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Blowing in the wind - recent high winds are perfect for windsurfing at Columbia Beach, near Parksville.

Teachers vindicated, education opportunity lost

On November 10, the Supreme Court of Canada
upheld a BC court decision which found that the
Christy Clark government deliberately tried to
provoke a strike with BC teachers for political gain
while leaving children undersupported in
overcrowded classrooms, says BC New Democrat
Leader John Horgan.
‘This ruling is a big win for British Columbian
children, who have been learning in overcrowded
and underfunded classrooms under the Christy
Clark government,’ said Horgan. ‘This all started
with Christy Clark as education minister ripping up
contracts, and it continued with her deliberately
trying to provoke a strike for her own political gain
in the lead up to the last election.
‘After this strong rebuke from the Supreme Court
of Canada, there is no question that Christy Clark
deliberately attacked and undermined public
education in British Columbia—even to the point of
breaking the law.
‘Christy Clark needs to apologize to parents,
teachers, and especially the generation of BC
children who have spent their time in overcrowded
and undersupported classrooms.’
As a result of the win, the Supreme Court of
Canada reinstated language in the collective
agreement between BC
teachers and the
government respecting maximum class size and
rules about composition.
‘BC teachers have been vindicated after 14 years
of being attacked by Christy Clark for standing up
for fair working conditions that benefit BC children.
In that time, BC has gone from second best to
second last in the country for education funding,’

said BC New Democrat education spokesperson
Rob Fleming. ‘They deserve a hearty
congratulations for their hard-fought win.’
British Columbia Teachers’ Federation President
Glen Hansman said, ‘On behalf of BC’s 41,000
public school teachers, today’s win is a massive
victory for our rights and vindication of all the years
we have spent fighting the BC government’s
unconstitutional legislation.
‘It’s also a very emotional day. We came to
Ottawa today for a hearing and instead got a
surprise ruling from the bench. Those of us there in
the courtroom couldn’t help but cheer and I know
there are thousands of teachers back home in BC
doing the same.
‘I am so proud of all our members, our past
presidents, and executive committees for sticking
with this fight for so long. It has been a tough
journey and a long road, but today we finally have
justice.
‘ This is the final step in a very long legal process,
in which the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation
(BCTF) has consistently argued that the
governments’ actions in stripping teachers’
collective agreements in 2002, and their further
refusal to address the situation, was
unconstitutional.
‘Today, Canada’s highest court affirmed teachers’
bargaining rights and agreed with the arguments
that the BCTF has been making since then
Education Minister Christy Clark first stripped
teachers’ collective agreements.
‘BC’s funding is currently $1,000 less per student
than the national average. Only PEI is worse than
www.islandtides.com
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BC in terms of per-student funding and it was the
government’s action in 2002 that allowed it to
happen. This is completely unacceptable for a
province as prosperous as BC.
‘There is hope for teachers that their teaching
conditions will return to workable and fair levels. In
restoring our contract language from 2002, BC
schools will once again be able to offer smaller
classes, more support for children with special
needs, and extra help for all students.
‘BCTF values our productive relationship with
Ministry of Education staff on areas of common
ground like curriculum revision and enhancing
Aboriginal Education, but it has been the political
players in government that chose to keep fighting
and needlessly wasted taxpayers’ money in court.
That time, energy, and money should have been
invested in kids all along.
‘The money is there and the government should
take action now to improve teaching and learning
conditions across BC. Given everything that this
government has done and forced teachers to
endure, it is the only responsible and ethical action
for them to take. The government should bring
forward to the BCTF a plan to operationalize this
language as soon as possible.
‘We must say that we are delighted to know that
the BC Liberals and all governments across Canada
must respect bargaining rights and collective
agreements.’ 0

Easier-to-read type size this edition! New
style for letters. Let us know what you
think. Tons of pages and photos, too.
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War Amps Remembrance Day

Dear Editor:
I am proud to be part of Operation Legacy, in
which members and graduates of The War Amps
Child Amputee (CHAMP) Program pass on the
Remembrance message to the younger generation.
I would like to pay special tribute to all men and
women who have served in Canada’s military, and
especially those who lost a limb or limbs in war.
I was born as a left-arm, below-the-elbow
amputee, and have learned to overcome this
challenge thanks to programs put in place by
amputee veterans of The War Amps.
I am thankful for war amputee veterans, as
without them and the sacrifices they made for us, the
War Amps would not exist as it does today. The War
Amps has greatly impacted who I am and holds a
very special place in my heart. Without their endless
support, I would not be as comfortable with my
amputation, nor as confident about who I am as a
person. I will always greatly appreciate the way war
amputees united amputees after the war and came
together to create my wonderful War Amps family.
Kendra Blakely, Revelstoke

Wildwood Ecoforest Sale

Dear Editor:
I attended the The Land Conservancy AGM on
Saturday October 22 and again was astounded that
TLC is continuing to pursue a private sale for
Wildwood Eco Forest, located in Cedar. We now
know that the covenant that TLC is proposing for
Wildwood is one of over 200 that they hold (and
more planned for the future) and will be monitored
by one staff member. When asked how much
money was reserved in the case of a property
owner not complying to the covenant, we were told
$10,000. The legal bills for one breach could be far
in excess of this amount. A covenant is important
but it is most important that a charitable
organization hold this property in trust. If TLC is
willing to bypass a bylaw, that was put in place
explicitly to protect against this kind of situation,
how are we to believe they will protect against a
breach of the covenant or that the covenant won’t
be removed or modified in the future?
Money is now being put toward legal fees to stop
the transfer of Wildwood to an individual, money
that could be put towards the property itself, money
that TLC should be using for the public interest. So
disappointing and such a waste.
Roblyn Hunter, Nanaimo
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Editorial: Money Well Spent

he BC Teachers’ Federation estimates the cost of
putting BC’s public education back to 2002 levels
in class size and composition—and the special
needs, counsellor, and library staff needed to achieve
that level again—will be between $250 and $300
million. The Supreme Court of Canada’s decision that
the Christy Clark government had bargained in bad faith
will lead to money well spent.
However, it’s a decade and a half of lost opportunity
through the shortchanging of an entire cohort of children
passing through the education system. In a world that
requires every bit of brain power and education we could
have mustered for these children, it is negilgence—at
best. The education system could have got better in that

time, of course. Now think of that!
This débacle is as shocking an indictment of the BC
Liberal’s as there could be. Why would a government go
the limit in legal action to continue to disadvantage the
province’s most treasured asset—its children—for such
a paltry sum? Why would the BC Liberal’s with a
reported surplus of $1.9billion (from plundering BC’s
public assets) be so meanminded and shortsighted?
Shame on you, Christy Clark!
—CG-W
P.S. Happy travels Natalie! She is leaving Island Tides
to go and have a firsthand look at Asia. I think you will
have been as impressed as I in reading young Natalie’s
topclass articles this year. Thank you Natalie. We look
forward to travel stories. Meanwhile I’ll hold the fort!

More Reform Needed

make sure that you can feel your balance.’ I gently
released my hold so that she can feel the balance.
‘Don’t worry I’m here to steady you.’ A reporter says
that Trump lacks balance for the presidency.
‘Next’ I say, ‘We’re going to move while I hold the
bike. Always be aware of your speed. Go neither too
fast nor too slow.’ Mr. Trump speaks aloud from the
screen that he will do everything at once including
the building of a wall against Mexico. ‘Use hand
signals for turning. Obey the signs and rules of the
road.’
A reporter says that Trump might not obey the
constitution and will ride rough over everyone. ‘A
rider should always be respectful of all other riders
on the road no matter from where they come. Be
polite, keep your bike clean, and always wear a
helmet.’ On the third try Marilyn completes a ride
across the room to the television set as I hover over
her.
A reporter says that Mr Trump dislikes
immigrants, is crude, sexist, undisciplined and
shows no respect for other politicians. ‘I am proud of
you my dear Marilyn.’ I say, ‘You are going to be a
good and respectful rider, aren’t you.’ ‘Yes, Grandpa,’
she says.
A question comes from the screen, ‘What type of
President will Trump be without any political
experience?’ ‘Will Mr. Trump get some training too,
grandpa?’ askes Marilyn. ‘No, in a democracy no
training is required to become Mr President.’ ‘Why,
Grandpa?’ she says.
Wally du Temple, North Saanich

Readers’ Letters

Dear Editor:
Some statements in my column on democratic
reform in the last Island Tides were omitted. As the
Official Opposition spokesperson for democratic
reform, I have come to understand that reforming
our voting system is not all that needs to be done in
BC to make our elections fairer and our legislature
work more effectively.
In BC, there is strong public concern about the
undue influence of ‘big money’ in politics. BC’s
Official Opposition believes we should ban political
donations from corporations and unions, and place
limits on personal donations—all of which are in
place at the federal level. We also would reinstate
spending limits on political parties during the 60day pre-election period (eliminated by the Christy
Clark government in 2015) and place government
advertising under the auspices of the Auditor
General of BC. We would ban government
advertising altogether in the four month pre-election
period.
My colleagues and I have also introduced more
than a dozen bills during this term—none supported
by the BCLiberals—to make government more open
and accountable, including legislation to make
spring and fall legislative sessions mandatory, give
more authority to legislative committees, initiate
early voter registration for youth, and strengthen
laws to ensure transparency of lobbyists,
government’s ‘duty to document’ policy decisions,
and prevent conflicts of interest.
The BCLiberal government has refused to even
consider democratic reforms in the Legislature. It
appears the only way such reforms will happen is to
change government.

Gary Holman, MLA, Saanich N & The Island

Bike Training For Trump?

Dear Editor:
It was my granddaughter’s sixth birthday when
Donald Trump won the election for president.
We are watching Hillary on television. Marilyn
had wanted Hillary to win, probably because I did. I
had talked about the glass ceiling, how Hillary would
break it, be the first woman president like Obama
was the first black president. My granddaughter
would have some barriers of sexism removed.
Annoyed with the results, I flip to an old video of
President Kennedy, as Marilyn starts opening her
present, a red training bike.
There on the screen is another Marilyn. ‘Look’, I
say to Marilyn, ‘there is another Marilyn, Marilyn
Monroe. ‘Happy Birthday Mr President’, the voice of
Marilyn Monroe fills the room. ‘Happy Birthday My
Marilyn’ I sing. As I finish I say. ‘Look at your bike.’
‘Thank you Grandpa, can you teach me how to do
it?’ ‘I can teach you how to ride it,’ I said.
We unwrap it. I place the bike in the middle of the
plush living room carpet and lift Marilyn onto the
seat. I stabilize it. I switch back to CNN. A reporter
talks about how Mr Trump has no training to be
president. ‘First of all,’ I say, ‘you need to learn how
to steer the bike.’ The television says that Mr Trump
has no political experience. ‘Next, don’t lean too
much to the left or you might fall and hit something.
Next don’t lean too much to the right ‘cause you can
hurt yourself or someone else that way too.’
The reporter says that Trump lacks balance and
has no policy directions. ‘Know where you want to go
before you start,’ I say. ‘Before you start to steer
www.islandtides.com

PPR123+ Electoral Reform Model

Dear Editor:
In Elizabeth May’s report on electoral reform
(Island Tides, November 3), she gives an excellent
account of ERRE so far, including our PM going
wobbly on his promise of a fair voting system (ie
‘To Make Every Vote Count!’), followed by his
attempted political walk-back.
We hope he’ll stick to his principles and his
promises. Elizabeth and her colleagues on the
Parliamentary Committee have been doing a
fantastic job! As a retired couple of seniors, my wife
and I have been able to closely follow ERRE
proceedings on the CPAC cable TV channel.
As a contributor to the BC Citizens’ Assembly on
electoral reform a decade ago, I’ve been an
enthusiastic supporter of ERRE. I was privileged to
present our proposed voting system ‘PPR123’
(Perfect Proportional Representation) to the ERRE
Committee in Vancouver on Sept 28, where we got
to meet MP May. She was quite pleased that PPR123
would make voting power in Parliament
commensurate with the total votes for each party.
But she also explained that she needed more Green
seats to help with the enormous workload.
Accordingly, I’ve now developed an improved
version called ‘PPR123+’, which would not only give
MP May the extra seats that the Greens so badly
need and deserve, but would also provide much
more balanced regional and demographic
representation for all parties—with a special focus on
improved gender and diversity balance!
While the Greens would now be the party to most
benefit from ‘PPR123+’, its greatest merit is that it’s
perfectly proportional, democratic, and fair to all
candidates, parties and voters, because it holds the
citizen’s vote as supreme! Check it out at
www.ppr123.ca.

Jeff Jewell, Mission 0
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The Corporate Giant

How different is the world today from what it used to be,
Before we got this global bug, and so-called GDP;
When shopping locally reflected local industry.
Not simply adding to the wealth of a monstrous company;
The Economist has lots to say on these big corporations,
Affecting economics and our future tolerations.

But do you trust these behemoths, their water-tight tax-havens,
Their lobbying activities and political persuasion,
With CEOs much overpaid, and borderline in ethics,
And subsidized by governments and tax-payer logistics—
With take-overs continuing, due to corporation’s greed,
When competition’s vital to our democratic need?

Photo: Toby Snelgrove, SNELGROVEimages.com
Local artist John Aitken (left) set up a art installation in Emma and Felix Jack Park on Mayne
to acknowledge the importance of clean water. Community members attended to sing songs
and discuss the importance of water. Chairperson of Council of Canadians Maude Barlow
will discuss Canada’s water crisis at Sidney’s Shoal Centre on Nov 20 at 6:30pm.

A

And now we have these clauses in transnational agreements,
Where if they don’t make money they can sue our governments—
The ultimate in guarantees to see they make a profit—
No matter how incompetent or badly they can botch it.
Now power breeds corruption—a good axiom to repeat—
Eliminate those subsidies—let them stand on their own feet!
Then government can look after us with proper dedication—
For there’s one thing that we do not want—government by corporation!
—H Barry Cotton

Film Review by Natalie Dunsmuir

Before the Flood

new documentary produced by actor and UN
Messenger of Peace Leonardo DiCaprio and
directed by Fisher Stevens lays out the
problem of climate change in a way that let’s everyone
understand the seriousness of the challenge and the
crucial need for action.
Before the Flood is a personal account of DiCaprio’s
two-year journey around the world to explore the
effects of climate change, the science behind it, and
the solutions that will help us avoid catastrophic
destruction. DiCaprio isn’t an expert, so viewers follow
him on his journey to learn more as he speaks with
key scientists, politicians and activists, such as US
president Obama, UN Secretary General Ban Ki
Moon, Tesla inventor Elon Musk and Pope Francis.
The movie puts viewers into DiCaprio’s shoes and
allows them to connect with his journey.
It paints a grim but realistic picture that is by no
means new. Though it tells environmentalists little
that they did not already know, it’s relatable in a way
that most climate documentaries aren’t. It’s very
much written for the ‘average’ North American,
covering diverse topics from ice melt and ocean rise,
to deforestation, coral bleaching, air pollution, habitat
destruction and fossil fuel extraction. For those not
yet thinking about climate change, it is a rousing wake
-up call that will have them wanting to act.
DiCaprio approaches the subject of climate change
from a pessimistic personal view that highlights the
difficulty of the challenges we face, and yet is
contrasted by the optimism of some scientists that
believe change is achievable. Together, these views
show us the urgency; challenge us to act by allowing
a faint glimmer of hope to drive us forward.
Strong visuals that depict the beauty of the
environment are contrasted with shots of clearcuts
and mines that DiCaprio says ‘look like Mordor from
Lord of the Rings’. And indeed, there are similarity’s
between our current reality and the fictional struggles
of JRR Tolkien’s middle earth. In both, the heros must
continue fighting regardless of whether there is any
hope left, and regardless of the immensity of the
challenges. And in both, it is the ordinary people that
are those heros, and carry the weight of the burden.
Before the Flood makes climate change, seen by so
many as an abstract concept that doesn’t affect them,
very real to everybody. It uses clear, understandable
facts, and shows the actual effects of climate change
in a personal manner—from ocean flooding in Miami,
to air pollution in China, to the plight of island
countries that are losing their homes under the water.

It simultaneously shows climate change in a smallscale, personal way, and as a global catastrophe that
has the potential to tear apart our civilization.
The documentary also manages to hold a careful
balance between not being overwhelmingly
depressing, and not being falsely optimistic. While at
times it can drift towards all doom and gloom, it
always manages to pull itself out of that spiral with a
solution or a bit of positive news, and the latter part
of the two-hour documentary examines what is being
done and can be done—from individual choices like
eating less beef, to industry choices like investing in
solar and wind, to government regulations like the
Paris Agreement and carbon taxes.
While being understandable and relatable to the
average person, it neither simplifies nor glosses over.
It shows no sides of the issue in black and white,
acknowledging fossil fuel’s important part in world
prosperity while still requiring us to shift away from
it and towards 100% renewable energy.
While its final message is not exactly hopeful, it’s
not entirely depressing either.
‘Facts are crystal clear,’ says Dr Piers Sellers, the
director of the earth sciences division at NASA, in an
interview near the end of the film. ‘The ice is melting,
the earth is warming, the sea level is rising. Those are
facts. Rather than feeling ‘oh my god, it’s hopeless’,
say ‘okay. This is the problem. Let’s be realistic. Let’s
find a way out of it’. And there are ways out of it.’
‘Our common home has fallen into serious
disrepair,’ Leonardo DiCaprio says in the conclusion
of the documentary. ‘Hope would have us recognize
that there is always a way out, that we can always
redirect our steps, that we can always do something
to solve our problems. Still we can see signs that things
are now reaching a breaking point.’
Before the Flood is streaming for free online, to
ensure as many people as possible have a chance to
see
it.
You
can
watch
it
here:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=codqzJ4onGc. 0
Noelle Bellomi, PFP, FMA, FCSI
Investment Advisor & Financial Planner
RBC Dominion Securities Inc.
250-729-3207
#101-5050 Uplands Drive
Nanaimo, BC V9T 6N1
RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are
affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member
company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ®Registered
trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©2016 RBC Dominion Securities Inc. All
rights reserved. 16_90855_WB3_007
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New meaning to derlict vessel problem?

Three ships are anchored in Plumper Sound near

Saturna Island (seen from North Pender): Mineral

China, Conti Saphir and Hanjin Scarlet. In total, there
are 14 ships at anchor in waters between Gabriola
and Saturna. Bankrupted in August, South Korean
shipping giant Hanjin’s ships are in limbo.

Are our waters being used as a marine long-term
parking lot? Or worse—a dumping ground?

AROUND THE ISLANDS

on
furthering
environmental
activities,
In a combination of Halloween spirit, athletism and conservation efforts and community investments
environmentalism, the Habitat Acquisition Trust connected with BC Ferries. It will have three
and supporters biked 94 kilometers across pillars—sustainable operations, conservation, and
Vancouver Island dressed as bats. The fundraising community wellbeing. These will include projects
such as increasing composting and recycling on
vessels, tracking whale sightings in association with
the BC Cetacean Sightings Network, and ensuring
that BC Ferries employees participate in the Great
Canadian Shoreline Clean-up.
BC Ferries is hoping that the new program will
help reduce its environmental footprint.
‘SeaForward
embraces
our
common
appreciation for the sea, land and air, and our
passion for protecting it,’ said Corrine Storey, the
Paige Erickson-McGee and Alanah Nasadyk
‘executive champion’ for the new program.
event, which took place on October 30, raised $1,115 ‘SeaForward provides opportunities for our
for bat research and habitat protection, surpassing employees to identify improvements we can make
its goal of $1,000.
to our environmental and social performance.’
The ride started in Centennial Square, near
Trumpeter Swan Conference
Beacon Hill Park, and went to Stick in the Mud
Coffee in Sooke, and back again. The bikers were The North American Trumpeter Swan Society’s
led by Paige Erickson-McGee and Alanah Nasadyk, 24th annual conference is being held in Duncan
stewardship coordinator and community and between November 16-18. The event brings
together experts in swan research to discuss and
development coordinator for HAT.
‘Who isn’t a little intrigued by bats? Our local bat study ways of protecting swans and their habitat.
populations are in trouble and they need our help. Trumpeter swans, which are the largest waterfowl
We can all make a difference to bats,’ said Erickson- in North America, nearly became extinct around
1900, but they have since made a recovery due
McGee.
December Trust Council
primarily to the protection work of non-profit
The next Islands Trust Council meeting will take societies. In 2010, their populations had grown
place in December 6-8 on Salt Spring Island. The again to an estimated 46,000.
public is invited to take part in a townhall session
Still, swans face a myriad of challenges, such as
on December 7, to ask questions and make climate change, new diseases, lead poisoning and
suggestions to the council.
habitat loss. The Cowichan Valley, where the
Trust Council sessions will include a draft budget conference is being held, is an important wintering
session; a visioning follow-up session to the key ground for the swans, and the population of
issues and priorities that were identified at the trumpeters in the area has been growing.
Trust’s September meeting in Sidney; a First
The theme of this year’s conference is Swans and
Nations legal seminar to review and discuss Agriculture. In the Cowichan Valley, many swans
important legal decisions that relate to aboriginal are being forced onto farmers’ fields as the food
rights and title, and the obligations and supply in their former wetlands is exhausted,
commitment of the trust to move towards causing damage to farm crops. The conference is
reconciliation with local First Nations; and a hoping to find a way to work with farmers so that
Trustee Roundtable meeting.
neither the swans, nor the farms are damaged.
The meeting will be held at Community Gospel
The Peace in Peril Book Launch
Chapel, 147 Vesuvius Bay Road.
A new book on the construction and cost of the Site
BC Ferries’ Sustainability Program
C dam will be launched Monday, November 21,
BC Ferries has announced the launch of a new
6:30pm, at Salt Spring Library. The book, The
program designed to increase the company’s
Peace in Peril: The Real Cost of the Site C Dam is
sustainability. The SeaForward program will work
written by award-winning journalist Christopher

Bike Ride for Bats

www.islandtides.com

Pollon and is part history book, part journalistic
exploration, and part travel adventure.
Pollon, accompanied by photojournalist Ben
Nelms, paddled the 83-kilometre stretch of the
Peace River that will be flooded by the Site C dam
reservoir. He witnessed the very first steps of
construction on the dam, then travelled the same
stretch of valley by land, interviewing locals whose
farms and livelihoods will be flooded by the $8.8
billion dam.

Pender School Switches on Solar

The Penders School celebrated the switching on of
105 panels of solar power on November 3. The
28.4kW solar array will generate around 25,000
kilowatt-hours of energy every year, and the money
saved on electricity will be used to purchase science
equipment for the school and to fund scholarships
for students that are interested in renewable energy,
climate change, and electrical engineering.
The project was funded by donations from
Pender Island residents, Bullfrog Power, the CRD,
the Victoria Foundation and Parents Advisory
Committee, with additional support from SD 64.

Three Months on Pender and Loving It

The extended Santana Sanchez family fled
Colombia and landed on Pender’s shores last July.
They are a quarter way through their sponsorship
year and are very happy on our small island.
The two men work at labouring jobs, the older
children are in school and playgroup and the two
moms, despite looking after the babies, have started
a little hairbraiding business centred around the
weekly market.
Add in the thrice weekly English classes, dental
and doctor appointments, social interactions
around the kids, shopping trips, plus meetings with
group members to teach them yet another survival
skill, and each week is full.
Last week we asked the family what they liked
best and what they found most difficult. ‘Every one
is so kind. People keep helping us,’ they said
through interpreter Dorothy Seibert. ‘But it’s so
cold.’ Indeed, it is desperately cold here when you
have lived in an equatorial country your entire life.
The family of nine, two brothers each with wives
and children, pile on the duvets and blankets at
night and wear as much winter clothing as they can
when going out. But cold weather aside, it seems
the warm hearts around them make up for it. Each
day they absorb another part of Canadian life. 0
- Andrea Spalding
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Highschoolers in the Saturna Ecological Education Centre worked with visiting Reynolds Secondary
School students in a day of outdoor learning and exploration.
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‘World class’ may not mean much
David Suzuki

n July, a pipeline leak near Maidstone,
Saskatchewan, spilled about 250,000 litres of
diluted oil sands bitumen into the North
Saskatchewan River, killing wildlife and
compromising drinking water for nearby
communities, including Prince Albert. It was one of
11 spills in the province over the previous year.
In October, a tugboat pulling an empty fuel barge
ran aground near Bella Bella on the Great Bear
Rainforest coastline, spilling diesel into the water.
Stormy weather caused some of the containment
booms to break. Shellfish operations and clam beds
were put at risk and wildlife contaminated.
Governments and industry promoting fossil fuel
infrastructure often talk about ‘world class’ spill
response. It’s one of the conditions BC’s
government has imposed for approval of new oil
pipelines. But we’re either not there yet—or the
term has little meaning. ‘This ‘world-class marine
response’ did not happen here in Bella Bella,’
Heiltsuk Chief Councillor Marilyn Slett told Metro
News.
If authorities have this much trouble responding
to a relatively minor spill from a tugboat, how can
they expect to adequately deal with a spill from a
pipeline or a tanker full of diluted bitumen? The
simple and disturbing truth is that it’s impossible to
adequately clean up a large oilspill.
A 2015 report commissioned by the City of
Vancouver and the Tsleil-Waututh and Tsawout
First Nations concluded that ‘collecting and
removing oil from the sea surface is a challenging,
time-sensitive, and often ineffective process, even
under the most favourable conditions.’
‘World Class’
What the oil and gas industry touts as ‘world class
spill response’ boils down to four methods: booms,
skimmers, burning and chemical dispersants. An
article at Smithsonian.com notes, ‘For small spills
these technologies can sometimes make a
difference, but only in sheltered waters. None has
ever been effective in containing large spills.’ Booms
don’t work well in rough or icy waters, as was clear
at the Bella Bella spill; skimmers merely clean the
surface and often not effectively; burning causes
pollution and greenhouse gas emissions; and
dispersants just spread contaminants around,
when they work at all.

Researchers have also found that cleaning oilsoaked birds rarely, if ever, increases their chances
of survival. A tiny spot of oil can kill a seabird.
After the 1989 Exxon Valdez spill off the Alaska
coast, industry only recovered about 14% of the oil—
which is about average—at a cost of $2 billion. The
2011 BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico has cost more
than $42 billion so far, and has not been overly
effective. In that case, industry bombed the area with
the dispersant Corexit, which killed bacteria that eats
oil! Record numbers of bottlenose dolphins died.
We’re not going to stop transporting oil and gas
overnight, so improving responses to spills on water
and land is absolutely necessary. And increasing the
safety of pipelines, tankers and trains that carry
these dangerous products is also critical, as is
stepping up monitoring and enforcement. With the
Saskatchewan spill, the provincial government
deemed an environmental assessment of a pipeline
expansion connected to the one that leaked as
unnecessary because the Environment Ministry did
not consider it a ‘development’. University of Regina
geography professor Emily Eaton, who has studied
oil development, told the National Observer that
Saskatchewan ‘gives a pass’ to most pipelines it
regulates.
Beyond better response capability and
technologies, and increased monitoring and
enforcement, we have to stop shipping so much
fossil fuel. The mad rush to exploit and sell as much
oil, gas and coal as possible before markets dry up
in the face of growing scarcity, climate change and
ever-increasing and improving renewable energy
options has led to a huge spike in the amount of
fossil fuels shipped through pipelines, and by train
and tanker—often with disastrous consequences,
from the Gulf of Mexico BP spill to the tragic 2013
Lac-Mégantic railcar explosion.
Spills and disasters illustrate the immediate
negative impacts of our overreliance on fossil fuels.
Climate change shows we can’t continue to burn
coal, oil and gas, that we have to leave much of it in
the ground. If we get on with it, we may still have
time to manage the transition without catastrophic
consequences. But the longer we delay, the more
difficult it will become. 0
Written with contributions from David Suzuki
Foundation Senior Editor Ian Hanington.
www.islandtides.com

What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Mondays and Wednesdays, November 21, 23, 28 & 30

Gary Holman, MLA, Community Meetings—Mon, nov 21:
Mayne Island Town Hall on Health, with MLA Judy Darcy;
Agricultural Hall; 2:30pm • Wed, nov 23: Saturna Community
Meeting; Community Hall; 2pm • Mon, nov 28: Galiano
Community Meeting; The Library; 3:30pm • Wed, nov 30: Pender
Community Meeting; Community Hall; 4:30pm • MAYne,
SATURnA, GALIAno, PendeR

Wednesday, November 30

Site C Talk—How can we support the Peace Valley and stop Site
C? Speakers include: Briony Penn, Author, Galen Armstrong,
Sierra Club BC • Salt Spring Public Library • 7-9pm • Admission by
donation; Fundraiser for Treaty 8 First Nations legal challenges,
Sierra Club operating costs • SALT SPRInG

Daily, November 25 to December 22

Wintercraft Christmas Arts and Crafts Fair—A beguiling
selection of work by the best Southern Gulf Island artists and
artisans: art, jewellery, pottery, scarves, natural soaps and handmade ornaments, festive music • Mahon Hall, 114 Rainbow Road
• Gallery open daily 10am-5pm • Info: www.ssartscouncil.com,
250.537.0899 • SALT SPRInG

Friday, Saturday, Sunday, December 2, 3, 4

Pender Islands Choral Society presents ‘Holiday Harmony’—
Directed by Ben McConchie with The Children’s Choir
directed by Jasmine Jones, and the Pender Young
Violins directed by Denny Goertz • Community Hall •
Fri & Sat: 7pm; Sun: 2pm • Tickets: Adult $15, Children
(5 to 15) $5, under 5 free; available at Talisman Books
& Gallery and Southridge Farms Country Store • PendeR

Friday to Sunday, December 2, 3 & 4

Beaver Point Hall 32nd Annual Christmas Craft Fair—Come
share our local artisans’ wares where they were created
and meant to be experienced, it is worth the trip •
Beaver Point Hall, 1361 Beaver Point Road • Friday: 59pm; Sat: 10am-5pm; Sun: 10am-4pm • Info:
www.beaverpointhall.org • SALT SPRInG

Saturday & Sunday, December 3 & 4

The 35th annual denman Island Craft Faire—Two festive halls
featuring 80 vendors from Denman and surrounding areas •
Denman Community Hall and Activity Centre • 10am–4pm daily •
Admission free, shuttle from ferry, so you can walk on • Info:
Autumn White, 250.335.2148 • denMAn

Saturday, December 10

“Santa Claus Is Coming To Town”—The Lions International
Christmas Ship is bringing Santa Claus to Pender Island; Please
no off-leash dogs • Hope Bay • 1pm • PendeR
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Woodfibre LNG is ‘a go’

Natalie Dunsmuir
The Woodfibre LNG plant, to be built near
Squamish, is now officially ‘a go’, according to Byng
Giraud, vice president of corporate affairs. Giraud
made the announcement at a press conference on
November 4. The company behind the LNG
facility, Pacific Oil and Gas, has taken a final
investment decision on the project and will be
moving forward with construction.
New subsidies by the BC government in the form
of special electricity rates for LNG projects that
decide to use electric drive in their facilities acted as
a catalyst in the investors’ decision. It is not clear how
these new rates will differ from standard industrial
power rates, but Giraud said that the final decision
by the investors was made because of them.
‘In response to the province’s decision today to
offer a competitive electricity rate for proponents
that chose e-drive, I’m proud to announce that the
board of directors of Woodfibre’s LNG parent
company, Pacific Oil and Gas—part of the
worldwide RGE Group—has authorized the funds
necessary for the project to proceed,’ Giraud said at
the press conference, which took place in
Squamish. ‘So this project, if I’m not clear, is a go.’
Those authorized funds Giraud mentioned
amount to an estimated $1.6 billion for the
construction of the LNG plant. The project will be
BC’s first LNG plant built to export liquefied natural
gas to Asia, but it is fairly small when compared to
other LNG projects proposed for the province—it
will produce 2.1 million tonnes of LNG annually,
which is roughly one-ninth of the volume that
projects such as Petronas’ recently federally
approved Pacific NorthWest LNG will produce.

Community Controversy

The Woodfibre LNG project has been a subject of
much controversy within the Squamish
community and beyond. Among those opposing
the project is the District of Squamish,
environmental groups such as My Sea to Sky, and
many local residents.
In early November, shortly before Pacific Oil and
Gas’s decision to go forward, the Woodfiber LNG
office was fire-bombed in a late night arson attack.
Key activists from environmental organization My
Sea to Sky commented that while they oppose the
project, they do not condone any violent behaviour.
Despite some opposition, Woodfibre LNG does
have the approval of the Squamish First Nations. All
25 conditions that the Squamish First Nation leaders
wrote into their approval agreement with Woodfibre
have been met.
Just days before the investment decision, an
extensive campaign by the Squamish Nation paid
off when Woodfibre LNG agreed to switch their
cooling system from a once-through seawater
cooling system to an air-cooling system.
This change, say activists, will help protect the
fragile environment of Howe Sound. A oncethrough seawater cooling system would have
sucked water from the ocean and sent hot,
chlorinated water back into the Howe Sound once
it had been used in the cooling process.
The use of electric drive will also reduce emissions
and environmental pollution—the alternative to
electric drive is to use natural gas to power the
cooling process that turns the gas into a liquid.
Opposition to the project remains strong, despite
these changes. ‘Continuing to put our economic
eggs in the LNG basket will not help fight climate
change,’ said Matt Horne, the BC associate director
at the Pembina Institute. ‘Stronger climate
policies—not increased fossil fuel production—are
what we need to position the Canadian economy to
thrive in a low-carbon future. 0

A

A humpback whale takes a leap.

Photo: Gregory Franklin

Alberta puts a cap on oil sand emissions - Natalie Dunsmuir

lberta became the world’s first major oilproducing jurisdiction to put a cap on its
emissions.
In an historic first, the province introduced
legislation in early November that caps the amount
of greenhouse gas that can be emitted by the oil
sands to 100-megatonnes. This cap still allows for
the oil sands to grow by 50%, and to emit more than
the total for the entire province of Quebec (82.7
megatonnes in 2014), and far more than BC emits
(a little less than 66 megatonnes, according to
federal data).
Alberta’s oil sands, at 66 megatonnes of GHG
emissions, are Canada’s fastest growing emission
source. It is expected that the province’s oil sands
emissions will reach the 100 megatonnes cap by
2030. The hope of NDP Minister of Environment
Shannon Phillips, however, is that the oil sands will
be able to continue to grow for decades with the
help of improved emission reduction technologies.
‘Alberta can be an energy producer and a world
leader on climate action, and Alberta must get the
most value for our resources and find new markets
for our products,’ Phillips said. ‘Alberta got the oil
out of the sand. We can now get the carbon out of
the barrel.’

regulation to enforce the new cap, as well as studying
ways to keep the industry within its new limits. The
group will present a report of their findings early
next year.

Exceptions

The oil cap legislation, Bill 24, does have a few
notable exceptions. Emissions that are generated
in electricity production co-generation plants would
be exempt from the new regulations. New
businesses or upgrades that were operational only
as of this year will also be given an additional 10
megatonnes leeway—they’d be able to produce up
to 110 megatonnes.
The provincial government may also exempt
low-emissions producers, or experimental projects
and enhanced oil-recovery operations.

Other Climate Legislation

Bill 24 is just one plank to Premier Rachel Notley’s
climate plan. The province’s new carbon tax, which
was announced last year, will come into effect this
January at $20/tonne, and will increase to $30 in
2018.
The government is also planning on phasing out
coal completely by 2030. Alberta currently has 18
coal-fired generating plants in operating, but 12 will
be forced to retire by 2030 due to existing federal
Enforcement
regulations that require coal plants to retire after 50
Alberta officials have also admitted that they have, years of operation. The other six plants are expected
as yet, little way of enforcing the new limits, but will to be phased out of use by a combination of carbon
be deciding how to enforce and monitor the tax prices and increases in natural gas and
regulations in the coming year. Enforcement renewable energy.
methods could include more stringent regulations,
Bill 24 is expected to be passed and proclaimed
financial penalties, or hikes to the province’s carbon within the current legislature sitting. Additional
tax, which comes into effect in January of 2017.
legislation concerning the phasing out of coal, and
An 18-member panel, the Oilsands Advisory incentives for renewable technology, are also
Group, will be helping the government build the expected to be announced this sitting. 0

Salish Sea Registry

A new initiative hopes to map out talented and
dedicated people of the Gulf Islands. The Salish Sea
Registry, created in a collaboration between the
Capital Regional District and the UN’s University
for Peace, hopes to identify ‘home-grown economic
opportunities that could support offering valuesbased learning programs’.
Organizers are encouraging islanders to ‘register’
themselves and their talents, resources and
education online at www.salishsearegistry.org. The
registry will then be used as a knowledge bank of
www.islandtides.com

the opportunities that the islands hold.
‘Over the years, there have been many
discussions about how islanders could work
together to create an economically sustainable
future for our communities without compromising
the sensitive and special environments within
which we live,’ said Derek Masselink, North Pender
Island Trustee. ‘This fall, the years of commitment
and discussion are taking shape and turning into
real, tangible action.’
The registry is just the first step to that action. 0
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Whale tales - a humpback whale shows off.

I

Saturna Notes - Priscilla Ewbank
’m always in shock when the fall time change
occurs. How can there be so much dark! Sunset
on the farm is 3pm in the afternoon!
Personally, I’m pretty much solar-powered so I
organize my days carefully. What did we humans
do before burning pitchy torches and electricity?
All this rain has brought waterlevel right up to
above ground in places. Creeks that have been a
series of pools all summer are suddenly seriously
busy. Pools have joined up and water is shooting
along, loaded with gravitational energy—and noise,
down to the sea.
Mushrooms are suddenly present. Nothing
much worthwhile eating, but fun to see in their
miraculous growth and funny diverse selves.
I’m also seeing eagles, back from salmon fishing,
in all their favorite haunts. Mary Jones reports that
her’s are back in her backyard, I had eight at the
Haggis Farm pond, the East Pointers are back
home at the Resort, and the Boat Pass and Fiddler’s
Cove pairs are chattering away. These are the
common ones in my world and I know from the
kayakers that there are several pairs around the
north side of Tumbo, Cabbage Islands and East
Point, and along Plumper Sound.
The sandstone rocks at East Point look like a
bird-poo Jackson Pollack painting. Huge flocks of
herring gulls are gathered and swirl about the lacy
sandstone rocks with surf scoters, surf birds, and
other little bands of winter migrators. The
Christmas Bird Count is coming right up.
December 19 is the worldwide day. Contact your
local organizer—ours is Maureen Welton.
I finally saw the humpback whales at East Point!
First, I heard them! Gads, what a sound! They have
a tiny dorsal fin, a big white blow and the deepest
breath sound I have ever heard. East Point dwellers
regularly see two adults and a baby.

Dzbik created a concert for the community—Music
for the Moon—with the invitation to ‘Come
celebrate the sky in the darkening months’. These
two young women are marvellous musicians who
met at the University of Victoria.
The first half of the concert featured Natalie on
the violin and singing duets with Marlena. Marlena
added the stand-up harp into the mix and the two
of them created a rich tapestry of sound. All of the
songs and lyrics are composed by Marlena.
What I found so energizing was the self
assurance of the musicians. As a young guitar player
in the audience said, the performance was ‘risky’—
meaning, very brave in the new material presented.
The solid combination of acappella singing,
instrumentals, and lyrical composition was exciting.
The delivery was unique, like nothing I have heard
before and it was a big hit with the audience.
Marlena has a big strong voice with lots of range
and her lyrics are worthy; they make sense, and
enlarge the human experiences she is describing.
The concert was a pleasure. I am sure that having a
very enthusiastic Saturna audience gives
encouragement to young performers.
Many community people were happy to provide
support and back-up to help create this concert.
Marlena has developed a fan following from
working at Saturna’s Wildthyme double-decker
bus, the local coffee shop. This concert showed that
this young woman can sing, write her own lyrics,
and carry a performance from beginning to end. A
percentage of the proceeds will be donated to the
Community Hall Renovation.

has made about women I was transfixed with
horror. Can you be uttering such hateful, uncivil,
statements and with that body language? Can the
rest of the world be watching this? This man is
running for the office of President of the United
States? And he was, and he did, and he is now
President-elect and Barack Obama will
ceremoniously hand over the reins of governance
to him, his chosen cabinent, and the senate and
congress. Mercy!
I am afraid and deeply disappointed that a
human being with such obvious massive ego-needs
wields such power in our world and on our
continent.
As a woman, I have been looking forward to
having a woman president or a woman prime
minister in North America, either or both! I
remember how, as a young child, I first saw a
woman busdriver and policewoman. I had never
thought a woman could do such things! I still want
that joyful shock for myself and for my gender. This
dream seems far away now.
I do not want to go back to basic power
differentials in strength, gender or social standing;
taking the priviledge of the moment. I consider
Canada to be far more caring and considerate in our
attitudes towards difference and diversity. And oh,
I am grateful!
I know how with my very being—probably from
the life I have lived, and the life I grew up in—that I
care what we say to each other, that we present to
all the most loving selves we can muster as we grow
in self respect, dignity and wisdom.
My life has been easy compared to lives I read
US Election
When I write my columns for this lovely regional about. My sister has many limitations placed upon
paper, I an aware I have a lens through which I see. her and is alive and living a rich life, my mother paid
I am 68-years-old, I am a woman, I am a post- dearly for being a young adult and having her life
World War II firstborn, daughter of an American overtaken by war. I have seen much transition and
Soup & Fresh Bread
father and a British mother. A mother who, at 17, I play my part in it as we citizens are more accepting
Every Thursday at the Community Hall, Dian was driving ambulance in London for the British and comprehending of people with other sexual
orientations, other races, other physical and mental
Johnstone is serving a soup lunch—two kinds with Army and the US Navy.
fresh baked bread, tea, coffee and dessert—for a
My father told my mother to get an abortion or a abilities.
I judge by my experiences and what I read and
donation! John Wiznak builds up the fireplace fire, divorce when she became pregnant. My mother
hear
that we have come a long way as a civil society
lots of people contribute the makings, Dian cooks it chose a divorce and made a life for us within her
up and makes a gracious lovely place to eat and talk energy and capabilities, unexpected kindnesses, in my lifetime. Obviously, I see there are others with
together. And everyone helps clean up and washup and with the rampant prejudicial slurs given to any a whole different point of view.
This post-election morning I lick my wounds and
the dishes. Put this lovely event on your calendar for pregnant woman who did not have a husband—
these lacklustre days—a bowl of lovely soup and the hard to get a job, hard to get housing, and hard to consider why I feel such a sense of loss and
chance to catch up on each others lives is a have pride in oneself. And it was hard to maintain disappointment—before I have to be in the
heartwarming event.
the emotional strength to keep up one’s courage presence of any jubilant Trump supporters because
Dian loves to feed people good food and see them and joi de vivre; for yourself and your baby right now I’m not up to it, for all my desires to be
be happy! What a wonderful aspiration and gift to daughter. My beloved sister was born with a open and caring! 0
the community.
clubfoot in 1955.
Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides
When
I
watched
Donald
Trump
sneering
and
pay for publishing it! Mail or phone in your $30
Concert
annual
subscription today: 250-216-2267. Don’t
Last weekend, about 80 islanders attended a mocking a palsied, handicapped person, when I
delay—be
part of the Island Tides team. Thank You!
concert at the hall. Marlena Kurek and Natalie heard and saw his face uttering the comments he
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Ban on microbeads taking
shape

The sale of products containing plastic microbeads
is to be banned in Canada. The federal government
has announced that all shower gels, toothpaste and
facial scrubs containing the tiny plastic pieces will
be banned as of July 1, 2018. Other products that
contain microbeads, such as natural health
products and non-prescription drugs, will be
banned a year later, on July 1, 2019.
Environment Canada declared microbeads as
‘toxic’ this June, following a study that began in
March of 2015, under the previous Conservative
government. The plastic beads are less than five
millimetres in size and are often used as cleansers
and exfoliants in toiletries. They do not dissolve
after use as some exfoliants do, but instead find
their way in enormous quantities into lakes, rivers,
and oceans. There, organisms large and small
ingest them.
The microbeads ban will come in the form of a
change to the Canadian Environmental Protection
Act. Manufacturing and importing of microbeads
will be prohibited as of the beginning of 2018, and
their sale in the middle of the year.
Canada is not the first country to consider a ban
on the plastics. The US approved banning the beads
last December and the legislation will come into
effect in July of 2017. Australia has a voluntary ban
in effect for mid-2018. 0
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Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides
pay for publishing it! Mail or phone in your $30
annual subscription today: 250-216-2267. Don’t
delay—be part of the Island Tides team. Thank You!

_HOL]DEHWKPD\PSFD
WK6W6LGQH\%&9/<

Moon Dates:
New: Nov 29

Full: Dec 13
New: Dec 29

Full: Jan 12

BUY | RAISE | MOVE | LEVEL

BUY RECYCLED HOMES
RAISE Increase Square Footage
MOVE Subdivide Your Lot!
LEVEL Repair Foundation Issues

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-320-2268

Roasting Fancy Coffee

for mail orders since 1982

from Thetis Island to you
www.potofgoldcoffee.com

“CARE TREE”

Due to sparse and
declining community
support for the project
itself as well as our aging
and declining membership,
the Pender Islands Lions
Club can no longer
sponsor the “Care Tree”
and there will be no
“Care Tree Lighting
Ceremony”.

Voluntary Subscriptions Make A Difference!
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Hikers on Missen Shore, Galiano Island.

Photo: Toby Snelgrove, SNELGROVEimages.com

Kinder Morgan report - Delores Borten

he report of the Ministerial Panel on the
Proposed Trans Mountain Expansion
(TMX) Project (aka the Kinder Morgan
pipeline twinning) is that most rare of government
publications: readable, clear in its mandate and,
most unexpectedly, a fair reflection of what the
panel was told in its public hearings.
For me, the reading was made even more
refreshing because I recognized the voices and
viewpoints of friends, colleagues and Watershed
Sentinel subscribers woven into the narrative. The
panel held 44 public meetings in 11 Alberta and BC
communities, at which 650 people spoke and more
than 2,000 attended. More than 20,000 email
submissions and 35,000 responses to an online
questionnaire were also received.
Despite all the problems with access reported
from the citizen side of the process, the Panel report
even notes the demonstrations outside their
hearings. It painstakingly summarizes the views
submitted from all citizens and includes many
quotations. The report presents a fascinating chart
of the email responses submitted, including those
with only repeat text and those with some
personalized content. Of 20,154 emails, 311 were
from the BC Independent Contractors, the rest were
generated from environmental organizations.
The panel reported that, broadly, Albertans
spoke up for their economic need for access to
tidewater to develop alternatives to the US market,
while British Columbians felt that there was nothing
to justify the risk of oil spills. But they also noted that
the interior of BC, including First Nations, was
much more friendly to the idea of pipelines than the
municipalities on the coast. The Panel is careful to
note, however, that even pipeline supporters in
Alberta brought up environmental concerns. For
example, ‘presenters said no level of risk is
completely acceptable in Jasper National Park, a
World Heritage Site worthy of absolute protection.’
‘That objection also flags the two other issues:
whether the Trans Mountain Pipeline is an
appropriate route (in general and in specific
locations along the way); and whether Canada
should be shipping and selling dilbit, rather than
upgrading and/or refining oil sands bitumen—to
keep the refinery jobs in Canada and to limit the risk
of spilling this more dangerous commodity. Both
questions attracted a great deal more discussion in
the panel’s later meetings in British Columbia, but
it’s worth nothing that it was Albertans who first put
these issues on the record—out of concern for the
environment and for the perceived loss of domestic
economic activity.’
www.islandtides.com

‘As the panel moved west, opposition increased
markedly and in two general areas. There were
continuing expressions of concern about general
environmental impacts, both local and global. But
presenters also raised an increasing number of
issues arising from the tension of running a major
piece of fossil-fuel infrastructure through an evermore densely populated area.’
There were also of course, all the issues around
consultation and First Nations involvement, as well
as spill response, and the Panel includes the recent
spill and poor response in the Inner Passage as part
of the record.
Although not asked to come to
recommendations, the Panel report uses
participants’ own words to present many
alternatives to the expansion of a pipeline that
delivers diluted bitumen to the heart of the
Vancouver Harbour. They also go out of their way
to note that participants said it is unlikely the
current Trans Mountain pipeline, built in 1953,
would be approved to run across aquifers in the
Fraser Valley if it were proposed today.
In the end, the Panel summarizes the dilemma
for the federal cabinet into six questions:
1. Can construction of a new [twinned] Trans
Mountain Pipeline be reconciled with Canada’s
climate change commitments?
2. In the absence of a comprehensive national
energy strategy, how can policy-makers effectively
assess projects such as the Trans Mountain Pipeline?
3. How might Cabinet square approval of the
Trans Mountain Pipeline with its commitment to
reconciliation with First Nations and to the UNDRIP
principles of ‘free, prior, and informed consent?’
4. Given the changed economic and political
circumstances, the perceived flaws in the NEB
process, and also the criticism of the Ministerial
Panel’s own review, how can Canada be confident
in its assessment of the project’s economic rewards
and risks?
5. If approved, what route would best serve
aquifer, municipal, aquatic, and marine safety?
6. How does federal policy define the terms ‘social
licence’ and ‘Canadian public interest’ and their
inter-relationships?
It is the regional, economic, and cultural tensions
behind these questions which call for wisdom.
Whether Justin Trudeau and his cabinet have that
wisdom is now the rather appalling question of the
day. 0
This article appeared in the Watershed Sentinel:
www.watershedsentinel.ca/content/decisionsolomon.
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High winds caused trees to fall in Avatar Grove. See story, below.

Wind damages boardwalk in Avatar Grove
After three years of work and the help of hundreds
of volunteers to complete a boardwalk in the oldgrowth Avatar Grove forest, the October 15
windstorms put progress back by several months.
Volunteers had just finished the boardwalk a
week before the storm, and were about to hold a
ribbon cutting ceremony. However, the high winds
caused at least 30 trees to come crashing down,
though none were the giant and famed old-growth
cedars. Still, they did their damage, falling across
the newly completed boardwalk and delaying the

I

launch of the walk until next spring.
‘After anticipating the launch of the boardwalk’s
completion after three years of hard work, this is
undoubtedly a bit of a disappointment and setback,’
said TJ Watt, Ancient Forest Alliance photographer
and the coordinator of the Avatar Grove Boardwalk
project. ‘But it’s only temporary. We’ll get back to
work to clear the trail and fix the boardwalk damage
over the ensuing months, and launch the
boardwalk in the spring.’ 0

Site C dam will take 70 years to pay off - Natalie Dunsmuir

n 2094, Premier Christy Clark will be 129-years- return,’ said Dix in his Tyee article. ‘The BCLiberal
old, BC Hydro’s current CEO Jessica McDonald government’s orders to BCHydro and the BCUC on
will be 125, and British Columbia will have just Site C have put ratepayers and taxpayers at risk for
succeeded in paying off the Site C hydroelectric dam. multiple generations, without even the prospect of
The
$8.8-billion
project—the
biggest a return or any serious consideration of risk.’
infrastructure project in BC history—is going to take
In 2013 plans for the Site C dam, the cost of the
70 years to pay off, according to evidence
project was stated to be $83 per
given to the BC Utilities Commission
megawatt/hour. Back then, the dam was
‘Previously,
by BCHydro. The construction of
budgeted at $7.9 billion. In today’s plan,
paydown periods
the dam is planned to be completed
the dam will cost $8.8 billion but the
for BCHydro and
in 2024. Almost three quarters of a similar organizations power will only cost $64 per
have been capped
century later, BCHydro will finally
megawatt/hour.
’
at
40
years.
get a return on their investment—if,
According to David Austin, the lawyer
of course, BCHydro’s forecasts are
who questioned BCHydro representatives on
correct and the dam does not go over budget.
the paydown period during the BCUC hearings,
The length of this paydown period was lost in the drawing out the amortization period makes the cost
midst of hours of technical testimony during BCUC of building Site C seem more attractive to the public.
hearings in August, and was only recently stumbled In comparison, other projects financed by the public
upon by the NDP’s BCHydro critic, Adrian Dix, who sector, such as wind and run-of-the-river projects,
wrote about the issue in The Tyee.
seem more expensive. Independent power
Previously, paydown periods for BCHydro and producers, with their 40-year paydown period,
similar organizations have been capped at 40 years. usually cost $85 per megawatt/hour.
The $5 billion Muskrat Falls project in Labrador
Run-of-river projects have roughly the same
was given this cap, and negotiations between lifespan as larger hydroelectric dams, so if each
BCHydro and independent power producers project were to have the same paydown period, runtypically result in the same time frame for of-the river would be considered cost competitive, or
amortization. But BCHydro says that the 70-year even slightly less expensive than Site C, according to
period used for the Site C dam is simply a way of Paul Kariya, executive director for Clean Energy BC.
calculating united energy costs.
‘I guess the question to be asked was, ‘Shouldn’t
‘In order to make Site C look like a far more Site C be paying back something to the ratepayer
attractive financial project than it is, the BC who’s putting up the money and, ultimately, the
government abandoned the concepts of risk and taxpayer?’’ 0
www.islandtides.com
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Pit Cook at Pender School

T

- Paul Michael Petrie

Photos: Anna Herlitz

he October 12 traditional First Nations Pit
Cook at the Pender School brought drama,
special knowledge and a delicious salmon
feast to the nearly 140 students. Tsawout Elder Earl
Claxton Junior and Knowledge Keeper JohnBradley Williams shared WS̱ áNEć culture and
tradition while engaging the students in
constructing the steam pit and preparing the
salmon for cooking over hot coals.
The drama came when John-Bradley released
the steam cloud and the pit was enthusiastically
closed in near record time with everyone following
their assigned task. Earl Junior worked one-on-one
with older students preparing the salmon for the fire
pit while John-Bradley shared WS̱ áNEć stories with
the younger ones. One class had prepared a special

selection of indigenous teas including rosehip,
huckleberry and spruce for everyone and shared
information on the health benefits of each tea.
Opening the steam pit was an exercise in
anticipation and participation. The reward was a
bounty of steamed potatoes, carrots, yams, onions,
squash, artichokes and apples, some of which were
harvested directly from the school garden. All the
rest of the vegetables and some of the salmon were
generously donated by Pender Tru-Value and
manager Mike Gray. The maple wood smoked
salmon was done to perfection and many came
back for seconds and some for thirds.
The Pit Cook was first recommended by Tsawout
Chief Harvey Underwood when members of the
Historical Society, the Pender Reconciliation Circle,

Switch Off Oil and Save
If you’ve been thinking about
switching off oil for home heating,
we can help make it affordable
and easy.
For a limited time, get a $750
credit from Superior Propane
to offset the cost of switching
from oil to propane.*

Learn more at SwitchOffOil.ca
or call 1-855-371-7700
* $750 one time bill credit applicable only to home heat customers switching from oil heat to
propane heat. Propane furnace or boiler installation required through a Superior Propane Certified
Partner. 2000 litre minimum annual consumption. Credit will be applied to customer’s account after
first fill, please allow 8 weeks. Offer expires November 18, 2016. Conditions apply, please call for
details. ® Superior Propane is a registered trademark of Superior Plus LP in Canada.

Pender Island Elementary School’s Pit Cook.

and St Peter’s Parish met with the Tsawout
leadership team in May to discuss ways to share
cultural knowledge. A modest grant-in-aid from the
CRD helped support the event.
School staff embraced the event and the students
and some parents participated with enthusiasm.
Many students enjoyed a unique cultural
experience and some learned a new skill. Before the
feasting began, John-Bradley Williams and Earl
Claxton Junior taught everyone how to say thank
you, HíSWḵ̱ E in the SENćOŧEN language with palms
gently raised upward. The whole event felt like a
second thanksgiving with a First Nations cultural
theme and a focus on Pender youth. 0

Re: Consideration of Local School Calendar Option for 2017/2018

The School Calendar Form provided by the Ministry is required to be submitted by
each district in the province to the Ministry no later than March 31, 2017.
To accommodate these changes, the following Notice of Motion was presented at
the September 14, 2016 Board of Education Public meeting:
“It was moved that the Board of Education adopts a Local School
Calendar for the 2017/2018 school year that reduces the number of days
in session by approximately 25 to 30 resulting in a four-day school week.
The instructional time from these days will be added to the remaining
days of instruction. The resulting savings will allow the district to preserve
programs and options for our students. The motion will be tabled at the
regular Public Board meeting on March 8, 2017.”
Submissions may be made to the Board until February 1, 2017.
Opportunities to provide feedback include:
•

•
•

Email through: http://sd64.bc.ca/calendar-input;

Individual written submissions addressed to the Board of Education, through
Dawne Fennell, Executive Assistant;
Public Meeting of the Board of Education – March 8, 2017 at Fulford
Community Elementary School at 1:00 p.m.

The calendar template to be considered for the 2017/2018 school year can be
viewed at: http://sd64.bc.ca/calendar-input.

www.islandtides.com
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‘Ocean Protection Plan’
announced - Natalie Dunsmuir

he federal Liberal government has unveiled
a $1.5 billion plan to protect Canada’s
coastline from oil spills, but critics are
worried that the plan leaves the door open for the
Kinder Morgan expansion project.
The Ocean Protection Plan was announced at a
press conference in Stanley Park on November 7.
Prime Minister Trudeau said it would give Canada
‘one of the best marine safety and emergency
preparation systems in the world.’
The plan includes increases to the presence of the
Canadian Coast Guard on the coast, as well as
increases to their towing capacity; better
monitoring of marine traffic; the creation of a new
fund to finance coastal habitat restoration;
partnerships with First Nations to co-manage
coastal protection programs; and, ‘investing in oil
spill cleanup research and methods’.

Kinder Morgan Expansion

Photo: Andrew Loveridge

Galiano islanders enjoy the moment—Galiano Green Affordable Housing scheme received
Third Reading, after five years of effort. Galiano Land and Community Housing Trust’s
directors and well-wishers spontaneously got together for a libation at Sutil Lodge.
Refreshments miraculously appeared, and Lorelei played light music well into the evening.
It was one of those special times…

P

New ‘independent’ senators appointed - Natalie Dunsmuir

rime Minister Justin Trudeau has
recommended the appointment of 21 new
senators, using a new process designed to
ensure that senators are independent and chosen
based on merit.
Appointees include lawyers, doctors, social
activists, financial experts, politicians and police
leaders. Among the new senators is Gwen Boniface,
the first woman to be appointed as commissioner of
the Ontario Provincial Police; Raymonde SaintGermain, a Quebec senior public servant; Rosa
Galvez, an expert in environmental pollution control;
Sarabjit S Marwah, the vice-chairman and chief
operating officer of Scotiabank; Marilou McPhedran,
who was the youngest lawyer to be admitted to the
Order of Canada; and Kim Pate, an internationally
renowned human rights expert. BC’s appointee is
Yuen Pau Woo, an expert in Canada-Asia relations
and a supporter of open trade.
Six senators are from Quebec, six from Ontario,
three from Manitoba, two from New Brunswick,
two from Nova Scotia, one from PEI and one from
British Columbia.
These appointments are not the first made by
Trudeau. He appointed seven new senators in
March of this year, to fill two vacancies in Manitoba,
three in Ontario and two in Quebec. These
appointments were also made by the new method
of senator appointment enacted shortly after
Trudeau formed government after the 2015 election.

Independent Advisory Board

Under the Canadian Constitution, it is the Governor
General who appoints people to the Senate.
However, these senators are, by convention,
recommended to the Governor General by the

Prime Minister. In order to follow up on his
campaign promise of senate reform, Prime
Minister Trudeau added an additional step to the
process—Canadians can now apply for the position
of senator, and their submissions are reviewed by
an Independent Advisory Board for Senate
Appointments, which then in turn provides the PM
with non-binding recommendations. The Prime
Minister can choose to ignore the advice of the
Board, so the process is not iron clad. Trudeau has
also attempted to change the partisanship nature of
the senate by appointing all ‘independent’ senators,
who belong to no one political party.
It’s the first time Canadians have been allowed to
apply for the position of senator. The application
period was open for a month this summer and the
Board received over 2,700 applications.
Criteria for appointment to the senate retains the
previous age requirements (over 30 and less than
75), citizenship, residency (being a permanent
resident of the province to which the senator is
appointed), and net worth—senators must own at
least $4,000 of property in the province they are
appointed to. This is a left-over tradition from
Canada’s beginning, when $4,000 in property
effectively reserved the senate to the upper class.
Added to these ‘constitutional eligibility
requirements’ are the government’s new ‘meritbased criteria’, which includes being nonpartisanship, knowledgeable in the legislative
process and Canada’s constitution, and a high level
of experience, community service or leadership in
a chosen field. The government will also choose
candidates with the aim of achieving a gender
balance and increasing diversity. 0
www.islandtides.com

However, many environmental organizations are
saying that while any improvements are welcomed,
tankers must still be stopped from making the
hazarderous journey along BC’s coast.
‘We welcome today’s announcement of
improved spill response, but it doesn't make coastal
communities any safer from the risks posed by a
700% increase in tankers carrying diluted bitumen
in southern BC waters,’ said campaigns director of
the Sierra Club BC, Caitlyn Vernon.
A 700% increase in tanker traffic is what the
Trans Mountain Pipeline Expansion project is
estimated to create. The $6.8 billion pipeline
twinning would triple the bitumen-carrying
capacity of Kinder Morgan’s Trans Mountain
pipeline, and increase the number of tankers
leaving the Port of Vancouver from 60 per year to
over 400 per year. A government decision on the
project is due by late December of this year.
Environmental groups such as the Dogwood
Initiative, Living Oceans, the Sierra Club and the
Wilderness Committee sent out statements of their
continued opposition to the Kinder Morgan
proposal in the wake of the Ocean Protection Plan
announcement.
The Council of Canadians also weighed in on the
discussion, saying in a statement that they are
‘concerned that this will be used as an excuse to
approve the Kinder Morgan pipeline and the
increased tanker traffic that goes with it.’
The shipping industry considers 10-15% recovery
of spilled oil a success, which still leaves 85-90% of
oil from a tanker spill to pollute the BC coast’s fragile
ecosystems.
The City of Vancouver has placed the likelihood
of an oil spill in the Burrard Inlet at 79-87% over 50
years should the Kinder Morgan pipeline expansion
be approved.

North Coast Moratorium on
Tankers

The new plan does not include a moratorium on
tanker traffic on the North Coast, a promise that was
written into Trudeau’s mandate letter to the Minister
of Transportation. However, Trudeau, asked about
the lack of any mention of a ban, said there would be
more to say on the topic in coming weeks.
The federal Minister of Transportation, Marc
Garneau, also said in an interview with the CBC that
a moratorium on crude oil tanker traffic off of BC’s
north coast is coming soon. Garneau said the ban
would come by the end of 2016.
A tanker ban on BC’s north coast would not, in
any case, hinder the Kinder Morgan pipeline
expansion project, which proposes to ship oil from
Vancouver’s Burrard Inlet. 0

Page 12, Island Tides, December 8, 2016

Winter high tide on Saturna Island—driftwood and big waves.

News Digest
It took eight years to activate the Kyoto Protocol;
the Paris Agreement has been brought into action
just eleven months after its signing. China, India,
Canada, the US, the EU and dozens of other nations
ratified the Paris Agreement as fast as they could.
All countries that have ratified the agreement—
there are 105 of them, amounting to 75% of global
emissions—now have a legal obligation to hold
global warming to no more than 2ºC above preindustrial levels.

Paris Agreement Is In Effect

David Suzuki is participating in a panel discussion
in Montreal on November 16 to discuss the future
of environmental rights in Canada. The event,
which will also be livestreamed, will focus on the
Blue Dot movement, an initiative to have the right
to a healthy environment enshrined in the
constitution. Blue Dot has already gained the
support of more than 100,000 individual
Canadians and 143 municipalities across the
country representing 43% of the population.
The panel discussion will address the question of
why it is so important to have environmental rights
enshrined in Canada’s body of law, and will also
celebrate two years of the Blue Dot movement and
discuss plans for 2017 and beyond.

Photo: Priscilla Ewbank

Klassen and will showcase Canada’s engineering
achievements. The design for the quarter was

After a lengthy competition that received thousands
of entries, the designs for special Canada 150 coins
have been unveiled. Five coins—the twoonie, loonie,
nickle, dime and quarter—will be having a
makeover to celebrate Canada’s upcoming big
birthday. The contest, which opened in March of
2015, had five categories: wonders, character,
achievements, passions, and Canada’s future.
The twoonie will feature the work of BC artist
Timothy Hsia, and will be graced with an image of
the northern lights. The winning design of the
loonie was created by Ontario resident Wesley

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

A new report from the National Energy Board
looked at how much of Canada’s electricity comes
from renewables. The report found that
hydroelectricity is the dominant source of energy in
Canada, accounting for 55% of our installed
capacity. BC, Manitoba, Quebec, Newfoundland
and Labrador, and the Yukon get more than 85%
of their energy from hydroelectricity. Other forms
of renewable power, such as wind, solar and
biomass, was found to have increased in capacity in
the past decades, and accounts for 11% of Canada’s
power capacity, and for 7% of total generation.
Wind capacity has increased 20 times, and solar
increased 125 times.
On the other side of the equation, 11% of
Canada’s greenhouse gas emissions come from
electricity generation. Those emissions are
decreasing, however—from 2000 to 2014,
emissions from the electricity sector declined 40%,
mostly due to the phasing out of coal in Ontario and
greenhouse gas reduction initiatives in Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick.

NEB Renewables Report

Blue Dot Panel Discussion

Canada 150 Coin Design

they will complete a research project, collaborate
with staff, and be mentored by David Suzuki and
other leaders in their field.
Applications for the fellowship will be accepted
until February 1.

created by then-eight-year-old Joelle Wong from
Ontario and features a turtle, bird and a beaver,
decorated by aboriginal patterns, reaching for a
plant that grows out of a pair of hands. The dime’s
artwork was made by Amy Choi of Alberta and
shows an airborne maple leaf in the shape of a dove.
The nickle will be graced by the work of First
Nations artist Gerald Gloade and is an image of a
solitary beaver.
This year, the David Suzuki Foundation is offering
three fellowships of $50,000 to scholars in
Vancouver, Toronto and Montreal. The Vancouver
recipient will be someone with expertise in clean
energy solutions or the economics of sustainable
development. The Toronto fellowship is focused on
climate solutions and traditional indigenous
knowledge, and the Montreal grant will be awarded
based on knowledge of transportation, energy and
climate solutions.
Winners of the fellowship will also spend a year
working with the David Suzuki Foundation, where

David Suzuki Fellowship

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…
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Vancouver Aquarium to Care for
Rescued Sea Otter Pups

The Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science Centre
has announced that it will provide long-term care
for two sea otter pups that were found stranded in
Kachemak Bay, Alaska. The male pup, who was
found when he was only 1-week-old, spent months
in the Alaska SeaLife Center’s I.Sea.U facility, where
he received 24-hour care. The female pup, who was
found when she was an estimated 23-days-old,
received similar treatment. Both are now almost
year-olds and were deemed non-releasable by the
US Fish and Wildlife Services—they hadn’t had a
sufficient amount of maternal care to be taught the
skills necessary to survive in the wild.
The two otters will join the aquarium’s four more
rescued otters—15-year-old Elfin, 12-year-old Tanu,
four-year-old Katmai and another pup named
Rialto, who only just arrived at the aquarium this
September for long-term care.
The two new rescued pups do not yet have
names. A voting page has been created to allow the
public to participate in the naming process. 0
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Grading the government - Elizabeth May, MP
he Liberal government led by Right
Honourable Justin Trudeau was elected on
October 19 and sworn in on November 4,
last year. So, how is the current administration
doing?
The grading of a new government needs to start
by setting out the context for assessment. However,
setting the bar by the previous government is too
low—a string of F’s is not a valuable tool. Canada is
in new territory now and we need new tools.
Let’s measure the Trudeau administration’s
performance against the Liberal platform promises
and against the Speech from the Throne. The overriding priority of climate change is one that touches
many portfolios, so it is a good criterion, too. As Bill
McKibben has explained: ‘This is literally a math
test, and it’s not being graded on a curve. It only has
one correct answer. And if we don’t get it right, then
all of us—along with our 10,000-year-old
experiment in human civilization—will fail.’
So let’s do this for 13 key areas: democracy,
climate action, environmental law, finance,
immigration, health, foreign policy, trade,
indigenous issues, justice, fisheries, agriculture and
transportation.
Democracy: Incomplete
The major promise for electoral reform remains
on the agenda, with the Special Parliamentary
Committee on Electoral Reform due to table its
report on December 1, 2016. The hearings held by
the ERRE across Canada attracted thousands of
people as did the online submissions, primarily
calling for proportional representation.
We have also seen appointments of Independent
senators representing a high calibre of Canadians
with strong backgrounds in public service.
Impressive strides have been made in reducing the
power of the PMO. Unprecedented transparency in
letters of mandate also brings up this grade.
Climate: C
Full marks for leadership in Paris at COP21 and
for prompt ratification of the Paris Agreement. The
commitment to carbon pricing, despite some
provincial resistance, brings up this mark. But the
decision to maintain the same weak climate target
brought in by the former Conservative government
is very distressing. The Harper target (30% below
2005 levels by 2030) is incompatible with the Paris
Agreement’s goal of holding global average
temperature to no more than 1.5ºC. The Liberal
platform promised to end subsidies for fossil fuels,
but budget 2015 has left them in place. As well,
approving projects that will drive up greenhouse gas
emissions, such as Petronas Pacific Northwest
LNG, violates the first rule of holes: if you are in one,
stop digging.
Environmental law: D
Removing the gutting of environmental law as
forced through in the 2012 omnibus budget bills, C38 and C-45, should have been accomplished as
quickly as possible. But the post C-38 and C-45
versions of the Fisheries Act, the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Act and the Navigable
Waters Protection Act are still the law of the land.
The longer they remain in place, the graver the risk
that they will remain in place.
In other areas, such as labour law and
immigration, regressive changes by the previous
government have been reversed. Rather than fix the
omnibus budget bill’s damage three different
ministers are approaching changes in different
manners—and none of it urgently. (Caveat: it is true
that the environmental community is split on how
to proceed. Many are content with a long
consultation process, despite the obvious risks).
Finance: C
The 2016 federal budget was a mixed bag.

Commitments to indigenous peoples, housing,
public transit, water works and waste water
funding, relief on student debts and funds for
marine protected areas partially met many Liberal
promises. The budget fell far short on climate
action. As noted by the PBO it did not deliver
financial transparency. Unless corrected in the
2017 budget, the commitment to on-going LNG
subsidies until end of 2024 is a campaign promise
broken. The good news from the fall update is that
budget 2017 will have substantially enhanced
investments in GHG-cutting infrastructure. The
commitments to legislate independence for the
Parliamentary Budget Officer, open the Board of
Internal Economy to daylight, and greater
independence for the Chief Statistician of Canada
are very welcome.
Immigration: B
Minister McCallum has moved to repair damage
done to legislation, as well as to bring 25,000 Syrian
refugees to Canada. It has been remarkable to
watch as thousands of Canadians opened their
hearts (and their wallets) to help, but many more
refugees await help. While much more needs to be
done to repair the damage of the last 10 years to our
immigration and refugee law, the changes to C24—
ensuring one class of citizenship—deserves strong
support.
Health: BMinister Philpott has had a series of very tough
files. Given that the Green Party could not support
C-14 as it did not meet the tests of the Supreme
Court of Canada in the Carter case, the mark is
lowered. The May 2016 national conference on
Lyme disease, mandated by my private members
bill, was a high water mark in public health
attention to the issue, but the national strategy is
still incomplete. The mandate letter calls for bulk
buying of pharmaceutical drugs, to bring down the
price. Tough issues remain: the renegotiation of the
health accord and legalization of marijuana.
Foreign Policy: C
A surprisingly weak start for the new Liberal
government was the approval of the sale of
armoured jeeps to a repressive regime of Saudi
Arabia. Global Affairs minister Stephane Dion
made a welcome announcement in June that
Canada would become state party to the UN Arms
Control Treaty, but rejected calls to tighten our
export screen to reject arms sales to countries with
dismal human rights records. Saudi Arabia, China
and Algeria are among the top ten customers for
Canadian arms sales. In a pattern of two steps
forward and one step back, Minister Dion improved
the record in committing that Canada sign on to the
Optional Protocol against Torture, but disappointed
the nuclear disarmament community in voting with
the nuclear weapons states in the UN against a
special round of negotiations in 2017 to ban nuclear
weapons.
Trade: CThe triumphalism in signing the CETA is deeply
disturbing. Canadians have never been granted a
full debate about any of the deals that enhance
corporate power at the expense of domestic
environmental and health regulations. All the
investor-state agreements need to be reviewed and
assessed before entering new ones. Chapter 11 of
NAFTA has cost us millions and reduced
environmental protections. As it is secret, we have
no idea how much the Canada-China FIPA may
have already impacted our laws. CETA and TPP
increase the number of countries from which
foreign corporations will have a right to bring
monetary claims in arbitrations–with varying
degrees of transparency.
All deals increasing regimes for corporate rule
www.islandtides.com
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Mushrooms are everywhere and in all sizes. This
exquisite tiny one burst out of the moss mounds.

and the reduction of national sovereignty should be
opposed. Credit to the new minister for pursuing
Canada’s appeal against the anti-democratic
NAFTA Chapter 11 arbitration decision, in support
of Bilcon, a US corporation.
Justice for Indigenous Peoples - First
Nations, Metis and Inuit: F
$8.4 billion in spending commitments met with
approval by AFN Chief Perry Belgarde, but much
more needs to be done. As the vote in the house on
the NDP motion to meet the needs of First Nations
children demonstrated, there has been inadequate
attention to funding for children’s services and not
enough for suicide prevention.
But more significant than money is the
commitment to truth, justice and reconciliation
based on a nation-to-nation relationship. The
approval of permits by this government for Site C
violates fundamental treaty rights. It is a betrayal of
Liberal campaign promises.
Justice: C
Welcomed decisions to drop appeals launched
by previous governments, but more need to be
dropped. The failure of the government to assess
treaty rights impacted by granting permits for Site
C dams is very worrying. The commitment to the
UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples is welcome, but the growing inconsistency
between government actions–such as on Site C and
Pacific Northwest LNG—and that commitment is
worrying.
Fisheries: D
The Fisheries Act remains broken without
restoration of the provisions to protect fish habitat.
The promise to implement the Cohen Commission
recommendations for controls on aquaculture
remain unfulfilled. The approval of the Petronas
LNG project on Lelu Island off Prince Rupert
threatens the survival of BC’s second largest salmon
run, the Skeena salmon.
Agriculture: C
There is virtually nothing in the platform or the
SFT on agriculture. Here’s hoping the Trudeau
administration decides to take up the issue of
helping family farmers, local agriculture and food
security.
Transportation: D
We urgently need proper regulation and setbacks for LNG tankers and proposed transit routes
before projects are approved. The LNG projects in
Squamish, BC, and on Lelu Island, BC, should
never be approved without a clear regulatory
framework for set-back zones for LNG tankers.
We need enhanced rail safety regulations and
restoration of the Navigable Waters Protection Act.
We need to support cross-country VIA Rail
passenger service. 0
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