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Oct 20–Voting for
Gabriola’s Future
Sheila Malcolmson

Gabriola goes to referendum November
20 on whether to incorporate as a
municipality. However the Nanaimo
Regional District issues (building
inspection and recreation budget) that
spawned this study in the first place
were resolved several years ago.
Our restructure study didn’t find a
single issue in this community for
which incorporation could be a
solution, despite ‘issue identification’
being a specific study task. Discussion
of the referendum has consumed both
local newspapers for the past year, but
attendance at restructure committee
meetings has been uniformly low.
As an Islands Trustee on Gabriola
and ex-officio member of the
restructure committee, here are my
views on the choice and risk Gabriolans
face.

Municipal Taxes Could Hurt
Community Diversity

Gabriola has the lowest income levels of
all the Gulf Islands, the second-lowest
property values, and more kilometres of
road per capita than any BC
municipality or Gulf Island. For the
average home to get the same services
we have already, restructure consultant
Tom Reid predicts a $115-$200 annual
tax increase as a result of incorporation
(even higher if commercial taxes are
leveled as has occurred on Bowen
Island). Farmers living on their land
face the highest leap—$187-$247 more
annually if we incorporate. Increases in
the cost of living could affect the
affordability, mix and tone of Gabriola.
I love the ingenuity, artistry and
diversity of our community, and am
afraid of changing it by making it too
expensive to live here.

Taxes Could Increase More
Than Predicted

Beyond the $5 million budget now
estimated for a Gabriola municipality, a
municipal council would have no
trouble identifying all sorts of
worthwhile projects to invest in, and
that would increase our taxes further.
Bowen Municipal Council, for example,
chose to spend $120,000 more in
grants to community organizations
than was spent on Bowen before
incorporation. I believe Gabriolans
would elect a sensitive and responsive
council, with good intentions, but it
might be hard for council to say no to all
the clubs & causes, and all the projects
touted as enabled by incorporation,
funded by our tax dollars. There will be
no free lunch in having a municipality.

Trust Considers Ecology,
Not Tax Revenue

The Local Trust Committee now
responsible for land-use planning on
Gabriola has an uncomplicated
governance role as ‘guardian,’ with no
financial incentive to rezone or develop.
Under the present governance system,
when voting on a rezoning application,
only the Islands Trust preserve-andprotect mandate is considered, since
the Local Trust Committee receives no

GABRIOLA, please turn to page 6

Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick

Not a house fire—Pender Islands’ fire department was on hand at Camelot-by-the-Sea to provide rain for
a scene in Kathleen’s Closet, a film by Pender filmmaker Sheila Jordan.

North Pender by-election, candidates speak
Christa Grace-Warrick

Two candidates for North Pender’s pivotal Islands
Trust by-election, Gary Steeves and Tony Johnston,
spoke to the public in a two-hour All Candidates
Meeting on Saturday, November 6.
In his platform statement, Tony Johnston said
that a vote for Gary Steeves will ‘kill the Driftwood
Village proposal.’ He said if elected he would ‘revisit’
public input for Bylaw 141. This bylaw received a
strong message from the public—almost 700 letters
were against this proposal to rezone Rural land to
high density housing. It is currently past the public
input stage and stands at Third Reading.
Johnston said he felt needed ‘a better consensus’
of the community’s feelings. He suggested a
referendum on the issue to gather more information
about what the community thinks.
Meanwhile, on the previous day, the Driftwood
Village proponent Davey Rae had circulated a flyer in
which he has said that he is withdrawing his housing
proposal and does not want it to be an election issue.
To date the Islands Trust office has had no
notification of a withdrawal.
At the meeting, Johnston criticized Steeves for
calling for the resignation of North Pender trustees in
August. Johnston felt that he could work more
effectively with the two other trustees.
In his opening statement, Steeves responded by
saying it was ‘no secret that he found Bylaw 141 to be
fundamentally flawed’ and that he did not support it,
as the community had indicated they didn’t support
the bylaw during the approval process.
Continuing, Steeves pledged to have a more open
process and have ‘more collaboration before a bylaw
is written.’ He felt that the OCP revision process was
an ideal opportunity to begin this revitalization
process. He said that currently, ‘the Islands Trust
Planner is doing the OCP Review—we should be
doing it.’ ‘Discussions in small groups on various
aspects of community are needed,’ he said—some
people do not want to speak at large meetings. He
said that the Trust had a number of mechanisms for
community involvement such as committees and ad
hoc groups.
Johnston said that the OCP process was ‘stalled’
but there were only the resources and budget to
support a limited review. He would kick-start the
process if elected. He was also concerned that the
OCP not be undermined by ‘a full rewrite.’ Later,
following a question from Jonathan Daw, who said
he did not feel included in the OCP Review, Johnston
revised his position to say that a comprehensive
review with large-scale community input was a good
idea.
Steeves said that only half of the budget set aside
for the OCP Review this year had been spent. He said
a methodology needed be to defined and then
funding for it would be forthcoming.
Another plank in Steeves’ platform was to redefine
the APC—enlarging the commission to improve
community feedback. Supporting the Trust Mandate

he felt lies in ‘Pender solutions to Pender problems.’
Steeves said that on his door-knocking campaign,
Islanders told him that they ‘felt that their opinions
did not count’ and he pledged to change this.
Johnston responded that enlarging the APC even
to 20 people would make it ‘unwieldy’ and
commented that even Trust Chair David Essig had
said that enlarging Trust Council would make it
unwieldy. (It currently numbers 26.)
In the question period, the first questioners made
it apparent that the personal denigration that has
been seen in recent trustee elections is now being
turned on Steeves. His background was questioned.
His recent community participation was cited as a
reason to disqualify him as a disinterested trustee.
However, the dominant question of who stood on the
chair at the infamous August 26 LTC meeting was
finally revealed when audience member, Don
Harrison laid claim to the act, finally freeing Steeves
of accusation. (See also letter from Harrison, page 4.)
It turns out, in fact, that Steeves was the one who
solicited a way through to dialogue between
attendees and Trustee Giselle Rudischer and Trust
Planner Robert Kojima after the LTC meetings
adjournment. What followed was an hour-and-a-half
of discussion which apparently diffused community
anger about not being heard.
Harrison asked about groundwater, ‘If someone
decided to drill a well would Johnston uphold the
property right of the individual or would he consider
it a community issue?’ Johnston replied that he
would consider that it would transgress boundaries
and be a community issue. Steeves responded it
would be a neighbourhood rather than a community
issue and that he believed in strong neighbourhoods
and water conservation education as ways to resolve
such situations.
Patty Parkyn asked Steeves what he thought were
the most important aspects of groundwater. Steeves
responded ‘quantity and quality and the preservation
of these.’ Johnston completely agreed adding that
Bermuda served a community of 50,000 people with
water catchment. Pender’s water, he said, ‘would
serve all of us and a few more.’
Alex Wilson asked about the infrastructure to
support the many newcomers to Magic Lake Estates,
North Pender’s 1,200 lot subdivision. Johnston said
that ‘the Islands Trust people’ told him that there
were 500 undeveloped lots in Magic Lake Estates and
that there were also 200 subdividable properties on
Pender Island, so he felt there were enough lots to
cope with the next 25 years and that Pender was ‘not
at a critical point’ and ‘that is was impossible to keep
it as it is today.’
Steeves asked, ‘What are the limits of growth?’
commenting that there was a taboo on talking about
it. But, he said, we must do so to have meaningful
planning.
NORTH PENDER BY-ELECTION, please turn to page 7

December Trust
Council agenda

The Islands Trust Council will hold its next
quarterly meeting in Victoria from
December 8–10. The public is invited to
attend sessions commencing on
Wednesday, December 8 at 1pm and
concluding on Friday, December 10 by
approximately 2pm.
Trust Council sessions will include:
Gulf Islands National Park Reserve
Update
(1–1:30pm,
Wednesday);
Groundwater Management Solutions
(3:30–4pm, Wednesday)—update on the
groundwater mapping project that the
Islands Trust is working on with Natural
Resources Canada; Budget Session
(8:30–10am, Thursday); Islands Trust
Fund Regional Conservation Plan
(10:15–10:45am, Thursday); Town Hall
Session (10:45am–12pm, Thursday)—
informal dialogue between members of
island communities and the trustees. The
public is invited to discuss issues, ask
questions and make suggestions about the
work of the Islands Trust; and North West
Cruiseship Association Presentation
(1:30–2:30pm, Thursday)—impact of
cruiseships oin the marine waters of the
Islands Trust area.
As a response to public concerns
expressed at September Trust Council, the
business meeting (on Thursday afternoon
and all day Friday) will consider: a staff
presentation to trustees about planning
tools that can be used to manage
development; new policies for faster bylaw
investigation that involve ecological
damage;
a
new
program
for
implementation of the Islands Trust policy
statement; and areas where additional
provincial cooperation would support the
Islands Trust; and council will hear a
presentation from the Habitat Acquisition
Trust about the protection of natural
areas.
Persons or organizations wishing to
reserve time to present a formal delegation
must forward a request to the Corporate
Secretary at the Islands Trust office in
Victoria.
A maximum of 12 formal delegations
will be accepted on a first come, first
served basis, but written submissions can
also be forwarded for Council’s review.
Delegations are being booked by
several Islands’ groups—including North
Pender and Salt Spring—with an emphasis
on the ‘Slow Islands Movement’ (see letter,
pg. 5) that is gaining public interest. 0
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0045
0935
1450
1710
0140
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0.0
11.8
10.2
10.2
0.7
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2.3

0435
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3.9
8.9
7.2
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3.1
0.2
3.6
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11.2
9.5
10.2
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3.2
0.7
3.2
2.7
3.2
0.5
3.4
2.9
3.1
0.4

11.5
9.8
9.8

3.5
3.0
3.0

9.8
8.2
10.5
2.3
10.5
8.9
10.5
1.6

0745
1300
1530
2340

11.5
9.8
10.2
1.3
11.5
9.8
10.2
1.3

0015
0910

1.6
11.5

0825
1415
1545

0050
0945

Ht./m.

2.0
11.5

3.5
3.0
3.1
0.4
3.5
3.0
3.1
0.4

0.5
3.5
0.6
3.5
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Island Marine Construction
Floats • Ramps • Moorings • Pile Driving
Ph:

250-537-9710 Fax: 537-1725
www.islandmarine.ca

Richard J. Wey BCLS
Legal, Engineering and Topographical Surveys
Subdivision Planning
The Lord James, #4-2227 James White Blvd.
Sidney, BC V8L 1Z5

Telephone 250-656-5155 Fax: 250-656-5175

Going Somewhere?
whittome’s travel
60 Station Street, Duncan

1-800-434-0566

travel.whittome@shawcable.com
Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Homeowners
• Farm
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#1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island
Doug Guedes & Doug Strong • 1-250-537-5527
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Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
7178 W. Saanich Rd, Brentwood Bay
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
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BC Rail In Depth Report ~ Patrick Brown

W

North to Alaska

hen CN bought BC Rail from the provincial
subsection (a)(1) $6,000,000, to remain available until
government, they not only achieved a monopoly on
expended.’
rail freight traffic for most of the interior of British
A Transport Canada ‘Issues Paper’ of 16 Mar 2001 stated:
Columbia, but also sewed up the two major route possibilities for ‘The US Congress has allotted $6 million to establish a bilateral
a future railroad to Alaska. Given CN’s ambitions for a railroad commission to study the 2000 km rail link from Fort St John,
empire spanning all the North American Free Trade area, did BC to Fairbanks, Alaska. … The Yukon Government supports the
they pay enough?
rail project, and [Alaska] Senator Murkowski has met with
The CN purchase was announced on November 25, 2003 Minister Collenette to discuss the project.’
and completed on June 14, 2004. On December 17, 2003, the BC
The paper projected a link from the Alaska Railway near
Government released the final version of the ‘Fairness Report,’ Fairbanks to Prince George or to Fort St James on BC Rail’s
written by the consulting firm Charles River Associates (CRA) of Dease Lake extension.
Boston, Massachusetts.
A Canadian Arctic Railway (CAR) presentation to a
According to the report: ‘…Province and its advisors designed Canadian Transportation Act review panel on March 26, 2001
in Whitehorse outlined a
and
managed
the
plan to develop a standard
partnership process in a
gauge railway throughout
fair
and
impartial
the Canadian Arctic. At the
manner and ensured the
moment, CAR said, it is
best proposals were put
working on connecting
forward
for
conFairbanks with railheads in
sideration. The report
northern BC, which, said
concluded that the
CAR, could be completed
Province will receive fair
in 48 months. They
value from CN for the
claimed support from the
opportunity to operate
Interhemispheric Bering
the freight railway.’
Strait Tunnel and Railroad
The publication of
Group, US Federal GovCRA’s report, as ‘fairness
ernment, Russian Govconsultant,’ was clearly
ernment, Alaskan State
intended to sell the deal
Government and Govto the public.
ernment of the Yukon
With respect to the
Territory.
bidding process, CRA
Representatives
of
went into considerable
mining
companies,
detail in describing the
legislators from Alaska and
procedure and what had
from Canada’s Yukon
occurred, and the reasons
Territory, and rail experts
why certain shortcuts
attended an international
appeared to have been
conference in Fairbanks on
taken. The report also
October 10-11, 2001.
noted complaints from
Yukon Parliament member
competing bidders, but
Larry Bagnell was quoted
said the process was fair.
in the Fairbanks NewsWith respect to the
Miner, ‘It’s a great longprice, CRA justified it by a
term project. It’ll change
number of analyses,
Source: www.cn.ca
the face of the world.’
including a CIBC World
Further talks were held
Markets estimate of Total
Enterprise Value (TEV), comparisons with prices paid for other recently in Juneau with Colin Kinsley, Mayor of Prince George;
railroads both in North America and abroad, and Discounted after talks with Yukon Premier Dennis Fentie, Prime Minister
Cash Flow (DCF) analyses of projected income streams from BC Paul Martin has reportedly agreed to provide Canadian funding
for the joint commission study. Fentie, speaking in Calgary in
Rail as it was presently constituted.
But as former Transportation Minister Judith Reid remarked January 2004, said that BC Rail is the logical connection at Fort
at one point: ‘CN is looking at this from the viewpoint of North Nelson.
The new opportunity for CN was also trumpeted in the BC
America.’ She was more right than she realized. CN was buying
a key part of a long-term continental strategy, not just a railway Legislature on February 12 this year: ‘One of the consequences
of this new rail partnership was
with access to lumber, mining,
heightened interest by the Yukon
and petroleum customers.
1898: Railroading, Aliens, and
Territory and the state of Alaska in
Alaska Bound?
the Flexible Border
having CN link up with the Alaska
There are presently two railways ‘There will come a time when Alaska will be one of the state railway to provide a
in Alaska: The narrow-gauge wealthiest possessions of the American domain.’ This continuous link to the southern 48
White Pass and Yukon, from was W M Sheffield, writing in Cosmopolitan in 1899.
states. …the key lesson for us is
Skagway to Whitehorse, and the
He wasn’t only referring to the gold fields, and he that by entering into the CN
Alaska Railway, from Fairbanks to was writing in support of building a railroad to Alaska partnership we at least make
Anchorage.
from the lower forty-eight. The White Pass and Yukon possible, for the first time since the
CRA’s report made no mention Railway was under construction, starting in 1898.
extension of BC Rail was
of possible future Alaska links,
As the gold explorers turned east from Skagway into terminated in the 1970s, that it
despite the fact that the idea (first BC (Atlin) in the winter of 1898, the BC Parliament in again could be started north from
floated in 1860, see box) has Victoria passed the Alien Exclusion Act (Jan 1899), Fort St James, Fort Nelson or both
recently achieved significant depriving Americans from holding or acquiring any to open up the mineral and forest
momentum, as shown by the claims in BC. (Contrast this with our welcome to US resources of the northern half of
following quotes and events.
corporations today.)
our great province’—G. HalseyOn December 11, 2000, US
‘The British Columbia mounted police have not been Brandt
(Liberal/Richmond
President Bill Clinton had signed free from suspicion of maintaining a somewhat elastic Centre).
the Rails to Resources Act of border line that has been more than once stretched to
On February 17, R. Harris
2000:
include districts of great mineral wealth. Such a charge (Liberal/Skeena) echoed Halsey‘The President is authorized and has, indeed, been definitely made by the miners driven Brandt: ‘… we now have a rail
urged to enter into an agreement from Atlin to the Porcupine claims.’ wrote Sheffield.
operator, in CN, that has the
with the Government of Canada
capacity to expand.’
to establish an independent joint commission to study the
Not
Just
a
Branch Line
feasibility and advisability of linking the rail system in Alaska
But
CRA’s
assessment
of
the
railway’s
worth was based almost
to the nearest appropriate point on the North American
completely on its present business rather than its future
continental rail system.
potential. It made the case that almost all of BC Rail’s customers
‘There is authorized to be appropriated to any fund
established for use by the Commission as described in

BC Rail, please turn to page 6

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS

Kire Gi ll ett

Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water

T o a r ra ng e a fr ee est i ma te :
Call 250- 537- 166 2
E ma i l pi p e f i s h @ s a l t s pr i n g .c o m

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic

Licensed Gas Fitter
Journeyman Plumber
Bonded & Insured

Serving Pender, Mayne, Galiano & Salt Spring I sla n ds

• Davnor BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
REMOVE:
320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
realize I’m not feeling so resilient these last
days. ‘Four More Years of Dubya’—the
Victoria Times Colonist headline on
November 3—was not the outcome I had hoped
for, similar to a lot of other Canadians, other
world citizens, and just less than half of
American citizens. The extensive commentary
and reflection on this election have been very
informing and interesting. We shall see how this
all unfolds. Meanwhile, my own little patch of
peace and quiet in a larger quilt of stability is
even more appreciated.

Hopping Frogs

This last year I have seen more red legged frogs
on the roads than I have in a number of years.
They pop out on dark nights when the rain pelts
down and ricochets off the slick pavement. Your
headlights pinpoint them jumping mightily—
hoping and hopping to make that ten feet they
need to get clear of the car and to the other side.
On the other side of the dinner dish, I heard
that barred owls are onto this car/frog drama.
They keep watch, especially at the intersection of
Winter Cove Road and East Point Road hoping
for a hapless hop-less frog meal!

Jumping Slugs?

Leila Sumi, of Parks Canada was shepherding
two amphibian biologists around Saturna. They
are looking for salamanders and newts, red
legged frogs and pacific tree toads. Another
question they are trying to answer is, ‘Does
Saturna have the invasive bullfrogs? So far they
have not seen any.
Jumping slugs are also of great interest to
these biologists. Barb Hicks gave Leila a pretty
definitive description of such a slug she had seen
around her house. Apparently, a jumping slug is
smaller than the monster banana slugs for which
we are already famous. It is the behavior of the
jumping slug that is so remarkable. Upon
disturbance it writhes mightily about and does
all sorts of highly energetic gyrations for about a
minute before it is exhausted.

Bed Shortage in Saanich

The Vancouver Island Health Authority reminds
us outer Gulf Islanders that Saanich Peninsula
Emergency is suffering a bed shortage. So not
only are emergency waits up to ten hours, you
may not be admitted.
They ask that you be prepared to stay with
friends, family, or in a hotel, and have the
transportation and funds you might need. The
hospital has a list of accommodations available
for medical situations at reduced rates.

Low-Flow Toilets Official

Many people have already installed low flow
toilets as Saturna’s Water Committee has
recommended them as well as local government
agencies, but now it is official. As of the first of the
year, according to CRD regulations, all toilets
installed will be certified and use no more than
six-litres per flush.

BBQ For Salmon

Sometime in November, Saturna Parks and
Recreation is holding their annual BBQ
celebrating the return of the Lyall Creek salmon.
This event will be at Lyall Creek Cottage, just
north of the new culvert where the Missing Link
road starts. The food is always excellent—lamb
burger, beef and salmon and wonderful sweets
were last year’s offerings. Donations are gladly
accepted.
Our salmon enhancement group will be there
to lead tours of the creek and explain why Tom
Rutherford, our area’s biologist for Fisheries and
Oceans, calls Lyall Creek ‘the best and most
sound salmon habitat in the Vancouver Island
area—Lyall Creek is our best recovery effort.’

Wear whatever clothing would be okay to get
a bit muddy because this is a salmon
environment of high quality, reflecting what is
best for spawning salmon not us people who like
to stay dry.
Will the salmon be there? No guarantees, but
probably. The timing is right, the creek is
running well, upstream the waterfall has started
falling and smacking loudly on the rocks, and
that’s a lot of what it takes to keep the salmon on
their cycle.
According to Rick Jones, November 17 is a
likely day for them to show up! Actually the Coho
and Chum will show up starting November 15 as
there is a 5-day run of very high tides which the
salmon prefer together with a drop in barometric
pressure, which may or may not happen. This is
scheduled to be a bumper year as four years ago
there was a very successful run. Returns are good
at Goldstream so far this year.
Astonishingly enough, females need 30% of
body fat to get up streams and lay eggs after their
four year sojourn in the ocean. If for some reason
these conditions don’t work out they can hold off
a year!

Hallowe’en Switch-around

We did not have Halloween at Winter Cove.
After considerations about safety for trick-ortreaters and access for fire emergencies, the new
venue was chosen However Parks Canada do not
allow fireworks on parks property—which
Winter Cove now is. Well, that was a surprise!
So at the last minute the signs were changed
at the stores and on bulletin boards, a sweep of
the ‘almost’ site was conducted to gather up any
errant and confused goblins, witches and ghosts
and get them to the correct festivity site and then
the show went off as it has for many years, at the
firehall.
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Atmosphere protectors awarded
Every year the Skies Above Canada Foundation
honours individuals, organizations and
businesses whose environmental practices
protect the earth’s atmosphere. This year’s
Environmental Leadership Awards were
presented by retired senator The Honourable
Jean Forest at a gala function co-hosted by the
VI Human Rights Institute on November 12 at
Royal Roads University.

Winners Include

The Land Conservancy’s outstanding work in
protecting green space and special places was
recognized with awards to both Board Chair
Murray Rankin and General Counsel Derek
Ashurst, one of Victoria’s few lawyers focussed
on land conservancy.
Friends of the Nemaiah Valley President
David Williams will receive an award for
ground-breaking work to raise awareness about
the unique and endangered Chilcotin Wild
Horses and conserving the pristine habitat of
the Brittany Triangle. The award also recognizes

outstanding efforts in protecting the rights of
the Xeni Gwet’in of the Chilcotin First Nation,
by assisting with their rights and title lawsuit,
currently being heard in the BC Supreme Court
in Victoria, as well as helping the Xeni Gwet’in
with their Aboriginal Wilderness Preserve.
Bill Singbeil of Nanaimo will receive a
human rights award to honour a lifetime of
achievement in the support of justice. His
concern for others began when he rode the rails
during the great depression, like so many
others, seeking employment. Later, Bill was one
of the Canadian soldiers who liberated the Naziheld captives in Belsen, the largest of the
extermination camps. After returning to
Nanaimo, he devoted eight years to the Boy
Scouts, served as a dedicated volunteer for 50
years with the Red Cross and delighted the city’s
children as Santa Claus for 40 years. He was and
continues to be a major philanthropist through
his donations of handcrafted wooden items to a
wide variety of organizations. 0

PORT BROWNING MARINA, CAFE & PUB
F A L L H O U R S:
Café: Open 7am–8pm daily
Weekdays: Early Bird Special $4.95 (7–9am)
Pub: Open from Noon daily
Liquor Store: Open 10am–9pm daily
Variety Night every Saturday in the Pub. Bring your instrument and jam with the ‘Cahoots.’

629-3493 • www.portbrowning.com • portbrowning@gulfislands.com

Remembrance Day

Saturna’s Remembrance Day ceremony was
held at Saint Christophers Church on November
11. The Saturna Women’s Club provided a lovely
lunch for everyone afterwards. The Saturna
Lions organized the Church ceremony with
readings, songs, two poems read and sung by our
elementary students.
Island representatives from all branches of
the armed forces, Legion, war widows, children
of the world, and NATO and UN forces laid
wreaths at the front of the church. Many people
worked together to create this ceremony so that
we could honour those who have died in wars.
We come with our own particular reasons to
spend that minute in silence and to think our
thoughts about the reality of war and appreciate
the opportunity this ceremony provides.

Christmas Is A-Coming!

The children’s Christmas Concert is coming
closer. Santa comes to our concert with presents
for the kids, and the kids all sing and entertain us
and then we eat a lot of lovely goodies, chat and
go home.
This Concert is always a laugh and a delight
and never goes entirely as planned. The parents
know which lines are not quite right and that that
shepherd should have worn a hat and the
teacher sings along hoping the overall volume
drowns out the fact that the biggest voice for this
piece is sick at home, and the families and friends
always know it is great and just what they came
for! So, do come and bring some edible fancy to
share—the whole community is welcome!

Remembering Cliff

Long-time Saturna Islander Cliff Sacker passed
away last week. Many people will remember
Cliff’s voice—Cliff was the announcer at the
Saturna Lamb BBQ for years. 0

Whoops!

Readers may have got the impression from the caption on last edition’s front page photo that the
bulldozing of logs on Walker Hook was carried out as part of Sablefin Hatchery’s construction.
In fact it was done by the property’s owner as a method to minimize beach erosion.
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Higher Density Development is the
‘Special Interest’

Dear Editor:
We’ve long known that the Southern Gulf Islands are not just
any old piece of real estate. British Columbia has the greatest
diversity of life forms and habitats in the country. Now the
Biodiversity Branch of the Ministry of Water, Land and Air
Protection has determined that, hectare for hectare, these
Islands have more rare and irreplaceable biodiversity and
special features than anywhere else in the province (except for a
small marine area around Race Rocks). We who own property or
live or visit here must be aware of our responsibilities to the
highly sensitive environment that sustains us. So far, the
Southern Gulf Islands are also the sixth most heavily impacted
of 130 ‘ecosections’ in the province.
People who recognize this and care deeply for the future of
the islands’ natural values are not ‘special interest groups’. In
fact, most of the people of North Pender recognize their
responsibility and at a duly advertised and well-convened public
hearing in July this year they spoke as a strong majority against
the proposal to rezone rural land to develop high density housing
next to the Driftwood Centre.
Some who did not attend the public hearing, and did not hear
the many informed, well-reasoned and articulately expressed
views from people in all walks of life from all over the Island, say
they don’t believe this was an expression of democracy. They
want to ignore what the great majority of Islanders said and look
again at whether this proposal could still be made to seem like a
good idea. They pretend there are even more people, who didn’t
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The View From Canada ~ Patrick Brown
Much of the world hoped and expected that Bush would lose the
election. He didn’t.
Instead the world now has a clear message from the ‘world’s
only superpower’ that Americans support a radical government
that believes in pre-emptive warfare, doesn’t feel any
responsibility for global warming, won’t support the
international court or the Geneva convention; a regime that has
so far expressed itself in a failed war, a weakening currency, a
vulnerability to fear, and above all, a disdain for the world that it
professes to lead.
But that’s not actually what American voters supported.
Their decision was based on other issues, ones the world did not
and does not understand. And nearly half of them voted against
Bush’s America.
Not a mandate for radical change. But that’s what they’ll get.

The Western Movie

The 2000 election saw George Bush elected the world’s sheriff
through the intervention of the Supreme Court. The 2004
election movie consisted of the same scenes, reshot with 3-1⁄2
million more extras and without the Supreme Court.
The campaign was limited to a few states on the assumption
by both Republicans and Democrats that voters in the 38
remaining states would not reconsider their positions after four
years of the Bush administration. Amazingly, this assumption
proved to be correct; even in ‘safe’ Republican states Bush
increased his lead.
The Republicans mobilized both fear and anger. Fear of
terrorism, fear of foreigners, fear of people who are not like you.
Anger at intellectuals, New Englanders and Californians.
So despite Bush’s sorry record, US voters supported him
more than ever. Why?

The ‘Values’ Issue

US voters sought moral security: the assurance that Bush’s
judgement bore God’s imprimateur. But these moral values
were expressed mainly in negative terms: opposition to
abortions, gay marriage, stem-cell research. An intolerant,
vengeful God indeed. Apparently not a God who opposed war

Readers’ Letters

care enough to come to the public hearing (and consequently
weren’t as informed as people who did), who for some reason
have more legitimate views and would support the proposal even
though it would set precedent for future increased housing
density on rural land.
If there is a ‘special interest group’ on Pender, surely it is the
group of people who will not listen to the informed, concerned
majority voice of Pender Islanders, and who want to keep on
pushing this proposal at us (read the recently mailed-out blue
sheet carefully).
People around the world appreciate ‘Super Natural British
Columbia’ and that’s why they come to the Gulf Islands. In the
election for Trustee on November 20, please don’t let the real
special interest group increase its influence in bringing us a
future of higher density development on this rare, irreplaceable
and special, rural gem of an island.
Terry Chantler, North Pender Island

‘Uncivil’ Behaviour Clarified

Dear Editor:
I am writing to clarify misinformation presented at the recent
North Pender All Candidates Meeting on November 6. North
Pender LTC candidate Tony Johnston and a handful of audience
members made repeated reference to Gary Steeves (also LTC
candidate) and his so-called ‘uncivil behaviour’ at an August 26
North Pender LTC meeting.
I attended that meeting on August 26. North Pender’s
Trustees Wright and Round removed the Town Hall session of
that meeting from the agenda without reason. This was not a
wise decision given that 200-plus community members were in
attendance; nor was it popular. The meeting was quickly
adjourned with no business conducted.
Those in attendance then informally convened their own ad
hoc meeting. Being at the back of the room and wishing to make
an address, I stood on a chair of my own volition and asked the
audience for permission to speak. It was granted
wholeheartedly, and I made my presentation.
It seems this action has been deemed uncivil and wrongly
attributed to Mr Steeves. I don’t recall Mr Johnston attending
the August 26 meeting, but I’m left wondering who was
responsible for feeding this misinformation to Mr Johnston and
others. As he is a lawyer and trustee candidate, I would expect
much more from him in terms of due diligence and reliance on
facts, instead of biased hearsay.
Don Harrison, North Pender Island

Complete Rainwater Harvesting Systems
Roof-to-Tap Design

and killing. Not a God who wept at injustice. Not a God who
worries about the rest of the world. Not a God of women’s rights.
This negative approach may have been more effective in
appealing to a variety of voter groups. The result is a form of
coercive morality inconsistent with freedom, tolerance, and
social justice.
The ‘religious right’ was told that they would inherit moral
dominance and social position if Bush won. This has little to do
with religion really; it’s more a social class issue, hijacking God
for self-justification. The identification is not, as was often said,
with evangelism, but with fundamentalism. The result is to
legitimize bigotry—but is this what Jesus would really do?

Fear of Terrorism

US voters sought security from terrorists. Having advertised and
declared a climate of fear, Bush went on to promise safety,
tightening airport security and fingerprinting foreigners while
sending troops to Iraq where they would be more accessible to
terrorists. (This provides no guarantee that terrorists cannot
again attack US domestic targets; it’s just a distraction.)

The Economy

US voters sought economic security. But the Republican story is
that if you are not rich, it’s your own fault. Guilt overcame anger
to the extent that voters supported a president who has made no
secret of his support by and for big business.
And Bush’s plan for the ‘ownership society’ denies
government responsibility for health care and social security,
and undermines the social contract which is the foundation of
any nation.
But the economic powerhouse of the world is now weakened
by an enormous trade deficit and an enormous government
deficit, resulting in a weakening currency propped up by Chinese
purchases of US government bonds. Economic security won’t be
any easier for most Americans.

Energy

Voters supported the implicit Republican promise that gasoline,
and thus their way of life, would continue to be cheap (by world

CANADA VIEW, please turn to page 7

US Occupation of Iraq

Dear Editor:
During the first US presidential debate, Democrat John Kerry said
of Iraq ‘As I understand it, we’re building some 14 military bases
there now, and some people say they’ve got a rather permanent
concept to them. … I will make a flat statement: the United States
of America has no long-term designs on staying in Iraq.’
The first of these statements is true—the military bases
certainly exist. The second is very likely false. The evidence
indicates that the US has intended all along to station a major
contingent of forces in Iraq for a long period of time, hence the
requirement for permanent bases. This is now understood to be a
major factor fueling the Iraqi insurgency.
The first US administrator of Iraq, retired General Jay Garner,
gave away the game earlier this year when he was asked how long
US forces would stay in Iraq. He answered ‘I hope they’re there a
long time.’ Comparing this with the establishment of US naval
bases in the Philippines in the early twentieth century, Garner
added ‘To me that’s what Iraq is for the next few decades. We
ought to have something there ... that gives us great presence in
the Middle East. I think it’s going to be necessary.’ [Emphasis
added.]
Likewise, the second US administrator of Iraq, Paul Bremer,
stated essentially the same thing in a November 2003 interview
with Time magazine: ‘The American government will not leave.
We intend to have an agreement with the new Iraqi government
in which it will ask for our continued assistance in the security of
Iraq. That will establish the terms in which our troops will stay
here.’
Construction of the military bases began immediately after the
fall of Baghdad in April 2003. Billions of dollars have been
invested in these installations. There is enormous pressure to do
everything possible to maintain a permanent US military presence
in the country.
The military bases are an essential component of the US
objective to make Iraq its strategic anchor from which to exert its
hegemony in the Middle East. They are considered particularly
important now that the US has almost completely vacated its
former bases in Saudi Arabia. This was done to reduce tensions in
the desert kingdom, where the US presence was deeply unpopular.
Now, with the on-going debacle in Iraq, the American foreign
policy community is fearful that US power and influence in the
Middle East will collapse if US forces are withdrawn from Iraq.
There is, however, intense popular opposition to these designs
in Iraq, and in the wider Middle East. My guess is that the US will
eventually have no choice but to leave the country. If this occurs,
it will not be voluntary. Rather it appears likely that they will be
forced out. The main question is; when this will happen?
Patrick Cummins, Saturna Island
LETTERS continued in next column
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‘What’s On?’
Now until New Years Eve

Comox Valley 30th Annual Christmas Craft Fair—original
design, handmade works in pottery, jewellery, wood, glass, fabric,
and much more • Comox Valley Art Gallery, 367 Fourth Street,
Courtenay • Gala Opening November 12, 7-9pm, hours in
November: Mon–Sat 10am–5pm, in December: daily
10am–5pm, except Sunday 11am–4pm • Admission free, 20%
discount on purchases at Gala Opening • Info:250-338-6211,
www.mars.ark.com/~cvag • IN COURTENAY, VANCOUVER
ISLAND

Saturday, November 20

North Pender Islands Trust By-election—Voting Day •
Pender Island School Gym & Errington School, Richmond •
8am–8pm • ON PENDER ISLAND & IN RICHMOND

Fri, Sat & Sun, Nov 26, 27 & 28

Solstice Showcase 2004: ‘Life, Laughter & Tears’—three
nights of live theatre featuring scenes and short plays by local and
classical playwrights; comedy, a touch of tragedy and an evening
full of what makes us all human • Community Hall • 7:30pm •
Tickets: Adults $10, 12 & under $5, at That Little Coffee Place,
Talisman Books & Gallery, Casual Pender and at the door • Info:
Mike & Pam Connolly, 250-629-3913 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, November 27

Santa's Christmas Craft Sale—quality hand-crafted gifts with
many new artisans; refreshments available • St. Peter’s Parish
Hall on Canal Road • 10am–3pm • Free Admission • Info: May
Ready, 250-629-3316 • ON PENDER ISLAND

LETTERS from previous page

Join the Slow Islands Movement

Dear Editor:
Many thanks for your excellent newspaper, filled with informed,
intelligent and fair community news coverage from the Gulf
Islands. I especially enjoyed Derek Masselink’s piece ‘Planning
Paradise?’ (August 12) and Doug Hooper’s letter on ‘Growth
Management Pressures on Bowen Island’ (October 7).
The incremental loss of our priceless and finite forestlands,
farmlands, meadowlands, natural shoreline, heritage sites,
potable water supplies, stream corridors, wetlands and
watersheds is unacceptable.
Development approval by the Islands Trust without adequate
ecological information is unacceptable. Revising the land use
decision-making process of the Islands Trust is essential and
urgent. It is our responsibility to leave a living legacy of ‘unpaved
paradise’ for future generations of flora, fauna and humans to
enjoy.
Let the mountains of development applications pile up on the
Islands Trust planners’ desk for a while, and in the meantime,
we can join the ‘Slow Islands Movement.’
Nina Raginsky, Salt Spring Island

Bennett Bay Dock Usage Clarified

Dear Editor:
I would like to attempt to resolve a concern raised by the Islands
Trust memo entitled ‘A Message to Mayne Islanders Concerning
the Mayne Inn’, dated August 12, 2004. My concern related to
the question and answer regarding the use of the dock at the
Mayne Inn. I sent the following email to our Local Trust
Committee on August 17 with a copy to Gerry Hamblin, Planner.
Quoting from the Memo: ‘Q. Can the existing wharf be used
for commercial or industrial moorage? A. No. The existing
wharf was originally provided as accessory to the one
permitted dwelling on the site. Under the current zoning, the
wharf may be used by persons staying at the Mayne Inn with
the permission of the wharf lessee.
While I am sure that some people have asked if there will be
commercial or industrial use of the dock, the concern that I
expressed in my letter of July 22 and what is of general concern
to our community is:
Could the dock be used by the potential 40+ owners of the
proposed strata title development? The answer to that question
was no, that the only use permitted in the W2 zoning was one boat
for the one residence allowed on the property. The question was
asked several times and answered several times —no the owners
of the strata title condos would not have access to the dock.
The above statement from the Islands Trust memo not only
opens the dock up to the 40+ owners but to all the traveling
public who rent the rooms. This is in direct conflict to Gerry’s
assurances at the APC meeting that the dock could not expand
nor could it become a marina. By anyone’s calculation the
potential for 40+ boats to dock in Bennett Bay constitutes a
marina whether they call it one or not. When did the zoning
change to permit such usage?
The Local Trust Committee responded that they did know
the answer to this question and that I should ask it at the Trust
meeting to be held on August 28. I did go to the meeting and I
did request to have the contradiction between what Islanders
had been told verbally at meetings and what was written in the
Islands Trust memo cleared up, I did not get a satisfactory
answer at that time and stayed until the end of the meeting to
formally request a written response clarifying the use and
addressing the reason for the contradiction.
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Saturday, Nov 27

Galiano Concert Society Presents
DUO —Margot Rydall on flute & Ivan
Zilman, on guitar, they have played
together for 8 years; highly acclaimed
artists in North America & Asia, they
perform classical pieces mixed with
classic jazz • South Galiano Community
Hall • 7:30pm • Tickets at the door: $25,
students $12 • Info: 250-539-3345 • ON
GALIANO ISLAND

Fri, Sat & Sun, Dec 10, 11 & 12

Salt Spring Singers Christmas Concert: ‘The Holly and the
Ivy’—joyful Christmas music • Artspring • Fri & Sat: 8pm, Sun:
2pm • Tickets/Info: 250-537-2102 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Fri, Sat & Sun, Dec 10, 11 & 19

Pender Island Choral Society presents ‘Encore’ and
‘Community Christmas’—FRI & SAT: ‘ENCORE!’ a selection
of the best music from past performances, Community Hall,
Tickets: Adult $12, Children 5–12 $6; SUN: ‘Community
Christmas’ traditional Christmas readings & music performed by
the Children’s choir, the Choral Society & other Pender groups,
School Auditorium, Admission by donation • ON PENDER
ISLAND

PROMOTE YOUR EVENT

Only $26.75 With photo, just $32.10

I did not receive a response from the planner after several
emails and a conversation with a trustee and again requested
clarification by email on Tuesday, October 12. At that time, I did
receive a copy of a legal opinion, which confirmed the one
residence, one boat usage of the dock.
Quoted from the Legal Opinion dated October 4, 2004:
‘The W-2 zoning permits private floats, wharves, piers and
walkways accessory to the residential use of an upland lot or
lots, and specifies that no commercial or industrial use may be
conducted on any float, wharf, pier or walkway. In our view,
where an upland lot adjacent to the W-2 zone is zoned C-2, and
used for a ‘tourist accommodation’ use, an existing dock in the
W-2 zone cannot lawfully be used to accommodate the vessels of
either the guests of the tourist accommodation use or the vessels
of owners of strata lots into which the tourist accommodation
building has been subdivided. The single exception is the
accessory use of the dock related to the residential use of the
accessory dwelling unit accommodating the owner, operator or
employee of the tourist accommodation use.’
While the legal opinion did confirm my understanding of the
usage. It still did not address why the Islands Trust had sent out a
contradictory document to the community. I asked again. On
October 3 I received an email Gerry Hamblin: ‘The document that
was released in August was incorrect in regard to the use of the
dock and was only clarified when two different lawyers reviewed
relevant information. The owners of the Mayne Inn have been
informed and our bylaw enforcement officer is in communication
with them. It’s my understanding that the owners of the Mayne
Inn have every intention of complying with the bylaw.’
Jeanine Dodds said at the October 16 meeting that the original
legal opinion on which the memo was based was incorrect
regarding the dock and that the legal opinion circulated to
Islanders at the meeting was a later, revised version with legal risk
factors removed.
I thank Gerry Hamblin and the Trust Committee for making
this information available to the community but I wish it had
been easier to get. The incorrect information was distributed to
the whole Island and it would seem reasonable that a retraction
of this significant error in usage also be made available to the
whole Island.
I look forward to the owners of the Mayne Inn respecting the
approved usage of the dock by the person living in the permitted
residence and trust that they will not continue to allow their
guests access to it.
Judi Wilson, Mayne Island

Murray Coell Ignoring Issue

Dear Editor:
The answer by cabinet minister Murray Coell (Oct 21, 2004) to
the letter by Bruce Jordan (Sept 21, 2004) on the Private
Managed Forest Land Act is a speaking picture of Campbell
Liberal Government.
(1) Coell ignores everything Jordan writes about secrecy,
order-in-council legislation and anti-democratic Liberal actions.
(2) Coell pretends procedure was normal. It wasn’t. (3) Writing
spin-language, Coell admits government of forests is being
passed to corporations. He writes (to hide the fact) of ‘private land
owners’ who will ‘assume greater responsibilities.’
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Canada’s Earth Day awarded

Earth Day Canada (EDC) is this year’s winner of a top
environmental education award in North America. EDC was
recognized for its innovative programs and educational
resources. The Washington-based North American Association
for Environmental Education (NAAEE) presented Earth Day
with the prestigious ‘Outstanding Service to Environmental
Education by an Organization’ award. The NAAEE is the world’s
largest association of environmental educators, with members
in over 55 countries.
Earth Day Canada was selected by the NAAEE judging panel
based on the following criteria: ‘Visible contributions in
environmental education, dedicated service in the field of
environmental education, and excellence in reporting
environmental issues for the purpose of educating the public, in
print or electronic media.’ Tim Grant, Chair of the Awards
Committee, says, ‘Earth Day Canada has distinguished itself
among other environmental education NGOs for its creative and
engaging children’s programs; for its inspiring community
based programs; and for empowering Canadians with simple,
grassroots solutions.’
‘Earth Day Canada is honoured to receive this award,’ said
Jed Goldberg, President of Earth Day Canada. ‘We are very
proud of the work we do, but more importantly, we are excited
about helping Canadians make the lifestyle changes that result
in such significant environmental gain.’ Visit Earthday at
www.earthday.ca. 0
But who will pay for the new system? Now there’s a Private
Managed Forest Council, access about the Council through the
Freedom of Information Act, an annual Council Report, and the
possibility of government demanded independent audits of
Council’s affairs. There will be court cases, as sure as rain in
November.
The ‘land owners’, the minister writes, have to ‘commit’ to
behave beautifully—as David Suzuki might on ‘values.’ That
means there will be on-going infractions, legal cases, public
fights—all of which will cost and cost in money and anger, hatred
and fear. Who will pay? Ordinary taxpayers will pay to have
private corporations, through a dummy Council, make
development policy on the Islands to suit themselves.
Finally, the Act is clearly intended to take power away from
the Islands Trust structure and the residents of the Islands and
give it to big corporations. Should you worry? The Minister of
Sustainable Resource Management and Coell are, says he,
‘closely monitoring the implementation,’ of the new game, and
they will do so with kid gloves until after the up-coming election.
If the Liberals win, then watch the gloves come off….
Robin Matthews, Saturna Island
Dear Editor:
Murray Coell’s defense of the PMFL Act (Island Tides, October
21) is an insult to us all. Behind the slippery rhetoric lies the
truth: the people of BC no longer have a say in management
practices on private forest land. Local governments have been
rendered impotent. Forest land-use decisions will be made by a
gaggle of bureaucrats and friends of the forest industry. You and
I have lost our voice. That’s the truth that Murray’s Coell’s
bureau-babble seeks to hide. That he would feed us such pap
and expect us to swallow it is revealing: we are not stupid. We
know when we’re being duped. And we all have a vote.
Pam Freir, Galiano Island0

maplehomes_IT_colour

8/3/04

2:48 PM

Page 1

Exceptional quality.
Outstanding value.
We offer so much more than a building package.
We deliver your dream at a very affordable price.
We provide:
• ideal designs for rural properties and other scenic lots
• shell packages for primary residences, vacation homes and cottages
• 35 years of industry experience
• financing, builder and warranty programs

ÀÊvÀ>ÌÊ>LÕÌÊ«iÀ>iÌÊÀiÃ`iVi]
VÌâiÃ «]ÊÜÀÊ«iÀÌÃÊÀ
LÕÃiÃÃÊ}À>Ì°°°
6 Ê1]Ê,/" Ê79 ,
£nään£n£ÎÇÎ
ÜÜÜ°ÛVÌÀ>>Ü°V
Prentice

peterc@shorelinedesign.ca

{Ì ÊÀ]ÊÇÇÇÊÀÌÊ-Ì°]
6VÌÀ>]Ê ° °]ÊÊ6n7Ê£
`>Õ>JÛVÌÀ>>Ü°V

Liberty

Start your dream. Contact us today.

1.866.466.3535 • www.maplehomes.com
DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME

Page 6, ISLAND TIDES, Nov 18, 2004

Martinis Shaken Up
Serena van Bakel

To feature martinis at a dinner party, two Nanaimo residents,
Liza Schafhauser and her boyfriend, Guy Taylor, searched for a
collection of recipes. They found only elaborate, coffee-table
books—‘Gorgeous, but impractical,’ is how Schafhauser and
Taylor described them.
‘You’re the graphic designer, you should make one,’ Guy
suggested to Liza. The result was a little Christmas stocking
stuffer,
enthusiastically
received by their family and
friends.
Now the little stocking
stuffer has evolved into The
Martini: a Collection, a selfpublished book containing
700 martini recipes. Printed
on thick glossy paper, the
vivid pictures, colourful
graphics and layout are eyecatching and very appealing.
So appealing that I wish the
images were scratch-andtaste.
The recipes are simple and
easy to read. Divided into 9
sections, based on martini
types, the book is well
organized. There are two
handy indexes. One index
uses the descriptive and
highly varied martini names.
The other index is arranged
by
ingredient,
which
facilitates looking up martini
recipes
containing
the
ingredient of your choice.
If you have been
wondering how to use the
variety of flavoured vodkas
now on the market, this is the
book for you. I counted 21
vodka flavours in the
ingredients index.
THE LINWOOD
‘Liqueurs Defined’ is
ADVANTAGE
another interesting section.
CUSTOM DESIGN
Each liqueur, and some other
HIGH QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS
ingredients, used in the book
FULL WARRANTY PROGRAM
is accompanied by a one or
WORLDWIDE SHIPPING EXPERTISE
two sentence description. For
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT
instance I didn’t know that
1.888.546.9663
Bénédictine is a sweet,
www.linwoodhomes.com
amber-coloured,
herbal
NEW PLAN BOOK NOW AVAILABLE
liqueur created by monks in
– Over 100 full colour designs –
1510 as a treatment for
malaria. I also discovered
that grenadine is made from
LAND ACT:
pomegranates and that there
NOTICE OF INTENTION
is a dry French apéritif called
TO APPLY FOR A
Lillet. I’ll just store that little
DISPOSITION OF
tidbit away for my next
CROWN LAND
Take notice that Georgia
cocktail gathering.
View
Management
of
But what I really wanted
Richmond, BC intends to
to know is not explained in
make application to Land and
The Martini: a Collection—
Water British Columbia Inc.
just what defines a martini.
(LWBC), Vancouver Island
The recipes in the ‘Classic’
Region - Nanaimo Service
section all contain gin or
Centre, Land and Water
vodka and vermouth. But
Management Division Office
when I delved into the ‘Fruit
for a License of Occupation Roadway
situated on
Martinis,’ ‘Trendy Martinis,’
Provincial Crown land at
‘Confections,’ and ‘Mocktinis’
Galiano Island.
sections, I became confused.
The Lands File Number that
If the Single Malt Martini, the
has been established for this
Limon Crantini, or the
application is 1412552. Written
Mystical Martini contain no
comments concerning this
gin, vodka or vermouth are
application should be directed
to the Senior Land Officer at
MARTINI, next column

Live Your Dream

501-345
Wallace
Street,
Nanaimo, BC, V9R 5B6.
Comments will be received by
LWBC until December 19,
2004. LWBC may not be able
to
consider
comments
received after this date. Please
visit
our
website
at
www.lwbc.bc.ca
under
Current Land Applications
for more information.
Be advised that any
responses
to
this
advertisement
will
be
considered part of the public
record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at Land
and Water British Columbia’s
regional office.

BC Rail from page 2

sell their products outside the province. But according to the
Fairness Report, the majority of 2002 BC Rail freight traffic
(60%) remained on the BC Rail network; 37% was forwarded to
other railroads, and only 3% of traffic originated on a different
railroad and terminated on BC Rail.
According to the report, BC Rail forwarded traffic went
mainly to Ontario and California; Quebec and Washington;
Alberta, Oregon, New Mexico, Illinois, and Texas. CRA, after an
extensive analysis of specific destinations, concluded that
despite CN’s domination of connections, BC Rail customers
would still have competitive access to these varied markets.
However, CRA paid no attention to the importance of BC Rail
to the long-term strategy of CN. CN is no longer just a Canadian
railway, but in its expansion into the United States, has clearly
indicated its ambitions to connect all the seaboards of North
America. The BC Rail network clearly points to a future
connection with Alaska, and as such is of far greater strategic
importance to CN than just as a branch railway.

Comparing Railway Purchases

CIBC World Markets, engaged earlier by the provincial
government, had looked at a number of recent railway
purchases and calculated the price that was paid for each of
these properties as a function of various financial measures,
including revenue, earnings, Total Enterprise Value (TEV)
calculated on the basis of market value of all shares, plus debt
and less cash. This analysis was really from the perspective of an
investment bank, and depended to some extent on the state of
the stock markets.
CRA expanded this comparables analysis and also
constructed an econometric model; it also developed a valuation
of future expected cash flows, their present value adjusted for a
range of known risk factors.
Railway purchases considered comparable included Freight
Australia, Estonian Railways, and Mexico’s TFM (all
privatizations), and Utah Railway Company, Emons
Transportation, Illinois Central, and Wisconsin Central. The
latter two were both CN purchases.
According to CRA, the normal purchase price for a railroad
would be in the range of 1.5 to 1.75 times its annual gross
revenues. However, if the targeted railroad had strategic
importance to the buyer, or a particularly good market position,
this multiplier could be increased.
Illinois Central (IC), said CRA, had particular value to CN
because its mainline runs from Chicago to New Orleans and the
United States coast of the Gulf of Mexico. To quote CRA: ‘…
failing to buy could have excluded CN from being a major North
American operator. Ultimately, the strategic nature of the
acquisition allowed CN to claim being one of the first North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) operations and
clearly warranted a premium on the purchase price.’ CN paid
$2.6 billion for IC, a multiplier of 2.7 times its revenues of a little
less than $1 bn/yr. The premium paid for its strategic position
would appear to have been about $1 billion.
The Wisconsin Central (WC) deal represented the purchase,
according to CRA, of a reasonably profitable railway with a good
‘strategic fit’ with the combined CN/IC network, but not one of
great strategic importance by itself. CN paid $1.2 billion for WC
or 2.3 times its revenues of $548 million. This was an apparent
premium of $500 million for its ‘strategic fit’.
Based on this analysis, CRA concluded that CN’s offer for BC
Rail of $750 million, or 2.6 times its present revenues of $293
million, was fair. But neither IC nor WC, both mature railroads,
they not just other mere cocktails in disguise?
The only commonality I found between all the recipes is that
the ingredients are poured into a shaker with cracked ice,
shaken well, and strained into chilled martini glasses. Is that all
that makes a martini, a martini? If so, I am disappointed and
disillusioned. I always envisioned some mystery and precision
surrounding ‘the martini,’ a secretive and much loftier drink
than other cocktails.
The lack of an introduction explaining these vagaries,
however, does not detract from the user-friendliness of this
attractive book. It could help to enliven any Islands’ mid-winter
dinner party or make a wonderfully whimsical Christmas gift.
This book is bound to bring good cheer as it is a story with a
happy ending—Liza and Guy are now married.

‘The Martini: a Collection,’ by Liza Schafhauser, published by Cat
Sass Media Design, Nanaimo, 2003, 217 pages. $19.95. 0
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Tax Credits: No Comment

CRA’s Fairness Report did not comment on the $250 million
CN paid for tax credits from BC Rail’s accumulated operating
losses (NOLs), saying that the actual value of these credits
against Canadian corporate taxes to any given bidder would
depend on the bidder’s Canadian tax position. Similarly, CRA
made no attempt to value the tax benefits which a new owner
might receive from BC Rail’s $1.2 billion in Undepreciated
Capital Costs (UCCs). Clearly, however, these tax benefits
would be of greater value to bidders with significant
Canadian operations (CN, Canadian Pacific) rather than US
bidders (Burlington Northern Santa Fe, Omnitrax).
If CN is unable to use the NOL tax credits due to rulings
by the Canada Revenue Agency, the provincial government
must refund the $250 million.
This agreement appears to have been redacted (blacked
out) from the published contracts, but BC government
budget documents say: ‘BCRC and the Province have
provided commercial indemnities to CN with respect to the
purchase of the subsidiary and partnership, including
indemnities related to tax attributes. BCRC and the Province,
based on independent legal advice, believe there is a very low
risk these indemnities will be called upon.’
would appear to have the potential for geographical expansion
that BC Rail has.
Thus CN’s purchase of BC Rail’s freight operations, and its
perpetual lease on the BC Railway Company’s railbed to Fort
Nelson and Dease Lake, effectively block all other railways’
access to Alaska. This strategic advantage does not appear to
have been valued adequately in CRA’s comparative analysis.
CN could afford it. Its profit for the most recent years has
ranged between $800 million and $1 billion US. 0
GABRIOLA REFERENDUM from page 1
tax benefit by saying yes to development. It is perhaps the only
government structure anywhere that has the singular task of
land-use planning; the only governance structure that heeds
author Jane Jacobs’ advice to separate guardianship from
commerce. It is perfectly suited to the Gulf Islands
environment, and shouldn’t be changed.

Incorporation Links Land-use & Money-making

I think incorporation does open the door to urbanization. Of
course we’d try to elect politicians who reflect our rural values,
however, faced with a huge road repair bill that might make it
unaffordable to live here, anyone elected to municipal council
might be tempted to approve a resort as a way to increase the tax
base. Might municipal councilors be tempted to approve that
resort regardless? It would put more money in our community’s
coffers to do all sorts of good deeds—maybe it could fund scotch
broom removal, or the school lunch program.
No matter how well-intentioned the municipal councilors we
elect, I see incorporation as risky.

Is it Worth the Risk? We Cannot Say Yes

We don’t yet know the financial impact of Bowen’s
incorporation. Consultant Tom Reid says that cannot be known
until Year 9, when roads are a full municipal responsibility and
transition grants have ceased. Bowen Municipality is just 5
years old, we’ll know better in 2008. So far, tax increases on
Bowen have been considerably higher than forecast, and would
have been higher still had new development not increased its
tax-base substantially.
We don’t know what we’re getting into by assuming financial
responsibility for roads—those who’ve worked these roads for
60 years warn the cost will be ‘staggering.’
We haven’t exhausted the existing local government’s
potential to: protect lands and trails, control tree-cutting on
residential lots, register businesses, regulate water sales, receive
grants for new local service and encourage cisterns and
rainwater collection. A municipality could not affect: the
building code; First Nations Treaty negotiations; or clearcutting
on land zoned for forestry by the province (all of our forest land).

We Already Have Local Control

Decisions are now being made on Gabriola, for Gabriola, by
politicians we elect. Although I heard several say we need more
local empowerment, nobody has cited a single ruling to
illustrate this. Contrary to pro-municipal claims, off-island
approval mechanisms are not in fact subverting decisions made
by locally elected officials. Incorporation gives municipal
council the option to go directly to the province for approval if
the Islands Trust won’t approve its bylaws, and I’m afraid that
incorporation’s financial pressures would weaken the Trust’s
preserve & protect mandate.
Broadly, incorporation might be something to consider if we
had an unresponsive regional district, an unresponsive
provincial MLA, and if we were not now being subsidized on our
roads system. But this is not Gabriola’s situation. 0

WELL WATER
IS YOUR

SAFE TO DRINK?

Waterfront, Gibsons Bluff. One of the
top view properties on the sunshine
coast. This 2400 square foot home has
been totally renovated to international
standards. This south west facing
waterfront is sure to impress even the
most discriminating buyer.

A spectacular brand new home in the exclusive Valhalla
Estates on Bowen Island, not a drive by only a 20 minute ferry
ride to West Vancouver. Gorgeous views with artistic stone
and glasswork throughout. Extra large sun drenched patios
for entertaining, outdoor fireplace, wine bar, media room, and
top of the line stainless steel appliances. Includes a new
home warranty and self contained suite. an outdoor pond, a
heated two car garage and workshop. Relax in the steam spa
or the sundecks of this 1/2 acre estate while enjoying views
of the Howe Sound, Vancouver and Mount Baker.

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334
fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1
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Gifts for kayakers

Looking for great gift ideas for the kayakers, or would be
kayakers, in your life? Here are three books to keep everyone
inspired over the winter while planning for great adventures
in 2005!
Sea Kayak Around Vancouver Island by Doug Alderson
covers a full circumnavigation of Vancouver Island. While other
books cover aspects of the Vancouver Island coastline, this is the
first to cover the entire coastline and delve into the unique
geographic and historical character of Vancouver Island.
Sea Kayak the Gulf Islands by Mary Ann Snowden, who
leads paddlers through some of the best kayaking waters on the
BC coast, is a comprehensive guide for experienced and novice
kayakers alike.
Kayak Nootka & Kyuquot Sounds by Heather Harbord
provides the next step for sea kayakers who have enjoyed the
Gulf Islands, the Sunshine Coast, Desolation Sound, and the
Broken Islands. The area’s wetter weather and more rugged
coastline offer greater challenges as well as the rewards of
pristine sandy beaches, remote islands, sea caves, rare sea otters
and historic sites.
All three books are in a small paperback format that makes
them perfect for taking on trips! If you buy them through
www.bcbooks.com, part of your payment will go to Georgia the
Strait Alliance. 0
CANADA VIEW from page 4
standards) and that the government was willing to countenance
environmental mayhem and continuing war in order to ensure
a generous supply. They were unwilling to believe that this could
be unsustainable.

The Future of the Superpower

US voters feel an entitlement to world leadership, to be
guaranteed by the largest and most heavily armed military on
earth. But the limits of that military have now been clearly
demonstrated.
The rights of a superpower are matched by awesome
responsibilities towards the rest of the world, something which
the Bush administration may have difficulty understanding.
And world leadership can only be achieved through the support
of many other nations. The US has disdained their advice, and
lost their support.

Disunity

Bush’s speeches invariably ended with ‘God bless the United
States of America’. Voters may have taken this invocation as a
promise.
If God is attempting to unite the country, He’s got His work
cut out for him. This election revealed massive schisms:
intolerance vs. human rights; ‘faith-based’ politics vs. the secular
state; war vs. negotiation; class warfare vs. social justice; revenge
vs. rehabilitation. Add to these the traditional splits in the US:
rich vs. poor; the coasts vs. middle and southeast US; urban vs.
rural; and last but never least, whites vs. visible minorities.

Western Movie II

The sheriff was re-elected. Why did you vote for him? ‘Because
he reminds me of the father I never had.’
Now he struts alone down the middle of the dusty street, with
a characteristic swagger (‘In Texas, they call it walking.’). He is
seeking the lone gunman who he will dispatch with his first
silver bullet, after a lightning draw. The townspeople cower
behind doors and windows, afraid of what will happen next.
They know he will neither listen to advice nor admit error.
But what if the movie departs from the script? What if there
is more than one gunman: ahead, behind, and behind the livery
stable doors?

The Social Contract

The radical objective of the Bush administration was and
continues to be to change the social contract; to absolve the
government of responsibility for the welfare of Americans, and
make them individually responsible for their health, economic
security, and quality of life. The events of 9/11 focused
Americans on physical security, and focused the President and
his advisors on a way to ensure they had the political control
necessary to achieve their fundamental goals. The politics of fear
have now enabled the introduction of the fundamentalist
republic. With feet of clay.

The Way Ahead for Canada

Contrast the recent Canadian and US elections. In Canada, the
result was a federal government which represents the
fundamental divergences in the country: social, economic,
cultural, and regional. Here in Canada, the ‘values’ issues were
not politically important; multiculturalism, tolerance, and the
Charter of Rights and Freedoms saw to that. As for the social
contract, there is a historical consensus that the nation is
responsible for the well-being of Canadians.
So now the political divergence between the Canadian and
US governments is clear. The US government will pursue the
Republican objectives, despite the opposition of nearly half the
population. The Canadian government must, from political
reality, seek consensus.
The way ahead for Canada is to:
• help the rest of the world to understand the differences
between Canada and the US. This will distance Canada from the
destructive policies of the Bush administration and encourage
international support for Canada’s position;
• make it clear that we have a distinct Canadian foreign
policy: continue to emphasize Canada’s commitments to world
dialogue and multilateralism and define a clear role for our
armed forces that supports this;
• maintain strong economic ties with the US, but reduce our
dependence on US economic health; do not depend on NAFTA,
but expand trade with the rest of the world;
• do not endorse US policies merely to appease the Bush
government, but be prepared to negotiate compromises.
After all, nearly half of Americans would support us. 0
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AUTOMOTIVE
SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

TRANSMISSION SPECIAL!

4Trans inspection
4Cleanpan
4Adjust bands
4Replace pan gasket
4Check modulator
4Adjust throttle linkage
4Fill with new trans. fluid

only

29.95

$

reg. $49.95
Filter extra if
required

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

SIDNEYCARS.COM

Quality Used
Cars & Trucks
Buy/Rent/Lease

Monthly
Rentals
from $525.
Mention this ad
and get an
additional 10% off.
We will pick you up
from Ferries and Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788

FOR RENT

Sidney/Victoria Home Exchange:
Weekends, very comfortable
townhouse, quiet, sleeps 4–6, pets
welcome, near ocean, close to
shops. Chris, 250-655-3326 or
robindunn@shaw.ca

ISLAND EXPLORER

PROPERTY

MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230

Southern Gulf

House & Cottage Rentals
PENDER: Beautifully maintained,
private 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom
home; wood stove; landscaped,
fenced yard–$850. Unfurnished
home on Magic Lake, 3-bedroom,
2-bathroom. Dock; carport; wood
stove; large lot–$900. Furnished,
large 2-bedroom home. Available
Nov 2004 to April 30, 2005–$900
(inclusive). Furnished, cozy 2bedroom; ocean views and close to
beach access.Available October 15
to March 31, 2005–$800. Licensed
Property Management on the Gulf
Islands since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

FOR SALE

Pender Island Urgent Moving Sale:
Good
condition:
3-cushion
chesterfield
and
2-cushion
loveseat set, walnut dining table
and 5 chairs, round coffee table,
upright small GE freezer, gas
mower, antique white 4-piece
bedroom set, etc. Open to offers.
(Free TVs, box spring and mattress)
604-988-8821 or 250-629-8378.

Mobile Home

HEALTH

Aromatherapy
Massage
Brenda Balfour, C.A.M.T.

* Therapy for the Mind,
Body and Soul
* Tranquil Setting
* Personalized Blends
* $5 off with this ad
At the

Serenity Skyloft
629-6739

1600 square feet
2 bdrm. $13,000 obo.

More info:
250-727-2798

WANTED

Looking to buy used chainsaws,
Stihl and Husky brands. Call Larry
at 250-338-9277.

MEETINGS

School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of
School Trustees will be held at the
School Board Office, Salt Spring
Island, on Wednesday, December 1,
commencing at 1pm. Public
Welcome!

NORTH PENDER BY-ELECTION from page 1
Pat Watson asked what was Steeves’ position on downzoning and up-zoning. Steeves said he was opposed to both. He
said that both measures were ‘inherently problematic.’ Johnston
said that he was in favour of private property rights and that he
‘would not lightly go back in time.’ It would take an emergency
to take away private property rights .
Sharon Card asked if the candidates would preserve rural
character. Johnston replied that this was a tough question.
‘Rural character could change but still be rural. … You could take
down trees and grow grapes and it would still be rural.’ But he
felt if Pender was a tourist destination it would not be rural—or
if there was large-scale farming. ‘Rural,’ he said, ‘was not a fixed
concept.’
Steeves responded that ‘rural’ was described in the OCP. It
was he said, ‘support for agricultural and farming endeavours.’
He said it was about ‘going for a country walk, planting a garden,
protected watersheds and encouraging agricultural.’ All of which
he supported.
Sara Steil asked Johnston if he was for amenity zoning ‘yes’
or ‘no?’ Johnston said he was for amenity zoning in appropriate
circumstances provided there was community support. He said
that community opinion would, however, ‘not fetter my
discretion.’ Steeves commented that ‘amenity zoning was a big
deal.’ It was, he said, a good example of something missing from
the OCP—a definition was currently lacking as was a description
of appropriate circumstances for the use of this planning tool.
Terry Chantler asked that in view of the rarity of Pender’s
eco-system and the threat that it is under, was the Island taking
adequate care? (see also letter from Chantler, page 4). Steeves
replied that ‘there are things we could do better’ and ‘that we are
not adequate now’ and that trustees should follow
recommendations currently available. Johnston replied that he
was concerned about excessive tree cutting but that the Trust
had no jurisdiction. There was just voluntary stewardship that
‘worked pretty well with a couple of exceptions.’ He said for
wildfire protection, tree cutting is advised around houses.

HOME, GARDEN & PROPERTY
In the Mi nd’ss E ye
M aintenanc e

Handyman/Renovator

• renos, repairs, maintenance
contracts available, decks built
• 20 yrs exp, references

Serving Victoria to
Nanaimo and Gulf Islands

ALL ISLANDS
SEPTIC LTD.

“Call your septic tank cleaner
from Salt Spring Island”

Rob Roodenburg
Owner/Operator
CALL:

250-538-7867 (PUMP)

www.allislandsseptic.com

1-250-732-4110

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Luttmer
Woodworks

539-5252 or
250-478-6937

Kitchens
Wall units
Closet organizers
250-539-0466
www.luttmerworks.com

Island
Mouldings

• architectural wood
mouldings
• custom-made
hardwood flooring
• custom-milled VG fir

Well Drillers
Tr evo r ’ss
Garden
Ma in t en an c e

pruning • trimming •
planting • bed work
seasonal cleanups
on Pender Island

250 -6 29 -33 80

GETAWAYS

Call:

MAUI
Vacation Condos

ARMOUR

1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

250-655-9184

ROOFING
A Division of
Flynn Canada
• Torch-On
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

MARINE

ISLAND
MARINE

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

Ph: 250-537-9710

1-877-652-0599

www.islandmarine.ca

www.flynn.ca

www.islandtides.com

Member: Better Business
Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

Email: imarinec@saltspring.com

Advertise!

In response to a question about a provision for retirement in
the OCP. Johnston responded that older people needed to
downsize to cottages with easy maintenance. For disabled
facilities ‘people need to go off-Island,’ he said. He said a ‘proper
survey’ was needed. Steeves said there was no question about
need, ‘the OCP speaks to it,’ he said. He also said that a seniors’
needs assessment was needed to determine the range of housing
to meet the needs of our seniors. He said the assessment should
project future needs too.
Tekla Deverell asked the candidates for two examples of
‘preserve and protect.’ Johnston replied that preserving the rural
character has ‘worked very well.’ Steeves replied that creating
Development Permit Areas (DPAs) is a good preserve and
protect tool.
Angela Verriour asked if Steeves would go back and revisit
Bylaw 103. Steeves said he was ‘not interested in going back to
revisit things that didn’t work before.’
Eleanor Brownlee tackled Tony Johnston on his campaign
flyer asking, ‘how misinformation shows respect and heals
divisions?’ Johnston replied that ‘there were times when you
wish you could rewrite.’
In his closing statement Steeves said that Islanders lived on
10 square miles. ‘We didn’t all move here to live in another
Surrey or Ganges,’ he said. He had the energy, time and
commitment to serve the community. ‘Democracy,’ he said,
‘begins in conversation.’
In his closing statement, after ‘a long, warm afternoon,’
Johnston said that he was not a big fan of referenda but he was
not satisfied that the wishes of the community had been
demonstrated. Feedback he said had been based on ‘written
orchestrated campaigns.’ However, he added that one could ‘not
check back with people on every issue that comes across your
plate.’ Johnston felt that so-called ‘runaway development’ on the
Islands was due to cheap mortgages and babyboomers deciding
to build. The impression that there was a development boom
may not be correct. 0

Avian signs of global warming
Simon Fraser University professor Tony
Williams is among a group of scientists gathering
in Wageningen, Holland in November to figure
out what the current ‘canary in the coal mine’
might predict—birds are turning out to be early
indicators in a world undergoing climate change.
‘The public and scientists are very concerned
about changes in birds’ distribution and
abundance in response to rising world
temperatures. Many studies show that a variety
of animals and plants have changed their
breeding or flowering schedules, their
distribution and range, and, in the case of birds,
timing of migration. This highly visible change

could be indicative of detrimental
environmental changes,’ says Williams, a
physiological ecologist and chair of SFU’s
biological sciences department.
‘Environmental changes impact birds’
breeding practices via a cascade of hormonedependent physiological processes,’ explains
Williams. ‘Changes in these processes will show
the extent and rate at which birds might adapt to
changes in their environment.’ Predicting how
climate change will impact birds’ evolutionary
responses could help scientists predict what’s
in store for other animals and humans.0

Accommodation & Attractions
Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
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Images From the Outside Enchant Pender

W

Gillian Allan

ell-known musician Mae Moore
opened Shel Neulfeld’s ‘Images from
the Outside’ slide and music show.
Welcoming new resident Shel to Pender, she
said Pender is lucky to have a veteran of dozens
of cross-Canada tours.
She first heard Shel play in her living room
last week and I guess Mae knows what she’s
talking about; Shel quickly drew his audience
into his wild world full of photography, stories
and original fingerstyle guitar music.
Beginning with his song Toba Happy, Shel
took the audience to the mountains of Toba
Inlet, days into the wilderness. We wandered
across mountain tops, across ice and snow. And
then, we came down into old-growth forests
and a lush, green world. But then we entered a
new world with Conquistador.

performing with nimble fingers and layered
melodies. With Pender Walk the small world
around us was magnified. A drop of water on a
lupin leaf, a centimetre-high mushroom, bees
kissing their hive, spiders weaving. In the
fading in and out of pictures, one could listen
quietly to the music. Joy and humour were
woven in too, as we met sheep and a goat’s
nose. And then there’s the sea and the arbutus.
To many of those in the audience, natural
symbols of home and of the joy nature brings to
our lives, a reminder of our duty to preserve
and protect this place. I remembered, this is
The Place to Be.
And as the images faded away, Mae Moore
and another new Pender musician, Thomas
Numbach, joined Shel on stage for the only
non-instrumental song of the night, Taste Our

We offer

visitors a

49

49

better deal!
Our quality accommodation includes:
indoor pool, sauna,
free parking, in-room coffee,
a convenient location
and a warm welcome.
Stay with us.

39

$

from

The Haven B&B

3110 DOUGLAS ST. VICTORIA, BC V8Z 3K4
across from Mayfair Shopping Centre,

In Peaceful Victoria

Close to beach, hospital
and university. Organic
breakfasts and private
bathrooms. $40-$60

*

1-800-997-6797
www.blueridgeinn.ca

* Single*occupancy.
Subject to availability. Valid to March 31, 2005.
Single occupancy. Subject to availability. Valid to March 31, 2003

250-598-7015

ADVERTISE W I T H U S !
Call 250-629-3660

"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

Wise Island: Sunny building lot, S/SW/W
exposures, access to co-operative water
system, located close to Galiano’s
Montague Harbour. $299,500

Salt Spring Island: Oceanfront, 1 bed, 1
bath, 1+ acres, excellent beach, close to
town, very private retreat. $749,900

Pender Island: Charming oceanview log
cottage, 100 ft. from oceanbank, living with
woodstove, bedroom, laundry or 2nd bed,
large loft, peaceful pond, fruit trees, steps to
beach access with great beach. Relax &
unwind! $249,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanfront with private
crushed shell beach, pristine treed
undeveloped building lot, driveway
roughed in, easy path to beach, located in
Scott Point area, Rare! $795,000

Audience members admire
Shel’s photography
Shel’s fingers moved faster and faster, he
slapped and knocked with skill on his guitar.
Images of clearcuts, stained glass with images
of explorers, riot police from the Summit of the
Americas, farmed salmon, cityscapes,
automobile advertising, our world Going in
Circles. But then we were Running through the
Forest Naked and there were children playing
in the leaves, majestic old-growth trees, lush
close-ups of the forest floor and beauty all
around.
After intermission, Shel brought the
audience closer to home, all the while

Prayer. It was truly a special part of the
concert—to have three local musicians singing
together in the Community Hall, bringing us all
together. It is these times, when the politics of
Island life seems heavy, I felt hope and peace.
Shel played us one more song, Peace
Grease, and an encore, and then the audience
spilled out into the cool autumn night, images
of beauty playing across minds.

Shel has two recordings, Wooden Reflections
and Call of the Wild. His images are available
WildArt Photography. For more information,
visit www.shelneufeld.com.0

Gary
Steeves
Our Best Choice
for Trustee
There is no doubt where I stand. My approach to local government is
open and inclusive and my intentions are clear. I know that I will be
able to make a difference. I know that I will do the best job of fostering
constructive community debate and building community consensus. I
know that we can protect our rural way of life and the irreplaceable
environment we all value.

I ask for your SUPPORT
and
I welcome your QUESTIONS
Contact me at 629-3595 or for more information
Visit my website at www.garysteeves.com

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, a blend of
casual & formal, 3 bed, 2.5 bath, nearby
beach access, close to town. Very pretty!
$499,500

Li Read
Re/Max Realty of Salt Spring

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview character
cottage with a lovely English Country
Garden, S/SW/W exposures, close to
beach access, comm. water. Enjoy! $693,500

Toll-free: 1-800-731-7131
Fax: 250-537-4287
Email: islands@liread.com
Website: www.liread.com

"See Li for Successful Solutions!"

Vote

Saturday, November 20th
8:00 am – 8:00 pm
Pender Island Elementary/Secondary School
For a ride to the polls on Election Day, phone 629-3274
For information concerning eligibility to vote please see
the November issue of the Pender Post
or November 4-17 issue of the Island Tides
or phone 629-3274

