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TILMA bill violates
constitution, says
lawyer
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Celebrating May, colour everywhere in the long, long days of May. Mayne Islanders match nature’s finery at
their community maypole dance (see story, page 10).

Bill 42 would restrict 3rd-party election advertising Trust Council meets on Galiano
Among new legislation, that the BC Liberal
government has announced will be passed on
May 29, is Bill 42, The Election Amendment
Act, 2008. The Bill would restrict the amount
that could be spent on advertising during a
provincial election campaign period and for 120
days before the election by ‘third parties’—
organizations and individuals not registered as
political parties or candidates. It would also
require such organizations to register with the
Chief Electoral Officer, make financial
disclosures, and clearly indicate on
advertisements who paid for them.
This part of the bill is in addition to some
innocuos ‘housekeeping’ provisions and a
requirement for photo identification for voters.

Third Party Advertising
The idea of limiting third party expenditures on
advertising during the campaign period is not
new. It was introduced by the Chrétien federal
Liberal government in 2004 as part of a
package of election reform measures which also
included registration, attribution, and
disclosure requirements for third party
advertisers, and spending and contribution
limits for registered political parties and
candidates. The objective was to ensure that
information put out by legitimate parties and
candidates was not overwhelmed by
advertising by other organizations wishing to
promote specific interests or policies, or
supporting particular candidates or parties; to
‘level the playing field’ while still permitting a
variety of points of view to reach the voter.
To this end, the definition of third party
advertising, now incorporated in the federal
Elections Act, is as follows: ‘An advertising
message that promotes or opposes, directly or
indirectly, a registered political party or the
election of a candidate, including an advertising
message that takes a position on an issue with
which a registered political party or candidate is
associated.’ The definition is further augmented

by a listing of items that are clearly not
advertising, including news, fair comment, and
personal communications.
Bill 42 imports this definition, without
modification, into the BC legislation.

Supreme Court Challenged
The spending limits and other requirements of
third party advertisers were challenged in the
Alberta courts in 2000 by Stephen Harper, then
head of the National Citizens’ Coalition. The
challenge depended on the Charter of Rights
and Freedoms, and in particular its provisions
for freedom of expression. On the basis that any
problem with third party advertising had not
been proven, the Alberta courts agreed with the
NCC that the limits were unconstitutional, and
their enforcement was suspended by the federal
Chief Electoral Officer for the 2000 election. (A
similar challenge to legislation introduced by
the NDP government in BC at about the same
time was also upheld, by the BC courts.)
However, the federal government appealed
the Alberta court decision to the Supreme Court
of Canada, which rendered a decision in 2004.
The decision split the court. While there was
agreement that the provisions for registration,
attribution, and disclosure were reasonable,
two justices did not agree that spending limits
on third party advertising were constitutional.
However, the majority held that they were,
although: ‘Equality in the political discourse is
thus necessary for meaningful participation in
the electoral process and ultimately enhances
the right to vote. This right, therefore, does not
guarantee unimpeded and unlimited electoral
debate or expression. Spending limits, however,
must be carefully tailored to ensure that
candidates, political parties and third parties
are able to convey their information to the
voter; if overly restrictive, they may undermine
the informational component of the right to
vote.’
BILL 42, please turn to page 9

Islands Trust Council will hold its June 11-13,
quarterly business at the Lions Hall on Galiano
Island. The public meeting starts Wednesday, June 11
at 1pm and finishes on the morning of Friday, June
13. As usual, Trust Council invites members of the
public to participate in its informal town hall dialogue
session at 1pm on Thursday, June 12. Formal
presentations to Trust Council need an appointment
through the Executive Committee, at the Victoria
office.
Trust Council Sessions will include: a joint session
with San Juan County Council (Washington State) at
which trustees and councillors will discuss common
issues and interests; Guy Dauncey’s speaking about
specific actions local governments can take on climate
change; selection of this year’s community award
winners from a long list of worthy nominees. ✐

Both the Trade, Investment and Labour
Mobility Agreement (TILMA) between
British Columbia and Alberta—and the
BC legislation enabling it—violate the
Canadian constitution by usurping the
role of judges and endowing cabinet with
too much power, says a leading trade law
expert.
Lawyer Steven Shrybman, of Sack
Goldblatt Mitchell LLP, says in his legal
opinion that the TILMA and the BC
Liberal government’s Bill 32 ‘confront
basic constitutional norms, including the
rule of law and democracy,’ by trumping
the authority of both judges and
parliaments.
By imposing financial penalties and
other sanctions on the province for the
lawful actions of governments and other
public bodies, ‘TILMA and Bill 32
improperly fetter the exercise of
legislative and public authority,’
Shrybman adds in the May 7 document.
They both also usurp the role of senior
courts ‘by empowering ad hoc tribunals
to adjudicate private claims concerning
the actions of government and other
public bodies.’
TILMA and Bill 32 also offend
constitutional limits on the delegation of
legislative power to the executive branch
of government ‘by amending certain
TILMA, please turn to page 8
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While sorting through the truckloads of marine debris collected on BC Coastal Cleanup Campaign’s
20th anniversary, organizer Michelle Marsden and volunteer Matilda Te Hennepe take time for some
fun ‘art’. The temporary inunnguaq was part of the hundreds of pounds of litter cleared from 32
beaches from North and South Pender on May 17. Over 100 volunteers of all ages took part.

Visit often to read background to current topics.
Our advertisers’ websites are just a click away from our homepage.
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Corky Talk—Commentary In the Legislature, From Hansard

Stonewalling About Medicare in the Legislature
AT FULFORD HARBOUR

MAY/JUNE
Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

7

0211
0523
1314
2132

9.2
9.8
0.7
11.5

2.8
3.0
0.2
3.5

30
FR

0015
0728
1413
1814

10.5
4.3
7.9
6.9

3.2
1.3
2.4
2.1

31
SA

0036
0801
1540
1918

10.5
2.6
8.9
7.9

3.2
0.8
2.7
2.4

8
SU

0330
0627
1401
2209

8.2
8.9
1.6
11.5

2.5
2.7
0.5
3.5

1
SU

0059
0837
1647
2020

10.5
1.3
9.8
8.9

3.2
0.4
3.0
2.7

9
MO

0442
0749
1447
2242

7.2
7.9
3.0
11.2

2.2
2.4
0.9
3.4

2
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0917
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2123

10.8
0.3
10.5
9.5

3.3
0.1
3.2
2.9
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TU
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1.5
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4
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9.8

3.4
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3.5
3.0
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0710
1421
1728
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3.9
7.9
7.2
10.2

1.2
2.4
2.2
3.1

5
TH

0334
1135
2009

10.8
-0.7
11.5

3.3
-0.2
3.5

13
FR

0744
1549
1847

3.3
8.9
8.2

1.0
2.7
2.5

6
FR

0052
0427
1225
2052

9.5
10.5
-0.3
11.5

2.9
3.2
-0.1
3.5

14
SA

0015
0815
1644
2010

9.8
2.6
9.5
8.9

3.0
0.8
2.9
2.7

MO

TU

SA

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
Fulford Tide Table Courtesy of
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AT POINT ATKINSON

MAY/JUNE
Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

7
SA

0226
0639
1359
2138

11.2
13.1
1.6
15.7

3.4
4.0
0.5
4.8

8

0339
0745
1446
2219

10.5
12.1
3.0
15.7

3.2
3.7
0.9
4.8

9

0451
0903
1534
2258

9.2
11.2
4.6
15.4

2.8
3.4
1.4
4.7

30
FR

0044
0757
1420
1911

14.4
5.6
11.5
8.9

4.4
1.7
3.5
2.7

31
SA

0117
0837
1535
2019

14.4
3.9
12.8
10.2

4.4
1.2
3.9
3.1

SU

1

0151
0919
1638
2123

14.8
2.3
13.8
10.8

4.5
0.7
4.2
3.3

MO

2

0229
1003
1735
2222

14.8
1.0
14.8
11.5

4.5
0.3
4.5
3.5

10
TU

0554
1041
1625
2333

7.9
10.5
6.6
14.8

2.4
3.2
2.0
4.5

3
TU

0311
1049
1828
2319

14.8
0.3
15.4
11.8

4.5
0.1
4.7
3.6

11
WE

0647
1232
1724

6.9
10.5
8.2

2.1
3.2
2.5

4
WE

0357
1136
1919

14.8
-0.3
15.7

4.5
-0.1
4.8

12
TH

0005
0732
1414
1835

14.4
5.6
11.2
9.8

4.4
1.7
3.4
3.0

5

0017
0447
1224
2007

11.8
14.4
0.0
15.7

3.6
4.4
0.0
4.8

13
FR

0036
0812
1534
1953

14.1
4.6
12.1
10.8

4.3
1.4
3.7
3.3

6

0118
0541
1312
2054

11.8
14.1
0.7
15.7

3.6
4.3
0.2
4.8

14
SA

0107
0850
1632
2104

13.5
3.9
13.1
11.5

4.1
1.2
4.0
3.5

SU

MO

TH

FR

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

JAKOBSEN

ASSOCIATES
C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes
K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com

Corky Evans, MLA, Nelson/Creston: I know that it’s
5:30pm on a Thursday afternoon, and the galleries—am I
allowed to say that the galleries are empty? I’m guessing that
folks at home, those of you who are watching…. We’re honoured,
but I’m imagining that this debate is somewhat difficult for
people to understand.
I’d like to start by simply explaining what I understand about
the nature of this debate so that maybe it’ll have some relevance
to those folks that are watching or who may someday in the
future—in an attempt to understand this law, should it pass—
read the record and find out what at least one MLA thought.
It’s my impression that medicare in Canada … it is supported
by the federal government. Canada has a Canada Health Act,
and the primary interest of the federal government is really just
to pay for, or assist to pay for, and set the principles of how we
deliver health care. But actually delivering it….
Going to a hospital or a doctor or a clinic, seeing to it that
those doctors get paid, how that will all work—that is delivered in
Canada by provinces. So you not only have to have a federal law
that says how the system works in principle and how the federal
government will participate in funding, but in every single one of
the ten provinces you also have to have a provincial act that says
how that province will deliver their responsibility for health care.
In British Columbia we have the Medicare Protection Act,
and that guarantees—to everybody watching or, someday,
reading this—medical care provided by the Crown, and it has
exactly the same principles in it that all the other provinces and
the federal government have. Those principles are that the health
care we deliver here will be universal, comprehensive, accessible,
portable and publicly administrated.
The great news is that there’s no big arguing and bickering
between Canada and British Columbia on this issue. We agree on
the five. There’s no bickering between the government side and
the opposition on this issue. We agree on the five. Historically in
Canada it’s one of the few points in which you don’t see struggle
and argument and blame. Canadians agree with the five
principles of how we deliver medicare.
Folks who are watching this debate: what I think is
happening here is that for the first time in my experience, which
is a long time, we’re proposing to change the five principles—
universality, comprehensiveness, accessibility, portability and
being publicly administrated—and add a sixth principle, which is
called ‘sustainable.’
Now, you would assume, folks, that you’ve got a
government—and it’s got the majority of folks—and you’ve got
an opposition and that this debate would work like many. A
government person would speak; an opposition person would
speak; a government person would speak; an opposition person
would speak. There would be what we call dialogue or debate.
The elevated words are ‘public discourse’.
You folks at home watching the debate would then get to
choose from the options about why we would change the five
historical principles of medicare to six and if it is a good idea.
But this very bizarre debate, as people have been noting, has
been going on for two or three days, and only one side speaks.
What are folks at home to think? What are they to assume is the
rationale for adding that sixth word, when the government
doesn’t speak?
Only the opposition has opinions, and the government, it
would appear, has only one speaker. The minister gets up and
starts debate. Opposition members ask questions. They raise
objections. They say what they think. Days go by. The minister
will get up again and close debate, and there’ll be a vote. There is
no public debate.
You folks at home are being poorly served. You cannot hear
the for-and-against sides because there’s no ‘for’ side. When that
happens in life, when you’re offered two choices and you don’t
get to hear one of them, we could be forgiven—citizens could be
forgiven—for thinking there might be a trick somewhere.
What if one side of the debate has nothing to say and will
simply pass it by virtue of a majority—a majority of silence? A
majority of silence.
I think the word ‘sustainable’ is lovely. Gee, I hope my garden
is sustainable. I want my kids’ future to be sustainable. I want my
grandchildren to have a sustainable world. It’s a great word, but

I don’t know what it means here. That’s what the 30 opposition
members have been saying for two or three days. They don’t
know what it means, and in the absence of discourse, we think it
might mean something that everybody at home needs to know,
because this might mean your grandchildren’s ability to access
medicare.
I don’t want to denigrate anybody’s contribution. I don’t even
want to denigrate those folks who haven’t contributed. But,
personally, I feel singularly emboldened to comment on what
sustainable might mean by virtue of two factors in my personal
life, professional life, that are different than most of the
members.
The first one is that once in my life I actually was the Minister
of Health. I actually had to struggle with the tremendous budget
issues delivered unto that poor individual trying to manage a
budget all over the province. I had to manage with the blame
when something went wrong and someone was on TV not being
served or, worse, dying. I had to go to Treasury Board and beg for
money.
I actually understand this word ‘sustainable.’ I understand
the difficulties of running the principle, I think, a little bit
differently than you might, Honourable Speaker, or others in this
room. So I have tremendous sympathy for the Minister of Health
of any political party trying to make the public system work,
because of course, there’s the principle of accountability. It all
comes down to one individual. When Global TV or BCTV puts
health care on the evening news, it comes down to one individual
being accountable in the morning for whatever went wrong.
I gave tremendous thought to this question of the
affordability of public care when I was minister and when I had
to go beg with Treasury Board, so I understand the importance
of public discourse. Or I wish for public discourse. I wish that the
government was part of this debate on the question of how we
manage public health care and make it affordable.
I’ve got to tell you that in the time that I had that job and had
those struggles, it never occurred to me that the way to resolve it
was to add a word to the medicare act. It never occurred to me
that the way to deal with the positives and negatives of raising
more money or spending money, or what have you, was to
change the law.
A law is the most constraining form of influence that we have
in western civilization. It’s not like a suggestion. It’s not like a
principle. It’s not like a value. A law is the tightest box you can
build. Everybody who has ever worked here understands that the
worst way to manage society is with a piece of legislation,
because it’s a box.
So the idea of adding a word into a sentence in order to
manage a budget and to provide health care to four million
people never occurred to me, and I don’t think it ever occurred to
any Minister of Health ever before faced with that terribly
difficult task.
It does not resolve the problem. That’s the first point I wanted
to make based on personal experience. Adding a word to the
medicare act does not solve the problem, so it must be intended
to do something else. It doesn’t make the minister’s job any
easier, it doesn’t make the government’s job any easier, and it
doesn’t provide better care. So why would you do it? I’ve been
waiting here for three days to hear somebody tell me. Why would
you do it? Nobody stands up. This is not a debate. Nobody is
standing up to answer the question.
The other thing from my personal life that, I think, leads me
to stand here today opposing this bill is…. You hear lots of
debate, from this side at any rate, about the Canadian care
system against the American system. We live right next door to
this monolith, this elephant, so naturally, everybody in our
province or in our country, when they think different system,
they think American system. They’ve got friends down there and
cousins down there, and they see it on TV.
I actually got to live in both countries, and so I got to see the
American system and the Canadian system right up close. I want
to tell you stories about, firstly, why I don’t want to go to the
American system. I’ll tell you about my cousin Margaret. My
cousin Margaret married a professor, which means a guy with
money, a Harvard guy or something. They were quite wealthy.
He had a health care plan, and they were married and had some
kids, and everything went fine. My cousin, unfortunately, got
breast cancer and then was made well, because of course, her
family was covered by a health plan, and so she recovered.
Then my cousin and her husband separated and divorced.
This is a person who is now perfectly well, a person in the upper
middle class, a person with money but separated now from her
husband, who taught at university and had a health care plan. So
she shopped across the country. She had choice. She had the
American idea of consumer choice. She shopped all the way
CORKY TALK, please turn to page 11
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Round The Islands

Folk Festival
Returns to Roots
A Saturday afternoon youth stage
will showcase Vancouver Island and
Gulf Islands youngsters at this year’s Islands Folk
Festival in July (see ‘What’s On?’ for advance ticket
prices and outlets).
New artistic director Robert McCourtey says 360
applications by solo and duo acts had to be whittled
down to the 11 that would fit in the noon to 6pm time
slot. Quite the job! He said that he has listened to each
demo CD or online clip at least twice. Robert must
certainly have gained a special insight into tomorrow’s
big names. The line-up includes singer-songwriters,
fiddle players, and finger-style guitarists.
As well as showing us the future, the festival is
returning to its BC roots, says McCourtey. The line-up
does include performers from Australia, UK, PEI and
Alberta but will have strong representation of BC
talent (see also ‘What’s On? page 5).

Bowen Island Community
Centre in the Works
As long ago as 1987, the Bowen Arts Council Society
was formed to address the need for a multi-purpose
community arts centre. Currently Bowen is hearing an
increasing voice for a municipally funded arts and
community centre with a possible price of $10 million.
Meanwhile, owners of existing private recreational
facilities, into which they have invested time and
money, worry that another venue would limit viability

for them.
On May
24,
the
Christa Grace-Warrick
C i v i c
Facilities Working Group presented a plan for a
proposed community centre. As with other
community centre projects such as Pender and
Saturna, the intent is to finance the cost without
resorting to a property tax levy and in the case of
municipal Bowen, not diminish reserves for other
capital projects.
However, as many Islands have found to their
frustration, it’s relatively easy to raise capital funds for
public buildings but next to impossible to get funding
for maintenance and operation, if buildings are not on
property tax rolls.
Meanwhile getting referenda passed to publicly
fund structures like firehalls is already like pulling
hens teeth. No wonder those trying to raise funds for
halls make promises, perhaps unrealistic, never to be
supported by taxes.
Interestingly, community facilities are an
important, but unrecognized, part of preserving
culture. It’s a pity the Islands Trust does not have a
fund for cultural preservation through the running of
community buildings. It would certainly fit the
‘preserve and protect mandate’. Many halls and
societies are struggling to make ends meet through the
efforts of a few dedicated volunteers, while many of us
benefit from the facilities.
Growing, and more demanding populations—used
to having amenities—means this problem affects
many Islands. Compiling an Island-by-Island
inventory of all existing public buildings and how they
are supported would be a good idea—we can learn
from each other.
One of the issues in creating new community
centres is the number of residents on an Island, the
bigger the Island the easier it is to spread the load of

Ideal Southern Ocean Front

This Cape Cod Style home is perched on the
tip of a low bank rocky bluﬀ with a stunning,
panoramic and southerly ocean orientation.
It radiates a summery light ﬁlled atmosphere
that inspires creativity and renewal and would
make a spacious family home or retreat. 5
bedrooms and den, huge master, splendid
sun decks, stunning views & 0.85ac to
roam. Wildlife abounds; Orca are often seen
feeding just oﬀ the beach! Easy maintenance
leaves plenty of time to relax MLS 242264
$849,000

the community facility. Bowen at a population of
about 3,000 is of medium size, imagine what it’s like
maintaining facilities (both money and volunteers)
on, say, Saturna with a population of 300. Saturna
held its ‘Open Space’ Community forum on just this
issue earlier this year.
It would be wise for Bowen Islanders to take a close
look at the experiences of of other Islands before
accepting large grants to build a structure that might
be a community burden to run and maintain.
On the other hand Islanders could realize that
preserving the local environment also depends on
residents full- and part-time, who feel connected to
the community and an Islands’ way-of-life through
social activities. Not to mention, a modest amount on
the property tax levy for operating costs does not
break the bank and benefits us all. May Bowen have
good fortune however its endeavours evolve.

Denman and Hornby Islands
Launch Rideshare Website
With transportation emissions being among the most
significant contributors to global warming, Renewable
Energy Denman Island (REDI) and RealHornby have
teamed up to offer their fellow islanders and others a
website where requests for rides and offers of rides to
various destinations can be listed.
There is a chart for either long journeys to places
such as Vancouver and Victoria and beyond, and a chart
for shorter trips such as on-Island and to Vancouver
Island. Those who commute regularly to and from work
may also find ways that they can share the rising costs
of getting from here to there and back again.
Everyone who has a common starting place and
destination
can
participate
at
www.islandrideshare.com. The more people who
participate the greater the effect in reducing our carbon
footprint. (Herb Jones, Denman Island).
RTI, please turn to page 10

Surround Yourself with Peace

New hurdles
for Texada
LNG plan
The Powell River Regional
District has set new
requirements
for
the
proposed WestPac LNG
terminal and electrical
generating plant on the north
end of Texada Island.
At its May 22 meeting, the
Regional District Board
passed a resolution urging
the provincial government to
require zero greenhouse gas
emissions from all new gasfired electrical generating
plants in the province. This is
similar to an existing
provincial government policy
requiring
coal-fired
generating plants to have zero
net GHG emissions.
The resolution also
requests that the federal
government ban LNG tankers
from the waters of Malaspina
and Georgia Straits, and asks
the provincial government to
support such a ban.
Citizens’ groups Texada
Action Now (TAN) and the
Alliance to Stop LNG will
follow up this resolution with
requests for similar actions by
local governments around
the Georgia Strait. ✐

Sanctuary

This supreme ocean front home is a spectacular
oﬀering. It has 4 bedrooms, 5 baths, and is a
rustic yet modern home spacious enough for
large family gatherings while maintaining
the warmth of a weekend hideaway. The
interior with soaring windows and transoms,
hardwood ﬂoors, skylights, ﬁreplaces and
25’ vaulted ceilings exudes a welcoming and
sophisticated atmosphere. In addition to
breathtaking views, this home has a share in
268 acres and a shared 300ft deep water dock.
MLS 238660 $1,390,000

An intimate ocean front residence perfect
for either year-round living or as a tranquil
retreat for seasonal use. Over 650 sqft of decks
provide stunning panoramic ocean and island
views. This West Coast styled home features
3 bedrooms, 1 European style (two rooms)
bathroom, soaring windows, vaulted ceilings,
tasteful use of cedar and plenty of living space.
The house faces southwest, is sundrenched,
has a share in 268 acres and a shared 300ft
deep water dock. MLS 238626 $790,000

LD

SO

www.ianheath.net

Gulf Island Properties
Visit www.ianheath.net
for more information
on these and other
stunning properties

Attention Pilots!

Pilot & boater alert! A beautiful, west facing,
1.84 acre ocean front parcel on Hudson Island
- famed for its grass airstrip. The 31 acre island
is a private haven with only 10 properties &
14.1 acres of common property, including its
1900ft grass airstrip. Some lot infrastructure is
in place: mooring anchor, capped well, 1000Gal
cistern, generator, solar panel and a temporary
dwelling. As a Gulf Island Hudson enjoys a
great variety of marine activities & wildlife. A
rare opportunity to own an exclusive piece of
paradise. MLS 243293 $325,000

Serene

The Perfect Escape

A serene property ideal for either year-round
living or a tranquil retreat on unspoiled
Saturna Island. Absolutely private, timber
frame, 3 bedroom and den, 1600sqft+ home
on 5.34 acres in the middle of the Gulf Islands
National Park. Fir ﬂoors, french doors,
cathedral ceilings, exposed beams, skylights,
metal roof, enamel wood stove. Dream of a
cottage escape and this is what comes to mind.
Zoning allows for a second cottage. MLS
240173 $499,000

Interior pics soon.This is a superlative property.
Luxury ocean front home, 22ac, stunning
architecture, 1800ft of oceanfrnt, pano.views,
adt’l cottage, subdivision possibilities, private
beaches-the list is endless. The 3,880sqft
home was arch.designed and built using the
best of the best - a showcase of west coast
style & relaxed gulf island living. The 22 acres
are diverse with deer proof gardens, beaches,
tide pools, ponds, meadows, cedar forests,
outbuildings and hiking trails. It doesn’t get
better than this. MLS 244878 $3,950,000

477-1100

©

We’re all about the Islands
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

NANAIMO

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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Victoria Wood Studio
FINE GATES & PASSAGEWAYS

Dieuwertje (Dita) von Aesch
DESIGNER / BUILDER

250-889-2308
dieufran@telus.net
www.VictoriaWoodStudio.com

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!
Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

• harvesting
systems
• design
• installation
• service

BOB BURGESS
tel. 250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnection.com

www.rainwaterconnection.com

Editorial: Razing Democracy
In 2004, the Supreme Court of Canada, in a full and
thoughtful discussion of the merits of limitations on third party
advertising during the election campaign period: ‘It is important
to recognize that the spending limits do not constrain the right of
only a few citizens to speak. They constrain the political speech
of all Canadians, be they of superior or modest means.’
Since the idea of advertising limitations was introduced at the
federal level, provincial parties in power, faced with powerful
advertising campaigns by unions, citizens’ groups (NGOs), and
corporations, have found it attractive to adopt such legislation,
and no federal government has challenged it. While the Supreme
Court of Canada, in declaring such legislation constitutional with
the charitable thought that it contributes to the ‘fairness and
accessibility’ of the electoral system, legitimized such limits, it
seems clear that it has been predominantly used to mute voices
opposed to the party in power.
The original idea was that there should be ‘balance’ in the
plethora of messages reaching the voters prior to election day,
and that if this balance did not occur naturally, it should be
regulated, by regulating, not only what political parties, could do
and spend, but everyone else as well. Further, that this regulation
should cover any topic which might conceivably be raised in the
course of an election: ‘including an advertising message that
takes a position on an issue with which a registered political
party or candidate is associated.’
Despite caveats which exempt news coverage and personal
opinion, this definition is clearly overkill, in practice not
enforceable, but clearly intended to discourage debate. But it has
not been challenged in court, either by a ‘third party’ or a
‘registered political party or candidate’. Yet third party
advertising legislation across the country hangs on this
unworkable definition, which insults the intelligence of every
thinking voter. Restrictive legislation must obviously include an
explanation of what is restricted; but a definition so broad and so
vague, so conditional and lacking precision, must surely bring
the entire restrictive effort into disrepute and disrespect.

This is not to say that the absence of such limits will lead to
electoral fairness. It won’t. But restricting public debate (of
which advocacy advertising is an essential part) won’t make it
fair either.

Running Scared?
Now, Gordon Campbell’s attempt to limit advertising before next
May’s provincial election by anyone other than a registered
political party or nominated candidate clearly owes little to the
pursuit of fair democratic process, and everything to political
cupidity. This is illustrated not only in his use of a month-end
closure to pass Bill 42: The Election Amendment Act, whether
the legislature gets a chance to debate it or not, but also in his
(unique to BC) proposed extension of third-party advertising
spending limits to a full four months before the election is called;
which would be impractical without the fixed election date that
BC now has.
However, Mr Campbell’s legislation sets generous limits for
campaign spending by political parties in BC, such that the
muffled voices of parties whose opinions or concerns are
different will be drowned out.
This is not at all the balance which third-party advertising
limits was intended to achieve. In fact, the money limits
themselves are generous enough to raise the possibility that Mr
Campbell’s big-business backed party will the only one heard.
The most absurd aspect of Bill 42 is of the restriction on thirdparty advertising to such an extended period. It covers an entire
legislative session, or even two. It’s not just an attempt to level
the electoral playing field, it an attempt to completely raze the
democratic process.
It’s abundantly clear that the Supreme Court of Canada
would not find this constitutional. The BC electorate is letting
itself be walked over. So if the bill goes through (shame on us)
and you want change—get your message out now—start early
and keep it up. ✐

Readers’ Letters
Bicycling in Island Parks

Fair Trade Chocolate

The following letter was sent to Gulf Islands National Park
Reserve (GINPR) and forwarded to Island Tides for
publication.

Dear Editor:
Forrest Gump’s momma had it right. Life’s like a box of
chocolates. You don’t know what you’re getting. Those truffles
look and taste yummy, but most of us are totally unaware of the
exploitative conditions under which 99% of the world’s cocoa is
made. Volatile markets and poor credit mean low wages for
cocoa growers in the developing world. Many are forced to send
their children to work in the fields. Instead of reading, writing,
and arithmetic, these kids face pesticides, long hours in the hot
sun, and malnutrition. Child slavery and human trafficking are
prevalent with an estimated 15,000 child slaves working on
cocoa farms in the Ivory Coast alone.
Meanwhile the coffers of multinational manufacturers like
Nestlé and Hershey continue to be lined with profits from a
highly lucrative product. Trading organizations and the
chocolate industry receive a whopping 70% of the profit from
chocolate, whereas farmers receive a paltry 5%.
How can we reconcile our love for chocolate with the
unsavoury conditions of its production? The fair trade
movement offers a solution by ensuring that cocoa is purchased
from democratically organized cooperatives or larger plantations
where workers can unionize and earn good wages and benefits.
Fair trade certification means environmentally sustainable
production methods, and most important, that children aren’t
forced to toil away to satisfy our sweet tooth.
Susan Lewis Hammond, Victoria

Dear Editor:
Regarding the letter from GINPR’s Carolyn Stewart (Island
Tides, May 15), I would like to comment regarding the use of
parks in the GINPR. We recently purchased land on Saturna
Island and have for many years prior to, visited the Gulf Islands.
Myself, my wife and our three children holiday on the islands.
We appreciate the unspoiled nature of the majority of the
Gulf Islands. Generally when we travel, we bring our bicycles. I
am always on the lookout for good riding trails as I prefer woods
riding to simply riding on the side of the road.
Unfortunately one of the parks closest to our property, East
Point has a nice path into the woods and to the beach but it is
closed to bicycles. Given that the Island has on the order of only
300 or so permanent residents I can’t see this trail getting a lot of
use. What harm would it be to ride on the path? It seems to me
to be rather discriminatory to not allow bicyclists to use it. As far
as I know other than private land there are no trails open to
bicycles on any of the Gulf Islands.
In fact many of the parks in BC have this same policy. I have
never been in a park and seen a sign prohibiting hiking but
allowing biking, this would seem biased towards hikers.
In regards to the proposed use of parks land on Pender for a
bike park, I am in support of this and would like to see more areas
on all of the islands and Mainland designated for bicycle use, and,
no, I don’t have a problem with other user groups using the trails.
The park’s Interim Management Guidelines (2006) clearly
outline the vision for the park, as well as the type of recreational
activities (eg walking, hiking, kayaking, boating, camping)
considered compatible with protection of this sensitive coastalisland environment.)
Who decided this? All trails made, using government funds,
should be multi-use. Bicycles have no more impact on the
environment than ‘hikers, kayakers or boaters.’ This is
ridiculous. Most users of parks arrive by means other than
walking or swimming. What about the impact of the cars and the
erosion created by the tires on the roads and parking lot? Or the
emissions from the vehicles used to get to the parks. Sound
ridiculous? It is, but no less so than denying something as ecofriendly as bicycles in parks.
I can assure anyone concerned that bicyclists for the most
part are courteous and respectful as anyone else using the parks.
The tires on bikes create no more erosion than foot traffic.
Speaking for myself, I make it a point to let people know when I
am approaching from behind.
The idea of a designated area for ‘mountain biking’ is good
but what about the areas that are for public recreation that
already exist?
Darrin Gilmore, Saturna Island

Food Prices in Haiti
Dear Editor:
Haiti has been in the news again lately. A few weeks ago rioting
broke out in Les Cayes, ostensibly over high food prices. The
violence was directed toward the UN mission there. In reality,
the riot instigators were probably paid by people who have a
problem with the UN. The peacekeepers were doing successful
raids against cocaine traffickers in the weeks leading up to the
rioting.
This has been a repeating pattern throughout Haiti’s history,
unfortunately. Those who have a problem with the government,
or who would seek to bring about regime change, manipulate the
people into violence. Haiti has a disproportionately high number
of unemployed young men, so riots get started very easily, even
at the best of times.
The riots spread quickly, but over time the protests came to
be about food instead of the UN, and the protests moved to the
capital. Food prices have risen a lot here, just as they have
globally. However, the problems have been compounded here by
poor management of the ports and customs, and lack of response
by the government.
Rice has almost doubled in price over the past six months.
Rice is a main staple in Haiti, but the poor tend to eat breadfruit,
amongst other things. Breadfruit has always been cheap, and it’s
LETTERS, please turn to next page

WE MAKE BASEMENTS AND CRAWLSPACES
DRY AND ENERGY EFFICIENT...ALL THE TIME!

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT • $31.50 • With image $36.75 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42 • With image $47.25 (max 70 words
Payment with order only. VISA credit card accepted

Wed, May 21 to Sun, June 1
Uno Fest—Canada’s singular live theatre event;
20+ shows, Andy Jones, Linda Griffiths, teen
angst poetry and more • Tickets: prices vary
from $10-$20, festival pass $99 • Multiple
venues • Program and tickets: 250-383-2663,
www.intrepidtheatre.com • IN VICTORIA

Thursdays, June 5, 12, & 26
Pender Film Group Screenings—THURS JUNE 5: Zeitgeist
(2007)—relates the origin of Christian faith and how American
banks have seized worldpower to recent wars; THURS JUNE 12:
Music Within (2007)—Richard Pimentel returns from Vietnam
severely hearing-impaired and finds new purpose in his landmark
efforts on the behalf of Americans with disabilities; THURS JUNE
26—Double bill with director Kim Recalma-Clutesi to introduce
and discuss: Smoke From his Fire (2007)—sdocumentary about
First Nations Chief Adam Dick: a story of hope, courage, and
endurance; and Ancient Sea Gardens: Mysteries of the Pacific
Northwest Coast (2007)—National Geographic production about
traditional First Nations cultivation of clams along the BC coast •
All shows 7:30pm • Community Hall • Admission by donation •
Info: www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND

Sunday, June 1
HealthCare Society Pancake Breakfast—fundraiser for
equipment for the new Medical Clinic, presented by the Pender
Islands Lions Club and Dave, Diane and Jason Dryer • Memories
Restaurant • 8am-10am • Adults $5, 12-and-under $2.50 • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Wednesday, June 4
Book Launch: The Ancient Bloodlines Trilogy, Books 1
and 2—Barry Mathias will be celebrating the launch of The
Power in the Dark and Shadow of the Swords: readings,
refreshments, door prize • Talisman Books & Gallery • 7pm • Info:
250-629-9965 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Fri, June 6 & Sat, June 7
An Evening Of Music Without Borders—Latin Jazz, Middle
Eastern and Celtic Folk; Brad Prevedoros,
Niel Golden and Greg Joy • FRI JUNE 6:
Pender, Community Hall, 8pm, tickets
Talisman Books and Gallery, Southridge
Farms Country Store and at the door; SAT
JUNE 7: Mayne, Community Centre, 8pm,
tickets Tree Frog Gallery, Miners Bay
Trading Post and at the door • Admission: $12.50 advance and
$15 at the door • ON PENDER AND MAYNE ISLANDS

Sat, Sun, Mon, Tues, June 14 to 17
Ken Vandermark and Paal Nilssen-Love in Concert—Zula
Presents Chicago saxophonist Ken
Vandermark and Oslo drummer Paal
Nilssen-Love • ROBERTS CREEK, SAT JUNE
14: The Gumboot Café, 8pm; HORNBY,
SUN
JUNE 15: Joe King Ballpark
Clubhouse, 8pm; GABRIOLA, MON JUNE
16: The Roxy, 8pm; SALT SPRING, TUES
JUNE 17: All Saints by-the-Sea, 8pm • Tickets: $15, Reservations:
Zula 250-247-7123, hey@zula.ca • Info: www.zula.ca,
www.kenvandermark.com, www.paalnilssen-love.com • IN
ROBERTS CREEK, ON HORNBY, GABRIOLA & SALT SPRING
ISLANDS

Sunday, June 15
Early Bird Registration for Permaculture Design
Certification Course—three week course
(September 8 to 28), 145 hours of
lecture/discussion
and
hands-on
experiential learning in permaculture,
methods of organic agriculture, sustainable
energy systems, eco-forestry, herbology and
self-sustaining systems for land stewardship
and urban living • The Blue Raven Farm • Fee: $2150 ($1950
before June 15th) • Info: theblueraven@shaw.ca, 250-537-0866 •
ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

LETTERS from previous page
still cheap, but the price has gone up 250% in the past six years
because people who used to be able to afford rice have switched
to cheaper types of food. There’s a new type of business in Port
au Prince—breadfruit shake vendors. A breadfruit shake is
basically a milkshake made with breadfruit. They are very filling
and cheap too, and they say breadfruit is full of vitamins, but I
imagine it would get tiring day after day. There is also a stigma
attached to breadfruit because it is considered to be the food of
the poor.
Breadfruit was originally planted here back when Haiti was
all slave plantations and the owners needed a cheap way to keep
their slaves alive. If I remember right, Captain Cook originally
brought breadfruit cuttings to the Caribbean from Tahiti.
Breadfruit can be pretty good if you cook it right.
Five people died in the Les Cayes rioting, but there were no
deaths in Port au Prince, only destruction. The exception was a
Nigerian UN policeman, who was murdered. The destruction
was substantial, but nothing like it was in 2004. I’m very grateful
for the UN presence here that was able to combat the violence.
Eventually, the senate voted to remove the prime minister
from office and that seemed to help settle things down. (In Haiti,

Sun, June 15, Fri, Sat, Sun, June 2022, Tues, July 1
Pied Pumkin Tour—BC folk music trio
(Rick Scott, Joe Mock and Shari Ulrich)
celebrate 34 years with 34 shows around
BC: two shows: award-winning ‘Pumkids’
matinee for families and ‘Pumkin’ concert
for big folks • BOWEN, SUN JUNE 15: Cates Hill Chapel, Pumkids
3pm, Pumkin 8pm, tickets Phoenix; PENDER, THURS JUNE 19:
Pumkin at Red Cedar Roots Festival (with Mae Moore, Lester
Quitzau, David Essig, Kim Barlow and Jane Eamon), Community
Hall, 7:30pm, tickets Talisman Books; PENDER, FRI JUNE 20:
Pumkids, 6-7pm, tickets Talisman Books; SALT SPRING, SAT
JUNE 21: Fulford Hall, Pumkids, 4-5pm, Pumkin, 8pm; tickets
Acoustic Planet, Stuff & Nonsense and Salt Spring Books;
VICTORIA, SUN JUNE 22: Metro Studio, Pumkids 4-5pm, Pumkin
8pm, tickets Lyle’s Place; NANAIMO, TUES JULY 1: Maffeo-Sutton
Park, Pumkids, Noon, free • Info: info@rickscott.ca • ON
BOWEN, PENDER, SALT SPRING ISLANDS & IN VICTORIA &
NANAIMO

Thurs, June 19
Red Cedar Roots Festival—Concert with David
Essig, Kim Barlow, Lester Quitzau, Jane Eamon,
Mae Moore and Pied Pumkin • Community Hall,
7:30pm • Tickets:$30 advance at Southridge
Country General Store, Talisman Books and
Gallery, $35 at the door • Info: • ON PENDER

Thurs-Sat, June 19-21
Salt Spring Jazz Fest—5 great venues, 7 terrific artists • JUNE
19: Pretzel Logic; JUNE 20: Ingrid Jensen Quartet; Kat Danser;
Peter Taschuk Quartet; JUNE 21: Sue Newman; Emily Braden;
Jose Sanchez Cuban Dance Party • Tickets: ArtSpring box office
250-537-2125 • Info: info@saltspringjazzfest.org • ON SALT
SPRING

Saturday & Sunday, June 21 & 22
Encaustic Painting Weekend Workshop—learn the basics
of painting with Encaustic wax using low heat tools and explore
different techniques and surfaces with Thea Haubrich; meet the
artist, Friday, 7-9pm • Fee: $225, plus all painting supplies $10 •
Info: Jupiter Ranch Art Studio, jupiterranch@shaw.ca 250-2472051, www.jupiterranch.com ON GABRIOLA ISLAND

Tues, July 1, Canada Day
Saturna Island Lamb Barbeque-traditional lamb dinner,
children’s games, live entertainment, beer garden, arts and crafts,
moorage at Winter Cove, free shuttle to/from ferry dock (sorry, no
dogs); water-taxi shuttle from Hope Bay, Pender Island, $15 each
way, call 250-539-3211 or 604-377-5385 • Winter Cove Park •
Grounds open 10am-4:30pm; dinner served 2-3pm • Dinner
tickets: Adults $20, Children 12-&-Under $10 • Info:
mgaines@saturnacan.net, www.saturnalambbarbeque.com, 250539-2452 • ON SATURNA ISLAND
Advance tickets sales deadline for 24th Annual Islands
Folk Festival—(July 25, 26 & 27 at
Providence Farm, Duncan) • Advance
Weekend Passes: Adults $75, Teens $65 •
Tickets: charge by phone at Cowichan Folk Guild 250-748-3975 or
buy at Music Maxx (Nanaimo), Bob’s Music (Ladysmith), Dancing
Bean Café (Chemainus), Valley Video (Cobble Hill and Shawnigan
Lake) and Gordie’s Music, (Victoria) • Info: www.folkfest.bc.ca •
AT A STORE NEAR YOU

Local and Salish
Sea-wide Visibility For
Your Event!

there is an elected president who nominates a prime minister
who is then accepted or rejected by the senate. The prime
minister mostly runs the government.) It might be a good thing
that there was a change in prime minister—the perception was
that the old prime minister didn’t do anything, and some even
said he was incompetent. The president has already nominated
a new prime minister—an economist. I like anything in Haiti
that gives me hope, so this helps me. My personal belief is that
good economic policies are the best way to alleviate poverty, so
maybe we will see some good change.
Chris Rolling, Clean Water for Haiti project
LETTERS, please turn to page 6

Sandy Noble

• Homeowners
• Commercial

(may not have to prove income to qualify)

7178 W.Saanich Rd
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www.migroup.ca/sandynoble

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1
What is a
property worth
without water?

• WATER WELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING
TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

Drilling the Islands since 
 
SSI:   
www drillwell com drill@drillwell com

• Farm
• Bed & Breakfasts
FULFILL YOUR ISLAND DREAMS

670 Cates Lane, Bowen Island–$1,375,000
Tranquil, private 2.41 acres above Snug Cove. This
executive home is perfect for a B&B, a large family,
or even 2 families. North wing has 2 bedrooms,
kitchen, living, dining room, and 23’x39’ room which
could be finished as a recreation room, studio or
additional bedrooms. South wing has an additional
kitchen, living, and dining room, 2 bedrooms and a
large 3rd bedroom (20’X30’). Lake and Mountain
views. Come find out why people are choosing to
call Bowen Island home.

SIDNEY:
Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
A2–9769 Fifth Street

Thinking about buying… Find out what you can qualify for!

IS YOUR

Call Us Toll Free For Quotes On

Lower than posted bank rates
Gulf Island Financing
Self-employed

Mortgage Consultant

Captain Passage is a small body of water that separates Salt
Spring Island from Prevost Island; a convenient shortcut from
Ganges and Long Harbours into Trincomalee Channel (named
after HMS Trincomalee). The passage was named for the
captain of HMS Ganges at the time the bigger island was named
Admiral Island. However, the Saanich people already knew this
bigger island as Chuan, the Cowichan people as Klaatheem. The
naming of Captain Passage takes us to the bigger story of names,
renaming and the power that comes with that act.
There was a vibrant culture with complex languages,
traditions and technology on this coast, long before the
Europeans sailed in. Transportation and abundant food
married this aboriginal culture to the local waters, so coastal
placenames were important.
Then came the Europeans in ships larger than the biggest
canoe, moved by great sails not paddles, carrying cannons and
muskets. A technological leap that astounded the First Nations
and gave the arrogance of advantage to the visitors.
The residents were looked on as ‘lesser’ and what they
possessed—tools, furs, goods—were looked on as curiosities and
commodities to be collected by means of small payment, or by
force. However, this exploitation, despite the apparent
advantage, did not always go in the favour of the Europeans.
The peoples on the coast were proud, numerous, warlike,
intelligent and crafty traders. It took waves of sickness and
death from imported diseases to reduce them to a semi-pliant
state. For a while, the conquistadores, explorers, and fur traders
came and went. It was not until the mid 1800s that they decided
to move in and take over.
First was the Hudson’s Bay Company, HBC (satirically styled
‘Here Before Christ,’ as trade generally preceded the
missionary). The Company was clearing out of Oregon Territory
and the mouth of the Columbia River in anticipation of its
annexation by the United States.
In 1841 James Douglas found prime real estate on
Vancouver Island; waterfront, a harbour, good climate, like a bit
of ‘Olde England’ really. It suited The Company’s needs and
plans well. As businessmen they knew about keeping on the
good side of the locals but they also knew they were superior—
economically technologically and, they thought, culturally. So
everything was fair game.
Events near and far started to affect Vancouver Island and
the Gulf Islands: the distant Crimean War, the boundary

islandtides@islandtides.com
250-629-3660

1103–115 Fulford-Ganges Road

First-time buyers
Debt consolidation
No fee for consultant services

There’s Quite A Bit In A
Name
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Thursday, July 24

SALT SPRING ISLAND:
Mike Garside • 250-537-5527

An intelligent way to get a mortgage.

ISLAND TIDES, May 29, 2008, Page 5
‘150 Tales’ by John Wiznuk

BRENTWOOD BAY:
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
OAK BAY:
Gary Law • 250-592-5544
112-2187 Oak Bay Avenue

SAANICHTON:
DAN OLIVE • 1-877-633-0877
Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd., 2-7855 East Saanich Road

www.seafirstinsurance.com
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Trilogy Gives Intriguing Picture of the Middle Ages ~ Helen Lemon-Moore
f you like being drawn fully into another
time and place, this is the trilogy for you!
Barry Mathias has opened a window
from the 21st century into the sounds, sights
and environment of 12th century England,
and one feels like one is really there. A work
of fantasy it is, but Barry has placed it clearly
in a well defined and historically accurate
setting. The main characters may be works of
pure fiction, but their lives intertwine with
events and historical figures of the time.
In Book 1: The Power in the Dark, the story begins 50 years
after the Norman invasion of the British Isles, and Henry I is
King. The Crusades are in progress, but for the average person in
a small village in the southwestern English countryside, life is
hard and frequently short.
The story centres on two teenagers mysteriously adopted at a
young age into two bucolic Wessex villages. Both have no
memory of life before their arrival. The boy, John, lives with the
village ‘wise-woman’. The girl, Gwen, is the ‘daughter’ of the
village blacksmith and his wife. The strangers in crusader tunics,
who chose the foster families ask only that the children be kept
safe and treated as if they are their own children.
John, through his foster mother’s teachings, starts to find that
he has inner powers that once controlled and awakened will be
essential to his own survival. Gwen, on the other hand, is
unaware that she is the ‘jewel’ whom both the Knights of the
Order, and a foreign enemy, seek to control.
John and Gwen meet when he rescues her from an attempted
kidnapping by these strange foreigners, discovering he can
access control of a sword with magical powers. From then on,
their lives intertwine and friendship, and danger, grow.
At the beginning of the story, good and evil seem clearly

I
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defined—not so by the end of the first book. John and Gwen are
pawns, but not necessarily helpless pawns, to those who seek to
control what powers their bloodline has. John himself comes
face to face with how power can corrupt even the most truehearted. However he transcends the experience.
Who are these two young people caught in this struggle? As
one reads through the story, some questions are answered, and
more are posed. The intrigue keeps the reader guessing
throughout the book. The story is not only told through the eyes
of the central boy and girl; details are filled in through the eyes of
other characters, weaving threads of the story together. In this
way, we also get a different perspective on the central two from
the way others view them.
In Book 2: Shadow of the Swords, the
year is now 1113 AD. The adventure
continues, full of plot twists and intrigue,
developing loyalties, and clashing cultures.
The focus of the second book is the growth
of the two protagonists towards their own
potential, and a destiny they cannot foresee,
but which they are being driven toward by
the forces around them. Will they be strong
enough to come through what is building up
to be a climactic battle? Well, we’ll have to
wait for Book 3 The Keeper of the Grail to find out !
In the genre of fantasy quests, Barry has written a well
rounded adventure, full of details, and packed with action, but
has also kept the historical context clear. He has offered a
different perspective on the Quest for the Holy Grail which is
easily accessible to a wide audience.
‘The Ancient Bloodline Trilogy,’ Barry Mathias, Agio Books,
2008. For details of book launch, see ‘What’s On?’ page 5. ✐

Logging the last ~ story & photos, Richard Boyce
t’s early May, just outside Port Alice, we’re driving up a steep smaller deciduous trees. The ground cover is lush with many
slope crisscrossed by switchbacks and covered with 20-year- species of shrubs and abundant with flowers, and later, berries.
old trees. We following a massive grapple-yarder on a flat bed Moss and lichen drape everything. Wildlife is abundant.
truck being towed
The temperate rainforests found in
by a giant off-road
the valley bottoms on the westcoast of
logging truck and
Vancouver Island have a biomass
also being pushed
greater than anywhere on earth,
by a second offmeaning that the density of living
road logging truck.
organisms per square meter surpasses
Slowly
this
even the famous Amazon rainforest.
massive rig is
Science has determined that
making its way
rainforests are extremely important to
towards a hillside,
the life cycles and functions of this
clear-cut
of
planet. Trees filter air by taking
centuries-old
carbon, nitrogen, phosphates, and
forest, to pull off
other airborne chemicals in the
PRISTINE EAST CREEK, ABOUT TO BE LOGGED
the carcasses.
atmosphere and fix them into the soil
After driving 100km through a maze of rough logging roads
where
they
provide
west of Port McNeil, we had finally reached the ridge that
nutrients, in turn producing
separates the valley of Klaskish Creek from East Creek. Both of
vast amounts of oxygen.
these watersheds flow into Klaskish Inlet, which opens out into
Forests are the lungs of our
Brooks Bay just north of the Brooks Peninsula.
planet. Trees redistribute
In the past I have explored the low valley bottom of East
water, functioning as huge
Creek, accessing this lush rainforest by kayak. Ancient trees grow
sponges to retain water and
in the rich alluvial plain of this ancient valley. Water flow carved
pumping vast quantities of
this valley out of the mountains over millions of years, leaving KLASKISH CREEK AFTER LOGGING water back into the
rich deposits of soil along the creek as it today meanders to the atmosphere. Rainforests greatly affect weather patterns.
Pacific Ocean. The temperate rainforest canopy is a complex and
Less than 9% of the original old growth forest remains in low
interconnected ecosystem that took 10,000 years to evolve— valley bottoms on Vancouver Island. To date, 85 of the original 91
since the last ice age.
watersheds have been completely devastated by logging. Old
Sitka spruce, massive candelabra western red cedar, giant
LOGGING, please turn to page 8
western hemlock, Pacific yew, and balsam fir tower over many
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LETTERS from page 5

A Boating Accident ‘Thank You’

A Better Way to Build

Austin-Ray 2,000 sq. Ft
• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct.
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly (to lock-up stage in 3 - 4 days).
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.

Your Island Representative

Russ Anderson

View over 100 plans at:
www.nelson-homes.com

R. Anderson Technical Services
Duncan, BC
Phone: (250) 720-6000
Fax: (250) 720-2270
e-mail: russanderson@shaw.ca

Dear Editor:
On Thursday, May 1 around noon, I drove my sailboat into a reef
in the Georgia Straight just south east of Boat Pass. Maple
Dream was taking on water very fast. My wife transferred onto a
Canada Customs boat, which had responded to my mayday call
while I was trying to get off the reef.
Unit 25 Coast Guard Auxiliary from Pender arrived within 10
minutes—they were out training at the time. Coast Guard from
Victoria arrived within 20-25 minutes, just in time to hand over
a bilge pump to keep my boat afloat.
I was then being towed by the customs boat. They were trying
to find a beach for me to set her aground. Bennett Bay on Mayne
Island was chosen.
While I was being stitched up in the Mayne Health Care
Centre, Unit 25 from Pender stood by for about 2 hours, keeping
my boat afloat with the pump and pushing her into the beach.

MAPLE DREAM BEING TOWED INTO BENNETT BAY
The Coast Guard Auxiliary did not have to do this as no life was
in danger. But without their help I would have had much more
damage on my boat to the point where she could have been a
write-off.
That night my neighbour Kim Davis helped me to pull Maple
Dream further onto the beach. We kept her afloat with a bilge
pump while the tide was coming, winching her higher onto the
beach with the manual anchor winch. The next morning Kim
patch-welded her while the tide was out. Three days later I had
Maple Dream towed to Vancouver where I am going to spend a
good part of my summer repairing her.
The support I received from everybody that day, including
the ambulance staff (Debbie dried our clothes while Julie the
doctor took care of me), still brings tears to my eyes. I am forever
grateful for the generosity and help which was given so selflessly.
I was a member of our Coast Guard Auxiliary a few years ago
and I should have known better than to go where I went. But
stupidity and carelessness sometimes make us take decisions
which bring us into trouble—or kill us. Maybe someone will learn
from my mistake. This was surely the greatest lesson in
humbleness in my life.
I am just glad my wife and I are alive. On top of this we did
not even lose the boat. I wish everybody a safe and happy
summer 2008.
Matthias Hammer, Pender Island ✐

Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
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f all the plants that grow in the verdant
month of May, pasture is of critical
interest to many Islanders. In May, on
the Gulf Islands, the grass really begins to grow
dense and lush, full of protein and sheepgrowing nutrients. The lambs are thriving,
beginning to put on weight—still nursing and
foraging on their own too. Rick and Beth Jones
have a flock of about 54 and the Campbells have
about 200, including lambs, ewes and rams.
European Gulf Islanders have raised sheep
in the Gulf Islands since the first land preemptions in the 1860s. Most immigrants came
from sheep-raising regions of Wales, England
and Scotland.
According to the Gulf Islands Patchwork, as
there were few natural predators, bands of
sheep were left to roam and then culled in the
early summer and fall. Islanders got ‘$4 for
earlies, and later the price dropped to $2.50
each.’ About 138 years later, the Campbells can
count on about $200 for a butchered lamb.

Second, providing communities a two-year
window to gain heritage status and rehabilitate
lighthouses and accessory buildings when they
are decommissioned.
Pat has always been deeply involved in the
economic success of our coastal communities
and she views the lighthouses as a chance to
provide ‘local economic engines.’ Using
Islander ingenuity and creativity we would have
the opportunity to develop plans to utilize these
historic landmarks for heritage tourism and to
enrich our own sense of who we are. ‘Every
lighthouse has a story. Every one is there
because something happened, people drowned,
ships sank, fortunes were lost. And that is why
they matter—their history belongs to the coastal
communities,’ says our tenacious Pat.
Locally, the Mayne Island Historical Society
has already done a stellar job with the Georgina
Point Lighthouse, The Nature Conservancy has
plans for the Three Sisters Light house, a group
in Ucluelet is interested in Amphitrite Light.
On Saturna, the heritage committee is
Sheep Shearing
restoring
the East Point Lighthouse fog-alarm
Every year at this time the flocks are shorn.
building.
In
the brilliant sun of the May long
When the sun shines, the ewes are panting
under the weight and insulation of their wool. weekend, with swallows twirling and swirling
For $6 per sheep or a negotiated price for a all over East Point and its spring flowers, 50
flock, Peter de Mooy from Saanichton will come people signed the guest register book during an
open house held in the building.
over and shear your
The lovely invitation
flock—unless it is raining.
showed
a photo of the
Peter does most of the
building,
overlaid with the
Gulf Island flocks and lots
words from the East Point
on the Saanich Peninsula.
bronze marker reading, ‘On
As a 4H kid of 14, he had a
June 15th, 1791, this point
couple of sheep and a
of land was sighted and
neighbor showed him
named Punta de Santa
how to shear. Soon he
Saturnina by Captain Jose
was shearing quite a bit
Maria
Narvaez,
and
and someone said, ‘I have
beneath both layers his
a friend over from New
ship, Santa Saturnina
Zealand and he is willing
shows
faintly.
to show you a few things.’
Met
by
Richard
The New Zealander
Blagborne
and
Pat
Carney,
revolutionize
Peter’s
visitors
pattered
around
the
skills. Peter ended up
building reading on the
attending sheep-shearing
walls just what is planned
school in New Zealand Fleeced in four minutes
for each nook and cranny.
and stayed there for 7
Saturna’s
Heritage
Committee in concert with
years, shearing. He now does it as a hobby—it
keeps him close to a way of life he loves and Parks Canada and the CRD is a perfect example
of what Pat had in mind.
supports wholeheartedly.

O

Until quite recently the sheep-shearing on
Saturna was sometimes a two-day event! This
year, Peter did both of Saturna’s flocks in time
to catch the afternoon boat home plus lunch at
Campbells and tea at the Joneses.
Here at Haggis Farm, Jacques Campbell’s
collie, Carrie, corralled Rick and Beth’s Mazie,
her Mom, their two sets of twins and their two
lambs from last year. Peter expertly caught hold
of them and in about four minutes of flowing
effort with the electric shears a ten pound fleece
was left on the boards as the ewe jumped away.
At Campbell’s farm, Jacques had help with
sorting and rolling fleeces from her dad,
nephew, weaver friend Theresa Higgins, and
young David Stiller from Germany—who has
been with the Campbells for five weeks as a
member of Willing Workers on Organic Farms.

Photo: Susan Banjavich

The swimming season coming up, Drumbeg Park, Gabriola
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Quadrat Study

At the invitation of the Saturna Ecological
Education Centre, under the direction of
Athena George, the Department of Fisheries
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Discover

Nature...

it’s your
new

home

held a 2-day shorekeepers course at Veruna
Bay.
Sean MacConnachie, led about ten Saturna
Lighthouse Preservation
Islanders
through setting up and conducting a
Now-retired Pat Carney, Senate champion of
quadrat
study
to inventory 50 meters of
westcoast issues for nearly 30 years, has
succeeded in her private members’ Bill S-225, seashore fauna and flora. The idea is to
inventorying every living thing that you
passed after it had been
can possibly identify in a number of
tabled six times! This
2x2’ squares. Sectioning out a spread of
legislation
gives
beach into study squares, including
individual Canadians a
accounting for inclines, is quite
say in the disposition of
rigorous.
256 federally owned
You record all the gorgeous, booklighthouses that dot our
cover
species and the dull ‘black-andcoastlines.
white’
creatures. Quite a contrast to
Previously the fate of
lighthouses,
their Pat Carney viewing another running about at the lowest possible
tide and ‘treasure hunting’ the most
equipment and auxiliary coast (in Nice, France).
colorful and interesting species.
buildings was dependent on the whim of the
The tides were super-low allowing an
Department of Fisheries with no allowance or
consideration for local input. Even getting unparalleled peek into the lives of creatures that
usually live beneath the glistening surface of the
access to lighthouse grounds wasn’t easy.
There are two aspects to Pat’s legislation. Salish Sea. Sean had a wonderful time himself
First, preserving maritime history while a and was pleased with the health of the beach
lighthouse is still operational—preventing the area. The group will inventory another local
structures from being altered or destroyed and beach soon in order to set up population
requiring that they be reasonable maintained. distribution baselines. ✐

Discover a new way of living. Surround yourself
with nature’s purest building material, nature itself.
Pure natural log homes by Calico have been shipped around the world for 35 years. From
recreational cottages to executive homes... What nature grows, we profile into perfect log
retreats. Isn't it time you started living more naturally? Make the call today, or check us out
on the web.You'll be glad you discovered nature's purest way of living.

Calico, where nature becomes your home.

www.calicologhomes.com

Maple Ridge, BC Canada
Toll free: 1-866-462-9608

S ISLAND
A T UREALTY
RNA
Stunning sw-facing waterfront
owners dock, well & driveway
adjacent to vineyard $499,950

Joan Combes, Broker/Owner
100 East Point Road
866.539.2121 fax 250.539.5567
www.saturnarealty.com

1.5 acre Ocean View $539,000
Cedar log home and studio
Completely remodeled, turn-key
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Commentary by Patrick Brown
LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that The Gulf of
Georgia Timber Company Ltd.
of Saltspring Island, BC
intends to make application to
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region office for a license for a
commercial marina situated on
Provincial Crown Land located
in the vicinity of Ganges
Harbour, Saltspring Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is # 1406746. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed
to the Section Head, Integrated
Land Management Bureau at #
142-2080
Labieux
Road,
Nanaimo, B.C V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until July 6, 2008. ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website at
http://www.al.gov.bc.ca/clad/
land_prog_services/programs.
html under Tenure Overview
and Program Information for
more information.
Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information
Advisor
at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.

Oil prices—betting on the only sure thing
he price of crude oil is rising at an
unprecedented rate, and oscillates wildly from
day to day. What drives massive speculation?
How much of the rapidly escalating price reflects the
supply and demand of the market, and how much
results from trading by speculators who have no
intention of taking delivery of their oil?
A week or so ago, the financial firm Goldman
Sachs predicted that the price of crude could rise to
over $150 US a barrel in the next year. Almost
overnight, crude has risen by many dollars a barrel.
There are no reliable estimates as to how much of
the price of a barrel of crude is due to speculative
trading in ‘paper oil’. However, over the longer term,
the quoted price of oil futures is bound to have a
significant influence on the actual price of oil.
The answer to the first question, ‘What drives
‘speculation?’ takes longer to explain. Essentially, it is
because ‘paper oil’ has become a safe substitute for
the increasingly shaky US dollar, the world’s reserve
currency. Let’s follow the oil trail.

T

Pricing of Crude Oil
Both legitimate traders and ‘paper oil’ speculators
purchase crude oil ‘futures’, mostly for delivery
within the next six months. There is also a variety of
other methods of investing, such as swaps and
options, with dozens of colourful names.

The benchmark price per barrel quoted daily in
the media is based on a 1,000 barrel contract of a
specific grade (in the US: WTI or ‘light sweet crude’,
in Europe: Brent) to be delivered to a specific location
one month from now. If a futures contract actually
results in the physical delivery of crude oil, the final
price will be adjusted to reflect any differences, in
either quality or delivery, from the benchmark).
In fact, there is an entire matrix of prices for
different grades and different delivery dates. From
this matrix traders deduce a trend on which to
speculate.
Not all oil is traded at published prices. Much of it
changes hands under long-term contracts at prices
negotiated some time ago, by government entities
and oil companies which are actually in the oil
business, and which actually ship and take delivery of
oil with the intention of refining it into useful
products like gasoline, diesel, and plastics.

Supply and Demand Match
We know that the total world supply of oil nearly
equals the total world demand. We also know that
the supply is unlikely to increase significantly in the
future, and that while oil consumption in the
developed world is declining slightly, oil
consumption in the developing world is increasing
up to 5% per year.
India, China, and many other developing

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations
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STEP-UP
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Years 1 & 2: 3.50%.
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why Island Savings offers you these and other great term deposits†. They give you the
choice, ﬂexibility and security* you need to relax and get on with life.
Plus, with Island Savings, you’ll also enjoy the satisfaction of knowing you’re dealing
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countries are subsidizing gasoline as they develop
their own transportation networks and automobile
industries.
Therefore the overall outlook for the market is
continuing tightness or increasing shortage. Most
traders anticipate that this will result in continued
high or increasing prices; and that the closer we get to
an overall shortage, the more rapidly prices would
rise.

There’s More Trading Than
There is Oil
The actual world crude consumption is around 85
million bpd (barrels per day). Every day NYMEX
(New York Mercantile Exchange) trades contracts
covering 150 million bpd, with an ‘open interest’
(contracts available to be traded on a typical day) of
around one billion bpd.
Brent crude (actually, only 1% of actual worldwide
oil production) accounts for daily contract trading of
another 100 million bpd. All of this indicates clearly
that there is far more oil trading than there is oil.

The Speculative Market
‘Paper Oil’
Less than 5% of NYMEX contracts result in the actual
delivery of crude oil. So if you have a contract to take
delivery of oil, and you are not actually an oil
OIL SPECULATION, please turn to page 10

LOGGING from page 6
growth temperate rainforests are on the verge of extinction. The
remote and rugged location of this virgin pristine wilderness has
protected it from one hundred and fifty years of industrial
logging—until today!
After passing through a tunnel plowed through 10 feet of snow
at the peak of that last mountain ridge, we descend into the East
Creek valley where we come upon many clear-cuts devoid of life.
Roads blasted through the mountainsides link large areas of
stumps along the natural watershed of East Creek.
In the past few years LeMare Logging, operating out of Port
McNeill, has felled most of the old growth forest in the upper
watershed of East Creek. Each of the clear-cuts is focussed around
a creek or tributary where the largest trees once grew. Massive
stumps from ancient trees line the banks of these waterways.
We watched as more trees were being felled; lots of mess, and
a deadly silence after the crew trucks had left the valley. Hundreds
of truckloads of logs are lying on the sides of the roads, waiting for
the snow to melt so they can be hauled to the boomyards for
shipping. Ironically, the fresh cut trees seemed almost natural
lying on the ground surrounded by branches and needles. Soon
grapple-yarders will move in and drag the logs to the roadsides,
devastating everything in their paths.
The upper valley is now almost completely logged and the
lower valley will be cut down next. The really big trees are still
standing in an intact pristine rainforest, which stretches from the
East Creek estuary at Klaskish Inlet upstream about 4km to where
LeMare Logging has already logged the watershed.
Western Forest Products will be moving in soon to replace
LeMare Logging and they will destroy the lower valley. This
transition will occur in the next few months. As far as the BC
Ministry of Forests is concerned this is a done deal, with no public
process for approval.
The public has been lead to believe that roads and logging are
kept away from the watershed of creeks. At a junction fork of the
largest tributaries, the final two waterways that flow into lower
East Creek, stand a row of single trees along the water. Many of
these ‘leave’ trees have already blown down in winds funneled by
the clear-cut areas all around.
The logging of upper East Creek appears to be an improvement
on logging in the neighbouring Klaskish Creek valley where
stumps stand on the banks of the waterway and even on small
islands in the middle of the creek. The fragmented strips of forest
that are left behind contain the smallest trees, growing on the rock
outcropping between the soiled areas along the waterways where
the heaviest logging has occurred.
East Creek is designated as a Special Management Zone by the
Vancouver Island Land Management and was considered a
Natural Disturbance Type #1 by the Forest Practices Code. Both
these distinction would have the public believe that the highest
standards of logging regulations would be upheld in this ancient
forest. However, the ‘Results Based Forestry Code’ leaves it up to
the logging companies to report on their logging standards, with
no public approval process in place to monitor environmental or
ecological degradation in the old growth forest.
Western Forest Products holds a ‘timber lease’ on the old
growth trees in the lower East Creek Valley, meaning it has no
obligation to work towards standards required by a ‘Tree Farm
License,’ where planting and cultivation of a second harvest would
be the goal.
Regardless, in either case, the old growth temperate rainforest
of East Creek will be blasted for logging roads, the trees will be cut
down, yarders will drag the logs across the watershed, and the
ecosystem will be destroyed.
Based on what I witnessed, the public does not know this is
happening today, and the Ministry of Forests has approved it.
Richard Boyce is a documentary filmmaker who has spent
most of his life exploring Vancouver Island. Certified by
Forestry Renewal BC as a Woodlands Manager, he also writes
a column for the PQNews. The Dogwood Initiative has
organized a petition calling for the resignation of Forests
Minister Rich Coleman, see www.dogwoodinitiative.org. ✐

150 TALES from page 5
dispute between the United States, Great Britain and the
fledgling country soon to be called Canada, and a near war on
San Juan Island over some pigs. So, Victorian-age geo-politics
brought the Royal Navy into these waters in force.
In 1857 the sailing warship HMS Ganges, with 84 guns,
spent three years in this vicinity. HMS Ganges was one of the
last of its kind (steam-power was taking over) and an aweinspiring testament to power and wealth. A mobile fortress with
guns that fired shot weighing 32 pounds each at a velocity of just
under the speed of sound. A fine model of this ship used to be on
display at the Mouat Center Mall in Ganges. Is it still there I
wonder?
If an intergalactic spaceship armed with photon torpedoes
and energy-pulse weapons landed at Ganges Village tomorrow,
it might be an event for today’s inhabitants similar to the day in
1857, when HMS Ganges sailed into the harbour now named
after her.
Commanding this ship was Captain John Fulford, it was the
flagship of Rear Admiral Robert Baynes; the ship and its officers
left their names on this coast in many places. They surveyed and
charted as they went, this too was part of the job of conquest;
knowledge is and always has been power. And so the island
became Admiral Island and Admiralty Bay.
Places can have many names on the coast and the island we
now know as Salt Spring is a good example. While exploring the
island, some of the Bay Company men found brine pools around
an inland lake and promptly named the whole place Saltspring
Island, despite knowing the aboriginal name, Chuan.
As the threat of war passed the Royal Navy sent dedicated
surveying vessels to make observations, chart and collate the
data to produce marine charts to make the coastal waters safe for
navigation and the settlement that would surely follow.
In 1859 Captain Richards of the survey vessel HMS Plumper
collected and verified available information and made judicious
changes to place names here and there. England now owned this
part of the world, by right of being able to hold what they
claimed and the names should reflect who was in control but
with a friendly nod to all who had passed this way. So, the
Spanish and even the First Nations got some recognition.
Naming and renaming was carried on by Lieutenant Pender
RN, in the Steamship Beaver and Captain Parry in HMS Egeria
and between them they pretty much re-labelled the features of
the West Coast.
And hence we have Saltspring Island, (or Salt Spring Island,
Canada Post recognizes both), Fulford Harbour, Ganges
Harbour and Captain Passage. ✐
TILMA from page 1
provincial statutes to accord Cabinet the discretionary power to
nullify, through regulation, the application of provisions of those
laws to companies and other entities from outside the province.’
The legal opinion was commissioned by the Canadian Union
of Public Employees (CUPE). At a press conference, CUPE-BC
president Barry O’Neill, representing BC and Alberta, calls
Shrybman’s report ‘the most damning indictment yet’ of the
controversial TILMA deal, which was reached in secret between
the Campbell Liberals and Alberta’s Ralph Klein government.
‘Bill 32's amendment granting the Cabinet discretionary
powers to overrule laws affecting companies from outside BC is
one of the more arrogant manipulations of legislation we have
seen from this government,’ says O’Neill, ‘This is power by
proclamation, which the courts have referred to as ‘King Henry
the Eighth clauses’. Does Mr Campbell wish to be compared to
such a monarch? ✐
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Climate Action Dividend

How will you spend your $100?
Starting in late June, British Columbians will receive a Climate Action Dividend of
$100. Together with new cuts to personal and business taxes and over $1 billion
in climate action initiatives, the dividend is intended to help people make climate
friendly choices. By making smart choices with your $100 dividend on everyday
purchases like energy-efficient light bulbs, or shopping locally for produce, your
decisions can make a big difference.
To learn more about the dividend and other climate smart measures,
visit smartchoicesbc.ca or call 1-877-387-3332.

BILL 42 from page 1
The discussion continued: ‘the third party advertising
expense limits are rationally connected to the objectives. They
prevent those who have access to significant financial resources,
and are able to purchase unlimited amount of advertising, to
dominate the electoral discourse to the detriment of others; they
create a balance between the financial resources of each
candidate or political party; and they advance the perception
that the electoral process is substantively fair as it provides for a
reasonable degree of equality between citizens who wish to
participate in that process.’
And therefore: ‘the salutary effects of promoting fairness and
accessibility in the electoral system and increasing Canadians’
confidence in it outweigh the deleterious effect that the spending
limits permit third parties to engage in informational but not
necessarily persuasive campaigns.’

BC’s 120 day Period
Since the Supreme Court of Canada decision, holding that
spending limits in the $150,000 range, or $3,000 per riding for
the election campaign period were reasonable, several other
provinces have introduced or contemplated similar legislation.
However, only BC has attempted to introduce limits on third
party advertising for 120 days before the campaign period, a
development clearly not contemplated by the Supreme Court
judgment. The Supreme Court is concerns itself only with
spending limits within the campaign period—between the
election call and the day before the election (an advertising
blackout on election day is supported by all legislation).
Arguing that a restriction on spending that applies only to the
election period is reasonable, the decision of the Supreme Court
clearly assumed that there would be no restrictions on such
advertising at other times: ‘…third party advertising is not
restricted prior to the commencement of the election period.
‘Outside this time, the limits on third party intervention in
political life do not exist. Any group or individual may freely
spend money or advertise to make its views known or to
persuade others. In fact, many of these groups are not formed
for the purpose of an election but are already organized and have
a continued presence, mandate and political view which they
promote. Many groups and individuals will reinforce their
message during an electoral campaign.’ ✐

No Worries
When you’re insured with Western Financial Group, you’ll receive a
competitive rate, the best coverage and a fair claim—guaranteed.
Not to mention, peace of mind.
Insurance | Investments | Agency Banking

PENDER ISLAND AGENCIES

629-3336

Western
Financial
Group
...because we live here.
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Safe boating season
The Office of Boating Safety, together with Canada Power and
Sail Squadron (CPSS) and Canadian Coast Guard Auxiliary, are
reminding British Columbians of the simple precautions they
can take to prevent accidents and fatalities on the water.
• Wear a Lifejacket: It’s an obvious safety measure that is
often overlooked. In 85% of boating fatalities the victim was not
wearing a lifejacket. Today’s lifejackets (PDFs) are comfortable,
slim-fitting and stylish.
• Be Prepared: Inspect all your equipment before
departure; check the weather forecast; leave a trip plan with a
responsible person; carry your marine charts; and ensure you
have the minimum gear required for your vessel size. Most boats
need a floating heaving line, flares and/or a flashlight, a manual
bilge pump or bailer, navigation lights, paddles, an anchor, a fire
extinguisher, a whistle or horn and lifejackets.
• Get Your Pleasure Craft Operator Card: Nine years
ago, a law was passed in Canada requiring that operators of
powered recreational boats have a basic level of boating
knowledge. By September 2009, all boaters will need to have
their proof of competency (it is already required for people born
after April 1, 1983, or who operate a vessel less than 4 metres in
length). The best way to get your proof is to take a safe boating
course. Courses are offered by organizations like the CPSS, local
sailing schools and paddling organizations.
Following these safety measures and have a good time on the
water. ✐

OIL SPECULATION from page 8
company and cannot take delivery, what do you do when its
delivery date comes up? Simple. You either sell the contract to
someone who actually wants the oil and can take delivery; or you
swap the contract for one that is due further into the future; or
you sell it for cash. If it turns out that today’s oil price is less than
you paid for futures with delivery today, you lose money. If it’s
more, you make money.

Oil Ideal For Speculation
In addition to the sheer size of the market, crude oil has many
features that make it a safe bet for speculation:
• demand about matches supply, and demand is reliable and
gradually increasing, while supply is limited; this results in a
generally rising price trend;
• the market for futures and other derivatives is mostly
composed of other speculators, not oil companies; there are
many possible trading partners with unlimited funds;
• the underlying asset (crude oil) has intrinsic value, is real
and is a necessity for the world economy;
• daily price variations are within a limited range: large
enough so that profits can be made by short-term buying and
selling, but small enough so that trading ‘on margin’ (with
borrowed money) is practical. Of course, these daily fluctuations
are themselves indicative of a great deal of speculative trading.
• there are virtually no government or industry regulations
limiting oil futures trading.

The Link Between US Dollars & Oil
Most oil is priced, bought and sold in US dollars, the world’s
current reserve currency. So trading in crude oil can be regarded
as an exchange of US dollars for oil or oil futures.
Consider the following:
• the dollar itself, like any currency, has no intrinsic value; it
is merely a medium of exchange;
• the demand for US dollars is dependent on the US economy.
But the US annual trade deficit has been in the $600 billion
range for the last few years, so US external debt has been
accumulating rapidly;
• much of the US government’s expenditures over the past
few years has been devoted to warfare, and this has been
financed by borrowing. While this contributes significantly to the
US economy, on a world scale much of this money is wasted and
can be regarded as unproductive;
• $1.3 trillion of the US government’s $9.5 trillion national
debt is held by foreign countries, notably China and Japan, in the
form of US Treasury notes;
• Large quantities of dollars are held by nations that sell their
oil to the US. Some of these countries hold these funds in US
Treasury notes as reserves in their central banks. As long as they
are willing to continue to acquire and hold US Treasury notes,

the US can continue to borrow from overseas.
(Some countries hoard this money in ‘sovereign wealth funds’
and roam the world looking for real assets to purchase with it, eg:
Abu Dhabi’s $7.5 billion investment in Citibank in 2007.)
• there is no effective limit to the supply of US dollars in
circulation. Since the Bretton Woods ‘gold standard’ currency
pact was abandoned in 1973, there have been no reserve
requirements for overseas holdings. US domestic banks have
been able to get around Federal Reserve Bank (FRB) reserve
requirements (the securitization of sub-prime mortgages was
one method). When domestic banks get into trouble, they can
expect the Federal Reserve Bank to bail them out (eg: the FRB
financed JP Morgan Chase’s bailout of Bear Stearns in 2008);

Support for a Reserve Currency
The US has, for the last sixty years, enjoyed the benefits of being
the world’s reserve currency; but it has not carried out associated
responsibilities for currency stability.
The value of a reserve currency depends on the amount of
trust in it. The US dollar is gradually losing value against the
Euro, its chief rival (introduced in 2002). It is also, of course,
losing value in terms of how much oil it will buy. Holders of US
dollars are desperately seeking investments, preferably sound
assets, or if not, speculative opportunities.
Nonetheless, the currencies of many nations are tied, either
by investment or trading relationships, to the US dollar. So,
although it is losing ground, it is in the interest of most countries,
corporations, and people to shore up the US dollar.

Oil & Oil Substitutes:
The New Gold Standard
But since the US dollar is a reserve currency, it cannot be
devalued easily, either by government action or the foreign
exchange market. But now the rising price of crude oil is
behaving as an equivalent to the falling value of the US dollar.
It is not only fossil oil that is regarded in this way. The newly
created link between ethanol and gasoline, backed up by US and
Canadian legislation, subsidies, and import duties, has led to
corn as an object of speculation. Corn-based ethanol has some of
the fossil oils characteristics: close supply/demand equivalence,
a guaranteed market with steadily rising prices, a deliverable
underlying asset, and so on.

Speculation In Food Grains
As corn becomes a fuel crop, intense speculation has begun in
other food grains (wheat, rice, soybeans, etc). Speculation-driven
food-price increases have led to severe inflation in many countries
which joined the international agricultural products trading
regime. Inflation is also evident in the cost factors in factory
agriculture (fertilizer, farmland, fuel for farm equipment, etc).
Here in Canada and in the US, official ‘core inflation’ indices
deliberately exclude both food and energy. So not much open
anti-inflationary action is to be expected from these two
governments. However, the US is in the process of lowering
interest rates and doling out cash ‘tax advances’ throughout the
nation, and both of these actions may be regarded as
inflationary.
Both Saudi Arabia and China, whose currencies are tied to
the US dollar, are experiencing rapid consumer-level inflation.

A Reserve Currency in Serious
Trouble
The US is over-indebted on nearly every level. The sub-prime
mortgage bubble and the related consumer debt growth over the
past few years has financed the consumer economy, disguising
its increasing weakness. Borrowing by the US government has
disguised the cost of wars. And speculative activity has disguised
weaknesses in the US financial infrastructure and its regulation.
Devaluation, and the resulting inflation, are the classic
consequences for an over-indebted country. Any inflationary
measures in the US will be eyed with trepidation by the world
because inflation also reduces the value of all those US Treasury
notes held by foreign countries. Meanwhile other countries dare
not sell them off ahead of their declining value-this would risk
panic selling of US dollar financial assets around the world, and
further depress the dollar’s value.
It’s a vicious circle. Is it any wonder that US dollar
speculation in ‘paper oil’ looks like a good bet? ✐
RTI from page 3

Mayne May Day

Every move is a good move.
Making small, simple lifestyle changes

to help families be more active.

can improve your children’s health.

ActNow BC is a part of the provincial

It’s easier than you think. Help your

government’s efforts to encourage

family get active and start making

British Columbians to live healthier lives

healthy lifestyle choices. Resources

through increased physical activity and

are available through ActNow BC

improved nutrition.
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Take the ActNow BC Healthy Living Pledge at actnowbc.ca
and you’ll be eligible to win a Whistler family getaway.

We couldn’t have wished for better weather as we celebrated
Mayne Island Conservancy’s 3rd Annual Community May Day
on Saturday May 17. As soon as the first Farmers’ Market of
2008 ended at the Ag Hall, the festivities began. What a fun day!
We had the Quicks Bottom Morris Dancers from Victoria
dancing up a storm followed by the Mayne Island Community
Choir singing some lovely May songs. After swearing a solemn
oath concerning the proper treatment of the maypole, several
good and strong men with wonderful hats, led by the Green Man
and his entourage, took the pole into the merry parade through
Miners Bay down the road to Miners Bay Park .
We had drummers and dancers and about 200 participants
decked out in flowered garlands all enjoying the fun.
On getting to the park, the parade stopped at the labyrinth
where, surrounded by wonderful little fairies and pixies, the new
queen, Samantha Taylor, was crowned by last year’s queen,
Jessica Willow. When the maypole had been successfully erected
with great ceremony, the beautiful May Maidens of Mayne
treated us to a skillfully executed ribbon dance directed by Lael
Whitehead.
As always, the kids‚ games directed by Mike and Dove were a
great success as were the refreshments served afterwards. The
‘Best May Day Costume’ was won by Tania Godoroja.
Many thanks to everyone who helped us and to those who
came out and enjoyed the day with us. (Maggie Cheetham) ✐
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GSA Auto Rentals

Mention this ad & get
10% off first month’s
rental.

ISLAND
EXPLORER
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Southern Gulf

250-381-2157

House & Cottage Rentals

Cell 250-361-5028
Fax 250-383-2198

Rent or Lease
Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Minivans

Licensed Property Management
on the Gulf Islands since 1994.

655-5038
1-800-809-0788
GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

FREE!

Scrap Car,
Truck, Bus &
Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!
Gulf Islands •Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

MEETINGS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of School
Trustees will be held at the School
Board Office, Ganges Wednesday, June
11 commencing at 1pm. To view the
agenda for this meeting, please refer to
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html.
Public Welcome!

Ltd.

LTD.

List With Us For
Successful
Rentals

We will pick you up
from Ferries & Airport
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N
A ROOFING
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Monthly Rentals
from $550

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

FOR RENT
L

AUTOMOTIVE

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

FOR SALE
OdorBeGone septic vent air cleaner.
Removes sewer gas coming from
vent stack. Filter lasts 4-5 years,
Canadian company. $79 includes
taxes. www.odorbegone.ca 250-3732272.

Electric Bikes
Trikes & Scooters
Specially selected for
Gulf Islands use.
Fantastic new bike and
electric technology.
Call Louis Vallee

250-539-5317

STANDING SEAM
METAL ROOFING

FO R WATER
C OLLECTION S YSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

FAAC Gate
Control Systems

KLYNE
CONSTRUCTION
CONSULTING

ALLIANCE DRILLING

Protecting Your
Investment

• Residential and
commercial well drilling
• Well pump and water
treatment systems
• BC Licenced Driller
since 1994
• FREE on-site consultation
• Hydro fracturing to
improve low yield wells

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1 866 834 1600 / 250 391 6107
www.alliancedrilling.ca

Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

COMPLETE WATER
WELL SERVICES

www.flynn.ca

• Pre-construction planning,
budgets, contracts, site
reviews, project management
• HPO owner-builder
consulting
• Hourly or package pricing
• High-end specialist
• Boat access locations
welcome
• Serving Gulf Islands and
Vancouver Island

Al Klyne 250-539-9887

WoodFired
Hot Tubs

Well Drillers
Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for
Sundecks Garage Decks
and Roofdecks
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

Tait Technical
Solutions
Authorized Service Technician

250-537-5268

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

alanklyne@telus.net

Custom Built
Aluminum Gates

samander@telus.net

1-877-652-0599

Come on in!

   or
  

WATER TAXI
Serving All The
Southern
Gulf Islands

Docside Charters

250-217-4488

CORKY TALK, from page 2
across the United States trying to find a medical plan that would
take a woman who had once had breast cancer. Zip. She isn’t
poor. She isn’t a poor person. She’s a consumer, a person with
cash, who drives a big car, and she couldn’t get health care.
The second story I’ll tell you is from my mom—now passed
away. I went to visit my mom when she was 80. She had a
birthday, and we all gathered there to celebrate my mom’s
birthday. She also lived in the United States at the time.
Everybody was there, and they gathered around. My mom’s
name, too, is Margaret, and somebody—one of the cousins—
said: ‘Well, Margaret, you look pretty good. You’re 80, but you
look pretty healthy. How do you think you’re doing?’ And what
she said—because now I’ve been living in Canada—stunned me.
She said: ‘Oh, I’m great. My doctor says: ‘Margaret, you’re going
to live as long as you can afford to pay me to keep you that way.’’
Can you imagine that, Honourable Speaker? Can you
imagine life expectancy defined by the size of your bank account?
See, in Canada, we don’t feel that way. I immigrated. I was 20
years old—21 actually, a couple days after my birthday. I had two
kids and a pregnant wife, and I lived all that time—my previous
life—in the United States. I actually saw people who didn’t have
money bleeding in hospitals from knife wounds and gunshot
wounds when I was a kid. They just bled.
I lived in a system where my parents had enough money, so
I had a health care system. Then I came to Canada and got a job
as a longshoreman, but I didn’t have papers. I hadn’t signed up
for medicare, BC Med. In fact, we were so green about how
Canada worked that we didn’t even have a doctor. Bonnie’s
pregnant, and Hallowe’en night, she says: ‘Cork, you better wake
up. My water’s broke.’ I go: ‘What are we going to do? We don’t
have a doctor; we don’t have a plan.’ She goes: ‘I don’t care what
we do, but we’re going to the hospital.’
So we drive off to the old hospital in Duncan. I’m scared.
We’ve got little kids in the back. We get to the hospital, and it’s
dark. It’s midnight. We go in there, and the emergency room
nurse says: ‘Oh, it looks like you’re having a baby, dear.’ Bonnie
says: ‘Yeah.’ She puts her in a wheelchair, and off they go. I go to
the front of the hospital where there’s a big oak desk, and I’m
standing there in the dark. All the lights are off in the hospital.
I’m standing in the dark and waiting for somebody to come out
and say: ‘Pay. Show me your papers.’
I’m there for ten minutes, fifteen minutes. I don’t know
what’s happening upstairs. Bonnie’s having a…. I don’t know,
but I’m standing there in the dark waiting because I don’t
imagine that you can be in a hospital ….
Honest to God. I know it sounds silly to you, but I grew up in

ISLAND
MARINE
CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES
Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile
Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

   
alumitubs@telus net
Sechelt BC

REAL ESTATE
Saturna Island view property for
sale. .64 of an acre by the ferry
terminal. Asking $149,000. Contact
Nancy at 604-266-4027 or Jon at
604-266-5433.
Details
at
www.southlandsinsurance.com/pro
perty/saturna.htm

a different system, one we’re trying to keep from coming here.
Finally, this nurse is rushing from one part of the hospital to
the other part. She goes past the big oak desk, sees me standing
there and says: ‘What are you doing there?’ I said: ‘I’ve got to be
admitted here. I’ve got to make a deal.’ And she says: ‘Aren’t you
the guy whose wife’s having a baby?’ I said: ‘Yeah.’ She said:
‘Well, this is Canada. Go upstairs, have the baby, and come see
me tomorrow. We’re having a baby here, not doing a deal.’
And even though guys don’t cry, I was crying in the dark
because I didn’t know…. This is a miracle. You see, to those of us
who weren’t born into this system, this is a miracle. This isn’t
how it is out there.
Now we’re just adding one word, eh? Never mind Corky’s
stories about America. We’re just adding one word to the
Canadian principles for medicare. The word is ‘sustainable.’
I would have expected in three days of debate here that the
folks over there, some of whom are pretty smart … Get up and
tell me why I need that word, sustainable. I didn’t think it would
help, as the minister myself. I never saw how it would help as a
parent or citizen. But if there was an argument for adding that
word ‘sustainable’ I would have thought that I would have heard
it by now.
I didn’t hear it. So you know what happens? When people
don’t hear the reason to do something from the people that are
proposing it, they start to think…. They start to want to look
under the rock.
Once upon a time people who worked in this building were up
there with ministers of God in the public’s respect. Now we’re kind
of down there with car salesmen. When the folks at home see us
doing something they don’t understand, they’re wondering about
the fine print. They’re wondering what’s under the rock.
If you’re going to do something as radical as change the five
words that Canada historically used to define health care to six,
they want to know: ‘What does the sixth word mean?’ There’s
some risk about what it might mean. I think there’s so much risk
that even if I wasn’t afraid that it’s a trick….
I’m paid wages to oppose. I’m paid…. You know how
democracy works? The government’s supposed to propose and
argue a case. We’re supposed to oppose and argue a case.
Through the argument, stupid stuff is supposed to disappear,
and good public policy and legislation is supposed to get born.
I’m working with what I have felt, as a person, is a miracle.
When you got a miracle, you don’t add a word without an
understanding. There’s no understanding coming here because
there’s no debate coming here because nobody has stood up in
three days to argue why.

Waterworks
Bulk Water Delivery Ltd

• 3000gals Drinking Water •

Tank Filling, Cleaning,
Sales & Rentals
Pool Filling

PROPANE
Pre-Season
Specials!

Servicing the Gulf Islands

www alumitubs com

MARINE

539-5252 or
250-478-6937

F R O M THE T A N K
TO THE
APPLIANCE
& EVERYTHING IN
BETWEEN
V i s i t U s At

CRD Health Approved

WWW.PROPANEWEST.CA

250-474-7912

1-888-754-5054

The folks at home — what are they thinking? They’re thinking
maybe that word erodes the history of the other five. I’m starting
to think that, too, and I am an optimistic, cheerful person. I am
not a paranoid person.
I usually look for the best in people and in public policy. But
when nobody will tell me the reason for adding a word in
something that works so well that it’s a miracle, then I’m starting
to think that maybe there’s something in there that’s going to
erode what I had so that my grandchildren don’t have it. The
word says sustainability. That means it goes on into the future.
We in this room are in control of how much money there is.
We raise taxes; we lower taxes. We charge more for trees, more
for water; we charge less for trees, less for water. We’re totally in
control of how much money there is. Does sustainable mean that
if we say there will be less money, then there’s less care? Is that
what it means?
Honourable Speaker, if that’s what it means, then we ought to
have a debate, not just in this room but everywhere—but at least
in this room.
What is the function of coming to work here? Why did the
people elect you if not to speak? What have you got except voice?
What are you using to do your job, to argue your case, except
your integrity, your words, your debate?
If you come in here with power because you got 50 votes and
you don’t speak, then the people think it’s a trick. Even I am
starting to think it’s a trick.
We’ve got to withdraw this bill, or else, folks at home, you’re
going to have to rise up, because there’s nothing in this process
that is explaining to me or to you why we are adding a word to a
miracle.
I don’t know if it’s a trick, but I know that it is our job to try to
find out, and we have failed to find out. That means, folks, that
power will answer this question, because debate is failing in
British Columbia today. ✐

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…
We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.
Open daily 9am to 6pm
Sunday 9:30am to 5pm

250.539.2936
SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND
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Galiano celebrates 150th anniversary ~ Paul Leblond
hen Dionisio Alcalà Galiano anchored off Pebble Rosamond Hardy, whose grandfather, Finlay Murcheson,
Beach in July 1792, he did not know that the nearby settled on Galiano in 1882; and Florence and Marguerit James
shore was part of an island. It was only in 1858, as representing the Penelakut tribe within whose traditional
part of a survey of the boundary between the British territories territory Galiano Island lies.
and the United States that the Gulf Islands were accurately
Marguerit and Florence James opened the event with a
charted. Captain Henry Richards and the officers of HMS short and moving traditional prayer. Iona Campagnolo then
Plumper drew the first detailed map of the archipelago and reminded the assembly of the importance of being inclusive in
gave their modern names to some of the islands, among which our view of human history and the role played by museums in
is Galiano.
preserving and presenting that history.
The sesquicentennial of the naming of Galiano Island
The main feature of the event was a play, directed by David
coincides with that of the proclamation of
Clothier, presenting a series of vignettes of
the colony of British Columbia. To I ona Campagnolo
Island history, drawn from history books
celebrate this double anniversary the cuts the cake.
and journals, supported by projected visuals
Galiano Museum Society convened an Photo: Annette Shaw
and buoyed up by lively British Columbia
elaborate Birthday Party on May 17,
folk songs such as ‘The Song of the Sockeye,’
under the theme: ‘Learning to Live
‘Rancher of BC,’ and ‘Way Up the Yucataw’.
Together,’ an account of the past 150
Cutting a giant birthday cake, decorated
years as well as a guiding motto for the
with a map of the Island, was high point of
future.
the celebration. Ms Campagnolo is seen here
The community hall was festooned
cutting the cake. In the background, the
with flags and posters celebrating island
hand-operated fog-horn used by Porlier
history, with special emphasis on the life
Pass light keeper Sticks Allison. ✐
and times of First Nations and early
The Galiano Museum Society received a
pioneers. The 1933 gramophone donated
$1,500 BC150 Celebration Grant. To qualify
to the Galiano museum by the Scoones
for a BC150 Celebration grant,
family provided musical entertainment
organizations must be non-profit, operate
while the guests perused the exhibits.
primarily for community benefit and have
Museum society president David
a voluntary, broad-based membership.
Haley welcomed everyone and introduced the honored guests: Organizations can apply until August 31. Grants of up to
Iona Campagnolo, former Lieutenant Governor of British $10,000 are available through the Ministry of Public Safety
Columbia, native of Galiano Island and honorary patron of and Solicitor General. For more information visit
Galiano Museum Society; Ms Campagnolo’s mother Mrs www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/gaming/grants/bc150.
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Vancouver Island & Around the Georgia Strait (plus the Pacific!)
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B&B Motel • Rooms
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Historic Duncan

Visuall Designn forr thee Cameraa - Junee 144 withh Boomerr Jerrittt

FREE PICK-UP

  Canada Ave

20 min from Nanaimo Ferries
10 min from Nanaimo Airport

opposite our heritage
train station

VICTORIA PICK-UP
Free with 1-week stay

250-746-5233

www.ladysmithoceanview.com
www.bbvacation.com
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Central Vancouver Island

That ‘Little’
Coffee Place

Spring
g & Summerr Weekend
d Workshops

1-888-310-2299

Tolll Free::
1-888-335-1221
1

1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

STOFER

MAUI
Vacation Condos

GALLERY
5305 East Road
Denman Island
www.stofergallery.com
stofer@telus.net
250-335-3246

In the filtered sunlight of an old
forest. 1o min walk via Mouat Park
trails to Ganges or 3 min drive.

Water Taxi
Eco-Tours Whale Encounters
Fishing Charters Boating Instruction

Visa, Mastercard, AmEx

 Rainbow Rd

Salt Spring Island

250-537-4346

gardenfaire@saltspring.com

Wish You
Were Here!

poetscruise@shaw.ca
www.poetscove.com

$49.00

Hope Bay

Ltd

Pender Island

NEW! Virtual Tours - visit
www.propertyonpender.com

Starting on July 1 new safety regulations for children riding in
vehicles will take effect. Drivers will be responsible for
transporting children in age- and weight-appropriate child carseats until their 9th birthdays.
Most children under the age of nine that have outgrown their
forward-facing child seat should use a booster because they are
too small for adult seat belts to be beneficial in a motor vehicle
collision. A booster seat positions the child so that the seat belts
can protect the body properly.
A recent survey indicated an overall increase in booster seat
use, but that there is still less than 50% of children between 4 and
9-years-old using booster seats. This is why the legislation has
been changed to include booster seats.
While a British Columbia-wide child car-seat study shows
that 95% of babies and toddlers are restrained, more than half of
those child car seats have installation or use problems that could
compromise a child’s safety. The good news is that often only a
few simple adjustments can make the difference.
A correctly installed and used child car seat can reduce the
risk of injury and death by up to 85%.
In June, a team of BCAA Traffic Safety Foundation safety
educators will be visiting schools and communities. For
information, call 1-877-247-5551 or visit www.ChildSeatInfo.ca. ✐

No more idling?

CAMPGROUND

Docks de Realty

Booster seats required by July

Visa/MC

ART

1-866-629-3166

Photo: Derek Holzapfel, www.naturediver.com

Chocolate lilies on South Pender.

A proposed CRD vehicle engine idling bylaw has been initiated
by the CRD’s Roundtable on the Environment and Dr Richard
Stanwick, Chief Medical Health Officer, Vancouver Island
Health Authority (VIHA).
In the interest of public health and environmental protection,
the Idling Control Bylaw proposes to prohibit vehicles idling for
more than three minutes.
CRD Board Chair Denise Blackwell commented that an
added benefit is that residents will save money, as it is reported
that more than ten seconds of idling uses more fuel than
restarting the engine.
Both the municipalities of Victoria and Langford have
established idling reduction bylaws.
The CRD encourages interested citizens to attend a series of
public hearings tentatively scheduled for the second week in
June. A finalized schedule will be published on the CRD's
website. ✐

$52.00

OPEN HOUSE!
JUNE 7, 1 - 3pm

OPEN HOUSE!
JUNE 7, 1 - 3PM

FEATURE
PROPERTY

37142 GALLEON WAY
3 BR, 1 BA, 1102 sq.ft.
Open plan layout

7907 PLUMPER WAY
3 BR, 2 BA, 1408 sq.ft.
Fully renovated

A charming, updated
home on 1.44 acres
3 BR, 3 BA, 1418 sq.ft.

$299,900

$349,900

$349,900

