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Spring comes to Herriot Bay, Cortes Island.

Last chance to vote strategically?

Although BC’s proposed new voting system, BCSingle Transferable Vote (BC-STV) would make
strategic voting a thing of the past, this May
17th’s election is one in which strategic voting is
uppermost in a lot of people’s minds. Many
people are worrying about the return of another
one-sided legislature, where BC Liberals
currently hold 77 of 79 seats.
Over the last few years many people and
organizations have expressed hopes that the
NDP and the growing Green Party would work
together to ensure a legislature that more closely
reflects popular vote percentages for the next
four years. One hope has been of NDP and Green
parties not running candidates against each
other in constituencies where these two parties
would split the ‘opposition’ vote. (Not running
opposing candidates is exactly what happened
on the right-hand end of the political spectrum
in the 2001 election, allowing the BC Liberal
party to sweep the Legislature.)
However, the strategy of running only a
Green or an NDP candidate in certain ridings
has not been taken up by either party.
Frustration over the impasse has been resulted
in grassroots action. Early in this last term of
office, two groups formed to search for ways out
of the impasse—the Coalition for BC in
Vancouver and The Broad Coalition in Victoria.
The Broad Coalition is a group of women who
have been meeting every second week for the last
three years to work toward a solution for BC’s
one-sided political scene.
The Broads are composed of both NDP and
Green supporters as well as non-partisan
members. Some were candidates in the last
election and got to know each other and put
aside differences to work together to put an end
to lopsided representation. The group endorses

BC-STV and strongly advocates that people vote
‘yes’ in the May 17 referendum.
For the general election vote on the same day,
the Broad Coalition have devised a grassroots
plan to help people make their votes count. It can
be read at www.broadcoalition.net.
The coalition has analyzed results from the
last two elections and identified ridings with
greater than 38% combined support for what
they call the ‘progressive’ parties—NDP and
Green Party.
The Broads have now named eleven
constituencies where they think strategic voting
will turn the tide. By their endorsement of either
the Green or NDP candidate in these
constituencies they hope that voters for both
parties can cooperate to elect as many
progressive candidates as possible. A Green can
vote NDP in one constituency, knowing that an
NDP will vote Green in another.
‘We now have a total of eleven constituencies
where cooperation between progressive voters
could avoid a serious vote split in this election,’
says coalition spokesperson Susan Clarke.
‘Saanich North and the Islands and Powell
River-Sunshine Coast are the two constituencies
endorsed as Green Party. Esquimalt-Metchosin,
Nanaimo, Nelson-Creston, Victoria-Beacon Hill,
Victoria-Hillside,
Vancouver-Kensington,
Vancouver-Burrard, Cowichan-Ladysmith, and
Burnaby North are endorsed as NDP.
‘Voters in the endorsed constituencies who
wish to vote strategically, can vote-pair with a
voter in another constituency through our
website,’ says Clarke. ‘This way, they can ‘vote’
for their party in another constituency.’
The work of the Broad Coalition is endorsed
by American thinker Noam Chomsky. In a quote

COALITION, please turn to page 5

Kyoto paramount

Thirty-three environmental, labour and green
industry associations have joined together to urge all
parties to put aside their differences long enough to
ensure that measures necessary for implementation
of the Kyoto Protocol, introduced in the February
budget, are approved by Parliament without delay.
Concerned that an election will be called before
the recently announced federal measures can get
underway, the groups have written a joint letter to
Prime Minister Martin, Stephen Harper, Gilles
Duceppe and Jack Layton.
‘We want to remind the leaders that protecting
future generations from climate change is more
important than playing politics in the present,’ said
David Coon of the Conservation Council of New
Brunswick who initiated the letter.
Climatologists around the world are calling on all
countries to urgently reduce greenhouse gas
emissions to prevent a doubling of the carbon dioxide
concentrations in the atmosphere that is projected to
cause disastrous floods, storms, droughts, forest fires
and sea level rise.
The Canadian North is already experiencing
higher temperatures, thinning of sea ice and other
signs of climate change. Glaciers around the world

KYOTO, please turn to page 5

Election Early-bird Edition
Advanced Deadline Day

In order to be able to publish important Elections
BC information, the next edition of Island Tides
will be in Island mailboxes on May 12 and May 13.
This tour de force can only be achieved by
moving our next deadline up two days to Monday
May 9—as well as staying up all night! So please
get those ads and news submissions to us asap!
For Advanced Voting Opportunities call District
Electoral Officer, Joan Beattie 250-544-4400.

A newly formed community-based
foundation is planning to take over the
Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway (E&N)
and operate it for the benefit of the
communities and First Nations along its
222km length. The Island Corridor
Foundation was formed in December
2004, by the Cowichan Tribes and the five
regional districts through which the
railway runs.
The Foundation is currently
negotiating with the CPR and Rail
America, owners and operators of the line,
to acquire the right-of-way, which runs
from Victoria to Courtenay with spur lines
to Port Alberni and Lake Cowichan. Over
the next few months, plans are to negotiate
new operating agreements for freight and
passenger services and to start a two-year
community consultation process to
explore new possibilities for tourism,
commuter
transportation,
trail
development and access to First Nations’
developments.
The railway has seven operational
stations: Courtenay, Qualicum Beach,
Parksville,
Nanaimo,
Ladysmith,
Duncan, and Victoria.
In recent years, the E&N has seen a
gradual decline in freight traffic,
including a decision by Norske Canada
Ltd to cease using the Port Alberni spur
for freight to and from the Alberni mill.
This led Rail America, operators of the
spur, to announce that they were going to
abandon their Vancouver Island
operations. Passenger traffic on the main
line has been reduced to one train a day,
starting in Victoria in the morning and
returning from Courtenay in the
afternoon (many Vancouver Islanders
have commented that the train would see
much more use if it ran the other way).
The recent extensions to the Island
Highway have also threatened passenger
service, which is currently operated by
VIA Rail under contract to the CPR.
The Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway
was originally built by Sir Robert
Dunsmuir in 1883-86 and originally ran
the 84km from Esquimalt to Nanaimo.
Approximately one-third of Vancouver
Island was granted to Dunsmuir as an
incentive to build the line; this is the
origin of the private ownership of much
of the Island’s forests. The line was
E&N RAILWAY, please turn to page 2

Need more info on BC-STV: check out Island Tides on-line STV articles
See the new island pictures in our album....
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Election News & Notes ~ Mike Logan
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ith the provincial election rapidly approaching, I took
the time to gather some notes from around BC on
important issues to consider when voting on May 17.
First off, I want to join the chorus of pro-STV voices and
remind you, the voter, why it is such a critical referendum: By
voting in favour of the Single Transferrable Vote (STV) electoral
system in BC, you can be sure that your future vote will truly
count, as any government elected under that system would be
proportionally representative of votes received. For more
information on BC-STV, call 1-800-668-2800.

From Haida Gwaii

Negotiations between government and the Council of the Haida
Nation (CHN) have produced a draft agreement that solidifies
protections of Haida Gwaii lands, and allows for a limited amount
of logging over the next two years. CHN successfully blockaded
Weyerhaeuser workers from logging on the Island from March
22 to April 25 in retaliation for the logging giant failing to consult
with CHN about a business deal with Brascan. Sympathetic
protests were held in Seattle, Toronto, and Winnipeg.

From Vancouver

Elections BC is reconsidering its decision to attempt to shut down
the Western Canada Wilderness Committee’s (WCWC)
newspaper operation. WCWC has been publishing informational
newspapers on the state of the environment in BC for 24 years,
yet Elections BC has ordered them to ‘cease distribution’ of their
latest edition and register as a ‘third party partisan advertiser.’
The Elections Act protects political commentary in established
newspapers, and according to WCWC Campaign Director Joe
Foy, this is a case of ‘bureaucrats [being] overzealous in enforcing
their interpretation of the law.’ WCWC provided Elections BC
with copies of its newspapers from the last 24 years even as it
continues to produce and distribute this latest edition, ‘Vote
Wild!’ to citizens of Victoria and Vancouver in an attempt to reach
100,000 people before the election.

From Victoria

WCWC is having a pro-environmental rally in front of the BC
Legislature in Victoria on May 7. At 1:30pm, 1,000 citizens will
form an environmental image according to the instructions of
renowned photo-artist John Quigley, which will then be
photographed from the air. Quigley’s work has been used to send

strong messages about global warming, old-growth clearcutting
and other issues, and may be viewed at www.spectralq.com.

From the Great Bear

The Great Bear Rainforest will have to wait to learn its fate. The
North and Central Land Use Management Plans (Island Tides
Vol 17 #3, Feb 24–Mar 9, 2005; online at www.islandtides.com)
will remain locked down in cabinet until after the election.
Negotiations between First Nations, environmental groups,
citizens, industry and government concluded successfully in
2001, but the BC Liberals did not enact the safety measures
during their four-year tenure. Thankfully for the land, industry
has been voluntarily adhering to its agreement, and has left the
future protected lands largely alone (though they continue to
rapidly clearcut areas not designated as protected).

From Broughton and North
Vancouver Island

Salmon farming is this election’s big non-issue. Though not
frequently discussed in public debate, both pro-industry and proenvironmental people are weighing in. John van Dongen, the
Minister of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries appeared on CBC’s
The Current to defend accusations that the government is
encouraging the demise of wild salmon in the Broughton
Archipelago by supporting aquaculture in the region. Critics
included former Socred Minister of the Environment Rafe Mair.
Meanwhile, NDP candidates Carole James and Clare Trevena
were ambushed by a group of industry insiders during a campaign
stop in Campbell River. The protesters, masquerading as a
‘grassroots’ group, included members of Positive Aquaculture
Awareness, an organization that spins information about salmon
aquaculture’s positive effects and largely ignores its detriments.

Vote!

I close by reminding you that voting is absolutely key to change.
If you haven’t already registered, do so today by calling 1-800661-8683. If you aren’t sure of the party platforms and what
each political party represents, be sure to visit the websites:
Green Party of BC, www.greenparty.bc.ca; BC NDP,
www.bc.ndp.ca; BC Liberals, www.bcliberals.com; Democratic
Reform BC, www.drbc.ca; and the non-partisan election
website, www.elections.bc.ca. 0

Duke Point ‘equivalent of Ronald Wright champions One Tonne Challenge
another fast-ferries project’ Interview by Marion Pape and Elizabeth White
Tom Hackney, spokesperson for BC Sustainable Energy
Association (BCSEA), says that the Duke Point (Nanaimo) gasfired electricity generation project will be the direct equivalent of
the fast-cat ferry fiasco. ‘This ill-advised project will cost almost
$2 billion over its lifetime and drive up electricity rates for all BC
ratepayers,’ he said in Victoria on April 26. Additionally he
pointed out that ‘the Duke Point power plant proposed for
Vancouver Island will double BC Hydro’s annual greenhouse
gas emissions even if Burrard use is reduced.’
‘We must move away from subsidising fossil fuels and
towards encouraging non-polluting, sustainable energy,’
Hackney continued, ‘instead of building the Duke Point power
plant, the next provincial government should direct BC Hydro to
support Canada’s Kyoto commitment to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions to six per cent below 1990 levels by 2012.’
On April 25, BCSEA announced that it was joining with the
GSX Concerned Citizens Coalition (GSXCCC), and the Society
Promoting Environmental Conservation (SPEC) to continue
their BC Court of Appeal challenge to the BC Utilities
Commission decision that approved BC Hydro’s plan to buy
power from the Duke Point gas-fired generation plant (see
related article, page 5).
Recently, BCSEA published a report containing 28 energy
policy recommendations that would encourage the
development of a sustainable, non-polluting energy supply for
BC. ‘Sustainable energy technologies offer much better ways of
generating electricity than burning natural gas,’ said Hackney.
The report contains 28 energy policies for the next BC
government to adopt. These cover nine major issue areas,
ranging from greenhouse gas reduction to jobs and training, and
including transportation, electricity generation, ‘green’
hydrogen, appliance and building design, and urban planning.
The report can be downloaded from the BCSEA web site at
www.bcsea.org/policy. 0

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Breakaway
Need Rental Revenue?
Vacations

Put BreakawayVacations.com to work for you

1-800-800-7252

Breakawayvacations.com is a division of
Lloyds Travel & Cruises — 906 West Broadway, Vancouver

Planning vacations for Canadian travellers since 1951

I

slanders have been developing a community energy strategy
to raise Salt Spring’s awareness and develop a set of concrete
actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions on the Island.
Ronald Wright, the 2004 Massey Lecturer and author of A Short
History of Progress, has agreed to be a champion of Salt
Spring’s One Tonne Challenge. Here’s what he has to say.
Q: On Feb 16, the landmark Kyoto Accord became
international law. Canada is expected to tell the United Nations
how we will cut our greenhouse gas emissions to 6% below 1990
levels. What can we do as a first step to make Kyoto work?
RW: People who say Kyoto isn’t going to do anything must
realize that it is the first step and forms an international
framework for action. There are an enormous number of easy
energy savings, particularly in the use of gasoline, diesel and the
waste of electric power. For example, flying into Toronto at night
it is obvious that the city lights are twice as bright as European
cities. We can cut the amount of public lighting in half. We can
all do that in our own homes too.
Q: In an earlier talk you said that Canadians should insulate
themselves from the present US regime. Is there any benefit in
trying to work with the US at this point in time?
RW: Yes, we must insulate ourselves from [anti-Kyoto and
anti-environmental] propaganda but we need to encourage the
US to sign on. Deregulation and tax cuts are taking power away
from democratically elected governments and giving a free-forall to ruthless and unscrupulous corporations. We have the
wealthiest society the world has ever known and it is the right
time to use the surplus and make civilization sustainable. If we
don’t do it now while we are well off, we will never do it when
times get tough. We will end up like one of those dead societies
of the past.
Q: How are you planning to meet the One Tonne Challenge?
RW: I have just built a passive solar house, insulated pipes,
situated windows in a southerly direction, built overhangs to
retain heat in the winter and cool in the summer. I heat and light
only the space I am using, practicing my childhood habits of
switching off the light and turning down the heat when leaving a
room. I sleep in an unheated room with warm bedclothes. I drive
a lot less than I used to before moving here, by stacking errands
and making only one or two trips per week into Ganges. I am
also starting a vegetable garden.

Q: What further leadership is going to be sufficient to turn
around the greenhouse gas emissions?
RW: Governments are going to have to regulate. The era of
monster trucks, SUV’s, and ridiculously powerful sports cars
must end. I think that people are starting to see that sort of
behaviour as anti-social. I would like to see North American
gasoline prices go to the same level as European prices. We have
seen gas prices double because of the Iraq War and that hasn’t
ruined the economy. We could phase in permanent gas price
increases to add an incentive to get rid of these ridiculously large
vehicles, except for people such as farmers who really need them.
Q: In your book, you say we must live off nature’s interest,
not capital, how does this translate to Salt Spring?
RW: Salt Spring does a lot of things right; we grow a lot of
organic food as a result of our mild climate. The mild climate
also reduces our heating needs. People probably think twice
before getting into their cars. They plan their trips into town and
plan around BC Ferries schedules. I would resist any move to
increase the number of parking spaces in Ganges. It would be
nice to have some form of public transport if we can make it
work from a population density standpoint. It is easy to
hitchhike on this Island because hitchhikers and drivers aren’t
suspicious of each other.
Our planning department needs to take the Islands Trust’s
‘preserve and protect’ mandate seriously. There is too much
rapid development without the necessary balance between
building what is needed on the Island and chewing up natural
areas. We are losing too much green space. Far more trees than
necessary are being taken out on the pretext of ‘view corridors’
and the like.
Q: In your book, you say that we cannot afford to make any
more big mistakes. We are now adding climate change to the
already huge list of challenges that the world is facing—new
pathogens, ozone depletion, and toxic wastes. Do you think that
awareness of this issue is growing and will that awareness be fast
enough to make a difference?
RW: Our society is dynamic and expanding so fast it is
outrunning our ability to manage it. Economists have the false
notion that you can make the economy grow forever without
limit. The problems grow faster than the political will to act. If
this goes on, I think we will soon get hit by something so
ONE TONNE, please turn to facing page

E&N RAILWAY from page 1
extended to downtown Victoria in 1888.
Despite this, the Dunsmuirs found it an unprofitable enterprise,
and they sold it, along with its lands, to the CPR in 1905. The Lake
Cowichan spur was built in 1911, and the Port Alberni line in 1914.
In 1916, the main line was extended to Courtenay. The year 1925
was the E&N’s most profitable—the line’s profitability has gone
steadily downhill since. Steam engines were replaced by diesels in
1949; the Port Alberni passenger service was dropped in 1957.
The E&N’s right-of-way is mainly 100 feet wide, except where
there are, or were, stations. (At its peak, the E&N had 45 stations
on the main line, 8 on the Port Alberni line, and 36 on the
Cowichan line! Only 25 remain today, the majority in disrepair.)
The total area of the right-of-way is 631 hectares (1610 acres); if the
railway were to be abandoned, it would likely be sold off in smaller
parcels to individuals and companies.
The Island Corridor Foundation anticipates that its
community ownership strategy can lead to reviving the railway
for freight, commuter and tourist traffic. 0
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank

hat warmth we are having, what long evenings and
early sunrises. And all this light and warmth is perfect
for hatching bugs! But bug-harvesters have also
arrived from down south to skitter and dart around in the sky in
their pursuit of dinner. In our neck of the woods, the violet green
swallows handle the early morning and day shift, the nighthawks
the afternoon and evening, and the little brown bats the night.
I don’t notice any migrants that arrive to feast on the
carpenter ants. What I think I notice is that their population
continues increasing and they are keen to share my house,
delaying any need to migrate for shelter while they eat it!
Because it is so warm and lovely, the big double doors and the
windows are kept wide open in my house and the first female
roufus hummingbird did a high-speed house tour. With the
females now arrived to join the early-bird males, you can ‘hear’
the mating dance when the male does the high-speed, zooming
dive and gives a particular chitter just as he pulls up from the
bottom of the dive.
Our eldest daughter Genni and her children are here visiting
for a week from Prince George. Genni and 4-year-old Grace
exclaim over how ‘green’ everything is. At their house, it is still
between -1º and -5º at night, the daffodils are not blooming yet,
the tulips are just breaking the ground, and all is tree silhouettes
and brown turf—another world. And down here in southwestern
British Columbia, all my favorite denizens of spring are here and
no-one has left yet—a fulsome time.

All-Candidates Meeting

Speaking of warm air, with the provincial elections set for May
17, Saturna Community Club organized an All-Candidates
meetings for May 2 at the Community Hall.
There was a potluck dinner at 5:30pm and the meeting began
at 6:30pm. Christine Hunt, running for the NDP; Murray Coell,
incumbent for the Liberals; Ken Rouleau, of the Green Party;
and Ian Bruce, Democratic Reform Party of BC, addressed the
community and answered their questions.

Parks Canada Open House

Parks Canada held an Open House on Tuesday, April 19 at the
Community Hall. All evening there was a steady trickle of
Islanders, who came to view the map boards, and to discuss their
concerns and share their points of view and interests with Ron
Hamilton and Carolyn Stewart. The Gulf Island National Park
Reserve Draft Interim Management Guidelines were the formal
topic of review.
Now, having taken the time to study the document closely, I
am prepared to ask some questions of what the document
contains and what I think might be added. This document will
ONE TONNE from previous page
dramatic that it will galvanize public opinion.
We can only hope that it’s serious enough to
wake everyone up, but not serious enough to
finish us.
Q: You give us a summary of what went
wrong with the Maya as follows: ‘As in Rome,
all the usual suspects—war, drought, disease,
soil exhaustion, invasion, trade disruption,
peasant revolt.’ This gives us a grasp of the
complexity of the situation. What would your
list be today?
RW: The more complex a society, the more
complex its collapse. Eventually you reach the
situation of a perfect storm where enough
things go wrong that the people in power
cannot control it any longer. The obscene gap
in wealth between the rich and the poor
continues to widen. The depletion of resources,
even things like clean water, mean that there
will not be enough to go around.
The two most likely events to awaken
awareness are crop failures from climate
instability, and new plagues. We don’t need it to
warm up 5ºC for crop instability to happen. It
could happen anytime. It is only a matter of
time when you have 3 billion people living in
squalor and slums that a worse plague than
AIDS or smallpox will occur. Seething cities like
Lima, Mexico City and Calcutta are health
disasters waiting to happen.
As things get worse, obviously the people at
the top are going to have to crack down on the
people at the bottom and eventually you are
going to get the equivalent of what brought
down the Roman Empire—barbarian
invasions, peasant revolts, and military
takeovers. I think you could argue that the US
is already a military government.
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be the guiding document for the first five years and by that time
permanent management guidelines will have been created.
Many items are covered, detailing directions for the park and
how it will interface with Saturna community and the public at
large; it is well worth reading. The community has another
opportunity to respond to this document on Saturday, June 25
from 12:30–3:30pm (set to accommodate weekenders’
schedules).

Bonanza Sale and BBQ Coming Up

A big event of our year is coming up! On May 22, the Recycling
Centre is holding its annual Bonanza Garage Sale. All year,
particularly weird and wonderful items donated to the centre are
put aside for this one-day opportunity to buy, buy, buy! All of the
money from the purchases is usually donated to the Ambulance
Service, and the Recycling Centre ends up with a whole lot more
room. I am hoping to purchase a pair of gumboots. I scored the
last pair for 25¢ about 10 years ago but they are cracking badly
at the top. While they are still functional for water up to four
inches deep, they aren’t very pretty looking and I would like to
have a back-up pair. Lil Cunningham had recognized them as
her donation, while I was carrying them around the day of that
sale—she might have another pair to donate by now!
May 21st is Saturna Firefighters’ Pig BBQ day! Fabulous,
crispy barbecue pork with salad, fresh buns and desserts, liquid
refreshments and a dance at the end to work it off! This is the
Victoria Day long weekend signature event, so get your tickets
early. (However the event is known for last minute tickets—
‘Well, he died and luckily I was standing there and I just asked if
they still needed their tickets.’)

Naturalists Visit

Last weekend 32 people from the Federation of BC Naturalists
spent four days touring Saturna. Island resident Bev Ramey coled the group. She says the Saturna trip is very popular; they
have enough applications to fill a second camp and the trip was
filled within a week of being advertised. In the four days, the
group covers the Island
extensively—the dry south
side, the small islands, the
high vistas, and the strait side.
Several local Islanders of the
natural history persuasion
were a part of this expedition.
Any cash beyond covering
expenses goes to further the
federation’s conservation and
education activities. 0

Christine Hunt opens
campaign

‘What has happened over the last four years is wrong,’ Christine
Hunt, NDP candidate for Saanich North and the Islands, told a
packed room at the opening of her campaign office in
Brentwood Bay. Hunt is running in the BC election because she
does not like what has happened to ordinary people, to families
and to the environment under the Liberals.
Hunt told the enthusiastic crowd, ‘After four years of the
Liberals’ broken promises, I see a province in trouble—where
seniors line the corridors in emergency rooms because there are
no long-term care beds for them; where schools have closed or
gone to four-day weeks; where the environment is sacrificed to
profit for the few at our expense; and where women cannot get the
services they need because women’s centres have been closed.’
Hunt pledged to work with Carole James and the NDP team
to rebuild public services like health and education and make
them more affordable for average families. The audience
cheered Hunt’s commitment that the NDP would return BC
Ferries to public control and restore the Ministry of the
Environment. Hunt also promised to work to preserve the
special atmosphere of the Saanich Peninsula and the Islands.
‘My culture and my family have taught me to be accountable
at all times,’ Hunt continued. ‘They have also taught me to stand
up for what I believe in.’ Hunt’s work spans three decades of
community service and resource management.
Christine Hunt has served as a trustee of School District #85,
a member of the Port Hardy Hospital Board and a commissioner
on the Agriculture and Forestry Land Reserve Commission. A
strong advocate for the environment, Hunt has been a leader in
the management of fisheries in British Columbia, across Canada
and on the world stage, serving as a member of the Coordinating
Committee of the World Forum of Fish Harvesters and a past
commissioner of the Pacific Salmon Commission. 0

Q: In your discussion on the early Sumerian
civilization of Iraq, you indicated that by 2,000
BC Sumer ‘wore out nature’s welcome’ and a
half million people were thrown into chaos. In
today’s globally integrated civilization, with a
population of approximately 6.4 billion, how
many people would be affected if another such
collapse would take place?
RW: If we were to experience a collapse
that were to cause us to lose our fossil fuel
industrial system and collapse of world trade,
we would be back to where we were before the
industrial revolution, when the world’s
population was about one billion, most of
whom existed on the edge of starvation. With
the things we know now with sophisticated
organic farming we could feasibly feed two or
three billion without fossil energy, if we did
everything right. But without the industrial
system and without good management, which
you will not get in a period of collapse, I think
that at least half and perhaps more of the
world’s people would die.
The Mayan civilization lost 80-90% of its
population when it collapsed. Cities were
almost completely abandoned. This is the order
of population collapse we are looking at.
Q: What impacts do you see around the
decline of oil reserves?
RW: Oil shortages will not cause collapse.
There is an enormous amount of room for
efficiencies in the use of oil. We are being
incredibly wasteful with it and using it like
drunken sailors, especially in North America. I
would like it to get more expensive to
encourage wiser use. But there is a risk there
too.

ONE TONNE, please turn to page 8
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Shadow and Substance

his year’s dramatic production—the BC provincial
election campaign—officially started with the ‘dropping of
the writ’ a couple of weeks ago. But the dull thud was
barely audible. It failed to interrupt the continuing cacophony of
announcements as the governing party shovels out grants to
every interest group that might vote.
The BC government’s media campaign isn’t new—it’s been
going on for four years. With an overwhelming legislative
majority, the Liberals have sent British Columbians the repeated
message that the previous government fudged the provincial
budget and ruined the provincial economy. It would be hard to
tell this election campaign from the last, if it weren’t for the
blizzard of barefaced bribes.
The premier performs around the province—cheerleading,
George Bush-like, for ‘the best place on earth.’ Television ads are
placed by unlikely organizations, telling us how good things are
and how bad things were.
The past, shouts the chorus, is prologue, and don’t you forget it.

Ideological Substance

The plot is simple to explain. Government is a straightforward
‘business,’ they say, and the outcome is measured only one way:
balancing the dollars on the bottom line. Taxes are revenue;
services are costs.
Nothing else matters. The few players with speaking parts
know that; they aren’t rewarded for the sensitivity of their
portrayal or the effectiveness of their performance; just for
keeping to their budgets.
The provincial budget includes both bread and circuses, as is
traditional for such documents. But health care, education, and
bread (for some) are negatives on the government’s books; funds
are limited. Circuses, on the other hand, come out of the
marketing budget, which has no limits.
The government also seems to regard all of British Columbia
as assets of its ‘business,’ to do with what it pleases. The citizens,
they assume, don’t own the province; the government does. It’s

Did something in this
edition of Island Tides:

• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
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• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
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• find you a good buy or service?
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boxes across the Gulf of Georgia, Victoria or
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them all in our scrapbooks!
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Shadow Play

Over all this, opposition parties find it hard to be heard. For four
years, decimated and denied the resources of official status by
the government, the NDP has struggled to call attention to the
faults in a tidal wave of legislation intended to dismantle British
Columbia’s environmental protections, social safety net, and
regulatory policies, sell off and privatize crown corporations, and
shift the burden of taxes and user fees. For their part, the Greens,
unrepresented on the legislative stage, have promoted long-term
sustainability in the face of the government-led forces of
exploitation.
Over the past few years, British Columbians have been
entertained by the operatics of ‘open cabinet meetings’
(elaborately scripted PR efforts); a legislature featuring a few
soloists backed by an overwhelming and monotonous chorus

Readers’ Letters

Time To Take A Stand

Voluntary Subscriptions

all for sale at any price, and the government’s favourite
customers are other businesses.
The railway that made a cameo appearance in the first scene
hasn’t reappeared on stage. The ferries listed in the program are
now playing in another theatre, under new management. The
electrical utility has turned its bright lights on a US audience,
who can be charged more, even if they don’t always pay. A
private company is to be paid handsomely to build a polluting
power plant on Vancouver Island. Mining companies can stake,
even for gravel, in your back yard, and they don’t have to tell you.
Resorts, future, destination, and imagined, are given public
parks to play in. All these add to someone’s financial bottom line.
As for the provincial economy, it’s doing well, thanks to low
interest rates and high commodity prices, neither of which have
anything to do with the provincial government (which takes the
credit anyway). The provincial budget, on the other hand, has
been nudged and fudged out of deficit by major cuts in services,
the sales of BC Rail and BC Ferries and a happy windfall of back
payments for health care from the federal government.

Dear Editor:
Picture this. Narrow winding lanes. Saturdays at the farmer's
market. Local arts and crafts. The quiet shade under a canopy of
towering Douglas-fir. Spring lambs gambolling in a field of lush,
green grass. Quaint homes and neighbours you actually know.
Any special place coming to mind?
Or, how about this. The hammering sounds of construction.
A floatplane landing. A revving chainsaw cutting into one of
those towering Douglas-fir trees. Gravel trucks pounding down
that narrow lane. Prices for those quaint homes soaring higher
than the bald eagles overhead.

Which picture do you like better?

How do we prevent the second picture from overtaking the first?
How do we balance the need to protect the sensitive ecosystems
of the Gulf Islands with the pressure for development on those
same islands?
We can’t. Not with our current legislation.
That’s why the Islands Trust wants to toughen legislation
because we’re at risk of losing a treasure for all of us. The islands
are for everyone, not just the few who can afford to buy property
there and we need to have a stronger say in how they are
developed—or not.
And, with a new group of legislators to be elected next month
now is a good time to ask a few key questions.
The Gulf Islands represent one of the most diverse yet most
endangered ecosystems in Canada. The islands are faced with
substantial population growth forecast over the next 15 years.
The Georgia Basin, which includes the Gulf Islands, is forecast to
grow 35% by 2020. (The 25-year population forecast for the
southern Gulf Islands is an almost 50% increase, according to
the Capital Regional District.)
The big attraction is the rural and unspoiled nature of the
Gulf Islands yet, ironically, these are the very aspects that are
being threatened as development pressure mounts.
The islands are close enough to major population centres to
be attractive for vacation properties. But with absentee owners
who volunteers for the local fire department? Who makes the
communities?
And, if you’ve checked the price of real estate on the islands
recently, you know that it’s getting pretty pricey for the average
citizen. So, how do we sustain communities that are affordable
to the people who live and work on the islands?
Just over thirty years ago an International
Commission
17,500 Joint
copies—In
first recognized the need to protect BC’s south coastal islands
and the Islands Trust Act was put in force to preserve and
protect the area and its unique environment. Fax to: 250That original mandate hasn’t changed but development
pressure has and we need new and better tools to do the job.
Today the Islands Trust, a federation of local governments, is
charged with land use planning and managing development in
the Gulf Islands, within the mandate of preserving and

EDITORIAL, please turn to page 11

protecting these special islands and the waters around them.
Some people might not want to see more restrictions on the
islands. Yet under existing legislation the Trust can not protect
sensitive habitat areas from clear-cut logging if the area is
designated as private managed forest land. It can not prevent
mining or offshore gas exploration in the Trust Area. It can not
prevent the destruction of archaeological resources. And,
currently it is under pressure by the province to allow large-scale
aquaculture expansion in sensitive ecosystems and along quiet
shorelines. Should this be the case?
The Trust holds that the environmental values of the Trust
Area and its scenic values should be protected from disturbance,
particularly those areas that have distinctive features or are
highly visible. However, the Trust has little say over gravel
extraction or quarrying.
The Trust holds that growth and development in the Trust
Area should be compatible with preservation and protection of
the environment, natural amenities, resources and community
character. Yet many provincial programs related to economic
development and resource extraction completely ignore the
original vision of the Islands Trust and the Significant Projects
Streamlining Act can actually override local government
objections to large-scale projects. Is this a good way to ‘protect
and preserve’ this unique part of the world?
These are some of the examples of why we need to change
legislation if we are to deliver on our mandate for future
generations. After more than 30 years it’s time to revitalize the
Islands Trust by providing the stronger tools it needs to uphold
the Trust for future generations—if we are to preserve and
protect this spectacular and unique part of the world.
David Essig, Chair, Islands Trust, Thetis Island

Get More People to the Polls

Dear Editor:
In less than two weeks British Columbians will determine the
path of BC. In fact, very few people will make that determination.
Probably less than a third will determine what the rest of the
province has to endure for the next four or five years.
Australia has had compulsory voting since 1920 and not a
single election has shown less than a 90% turnout, their lowest
was 91.38%, which means that the elected have a much better
argument when they say they represent the people.
According to Phil Green, an Electoral Commissioner in
Australia, the Australian government takes less than 300 people
to court formailbox,
non-voting at any
election.
The original
every
ongiven
the
ferries
andfineat
was about $50 and a few even go to jail for non-payment of that
fine, all for philosophical reasons. After almost a century, all is
very well.
Attn: Cecilia Wong
With mandatory voting, almost everybody in the BC would
have a say and we could then all better share the blame when we
send a moron to the Legislature.
Robert Saint Amour, Quadra Island

Gulf Islands’

—puts your advertising where it will work

Proof

LETTERS, please turn to facing page

A Trip of a Lifetime:

since 1969

Africa—21-day Exclusive Vacation to South Africa,
Botswana & Victoria Falls departing Sept 05/05. Escorted
from Vancouver by Travel Industry Expert. Limited to 14
guests. Call TravelTST.ca now at 604-273-1811 ext 241

604•273•1811 1•800•665•4541
BC Reg 3231-4
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‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
Only $26.75! • With photo just $32.10

Sundays & Tuesdays from May 1

Port Washington Historic Trust—Volunteer working groups
gather at the store; if you want to be involved there’s gardening,
event planning, fundraising and more • Port Washington General
Store • SUN: 3–5pm, info session 2:30pm; TUES: 7:30–9:30pm,
info session 7pm (pick a day and come on out!)• Info: Carolyn,
250-629-8365 • ON PENDER ISLAND

May & June

The
Tinkerers
Spring
Sharpening Service—our
30th anniversary! Look for the
vintage brown truck at the
usual locations during the
months of May and June • Info:
250-539-2280 (the Tinkerers
home base on Mayne Island) •
ON GALIANO, MAYNE &
PENDER ISLANDS

Saturday & Sunday, May 7 & 8

Victoria Conservatory of Music Garden Tour—enjoy a selfguided tour of some of Victoria’s most beautiful private gardens;
plant sale and live music in selected gardens; the longest running
garden tour in Victoria, a perfect Mother’s Day outing •
10:00am–5pm • Tickets: two-day pass with tour map $25 •
Info/Ticket Sales: 250-386-5311, 1-866-386-5311 or
www.vcm.bc.ca • IN VICTORIA

Wednesday, May 11

All Candidates Meeting, Provincial General Election •
Charlie White Theatre, Mary Winspear Centre • 7:30pm • IN
SIDNEY

Wednesday, May 11

Information Meeting on BC-STV Referendum
Community Hall • 7:30pm • ON SATURNA ISLAND

•

Advertise Your Event in ‘What’s On?’- $26.75 or $32.10 w/ pic

LETTERS from previous page

Enthusiastic For STV

Dear Editor:
I am really enthusiastic about the proposed Single Transferable
Vote system.
How many elections do you recall, as a child, when the adults
sitting in your living room were cursing at the television on
election night because the ‘Ding-Blasted’ (to be polite) vote had
already been decided ‘six hours before our electoral doors had
even been closed?’ In our family, it was all of them.
Why put our own children through the same anxiety and
confusion?
Similarly, count how many elections have you participated in,
voting ‘strategically’ for the ‘lesser of three evils’, knowing well
and fine that another candidate would be the much better
choice, but does not have a snowball’s chance in hell to be
elected. And, once again, even the ‘least evil’ commits some form
of treason that they swore they’d never do. Small wonder why
people have stopped going to the polls.
On the Islands Trust and CRD front, how often have you
wished you could just write on a note saying, ‘PS If not Robin
Hood, then please make it Lady Godiva?’ Well, with Single
Transferrable Vote you can.
This is not just an entirely untried, new idea brought on by
frustrated losers of obscure political parties. Well, maybe it is,
but it’s not that new. The island state of Tasmania, Australia,
(which happens to encompass several other smaller islands—not
unlike ourselves in the Canadian Gulf Islands) has had the STV
system in place for ninety-six years! It works for them, their
issues actually get air-time in parliament. Change is good!
On May 17, please make the effort to vote in favour of this
huge opportunity. Some very dedicated people have worked
extremely hard to bring genuine democracy back to us. Let us
thank them the only way we can—in person at the ballot box
with your very important ‘X’.
Kim Hoban, Salt Spring Island

Vote BC-STV For Better
Representation

Dear Editor:
The Trustees on Mayne have a decision to make. It seems from
the comments at the last public meeting that one Trustee feels
that the density issue with the Mayne Inn and C-2 zoning was
settled a long time ago by former trustees. The present Trustees
know that the density for C-2 zoning has not remained fixed
since the initial density of 20 units/acre but has gradually been
reduced over the years. The present Trustees are the only ones
who can act at the present time to change the five properties with
the same zoning. Hiding behind past decisions is no excuse.
Part of the Community Plan’s function is to act as guidance
and a check for trustees. There are many references in the plan
against the proposed development at the Mayne Inn. Under
Tourism in section 4.6.1.4 it states: ‘High impact destination
recreation facilities that are not part of, or sensitive to, the
natural and rural values of the Mayne Island Trust Area and that
are designed to attract visitors to the area shall not be
permitted’ (my italics). We welcome visitors but we do not create
attractions for them, in other words no tourist waterslides on
Mayne Island and no recreation destination resorts. We can

Going Somewhere?

Saturday, May 14

In the Land of the Grasshopper Song—theatre performance
for the entire family produced by the Dell’Arte Co, featuring
former Penderite Jacqueline Dandeneau • School Auditorium •
7:30pm • Advance tickets at usual outlets: $8/adults, $3/children
(suitable for ages 8+) or $10/$5 at door • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, May 14

Victoria School of Writing’s 2005 Literary Info Fair—
fifteen-minute on-the-spot critiques, 30-minute mini workshops,
readings, 30+ booths, postcard story competition, kids’ play area,
café • First Metropolitan United Church, 932 Balmoral (at
Quadra) • 11am—3pm • Admission: $4 • Info: 250-595-3000 or
info@victoriaschoolofwriting.org • IN VICTORIA

Wednesday, May 16

All Candidates Meeting, Provincial General Election •
Artspring Theatre, Ganges • 4-7pm • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, May 21

Pender Island Health and Wellness Fair—therapies and
products for creating healthy mind, body and spirit; come and
meet the practitioners, demonstrations include Tai Chi, Qui
Gong, Yoga, crystal bowls and more, door prizes • Community
Hall, 4418 Bedwell Harbour Road • 10am–4pm • Free admission
• Info for practitioners: Bev, 250-629-3397 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Tuesday, May 24

Galiano Island’s 10th Annual Bob
Dylan Birthday Party—join us for an
evening listening to or performing your favourite
Bob Dylan tunes (musicians call Gary Cramer for
details, 250-539-5544), cake before midnight •
South Galiano Community Hall • Doors at 5pm,
potluck at 6pm, show at 8pm • Admission: donation
to Galiano Affordable Housing Society • Info: Tom
Hennessy, 250-539-2960 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

welcome visitors by keeping the existing tourist facilities for
tourists. We should not turn tourist facilities into semipermanent accommodations. The proposed scheme at the
Mayne Inn will be of little benefit to the island but will damage
our volunteer-based community, especially if the other four
properties with the same zoning develop in the same way. There
is overwhelming opposition by the people to this proposal. The
question for our trustees is where do you stand: with the people
who elected you or in favour of this latest proposal?
Our present system has minimal direct representation of
people. We elect representatives and have little input into the
decisions they will make during their term of office. Broader
representation such as proposed by BC-STV in all levels of
governance would be of benefit.
The first step is to get out and vote for BC-STV on a provincial
level and someday we will also get better representation locally.
We are at a crossroad both on Mayne and in our electoral
process. If you want better representation and to have more say
in our affairs its time to vote for a stronger democracy starting
with saying ‘yes’ to BC-STV.
See you at the polls.
Louis Vallée, former trustee, Mayne Island

Negative Effects of Short-Term
Vacation Rentals

Dear Editor:
Re: Bruce Fougner’s letter in April 21, Island Tides, ‘Optical
Epidemic in the Gulf Islands.’ Residents of the Gulf Islands are
neither short-sighted nor unaware of the facts. We are
witnessing an invasion of high-income opportunists whose
illegal rental practices have created negative impacts on our
environment, community structure, and our quality of life.
We can see the deterioration of beaches, parks, viewpoints
and public roadways. We know an average density of 6-8
tourists per vacation rental household places three times the
demand of an average resident household on our limited
groundwater supply in the driest months of the year. And we
know it also means three times the amount of septic effluent
being expelled into soils and aquifers.
We have watched the unceasing tourist rental demand lead
to seasonal eviction of our friends and family members to make
room for even more tourists who make no contribution at all to
our vital community services. And we have waved goodbye as
friends who could not afford to purchase first homes in the
communities where they were raised have been forced to leave.
We have endured increased prices for basic goods and services
caused by increased tourist demand and have suffered the effects
of robbing Peter to pay Paul, because our incomes have not
increased proportionately. We have reached deep into our pockets
and paid dearly for ever increasing building supplies/services, and
property taxes due to an increase in real estate sales to nonresidents purchasing second homes as tourist rental investments.
We know most income from these vacation rentals leaks
right out of our communities into the hands of high income nonresident investors and their agents. Are we to celebrate snacking
on crumbs from the tourist banquet table, like seasonal, low
paying jobs without enough weeks to qualify for EI? I think not.

LETTERS, please turn to page 7

whittome’s travel

travel.whittome@shawcable.com

Duke Point court fight goes on

The GSX Concerned Citizens Coalition (GSXCCC), the BC
Sustainable Energy Association (BCSEA) and the Society
Promoting Environmental Conservation (SPEC) have
announced that they will continue their BC Court of Appeal
challenge. They are challenging the BC Utilities Commission’s
approval of BC Hydro’s plan to buy power from Duke Point
Power’s gas-fired generation plant. This announcement to
appeal followed a similar announcement by the Joint Industry
Electricity Steering Committee (JIESC).
On April 6, both groups appealed the decision of the BCUC
on the basis that BCUC had shown bias in its proceedings. The
JIESC had additionally claimed that the decision would increase
electricity costs for all BC Hydro customers. On April 12, Judge
Allan Thackray dismissed both applications, leaving GSXCCC
and JIESC just one week, until April 19, to appeal his decision.
However, Judge Thackray did not issue his reasons until
April 20, saying, in part: ‘There may well be strong arguments
to be made by ratepayers and concerned citizens as to the most
cost-effective answer to the envisioned energy shortage on
Vancouver Island, but those have been made to the
Commission. The matters upon which this Court has
jurisdiction arise out of procedural and jurisdictional issues, and
on those I cannot find ‘substantial questions to be argued.’
This latest action is a challenge to the denial of leave to appeal
and will be heard by a three-judge panel. ‘We want our day in
court,’ said Tom Hackney, president of the GSXCCC. ‘We
carefully reviewed the reasons Judge Thackray gave for
dismissing our appeal application,’ continued Hackney. ‘We are
not satisfied that he grasped the facts of the case or understood
our strong reasons for claiming an apprehension of bias. This
goes to the heart of people’s ability to trust in the fairness of the
Utilities Commission’s decisions on matters affecting Hydro
rates and the public interest.’
BC Hydro has indicated it will go no further with finalizing
arrangements for the plant until the appeal process is played out. 0
COALITION from page 1
on the coalition’s website he says, ‘It is essential that voters think
hard about voting without compromising their values. It is equally
important that voters consider voting strategically. So the work of
the Broad Coalition, generating grassroots discussion and getting
progressive voters to cooperate, is an important initiative.’
Broad Coalition spokesperson Cory Greenlees sums up, ‘Our
current electoral system leads many frustrated voters to vote
strategically instead of voting for the candidate or the party they
prefer. But strategic voting may be a thing of the past if British
Columbians vote for Single Transferable Vote on May 17. Our
slogan is: ‘Vote strategically now. Vote STV for the future.’
The election day referendum will pass if it gets 60%
province-wide overall voter support and more than 50% of the
votes in at least 48 of the province’s 79 electoral districts. 0
KYOTO from page 1
are melting at unprecedented rates.
‘There is no more time for politics on this issue. All parties
must work together and for now that means passing the budget
and getting action underway,’ said BC Sustainable Energy
Association president Guy Dauncey, who has written
extensively on global warming.
The groups hope all political parties will embrace climate
action as a fundamental plank in their platforms and work
together to develop a national consensus on measures to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. 0

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Davnor BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
REMOVE:

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd

WELL WATER
IS YOUR

SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

60 Station Street, Duncan

1-800-434-0566
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ALUMINUM BOAT BUILDING
Robert Jackson • 250-337-5309

www.jaxoncraft.com •1365 Sirius Road, Merville, BC

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1
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New recycling contract
for outer Islands

Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick

Earth Day on Pender Island included an art show and poetry reading at St Peter’s parish hall, with an enthusiastic
audience (above), and a full day of events, including a community volunteer awards ceremony at the community hall.

The Southern Gulf Island Recycling Coalition (SGIRC) and the
Capital Regional District have finished negotiating a new
recycling contract for the Outer Islands after hours of hard work
and ferry travelling by SGIRC negotiators. As of May 1, all outer
Island (Mayne, Galiano, Saturna and Pender) recycling depots
are operating under a new 7-year contract.
The biggest change in the contract is that the non-profit
societies on each Island will no longer be receiving a ‘diversion
credit,’ which is based on the tonnage of recyclables they ship to
the processors in Victoria. Instead, funding will be based on the
number of ‘households’ on each Island, as reported annually by
the Assessment Authority. To offset rising costs due to inflation,
the ‘rate’ per household will receive a Consumer Prices Index
adjustment each year.
For the next year or two, this will mean a significant increase
in most societies’ incomes. After three years, the SGIRC will
reassess how well the contract is working and can opt to
renegotiate. 0

Seeds of Change ~ Derek Masselink

The changing nature of seed ownership and control in Canada
‘W ith a declining global production base due to loss of land,
desertification, climate change and so on, producing
regions, such as Canada, may see accelerated opportunities
for market growth for seed crops and biotechnology
innovations’—2004 Canadian Seed Sector Review.

W

e live in a world of increasing corporate interest and
influence. Nowhere is this more evident than in the
seed sector. Driven by what has been best described as
a pathological requirement to provide economic returns to
shareholders, agrochemical corporations like Syngenta,
Monsanto and Bayer are vying for ownership and control of the
agrarian equivalent of the Holy Grail—seeds and seed
production—the fundamental root of agriculture and ultimately
of our society.
Why? The promise of unending economic return is too great
for these corporations to ignore and as a consequence they are
pursuing a number of expensive and socially questionable tactics.
These tactics include the development and patenting of seeds and
seed technology, the acquisition of smaller seed-breeding

Breathtaking Waterfront
Commercial Leasing Opportunities

Occupancy May 1, 2005

4 Spaces Available, 250-750 sq ft.

For info visit: www.hopebayrising.com

Alumi-tubs Inc.

Wood-Fired Hot Tubs

• Marine grade aluminum-cedar exterior
• Uses salt or fresh water
• Seats 5-6 adults
• Fully portable, rolls to site
• Price includes seats, stove, hardware
• Insulated, heats up in 3 to 4 hours and holds temperature well

5% discount with this ad!
Everything you need... just add water & enjoy...

www.alumitubs.com

Eric/Wendy Holtz 604.272.0620

RICHARD J WEY

& ASSOCIATES
LAND SURVEYING INC.
The Lord James
#4 - 2227 James White Boulevard
Sidney, BC V8L 1Z5

PH: 250-656-5155

FX: 250-656-5175

LEGAL, ENGINEERING AND TOPOGRAPHICAL SURVEYS, SUBDIVISION PLANNING

Simply the best
…any way we package it

Building a
Custom Home?
Our house
packages are
surprisingly
affordable.

Precut 6x8 “D” Log
‘Hybrid’ Timber Frame

Tamlin Homes involves the OWNER at every stage
of construction—from initial design, to materials
selection, project budgeting and construction
scheduling — all to exceed your expectations.

Our packages to ‘lock up’ are perfect for resort locations.
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companies, and by lobbying governments to formally
acknowledge corporate interest and investment in their federal
seed and plant-breeding legislation and policies. While much of
this corporate activity has occurred south of the border increasing
pressure is being applied to our federal government to provide
more protection for companies involved in the management and
development of seeds and seed breeding in Canada.

Size of the Canadian Seed Industry

Most Canadians are unaware of the size and scope of Canadian
agriculture much less the Canadian seed system or industry.
Approximately 7% or 68 million hectares (150 million acres) of
Canada’s land base is currently used for agriculture. According to
Statistics Canada approximately half of this area is considered
‘seeded acreage’ for field and specialty crops. Of this wheat,
canola, barley and cultivated hay account for 84% of the seeded
acreage. The remaining seed acreage is planted with specialty
crops such as pulses (peas, beans, lentils), ginseng, herbs and
spices, industrial crops such as hemp, and, worryingly, biobased crops related to molecular farming or other nontraditional uses. Acreage devoted to small-scale seed and crop
production such as that practiced by home and market
gardeners has not been factored into this accounting.
Today the Canadian seed industry proudly states that it
generates approximately $700 million in annual sales. Of this,
approximately 75% is sold within Canada, largely to those
responsible for the management of the 33 million hectares of
seeded acreage. The remainder is exported to approximately 70
countries. In spite of these seemingly robust sales the Canadian
seed industry recognizes that it could be much larger stating,
‘Compared to a number of smaller countries such as the
Netherlands, Canada’s seed industry is operating at the low end of
its potential given land, labour, technology and market demands.’

Canadian Seed Sector Review

In 2003 prompted by feelings of inadequacy and by growing
corporate concerns around the protection of seed development
investments, the Canadian seed industry, with $600 million of
support from the federal government, initiated a 10-month
comprehensive process called the Seed Sector Review. The
primary objective of the review was to broadly assess the Canadian
seed sector and Canada’s seed regulatory environment ‘in a global
context.’ More specifically it was to develop a common
understanding of the current nature of the sector, its challenges
and options available to facilitate change, and to develop
recommendations to government on the structure of its current
regulatory scheme and ways in which it could be improved.

Who’s In & Who’s Out

Farmer-focused groups such as the National Farmers Union, the
Canadian Federation of Agriculture, and Canadian Organic
Growers were excluded from the review process; calling the
review’s claim of being an open, consultation-based process into
question.
Participants in the review appear to have been largely the big
players represented by industry groups such as the Canadian
Seed Trade Association (of which Monsanto and Syngenta are
members), the Canadian Seed Growers Association, the
Canadian Seed Institute and the Grain Growers of Canada. The
review culminated in May 2004 concluding that, ‘a modern,
responsive regulatory framework that supports overall
competitiveness, profitability and market acceptance for seed
producers and commercial crop producers is, in the long run, in
the best financial interest of everyone in the value chain.’
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In order to achieve this
level of competitiveness
they concluded that it is
necessary to achieve four
broad results:
1. Improve regulatory
flexibility and timeliness—
aka deregulation—largely
for the benefit of the
companies involved;
2. Foster an environment Saskatchewan
Farmer
Percy
where
science
and Schmeiser was charged for illegally
innovation
encourage saving Monsanto’s ‘Roundup Ready’
product
and
market canola seed (see this article,page 10 ).
development where the
focus is on profitability and deregulation for the companies
involved;
3. Improve sector profitability from cost recovery for research
and plant breeding, to increased use of certified seed and
Identity Preservation (IP) programs at commercial and farmgate levels; and
4. Build consumer acceptance and confidence in new crops
through quality assurance systems.
How do they propose to do this? Largely through regulatory
and policy changes particularly those that protect the intellectual
property rights on newly developed and patented seed. One of
the biggies included in this is a revision to Canada’s Plant
Breeders’ Rights (PBR) legislation to conform to UPOV’91.
UPOV is an acronym for the International Union for the
Protection of New Plant Varieties. UPOV’91 significantly extends
plant breeders rights over a newly developed plant variety from
15 to 20 years, largely at the expense of farmers and gardeners.
It also allows breeders to interfere with farmers’ current right to
save, re-use and sell seed, and allows for potential collection of
royalties, not only on the sale of generations of seed but also on
plant material and associated value-added products and to
increase this protection for up to 25 years.
Other recommendations include: • compelling farmers to
buy certified seed, a practice that is not popular with farmers
because of the high cost and limited benefit of certified seed; •
collecting royalties on farm-saved seed, contravening the
‘farmers privilege’ to save and re-use their own seed, a right
currently protected under existing Canadian PBR legislation; •
and removing the merit-based seed registration requirement
which currently requires proof prior to introduction that a new
plant or seed variety is superior to existing ones.
The implementation of the above proposed recommendations
could have a major economic impact on all those involved with the
planting, sharing, selling and breeding of seeds and plants in
Canada, including those traditionally ignored or overlooked by the
Canadian seed sector—the small-scale farmers and gardeners.
According to Terry Pugh, executive secretary of Canada’s National
Farmers’ Union this proposal represents a fundamental shift in
Canadian agriculture towards ‘the privatization of seeds.’ He adds,
‘There are no benefits [in this] for farmers.’
And it is this lack of benefit—this obvious pursuit of the bottom
line coupled with the government’s apparent inclination to be
more considerate of corporate interests than that of its own
citizens—that has mobilized Canadian farmers and gardeners to
speak out strongly against the recommendations of the Seed
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Islands Trust seeks
nominations for 2005
stewardship awards

If you know of a person, business or group that deserves
recognition for helping make your island or community better,
you may want to nominate them for an Islands Trust
community stewardship award. Nominations are being
accepted now for the four awards—two for individuals and two
for organizations.
In its fourth year, ‘this program acknowledges the
achievements of people who have worked on a project that
supports the mandate of the Islands Trust,’ said Kim Benson,
Vice-Chair of the Islands Trust Council. ‘The awards recognize
projects or actions that are innovative, support the Islands Trust
mandate, benefit a community or the Trust Area, and have some
level of community involvement.’ The program is open to any
individual, school or classroom, community group, non-profit
organization or business.
Previous submissions have included watershed and stream
restoration, land preservation, mapping projects, information
materials and individuals involved in conservation.
‘However, the program is about more than the
environment—it’s about community life,’ added Benson. ‘If
someone or an organization has contributed to improving the
community, culture or economic sustainability of an island we
want to know about them.’
Details and nomination form are available online
(www.islandstrust.bc.ca) or from Islands Trust offices. The
deadline is July 15. Winners will be announced in the fall. 0
LETTERS from previous page
In greater numbers, day by day, we residents are speaking
our truth. How ridiculous and insulting it is to hear investors like
Mr Fougner, attempting to rationalize their high rental income
with their ‘need’ to pay for mortgages on their second homes.
Valerie Houle, Gabriola Island

Regulation of STVRs Not Unusual

Dear Editor:
The condescending tone of the letter from Bruce Fougner (Optical
Epidemic in the Gulf Islands, April 21, 2005) on short-term
vacation rentals (STVRs) prompted me to write this letter. The
portrayal of the owners of STVRs as the underdog, who must ‘rent
out their homes so they may be able to make ends meet,’ is
laughable considering that these rentals are almost exclusively
second homes or mere investment properties for their owners.
The desire to limit, regulate, or ban STVRs is not an antitourism movement, it is a community planning issue. It’s not
about Islanders finding a piece of paradise and then drawing the
bridge and closing the gates to keep out the hordes of others
seeking a piece of it. It’s about protecting the legitimate
expectations of the community, which, like other communities
throughout the province, expresses its vision for itself through an
Official Community Plan. The OCP is a key guiding document
for a Local Trust Committee in attempting to fulfill its legislated
mandate to ‘preserve and protect’ its Trust Area. The OCP
divides the properties into different zones (eg commercial,
commercial accommodation, bed & breakfast, residential, etc.)
with each zone restricting the owner to certain uses.
The regulation of STVRs (which is the commercial provision
of tourist accommodation) is not unusual. Most municipalities
have regulations on the commercial use of residential
properties. On the Islands, the commercial use of concern is
usually STVRs. The reason for that concern is that those who buy
property in single-family residential communities have a
legitimate expectation that their neighbours will be full or parttime residents (that is, fellow community members), not what is
essentially a revolving group of people throughout the summer,
sometimes with multiple families crammed into a building not
designed for that capacity. Some would also argue that STVRs
eliminate the stock of affordable long-term housing for local
renters, many of whom provide the services we have come to
expect on the Islands as well as contribute to the community in
more than just an economic sense.
I think most Islanders would agree that tourism is not just a
good thing for the economics of the Island, but also a responsible
part of fulfilling the preserve and protect mandate for all British
Columbians. However, if Mr Fougner would get off his economic
high horse, he might realize that there are other legitimate issues at
stake too. Namely, that individual owners of residential property
should not have the unfettered right to milk the cash cow of
tourism through the provision of commercial tourist
accommodation without consideration being given to its impact on
the residential neighbours and the rest of the Island community.
David Scearce, Mayne Island
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Making the rafters ring! Pender Island Choral Society’s spring show included dancer Sophie Keim and
african drums in an energetic and colourful spectacular. The community hall’s new stage curtains added
to the ambiance and the 40-strong choir members sang their hearts out for appreciative audiences.
Neighbourless Neighbourhood

Dear Editor:
I want to thank Mr. Fougner, owner of Breakaway Vacations, a
short-term vacation rentals business, for the letter he wrote in
your April 21 issue. I couldn’t have expressed it better myself to
explain that short-term house rentals are about good returns on
investment. That is what it is all about, and that is why there is a
vociferous lobby group out there protecting their investment.
For them, what it is not about is small, rural community
living, a treasured value, where residents know and depend on
their neighbours, and care for their neighbourhood and Trust
environment.
Also, very importantly, it has to do with flouting the Land Use
Bylaw in a protected Islands Trust jurisdiction by marketing the
land itself by the week to transients. On North Pender, in our
Land Use Bylaw, ‘Home Business/Industry’ means exactly that:
a resident lives on the property, has a home business, and would
be a neighbour.
Joyce Jones, North Pender Island

One of the Ridiculous Vocal Minority

Dear Editor:
I am one of the ridiculous ‘vocal minority’ not in favor of short
term vacation rentals taking over our Island. I bought my
property 16 years ago, put a house on it nine years later, and have
been a full-time resident for the past four years. We opened
Gnomes Hollow Bed and Breakfast the same year we became
full-time residents. Don’t get me wrong! I’m not against STVRs
because they take business away from our B&B, because they
don’t. I’m against STVRs because they are not fairly run as a
‘commercial business.’ They do not require Commercial zoning,
do not have an on-site manager, and do not contribute anything
to the community other than money.
Firstly, if you are renting your property on the Island (as
Bruce Fougner states ‘so that they can either pay their mortgage
and/or their taxes or to generate needed income’), you are doing
this as a commercial business and should be regulated as any
other commercial business on the Island.
Secondly, tourists will still spend thousands of dollars in our
community, whether or not the STVRs have Commercial zoning.
The only difference is that the short-term vacation rental owners
will have to operate under fair business practices, and will make
a little less money. Now as a legal B&B business on Pender I don't
find this a problem, and I’m sure other accommodation providers
would welcome a fair playing field to do business in as well.
Thirdly, with a STVR next door; where is my neighbour and
where is the volunteer we need to help support the Island way of
life? (I do not include anyone
limited by federal law as to full
time residential status in the
lack of volunteer status.) If the
Gulf Islands are a legacy for all
Growell
of BC, who is going to be here
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other than tourists and STVRs to greet them? Where will the
local people be to sell them the quaint local home-made articles
they like to pickup at the local farmers’ market and road-side
stands? Where is the island life they came here to experience?
Besides, nobody has said that we have to accommodate ‘every
tourist’ that comes to Pender Island. There is still a thing called
a day trip.
Dave Schissler, Pender Island

Vote For A Change

Dear Editor:
The writ has dropped, now is the time to consider who you will
elect or re-elect in this riding . On the one hand, you can vote for
the incumbent, on the other hand, you can vote for last election’s
second strongest provincial party in this riding, the Green Party.
Our candidate for the Greens is Ken Rouleau from our own Salt
Spring Island. Historically this riding is small ‘c’ conservative
(thanks Saanich North!). Provincially, this riding has never
elected a NDP MLA. Why start now? Put every vote possible
behind the Greens again and send Murray packing. In the last
provincial election more voters voted Green in this riding, than
any other. Make a statement, be different, and while you are at it
vote ‘Yes’ to electoral reform. Vote ‘Yes’ to STV. It will change
your life for the better.
James Falcon, Salt Spring Island
Ed’s Note: The following is a bio of Green Party candidate for
Saanich North and The Islands, Ken Rouleau. Ken Rouleau is
an HEU residential care worker with special needs adults,
owns a bookstore/community hub, is author of 7 books, comanaged GreenPeace Victoria, and has diverse work
LETTERS, please turn to page 11
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n Wednesday April 20, I attended Gordon Campbell’s
gala Election Campaign Launch, held at Victoria’s
opulent Fairmont Empress Hotel. I heard about it just
that afternoon so I rushed home, threw on my Value-Village suit
and tie and headed down to the Empress Hotel. Luckily it’s only
five minutes from where I live in Victoria Beacon-Hill riding.
I arrived at the Empress just in time to see a large contingent
of Murray Coell supporters crowding in the entrance. So I
insinuated myself into their midst and flowed along with the
boisterous crowd straight through into the Master Ballroom!
‘Wow, that was easy,’ I thought! But no sooner had I arrived
though, than suddenly I was singled out by a ‘UVic Young
Gordon Campbells’ representative, who pointed me out to
Empress Fairmont security.
A large gentleman with a coily wire sticking out of his ear
barged over and asked me which candidate contingent I was
with, so I announced that I was ‘media.’ After all, on the notice at
the entrance to the Ballroom, it did mention that this was a ‘BC
Liberal Press Convention.’ Fortunately, I had brought my
laminated ‘Street-Newz Un-Official Media’ press-pass which
features my photograph and the disclaimer, ‘The holder of this
pass is hereby authorized to boldly spin where Corporate
Sponsored Media representatives may not dare.’ Fairmont
Empress security looked at the pass, and waved me on! I soon
found myself a seat two rows back, directly under the podium.
For about 45 minutes as the Ballroom filled up with
dignitaries, the famous Gordon Campbell politicians, Sheila Orr,
Mike Hunter, Ron Cantelon, Murray Coell, Ida Chong and Jeff
Bray, circulated through the crowd, all red-faced and sweating,
schmoozing around the big love-fest, while red-shirted ‘BC
Young Gordon Campbells’ raised raucous chants like ‘BC’s Back,’
and ‘Four More Years’ and ‘Gordo!, Gordo!’ etc. It was pretty
hot, so the chants kept petering out, but the crowd-rousters did
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An Independent Speaks ~ Ingmar Lee

An Account of Gordon Campbell's Campaign Launch (and mine)

their level best to maintain the excitement level. All the regular
Campbell-loving corporate media were there—live satellite feeds
beaming out of the convention.
Suddenly, there he was! Gordon Campbell himself! Now just
let me ask you—how many of you have ever had a chance to bask
in the actual presence of Gordon Campbell? Last election,
Campbell didn’t show up for a single All-Candidates Meeting,
and he has not been seen in public since he was elected with 57%
of the 70% of British Columbians which bothered to vote, of
which about half of whom were voting with an ‘anybody but the
NDP’ attitude. Gordo’s mandate was based on less than 30%
support from BCers, but that translated into 97% of the seats in
government! Now that’s a democracy only George W. Bush
could love! With seven of the top-ten corporate financiers of
the BC Liberal’s 2001 election campaign being giant logging
corporations, it’s just amazing what kind of BC government you
can buy!
Gordo moved through the crowd, pointing, shaking hands,
hugging even, and actually snaked through the row of seats
directly behind me. Of course, I was on my feet like everyone
else, and I just knew that if I stuck out my hand, he would shake
it. As I thought about it, he was getting closer and closer. My
hand started coming out of my pocket when I noticed that the
security dudes were standing next to me looking nervously at my
satchel. I believe that they thought I might have a pie in there.
On the stage, Gordon Campbell, whose election motto is: ‘Real
Progress, Real Leadership,’ viciously attacked the NDP, and I
almost agreed with him, but then he spouted off all this nonsense
about how fantastic the BC Liberals had been caring for the
environment, the poor, the disabled … well I’ll spare you the
details, I’m sure you’ve been hearing a whole lot more of all that.
About halfway in, I was beside my self with horror as I
realized that there would not be any questions, so I waited for a
lull while he caught his breath, and then stood up and asked as
loudly as I could raise my voice: ‘Are any of your 79 candidates
running with a criminal record? Are there any convicted felons?
Have you vetted the candidates for criminals?’

There was a voluminous chorus of protest from the crowd
and Campbell stumbled and sputtered, but his reply was
drowned out by the crowd, so I asked again, and again, and I
turned around and asked the crowd, and they howled in outrage
and fury. I was grabbed by the arm, and two guys in the row in
front threatened me with physical harm, but I wrenched my arm
free and sat down again. Campbell, visibly shaken, carried on. I
regained my composure and then stood up and continued
heckling through the rest of his speech.
Afterwards, while Campbell circulated his way out, the media
gathered around me for a scrum. A giant speaker was
immediately hauled over and the Bee-Gees cranked up full blast
while I spoke to the cameras. It was at this moment that I
officially launched my campaign to elect Ingmar Lee,
Independent candidate for MLA, Victoria Beacon Hill.
I plan to articulate the ‘high bar’ for environmental issues,
which not a single other party is doing. My platform includes:
return BC’s Crown landbase to First Nations; no more oldgrowth logging; no American warships; SUV ban; pesticide ban;
free education; housing for all; guaranteed annual income, etc.
I had waited patiently for the NDPs to see what their
environmental policy would be. What I saw, relegated to page 46
was beyond my worst, most pathetic imaginations. It is beyond
pathetic, and it is an insult to BC nature lovers who have been so
entirely abused, outraged and heartbroken under Gordo.
I want to exploit this bogus, farcical election to send a
message to the NDP, and to other politicians. You ignore
environmental issues at your peril!
Here’s what I can do, as an ordinary powerless bunyuk:
Carole James lost Victoria Beacon Hill to BC Liberal, Jeff Bray
by 35 votes. Bray and Campbell will be pulling out all the stops
in Victoria Beacon Hill, and the logging corporations will be
pouring the cash into his campaign. I’ve been talking to people
all around the riding where I have lived for 10 years and am
well known. They are fed up and have nobody they can vote
for. I can pull in quite a few hundred votes. So that’s what I am
going to do. 0

ONE TONNE from page 3
Oil shortages will lead to its more efficient use, but they will
also lead to ruthless exploitation of fragile environments to
extract remaining reserves. We will see more pressure to drill in
places like the Arctic Wildlife Refuge in Alaska or off the coast of
British Columbia. This will cause environmental degradation.
And you will see much greater use of the Alberta Tar Sands,
which is a big emitter of greenhouse gases. So oil scarcity will not
be good news.
Oil collapse will cause a dislocation of suburban
communities, including our own. Salt Spring is essentially a
suburban community and it will become much more expensive
to live here. As oil prices go up there will be a decline in the value
of rural property because people will no longer be able to afford
to get here.
Q: A lot of adaptation goes on all the time in our society.
There have always been cycles in nature that bring extreme
changes such as we are now beginning to experience with our
climate. Some sceptics speak about how we are living in one of
those cylindrical periods and that this is nature’s way of
adjusting. What would you say about this?
RW: There is an overwhelming body of evidence that human
activity is causing the rise in CO2 levels. We can do something
about that. It is true that climate has fluctuated in the past, but
this is no cause for complacency because we are so near the limit
of food production capacity that there is no margin for the
shocks caused by severe weather events. We are using all the
agricultural land that is viable. We are so dependent on the
weather and the problem is instability rather than temperature
rise. Like earlier civilizations which got into trouble, we are
nearing the limit of food production, with no cushion, no
untapped resources. Any disruption in climate is going to be
potentially fatal.
Q: Is a change in consciousness possible?
RW: Not enough people understand what is happening.
There is huge room for changing attitudes but the Pentagon and
the White House are not listening. The corporate culture of the
US which is keen to export is extremely maladapted to our longterm survival. An added wild card in the US is the influence of
Christian Messianic fundamentalism. The ‘true believers’ aren’t
interested in saving the world; they believe that the sooner the
world dies, the quicker Jesus
Christ will come back. When
you have ideas like that
influencing public policy you
have what anthropologists call
an ideological pathology—a

self-destruction mania which can bring a whole civilization
down.
Q: Canada is living in the shadow of the Empire. What do you
think we can do as Canadians?
RW: I would like to see Canadians forge more links with
Europeans, Latin Americans, and Asians and adopt some of
their values.
Q: There is a growing movement of people who are
protesting the war in Iraq and other environmental degradation.
Do you feel that this force is becoming powerful enough to give
us hope for future survival?
RW: Popular movements can effect change. The Campaign
for Nuclear Disarmament in the ’60s did have an affect. The Ban
The Bomb and Anti-Vietnam War movements of the ’50s and
’60s helped.
Current public protest is taking longer to get going largely
because of right-wing control of the media. But leaders have
made such terribly bad decisions and have been so arrogant that
this itself may well politicize the population. There is certainly
hope for change.
Local governments are getting involved in emissions
reductions and global peace initiatives because national and
provincial governments are not taking the lead. Deregulation
and rampant ‘development’ has exposed people at the local level
to very bad decisions that affect their lives. One example would
be this business of mining in BC. Provincial legislation trumps
local zoning and the citizen is left unprotected when gravel
mining interests, for example, move into a residential area, a
problem I am experiencing first-hand. Locals in these
circumstances must organize to fight it.
Q: Many people are divorced from an agrarian lifestyle which
is the core of our nation. Today, the food growers are few in
number and those who steward the land and farm in a
sustainable way are not well supported. What can we do as
individuals do to make a difference in that attitude?
RW: There is still a good feeling towards the farmer, a residue
of respect for tillers of land. We need to learn to eat what is in
season and what is local, which is hard to do when faced with all
the choices of imported produce at the supermarket. On Salt
Spring, it should be easy; there is lots of land per person to grow
food and a mild climate. But its not so easy for people in big cities.
Q: We have role models such as Nelson Mandela, Desmond
Tutu, Stephen Lewis, Vaclav Havel who are giving a different
kind of leadership? Do you believe that leaders arise when we
most need them?
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An exciting and challenging opportunity exists for an Emergency Services Coordinator for the
Southern Gulf Islands. Working with, reporting to and acting on behalf of the Southern Gulf Islands
Emergency Services Committee, the Coordinator guides and facilitates the Southern Gulf Islands
Emergency Program while managing the day-to-day business of the organization. This is a part time
contract opportunity, working approximately 3-1/2 days per week on average.
Preferred applicants will have: a background of hands-on experience in emergency response
management and emergency program coordination, with an understanding of the acts, bylaws,
regulations and protocols; a good understanding of finance management and budgeting; and,
positive experiences liaising with various levels of government, interest groups and the public.
Excellent communication, interpersonal, organizational and computer skills are required. Given the
nature of the opportunity, you must be located on the Southern Gulf Islands and must be willing and
able to travel within the Islands and Victoria as necessary.
Inquiries and information: please contact Jim Muirhead, Chair Southern Gulf Islands Emergency
Services Committee: phone (250) 629-3867 or email sgiesc@cablelan.net.
Applications with detailed resume to be received by midnight May 19, 2005, c/o 3731 Capstan
Lane, Pender Island, V0N 2M2; fax (phone first) (250) 629-3867; or email sgiesc@cablelan.net.
We thank you for your interest, and advise that only those under active consideration will be contacted.
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promises, promises, promises
Gordon Campbell's Liberals have a funny way of keeping their promises - They break them:

Health
“We will deliver high quality public health
care services that meet all patients' needs
where they live and when they need it.”
2001 Throne Speech

Seniors
“We will create 5,000 new long-term beds
by 2006.”
2001 Throne Speech

Social safety net
“We will moderate the impact of cuts on
people by phasing out less vital
programs.”
2002 Throne Speech

Women and children
“We will improve services for women and
children.”
2002 Throne Speech

Education
“We will protect education funding.”
A New Era for British Columbia (2001
campaign platform)

Environment
“We will maintain environmental
protection at the highest standards.”
Gordon Campbell, Cabinet Swearing In,
June 2001

Communities
“We are committed to giving local
governments more autonomy.”
2002 Throne Speech

! The Liberals closed facilities and reduced services in over a dozen hospitals.
! Increased wait times by an average of 30%.
! Increased Pharmacare costs for 420,000 seniors and cut 17 drugs from Pharmacare.
! Increased MSP premiums by 50% and delisted physiotherapy, podiatry,
chiropractry, acupuncture, naturopathy, and eye exams from MSP coverage.
! Cut both home support (personal care) and home care (professional nursing).

! The Liberals closed 2,529 residential care beds, while adding only 1,065 assisted
living beds, for a net loss of 1,464 long-term care beds. BC now provides the lowest
level of access to residential care beds for seniors in Canada.

! The Liberals cut social assistance for the poor.
! Eliminated the independent office of the Mental Health Advocate.
! Reduced access to disability payments.
! Eliminated funding for affordable housing.
! Reduced transition-to-work assistance for people on social assistance.
! Cut the budget for legal aid by 40%, shutting down legal aid offices across BC.
! Eliminated victim assistance programs.
! Cancelled bus passes for seniors, audio book programs for the blind, camping
passes for the disabled in provincial parks.
! Cut interpreters for deaf students at Vancouver Community College by 50%.

! The Liberals cut over $200 million from programs for children and families.
! Eliminated the independent Child, Youth and Family Advocates.
! Eliminated the Ministry of Women's Equality.
! Cut all funding for women's centres.
! Cut back on child care programs and subsidies.
! Cut support for shelters and dozens of programs for high-risk youth and families in crisis.
! Cut welfare rates for single mothers, forcing them back to work when their children turn 3.
! Cut the minimum wage for young people by $2 an hour.

! The Liberals froze education funding with their 2002 budget.
! Downloaded crippling additional costs onto school boards.
! Created a funding shortfall of at least $300 million.
! Caused 113 schools to close.
! Eliminated 2,500 teachers.
! Increased class sizes in every grade.
! Reduced support for students with special needs.
! Eliminated almost all teacher librarians.
! Lifted the freeze on post-secondary tuition, sending fees skyrocketing by up to 40%.

! The Liberals cut 2,300 positions from the three Ministries of Water, Land and
Air Protection; Sustainable Resource Management; and Forests.
! Cut WLAP staff positions alone by almost 30%.
! Eliminated the Commissioner for Environment and Sustainability.
! Eliminated Fisheries Renewal BC.
! Replaced the Environmental Assessment Act with an act allowing ministers to
dispense with the need for environmental assessments.
! Introduced bills to deregulate mining and forestry.
! Opened the door to coal-fired power generation - a primary source of greenhouse gases,
toxic mercury pollution and acid rain.
! Lifted the moratorium on open net-cage fish farming, endangering wild Pacific
salmon stocks.

! The Liberals gave themselves absolute power to override all local bylaws and decisionmaking, including environmental protection measures, that stand in the way of favoured
development projects.
! Gave themselves the power to force unwanted fish farms on coastal communities.

Gordon Campbell's Liberals have proved their promises can't be trusted.
It's election time and they're at it again. Why believe them now?
Sponsored by: CCCSSI - Coalition of Concerned Citizens of Salt Spring Island
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Small farms threatened by
proposed changes, says Carr

‘The BC Liberals are proposing changes to BC’s marketing
boards that threaten the survival of small farms in BC,’ says
Adriane Carr, leader of the Green Party of BC.
‘Their intention is to extend marketing board controls over
all farmers,’ says Carr. Under the proposed new rules every
farm, no matter how small, that produces a regulated product
like poultry, eggs and milk, has to register and pay fees to the
marketing board. The sale of any amount of a regulated product
will require a quota or specialty permit. Quotas, especially new
applications for quotas, will be limited. Quota exemptions will
only apply to specialty permits such as ‘third party certified’
which pose insurmountable costs to many small farms in rural
BC. Non-medicated diets for poultry (such as ‘range-fed’) will
not quality for stand-alone exemption.
In addition, rural small-scale poultry farmers face an even
bigger barrier. The proposed rules state that all product for
public sale must be slaughtered at a registered government
inspected poultry processing facility. ‘There are no federally
registered poultry slaughterhouses in my area or on Vancouver
Island,’ says Carr.
These rules will kill small farms throughout rural BC,’ states
Carr. ‘The small-scale farmers who have historically produced
the wonderfully fresh food we buy in farmers’ markets, at
roadside stands or in local stores won’t survive. They won’t ship
their chickens to be slaughtered elsewhere. We will lose local
food production, self-sufficiency and an important component
of local economies and local culture,’ says Carr.
On Friday, April 22, Carr took the concerns of the Powell
River Coalition for Safe Food, which includes many small-scale
local farmers, to a meeting of the BC Farm Industry Review
Board in Abbotsford. Carr specifically asked for regional
exemptions to the proposed new marketing board rules.
‘The traditional rules, where local health officers inspected
local chicken slaughtering, worked fine. Food safety was
maintained and protected. It’s the centralized industrial scale
operations that have resulted from marketing board regulations
in the first place that pose the risk of diseases like avian flu. Food
safety and security are better served by keeping the regionally
diverse, small-scale farmers alive,’ explained Carr.
The Green Party of BC calls for any new marketing board
regulations to allow for regional exemptions for areas of smallscale producers like Powell River. The Green Party’s overall ‘10Point Plan for a Better BC’ calls for a ‘feed BC first’ policy that
would expand organic agriculture, local food production and
traditional genetic diversity in agricultural crops and products.
The Green Party supports BC going ‘GE’ (genetically-engineered
crop) free. Powell River is the first community in Canada to be
declared as a GE-free crop area. 0
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Film Review ~ Peter Carter

Canadian Freedom and the al-Qaida Myth

he future of Canadian rights and freedoms is now being
determined by two federal government committees. And
the evidence they are hearing is not based on fact—but a
wild global conspiracy theory.
Parliament and the Senate are both engaged in reviews of the
Canadian Anti-terrorism Act. This Act brought in extraordinary
measures in the wake of 9-11 to protect Canada from a
supposedly extraordinary threat. It was designed only to be
maintained if Canada continued under an extraordinary
threat—hence the Reviews.
But there seems no doubt that Justice Minister Ann
McLellan’s has every intention of maintaining the Canadian
Anti-terrorism Act’s extraordinary powers. In her Senate
address she said:
‘The legislation under review today is a significant part of
Canada’s strategy to defend the safety and security of
Canadians. And it is making an important contribution to
the international effort to combat terrorism wherever it may
exist.’ … ‘I can say without hesitation that it remains an
appropriate response to the challenges we face, both here at
home and around the world.’ … ‘Because terrorists see the
world as their field of operation, so must we.’ … ‘You will
hear from others that the threat environment in Canada has
not improved since September 11, 2001, and is arguably
worse and certainly more complex.’ … ‘Canada itself has
been deemed a target of Al Qaeda, named by Osama bin
Laden in November 2002.’ … ‘The danger has not passed,
the threat has not diminished, and our vigilance must not
falter.’
In short, like the Bush administration, she has bought into
the myth of world totally changed by 9-11. Her view is a world
under the growing threat of a globally organized Islamic terrorist
conspiracy.

The Power of Nightmares

However, on April 28, a BBC documentary was aired on
American PBS TV. The Power of Nightmares demonstrates that
this organized, global terrorist network is fantasy rather than
fact. It is a fantasy that has been spread unquestioned
throughout politics, security services and the international
media.
Of course there are dangerous and fanatical individuals and
groups around the world who have been inspired by extreme
Islamist ideas, and who will use the techniques of mass terror—
the attacks on America and Madrid make this only too clear.
But the nightmare vision of a uniquely powerful hidden
organization waiting to strike our societies is an illusion. But
powerful groups seize on nightmare fantasies to restore their
power and authority. The Power of Nightmares indicates that at
the heart of the fantasy are two groups: the American neoconservatives and the radical Islamists. Together they have
created today’s nightmare vision of an organized terror network.

It All Started Long Ago

The documentary flashes back to show the origins of the rise of
the politics of fear in 1949 with two men, Leo Strauss and Sayyed
Kotbe whose radical ideas would influence modern world neoconservative movements. Both these men believed that
American liberal freedoms were eroding the bonds that held
society together. The two ideological movements they inspired
set out, in their different ways, to rescue their societies from this
decay. And, in an age of growing disillusion with politics, the
neo-conservatives turned to fear in order to pursue their vision.
They created a vastly exaggerated hidden network of evil run
by the Soviet Union that only they could see. The Islamists were
faced by the refusal of the masses to follow their dream and
SEEDS from page 6
Sector Review.
Groups such as the National Farmers Union and the
Canadian Organic Growers have been particularly vocal
encouraging their members to write in protest of the review. The
Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), the federal body
responsible for the administration of seeds and plant breeding
regulations, is currently assessing the review and has recently
concluded a period of public consultation during which other
agricultural stakeholders were allowed to provide comment.
Originally a very limited, obscure, and arguably orchestrated
process, protests by the National Farmers Union encouraged the
CFIA to open and extend the public consultation process. It is
not clear when the CFIA will announce the conclusion of their
assessment process.

Percy Schmeiser Case

No accounting of the increasingly corporate Canadian seed
industry would be complete without a mention of Percy
Schmeiser, a Saskatchewan farmer charged in 1997 for illegally
saving Monsanto’s ‘Roundup Ready’ canola seed. Over six years
of litigation, Percy Schmeiser maintained that his fields were
contaminated by pollen from neighbouring fields planted with
Roundup Ready canola and by seeds that blew off passing trucks
on their way to a nearby processing plant.
Despite strong evidence supporting the claim of
contamination, on May 2004 in a highly controversial decision
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EXPECT A ROARING SUCCESS

turned to terror against their own people to ‘see the truth.’
On December 25, 1979, Soviet forces invaded Afghanistan.
The invasion gave a common cause to an extraordinary alliance
of radical Islamists in Afghanistan and around the world and to
the neo-conservatives in the US. It was a key battleground of the
Cold War. Washington provided money and arms to the
Afghanis, including even Stinger missiles capable of shooting
down Soviet helicopters. But it was Islamic Mujahideen fighters
who would fire them. Among the many foreigners drawn to
Afghanistan was a young, wealthy Saudi called Osama Bin
Laden. He was seen by neo-conservatives back then in
Washington as one of their foot soldiers, fighting America’s
cause.
After nearly 10 years of fighting, Soviet troops pulled out of
Afghanistan. Both the neo-conservatives and the Islamists
claimed that it was they who defeated what each called the ‘evil
empire’ and now had the power to transform the world. But both
failed in their revolutions.
The neo-conservatives turned to making Bill Clinton into an
enemy, hyping the the scandal surrounding him and Monica
Lewinsky. George Bush Jr was elected and surrounded himself
with the same neo-con team that had convinced Ronald Reagan
of the evil empire and America’s destiny to control the world to
save it. Meanwhile, the Islamists descended into a desperate
cycle of violence and terror to try to persuade people to follow
them. Out of all this comes the seeds of the strange world of
fantasy, deception, violence and fear in which we now live.
A small group of Islamist extremists with a few hundred
thousand dollars wrought the devastating attack on the World
Trade Center on September 11, 2001, while Bush’s neo-con team
were looking the other way— still seeing Russia and China as the
big threat to the US. Undaunted and exploiting the shock of the
American people, the neo-conservatives reconstructed the
radical Islamists in the image of their old evil enemy, the Soviet
Union; promoting the image of a sinister web of terror run by
Osama Bin Laden in his lair in Afghanistan. Did 9-11 happen
because of the power and might of Osama Bin Laden? No, it was
because of the incompetence of the US administration and the
US national security services.

Nightmares Not Real

The Power of Nightmares reveals that wherever researchers
have looked for this al-Qaeda organization, from the mountains
of Afghanistan to the ‘sleeper cells’ in America, the British and
Americans are chasing a phantom enemy.
The same conclusion was reached in 2001 by a study from
prestigious Monterey Institute of International Studies in
California. It was Western officials who imposed the name ‘alQaeda’ on to disparate radical Islamic groups and who blew
Osama bin Laden’s power and reach ‘out of proportion’.
In the film, account of people held under the draconian antiterrorism measures show farcical perversions of common sense
and the most basic justice. What about those al-Qaeda suspects
held without trial? The US paid a large dollar bounty to Afghan
fighters who brought in ‘al-Qaeda’ members.

A Turning Point

Canadians are poised to give our consent to government to do
away with our freedoms on the pretext that CSIS and the CIA
have to protect us from the al-Qaida conspiracy theory. Justice
Minister McLellan has bought into the nightmare and the Bush
version of the world. She threatens us with the spectre of Osama
Bin Laden’s al-Qaeda hit list. Such is the political power of the
nightmare.
We have little time to act to protect our Canadian
constitutional rights and freedoms. 0
the Supreme Court ruled 5 to 4 in favour of Monsanto, stating
that Schmeiser had infringed on Monsanto’s legal rights under
the Canadian Patent Act by ‘using the companies patented gene
when he harvested and sold his crop.’ In the process the court
established a number of significant precedents that undoubtedly
bolstered the Canadian seed sector’s interest in having the CFIA
approve and implement the recommendations outlined in their
review document.
For starters, while the court ruled in favour of Monsanto it
refused to exact the requested punitive damages which would have
rendered the Schmeisers both destitute and homeless, choosing
instead to limit the damages to the assessed value of the 1997
canola crop. The upshot of this is that this decision reduces the
ability and therefore incentive for companies like Monsanto to
threaten financial reprisals on inadvertent patent infringers.
Secondly and potentially more problematic, was the court’s
controversial recognition of a patent infringement that seemly
ignored the highly publicized 2002 Supreme Court’s ‘Harvard or
Oncomouse Decision’ which ruled that higher life forms cannot
be patented in Canada. Only 18 months later, five of the nine
justices ruled in favour of Monsanto concluding that higher life
forms containing a single patented gene are effectively the
property of the owner of the single patented gene. It was hardly
the definitive precedent that Monsanto was hoping for.

The World Is Watching

Arguably of much greater long-term importance was the extent
to which the case exposed to the world Monsanto’s behaviour
toward Schmeiser and hundreds of other farmers. Ann Clark, a
noted University of Guelph agronomist, sums up this effect in
her excellent assessment of this decision stating:
‘Through countless speeches, in unnumbered countries, over
the past 7 years, Schmeiser has informed, mobilized, and
integrated an ever-widening circle of people—people who are
going to have to pay the downstream costs of bio-technology.
Everyone from environmentalists, scientists, and homemakers,
to elevator operators, religious groups, grocery chain operators,
food processors, and policymakers has now been awakened to
the implications of farming as envisioned by Monsanto.

SEEDS, please turn to facing page
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EDITORIAL from page 4
singing in unison, and the as yet unexplained intervention of an
RCMP moving van (enter, stage right).
But this is not, and has never been, a production in which the
audience could participate. Reams of legislation which made
drastic changes to the balance between corporate interests and
public interests were adopted without meaningful debate in the
legislature, the press, or in public.
And as the play moves into the election campaign, this nonparticipation continues. A new budget was tabled, but the
legislature was dismissed without any opportunity for debate. The
budget contained an unexplained ‘economic development’ fund,
which turned out to be the bag of bribes. The Premier speaks only
to cheering crowds, carefully selected because they will sing his
praises in the appropriate key. Liberal candidates don’t appear at
all-candidates’ meetings. Dubya meets blacktop politics.

It’s Not Over Till The Fat Lady Sings

Gilbert and Sullivan might have done it better—but they would
have appreciated the buildup to the climax: the introduction of
an unexplained (but ‘balanced’) budget to build suspense; the
sudden silence some weeks ago as the chorus was banished to
the wings, and the advance to centre stage of the ‘very image of
a modern major general.’
You may also have noticed that the ticket prices have changed
since you came into the theatre. There’s now a separate entrance
for box holders; the rest of the audience had to queue in the rain.
But don’t leave now. You don’t know how it’s going to end! This
could be, after all, one of those modern productions, in which the
audience, not the scriptwriter, gets to decide the ending. And the
ending should depend not on the quality of the acting (which is
usually worse than average), or the volume of announcements
(loud), but on the believability of the plot.
And the plot may not just be another in the long series of
bedroom farces for which this theatre is notorious, but may in fact

SEEDS from previous page
Externalized effects on non-adopting farmers, on seed savers, on
the integrity of heirloom varieties, on narrowing crop
biodiversity, and on property rights have now been exposed for
all to see, to debate, and to act upon.
By broadening the impacted and engaged community, the
Schmeisers have effectively shifted the balance of power between
Monsanto and farmers, to the great and lasting benefit of farmers.’

But This Is Canada!

However most Canadians remain oblivious to the struggle for
control and ownership of seeds, in spite of the work being done
by the Schmeisers, the National Farmers Union and others. This
may be because the struggle involves complex national and
international agreements that are hard for the media, much less
those involved, to distill down to succinct, understandable
ramifications and consequences. It also may be a result of our
general lack of interest in how our food is produced and
conveyed from the field to our plate.
Twenty-five years ago Canada had a public seed system—a
result of the sharing and exchange of seeds between farmers,
formal seed breeders, and public, that is government and
university-run seed breeding programs. Today the Canadian
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be a tragedy of epic proportions.

Possible Ending #1

What’s different about the play this time? Well, for one thing, it’s
not written for the people of the province; it’s written, again
Bush-like, for a limited audience of business owners, oilmen,
and economists. They’re the ones you see laughing at the bits you
didn’t think were funny. They’re sitting comfortably in the boxes
while you are standing in the pit.
At the end of this performance, the lights will go black on an
empty stage. The audience will go back out in the rain. The cast
party will be held elsewhere.

Possible Ending #2

As an alternative, even a mediocre attempt at the real purposes
of government would be better. More than one party offers this
option. So Now for Something Completely Different: an equally
dramatic ending.
Let’s look at governments in Canada as imperfect,
democratic institutions, elected by and representing all citizens,
to ensure the quality of life of all citizens. So real government is
not just a ‘business,’ or just for business. It’s not that narrow or
that simple, and it can’t be done by narrow or simple people.
Real government sets many lofty goals. They include, at the
least, basic human rights and the opportunity for selffulfillment, security against misfortune, illness, or injury, the
opportunity for education, the preservation of the environment,
a guarantee of social and legal justice, and protection against
exploitation by others, corporations, and government itself. And
the right to the whole truth. Quality of life is measured on many
bottom lines, not just one.
If the members of the audience want this different ending,
they must exercise the right to vote, to change the substance of
the performance. So at least, when the lights go up, they get to
party with the cast, on stage. 0
seed system has been radically transformed by private interests
and our government is dangerously close to handing over what
remains of the public aspect of this system to a handful of large,
transnational corporations
This seed system—now an industry—is being transformed,
succumbing to the effects of patent law and other intellectual
property regimes, corporate consolidation, government
manoeuvering and cutbacks further encouraging the
participation and interest of profit-hungry transnational
corporations who are given more responsibility for the
maintenance of this public interest by our seemly emasculated
government. In the words of Devin Kuyek, author of the report
Stolen Seeds, ‘our public goods are being destroyed to make way
for private profit and the seed saving and plant breeding
practices at the heart of our seed system are being criminalised.’
And in the process, thorny but critically important issues of
sustainability, fairness, social and ecological responsibility and
citizenship are being overlooked or dismissed.
The situation has all the characteristics and challenges
associated with leaving a fox in charge of a henhouse. Hardly a
Canadian thing to do, eh?! 0
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ONE TONNE from page 8
RW: Yes, leaders arise when they fit a certain political and
social climate and that happens for good and for ill. Adolf Hitler
probably wouldn’t have gone very far if it hadn’t been for the
destruction of Germany in World War I and the psychological
effect of that terrible war. Conversely when there are serious
problems there are good people who rise.
However we cannot just rely on leaders. Having a good man
(or woman) at the top is not going to solve everything. Nelson
Mandela didn’t solve the problems of South Africa—they are still
very serious. These people are important as symbols but we have
to realize that in a democracy, everybody has to take
responsibility. Our best first step is understanding how serious
the problems of the 21st century are likely to be.
Get involved? Visit www.saltspring-onetonnechallenge.org. 0
LETTERS from page 7
experience in teaching, creative arts and in volunteer work.
Ken has been an advocate for social and environmental justice
for over 15 years. He has been involved in actions to protect
Carmanah and Clayoquot Rainforests, to promote peace, and
to reduce poverty. A strong advocate for clean energies and
sustainable community, Ken is co-founder of the SEEDS
EcoVillage Society, SSI BioDiesel, SSI CommUNITY
Newspaper, and the Island Reels (locally made) film festival.
He has been a ‘Green’ since 1992.

Not Right About Rights

Dear Editor:
Recently many newspapers ran a Canadian government ad
saying that ‘Section 15 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms guarantees everyone in Canada is equal under the
law.’ This statement is completely false.
Residents and those who may be considering moving to the
Gulf Islands should know, that while the Islands Trust and CRD
both wrap themselves in lofty platitudes, printed on recycled
paper, their lawyers state, (in court) these governments are
under no obligation to enforce their laws, in any way.
I recently initiated Small Claims Court actions against the
Islands Trust and the CRD because neither will enforce any laws
against industrial operations which are devaluing several
properties on Salt Spring Island. Thereby denying neighbors
their charter right to the equal benefit and protection of the law
(Charter Right, Section 15). The judge refused to hear my
charter argument. I was told that I would have to take this
matter to a higher court.
I have written two letters to Irwin Cottler, Canada’s Attorney
General asking why as a resident of the Gulf Islands I am not
entitled to the equal protection of the law, as per the Charter and
why the Canadian Charter is not applicable in BC Small Claims
Court—no reply.
The provincial Liberals cancelled legal aid in BC and have
made access to lawyers a ‘just-us’ system, largely impossible for
those who aren’t extremely wealthy.
The truth is, there are no Charter Rights in BC for those who
aren’t in a position to mount Supreme Court actions. So why is the
federal government spending our tax dollars, to spread this lie?
Tom Pickett, Salt Spring Island 0
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Great Bear Rainforest V ~ Film Review by Mike Logan

Salmon, Spirits, and Scat: National Geographic
Captures the Great Bear

April 30 marked the Canada-wide release of the
National Geographic Society’s Last Stand of
the Great Bear, a documentary about the Great
Bear Rainforest, one of the last remaining and
most beautiful stretches of untamed temperate
rainforest in the world. The cinematography is
replete with resplendent shots typical of
National Geographic films. Right from the
outset, the deep, rich bass voice of the narrator
lets us know that in this corner of the world,
‘science finds magic made real.’ After all, ‘these
islands remain lost to time.’
The intricacies of wildlife in the Great Bear,
as well as the passions of the Raincoast
Society’s staff that strive to protect it from
further exploitation, are the primary focus of
this movie. It’s filled with evocative, memorable
images and impassioned voices. The mood of
this documentary is not sombre, however, but
reverent. Referring to nature as ‘magic,’ wildlife
as ‘mythica,’ and trees as ‘cathedrals,’ it clearly
demonstrates the view that a deep respect for
nature will help to preserve the wild spaces for
future generations. Salmon, the all-white Spirit
bears, coastal wolves (expert swimmers), and
grizzlies all receive prime billing.
One of the most frantic and tense moments
of the film comes when a grizzly invades coastal
wolf turf, thinking it safe to poach an easy meal
of fish. Seven wolves give swift chase to the

lumbering beast, forcing it to retreat into the
woods. Raincoast Society biologist Chris
Darimont calls it ‘a wise move, given that even
grizzly bear remains have been found in wolf
scat here,’ Darimont talks of finding evidence
that wolves consume moose as well as bears.
Chester Starr, a First Nations also known as
‘Lone Wolf’, is another member of the
Raincoast team. He is comfortable out here,
even plucking a giant salmon from the river
with his bare hands.
Stretching across a short spawning season,
the documentary tries to capture all the
majesty, mystery and man-made mayhem of
the Great Bear Rainforest in just 50 minutes.
Though it’s an impossible feat, it does a
remarkable job, and is real, raw, powerful and
haunting like the voices of forgotten ancestors.
The message of the film, ultimately, is one of
hope. Members of Raincoast Society, disturbed
at the hubris of modern human development
assure viewers that a chance for redemption
still exits. The conclusion of the film is
inescapable: there is still time to preserve the
Great Bear Rainforest as an intact ecosystem—
but it’s a race against time.
Keep your eye open for screenings and treat
yourself to this journey into the heart of an
ecosystem as vital to British Columbia as the
sea itself. 0

Christine HUNT
Saanich North and the Islands

NO to 4 more years of
Gordon Campbell's Liberals

to caring, compassionate
leadership
X

Vote HUNT to preserve and protect our
agricultural land, unique parks, air and water.
• www.christinehunt.bc.ndp.ca
• christine_hunt_ndp@shaw.ca
110 Jackson Ave.
Ganges
250-537-6929

Accommodation & Attractions
Authorized by David Olsen, Financial Agent, 250-655-2940

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands

F A I R F I E L D , V I C TO R I A
Large room, full bath,
separate entrance. 2 mins
from beach. 5 mins from
Beacon Hill Park.
$45
250-386-3346

Delia’s Shangri-La
Oceanfront B&B
360º Breathtaking
Oceanfront Views

SUNSHINE
HILLS
B&B

OCEAN VIEWS &
REASONABLE RATES
On North Pender Island
Tel: 250-629-6497

The Haven B&B
In Peaceful Victoria

Each luxury suite offers a
private entrance, deck, hot
tub,
ensuite,
fireplace,
satellite TV, microwave and
bar fridge.

Quiet location, close to
university + hospital.
Organic breakfasts.
Ensuite. $40-$60

www.penderislandshangrila.com

250-598-7015

1-877-629-2800

On April 14 in New York, international singersongwriter Raffi Cavoukian, a longtime
champion of children and ecology, received a
stewardship award from The Chlorine Free
Products Association (CFPA).
Raffi, who is known to millions as the
children’s troubadour, created The Troubadour
Foundation, based on Mayne Island. He has
entertained countless fans with songs full of
positive messages and memorable melodies. For
the past decade he has been a global advocate for
children, advancing his philosophy of Child
Honouring. Child Honouring is both a way of life
and an organizing principle for a culture of
peace—a revolution in values that calls for a
profound redesign of society.
‘We can best create a humane and
sustainable world,’ Raffi says, ‘by addressing the
needs of the very young. It starts with respect for
the child as a whole person. That leads us to
question everything, from the corporate
presence in our schools to our stewardship of the
planet and the way we measure economic
progress—even the paper we use.’
The CFPA Steward Award recognizes

Email: sunhills@cablelan.net

www.sunshinehillsbb.com

CAMPGROUND

In the filtered sunlight of an old
forest. 1o min walk via Mouat Park
trails to Ganges or 3 min drive.
Visa, Mastercard, AmEx

305 Rainbow Rd

Salt Spring Island

250-537-4346

gardenfaire@saltspring.com

Visit our
advertisers
online:

www.islandtides.com

Enjoy!

individuals, corporations, governments, and
other organizations based on their dynamic
leadership roles in fostering social,
environmental and economic responsibility. ‘It is
a great privilege for me to present the Steward
Award to a longtime champion of children and
ecology,’ said Archie Beaton executive director of
the CFPA. ‘Raffi is a member of the Order of
Canada and a recipient of the UN's Earth
Achievement Award. His ecology album
Evergreen Everblue is my favourite.’
Because chlorine bleaching creates
persistent pollutants that pose a serious health
threat, particularly to children, Raffi has
worked tirelessly for over 10 years to support
and encourage the use of chlorine-free papers.
His company, Troubadour Music Inc, uses
chlorine-free products in all aspects of its work
and has secured from Random House a
contractual obligation to publish all Raffi’s
children’s books on chlorine-free paper.
Troubadour also convinced Rounder Records
and Universal Music Canada to do the same for
all the printed components of Raffi’s CDs and
DVDs. 0

How BC’s Big Picture Has Changed

Marjorie Griffen Cohen who is Chair of Women’s Studies, Professor of Political Science/Women’s
Studies at Simon Fraser University, former Director of BC Hydro and contributor to Canadian
Centre for Policy Alternatives, sums up the last four years of public policy changes in BC.
• Three-week ‘wait period’ required
Taxation
• More restrictive definition of disability and
• Personal tax cuts that gave most benefits to
more difficult application process
those with high incomes
•
Elimination of assistance for full-time post• Increases in regressive taxes, including MSP
secondary students
premiums, tobacco, alcohol and gas taxes,
• Appeals process limited
and other licenses and fees
• Elimination of provincial sales tax on
machinery and equipment
• Corporate income tax cuts and elimination of
the corporate capital tax Social services

Education & Training

YES

1207 Verdier Ave.
Brentwood Bay
250-655-2940

Raffi receives environmental
stewardship award

• Post-secondary tuition freeze ended in
2002—since then, tuition increased by 76%
(inflation adjusted)
• Real funding per K-12 student (adjusted for
inflation and student enrollment) dropped
since 2001 (trend reverses as of 2005)
• 2,558 fewer teachers
• 113 neighbourhood schools closed
• 14,000 students displaced
• Shift to 4-day school week in some districts
• Cuts to special education
• Rise of private school funding
• Elimination of Industry Training &
Apprenticeship Commission (ITAC)

Social Assistance

Legal Services

• Legal aid cut by approximately 40%, full-time
staff cut from 460 to 155, and the number of
legal aid offices reduced from 42 to 7
• Poverty law legal aid eliminated
• Family law legal aid restricted to emergency
situations— where there is a threat to
someone’s safety or concern of a spouse
fleeing the province with children
• Funding cuts of over $1.5 million to victim’s
assistance and sexual assault programs

Changes to Social Services

• Cut $24 million in childcare subsidies
(partially reinstated) • Revoked legislation
that capped parents’ costs for before and after
school programs to $7/day
• Changes to Residential Tenancy Act to
enable landlords to raise rents annually by
two percentage points above the rate of
inflation
• Funding for women’s centres eliminated

• 30% cut to Ministry of Human Resources
Health Care
budget (more than $600 million over 3 years)
• 36 welfare offices closed
• Closure of long-term care facilities (net
• Ministry staff cut by 459 full-time positions
reduction of long-term care beds)
• Cuts to benefits for single parents and older
• Cuts to home support and home care
recipients and tighter eligibility rules
• Reduction in acute care hospital beds
• Two-year time limit rule instituted
• Increased costs for seniors’ drugs
• Two-year independence test instituted
• De-listing of health care services, such as eye
• Elimination of earnings exemptions (for all
exams and supplemental health therapies
but those with disabilities)
• Pharmacare changes shifting more of the
• Elimination of $100 child support
cost of prescription drugs onto individuals.
exemptions
Visit: www.policyalternatives.ca/
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