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Clear down to the United States! The view from Mount Galiano of a sisterhood of Canadian islands.

Municipalities aren’t buying into TILMA
Several of BC’s regional municipal associations have passed
resolutions expressing their concerns about the effects of the
Trade, Investment, and Labour Mobility Agreement signed by the
governments of British Columbia and Alberta in April, 2006. The
TILMA agreement has the stated intention of removing trade
barriers between the two provinces, and permits individuals and
corporations to challenge laws, regulations, bylaws, procedures,
and processes (‘measures’) that could be said to impede business,
investment, or labour mobility.
Many regulations could be challenged on this basis, even those
that implement public policy in exempt areas (such as the
environment, public safety, etc.) can still be challenged on the basis
that their objectives could be achieved by means less restrictive to
business. The effect is to ensure that business concerns trump
public policy, and to harmonize regulations to the lowest common
denominator.
As defined in the Agreement, TILMA covers ‘a) departments,
ministries, agencies, boards, councils, committees, commissions
and similar agencies of government; b) Crown Corporations,
government-owned commercial enterprises, and other entities
that are owned or controlled by the Party through ownership
interest; c) regional, local, district or other forms of municipal
government; d) school boards, publicly-funded academic, health
and social service entities; and e) non-governmental bodies that
exercise authority delegated by law.’
The Agreement came into effect on April 1, 2007 but is not
supposed to affect municipalities and other local governments

until April 1, 2009. However, it appears that even local
governments are enjoined from adopting regulations that may
contradict TILMA rules from any time after the signing of the
agreement.
There has been no provincial legislation adopting TILMA, and
the Liberal majority in the BC Legislature has turned back efforts
by the Opposition to debate the matter.
Prior to the signing of the Agreement, there was little or no
discussion with local government; the province has promised
discussions with local government prior to the 2009 date, when,
under the terms of the Agreement, municipal bylaws can be
challenged and subjected to the dispute resolution procedures.
With this in mind, various regional municipal associations have
passed resolutions expressing their concern; these resolutions will
undoubtedly come together at the convention of the Union of
British Columbia Municipalities in September of this year.
The resolutions range from expressing concern to demanding
that the province withdraw from the Agreement altogether. Some
samples follow:
Association of Kootenay and Boundary Local
Governments:
Now therefore be it resolved that UBCM, on behalf of
member municipalities, thoroughly assess implications of
the TILMA on local government’s latitude to formulate,
apply and maintain community specific standards,
regulations, initiatives and other measures, and advise
member municipalities on or before June 1, 2008.
MUNICIPALITIES, please turn to page 11

Coastal Ferry Service Commentary ~ Kevin Falcon & Tony Law
The following is a letter (sections in boldface) sent recently by
Kevin Falcon, Minister of Transport in reply to several people’s
emails about the proposed continued steep rise in minor route
ferry fares. The paragraphs between are a commentary by
Tony Law, chair of the Denman/Hornby Ferry Advisory
Committee.
Kevin Falcon: Thank you for your recent e-mail about
the rising cost of island and coastal ferry trips in British
Columbia. The health and vibrancy of BC’s island and
coastal communities depend on an affordable ferry
service.
Tony Law: The homes, businesses and services of BC’s island
and coastal communities were developed in the context of
affordable ferry service that, in many cases, was operated as part
of the province’s highway system.
Since the Province adopted a legislated policy of ‘moving
towards a greater reliance on user pay,’ ferry service has now
become unaffordable to many residents, businesses and visitors
and this is already threatening the social and economic health
and vibrancy of these communities.
…That’s why I’ve made sure the provincial
government’s commitment to these ferry services
remains substantial.
From 2003 to 2007 the contribution of the provincial ferry
transportation fee as a proportion of total BC Ferries’ revenue
has declined from 18% to 16%. (Meanwhile, the federal
contribution to BC Ferries increases with the rate of inflation.)
…Presently, taxpayers contribute more than $130
million a year to guarantee service levels for minor,
northern and Sunshine Coast ferry routes—a 10%
increase over last year.
The service fee paid by the provincial government has

remained unchanged since 2003 at $91.8 million.
On Sept 18 2006, the Minister announced that the contract
would be amended for the northern routes only to provide an
additional contribution towards northern vessel acquisition
because of the tragic loss of the Queen of the North.
…My ministry also provided an additional $5.5
million recently to help defray increased fuel costs.
On March 19, 2007 the Ministry of Transportation
announced a one-time-only payment to help eliminate
accummulated fuel costs on the northern routes because the fuel
surcharges on those routes would not be enought to meet these
accumulated costs.
…No other small communities in BC benefit from
this degree of sustained transportation funding,
whether for highways or ferries, and I’m proud that
we’re helping to protect the unique communities and
lifestyles on our islands and coasts.
British Columbia is a mountainous, coastal province with
many unique communities and lifestyles. Access to BC’s
communities through mountain terrain and across coastal
waters is a challenge. Despite this, successive provincial
governments have provided transportation infrastruture in
order to support the development and sustainability of local
economies, whether they be on the coast, in the mountains or
deep in the interior.
Coastal ferry users pay 84.2% of the costs of operating the
system, a much higher proportion than is paid by users of
Translink, BC Transit or provincial highways.
In the past, the profitable ferry routes cross-subsidised the
non-profitable routes. In 2003, the Province legislated an end to
this arrangement. It handed over a seriously under-capitalized
FERRY FARE COMMENTARY, please turn to page 9

Whoops!

Minor ferry routes to make a profit
In the Island Tides article ‘The subsidy tradeoffs’ (May 17 ,
2007), Patrick Brown wrote that BCFS minor routes were not
required to make a profit (‘Return on Equity’), but only to
break even when including the ‘Service Fee’ (subsidy). Only
major routes were required to be profitable.
This turns out to be incorrect. The fare caps calculated by
the BC Ferry Commission in their Preliminary Decision on
fare increases for Performance Term 2 from 2008-2012,
included an allowance for Return on Equity for the minor
routes as well as major.
In other words, the minor routes, despite being
subsidized, are expected to make a profit, and this is built into
the fare increases. Averaged over the four-year term, it
accounts for .5% of the 6.7% annual increases.
It is assumed that the minor routes are financed by 5%
equity, 95% debt. Interest on the debt portion is charged to
each minor route group at 5.75%, and return on the 5% equity
portion at 13.2%.

New option: to restore the
historic Kinsol trestle
Macdonald & Lawrence Timber Framing Ltd, a company that
specializes in restoration and conservation of historic timber
structures, has put forward an option that could save Canada’s
largest wooden railway structure, the Kinsol Trestle, for
considerably less than government estimates.
Gordon Macdonald and Steve Lawrence recently inspected
the 86-year-old timber framed structure to determine whether
the trestle could be restored to become a historic link on the
KINSOL TRESTLE, please turn to page 2
THE KINSOL TRESTLE IN THE COWICHAN VALLEY
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Pender veterans honoured
Christa Grace-Warrick

AT FULFORD HARBOUR
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June 6 is a significant date in Canadian history. On this day in
1944 Canadian Forces landed on Juno Beach as part of the Allied
invasion of Normandy on D-Day. They were there to liberate
France from Nazi rule (see ‘Juno Beach’ box (right) for a
synopsis).
In time for that day, Island Tides is publishing a photo
(below) of a display honouring all Pender Island Allied Forces
veterans from World Wars I and II. The display was hung at the
Pender Island Legion earlier this year.
The display was the brainchild of Stan and Tessie McMillan
who started collecting names and photos well over a year ago,
advertising to let people know of the project. In May last year, the
McMillans’ collection, in brochure format, was mailed to all
Pender Islanders. This initiated the addition of about forty more
names—and the idea of a wall display at Pender’s legion.
The Royal Canadian Legion, Pender Island Branch 239 took
the project under its wing. Tessie enlisted the help of Nick Bowlin
of Bowlin One Hour Photo on Beacon Avenue in Sidney and the
display, featuring well over 100 service men and women was
created. Sadly, Stan passed away in June last year and so did not
live to see the final document.
Tessie, currently recovering from knee surgery in North
Vancouver, is anxious that all interested people take the
opportunity to view the display at the Legion. She also wants
people to know that they can buy a copy from Bowlin One Hour
Photo, contact Nick, 250-656-5443.
The display has generated interest further afield; the Sidney
and Oak Bay Legions are interested in creating a similar display,
and the Lynn Valley Legion was able to view Pender’s display this
May. ✐

Juno Beach ~ wikipedia.org
Personnel of Royal Canadian Navy Beach Commando ‘W’
landed on Mike Beach, Juno sector of the Normandy
beachhead on June 6, 1944.
Canadian forces that landed on Juno Beach faced 11 heavy
batteries of 155 mm guns and 9 medium batteries of 75 mm
guns, as well as machine-gun nests, pillboxes, other concrete
fortifications, and a seawall twice the height of the one at
Omaha Beach. The first wave suffered 50% casualties, the
second highest of the five D-Day beachheads. The use of
armour was successful at Juno, in some instances actually
landing ahead of the infantry as intended and helping to clear
a path inland.
Despite the obstacles, within hours the Canadians were off
the beach and beginning their advance inland. The 6th
Canadian Armoured Regiment (1st Hussars) and The
Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada achieved their June 6
objectives, when they crossed the Caen–Bayeux highway over
15 kilometres inland.
The Canadians were the only units to reach their D-Day
objectives, although most units fell back a few kilometres to
stronger defensive positions. In particular, the Douvres Radar
Station was still in German hands, and no link had been
established with Sword Beach.
By the end of D-Day, 15,000 Canadians had been
successfully landed, and the 3rd Canadian Infantry Division
had penetrated further into France than any other Allied
force, despite having faced strong resistance at the water’s
edge and later counter-attacks on the beachhead by elements
of the German 21st and 12th SS Hitlerjugend Panzer divisions
on June 7 and 8.
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Trust Council meeting on Pender in June
The Islands Trust Council will hold its next quarterly meeting at
Pender Islands Community Hall from June 13 to 15. The public
meeting starts Wednesday, June 13 at 1pm and finishes during
the afternoon on Friday, June 15.
Trust Council invites members of the public to participate in
a town hall session, a regular forum to promote informal
dialogue between Islanders and trustees, starting at 1pm on
Thursday, June 14. (Formal presentations to Trust Council at the
beginning of the town hall session need prior registration (fax:
250-405-5155, information@islandstrust.bc.ca).
Sessions on Wednesday will include: ‘Planning,’ trustees and
staff from the northern, southern and central planning teams
will review work programs and planning resource allocation,
followed by a presentation on development permit areas;
‘Climate Change Impacts and Preparation,’ staff from the
Ministry of Environment and the University of Victoria will
make a presentation to Council about local climate change
impacts and preparing for them.
In Thursday’s sessions (as well as the Town Hall session):
Trust Council will meet with representatives of the San Juan
County Council to discuss common issues and interests. The

parties will also sign a revised Transborder Agreement that
identifies shared values and is intended to nurture an ongoing
and cooperative relationship; Kerry Klein will make a
presentation about the BC Healthy Communities Program, a
province-wide initiative supporting regional actions to foster
healthy communities. The Islands Trust has received a grant
from BC Healthy Communities to host a one-day workshop in
conjunction with the September Council meeting on Bowen
Island to develop frameworks for public processes and inclusive
local government decision-making; the Governance Task Force
will provide Council with an update on the results of the
community consultation meetings regarding governance and
will make recommendations regarding potential changes to
political structure and coordination with the Capital Regional
District on Salt Spring Island. Should Council decide to request
legislative change to the Islands Trust Act, such requests would
be forwarded to the Minister of Community Services.
At Friday’s business meeting the primary highlights will be
Trust Council’s decisions related to the governance review, an
update regarding local planning services, and announcement of
winners of the Islands Trust Community Stewardship Awards. ✐

KINSOL TRESTLE from page 1
Trans Canada Trail.
‘There is absolutely no question that the Kinsol is an
important part of our architectural heritage. This structure is an
outstanding example of a time in our province’s history when
there was no scheme too grand and no project so massive that it
could not be completed with hard work and ingenuity’, said
Gordon Macdonald. ‘I value this history tremendously.
Therefore, recent reports that the bridge was going to be
destroyed prompted our company to assess the trestle’s
structural integrity.’
‘We have invested considerable time and energy in carrying
out this investigation, and taken advice from some of the world's
leading experts in timber conservation. It’s our professional

opinion that the bridge can and should be saved.’
Macdonald said the trestle can be restored by the summer of
2009 for a cost of $4 million. This is significantly less than the
$4.8 to $6 million estimates for demolition and reproduction
that are currently under review by the Cowichan Valley Regional
District.
‘It's highly specialized work, but there are well-established
protocols for working with architectural heritage,’ said
Macdonald. ‘For the best result, we’d want six months to develop
a detailed conservation strategy, and another three months to
allow for a thorough peer review of that strategy. Once this
planning is complete we estimate that it would take about 18
KINSOL TRESTLE, please turn to page 9
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~ Priscilla Ewbank

he amount of green plant mass being
pushed out of the ground and into the
sunlight at this time of year is mind
boggling! The little patch of meadow in front of
the house that I keep mowed is ready to be
mown, again.
Trees are putting on a tremendous burst of
flowering, as well as new growth. All this causes
some Islanders to dream of going to the desert
or being on a boat in the middle of the ocean as
their heads are perpetually clogged in reaction
to all the spores and pollens
There are roses out everywhere, from tight
bud to lovely smelling flower. Something I like
about May-flowering plants, is that you get to
have the blooms early and then the burgeoning
leaf growth takes care of any dead-heading you
might have to do!
Several young, yellow-crowned sparrows
are using the garden as a flight training ground.
They have short spiky tails for rudders that
cause them no end of trouble as they flap
erratically from one gate to another pole or
simply run under the bushes.
This year, pine siskins and American
goldfinches are in abundance at the birdfeeder.
Frank Godwin showed me an email warning
that pine siskins around Bowser and up-island
are dying from salmonella infections,
presumably set off by birdseed, or birdseed
from contaminated feeders. Having this
happen here would ‘ruin my day’ as well as the
pine siskins’.
A joyous buzz emanates from all the
blooming lavender bushes. The Island has so
many kinds of local bees. It is fun to watch them
collecting pollen and nectar—when they are
working some small bush so that you can
closely examine their activity.
We have had some wonderfully low tides in
the afternoons uncovering an unrivaled place
for discovery and entertainment. An
opportunity for learning about the inter-tidal
zone will take place at Mayne Island’s Oceans’
Day on June 2 (see ‘What’s On?’ page 5 for
details).

T

Salmon Enhancement
Project
Our Lyall Creek hatchlings came by ferry this
year! On May 10, a group of people who work
and volunteer at the Cowichan Hatchery
brought over the chum salmon fingerlings that
Rick Jones, Rick Maher, Mike Jack, Darrell
Jones, Grant Dickey, David Reid, and others,
arranged for the hatchery to raise last fall.
About 160,000 chum arrived in special
aluminum tanks with aerators and were netted
and bucketed down to Lyall Creek by many
eager volunteers. Saturna Lions had donated
$1,400 for special trays so that the hatchery
could handle more egg hatching, from which
we have benefitted.
The salmon fry were deposited below East
Point Road and are screened into the upper
part of the creek while the spring tide is really
low. Someone will remove the screen when the
tide is high and the young salmon will work
their way down with a full stream bed and then
easily into the eelgrass in the estuary of Lyall
Harbour.
A surprising fact is that the salmon do not
need more than three days or so (chum) to
several weeks (coho) to embed the information
as to which is their home stream.
Our Saturna Salmon Enhancement group
has had some trouble with the eggs laid by our
returning salmon getting silted when heavy
rains flood the creek. Rick is working on a plan
that might include a side channel to Lyall Creek
being used so that we can raise our own.

Holiday Weekend
Happenings
The Victoria Day Weekend is one of my
favourites. Everyone comes back to open their
cabins; the island is bustling! Our family all
came to visit, went to the annual Garage Sale at
Recycling, the Pig BBQ, and the beach. For our
daughters this is a great opportunity to touch
base with lots of their school friends who are
also visiting their families.
The Recycling’s Annual Garage Sale was a

huge success, well organized with a wealth of
items to choose from. Generally, as soon as you
scoop something up the previous owner will
identify themselves and you will both laugh and
both be pleased that an item that took lots of the
world’s resources to manufacture and to
transport to the Island is serving someone else
and adding to Island funds to better our
common lot, thanks to the recycling volunteers!
Our big score was a blue wagon with seats
for hauling children in. Our teenager got a pair
of binoculars, a leather coat and some horrid
squishy thing. We’ll keep the blue wagon until
our three-year-old grandson is about six and
energetically on his own feet. Then we’ll donate
it and someone else can get it with their small
donation!
Saint Christopher’s Church had a delightful
plant sale held in Carol Money’s apple orchard
and greenhouse. It was a great weekend to hold
a plant sale and a lovely location. Gardeners
were ready to buy a few somethings, rub
shoulders and palaver with other gardeners.
The plant sale volunteers raised $1,400 to redo
the kitchen in the church.

Islands Trust Governance
The Islands Trust came over to give an
informative presentation about governance.
Even before the meeting itself, I was impressed
with the information on the displays.
The question presented to the Saturna
community was should the representation
system, as mandated in the provincial
legislation, of two on-Island trustees and one
off-Island trustee be changed? Salt Spring
Islanders have pointed out that they are an
anomaly in terms of land mass and population
and need more representation.
The Islands Trust Act is a one-of-a-kind,
inspired piece of legislation created in 1974.
Both Linda Adams, Islands Trust’s chief
administrative officer, and Kim Benson, chair
of the Islands Trust Council, stressed that the
heart of the legislation that created the Islands
Trust mandate of preserve and protect for local
communities and the province is not in
question. But in the ensuing 30 years, the Trust
area has faced exponential growth.
About 13 people came out to hear the
excellent presentation and an outline of the
current considerations. After the presentation,
Islanders got a chance to present their ideas
and converse with Adams and Benson who
have travelled to all the Islands to present the
situation and garner feedback. Islanders had
many suggestions from getting Salt Spring
more administrators to handle the workload
and more trustees for every Island. Part of the
general discussion was how the mandate of
preserve and protect is maintained and is not
engulfed in the face of the mountain of
administrative minutia and the pressures of the
25,000 Islanders, and the 5 million people
within 50-kilometers of the Island Trust Area.
Jim Campbell reminded everyone that the
word chosen for those Islanders voted to serve
on the Island Trust is ‘trustee,’ and that while
politicians are elected to serve the people who
elected them, trustees are bound to serve the
mandate of the Islands Trust. And that the
Islands Trust was created with no capacity to
provide services.

LTC Meeting
An example of development pressure and how
the Islands Trust functions was seen at the
Local Trust Committee meeting on May 16 at
the community hall. Applications under
consideration are: Larry Page (Saturna
Vineyard) who desires to build a dock at
Saturna Beach for the use of customers of the
Saturna Estate Winery; and Geord Holland
(East Point Ocean Cottages Ltd) who wants to
change the OCP and LUB definitions and
regulations to allow him to blend commercial
and residential development of the old East
Point Resort. The trustees voted to require the
Saturna Community Club to present a business
plan for the community hall in answer to their
request for consideration of heritage status for
the hall. Illio Bertolami’s proposed changes to
zoning was moved ahead. In the information
SATURNA, please turn to page 7

UN urges world to slow spate of extinctions
Human activities are wiping out three animal or plant species every hour and the world must do
more to slow, by 2010, the worst spate of extinctions since the dinosaurs, says the United Nations.
Scientists and environmentalists issued reports about threats to creatures and plants, including
right whales, Iberian lynxes, wild potatoes and peanuts on Tuesday, May 22, International
Biological Diversity Day.
‘Biodiversity is being lost at an unprecedented rate,’ UN secretary-general Ban Ki-moon said,
noting that global warming was adding to threats such as land clearance for farms or cities,
pollution, and rising human populations.
‘The response to these challenges needs to move much more rapidly, and with more
determination at all levels—global, national and local.’
Many experts reckon the world will fail to meet the goal set by world leaders at an Earth Summit
in 2002 of a ‘significant reduction’ by 2010 in the rate of species losses.
‘We are experiencing the greatest wave of extinctions since the dinosaurs disappeared,’ said
Ahmed Djoghlaf, head of the UN Convention on Biological Diversity. Dinosaurs vanished 65million years ago. ✐

Coffee drinking may prevent gout, BC study finds
six or more cups were 50% to 60% less likely to
get gout.
Decaffeinated coffee was beneficial, but tea
appeared to have no effect. ‘This suggests that
components in coffee other than caffeine may
contribute to reducing the risk of gout,’ explains
Dr. Choi. ‘We speculate that it’s two ingredients
in coffee—the anti-oxidants and the noncaffeine xanthines—that make the difference.’
‘If you are drinking coffee already, and have
gout or are at a higher risk of developing gout
(such as people with elevated blood uric acid
levels or a family history of gout), then our data
suggest that there is no need to reduce or stop
coffee consumption to help prevent gout,’ he
adds.
For more information, find the study at
www.interscience.wiley.com/journal/arthritis. ✐

Dr Hyon Choi, a scientist at the Arthritis
Research Centre of Canada, has discovered that
drinking four or more cups of coffee a day may
help to prevent gout.
Gout is known as the ‘disease of kings and
king of diseases’ because rulers such as
Alexander the Great, Charlemagne, and Henry
VIII suffered from this very painful form of
inflammatory arthritis. Today, it affects one in
60 Canadians. Men are at least four times more
likely to develop gout than women, usually
between the ages of 30 and 50.
Dr Choi’s study was conducted over a
period of 12 years, based on surveys of over
45,000 men aged 40 to 75 with no history of
gout. He discovered that men who drank four to
five cups of coffee a day decreased the odds that
they would get gout by 40%. Those who drank

NORTH PENDER ISLAND
LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE
Visit our web site at: www.islandstrust.bc.ca

E-mail: information@islandstrust.bc.ca

NOTICE OF COMMUNITY INFORMATION MEETING
The North Pender Island Local Trust Committee will be holding a
Community Information Meeting
on the following application:
1. Rezoning NP-RZ-2006.2 (Edgewood Estates): This is an application to
amend the zoning on the two lots located at 2218 Clam Bay Road (Edgewood
Estates). The property is non-conforming and the owners have applied to
bring the property into compliance with zoning.
Date:
Location:

Saturday, June 9th, 2007 @ 12:00 pm
Anglican Parish Hall

At this meeting, the applicant’s representative and Islands Trust staff will present
information and answer questions concerning the application. Members of the public
interested in learning more about the application or making comments are encouraged
to attend. The local trustees and Islands Trust staff will be available to listen to
community comments and answer questions.
Copies of the draft zoning will be available at the meeting.
ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations
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Phone:
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NANAIMO

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com

S

E

A

P

L

A

N

E

S

Our Islands. Our World.

Page 4, ISLAND TIDES, May 31, 2007

Editorial: What was really at stake in the BC Rail deal

17,000 copies this issue
Every Second Thursday

SALISH SEA’S ONLY FREE &
MAIL DELIVERY NEWSPAPER

11,000 copies delivered to
Gulf Islands’ households

here’s probably no more fertile soil for government
corruption (or incompetence) than the privatization
process. It provides opportunities, not just for petty
bribery, rewards for campaign contributions, and questionable
choices, but also for the creation of monopolies, alienation of the
commons, and long-term contracts which fetter the actions of
citizens and future governments.
The cloak of ‘commercial confidentiality,’ combined with
cabinet secrecy (followed, it turns out, by the excuse that the
matter is ‘before the courts’) makes it relatively easy to cover up
questionable actions in making these awards. Exclusions and
bureaucratic impediments in the Freedom of Information
process make it difficult to bring them to light. Political
involvement in the investigative processes may also play a part.
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6,000 copies on the Ferry Routes,
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WOOD?
BRING IT BACK TO LIFE!

The sale of BC Rail to CN Rail is probably the most significant
privatization carried out by the Gordon Campbell government.
Campbell’s Liberals had made it clear in the 1996 election
campaign that they intended to sell BC Rail, and lost the election.
In the 2001 election, Campbell said ‘We are committing to not
sell BC Rail’ and won the election. Election outcomes are not that
simple of course, but the fact remains that soon after that
election, the new government did, in fact, set out to sell BC Rail.

The Process
The four potential bidders were identified by then-Transport
Minister Judith Reid as CN Rail, CP Rail,
OmniTRAX/Burlington Northern, and RailAmerica.
RailAmerica decided not to bid. CP Rail withdrew from the
bidding only days before the premier announced that CN had
won. Their letter claimed that information had been leaked,
unfairly, to other bidders.
There may have been another reason, too: the evolution of the
deal to one that depended upon the relative value to bidders of a
quarter billion dollar ‘tax credit’ for BC Rail’s prior losses. CN
finally agreed to buy this credit, but on condition that, should
Revenue Canada not permit CN’s claim, the Province of BC
would pay CN back the $250 million.
The government’s ‘fairness advisors’ gave the process a clean
bill of health. But the ‘billion dollar deal’ was, at most, a $750
million deal.

PROFESSIONAL, ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY FINISH
AND RESTORATION FOR ALL YOUR WOOD;
SIDING, ROOFS, LOGS & TIMBER FRAMES, DECKS,
FENCES, WINDOWS, DOORS, ETC…

KEEP YOUR INVESTMENT BEAUTIFUL
250-210-1178

WWW.JEWELTREEWOODCARE.COM

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…
We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.

Open daily 9am to 6pm
Sunday 9:30am to 5pm

SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD

250.539.2936

MLA Salaries
Dear Editor:
I must confess I belong to the small percentage of the population
of BC, discovered in a recent survey, that believes MLA’s salaries
should be reduced!
Adrian Raeside’s cartoon showing the starting teacher’s
modest salary for meeting educational needs of children, the
starting nurse’s modest salary for saving people’s lives and the
disproportionate salary already paid to starting MLAs for cutting
ribbons, cleverly illustrates that there is little real work being
done by our legislators. Let me explain more fully.
Premier Gordon Campbell has sold off a public railway (BC
Rail) for one billion dollars, so no more responsible work for
MLAs there! The Premier has completely privatized BC Ferries;
no more responsible work for MLAs there! The Premier has
transferred the dealings of individual hospital services to the
regional health authorities; less real responsible work for MLAs
there!
The Premier has encouraged school district corporations to
prostitute educational services, marketing to privileged Asian
students, while financially strangling school boards for funds
needed for salary increases and other escalating costs; no real
responsible work there for even the Minister of Education.
It has all been very clever:
1. Pick up a billion dollars to help finance Pharaoh Campbell’s
modern version of pyramid building (the Winter Olympics).
2. Privatize or sell public services that are complicated to
manage.
3. Semi-detach legislative responsibility for health and
education. Cut a ribbon in these areas when there is an apparent
success, and let the health authority or the school board take the
blame for the failures.
Decrease MLAs salaries until they take back the real
responsibilities necessary in a democracy for the people, as well
as the corporations.
R.E. Stacey, Salt Spring Island

Further Aspects to the Broom Problem

WATERFRONT PROPERTY
FOR SALE ON VALDES ISLAND

A Mess of Pottage
For the BC Government, the deal was an opportunity to pay off
the half-billion dollar debt that BC Rail had acquired. Beyond
that, small payments were promised to economic development
organizations in various corners of the province. They did not
complain.
But to CN, BC Rail was far more than a branch line serving
lumber mills, coal mines, and small towns in the interior of BC.
CN’s long term strategy is to dominate rail transport in North
America, and that included any potential rail link to Alaska, the
ports of Vancouver and Prince Rupert, and even, should it be
built, a tunnel under the Bering Strait to Siberia. Three-quarters
of a billion dollars for an effective monopoly on rail development
in BC was a cheap price to pay. After all, it could all be written off
against taxable income.

The Real Issue
There is no more valuable asset for a corporation than a
monopoly in perpetuity, particularly one that confers a strategic
advantage, and so it is with CN Rail’s acquisition of BC Rail.
Rights like these are precisely the kind that should remain in
public hands. Circumstances change. Governments change; but
the long term nature of this deal is designed to deliberately fetter
their future policy options. For the citizens of BC, opportunities
lost; a valuable part of the province’s infrastructure lost.
But the real issue was the sale of this strategic monopoly
position - for peanuts. ✐

Readers’ Letters

WEATHERED

JEWELTREE WOOD CARE

The Sideshow
In a New Westminster courtroom over the last few weeks, the
public’s attention has been drawn to charges that three
individuals may have been involved in breach of trust and
money-laundering in connection with the bidding process. The
real trial has not yet started; the charges are unproven. Years
after the original police seizure of documents which might prove
the case, defence lawyers are still trying to get access to some of
them.
But this is a sideshow. A fascinating sideshow, but a sideshow
nonetheless.

Dear Editor:
Re: ‘Broom Not For Burning’ (Island Tides, May 17, 2007),
I read Ms Eldstrom's letter with great interest. I congratulate the
volunteers on Salt Spring who removed 60 acres of broom in
2006. Sounds like there is a serious commitment and the
resources to bring about such an impressive result.
Here, on Mayne Island, that kind of environmental

awareness is still in its infancy, and we are happy to get six
volunteers at our Friday morning broom removal sessions. We
measure our progress in square metres, not acres, but still we
feel we’re moving forward, and gradually spreading the word
about the environmental degradation caused by Scotch broom
and many other invasive species.
I have discussed the idea of ‘berming vs burning’ with
biologists, and the prevailing view is that berming is not the way
to go on these small Islands. The large deposits of broom quickly
release their nutrients (especially nitrogen) into the ecosystem,
creating an environment where native plants cannot survive.
Also, these large piles of cut broom would create a massive
fireload problem, and would burn with explosive force in the
summer if accidentally ignited. If we opted for such a solution,
we would quickly lose the support of the fire department,
with whom we enjoy an excellent working relationship.
On a practical level, large financial resources would be
required to transport the cut broom to a site where ‘the berms’
could
decompose
without
rendering
further
environmental damage, would not contribute to the fireload
problem, and would not constitute a tremendous eyesore
(further eroding public confidence in what we are trying to
accomplish).
Peter Askin, Mayne Island Conservancy Society

Hometruths About Ferries
The following letter was sent to Kevin Falcon, Minister of
Transportation; Gordon Campbell, Premier of BC; and Stan
Hagen, Minister of Tourism, Sports & the Arts, and Carole
Taylor, Minister of Finance. It is published with permission.
Decisionmakers:
I remain outraged at the proposed ferry fare increases. They
amount to about an 85% increase since Mr Hahn took over the
job and your government privatized this essential public
transportation service. We Gulf Islanders subsidize remote
roads and highways all over the province, many of which only
see a car or two a day—why aren’t you closing them down or
charging tolls to recover those road building and maintenance
costs?
Ferry service has declined considerably over the past 5 years.
Bowen Island is now saddled with a boat that just came back
from refit and is now running on average about 30 minutes late
each trip. There is no public confidence left that BC Ferries is
providing any useful service to Bowen Island.
LETTERS, please turn to next page
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SINGLE • $31.80 • With image $37.10 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42.40! • With image $47.70 (max 70 words)

Wednesday, May 23
to Sunday, June 3

Monday to Friday, June 4 to 8

10th annual UNO Festival—
Intrepid Theatre presents solo
comedy, drama, & music; 14
international shows! • Various venues
in downtown Victoria • Tickets and
Passes: 250-383-2663 • Festival
Program: intrepidtheatre.com • IN
VICTORIA

Thurs, May 31, June 7 & 14
Pender Film Group Screenings—THURS MAY 31: Step Into
Liquid (2003), surfing documentary; THURS JUNE 7: The Last
King of Scotland (2006), Idi Amin’s Ugandan regime in the ’70s;
THURS JUNE 14: The Italian (2005) Russian boy adopted by an
Italian family • Community Hall • 7:30pm • Admission by
donation • Info: www.penderislands.org, click ‘events’ • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, June 2
Community Oceans Day—family event celebrating the marine
wonders of our waters with Mayne Island Conservancy; Parks
Canada interpreters; SeaChange Society; the Marine Ecology
Centre; the BC Cetacean Sighting Network; and naturalist
Michael Dunn • Noon • Piggott Bay at low tide (wear appropriate
footgear) • Info: Mayne Island Conservancy, Michael Dunn 250539-5745 • ON MAYNE ISLAND

Sunday, June 3
HealthCare Society Pancake Breakfast—fundraiser for the
on-going financial support of the Medical Clinic presented by the
Pender Islands Lions Club and Dave, Diane and Jason Dryer •
Memories Restaurant • 8am-10am • Adults $5, 12-and-under
$2.50 • ON PENDER ISLAND

LETTERS from page 4
My most recent experience last Thursday was a 7:35pm
scheduled sailing that did not depart Horseshoe Bay until
8:20pm. Our high school children are expected to get up at
5:30am to get the school bus in time for the 7:30 ferry in the
morning. It’s always late, and the children are penalized by their
schools for being late even though it is BC Ferries fault. Enough
I say.
Yet the latest on-board ‘information sessions’ last
Wednesday, to whitewash Islanders, pretended that the ferry
was 87% on time. What total and utter ********—another
example of false records and cover-ups? I am so proud of Bowen
Islanders for seeing through the ****, and delighted that ‘Ferry
CURE’ is energized again—we need more angry elderly activists.
More to the point—the Queen of Capilano came back from
refit with a non-functioning elevator, taps still dripping in the
women’s washroom and dirt and rust still evident everywhere.
Oh right, but there are new carpets—same old deal—focus on the
cosmetics at the expense of safety and functionality.
The crew has been crashing the boat into the docks regularly
and we are supposed to be impressed with a new (20 ton heavier)
Rolls Royce engine that is so fuel inefficient the ship should be
re-named the Queen of Slugs or maybe Gas-Sucker. You
should know that the chief engineer of the Queen of Capilano
quit in disgust because he had warned them that the Rolls Royce
system would add 20 tons new weight and greater drag, and
therefore more fuel costs. And how dare BC Ferries stop sea trials
on the Queen of Capilano to bring it back from refit when the
crew had no idea how to operate it? This smells, to me, like the
Queen of the North all over again.
The ferry system is the highway system for the Gulf Islands,
so get used to the reality that you must subsidize the ferry
system. You are already abusing federal transfer payments for
the Trans Canada Highway (the Horseshoe Bay–Nanaimo route
should be free). Have a look at how the ferry system works in
Nova Scotia and Ontario—most short routes are free and part of
highways and, oh gosh—cost effective.
You can’t have it both ways. If you want tourists to go to the
Gulf Islands then make it affordable for the people that slave
away on the Islands to provide high-quality tourist experiences
by providing them with reliable and affordable ferry service so
they can run their businesses, hotels, B&Bs, farms and all those
other quaint things you want the Gulf Islands to provide so you
can brag about us in your global tourism promotions.
If you had an ounce of creativity you would be making interisland travel completely free so Islanders and tourists could
Island hop and actually have a good experience. Instead you are
driving them away in droves with the delays, malfunctioning
boats and overloads. And let bikes and motorbikes on for free—
they save spaces for cars and should not be charged because they
increase capacity.
And Mr Campbell, you should know as a regular user of
both Harbour and West Coast Air that the **** about rising fuel
costs is just that—****. The cost of a one-way float plane ticket
from Vancouver Harbour to Victoria Harbour on West Coast Air
has remained the same at $126.14 for many months, through all

LANCE VAESEN ROOFING
1184 SUMMIT AVE, VICTORIA

Hypnosis Intensive Training Course—learn and practice
relaxation techniques, inductions, regression, self-hypnosis and much
more, class size limited • Location pending • 9:30am–4pm • Fee: $700
for 5-day instruction • Deborah Mabee C.H. Instructor, 250-360-0447,
www.islandhypnosis.com • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday & Sunday, June 16 & 17
Denman Island Home and Garden Tour—includes Des
Kennedy’s homestead with its stone pathways and terraces; plus
nine more imaginative homes and glorious gardens, old and new;
scrumptious lunches—‘One of Canada’s six ‘must do’ garden
events—Globe & Mail • Both days 9:30am-5pm • Tickets:$15,
reservations: denmangardentour@hotmail.com, 250-335-2918
•Info: 250-335-2576 or www.denmanis.bc.ca/gardentour/ • ON
DENMAN ISLAND

Thursday, June 21
Songwriters in the Round—Mae Moore,
Lester Quitzau, Shari Ulrich and David Essig with
Chris MacLean (Galitcha) and Jane Eamon will
kick off the first night of Red Cedar Songwriter
Camp with an intimate public concert—fill your
heart and head with song and find your inner
folkie! • Community Hall • 8pm • Tickets: $20 in
advance @ Southridge Country Store and Talisman Books • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Sunday, July 1 Canada Day
Saturna Island Lamb Barbeque—traditional lamb dinner,
children’s games, live entertainment, beer garden, arts and crafts,
moorage at Winter Cove, shuttle to/from ferries dock (sorry, no
dogs) • Winter Cove Park • Grounds open 10am-4:30pm; dinner
served 2-3pm • Dinner tickets: $18.50 adults, $12 children • Info:
www.saturnalambbarbeque.com, mgaines@saturnacan.net 250539-2452 • ON SATURNA ISLAND

the uncertainty about fuel supplies. How is it that the real private
sector can maintain their ticket prices but BC Ferries cannot?
Further, we all know that the efficient and cost-effective way
to purchase large quantities of fuel is to go out to tender and
accept the lowest bids with a binding price clause no matter what
is happening on the world market. If that is in fact what BC
Ferries is doing, well shame on you for gouging the public on the
pretence it is all about fuel costs.
Stop blaming your problems on the Gulf Islanders. Islanders
are fed up. Expect a long summer. Yours faithfully, and with no
hope of a reply because you never do.
Dr Katherine Dunster, Bowen Island

CELL 250-361-5028
FAX 250-383-2198

Serving the Gulf Islands for 21 Years

For Sale on MAYNE ISLAND
• South facing
• Low-bank acre
• On protected Horton Bay
• Drilled well and septic
$475,000

Mayne-Pender
Toll free: 1-877-539-5227
warning@cablelan.net

What are your
options?

A Reply That Did Come

Find out from your
Gulf Islands’ alternative
energy specialists

The following letter was sent to Howard Breen on Gabriola
Island. It is printed with permission.

Energy Options

Dear Breen Family:
Thank you for your email and the concerns you expressed
regarding ferry fares.
I share your interest in maintaining an effective, affordable
ferry service. I know that the Minister of Transportation has
received communication from local government and residents
concerned with increases in ferry fares.
With the approach of the second performance term of the
Coastal Ferry Services Contract the provincial government will
be reviewing the impact of fares, service levels and other issues
affecting coastal and island communities.
I appreciate you taking the time to make me aware of your
feelings on this issue. You can be assured I will keep your
comments in mind during discussions on this matter.
Murray Coell, MLA, Saanich North & the Islands

energyoptions@telus.net

North Pender OCP
Dear Editor:
Based on public submissions to the LTC at the OCP Draft 6
public information meeting held at the Anglican Church Hall on
May 19, local input is now needed for the Hazardous Slope DPA
rules and the draft OCP policies.

250-537-8371

364 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island
electrical contractors • solar • wind • microhydro systems

INCOME

DIFFICULT TO PROVE?
ASSET RICH BUT CASH POOR?

My 30+ years of banking experience
can get you bank rates O.A.C.
VERICO SELECT MORTAGE
205-1497 Admirals Rd, Victoria

BRUCE MACLEOD
Mortgage Consultant

bruce.macleod@vericoselect.com
Bus: 250.483.1380
www.alexandermacleod.com
Cell: 250.514.7007
www.vericoselect.com
Toll-free: 1.877.262.7888

What is a
property worth
without water?

LETTERS, please turn to page 10

• WATER WELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING

Saving the world
one investment
at a time
For more than 20 years, the Pinch Group has
combined a passion for social & environmental issues
with the best practices of conventional investing.
The result: portfolios that you can feel good about
owning while still sleeping well at night!

TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

Drilling the Islands since 
 
SSI:   
www drillwell com drill@drillwell com

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
REMOVE:

ALSO

250-381-2157

WATERFRONT PROPERTY

Kathie Warning

STANDING SEAM METAL ROOFING
FOR WATER COLLECTION SYSTEMS
TORCH-ON MEMBRANE, SHAKE & SHINGLE

Water Taxi
Eco-Tours Whale Encounters
Fishing Charters Boating Instruction

(250) 405-2468 (Victoria) or 1-877-405-2400

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
320 Mary Street, Victoria

Learn more about socially responsible investing at:

www.pinchgroup.ca

(250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd
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A Better Way to Build
Save time, money and headaches.

1,582 sq. ft. - $47,400
FOB Vancouver (Standard Specs)

• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct.
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly (to lock-up stage in 3 - 4 days).
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.

Your Island Representative

Russ Anderson

View over 100 plans at:
www.nelson-homes.com

R. Anderson Technical Services
Port Alberni, BC
Phone: (250) 720-6000
Fax: (250) 720-2270
e-mail: russanderson@shaw.ca

Please send your 2007
Voluntary Subscription
Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make you a good contact?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?
If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our 70 free
boxes located across the Strait of Georgia and from
Victoria to Nanaimo, you can show your support and
appreciation by mailing a voluntary subscription of

($25 + $1.50 gst = $26.50) to:
Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0
(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!
A heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you
who have given subscriptions. And keep
those lovely letters coming. We paste
them all in our scrapbooks!

More from Hansard: for the record
ORDERS OF THE DAY—Continued. No.
54—Monday, April 30, 2007—1.30 p.m.
Schedule B: Written Questions On Notice.
Lenard Krog, MLA for Nanaimo to ask the Hon. Attorney General
the following questions pertaining to the BC Rail deal:
1. Will the government hold a public inquiry into the sell-off of
BC Rail as soon as the criminal proceedings conclude so that BC
taxpayers can finally get the answers they deserve?
2. When did the government first learn that the BC Rail deal
was the target of an in-depth RCMP investigation?
3. When will the government release all documents including
documents which may not be directly linked to the charges—that
relate to government policies or decisions regarding BC Rail?
4. Has the investigation into the sale of BC Rail uncovered
evidence that other government policies or decisions may have
been illegally or inappropriately affected? If yes, will the
government release all such documents—including documents
which may not be directly related to the charges?
5. Did the BC Rail Steering Committee discuss the potential for
the BC Rail deal to collapse if only one bidder remained in the
bidding process?
6. Will the government release all minutes for meetings of the
BC Rail Steering Committee?
7. Will the government release all documents produced for the
BC Rail Steering Committee?
8. Did members of the Steering Committee or other members
of the government caucus meet with or communicate with any of
the proponents or their representatives during the process to sell
BC Rail?
9. Did the Premier or any of his staff meet with or
communicate with any of the proponents or their representatives
during the process to sell BC Rail?
10. Can the government explain why then-Solicitor General
Rich Coleman briefed the Premier before the search warrants
were executed?
11. Can the government explain why then-Solicitor General
Rich Coleman briefed the Premier’s Chief of Staff Martyn Brown
immediately after the warrants were executed and before alerting
the public?
12. Why was Martyn Brown given the go-ahead to fire Dave
Basi immediately, prior to any charges being laid?
13. How can the government defend the propriety of the
Solicitor General’s actions against the charge that in briefing the
Premier and his top political staffer, this government put its
political interests ahead of the public interest?
14. Why was provincial government staff allowed to organize
for the federal Liberals in the Legislature using taxpayer
resources?
15. What steps did the Premier take to ensure that the BC
Liberal Party did not benefit from illegal activities by staff?
16. Will the government release the tapes and/or transcripts of
phone conversations between the Premier and government
ministers that were gathered during the criminal investigation
into the sale of BC Rail?
17. Given the government’s own forecasts for significant coal
mining activity, why were projections based on coal export growth
deliberately left out of revenue calculations for the BC Rail line?
18. Did the government consider cancelling the sale of the BC
Rail freight division?
19. Will the government release any and all correspondence
with the RCMP and BC Rail about rescinding the sale of the BC
Rail freight division?
20. If the government considered cancelling the sale of the BC
Rail freight division, was compensation considered for any
proponents?
21. What discussions took place concerning the issue of
whether CN Rail had paid too much or too little for the BC Rail
freight division?
22. What was the estimated value of former BC Rail assets in
2003, before they were sold? What is the estimated value of those
former BC Rails assets now?
23. Did CP Rail express concerns about the clear breach of
fairness in the process to sell BC Rail prior to their letter of Nov.
21, 2003?
24. Did the government—including any and all government
ministers, the BC Rail steering committee, the government
caucus and/or its advisors or technical specialists—ever discuss
the consequences of OmniTRAX dropping out of the bidding
process prior to or following the withdrawal of CP Rail?
25. Did the government consider the potential consequences
of a small number of proponents or a single proponent during the
sale of BC Rail for its goal of ‘maximizing value to the province’?
26. Did the government consider the potential negative
political ramifications of a small number of proponents or a single
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proponent during the sale of BC Rail?
27. What was discussed at the Dec. 12, 2003, meeting held at
Vancouver restaurant Villa del Lupo between the Minister of
Finance and senior executives from OmniTRAX, the secondplace finisher in the bidding process for the government-owned
BC Rail?
28. Will the government ensure that tapes and transcripts
resulting from the surveillance of the Minister of Finance’s
meeting with OmniTRAX officials are made public?
29. Did the Minister of Finance meet with other proponents
during the transaction process?
30. Was it the Minister of Finance who ordered confidential
government information to be leaked to a lobby firm representing
OmniTRAX?
31. If it was not the Minister of Finance who ordered
confidential government information to be leaked to a lobby firm
representing OmniTRAX, was the Premier’s Office or any other
government official responsible for this order?
32. Will the government release the ‘meeting minutes,
presentations and other documents’ referred to in the Charles
River Associates report on the BC Rail bidding process?
33. Did Charles River Associates review meetings,
conversations or communications outside the official process—
particularly those including ministers and ministerial aides—in
their analysis of the fairness of the BC Rail transaction process?
34. Will the government release all documents including
emails, reports, interview transcripts relating to the two
information leaks referenced in the Charles River Associates
report?
35. Can the government provide concrete evidence for their
claim that the information leaks referenced in the Charles River
Associates report did not materially affect the sale of BC Rail?
36. Will the government provide the full list of files and issues
in the purview of or involving David Basi, Aneal Basi and Bob Virk
between June 2001 and December 2003?
37. Did the government order an internal investigation into
every file that Mr. Basi touched while he worked as a top political
aide to the Minister of Finance—and if not, why not?
38. Did the government order an internal investigation into
every file that Mr Virk touched while he worked as a top political
aide to the Minister of Transportation—and if not, why not?
39. Will the government provide an explanation as to why
Dave Basi was fired immediately—prior to any charges—while
Bob Virk was only suspended?
40. Can the government provide assurances and evidence of
the statement made by the then-Finance Minister in December
2003 that Dave Basi ‘was not involved in the budget process,
never has been’ and ‘was not involved in the drafting of legislation
or policy development.’
41. Will the government conduct a review of every decision
made to remove land from the ALR while Mr Basi worked in the
Campbell administration?
42. Will the government provide a full enumeration of all
government activities and files that involved Dave Basi and/or
Bob Virk and the principals and staff of Pilothouse Public Affairs?
43. Is the government aware of any other potential or ongoing
investigations that involve Basi, Virk, or Pilothouse and any other
minister, ministry or public body—and if so, what are they?
44. Will the government provide a full enumeration of the
roles played in this investigation—or any other related
investigation—by Mark Marissen, husband of then-Deputy
Premier Christy Clark, and Bruce Clark, the brother of the thenDeputy Premier?
45. What materials did the Special Prosecutor withhold from
the defence that were the subject of the February 27, 2007 defence
application?
46. Will the government provide a full enumeration of all
government activities associated with Pilothouse Public Affairs?
47. Will the government provide a full enumeration of all
government activities associated with K&E Public Affairs?
48. Why did the government allow Erik Bornman of
Pilothouse Public Affairs to continue his lobbying activities after
he had informed Bill Berardino that he had bribed Dave Basi?
49. Why did the government allow Brian Kieran of Pilothouse
Public Affairs to continue his lobbying activities after he had
informed the RCMP that he had tried to bribe Dave Basi?
50. Can the government assure British Columbians that
lobbyists Erik Bornman and Brian Kieran no longer have access
to senior government staff?
51. Why did the BC Liberal Party continue to accept money in
2004 from lobbyists named in the original warrants, long after
the raids on the Legislature?
52. Why won’t the BC Liberal government allow an all-party
review of the Lobbyists Registration Act in order to have greater
BC RAIL, please turn to next page

Golfing round the Islands Christa Grace-Warrick
o what do the Navy, flyers,
golf and the Gulf Islands
have to do with one
another?
During the third week of May
a group of ex-naval officers who
had flown with the last Canadian
aircraft carrier, Bonaventure,
set out from Gabriola to perform
an unusual golf circuit by boat—
three boats to be precise. This
year, the fourteen men were
from as far away as Toronto,
Ottawa, Montreal, and Portland,
Oregon.
Gabriolan Andre Lemieux,
organizer of the tour, is very
enthusiastic about inter-Island
golf and has the group playing
THE ‘GOLF CRUISE’ ON THE GREEN AT PENDER’S GOLF COURSE
Salt Spring, Pender and Galiano
On the tour, Lemieux gets teased about being the odd man
courses, as well as the Gabriola course. This is the tenth year they
have made the round. Each day they tie up at another Island out: he was an airline pilot, like some of the others following their
dock and play another course. Each evening they get together for tour of duty, but he was not in the forces. However he is
ship-board meals and yarns and any other shenanigans they can enthusiastic about boats, flying and golf and it shows in his goodnatured dedication to the annual ‘Golf Islands’ tour. ✐
think up.
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• Ties Like a boat
• Dock or buoy
• Launch in seconds
• Solar charging
• Remote-controlled

Preserve your boat’s brilliance
Blue Water Systems Ltd.
The Marine Construction Experts

604-583-9999

www.bws-marine.com

The Dawn Oratorio ~ Dudley Booth
T
he dawn oratorio lasts but a few short spring weeks and then it is
finished for another year:
It’s 3:38am, by the glowing neon numerals on the bedside clock,
when I am awakened by Frazer dog having a bit of a woof at the screen
door of the bedroom.
‘He’s barking at an owl,’ Wilda tells me in a sleepy voice. ‘Did you
hear it?’—no response from me just yet.
But soon I am out of the deep slumber I was enjoying until that
moment, still wondering what happened to my unfinished dream.
It is now 3:58am, and the hooting of the great horned owl, whose
call is so unmistakable, has awakened a nearby robin who had been
dozing on a branch for the past six hours.
The robin decided to call to one of his brethren to see if anyone else
was awake, even though darkness still reigned. It took only a second
or two before there was a response, and the jungle telegraph came into
full song all at once with every robin for miles around joining in on the
chorus.
It must have been getting too noisy for the owl who started it all, as
soon after we could hear the hoots vanishing into the distance.
Now is is 4:20am and the chorus has been joined by a couple of
rufous sided towhees who seem to be perched on our deck railing, sort
of at the side of the stage like a couple of tenors who had been awaiting
their turn to sing.
Now I am waiting for the arrival of the next voice to be heard and
don’t have to wait long for a warbler has awakened and added its
melodious voice to the ensemble, as if it were the diva.
At precisely 4:30am the black headed grossbeak bursts on the

Photo historian Dudley Booth
scene like Pavarotti coming on stage. The grossbeak’s
stunning and endless repertoire is beyond description and
puts canaries to shame for sheer vocal ability.
The oratorio is now in full throttle and has no need of a
conductor with a baton waving in the wind, for the singers
all know their parts to perfection.
The music continues unabated until the sun has broken
the horizon and we have heard music that none will hear
who live in the jungle of condos and concrete, but only the
few who live near on the verges of the virgin forest.
We will eagerly
await
tomorrow’s
symphony. ✐

BC RAIL from page 6
accountability over who is influencing
government and how?
53. When did the Attorney General and
Premier first become aware that the lead RCMP
inspector was the brother-in-law of Kelly
Reichart, Executive Director of the BC Liberal
Party?
54. How did Kelly Reichert learn that Erik
Bornman had been granted immunity in
exchange for providing information about David
Basi and Bob Virk?
55. When did the Attorney General and
SATURNA from page 3
packet was draft wording for changes to the
OCP and the LUB to allow short-term vacation
rental of residences and cottages. The LTC
voted $250 dollars for a report entailing GPS
mapping and monitoring information of nest
and perch trees for bald eagles, ospreys,
peregrine falcons, and herons, as well as
veteran trees.

Ferry Fare Increases
A letter to Transportation Minister Kevin
Falcon protesting ferry fare increases and
asking that affordable ferry fares be maintained
for the residents and businesses of Saturna
Island was presented. The letter pointed out
that 44% of our labour force is self-employed as
compared to the provincial average of 14-1⁄2%.
Gary Steeves, our LTC chair from Pender
Island, pointed out in his letter that since April
2003 fares have increased on a round trip to
Victoria from $20.10 to $28.35. The increase
from Tsawwassen to Saturna is from $84.25 to
$113.05. The provincial minister of
transportation’s disappointing response was
read out, he did not address the specific issues
raised in the letter.

Croquet?
On June 9, croquet with the Pep Boys will be
hosted by the Saturna Parks and Recreation
Commission. The Pep Boys include the BC
singles, doubles and triples champions and
winners of the ‘Worlds’ tournament. They have
heavy trophies to back up their claims!
John McBride, our resident member of the
Pep Boys, along with Rick Pollay and Murray

Premier first become aware that information
related to the investigation was leaked to Kelly
Reichart and was subsequently leaked by Mr
Reichart to principals in the investigation?
56. Does the Attorney General agree that the
actions of Mr Reichart risked compromising the
investigation?
57. Why does Mr Reichart continue to serve
as the executive director of the BC Liberal Party?
58. Given that one of the government’s
objectives for the BC Rail transaction was
BC RAIL, please turn to page 9

Blom have organized two events for us,
Saturday, June 9 from 1–3:30pm at Winter
Cove Ball Park.
The first event is a Fun For All Ages Course.
The second is limited to 15 people (please sign up
on the bulletin boards) and is a tournament-style
croquet game. The Pep boys will be
demonstrating their hot licks and cunning
strategies that have taken them to the top of their
game! Everyone is welcome to participate or
watch what is the best in the world of croquet.

Talent Night
Step forward and into the limelight! Talent Night
is Saturday June 16 and your audience awaits
you at the community hall at 7:30pm. Readings,
dancing, singing, poetry you name it—we will be
amused and delighted! Please contact Jan Dixon
Warren at 539-9964 to schedule.

Birding By Sound
Sunday, June—8:30am! Get in tune and
identify those canopy dwellers. Hear the birds
in their spring mode—inspired singing to
attract mates and define territories.
Join our new park interpreter Athena
George and local bird expert Harvey Janszen on
a morning walk in Winter Cove Park. This event
is courtesy of Parks Canada.

Mint Workbee
We have a Mint Making Party coming right up
for the Saturna Lamb BBQ. Consult the BBQ
workbee schedule when making your June
plans and fit the workbee in, please! All are
welcome— and needed—to participate. ✐

Our home package system makes
it easy to build your home, cottage
or vacation retreat.
Post and Beam, Timber Frame, and Log
800-663-2558 • 604-946-5421
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Hornby Island by-election planned

Discover investments
you can live with.

Cari St Pierre has resigned from the Hornby
Island Local Trust Committee. Trustee St Pierre
was halfway through her first term as one of the
two local trustees for the Island, but she
recently relocated to the Lower Mainland.
The Islands Trust will prepare for a byelection to elect a new local trustee. The
successful candidate will fill the position until
the current term ends in early December 2008.
While dates have not been finalized, electors
on Hornby Island can expect the by-election to
be held in July or August, assuming more than

one candidate is nominated for the position.
Should there be only one candidate, that person
would be elected by acclamation after the close
of the nomination period.
Hornby Island local trustees essentially fill
two roles: they sit on the three-member Hornby
Island Local Trust Committee that has the
authority to make land use plans and
regulations for Hornby Island; and they also sit
on the Islands Trust Council, which considers
broader policy, operational and financial
decisions for the entire Islands Trust Area. ✐

Keep tanker moratorium, says NDP
candidate

4.00%

‘The resumption of tanker traffic on British Columbia’s coast is a direct violation of a decades old
moratorium and Gary Lunn as the Minister of Natural Resources should be acting to stop these
potentially dangerous ships instead of encouraging them,’ said Julian West, NDP candidate in
Saanich-Gulf Islands.
‘The risk to marine eco-systems and the existing coastal industries of tourism and fisheries are
substantial and these risks are simply too great to allow further exploration for oil or the
resumption of oil tanker traffic in our coastal waters,’ continued West. ‘In 1989 the Exxon Valdez,
an oil-tanker like those that now threaten to begin plying the British Columbia coastline, dumped
11 million gallons of crude oil into Alaska’s Prince William Sound, causing devastating effects that
the marine ecosystem has still not fully recovered from. There are over 20 threatened and
endangered species that would be negatively impacted by a spill.’
Minister Lunn is also MLA for Saanich–Gulf Islands and his silence in response to media questions
would not be forgotten in the constituency, concluded West. ✐
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Free TRIM maps now available
In British Columbia, the raster or image version
of our official base maps (called TRIM) are now
available for free from the Base Mapping and
Geomatic Service Branch, (BMGS) Integrated
Land Management Bureau. These maps are
available in both printable versions (i.e. with
proper legends) and for use as a backdrop in
Geographic Information Systems.
BMGS is composed of a team of geomatics
technologists and professionals who specialize
in the provision of base map and
georeferencing data, providing information to
clients in government and the private sector.
Geomatics is the science and technology of
gathering, analyzing, interpreting, distributing

and using geographic information to create a
detailed but understandable picture of the
physical world and our place in it. BMGS
produces and distributes more than three
dozen geospatial data products, from air photo
prints to real-time database subscriptions.
Through BMGS, BC works with all other
provinces, territories and the federal
government under the banner of the Canadian
Council on Geomatics (CCOG) to effect
standardization and coordination around base
mapping.
For
more
information
go
to
www.gov.bc.ca/bmgs. ✐

FERRY FARE COMMENTARY from page 1
ferry system to an independent company with
the stated intention to ‘reduce, over time, the
service fee contributions by government.’
…Taxpayers also provide about $15
million of additional funding annually to
keep costs affordable for seniors,
students, disabled residents and those
travelling for medical reasons.
Social Program Reimbursements are
applied throughout the ferry system to keep
costs down for seniors and other specified
travellers. The majority of this money, $8.33
million, goes to support travel on the major
routes. Only $7.05 million is applied to the
other routes.
…I recognize that, despite this
government support, ferry fares
represent a major expense for many
residents.
In 2003, the Province legislated annual
4.4% increases in the price cap on ferry fares
while keeping its own annual contribution
unchanged. These cumulative increases, plus
fuel surcharges, mean that residents are now
facing fares that are up to 65% higher than
before this legislation was put in place.
Travellers will face even higher annual
increases if the Province continues to leave its
contribution unchanged.
…There’s no way around the fact that
coastal ferry services are expensive to
provide, especially for low-volume
routes. Taxpayers across BC contribute
significantly, but the people who live in
and love our islands and coasts must
share these costs too.
Only coastal travellers contribute to the cost
of ferries that provide links in the provincial
highway system. The 7.5 million passengers
using the non-major coastal ferry routes
contribute almost as much as the Province does
towards this unprofitable public transportation
service. The 3 million passengers using the 14
inland ferries operated by the Ministry of
Transportation ride for free and are not
required to make a contribution to their costs.
Coastal ferries are included in 3 of the 9
‘highway circle routes’ being promoted by the
Ministry of Transportation, indicating that the
Ministry considers the ferries as part of the
provincial highway system.
Residents from other parts of British
Columbia are the most frequent users of coastal
ferries after local residents.
…The independent British Columbia

Ferry Commissioner reviews BC Ferries’
spending to make sure that any
proposed ferry rate increases are
justified. The commissioner concluded
that a fare increase is justified and BC
Ferries’ costs are reasonable.
The British Columbia Ferry Commissioner’s
statutory role has been to first determine the
eligible costs of BC Ferries and then to calculate
what the preliminary fares cap would have to be
to achieve the revenue required to ensure the
financial stability of BC Ferries.
The Commissioner assumed that there
would be no increase over the 2003 level of
service fee being provided by the Province
(other than the northern adjustment). He
calculated that annual fare cap increases of
6.7% from 2008 to 2012 would be needed to
generate the required revenue if the province
does not increase its service fee.
It is now up to the Province to decide how
much of the revenue required to meet the
eligible costs will come from the government
and how much will come from fares. Once the
decision is made by the Treasury Board (in the
next week or so), the Commissioner will use this
information to calculate the final fare cap.
…My ministry is now in negotiations
with BC Ferries. You can be sure we will
continue to work to maintain a lasting
and financially-stable ferry system for
our coastal and island communities.
BC Ferries’ business plan is based upon
increased ferry traffic. However, during the
recent period of escalating fares, ferry
utilization has decreased on the minor routes
despite a significant increase in population in
the region. With no change in the Ministry’s
position, fares will escalate even more sharply
in the years ahead.
BC Ferries’ traffic forecasts and its financial
planning are in question if the Province does
not increase its contribution to allow fares to be
stabilized and traffic to recover.
As the Minister mentioned at the beginning
of his message, ferry fares must be affordable if
the coast is to have lasting and financially-stable
communities.
…Again, thanks for taking the time to
share your thoughts with me.
Continue to share your thoughts with the
Minister and also with the Premier, Minister of
Finance and Minister of Tourism. And do it
right away. ✐

BC RAIL from page 7
‘ensuring integrated North American access to
preferred markets and carriers for interline rail
shipments,’ why would the government attempt
to sell the Roberts Bank Spur line separately,
following the withdrawal of CP Rail?
59. Is it true that in November 2003, Dave
Basi advised OmniTRAX that the then-Minister
of Finance had authorized a consolation prize
for OmniTRAX in exchange for that company
staying in the bidding process?
60. Was this consolation prize the BC Rail
spur line?
61. How much was the consolation prize
valued at?
62. Was OmniTRAX offered any Delta ALR
lands for expansion of the port as part of this
consolation prize?
63. If it were not for the alleged criminal
actions of high-ranking aides, would the
government have proceeded with the sale of the
BC Rail spur line?
64. Does $900,000 represent the total cost
to taxpayers of cancelling the sale of the spur
line, or did the final tab come in even higher
KINSOL TRESTLE from page 2
months to carry out the repairs.’
‘The result would be a bridge with a service
life of 40 years; however, with regular
maintenance and modest expenditure, the
trestle could be conserved in perpetuity,’ added
Macdonald.
While developing his plan to save the bridge,
Macdonald assembled a team of internationally
recognized experts, including: structural
engineers, environmental consultants, wood
scientists, and building conservators.
Structural engineer Reid Costley, who is a
senior partner with the award-winning firm
Cascade Engineering Group, took part in an onsite review of the Kinsol Trestle last week.
‘Discussions with Macdonald & Lawrence
indicate that their proposed repair
methodologies are sound and cost-effective,’
said Costley. ‘We suggest that the CVRD
seriously consider saving this national
treasure.’
Ralph Morris, the now-retired civil engineer
for CN Rail who was responsible for the trestle
before it was abandoned in 1979, is excited to
see a legitimate restoration proposal at last.
After visiting the site in August 2006, Morris
noted the structure was solid with no sag or

2007/08
Subscriptions
now on sale!
request a brochure:
DanceVictoria.com

than that? What was the final tab?
65. What was the estimated value of the spur
line in 2004, when the sale was put on hold?
66. What was the estimated value of the spur
line when the sale was totally cancelled in
February 2006?
67. What is the estimated value of the spur
line now?
68. Why won’t the government exercise its
rights under article 10.2 of the Revitalization
Agreement to inspect all of CN’s maintenance
records for the former BC Rail line?
69. When will the government investigate
the rash of tragic derailments since 2004 in
order to shed light on this safety scandal?
70. Why has the government refused to
provide evidence for its claim that the
government discussed safety and maintenance
with the proponents during the negotiations to
sell BC Rail?
Hansard: copyright (c) 2007: Queen’s Printer,
Victoria, British Columbia, Canada. ✐

distortion of alignment. ‘I am convinced that
this bridge could be restored,’ he said.
‘The trestle is of special interest owing to its
unique low-level Howe trusses supporting the
frames over the Koksilah River,’ says Morris.
‘In addition, it is of major significance to
Canada’s railway and logging history making it
worthy of preservation.’
‘A wonderful aspect of this particular
proposal is that the specialist skills and
resources are available right here in the
Cowichan Valley...in my experience of working
on heritage projects around the world, this is a
remarkably unique opportunity,’ concluded
Macdonald.
With a length of 614 feet and a height of 145
feet (taller than a 14-storey building), the Kinsol
is the highest trestle in the British
Commonwealth and possibly the largest
wooden trestle in the world. Completed in
1920, the trestle was crossed by its last train in
1979. The trestle and the rail right-of-way were
transferred to the Province of British Columbia
in 1986.
The Trans Canada Trail now runs along the
old rail bed, although trail users must take a 7 km
detour around the trestle. ✐

National Ballet of Canada
Royal Winnipeg Ballet
Les Ballets Jazz de Montreal
Rubberbandance Group
Compagnie Marie Chouinard
Yoruba Andabo | direct from Havana
Bonus Show

Moscow Ballet

Join Us

Summer Ecological Exploration Program (SEEP) 

Pender Island Dates:
July    August   

Mayne Island Dates:
July
  July   August

Salt Spring Island Dates:
July    July
 

Saturna Island Dates:
August    August  

Time:  am to
Children ages ()  to  ( )

pm daily
Fees: $ /week/child

GICEL may be able to provide limited financial assistance for families who
have children wishing to participate For more details please contact:
Michael Dunn phone    for Mayne and Saturna Islands;
Shel Neufeld phone    for Pender Island or;
Jessica Reveley phone    for Salt Spring Island
Our website is actively being updated but check it out at www gicel ca
Join our dynamic leaders and amazing youth mentors in exploring the gifts of
nature on the Southern Gulf Islands

SEASON SPONSORS

Box Oﬃce:
1-888-717-6121

Artists of the Ballet, in Alberta Ballet’s 2006 production of The Nutcracker. Photo by Gregg Eligh.

The Gulf Islands Centre for Ecological Learning is now accepting preregistration
enquires for its SEEP activities on Mayne Pender Saturna and Salt Spring islands
Our programs integrate the knowledge and understanding of marine forest
and freshwater ecosystems food growing and local First Nations knowledge
We use natural science multisensory experiences art photography theatre
story telling music and play as core learning methods
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Gabriola Islander’s Curious Life
atherine Gordon has been writing since she was a little
kid growing up in New Zealand, winning the school
literature prize at age 7. Somehow, she got diverted into
studying law, after her teachers told her she was good at English,
and ought to be a lawyer.
She’s became a business
lawyer, and the Chief
Negotiator for Aboriginal
Land Claims for the BC
Province. Also a prizewinning
non-fiction
author, periodical writer
and journalist, Katherine
has been writing and
publishing ‘on a part-time
basis’ for years.
In 2002, Sono Nis
published her first book, A
Curious
Life:
the
GORDON
Biography of Princess
Peggy Abkhazi, to critical
review (have you visited the Abkhazi Gardens in Victoria?).
Approaching forty, and found herself saying, ‘I’m going to
quit my job and take up full-time writing by the time I’m 40.’
Time flew by. All of a sudden, as she raced to meet the deadline
for her second book The Slocan: Portrait of a Valley (2004), she
realized that if she were to write, her goal would be ‘by the time
I’m 41.’
Then an old friend, the same age as Katherine, died of cancer.
‘My employers weren’t giving me any slack or time away to [write
The Slocan]. I realized that if I was going to do it, I had to do it.’
Katherine gave 6-months notice in June 2003, and bought a
house on Gabriola ‘where there are less distractions and a
beautiful environment.’ It was, she remembers, scary.
However, a lawyer’s training and experience is pertinent to
writing. ‘You learn to write to deadline; do all the research, ask
questions that the client doesn’t think of, express things in
simple, understandable terminology; use the right grammar and
do it fast; working all hours of the day and night.’
Her new full-time job has paid off. In 2005, she was shortlisted for the Hubert Evans prize for non-fiction, and an
Honourable Mention for the Lt Governor’s Award for British
Columbia Historical Writing. The The Slocan: Portrait of a
Valley spent 5 weeks on the BC best-seller list. The same year she
wrote on climate change (before it became a trendy issue), for BC
Business Magazine. The piece
was short-listed for a national
“Barges Willow
magazine award, garnering her
Lane & Granville an Honourable Mention in the

K

Island”
Parker Island,
British Columbia
Pursuant to Section 20,
Part 2 of the Navigable
Waters Protection Act,
Transport Canada is
seeking the owner of
two grounded barges on
Parker Island, “Barges
Willow Lane & Granville
Island”.
Transport Canada (TC)
has deemed these barges to be abandoned. The
owner must contact TC
as soon as possible at
(604) 775-8896. Failure
to contact TC prior to
July 3, 2007 will result
in the barges being
removed and destroyed.
BCTC 07-17

SHORELINE
DESIGN

www.shorelinedesign.ca

specializing in
water access
over steep
& rugged
terrain

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that Riley
Hamilton Tate and Elaine Mary
Tate of Richmond B.C. intend to
make application to Integrated
Land Management Bureau
(ILMB), Ministry of Agriculture
and Lands, Coast Region office
for a 10-year license for
Residential Private Moorage
situated on Provincial Crown
Land located at Port Browning
Harbour, North Pender Island,
B.C.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is #1413910. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed to
the Section Head, Integrated
Land Management Bureau at
142-2080
Labieux
Road,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until June 15, 2007. ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website at
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/clad
/land_prog_services/programs.
html
under
the
link:
Applications & Reason for
Decision database for more
information.
Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at Integrated Land
Management Bureau’s regional
office.

Littoral: Tales From the Shores of the Salish Sea ~Trysh Ashby-Rolls
finalist category for National
Business Features. Katherine got
what most writers only dream
about—national recognition. In
April at BC Book Prizes, emceed
by Pender Island resident Bill
Deverell, she won the HaigBrown Regional Prize for Made
to Measure: A History of Land
Surveying in British Columbia.
Asked what she is writing
now, she replies promptly, ‘Four
books.’ They’re in differing stages
and she’s not superstitious about
revealing details. The Garden That You Are, due out this
September, explores the culture of gardeners by telling the story
of 12 particular gardeners, all living, all of whom know one
another. The author says they all grew very close as she wove
together their individual tales into what promises to be a
beautiful work. Looks like Katherine Gordon is heading for
literary stardom.

Savary Island Population Explosion
Explained Away
In ‘(m)Öthêr Tøñgué Pressˆ moving to Savary Island’ (Island
Tides, May 17, 2007), I inadvertently said that the little Sunshine
Coast paradise is home to 900 residents year round. Although
it’s true that Savary has the highest density of any island in the
Strait of Georgia, according to the Savary Island Land Trust
(SILT) report for 2006, the year-round population is only 90
persons—an extra zero slipped in to instantly explode the
Island’s population—the last thing this jewel set in a silver sea
needs or wants.
A decade ago, an Official Community Plan consultant, Derek
Pratt, wrote, ‘Savary [Island] is reaching critical development
thresholds.’ That year, 1997, there were 471 dwellings on the
island. In 2006, 764 dwellings were counted, a 62% leap.
Islanders who attended information meetings last August heard
that if they were to continue receiving clean air, waste disposal
service and fresh water, they must withstand pressure to oversubdivide the land. Opponents of development on Savary Island
cite water as an issue to keep more folks from living there fulltime. The argument is that too many community lots pose a
danger due to septic field pollution. Certainly, there is not much
surface water—a factor that keeps the area relatively mosquito
free. However, ground water is plentiful even if in many places it
must be carried in from, say, Indian Springs.

Responding to Climate Change
Nay Sayers
Detractors and skeptics of climate change are still around,
despite all the evidence. Scientists have tolled the warning bells
for years, and the signals of
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Antarctica. ‘There has been a 70% increase in warming since
1975 and there is more warming in store,’ warns Dr Campbell,
who holds degrees in zoology, environmental law and
paleontology.
If the denial refers to anticipated impacts such as ice melt and
temperature rise, Dr Campbell’s advice is to tell disbelievers to
‘play the game, collect the data, make the case, get it published,
get people convinced.’ To be critical, as they are, of science and
scientists is a smokescreen revealing other motives that need to
be exposed, in Campbell’s opinion. ‘The stakes are far too high
for any of us to accept or tolerate unfounded claims. They need
to put up or shut up.’
Campbell told his audience ‘What we do over the next two
decades affects the future.’
‘Bah,’ your opponent responds.
You punch back, quoting the erudite Dr Campbell, ‘Given the
state the atmosphere problem has reached, the solution is the
eventual need to remove CO2 in order to stabilize warming.’
‘Well, it’s not my fault,’ shoots your opponent.
‘Doesn’t really matter where the CO2 came from,’ you strive
for a neutral tone of voice. ‘Only that we have to find a way to
sequester it.’ Campbell points out that we can all have our
worries about the likely success of that venture.
Then he puts up an overhead showing a complexity of graphs
and figures. ‘It’s relatively easy, if technical, to prove that the CO2
is coming from fossil fuels.’
Skeptics say similar events have happened ‘naturally,’ to
which the answer is ‘True,’ says Campbell. ‘This one we did and
this one we still have a chance to ameliorate. Presumably, we
would try to ameliorate any such event no matter what its cause,
because we really don’t want the consequences.’
Others say, yes there’s warming, but we didn’t cause it, and
there’s nothing we can do about it. ‘If they’re right,’ warns
Campbell, ‘then we are really in the kind of trouble we can’t get
out of.’
Perhaps, in the final analysis, the best thing to do is stare the
skeptic in the eye and say, ‘Let’s hope you’re right.’ Campbell
agrees, ‘It would be a reprieve.’

Breast Health Mobile Van To Visit
Sunshine Coast
If you’re between the ages of 40 and 79, it’s a good thing (as
Martha Stewart would say) to get a mammogram once a year.
Early detection of breast cancer means more treatment options
and a better chance of recovery. The Screening Mammography
Program of BC offers free regular screening, without a doctor’s
referral, although any woman outside that age range is accepted
with a doctor’s note. Look for the mobile van at the Gibsons
Health Unit between June 18 and 21; the Sechelt Health Unit
from June 22 to 27; and the Pender Harbour Health Centre at
Madeira Park on June 28 and 29. Pender Harbour only has 39
appointments available, while Gibsons has 91 and Sechelt 178.
Call 1-800-663-9203 (toll free) to book yours.

Tainted Peppercorns Recalled
No kidding, peppercorns are being recalled. If you have any in
your pantry, or your pepper grinder, take them back to the store.
The official advisory is that Golden Bough peppercorns are being
pulled from the shelves across Canada; the product has made its
way into the shoreline area of the Georgia Strait.
Canada’s food watchdog, the Canadian Food Inspection
Agency, says the pepper may be carrying Salmonella bacteria.
The Canadian Food Inspection Agency recalled nine Golden
Bough peppercorn products at the end of April, citing fears of
contamination. Foods tainted with salmonella may not appear or
smell spoiled, but the symptoms cause high fever, severe
headache, vomiting, diarrhea, and abdominal pain. Those with
weakened immune systems, the very young and the elderly are a
particular risk. So far, health authorities have received no reports
of associated illness. ✐

LETTERS from page 5
The first consultant geologist hired (from
Seattle) to provide technical background
underpinning this DPA was not registered in
British Columbia, as he should have been
according to BC government website
guidelines. Not having done field work
(groundtruthing) on Pender Island, this Seattle
geologist apparently identified bulk soil
landslip as the primary danger mechanism.
However according to local excavator
operators and to the Victoria geologist now
hired to review—and apparently redo—the
hazardous slope DPA science and mapping, the
primary danger is not bulk soil landslip but rock
fall.
Phase One of the Victoria geologist’s report
has not been made available to the public and
will apparently not be released until Phase Two
is complete, at the earliest June 10.
During the DPA focus group sessions, there
was no public consultation of any kind about
the hazardous slope DPA. Despite the fact that
here on North Pender we have experienced
excavator operators, engineers, biologists, a soil
scientist, geologists, a hydro-geologist, and a
resident whose job was to hire ground truthing
expertise for landslip hazard areas in the
forestry industry.
As a community, we have knowledge to offer
the LTC in this important aspect of the OCP
review. No, it has not been asked for, but let us

offer it—and ask for time to do this DPA
properly.
Not to do the job properly will place the onus
upon the public to correct incomplete mapping
data, and to deal with unnecessarily onerous
permit conditions. To do the job badly will
encourage civil disobedience—rather than the
DPA persuading landowners to good
stewardship, they might be tempted to ignore
the rules. This is clearly not in the best interests
of the public, our local government, or an overstretched bylaw enforcement facility.
Adequate time must be allowed for revision
of the DPA mapping, guidelines and
exceptions—and the groundtruthing to verify
the mapping—and time allowed for the public
to offer its considered response.
Yes, the OCP review process has been
lengthy, with much of the burden for our
community plan left to the broad shoulders of
the local trust committee.
Yes, the community has been consulted as
OCP policies evolved in LTC meetings. That
said, please let the community share the burden
now. Give us some time to meet, to discuss and
to compare community vision with the draft
community plan policies … before moving to
first reading of the formal OCP bylaw adoption
process.
Michael Sketch, North Pender Island ✐
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FOR RENT

AUTOMOTIVE

ISLAND EXPLORER

GSA Auto Rentals
Monthly Rentals
from $525
Mention this ad &
get 10% off first
month’s rental.

Rent or Lease
Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Trucks

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230
Southern Gulf
House & Cottage Rentals

Long and Short-term Rentals.
List with Us.
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

We will pick you up
from Ferries & Airport

www.island-explorer.com/pender

655-5038
1-800-809-0788

MARINE

GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

WATER TAXI

REAL ESTATE
For sale, Hornby Island, Tribune Bay
area, Seawright Road. Rare, 2 sunny
acres with mixture of fir, cedar,
arbutus, and maple. A park-like
setting allowing privacy. Within a 5
minute walk to Tribune Bay.
Driveway and parking area lead to a
skylit 512 sq. ft. building, 2x6
construction
on
concrete
foundation, insulated, drywalled.
Drilled well, approved septic
installed 2005. Offered for sale at
$379,000. Phone 250-218-8295 for
appointment to view.

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES
Drink Pure
Mountain
Spring Water
G.I. Spring Water Express

250-537-4830

NEED A MORTGAGE?
• 100% Financing—
No Down Payment
• Self Employed—
No Proof of Income
• Damaged Credit
• Discharged
Bankruptcies
• Bank Turned Down

WoodFired
Hot Tubs

HOME DELIVERY

MOVED
HOMES
40+ buildings
available
www.nickelbros.com

1-866-606-2237

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-877-652-0599
Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca

   

Waterworks

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

Serving All The
Southern
Gulf Islands

Mortgage Specialists

• 3000gals Drinking Water •

Docside Charters

1-866-999-9740

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

250-217-4488

Tank Filling, Cleaning,
Sales & Rentals
Pool Filling

SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

Danielle Buchanan
& Art Price

TRANSMISSION SERVICE
✔Road test by qualified
technician
✔Cleanand inspect
transmission pan
✔40-point driveline
safety check

only

.95
39
for cars

$

*

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)

* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

ISLAND
MARINE
CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES
Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile
Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

MEETINGS
Pender Writers’ Circle Workshops:
Marketing Your Writing/Other
Creations. Details: 629-2085 or
email: tashbyrolls@cablelan.net.
School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of School
Trustees will be held at the School
Board office on Wednesday, June 13
commencing at 1pm. To view the
agenda for this meeting, please refer to
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html.
Public Welcome!

FOR SALE
Lund WC14, 5 years old. Comes with
one-year-old Mercury 25hp, trailer
and boat cover. Can deliver. $4,900.
604-731-8950
OdorBeGone septic vent air cleaner.
Removes sewer gas coming from
vent stack. Canadian company.
Follows all codes. $79 includes
taxes. 250-373-2272, 539-2550,
http://www.odorbegone.ca

MUNICIPALITIES from page 1
Association of Vancouver Island and Coastal
Communities:
. . . AVICC and UBCM urgently requests that the Premier of
British Columbia negotiate with the government of Alberta,
a suspension of the Trade, Investment and Labour Mobility
Agreement until full consultations can be completed with
all local governments and other affected bodies.
BC School Trustees Association:
Be it resolved:
1. That BCSTA call upon the Provincial Government to
hold public hearings on the Trade Investment and Labour
Mobility Agreement.
2. That BCSTA call upon the Provincial Government to
exempt school districts completely from the provisions of
the Trade Investment and Labour Mobility Agreement.
District of Kent:
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Union of B.C.
Municipalities request that the provincial government
negotiate a clear, permanent exception from TILMA for
municipalities and municipal organizations or withdraw
from the agreement.
Central Saanich:
Whereas the Trade and Investment Labour Mobility
Agreement (TILMA) signed by the B.C. and Alberta
Governments and due to come into force in April 2007 and
which is binding on municipalities in April 2009:
(a) makes it possible for outside investors to impose
substantial legal expenses on municipalities, and
potentially to overturn local government contracts, bylaws
and regulations (including land use, zoning, and
environmental bylaws and regulations) decided by local
governments to meet the wishes of their residents within
the powers granted under existing BC legislation;
(b) any rezoning approved by a BC municipality will have
the effect of establishing statutory precedents such that
similar zoning cannot be denied to other applicants. If
requested zoning similar to that granted in other cases is
denied by the municipality, it will be liable to a maximum
of $5M per case.
(c) provides no protection for the Agricultural Land
Reserve, despite a section of the agreement where each
province has the opportunity to insert exceptions, exposing
the ALR to laws governing agricultural land in Alberta

‘ISLAND CAR’
URGENTLY NEEDED
by the Gulf Island’s Wildlife
Rehabilitation Centre (on Salt
Spring) for our summer animal
care interns. These wonderful
university students and young
professionals travel from all over
the world at their own expense to
spend their summer caring for
injured and orphaned wild
creatures from our islands. Sadly
our intern car has just passed
away after many faithful years of
use (and abuse). If you have a
reliable vehicle (with automatic
transmission) that needs a good
home, please call us. We will be
glad to issue you with a charitable
tax receipt. Thank you for your
support. Island Wildlife Natural
Care Centre. 250-537-0777 or
email us at iwncc@aol.com.

Bulk Water Delivery Ltd

Specializing in…

CRD Health Approved

PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for
Sundecks Garage Decks
and Roofdecks
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

250-474-7912

   or
  

CERTIFIED
SEPTIC SYSTEMS
Planning + Installation
Permits + Repairs

Servicing the Gulf Islands

Central Vancouver Island
& The Gulf Islands

HELP WANTED

250-758-5169
Cell: 250-756-8787

Attention: Mature & Motivated
Individuals needed. Learn to
operate a mini office outlet from
home. Free on-line training. Earn an
income you deserve. www.fit-foryou.org

FOUND
Digital camera found on Portland
Island on May 14. Call to identify
250-653-0055

where a reserve does not exist.
Therefore:
The District of Central Saanich respectfully requests the
Union of BC Municipalities urgently convene a meeting of
concerned municipalities to form a working group that will:
(a) be sufficiently resourced to undertake an immediate
review of the impact of this agreement on municipalities, and
(b) immediately upon conclusion of this review undertake
negotiations with the Provincial Government to have
TILMA amended so that it is in alignment with current
municipal legislation and protects municipalities from the
consequences of this agreement, including the ALR, the
OCP, and future environmental protection bylaws.
City of Coquitlam:
THEREFORE IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that the
provincial government ensure that local governments have
the right to choose whether or not to be bound by TILMA
and further, that Council encourage the Provincial
Government to establish Public Hearings to promote the
understanding of TILMA;
City of Burnaby:
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Provincial
Government be asked to exempt local government from the
terms and conditions of TILMA until there has been
comprehensive and open consultation with local
government and the general public into the need for, terms
of, and consequences of the Trade, Investment and Labour
Mobility Agreement.
School District 79, Cowichan Valley:
Be it resolved:
1. That BCSTA call upon the Provincial Government to hold
public hearings on the Trade Investment and Labour
Mobility Agreement.
2. That BCSTA call upon the Provincial Government to
exempt school districts completely from the provisions of
the Trade Investment and Labour Mobility Agreement.
Cranbrook:
Therefore be it resolved that UBCM, on behalf of member
municipalities, thoroughly assess implications of the
TILMA on local government’s latitude to formulate, apply
and maintain community specific standards, regulations,
initiatives and other measures, and advise member
municipalities on or before June 1, 2008.
Concerns were also expressed by Fernie; Cumberland;

Come on in!
alumitubs@telus net

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252 or
250-478-6937

FREE
SCRAP CAR
REMOVAL
Gulf Islands
Victoria • Sooke
Sidney • Duncan

1-250-744-6842

‘FOUND’ ADS ARE FREE IN
ISLAND TIDES - MAKE
SOMBODY’S DAY
CALL NOW 250-629-3660
Ucluelet; Greater Vancouver Regional District; Islands Trust;
Lower Mainland Local Government Association; Courtenay;
District of Maple Ridge; Nanaimo; Oak Bay; Port Coquitlam; Resort
Municipality of Whistler; Summerland; and School District 48.
And last, but certainly not least, the
Standing Legislative Committee on Agriculture:
Whereas:
The Trade, Investment and Labour Mobility Agreement
(TILMA) between British Columbia and Alberta was
created behind closed doors for three years, and
Whereas;
Public consultation was minimal at best, and
Whereas;
There was no debate in the legislature on TILMA, and
Whereas;
TILMA comes into effect on April 1st, 2007, and
Whereas;
TILMA will have serious repercussions in British Columbia
on its residents and its political and social institutions and
is binding on all these.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:
That any decision as to the implementation of TILMA
(Trade, Investment and Labour Mobility Agreement) be
delayed until:
a. A comprehensive public consultation is completed,
a. Studies of the implications of TILMA are completed by
appropriate legislative multi-party committees, and
a. A full debate on the Agreement has been undertaken in
the BC Legislature.

Impressive Campaign
This understanding of and response to the impacts of TILMA has
been created through an amazing letter campaign by the ‘Stop
TILMA Coalition’ which is based on the Gulf Islands and on the
east coast of Vancouver Island.
The success of this hardworking and expanding group is
another example of how to alert and engage the public using the
internet email, email list servs, and good old snail mail (using
computer mailmerge functions).
The original spearheaders have also written, on May 23, to Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth, claiming unconstitutionality of the
TILMA agreement and asking for her intervention leading to an
examination by the Canadian Supreme Court or an international
court. ✐

Urban shift: a mayday call
Without any fanfare, Wednesday, May 23, represented a major
world demographic shift, according to scientists from North
Carolina State University and the University of Georgia: For the
first time in human history, the earth’s population is more urban
than rural.
This shift may seem far away to Islanders as the Gulf Islands’
populations multiply with the summer flood of weekenders and
visitors. However, researchers working with the United Nations
estimate that the world will be 51.3% urban by 2010. They
projected the May 23, 2007, transition day based on the average
daily rural and urban population increases from 2005 to 2010. On
that day, a predicted global urban population of 3,303,992,253
exceeded that of 3,303,866,404 rural people.
Though the date is highly symbolic, the three researchers
advise avoiding the urge to interpret this demographic transition
to mean that the urban population has greater importance than
the rural. Urban and rural populations, they say, rely heavily on
each other. Cities refine and process rural goods for urban and
rural consumers. But if either cities or rural areas had to sustain
themselves without the other, says researcher Dr Ron Wimberley,
few would bet on the cities.
‘As long as cities exist, they will need rural resources—including
the rural people and communities that help provide urban
necessities,’ Wimberley said. ‘Clean air, water, food, fiber, forest
products and minerals all have their sources in rural areas. Cities
cannot stand alone; rural natural resources can. Cities must
depend on rural resources.’
In the United States, the tipping point from a majority rural to
a majority urban population came in the late 1910s, the
researchers say. Today, 21 percent of that country is rural although
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some states–Maine, Mississippi, Vermont, and West Virginia–are
still majority rural. In North Carolina, a rural majority held until
the late 1980s.
Although rural natural and social resources are necessary for
urban people and places, the researchers say rural people do not
fare well relative to their urban counterparts. Maps of US qualityof-life conditions show that poverty and low education attainment
are concentrated in rural areas – especially the rural South–where
the nation’s food, water and forest resources exist.
Over much of the globe, rural poverty is much worse than in the
United States. Findings by the International Fund for Agricultural
Development show that 1.2 billion of the world’s people live on less
than what a dollar a day can buy. Globally, three-fourths of these
poor people live in rural areas.
The researchers add that, in addition to having a highly
disproportionate share of the world’s poverty, rural areas also get
the urban garbage. In exchange for useable natural resources
produced by rural people for urban dwellers, rural places receive
the waste products – polluted air, contaminated water, and solid
and hazardous wastes – discharged by those in cities.
Wimberley says that May 23, 2007, marks a ‘mayday’ call for all
concerned citizens of the world.
‘So far, cities are getting whatever resource needs that can be
had from rural areas,’ he said. ‘But given global rural
impoverishment, the rural-urban question for the future is not just
what rural people and places can do for the world’s new urban
majority. Rather, what can the urban majority do for poor rural
people and the resources upon which cities depend for existence?
The sustainable future of the new urban world may well depend
upon the answer.” ✐

Accommodation & Attractions
Vancouver Island & Around the Georgia Strait (plus the Pacific!)

The Haven B&B
In Peaceful Victoria
Close to the ocean, UVic
& the hospital. Organic
breakfasts, private
bathrooms. $50-$70
Spectacular wooded setting, 30 mins from downtown
Victoria. Fully equipped split-level lofts. Unique
Post'n’Beam / Arts&Crafts décor. 4-1⁄2 star—‘Canada
Select’ rating. “Pets Can Stay—Premium Rating”

250-598-7015

CAMPGROUND
In the filtered sunlight of an old
forest. 1o min walk via Mouat Park
trails to Ganges or 3 min drive.
Visa, Mastercard, AmEx

 Rainbow Rd

Salt Spring Island

250-537-4346

gardenfaire@saltspring.com

Cycling • Golfing • Whale Watching
Hiking •Kayaking • Fishing
Cougar’s Crag Extreme B&B
1-888-808-2724 or www.cougarscrag.com

MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

Page’s
Resort & Marina

VANCOUVER ISLAND
‘HOLIDAY HOUSE’
B&B Motel • Rooms
Vacation Suites
FREE PICK-UP

20 min from Nanaimo Ferries
10 min from Nanaimo Airport

VICTORIA PICK-UP
Free with 1-week stay

1-888-310-2299

www.ladysmithoceanview.com
www.bbvacation.com

That ‘Little’
Coffee Place
Historic Duncan
  Canada Ave

Gabriola Island
250-247-8931

www.pagesresort.com

opposite our heritage
train station

250-746-5233

Migration peaks, nesting
begins across Canada

Migratory waterfowl have converged on their Canadian breeding
grounds from coast-to-coast, and are settling in to nest on and
around wetlands. Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC) is
encouraging British Columbians to get outdoors to enjoy the
sights and sounds of the province’s wetlands and to learn about
waterfowl that use them.
‘Canadian wetlands provide essential habitat for about 600
species of wildlife, including the waterfowl, waterbirds and
shorebirds that migrate into Canada to breed and raise their
young. Some of this habitat is critical to threatened species of
wildlife,’ says Dr Henry Murkin, DUC’s director of conservation
programs.
The following are some DUC-recommended hot spots for
waterfowl viewing in BC this spring. They are among the 535
wetland habitat conservation projects DUC has completed in BC:
• Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary (Delta)
• Buttertubs Marsh (Nanaimo)
• Cheam Lake Wetlands Regional Park (Chilliwack)
• South Charlie Lake (Fort. St. John)
• McQueen Slough (Dawson Creek)
• Scout Island (Williams Lake)
• Beaver Ranch Flats (at Guichon Ranch) on Highway 5A
between Merritt and Kamloops
• Tranquille Wildlife Management Area (Kamloops)
• 100 Mile Marsh (100 Mile House)
• Shuswap Lake/Salmon Arm foreshore (Salmon Arm)
• Swan Lake/Anderson Property (Vernon)
• Creston Wildlife Management Area (Creston)
• Columbia Wetlands/Windermere Lake (Invermere)
Waterfowl and other wildlife are finding it more difficult to
find places to live, breed and raise their young. Up to 70% of
wetlands have disappeared in settled areas of Canada, lost to
industrial development and municipal and agricultural
expansion. DUC encourages Canadians to look for ways to
conserve, maintain and restore these valuable ecosystems. Visit
DUC’s ‘Migration Station’ www.ducks.ca to learn more. ✐

More harm than good
from moderate drinking,
says UVic study

An international research team, co-led by the Centre for
Addictions Research of BC (CARBC), based at the University of
Victoria, is reporting that approximately 2,800 premature
Canadian deaths in one year were caused by ‘low risk’ alcohol
use, many as a result of alcohol-related cancers. The study also
raised questions about the supposed health benefits of moderate
drinking, especially for men.
For the purposes of the study, low-risk drinking was defined
as no more than an average of three standard drinks per day for
men and no more than two standard drinks per day for women.
A Canadian standard drink is a 12-ounce bottle of beer, one-anda-half-ounce shot of liquor or a 5-ounce glass of wine. Such
drinking has been thought to be ‘low risk’ because, according to
many studies, it is more likely to help people live longer by
protecting against heart disease.
However, the authors of the report noted that many studies
previously published on alcohol and coronary heart disease
contained errors likely to exaggerate health benefits. The team
estimated the number of Canadian deaths prevented by low risk
drinking after making adjustments for this likely source of error
and concluded that there were just over 800 premature deaths
prevented a year as a result of these benefits. Balanced against
the 2,800 premature deaths caused, this means there is still a net
loss of approximately 2,000 lives from low-risk drinking a year.
‘This study really just tells us two things’ commented lead
author Dr Tim Stockwell, director of CARBC. ‘First that we need
more well-designed studies on this topic as apparently small
differences in methods produce radically different results.
Secondly, because a great number of people drink at low-levels
the risk for the individual drinker is still very low. But drinking at
higher levels significantly increases risk of injury, illness and
premature death.’ The group also estimated that drinking above
low risk levels in Canada was responsible for a further 5,300
deaths a year.
Another finding highlighted in the report was that while
women still seemed to gain health benefits from being low-risk
drinkers in those studies with few or no errors, this was not the
case for men. The authors speculate that different drinking
patterns between males and females may be responsible.
Women are more likely to drink a little and often while men are
more likely to have heavy drinking sessions. However, the team
strongly cautions that very few error-free studies have been
conducted and more high-quality studies are needed to confirm
this finding.
The report is published in the ‘Journal of Studies on Alcohol and
Drugs’ (www.jsad.com).

