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Official observer of a combined Islands’ aircrash exercise get close-up shot. (See more photos and story page 6).
Commentary by Patrick Brown

Ferries on Auto Pilot: II
The Queen of the North was on autopilot with
no-one at the helm when she crashed into Gil
Island. She should have changed course; but
she didn’t.
BC’s ‘privatized’ coastal ferry system is itself
on a financial autopilot, set by the provincial
government. It’s headed straight for outrageous
and destructive fare levels.
Here are some examples of the recent
increases and those to come: for a vehicle, a
driver, and one passenger, on a summer
weekend:
Mainland - Vancouver Island return
2002: $105

2007: $121

2011: $143 - $147

Tsawwassen - Galiano Island return
2002: $81.75 2007: $113.05 2011: $148 - $154

Swartz Bay - Outer Gulf Islands return
(using discount commuter tickets)
2002: $19.32 2007: $28.35 2011:$37.25–$38.75

Now do we have your attention?

Changing Direction
It’s time to change course. But this will only
happen if Islanders (including Vancouver
Islanders) convey this directly to the
government, in no uncertain terms. Now.
The current course was set by the provincial
government in the 2003 Coastal Ferries Act,
which laid out the twin objectives of a profitmaking, but heavily indebted, governmentowned ‘private’ corporation (BC Ferries
Services Inc), together with minimally
subsidized ‘user-pay’ fare levels.
The autopilot is the BC Ferry Commission, a
‘regulatory’ body that does not regulate, but is
designed merely to carry out the calculations to
maintain the course set by the government.
The Commission’s Terms of Reference are
limited to ensuring the financial viability of the
corporation; they specifically state that it must
not consider the public interest in any way—just
like the other autopilot.
AUTOPILOT II, please turn to page 2

Islands Trust meets B&B Ganges Marina in court
The Islands Trust and B&B Ganges Marina met
in court in late April over a petition brought by
the Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee to
enforce its bylaw in regards to the marina’s float
camp. Arguments of the opposing parties,
before Mr Justice Tysoe in Vancouver Supreme
Court, took three days following considerable
preparations on the part of the respective legal
counsels and closed on Friday, April 20.
‘This was a substantial case that involved
constitutional arguments and is of significance
to every local government in British Columbia
that has navigable waters,’ said Kim Benson,
Chair of the Islands Trust Council. ‘We were
pleased that the provincial Attorney General’s
office participated to argue in support of the
applicability of our land use bylaw to the float
camp.’
B&B Ganges Marina’s counsel, John
Alexander, argued that the float camp was in
fact a vessel regulated exclusively by the federal
government and, therefore, immune from local

land use regulations. He also argued that all
marina facilities should be exempt from local
government regulation.
The Islands Trust chose to take B&B Ganges
Marina to court and not to exercise the option
of towing the float camp out of the harbour,
particularly after it sank last summer. Further
investigations by the Islands Trust revealed that
the float camp barge had sunk previously in
2000 before it was in Ganges Harbour and
would be difficult to insure. ‘Towing the float
camp just wasn’t a responsible risk to take on
behalf of taxpayers,’ said Linda Adams, Chief
Administrative Officer.
‘We are optimistic that the judgment will be
speedy and, of course, are very hopeful that it
will go in our favour,’ added Adams. ‘The court
suggested that it expected to render judgment
within about three months, which Islands Trust
counsel, Francesca Marzari of Lidstone Young
Anderson, indicates would be relatively quick,
given the complexity of the issues.’ 
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TILMA creates hurdles for
endangered species and for
curbing pollution, says
Sierra Legal
The Trade, Investment and Labour Mobility
Agreement (TILMA) will affect key aspects of
environmental regulation, says Sierra Legal Defense
Fund. Although the aim of the agreement is to turn
Alberta and BC into an economic powerhouse, Sierra
Legal’s analysis of TILMA reveals that the trade
agreement could seriously threaten the provinces’
endangered species and jeopardize potential initiatives
to reduce air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions.
TILMA sets rules for all governments within the
BC/Alberta trade zone (including, in 2009,
municipalities) and allows individuals and
corporations to sue either government for up to $5
million if its rules are broken, even if a government,
including local government, is acting to help the
environment.
The agreement does include some environmental
exemptions regarding water and the promotion of
renewable and alternative energy, but other
government measures (laws, programs, policies)
aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions and air
pollutants, or protecting endangered species cannot
overly restrict trade or investment. No input from
environmental groups or the public is required in
coming to such a decision.
‘It’s scary to think that a dispute panel created
under an agreement aimed exclusively at boosting
trade and investment can make such profound
decisions on our environment,’ said Keith Ferguson,
staff lawyer with Sierra Legal. ‘In this time of increased
awareness for the need to protect our environment, I
find it unbelievable that the governments of BC and
Alberta are doing this.’
Environmentalists are particularly concerned that
TILMA ignores global warming. ‘In this critical time
for addressing global warming, it is shocking that
Alberta and BC have not clearly exempted all measures
that aim to reduce greenhouse gases,’ said Ellen Gould,
research associate with the Canadian Centre for Policy
Alternatives.
‘Global warming is one of the major crises of the
twenty-first century that urgently requires the
imaginative action of all levels of government,’ added
HURDLES, please turn to page 8
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Fair Voting BC’s director Julian West is
joining an international team which will
observe the May 3 English local election
and the parliamentary election in
Scotland. Both jurisdictions elect
through a proportional representation
system.
The team comprises journalists,
academics and voting reform advocates
from the United States, Canada and New
Zealand. West is the only Canadian
making the trip.
In a busy agenda, the group will meet
with British parliamentarians and
members of the English boundaries
commission, as well as election officials
and local voting reform advocates.
West is particularly interested that
Scotland has recently adopted the single
transferable vote (STV) for local
councils. This is the same system which
British Columbians endorsed by a vote
of 58% to 42% in 2005. A second
referendum is now scheduled for May
2009 because the BC government opted
not to be bound by the referendum
result unless the majority reached 60%,
yet could not ignore this strong
expression of popular support for
electoral reform.
Scotland joins a growing list of
countries where STV is used at the
national, provincial or district levels:
Ireland, Northern Ireland, Australia,
Malta, New Zealand and the USA.
‘This will be a great opportunity to
see how the Scottish government is
educating the public about how STV and
other proportional representation
systems work,’ West said. ‘They have
created and funded a politically neutral
public information campaign featuring
an interactive website and are working
with community groups, organisations,
companies and charities across Scotland
in a creative public information drive.
We are calling on the BC government to
follow their example in ensuring that BC
voters are well prepared for the 2009
referendum.’ 

Not quite ready
for prime time
The ferry Northern Adventure will be
out of service from May 9 to 19. This new
ferry, replacing Queen of the North, has
been experiencing some teething
troubles—in addition to reported
problems with both the elevator and the
escalator, some passenger safety items
need to be checked.
In the meantime, the schedule will be
taken on by the Queen of Prince Rupert.
Northern Adventure is expected back on
route on May 20. 
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Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

• harvesting
systems
• design
• installation
• service

BOB BURGESS
tel. 250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnection.com

www.rainwaterconnection.com

WAYNE THOMAS WESLEY, 1947-2007

MARIA WATSON, 1912-2007

On April 16th 2007, after a long and courageous battle with
cancer, Wayne Wesley passed away peacefully in his home on
Pender Island with Jan and Devon by his side. Wayne’s
wishes were to remain at home on Pender surrounded by the
people he loved during his illness.
Wayne was born in Viking, Alberta in 1947 and spent 25
years of his life on the Edmonton City Police Force. Wayne
met Jan in 1992 and, accompanied by Jan and Devon, moved
to Pender Island where he said he found his true home and
paradise.
Wayne was predeceased by his mother, Kathleen Mary
Wesley (nee Gilpin), and his father, James J Wesley. Wayne
is survived by his partner Jan Peters, stepdaughter Devon
Simard, daughters Chantelle and Nicole, stepdaughter
Miranda, sister Joy Lobach and brother Ben Wesley, and by
his grandsons and granddaughters.
There are not enough pages in this paper or words to
describe Wayne, his life and how much he was loved and
respected by so many. Wayne was a quiet man but when he
spoke, his words were always encouraging and heartfelt. He
was our gentle giant. It was always so easy for Wayne to
brighten up your day with his outrageous smile, his big bear
hugs and his wise words of advice. Wayne has touched so
many lives and will be missed by all. He will remain in our
hearts forever. Welcome home Boompa.
Until we meet again, continue your adventure and go with
all our love.
Wayne participated in the first Pender Island Cancer
Society ‘Balding for Dollars.’ In lieu of flowers Jan is taking
pledges for Wayne’s brother-in-law, Rick Pozdzik, who is
participating in the Cancer Society’s ‘Balding for Dollars’ in
Edmonton. If anyone is interested in making a pledge in
memory of Wayne please contact 629-9979.

Pender Island resident since 1977, Maria Watson died on
April 11, 2007. Since shortly after her arrival on Pender in
1977, right up until November 1999, Maria was best known
as editor and steward of the Pender Post.
Born in Hamburg, Germany in 1912, Maria was sent to
England in 1938, where she spent the war years. In 1942, she
met Captain Lawrie Watson, a Canadian soldier and love of
her life. They were married in 1946 and Maria followed
Lawrie to Canada as a war bride.
Maria loved Canada, being Canadian, moving from place
to place, her children (Colin and Andrea) and husband, and
family and military life. Her only regret was not coming to
Canada early enough to cross the prairies in a covered wagon!
Four years after retiring to Vernon and building a lovely
hillside home, tragedy struck when Lawrie took ill with
cancer and died at age 53 in 1974. The loss was stupendous
for Maria, who mustered all her strength and courage to
recover and create a new phase of living fully. A visit with old
army friends on Pender resulted in her move to Pender.
Maria loved life and indulged in doing what she enjoyed—
kayak trips to the west coast of Vancouver Island and
Northern Saskatchewan (inspiring others to join her), caring
for pets and plants, editing the Pender Post, and sharing all
of the above with her two children whenever they visited! It
just so happened that what she enjoyed contributed to so
many of us and to the community in myriad ways!
Maria’s wish to remain at home for her last days came
true, thanks to team work by family, her ‘Pender family’ and
our local medical professionals. All of them giving back to one
who gave a lot.
May her life serve as a reminder to live fully and follow
our hearts while we can!

AUTOPILOT II from page 1

It’s Time To Voice Your Concerns
The ‘First Performance Term’ under the Ministry of
Transportation’s contract with BCFS expires on March 31, 2008;
the ‘Second Performance Term’ runs four years from April 1,
2008 to March 31, 2012.
The process of setting fares for the next four years is
underway. The Act required that the Commission make a
‘preliminary’ finding by March 31, 2007. This finding estimated
the fare levels that would result if the provincial contract ‘Service
Fee’ (which used to be known as the subsidy) remains the same
as at present.
The provincial government then has until June 30, 2007 to
decide whether it will increase its ‘Service Fee’ under the contract
for the new ‘Performance Term’. Then the Commission has until
September 30, 2007 to calculate the resultant fare levels.
So if the ferry-using public does not complain now, before
June 30, and vociferously, the fares will be what the Commission
has projected, as we have shown on the front page.
Many readers will recall cable companies’ negative option
billing scheme of a few years ago, or they may be familiar with
municipal ‘counter-petitions.’ This is remarkably similar. So if
little protest is heard the government will happily assume these
new fares are acceptable. There will be no increase in the Service
Fee, and the fares will be what the Commission has already
projected.

Increases So Far
Over the first five years the government has pursued a straight
course; the ‘Service Fee’ has not been increased. Fares, on the
other hand, have risen significantly.
In addition to regular annual fare increases, ‘fuel surcharges’
to cover the rising price of fuel oil have been permitted by the
Commission, but the provincial government has refused to make
any contribution to these unanticipated costs. The result has
been that the main, profit-making routes between the Mainland
and Vancouver Island have seen total fare increases of roughly
25%. The other routes, serving communities on the smaller
Islands and the Sunshine Coast, have seen increases close to 50%
and in some cases higher.

Increases To Come
At the end of March, the Commission published its preliminary
findings. On the main routes, they foresaw an increase of 5.4%
on April 1, 2008, followed by increases of between 3% and 4% on
the three following April Fool’s Days (these increases are
compounded on top of the final increase of Performance Term 1,
which will be 2.8% on November 1, 2007). There is no subsidy on
the main routes.
On the other routes (which serve the Gulf Islands, the
Sunshine Coast, and the North Coast), there would be an
increase of 3.6% on April 1, 2008, followed by increases of
between 6.7% and 8.1% on April 1 of the three following years
(and the November 1, 2007 increase on these routes will be

4.4%.) The ‘Service Fee’, or subsidy, will be divided among these
routes to ensure that all percentage increases are the same.
These annual increases have been calculated by the
Commission based on the British Columbia Consumer Price
Index rising between 2% and 4% per year. The actual formulas
are:
Main routes: 2% + .5 x CPI
Other routes: 5.2% + .73 x CPI
(Note that there would likely be further increases on April 1,
2012, at the start of the ‘Third Performance Term’.)
The Commission promised, on March 31, to provide details of
the assumptions and calculations which support these formulae.
As this is written, it is nearly a month later, and those details have
failed to appear.
As for the accumulated extra fuel costs that have not yet been
recovered from the customers through fuel surcharges, they will
be ‘rolled in’ to future fares. And, in addition, the Commission
has invented a new and easy way to increase fares should fuel
costs get out of hand again.

What The Government Said
Now may be an appropriate time to quote from a December 9,
2002 Ministry of Transportation press release:

New ferries model means better service,
more jobs, stable rates
VICTORIA: BC Ferries will be transformed into a
customer-focused and financially stable marine
transportation system that improves services and
revitalizes the economy of the province’s coastal
communities, Minister of Transportation Judith Reid
announced today. …
An independent regulator will be appointed to regulate
rates and protect consumers’ interests. …
Reid said a revitalized ferry system will mean:
• Improved service and customer choice
• Guaranteed service levels and fair rates
• An independent regulator to protect the public interest
• Economic development and job creation
• Public ownership of ferry terminals
• No new public debt
• Ongoing accountability.

So What’s Actually Happening?
BC Ferries remains a natural monopoly, and behaves like one;
service levels are unchanged and rates are increasingly unfair;
the regulator is not independent and is specifically forbidden to
consider the public interest; most of the job creation has been in
Germany; the economic development of ferry-dependent
communities (including those on Vancouver Island) is being
damaged; at the outset, the government stripped the corporation
of its ferry terminal assets; BCFS debt is rising rapidly, and could
AUTOPILOT II, please turn to page 8

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Homeowners
• Farm
• Commercial
• Bed & Breakfasts
Salt Spring Island: #1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road
Doug Guedes • 1-250-537-5527

250-656-1334

Sidney: A2 - 9769 Fifth Street
Jason McCutcheon • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)

Brentwood Bay: 7178 W. Saanich Rd
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd.
Saanichton: #2-7855 East Saanich Road
Dan Olive • 1-800-663-0807

www.seafirstinsurance.com
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
he apple blossoms have suddenly
emerged among the lime green leaves.
Palest pink and sweet-scented, the
blossoms are only for a moment at their peak—
next moment they might decorate a spring
wind. Hopefully the petals and scent have
attracted hungry pollinators, who get lunch
immediately, and come fall we get apples!
Oh, I am a lover of this time of year! Rain is
warm, peas and lettuce, potatoes are sprouting,
growing in the wet, warm earth and the days go
on and on. Mud coats the sides and underneath
of cars; cedar and alder pollen covers the top.
The hummingbirds are at their most gorgeous
selves as the males perform their aerial dances.
Lots of entertainment around these days—
everyone wants to do a little something outside
in the light and warmth!

T

Baseball Here & There
Baseball is Saturna’s premier sport. Two weeks
ago the Saturna Oystercatchers started
practicing, Sundays and Wednesdays at Winter
Cove. Everyone is welcome to join.
Last practice there were so many players
that they had enough to play two teams! Grant
Dickey is our senior member and catcher. Barb
Ropars pitches and Jenn Nielson is first base.
Lester Bomback, Steve Dunsmuir, Rick Jones,
Ian Gaines, Jerry and Alex Pavlatos, Theresa
and Keith are regulars on the team.
Come and spectate if you don’t want to play.
Baseball watching is tons of fun at Winter Cove.
Not only is there the drama of the game, but the
ball park is lovely with violet-green swallows
twirling about in the changing light and it is so
quiet—no noise, other than the noise we make
as we entertain ourselves eating, visiting, and
cheering.
When I went to Cuba last month, the
Oystercatchers donated a baseball bat and
glove for me to take, and our daughter Jesse
donated her baseball from when she played on
the team. These gifts went to the tiny farming
town of La Palma where they will be used with
great enjoyment.
Baseball is Cuba’s national sport.
Everywhere I went, in both the cities and rural
areas, boys of all ages played. Usually a bat is a
piece of two-by-two wood and plastic bottle
caps serve for a ball. Cubans are expert
players—bottle caps are hard to pitch and hard
to hit!
While I was there, the Cuban semifinals
were being televised and a huge stadium
outside of Havana was filled to capacity for the
3-night playoffs.
Baseball players are heroes in Cuba; the
Plaza de la Revolucion in Old Havana has an
area of the park where fans argue about what
did happen and what might have happened ‘if.’
(I thought I had wandered into some political
rally the talk was so fervent and animated!)
Always travel with a bat and ball, I advise,
when going to Cuba!

Refinishing The Floor
Don’t forget that the community hall will be
closed from April 29 to May 9 while the wood
floor and stage is being sanded and refinished.
This length of time is necessary not only to do
the work but also to let the finish set to rockhard before the hall is back in use with its heavy
load of traffic.
A significant portion of the cost was donated
by a community member who appreciates the
role the Community Club plays in the life of the
community. We all thank you!
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Victoria to attend the circus workshop and
three different concerts.
Then on May 31 the kids take off for their 9day driving trip around BC. They have spent all
year studying the different places they will visit
and corresponding with the kids in the schools
where they will be billeted overnight.

Saturna Ecological
Education Centre
School District 64’s Saturna Ecological
Education Centre received a generous grant
from Community Connections. The threetiered grant increases with each step and the
first tier totals $5,000. Susanne Middleditch
and Jeff Hopkins were instrumental is securing
this grant to keep this splendid project rolling.
To aid in organization, five high school
students are signed up for this fall, three from
Salt Spring, one from Nanaimo, and one from
Galiano for Environmental Studies 12. SEEC
has a website designed by community members
Athena George and Dave Cheslow—check it out
at www.seec64.ca.

Rising Ferry Fares
Yet another ferry fare increase is on the way.
Apparently Island communities have not made
their dismay at the 6.7% a year fare increase
loudly enough to be alarming to the
government. This type of regular increase has
added up to whopping increases for Islanders
in the last 5 years.
Any government worth its salt is willing to
see just how much the public will stand for. So
far, the province is not interested in
contributing any part of ferry service costs from
the taxes we pay. Please write letters, lots of
reasoned letters do make a difference. (Look at
the end of the related article ‘Autopilot II’ for
the addresses, page 8.) Our hardworking ferry
committee members ask that you do your part
while the window of opportunity is open to
make a difference.

Fantastic Fish Fundraiser
The Saturna Arts and Concert Society and the
Saturna School are inviting the community to
participate in their 2007 fundraiser by making
a ‘Fantastic Fish.’ Marcia Harter came up with
this novel idea, ably assisted by Karen Muntean
and Steve Dunsmuir.
Three salmon are already swimming along
the walls of the Saturna Café, check them out!
Michael McKenzie is cutting out these lovely
intricate big salmon from cedar donated by
Barry Crooks. Use any medium you like flat
paint, fabric, low relief, collage, carving—go
wild! On May 15 a workshop, led by local artists,
to help get inspired will be held at the Rec
Centre.
At the July 1st Lamb BBQ, these Fantastic
Fish will be on display all along the northern
fence at the Winter Cove site. There they will be
auctioned off in a silent auction. The standard
10% of the proceeds will go to the Community
Club; the Arts and Concert Society and school
will split the remainder!

Recycling Garage Sale

School Outings

Recycling is holding its famous Garage Sale on
May 19. The sale is always a great place to get
antique bits, weird stuff and really useful items
in great shape. All of the proceeds go to support
the ambulance or something equally worthy. As
anyone who has held a mega garage sale knows,
it is a huge effort to put this event together. The
recycling gang is masterful at collecting enticing
items and helping them on their way to a new
life of appreciation!

Saturna School is very busy this spring! In two
weeks our kids will release the salmon fry,
which they have raised from eggs, into Lyall
Creek. New and young life everywhere is
thriving and growing—life is an adventure!
On May 2, some Islands schools will have an
Islands Sports Day on Galiano. Mayne, Kuper,
Saturna and Galiano will all get together on
Galiano for the day and compete. It has been
some years since we had an inter-Island sports
day and everyone is very excited! Come and
watch if you want—Saturna will be in the green
T-shirts with the Saturna Ecological Education
Centre logo on the front. Thanks go to Amber
Jensen for organizing the uniforms.
On May 10 our children will go to Kidsfest in

Saint Christopher’s Church is holding their
annual Plant Sale on Saturday, May 12 at
Money’s nursery. (You can consider that plant
sales, and Mother’s Day sort of go together!)
The day will be festive with so much plant
beauty, and Mei Man Lee will be on-site selling
special made-to-order Chinese food. The
church would appreciate donations of cuttings,
plants and gardening accessories starting from
May 5. Just before you hack down those darn
daylilies, canna lilies, montbretia, kale etc, that
never know when to stop—grab a pot and potup some of the largesse and call Dawn Wood,
Nancy Phillips or Pam Brown who would be
delighted to receive your cheery donations! Last

schedule was established, printed, and
distributed immediately. (The first workbee is
the wood cutting bee, look for notices.)
Thanks to BC Ferries we will have a sailing
to Tsawwassen departing Saturna at 10pm.
People who clean-up at the BBQ site on July 2
are asked to remember that the clean-up after
the final communal lunch at the hall is also part
of the clean-up.
CBC’s Victoria Radio 2 will be interviewing
Jeff Weaver and Mark Forsyth, says our BBQ
master of ceremonies, Ron Monk. The RCMP
say that they might even ride a horse on the
grounds in their full regalia!
The meeting was relatively painless and a
lovely paradigm of how we run the BBQ:
participation, good ideas, willingness,
commitment to the success of this community
fundraiser while having fun.

year at the sale, I got my new favorite garden
tools—a great big three-pronged cultivator and
a very light shovel. I’m still pleased!

Talent Show Calling
The annual Talent Show, which will be held on
June 16, is seeking talented artists willing to
sing, play an instrument, read poetry or prose,
dance, or act a monologue or short skit. Please
sign up at the Upper Store or call Jane DixonWarren.

Historical Society
On April 14, the Gulf Islands Branch of the
Historical Society met on Saturna. At the
community hall, Bakhshish Gill gave a
fascinating talk to about twenty people on the
general history of Saturna. He says, ‘Every little
thing on Saturna has a history—a little event.’
Bakhshish has been interested in Saturna’s
history for decades and has been instrumental
in having two plaques erected. One at East
Point commemorates the arrival of the Spanish
explorer Captain Narvaez, and the other
commemorates the first school on Saturna.
Bakhshish has compiled binders of
interviews, written memorabilia and
photographs over the years. He told several
funny stores of map name misreadings and
foul-ups of historical placenames between the
Spanish and the English translations and
accounts of the arbitrariness of renaming and
naming.
The price of history comes much higher
now, Backshish noted. To get access to papers
and to documents requires fees for copying, and
sometimes the discovery that access to
information is not possible.
The presentation was most enjoyable, the
information interesting and Bakhshish’s
observations and comments, on his personal
journey of historical investigation and his
appreciation of the process and how
idiosyncratic it can be, were very enlightening.

Park News
Parks and Recreation is sponsoring the
Thompson Park Clean-up and Picnic. This
event will occur on May 5. Drive, walk, or float
over and help tidy our community park for
another year, eat bountifully, and play bocci.
Saturna Island Parks Liaison held their
twice-a-year exchange with Parks Canada staff
at the community hall. A few highlights from
the meeting are as follows.
Except for the Lamb BBQ and the baseball
team, if you want to use Winter Cove Park for
an event/activity, please get in touch with Scott
Giroux. This might include dog shows, Easter
egg hunts, and anything that you think you
might want to do. The advance notice allows
Parks to know what is going on and to consider
insurance coverage.
Geri Crooks expressed her agreement with
care and maintenance to access the helipad at
East Point.
Donna Digance announced that the new
Saturna Island Tourist Association brochure
will be out in June and thanked Parks Canada
for their monetary assistance. The kiosk display
unit is not working she reports.
Dave Curwen is glad that the Memorandum
of Agreement is in place for all the Islands
between ‘federal parks and local fire fighting
units.’ He was glad that during a fire call, Parks
Canada and local firefighters would share the

Lamb BBQ
The Saturna Lamb BBQ effort has roared into
life. The first organizational meeting and, more
than likely, the last for this year was held on
April 15 at the hall. About 30 people showed up
to whiz through the agenda, affirm that they will
do what they always do or else present a letter
confirming that they have died. Several items
were put up for resolution, and the workbee

SATURNA, please turn to page 8

electric bikes - a convenient truth
• zero emissions! • 20 cents per 100 km!
• no insurance required! • no license required!

from
$1,449
Electric Coast Urban Vehicle Co. is your electric scooter, electric bicycle and conversion
specialty shop carrying BC’s largest selection of quality power assisted scooters and bicycles.

electric coast U RBA N V E H I C L E C O.
238 East Esplanade • North Vancouver • 604.985.1615
www.electriccoast.com

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Mothers’ Plant Sale

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:

(250) 386-7643

We’re all about the Islands
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

NANAIMO

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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Tips for fall injury prevention ~ Dr Don Williams
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ancouver Island Health Authority statistics show that Gulf
Islands Local Health Area #64 has the highest rate of
deaths from falls in any of its health areas. The near-fatal
fall on Pender Island of former provincial premier Mike
Harcourt provides a dramatic example.
The Gulf Islands’ rate is 97% above the provincial rate. In
response, the Gulf Islands Health Advisory Committee, in
cooperation with VIHA, has proposed a fall prevention
awareness program to address this risk.
This article stems from my 20 years of medical practice in the
emergency rooms on Pender, Saturna, Mayne and Galiano
Islands. These facilities are where nurses, doctors, ambulance
crews and first responders treat a steady stream of scrapes,
bruises, broken bones and worse, 7 days (and nights) a week.
The statisticians at the Vancouver Island Health Authority tell
us we live in a dangerous place. So why are the Friday night
ferries bulging at the gunwales with unsuspecting weekenders?
Say the magic words ‘Gulf Islands’ and Mainlanders start to
swoon, buy kayaks and ‘Google’ real estate companies. We
understand that behaviour—no-one twisted our arms to move to
this enchanting archipelago. It is a magnet, attracting active,
independent, eco-friendly do-it-yourselfers (the young at heart).
How do we stay in one piece once we get here? Prevention is
the answer. Recall your childhood friend, Humpty Dumpty, that
icon of public health. Forgive him his high cholesterol,
impressive waistline and body mass index. He does make a case:
being careful trumps fixing a mess.
Fall-proofing yourself begins with fitness. Scientific research
proves that fit people fall less and sustain fewer fractured hips,
backs and wrists. Regular walking, biking, gardening and Tai Chi
enhance strength and balance. Strong bones result from
judicious exposure to sunshine (vitamin D) and a calcium-rich
diet (dairy products.)
The second theme in preventing falls is knowledge of the
hazardous activities that result in the majority of clinic visits.
This is my top ten list, to which you can no doubt add.
1. Nothing beats those gorgeous vistas, but be aware of the

V

Readers’ Letters
Fall Injury Prevention Program
Dear Editor:
The Gulf Islands Health Advisory Committee has embarked on a
one-year fall prevention initiative and Dr Don Williams’ article
(above) is the first step, by promoting awareness in both
residents and visitors of the hazards of falls.
It seems that just about everyone has at least one tale of woe
from a fall and usually some insight into preventing a recurrence.
We invite Island Tides readers to send us a brief description of
your pet peeve fall hazard and your solution to prevent it. We will
include the top 20 in our fall prevention pamphlet that will be
distributed to Islanders in the summer.
Please send your fall prevention insight to one of the following
committee members—Mayne: Sue Atha, seatha@cablelan.net;
Galiano: David Smith, shelley@gulfislands.com; Saturna: Bernie
Ziegler, ziegler@saturnacan.net; Pender: Paul Petrie,
pmpetrie@gulfislands.com; Salt Spring: Jean Taylor,
js_taylor@island.net.
Thank you for your support to make our Islands safer and
healthier places to live.
Jean Taylor and Paul Petrie

Governance: Moving The Trust

Saving the world
one investment
at a time
For more than 20 years, the Pinch Group has
combined a passion for social & environmental issues
with the best practices of conventional investing.

wet moss and loose, rocky outcroppings.
2. Starfish-laden intertidal pools are fascinating but they are
ringed with seaweed and slick driftwood.
3. Partially completed cottages (works-in-progress) are often
mined with loose boards and absent handrails.
4. Cleaning pesky needles and arbutus leaves from your
eavestroughs—especially within time constraints of ferry
reservations—spells disaster. It’s a fact that the
professionals have far fewer falls than we handypersons.
Hire them. They have the expertise and proper equipment.
5. Biking is fun. Cartwheeling in the gravel at the bottom of a
steep island hill isn’t. Good brakes, good helmets and
experience are good strategies to avoid a wipeout.
6. Happy hour—now there’s a popular institution. However,
one too many of your local vineyard's finest may put you in
the Saturday night queue at the clinic. ‘Moderation’ is the
word that comes to mind.
7. While decks are lovely extensions of our homes in the fine
weather, our six month monsoon season make them algae
covered and treacherously slippery. Your local lumberyard
has excellent products to solve this problem.
8. In our enthusiasm to reduce strokes, heart attacks and the
complications of diabetes, we doctors prescribe potent
combinations of medications to lower blood pressure. The
downside of this treatment is the temporary unsteadiness
that some patients feel when they stand up quickly. Check
with your doctor if this happens frequently to you.
9. Hot baths, showers and saunas, with wet tiles, soapy
surfaces and sudden drops in blood pressure (see above)
can be potentially dangerous areas. A handy handle bar
and a good mat can prevent a broken bone - or worse!
10. For boaters; jumping from your boat deck to the wharf
when tying up—especially wearing inappropriate
footwear—is an invitation to a broken ankle or to become a
human fender. We’ve seen it all (ouch!)
To sum it up keep active and be sensible. 

Dear Editor:
In the April 19 - May 2 edition of Island Tides, I noted on page 7
a full-page ad from Islands Trust looking for input regarding the
Governance Task Force.
It is particularly egregious that the ‘Southern’ Regional Office
(comprising Saturna, Mayne, North and South Pender, and
Galiano) is currently administered from Victoria, which means
once every month or two the Island’s planner shows up on their
respective island for a meeting or two, the rest of their time being
spent in Victoria.
How can a bunch of city bureaucrats have any understanding
of life in the Gulf Islands? As for their support staff, they never
even have to set foot on a Gulf Island at all. Besides that, Trust
Council staff, Trust Fund staff and administrative staff are also
based in Victoria. That’s a lot of jobs that pay a lot of money in
salaries.
The Southern Regional Office should be moved to one of the
Islands to which it administers (say, North Pender, given it has
the highest population of the five islands) and the Central and
Northern Offices should remain as they are. Trust Council staff,
Trust Fund staff and administrative services staff should be
moved out of Victoria to one of the Gulf Islands. Those who
choose to make the move can do so, those who choose to
commute can do so, and those who choose to remain in Victoria
can find employment elsewhere in the government that is more
suited to them.

Aside from Gulf Islanders being able to govern Gulf Islanders,
this would also offer to Island residents much-needed
employment opportunities and, even if every single person
moved from Victoria to a Gulf Island, it would still mean that
those government salaries would be spent within the local
economy, rather than the Victoria economy.
Gulf Islanders have been far too lax in letting city bureaucrats
run the show. This is our opportunity to take control of our
future.
With respect to the Governance Task Force, I have no
problem with the present political representation in the Islands
Trust Area but, administratively, whatever worked in 1974 with
just a few thousand people does not work in 2007 with 25,000
Gulf Islands residents. The management and local planning
structure of the Islands Trust needs to be completely revamped
to effectively represent those of us who live in the Gulf Islands.
Leslie Anne Sharpe, Salt Spring Island

Petition to BC Ferries Re: Trial Schedule
Dear Editor:
To date, April 15th, we have not received even one
acknowledgement of the petitions we sent to four BC Ferries
senior management officials and two MLAs, protesting the
arbitrary scheduling of 4:10pm Friday night sailings from
Tsawwassen to Mayne, Pender & Saturna.
However, without any publicity that we know of, other than a
rewritten ‘Trial Schedule Change’ pamphlet, travellers from the
Mainland to Mayne and Saturna may now take the 8:15pm ferry
to Galiano Island and transfer there.
Perhaps ‘the peoples voice’ has been heard?
Su Everts & Marlyn Turner, Mayne Island

A Time of Opportunity
Dear Editor:
Letter writer Hendrik de Pagter assumes Briony ‘Penn’s analysis
is that power resides with the Tories and the Grits’, as if Briony
had decided to run as a Liberal as some kind of power grab.
Well, in one sense that may be right. Now is an
unprecedented opportunity for people who care about the earth
to improve Canada’s sorry environmental record. There are
several reasons why now is such an opportune time: the election
of Stéphane Dion, a man of great integrity and courage, as leader
of the Liberals, the involvement of organic farmer David Orchard
and thousands of his supporters in the party, the fact that Green
leader Elizabeth May and Stéphane Dion are clearly capable of
working well together.
What about the rest of us? Are we capable of working together
too? At his Salt Spring talk, Guy Dauncey urged the NDP and the
LETTERS, please turn to page 10
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The result: portfolios that you can feel good about
owning while still sleeping well at night!
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C ustom designs for Homes,
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‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE • $31.80 • With image $37.10 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42.40! • With image $47.70 (max 70 words)

Thursdays, May 3 & 10

Saturday, May 19

Pender Film Group Screenings—THURS MAY 3: Wilby
Wonderful (2004), a day-in-the-life, dark comedy • THURS MAY
10: The Fight For True Farming (2006), farming, rampant
agribusiness and globalization • Community Hall • 7:30pm •
Admission by donation • Info: www.penderislands.org, click
‘events’ • ON PENDER ISLAND

Mayne Island's May Day
Community Celebration–a fun
filled day featuring May Pole
Procession with music & dances,
crowning of the May Queen in the
labyrinth, races and delicious
refreshments • Ag Hall (Farmers'
Market) & Miners’ Bay Park • 1pm at Ag Hall • Free admission •
Info: Helen O'Brian, 250-539-5619 or mcheetham@shaw.ca
MAYNE ISLAND

Friday and Saturday, May 4 & 5
Ali and Ali and the Axes of Evil—
neworldtheatre presents a satirical
assault for all stripes featuring
Marcus Youssef and Camyar Chai •
GALIANO: May 4, South End Hall,
8pm; PENDER: May 5, Community
Hall, 8pm • Tickets at the door,
sliding scale $10–$20 • Info:
www.neworldtheatre.com,
604602–0007 • ON GALIANO & PENDER ISLANDS

Thurs, Fri, Sat & Sun, May 10 to 13
Alma de España Familia Flamenca—A dynamic show
including dance, two flamenco guitars, violin and bass •
GALIANO: May 10, South End Hall, $18 @ Galiano Books, Corner
Store; MAYNE: May 11, Agricultural
Hall, $18 @ Tree Frog Gallery, Wild
Fennel Food & Wine; PENDER: May
12, Community Hall, $18 @ Talisman
Books, Southridge; SALT SPRING:
May 13 (Mothers Day), Artspring, $18
@ Artspring Box Office (250-5372102) • All Shows: 7:30pm, doors
7pm, tickets at door $20 • Info:
almadeespana.com, 250-516-1210 •
ON GALIANO, MAYNE, PENDER & SALT SPRING ISLANDS

Saturday & Sunday, May 12 & 13
25th Annual Garden Tour for Victoria Conservatory of
Music—enjoy a self-guided tour of some of Victoria’s most
beautiful private gardens; plant sale and live music in selected
gardens; a perfect Mother's Day outing • 10am–5pm • Tickets:
two-day pass with tour map $25 • Info/Ticket Sales: 250-3865311, 1-866-386-5311, or www.vcm.bc.ca • IN VICTORIA

Fri, Sat, Sun, May 18, 19 & 20
Summer of the Seventeenth Doll—staged by Pender Island’s
Sostice Theatre Society, (author Ray Lawler, produced by special
arrangement with Samuel French Inc), directed by Alan White •
Pender Islands Community Hall • Fri & Sat: 7:30pm, Sun: 2pm
• Tickets: Adults $15, Students $10 @ Talisman Books & Gallery,
Casual Pender, and Southridge Store • ON PENDER ISLAND

S a t , May 19 to Sat, June 9
‘Beloved of the Sky’—in two new
series of floral portraits by Alison
Colwell, nature is the subject not the
background: in ‘Laura’s Garden’ the
paintings are naturalistic and in the
‘Fresh Seeing’ series the flowers are
more stylized • Insight Art Gallery •
Thurs-Sat, 11:30am–4:30pm (plus
Monday, May 21); Opening reception 4-7 pm, Saturday May 19,
Artist talk 2-3 pm, Sunday, May 20 • Info: 250-539-5080 or
insightart@telus.net • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Thursday, May 24
Galiano Island’s 12th Annual Bob
Dylan Birthday Party—an evening
listening, or performing, your favourite Bob
Dylan tunes; video clips of previous years’
performances; cake before midnight • South
Galiano Hall • Doors 5pm, potluck 6pm, show
8pm • Admission: donation to Galiano Affordable
Housing Society • Info: Tom Hennessy–250-5392960, musicians call Carolyn Oko–539-9806 • ON GALIANO
ISLAND

Monday to Friday, June 4 to 8
Hypnosis Intensive Training Course—learn and practice
relaxation techniques, inductions, regression, self-hypnosis and
much more, class size limited • Location pending • 9:30am–4pm
• Fee: $700 for 5-day instruction • Deborah Mabee C.H.
Instructor, 250-360-0447, www.islandhypnosis.com • ON
PENDER ISLAND

PROMOTE YOUR EVENT!
islandtides@islandtides.com
250-629-3660

Littoral: Stories from Around the Salish Sea by Trysh Ashby-Rolls
Chemainus Tug Skippers Strike
They’ve settled in Richmond, they’ve settled in Port Coquitlam,
but 29 tugboat skippers and mates are still ‘walking the line’ at
press time in Chemainus. Last week their bosses, Jones Marine
Group, say they may close up shop if their latest offer isn’t
accepted. While tugboat operators get strike pay, the 40
deckhands who work the harbour vessels get nothing. The waitand-see situation continues, the deckhands suffer as they start
their 11th week without income, but at least there’s a chink of
light at the end of the tunnel: Jones and their major shareholders
have met behind closed doors for ‘private discussions.’ What
they talked about has not yet been revealed; Jones Marine is not
speaking to the press.

Parksville, Qualicum Prepare for
Disaster
Headlines that boggle the mind: ‘Terrorists bomb BC Ferries,’
‘Tsunami reduces Ucluelet to rubble,’ ‘Point-ten magnitude
earthquake destroys Southern Gulf Islands.’ Are you prepared
should any such eventuality occur? Any one of them could.
Don’t rely on a Disaster Response Team to come to your
assistance instantly. According to Qualicum Beach emergency
coordinator, Craig Reid, individuals must be prepared to rely on
themselves for some time. May 6 to 12 is Emergency
Preparedness Week. On May 9, practise exercises will be held
with senior staff and leaders from various community groups.
The goal will be paying attention to the details. Where exactly is
that all-important key to the door? How do you switch off this
alarm? All those small details that can foul up the best laid plans.
Are you ready? The message from officer Reid is ‘get ready
before a disaster strikes’—before being the operative word. Here
are a few guidelines: 1) Leave your walking shoes under your bed
along with a flashlight; 2) Pack a Grab ‘n Go Bag containing
water, snacks, book, meds, basic first aid kit, photos and personal
papers, change of clothes, non-perishable food, whistle and map,
light emergency blanket, toothbrush and other toiletries; 3)
Make sure ahead of time that your family has discussed plans for
pets; 4) Read the instructions for Shelter In Place (in case of
biological, radiological, chemical or nuclear release you’ll be told
to stay indoors); 5) Follow the steps of the Emergency
Preparedness Guide at www.epweek.ca. On BC’s wild and wacky
coast, we never know when the next storm, wildfire, marine
disaster or flood may occur—never mind that ten-pointsomething earthquake.

Ladysmith Laments Lost Bus Stop
‘Fings ain’t wot they used to be.’ Nowhere is this illustrated better
than the Coronation Mall bus stop in Ladysmith, but this kind of
thing is happening in every community. And the most affected
are seniors, students, and the poor. The Island Express bus has
always stopped at the Coronation Mall to pick up and drop off
passengers. Not any more.
Seniors’ coordinator at the Ladysmith Resource Centre, Pat
Edge, calls the move ‘sneaky.’ There is only one spot now to catch
it—at First Avenue next to the 49th Parallel Grocery where
there’s no place to shelter from inclement weather. Not only is
Edge up-in-arms (she, by the way, also volunteers at the mall’s
RCMP community policing office), many locals are furious that
Greyhound Canada gave them such a poor heads-up for the new
plan that they actually stood waiting at the old stop in Coronation
Mall thinking the bus would be along soon. Edge has a car, but
she wonders how people who don’t will manage. And what will
they do when it’s pouring rain? ‘At least the Coronation Mall
allowed waiting passengers to shelter in MacDonald’s or the
Esquire coffee shop.’

Archeological Find in Cowichan
Valley
In 1991 a development called Timberlake Estates in the
Cowichan Valley uncovered bones hidden deep beneath the soil.
The discovery was not fortuitous for landowner and developer,
George Schmidt. Neither has it been for the original landowners,
the Cowichan Tribes. The site has turned out to be culturally
sensitive and a model of how not to do things. Enmity developed
between the First Peoples and Schmidt that must now be put
right, and ways found to move forward a development disrupted
by 15 years of turmoil. (Pay heed all ye who would build on
former middens, which abound on the west coast.)
Timberlake Estates has become a model for how-to-dobetter-after-everything’s-gone-wrong. First, get the research
done before work begins, say archeologists. Crisis management
years down the line is hardly cost-effective. The property in
question has now been identified as having two remaining places
in the six-acre property that are big enough to be either ‘house
related or related to resource processing,’ says Coast Salish
archeologist, Eric McLay. Previous unearthings dated back
4,000 years, making this area ‘the oldest known landscape of
First Nations use on Vancouver Island,’ he noted.
LITTORAL, please turn to page 7
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Solution to Island farmers’
meat processing problem?

On Monday April 23, a 53-foot trailer customized to be a mobile
abbatoir was on view at the Salt Spring Farmers Institute. ‘Gate
to Plate’ is the name that Lars Jorgenson, a former Hastings
House Chef, has called his mobile slaughtering business.
Jorgenson’s first mobile abattoir was built for bison in the
Fort St John area. Shipping such powerful animals to a distant
slaughterhouse is difficult and stressful, and results in poor
quality meat, so taking the slaughter truck to the animals made
good sense.
Changes to provincial meat processing regulations coming
into effect this September have caused anxiety for producers in
areas, like the Gulf Islands, with no accessible licensed facilities.
Jorgenson’s idea, which took several years of planning and
persistence, may be a solution. Plans are to build more mobile
abattoirs, smaller than the prototype, but providing the same
service for sheep, cattle and pigs. These vehicles would visit
approved sites at regular intervals and process up to 15 cattle or
50 sheep per day.
If you are a producer and are interested in the concept of a
mobile abattoir as solution to the processing problem, please
phone Margaret Thomson at 250-537-4669. 

General Board Meeting &
Open House
Wednesday, May 30, 2007
The Vancouver Island Health Authority Board of Directors is
holding its regular General Board meeting:
Wednesday, May 30th at 1:30 pm
Auditorium, Queen Alexandra Centre for Children’s Health
2400 Arbutus Road, Victoria, BC
In addition to conducting its regular business, there will be a
limited amount of time set-aside during the meeting for scheduled
presentations from the public and to respond to questions
submitted in advance of the meeting.
Presentation Guidelines:
A written request is required to make a presentation to the Board.
Requests should include the general nature and viewpoint of the
presentation and groups/organizations must identify one
individual as the spokesperson. Presentations will be limited to a
maximum of 10 minutes.
Questions for the Board:
Questions must be submitted in advance of the meeting to allow
for a formal response, which will be distributed in writing at the
meeting and posted to our website following the meeting.
Note: Should the number of applications exceed the time
available at the meeting it may not be possible to schedule all
presentations. You will be contacted to confirm whether or not
you have been selected to make a presentation.
Presentations will not be accepted without prior arrangement and
questions from the floor will not be addressed. There will be an
opportunity to informally ask questions following the meeting
during the Open House.
Written questions or requests for presentations to the VIHA Board
must be submitted before 4:00 pm on Tuesday, May 15, 2007
by fax to (250) 370-8750 or by email to janet.shute@viha.ca or by
mail to: Vancouver Island Health Authority, Executive Office,
1952 Bay Street, Victoria, BC V8R 1J8.
Open House Immediately Following the General Board
Meeting – Approx. 3:15 pm
Following the General Board meeting there will be a one-hour
Open House to allow for a general exchange of thoughts,
suggestions and concerns between the VIHA Board and senior
management staff and the general public.

What is a
property worth
without water?
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Air crash response exercise
rainchild of Ian Elliott, Coordinator of the Southern Gulf
Islands Emergency Program—who planned the exercise
from concept, to securing an aircraft, to inviting the many
participating groups—an air-crash response exercise took place

B

Photo: Brian Keiran

Woollcombe), arrival of off-Island participants, assessment,
debrief and clean-up took all day.
A little light relief was supplied by the victim-in-shock, a
member of Salt Spring Island’s Ground Search & Rescue team.
‘Per’ (a nickname) practically stole the show with his drunken
appearance and bad behaviour.
Multi-agency exercises such as this generate tremendous
benefit to everyone who participates and to their communities
which will reap the rewards.
Agencies participating included: RCMP, Pender Island Fire
Rescue (18 members including two participating with the
Emergency Program and one participating with ambulance), BC
Ambulance Service, Pender Island Clinic, Canadian Coast Guard
- Ganges, Canadian Coast Guard Auxiliary - #20 and #25, North
Pender Island Emergency Program Emergency Operations
Centre, North Pender Island Emergency Program, Emergency
Social Services, Salt Spring Island Ground Search & Rescue,
Harbour Air, Parks Canada Marine, and Mutual Aid from the
Southern Gulf Islands Emergency Program. 
Photo: Patrick Brown

at Medicine Beach, Pender Island, on April 21 (see also photo ,
front page).
The incident involved the fuselage of a Cessna Caravan float
plane, trucked from Campbell River, on loan from SeaLand
Aviation. The exercise included assisting ten ‘casualties’ (all
volunteers from Salt Spring), ranging from walking wounded to
severely injured, and the implementation of a full emergency
plan response. Observers and evaluators attended from the
Southern Gulf Islands and Victoria.
Preparation for the exercise took several months. The
exercise itself took two hours but set-up (including realistic and
elaborate wound simulation for victims created by Alyssa

Book Review ~ Trysh Ashby-Rolls

Ornette Coleman and the New York Jazz Field

T h e Pa s a d e n a

All the look & feel of traditional
post & beam homes without the
cost or the limitations!
Order Today...
Our new updated Dream Homes Catalogue,
featuring the entire Architectural Post & Beam collection.

Independently Distributed By:

PLW Homes Ltd.

604-885-9277
Roberts Creek, BC
www.plwhomes.com

• Ties Like a boat
• Dock or buoy
• Launch in seconds
• Solar charging
• Remote-controlled

Preserve your boat’s brilliance

hink Paris, circa 1960, the Boul Mich, Rue Saint André
des Arts—anywhere on the Left Bank. Enter either at
street level or descend into a smoky cellar where patrons
are drinking wine and listening in rapt attention to Sidney
Bechet, Thelonious Monk, Charlie ‘Bird’ Parker, Ornette
Coleman and applauding riffs—you get the picture. Chances are
that if you were at Le Blue Note or Le Chat Noir or Le Hot Club
in the ’60s, before jazz went out of style, you won’t remember
whether you saw these exact musicians or not. It’s said that if you
remember the ’60s, you weren’t really there.
One thing’s for sure, however, it wasn’t Paris that was the
centre of world-class jazz in the late ’50s and early ’60s.
‘Throughout the twentieth century, New York City was the
undisputed world capital of jazz music, the centre to which all
jazz musicians of the top rank must eventually gravitate …
because of this, acceptance in the New York jazz field has become
the ultimate test of a musician’s legitimacy. There is no better
proof of the latter statement than the career of Ornette Coleman.’
So writes David Lee, a jazz historian, who toured
internationally and recorded as a double bass player with the Bill
Smith Ensemble, worked for the jazz magazine Coda, and coauthored Stopping Time, the autobiography of jazz pianist Paul
Bley. (He’s also a former organizer of the Pender Harbour Jazz
festival on the Sunshine Coast.)
When saxophonist Ornette Coleman brought his quartet
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from California to New York’s Five Spot Café in 1959, little did he
know what a milestone he’d create in jazz history. Moreover, his
music provoked such disagreement about old and new style jazz
that, according to Lee, it has yet to die down. In his exploration
of this debate, Lee examines Coleman’s innovation in terms of its
relationship to social change and issues of power within arts
communities. Scholarly work this may be, yet Lee writes in
straightforward language that will appeal to non-academic
sensibilities. At the same time he succeeds in good storytelling
while cogently arguing his points.
Sadly, what was once the Five Spot Café became by 1980, ‘a
cluttered, abandoned storefront.’ Happily, by then author Lee
had put away his ‘fretted folk instruments’ and was seven years
into ‘studying and playing bass.’ Otherwise, he might never have
written this excellent book, a copy of which every jazz buff needs.
In fact, anyone who takes more than a passing interest in jazz
would like this book. Those who love the jazz greats and
mourned the passing of Miles Davis as the end of their youth will
love this book. And those who saw Thelonius Monk or Ornette
Coleman in action, when the phrase ‘kool cat’ meant something
particular to a particular few, will pine (temporarily) for those
good old days.
‘The Battle of the Five Spot: Ornette Coleman and the New York
Jazz Field,’ David Lee, The Mercury Press, 2006, $17.95. 
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Book Review by Gail Neumann

Cusheon Cove Remembered
usheon Cove dips into Salt Spring Island’s southern
shores adjacent to Ruckle Park. Wrapped in the arms of
the cove lie the secrets of an industrious past, of logging,
milling, and an early settlement of immigrant workers from
Europe, China and Japan.
Imagine it’s 1915 and you’re on a small island in the Strait of
Georgia with a population of just over 900. Now imagine a large
sawmill with what was then state-of-the-art machinery on an
isolated cove on the southeast side of the island. The mill
employs up to 150 workers, many of them non-resident
Norwegians, Swedes, Japanese, and Chinese.
In the 1920s Cusheon Cove was one of the largest mills north
of Victoria but the settlement operated in relative anonymity
and, after the mill closed, soon faded from memory. That is until
Chris Hatfield started researching it after he acquired the 100acre site in 1984 and began finding items discarded by the
different communities that had once lived there.
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Hatfield, a marine biologist, who ran a highly successful
environmental consulting firm for over twenty-seven years,
spent many years researching and digging up history in Cusheon
Cove. He has built a museum on-site to house his collection of
artifacts and when asked can spend hours relating stories of the
Cove’s beginnings. Contacts from as far away as England have
added documentation and photographs. He partly donated and
partly sold most of the land to BC Parks in 2006.
Now, Charles Kahn, historian and author of several textbooks
and local books (Hiking the Gulf Islands, Salt Spring: The Story
of an Island, and Mouat’s: The First Hundred Years), has
gathered the research into an informative, attractive, slim
volume full of facts and pictures.
On April 15, Charles Kahn and Chris Hatfield unveiled their
new book, Forgotten Cusheon Cove, Salt Spring Island. At an
afternoon book launch on Meyer Road, Chris Hatfield gave tours
of his museum.
Although this book is a celebration of the uncovered history
of Cusheon Cove, the thirst for more information is not easily
quenched. Hatfield hopes that when this volume is released
more photographs and information about the Cove will come to
light. Readers with information about the history of the Cove are
encouraged to call Hatfield at 653-9654. 
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Mayne Islander honoured

Why wait? Build green now!
CANADIAN WOODEN DOMES

Hitoshi (Tosh) Saito of Mayne Island was one of forty-five British
Columbians from 25 BC communities who were honoured on
April 25 at the fourth annual BC Community Achievement
Awards ceremony held at Government House in Victoria.
Lieutenant Governor Iona Campagnolo and Premier Gordon
Campbell presented each recipient with a medallion.
Since moving to Mayne Island in 1993, Tosh Saito has made
a significant contribution to the quality of life on Mayne Island.
He has actively organized and directed a wide variety of public
construction projects and, most notably, Tosh was instrumental
in the creation and development of the Island’s renowned
Japanese Commemorative Garden, where he continues to be an
active volunteer in the garden’s upkeep. 
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Bias cited in endangered species listing
A group of Canadian scientists is raising questions about how
Canada chooses which endangered species it should protect.
They say deficiencies in how cost-benefit analyses are
undertaken may be to blame for many northern mammal
species and fish being left off the legal list of endangered species.
Lead author Arne Mooers, a Simon Fraser University
biologist, says researchers are calling for a more thorough
evaluation of the benefits of saving species from extinction and
the costs of letting them go extinct.
Researchers looked at the characteristics of 30 species
rejected by the federal government from 2003 to 2006 and
compared them with 156 species that were accepted. They say
while all 12 proposed endangered birds were accepted, only one

of 11 imperiled marine fish was included.
All 26 at-risk reptiles and amphibians were given legal
protection, but 12 of 30 mammals needing help were denied
listing, including the Peary caribou, polar bear, wolverine, grizzly
bear, several populations of beluga whales and the Atlantic
harbour porpoise.
‘The decisions make it look as if Canadians value milk snakes
and dromedary jumping slugs more than they value polar bears,
beluga whales and Coho salmon. That’s hard to believe,’ says
Mooers. ‘Listings under the current law seem to discriminate
against the fuzzier, tastier endangered species. The value of every
species should be considered carefully, especially given that we
are the ones threatening their very existence.’ 

LITTORAL, from page 5
Paddle and Walk for Caregivers
A surprisingly high percentage of elder care is provided by family
members. According to the Canadian Caregivers Coalition, the
80% who do all those 101 small and big tasks for their ill or
elderly parents, spouses, other relatives and friends save the
healthcare system over $5 billion a year. Last year the Malahatto-Ladysmith area had a 6% increase in requests for caregiver
support.
On Sunday, May 27, Cowichan Family Caregivers Support
Services is hosting the 3rd annual Shawnigan Lake Walk to raise
money for their volunteer services, a team of over 40 volunteers
who deliver direct support to some 300 people in the Cowichan
Region, and indirect support to almost a thousand. Entrants can
set their own goal and walk or run 1km, 10km, or 22km around
the lake, or go for 27 km off the beaten track into the majestic
Trans Canada Trail. This year a kayaking option has been added,
which involves a 2-hour paddle around the lake.
Beverages and vegetarian food will be on hand for all
participants and there’ll be prizes for youth, and the team who
raises the most money. Plus, there’ll be a draw for various gifts
donated by local businesses. The Cowichan Family Caregivers
Support Society offers support circles, support groups, and oneon-one emotional support including counselling, information,
education and advocacy.
This event may be a good-cause alternative for folks who are
missing the Galiano Island Triathalon (run, bike, kayak) which
will not be taking place this year.

Saanich Seniors Seed
Square-Foot Garden
Every Saturday morning eight seniors with an average age of 71
gather at an allotment on the Saanich Peninsula. The six women
and two men are no longer able to maintain their own yards, or
live in small apartments without soil or greenhouse to potter
about in. Yet, they still want to get out, be active, socialize and
grow their own food. And if you think these Saturday seeders
aren’t up to speed on technique, think again. No growing
produce and flowers in rows for this lively group. Under the
expert eye of task mistress, garden coordinator Megan HarrisonEdge, these back-to-the-landers are conserving space and water
using a method called square-foot gardening. ‘Essentially you
take a four x four foot square of your garden, allowing a square
foot per person in the household. Then divide that into 4 twofoot squares, which are the planting squares. Each of those are
divided into one foot so you end up with 16 squares. Into these
plant 16 different vegetables and flowers,’ Megan explains.
To that add what Mel Bartholomew calls ‘vertical gardening,’
where vines such as cukes, beans, peas, tomatoes and squash
climb trellises for easy picking—without the picker having to
bend or kneel. ‘Vertical gardening takes up a lot less room,’ adds
Megan. ‘Plus you have less disease because things aren’t on the
ground.’ Bartholomew, a lifelong gardener with an interest in
community gardens, devised both systems after noticing that by
mid-summer the weeds would take over, the gardeners’
enthusiasm waned, and if anyone did manage to carry on, the

harvest was so great that much of it went to waste. Gardening
should be fun, he thought, not some immense task nobody
wanted.
This is the concept at the Saanich garden and ‘makes it easier
for our seniors to come out and plant, water, and weed a little
area not an entire plot.’ For more on square-foot gardening go to
www.squarefootgardening.com.
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Errington Eagle Airborne Again
While there’s still no sign of Bobby the Saker falcon, stolen from
the North Island Wildlife Recovery Centre in Errington last
month, a reward of $1,000 has been offered for the return of the
bird, or information leading to the conviction of the person
responsible for its theft. Meanwhile, the good news from the
centre is that an eagle, rescued more than 3 months ago from a
Parksville beach, is now in such grand shape he’s flown on to
better things. Mayor of Parksville, Sandy Herle, had a job
hanging on to the huge raptor during the ceremonial take-off
April 21, designed to coincide with the Brant Wildlife Festival.

Gray Whale Females on the Move
It’s that time again—no, not spring cleaning. Time for the
Eschschrictius robustus aka the Gray Whale, to swim and flip
and bounce along the west shore of Vancouver Island to cooler
waters up north. In fact, some 20,000 of these 30-ton mammals
leave their winter homes on the Baja California coast and journey
to their summer quarters in the Bering Sea. The males generally
leave earlier than the females, in February; the females and
calves come through during April and early May. In the early
1900s these magnificent animals were almost hunted to
extinction, but since hunting them was banned in 1947 their
numbers have been increasing.
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Petroglyphs and Pictographs
Petroglyph Park, Nanaimo, lives up to its reputation. It has the
most concentrated and easily accessible collection of carvings
around Vancouver Island. Petroglyphs, or stone carvings, are a
very early form of artwork carried out by the aboriginal peoples
of the region, possibly as long ago as 12,000 years. It is amazing
that any of them still exist, given the harsh winds, rain, tides and
vegetation this fascinating art has endured over the centuries.
The carvings were carried out by ‘pecking and abrading selected
rock surfaces with stone tools,’ according to archeological
researchers. The locations were always carefully chosen for their
mystical magical qualities—and always marked by some unusual
feature, generally to do with water, ancient trading routes or old
village sites. Pictographs were painted with pigment made from
ground ochre and semi-precious rocks, applied with brushes,
sticks or fingers.
Quadra Island at Cape Mudge, Gabriola Island and Sproat
Lake Provincial Park west of Port Alberni also boast magnificent
displays of this ancient form of storytelling, journaling and other
recording of a people without written language. In some places,
such as at The Gabriola Museum, where concrete replicas depict
the mythical creatures of the original stone carvings, visitors can
take rubbings. All rock sites are protected by law as part of BC’s
cultural heritage. 
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Infection prevention needs work
In a report released March 22, Acting Auditor General Arn van
Iersel reported that the BC Ministry of Health needs to provide a
comprehensive framework for infection prevention, surveillance
and control across the continuum of care. Further, health
authorities need an integrated plan and the necessary resources
to meet best practice standards. Surveillance of infections (with
the exception of Public Health) is also weak.
The report, titled Infection Control: Essential for a Healthy
British Columbia, The Provincial Overview, assesses the
effectiveness of the systems in place throughout the province. In
addition to the provincial overview, there are individual reports
on each health authority.
According to van Iersel, ‘We decided to undertake this audit
because events in other provinces and around the world
highlight the impact that infections have on both health system
costs and on individuals and their families.’ In Canada, it is
estimated that one in nine patients admitted to hospital will
develop an infection.
Van Iersel notes that surveillance and costing of hospital-

acquired infections is weak, although efforts are being made to
improve it. He cites the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority as
having better data available than the others and for providing
some cost data. For example, in 2004 Vancouver Coastal
estimated that caring for patients with methicillin resistant
staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) cost the authority approximately
$4.7 million.
The report makes a number of recommendations focusing on
better staffing of infection control programs, more education for
staff, and improved monitoring and reporting. As well, van Iersel
notes ‘the boards of the authorities need to ensure that the
Medical Advisory Committees are fulfilling their mandates.’
Van Iersel states that there is much to do to improve infection
prevention, surveillance and control in the province but is
encouraged that the Ministry of Health and health authorities
are taking steps to do so. Some of what needs to be done is as
simple as ensuring staff wash their hands before and after each
patient encounter. 

Earth scientist wins top national honour
The Geological Association of Canada has awarded Simon Fraser
University earth sciences professor John Clague the 2007 Logan
Medal for ‘sustained, distinguished achievement in Canadian
earth science.’
A Canada Research Chair in Natural Hazards, Clague is
internationally renowned for his geoscience research,
particularly with regard to earthquakes, tsunamis, landslides
and floods. Clague’s correlation of earthquake and tsunami
events on the west coast has helped prove that magnitude 6 to 7
earthquakes have affected southern Vancouver Island roughly

once every 100 years.
The Logan Medal, Canada’s most prestigious geoscience
award, also honours Clague’s innovative communication of
complex science to the media and public. Clague has
revolutionized the presentation of geoscience with lucid, jargonfree text and visually appealing graphics.
Clague has also been recognized with a Fellowship in the
Royal Society of Canada, the Geological Association of Canada’s
Neale Medal, and the Geological Society of America’s E.B.
Burwell Award. 

AUTOPILOT II from page 2
reach $2 billion within a few years; BCFS is specifically excluded
from accountability through the provincial auditor, the Freedom of
Information Act, and the Ombudsman, and claims ‘commercial
confidentiality’ for its supplier and shipbuilding contracts.

‘User Pay’ Comparison
The Islands Trust has pointed out that BC Ferries is already 84%
‘user pay’. It contrasts this with Translink, at 47.1% ‘user pay,’
and BC Transit, at 37.2% ‘user pay.’ And the Ministry of
Transportation, which together with the Transportation
Financing Authority builds highways and is financed by fuel
taxes, is only 70% ‘user pay.’ (The ferries, of course, are the
highways to the Islands.)
Without those financial calculations that the Commissioner
has been unable to provide, we cannot calculate the ‘user pay’
percentage which would result from another four years with no
increases in the ‘Service Fee.’ But it seems certain that ‘user pay’
would have been virtually achieved—by stealth.

Complain, Loudly, Now
The effects of these fare increases are without doubt negative for
the Islands, particularly those served by ‘minor’ routes. They hit
particularly hard at those who live and work here. They reduce
recreational property values. They discourage visitors.
The Commissioner has pointed out, disingenuously, that fare
increases over the past few years have resulted in no significant
decrease in ridership and little public protest.
But firstly, in a period when both the population and the
economy of the province are booming, there has been no
significant ridership increase either. And secondly, in the entire
elaborate Coastal Ferries Act fare review structure, there is no
provision for public or passenger input, let alone protest.
Nearly three quarters of a million British Columbians must
take a ferry to get to Vancouver. The government’s ‘user-pay’
policy holds them all to ransom. They should complain, loudly.
The government should listen.
Here are the people to write to and send copies to:
• Premier Gordon Campbell (LIB): premier@gov.bc.ca
•Transportation Minister Kevin Falcon (LIB):
Minister.Transportation@gov.bc.ca
• Ferry Commissioner:
martin.crilly@bcferrycommission.com
• Leader of the NDP Opposition and MLA for
Victoria-Beacon Hill: carole.james.mla@leg.bc.ca
• NDP Opposition ferry critic and MLA for North Coast:
gary.coons.mla@leg.bc.ca
MLAs for ferry-dependent ridings:
• Alberni-Qualicum (NDP): scott.fraser.mla@leg.bc.ca
• Comox Valley (LIB): stan.hagen.mla@leg.bc.ca
• Cowichan-Ladysmith (NDP):
douglas.routley.mla@leg.bc.ca
• Esquimalt-Metchosin (NDP):
maurine.karagianis.mla@leg.bc.ca
• Malahat-Juan de Fuca (NDP): john.horgan.mla@leg.bc.ca
• North Island (NDP): claire.trevena.mla@leg.bc.ca
• Oak Bay-Gordon Head (LIB): ida.chong.mla@leg.bc.ca
• Powell River-Sunshine Coast (NDP):
nicholas.simons.mla@leg.bc.ca
• Saanich North & the Islands (LIB):
murray.coell.mla@leg.bc.ca
• Saanich South (NDP): david.cubberley.mla@leg.bc.ca
• Victoria-Hillside (NDP): rob.fleming.mla@leg.bc.ca 
HURDLES from page 1
Carleen Pickard, BC spokesperson for the Council of Canadians,
‘but amazingly the BC and Alberta governments are putting up
new barriers against such action by requiring that impacts on
trade and investment be given consideration over climate
change.’
Read Sierra Legal’s analysis of TILMA at
www.sierralegal.org/reports/tilma. 
SATURNA from page 3
same radio frequency. He expressed gratitude to Parks for
conducting the wildfire-fighting course to be held in June—very
valuable for the Island.
The fire truck and drop tank will be left at Fire Hall #2 at East
Point Park until we get our new fire hall sorted out.
The meeting concluded with a Parks Canada presentation
about Garry Oak ecosystems, highlighting the butterfly
component. Butterflies are labelled in ecosystem parlance as
‘charismatic micro fauna’ in the Garry Oak ecosystem. Conan
Webb, ecosystem scientist, explained to the group that in this
instance the Garry Oak butterflies are the polar bears of this
ecosystem. Sort of ‘beauty queen’ icons to help us remember
that the whole web is interrelated, delicate beyond our knowing,
and somewhere in the lattice holds our own destiny as well. 
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Women, Citizenship, and the End of
Poverty ~ Hilkka Pietilä
ne day in the early 1990s a friend of
mine—a long-term servant of the
United Nations—bluntly remarked, ‘It
is better, Hilkka, that you keep quiet about the
Nordic welfare society. It is such a luxury of the
rich, the poor countries cannot even dream
about it.’
This remark annoyed me immensely.
Intuitively I felt that it was not true, but I did not
have a good answer. So I began to study the
history of emerging wealth in Finland and the
other Nordic countries. These countries are
located far to the north in a harsh climate where
nature does not permit more than one harvest a
year. Furthermore, the Nordic countries never
had colonies, from which most of the world’s
other rich countries have extracted wealth for
centuries. Yet, according to the United Nations,
the Nordics are among the world’s wealthiest
and most equal and democratic countries.
Finland has gone from being a poor country
early in the 20th century to ranking tenth in the
world in life expectancy, education, and
income.
The common belief is that a country must
first become rich, and then it can provide
welfare for its people. The history of the Nordic
societies tells a different story; here, wealth has
been built by building welfare for people.
This success was built on a notion of welfare
entirely different from welfare as understood in
the United States. In the US ‘being on welfare’ is
humiliating, and welfare benefits often depend
on the recipient’s relationship to something or
someone else. What is radically different about
the Finnish system is that here welfare benefits
and services are rights that everyone living
permanently in the country is individually
entitled to. Finnish people have economic,
social, and political citizenship.
For women, it has proved particularly
important that social benefits and services
belong to everyone without distinction as to sex,
marital status, employment, race, or
nationality. Thus Finnish women are entitled to
enjoy their social entitlements whether or not
they are married or employed.
This social welfare system is based on a long
heritage of democracy, social justice, and
equality, and a sense of collective responsibility
for the well-being of the people. The workers’
movement has been strong in the Nordic
countries since the beginning of the 20th
century. But ever since 1906, when Finland
became the first country in the world to grant
women the vote and full political rights, the
most important force in building the welfare
system has been Finnish women.
In 1899, when the majority of Finns were
living in poverty, a group of women established
the Martha Organization to advance the
country’s economic and cultural life. The
strategy was to mobilize educated women—
often teachers and home economists—who
volunteered to visit women in their rural homes
and teach them about childcare, cooking,
housekeeping, handicrafts, raising animals,
growing vegetables and fruits, using berries,
mushrooms, and wildlife from the forests, and
fish from the thousands of lakes.
The movement helped women earn their
own income; otherwise, the husband often held
the family finances totally in his hands. As the
skills, knowledge, and income of rural women
grew, their status, self-confidence, and respect
rose.
This ‘Martha method’ improved the health
and well-being of children and families, and
helped to build the early foundations for the
welfare society. The results showed, for
instance, in rapidly declining birth rates and
infant mortality and rapidly rising life
expectancy.
But the change wasn’t only social and
economic. Before and after the constitutional
reform in 1906, the Martha movement played a
vital role in training women to use their political
rights. The result was that in Finland’s first
modern parliamentary elections in 1907, 19
women were elected to the 200-member
parliament. Many of these women supported
efforts to improve women’s social conditions.
The Martha movement persists today.
Membership peaked in the 1960s with almost
100,000 women as active members, falling to
55,000 in 1997. In recent decades the Marthas
have also shared their skills and experiences
with their sisters in Kenya, Zambia, Zimbabwe,
and most recently in Burkina Faso.
The social progress in Finland in the early
1900s proves that empowering women and
strengthening their competence to help
themselves is the way to eradicate poverty. It is
social policy from below, building self-reliant
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and sustainable well-being for the whole
nation.
This progress paved the way for the creation
of the welfare system after World War II.
Finland was not a wealthy country in the 1940s
and 1950s. It had just survived two devastating
wars from 1939-1944, first fighting against the
Soviet Union and then fighting to drive the
Germans from the country. It lost about 15% of
its territory, and the whole of northern Finland
was burned down by the Germans.
Almost half-a-million people moved from
the lost territory and were resettled in the rest of
the country (about 13% of the 3.6 million
population). Enormous reconstruction of the
country was necessary, and Finland was
obliged to pay heavy war indemnities to the
Soviet Union. But because Finland wished to
stay out of the Cold War, it refused offers of aid
under the Marshall Plan.
Despite its poverty, Finland began to create
one of the world’s most generous social welfare
systems. The aim was to build the economy
while eradicating poverty. The aims supported
each other: the growing well-being of people
provided a healthy and well-trained labour
force, and the economic growth was
redistributed to people as social benefits.
As Finland’s economy grew, the welfare
system grew, so that today, everyone is entitled
to a minimum salary or unemployment benefit,
child-support allowances for all children, paid
parental leave for 44 weeks, pensions, free
education up to university level, free school
meals to all pupils in public comprehensive
schools, highly subsidized public health
services, day care services for all children under
school age, and subsidized care for the aged.
The government also provides good public
transport, free universities in 10 cities around
the country, high-quality public primary and
secondary schools and vocational training, a
comprehensive adult education system,
excellent public libraries all over the country,
and highly subsidized theatre, music, and arts
in all cities. The welfare system here is a lifelong
social insurance, a guarantee that whatever
may happen, children will not lose access to
education, people will not be left at the mercy of
relatives or charity organizations, no one will be
abandoned in case of illnesses, accidents,
unemployment, or bankruptcy, and everyone
will have old-age income and care no matter
what. Open poverty and misery are almost nonexistent.
The public welfare services create a huge
public sector that employs hundreds of
thousands of people in caring for, educating,
serving, and transporting other people. People
who work in the social sector have meaningful
jobs and spend their incomes on housing,
clothing, food, services, and so on. This money
keeps rotating, creating other jobs, demand,
and consumption, and thus supports the
economy.
These benefits go to all, yet in practice they—
along with easy access to reproductive health
services—are most important for women, who
are able to enjoy their social, economic, and
political rights equally in all walks of life. The
welfare system has the effect of ‘making visible
the female world,’ says researcher Anneli
Anttonen.
Finland has financed its welfare system
mainly through highly progressive taxation on
salaries and wages. Taxes can be as high as 5060% of salaries and wages for those who earn
the most. In addition, Finland put in place a
strong financial regulatory system. The
government has regulated transactions to
adjust the terms of international trade and
provide legal protection to Finnish industry and
agriculture.
As the result of decades of systematic
policies and work for welfare and equality,
Finland is one of the wealthiest countries in the
world—and, at the same time, has a highly
equal distribution of wealth. Income disparities
have in the last 25 years declined not only
between people but also between regions.
Finland is the most equal society in the world,
with regard to both class and gender, according
to UN statistics.
I am a product of Finnish welfare society. I
was born in an ordinary country village, and
without the free school system and other social
services I wouldn’t have been able to attend
university far away from home. I received a
low-interest loan for living expenses during my
student years and also to buy my first
apartment. Using good public transportation
services all my life, I have avoided the need to
own a car. And now that I am aging, I enjoy the
END OF POVERTY, please turn to page 11
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Staff change for Salt Spring OCP review
The Islands Trust has announced a staffing
change that will affect the ongoing review of
Salt Spring Island’s Official Community Plan
(OCP). Leadership of the staff team engaged in
the review process will now be undertaken by
Cathy McNamara, a professional planner who
previously worked in the Islands Trust’s Salt
Spring office. She now works as a contract
planner, both through her own consulting
company and part-time with Lanarc
Consultants Ltd of Nanaimo. McNamara will
take over as lead planner for the review,
following the departure last week of Salt Spring
regional planning manager John Gauld.
‘The review of the Salt Spring Island Official
Community Plan is an important project for us
and there has been a huge amount of valuable
volunteer time invested to date,’ said Linda
Adams, Chief Administrative Officer of the
Islands Trust. ‘We want to be sure the process
continues as seamlessly as possible and I am
pleased that we were able to contract with
Cathy on such short notice. Fortunately, she is
very familiar with planning on Salt Spring, with

SHORELINE
DESIGN

www.shorelinedesign.ca

specializing in
water access
over steep
& rugged
terrain

250-629-8386

our other planners and with the community, so
I believe this will be a good fit. Cathy has
experience in other OCP processes in small BC
communities with a strong focus on
sustainability, including Metchosin and Tofino.
‘She will be working with another planning
consultant, Braden Smith, along with our own
staff to ensure successful continuation of the
OCP review process. Braden is a professional
planner with both training and experience in
rural planning and particular expertise in
housing issues. Cathy and Braden will both be
in our office this week to discuss the transition
with staff and trustees, and ensure that
upcoming OCP events carry on as planned.’
Adams concluded, ‘I am confident that the
staff team will work hard with Cathy and
Braden to make the review process successful.
The planners in our Salt Spring office are very
capable, and they will also become increasingly
involved in the review as it moves through the
next stages. I know they will cooperate to make
this a very successful community planning
process.’ 

SPONSOR A "PAYPHONE LADY"
• Empower women in East Africa
to start their own micro-businesses
selling cell phone airtime to
the public.
• Your donation of C$97.72 sponsors
a woman with a mobile phone, a
Visit
sim card, airtime, promotional
www.globaltext.ca
materials and training on how to
run her phone business.
Tel: 1-250-592-5376
Toll Free: 1-866-592-3627 • Tax receipt available upon request.

WEATHERED WOOD?
BRING IT BACK TO LIFE!

JEWELTREE WOOD CARE
PROFESSIONAL, ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY FINISH
AND RESTORATION FOR ALL YOUR WOOD;
SIDING, ROOFS, LOGS & TIMBER FRAMES, DECKS,
FENCES, WINDOWS, DOORS, ETC…

Peter Christenson
fully insured
excellent references

KEEP YOUR INVESTMENT BEAUTIFUL
250-210-1178

WWW.JEWELTREEWOODCARE.COM

LAND AND WATER ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that R. Glenn
McDonald
and
Shelley
McDonald of Surrey, British
Columbia, intend to make
application to Integrated Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for a
Residential/Private Moorage
situated on Provincial Crown
Land located in the vicinity of
Campbell Bay, Mayne Island,
British Columbia, Lot 34,
Section 10, Plan 15027,
Cowichan District.

Take notice that Angela
Johanna Rawlins of Galiano
Island B.C. intends to make
application to Integrated Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for
a
10-year
license
for
Residential-Private Moorage
situated on Provincial Crown
Land located in the vicinity of
Payne Bay (Philimore Point),
Galiano Island, B.C.

Take notice that Michael
Philpot of North Pender
Island B.C. intends to make
application to Integrated Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for
10-year
license
for
a
Residential-Private Moorage
situated on Provincial Crown
Land located in the vicinity of
Peter Cove, North Pender
Island, B.C.

The Land File Number that
has been established for this
application is 1413897. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed
to the Section Head, Integrated
Land Management Bureau at
142-2080
Labieux
Road,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until May 22, 2007. ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website at
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/cla
d/index.html under Tenure
Overview
Program
for
more
Information
information.

The Land File Number that
has been established for this
application is #1413902. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed to
the Section Head, Integrated
Land Management Bureau at
142-2080
Labieux
Road,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until May 18, 2007. ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website at
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/clad
/land_prog_services/programs.
html
under
the
link:
Applications & Reason for
Decision database for more
information.

Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at Integrated Land
Management Bureau’s regional
office.

Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at Integrated Land
Management Bureau’s regional
office.

The Land File Number that
has been established for this
application is #1413903. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed to
the Section Head, Integrated
Land Management Bureau at
142-2080
Labieux
Road,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until May 25, 2007. ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website at
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/clad
/land_prog_services/programs.
html
under
the
link:
Applications & Reason for
Decision database for more
information.
Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at Integrated Land
Management Bureau’s regional
office.
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Islands Trust seeks public input on
governance options

Discover investments
you can live with.
4.00%
90 DAY

CONVERTIBLE
TERM DEPOSIT*

A premium rate and
convertible any time.

4.00%
1 YEAR

CASHABLE
TERM DEPOSIT*

A great rate and the freedom
to cash after 90 days.

4.00%
3 YEAR

CONVERTIBLE
TERM DEPOSIT*

An outstanding rate
plus total flexibility.

Don’t lose sleep over whether to choose security* or flexibility for your
investments. Right now at Island Savings, you can get both with your
choice of three great term deposits†.
And when you invest with Island Savings, you’ll have the satisfaction of
knowing your money is working right here on the islands, making this
a better place – something else that’s easy to live with. So don’t miss
these great limited-time term deposits – come in and see why we say,
it’s good to be here.

*Each ‘Separate Deposit’ as defined by Regulations is guaranteed up to $100,000 by the Credit Union Insurance Corporation.
Interest rates subject to change without notice. †All term deposits shown here are RRSP-eligible.

BRENTWOOD 544-4041

CEDAR 722-7073

DUNCAN 746-4171

LADYSMITH 245-0456

MILL BAY 743-5534

CHEMAINUS 246-3273

DOUGLAS & BROUGHTON 385-4728

LAKE COWICHAN 749-6631

SALT SPRING 537-5587

SHAWNIGAN 743-5395

WOODGROVE CENTRE 390-7070

www.ISCU.com

MAYFAIR MALL 385-4476
WEST SHORE 474-7262

The Islands Trust has released a report by
Neilson-Welch Consulting that identifies
options for changing political representation in
the Islands Trust Area. It is now seeking input
from those who live and/or own property in the
Islands Trust Area.
The report identifies options for the size of
Local Trust Committees; the structure of the
Islands Trust Council; and coordination
between the Islands Trust and regional
districts, focusing on coordination with the
Capital Regional District at this point. The
Ministry of Community Services and the
Capital Regional District shared in the costs of
the third party study.
‘Islanders have been telling us that there is a
need for change so that the Islands Trust can
meet new challenges and can better represent
the issues and concerns of Island communities,’
said Kim Benson, Chair of the Islands Trust
Council. ‘A number of governance issues are of
particular concern to Salt Spring Island and
some of the larger Island communities.
‘In response to what we’ve been hearing,
Trust Council formed a Governance Task Force
to review the political structure necessary to
sustain the Islands Trust Area well into the
future. Political representation was the first
priority identified by the task force, which
includes 13 of the 26 Islands Trust Area’s
elected trustees,’ Benson said.
‘If there are to be any changes to political
structure, the Minister would need to present
them to the provincial legislature in the spring
of 2008, so that they could be in place in time
LETTERS from page 4
Greens not to run candidates against Briony
Penn (to warm applause) and pointed out that
he wrote the Green climate change platform
hoping for it to be ‘stolen’ by the Liberals and
NDP.
I’m sure he would hope that many of the
sitting NDP MPs would be re-elected, as most
are great, and also that many Liberals will win.
And it feels like the whole country is excited
about the prospect of electing the wonderful
Elizabeth May as our first Green MP!
As Elizabeth May has pointed out, the
ecological crisis we face calls us to take bold
action. ‘Crisis’ means ‘danger plus opportunity’.
In the face of the threat the Conservatives pose
to the earth, and of the threat to Canada’s
existence as an independent nation, let’s be
thankful for the good work which has been
done by people in the different parties, but let's
rise above partisanship to elect candidates like
Briony, who can be trusted to make a
difference!
Jan Slakov, Salt Spring Island

New Blend of Red & Green
Dear Editor:
I am writing in response to Green Party
activist, Hendrik De Pagter’s letter: ‘The Sad
Case of Briony Penn’ in the April 19, 2007
edition of Island Tides.
I wonder what it was that prompted
Hendrick to discredit Briony Penn’s noble and
courageous decision to run for the Liberals in
the next federal election?
Hendrick’s choice of green: ‘Bile Green,’
‘Bitter Green,’ and ‘Tainted Green’ discredits
not only the Liberal Party but the Green Party
as well.
Maybe he overlooked some of the new and
exciting green tints now available from the
Green Party paint box. Why not try using a little
‘Rainforest Green’, ‘Tree Frog Green’ or even
that new blend of Red and Green—‘Rufous
Hummingbird Green.’
Nina Raginsky, Salt Spring Island

Power Generation on
Lasqueti
Dear Editor:
Several years ago I recall watching a video on
cable TV regarding power generation systems
on Lasqueti Island. I was wondering if any of
you would know how/where to purchase this
video. I have tried to find it on the net but in

for the next election. Any changes that would
alter the number of trustees on a local trust
committee or at Trust Council would require
significant legislative amendments by the
province to the Islands Trust Act,’ Benson
added.
Eleven scheduled meetings are now
underway throughout the Islands to hear the
views of Islanders and non-resident property
owners. Information on the review and some of
the options for change will be presented at the
meetings by Trust Council Chair Kim Benson
and Chief Administrative Officer Linda Adams,
followed by a question and answer period and
an opportunity for people to provide
comments.
‘We want to emphasize that the Islands
Trust Council does not consider the report the
final word on governance,’ said Benson. ‘The
purpose of the report and of our public
consultation meetings is to encourage thinking,
discussion and input, not to preempt or limit
anyone’s ideas. We want to hear the ideas of
those who live and/or own property in the
Islands Trust Area.’ The deadline for input is
May 21.
In June, after considering public input,
Trust Council will decide if it wishes to
recommend amendments to the Act.
The meetings schedule can be viewed and
the governance study can read or downloaded
by going to the Islands Trust web site:
www.islandstrust.bc.ca. Reference copies of the
report will also be available at public libraries in
the Islands Trust Area. 

vain. My wife and I have recently moved to
Qualicum Beach and I am interested in running
water-power generation. Thanks for your help
(Jc46@telus.net).
John Charley, Qualicum Beach

The Case of John Graham
Dear Editor:
Canada’s former Solicitor General, Warren
Allmand, has acknowledged that he allowed
Leonard Peltier to be extradited from Canada
based on false evidence provided by the FBI.
We need to work hard now, so that a similar
injustice will not occur, this time to another
former AIM (American Indian Movement)
member, John Graham.
The FBI has clearly not been trustworthy in
its handling of the AIM and the situation at the
Pine Ridge reservation in South Dakota, which
resulted in the killings of two FBI agents and a
native activist, and the framing of Peltier, the
killing of Anna Mae Aquash and a legacy of
justice abused and denied.
Now the FBI wants Canada to extradite
John Graham so that he can be tried for killing
Aquash (a Canadian) in the US.
Graham and his lawyer, Terry Laliberté,
would welcome a trial in Canada, where they
believe the truth would likely come out.
Laliberté has stated that, ‘in Canada, I’d drive a
truck through the holes in this case.’
Rex Weyler, a Pulitzer prize nominee and
key organizer of Vancouver's World Peace
Forum, reminds us that ‘there exists
considerable evidence that the FBI itself was
complicit in the death of Anna Mae Aquash,
that they falsified an autopsy, claimed not to
recognize her, and buried her in a nameless
pauper’s grave after severing her hands. There
is evidence to show that Ms Aquash had been
arrested many times by the FBI and specifically
threatened with death by FBI agent David Price
and others.
Laliberté urges citizens to attend Graham’s
upcoming extradition hearing (May 17 at the
Vancouver court house on Robson) and to
contact their MPs, Justice minister Rob
Nicholson, and the opposition critics to help
obtain justice for John Graham. For more
information, visit the Graham Defence
Committee
website
at:
www.grahamdefense.org.
Jan Slakov, Salt Spring Island 
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AUTOMOTIVE

FOR RENT

GSA Auto Rentals
Monthly Rentals
from $525
Mention this ad &
get 10% off first
month’s rental.

Rent or Lease
Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Trucks
We will pick you up
from Ferries & Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788
GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

ISLAND EXPLORER
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230
Southern Gulf
House & Cottage Rentals
PENDER ISLAND LONG TERM:
Oceanfront, 2 bedrooms + finished
loft; 2 bathrooms; fireplace insert.
Live in your vacation home all
year!–$1200 • Spectacular views
from almost every window are
yours in this spacious 2+ bedroom
home, the large lower area might be
used as a studio/ office/ family
room–$1200.
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL
TRANSMISSION SERVICE
Road test by qualified
technician
Cleanand inspect
transmission pan
40-point driveline
safety check

only

.95
39
for cars

$

* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

ADVERTISE!
250-629-3660

Boxed ads
starting at $30
www.islandtides.com

OdorBeGone septic vent air cleaner.
Removes sewer gas coming from
vent stack. Canadian company.
Follows all codes. $79 includes
taxes. 250-373-2272, 539-2550,
http://www.odorbegone.ca
Turkish carpets and kilims for sale
on Galiano Island: Various colours,
sizes and prices. All are traditional
designs; hand-made with natural
fibres and dyes. Gary and Barbara
Moore, 250-539-2127

MARINE
ISLAND
MARINE

MOVED
HOMES
• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-877-652-0599
Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

www.flynn.ca

Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile
Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

ACCOMODATION
Shared accommodation available
on Saturna Island waterfront
location with ensuite bathroom.
Woodstove, washer/dryer & storage.
Vegetarian preferred, weekenders
considered. Call 250-539-2617 or
email sgadbois@mail.com

WANTED TO RENT
Professional couple seeks quiet
year-long rental on Salt Spring,
Mayne, Galiano, Quadra or Cortes
Island starting May/June. We have a
well-behaved dog, definitely not
the hell-hound variety! Tel: 250-3707736, oakgreen@telus.net

WORK WANTED
Professional Caretaker: gardening/
landscaping, carpentry, hand tools
specialist, carbon-free, organic, Lee
Valley concepts. Telephone: 604904-9816

Docside Charters

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for
Sundecks, Garage Decks
and Roofdecks.
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

250-217-4488
REAL ESTATE
Get on to

GALIANO!

250-537-2990 or
1-800-804-6288

CERTIFIED
SEPTIC SYSTEMS

$300,000 obo

Type I & II Systems
VIHA Approved
Serving the Nanaimo
area, Gabriola Island &
All Gulf Islands

250-539-9806

250-758-5169

Freedom of information decision overturned
Sierra Legal has won an important battle in its four-year fight to
ensure that the Ministry of Environment does not cover up the
identities—and emissions—of the province’s worst polluters.
The Office of BC’s Information and Privacy Commissioner has
ruled that the Ministry’s levying of a $172,947.50 fee in exchange
for information on BC’s worst polluters is unreasonable. The
Commissioner’s office also overturned the Ministry’s denial of
Sierra Legal’s request for a public interest fee waiver.
The Commissioner’s Office notes that the Ministry did not
even examine the requested records before refusing to waive the
fee. After the BC Liberals assumed power in 2001, they cancelled
the longstanding practice of publishing environmental ‘noncompliance’ lists. In its April 10 ruling, the Commissioner’s
Office ordered the Ministry to recalculate the fee and to reEND OF POVERTY from page 9
benefits of public health services. The welfare society has
allowed me to choose my work and way of life freely.

Encountering globalization
Despite its successes, this welfare and service society is now
under threat. At the beginning of 1995, Finland became a
member of the European Union. In order to qualify for
membership, the government introduced austerity measures. In
the late 1980s capital transactions were liberalized. Private
companies gained new leverage, and Finland increasingly had to
open its economy to international competition. The recession
and the requirements of the European Economic and Monetary
Union have served as excuses for further austerity measures and
gradual dismantling of the welfare state.
Power has been internationally centralized within the EU
and increasingly is transferred to undemocratic commercial
structures. The power balance between corporate employers
and trade unions has also shifted. The corporations derive
strength from their international capital base and expansion of
their operations, which make workers more vulnerable to
threats that their jobs will leave the country. Trade unions can
retain only defensive positions. The earlier arrangements are
eroding.
Women especially have seen this shift as a backlash against
equality and democratization. The cuts have hit women
especially hard, both because women and children especially use
the social services and because many of the public service jobs
are held by women. Austerity measures continue, even though
the economy has until lately been growing at record rates. It
would seem that Finland has become so rich that it can no longer
afford the welfare society, even though we could afford to build

Pure
Mountain
Spring Water

SCRAP CAR
REMOVAL
Gulf Islands
Victoria • Sooke
Sidney • Duncan

consider the fee waiver request ‘on a demonstrably proper and
reasonable basis’ within 30 days.
‘We have fought for years simply for the right to know which
companies are breaking laws that protect public health and the
environment,’ said Sierra Legal lawyer Randy Christensen. ‘It
has been clear from day one that the BC Government will
disregard public access and environmental laws to protect
polluters.’
The ruling came a week before the government announced
planned amendments to the Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act. Critics say that the draft legislation
ignores the main recommendations of the all-party Special
Committee of 2004 to ‘lift the lid’ on unnecessary government
secrecy. 

it when we were poor.
However, the welfare system is deeply rooted in Finnish
society, and the people strongly defend it. Strong support for
retaining and even improving the welfare society shows up
regularly in public opinion polls, election campaigns, and
protests against austerity measures.
When plans were announced to close branches of the public
library in some Helsinki suburbs, for example, a strong local
uprising succeeded in keeping the libraries open. In many
places, people have been fighting for years to retain their
schools, when the government has wanted to close the small
schools and collect all children into massive centralized
institutions.
After decades of developing a well-functioning welfare
society, there is a deeply rooted sense in Finland that
communities can create well-being for their members. And since
we know this is possible, we believe that people have a right to it.
It may be that this insight will help us fight off the neo-liberal
agenda and push the welfare society to a more mature stage
instead of dismantling it.
Hilkka Pietilä is a scholar associated with the University of
Helsinki. She has published widely on development issues,
peace, and international cooperation. She is the author, with
Jeanne Vickers, of ‘Making Women Matter: The Role of the
United Nations,’ Zed Books, 1996.
This article first appeared in the Winter 2003 edition of ‘Yes!’
magazine. ‘Yes!’ is published by the Positive Futures Network, PO
Box 10818, Bainbridge Island, WA 98110-0818, USA Phone:
206/842-0216, online edition www.yesmagazine.org. 

Come on in!
604.885.0646
alumitubs@telus.net

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252 or
250-478-6937

1-250-744-6842

HELP WANTED

Servicing the Gulf Islands

Parkland setting with view.
Share 3.1 acres with
current owner. Ideal location,
includes house.

Call

HOME DELIVERY

FREE

WATER TAXI
Serving All The
Southern
Gulf Islands

1-866-606-2237

250-537-4830

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

Wood-Fired
Hot Tubs

40+ buildings
available
www.nickelbros.com

G.I. Spring Water Express

Ph: 250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

*

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)

Writers’ Circle Workshops:
HOME Pender
& PROPERTY
SERVICES

FOR SALE

MEETINGS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of
School Trustees will be held at Mayne
Island School on Wednesday, May 9
commencing at 1pm. To view agenda
for this meeting, please refer to
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.ht
ml. Public Welcome!
Pender Writers’ Circle Workshops:
Marketing Your Writing/Other
Creations. Details: 629-2085 or
email: tashbyrolls@cablelan.net.

Caretaker required. Galiano Island,
galiano.gulfislands.com/cliffhouse.
Long-term position available. We
are looking for a mature,
responsible, reliable couple with
B&B experience to manage the
Cliffhouse Cottages. References
required. Call Teresa LaMontagna
604-253-1450 or treel@telus.net
Attention: Mature & Motivated
Individuals needed. Learn to
operate a mini office outlet from
home. Free on-line training. Earn an
income you deserve. www.fit-foryou.org

Get your group on the
‘black gold’ trail
What does composting have to do with climate change?
Composting your food and yard waste means that: fewer trucks
go to the landfill and therefore less carbon dioxide is released in
exhaust; less methane is released from the landfill; and finished
compost (‘black gold’) can replace synthetic fertilizers and
prevent the greenhouse gases associated with their production
and transportation. For these reasons and more, composting is
one practical way to do something in your backyard about
climate change.
During 2007, the Greater Victoria Compost Education Centre
is inviting community groups to join its ‘Compost for our Climate
and Community’ program. For $35, plus the cost of subsidized
composting supplies, program involvement includes a
composting and climate change workshop in Victoria, access to
subsidized composting supplies (while supplies last, some
restrictions apply), and materials for joining the ‘Black Gold
Rush Challenge’ to measure how your composting is having an
impact on climate change.
Participants will be selected through an application process.
To be eligible, you must be a registered charity, a non-profit, a
cooperative, community centre, or community group (such as: a
church group, boys and girls club, or neighbourhood
association). Your community group must be located within the
Capital Regional District, have been in existence for at least one
year, have a minimum of five members, and demonstrate a
dedication to continue composting over the long-term.
Contact the Greater Victoria Compost Education Centre at
386-WORM or info@compost.bc.ca to apply. 

Howe Sound Queen in refit

The Howe Sound Queen is not in her usual spot on the
Vesuvius–Crofton ferry route. In for refit, work being
undertaken is: safety inspections and regulatory upgrades;
maintenance of paint and coatings; service to propellers, steering
gear, main engines and electrical components; improvements to
firefighting system; installation of CO2 fire extinguishing
system; extension of one passenger stairway, and installation of
a passenger washroom on the car deck.
This work is expected to last until approximately mid-June.
In the meantime, the Bowen Queen is the replacement vessel.
Commercial customers are advised that vehicles over 10 tonnes
GVW (10,000 kg) are restricted to centre lane loading only on
the Bowen Queen. As a result, available commercial vehicle
capacity will be reduced while the Bowen Queen is in service. 
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Earth Day on the Penders
Michelle Marsden, BC Coastal Cleanup Campaign
‘Don’t wreck our beaches’ was the slogan for
this year’s Earth Day Beach and Harbour
Cleanup. Organized by BC Coastal Cleanup
Campaign, the April 21 event cleaned up 25
beaches on North and South Pender Island.
At last year’s clean-up, several wrecks were
removed from beaches to be unfortunately
replaced by new derelicts fouling the foreshore.
Action is being taken and Pender Island Parks
& Recreation Commission is tackling the
problem of one wreck on Mortimer Spit.
This year’s volunteerism was outstanding
and, despite the nature of the task on our
shores, everyone enjoyed the festive occasion.
Eighty-four ‘beach buddies’ cleared 1140kg
(2,508lbs) of plastics, cloth, rope, metal,
batteries, plywood, glass, foam blocks, floats,
discarded fishing gear and a variety of garbage
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New lichen species discovered in BC
For many years scientists have been ringing alarm bells that the other plants combined.
One of these studies focused on the Incomappleux Valley, an
clearing of tropical rainforest is destroying species of plants and
animals that have not yet been discovered. But this tragedy is not area near Revelstoke that once harboured a large ancient forest.
confined to the tropics; it is also taking place in the temperate Here, Spribille found nearly 300 lichen species, including most
of the species new to science. ‘Such rates of discovery of new
rainforests of British Columbia.
Researchers have recently discovered 13 tree-dwelling lichen species are basically unparalleled in northern conifer forests,’ he
species, previously unknown to science, in British Columbia's explains. ‘We are definitely looking at a major centre of lichen
inland rainforest. Lichens are leafy, shrub-like or encrusting diversity at a global level that we haven’t even begun to fathom
organisms that grow on trees or explain.’ He expects that further research will turn up many
and rocks. Throughout the more species new to science. Together, the researchers are
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Earth Day on Mayne Island ~ Peter Askin

Mayne Island’s second annual Earth Day broom bash took place on Sunday, April 22 at 9:30am.
Sponsored by the Mayne Island Conservancy Society in cooperation with the Mayne Island Fire Department, the activities
commenced with the burning in effigy of the dreaded ‘Broom Man’
symbolizing the harm done to our native eco-systems by this
unwanted and unfriendly plant from the old world.
This purification ceremony accomplished, some eighteen very
motivated and environmentally-minded Islanders cut and burned
an enormous amount of broom in the area adjacent to the fire hall
in the Felix Jack Road area.
At noon, hotdogs were cooked on a (non-broom!) fire, washed
down with ice-cold lemonade. Lunch was followed with the
burning of the last piles of cut broom.
A companion Earth Day broom removal activity took place in
the Gallagher Bay area, and involved a similar number of people.
This is the second year the conservancy has organized this event,
and it’s safe to predict an encore performance in 2008. 
BROOM BURNING ON MAYNE
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dumped from land and marine sources. Back at
the Pender Island Community Hall, the litter
was sorted, yielding 700 lbs which could be
recycled.
This 19th Annual Community Beach
Cleanup had the best turnout so far—over 204
people participated with a tremendous surge in
support by local businesses and organizations.
The CRD has consistently been the event’s main
sponsor.
The Earth Day celebration continued with
the Pender Islands’ trustees hosting activities at
the community hall which included a hardy,
litter-less lunch for our volunteers, ‘green’
displays put on by community groups, live
entertainment and prizes to round out the day.
Next year’s slogan: ‘Love Your Ocean’—
thank you to all for a great effort. 
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