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Mayne Islanders packed the Agricultural Hall on October 29 to hear seven trustee candidates—the greatest number running in any Local Trust Area this election.

Winter herring quota could be ‘catastrophic’ Small step for CRTC; giant leap for

T

he unusually large quota set for the ‘food
and bait’ herring fishery in the Strait of
Georgia this winter is garnering
considerable public opposition, although the
decision was never announced publicly. The fishery
opened November 7 with a target quota of 6,000
tonnes, a massive increase over last year’s catch of
283 tonnes.
Conservationists are asking Minister Ashfield to
not only stand down the herring fleet, but also
impose a moratorium on the herring fishery until
stocks recover in the Salish Sea, especially in light
of the newly-declared boundary of the proposed
National Marine Conservation Area reserve.
In early November, the Raincoast Conservation
Foundation (RCF) wrote to Minister of Fisheries
Keith Ashfield, expressing doubt that the resident
herring populations were taken into account in the
quota decision.

7

‘A fishery at this time and in this region could
have catastrophic consequences for resident
herring, as well as for other marine species,’ the
letter states. A group of professors from UBC, UVic
and SFU also wrote to the minister in support of
RCF’s comments.

Industry Decision
The Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO)
indicates, in its draft 2012 Integrated Fisheries
Management Plan (IFMP), that the quota decision
was made because industry asked for it:
‘As a result of increased interest in this fishery
and development of global markets, and as
recommended by the Herring Industry Advisory
Board, the allocation to this fishery will be 6,000
tons (one hundred licenses) for the Strait of Georgia
area for the 2011/2012 season.’

Gabriola’s own radio station

A

fter more than a decade of drafting endless applications, holding
dozens of public meetings, putting on fundraiser after fundraiser
and negotiating with broadcast industry giants, a small group of
dedicated volunteers has finally succeeded in getting approval from the
Canadian Radio-Television and Telecommunications Commission for
Gabriola’s community-run radio station, CKGI 98.7 FM.
‘It’s almost unbelievable,’ says Ken Zakreski, President of the Gabriola
Radio Society. ‘All the hard work paid off at last. I want to thank everyone
in the community, everyone who has donated time and money, and all the
legal and technical experts who offered us their help, for their support.
‘Our biggest single sponsor has been the Gabriola Island Fire Trustees.
I’d also like to acknowledge my wife Donna. Without her support I wouldn’t
have been able to commit the time and energy to do this.’
The hard work isn’t over for Zakreski and his fellow volunteers, though.
CKGI has 18 months to establish the radio service, but Zakreski is confident
that is achievable.
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Local Election Voting Places: Saturday, November 19, polls open 8am-8pm
All positions acclaimed on: Cortes Island, Pender Island, Texada Island • For candidate names, please see the website of your Regional District or the Islands Trust.

Campbell River—Phoenix, Southgate or Discovery
Passage school gyms
Denman Island—Denman Island Seniors Centre, 1111
Northwest Road; CVRD Boardroom, 550B Comox Road,
Courtenay; AR MacNeill Secondary School, 6611 No. 4
Road, Richmond
Gabriola Island—Gabriola Elementary School, 580
North Road
Galiano Island—Galiano Lions Hall, 992 Burrill Road;
AR MacNeill Secondary School, 6611 No. 4 Road,
Richmond

Hornby Island—Hornby Island Elementary School, 2100
Sollan Road; CVRD Boardroom, 550B Comox Road,
Courtenay; AR MacNeill Secondary School, 6611 No. 4
Road, Richmond
Lasqueti Island—False Bay School, Lasqueti Island
Mayne Island—Mayne Island Agricultural Hall, 430
Fernhill Road; AR MacNeill Secondary School, 6611 No. 4
Road, Richmond
Quadra Island—Quadra Elementary School, 678 Heriot
Bay Road; Strathcona Regional District Office, 301-990
Cedar Street, Campbell River

is available at these

Salt Spring Island—Community Gospel Chapel, 147
Vesuvius Bay Road; Fulford Elementary School Gym, 203
South Ridge Road; Salt Spring Island Elementary School,
122 Rainbow Road; Piers Island Fire Hall, Piers Island; AR
MacNeill Secondary School, 6611 No. 4 Road, Richmond
Saturna Island—Saturna Recreation Centre, 104 Harris
Road; AR MacNeill Secondary School, 6611 No. 4 Road,
Richmond
Thetis Island—Chemainus Elementary Community
School, 3172 Garner Street, Chemainus; Forbes Community
Hall, 292 Mission Road, Thetis Island (9am-8 pm only). 0

SERIOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Nanaimo—Across from the Hospital

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Road

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Avenue

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Avenue

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd CO-OP

Campbell River—Willow Point Village
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AT PoInT ATKInSon
november–DeCember

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

16
WE

0211
0953
1608
1945

3.6
15.1
10.8
11.5

1.1
4.6
3.3
3.5

24
TH

0515
1018
1521
2243

15.1
10.8
15.1
0.7

4.6
3.3
4.6
0.2

17
TH

0256
1035
1717
2104

4.3
15.1
9.8
10.8

1.3
4.6
3.0
3.3

25
FR

0606
1113
1606
2328

15.7
11.2
15.1
0.7

4.8
3.4
4.6
0.2

18
FR

0348
1117
1815
2244

5.2
15.1
8.9
10.5

1.6
4.6
2.7
3.2

26
SA

0654
1208
1652

16.1
11.2
14.8

4.9
3.4
4.5

19
SA

0447
1158
1905

6.6
15.1
7.5

2.0
4.6
2.3

27
SU

0012
0741
1306
1741

0.7
16.1
11.2
14.1

0.2
4.9
3.4
4.3

20
SU

0032
0555
1238
1949

10.8
7.5
15.1
5.9

3.3
2.3
4.6
1.8

28
MO

0057
0827
1408
1832

1.3
16.1
10.8
13.1

0.4
4.9
3.3
4.0

21
MO

0205
0707
1317
2032

11.8
8.9
15.1
4.3

3.6
2.7
4.6
1.3

29
TU

0141
0912
1517
1928

2.3
16.1
10.2
12.1

0.7
4.9
3.1
3.7

22
TU

0319
0816
1357
2115

13.1
9.5
15.1
2.6

4.0
2.9
4.6
0.8

30
WE

0225
0956
1629
2036

3.6
15.7
9.5
11.2

1.1
4.8
2.9
3.4

23
WE

0420
0920
1438
2159

14.1
10.5
15.1
1.6

4.3
3.2
4.6
0.5

1

0310
1037
1736
2206

4.9
15.4
8.5
10.5

1.5
4.7
2.6
3.2

!

"

-

!

$$

#
%&'(

TH

) *- +&

-

,
. -

. .

/

0- . & -

Government tests for salmon virus come up negative

A

t a media conference on November 8, Dr Con Kiley,
Director of National Aquatic Animal Health at the
Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA)
announced that ‘there is no evidence that ISA occurs in fish
off the waters of British Columbia.’
The testing was ongoing since mid-October, when a
laboratory at the Atlantic Veterinary College reported that
it had detected the virus.
DFO says it tested all 48 samples, received as part of the
original reports, for the virus and found all results negative.
DFO states that its results are consistent with the
findings of an independent lab in Norway, which also tested
samples associated with the investigation and provided a
report to the CFIA. Under questioning by a journalist from
the Seattle Times however, Dr Kiley then said that the
Norwegian tests are ‘inconclusive.’
The tissue quality of the 48 samples originally submitted
for testing was ‘sufficient’ to allow CFIA’s retesting, but
when asked about the Canadian government’s plan to share
the samples with US research labs, Dr Kiley said that
sharing the samples would be ‘pointless’ because the sample
quality was ‘partially or totally degraded’.
The CFIA and DFO are also looking at how the samples
were collected, handled, transported and stored.
Incidentally, the non-profit BC Centre for Aquatic Health
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AT FULForD HArboUr
november–DeCember

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

16
WE

0127
0956
1643
1807

2.3
11.2
8.5
8.5

0.7
3.4
2.6
2.6

24
TH

0516
0924
1420
2156

10.8
9.2
11.2
0.3

3.3
2.8
3.4
0.1

17
TH

0212
1034
1737
1935

3.0
11.2
7.9
7.9

0.9
3.4
2.4
2.4

25
FR

0606
1026
1500
2240

11.5
9.5
11.2
0.0

3.5
2.9
3.4
0.0

18
FR

0302
1109
1815
2144

3.6
11.2
6.9
7.5

1.1
3.4
2.1
2.3

26
SA

0654
1131
1545
2324

11.8
9.5
10.8
0.0

3.6
2.9
3.3
0.0

19
SA

0359
1142
1849

4.6
11.2
5.6

1.4
3.4
1.7

27
SU

0741
1240
1631

11.8
9.5
10.5

3.6
2.9
3.2

20
SU

0001
0503
1212
1923

7.5
5.6
11.2
4.6

2.3
1.7
3.4
1.4

28
MO

0009
0826
1355
1720

0.7
11.8
9.2
9.8

0.2
3.6
2.8
3.0

21
MO

0152
0612
1241
1958

8.2
6.9
11.2
3.3

2.5
2.1
3.4
1.0

29
TU

0054
0909
1513
1813

1.3
11.8
8.5
8.9

0.4
3.6
2.6
2.7

22
TU

0316
0719
1311
2036

9.2
7.9
11.2
2.0

2.8
2.4
3.4
0.6

30
WE

0139
0949
1629
1921

2.3
11.8
7.5
8.2

0.7
3.6
2.3
2.5

23
WE

0421
0822
1343
2115

10.2
8.5
11.2
1.0

3.1
2.6
3.4
0.3

1
TH

0222
1025
1734
2103

3.6
11.5
6.9
7.2

www.islandtides.com

ECOFIR FLOORING
ECOFIR
FLOORING
PREMIUM FLOORING FROM
THE GULF ISLANDS
PREMIUM FLOORING FROM THE GULF ISLANDS
PREMIUM WIDE PLANK VG

100%

OLD GROWTH TIMBER

5” to 9” random widths
5”
to
9”
random
widths.
Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
250-539-3211
Ross Walker
250-537-9710

On Time & On Budget

Herring-Dependent Industries
The ‘resident’ herring populations are of central importance
to the diverse Salish Sea ecosystem. The economies of the
sport fishing, whale watching and birdwatching industries
depend upon the rational management of this ecosystem.
These are huge economic activities, although they have
decreased considerably as the ‘resident’ herring populations
have declined.
One of the major contributing factors of the sport fishery
decline has been the decline of the local herring populations

1.1
PREMIUM
WIDE
VG
3.5
FIR
FROM PLANK
SALVAGED
2.1
FIR
SALVAGED
OLD GROWTH
TIMBER
2.2 FROM 100%

NEW MOON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 25
Tide Table Courtesy of

However, the ‘precautionary principle,’ now adopted by
DFO, determines that there should be scientific justification
for any fishery, the identification of a surplus, or reallocation
into areas and time periods sensitive for declining stocks,
before there can be a harvest.
Currently, it is impossible to establish science-based
quotas for the ‘resident’ herring; DFO considers the fish part
of one ‘metastock’ that also consists of migratory herring.
In the USA Salish Sea, the herring are now managed as
ecological keystone species through local distinctive stocks.
The Cherry Point herring population that was nearly
extirpated from overfishing is now protected federally.

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca
www.islandmarine.ca

604-377-5385
604-377-5385
www.ecofir.com
www.ecofir.com

Sciences in Campbell River is upgrading its laboratory
facilities. Equipment has been purchased and the lab has
been upgraded to increase its diagnostic capacity for RTPCR testing, the type of test used to look for the ISA virus,
in BC.
Meanwhile, Dr Alexandra Morton and her team are
sampling hundreds of wild salmon around BC. CFIA said
that it has additional testing to do and the results will be
provided when ready.
In Canada, infectious salmon anaemia is a ‘federally
reportable disease’. This means that all suspected or
confirmed cases must be immediately reported to the CFIA.
Under the CFIA’s National Aquatic Animal Health
Program, suspected federally reportable diseases must be
confirmed at the DFO national reference laboratory.
The Cohen Commission plans to convene a two-day
hearing in mid-December to put new information about the
possible presence of the ISA virus in BC on the
commission’s record.
Infectious salmon anaemia poses no risk to people, but
can be devastating for aquaculture operations. It is not yet
fully understood how the virus could affect wild BC
salmon.0
that attracted and fed local chinook and coho salmon in all
areas of the Salish Sea.
Orca, chinook and herring are all closely linked and
interdependent in the ecosystem, as noted on the DFO
website. Just as the major food of chinook is herring, the
major food of the resident orca is chinook. The ‘resident’
herring are also vital to other wild fish, such as the severely
depleted rockfish and ling cod that DFO is mandated to
rebuild.

Winter vs Roe; Migratory vs Resident
The winter herring fishery is a food and bait fishery that is
carried out between November and February, and can take
place throughout the Strait of Georgia region with some
small exceptions.
The roe herring fishery starts in March, and is set where
the large migratory stock still spawn, such as in the Hornby
Island to Qualicum Beach area. This is the population that
the DFO says is at ‘historic levels’ and ‘still healthy.’
DFO researchers have never fully identified the complex
biology of the migratory and ‘resident’ herring stocks.
Current data gaps raise huge questions around the reckless
nature of increasing a winter fishery that would distribute
the catch over a much earlier time period and a much larger
area—moving into areas and time periods where these
resident populations are only just recovering.
The single paper assessing abundance of resident herring
populations, published in Canadian Technical Reports of
HERRING, please turn to next page
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references

Peter Christenson • 250-629-8386
www.shorelinedesign.ca

With graceful acceptance of a recurrence of her cancer,
Patricia passed away peacefully at home in the loving care
of her son Anthony Carter and his partner Anne Louise
Genest.
Pat was a gentle teacher,
a wonderful role model,
and a person of great
compassion and integrity.
Predeceased
by
her
husband Norm Park, Pat
will
be
lovingly
remembered by Anthony
and Anne Louise, her sister
Joan Adams of Benfleet,
England, her sister-in-law
Diana Lockwood, and
many dear friends.
Many thanks to the care team of the VIHA for such
gentle compassion and tender care of Pat during her last
days. —AG
A celebration of Pat’s life will be held from 1-3 pm on
Saturday, December 3 at 682 Soriel Road, Parksville.
In lieu of flowers, donations to the Hospice Society at
Oceanside would be appreciated.

Trust Council meeting
Islands Trust Council will hold their next quarterly, public
business meeting on December 7-9 at the Harbour Towers
Hotel in Victoria. Newly-elected trustees will be sworn in on
the evening of December 6.
The public is invited to take part in the town hall session
at 1:30 Thursday, December 8. To arrange to make a formal
presentation, members of the public may contact Marie
Smith, msmith@islandstrust.bc.ca.
The Council Sessions scheduled will focus on providing
an orientation and refresher for trustees following the
November 19 elections. Trustees will also nominate and
elect the colleagues who will serve on the Executive
Committee and the representatives to Trust Fund Board.
The full agenda with dates and times will be available at
the Victoria, Salt Spring and Gabriola Island Trust offices
and on the Islands Trust website after November 30. 0

HERRING from previous page
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PATRICIA PARK 1927-2011
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Ecological & Economic Value
For millennia, herring spawned in Ganges and Fulford
Harbours with resident herring populations schooling
during the fall and winter in places like Sansum Narrows.
The herring brought salmon, huge flocks of seabirds and
marine mammals to the area, as evidenced in the
archaeological record ‘Traditional Ecological Knowledge’,
and historical accounts from older fishers and scientists.
The Ganges area spawn was a significant and distinctive
one because it came so early. Many groups travelled to the
area as early as January for some of the first ‘spring’ food of
these oily fish, rich in Omega-3 .
Other struggling or recovering populations in the south
Salish Sea, including Cowichan, Saanich Inlet, Pender
Harbour, Howe Sound, Boundary Bay, Sechelt, Chemainus
and other traditional spawns were once important
economically for local sustainable fisheries such as the First
Nations spawn-on-kelp, a non-kill method of collecting a
The Island
Tides
10.25" x 2"
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of eggs
on seaweeds.
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JUDY WADDELL 1937-2011
The wind that blows o’er Active Pass
Sighed the dreaded knell
And the day was etched in sorrow
On the threshold of farewell

Independent
Dental Hygiene
in a relaxed setting
Registered Dental Hygienists
offering:
• scaling • root planing
• polishing • whitening
• other services

Her voice, so rare, regaled the air
Her words exuberant wit
Where ‘ere we met the stage is set
And there is no exit

Celebrating 9 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea

In reverie we hear
Her lovely voice again
It frolics in the waves that lap
Her beloved shores of Mayne

250-655-4884
IS YOUR

WELL WATER

Tho’ winter’s chill flees Fernhill
And robins build their nests
Ageless, lingering the play
We pray
In peace our Judy rest

SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

—May Hansen
A celebration of Judy’s life will take place on Monday,
November 21, from 2-4 at the Mayne Island
Agricultural Hall.

250-656-1334

Loss of First Nations Access

Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences (1990), concludes that they
were at very low levels.
The quota set for the March roe herring fishery targetting
these ‘migratory’ stocks, is still set at 20% of catch, despite
declining biomass and decreasing size of fish. The fishery
must now be left open over a longer period, and over a larger
area, than at any time in the past.

Bu
Burnaby
rnaby
((604)
604) 630-1114
630-1114

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

Herring are a constitutionally-protected food source of First
Nations, but the First Nations of the Salish Sea are unable
to harvest herring and herring roe. Recently, a
university/First Nations group called the ‘Herring School’,
has documented this loss of access, while at the same time
providing much valuable new archeological evidence that
observes long periods of Aboriginal past use, by location.
If DFO allows this newly acquired knowledge to be
integrated with modern fisheries science, it could provide a
basis for a comprehensive rebuilding process, and a much
better understanding of the herring populations.

Arrive at a
Our quality accommodation includes
Indoor pool, sauna
free parking, in-room coffee,
a convenient location
and a warm welcome.
Stay with us.

Next Steps
Some have suggested that Minister Ashfield meet
personally with BC communities, First Nations, and those
involved in the herring-dependent industries, to plan longterm rebuilding and gain firsthand knowledge of the fishery.
The net public revenues that could be generated from a
fully rebuilt and well-managed ‘resident’ herring resource
are very large, and Minister Ashfield is being encouraged to
make this the the most important policy goal at this time.
The Raincoast Conservation Foundation issued a caution
to Minister Ashfield that his decision may put these resident
populations at risk. The Minister, at time of writing, had not
responded. 0
Island Tides thanks Briony Penn for providing the files
used in compiling this article.

from

3110 Douglas St, Victoria BC V8Z 3K4
across from Mayfair Shopping Centre.

1-800-997-6797
www.blueridgeinn.ca
* Single occupancy. Subject to availability. Valid to March 31,2012
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Control the Money, Control the World

Dear Editor:
Dear Editor:
In her protest, in Island Tides, November 3, against the In his commentary, ‘Occupy Canada’ [Island Tides,
negative opinions published in discussions around the November 3, 2011], Patrick Brown lists ‘the combination of
upcoming election of Island Trustees, my friend Priscilla corporations, government, and the media that enable the
Ewbank makes a fundamental error. She says, ‘Some letters 1% to exploit the 99%.’ Then he explains that the leaderless
just shouldn’t be printed.’ She would like everyone to keep movement, and lack of clear demands, means there is
their comments to civil levels, and I agree with that. But she ‘nothing to grab onto’. However, beyond corporations,
also wants to censor comments she finds uncivil or government and the media, there is definitely something to
unreasonable.
grab onto. It is the money system itself.
Hey, in my view a free press is a free press and I’m
In taking the name Occupy Wall Street, this movement
damned glad we have it. Who is to say what is civil or demonstrates an awareness that those who control money
reasonable to publish? What are the belief systems or other control the world. And although this seems obvious to
criteria by which to judge? Canadian law makes libel many, what has not been obvious is an understanding of
actionable, but Priscilla argues that lawsuits may be too who creates money, and what exactly money is.
expensive for an alleged libel victim to pay for. Tough. If a
Many involved in the Occupy movement are learning
person runs for public office, wins,
how banks create ‘checkbook money’
and then has the power to impose Photo: Ewa Jarosinski
directly from our debt. This particular issue
bylaws on people, I think there should
is certainly at the core of the ‘System’, for
be an unfettered discussion in the
our current money-as-debt system is one
press of that trustee’s actions, and a
big factor that enables greed to run amok.
claim of poverty should not stand in
And that unless we the people take back the
the way of that discussion.
power to create money, we will always be
Canadian newspapers should
pawns in a game we can never win.
publish any and all opinions, within
This realization has given new life to
the restraints of the law, trusting the
long-frustrated
monetary
reform
FROG ON THE NEWSBEAT AGAIN
reading public to be smart enough to
movements. More than ever before,
make up their own minds on any issue. Voters are all adults community-based currencies and worldwide business-toand can think for themselves.
business barter networks are challenging the state/bank
Bill Schermbrucker, Saturna Island monopoly on money creation. There are also some who
Ed’s Note: ‘Within the restraints of the law’ is the key phrase. And, believe in a utopian ideal that we don’t need money at all!
exactly as Bill says, ‘Who is to say what is civil or reasonable to This long-ignored issue of who controls money creation is
publish?’ Prudence is the guiding principle. There have been many now being revealed as the means by which humanity has
cases of libel lawsuits which fail but nonetheless have court costs been surreptitiously enslaved by a system in which money
which have reduced individuals, their businesses, their families, and is debt.
their employees, to inability to operate. It is necessary to exercise
A sign at an Occupy rally quoted the philosopher Goethe:
judgement in these situations. And, apart from any legal ramifications,
‘None are more hopelessly enslaved than those who falsely
Island Tides has no wish to cause anyone to have to take court action
or to find themselves in a situation where they feel personally believe they are free.’ At Occupy Vancouver on October 15,
a TV interviewer asked many in the crowd: What is money,
attacked.
After more than two decades of experience, Island Tides has and how is money created? Person after person revealed
come to find that editing out possibly libelous or offensive comments, their total ignorance. They didn’t have even the faintest clue,
misinformation, or hearsay from letters wins us no thanks. If a person which is astounding given the central role money plays in
has expressed any such risky opinion, despite worthwhile information our lives.
in the rest of the letter, it is appropriate to simply not print that letter.
The world is on a large learning curve. So many systems
We are happy to say that this rarely happens.
are unjust and exploitative, but no system is as prevalent as
Naturally, like any other newspaper, we reserve the right, and take our current money-as-debt system. It rules the world.
on the responsibility, to print, not print, or edit letters for any number
Tsiporah Grignon, Gabriola Island
of reasons.
Governance
&
the Social Contract
For our our readers’ information, here are guidelines and advice
Dear Editor:
on libel:
After the apathy of the 2008 Islands Trust election on
1. Statements damaging to reputation must never be
Mayne, it’s nice to see interest in local governance. Elections
published unless there is a clear legal basis for doing so.
2. Anyone who repeats a libel is fully responsible for the libel,
are a time for discussion in our community, and a chance
no matter what its source.
for duly elected representation.
3. A libel can cause great damages to a person’s life.
Mayne had some major issues in the last three years but
4. Individual reporters and editors can be sued along with their
none bigger than the Farm Gate Store where a rezoning
employers for libels they permit to be published. (Source:
change would give us access to fresh farm produce. After all
Canadian Press Stylebook, 11th edition, 1999)
the emphasis on local food production and the many local
Libel is the type of defamation with a permanent record, like a
‘100 mile diet’ suppers, this should have been a ‘sho0-in’. I
newspaper, a letter, a website posting, an email, a picture, or a
was flabbergasted that both Mayne-based trustees turned
radio or TV broadcast. If you can prove that someone libeled
it down on the flimsiest of excuses. The community reacted
you, and that person does not have a good defence, then a court
with overwhelming support and the LTC then granted a
will presume that you suffered damages and award you money
short temporary permit.
to pay for your damaged reputation. But going to Supreme Court
Because of decisions like these, there is talk here of
is expensive and even if you win, you may not get as much as it
LETTERS, please turn to next page
costs you to sue. (Source: Canadian Bar Association)

hopping for a new car? You might want to look into
an electric vehicle, as the BC government recently
announced funding that makes this choice more
accessible.
Starting December 1, a point-of-sale incentive program
will provide up to $5,000 off the sticker price of qualifying
electric vehicles, including the Nissan LEAF and Toyota
Prius. Vehicles that run on fuel cells, plug-in hybrids and
compressed natural gas vehicles are included in the new
program.
There will be rebates of up to $500 available for
homeowners to install home charging-stations, and funds
for new charging stations and upgrades to existing hydrogen
fuelling stations.
‘Cutting emissions from vehicles is essential if BC is to do
its part to fight global warming,’ said Tom Hackney, the
Vice-President for Policy of the BC Sustainable Energy
Association. With almost 40% of BC’s emissions coming
from vehicles, Hackney says that electrifying transportation

must become a key part of BC’s climate change plan, a
strategy that will also save British Columbians money.
‘Powering an electric car is a fraction the cost of powering
a fossil fuel vehicle,’ said Hackney. ‘This is partly because
electric vehicles are more efficient to run, and partly because
electricity is cheaper than liquid fuel.
‘People can also expect savings in running costs because
electric motors require less maintenance than fossil fuel
engines. These cost savings will create a big dividend that
can be used in several ways: to fund more electric charging
stations, to fund the development of clean energy
generation to power more electric vehicles, and to reduce
transportation costs for British Columbians.’
The government estimates that the point-of-sale
incentives will put 1,500 to 3,000 low or zero emission
vehicles on the road. The BC Scrap-It program also received
additional funding to make it easier for people to retire highpolluting vehicles. 0
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Looking from Georgina Point, Mayne Island towards Sturdies Bay, Galiano, seabirds gather in Active Pass, site of a global Important Bird Area (see also article page 7).

LETTERS from previous page

getting rid of the Trust. However, when you don’t agree with 1. Which candidates have the time for the job and will they
honour the social contract?
your representatives, you elect new ones—your first step is
2.
Do they have some experience in our community, to deal
not to get rid of the government. Who we chose to elect as
with the pressure of self-interest groups?
trustees is so important. When local government seems
3.
Are they running to get rid of the Islands Trust and
ineffective, local groups form with their own ideas of
substitute their own style of government?
democracy.
4.
Are they a one-person show, usually working alone and
One idea being currently promoted on Mayne is
not listening or sharing decision-making?
incorporation. Can you imagine a mayor and council with
5.
Have
they been involved in our community, what are
us paying for those council salaries and having to pay for
their
qualifications?
those expensive roads? Bowen Island, the only island in the
Trust Area that has incorporated, has a population of 3,500 6. Are they just a familiar face?
7.
What about affordable housing to keep young
and is situated next to West Vancouver.
families
on the island?
We need to take time to understand the
8.
What about Assessment Based Taxes
governance that we have. Ask yourself, ‘Do
instead
of Parcel Taxes so as to not overburden
candidates understand that we are governed
‘Do candidates
young
families?
by BC’s Local Government Act?’
understand that we
Trustees need to be dedicated and
No community is given unfettered
are
governed
by
BC’s
courageous; they are given more
power, we live in a democracy, not a
responsibility
than normal municipal
Local
Government
dictatorship. The Trust has a mandate to
councillors.
While
our social contract may
preserve and protect not only the
Act?’
seem
restrictive,
it
also
gives greater initiative
environment but Island communities. The
and
freedom
of
action
than
conventional
municipal
Trust’s Policy Statement and our own Official
laws.
Proponents
and
opponents
can
quote
the
Community Plan express the spirit and vision of our
Mandate,
the
Policy
Statement
and
our
OCP
in
support
or
communities. The Mandate and the Policy Statement are in
opposition
to
a
proposal.
a sense our constitution, our own OCP expresses our vision,
None of this is possible without Trustees who understand
while our Bylaws express the actual mechanics of the
the
social contract and the special responsibilities given to
regulation.
them
by the Islands Trust Act. All of this can be thwarted
Our OCP must be consistent with the Trust Mandate and
by
trustees
who see themselves actually in opposition to the
Policy, and our Bylaws must be consistent with our OCP.
Islands
Trust
or trustees who make sure nothing from the
The Island Trust Policy Statement was put in place after a
Trust
can
interfere
with their own or their friends’ ideas of
lengthy and extensive public process; our OCP was put in
governance.
place with our own local lengthy process.
The Mandate, the Policy Statement, and our OCP are
The Trust’s Mandate, the Policy Statement, and our
the
wishes of the people; they are not in opposition to our
Official Community Plan and Bylaws form a social contract
wishes!
and shape the expectation of the communities and
Slogans like ‘Trustees who will express the will of the
individuals on the Islands. We are entitled to assume that
people’
are problematic. Tyranny by the majority is what
those who are responsible for change and development will
democracy
protects us from. Democracy is mostly about
honour it. And that the Trustees will also enforce it. Those
protection
of
minorities. Trustees who are obstructionist
who want to go around the contract or find a back door to
make
sure
that
nothing disrupts their quiet governance.
break the contract usually do it for selfish reasons or wish
Obstructionists
with their own agendas have been
to have no rules, which they can use to their advantage at a
successful
on
Mayne.
They have kept us, for many years,
future date.
from
achieving
real
progress.
Before you select your Trustees, ask yourself:
Louis Vallee, Mayne Island

Economic Effects of a Ferry Schedule
A more detailed version of this letter was submitted to the
Ferry Commissioner’s Review. This version edited (for
length and wider interest) demonstrates the long-term
effects of scheduling and routing to Island communities
and the impacts of schedule changes.
Dear Editor:
Galiano Island has developed and prospered through its
Route 9 ‘First-Stop’ advantages from the Lower Mainland
through BCFS’s Tsawwassen terminal. This first-stop
advantage has historically been crucial to the past 40-year
development of tourism-related businesses and is a distinct
competitive advantage to the future economic and social
fabric of our island.
The loss of, or revision to, this distinct competitive
advantage would be economically devastating. The potential
impact can be extrapolated through BCFS’s Traffic Statistics
System (TSS) with a comparative analysis of Galiano Island
traffic statistics being common-sized against the population
of the other islands served by BCFS Route 9.
Although this submission is not able to measure the exact
economic impact of Galiano Island’s ‘First-Stop’ advantage,
nor able to measure the potential economic loss of losing
that competitive advantage, it is quite clear from the
comparative analysis that any disruption to this historical
advantage would have disproportionate negative
consequences to Galiano Island’s economy.
Statistics Canada states that the five islands served by
Route 9 have a permanent population of 14,741. The five
islands serviced by Route 9 are common-sized to: Salt
Spring: population 9,780 or 66% of Route 9 service area;
Galiano: population 1,258 or 8.5% of Route 9 service area;
Mayne/Saturna: populations 1,471 or 9.9% of Route 9
service area; Pender: population 2,232 or 15.1% of Route 9
service area.
BCFS’s Traffic Statistics System for fiscal 2011 states that
five islands plus Tsawwassen landings carried a total of
154,471 vehicles and 444,425 passengers. The islands serviced
by Route 9 total 79,930 vehicles and 220,758 passengers.
The highest Route 9 landings to Salt Spring Island and
Galiano Island are common-sized to: Salt Spring Island:
landed 28,803 vehicles and 75,421 passengers (36% and
34% of Route 9’s island traffic) and Galiano Island: landed
LETTERS, please turn to page 11
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What’s On?

Round the Islands

VANCOUVER ISLAND & THE GULF ISLANDS
$33.60/$39.20 with image • Multi-venue: $44.80/$50.04

Thursday, November 17

Mayne Island Speakers Series—Dr Sid Katz,
Professor of Pharmacology & Toxology, UBC will
speak on ‘The Myths and Realities of Biotechnology'
• Agricultural Hall • 7:30pm • All welcome • Info:
Mary Crumblehulme 250-539-3027, Brenda
Webster 250-539-3574 • ON MAYNE ISLAND

Friday, November 18 to Saturday, December 31

Comox Valley Art Gallery’s 37th Annual Christmas Craft Fair—
opening day specials on Friday, Nov 18; local handmade pottery,
jewellery, ornaments, paintings, prints, cards, specialty foods,
stocking stuffers & much more! • 580 Duncan Avenue, Downtown
Courtenay • Monday thru Saturday, 10am-5pm• Info: 250-3386211, www.comoxvalleyartgallery.com • IN COURTENAY

Saturday, November 19

Pender Film Group—‘Another Earth’ (2011) science-fiction
drama • Community Hall • 7:30pm • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday & Sunday, November 19 & 20

Gabriola Island Agricultural Association Annual Christmas Fair—
35+ vendors with arts, crafts, and homemade specialty items;
seasonal music; wheelchair accessible; photos with Santa, bring
your own camera, kids and pets; donations to PAL accepted;
refreshments • Community Hall, 2200 South Road • SAT: 10am4pm; SUN: 11am-3pm • Free admission • Info: 250–247-9316 •
ON GABRIOLA ISLAND

Denman
Cable Ferry Proposal
On November 1, BC Ferries issued a
Request For Expressions of Interest for cable ferry
service between Buckley Bay and Denman Island West.
BC Ferries is trying to determine whether a contracted
independent third party can provide the cable ferry
service at a lower cost than BC Ferries itself. After
November 22, interested parties will be considered for
participation in a Request for Proposals. See more at
www.bcferries.com/about/cableferry.
Many in the Denman Island community has
expressed concerns about the safety and accessibility of
a cable ferry. It could also be problematic for the
fisheries that take place in Baynes Sound, especially if a
boat’s lines were to become entangled in the cable.

Ferry Docks Renewed
The reconstruction at the Denman and Hornby Island

Fri thru Sun, November 24–26 & December 1–3

A Midsummer Night’s Dream—presented
by Mayne Island Little Theatre, adapted
and directed by Brian Crumblehulme •
Agricultural Hall • NOV 24 & DEC 1:
1:30pm; NOV 24 & 25, DEC 2 & 3: 8pm
• Matinee: $12 Adults, $2 children;
Evening: $15 Adults, $5 children • Info:
galileoboy@hotmail.com • ON MAYNE ISLAND

Saturday, November 26

A Yuletide Gift Faire—wonderful gifts, crafts and food; concession
and lunch available; proceeds going to the Community Hall •
Community Hall • 10am-4pm • Admission by donation • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Sat & Sun, November 26 & 27

Christmas Show & Sale: Fancy Birds—colourful
works in pottery and textiles by Pat Webber and
Ulrieke Benner • Pat Webber's Studio, 425 Stewart
Road • 10am-4pm • Info: 250-537-8871 • ON
SALT SPRING ISLAND

Thursday, December 1

New Orford String Quartet—Jonathan Crowe’s
new string quartet named in honour of an earlier,
well known group; presented by Gulf Islands
Concerts (Pender) • School Auditorium • 7:30pm
• Tickets: Adults $25, Children $5, High school
students $12 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Fri, Sat & Sun, December 2, 3 & 4

Giant Book Sale—Community Education’s annual fundraiser; more
than 12,000 books; most books priced $1-$3; stock up for winter
reading or holiday giving • Farmers’ Institute, 351 Rainbow Road
• 10am-4pm • Cash only, bring your own bags • ON SALT
SPRING ISLAND

Monday, December 5

John Reischman and the Jaybirds—
presented by Salt Spring Folk Club •
Fulford Hall • Doors open 6:15pm,
music begins 7pm • Tickets $20 at Salt
Spring Books, Acoustic Planet, or Stuff
& Nonsense; dinner and desserts
available • Info: www.saltspringfolkclub.com, 250-537-4167 • ON
SALT SPRING ISLAND

December 9, 10 & 11

Christmas Presence—a seasonal concert by the Pender Island
Choral Society, the Kids Choir and the Pender Young Violins •
Community Hall • Fri, Dec 9 & Sat Dec 10: 7.30pm; Sun, Dec 11:
2pm • Tickets: Adults $16, Children 5-15 $5 @ Talisman Books &
Gallery and Southridge Country Store • ON PENDER ISLAND

is l an d tid e s @ i s la n d tid e s.co m
www.islandtides.com

Parks. They are asking concerned citizens to write
to Premier Clark and Environment Minister Lake
and ask them to protect and complete the Small Inlet
and Octopus Island Provincial Parks.

Important Bird Photos
Island Tides readers who enjoy iconic Island images by
photographer Toby Snelgrove will see more of his work
should they visit the newly established Important Bird
Area (see opposite page). Four of Toby’s images are
featured on the new signs(see left): the eagle and its
baby, the seal looking up, the black bird running and the
Purple Martin.

New List of Old Places
The Denman Island Local Trust Committee adopted its
Community Heritage Register in October, officially
listing the Denman Island Community Hall and the
Marcus Isbister Old School Centre as historic places with
cultural significance. The register outlines the heritage
value and character-defining elements of the buildings,
which have both been of importance to the community
for about 100 years. Not only do places listed on the
Register receive recognition for their heritage values and
character, but they are better positioned to access
funding sources such as the Heritage Legacy.

Kerplunking Into Prizes

Tues, Nov 22 to Tues, Dec 13

Writing Life: Sustain Your Practice and Honour
Your Voice—4-week women’s writing circle;
theme: ‘in our nature’ • The Three Cat Be & Be,
3350 Hickman Place • 9:30am-noon • $120 •
Info: creativity@maryannmoore.ca, 250-7292630 • IN NANAIMO

Sara Miles & Co.

Photo: Julian Laffin

ferry docks is now complete. Island Tides reader Julian
Laffin reported that the interim water taxi service
between Hornby and Denman Islands worked so well
that some people wanted to keep it!

Ptarmigan Online
Ptarmigan Music and Theatre Society has launched a
new website that will make it easier for communities and
individuals to connect with the society’s activities.
‘We’re very happy with the site,’ said Patrick Smith,
Artistic Director. ‘With programming in Vancouver,
Victoria and the Gulf Islands, we want clients and
potential sponsors to have information about what we do.’
The site includes Facebook and Twitter links, which
Patrick says were a step into ‘a whole different realm’.
Ptarmigan’s current projects include the ‘Strength
Within Arts Program’ which offers children and youth
who have survived or are living with serious illness to
play and create through song, dance, theatre and
writing. See www.ptarmigansociety.org to learn more
about Ptarmigan’s programs and join their mailing list!

The Kerplunks, from Gabriola Island, won a 2011
Western Canadian Music Award (WCMA) for Children’s
Recording of the Year with their third album, titled
Number 3. The band, while busy touring and appearing
at other awards ceremonies (2011 JUNO Awards in
Toronto), has also been working hard on their upcoming
full-length musical DVD.
‘We sure wish we could have been in Whitehorse to
accept our award,’ says Tina Jones, the horn-playing,
singing Kerplunk. ‘Working under a deadline is tough at
times, but it’s exciting to get this good news along with
all our hard work!’
The Kerplunks are very excited to be commissioned
by the Applied Science Technologists and Technicians
of BC to write a song and make a music video about
technology. This song will be featured on the upcoming
ten-song DVD, to be released in early 2012.
‘With all the hard work we've been doing, including
busy shows all summer, it feels like the WCMA is icing
on The Kerplunks’ cupcake!’ says Dinah D, the bassplaying, singing Kerplunk. ‘It’s so nice to be recognized
for our music while we work behind the scenes making
our DVD. Winning the WCMA made our day! It makes
it just a bit easier to keep being The Kerplunks, putting
smiles on little faces.’

Money Problems?
The Bank of Canada began circulating $100 polymer
bank notes on November 14. According to sources, they
can be recycled! They are considered to be the most
secure bill in Canada’s history.
However they have one major drawback; most makes
and models of counting machines used by bank tellers
and many businesses will not function with this new
plastic money. Because of a large transparent ‘window’
on the new bills—the first of its kind in the world—these
counters cannot detect that there is actually anything in
the machine, causing counting errors. As a result, almost
every counter being used in the Canadian marketplace
will have to be replaced.

Completing Quadra’s Parks
Octopus Islands Provincial Park, just off the northeast
side of Quadra Island, and adjoining Small Inlet Park,
offer two sheltered bays teeming with marine life. They
are connected by an easy flat-terrain portage, but the
portage is on land owned by a US forestry company that
is currently selling off a number of its BC holdings. If the
land is sold for logging or development, it will be forever
lost to the parks.
This purchase has been at the top of the BC Parks
priority acquisition list since 1996, but final negotiations
with the landowner are stalling. Sierra Quadra is calling
upon the BC government to honour its commitment
now and complete the Small Inlet and Octopus Islands

Check out The Kerplunks’ fun and colourful website:
www.thekerplunks.com.

Get Ready, Readers!
Salt Spring Island Community Education is holding its
annual fundraising event, just in time for holiday
shopping. There are over 12,000 donated books, among
which there are some notable treasures—organizers
found a book autographed by Henry Kissinger, a signed
copy of a first edition of The Manticore by Robertson
Davies and a hand-bound private publication of
Japanese prints from 1937.
There are also lighter books, such as a pristine copy
of ‘The Spam Cookbook’ (2001) with recipes for spam
scones to spam paté, and a recent copy of ‘BONK-The
Curious Coupling of Science and Sex’ by Mary Roach,
who is described as the funniest science writer in the
country. There are mysteries galore, lots of recent fiction
in as-new condition and wonderful children’s books.
With over 30 categories of books priced from one to
three dollars, as well as specially-priced ‘Unique’ books,
it would be a shame to miss this event. See What’s On?
(at left) for dates and times. 0

An important day across the Pass

ISLAND TIDES, November 17, 2011, Page 7

~ Christa Grace-Warrick
Photo: Tom Hobley

Interpretive signs at Georgina Point on Mayne Island (above) and at Bellhouse Park on Galiano Island (below) now inform visitors about the internationally recognized Active
British Columbia
Site: BC015
Active Pass
Pass Important Bird Area, outlined in red on the map below.
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wishing to participate in both ceremonies,
Roa
d
kind and the fall colours superb. There was even time for
lunch at the Springwater Lodge overlooking Active Pass; time
Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick for a new and deeper view of the waterway’s significance.
Representatives from a number of participating agencies
spoke to the gumbooted onlookers. Galiano’s Mike Hoebel
and Mayne’s Michael Dunn led the dedications.
In 2008, the two became the stewards of the Active Pass
IBA for their respective conservancies and decided that the
profile of the IBA needed raising. Through a grant from
Vancity’s enviroFund, local fundraising, and Parks Canada
funding on the Mayne side, they embarked on a program to
do both interpretive signs and beach access signs, and create
a website and brochure. In addition, the program encourages
shoreline stewardship by Mayne and Galiano residents and
provides record-keeping training for participants. Stewards’
data is also collated into an annual report.
At the Galiano dedication, Ed Andrusiak created interest
by pointed out that the Active Pass IBA could be a very good
reason for visitors to come to stay in the Southern Islands in
wintertime, creating a new economic opportunity.
The International Important Bird Area Program, which
began in the 1980s, has created a global network of more
than 10,000 Important Bird Areas (IBA) in 200 countries.
There are almost 600 in Canada and close to 90 in BC.
Other IBAs in the vicinity are Fraser River/Boundary Bay
IBA in Delta, and Porlier Pass IBA. More at: www.ibacanada.ca,

Map showing the boundaries of Active
Pass Important Bird Area.

Gallag

T

ravelling on the ferries in the Southern Strait of Georgia,
have you ever noticed flocks of birds wheeling low over
the water, diving and swimming in the rips and standing
waves, and perching on floating logs and the shores of Active
Pass between Mayne and Galiano Islands?
The significance of Active Pass to avian life came into sharper
focus on Sunday, October 30. Two ceremonies dedicating
Important Bird Area interpretive signage were held; one north
of the Pass at Bellhouse Park on Galiano and the other on the
south side at Mayne’s Georgina Point Lighthouse (part of the
federal Gulf Islands National Park Reserve). The Mayne Island
sign was designed by Parks Canada with input from steward
group, Mayne Island Conservancy. The Galiano sign was
commisioned by the other steward group, Galiano
Conservancy, its original painted by Galiano wildlife artist
Elizabeth McClelland.
Active Pass was designated an Important Bird Area (IBA) in
2001 because its rich tidal waters support a great diversity of
bird species. The area is also key habitat for marine mammals
and both migratory and resident fish species.
Over the winter, the IBA supports significant numbers of two
waterbirds, the Pacific Loon and Brandt’s Cormorant. The area
also sustains populations of Bonaparte’s Gull during their fall
and spring migrations. Up to ten pairs of Bald Eagles nest along
the shores of the IBA, and upwards of 100 eagles occasionally
forage here in the winter months. In all, there are about 40
species of marine and marine-associated birds that regularly
use Active Pass at some time in their annual life cycle.
For thousands of years, indigenous peoples used the waters
for shellfish gathering, reef fishing and waterfowl netting.
Nowadays, the IBA area provides recreational opportunities
such as fishing, beachcombing, scuba diving, kayaking and
nature watching.
On October 30, the ferry schedule was friendly to those

www.conservancyonmayne.com, www.galianoconservancy.ca 0
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Ottawa Report

I

Silencing debate: A government in a hurry

t was beginning to look as though I would not be able
‘Mr Speaker, from 1913 to 1956, a period of over 40 years,
time
limits on debates were used ten times. In the last 40
to deliver on a promise I made in the election. If you,
days,
it has been used seven times, making a new historical
dear reader, made it to any of the all-candidate
record.
What used to be the exception to the rule appears
meetings, or came to any smaller ‘house parties’ to meet
to
now
be
the rule.’
your Green Party candidate, you likely heard my plan (even
At
this
point I became aware of a great deal of yelling.
as one MP) for how I could contribute to greater decorum
Conservative
members were shouting ‘TIME!’ The CBC’s
in the House of Commons.
Kady
O’Malley
noticed it and tweeted ‘Do the CPC MPs
I had spoken with others—from Preston Manning to
really
have
to
heckle
Elizabeth May…?’
Carolyn Bennett—who began their time in the House
My
plan
suddenly
took hold and I simply sat down. MPs
pledging to never heckle but abandoned the highroad when
around
me
looked
confused, so I said (not realizing my
they tired of being heckled themselves.
microphone
was still on): ‘I am only sitting
It struck me as a new approach, worth trying,
because
I
cannot
be heard.’
to improve decorum by refusing to heckle,
The
Speaker
called for order and gave me
and also refusing to continue speaking over
‘But this, the
back
the
floor.
It was quiet, and I resumed:
heckling.
highlighting of a
‘Thank
you,
Mr.
Speaker. I would like to ask
The principle seemed straightforward:
the
government
House leader if we can
government shutting
interrupting and speaking in offensive
again
restore
a
parliamentary
tradition that
terms toward a Member of Parliament
down debate provoked limits on debates occur when matters are
both violate Standing Orders of the House.
urgent or otherwise justified and do not
immediate abuse of
Perhaps if I refused to continue over the
become
routine?’
interruptions and rudeness and simply sat
decorum.’
A
second
surprise: the Opposition benches
down, even mid-question, the Speaker would
broke
into
applause.
Not responding to the
call for order and then I could continue without
question
came
the
reply
from
the Hon Peter Van Loan
the distracting abuse. And if the Speaker did not rise and
(Leader
of
the
Government
in
the
House of Commons,
call for order, I would miss my question. My reasoning was,
CPC):
‘Mr
Speaker,
in
the
last
election
Canadians gave us a
if I kept to my plan and missed many questions, the media
strong
mandate
to
deliver
on
jobs
for
Canadians…’
would have to start covering my efforts and public support
It is good news to find that refusing to speak over the
could push other MPs to change as well.
noise
has had one successful test.
Since June, with one question per week in Question
However,
the main reason I wanted to share this
Period, and with over 100 interventions in debates and
exchange
is
that
it points up a topic so sensitive to the
speeches, I have been waiting for the first moment when I
government
that
heckling
is immediate.
would be heckled. Yet, and this was a nice surprise, I was
I
have
spoken
out
on
asbestos, climate change, tax
not being yelled at or interrupted. As the days and weeks
fairness,
our
fisheries,
the
threat
of oil tankers, trade union
went by, I began to assume that respect when I was on my
issues,
human
rights,
the
Wheat
Board, pharmaceuticals,
feet in the House would merely continue. But then on
Libya,
and
on
and
on.
But
this,
the highlighting of a
November 3, I asked this question:
government shutting down debate, provoked immediate
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— ElizAbEth MAy

abuse of decorum.
Ever since we resumed Parliament in mid-September,
the government has moved to shut down debate and rush
bills through Second Reading. From killing the Wheat
Board, ending the Gun Registry, pushing through the
Omnibus Crime Bill, the so-called Human Smuggling Act
(which calls for the jailing of all refugees arriving by ship for
a year), the budget implementation act, and the
redistribution of seats, again and again debate has been cut
short. It is a new historical record—and not one of which the
prime minister should be proud.
This is not the only development in this fall’s session that
points to increasing control by the centre to shut down
democratic debate. Parliamentary committees, the least
partisan aspect of the House of Commons, had already been
politicized in the previous Minority Parliament.
Conservative Committee chairs were instructed to avoid any
testimony embarrassing to their party, even if it meant
throwing down a pen and storming from the room to bring
proceedings to a halt. Now, with their majority, the
Conservative government has found a new way to avoid
evidence it does not want to hear.
More and more of the business of committees is being
conducted in secret. In-camera committee meetings used
to cover private discussions, such as which witnesses should
be called. Now the hearings can take place in secret when
witnesses are testifying, or when a vote is held on motions
of importance. After an in-camera session, it is impossible
to know who said what or how anyone voted.
The increasing limitations of debate and reduced
daylight on House proceedings is not healthy. Many of us
are wondering, with a majority of the seats and no election
until 2015, why are the Conservatives in such a hurry? Is
democratic debate really such a threat? 0
Elizabeth May is the MP for Saanich-Gulf Islands and
leader of the Green Party of Canada.
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Moving toward a dream—an affordable
housing community on Galiano Island
Suzanne Fournier and Art Moses
essentially like this: VanCity Savings Credit
Union has agreed to advance a mortgage for
the $280,000 purchase price, with the
owners agreeing to donate $80,000 to a
local non-profit charitable organization
which in turn would buy part of the ALR
section of the property for a community
garden, create a publicly accessible nature
path and dedicate it in honour of the
owners’ family. The $80,000 would then be
paid back to VanCity to reduce the size of the
mortgage.
In turn GL&CHT will lease housing sites
to young families for $200/month. The
families would then build their own homes
on the site and create a model sustainable
affordable community. So far seven people
have filled out applications and five more
are interested.
‘Children of Island families who can’t get
additional density on their family’s land
would be the highest priority,’ Hennessey
says. ‘We want to hold the community
together.’
Next would be Islanders having difficulty
staying on their land as their income
shrinks, and then young people who come
to the Island, fall in love with it, but for
whom the cost of land is prohibitive.
Hennessey says the community loan
fund is willing to lend up to $10,000 for
construction of houses in the development.
‘This project is not just good for the
people who will have a home in it, but will
be a benefit for the whole community; it will
keep young families on the island. We need
the energy of young people. ‘If we don’t do
something soon, Galiano will become a
summer camp for rich people,’ he adds.
The affordable housing society is holding
a dance on Friday, November 18 at the
South Hall to celebrate their success with
the project so far. 0

Seven ways to improve food security

A

report released recently by the
Pacific Institute for Climate
Solutions confirms the concerns of
local communities that are addressing the
issue of food security. It also emphasizes the
need to address, on a wider provincial scale,
the challenges that our food systems will face
as a result of climate change.
The report, entitled Climate Change and
Food Security in British Columbia, says that
British Columbians should not assume that
food supplies will continue to be easily
accessible in future, and more steps should
be taken to improve food security as climate
change and other pressures evolve.
The report examines how climate change
is expected to alter BC’s current system of
food production and import and export,
together with non-climatic pressures on food
supply, such as population growth and the
world trend towards agriculturally intensive
diets of meat, dairy and fats.
About half of the food consumed in BC
comes from elsewhere in Canada or other
countries. As California is BC’s main source
for fruit and vegetables, diversification away
from this climate-change sensitive region
should be a priority for BC food security
policy, says the report’s lead author, Canada
Research Chair Aleck Ostry.
‘Drought-prone California is just one
example of where we are vulnerable. BC’s
own fruit bowl, the Okanagan, is also likely
facing drier growing conditions, and the
province’s greenhouse vegetable industry is
mainly export oriented. Self-sufficiency will
be a key issue for our future food security,’

he stated. However, Ostry says uncertainty
about how climate change will unfold within
BC regions means locally sourced food isn’t
the sole solution, especially when it is
environmentally better to import certain
goods. He says BC needs to increase supply,
reduce emissions in the agricultural sector
and improve food security—and that will
require developing proactive, evidencebased policies. The report makes seven
recommendations:
1. Facilitate more agricultural and health
sector partnerships to ensure more effective
food policies.
2. Encourage people to choose healthier and
more environmentally sustainable diets.
3. Promote local agriculture to reduce BC’s
dependence on imports.
4. Develop a better policy evidence base,
especially for analyzing greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions at each stage in food
supply chains and for assessing the
economic implications of different
production, import and export strategies.
5. Determine the likely impacts of different
climatic scenarios on BC crops to maximize
land productivity.
6. Ensure that current initiatives underway
in BC to manage GHG emissions from the
meat industry and from manure are
effective, as these are the agricultural sector’s
biggest emitters.
7. In a world of rising food prices, develop
policies to cushion the impact of reduced
food availability and access for those with
low incomes. View the report at
www.pics.uvic.ca/white_papers.php. 0

Photo: Toby Snelgrove

Mayne Islanders gather along Georgina Point Road in front of St Mary Magdalene Church to
observe Remembrance Day.
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On November 19th vote

Larry Woods
For Islands Trust on Salt Spring

"If I didn't believe in the Islands Trust,
I wouldn't be running!"

“

It takes courage to resist
easy, short-term decision
making. It takes creativity to
figure out alternatives.
The Islands Trust is one of the
few governance tools that
forces us to think sustainably.
I know that Larry will use it to
make courageous, creative
decisions as your Trustee.

TODO

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER
1. Start thinking about a
winter holiday
2. Knit up a storm
3. Make a nice big hearty
pot of chili
4. Winter tires?
5. Warm up by a bonfire
with friends

“

T

he Galiano Land and Community
Housing Trust (GL&CHT) has
applied to the Galiano Island Local
Trust Committee to rezone a 10 acre parcel
to
Community
Facility–Affordable
Housing. This determined group of Galiano
residents, with support from a local
landowner and help from zoning provisions
in the island’s new Official Community Plan,
is taking significant steps toward realizing a
dream—affordable housing for young
Islanders in the business centre of the island.
GL&CHT hopes to have the application
proceed through to first reading by the LTC
meeting in December. GL&CHT member
Tom Hennessey is optimistic the LTC will
approve the project. ‘The new Official
Community Plan is great,’ Hennessey says.
‘Galiano’s LTC has been very much attuned
to the needs of the community for affordable
housing and has included many helpful new
provisions for affordable housing in the new
OCP.
GL&CHT has an agreement to purchase
the land, which is located behind the
Daystar Market and next to the Page Drive
seniors’ residence, near the centrally located
intersection of Porlier Pass Drive and
Georgeson Bay Road. The site is near stores,
restaurants, the pub, hardware store and the
South End community hall.
Hennessey says the rezoning application
asks for increased density on the four acres
of the lot which is currently zoned Rural
Residential; the rest of the lot, currently
owned by the Konantz/Bice family, is in the
Agricultural Land Reserve. The rezoning
would mean about 15 dwellings on the site.
The increased density would be similar to
that in effect at the nearby seniors’
residence.
The details have not all been finalized,
but the economics of the project would look

Briony Penn

For information on when and where to vote visit:

larryfortrust.ca
STRIKE THE RIGHT BALANCE

The Choice is Clear
Don't let Galiano!s future be decided
by the off-island and unelected
Private Managed Forest Land Council !

Louise Decario and Sandy Pottle
are committed to
planning by the community,
through locally elected,
locally accountable Trustees

RE-ELECT

Louise & Sandy

TWEET

"@Galiano4LS

on the WEB:

Galiano4LouiseandSandy.org

Galiano 4 Louise and Sandy

www.islandtides.com
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A Westcoast life

— book review by Mary Ann Moore

urt Lang’s life was full of such a variety of
occupations, avocations and inventions that there’s
something to pique everyone’s interest in this
biography by one of his friends, Claudia Cornwall.
For twelve years, Claudia and Gordon Cornwall were
friends of Lang’s and their recollections include the
businesses the men were involved in together as well as their
personal interactions. The Cornwalls kept journals and Lang
had unpublished writing, all of which have been an
invaluable resource for this biography. Cornwall also talked
to many of Lang’s friends: mother Hope, wives Gail (now
Abby) and Ruth, brother Greg who writes the introduction,
and Cornwall’s husband Gordon.
Cornwall illustrates Lang’s mercurial nature and allows
him to take centre stage; though she poses questions and
offers her opinions and personal thoughts.
The unfolding story is rather like reading a mystery
novel; like a private eye, the author set out to find out all
she can about her subject and his usual haunts.
I particularly enjoy reading about writers’ early lives, so
was interested in the fact that, when Lang was a teenager,
he showed his poems to Malcolm Lowry who had already
published Under the Volcano and was living in a North
Vancouver beach cottage. Al Purdy also became a friend in
1952, when he was working in a mattress factory.

Previously unpublished correspondence sheds light on
the two poets as well as their friendship. When Lang died
in 1998, Purdy wrote a poem, For Curt Lang. (Purdy
himself died two years later.)
Lang knew other poets such as John
Newlove and artists including David
Marshall and Fred Douglas.
Douglas and Lang shared ‘a
dilapidated, rat-infested studio’ on
Vancouver’s West Pender in the late
1950s. They got up to a lot of mischief
while working as janitors at the
Vancouver Art Gallery!
In the book’s foreword, David Beers
says Lang ‘made a virtue of poverty.’ He
was part of a milieu described by one
friend as ‘a stimulating mix of
hoodlums and intellectuals.’ Lang knew
‘a surprising amount about a surprising number of subjects,’
his brother Greg said—even teaching himself Spanish by
translating Federico Garcia Lorca.
In the early 1970s, Lang was a street photographer and a
member of the Leonard Frank Memorial Society of
Documentary Photographers, along with his good friend
Fred Douglas.

C

Previously unpublished poetry, drawings and
photographs are included in the book as well as an
exceptional portfolio of forty rare 1972 Vancouver
photographs: wood houses, small corner grocery stores,
cafes and apartments are among the images
of the ordinary places that make up a city and
would have appealed to the unpretentious
Lang.
Lang went on to design and build boats
and become a fisherman in his thirties.
During the next decade, he became involved
in the high-tech industry where he was
awarded two patents and started several
companies. He and three others developed
the range camera still used by Custom
Industrial Automation (CIA) for its coking
drum inspection services. Hardware and
software that Lang developed for the railroad
industry is still used all over North America.
At one point, Cornwall feared she was ‘locking him in to
these pages.’ From what I’ve read, there can be no locking
of Curt Lang, even after death. The book will no doubt ignite
more memories of the man and earlier days of Vancouver
and environs. 0
‘At The World’s Edge: Curt Lang’s Vancouver 1937-1998’,
Claudia Cornwall, Mother Tongue Publishing, 2011, $29.95.

Islands Trust seeking federal action on Salish Sea oil spill response plan

I

slands Trust Chair Sheila Malcolmson has once again
written to the Federal Minister of Transport about the
threat of tanker accidents and oil spills in the Salish Sea.
This area, which includes most of the Trust Islands, is
extremely vulnerable to tanker accidents.
The Trust’s latest concern is with the increasing tanker
traffic carrying tar sands bitumen from the Westridge
(Burnaby) terminal of Kinder Morgan’s Trans-Mountain
pipeline. The pipeline, which was originally built to supply
conventional Alberta crude to local refineries is now
increasingly being used for the export of diluted bitumen
and synthetic crude to Asia. Kinder Morgan has also
expressed interest in enlarging its pipeline capacity, and
thus the number of tankers traveling through the Gulf
Islands.
With accelerated pressure from the federal government
and pipeline and producer corporations to export tar sands

petroleum products to Asia, the Trust Area is in a situation
of increasing risk.
The Minister’s response to an earlier letter from the
Islands Trust was to indicate that a pilot project would be
undertaken to develop an oil spill response plan for the
Salish Sea.

Diluted Bitumen Harder to Clean Up?
The latest Islands Trust letter expresses particular concern
about response plans for a spill of diluted bitumen from the
Alberta tar sands. The Trust is apprehensive that the nature
of this product presents particular hazards in the case of a
tanker accident—it is heavier and stickier.
Chair Malcolmson’s letter asks the Transport Minister,
Denis Lebel, for information on the behaviour of this
‘unconventional oil’ in both estuarine and ocean waters. In
particular, does it stay on the surface, remain suspended in

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION TO APPLY
FOR A DISPOSITION OF CROWN LAND

Written comments concerning this application should be directed to the Section Head, Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations at 142-2080 Labieux Road, Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9
or emailed to: AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca. Comments will be received by MFLNRO until
December 9th 2011. MFLNRO may not be able to consider comments received after this date.
Please visit our website at http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/ApplicationPosting/index.jsp for more information.
Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be considered part of the public record. For
more information, contact the Freedom of Information Advisor.

INTEGRATED LAND MANAGEMENT BUREAU
www.islandtides.com

More Questions from the Trust
From these initial questions, it is clear that the advent of tar
sands oil, in an increasing numbers of tankers, is an area of
serious concern to the Islands Trust, with its specific
mandate of environmental protection.
The letter also raises questions about the particular
impacts of the condensate component of diluted bitumen.
The condensate not only poses hazards due to its
evaporation (toxicity to wildlife and humans) but also
because it facilitates increased penetration of the bitumen
into shoreside environments.
The Trust also expresses its concern that existing oil spill
response methods, equipment, and protocols may not be
effective with the heavier unconventional tar sands
products.

Getting Answers
Malcolmson’s letter requests specific and detailed answers
to these questions from the federal government. Implicit in
the letter is strong criticism of Transport Canada’s plan to
deal with oil spills in the ecologically fragile shores of the
Gulf Islands.
The Trust letter was copied to ministers of both the
provincial and federal governments, Trust Area MLAs and
MPs, local governments including San Juan County, Kinder
Morgan, and bodies responsible for oil spill cleanup.
Malcolmson’s letter is clearly intended to raise awareness
of the increasing risk and greater potential impacts of tanker
accidents. 0

Take notice that British Columbia Hydro and
Power Authority of Vancouver, B.C., intends
to make an application to Ministry of Forests,
Lands and Natural Resource Operations
(MFLNRO), West Coast Service Centre
for a statutory right of way, for an electric
distribution submarine power line situated
on Provincial Crown land located at: 1. the
terminal pole at Enke Road on Galiano Island
lying between Lot A Sec 7 Galiano Island Cowichan District Plan 23261 and Lot 5 Sec 7 Galiano Island
Cowichan District Plan 11768 2. submarine cable running through Strait of Georgia Channel 3. the
terminal pole on Gossip Island at the 10 foot wide lane lying between Lots 17 and 18, Gossip Island
Cowichan District Plan 11252.

RADIO from page 1

3191

The Lands File Number that has been established for this application is File #1413683.

the water column, or sink to the bottom? And if it sinks, how
does the Ministry plan to remove it from the sea bottom,
where it could do severe damage to wildlife habitat?
Further, if it cannot be removed, what would be the effects
on wildlife and habitat, and on people who depend on
them?

‘The budget to get us up and running is $320,000, which
will cover the cost of setting up a tower, studio and offices.
Our estimated annual running costs will be $58,000.’
CKGI is hoping to cover the running costs through a
portion of property taxes following a referendum. If that
doesn’t pan out, those sums will have to come from
fundraising efforts and on-air advertising.
‘We’re planning our first big fundraiser of the year, on
January 7, 2012, titled You Turn Me On—I’m a Radio.
We’re looking for musicians and performers willing to
donate their efforts to the show, as well as volunteers to help
work the show,’ says Zakreski. ‘We also have to prepare for
public hearings for the siting of the tower and finalize a
suitable studio space.’
In the meantime, CKGI invites islanders to join in the
January 7 celebration of its hard-won and well-deserved
right to broadcast what Zakreski hopes will eventually
become ‘one of the finest community radio stations in
Canada.’
For info or to volunteer email stnmgr@CKGI.ca. 0
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Pender Island trick-or-treaters look as if they are about to become treats for a rather large feline.

LETTERS from page 5

20,659 vehicles and 65,713 passengers (26% and 29.8% of
Route 9’s island traffic).
With 8.5% of Route 9’s service population, Galiano
Island receives 26% of Route 9’s vehicle traffic and 29.8%
of its passengers.
The Route 9 traffic stats indicate a well-known trendline, the further down the service route an island goes, the
less traffic is carried to that island. For instance, with 66%
of the population, Salt Spring Island only receives 35% of
Route 9 traffic while Galiano’s 8.5% of the serviced
population receives almost the same percentage of traffic.
By assigning the nominal economic value of $100 per
vehicle and driver, and $50 to a walk-on passenger, the
nominal economic value of Route 9 to Galiano Island is
$4,318,600 or 28.7% of the total nominal value carried by
Route 9. By comparison, Mayne Island’s ‘Second-Stop’
provides for 9.9% of the total serviced population and
receives only 11.7% of Route 9’s total nominal economic
value.
It must be reiterated that the loss of our ‘First Stop
scheduling or a ‘hub’ re-routing would result in a nominal
economic loss of greater than 58% of the present value
received. This assumes a drop in the nominal economic
value to a 12% ‘Second-Stop’ advantage as compared to the
present 28% ‘First-Stop’ advantage. A 58% drop in value to
any economic system would have devastating consequences
for the social and economic fabric of Galiano Island.
Thomas & Helen Schnare, Galiano Island

Farming, Money & Human Nature
Dear Editor:
When humans invented farming, we invented the ability to
exterminate ourselves through overpopulation. When we
were hunter-gatherers, our population couldn’t outgrow our
natural food sources. With farming, overpopulation became
possible, and we began to progressively destroy original
ecosystems to make room for crops to support our growing
numbers.
When we invented money, we invented an even better

reason to destroy the natural world. Before money was
invented, it made no sense for a hunter to kill more than he
could use and then hoard it, because large excesses just
rotted. Sharing made sense and hoarding didn’t. Money,
however, doesn’t rot, and it really opened the throttle on a
few of our less admirable tendencies like selfishness and
greed.
In BC the results are obvious. Native people lived here
for more than 10,000 years without destroying the forests
and the salmon. They didn’t have money, but we brought
it. We laid waste to the forests and fish in less than 200
years, and we did it all for money. Somehow, humans and
money together create an almost diabolical mix. We’re
currently destroying our planet and ourselves as
energetically and speedily as we can, and our biggest
concern seems to be the price of gas.
Our entire society is based on money, including our
‘democratic’ governments (which are presently being
destroyed by the lure of money from large corporations),
our education systems, our media, even our food and
entertainment. Money and population growth go well
together, because corporations always need more
consumers so that they can keep making more money.
Is this good for us? As humans, we’re the only creatures
on earth with the ability to choose. The road we’re on leads
to a cliff. Shall we just keep the pedal to the metal?
We can change the direction of our society, but it requires
a lot of hard thought and action. Whether we realize it or
not, our government is us—it won’t change unless we do.
Karl Stevenson, Royston

Let’s Re-regulate BCHydro
Dear Editor:
Did you know that BCHydro’s information systems are
owned by Accenture, headquartered in Houston, Texas? All
of BCHydro’s information is processed south of our national
boundary and is subject to review by USA Homeland
Security. This occurred in the early 2000s when BCHydro
sold its information systems to Accenture and entered into
a service contract with that firm to ‘buy its information back

Photo: Keith Berringer

in more useful form.’
Consider that Power Smart conservation potential is still
roughly equivalent to ten Site-C dams worth of energy at
roughly half the cost per kWh. And that potential is 90%
dependent upon consumer information to identify,
quantify, deliver and evaluate the conservation resource.
Who needs NAFTA, when we have BCHydro and Accenture
exploiting our energy?
If BCHydro can justify its so called ‘Smart Meters’ in the
context of Power Smart conservation potential and the
potential of so called ‘in situ’ or ‘self-generated’ power, and
takes immediate action to re-patriate our information
systems and data, then there might be a ‘net social benefit’
argument in favour of ‘smarter meters’. Without these
qualifiers, the $1 billion cost of the current ‘smart meter’
project is not in the public interest, and represents a net loss
of full social costs.
The Accenture deals were not heard in public hearing by
the BCUC. The ‘smart meter’ project is not to be heard in
public hearing by the BCUC. Word out of Victoria is that the
Site-C dam project will not be heard in public hearing by the
BCUC. BCHydro is not regulated!
All expenditures by BCHydro, whether on capital
projects such as dams, meters or information systems must
be recouped, by law, including: depreciation, repairs and
maintenance, interest and after-tax equivalent profit. And
all these costs that are recovered from rate-paying
customers on their bills. Make no mistake, if regulators do
not regulate the capital spending of BCHydro, they do not
regulate the rates at all!
The BCUC Act must be repealed and re-written, along
with the Environmental Assessment Act, and the two Acts
must empower the same set of commissioners to report, not
to the government in power, but only to the people,
represented by the full Legislative body.
Occupy the public interest! Hold BCHydro’s Board of
Directors personally accountable under the laws of BC. They
have no right to waste our money, health or nature.
John Hague, Gabriola Island 0
www.islandtides.com
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Bonfires have a universal attraction as nights get longer and colder. This one was a feature of Mayne Island’s annual Hallowe’en fireworks.

FACC: get back to basics, BC Ferries

T

NOTICE OF WOOD POLE TEST
AND TREAT
To ensure public safety, safety of our workers, and electrical system
reliability, BC Hydro contractors inspect wood power poles along
distribution lines and carry out treatment if required. Poles that have
been in service for at least 14 years (lodgepole pine) and 20 years
(western red cedar) are inspected, tested for strength and treated
near ground level with wood preservative to prevent and/or stop decay.
Untreated poles typically have a service life of only 30 years, while treated
poles can last up to 70 years, conserving demand on our forest resources.
Wood poles will be inspected and treated along distribution lines between
December 1, 2011 and March 15, 2012 on Salt Spring Island.

3193

Wood preservatives used are approved and registered for utility wood
poles by Health Canada. Contractors are certified and licensed by the
BC Ministry of Environment, and work is completed under the direction of
BC Hydro in accordance with BC Hydro’s Pest Management Plan for Wood
Structure Maintenance, No. 105-0976-09/14.
For more information contact: Raymond Irving, Field Manager at
1 250 755 4798 or email Raymond.Irving@bchydro.com.

For 50 years, BC Hydro has been providing clean, reliable electricity to our customers.
Today we are planning for the next 50 years by investing in new projects, upgrading
existing facilities and working with our customers to conserve energy through
Power Smart.
Learn more at bchydro.com/regeneration50

www.islandtides.com
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he Ferry Advisory Committee Chairs
(FACC) are telling the BC Ferry
Commissioner that it is time for the
ferry system to get back to basics.
They want to see the Coastal Ferry Act
amended to replace the existing six
principles with one simple, customeroriented principle: to provide a safe,
reliable, affordable ferry service.
‘Affordability means that fares should
increase in line with the Consumer Price
Index (CPI). Instead, fare increases have
been several times higher,’ says Bill Cripps,
who Chairs the North Sunshine Coast
Ferry Advisory Committee.
The FACC is recommending that
government contributions be sufficiently
increased, in April 2012, to support a major
roll-back in fares on the non-major routes.
The FACC have submitted their
comments to BC Ferry Commissioner
Gord Macatee in a paper entitled ‘Ferry
Governance: A Matter of Ideology’.
The Commissioner is conducting a
review of the Coastal Ferry Act, which lays
out the governance model for the ferry
system. He will deliver a final report to the
BC Government in early 2012.
Since the Coastal Ferry Act was
adopted in 2003, communities have
suffered economically and socially as
substantial declines in minor route traffic
have led to businesses shrinking or closing,
families being isolated, schools losing
enrollment, young people leaving and
tourism plummeting, according to the
FACC submission.
‘The Act signaled a disastrous
ideological shift in approach to ferry service

that needs correcting if ferry-dependent
communities, and BC Ferries itself, are to
survive in a sustainable way ,’ says Brian
Hollingshead, chair of the Southern Gulf
Islands FAC. ‘WAC Bennett created BC
Ferries to provide reliable, safe, affordable
transportation to coastal communities that
depended on ferry service as a lifeline. The
principles included in the Coastal Ferry
Act do not address these objectives. Instead
they focus on the sustainability of the ferry
operator and a requirement to reduce
government contributions in favour of
user-pay.’
The FACC believes that it is this ideology
that has allowed ferry fares to increase by
up to 100% since 2003. Escalating fares
have been followed by steadily declining
traffic. In addition to impacting
communities, this drop in traffic means
that BC Ferries is nowhere near meeting its
target for return on equity. This is eroding
its ability to operate sustainably.
‘The Province needs to get away from
the concept that BC Ferries should operate
as if it is a commercial enterprise when in
reality it is a regulated natural monopoly
providing an essential transportation
service,’ says Tony Law, Chair of the
Denman-Hornby
Ferry
Advisory
Committee. ‘The bottom line is that ferries
provide the same basic function for coastal
communities as highways do for other
communities. This is what we mean by
getting back to basics.’
The FACC is comprised of the chairs of
twelve local and regional Ferry Advisory
Committees appointed by BC Ferries. 0
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SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 64
(GULF ISLANDS)
NOTICE OF ELECTION BY VOTING 2011
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given to the electors of School District No. 64 (Gulf Islands)
that an Election By Voting is necessary to fill the offices of Trustees on the Board of School
District No. 64 (Gulf Islands) and that the persons nominated, for a three year term
commencing December 2011 and terminating after the election held in 2014 in accordance
with the legislation in the Local Government Act (2014), as candidates at the Election By
Voting and for whom votes will be received are listed below:

GALIANO ISLAND (One trustee to be elected)
Surname
MacGillivary

Given Names
Bonnie Elspeth

Residential Address
204 Harper Road,
Galiano Island, B.C. V0N 1P0

Elected by Acclamation
MAYNE ISLAND (One trustee to be elected)
Surname
McKenzie

Given Names
May

Residential Address
S4 C7,
Mayne Island, B.C. V0N 2J0

Elected by Acclamation
PENDER ISLANDS (One trustee to be elected)
Surname
Williams

Given Names
Pete

Residential Address
2710 Privateers Road,
Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M2

Elected by Acclamation
SALT SPRING ISLAND (Three trustees to be elected)
Surname
Byers

Given Names
Katharine

Residential Address
PO Box 673 Stn Ganges,
Salt Spring Island, B.C, V8K 2R3

Clark

Cindy

157 Grantville Street,
Salt Spring Island, B.C, V8K 1P1

Elwell

Jean

1681 North Beach Road,
Salt Spring Island, B.C, V8K 1A8

Howe

Scott T.

107 Desiree Drive,
Salt Spring Island, B.C, V8K 2X2

Hunt

Christine

P.O. Box 594,
Salt Spring Island, B.C, V8K 2W2

Page

Kathy

181 Isle View Drive,
Salt Spring Island, B.C, V8K 2G5

Pingle

Rob

200 Cedar Lane,
Salt Spring Island, B.C, V8K 1R3

Ryan

Michael

230 Rourke Road,
Salt Spring Island, B.C, V8K 2E7

Wakefield

John

351 Upper Ganges Road,
Salt Spring Island, B.C, V8K 107

Wilkinson

Neal

176 Menhinick Drive,
Salt Spring Island, B.C, V8K 1W7

Growers and Producers Alliance
projects are sprouting - Reina LeBaron

T

he Hornby/Denman Growers and
Producers Alliance (GPA) has
sprouted some interesting projects in
its first year. The GPA recently bought a
mobile stainless steel juice press and grinder
for renting to members, and is now
considering acquiring a pasteurizer to
accompany the juice press.
Funds to develop a logo and to buy a
second-hand cooler for local produce at the
Denman store were also approved. This will
greatly enhance the profile and sales of
Denman produce. On Hornby, the Co-op
Store has long been an outlet for local foods
and products.
A final grant came from the Hornby
Community Fund for researching, designing
and printing a Hornby Local Food and
Growers Guide brochure to be distributed in
2012. This project is just getting underway.
Last year, Hornby and Denman
economic enhancement groups hosted
meetings to explore how they could support
Island growers. The Growers & Producers
Alliance (GPA) emerged as a channel for
funding, advocacy and education for local
farmers and food producers.
Our first public appearance after
becoming a non-profit society was to host a
‘10-10-10 Gala Local Food Dinner’ on
Hornby last October. The food was donated
by local growers, cooked by local people and
enjoyed by about 70 guests in formal attire.
This amazing event provided the bulk of the
funding to buy an excellent stainless steel
chicken plucker and associated equipment.
The plucking machine has been
demonstrated and rented out to GPA
members several times. Those rubber
‘fingers’ really make the feathers fly and
make home poultry processing much faster

and more pleasant.
Max Rogers gave an excellent
presentation on Hornby of some different
styles of movable chicken pens, followed by
a lively discussion about their various
advantages and disadvantages. A booklet
will hopefully be developed in 2012 to
accompany the presentation that will
include plans for an easy-to-build ‘chicken
tractor’.
The GPA co-sponsored a number of
workshops in 2011 including: chicken health,
chicken-plucking, seed-saving, bee-keeping
and mushroom-growing. We hope to offer
some of these same workshops next year as
well as others yet to be decided.
It has been quite a first year! The GPA
thank everyone who supported the seedling
group and helped it grow from an idea to a
reality. Local food production is crucial to
food security and a healthy self-supporting
system of provision for our communities.
Sometimes, when we are working in our
gardens, taking care of our animals or
sweating over the late-summer canning, it
can seem as if our actions are insignificant
and it would be easier to just drive down to
the store for a cheap jar of jam, an expensive
organic chicken, or a California lettuce.
Fortunately, many islanders recognize
and value the effort and enjoyment of
providing for ourselves. If every community
encouraged backyard farming and home
food processing, the world would be well on
its way to ending the stranglehold of
industrial corporate agriculture that is
rapidly eroding the health of the planet. Join
this global movement of growers and
producers: ‘Occupy the Land’ and enjoy
sharing the fruits of your labour. 0

SATURNA ISLAND (One trustee to be elected)
Surname
Middleditch

Given Names
Susanne

Residential Address
PO Box 99,
Saturna Island, B.C. V0N 2Y0

Elected by Acclamation
GENERAL VOTING DAY for the election of trustees will be open Saturday the
nineteenth (19th) day of November 2011, TO QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 64 (GULF ISLANDS) at the following places:
1.

SALT SPRING ISLAND
Community Gospel Chapel, 147 Vesuvius Bay Road
Salt Spring Island Elementary School, 122 Rainbow Road
Fulford Elementary School, 203 South Ridge Road

2.

RICHMOND, B.C.
AR MacNeil Secondary School Gym, 6611, No. 4 Road, Richmond, B.C.

Between the hours of 8:00 A.M. and 8:00 P.M on Saturday, the nineteenth (19th)
day of November 2011 of which every person is hereby required to take notice and
be so governed accordingly and
ADVANCE VOTING DAYS for the election of Trustees Salt Spring Island will be
open between the hours of 8:00 A.M. and 8:00 P.M. on Wednesday, the ninth
(9th) day of November 2011 and Wednesday, the sixteenth (16th) day of
November 2011 at the following Voting Places:
1.

SALTSPRING ISLAND
Meeting Room, Ganges Fire Hall, 105 Lower Ganges Road

2.

SIDNEY, B.C.
Mary Winspear Centre, 2243 Beacon Avenue

Given under my hand at Victoria, B.C. this Twenty fourth (24th) day of October, 2011.
Thomas F. Moore,
Chief Election Officer

Photo: Torsten Hranchuk

BALD EAGLE
www.islandtides.com
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Political parties join
majority of Canadians
against ‘online spying’ bills

O

n November 8, the movement against online
spying took a step forward. Marc Garneau, the
Liberal Party of Canada’s House Leader, released
the party’s position on the pending ‘Lawful Access’ bills. Its
position is in line with concerns expressed by
OpenMedia.ca, the Stop Online Spying Coalition, Canada’s
Privacy Commissioners, and the 75,000+ Canadians who
have signed the petition at http://StopSpying.ca.
Under the ‘Lawful Access’ bills, authorities would have
unprecedented access to Canadians’ internet use without
judicial oversight.
The Liberals’ statement raises concerns about the
warrantless nature of the proposed legislation: ‘The Liberal
Party of Canada is against granting police access to personal
information (subscriber or otherwise) without a warrant.’
The Liberal Party, New Democratic Party, Green Party,
and privacy commissioners from every province and
territory have spoken out against the government’s
proposed online spying legislation.
‘Every party with a seat in the house except the
Conservatives has recognized what a slippery slope the
online spying bills are,’ says Steve Anderson, Executive
Director of OpenMedia.ca. ‘With every major political party
and eight in ten Canadians against these measures, it’s past
time the government put some reasonable privacy
safeguards in place.’ 0

bC legislature Report

— ClAiRE tREvEnA

S

eniors’ issues were front and centre in the Legislature Community Living.
the first week of November. There had been a
BC’s history of work with the developmentally disabled
number of deaths of seniors in care which reached is not good; part of that sad legacy is those who were
the headlines. Despite repeated questions, the Liberal institutionalised at Woodlands School. As opposition we
government offered little comfort to families or to those have been fighting for compensation for everyone who
looking at care options for themselves or their elderly attended that school. Adrian Dix and I raised this in
relatives.
Question Period.
As Opposition we have been pushing for an independent
The government is still claiming that shipping our jobs
advocate for seniors, similar to the Representative for to China is the best way to rebuild our economy. We showed
Children and Youth, and we tabled bills which would see the hypocrisy of this with the example of a mill in the
this position created. It is doubtful the Liberal government northwest of the province. It reopened in the summer, with
will allow these private members bills to see the
the premier in attendance, and was closed by autumn
light of day, but for the sake of our seniors the
because it can’t get logs. Those logs are going to
‘the
government most certainly should take them
China. The premier got her photo opportunity
government is
seriously.
and the workers got their pink slips.
still claiming that
While it is ignoring the needs of seniors
We have been raising issues important to
shipping our jobs to
and doing nothing about the growing
our forest-dependent communities. The
China is the best way government introduced a bill which would
disparity between the rich and the poor in
our province, in Question Period the
allow woodlot licensees to take their private
to rebuild our
government has continued to defend the big
land parcel out of the woodlot. I was able to talk
economy.’
bonuses paid to BCHydro executives, BCFerries
about the importance of the woodlot programme
executives and crown agency Community Living
to our communities and to ask about what the
BC executives.
government hoped to achieve by making such a move.
The crisis in Community Living BC continues, with no
We also have been examining a worrying piece of
action from the minister, leaving vulnerable many people legislation: the Natural Resource Compliance Act. There is
with developmental disabilities. Our leader, Adrian Dix, and almost no detail in the bill which is supposed to define the
the rest of the Opposition repeatedly raised this critical issue role of a Natural Resource Officer. This is a job under the
in Question Period and in debates. I hear from families who new super-ministry Forests, Lands and Natural Resource
are facing problems with CLBC. However in Campbell Operations. The bill provides no detail and the minister gave
River, we are extremely lucky to have the excellent services me no assurances that it would not mean that a forests
of the Campbell River and District Association for officer has to do the job of a mine inspector, or a mines
officer do the work of a conservation officer. With many
hundreds of job cuts over the last few years in these
ministries, it seems to be a further means of slashing costs.
Inevitably it will seriously reduce protection for our land
base.
We agreed with the government on a bill which will be
important for health care in our communities. The role of
Nurse Practitioners is being expanded. As some of you
know, I have advocated doing this for years and I spoke in
support of the bill because of the ways it could improve
health care provision to communities across the North
Island.
I was also able to talk about the extraordinary Delaware
Project, run by John Howard Society of North Island, which
works with street-entrenched youth in Campbell River. It
has done a great job with a hard-to-reach group of young
people over the last six months and now could close because
of lack of funding. I hope the minister was listening.
The bi-partisan committee for Children and Youth met
to hear from the Honourable Ted Hughes on his thoughts
about the role of the Representative for Children and Youth.
Our deliberations will continue into the new year and we
are taking written submissions.
As critic for children and youth, I addressed the general
meeting of the Federation of Community Social Services last
week, talking about the priorities we have as an Opposition
as well as approaches I am taking.
In the coming week we won’t be in the Legislature,
because it is the Remembrance Day week. I will be splitting
my time between the constituency and my critic duties. Of
course, on November 11 I will be one of many thousands of
people at a Cenotaph, remembering and recognising those
who have died in conflicts.
Since 2005, Claire Trevena (NDP) has represented North
Island as a Member of the Legislative Assembly of BC. 0

New youth business program
The next generation of Island entrepreneurs is getting a
head start thanks to a new pilot program called ‘Youth Mean
Business.’ Eligible youth aged 18-29 in the Capital Regional
District may receive financial assistance and business
coaching to help them develop and launch their own
business plan.
Participants have free access to a range of tools and
expertise, including coaching and training to help them see
their idea through. They must be unemployed and have no
EI attachment, but may receive an allowance for courses
and living expenses while they complete and present a
business plan. Youth Mean Business can provide start-up
money, and participants can take their plans to lenders.
Since launching earlier this year, Youth Mean Business
has worked with business ideas ranging from a doula to a
BUSINESS TRAINING, please turn to next page

www.islandtides.com
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Taseko tries again for
Prosperity mine

T

aseko Mines has made a new application to the
Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency
(CEAA) for approval of its proposed ‘New Prosperity’
copper and gold mine at Fish Lake, BC, and the CEAA has
agreed to hear the new application.
This will be the company’s second such application; the
first was rejected by the federal government after what was
described as a ‘scathing’ report by a Federal Environmental
Review Panel.
Taseko’s first proposal anticipated the use of Fish Lake,
known to the local Tsilhqot’in and Secwepemc First Nations
as Teztan Biny, as a tailings pond. Taseko had claimed that
the mine would not be economic unless the lake was used
in this way, and that ‘the lake and the deposit sit side-byside. It is not possible to have one without the loss of the
other’ (Brian Battison, Taseko VP of Corporate Affairs,
March 22, 2010, to the first Review Panel).
The Review panel rejected the proposal on the basis of
the significant environmental damage that would result,
and also the significance of the lake, its watershed, and the
surrounding territory (all of which would be impacted by
the mine and its facilities) to the local First Nations. Taseko’s
proposals for ‘mitigation’ of the environmental damage
were rejected as inadequate; the project was opposed by the
federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans.
Taseko’s ‘New Prosperity’ scheme proposes that a
second, smaller upstream lake could now be used as a
tailings pond, thus sparing Fish Lake from direct tailings
dumping. The $300 million additional cost, says the
company, could be absorbed because the price of gold has
risen significantly since the original proposal was put
forward.
The First Nations claims on the territory do not seem to
have been specifically addressed in the new proposal.
The consideration of this second application sets a new
precedent for the CEAA, not only because it is a ‘retry’, but
also because a substantial number of applications have been
rejected because of First Nations concerns.
Both the original proposal, and the latest one, were
approved and supported by the BC provincial government,
on the basis that the economic and employment benefits of
the mine outweighed any environmental damage or First
Nations concerns. 0
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Dave’s Drilling
& Blasting
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.com
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sidney & Victoria,
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Pick-ups arranged
short & long term
unlimited mileage
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seniors’ specials

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788

FREE!

Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
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for metal clean-up
also available
Gulf Islands • Victoria
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On Time & On Budget
• Docks • Moorings
• Ramps • Pile Driving

- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

Ross Walker

MOVED
HOMES
BE BOLD - GO GREEN
Character, Custom &
Contemporary Buildings

40+ buildings to
choose from
www.nickelbros.com

1-866-606-2237

“We don’t stand
behind our work,
we stand behind a tree.”

Roofing RepaiRs &
new ConstRuCtion

Hy-Geo Consulting

20+ years experience
Metal roofs & torch-on

www.soarecontracting.com

Advisory services for
Water Wells
Aquifers
Groundwater

www.islandmarine.ca

MOORINGS

INSTALLED, SERVICED,
MAINTAINED
Dock Chain Inspection
& Replacement

Chris West
Dive Services

toRCh-on MeMbRanes,
shingles, Metal Roofing,
CustoM flashing

250.658.1701
www.hy-geo.com

steve Richards

information@hy-geo.com
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www.drillwell.com
250-381-2157 Attn: Matt 25 years experience
drill@drillwell.com
Date: Aug 2/11
Licensed
&
Insured
Cell 250-361-5028
An
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Family Business for 46
Call Ron for free estimate
Fax 250-383-2198
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TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

250-537-9710

yoga instructor to a musician.
‘Youth see a business plan as being very intimidating and
a lot of work. Our program helps them break it down into
smaller parts that they can handle, one piece at a time, until
it’s finished. This is designed to provide the tools needed to
take a business idea and develop it into a viable venture,’
says Program Manager Leaverd Carnegie.
The financial support is critical, Carnegie says, since it
allows participants to support themselves while focusing on
their business plan and future success. Participants
interview their competition and potential clients, and obtain
letters of intent and interest before they open. A business
coach provides guidance and training, to ensure they don’t
get stalled or overwhelmed.
Info: www.ethoscmg.com/ymb.html or 250-384-9283. 0
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Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
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Some residents of the Belle Chain Islets are at home. Are they holding an all-candidates debate?

Newly-formed all-party caucus to start discussing climate change

A

s governments prepare for the UN Climate Change
Conference, November 28 to December 9 in
Durban, five Canadian members of parliament
have created the first climate change caucus on Parliament
Hill. The all-party caucus consists of Conservative MP
Michael Chong, New Democratic Party MP Denise Savoie,
Liberal MP Kirsty Duncan, Bloc Quebecois MP Maria
Mourani, and Green Party MP Elizabeth May.
The new caucus aims to promote solutions to fight
climate change and is planning a number of events to bring
more information to members of parliament regarding the
climate crisis. Some of these events include: climate change
and faith; the lead-up to Durban; extreme events and
disaster preparedness; and the economic impacts of climate
change and clean technology.
Denise Savoie said, ‘The climate change all-party caucus
provides a space for meaningful discussion on the defining
issue of our generation—in a forum without talking points
or media!’
Maria Mourani emphasized the importance of setting
greenhouse gas reduction targets and creating a carbon
exchange. ‘For the sake of our children, we must be more

responsible!’ she said.
Salt Spring Island activist Jan Slakov is taking the bus to
Ottawa to meet with the caucus and present ideas from her
community.
‘I know many people in my community care deeply about
sustainability and climate change. So I thought some might
like to prepare a message for me to bring when I go to
Ottawa to meet with these decision-makers,’ Jan told Island
Tides.
Her trip is part of a lobbying effort by the North
American Citizens Climate Lobby group, a non-partisan
group that has more than 40 chapters across the US and
Canada.
The Citizens Climate Lobby (CCL) is promoting a fee and
dividend approach to reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
Unlike the cap-and-trade carbon market approach, the
funds raised through a fee and dividend law would go
directly to citizens, not to corporations. This approach
avoids the price volatility associated with cap-and-trade and
makes the system less vulnerable to corruption and special
interest deals.
‘This is an amazing group,’ said Jan. ‘In September

NASA climate scientist Jim Hansen wrote about how
impressed he was with this CCL group, which works in a
respectful way with any decision-makers and media who
are interested in doing our part to stop runaway climate
change.
In late October, the CCL welcomed the introduction of
the ‘Save Our Climate Act’ in the American Congress.
‘This is a revenue-neutral approach that Republicans
should be able to embrace, as it will not increase the size of
government,’ said CCL’s Executive Director Mark Reynolds.
‘What it will do is move massive amounts of investment
money toward clean energy, expanding a sector of the
economy that shows the most promise for producing the
jobs Americans need.’
The controversy surrounding the bankruptcy of solar
panel maker, Solyndra, eroded US support for government
programs that subsidize clean energy. The CCL believes that
a clear, predictable price signal on carbon will send private
investors to wind, solar and other alternative technologies,
reducing the need for the federal government to fund
emerging companies. 0
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