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Going to the
Websters
Christa Grace-Warrick
Sitting with 700 other media folk in the
Westin-Bayshore
ballroom
in
Vancouver, watching details of all the
finalist articles of this year’s Jack
Webster awards, was a treat.
There was Island Tides’ banner and
the headlines of the
four articles for which
writer Patrick Brown
was a finalist. There
we were on the big
screens alongside the
dailies — what a
thrill!
This is the first
year that Island Tides has nominated
articles by its contributors. We were met
by instant success when Brown’s suite of
articles in the Busines, Industry &
Economics category was named one of
three finalists, competing with The
Globe and Mail and The Province (see
also letter from Patrick, page 4) .
Brown was looking fully recovered
from his recent open heart surgery, with
his new pacemaker pulsing away. His
family had joined him for the occasion.
Article after article of telling
journalism was screened between the
courses of the very fine dinner; the
finalists were profiled and winners were
announced.
In the packed ballroom, featured
speaker Peter Mansbridge, ‘The
National’ anchorman, asked BC’s media
what responsibility Canadian media bore
for the poor voter turn-out in October’s
federal election. What, he wanted to
know, should media do differently?

Jack Webster
As Western Canada’s best-known and
most influential reporter, Jack Webster
left his mark on the BC journalism scene
with his hard-hitting reporting style.
Founded in 1986, The Jack Webster
Foundation carries on Webster’s legacy
by promoting and recognizing the
achievements of BC-based reporters.

What’s Next?
Spending a rather sleepless night,
looking down from the 12th floor into
Coal Harbour and taking in the glittering
rim of downtown Vancouver and the
Burrard Inlet, gave a few hours to digest
the event. What’s next?
First of all a big thank you to all our
writers, who are the heart of the
newspaper for our readers.
Island Tides will be entering its
twentieth year of publication with the
December 11 edition and I am
embarking on writing a book about the
whole amazing adventure. ✐

Photo: Henny Schnare, www.henny.ca

An answer to affordable housing? Visitors admire Galiano’s prototype EcoPad currently doubling as a campaign office for Islands
Trust candidates Louise Decario and Sandy Pottle. EcoPad originator Tom Hennessy and Ken Hancock, CRD Director candidate, talk
to Louise and Sandy in the doorway. The self-sufficient EcoPad, which fulfills local health and building bylaw requirements, will be
featured in our next edition. In the meantime, pay it a visit at Daystar Market, while it’s there.

Salmon farming effects reported to
United Nations
International environmentalists, First
Nations, scientists, tourism operators and
owners, and fishermen/women met in
Chile, Norway and Canada to talk about
the impact of salmon farms. Joined by
people from Scotland, United Kingdom
and the US, they are sending a ‘Declaration
Against Unsustainable Salmon Farming’
to the United Nations reporting that
industrial salmon farming is using the
same ruinous tactics worldwide.
‘They came into my territory and
denied, delayed, distracted us from the
truth for 20 years with no regard for their
impact on the environment and my
people.’ states Bob Chamberlin chief of the
Kwicksutaineuk/Ah-kwa-mish
First
Nation in Canada.
Industrial net pen salmon farming
originated in Norway then moved into
Scotland, Ireland, Canada and is now
spreading rapidly through Chile at huge
ecological cost. Scientific studies show that
wild salmon populations are crashing
wherever there are salmon farms due to
pathogen amplification and genetic
pollution, but the damage runs much
deeper, the declaration says.
Declaration signatories were in united
opposition to the current practices of
industrial salmon farming: citing not only
damage to wild salmon, but also labour
law infractions in Chile, viral epidemics,
impact on the indigenous Sami of Norway
and First Nations in Canada, fouling of
local food resources with drug and waste
releases, as well as reduction of the global
food supply—destroying more wild fish
than farming produces.
‘I’m deeply ashamed as a Norwegian.
After damaging our wild salmon, the
industrial salmon farmers are fouling the
pristine waters of Canada and Chile.

is now available at these

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd
South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall
Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

Nobody in Norway knows about this, but I
will tell them,’ warned Kurt Oddekalv of
Green Warriors of Norway.
Anne Mosness, of the United States ‘Go
Wild Campaign’ says, ‘In Washington and
Maine massive escapes, diseases and the
possibility of genetically engineered fish
and offshore farms pose huge risks to the
viability of our oceans. We cannot ignore
our obligation to future generations to
keep our oceans alive.’
The 1995 United Nations Code of
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries states
‘As a primary goal, aquaculture
development should conserve genetic
diversity and minimize negative effects of
farmed fish on wild fish populations, while
increasing supplies of fish for human
consumption.’
‘We declare each of these principles
violated by today’s salmon farmers,’ says
Canadian biologist Alexandra Morton.
While some would like to see salmon
farms in closed tanks, Dr Wolfram Heise,
of Chile states: ‘It is simply not possible to
produce salmon in a sustainable way. You
will never get it into ecological balance.
There is no right way of doing the wrong
thing! This industry plunders the wild fish
stocks of the oceans and destroys the
coastal marine ecosystems which will need
decades to recover, if ever.’
Signatories say they have spent years
working to protect their coastlines from
salmon farming with little result and have
come together in a global response to a
global industry.
They invite others to sign the
Declaration Against Unsustainable
Salmon
Farming
at:
www.ourglobalocean.org.

SERIOUS COFFEE

Election tactics? Release of
in-camera minutes
At an Trust Executive meeting on Wednesday, November 5, the
issue of releasing in-camera minutes contrary to the policy of the
Islands Trust was discussed.
On October 24, Galiano Local Trust Committee members
had voted in a Resolution Without Meeting (RWM), to release
certain documents from a July 20, 2005 in-camera meeting,
minutes which are normally subject to solicitor/client privilege.
The minutes had to do with Islands Trust staff advice to
former trustees, Sheila Anderson and Louise Decario to pursue
bylaw enforcement cases against three Forest lot owners who
were deemed in contravention of Galiano’s bylaws for
constructing buildings. The minutes were only one section of the
record on those bylaw infraction issue.
Awhisper campaign based on the commencement of these
prosecutions may have caused the defeat of incumbents
Anderson and Decario in the November 2005 local election.
Decario is a candidate in Saturday’s election.
The RWM to disclose in-camera minutes was proposed by
Roy Smith and seconded by Michael Sharp. Roy Smith is
currently candidate for CRD Director and Michael Sharp is
running again as Islands Trustee.
Gary Steeves, the third member of the Galiano LTC, says that
he voted against the resolution to breach confidentiality for
three reasons:
• he saw no good public policy reason to do so;
• the Islands Trust has a policy that in-camera documents are
subject to solicitor/client privilege; and
• at the last Trust Council, rules for conduct of election
campaigns were adopted. In his opinion, the release of these
MINUTES, turn to page 2

Election Day is
Saturday,

November 15,
2008
Incorrect information appeared in the ﬂyer (inserted
in the October 30 Island Tides) regarding the day on
which the Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee
Referendum will occur. Voting is on November 15.

locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Nanaimo—Across from the Hospital
Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza
Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Campbell River—Island Highway near Larwood Rd
Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave
Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave
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Doppelgängers ~ Patrick Brown
’ ve been a fan of Patrick Brown for many years—that is—the
other Patrick Brown, the one that kept appearing on the
CBC-TV news, reporting from some improbable location in
Europe or Asia where a revolution was about to happen, was
happening, or had just happened. The quintessential foreign
correspondent, I always thought: slightly disheveled, hadn’t slept
in the last 24 hours, still able to present a brief, cogent,
authoritative summary of what was actually going on and what it
all meant.
Hadn’t seen much of him lately—in fact, it turned out, that his
contract had been terminated by the CBC—to save money, they
said. (Maybe so they could afford to buy ‘Jeopardy’ and ‘Wheel of
Fortune’—all very well; I enjoy these brain-teasers, but not at the
expense of real news). He had ended up in Beijing, making
documentary films.
There’s always been a bit of confusion between us, ever since
I started writing for Island Tides twenty years ago. Our readers
sometimes couldn’t understand how a Pender Islander could be
reporting from Afghanistan, or why.
Anyway, when I learned that Patrick Brown (him, not me)
had written a book about his experiences, I thought—that should
be interesting, and got hold of it this summer.
I emailed him, explaining that we had some things in
common besides our names and suggested we meet sometime.
He replied that he would be coming to Vancouver at the end of
October as part of a book tour, and suggested we take the
opportunity to ‘hold a Patrick Brown convention’ at that time.
As it turned out, that meeting became the target date for my
recovery from my eight-week brush with the scalpel-and-drug
people. So it was a double celebration, and a most enjoyable
evening. I was accompanied by my sister, Pené Hollingworth,
who has been guiding tour groups around China for almost thirty
years; his producer, Yan Yuping, was with him.

I

Butterfly Mind
I started out here to write a book review, though. Patrick’s book
is entitled Butterfly Mind, which he explains was a label applied
to him as a child by one of his teachers. Not, I think, an
inappropriate attribute for a wide-ranging foreign
correspondent, particularly one who pursues the progress of
revolutionary change in many different countries.
Because that is the fabric of this book, which describes nearly
thirty years of reporting from Poland, Romania, Czechoslovakia
and formerly Communist eastern Europe, from Lebanon, the
Philippines, Indonesia, Vietnam, Afghanistan, and finally China.
Reporting not just of the political changes, but the colour; as
befits a television reporter, he writes a vivid picture of what it felt
like to be there, sometimes uncomfortably close to the action,
with bullets close overhead.

So this is a personal story. Reporting, he says early in the
book, is a profession which enabled him to drink during the day,
and his progress into alcoholism paralleled the evolution of his
craft. A romantic combination, which, for him, crashed some
twenty years ago; but he uses the stages of denial, intervention,
and recovery as metaphors for his analysis of revolutionary
change, and why it works, or does not. It’s still important to him.
Which brings us to the third theme of the book, which is the
difference that is China, a society so much apart from the rest
that generalizations and comparisons fail. Patrick is clearly
fascinated by China, and deliberately juxtaposes his adventures
across Europe and Asia with his experiences in China, from
Tienanmin Square in 1989 to the August Olympics, earthquakes,
and Tibetan unrest.
For all my appreciation of the life of an itinerant foreign
correspondent, Patrick’s Chinese stories have the most depth,
insight, and meaning. They are wrapped around particular
individuals who have ‘made a difference’ in Chinese society. They
provide a window into the evolution of China and the growth of
personal freedoms—travel, personal enterprise, the Chinese
Internet—which the Chinese now have; the slow change from a
completely centrist government and economy to today’s unique
mixture of one-party government and capitalist
entrepreneurship.
All in all, a complicated and involving book.

The Browns - Part Two
Patrick and Yan’s day in Vancouver had been arranged, he said,
by his publisher, who scheduled him to start on CBC radio at
6:10am and to finish speaking at the Vancouver Public Library at
9pm. (He left for Beijing the following day.) Since he had arrived
from Montreal the night before, it’s clear that the stamina which
no doubt resulted from years of ad hoc travel was being put to the
test.
Nevertheless, he found time for the ‘Patrick Brown
convention’ late in the afternoon, and expressed interest in and
enthusiasm for community newspapers and the Gulf Islands (I
invited him back). He is, as you would expect, a great and witty
storyteller. Butterfly Mind clearly has been sharpened by thirty
years of reporting.
It was soon time to walk over to the Vancouver Main Library
for his book reading. He anticipated, he said cheerfully, having to
deal with crowds of teenage groupies.
Well, it wasn’t quite like that. When we arrived at the library,
the room in which he was to speak was already packed—it was
clearly too small. The first few minutes of his presentation were
interrupted by a growing din from outside the door, where a
TWO BROWNS, please turn to page 5

Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
Rivulets and puddles, streams, cascades of water off the roofs
jumping the gutters—anything not on an incline is holding
water—what a rain! When I opened the small door to the chicken
house, chickens began to pour out as usual, but once the lead
chickens figured out that they were getting soaked they made a
tight U-turn right into their on-coming flock mates. The dogs
were frantic to get in. Despite knowing that scratching on the
front door is verboten, they risked it anyway.

Hallowe’en
Hallowe’en night on Saturna Island is always delightful, though
sometimes rainy and sometimes not warm enough. Lots of
former-Islanders and off-Islanders bring their kids to share in
this yearly event. Saturna kids carve pumpkins at school and
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these are set out for all to see, golden glowing faces. The kids
were all dressed up in their costumes, eating hot dogs cooked by
Hubertus and drinking hot chocolate from a parents group’s vat.
The fire department had a bonfire going in the parking lot at
the Rec Centre and a topnotch display of fireworks—wider, taller,
more colorful and astonishing than ever before. We screamed
and hooted and oohhed and ahhed as clouds of smoke rolled
over us and whistlers and screamers shot into the starry night.
The Big Hair Style event took place during the Halloween
Party at the pub. Besides several thousand dollars that Jennifer
Nilson-O’Hara and Chelsea Money had raised as pledges before
the great head shave for cancer and multiple sclerosis research,
much more money was raised during the event as people vied to
have the honour of cutting off swathes of lovely long hair.
All in all over $5,000 dollars was raised. More money will
come from selling the shorn hair for wigs. The two young women

YOUR BUSINESS
HERE!

documents contravened that agreement.
The question he asked was, ‘’If there were not an election
would you be doing this?’ He thought not.
Galianoites are asking, if not an election smear, why were the
entire materials about the bylaw infraction and enforcement
issue not released last month?
At the public part of Trust Executive’s meeting, Chair Kim
Benson indicated she would ask Chief Executive Officer, Linda
Adams about the release of the minutes.
Such a contravention of policy may set a damaging precedent
for the Trust Area. ✐

Call Us Toll Free For Quotes On
• Homeowners
• Commercial

• Farm
• Bed & Breakfasts

SALT SPRING ISLAND:
Mike Garside • 250-537-5527
1103–115 Fulford-Ganges Road

SIDNEY:
Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
A2–9769 Fifth Street

BRENTWOOD BAY:
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
7178 W. Saanich Rd

OAK BAY:
Gary Law • 250-592-5544
112-2187 Oak Bay Avenue

SAANICHTON:
DAN OLIVE • 1-877-633-0877
Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd., 2-7855 East Saanich Road

www.seafirstinsurance.com
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November Good Life ~ Brian Crumblehulme
W
hen rain is a let to thy doings abroad.
Set threshers a threshing, to work a good load.’
Thomas Tusser, 1557

h at is the difference between a real gardener and a
glossy magazine reader? On a cold day when the rain
is dripping from the gutters, the real gardener can’t
wait to get outside.
This winter I’m putting in a new kitchen garden and there is so
much to do between the rains. The fence is in and the first trench
dug and filled with compost and manure, so last week we
ceremoniously planted the first four trees: a dwarf cherry, another
fig, and two more apples. Plums and raspberries go in next. This is
the season for planting fruit and ornamental trees as long as the
ground is drained. One day after a heavy rain the earth on our
terrace garden was still light and friable, a perfect time to move
roses and plant out the wallflowers I germinated in summer.
The lower garden tends towards gumbo for a few days
following rain which is why I use a trench method to allow runoff water to drain away. Speaking of trenches, I had a heated
discussion with a friend the other day who impertinently
referred to my trench as a ditch! A ditch is kept open for drainage
—a trench is for filling in, in this case with compost for fruit trees
or next year’s sweet peas.
For anyone with a large rhubarb or asparagus bed the next
three months are ideal for forcing either for winter use. Select a
large dormant crown, clear away any dead leaves and debris,
cover with a layer of clean straw or wood chips, and top with a
thick mound of fresh manure, preferably of the horse variety.
Then cover all this with a tarp to hold in the heat and keep it
relatively dry. In four to six weeks you can pick fresh rhubarb and
asparagus; plan now for Christmas. After harvesting your crop
these roots should be divided and allowed to grow without
picking through next year.
Also for fun, if you have some extra gladioli or lily-of-thevalley, these can be carefully lifted and placed in pots with a good
quality potting compost and brought into gentle heat in perhaps
a cool room, where they will grow and flower indoors in January.
There is still time on any dry day to sow winter peas and
beans, or set out garlic and onion sets. They all require welldrained earth and the latter will need lots of compost and
seaweed. Most of my winter salads are now established and
growing crazily so I watch for signs of frost. Two or three degrees
are okay but lower than that, I make mini-greenhouse shelters
with recycled plate glass windows that warm up in the sun and
protect from cold, wind and heavy rain.
Some gardeners wait until spring before pruning roses;
perhaps it’s my impatience but I like doing this job at the year’s
end, not the beginning. Many roses will still be straggling on with
late flowers and if they look okay, then fine. Otherwise this is the
opportunity to prune them back into a snow-resistant shape and
allow them to rest awhile.
Roses, the result of centuries of breeding, politics, and terms
of endearment, are at their best when they are civil which is why
they must be pruned, shaped, organized and given a form from
which to grow and improvise. Better not to wear gloves. Thorns
represent the wild side of the rose, and symbolism aside, a few
pricks and scratches incur respect. It’s a felt experience not an
abstraction.
Pruning shears should fit snugly into the palm of the hand
and they should be sharp. I still regret those hacked and torn
branches that I chewed off because the steel was dull. Rose
pruners come in two styles, the anvil and the parrot beak, the
names are descriptive. The anvil is like a miniature chopping
block; the blade comes down onto a flat base, and for this you
must hold the twig onto the tool. I prefer the parrot beak. At one
and the same time it is like a menacing weapon and a delicate
extension of your hand. Pet-store owners warn customers to
keep their hands away from the parrot’s cage, ‘that beak can take
your finger off’, but the same bird can with incredible dexterity
gently select and turn a tiny
seed with the finesse of a
watchmaker.
With these pruners, I can
feel my way into the compass
of the bush, move or push
aside leaves without damage
and locate just the right twig
for shortening. Take out the
dead ones first. Some shoots
die back in the winter so they
will only rot if left. Then clip off
any small or minor shoots for
they will be too weak to
support much growth and will
in all probability fall over with
the weight of the first flowers.
#6
Expert gardeners tell us to
open up the centre of the

W
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plants and allow air to flow through. I like to imagine the rose is
a hand reaching up; it should be open and generous, not closed
or with fingers crossed. The spreading branches should point up
and out, strong and with a sense of determination as though
grasping the sun. A few inches off the top of any small bush is
usually sufficient to create a feeling of balance and integrity,
unsymmetrically symmetrical, where each bud and shoot is
spatially oriented to the others.
Talking to them, cleaning them, feeding them, and listening
to them is our way of coming to terms with the wild and the
civilized sides of our being. We extend to them in
anthropomorphic ways for that is the only way we know; and
with a little sensitivity we can also be receptive to their ways of
communicating what they know.
Examine each bush as you go, looking for signs of new shoots
or damage that may require attention; then put them to sleep
with a handful of bone meal and a shovel full of manure. They
may look dormant, but the nutrients taken up by the roots in
winter will provide the necessary minerals for strong shoots in
early spring.
Two things the white-tailed deer are passionate about are
roses and tulips, so why not plant the two together behind the
fence, with a few winter pansies or violets, followed by early
tulips, crowned by a glorious summer of roses, where each
neighbour succeeds the other in colour and height?

Corporate Retreats
Looking for a new place for your retreat?
Clam Bay Island Retreat offers you a special place
away from the hustle and bustle of urban life, yet only
25 minutes flying time from Vancouver.
Located by the ocean on Pender Island in BC’s Southern Gulf Islands.

Website: www.clambay.com
Contact Lesley: 250-629-6313
For reservations or further information
Email: info@clambay.com

If the power goes out, will you be ready?
• Residential, Industrial
• Automatic Standby &

November Recipes

Portable generators

• Sales, parts, service

Velvet Garlic Soup: Prep 20 minutes, cooking 20 minutes
Serves 4
4 cups chicken consommé (or
miso)
6 cloves garlic, chopped
1 sprig fresh sage
1 egg
Juice of 1 lemon
1 tsp cornstarch

1⁄2 cup heavy cream
tsp sugar
1 sprig fresh thyme, finely
chopped
Salt & pepper
1⁄2 cup of sherry - optional

Coastal Power Service
(250) 383-2536 www.coastalpower.ca

Jay E. Electric

Heat the stock, garlic & sage, and simmer for 15 minutes. Blend
until smooth and return to the pot. Blend the egg, lemon juice,
cornstarch and sugar; add a cup of the soup and blend again.
Return to the pot and reheat gently—do not boil. Whip the cream
with the pepper and thyme. Stir in the sherry and ladle the soup
into bowls, top with the cream mix and serve with fresh baked
bread when the rain is pelting down.

Jeff Edwards
Serving Pender Island and the
Southern Gulf Islands

Traditional Mincemeat: Prep 1 hour, cooking 3-4 hours

250-629-3973
250-217-9500 cell

Makes 4-5 liters
Historically meat was preserved by salting, smoking, drying or
sugaring. Honeyed ham and minced meat are the modern
legacies. In mince pies, the minced and fruited meat was usually
mutton or beef.
1 kilo ground or finely
1 tbsp salt
chopped beef
1 cup molasses
1⁄4 kilo beef suet
1 bottle apple cider
2 kilos (approx) chopped crisp
1 tsp ground mace
apples
1 tbsp ground cinnamon
1 kilo raisins
1 tsp ground cloves
3⁄4 kilo currants
2 tsp ground allspice
3⁄4 cup diced candied citron
2 tsp ground nutmeg
3⁄4 cup diced candied lemon
1⁄2 kilo chopped walnuts
peel
1⁄2 cup lemon juice
1 kilo light brown sugar
1 cup brandy

jay_r_e@shaw.ca

What is a
property worth
without water?

• WATER WELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING
TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

Drilling the Islands since 1965
1-800-746-7444
SSI: 250-537-8456
www.drillwell.com drill@drillwell.com

Place the meat and suet in a heavy kettle and simmer for about
1-1⁄2hours, stirring occasionally. Add all the remaining
ingredients except the lemon juice and brandy. Stirring
frequently, bring the mixture to a boil and simmer slowly for 23 hours with the lid on. Allow to cool overnight. Next day, stir
and gently re-heat until simmering, add the juice and brandy,
pour into sterilized canning jars, seal and cool. Try to keep for at
least one month to allow the flavours to develop. Makes superb
tarts, pies, muffins, and mid-winter gifts. ✐

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

• harvesting
systems
• design
• installation
• service

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

BOB BURGESS

Ark Solar Products Ltd.

tel. 250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnection.com

– 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:

www.rainwaterconnection.com

(250) 386-7643

We’re all about the Islands
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

NANAIMO

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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20,000 copies this issue
Every Second Thursday

SALISH SEA’S ONLY FREE &
MAIL DELIVERY NEWSPAPER

14,000 print copies delivered to
Gulf Islands’ households

3,000 print copies on the Ferry Routes and
in Victoria, Sidney, Mill Bay, Duncan,
Chemainus, Nanaimo, Bowser
& Campbell River
3,000 online pdf readers each edition

www.islandtides.com

ISLAND TIDES PUBLISHING Ltd
Box 55, Pender Island, BC, V0N 2M0
Owner, Publisher & Editor: Christa Grace-Warrick
Contributors: Patrick Brown, Priscilla Ewbank
Henny Schnare, Brian Crumblehulme

Tel: 250-629-3660 • Fax: 629-3838
Email:news@islandtides.com & islandtides@islandtides.com

Deadline: Wednesday Between Publications
Off-Island Canadian Print Subscription $42.00
Voluntary Mail & Box Pick-up Subscription $26.25

Editorial: A Lot At Stake
Island Tides has been deluged with email letters about the
upcoming local elections, particularly the election of Islands
Trustees and particularly the southern Gulf Islands.
Some letters are advocating certain trustees but there are also
many letters concerned about negative tactics and hidden
agendas. From North Pender and Galiano we hear most anguish.
Letters from frantic Islanders giving backgrounds on candidates
who ought not to be running; they don’t know how to get the word
out.
There are just so many letters, we can’t print them all. Rather
than leave many out, we will try to represent the concerns
expressed.
It’s time to call a spade a spade. The expression ‘rogue
trustees’ has in the last year become common parlance. This is a
breath of fresh air; there are people who run for the Islands Trust
who are not friends of the Trust and its Mandate—to believe
otherwise is naive. All is not sweetness and light here—it’s simply
a very beautiful place. And that’s the point, to preserve its beauty.
Clearly there is often a lot of money at stake—given the value
and rarity of land on the Islands, how could it be otherwise?
Wholesale development is probably not a worry, except on
Galiano, but creeping development is everywhere.
Trustees who have made or implied promises to supporters
looking for development breaks may not get clearshot at aiding
such development; almost certainly they will get their Island into
an awful wrangle which will make life depressing for three years.
Let’s remember that the only Islands Trust candidate
platform is: ‘I will be the most effective person to preserve and
protect this Island-in-trust.’ Any candidate who is standing up
for the Trust is doing their duty, it’s there to be stood up for—
nothing else.
This is a perilous time for the Islands Trust, only one person
from a tried and true Trust Executive is standing again. There
will be many first time trustees, let us hope they are clear on their
proper duties.
For much of what the human community needs, we should
pay more attention to the regional district director’s mandate.
For the last twenty years, regional director has been a very
ignored position in the southern Gulf Islands, barely having
candidates and often acclaimed. However, it is the key position

Readers’ Letters

International Subs: $60.00 • Free online in PDF format

Extraordinary Meeting on Nov 21
IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

R ICHARD H ILL 604-948-0434
A MEX B ROADWAY W EST R EALTY

VERY RARE — 50+ ACRES ON COWICHAN LAKE
5 LOTS $1,100,000 TO $1,550,000

The following letter was sent to Island’s Trust Council in
reference to the Extraordinary Council Meeting called in
Sidney on November 21 to rule on Galiano’s controversial
bylaws #199 and #200.
Dear Trust Council:
The extraordinary haste and waste to push these bylaws
through defies the precautionary principle which you are
sworn to abide by in making decisions. It is to be hoped that
your collective conscience will sway you to return bylaws
#199 and #200 for the same reasons they were returned by
Islands Trust Executive for the second time.
Galiano Trustees Smith and Sharp have misled people to
believe that bylaws #199 and #200 will solve the ‘F1 Problem’ by
allowing one residence to each lot. On the contrary, several F1
lots have more than one illegally-built house, including the one
owned by one of the current candidates for Galiano Local Trust
Committee.
It seems pretty obvious that Bylaws #199 and #200 are
only going to be enough for now—nudge, nudge, wink, wink!
The amended Bylaws 199 and 200, now before you,
remove the Heritage Forest Option, which is the only option
which could allow more than one house on an F1 lot to be
legal and the only option completed by F1 owners so far.
Trustees Smith and Sharp want to remove that option
without any public consultation.
Approximately half of Galiano is inaccessible to the
public. At their first Local Trust Committee Meeting
Trustees Smith and Sharp recalled Galiano’s Road Network
Plan which took twelve long years of volunteer work and
careful planning to produce. Passing bylaws #199 and #200
would convert that half of Galiano from Forest land to gated
estates for the wealthy. The only way to create public roads
is with more subdivision approval.
Trustees Smith and Sharp have consistently approved

WATERFRONT PROPERTY ON VALDES ISLAND
4.95 TO 7 ACRE LOTS $189,900

Mixing fresh
concrete at
your site

www.westcoastland.net

ELECT
Barbara
Johnstone
Grimmer
North Pender Islands Trust Council
Fairness
Balance
Inclusiveness

On Nov. 15, vote Baaaarb!

for delivering what our burgeoning populations need and want
in their built communities.
The appropriate regional district director platform is: ‘I will
be the most effective person in creating and delivering services
for the human and built community on the Island.’ Qualities to
look for in a regional district director are caring deeply about the
health and happiness of communities and the ability to think
creatively, to search out diverse ways and means, and to lobby on
behalf of projects such as affordable and seniors’ housing,
healthy recreation, food production and water regulation.
Those standing for the Islands Trust on issues other than the
proper business of the Islands Trust, such as municipal
incorporation, should probably be standing for regional director.
If their hearts are in the right place, municipal advocates should
be interested in the delivery of services to residents, with the aim
of creating vibrant communities. Those narrowly interesed in
incorporation are not appropriate as trustees, their key interest
will probably take too much time away from the proper duties of
a trustee.
Beware also of those who say they will reform the Trust. Let’s
name that spade again—more properly it is the quality of trustees
that need reforming. But only the electorate can do that.
There’s a lot of development money to be made on these
Islands. That in itself is not inappropriate; but making it to the
detriment of the tenets of ‘preserve and protect’ is not
appropriate. Ask yourself who is backing this candidate or that
one. Who has a vested interest? And particularly a vested interest
that will, in practise, make it impossible to carry out the true
duties of a trustee. Such folks may not be ‘bad’ people, just
mistaken and misguided and should not be running for Trust.
You must look and ask questions and figure it out.
During the campaign period, negative tactics are sometimes
used. We should be able to recognize them by now. We have had
the benefit of watching two elections this fall, this should make it
easier to see these moves. We need to question deeply: what is
the purpose behind the tactics; what is the history behind them?
Living in this very special place makes everyone of us a
steward. The onus is on each and every voter to seek out the truth
and to search their hearts to be sure they are truly upholding
‘preserve and protect’ by their vote. ✐

every Development Variance Application, most submitted
after construction, sending a very clear message: build what
you want and we will make it legal. If you approve bylaws
#199 and #200 you will be sending the same message to
every property owner in the Islands Trust Area.
Cheryl I Bastedo, Galiano Island

Jack Webster Awards Night
Dear Editor:
Well, you were there, so you know it was a grand occasion. In
fact, there were over seven hundred people at this year’s Jack
Webster Awards dinner.
These annual awards recognize quality BC journalism in
print, radio, and television, and I was fortunate enough to be
nominated as a finalist in the Business, Industry, and Economics
category.
No, I didn’t win; the winner was Globe & Mail’s Gary Mason.
Good company to be in, I thought. And a good excuse to attend a
great party. Island Tides was the only independent newspaper
represented among the finalists and we ran against two chain
dailies.
I appreciated the support of the Island Tides cheering section,
which included not only the aforementioned owner/editor, along
with assistant publisher Jill Moran; but also my partner Eileen
Gunning; my sister Pené and my two daughters, Elizabeth Anne
and Camilla, and their husbands; and my oldest friend Michael
Seal and his girlfriend Joannie.
Of course, without a couple of months of hard work by the
staff of St Mary’s Hospital, Sechelt; Lions Gate Hospital; and the
Vancouver General Hospital, I wouldn’t have been there at all.
My heartfelt thanks to them all, and my health care management
committee (my sister and my daughters, with great support from
the aforementioned owner/editor).
The four articles for which I was recognized were drawn from
many I’ve written over the past year. They would not have been
publishable without your help, and you must share the credit.
Patrick Brown, Pender Island

Search & Rescue
Dear Editor:
I want to thank everyone who was involved in the October 31
Mount Menzies search and safe rescue of ‘the aged one,’ my
independent and nature-loving mother!
She had left her car at the end of Hoosen Road and set off with
a family dog on one of her regular hikes up the trails. After
following one of the paths she decided to head home but
unfortunately ended up missing a turn and the trail she was on
eventually petered out. As soon as she realized she was on the
LETTERS turn to next page

Barnes
Your Island’s Concrete Solution
With Onsite Concrete there is no waste and
less impact on the environment.
Slinger services also available.

30

YEARS EXPERIENCE

OnsiteConcrete.ca
1-877-MIX-HERE (649-4373)

contractors ltd.
• Hitachi ZX Excavator
• Bobcat 334 Mini Excavator
• Bobcat 763 Skid Steer Loader

• John Deere Sand Pro
• 5 Ton Dump Truck
• Tandem Slinger Truck

Serving the Gulf Islands

Paul Barnes
Cell: 250-740-7021

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
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SINGLE EVENT • $31.50 • With image $36.75 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42 • With image $47.25 (max 70 words)
Payment with order only. VISA credit card accepted

Wed, Nov 12 thru Wed Dec 3

Friday, November 21

Gulf Islands Drop-In Influenza (Flu) Clinics—for those
eligible for publicly funded/free influenza vaccine • PENDER:
Tues, Nov 18 & Mon, Dec 1, 10am-2pm,
Parish Hall; GALIANO: Thurs, Nov
13, 1:30-4:30pm & Wed, Dec 3, 1:304pm, Lion’s Hall; MAYNE: Weds, Nov
12 & 26, 1:30-3:30pm, Community Activity Centre; SALT
SPRING: Wed, Nov 26, 10am-noon & 1-3pm, Lady Minto
Meeting Room (for information or to book a child influenza
immunization call 250-538-4880); SATURNA: Mon, Nov 24,
11:15am-3pm, Community Hall • Info: 250-539-3099 • ON
PENDER, GALIANO, MAYNE, SALT SPRING & SATURNA
ISLANDS

Eagles of the Islands—David Hancock, biologist, author and
publisher will be speaking and showing slides on eagles •
Community Gospel Chapel, 147 Vesuvius Bay Road • 7pm •
Admission by donation • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Fri thru Sun, Nov 21 to 23
The Snow Queen, Tale of the Winter Witch—Dancers of
White Space Dance Society and students of the Academy of Ballet
tell an enchanting story; a fanciful mix of both ominous and
humorous characters to delight audiences young and old • FRI:
8pm, SAT: 2pm & 8pm, SUN: 2pm; (7pm mingle before both
evening shows) • Metro Studio, 1411 Quadra Street • Tickets:
adults $20, students & seniors $12 • IN VICTORIA

Thurs, Nov 13, Sat, Sun Nov 22& 23

Saturday, November 22

Pender Film Group Screenings: THURS NOV 13: Edge of
Heaven (2007)—a Turkish man travels to Istanbul to find the
daughter of his father's former girlfriend; SAT NOV 22: Priceless
(2007)—through a set of wacky circumstances, a young gold
digger mistakenly woos a mild-mannered bartender thinking he's
a wealthy suitor; SUN NOV 23: Family Matinee, 1pm—WALL-E
(2008)—what if mankind had to leave earth, and somebody forgot
to turn the last robot off; could one little robot save a planet • All
shows 7:30pm, except where otherwise noted • Community Hall •
Admission by donation • Info: www.penderislands.org • ON
PENDER ISLAND

An Evening with Timothy Taylor—join us for
an evening with one of Canada’s most exciting
new writers; three course dinner paired with
wine and reading • Morning Bay Winery, 6621
Harbour Hill • 6 pm • Tickets: $95 at the
winery, 250-629-8351, info@morningbay.ca
or
Talisman
Books
•
Info:
www.morningbay.ca • ON PENDER ISLAND

Thurs to Sun, Nov 13, 14, 15 & 16
Fifth Annual Poetry Gabriola Festival—poetry, spoken
word, storytelling and music including George Bowering,
storytellers Ivan Coyote and Richard van Camp, performance
artist singer poet Baby Dee; writing workshop, Alphabet Souppoetry reading in a hot tub, and Buskers Galore—roving poets in
the village, nightly after parties at Surf Lodge • Info:
www.poetrygabriola.com, 250-247-7604 • ON GABRIOLA
ISLAND

Fri, Nov 14 thru Wed, Dec 31
Comox Valley Art Gallery 34th Annual Christmas Craft
Fair—original designs, handmade works in pottery, jewellery,
wood, glass, ornaments, specialty foods and more, Gala Opening:
Sunday, NOV 16, 10am-5pm (15% discount) • CVAG Gift Shop, 580
Duncan Avenue • NOV: Mon to Sat, 10am-5pm; DEC: Mon to Sat,
10am-5pm, Sunday, 11am-4pm • Free admission • Info:
250–338–6211, www.comoxvalleyartgallery.com • IN COMOX

LETTERS from previous page
wrong path she turned around to go back but at this point the
trail was invisible. After searching for something familiar with no
luck, and as it was by now getting dark, she realized she was
totally lost and would probably have to spend the night in the
bush. She knew the family would be concerned if she had not
returned by dusk and would then be out looking for her, so
realizing that staying put was the right thing to do, she found a
place in the open (for visibility from above), made herself a seat
on a log, and prepared for a long and very dark wait. Every 15
minutes or so she would call out ‘hello’ or ‘help’ just in case
someone was in her area. Sally (the dog) stayed by her side to add
warmth and to help keep her spirits up and loneliness at bay.
Family members and very helpful strangers took to the trails
they thought she might be on but to no avail. The RCMP on
Pender was then called in to start an official search. And what a
fantastic job they did! Response was fast, professional, and
extremely efficient. They brought in the search dog and his
handler from Mill Bay along with Parks Canada with their
knowledge of the trails of the area. Soon after, both Pender and
Saltspring Search and Rescue arrived to start a grid search, while
the Coastguard checked along the bottom of the cliff edge.
After a long, apprehensive evening (not knowing if she was
dead or alive) the report came through at midnight that they had

Sat & Sun, November 22 & 23
Gabriola Island Agricultural Association Annual Christmas
Fair—35+ vendors with arts, crafts, and homemade specialty
items; seasonal music; wheelchair accessible • Community Hall,
2200 South Road • SAT: 10am-4pm SUN: 11am-3pm • Free
admission; donations to food bank gratefully accepted • Info:
250–247-9316 • ON GABRIOLA ISLAND

Saturday, November 29
Christmas Gift Fair '08—quality crafts and art, lots of food
• Pender Islands Community Hall, 4418 Bedwell Harbour Road
• 10am–5pm • Admission free; donations accepted for the Food
Bank • Info: www.penderislands.org or Margaret 250-629-3669 •
ON PENDER ISLAND

Salish Sea-wide Visibility
islandtides@islandtides.com
250-629-3660
both been located safe and sound and were being brought back
down by Search and Rescue. The ambulance arrived to give a
clean bill of health and by about 2am, Mum was finally on her
way home to a very anxious but relieved husband.
As I had spent most of the night at the trailhead on Hooson
Road my dad would have been alone if not for friends, family,
and Victim Services either stopping by or phoning to make sure
he was not by himself.
As for myself everyone involved in the search also took care
of my welfare, making sure I was warm, had food, and was kept
updated in all aspects at all times.
Many thanks to one and all.
Julia Kenyon, Pender Island

Coast C ottages
Authorized Representative For

The Wilderness Cabin Company
B.C’s Premier Western Red Cedar
Home & Cabin Packages

Really Running It Like A Business
Dear Editor :
Reading the letter by Mark Shaw of Gabriola in the last edition I
wondered to myself if Oprah Winfrey had been aware of those
about the herring industry’s largest fleet owner when she was on
his boat last year tripping around our coast. Would she, in all
good conscience, have continued to enjoy Jimmy Pattison’s
generosity on the backs of the dwindling whale and herring
population for the enjoyment of those $80/pound roe lovers in
Tokyo?
LETTERS, please turn to page 6
TWO BROWNS from page 2
crowd of latecomers were clearly restive. Every few
minutes, the door opened a crack, yielding
cinematographic glimpses of library officials literally
wrestling with large ladies insistent on being let in.
Not exactly teenagers, but groupies nonetheless.
He took many questions from the audience—with
wit and sensitivity. Brown explained that his new
enterprise—longer-form documentary film making—
had grown out of his realization that the two-minute
TV-news commentaries that he had been doing for so
many years were becoming repetitious; he had a need
to tell stories in more depth. The CBC, he hoped,
would show some of his new works, which were,
naturally, about China.
So now we’ve finally met. Great fun and very
interesting.
‘Butterfly Mind: Revolution, Recovery, and One
Reporter’s Road to Understanding China, Patrick
Brown, Anansi, Toronto, 248 pages. ✐

(Adams Model as shown - $61,450)

All Inclusive Lock-Up Packages
WWW.WILDERNESSCABIN.COM

Coast
C ottages
(604) 886-0917
coast4cottages@dccnet.com

WE MAKE BASEMENTS AND CRAWLSPACES
DRY AND ENERGY EFFICIENT...ALL THE TIME!
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RE-ELECT

GARY STEEVES
NORTH PENDER TRUSTEE

MOORINGS
INSTALLED • SERVICED • MAINTAINED

Chris West Dive Services
250-888-7199
250-538-1667

cdwest@telus.net

Family! Friends! Christmas!
Clam Bay Island Retreat is now accepting
reservations on individual cottages on a weekly
and daily basis. Minimum 2 night stay.

“A Great Place
to Celebrate
the Holidays!”

Call for details: 250-629-6313
3202 Clam Bay Road

info@clambay.com

SHORELINE
DESIGN

www.clambay.com

• Specializing
in water
Spe
access
over steep
acc
& rugged
terrain
• Fully insured
• Excellent
references

Peter Christenson • 250-629-8386
www.shorelinedesign.ca

LETTERS from page 5
Another thought came to me as I perused the various items
you covered so well in that last edition. I thought to myself, ‘If we
are running this country just like a business person runs their
own business...then why do we, the owners, have it set up to pay
full price for our own products?’ I mean, if you own a pizza store
and you, the owner, are hungry, I doubt if what you eat is ever
even written down let alone paid for as listed on the public menu.
Now, looking at our country Canada as the store, it seems to
me that what we have missed (and what creates very difficult
economic problems for a lot of us Islanders and others) is that
we own the store!
I believe that our federal government should immediately
make it a bloody law that all oil and by-products including
gasoline and diesel fuel shall hence forth be provided at cost to
all government corporations, vehicles, ferries, ambulances,
military trucks, aircraft, cars, buses and other vehicles and any
other municipal, provincial or federal government which uses
these Canadian-owned products.
At the same time, any gas and oil that is to be removed from
the store (our country) should be sold on the market for a profit.
I think that would ease up the pressure on a lot of folks across
the country, cut the profits to the very rich who already have
more than their fair share and stop the financial rape of the
common man.
Canada would operate just like any other healthy business
owner. Why follow the American example of profit at any cost,
even medical aid? Let’s do it our way, for our people and for our
future. You would then see our ferry fares go way, way down!
That’s my two cents!
Len Walker, Bowser

Students Put Faith in Green
Candidate
The Green Party’s Andrew Lewis received the most support
(36%) from the 1,830 student voters at 11 Saanich-Gulf Island
schools who took part in the Student Vote mock election on
October 14. Student Vote is a non-profit, non-partisan
organization that works with educators to establish habits of
democratic citizenship within young Canadians. Lewis sent the
following letter to students.
Dear Students of Saanich-Gulf Islands:
Thank you for electing me your member of parliament. During
the election I very much enjoyed meeting many of you and
hearing your concerns and ideas about government and our
vision for Canada.
As a member of the Green Party caucus of 40 members of
parliament elected by your peers across Canada, we plan to
propose a number of measures that will be of interest to you.
As a student, you are no doubt concerned about the high cost
of postsecondary education. We have identified billions of
dollars of unnecessary corporate subsidies in the federal budget
and will divert those to fund programs to increase student loans
and bursaries, and forgive 50% of student debt for graduates.
We will also significantly increase federal transfers to
municipalities to improve transit, helping you avoid the
unnecessary high cost of owning and driving a car.
The Green Party recognizes the fantastic opportunities in
transforming our economy to one that no longer relies on fossil

fuels. In addition to improving our security, reducing pollution,
and addressing climate change, our policies will make Canada a
leader in the clean, green economy of the 21st Century. This
means new ‘green collar’ job opportunities in many exciting
fields.
To foster this, we will shift our tax system to be fairer and
more competitive. We will reduce the taxes you pay on your
wages and salaries, shifting those taxes onto polluters. This will
give you more control over how much tax you pay. Further, we
are committed to lowering the voting age, to ensure your voice
will be heard.
I look forward to working with you to make a better, greener
Canada.
Andrew Lewis, Saanich-Gulf Islands’ Green Party

Stewardship Day
Dear Editor:
I want to thank the Island Tides newspaper for the excellent
article on North Pender’s highly successful Stewardship Day.
The North Pender Local Trust Committee made voluntary
stewardship a large and important piece of our new Official
Community Plan bylaw. Pender residents wanted information
so they could make wise decisions about their land and the
species who rely on it.
Stewardship Day, proclaimed by the North Pender LTC each
year for the last three years, is designed to be one way of meeting
the community's information needs. The six organizations cited
in your article and the four special presentations by experts in
solar power, turtle and deer ecology and environmentally
friendly rodent control provided valuable information to our
community.
In addition to thanking these organizations and individuals, I
would like to suggest that the concept of a stewardship day might
be an annual event on each of our Islands. We can use the
amazing resources that are available to us from government,
non-profit and community organizations. The information and
assistance that is available is truly impressive and would benefit
all Island communities.
Thanks again to your paper, those who attended Stewardship
Day, the volunteers who organizer the event Colin Hamilton,
Margaret Alpen, Derek Masselink, Michelle Marsden, Tekla
Deverell, Michel Pelletier and Amanda Griesbach and of course
Ken Hancock for being the driving force.
Gary Steeves, North Pender Island Trustee

Winds That Sure Can Blow Cold, Way
Down There
Dear Editor:
Our politicians take credit for a healthy national economy when
things are going well and then are forced to confess their
helplessness when things go wrong, explaining to us that the
Canadian economy mainly goes where the global economy goes.
We are told that the value of the Canadian dollar reflects the
strength of our economy and then, as it free-falls relative to the
US dollar (which rises even when the DOW drops), the chief
economist of the Toronto Dominion bank explains to us that
currencies are bid up on the basis of where investors (aka
‘speculators’) believe the body of currency speculation is going to
LETTERS, please turn to next page
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GSA Auto Rentals
LTD.

Southern Gulf
House & Cottage Rentals
Pender Island Long Term: This
property defines ‘Panoramic Views’,
your own unique and completely
private aerie, west-coast custom
design on 13 forested acres, 3
bedrooms, photos available –$1800.

Licensed Property Management
on the Gulf Islands since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

BUY & SELL

Monthly Rentals
from $575*
Mention this ad & get
10% off first month’s rental.
* Rates subject to change.
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Lorna Chant, CBP
250-686-9654
9764 Fifth Street, Sidney
(second floor)
www.sidneybodytalk.com
Safe, Non-invasive, Amazing!

Rent or Lease
Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Minivans
We will pick you up
from Ferries & Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788
GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

GETAWAYS
MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608

FREE!
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Sidney BodyTalk
A balanced body can heal itself

Scrap Car,
Truck, Bus &
Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

www.mauisuncoast.com

Be Seen By
Everyone In
(& Around)
The Salish Sea
ISLAND
MARINE

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

250-629-3660

Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile
Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

LETTERS from facing page
go. And now, the politicians are asking us to ‘trust them’ as they
use our money to repair a system that they don’t understand and
which is in any case out of their control.
On the job front, we are being hit by cutbacks from absentee
landlords and a swing on the part of our biggest trading partner
towards buying at home. Transnational companies (including
those we ‘headquarter’) are increasingly assembling products
whose components are produced at diverse, globally dispersed
locations, exposing themselves (and us) to ‘multiple points of
failure’.
Is it any wonder that advocacy is rising for locally sustainable
community and ‘local exchange and trading currencies’ that
support local enterprise?
In ‘The State of Working America’ (2005), US economists
Mishel, Bernstein and Allegretto observe that while the jury has
remained out since the Roosevelt era as to whether a free-market
economy leads to desirable social outcomes, both Democrats
and Republicans have bypassed such inquiry (taking us with
them) and gone into a ‘post-free-market economy’ where they
differ only in terms of re-allocating wealth after the fact, versus
reliance on uninterfered-with trickle-down.
The sort of beast that the free market economy has
meanwhile been evolving in Canada is one with half of its organs
outside of its body and its neural system hot-buttons at the
disposal of a multiplicity of offshore transnationals and
politicians.
In spite of this, as Tommy Douglas implied in Mouseland,
national ‘fat-cats’ continue to portray themselves as the ‘more
performant’ class that is more responsible than ‘the rest’ for the
economic health and welfare of the country and therefore
justified in holding on to privilege and power while legislation is
passed to keep them and their activities well-oiled.
SATURNA from page 2
looked darling in their hats. They both were brave and
determined through-out and they declare that their heads feel
lighter and many new hair styles await.
The famous Saint Petersburg String Quartet performed on
Sunday, November 2 at the Community Hall. The Hall was full
to the rafters with people who couldn’t believe their good fortune
to hear this group play locally. Acoustics in the our hall are
marvellous—somebody said it was like being in the sound box of
a Stradivarius!
The concert was magnificent, everything the group is
renowned for. The group were treated to a lovely B&B stay and
fed by fine Saturna cooks, staying over into the next day to be
shown around Saturna. They speak little English—but at the
beginning of the concert remarked on the lovely ‘nature beauties’

PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for
Sundecks, Garage Decks
and Roofdecks.
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

1 866 834 1600 / 250 391 6107
www.alliancedrilling.ca

250-537-2990 or
1-800-804-6288

COMPLETE WATER
WELL SERVICES

KLYNE
CONSTRUCTION
Project
Management
• Residential, multi-residential,
& commercial management
• High-end specialist
• Boat access locations
welcome
• Serving Gulf Islands and
Vancouver Island

Specializing in…

Servicing the Gulf Islands

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599
- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

Al Klyne 250-539-9887
alanklyne@telus.net

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

WATER TAXI
Serving All The
Southern Gulf Islands

MOVED
HOMES

(based out of Swartz Bay)

40+ buildings
available
www.nickelbros.com

250-217-4488

1-866-606-2237

Docside Charters

The mice, meanwhile, are finding that the portals that
globalization has opened are leaving them particularly
vulnerable, on the baseboard level, to those winds that ‘sure can
blow cold, way down there.’
Ted Lumley, Pender Island

Down Under View, US Election Result
Dear Editor:
I really knew very little about Barak Obama until a few of days
ago. I thought that the Democrats had made a mistake electing
Obama as their candidate over Hilary Clinton. Because Hilary is
to the right of Obama and white, I thought she had more chance
of capturing a part of the Republican vote.
However Obama has done it by turning out the vote. (Here in
Australia voting is mandatory.) And he has done it by brilliant
oratory and incredible organisation and extraordinary
motivation.
If ever there was a person who can break the hold of the neocons, and turn Americans away from a policy of greed, and
towards a policy of world philanthropy (albeit for their own
good), Obama might just be the man.
The struggle will be long and hard. The average American will
have to become conscious of the outside world, to recognise the
responsibility of their nation to lead the war on climate change,
on financial reform, on global poverty, and to restore
international law, and the power of the UN.
Obama might just be the person to lead the Americans. Let us
all hope he is. He needs all the support and encouragement we
can give him.
I feel left out that I wasn’t one of the millions who contributed
to his election funds and hence to his election. It shows the power
of the people still exists, that democracy can triumph.
Richard Curchin, Merrimac, Australia ✐

of the Island. Seemingly the musicians and the Islanders had
inspiring gifts to exchange.

East Point Restoration
The East Point Fog Alarm building stands in lovely splendour as
inspiring as ever. The scaffolding and the huge mushroom tent
came down at the same time last Tuesday. It has a Coast Guardred roof, repairs to windows and doors, lovely replacement
woodwork for bits that had disintegrated through the years, and
a coat of bright-white paint on the walls. Another coat will go on
in spring when the weather warms up.
More than 40 people made significant gifts of time, energy
and materials to see this project through this first stage.
Richard Blagbourn has been delighted with the generosity of
Parks Canada and individuals.

CE VAESE
N
A ROOFING
Ltd.

250-381-2157

• Residential and
commercial well drilling
• Well pump and water
treatment systems
• BC Licenced Driller
since 1994
• FREE on-site consultation
• Hydro fracturing to
improve low yield wells

MARINE

250-744-6842
250-732-4285
www.islandtides.com

ALLIANCE DRILLING

N

ISLAND
EXPLORER
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

WELLNESS

L

AUTOMOTIVE

FOR RENT

Cell 250-361-5028
Fax 250-383-2198

S TANDING S EAM
M ETAL R OOFING

F OR W ATER
C OLLECTION S YSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252 or
250-478-6937

Hot Tubs
Infra-red Saunas

Sales & Service
gulfislandspas.com

250-538-8244
100 Twinflower Way, Salt Spring
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Insured • Licensed

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Collin
Harris of Galiano Island, BC
intends to make application to
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region ofﬁce for a Speciﬁc
Permission-Private Moorage
situated on Provincial Crown
Land located in the vicinity of
Trincomali Channel, Galiano
Island.

Take notice that Rick Broad
of Saltspring Island, BC
intends to make application to
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region ofﬁce for a Speciﬁc
Permission-Private Moorage
situated on Provincial Crown
Land located in the vicinity of
Stone Cutters Bay, Saltspring
Island.

The Lands File Number
that has been established for
this application is # 1413968.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at # 142-2080 Labieux
Road, Nanaimo, B.C V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until December 18, 2008.
ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website:
http://ilmbwww.gov.bc.ca
under the link: Applications
& Reasons for Decisions for
more information.

The Lands File Number
that has been established for
this application is # 1413967.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at # 142-2080 Labieux
Road, Nanaimo, B.C V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until December 14, 2008.
ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website:
http://ilmbwww.gov.bc.ca
under the link: Applications
& Reasons for Decisions for
more information.

Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information
Advisor
at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional ofﬁce.

Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information
Advisor
at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional ofﬁce.

Margaret Atwood packs the house for
Galiano Library fundraiser ~ Pam Freir
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ELECT Ken Hancock
for Southern Gulf Islands CRD Director
As CRD Director, Ken will:
• be honest, open, accountable and proactive;
• listen and be ready to address important issues;
• support thoughtful, informed decision making;
• be a strong advocate to senior governments; and

"Ken knows the issues facing communities on the
Southern Gulf Islands. His positive attitude and
tireless dedication to community service make
him an ideal choice for our CRD Director."
Susan DeGryp, CRD Director for the SGI

“Ken has demonstrated the ability to work
very effectively with and for communities
that care.”
William Deverell, North Pender Island

“Standing for election is a pledge to serve and requires significant commitment of time and energy.
It also requires dedication to research and preparation for decision making, the ability to engender
and absorb input from the community and the fortitude to make timely decisions. Having served
with Ken on the Islands Trust for the past term I am very aware that he brings these skills and
attributes, in significant measure, to an elected position. I wish Ken well in his quest to represent us
as our CRD director.”

Tom Johnstone, Local Trustee Saturna Island

The Capital Regional District works through local volunteer committees
and commissions to deliver many services in the Southern Gulf Islands. These
services include: Fire Protection; Drinking Water & Sewer Systems; Parks and
Recreation; Emergency Preparedness Program; Small Craft Harbours; Libraries;
Recycling; Animal Control; and Building Inspection Services.
As your CRD Director, I will work hard to promote a better
understanding of the regional district’s important role in providing services. The
respect and admiration I have for the many volunteers, who work so hard to keep
our island communities healthy, safe and livable, will be reflected in all I do.

I
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• work to maintain healthy and viable communities.

t was an afternoon to remember and a the sales for the day to the Library Society’s
high-profile fund-raising success for the building fund. The abundance of generosity
Galiano Library Society when Margaret and goodwill lent a very special dimension to an
Atwood visited Galiano’s South End event that touched so many.
Community Hall on October 16. She read from
Margaret Atwood, a long-time friend of the
her just released compilation of essays written late Jane Rule, is no stranger to Galiano. She
for the 2008 CBC Massey Lectures–Payback: has visited frequently over the years but this
occasion was different. This time there was no
Debt and the Shadow Side of Wealth.
The
subject
matter–man’s
long, Jane: Atwood came for the sole purpose of
complicated
and
frequently
ruinous helping the Galiano community raise funds for
relationship with money–seemed uncannily a new library. She had read to a sold-out house
prescient in the context
of the world’s current
financial turmoil.
Atwood delighted the
capacity crowd with her
wry wit and insightful
observations, answered
the many thoughtful
questions put to her, and
was rewarded with the
cheers and thunderous
applause
of
an
appreciative audience.
It was a star-studded MARGARET ATWOOD & AUDREY THOMAS
day.
Atwood
was
introduced by her friend, fellow literary icon, at Vancouver’s Chan Centre the night before
three-time winner of the BC Book prize for and she was flying to Winnipeg the following
fiction, and Member of the Order of Canada, morning to deliver a lecture there. Galiano
Audrey Thomas. Thomas is the author of Island was not on the Massey Lectures
Tattycoram, Isobel Gunn and more than a itinerary. It was, however, on Margaret
Atwood’s.
dozen other celebrated novels and short story
The oft-heard response to Atwood’s
collections. She is a member of the board of the
generosity was: ‘What a privilege for our little
Galiano Library Society and was instrumental
island!’ And, it must be added, for our little
in arranging Atwood’s visit to Galiano.
library. The Galiano Community Library
Other key contributors to the day’s success currently houses approximately 6,000 titles in
were Lee Trentidue, Jim Schmidt and the staff a much-loved, much-used, cunningly organized
of Galiano Island Books. They spearheaded 600 square-foot space. The Library Society
ticket sales, set up shop in the hall for the sale of continues to raise funds for the kind of facility
Atwood’s books, and donated fifteen percent of this Island of avid readers deserves. ✐

Private, for-proﬁt health care is a growing threat
to your health and your pocketbook.
Private clinics, public-private partnerships and
for-proﬁt seniors’ care means you pay more, get less,
and wait longer.
This week is National Medicare Week.
Visit www.bchealthcoalition.ca and take action
today to protect and expand public health care in
your community.
Positive. Public. Together.

Supporting positive, public solutions to
make Medicare stronger in British Columbia!

411 Dunsmuir Ave, Vancouver B.C. V6B 1X4 • Ph: 604-681-7945 • Fax: 604-681-7947

Explore our archive of back editions and hundreds of single articles organized by topic. They are easy to
read and easy to email to friends and colleagues. Read a newspaper that looks like
a newspaper on your desktop—and visit our advertisers’ websites.

www.islandtides.com

Get your taste of Islands’ magic!

