Every Second
Thursday

Gulf Islands

& Online ‘24/7’ at
islandtides.com

Regional newspaper linking south coastal BC communities since 1989

Volume 24 Number 11

May 31 – June 13, 2012

$2 at Selected Retailers

Canadian Publications Mail Product
Sales Agreement Nº 40020421

Marine rescue
services cut
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Sailing season is here! Amazing Grace and her crew are pictured here in the Round Salt Spring Sailing Race on May 21. Light
winds brought only 66 of 121 boats to the finish line. Next up, Schooner Cove Yacht Club is hosting its 25th Annual Race Around
the Rocks Regatta from June 1-3. The race includes a course around Lasqueti Island this year.

Commentary by Tom Hackney

BC government dictates electricity rates
In a May 22 move, supposed to ‘keep electricity rates
affordable’ for BC families, government dictated
electricity rates for the next couple of years to the BC
Utilities Commission (BCUC). Cabinet-issued
Direction Nº3 has a detailed set of instructions on
the decisions BCUC must make in the review of
BCHydro’s Revenue Requirements Application.
In March 2011, BCHydro filed its first fiscal years
2012–2014 Revenue Requirements Application for
BCUC approval. It was seeking permission to
increase electricity rates by 9.73% per year for each
of those three years, for a total rate increase of 32%.
The main drivers for the increase were increased
capital expenditures to refurbish BCHydro’s aging
infrastructure plus the new power supply contracts
coming into effect at rates much higher than the
current cost of BCHydro’s ‘heritage assets’ power
(mainly from dams built in the 1960s and 1970s, the
costs of which are now amortized).
The BC government responded by feigning
surprise and ordering a government staff review of
BCHydro, claiming that the rate increase was ‘too
high.’ (By law, BCHydro’s rates are set according to
its cost of providing electricity service, plus a
prescribed ‘return on deemed equity’—a proxy for a
profit margin—which is returned to its shareholder,
the BC government. This rate of return had been set
at 12.75%.)
In light of the government’s review, BCHydro
asked BCUC to adjourn its Review Requirements
proceeding.
The government review duly found many

instances of alleged over-spending by BCHydro and,
last November, BCHydro duly filed a revised
Revenue Requirements Application with the BCUC,
with the proposed rate increases essentially halved,
to 8.0%, 3.91% and 3.91%.
BC Sustainable Energy Association believes the
reduced rate increases in the revised application do
not reflect the actual costs which BCHydro faces, and
that the actual rate increase should be close to that
for which BCHydro initially applied.
Government’s pressure to keep the rate increase
low has caused several significant distortions:

1) Real Costs In Deferral Accounts

Current costs like the purchase of energy are being
put into ‘deferral accounts’ where they accumulate
as debt that ratepayers (or someone) must pay in the
future. There is some justification for cost deferrals
when the cost of a capital asset is spread over the
years when its benefits will be felt. And there is some
justification to smooth out, by deferral, the
fluctuating costs and benefits of BCHydro
generation in high and low water years. But this
must be carefully controlled to avoid the
inappropriate deferral of present costs to future
ratepayers—known as ‘intergenerational inequity.’
BCHydro’s deferral of some energy purchases
and some smart meter capital costs appear not to be
justified.
Meanwhile,
given
BCHydro’s
aging
infrastructure and current growth in demand, we
can expect many expensive capital projects to come
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On May 17, the federal
government announced it will
close the Kitsilano Search and
Rescue Station, and stated that
search and rescue service to the
Port of Metro Vancouver will
now be provided from the Sea
Island search and rescue station.
‘The Kitsilano Station is one of
the busiest Coast Guard Stations
in the country,’ says Fin
Donnelly, NDP Critic for Fisheries
and Oceans. ‘The Canadian Coast
guard is essential for marine
safety on BC’s coast. The
Conservatives’ plan to shut down
not only the Kitsilano Station, but
also Marine Communications
and Traffic Service Centres across
BC, is very worrisome.’
The Kitsilano Search and
Rescue Station is manned 24
hours a day and is able to
respond within five minutes. The
station responds to hundreds of
calls a year, ranging from broken
down vessels to persons in the
water.
Vancouver Quadra MP Joyce
Murray says the move reveals the
government’s lack of practical
and local knowledge of the
marine safety services that are
required in BC’s Lower
Mainland. ‘These cuts will very
likely result in the preventable
loss of life from marine accidents
and emergencies,’ she says. 0

New evaluation for Taseko mine ~Patrick Brown
Federal Minister of the Environment
Peter Kent announced on May 9 that a
new federal panel would be established to
carry out an environmental review of
Taseko Mines Ltd’s latest proposal to
build a gold/copper mine 125 kilometres
southwest of Williams Lake, BC.
The company’s previous proposal,
approved by the provincial environment
review process, was later rejected by the
federal process under the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA).
The major difference between the
provincial and federal assessments
concerned the company’s proposal to use
Fish Lake as a tailings dump. The
provincial review accepted the company’s
proposed mitigation measures, but the
federal review, which included extensive
public hearings, did not.
Local First Nations had put up

strenuous objections to this use of the
lake, citing both food fishing and spiritual
reasons. However, the provincial
assessment had concluded that the
economic benefits of the mine would
outweigh any negative environmental
impacts.
A July 2011 report, written by Mark
Haddock of the Northwest Institute and
supported by West Coast Environmental
Law, provides interesting and detailed
comparisons between the original
provincial and federal assessments.
A June 2010 agreement between the
provincial and federal governments and
recent changes in federal legislation
generally favour a single evaluation,
serving both levels of government. This is
to be the case in four projects, including
the Enbridge Northern Gateway
TASEKO MINE, please turn to page 7

Hydro crews working on Gossip
Galiano Islanders may be noticing
BCHydro crews working on Cain Road
this summer. The crews are carrying out
system improvements to help improve
electrical service to nearby Gossip Island.
Terminal poles are being replaced, and
starting in June, work will be done to
prepare for the eventual laying of new
underwater cables to Gossip Island near
the end of summer. These improvements

will help ensure reliability for customers
on Gossip. No power outages are
expected due to the work, but residents
will be notified if any should be required.
BCHydro says it apologizes for any
inconvenience this may cause. Residents
with questions may contact Ted Olynyk,
Community Relations Manager, by email
at Ted.Olynyk@bchydro.com, or by
calling 1-800-BCHYDRO. 0

SERIOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes outside or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Nanaimo—VI Conference Centre

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Nanaimo—Crnr Island Hwy @ Hammond Bay Rd

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Avenue

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd CO-OP

Campbell River—Willow Point Village
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Summertime on the Islands means fresh seafood on the docks! This crab boat is fishing in Plumper Sound. One
good spot to buy is The Fishery–see ad, opposite page.
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The Great Pipeline Race – Patrick Brown
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“

As your Member of Parliament, I am proud
to be your voice in Ottawa, and I am happy to
assist you with federal issues aﬀecting your life.
Please contact me if I can be of service.
Elizabeth May, O.C.,
M.P., Saanich-Gulf Islands

”

Constituency office open
for public service
10am–4pm, Tuesday–Friday
www.elizabethmaymp.ca

Elizabeth May, Member of Parliament, Saanich–Gulf Islands

9711 Fourth St. Sidney BC V8L 2Y8 Tel: 250-657-2000 | Elizabeth.May@parl.gc.ca

Constituency office open to serve you:
conscientious, caring, non-partisan service
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T

hree major pipeline companies—Enbridge, TransCanada,
and Kinder Morgan—are competing to provide pipeline
capacity, both in Canada and the US. The object of
Canada’s push to export increasing amounts of tar sands bitumen
via British Columbia ports is to obtain higher international prices—
still some $16/barrel higher than central North American prices.
Market competition is then expected to result in higher crude
prices throughout North America.
It is increasingly apparent that, despite federal government
support, Enbridge’s Northern Gateway shipping route will be
delayed or blocked by the National Energy Board, First Nations,

Racing Towards Profits, Or Not: Some Actual & Some Possible Events

May 19, 2012 First shipments of 150,000 bpd from Cushing to
the Gulf Coast via the reversed Seaway pipeline, which includes
distribution and dock facilities at Freeport and Texas City, Texas.
This may relieve some of the pressure on Cushing and make
cheaper crude available to Gulf Coast refineries, which have
heretofore been dependent on imported crude at world prices. The
effect on overall North American pricing remains to be seen.
June 4, 2012 National Energy Board starts hearings on possible
conversion from gas to oil of TransCanada’s main line from
Empress, Alberta to Ontario and Quebec. Capacity estimates
range from 300,000-800,000 bpd. No estimates of in-service
date.
October 2012 Three justices retire from the Supreme Court of
Canada, to be replaced by appointments by the current
government (may have implications for future legal action).

November 6, 2012 US Presidential election: a Romney win
would guarantee early approval of the northern part of the
Keystone XL pipeline; an Obama win would probably also mean
approval, but it might take until January 2013.
January 2013 Possible end of Northern Gateway
environmental hearings. Federal government almost certainly
approves the pipeline; First Nations would probably commence
legal challenge.

BCHYDRO REVIEW from page 1

forward in the near future. BCHydro forecasts that the total of
its deferrals will balloon to $6 billion in the next few years,
making the pressure on rates even higher that it is now.

2) Overly Optimistic Estimates

In its second application, BCHydro has been persuaded to make
overly optimistic estimates of trade revenue profits, exposing it
to increased risk of a larger than expected shortfall of revenue,
increasing debt and intergenerational inequity. (Direction Nº 3
mitigates this, setting the expected trade profits lower than in
BCHydro’s revised application; however, in the current market
situation of over-supply, it may still over-estimate revenues.)

3) Scaling Back Conservation

BCHydro has been persuaded to scale back and cut costs on
plans to invest in energy conservation measures that could be
expected to put off the need for new generation resources and
thus reduce costs to BCHydro and ratepayers.

Imposing Government’s Might On BCUC

In its November revised Revenue Requirements Application,

1.0
2.7
2.5

JAKOBSEN

ASSOCIATES

ADD ONE HOUR TO TIMES FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

Tide Table Courtesy of

Durable dock systems for
exposed locations

On Time & On Budget
www.islandtides.com

C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes

Ross Walker
250-537-9710

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca
www.islandmarine.ca

deteriorating economics, or the government’s inability to ensure
safe tanker routes.
Meanwhile, increased pipeline capacity (Keystone, Seaway) will
be built to serve US Gulf Coast ports, relieving the Cushing,
Oklahoma pipeline bottleneck and extending export-equivalent
crude pricing to the central US.
Tar sands bitumen can then be supplied to Eastern Canada, at
prices similar to current imports through the east coast, through
adaption of existing Enbridge and TransCanada pipelines.
Below is a possible timeline of events, mainly based on
statements made by the various players in this grand game. 0

K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com

March 2013 Seaway pipeline reversal reaches full capacity at
400,000 bpd from Cushing to Gulf Coast.

May 13, 2013 BC provincial election: if NDP wins, on a platform
of opposing Northern Gateway, expect an immediate move to
join First Nations in challenging the validity of the federal cabinet
decision.
October 2013 TransCanada’s southern Keystone segment in
service, further capacity from Cushing to Gulf Coast.
Spring 2014 First Nations challenge to federal Northern
Gateway permit approval comes up in Supreme Court of Canada.
Challenge supported by BC government on several grounds,
including inadequate First Nations consultation and federal
government bias in shortening hearings retroactively and changing
law to pre-empt decision for cabinet. If nothing else, this provides
another six months delay of Northern Gateway.
Meanwhile, crude prices settle at a price point between WTI
and Brent, with resultant increase in retail gasoline prices. Kinder
Morgan withdraws proposal, so there are no hearings.
Mid 2014 Expansion of Enbridge’s Flanagan (near Chicago) to
Cushing pipeline in operation, capacity 585,000 bpd.
Late 2014 In-service estimated date for Enbridge’s reversal of
its Sarnia to Montreal Line 9 to move 240,000 bpd from west to
east (for which it was originally designed).

BCHydro made clear its intention to insist on the proposed
reduction in rate increases. Normally, the BCUC looks to cut
back rate increases in order to counter budget-padding and
over-spending and protect ratepayers.
The review process is not structured to force a utility to spend
more money because the utility is supposed to be given the
freedom to manage its own business.
However, BCUC took the unusual move of making an
interim ruling to raise BCHydro’s rate rider from 2.5% to 5%.
(The rate rider is an amount charged on a customer’s overall
electricity bill which is applied to paying down deferral
accounts.) This action signals the BCUC’S skepticism that
BCHydro’s rates will cover its actual costs and indicates the
commission’s willingness to oppose the government-negotiated
reduction on BCHydro’s rate increase.

Government Running The Show

Directive Nº3 to BCUC will have the following effects:
• Government has dictated that BCHydro’s total rate
increase will be approximately 17%, the same total as in
BCHYDRO RATES, please turn to next page

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Wave farewell to science …

T

here has been no announcement of the devastating
decision to stop studying the natural world, but the
evidence is piling up that such a decision has been taken.
It is no secret that Stephen Harper is uninterested in science.
One of his first decisions was to unburden himself of the Science
Advisor to the Prime Minister. Dr Arthur Carty held the position
when Harper came to power. When his term ended, it was not
continued, and the position dissolved.
Cuts to climate science have been clear for over a year. March
marked the end of all funding for the Canadian Foundation for
Climate and Atmospheric Sciences. The funds had been put in
place under Liberal Prime Minister Jean Chretien in 2000.
The Harper Conservatives announced last year there
was no intention to continue the programme. $110
million over ten years for autonomous research
funding in Canada’s major universities has been
spent expanding our understanding of the
climate crisis in its multi-faceted disciplines of
inquiry. There will be no more federal funding.
Also last year, cuts in Environment Canada
seemed directed to anything with the word climate
attached. The entire group of term scientists working
on research for adaptation to climate change, calculating
the required changes in building codes, for example, to handle
the altered climate, were laid off. The entire Adaptation to Climate
Change Research Group was disbanded. So too was the group
within Natural Resources Canada maintaining work on Arctic ice
cores. An 80,000-year climate record in ice cores is to be
abandoned (the minister said he hoped a university with a big
freezer would take them) And the nine glaciologists who did the
work are to focus on other issues.
This year, the cuts are coming thick and fast. Climate is still a
target, but so also are water quality and toxicology.
The PEARL facility (the Polar Environmental and
Atmospheric Research Laboratory) on Ellesmere Island is to
close. Recent investments of $10 million on state of the art
equipment is to be wasted. At latitude 80ºN, PEARL was the
closest lab on the planet to the North Pole. Running costs are only
$1.5 million annually, but, despite having $8 million to enhance
Canada Revenue Agency’s ability to audit environmental groups,
there is no money to maintain critical research. The world’s
scientific community is stunned. The loss of measurements from
PEARL increase the risk that we are flying blind into climate
change.
Then came the announcement that the Experimental Lakes
Area near Kenora, Ontario is to close. This facility is unique in the
world. Fifty-eight fresh water lakes 250 kilometres east of
Winnipeg have been the testing ground for freshwater science
research since the late 1960s. Ground-breaking work on acid rain,
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The Fishery Fine Seafoods

– Elizabeth May

the link between phosphates in detergents and eutrophication,
the connection between higher UV levels and penetration at
depths, with the additional factor of climate change–all of these
findings were made possible because the Government of Canada
maintained this real world laboratory of fresh water wilderness
lakes. Just a few years ago, when Stephen Harper was already
prime minister, $3 million in new investments were made to
upgrade the labs. The running cost per year? $600,000. In the
House last Friday, the Parliamentary secretary to the Minister of
Fisheries announced that it will be sold to private interests.
Next up, cuts at NSERC (Natural Sciences and Engineering
Research Council of Canada) mean that the Yukon
Research Lab at Yukon College in Whitehorse is also
to close. The $2.7 million facility only opened last
October. But the Harper 2012 budget calls for
NSERC to re-focus on research that is
‘business-led and industry-relevant.’ So much
for studying the Yukon’s changing
environment.
Then there are the personnel cuts. The
Department of Fisheries and Oceans is ending
its national contaminants programme. Nearly all
of the DFO scientists studying marine toxicology
across Canada are being laid off–75 scientists. That includes
nine marine biologists specializing in marine toxicology in the
Institute for Ocean Sciences on West Saanich Road. According to
Dr Peter Ross, recently dismissed from IOS, ‘The entire pollution
file for the government of Canada, and marine environment in
Canada’s three oceans, will be overseen by five junior biologists
scattered across Canada–one of which will be in BC.’ (Quoted in
Times Colonist, ‘Ottawa sinks pollution checks,’ May 20, 2012.)
We do not know where the axe will fall next. The cuts are
secretive and unannounced. We learn of them one blow at a time.
At the same time as we cut climate science, we are driving up
greenhouse gas emissions. As we shut down research into the
effects of toxic chemicals in Arctic marine mammals, the federal
government has opened up a huge area of the Beaufort Sea for
leases for oil drilling.
What is clear is that the cuts are not about fighting the deficit.
If you have to lay off a certain amount of staff in deficit cutting,
the priority is to keep key programmes functional, to maintain
operations with less. Setting out to render ourselves deaf, dumb
and blind to the impact that our resource-mad mania, called the
Harper economic strategy, will visit on the natural world, and our
own future, is so short-sighted that language is inadequate. Words
fail.
Please help spread awareness of this anti-science agenda.
Write friends and family across Canada. Demand the cuts be
reversed. 0

BC’s Best Gourmet Canned Seafood • Live Crab & Shellfish
Fresh & Frozen Fish • Mussels, Prawns, Clams, Oysters

SATURDAYS Aboard the Crab Dancer
9-11:30am: Sturdies Bay, Galiano Island
12-3pm: Miners Bay, Mayne Island

TUESDAY-SATURDAY Downtown Ganges

10am-5pm: 151 Lower Ganges Rd, Salt Spring Island

FOR ADVANCE ORDERS CONTACT:

250-537-2457 • fish@saltspring.com • www.thefishery.ca
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What Does This Mean For The Future?

BCHydro’s revised application, about half what BCHydro had In the short term, some may rejoice that electricity rates will be
held down until after the provincial general election. But it won’t
originally applied for in order to cover its costs.
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• Government has allowed BCUC’s rate rider increase to last because the upward cost pressures are too great.
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• Government has effectively killed BCUC’s review of
BCHydro’s application. On May 23, BCHydro wrote to the transparency and accountability that goes with an open and
Commission recommending that the proceeding be ended. participatory process. The public interest will be seriously
There is little left to do but issue the government-dictated harmed if the Commission is not soon allowed to resume its role
decision. There will not be a public examination of BCHydro’s of overseeing BCHydro and other utilities.

Call Christa or Sara: 250.629.3660



 



 

Fathers Day at Poets

More daily flights home from the Mainland
1-800-447-3247

TheorIsland
Tidesto10.25"
x 2" numbers at a hearing.
costs
an opportunity
test BCHydro’s

Tom Hackney is Director of Policy for BC Sustainable Energy
Association. 0
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We’re all about the Islands

• Eight scheduled flights daily

• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departures from Seair Terminals at Vancouver Airport,
• Downtown
DepartureVancouver
from Seair
Terminal
at Harbour
Harbour
& Nanaimo
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking at Nanaimo Harbour & Vancouver Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Free Shuttle to Main Terminal at Vancouver Airport
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Frequent flyer discounts
Charterflights
flights
available
to other
destinations
•• Charter
available
to other
destinations

For scheduled flight info call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com

NANAIMO
(Departure Bay)

•

DOWNTOWN
VANCOUVER HBR
VANCOUVER
AIRPORT

VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT
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Our Islands. Our World.
www.islandtides.com

21,000 copies this edition
Every Second Thursday

Strait of Georgia’s only
Free & Mail-Delivered Newspaper

14,447 print copies delivered to
Gulf Island households

3,553 print copies on the Ferry Routes and in
Victoria, Sidney, Mill Bay, Duncan
Chemainus, Ladysmith, Nanaimo
Bowser, Campbell River & Port Alberni
3,000 online readers each edition

ISLAND TIDES PUBLISHING Ltd
Box 55, Pender Island, BC, V0N 2M0
Owner & Publisher: Christa Grace-Warrick
Editor & Production Manager: Sara Miles

Contributors: Patrick Brown, Priscilla Ewbank
Elizabeth May, Tom Hackney, Martin Blakesley,
Derek Holzapfel, Bill Pennell, Joanell Clarke,
Brian Crumblehulme, Doby Dobrostanski

Tel: 250-629-3660 • Fax: 250-629-3838
Email: news@islandtides.com • islandtides@islandtides.com
Deadline: Wednesday Between Publications
Off-Island Canadian Print Subscription: $44.80
Voluntary Mail & Box Pick-up Subscription: $28.00
International Subs: $60.00 • Online PDF: free

www.islandtides.com

MOVING AROUND PENDER
- Announcements 1) The draft Pender Islands Transportation Management
Plan is now available for feedback on the North
Pender Islands Trust Committee webpage at:
www.islandstrust.bc.ca/ltc/np/pdf/npdraftmot
mgmtplan.pdf. Your opinion regarding proposed
alternative routes for pedestrians and cyclists is
welcome.
2) What are YOUR transportation needs? Help MAP
with future road and trail planning by
completing the Transportation Survey at
www.crd.bc.ca/pendersurvey.
Improving road safety on the Penders
www.MOVINGAROUNDPENDER.ca

Bruce Nicholby • 604-885-5110

WELL WATER
IS YOUR

SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1
www.islandtides.com

Readers’ Letters

Remembering Tekla Deverell

Dear Editor:
It is with great sadness that I learned of the passing of Tekla
Deverell. She embodied the spirit of the Gulf Islands and had
such a strong sense of belief in what Pender Island should be.
During the time that I spent on North and South Pender Island
conducting research for my PhD, she opened her guest cottage
to Patricia and I, and was incredibly supportive of everything
that I was undertaking. I am eternally grateful for the kindness
and generosity Tekla exhibited during the time that I knew her.
She was very helpful in introducing me to residents of North
and South Pender and extolling the virtues of the work that I
was doing in investigating groundwater on the islands. She was
passionate about her community and her passing will definitely
leave a large void in the North Pender and wider Gulf Island
communities. Not everyone always agreed with her stand on
issues, but there were very few who did not respect her for her
opinions.
Jim Henderson, Calgary

Conservation Area, which I understand are to protect the
Southern Gulf Islands and its marine environment for the longterm public interest, not facilitate the privatization and
industrialization of the Gulf Island environment.
Eric McLay, Gabriola Island

Caring For Cats & Wildlife

Dear Editor:
Studies show that seniors with pets live longer. A purring cat
can lower your blood pressure, comfort you when you’re sad,
make you laugh, enrich your life.
When my children were young, we hosted a series of felines.
It was a running joke that they owned us. We fed them on
demand, opened and closed the patio door for them, stroked
their fur when they were in the mood. I disliked cleaning the
kitty litter, so letting our pets go outside suited me fine.
It never occurred to me that my kitties might be a nuisance
to neighbors, who would have to deal with what I didn’t want
in the litter box. Worst of all though, I was saddened by their
bird kills; I had no idea the scope of the problem until I read a
University of Wisconsin study that calculated rural freeRe: Tidal Power article, May 3 Island Tides
roaming cats killed between 7.8 and 217 million birds a year in
Dear Editor:
While the exploration of alternative renewable energy sources, Wisconsin.
The American Bird Conservancy states that cats kill
including tidal power, must be a priority in Canada, I believe
hundreds
of millions of birds a year in the US, and more than a
the location of any ocean energy development projects must
billion
small
mammals. The American Veterinary Medical
also be chosen with care and sensitivity toward the marine
Association
calculated
in 2007 there were 81,721,000 pet cats
environment, and any Crown Lands and Water application
in the United States. Feral cat
decisions uphold the public
advocacy groups estimate there
interest in British Columbia.
are between 60 and 100 million
The tidal pass environments at
feral cats. A San Diego study says
Porlier Pass and Dodd Narrows
that each cat (domestic and
represent unique and bioticallyferal) kills 15 birds, and 41 small
rich, but highly-sensitive and
mammals per year.
endangered marine ecosystems in
One alternative is to keep cats
the Southern Gulf Islands. The
inside.
Indoor kitties are safer
daily ebb and flow of these
and
live
longer. House cats can
powerful tidal streams are a
live
for
over
20 years, whereas
source of upwelling plankton and
the median life expectancy of a
nutrients that feed the diversity of
feral feline is 4.7.
marine life in the Salish Sea, from
Cats kill birds; birds kill cats.
Will
rare
Western
Bluebirds
return
to
our
region?
herring to Pacific salmon to Orca
With
some
help,
perhaps.
See
story,
page
5.
Their
collars have been found in
whales.
The
concentrated
eagle
nests.
Owls
attack
cats.
Other
animals such as raccoons
biodiversity at these tidal pass environments represent critical
and
dogs
threaten
kitty’s
wellbeing.
Even
a rat, with razor sharp
habitat for sustaining the entire regional marine ecosystem. The
teeth,
and
possible
disease
poses
a
threat.
Pets that contract
power and vitality of the tides through these island passes are
rabies
and
toxoplasmosis
are
dangerous
to
people.
truly a force of nature that is amazing to behold.
As human population continues to grow, I believe we have a
While Western Tidal Holding Ltd’s proposed Crown Land
responsibility
to protect other species. My kitty’s natural instinct
and Water Allocation applications at Porlier Pass and Dodd
is
to
kill.
But
I can keep her safely indoors, or in an outdoor
Narrows are presently limited to ‘Investigative and Monitoring’
enclosure.
activities, this corporation clearly states its long-term interests
We love our pets, but let’s keep them under control,
are to ‘secure exclusive development rights’ and advance its
especially
during the April through August nesting season.
private development of these Crown Lands and Waters. While
Eroca Dancer, Pender Island
such tidal power developments may start off as small research
Photo: Bill Pennell

Page 4, ISLAND TIDES, May 31, 2012

pilot projects of seemingly harmless environmental impact,
such projects can be expected to grow larger over time.
The local marine environment is already critically threatened
by ongoing cumulative human impacts from commercial
overfishing, industrial pollution, habitat loss, marine traffic,
ocean disposal, and intensive recreational use in the Salish Sea.
As we all know, BCHydro is currently experiencing a ‘glut’ of
overly-expensive private power while our public hydro utilities
are left overflowing–British Columbia does not need to
encourage any more private power projects for the distant
future.
I believe that such biologically-significant and sensitive
marine ecosystems and waterways in the Southern Gulf Islands
deserve to be kept ‘wild’ and fully-protected in the public interest
in BC. I would argue such proposed tidal power developments
are irreconcilable with the ‘preserve and protect’ mandate of the
Islands Trust and the goals of the proposed National Marine

DOCK BUILDING

COMPONENTS & ACCESSORIES

Benefits of E&N Railway?

Dear Editor:
There has not been a single word in the recent articles on the
refurbished E&N service to suggest the old style, black smoke
diesels will be upgraded to the best practice, current level of
technology. A comparison of the ‘net carbon footprint’ with and
without the E&N and with and without upgraded,
environmentally- and fuel-efficient engines could help us see
more of the ‘net social benefit’ of this $15 million in public funds.
John Hague, Gabriola Island

Democracy, It Is A’Changing

Dear Editor:
The speed of change in our democratic parliamentary traditions
leaves me shaking. For example: in 1982, the Liberal
Government put several pieces of legislation into one energy
bill. This so provoked the Conservative opposition that they

LETTERS, please turn to next page

Rainwater Harvesting Systems

E-Z BUILD DOCK KIT

• FLOATATION & FRAME HARDWARE
• LADDERS & BUMPERS
• CLEATS, DECKING & MORE

NEW!
FOAM FILLED FLOATATION
MOORING &
MOLDED & CUSTOM
MARKER BUOYS

b a rrp l a s t i c s. c o m • 1 - 8 0 0 - 6 6 5 - 4 4 9 9
Wholesale Distributors to Contractors & DIY’s for over 40 years

WORLD LEADING BRANDS

b a r rp l a s t i c s. c o m • 1 - 8 0 0 - 6 6 5 - 4 4 9 9
Wholesale Distributors to Contractors & DIY’s for over 40 years
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Coastal Life On The Line – Film review by Patrick Brown
rank Wolf and Todd McGowan spent
most of the summer of 2010 following the
GPS track of Enbridge’s proposed
Northern Gateway pipeline from Alberta’s tar
sands out to tidewater on the BC coast.
Their film, On The Line, shows what an
inspired and crazy thing this was to do—and what
a crazy place this is to build and maintain a
pipeline, which is the message they set out to convey. For the
audience, it’s 68 minutes of relief that we didn’t have to make the
same journey.
They started in Fort McMurray, the heart of the tar sands, and
ended up at Hartley Bay, the gateway to BC’s Inside Passage,
covering 2,400 kilometres, 1,170 of which was the proposed
pipeline route. They began on bicycles, giving them away as they
approached the BC-Alberta border. Then it was walking and
bushwacking to the middle of BC, where they picked up another
couple of bicycles until they could start down the rivers to the coast
on inflatable rafts. At the coast, they switched to kayaks for the last

Watch for Bluebirds!

On May 8 and 10, two pairs of rare Western Bluebirds were released
at the Nature Conservancy of Canada’s Cowichan Garry Oak
Preserve in Maple Bay as part of a project to re-introduce this native
migratory songbird to the Salish Sea region. Partners in the ‘Bring
Back the Bluebirds’ project are asking the public for help in locating
the birds and their nests.
The first pair released flew towards the north and there have not
been any confirmed sightings of them, but the pair released on May
10 stayed at the preserve overnight.
‘They had started making a nest in the nestbox in the temporary
aviary the day before, demonstrating their interest in establishing a
nest site. The birds were very calm, and after we opened the aviary,

LETTERS from previous page

refused to enter the House of Commons.
In 2005, the insertion of a single change to environmental
legislation angered the Harper Conservatives so much that they
threatened to bring down the minority Liberal Government.
Fast-forward seven years to the Harper Majority
Conservative Government and Bill C-38. This bill of 420 pages
amends 60 present pieces of legislation, repeals 6, and adds 3,
including an entirely new Environmental Act that allows
Cabinet to overrule the decisions of the National Energy Board.
Traditionally, according to our parliamentary system, a
parliamentary committee of all parties to discuss the merits and
flaws would debate each bill separately. After due discussion
and possible changes and improvements, the bill is voted on by
the House. This process of committee work is possibly the most
important job of our elected MPs. This job is all but gone. Bill
C-38 will be given only one week for debate.
For all intents and purposes, our MPs have lost control of
the public purse. This is a tradition that goes back 800 years
with our British Parliamentary system. The above procedures
are not illegal, but are a drastic change in our customary
democratic system. It worries me and it should also worry you.
David Hobson, Chemainus

Metamorphosis of Political Systems

Dear Editor:
In some countries during the early, relatively benevolent phase
of feudalism, the peasantry enjoyed some freedom of
movement and action. Frequently they were people elevated
from the ranks of slavery or lower-ranking members of the
powerful clans within the society. During the late, decadent
phase of the system that freedom was withdrawn; the lower
layers of the society below the wealthy merchant class, as well
as below the lower ranks of the nobility, became virtual slaves.
Power and wealth was concentrated in the hands of the royal
house and the aristocracy as well as the church.
With the end of feudalism and the spread of industrial and
social revolutions, societies in many countries were

part of the journey.
There’s lots of scenery–some stupendous and some rather nasty
and close-up. There are plants and insects you’d rather not meet,
especially devil’s club. There’s lots of weather, most of it up close
and personal. And there are, surprisingly, lots of people they met
along the way: some for, and most against the pipeline proposal,
but all uncertain as to what happens next.
You can see why they build pipelines in Alberta–the land is flat
and goes forever. You can also see why there are only three North
American oil pipelines over the Rocky Mountains: the 50-year-old
Trans Mountain, and two small ones near the Mexican border.
Enbridge plans to drill two holes right through a very substantial
mountain. Frank and Todd had to hike around it.
This may sound heavy going, but the film’s message comes with
a leavening of humour and is thoroughly entertaining. It is
beautifully made, fast-paced and packed with things you didn’t
know. Most of us have never seen this proposed pipeline route; this
will help make up our minds. See it when you get the chance. (On
Pender June 20, see ‘What’s On?’, page 6 for details.) 0

the male flew up to an oak branch right above it and posed there for
a few minutes, before flying straight for a nestbox about 30 metres
away,’ said Kathryn Martell, Conservation Specialist with the Garry
Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team.
This second pair did not choose to stay at that nestbox but has
most likely nested within a few kilometers of the preserve. Two more
pairs of Western Bluebirds will be released in the Cowichan Valley
in June, along with their young.
If you think you see the Western Bluebirds, please immediately
contact bluebird@goert.ca or 250.383.3427. Watch for their
coloured leg bands and make note of the colours you see. The males
have bright blue wings, a brown patch on the back, and grey belly
and under-tail coverts. The smaller females are pale blue, with grey
crown, back and belly, and white eye-ring.0

transformed for the better. Free elections allowed direct public
input into how the society itself and the assets of the nation
should be managed. The formation of unions released large
sections of the working class–frequently looked down upon as
the proletariat–from direct exploitation and provided them
with effective avenues to fight for their welfare and rights. That
was basically the essence of what we idealistically call
Democracy.
Governments were elected to manage the country for the
benefit of the entire society as well as for the protection of the
population from threats arising within or without. The role of
opposition parties was to serve as watchdogs, to keep a relative
balance and to prevent the country from sliding into a one-party
dictatorship. Beyond doubt it was not a perfect system, but it
was a tremendous improvement.
What happens today in Canada, as well as in several other
so-called democracies, is a close repetition of those historic
metamorphoses. We have entered the declining, decadent
phase of democracy. Contrary to the ad nauseam repeated
claims by Prime Minister Harper that his party and its program
enjoys the support of the majority of the population, the actual
number of votes the Tories received was roughly 40% of all
votes cast and considerably less than 40% of the total number
of potential voters. Since the election they have lost much of that
early support and, according to the newest poll, they stand at
30% in popularity against 33% enjoyed by the NDP Opposition.
Yet, the Tories rule the country as if it was owned by them,
accuse the opposition of sabotaging the introduction of their
highly unpopular ‘innovations’, introduce an increasing
number of security regulations to prevent the public from
expressing opposition to the above, with the threat of regarding
such people as security risks, make jokes out of the constitution
and the parliamentary process, progressively weaken the power
of labour unions, etc.
To cap it all, they increasingly concentrate wealth and power
in the hands of a minute percentage of the population which
we now may regard as the new (money) aristocracy. They
regard themselves as being elected by the public, so that the

Biz Buzz
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Keeping More Than Water Pure

Watertiger now accepts all used mercury-containing ultraviolet
lamps for recycling. Adam Scheuer says their customers have, for
years, wanted to do the right thing and dispose of their UV lamps
in a safe manner. ‘We always regretted telling them that their only
option was to throw them in the trash. This was a major problem
and a change had to be made,’ he says.
Now, thanks to Claudia Danyluk of Watertiger, anyone can
return a lamp to Watertiger for safe disposal. You don’t need to be
an existing customer; they want to make it easy for everyone to
protect the planet! Each of their three branches will accept lamps
for return. Call or drop in to find out more about how this program
works. See Watertiger’s ad, below.

Is Your Well Well?

Still on the topic of water, the BC Ministry of Health recently
released the 2011 Progress Report on the Action Plan for Safe
Drinking Water in BC. While it is an important step in managing
municipal water systems, Alan Kohut of Hy-Geo Consulting says
these measures do not address private wells. Guidelines and
regulations to address well water safety do exist, but it’s more or
less up to the homeowner to ensure the quality of their private water
supply.
Alan says it is important to test well water regularly, as water
quality can change over time, and offers some tips for safeguarding
your supply. Keeping the wellhead clean, and free of contaminants
is important. ‘I’ve seen paint cans and pesticides stored near
wellheads,’ says Alan. Obviously not the best idea if you want good
water! Hy-Geo Consulting does engineering for groundwater,
aquifers and wells all over BC (see ad, page 7).
With the dry season coming, now is a good time to test the water
from your existing well, if it hasn’t been done in the past year. MB
Labs offers this service (see ad, page 4). 0

same public can serve them. Their new rules and regulations
are designed not to protect the society and its members, but to
protect themselves from that society and its members. The
system has been turned on its head and the result is neofeudalism! Paraphrasing what Cicero said to Catilina two
millenia ago, we may also declare with full justification: Quo
usque tandem abutera Harper patientia nostra! [How much
longer, Harper, will you try our patience!]
Frank S Tompa, Pender Island

What Does The PM Have In Mind?

Dear Editor:
I, for one, am looking forward to parliamentarians and media
dealing with the metaphysics of Prime Minister Harper’s
assault on us—what his aim is, where is taking us, what he plans
to do with my, and your, country when he gets us there. Dealing
with his daily assaults is good, but letting Canadians know what
Harper’s plan for us is could defeat him.
Robert Harlow, Mayne Island 0
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Ask for the Eljen GSF

Gulf Islands Water Treatment
This home is only $110,602 to lock up
with a 2ft foundation on your property!

At Trafalgar Homes, we believe the time has come
for AFFORDABLE home options.
If the home of your dreams is one that ﬁts comfortably within
your budget, the licensed builder to choose is
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Visit www.trafalgarhomes.ca/it to receive your promotional oﬀer
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~ Rainwater Harvesting
~ Water treatment for wells,
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~ Slow sand ﬁltration
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Time-proven for over 25 years
No maintenance required
Lower overall cost
Fits any lot shape
Best choice for
sensitive lakeside properties
 Passive system—no power required
Authorized Representative:
BWD Engineering Inc.
Phone: (604) 789-2204
brent.dennis@bwdeng.ca
Web: www.bwdeng.ca
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What’s On?

SINGLE VENUE: $33.60 / $39.20 W IMAGE | MULTI-VENUE: $44.80 / $50.40 W IMAGE

Friday thru Monday, June 1 thru 18

‘Eclectic Visions’ photo-art exhibition—presented by Salt Spring
Photography Club • 10am-4:30pm daily; JUNE 1: Opening reception,
5–7pm, meet the photographers and enjoy refreshments • Artspring
Gallery • Info: www.ssphotog.ca • SALT SPRING ISLAND

Sunday, June 3

Pancake Breakfast: Pender Islands Lions Club/HealthCare Society—
enjoy a hearty pancake and sausage breakfast; proceeds to help purchase
equipment for the medical clinic • Memories Restaurant • 8-10am •
Tickets: Adults $10, Children Under 12 $5 • Info: Mark Slater 250.629.3172
or Rhoda Waddington 250.629.6292 • PENDER ISLAND

Sunday, June 3

Oceans Day in the Park—celebrate our oceans with divers, marine
biologists, ocean critters, parade, flotilla in the bay, kids games, crafts, face
painting, music & storytelling • 1–4pm • Descanso Bay Regional Park, 595
Taylor Bay Road • All welcome • Info: 250.247.8255 • GABRIOLA ISLAND

Friday & Saturday, June 8 & 9

When I Sing—The Gettin’ Higher Choir, co-directed by Shivon Robinsong
& Denis Donnelly • 7:30pm • Alix Goolden Hall • Tickets: $15-20 • Info:
www.gettinhigherchoir.ca • VICTORIA

Fri, Sat & Sun, June 8, 9 & 10

Solstice Theatre Double Feature – ‘You Can’t Get There From Here’
directed by Steeve Larouche, and ‘Heroes’ directed by Wilma Riley,
produced by Tania Schissler • FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 7:30pm; SUNDAY: 2pm •
Community Hall • Tickets: Adults $16, Students $11 @ Talisman Books &
Gallery and Southridge Farms Country Store • PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, June 9

MAKING HEALTHY CHOICES!—keynote speaker Patricia Chuey,
dietician, author & TV personality; special
presentation by Sherman Waddell & the Victoria
Ballroom Dance Society; free event presented by
the Canadian Diabetes Association • 8:45am12:30pm • Mary Winspear Centre • Everyone welcome, please register by
June 4 • Info: 250.382.5454, victoria.reception@diabetes.ca • SIDNEY

Saturday, June 9

Galiano Conservancy Association 23rd Annual General Meeting—
explore ideas, plans & opportunities for the Galiano community, get the
latest news about recent DL57 purchase • South Galiano Community Hall
• 2pm • Everyone welcome, memberships available at the door • Info:
250.539.2424, www.galianoconservancy.ca • GALIANO ISLAND

Tuesday, June 12

Southern Gulf Islands Emergency Program exercise—
Neighbourhood Program Telephone Tree call-out test will
involve calling all SGI households on telephone trees
associated with the Neighbourhood Program • Exercise
begins 4:30pm • Info: 1.866.308.6160 or your Island Emergency Program
Coordinator • THROUGHOUT THE SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS

Saturday, June 16

SIMS Has Talent Too! – talent showcase featuring SIMS students, silent
auction & raffle; PAC fundraiser for
Student Centre computers • SIMS
Gym • Doors 6pm, show starts
7pm • Tickets: $5 each or $20 per family • Info: Tania Aguila, 250.537.2476
• SALT SPRING ISLAND

!

Round the Islands

compiled by sara miles

Call for Entries: Island Art & Culture

The Comox Valley Airport Commission and the Comox
Valley Community Arts Council are seeking submissions for
the 2012 Art and Culture Program at the Comox Valley
Airport.
In this call for submission, the airport is seeking two- and
three-dimensional art pieces that are representative of the
unique people, places and environment of Northern
Vancouver Island. Art submissions may be in the form of
paintings, original prints, photography, mixed media,
textiles and/or sculpture.
The Comox Valley Airport (YQQ) has the unique
perspective of providing the first point of entry for many
Northern Vancouver Island tourists, providing an ideal
opportunity for YQQ to host an art exhibition featuring the
work of local artists. ‘It is great promotion for all the artists
involved,’ says Christianne Wile, Comox Valley Airport
Communications Manager.
The program is open to all artists residing in the Comox
Valley Airport’s catchment area on Northern Vancouver
Island. Boundaries include Parksville, Port Alberni and
Ucluelet in the south; the Pacific Ocean to the West; Texada,
Denman, Hornby, Quadra, Cortes, Alert Bay and Sointula
to the east; and the Pacific Ocean to the North. The
submission guidelines are at www.comoxairport.com under
Airport Services/Art and Culture Program.

Art Tour on Quadra

Speaking of art, Quadra Island artists have been busy
preparing for the Quadra Island Studio Tour on June 2-3.
This is the 10th annual tour, and it turned out to also be the
largest one ever, says organizer Gordon James. With almost
40 artists represented, touring art lovers will certainly get
an eyeful. See www.quadraislandarts.com for more info, or
just pick up a $5 ticket at the Quadra Tourist Info Centre.

Emergency Raffle

Millie Leathers of the Mayne Island Health Care Association
called to let us know that tickets for their huge raffle are on
sale now. They are very happy to have reached the $100,000
mark for upgrading the emergency room on Mayne, and are
now working toward another $15,000 which will finish the
interior. The raffle, featured in the March 8 edition of Island
Tides, has only 800 tickets ($25 each or 5 for $100) and a
grand prize worth $5,000, so it’s a great chance to be a
winner and to improve health services on the Island! For
more information, please call Millie at 250.539.5526.

Community Stewardship Awards

Islanders have nominated 14 individuals and four groups
for the 11th Islands Trust Community Stewardship Awards
Program, recognizing people whose work supports the
Trust mandate to preserve and protect the Trust Area.
The nominated groups are: Denman Island Residents
Sunday, June 17
Association’s Parks Committee for their support of Morning
Lulu Performing Art Society and John Capon present West Coast
Beach Park and Maple Park; Gabriola Island Health Care
Brass–four centuries of music with Salt Springers Derrick Milton and Jim
Foundation, Society, and Auxiliary for building the Gabriola
Stubbs on trumpet; Vancouver french hornist Janet
Island Urgent Care Clinic; Hornby Quilters Group for 36
Summers; Whidbey trombonist Larry Heidel; and
years of fundraising; and Saturna Ecological Education
Gabriola bass trombone John Capon • 7:30pm •
Centre for building an Ecological School.
Phoenix Auditorium, Haven by the Sea • Tickets $20 @
The individual nominees are: Dr Donald Marshall,
Village Liquor Store & the door • GABRIOLA ISLAND
Bowen
Island, for initiatives to reduce, reuse and recycle;
Wednesday, June 20
Peter Karsten, Denman Island, for conservation programs
Follow the Enbridge pipeline from the tar sands to the tankers at the
BC coast in the outdoor adventure film On the Line, screening followed by and projects; Ken Millard, for his work on the Galiano
discussion with Island Tides’ Patrick Brown, sponsored by the Pender
Restorative Learning Centre property acquisition; Stuart
Island Conservancy Association • Community Hall • 7:30pm • Admission
Watson for his work with the Gambier Fire Equipment
by donation • Info: Barrie Morrison, 250.629.3774 • PENDER ISLAND
Group and Langdale Access Group; Patricia Forbes,
Lasqueti Island, for 25 years of community service. John
Thursday thru Saturday, June 21 thru 23
Velo Village—Salt Spring Island will be bicycle-heaven-on-earth for the
Wiznuk is nominated for his commitment as Fire Chief for
whole family • JUNE 21: Canadian Premiere of
Saturna Island Volunteer Fire Department; and Michael
‘Reveal the Path’ • JUNE 22: Cycling & Rural Mobility Dunn, Mayne Island, for the preservation of the natural
Conference, 8am-4pm; Gala Art Auction 7-10pm •
environment of the Southern Gulf Islands.
JUNE 23: BIKE ONLY FERRY leaves Swartz Bay for
There are several nominees on the Pender Islands:
Fulford Harbour at 10am followed by a FUNRIDE to
Lindsay Hamson, for contributions to community life;
Ganges; music & cycling workshops all day •
Margot Venton, for working to protect the Southern
Register now at: www.velovillage.ca • SALT SPRING ISLAND
Resident Killer Whale; Monica and Paul Petrie, for their
Sunday, July 1
work with the Brooks Point Park Completion Committee;
63rd Annual Saturna Island Lamb Barbeque—traditional lamb dinner,
children’s games, live entertainment, beer garden, arts & crafts, moorage at and Shirley LePers, for her work for the Pender Islands
telephone book.
Winter Cove, shuttle to/from ferries dock; (sorry, no dogs) • Winter Cove
Park • Grounds open 10am-4:30pm; dinner served 2-3pm • Dinner tickets:
Salt Spring Islanders also sent several nominations:
Adults $20, Children $10, Group tickets available • Info: 250.539.2452,
Anne Macey, for supporting agriculture and food security;
www.saturnalambbarbeque.com • SATURNA ISLAND
Bob Watson, for his work on Sustaining Potable Water
Thursday to Sunday, July 12 to 15
Supply; and Dr John Sprague, for his work on Freshwater
2nd Annual Discovery Islands Festival of Chamber Music—with Phil
Preservation and Protection.
Hansen, Calgary Philharmonic’s principal cellist and ensemble • THURSDAY:
The Islands Trust Council will select the recipients during
French music & dinner, Kameleon; FRIDAY: Vienna Masters tapas, Southend its quarterly meeting June 12-14 on North Pender Island.
Winery; SATURDAY: ‘Latin Fire’, Community Centre; SUNDAY: Intimate Cello
The Council meeting will also include a session to explore
Brunch, Heriot Bay Inn • JULY 4-8: Master Classes for cello, violin, viola,
options for strengthening relations with First Nations with
bass • Info & reservations: 250.285.3322, www.heriotbayinn.com •
interests in the Islands Trust Area, and a meeting with the
QUADRA ISLAND
San Juan County Liaison to discuss common issues.

islandtides@islandtides.com • 250.629.3660

www.islandtides.com

Bridal Show With A Difference
Joanell Clarke

Photo: Doby Dobrostanski

Recently, the Texada Seniors’ Council put on a High Tea and
Bridal Fashion Show to raise money for their scholarship
fund. The gowns worn in the show came from both current
and former residents of the Island and covered each decade
from the 1940s to the present.
Waiters in crisp white shirts and smart dark pants
awaited patrons as they filed into the transformed
Community Hall, which was decorated with a bridal arch of
silk flowers and pink ribbons. Tables, set with lilac cloths,
pink ribbon streamers, and centred with miniature threetiered wedding cakes, provided seating for over 100. Some
guests arrived in outfits from their own weddings while
others wore formal attire.
It was a challenge for Event Coordinator Doriana Kiland
to find enough men willing to dress up for a ‘tea’, much less
eager to act as waiters for the occasion. In the end, 12
handsome men agreed and had a wonderful time
interacting with the guests at their table. No one spilled tea
and they all received applause and cheers when they were
recognized for their contribution to the day.
Of the 18 dresses featured, only three of the original
brides were able to fit into and model their own dresses, so
it was also a challenge to find bodies to put into the
remaining 15 dresses. Many of the wedding dresses were so
small that we had to get 12- to 14-year-olds to wear them. It
was down to the last five minutes before showtime, that
models were found for all the dresses.
As each model came through the arch, a photo of the
original bride at her wedding was on the wide screen at the
end of the hall. Ken Barton, a member of the Texada Island
Heritage Society, put together a slide show of all the
weddings with accompanying music.While the model
walked down the aisle, a story about the dress, the wedding
and/or how the couple met was read. As she came to the
end the original bride joined her and they walked together
back up the aisle.
Gowns covered a variety of styles from the simplest to
the most formal. The oldest gown belonged to the mother
of resident Joyce Rodseth. It had been given to Joyce’s
mother by her employer’s wife during World War II when
money was scarce. The woman had worn the dress of
burgundy lace to Buckingham Palace and Joyce herself
modelled it for the show. In keeping with the period of the
original wedding, Joyce’s partner, Russ Sparks joined her
in an army tunic of the era borrowed from the Texada
Museum.
The show concluded with the senior bride of the show,
Mrs Phyllis Soles being escorted by RCMP Constable Kory
Hendricks.
The High Tea was the talk of the Island for weeks
afterwards and the Seniors’ Council was able to double the
amount they had put aside for scholarships due to the
money brought in through admissions, a silent auction and
sale of the centrepieces. Over 60 volunteers and sponsors
contributed to the success of the event–truly a community
endeavour. 0
If you receive Island Tides in your mailbox,
pick it up from a yellow box or rack located from
Victoria to Campbell River, or read online, please show
your support by mailing a voluntary subscription of
$25 + $3 hst = $28 (or amount of your choice) to:
Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0
(Or call with your VISA/MC: 250.629.3660)
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HOME AND PROPERTY SERVICES
Ronald Besley
& Sons Inc.

AUTORENTALS.COM

Near Sidney & Victoria

Mention this ad for discount

250-655-5038

1-800-809-0788

FREE!

Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!

Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up
also available
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

Design, Drawings, Permits, Construction

• harvesting systems
• design • installation
• service
BOB BURGESS

250-246-2155

bob@rainwaterconnection.com
www.rainwaterconnection.com

BUY | RAISE | MOVE | LEVEL

Your one stop shop.
30 years experience–houses,
additions, renovations.
Licensed and insured.
All work professionally
completed.

www.nickelbros.com

Contact Ron for a friendly free estimate:

BUY RECYCLED HOMES
RAISE Increase Square Footage
MOVE Subdivide Your Lot!
LEVEL Repair Foundation Issues

1-866-320-2268

Dave’s Drillling
& Blasting
Dave
250-537-7481
Callum 250-538-8640

rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885
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Ship To Shore

WWW.SHIPTOSHORE.CA

GSA

AUTOMOTIVE

Tree Service
Island-to-Island
Tree Removal
Topping /Thinning
Pruning
Lot Clearing
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Saturna Notes
Priscilla Ewbank
Taco Math Time

In April there was a special taco night at Saturna Café. Students
from Saturna Elementary and Saturna Ecological Education
Centre (SEEC) teamed up to create a fun evening for the
community.
Saturna School kids often use live situations for math skills; in
this case, the experience of money in trade. Buying ingredients,
transforming them by skilled effort, counting out-of-pocket and
fixed costs, and selling a product to customers in a functioning
café—make math real.
Great community support ensured that the tacos sold out well
before closing time. The kids scrambled to create something else
just as good to meet customer expectations—innovate when the
stress is on! They worked well together and raised about $300 by
their own effort to pay costs of their spring ski trip.

Tent Caterpillars & Native Bees

Those of us growing apples, roses, and strawberries—succulent fare
for Western Tent Caterpillars—pay attention to the caterpillars’
“We don’t stand
seven-year boom-and-bust cycle. As Islanders will have noticed,
behind our work,
STANDING SEAM
the cycle is now in its abundance phase.
we stand behind a tree.”
METAL ROOFING
At Haggis Farm in mid-May, in the dry weather, we did one
FOR WATER COLLECTION SYSTEMS
spraying of the bacteria BT as soon as we saw the level of silken nest
Arborist by Boat
250-744-6842
We also specialize in:
John Racine
building and the leaf skeletons festooning the King apple trees. After
250-732-4285
torch-on membrane • shake & shingle
250.668.2186 one week, the nests seem inactive.
Parks and Recreation Commission presented ‘Native Bees and
Serving the Gulf
Tent Caterpillars’ at the Hall on May 18. Two part-time Islanders,
Islands
for
20
years
Technical services for
Judy Myers, Professor Emerita UBC Department of Zoology and
Water Wells
Gord
Hutchings, entomologist and lifelong naturalist, gave a
tel 250.361.5028
fascinating evening of slides and talking.
Aquifers
Shaw Cable: For local Shaw
250-474-7325
cel 250.361.5028
promotions, products & services for
Judy Myers talked about tent caterpillar behaviours such as sunGroundwater
20+ years experience
lancevaesenroofing.ca
North & South Pender, Mayne &
basking, heat-maintaining and rain-protection, population cycles,
Metal roofs & torch-on
Galiano Islands, contact Jay: 250(250) 658-1701
and how scientists came to learn all this. In the 1950s-70s, the
Excellent references.
940-3972, shawpenderjay@shaw.ca,
BBB, Licensed, Insured,
please leave message.
information@hy-geo.com
pioneering work was done by one scientist working for and
WCB, Visa, M/C.
supported by the Canadian Forest Service.
www.hy-geo.com
www.soarecontracting.com
18,000 print copies
In July, moths emerge from their pupal tents and dry their
wings in late afternoon. By 7pm they are flying. The differently
coloured male and female moths mate throughout the night, and
www.flynn.ca
School District #64 (Gulf Islands). the female lays eggs on the boughs of the fruit, hawthorn and alder
House for sale on Mayne Island:
A regular meeting of the Board
250-652-0599
www.mayneislandhome.com. One- • WATER WELLS
of School Trustees will be held trees. Each silver pad of eggs on a bough is laid by one moth that
- Conventional Roofing
mile, easy walk from ferry. $225K.
• HYDROFRACTURING
at School Board Office, 112 Rainbow night.
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Road,
Salt
Spring
Island,
TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS
According to Judy, you have to look closely at individual
Metal Roofing
Wednesday, June 13, 2012
every two weeks
populations
to understand and answers your questions. ‘What are
- Custom Flashing
• DRILLING FOR GEOSOURCE
commencing at 1pm. To view the
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
agenda for this
meeting: the natural patterns of population control?’ is one of her questions.
1-800-746-7444
http://www.sd64.bc.ca/board.html# For years she has been monitoring and researching populations on
- 6” Water Collection Gutters
250-537-8456
meetings. Public Welcome!
Saturna, Mandarte, Westham and Galiano Islands. Judy monitors
www.drillwell.com
Currents Resort at Otter Bay: Parteach site a couple of times a year, counting and measuring tents,
time Cleaners 2 days a week (no
drill@drillwell.com
collecting and testing individuals for parasites and viruses, and
weekends) June 22 to September 7.
Natural building DIY workshops: observing the caterpillar behaviours. Judy has found that the
Please drop off resumes at office, An Island Family Business for 46
Years!
earthen plasters, fibre-clay walls.
2315 MacKinnon Road, or email to
Denman Island June 22-24 and July islands’ populations have similar patterns.
reservations.currents@gmail.com
6-8. See www.rawclay.ca for details.
In the last decade, she has teamed up with another researcher
who specializes in viral infections of population blooms. Through
CLIENT
DATE May 07, 2012
Lance Vaesen Roofing
the electron microscope they have seen how the
nucleopolyhedrovirus takes over the body of the caterpillar and
WAHL
MARINE
LTD.
MASS VELOCITY DESIGNLAB
PROJECT
SIZE 1.625" x 3"
Identity + Website
135 McGill Road
‘melts’ it within ten days—the Ebola of tent caterpillars! The virus
INSTALLED, SERVICED,
Spring Island
FILENAME
COLORSMAINTAINED
LVRSalt
Ad_cmp01.ai
Grayscale
can persist in the ground and also in the caterpillars, activated
30 years experience
under stressful conditions. Judy has contributed greatly to our
Dock Chain Inspection
dock building & repair
understanding of the Western Tent Caterpillar, and generally of
& Replacement
On Time & On Budget
pile driving & drilling
species that go through long cycles.
Chris West
• Foreshore Applications
Gord Hutchings brought books and a case filled with wild
aluminum gangways & ramps
Dive Services
• Docks • Moorings
pollinator specimens. He reminded us that flowering plants and
wood piers & wood floats
250-888-7199/250-538-1667
pollinators evolved together. By the amount of food and landing
• Ramps • Pile Driving
crane barge service & towing
cdwest@telus.net
space that it can create, each flower says ‘choose me’ in exchange
mooring systems & service
Ross Walker
for having its genetic material spread about.
To advertise, email
To advertise, call
250-537-9710
Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
Bumblebees are very effective pollinators that pollinate about
islandtides@islandtides.com
250-629-3660
www.islandmarine.ca
cell 250-537-7804
30% of plants. They respond to patterns in flowers, and set paths
to get back and forth from their nests to the high-yielding blooming
NEXT DEADLINE June 6 PHONE OR EMAIL Sara or Christa at 250-629-3660, islandtides@islandtides.com
patches. They are solitary, not social, and about 70% nest in the
WORD ADS $16+hst (25 words), additional words 25¢ each
ground. Bumblebees are suffering population declines mainly due
to loss of habitat and pesticides.
BOXED ADS B&W: $24.50/inch+hst COLOUR: $31.80/inch+hst DISCOUNTS Prepaid multi-issue series
Bumblebees are indigenous, along with a huge diversity of
moths, flies, bats and wasps which also pollinate. The well-known Italian
into a toxic tailings pond’. The company says this is
TASEKO MINE from page 1
honeybees came with European plants and cultivation, and are used
misleading; its new proposal places the tailings dump
proposal.
commercially as pollinators. Bumblebees that are now used in greenhouses are
also starting to exhibit the same viral and parasitoid infections as commercial
The company’s new proposal moves the tailings dump away from the lake. It claimed the statement was part of
honeybees. Sadly, disease is spreading from farmed populations into wild ones.
to a location two kilometers upstream from the lake. The a ‘reckless and overzealous campaign to encourage the
Gord studies another indigenous species, mason bees. He has developed
First Nations oppose the new proposal for the same general public to oppose the Prosperity Project’.
bee ‘condos’ that work very well to increase the number of bees in your garden
reasons as before.
It claims general, special, punitive and aggravated
or orchard.
The current Taseko review will likely be carried out damages, plus costs, and seeks an injunction that would

Hy-Geo
Consulting

TV/INTERNET

MEETINGS

PROPERTY

HELP WANTED

M A R I N E S E RV I C E S

under the revised Fisheries Act and the new CEAA, both
changed as part of the federal budget currently being
considered by Parliament.
Fish Lake considerations would appear to qualify
under the revisions to the Fisheries Act. However, the new
CEAA would probably limit environmental assessment
to a single review serving both levels of government.

Taseko SLAPPs Wilderness Committee

At the beginning of March, Taseko filed a notice of claim
against the Wilderness Committee. The claim was that
the non-profit, on its website, had defamed the company
with a statement that ‘the new mine plan that Taseko is
seeking approval for proposes turning Little Fish Lake

MOORINGS

remove the statements. This approach, using the courts
to oppose public criticism, fits the description of a SLAPP:
a Strategic Lawsuit Against Public Participation.
On its website, the Wilderness Committee relied on
the findings of the original federal environmental
assessment, which described the difficulties of building
the mine next to the lake without polluting it. It also
quoted Taseko’s Vice President of Engineering, Scott
Jones, who said that the water quality of Fish Lake would
inevitably degrade: ‘you might be able to delay that by
moving the tailings facility farther away…but eventually
the water quality will change’. The Wilderness Committee
seeks dismissal of the suit. 0

PROOF
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Victoria Day Weekend Festivities

On the bright side of life, we had a huge number of visitors and family over for
the Queen’s Birthday May 24 long weekend, creating a fun atmosphere of
activity and energy and helping Island businesses.
On Saturday, Saturna Island Volunteer Fire Department sponsored a great
evening at the Rec Centre producing a barbequed crackly, scrumptious pig.
They served close to 200 people, who then danced the night away while Mr
Music spun the ‘disks’ digitally.
On Sunday night, newcomers Emily Guinane and Dylan Gale (aka DJ CoCaptain) presented six-piece Victoria dance band Compassionate Gorilla. The
event refreshments were organized by Aleah Johnson and Katy Jones. Emily
and Dylan invited lots of their Victoria friends, who mixed with Saturna’s influx
of young people, and lots of us who have been around Saturna a while; young
and old danced to world beat music. 0
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Ocean Soul Book Caffé
◆ New & Used
Books
◆ Wi-Fi Access
◆ Open 6 a.m.

Photos: Christa Grace-Warrick

Youngsters from Pender’s home-learners program, conservancy members, DFO officials, Islanders, and visitors help release chum salmon smolts into Hope Bay
Stream on May 16. Sponsored by Pender Island Conservancy, and by agreement with Hope Bay Bible Camp, the re-establishment of salmon in the creek was
originally the brainchild of Lisa Fleming, 11 years ago. On a perfect May morning, 1,000 tiny fish (see inset), brought by DFO from Goldstream Hatchery, were
carefully tipped into the stream. By the time speeches and thank-yous were over, the smolts had swum down through the road culvert and out into Hope Bay.
Some will return as adults in four years. In the meantime, PICA’s Salmon Sub-committee will be organizing salmon releases every spring for the next eight years.

‘If the hearth is the heart of a house, the kitchen garden is its spirit.’ – Florence Krall

pring has been good to most gardens this
year, with just the right combination of
warm and wet. Certainly the roses and
fruit trees are flourishing. In a temperate spring,
food crops exhibit a curious irony because
although there is an abundance of growth, there
is relatively little wholesome food.
As last year’s stored meats, roots and grains
gradually diminish in the pantry, we are left to
scrounge what we can from young leafy
vegetables. This makes sense if you think of the
life cycle of most plants; the nutritious seeds and
roots mature last. Given that the majority of our
food is grown and transported from foreign
lands, few of us actually spend much time
competing with the deer for spring greens.
Which is however, a good segue into the art of
salad growing.
If we place salad and vegetable growing on a
timeline, by far the fastest are sprouts. Sprouts of
all kinds can be table ready in days from the time
of sowing. They are a relatively rich food because
they still contain all the recently hydrolyzed
nutrients from the seed. Any warm, moist
location will serve to germinate most seeds. No
planting compost required, just a container.
Caveat! Do not use regular garden seed for
sprouts because many of them are treated with
fungicides which are quite toxic. Use only
dedicated sprouting seeds or ones you have saved
yourself. Sprouts are ideal for winter salads and
for those without access to a garden. In summer,
the fast return allows you the option of sowing a
few favourite greens and herbs in time for a
special event dinner. Arugula, mustard greens,
any of the beans and basil lend themselves well
for this. Allow 72 hours for the first three and 710 days for basil.
The next set of speedy culinary wonders are
the baby salad greens. Depending on the variety
and temperature they can be table ready in four
weeks. Lettuce usually sits in the middle of this
group but you can also include a whole range of
mustards, spinach and leafy herbs. Under ideal
conditions sow them directly outside in rows or

small patches and water them regularly. I sow
mine in pots or flats in intervals so I can move
them to the best location and after 3-4 weeks I
can inter-plant them between other slowgrowing vegetable and fruit bushes and still keep
a few baby ones for the salad bowl. Speaking of
inter-planting: use fast growing red or white
radishes to identify beds sown with late season
vegetables such as squash or cabbage.
As summer moves on, so too does the light.
Plant growth is relative to light intensity; in other
words, plants grow slower in fall even when it is
still warm. That means your salads will take
longer to reach bite size. Also, by the end of
August you should be thinking of cold-resistant
winter varieties that will stay fresh through the
New Year and beyond.
Another caution concerns fertilizers: garden
fertilizer manufacturers tell us to dose our plants
weekly. This works well for the sale of their
product. Most plants however, do not need a
high calorie diet or they will become obese. The
leaves will grow enormously, they will become
flabby, weak, tasteless and subject to attack by
bugs. Plants such as tomatoes, that have been
developed to produce a large crop, require a fairly
rich medium to support the weight of the fruit.
Salad greens that only grow a few leaves should
not be given a rich diet, and plants destined for
fall and winter should have even less so they will
have sturdy leaves and shoots to be more frost
resistant.
Some day after the ground has really warmed
up is the best time to sow or set out late summer
and winter squash. They take up quite a bit of
space and benefit from a compost base. This year
I have prepared a bed of fairly poor ground by
digging holes 2’x2’, shoveling in some compost
and placing plastic buckets with the bottom cut
out right over the compost. The earth is backfilled
and the squash are planted in a potting mix in
each bucket. That way the roots are drawn down
into the compost and for the occasional watering,
all I do is pour a gallon into the bucket with little
or no waste. 0

summer reads

TALISMAN
BOOKS &GALLERY
June 2, 1pm: Book Launch

–

Brian Crumblehulme

The word salad comes from
Latin, ‘salata,’ meaning ‘to
put salt on.’ Most raw plants
are bitter tasting. In
Darwinian
terms
it
discourages animals from
eating them. Putting salt or
sugar on them mitigates the
bitterness and enhances the
background
flavours.
Research shows that humans
have a vast array of taste and
olfactory receptors that
detect bitterness. This may be
another survival process.
Adding a small amount of
salt blocks the RNA
transmission from these
receptors and allows the
eater to enjoy the remaining
natural flavours. Sugar works
in much the same way but is
a less powerful agent. The
Romans (and every other
civilization) sprinkled a little
salt on their salads,
vegetables, meat, fish, eggs—
you name it. And, because
this is not an osmotic
process, it doesn’t matter
when you add the salt. It may
also be reasonable to suggest
that our sense of taste has
changed since Cro-Magnon
days; we like our foods sweet.
There are a few acquired
bitter tastes we cherish for
old times sake: coffee and
beer to name two, and as
every traveler to Europe

e Jagged Cup by
Gordon A. Bailey
June 16, 1pm: Gallery Opening

Paintings by Judith Walker

h Salt, Salads & Spring! h

quickly learns, the old
country cultures have also
retained a penchant for bitter
herbs and flavouring.
We need very little salt to
modify the flavour of modern
vegetables because most of
the supermarket varieties
have had most of the
bitterness and flavour bred
out of them. Purveyors of
food additives have been
happy to cater to our
biological and cultural
penchant by providing elixirs
that are very salty and sweet
(ketchup is usually 23-25%
sugar). In short, we no longer
taste the salad, we taste the
additive.
A Roman Salad
Dressing
Cumin, ginger, rue or
rosemary, dates, black
pepper, and honey. Grind all
the above with enough fresh
olive oil to obtain a fine paste.
Toss your salad and add salt
to taste.
A Salad Dressing by
John Evelyn, 1699
‘Take cler and perfectly goode
olive oyle, three parts sharp
vinegar, limon or juse of one
orange, some slices of
horsraddishe and a litle salt.
Beat in the yolks of 2 new
boyled egges, pour upon the
salat and sprinkle with freshe
flower petals.’
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