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have a future
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Late fall colours glow at the head of Fulford Harbour, Salt Spring Island.
Commentary by Patrick Brown

Premier takes direct control of energy policy

Not agreeing with watchdog British Columbia
Utilities Commission’s projections for future
power requirements for BC, Cabinet has taken
back the reins for planning power
requirements for the province. On November
2, speaking at the annual conference of the
Independent Power Producers Association of
BC, Premier Campbell announced the
formation of four task forces to work on policy
for ‘Green Power’ in BC. The announcement
followed an October provincial budget ‘specific
direction’ to BCUC to go back to the drawing
board and exclude Burrard Generating Station
(a natural gas-fired plant) from future
projections.
The October directive was significant
because the government’s plans to assist the
development of a run-of-river power industry
as an export resource had been derailed in late
July by BCUC’s decision to include Burrard
Generating Station in its projection of the
province’s generation capacity. Located in
Vancouver on the Burrard Inlet, including the
generating station’s top-up capacity meant that
electricity self-sufficiency would be met

without the need to contracting for any further
power generation from independent power
producers (IPPs).

BC Hydro’s Traditional
Mandate
Ever since the days of Premier WAC Bennett,
the objective of the province’s power utility, BC
Hydro, has been to ensure that power is
available to meet the needs of the province at
minimum cost. When independent regulator
BCUC was formed, it also assumed the same
public interest sufficiency and affordability
objectives. BCUC’s July decision on the power
program submitted to it by BC Hydro was
based on these traditional values.
Up to now, BC Hydro has met its selfsufficiency and cheap power objectives
through an ingenious combination of seasonal
and daily power purchases and sales, use of
existing storage dams to ‘buffer’ less reliable
power sources, and a ramped-up ‘PowerSmart’
program which projects considerable potential
for conservation.
ENERGY PLAN, please turn to page 7

Sailing the Salish Sea
Both the British Columbia Geographic Names Office
and the Washington State Board of Geographic
Names have approved the use of the name ‘Salish
Sea’ to describe the waters roughly east of a line
between Cape Flattery on the Olympic Peninsula and
Port Renfrew on Vancouver Island, and as far north
as Cape Mudge.
The name would not replace existing names such
as Puget Sound, Strait of Georgia, Strait of Juan de
Fuca, Haro Strait, Rosario Strait, etc, but would be
used to generally describe the inland tidal waters,
much as the ‘Great Lakes’ describes Lakes Ontario,
Superior, Michigan, Erie, and Huron. The name was
originally proposed to the Geographical Names
Boards by retired Bellingham professor of marine
biology Bert Webber.
Since it describes both US and Canadian waters,
the approval by the national Geographical Names
authorities of both countries depended on agreement
between both BC and the State of Washington; the
cross-border harmonization has been accomplished.
The name, which is in quite common use on both
sides of the border, can now be used on local maps,
and with approval by the national bodies, can be used
on all maps.
The Salish Sea is, of course, named after the Coast
Salish tribes and first nations who live around these
waters and who have traveled them for centuries. 0

On November 5, wild salmon champion
Alexandra Morton congratulated Prime
Minister Harper for ordering a judicial
inquiry into Department of Fisheries and
Oceans (DFO) management of Fraser
River sockeye. ‘Prime Minister Harper’s
action is a significant step that could
ensure wild salmon have a future,’ said
Echo Bay biologist Morton, ‘there is
clearly something very wrong with DFO
and it would appear Mr Harper
understands the gravity of the situation.
The judical inquiry ‘makes me cautiously
optimistic and hopeful that we are poised
at the beginning of a new era of fisheries
management, benefiting all Canadians,’
she added.
The 2009 Fraser River sockeye
collapse pattern is remarkably specific
with some stocks returning at 4 times the
DFO forecast and others failing by over
90%.
‘When an animal demonstrates a
pattern this bold (the fish migrating
north disappeared, while the fish moving
south flourished), it is possible to
decipher the cause. However, DFO has
thwarted progress with a torrent of
highly contradictory and confusing
misinformation,’ said Morton.
‘Prime Minister Harper has done
exactly what Canada needs if we want the
security and benefits of wild fish stocks,’
Morton continued. ‘Our sockeye are at
the moment of no return. If there had
been a judicial inquiry into DFO’s
management of our North Atlantic cod
stocks, certain DFO scientists would have
been allowed to speak earlier and we
would still have those fish stocks.’
‘The purpose of a judicial inquiry is to
reveal the facts and then make
recommendations to government. It is
run by a judge and testimony is given
SALMON, please turn to page 2

An ambitious GHG target for Canada is
GHG reduction study gets a reaction
affordable ~ Patrick Brown & Christa Grace-Warrick
*A recently released report, ‘Climate
Leadership, Economic Prosperity,’ has given a
clearer picture of the economic effects on
Canada of GHG reduction programs: both
those set by the federal government and those
recommended by environmental nongovernment organizations (ENGOs). Although
the comprehensive study has elicited extreme
reaction (see related story, this page) such as
claims of threats to national unity, it
demonstrates that Canada could set more
ambitious targets and still do well.
The Pembina Institute and David Suzuki
Foundation think tanks’ ‘Climate Leadership,
Economic Prosperity’ is the first Canadian
study of its kind to show regional impacts on
employment and gross domestic product, and
the first to comprehensively examine how
Canada can meet a greenhouse gas (GHG)
reduction target for 2020 that goes beyond the
federal government’s current target.

The report is supported by a modelling
study conducted by MK Jaccard and
Associates (MKJA) which measures impacts.
The MKJA study was funded by TD Bank, at
the request of Pembina Institute, in order to
attach figures to its study (an earlier 2008
Pembina study was also funded by TD Bank).
The modelling compares a ‘business-asusual’ (BAU) scenario in which no action is
taken to reduce emissions, with one based on
the current federal government target, and one
based on a target set by environmental nongovernment organizations (ENGOs).

Why Targets Should Be
Examined
There is significant doubt, even if the more
ambitious ENGO target examined was
implemented by major industrial nations, that
it would be sufficient to limit the rise in world
GHG TARGETS, please turn to page 2

is available at these

Representatives of both political and economic
vested interests reacted to a Pembina
Institute/David Suzuki Foundation report on
the feasibility of higher greenhouse gas
reduction targets with a combination of claims
for compensation and threats of national
destruction.
Federal Environment Minister Jim
Prentice (Calgary Centre-North MP) called the
optimistic conclusions of the TD-Bank funded
report ‘irresponsible’ (for details of the study
see article, this page).
He said that programs and costs would be
quite different once Canada’s approach is
harmonized with the United States. At an
Edmonton Chamber of Commerce meeting on
November 13 Minister Prentice added: ‘If the
US does not make a substantial effort going
forward, there is nothing Canada can do. Our
own mitigation efforts will be futile.’
Clare Demerse, Associate Director of the

SERI O US CO F F EE

Pembina Institute’s climate change program,
responded swiftly:
‘Environment Minister Jim Prentice
should review our recent economic
modelling study before dismissing
science-based greenhouse gas targets for
Canada.
Far from ‘killing the economy,’ our
analysis shows that Canada could meet an
ambitious target to cut its emissions in
2020 while growing our economy by over
20% and creating nearly two million net
new jobs. Alberta would continue to lead
the country in GDP growth, with a 38%
increase by 2020.
Our study found that Canada’s
economy would grow nearly as quickly
while meeting a science-based target as it
would while meeting the government’s
much weaker target.
REDUCTION REACTION, please turn to page 6

locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

good reading, great coffee — it’s time to get SERIOUS!

Campbell River—Island Highway @ Village Willow Point
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Gulf Islands National Park—the need to complete the job

IS YOUR
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without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1
What is a
property worth
without water?

• WATER WELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING
TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

• DRILLING FOR GEOSOURCE
Drilling the Islands since 1965

1-800-746-7444
www.drillwell.com

SSI: 250-537-8456
drill@drillwell.com
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Commentary by Elizabeth May
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Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

17
TU

0639
1152
1624
2346

15.4
11.5
13.8
2.0

4.7
3.5
4.2
0.6

25
WE

0417
1151
1918

7.2
14.4
7.9

2.2
4.4
2.4

18
WE

0721
1240
1657

15.4
11.5
13.5

4.7
3.5
4.1

26
TH

0040
0517
1222
1951

10.2
8.5
14.4
6.6

3.1
2.6
4.4
2.0

19
TH

0023
0802
1330
1730

2.3
15.4
11.5
13.1

0.7
4.7
3.5
4.0

27
FR

0213
0629
1253
2022

10.8
9.5
14.1
5.6

3.3
2.9
4.3
1.7

20
FR

0059
0843
1427
1803

2.6
15.4
11.5
12.5

0.8
4.7
3.5
3.8

28
SA

0319
0743
1323
2054

12.1
10.5
14.1
4.3

3.7
3.2
4.3
1.3

21
SA

0135
0924
1533
1840

3.3
15.4
11.2
11.8

1.0
4.7
3.4
3.6

29
SU

0412
0847
1355
2129

13.1
11.2
14.1
3.0

4.0
3.4
4.3
0.9

22
SU

0211
1004
1646
1929

3.9
15.1
10.8
11.2

1.2
4.6
3.3
3.4

30
MO

0459
0942
1430
2206

14.1
11.5
14.4
2.0

4.3
3.5
4.4
0.6

23
MO

0248
1042
1752
2044

4.9
15.1
9.8
10.2

1.5
4.6
3.0
3.1

1
TU

0543
1032
1507
2246

15.1
11.8
14.4
1.0

4.6
3.6
4.4
0.3

24
TU

0329
1117
1841
2234

6.2
14.8
8.9
9.8

1.9
4.5
2.7
3.0

2
WE

0626
1121
1549
2328

15.7
12.1
14.8
0.7

4.8
3.7
4.5
0.2

O

ne of the wonderful things about moving to this area is
that I can live in and around a national park for which
I have been an advocate for so long. Years ago, I was
fortunate to play a key role in government in the establishment
of Gwaii Haanas National Park Reserve in Haida Gwaii, as well
as working on completion of Pacific Rim National Park.
As Executive Director of Sierra Club of Canada, I continued
to be engaged in many British Columbia conservation
campaigns, from Clayoquot Sound to Great Bear Rainforest.
Our yearly progress reports, the ‘Rio Report Card,’ allowed me
to track and write about the struggle to meet Canada’s
international commitments to protect threatened ecosystems.
For at least the last dozen years or so, the work to create the
Gulf Islands National Park Reserve has been so very
encouraging. Creating a national park in the southern regions of
Canada is the most uphill of struggles. Lands are already
committed and tied up in different private ownership. Resource
allocations have been made. Yet, the threats to habitat are most
severe. Creating a national park in the Gulf Islands has
presented more than its fair share of challenges.
Our area is within the Garry oak ecosystem, with more
endangered species than nearly anywhere else in Canada. In the
area, less than 5% of the habitat remains in anything like a
natural state. The Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team has
been established out of a community-based concern for the
recovery of these ecosystems and is able to work within Species
at Risk Act provisions to develop policies and programmes to
keep the over one hundred endangered species on our area
from becoming extinct.
The Garry oak ecosystem is about far more than the Garry
oak. Species associated with this ecosystem include everything
from the Marbled Murrelet to the Golden Paintbrush to Orca
whales. And all of those species face threats to their survival.
One key component of keeping these species from slipping over
the brink to extinction is the existence of the Gulf Islands
National Park Reserve.
Despite the fact that we see Parks Canada facilities scattered
through the Islands and see the park described and mapped
while we travel on the ferries, the park is still not formally
established under the Canada National Parks Act. Although it
was announced as established in 2003, a number of legal steps
are still incomplete. The key factor has been to remove all
encumbrances on a large number of separate properties. Much
great work has been done. Through a non-coercive process, key
lands have been drawn into the park. Much of this is due to the
cooperation of the provincial government. The federal
government has been able to buy lands to expand the reach of
national park status and protection. All told, the park protects
about 35 square kilometres of precious habitat.
Meanwhile, some critical issues need to be resolved with
First Nations. The designation ‘reserve’ connotes that the
establishment of the park does not extinguish aboriginal title.
Nevertheless, the proper recognition of First Nations’
traditional use and occupation requires a very high order of

GHG TARGETS from page 1
average temperature to 2ºC or to reduce atmospheric
concentration of CO2 to the 350ppm called for on the October
24 International Day of Climate Action.
What ‘Climate Leadership, Economic Prosperity’ does
confirm is that the government target is almost certainly grossly
inadequate and unnecessarily cautious.
Worryingly, there is also thought worldwide that even
restricting the maximum rise to 2ºC would not be sufficient to
forestall runaway heating ‘tipping points’ in the climate change
process.
So, could Canada’s economy cope with even more ambitious
and truly effective reduction targets?

How Great Would The Impact Be?

Ht./m.

Day

Time

17
TU

0642
1123
1517
2259

11.5
9.5
10.5
1.0

3.5
2.9
3.2
0.3

25
WE

0331
1132
1909

5.2
10.8
5.9

1.6
3.3
1.8

18
WE

0726
1224
1548
2336

11.5
9.5
10.2
1.3

3.5
2.9
3.1
0.4

26
TH

0001
0424
1157
1930

6.9
6.2
10.8
4.9

2.1
1.9
3.3
1.5

19
TH

0809
1329
1618

11.5
9.5
9.8

3.5
2.9
3.0

27
FR

0204
0532
1220
1953

7.5
7.2
10.5
3.9

2.3
2.2
3.2
1.2

20
FR

0014
0851
1441
1645

1.6
11.5
9.2
9.5

0.5
3.5
2.8
2.9

28
SA

0325
0643
1242
2019

8.5
8.2
10.5
3.0

2.6
2.5
3.2
0.9

21
SA

0052
0930

2.0
11.5

0.6
3.5

29
SU

0420
0749
1304
2048

9.5
8.9
10.5
2.0

2.9
2.7
3.2
0.6

22
SU

0129
1006

2.6
11.5

0.8
3.5

30
MO

0507
0848
1328
2122

10.5
9.5
10.8
1.0

3.2
2.9
3.3
0.3

23
MO

0208
1037

3.3
11.2

1.0
3.4

1

0550
0944
1358
2159

11.2
9.8
10.8
0.3

3.4
3.0
3.3
0.1

24
TU

0247
1106
1851
2119

4.3
11.2
6.9
6.9

1.3
3.4
2.1
2.1

2
WE

0633
1039
1436
2239

11.5
10.2
11.2
0.0

3.5
3.1
3.4
0.0
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P O E T S C OV E

AT FULFORD HARBOUR

The current federal government target would see emissions in
2020 reduced to 20% less than 2006 levels (3% less than 199o).
The second more ambitious target, suggested by environmental
ENGOs, which would see GHGs reduced to 25% less than 1990
levels.
The baseline ‘business-as-usual’ projected GDP growth from
2010–2020 is 2.42% per year. (Given recent severe and
unpredicted fluctuations in economic growth, this is by no
means a reliable figure, but it serves for comparison.)
To put into perspective costs to the entire Canadian

November Islander...
...Spa Special
$65.00
Hot! Hot! Hot!
Half Hour
Hot Stone Massage,
Hot Steam,
Hot Tub, and
Hot Tea.
Book your
appointment
250-629-2113

meaningful consultation—especially in this case where nineteen
First Nations exert some level of claim.

Marine Component

The largest job requiring some new energy and concerted
political will is to link all the land-based parts of the park within
a marine park. That process has been moving along (or not
moving at all) on a parallel track. The creation of a complete
network in all 29 marine regions of Canada takes place through
the National Marine Conservation Area (NMCA) process. It is,
in every region of Canada, woefully behind schedule.
The proposal for the Gulf Islands area is called the Southern
Strait of Georgia NMCA and it is currently stuck in what may be
the world’s longest feasibility study. The memorandum of
understanding between the British Columbia government and
the federal government in 2003 launched this process. If you
check the website for Parks Canada, you will see the feasibility
study is described as underway and likely to take several years.
The end point is still identified as ‘sometime in late 2008.’
The beauty of a marine park component linking the
scattered bits of protection on Saturna, Mayne, Pender and
smaller unpopulated islands is that it would protect key habitat.
The levels of protection by law are not particularly onerous. All
that is legally forbidden would be off-shore mineral exploration
and development. In other words, it does not interrupt the
ferries, commercial vessels, nor does it automatically create ‘no
take’ fishery zones.
What it would do would be to shift consciousness about the
richness of our marine biodiversity. That shift in awareness is
being advanced by the newly opened Shaw Ocean Discovery
Centre in Sidney. It offers a brilliant array of exhibits to inform
and inspire. (If you have not yet visited, make a point of doing
so next time you are in the area. About ten minutes from Swartz
Bay, next door to the Pier Hotel in Sidney, it is a must, especially
if you can bring along children or grandchildren.) Awareness is
also being advanced by the move to rename our offshore areas
the ‘Salish Sea,’ providing a unity to our mental map and
imagining of our home territory. Let’s move to have our marine
park created soon. Why not re-name it the Salish Sea NMCA?
It is time for residents of the Saanich Gulf Islands to start
asking some pointed questions. When will we see real progress
on the marine component of the Gulf Islands national park
reserve? What can we do to help?
Elizabeth E. May is leader of the Green Party of Canada,
candidate in Saanich–Gulf Islands and Officer of the Order of
Canada.
SALMON from page 1
under oath. The inquiry will examine what we know about the
Fraser sockeye from the spawning grounds to the open ocean.
Wild salmon are not just pretty fish, they are food, a climate
stabilization mechanism, an economic powerhouse, and a
national treasure. They belong to us. I am hopeful for the first
time in a long time,’ she concluded. 0

economy, government projections foresee that Canada’s GDP in
2020 would have grown 27% from 2010 under BAU.
The study concludes that if the government’s GHG emission
target is to be met, the GDP growth over this ten year period
would go down to 25.5%; if the ENGO targets are to be met,
growth would be reduced to 23.8%.

The ENGO Reduction Is Doable
Such reductions in GDP are comparable in magnitude to the
errors and uncertainties introduced by other events that can
impact GDP figures, such as financial bubbles and crashes and
changes in trade relations with the US. At least, reductions due
to GHG reductions are planned and known reductions to GDP.

The Big Picture
In the context of Canada’s overall economic growth, ‘Climate
Leadership, Economic Prosperity’ figures suggest that
ambitious emissions reductions would be economically
manageable. This is consistent with the findings of the ‘Stern
Review on the Economics of Climate Change’ which found that
the economic cost of worldwide reductions in GHG emissions
necessary to arrest, or at least slow, climate change was
considerably less than the cost to the world economy of
unchecked climate change effects.

Who’s Affected?
The trouble is that economic impacts are not evenly distributed
across the nation.
The oil, gas, and coal industries, and especially Alberta’s tar
sands extraction, have long been identified as the premier
sources of GHGs in Canada, so it is not surprising that both
studies found that those industries and their provinces would
suffer the greatest economic impact.
The cost of GHG reduction would somewhat damp the
economic boom that has characterized Alberta’s growth over
the past few years. The boom would continue, but at a
somewhat lower rate (possibly alleviating the economic and
GHG TARGETS, please turn to page 5

KITCHEN & BATH CENTRE
Bfine custom cabinets from MERIT

Carl Borgstom
Kitchen Designer
w w w. p o e t s c o v e . c o m

250.629.2100
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Bkitchens Bbathrooms Boffices
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Bserving Salt Spring & the Southern

Gulf Islands

Mouat’s Trading Co. - Downtown Ganges,
Salt Spring Island
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The Wet Season On A Dry Island ~ Margaret Griffith
In mid-October it rained on Galiano Island after a season of
drought. It was not the few drops the summer rainclouds sent
our way as they blow from Vancouver Island to the mainland,
but a downpour that ran along cracks and crevices and down
the smallest wormholes, through thin soil to rock. In human
terms, slow seepage would fill the wells below, some of which
are dry. This year, some ponds too were empty for the first time
in memory.
It has rained again and the forecast is for more. We are into
the winter weather pattern. We are also face-to-face with
climate change; so we can no longer rely on history to guide us.
The Precautionary Principle will become more important.
Galiano is dependent on groundwater. But the water table is
falling, according to a Ministry of Environment observation
well. We may have to go down further to find water. We are told
by weather experts to expect longer drier summers and wetter
winters, but rain-guage measurements on Galiano show that
last winter was for us the driest on record.
Galiano, less than twenty miles long and three miles at its
widest, is a dry spine of rock that rears in some beauty above the
sea from an underground mountain range in the Strait of
Georgia. The Island’s underground streams rise in the high
hills, known as the elevated catchments. If the soil in these high
hills is kept filtrate to absorb rain instead of letting it run off,
aquifers will gather water from these recharge areas to serve the
Island’s domestic and commercial needs.
Since MacMillan Bloedel discarded its Tree Farm holdings
onto the real estate market, Galiano still has Forest zoned land
winding around the established residential zone, the two in
interdependence. The forest now mostly belongs to registered
companies and is permitted a dwelling to each 20 hectares.
Rezoning guides development and its infrastructure away from
sensitive and watershed areas. The elevated watercatchments
have been protected for 35 years and are currently further
protected by development permit requirements.
In 1974, when an all-party standing committee recommended
to the BC Legislature that the islands in the Gulf of Georgia and
Howe Sound should be placed in a trust they referred to them as,
‘these fragile coastal units that are more affected by development
than other areas of the Province.’ They are still fragile.

However, the 2004 Private Managed Forest Land Act and
its Regulations requires that all bylaws on adoption shall be
consistent with the PMFL Act and its Regulations where they
impact on forest activity on land in managed forest assessment.
To be considered for managed forest assessment with its tax
advantage you need 25 hectares of contingent or single lots,
subdivisions acceptable, some trees and a management plan
which the public cannot not see. Then you can over-ride the
local land use bylaws.
Permitted under the PMFL Act is a dwelling per lot plus an
uncapped number of dwellings for staff, without restraint on
where they are situated. Development permits and zoning are
over-ridden. A previous Minister has written ‘The Private
Managed Forest Land Act excludes the intrusion of local
government’. The Islands Trust is excluded.
Currently, Galiano is reviewing its Official Community Plan
which must be consistent with the PMFL Act wherever land is
in managed forest assessment. This will open up our high
watersheds to the heavy machinery and soil compaction of
house building, road-laying, blasting, clearcutting, and the
pollution of toxic spraying. The forest, where it is under
managed forest assessment, will be administered by the PMFL
Council, an appointed body of BC forest owners and
bureaucrats.
Water belongs to the Crown and the Lieutenant Governor in
Council. The BC Cabinet, assumes ownership on behalf of the
Crown. BC is the only Province in the nation without a system
for regulating groundwater. On the subject of groundwater
protection, Cabinet as its steward seems unable to agree.
The Ministry of the Environment has a plan called Living
Water Smart which is to keep our water healthy and secure for
the future. The future will bring 1.4 million new people into the
world in the next twenty-five years, all wanting to share the
water resource. The key, we are told, is to protect the wetlands.
Yet the Minister of Agriculture and Lands may, through the
PMFL Act, over-ride development permits that protect
wetlands and water recharge areas leaving them without
protection.
The Minister of Healthy Living and Sport will permit local
WET SEASON, please turn to page 6
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tel. 250-246-2155
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Our Islands. Our World.
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Gulf Islands’ households

Editorial: The Public’s Right to Know & Be Consulted
Dismantling BC’s common wealth—BC Hydro, BC Ferries—
should surely not be done behind closed doors. These
institutions are covered by laws. Full public consultation or, at
the very least full parliamentary debate in the Legislature
should be necessary. Anything less looks like contempt for BC’s
citizens. Worming one’s way round BC’s statutes to distort longheld purposes of institutions is a poor business. Premier
Campbell can do better.
The Premier is now horning in on the work of an
independent watchdog body, the British Columbia Utilities
Commission. Why, you say.
There’s a very good reason; he wants to warp BC Hydro’s 40year mandate—to provide cheap power to the province’s
residents—in order to kick-start a private power industry. BC
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Dear Editor:
Over the past few years some of Pender Island’s power
Squadron members have volunteered boat transportation
for sick, injured or orphaned wildlife to the Island Wildlife
Natural Care Centre on Saltspring Island. This centre is the
only well-equipped facility nearby that can assist wildlife 24
hours a day, every day, all year round.
Used to doing my bit loading sometimes almost lifeless
animals into the back of our boat for the rush trip to Ganges,
it was a pleasure in late September to give a boat-ride to two
vibrantly healthy young female seals and two sibling
seagulls to the Secretary Islands (near the north tip of Salt
Spring) for release back into their natural environment. All
had been rescued earlier this year and reared through the
summer at the centre.
A cross-species ‘something’—indefinable but wonderful—
happened to me, looking into these seals’ big brown eyes
before the goodbyes were said.
It was also uplifting to meet some of the young staff
interning at the Centre, who work long days without pay
simply to add this work to their already impressive resumés.
The group of dedicated young women we met included one
from France, one from Italy, and another two Americans
from Chicago and Monterrey.
To receive the news a few days later that previously
reliable provincial gaming funding to the centre had been
denied was a shock. It represents a loss of some $60,000 the
Centre had been banking on.
Can people step forward with generosity? Your tax
deductible donation will not be supporting perks, or even
salaries, because there really aren’t any—just the bare bones
operation of the centre. You’ll get a good idea of what the
centre is all about by looking at their website at
www.sealrescue.org.
Some of us may think it is easier and better just to allow
‘nature to take its course.’ Jeff Lederman, the centre’s
founder, reminds us that 90% of the animals treated by
rehabilitation centres, ‘have had some kind of traumatic
interaction with humans’. Wild animals are hit by cars,
collide with windows, are tangled in fencing, mauled by cats
and dogs, poisoned, shot, trapped, electrocuted.
‘We are sometimes told that many of the species we treat
are not threatened populations. While this may be true, the
work we do means everything to a fawn who has just been
made an orphan by an automobile, to a harbour seal pup
dying slowly on a beach because its mother drowned in a
fishing net, or to a bald eagle, flightless and dying from lead
poisoning. We see animals as independent lives, not as
populations. If today we can prevent the needless suffering
of a single animal, then we have done important work.’
Call Island Wildlife Natural Care Centre, 250-537-0777
for information on making a contribution by cheque or
credit card.
John Cowan, Pender Island

GHG Targets Now
Dear Editor:
Over and over again the international and country leaders
around the world make noncommittal statements that claim
they will reduce GHGs to some wonderful level by some date
10 or 20 years in the future. The problem is that none of
them say what their governments are going to do now. The
time frame is always so far into the future that they will be
long gone from office by the time they have said they will do
something. Any promise to reduce GHGs without a timeline
showing measures achieved to fulfill their promise is
nothing more than glorified bull.
It must be a priority for countries to focus on green
projects and target both costs and implementation. The
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Hydro has knuckled under but BCUC is not cooperating.
Maybe a private power export industry is a good thing;
maybe it’s not but, if public institutions are being used and the
public is footing some of the bill, the premier should be the first
to tell us and invite discussion.
Profits from this new industry would go out of the country,
rather like building our new ferries in Germany. Why, you say.
Why can’t this ‘green’ power be developed by BC Hydro? BC
Hydro has an excellent track record. It’s going to provide the
transmission infrastructure at public cost anyway.
Why order this new power to be developed by IPPs? Why
weaken our public utility and its public watchdog body? Why
proceed with mystifying haste on a dubious ‘green’ platform?
Good questions going unanswered. 0

*Based on a home package of
$100,000. Call for details.

effects and costs are felt locally and globally. Financial
supports and technical expertise can come as needed.
In other words, solutions to local problems can begin
now with the support of the global community. Keeping in
mind overall objectives may require speeding up the
changing of restrictive laws. We need to create a new legal
constituency to honor, respect and sustain the cycles,
seasons and interdependency of all living ecosystems.
We are all seeking solutions. The combined strength of
our resources, and intentions to work together mentally,
physically, spiritually and socially can initiate the green
future we all want.
The important thing is that governments move to allow
business to create solutions now. It’s no use saying we are
going to have 20% of our energy generated by wind in 10
years and then do nothing about changing legislation and
zoning to allow individuals and businesses to install wind
systems. If utilities are not forced to accept clean energy
solutions as part of the grid and pay an amount that makes
these solutions realizable, then all the talk about future
actions is no more that dust in the wind. Governments must
lead with actions to create the groundwork for the future,
now.
Sue Hiscocks, Victoria

Not Rural Over City
Dear Editor:
Re: David Steen’s ‘Gulf Islands Alliance gathers on 350-Day’ in
November 5, 2009 Island Tides. I followed up on speaker Guy
Dauncey by going to his website to see if he really thinks small
communites have a ‘higher level of community trust and greater
willingness to embark on a new great adventure’ which is
implied in the paragraph describing Mr Dauncey’s work.
Perhaps this is David Steen’s interpretation of Mr Dauncey’s
work for I couldn’t find anything specifically on his website that
said larger communities are not as proactive as smaller?
Regardless of whose ‘vision’ this is, I take exception, not to
the ideas of organizing to do something about global warming,
but rather to the idea that small communities are ‘where people
have a higher level of community trust and a greater willingness
to embark on a new great adventure.’ I ask, a higher level of
community compared to what? Larger communities? Would
that be, oh horrors, ‘The City’? I lived in the city for 37 of my 62
years on this planet, the most recent 25 years of urban living
being in the very strong community known as East Vancouver,
where my great grandparents settled in 1910 and built their
home near Pandora and Nanaimo streets.
I worked for many years as a records clerk at Britannia
Secondary School near Commercial Drive and East Hastings
Street. Britannia is the oldest secondary school in BC, founded
in 1908. A short time spent looking through the archival
records of the school will show you that there are well into five
or more generations of families who have attended the school,
the children have met and married, and sent their children
through the same community school. When I worked there the
principal of Britannia was John Minichiello whose great
grandfather attended the school (I could have shown you his
hand-written-with-quill-pen-and-ink school record in the
vault); going there from the home to which the family had
immigrated in nearby Strathcona.
This is not a small community, it is a big community, but my
experience living there was that I found the commmunity to be
strong, partisan, and innovative, one where many people put
their shoulders to the proverbial wheel over the decades of
living there to build, create change, adopt new ideas and yes,
help each other out when the chips are down. I now have lived
in a small rural community for the past seven years, and have
not found it to be particularly of a higher level of community
trust nor to be particularly more innovative than the very real,
large community in which I lived and worked and raised my
family for more than half my life. In fact, in certain, though not
all, ways, I feel very much more isolated in a small community
than I did living in the urban community found in the area from
Strathcona to Renfrew Street, known in the vernacular as East
Vancouver.
In fact, looking at a community like that surrounding
LETTERS, please turn to page 6
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‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT • $31.50 • With image $36.75 (max 45 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42 • With image $47.25 (max 70 words)
Payment with order only. VISA credit card accepted

Thurs, Nov 19, 26, Dec 3 & Sun, Nov 22

Fris & Sats, Nov 27 & 28, Dec 4 & 5

Pender Film Group Screenings—THUR NOV 19: Star Trek
(2009)—chronicle of the early days of James T Kirk and his USS
Enterprise crew members; SUN NOV 22: family matinee 1pm; Up
(2009)—tying balloons to his home, 78-year-old Carl sets out to
fulfill his dream to see the wilds of South America with Russell, an
optimistic 9-year-old, as stowaway; THUR NOV 26: Rudo Y Cursi
(2008)—Mexican siblings rival each other in the world of soccer;
THUR DEC 3: Stone of Destiny (2008)—in the 1950s, Scottish
nationalist Ian Hamilton, raids England to bring back the Stone
of Scone • 7:30pm unless otherwise noted • Community Hall •
Admission by donation • Info: www.penderislands.org • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Allison Crowe’s Tidings—concerts stir together traditional
Christmas carols and holiday favourites with organic blend of
rock, jazz, folk, and soul PENDER: Nov 27: Community Hall;
VICTORIA: Nov 28: Alix Goolden Hall with
Ellisa Hartman; LADYSMITH: Dec 4: First
United Church with Lena Birtwistle;
CAMPBELL RIVER: Dec 5: St. Peter’s
Anglican Church with Campbell River
Childrens Choir & Barbara Prowse • Info:
www.allisoncrowe.com 250-537-1286 •
ON PENDER ISLAND & IN VICTORIA,
LADYSMITH, CAMPBELL RIVER

Fri, Sat & Sun, Nov 20 thru 22

Sunday, November 29

Health, Wellness & Eco-Sustainability Fair—Heal Your
Body presents an exhibition of products, services and resources,
presentations, demonstrations, food & music; FRI NOV 20: Gala
Evening: keynote speaker, food, cash bar, $25 in advance, $30 at
the door • Harbour House Hotel and Island Farmers Institute •
Gala: 5:30-9pm; fair: 9am-6pm • 2 day pass (Sat & Sun): adults
$15, students & seniors $9, 12 & under free • Info:
www.HealYourBody.ca, 250-538-8718, HealYourBody@shaw.ca
• ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Lighting of the Edith & George Pearson Care Tree—meet
at The Care Tree (rain or shine) for dedication and carol singing;
music by the Pender Highlanders Pipe Band; remember to bring
a flashlight; money raised goes to Pender Islands Lions Club’s
support for Care Canada • Care Tree, Bridges Road • 4pm • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, November 21
Feng Shui Workshop—interactive & fun
introduction to feng shui, led by certified
practitioner; learn to move your stuff & change
your life; personal consults by appointment •
Ocean Resort • Cost: $39.99; pre-registration required at Ocean
Resort & Serendipity in the Garden • Info: 250-331-0236,
www.fengshuikits.ca • IN CAMPBELL RIVER

Saturday, November 21
A Yuletide Gift Faire—wonderful gifts, crafts and food;
concession and lunch available; proceeds going to the Community
Hall • Community Hall • 10am-4pm • Admission by donation •
ON PENDER ISLAND

Sat thru Sat, November 21 to 28

Sat & Sun, November 21 & 22
Scrooge Meets the Duke: The Reunion—Swing Shift big
band, in collaboration with The Newman Family Players, presents
The Billy Strayhorn/Duke Ellington jazz adaptation of
Tchaikovsky's Christmas classic, the Nutcracker Suite plus
selections from Christmas with Scrooge, featuring Sue and
Virginia and friends • ArtSpring Theatre • NOV 21: 8pm; NOV 22:
2pm • Tickets: $16 adult, $6 student ArtSpring 250-537-2102 •
ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Sat, Nov 21 thru Thur, Dec 31
Comox Valley Art Gallery 35th Annual Christmas Craft
Fair—handmade local and regional gifts, with something for all
the family; pottery, jewellery, wood, glass, ornaments, specialty
foods and more • Gallery Gift Shop, 580 Duncan Avenue • SAT
NOV 21: Opening: 10am-5pm (15% discount); Mon-Sat 10am5pm, Sun 11am-4pm • Free admission • Info and directions: 250338-6211, www.gallerygifts.ca • IN COURTENAY

Only Comprehensive Study So Far
‘Climate Leadership, Economic Prosperity’ includes a
comprehensive review of government policies which might be
adopted by Canada’s governments to reduce GHG emissions.
It not only provides one of the best summaries yet written of
how various policies work and what would be involved in
implementing them, but also shows how effective they might be.
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Minnie The Pony Rescued
The Saturna Volunteer Firefighters turned out Sunday,
November 1 to rescue Minnie the Pony who tumbled two-thirds

Monday, November 30
Galiano Concert Society presents Russell
Braun—world-renowned
baritone
with
accompanist Carolyn Maule in a program of
operatic selections and songs by Schumann,
Mendelsohn and others • South Galiano
Community Hall • 7:30pm • Tickets: $25 at Galiano
Island Books, Art and Soul or at the door; season
subscriptions are also still available • ON GALIANO
ISLAND

Wednesday, December 2

Gulf Islands Concerts (Pender) Russell
Braun—presents renowned Canadaian baritone,
has appeared on the world's greatest opera, concert
and recital stages; with pianist Carolyn Maule,
Russell's wife • School Auditorium • 7:30pm •
Tickets: single concert adults $25, children $5 • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Saturday December 5
Kim
Darwin’s
Musical
Comedy
‘Evolutionize this!!’—world premier of this
musical comedy tour de force, pure genius Kim
Darwin thoroughly exploits his unique & varied
other-worldly experiences ranging from Deranged
conductors to Alien abductors • 7pm • Agricultural
Hall • Tickets: $15 advance, $18.00 at the door •
Info: www.jaiya.ca/firedance/about/kimdarwin.htm • ON
MAYNE ISLAND

Fri, Dec 4 thru Sun, Dec 20
Wintercraft—sponsored by Salt Spring Arts
Council; your gift is supporting the arts;
heartwarming stocking stuffers & dazzling
presents • Mahon Hall, 114 Rainbow Road •
10am-5pm daily • www.ssartscouncil.com • ON
SALT SPRING ISLAND

Fri thru Sun, December 4, 5, 6
Let the Spirit Sing—choral concert presented by the Pender
Island Choral Society with the Pender Young Violins and the
Pender Kids Choir • FRI & SAT: 7:30pm; SUN: 2pm • Community
Hall • Tickets: $15, children 5-12 yrs $5, at Talisman, Sladens,
Southridge, Uniquely U • ON PENDER ISLAND

Local & Salish Sea-wide
Visibility For Your Event

islandtides@islandtides.com • 250-629-3660

The study then goes further to present a comprehensive
GHG strategy: http://climate.pembina.org/pub/1909.

MINNIE BACK HOME AT HAGGIS
FARM WITH PRISCILLA

of the way down the 45º slope of Lyall Harbour Hill.
Miraculously she was had no broken bones.
Minnie is a long-time resident of Saturna Island. John
Money brought her, as a 3-year-old, from the Mainland 33 years
ago for Leah, Gloria Manzano’s daughter. Jon and I bought her
three years later for our girls. An Arab-Welsh mountain pony,
she is feisty and full of life, though blind.
Jon went down the hill to where she was pinned by a log
while the rope rescue crew got organized then abseiled down on
lines firmly tied to trees.
Deputy Chief, Brent Sohier admitted he had not read the
‘chapter’ on Horse Rescue. Rob Kendall said he and his fire
department had once rescue a cow from a fancy Surrey
swimming pool. Cassie Hull clearly knew the front end of a
horse from the back end.
For a horse to remain stable on four feet on the side of a hill
is much more challenging than for we humans on two feet. So,
all 550lbs of her were loaded into a rescue litter and six
firefighters steered the stretcher around trees and over rocks.

Back To The Future, Ottawa
All estimates must, of course, be regarded with some
skepticism, but these are a considerable advance on vague
political statements, denials, and accusations which have
formed the bulk of what passes for debate so far.
According to the study, the economic impact of significantly
reducing Canada’s GHG emissions is significant but it is not
unaffordable, though Alberta would have to shoulder much of
the load and might need a helping hand to come on board.
In fact, indications are that Canada could probably withstand
a program even more ambitious than any suggested so far.
Now the question is: is the federal government willing to
commit to targets and policies that would really make a
difference, and move Canada to a leadership role in climate
change mitigation? 0

Minnie strapped onto a Stokes basket rescue litter.

The exercise was carried out with great gentleness by the
firefighters.
At the bottom of the hill, Minnie and stretcher were loaded
SATURNA, please turn to page 6
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All the maple leaves are smushy-brown on the wet-dark roads
and you can’t leave the house without warm covering; being
indoors is more enticing. As my garden spreads around the path
between the house and the bakery, I can’t help noticing the
things that still need doing and some sunny, warmish day they
could well get done but for now indoor projects are holding the
day.
Unlike we humans, rough skinned newts, frogs and slugs are
outside in the puddles and pools lining the roads. One of our
students, Natalie Dunsmuir, found the smallest newt I have ever
seen—all chocolate on the top and pumpkin bright on the
bottom and tiny toes.

Photo: Bill Schermbrucker

GHG TARGETS from page 2
social strains on the province). Saskatchewan and British
Columbia, which have participated to a lesser extent in the
expansion of fossil fuel extraction, would also be affected.
The effects forecast for annual economic growth from 2010
to 2020 in the three provinces are:
Province
BAU
Federal target
NGO target
Saskatchewan
2.3%
2.0%
1.5%
Alberta
4.6%
3.7%
3.3%
British Columbia 2.7%
2.4%
2.2%
Alberta has, of course, the least diversified economy of the
three, but is the main beneficiary of GHG-emitting industries.

Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank

Photo: Nancy Angermeyer

Book Launch, Reading & Exhibition—The Life & Art of
Frank Molnar, Jack Hardman, LeRoy Jensen; &
fundraising exhibition featuring Jack Akroyd,
Unity Bainbridge, Gordon Caruso, George Fertig,
Jack Hardman, LeRoy Jensen, David Marshall,
Frank Molnar, Peter Paul Ochs, J. Delisle Parker,
Mildred Valley Thornton, Jack Wise; plus life
drawing sessions with model • SAT NOV 21: Book
Launch, 7:30pm; exhibition 12-5pm Sun, 10am5pm Mon to Sat • Mahon Hall • Info: email
info@mothertonguepublishing.com or 250-537-4155 • ON SALT
SPRING ISLAND
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Join us and experience our all-suite hotel located nearby
the BC Ferries Terminal. Offer includes one night in a
Comfort Suite and as an extra “treat” we will give you a
$40 credit voucher to be used in Beaches Restaurant.
Offer valid Sept. 7, 2009 through April 20, 2010**, subject to availability.
**exclusion dates January 24/10-March 4/10
Applicable taxes & gratuities extra, not valid with other offers

tsawwassen.coasthotels.com
1.800.663.1144
CALL NOW FOR THIS GREAT OFFER!

GULF ISLANDS WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Whole-house Treatment
• Self-cleaning Sediment Filters
• Media Filters
• Ultraviolet Systems

REMOVE:
Iron / Odour / Bacteria /
Hardness / Arsenic
250-412-1110 • 604- 630-1114 • 524 William Street, Victoria
250-339-6914 Comox Valley

www.watertiger.net
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Trust celebrates 35thanniversary
The Islands Trust is hosting a special event to celebrate its 35th
anniversary on Salt Spring Island, during the next Islands Trust
Council quarterly meeting (December 8-10).
The December 9 celebration evening, at Gulf Islands
Secondary School, will showcase local foods from the Islands
with culinary creations prepared by Island chefs. The evening
will start with a gourmet dinner, followed by an Island-themed
desserts bar, then a live auction of unique Island offerings. The
event is hosted by raconteur extraordinaire Arthur Black.
Proceeds from the auction will be donated to assist Island
conservancies in protecting fragile ecosystems on the Gulf
Islands through the Islands Trust Fund’s Opportunity Fund.
Tickets are $35 and are available at ArtSpring, 250-537-2102. 0
LETTERS from page 4
Britannia Secondary School, you find that many of the resident
families have been there many decades longer than a
considerable number of the families found in Gulf Islands
communities and, if you know anything about this large and
historic community, you will know that the sense of community
and trust among its residents is extremely high. Please, give us
the good news about what people are doing to bring about
change and innovation, but stop the ‘small communities are
better’ balderdash.
Dorrie Ratzlaff, Galiano Island 0

SSI Library referendum on December 5 ~ Stan Shapiro
As the vote draws nearer, Salt Spring Library Board members
are being asked about both the costs and the benefits associated
with a new library building on McPhillips Avenue.
That the ‘yeses’ must win if Salt Spring is to receive a $4.55
million infrastructure grant—almost two-thirds of the cost of
the project—has apparently reached public understanding.
Islanders also recognize that this is a one-time-only
opportunity. The money won’t be available for some other
purpose or some other local project should Salt Spring’s
community vote ‘No.’ We must now either ‘choose it or lose it.’
And, if Salt Spring does choose a new library on December 5,
Islanders will also be choosing to put up their share of the cost.
So, what is the library project going to cost Islanders, both
collectively and individually? If the referendum passes, the
maximum total cost to the community for library services in
2013, the new building’s first full year of operation, will be just
under $600,000.
How would that money be spent? About one-quarter of that,
approximately $150,000, contributes substantially to the
overall cost of the library service, which will be about $290,000
in 2009. (That figure would be significantly higher were it not
for the library’s dedicated volunteer force.) Another $300,000
would be used to pay off, over 15 years, the $2,750,000 being
borrowed to provide the local matching grant. The remaining
$150,000 would cover the increased costs of operating a much
larger building. That’s where the $600,000 would be going.
It would be coming from taxes paid by local property owners

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that Theresa
and Robert Watts of North
Pender Island, BC intend to
make application to the
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region office for a Specific
Permission for Private
Residential Moorage situated
on Provincial Crown Land
located in the vicinity of Navy
Channel, North Pender
Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is # 1413387.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at #142-2080 Labieux
Road, Nanaimo, B.C V9T
6J9,
or
emailed
to:
AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo@g
ov.bc.ca. Comments will be
received
by
ILMB
until
December 10, 2009 ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website at
http://ilmbwww.gov.bc.ca/
under the link: Applications &
Reasons for Decisions for
more information.
Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at Integrated Land
Management Bureau’s regional
office.

at a rate of about $17.50 for every $100,000 of assessed
residential property value. Put another way, the additional costs
of a greatly improved library service for the average Salt Spring
homeowner, with a property assessed at $535,575, would be a
little less than $6 per month.
So much for the costs, what about the benefits? A new
12,000sq ft building, more than twice the size of our old and
decaying one, would be built to LEED Gold environmental
standards. That building would contain such features as a
‘Green Roof,’ solar hot-water, and geothermal heat pumps to
keep the building warm in the winter and cool in the summer.
The library would be able to move into its new home in the
Fall of 2011. That new home, in addition to providing public
meeting space, would have wider aisles and easier to access
book shelves, better wheelchair access, more areas for quiet
study and wireless internet use, greatly expanded facilities for
both children and teens, adequate working space for volunteers
and staff, a proper home for the archives, and an enclosed ‘open
air’ public courtyard off the children’s room.
Do these benefits outweigh the costs? The Library Board
thinks so and hopes Salt Spring agrees. They ask that Islanders
don’t risk leave voting to someone else. Vote ‘Yes’ on Saturday,
December 5 at either Salt Spring Elementary, Fulford
Elementary or the Community Gospel Chapel. Or you can
choose to vote at either of the advance polls—Wednesday,
November 25 or Wednesday, December 2—at the Firehall. (For
more information see advertsiement on page 3). 0

REDUCTION REACTION from page 1
Despite Minister Prentice’s words
about ‘harmonization’ with US climate
policies, the reality is that the United
States is quickly pulling ahead of Canada.
President Obama’s 2009 economic
stimulus package outspent Canada’s by a
factor of 14 to 1, per capita, on investments
in renewable energy like wind and solar.
And while the US is actively debating
comprehensive climate legislation,
Minister Prentice has yet to publish a capand-trade plan for Canada.
Canadians wanted to hear Minister
Prentice’s plans for doing more to tackle
climate change. Instead, today’s speech
presented his rationale for doing less.’
Meanwhile, Alberta’s Premier Stelmach,
went so far as to threaten a ‘national unity’ crisis.
He recalled the ghost of the National Energy

We offer

visitors a

better deal!
Our quality accommodation includes:
indoor pool, sauna,
free parking, in-room coffee,
a convenient location
and a warm welcome.
Stay with us.

55
39

$

from

*

3110 DOUGLAS ST. VICTORIA, BC V8Z 3K4
across from Mayfair Shopping Centre,

1-800-997-6797
www.blueridgeinn.ca
* Single* Single
occupancy.
Subject
Valid
to March
31, 2010.
occupancy.
Subjecttotoavailability.
availability. Valid
to March
31, 2003

Program, the last attempt to ensure that Canada
benefited from Alberta’s resource potential.
A Globe and Mail editorial, apparently
supporting Alberta’s threat, says ‘Canada
cannot take its national unity for granted….’
While complaining, quite correctly, that the
federal government has presented no plan to
achieve even its inadequate targets, the G&M
says of the Pembina/Susuki proposals that
Canada ‘…must not, in the service of
international obligations, allow itself to be
immolated by a government policy of such
wrenching dislocation.’ (Any such national
immolation would presumably result in further GHG
emissions—Ed.) If targets can’t be achieved, says

the G&M, it is time for new targets—the seventh
set of targets since 1988.
‘Climate Leadership, Economic Prosperity’ at is
at: http://climate.pembina.org/pub/1909. 0

WET SEASON from page 3
governments to submit plans to safeguard the
water source but they must be approved by
Cabinet which, using PMFL, is prepared to risk
damage to Galiano’s groundwater source in its
high hills.
Galiano’s economy depends on summer
tourism when the population needing water
almost doubles. A recent article in the New
York Times shows the Island is becoming
widely known. Economy and ecology have
similarities. If you take risks you can’t afford,
the system may collapse.
Nature too has her bottom line. If you try to
pump more and more out of a groundwater
system, to supply a growing population, and at

the same time deplete its recapture in elevated
catchment areas, the water cycle can no longer
serve you.
The Galiano Local Trust Committe is under
the Islands Trust Act. Its bylaws must be
consistent with the Islands Trust Act as
reflected in its Policy Statement. It cannot
write a bylaw that would damage its water
supply.
The PMFL Act with the sting in its
Regulations looks to a past time. It is unrealistic
for the 21st century. Any law regarding a land
resource which ignores the long-term affect on
the priceless water resource beneath our feet,
betrays the Government’s declared intent to be
green. 0

SATURNA from page 5
onto the back of a pickup truck and driven
home. There, she was tipped out of the
stretcher and she staggered upright into the
sunshine. There were our friends and
neighbors who are part of our volunteer Fire
Department who had willingly giving up five
hours of a glorious Sunday.

presented. Two other personas were also
presented: one that just rocked, hunkered
down, and the other who reacted to the voices
inside his head, which we heard from off-stage.
The voices were harrowing to listen to—
derogatory, and hostile.
As the play progressed, the dialogue
between the critical and the inspirational
shifted and Alan was gradually less dominated
by his voices.
It was a brave for Alan to share his
experience with Gulf Islands’ communites; in
exchange we offered our ideas, hopes and
support. After the presentation, the audience,
seated in tables of 6 or 8, with a facilitator
discussed questions concerning mental health.
After seeing the play, I realized my minimal
knowledge of schizophrenia. On the subject of
mental illness, we are fearful of speaking
openly. Thanks to our health committee for
presenting this play .0

That’s Al Folks
The play, That’s Al Folks written by Mayne
Island resident Alan Weeks was recently
presented on Saturna. The play is about mental
illness and Alan’s battle with schizophrenia. In
the play he gives names to the states of mind
that comprise his mental illness. He names
these states with words that end in ‘al’: loyal,
delusional, sexual, musical, rhythmical, and
then acted as he would behave in each state.
Regularly, he sat in the chairs of two main
players, ‘critical’ and ‘inspirational’ who would
comment on his ‘al’ behaviors as they were

ARE YOU BUILDING, EXCAVATING, SUBDIVIDING, OR CONSTRUCTING A DRIVEWAY?

call: 250-386-7643

The Islands Trust has a new Soil Removal and Deposit Bylaw that you will want to know about.
If you are planning or undertaking land development, you may need to register your plans or get
a Soil Removal and Deposit Permit. Drop in and learn about how Salt Spring’s Soil Removal
and Deposit Bylaw relates to you, the work you do, and your land.
WHAT:
WHEN:
TIME:
At:

Soil Bylaw Open House
Monday, November 30, 2009
6pm to 9pm
Art Spring Lower Gallery, 100 Jackson Avenue Salt Spring Island

Who Should Attend:
All interested parties are invited to attend, including Home Owners, Contractors, Excavator
Operators and Property Developers. Hope to see you there!

• Serving the Gulf Islands and
Greater Victoria for over 25 years
• Fuel-efﬁcient, cost-effective wood heating

More information concerning this meeting and the Soil Removal and Deposit Bylaw can be
sourced on our website at www.islandstrust.bc.ca/ltc/ss.

• Solar domestic hot water heaters

Or for further questions, please contact the Islands Trust at 250-537-9144.

Unit 6 - 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

• Sales and Installations

Solar Heating
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MARINE

GSA Auto Rentals

GENERAL TREE SERVICES

Monthly from $625
Weekly from $205
Mention this ad for discount

Ross Walker

• Hazardous or un-wanted tree
removals
• View preservation and
enhancement
• Thinning, topping and pruning
• Windstorm clean up
• Free estimates, reasonable
rates

www.islandmarine.ca

generaltreeservices@hotmail.com

On Time & On Budget
• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings
• Ramps • Pile Driving

250-537-9710

Rent

Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Minivans

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788
terry@gsaautorentals.com
www.gsaautorentals.com

FREE!

Scrap Car,
Truck, Bus &
Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

250-539-3752

CE VAESE
N
A ROOFING
Ltd.

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028
Fax 250-383-2198

S TANDING S EAM
M ETAL R OOFING

40+ buildings to
choose from
www.nickelbros.com

WAHL MARINE LTD.

ALSO
TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

MOORINGS
INSTALLED •SERVICED
MAINTAINED

Chris West
Dive Services
250-888-7199
250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net

YOUR BUSINESS WILL BE SEEN LOCALLY
AND ALL ACROSS THE STRAIT OF
GEORGIA, FROM AS LITTLE AS $30

250-629-3660
islandtides@islandtides.com
ENERGY PLAN from page 1

Government Wants To
Change Direction In A
Hurry

The provincial government’s ‘specific direction’
made it crystal clear that BCUC, and BC Hydro,
have been given a new objective: to grow power
generation for export, using BC Hydro as a
springboard. No longer would self-sufficiency
and low power rates for British Columbians be
its prime objective.
In what is probably a related development,
six-year BC Hydro CEO Bob Elton is
‘transitioning’ to a ‘Special Advisor’ position.
BC Hydro chairman Dan Doyle says Elton will
be replaced by January 1.
An early signal of the government’s
dedication to changing traditional provincial
energy policy objectives came with its
announcement in March of a Long-Term
Electricity Transmission Inquiry to be carried
out by BCUC. Looking ahead 30 years, the
inquiry was intended to assess generation
resource potential throughout the province;
economic development opportunities (eg
mining etc); and opportunities for trade in
power with ‘neighbouring jurisdictions.’
The inquiry was then to design a power
transmission grid that would make all this
possible; expected to be completed by the end
of 2010.

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for
Sundecks, Garage Decks
and Roofdecks.
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

LEGAL AND ENGINEERING SURVEYS

R.L. JOHNS
LAND SURVEYING LTD.
• Site plans • Building layouts
• Subdivisions • Repostings
• Surveyors certificates
• Easements and Rights of Way

250-537-2990 or
1-800-804-6288

Home of Healing

MAUI
Vacation Condos

Salt Spring Island

Accommodation $45/night

1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

Massage Therapy &
Healing Packages
for the
Spiritually Minded.

www.homeofhealing.com

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

250-539-5252
250-478-6937
dasons@telus.net
www.smithsondrilling.com

Hot Tubs

Swimming Pools
250-538-8244

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599
- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

Serving Southern &
Northern Gulf Islands

www.gulfislandspas.com

FOR RENT
ISLAND
EXPLORER
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

LTD.

Southern Gulf

Greenhouse A great gift!
Steele Greenhouse
Components Inc.
Mayne Island

Tel: (604) 532-1817
Visit our site:
www.steelgc.com
Click on hobby

House & Cottage Rentals
Pender Island Long Term:
Pretty ocean view, 2 bedrooms,
kitchen, open concept living room and
eating area. Furnished/unfurnished–
$900.
Very private oceanfront home with
beautiful views and beach access, 4
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms–$1500.
Licensed Property Management
on the Gulf Islands since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca
www.islandexplorer.com/pender

Island Tides’ is delivered to 13,600 households, 3,900
yellow box pick-ups & 100 online readers each day

250-629-3660 www.islandtides.com

another 5,000 GWh/yr of power—‘green’
because that is the only kind of power
California will buy.
To make up this ‘shortfall’ BC Hydro would
sign long-term contracts to buy power from
IPPs, who would purchase their water licenses
from the province at a very favourable rate;
thus kick-starting the ‘green power’ export
industry. Any loss on BC Hydro’s power trading
would be borne by BC Hydro customers in BC.

‘Green’ Targets A Cover For
Developing A Private
Export Industry At Public
Expense

‘Green‘ up to now has generally been defined
as ‘run-of-river’ hydroelectric generation,
although more recently wind generation has
come to qualify. Even more recently comes the
suggestion from the premier that power from
combustion of beetle-killed wood in the BC
interior might even be green.

What Colour Is Green?

Watchdog For The
Watchdog
When Premier Campbell overode BCUC in
October, he indicated that some sort of
‘watchdog’ group would be formed to monitor
BCUC. The Premier’s task forces now seem to
fulfill the ‘watchdog’ objective and a
commitment made in the August throne
speech. The task forces will report to a new
Cabinet Committee on Climate Action and

Clean Energy. The members of the advisory
task force groups have not yet been
announced, but the government says that
clean-energy experts, energy consultants,
renowned climate experts, leading academics,
First
Nation
representatives
and
environmentalists will be included.
The Cabinet Committee to which it will
report includes: Premier Gordon Campbell;
Minister of Aboriginal Relations and
Reconciliation George Abbott; Minister of
State for Climate Action John Yap; Minister of
Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources Blair
Lekstrom; Minister of Environment Barry
Penner; Minister of Forests and Range Pat
Bell; Minister of Housing and Social
Development Rich Coleman; Minister of State
for Intergovernmental Relations Naomi
Yamamoto; Minister of Small Business,
Technology and Economic Development Iain
Black; Minister of Transportation and
Infrastructure Shirley Bond; MLA VernonMonashee Eric Foster; BC Hydro Chair Dan
Doyle (ex-officio); BCUC Executive Chair and
CEO David Emerson (ex-officio).
It seems clear from this lineup that BCUC is
no longer trusted with the planning of power
development in BC. The premier has taken
over. 0

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

JAKOBSEN

ASSOCIATES

from the ground up!
Cold Drafty House?
Wet Basement?
Nasty Crawl Space?
Spray-Foam Insulation (may qualify

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices

Air Leakage and Moisture Control
Foundation Waterproofing and Repair

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

for EcoENERGY & LiveSmart Grants)

Well Drillers

holger@hermann.ca

It was clear that a major objective was to
provide a publicly-owned transmission
infrastructure to facilitate private power
generation for export to US markets (See
Island Tides, July 30, 2009).
In mid-October came another stumbling
block to the government’s plans—the BCUC
inquiry’s meetings were postponed indefinitely
following requests from BC Hydro, BC
Transmission Corporation, and a number of
First Nations for more time to prepare their
‘initial information’.

Following the upset caused by BCUC decision to
stick to its ‘serve the province’ mandate, the
government’s directive to exclude Burrard’s
‘black’-power capacity from inclusion in future
plans (despite its essential, and continuing, use
as a back-up, peak-load facility) makes it very
clear that ‘green’ targets are a cover to make use
of BC Hydro as a means to develop and
subsidize generation capacity for electricity to be
sold to the US market.
The exclusion ‘for planning purposes’ of
Burrard power from the total of existing
generation capacity establishes a need for

D. A. SMITHSON & SONS

Sales • Service • Parts
Insured • Licensed

johns.rljohns@shawcable.com

GETAWAYS

250-537-1219

1-866-606-2237

SERVING SAANICH PENINSULA
& THE GULF ISLANDS
Ron Johns, BCLS, CLS
250-658-9515
cell: 250-882-9515

Servicing the Gulf Islands
Advertise: 250-629-3660

BE BOLD - GO GREEN

Character, Custom &
Contemporary Buildings

F OR W ATER
C OLLECTION S YSTEMS

135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

MOVED
HOMES

N

Serving Galiano &
the Gulf Islands

Book with the best!
Pick-Up from
Swartz Bay Ferry Terminal &
Victoria Airport

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES
L

AUTOMOTIVE

C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes

Serving All The Gulf Islands

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com
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Nurses find move to legislate paramedics abhorrent

The provincial government continues to disregard fundamental
collective bargaining rights despite past blunders, says BC
Nurses’ Union President Debra McPherson, speaking out
against Bill 21. ‘This regressive legislation imposes a collective
agreement on BC’s ambulance paramedics and was
unnecessary when options such as mediation and binding
arbitration could have been utilized. Paramedics, like all
workers in this province, have the right to free collective
bargaining. We are extremely distressed to learn that once
again the provincial government is relying on heavy-handed
tactics. Nurses successfully fought such ill-conceived
approaches when we won the Bill 29 legal challenge.’
That 2007 decision by the Supreme Court of Canada ruled

Round The Islands

Who’s Off First?
Walk-on passengers on BC Ferries’ MV Quinsam
travelling from Gabriola to Nanaimo may soon be the
last to leave the ship. The Gabriola Ferry Advisory Committee
came to this conclusion after a risk assessment study of vessel
unloading was conducted by BC Ferries.
Currently foot passengers (affectionately known as ‘footsies’
to ferry staff) disembark first but often get in the way or do not
clear the road path quickly enough for the faster-moving vehicle
drivers.
To speed things up, it is planned that embarking footsies will
load at the same time as those disembarking, after vehicles have
left.
The proposed protocol has footsie commuters concerned
about connecting to ground transportation in Nanaimo. ‘Last
off’ makes running for the bus a problem. Alternatives are either
taking an earlier ferry or driving a vehicle and no one wants to
discourage using public transportation.
There is still much discussion and evaluation to come before
changes are made. The Quinsam goes into refit this winter with
the MV Bowen Queen as its replacement vessel, and no changes
to the system will be made until after that time.
Currently only the Chemainus to Kuper route has the policy
of disembarking foot passengers after vehicles.

Independent Dental Hygiene in a relaxed setting
Registered Dental Hygienists offering:
• scaling • root planing • polishing
• whitening • gum disease therapy
Celebrating 7 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea

250-655-4884

Islands Ride Share Website
~ Contributed by Herb Jones
At the Gulf Islands Alliance gathering on Salt Spring Island on
the International Day of Climate Action, Islands Trust Council
Chair, Sheila Malcolmson, stated that the most significant
carbon footprint made by Islanders is in transportation.
A partial solution to lowering this footprint is the concept of
ride-sharing. A website specifically directed toward Salish Sea
dwellers has been created where rides can be offered, rides can
be requested and even a request to run an errand can be
entered. This service was developed by groups on Denman and
Hornby Islands with the aid of a grant from Environment
Canada.
To use the website, www.islandrideshare.com, register with
an email address and a password. This permits entry to the site
and participation in the
offering of rides and
requests. A list of etiquette
suggestions and help-desk
contact information are
available on the website. To
see what rides are being
offered to and from a
particular location, simply
Now Consider
choose from a list of Gulf
a potential situation
Island and Vancouver Island
communities.
Mortgage @
(Prime - .10%)*
The rest is up to us. As the
Balance
Payment/month
commitment to use the
$225,000 $967.00
website grows, more and
Paid off
more Islanders will be
helping to reduce our carbon
$225,000 $967.00
footprint and limit the C02
emissions going into the
Apply Online
atmosphere causing the
www.teamgeterdone.ca
earth’s temperature to rise.

Lower Your
Monthly
Payments
Consider a current situation

(Mortgage @ 5.25% interest rate)

Balance
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Payment

$175,000
$ 50,000
$225,000

$1,043
$1,500
$2,543

2.15%

* OAC. Variable subject to change with the Bank Prime which as of the writing of this ad is 2.25%. Call for strategies.

Enjoying The Big
City ~ Contributed
by Tony Merry

North Island

Central Island

South Island

Comox, Courtney, Campbell River

Ladysmith, Nanaimo, Parksville, QB

Gulf Islands, Duncan, Victoria

Debbie Tietzmann
250•203•6611

debbie.gedg@gmail.com

Alyson Thiessen
250•586•0266

geterdonegirl@gmail.com

Christine Black
250•881•6150

christine.black@migroup.ca

My wife Marti and I have
season tickets to the
Vancouver Symphony Pops
which are conducted at the
Orpheum theatre, in the
heart of downtown. In the
past the journey from the
Southern
Islands,
has
entailed taking the car on the

that sections of Bill 29, the Health and Social Services Delivery
Improvement Act, imposed by the provincial government,
violated the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. The
Court struck down key provisions of the 2002 law that gutted
the bargaining rights of healthcare workers, including nurses.
‘I am urging all nurses in the province to contact their MLAs
to let them know how they feel about this attempt to once again
undermine the democratic rights of healthcare workers,’
continued McPherson. ‘Nurses are already concerned about the
cutbacks to services in health authorities throughout the
province. We fear that the impact of the government’s action
will severely damage the working relationships between
healthcare workers and their government.’ 0

ferry, driving to a hotel in Richmond where we got a reasonable
rate, then fighting the Vancouver traffic in order to park the car
in time to enjoy a dinner close to the venue. We would drive
back to the hotel after the concert, then return home the next
day, the car fare plus parking came to $100.
Last Wednesday, as we had another concert to attend, we
decided to leave the car at home and try the new Canada Line,
wow, what a pleasure! With two small overnight bags, we took
the Cumberland to Swartz, boarded the 11am Coastal
Celebration arriving Tsawwassen 12:35pm, the direct
connection express bus departs the ferry terminal on the hour
and other than a fifteen minute stop at the Ladner Exchange,
deposited us at Richmond’s, Bridgeport station a total of 35
minutes after leaving Tsawwassen. By the time the escalator had
deposited us at platform level we waited a total of two minutes
for the train and twenty minutes later we were standing at
Granville and Georgia streets; all this for $3.50 each, which is
known as concession rate as we are seniors. One word of advice,
you must have exact (cash) fare for the bus and do get a transfer.
We spent a little more for a downtown hotel close to the
Orpheum but we had already saved the expense of taking the car
and of course it was completely stress free.
The trip home the next day was just the reverse of our
inbound journey, the bus to Tsawwassen leaves the Bridgeport
station on the hour arriving at the ferry terminal 35 minutes
later. Ticket purchase at the City Centre station is easy, just
follow the prompts and the machines will accept bills up to $20
and give change, or, credit cards may be used.
We both had broad smiles as we approached Tsawwassen on
the bus and the BC Ferries highway sign read, ‘Possible One
Sailing Wait.’
Would we recommend it? You bet, even if we were not
seniors and had to pay the regular passenger fare on the ferry it
is still considerably less money than taking the car–the
bus/train fare is only $5 per person.

Credit Unions Help Out
Island Savings has announced a donation of $125,000 to the BC
Cancer Foundation’s Inspire the World campaign. A new stateof-the-art patient and family support centre, a predictive cancer
research centre, and a radiation innovation wing at the BC
Cancer Agency’s Vancouver Island Centre are being built. The
$10 million campaign will enable the construction and
renovation of the 10,000 square foot project.
‘We all know that when a member of the family gets cancer,
the whole family gets cancer. It affects everyone. Sometimes
they fight alone and other times they fight with the help of a
community,’ said Rod Dewar, President, Chief Executive
Officer, Island Savings. ‘We are proud to be entering a five-year
partnership with the BC Cancer Foundation.’
On Vancouver Island, 4,000 people are diagnosed with
cancer each year. Island Savings’ 45,000 members also have
their own personal associations with cancer. The Island Savings
family has been directly affected too.
‘As a cancer patient, I was fortunate to have the support of
amazing friends and family. Not everyone is as lucky as I am,
which is why the new family support area at the cancer clinic is
so important in helping people fight their battle with cancer,’
said Paula Marchessault, cancer survivor and Island Savings
staff member.
‘Patients consistently tell us they are very satisfied with the
medical care they receive at the BC Cancer Agency’s Vancouver
Island Centre; however, patients and their families express a
great need for improved psychological and emotional help,’ said
Dr Ivo Olivotto, Professor and Head, BC Cancer Agency
Radiation Therapy Program.
To learn more about the Inspire the World campaign, or to
make a donation, please visit www.inspiretheworld.ca or call the
BC Cancer Foundation at 250-382-4470.
At the end of October, Coastal Community Credit Union
completed a ‘Just Say Yes!’ fundraiser that will allow at least
eleven youth from Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands to
attend The YES Camp next summer. The YES Camp (Camp
Rainbow) provides week-long leadership programs for youth at
its Lake Cowichan location. $7,100 has been raised but will be
topped up from the continuing sale of the credit union’s ‘Island
Gem’ 2010 calendars which features photos taken by credit
union’s staff. 0

