Strait of Georgia

Every Second
Thursday
& Online ‘24/7’ at

Coastal Currents ~ Bridging The Gulf Since 1989
Volume 19 Number 22

November 1—14, 2007

50¢ at Selected Retailers

islandtides.com
Canadian Publications Mail Product
Sales Agreement Nº 40020421

Tide tables

2

Saturna notes

3

STVR

3

Watch the clock 3

Photo: Helen Schnare, Galiano Photography

A last memory of summer, a sea of islands, looking south from Mount Galiano.

Commentary by Patrick Brown

Panel finds Morning
SPP-style, precautionary principle out the window Bay ruined drainage
It has been said that the Security and Prosperity
Partnership is dead, because it is stalled. It may
be that after George Bush has gone, the lavishly
guarded ‘summit’ meetings will be
discontinued in the face of US protectionism
and paranoia.
But that doesn’t mean that the efforts of
corporate heavyweights to eliminate the
boundaries between the three economies will
cease. They’ll just be even less visible; witness
current efforts to ‘harmonize’ regulations and
make them less effective.
The SPP, a political umbrella set up by the
President of the US, the President of Mexico,
and the Prime Minister of Canada, meets once
a year to direct the progress of numerous
working groups in their efforts to integrate the
economies, security, and commercial law of the
three NAFTA countries. The group is advised
by the North American Competitiveness
Council, thirty CEOs of large corporations, and
assisted by numerous officials from all three
governments.
The latest meeting, at Montebello, Quebec,
in August, 2007, was heavily defended by police
and the armed services. The entire SPP process
is conducted in considerable secrecy, and has
been little debated in the US congress, the
Mexican congreso, or the Canadian parliament.

Harper on Regulations
When asked what was going on, Prime Minister
Stephen Harper attempted to trivialize the
summiteers’ deliberations by noting that they
had discussed standardizing the composition of
jellybeans and the size of baby food containers.
This was pretty insulting, and showed a
remarkable contempt for both the press (who
may deserve it) and the public (who most
certainly do not).
However, it appears that there was, in fact,
considerable discussion on the ‘harmonizing’ of
regulations between the three countries. The
NACC said it was ‘pleased that the three
governments appear to be close to completion
… on the conclusion of a voluntary trilateral
Regulatory Cooperation Framework.’
As with all SPP actions, there has been no
public debate, since no legislation was
necessary to implement such a deal; it can be
adopted by Cabinet, even the cabinet of a
minority government. This ‘framework’ for
‘harmonization’ is intended to be applied
generally to any and all regulations, and should

be viewed along with the April 1, 2007 ‘Cabinet
Directive on Streamlining Regulation’ passed
by the Canadian minority government’s
cabinet, again without new legislation or
parliamentary debate.
The Canadian government was already in
the process of a radical change in approach to
the regulations that exist under the many pieces
of federal legislation intended to protect
Canadians, their health and safety, their
environment and the conservation of natural
resources. The SPP ‘framework’ has the effect of
reinforcing this new approach and facilitating
the wholesale adoption of US regulations
which, often as not, were written by the very
industries that they were meant to regulate.

The Precautionary Principle
Canadian regulations have been generally
written with the precautionary principle in
mind. This regulatory principle is intended to
deal with the frequently encountered situation
where there is a risk of serious or irreversible
harm about which there is significant scientific
uncertainty. It holds that:
• the absence of scientific certainty is no
excuse for not taking action (often regulatory);
• proponents of a new technology or
substance must show that it is without risk of
major harm before it is used (known as the
reverse onus provision);
• if there is a less hazardous viable
alternative to any substance it [the substance]
should not be used; and
• all relevant information on substances
must be made available to the regulatory body.
The precautionary principle is also at the
heart of the recently adopted European Union
‘Registration, Evaluation, Authorization and
Restrictions of Chemicals’ (REACH),
implemented by the EU in all its member
countries, covering substances used in each
country, traded between EU countries, or traded
externally.

The Risk Management
Approach
However, the US, driven by an administration
devoted to deregulation and industry-written
regulation, has taken the approach that
regulations are, by definition, an irritant to
trade and that the facilitation of trade is more
important than the public interest in health,
SPP-STYLE, please turn to page 2

A British Columbia Farm Industry Review Board
Panel handed down its decision on October 25 in a
long-running dispute between Morning Bay
Vineyard and Estate Winery, North Pender Island,
and its neighbours, Tekla and William Deverell,
Cheryl Grunbock, and Terry Chantler (representing
owners of property in the Harbour Hills subdivision).
The Deverells had alleged that, in developing the
ten-acre vineyard, Morning Bay’s owner, Keith Watt,
had altered natural drainage patterns which had
damaged Tekla Deverell’s well-established organic
garden, killed trees, and had also introduced
chemical herbicides and pesticides into the air and
water. Other neighbours had expressed concern that
Watt’s agricultural and drainage practices had
threatened their property and also the aquifer from
which they drew their drinking water.
The Panel’s decision held that Morning Bay had
failed to follow ‘normal farm practices,’ had in fact
damaged neighbouring properties, and must
immediately undertake significant mitigation
measures.

Procedural Complications
The dispute was the subject of four full days of
hearings on Pender Island and in Sidney, in January
and March this year. Watt claimed that he had
pursued ‘normal farm practices’ in the development
of the vineyard and that he had the right to do what
he did.
The Panel, having investigated the site of the
dispute and presided over an unsuccessful mediation
attempt, spent what it described as ‘an extraordinary
amount of time’ in resolving procedural issues prior
to the hearing. It was deluged with documentation
from all parties, and amassed a total of 663 pages of
transcripts. In their report, the Panel makes it clear
that they found this made the drafting of their
decision ‘more onerous and time-consuming than it
would otherwise have been’.
Nevertheless, the Panel, chaired by Christine
Elsaesser, persevered and their final report numbers
some 25 pages.

The Panel’s Conclusions
While the complainants questioned many Morning
Bay farm practices, ranging from the siting of the
vineyard on a steep slope, the layout of the vineyard,
the method and schedule of clearing the land, the
drainage strategy, and the chemicals used, the Panel
attempted to boil the issues down to one: ‘Are the
Morning Bay farm operations with respect to water
drainage, both quantity and quality, conducted in
accordance with normal farm practice?’
VINEYARD, please turn to page 6
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Carbon tax only
way, says BC
Green leader
Damian Kettlewell, BC Green Party
leadership candidate, is challenging BC
premier Gordon Campbell to implement
what economists worldwide see as the
most economically efficient means to
prevent climate change—a carbon tax.
‘Mr Campbell is not using the proper
economic tool to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions,’ argued Kettlewell. Kettlewell
recently interviewed SFU professor
Mark Jaccard, an internationally
recognized expert in resource and
environmental management, on the
issue of carbon tax.
Jaccard argues that a combination of
carbon sequestration and emissions
trading is insufficient to ensure that
British Columbia meets its challenging
climate change prevention targets.
Jaccard, whose book Hot Air: Meeting
Canada's Climate Change Challenge
was published recently, stated that a
carbon tax is the most efficient means to
ensure that corporations and individuals
take immediate action to curb their
carbon emissions.
‘I strongly urge voters to support
Professor Jaccard’s recommendation of
a carbon emissions tax, both here in
British Columbia and across Canada,’
said Kettlewell. ‘The most efficient way of
getting BC’s corporations to reduce their
greenhouse gas emissions is through
economic means—in other words, by
using money as an incentive.
‘It would be most economically
efficient to use market pressures to
encourage corporations to self-regulate
and thereby reduce their harmful
emissions. Financial incentives are
ultimately what corporations are most
responsive to. If it becomes a competitive
advantage for BC’s companies to reduce
their carbon usage, they will be driven to
implement innovative strategies to
maintain production while also
minimizing their carbon footprint.
‘Implementing a carbon tax will also
have an additional benefit: corporations
that are able to successfully curb their
emissions and come up with new
methods of production efficiency will be
able to patent and sell these strategies in
foreign markets. BC can be a leader in
the fight against climate change, but we
need to use market incentives to
encourage our corporations to become
more efficient with their carbon usage. A
CARBON TAX, please turn to page 4
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Margaret Isobel Irving – 1912-2007
Born in 1912 to Harold and Ruth Payne of Saturna Island,
Margaret (Margo) was the youngest of four siblings.
Although she lived in the era of ‘children should be seen and
not heard’ the Payne children enjoyed a unique island
lifestyle. From an early age they swam and boated. Some of
Margo’s boating exploits made it into the papers: such as
when lost in the fog she arrived on Piers Island, then a penal
institution, and spent the night playing cards with the guards
until her father arrived the next morning. Some of her
earliest, and happiest, memories were of Point Comfort hotel
on Mayne Island, which her grandparents, the Maudes
owned for a number of years. Life on the Islands involved
sailing regattas and trips, tennis games, and social gatherings
with friends and family.
Shortly before Margo’s 7th birthday the Payne family
moved to Oak Bay but returned to Saturna and Mayne for
summers. Margo moved around amongst the family homes
depending on schooling options. She also spent time on
South Pender where she first met her future husband, W B
(Kelly) Irving, grandson of Arthur and Lilias Spalding.
Within a couple of years the Paynes moved to All Bay in
Sidney. Margo and her sister Dora attended boarding school
in Vancouver, leaving Margo with the desire that none of her
children would ever attend boarding schools. In 1929 Margo
graduated and then attended St Ann’s Commercial School in
Victoria. Unfortunately the Great Depression hit and jobs
became scarce. For several years Margo worked as a
governess living on the Gulf Islands, Vancouver Island and
Vancouver. One of her best jobs was working for the Bloedel
family, moving between Vancouver and Seattle, eventually
working in the Bloedel office in Port Alberni.
Margo and Kelly were seeing each other and in June 1938
were married at St Mary Magdalene Church on Mayne
Island. Soon after their marriage they moved into the
(Spalding) ‘Aunts House’ on South Pender to help on the
Spalding farm. Art Pender, Kelly’s cousin, went off to war and
Kelly joined the BC Police; it was temporary summer work at
first but after another winter on South Pender Kelly was hired
full-time. The job involved many changes of location.
During the BC Police years Margo and Kelly lived in:
Prince Rupert, Butedale, Arrandale, Chilliwack, Spuzzum,
Hazelton and Haney. In 1950 the BC Police was taken over by
the RCMP, but the constant moving continued: Kelowna,
Prince Rupert, Victoria, Prince George, Dauphin MB,
Edmonton AB and finally back to Victoria where Kel retired
as a Chief Superintendent from the RCMP in 1973.
During those 35 years of moving (sometimes living in
several homes in each town) Margo worked at being the wife
of a policeman: everything from feeding prisoners, to being
on the receiving line at the annual Government House New
Years reception, raising three kids (none of whom ever went
to boarding school), and the endless packing and unpacking.
Margo pursued art studies, painting for many years,
(including a membership in the Pender Island Art Society);
she and Kelly played golf (were early members of the Pender
Island Golf Club) and enjoyed games of poker and bridge. In
1949 they built a small log cabin near Gowlland Point which
became the site of many wonderful holidays. In the ’50s and
’60s Margo and Kel began buying wooded properties around
BC which they’d improve, sell and buy another.
Eventually they sold their property on Gowlland Point
and bought a piece at the head of Browning Harbour. Here
they had Don Grimmer and Dave Auchterlonie build the first
real home they’d ever owned. They spent their time
gardening, beachcombing and golfing. Margo was a
volunteer at the library and the Nu-to-Yu. They managed a
few longer trips but then in the 1980s Kel developed cancer,
passing away in 1986. Margo continued living in their house
until 1997 when she moved to Sidney, living in her own home
and then rest homes as her health declined.
She passed away at Saanich Peninsula Hospital on
October 7, 2007. Her only regret was she didn’t see more of
the world.
She is survived by daughter Ruth Wiren, son Robin Irving
(Gayle), and son Kelly (Sue), eight grandchildren and four
great-grandchildren.

Owl plan fatally flawed
The American Burd Conservancy says that the US
administration’s Spotted Owl Recovery Plan, which would
reduce or eliminate protection for the Northwest’s old growth
forests, has failed the scientific peer-review of all three of the
scientific societies that analyzed it. Recently, letters from 113
scientists and 23 members of Congress urged Secretary of
Interior Dirk Kempthorne to withdraw the Draft Spotted Owl
Recovery Plan.
Conservation groups are urging the US Fish and Wildlife
Service to withdraw the plan and to allow the creation of a new
recovery plan based on the best available science. If the agency
chooses not to do so, the groups are urging Congress to
intervene and require the agency to start over after appointing
an independent team of owl scientists to develop a credible plan
using the Northwest Forest Plan as a starting point.

SPP-SYLE from page 1
safety, and environmental protection. This has led to some
alternative regulatory principles:
• the absence of scientific certainty is sufficient excuse for
avoiding regulatory or other action;
• government regulators must show that a new technology or
substance must involve certain risk of major harm before
initiating any regulations;
• the hazards of any substance must be considered in the light
of the costs of mitigation and the benefits of its use; and
• no requirement that all relevant information be made
available to the regulatory body
This might generally be termed a ‘risk management’
approach, a sort of insurance company view of hazards,
combined with ‘don’t ask, don’t tell.’ Naturally, it minimizes
regulation, and new products are assumed safe until proven
otherwise.

Canada, Caught in the Middle
With the new SPP framework, Canada is caught in the middle.
But not for long; the Harper Government is clearly on the side of
minimum regulation. The combination of US pressure for
harmonization and the government’s own regulatory
philosophy, as expressed in the April 2007 ‘Cabinet Directive on
Streamlining Regulation,’ has led to a significant change in the
federal government’s approach to regulation. Existing legislation
generally authorizes the making of regulations without further
reference to parliament, so this change may be implemented by
Cabinet without amending existing Acts.
The most important change is in the more heavily weighted
consideration of the effect of any new regulation on business.
Traditionally, in Canada, the major consideration in
regulation-making has been the avoidance of damage to the
health, safety, and security of Canadians, and the environment.
While this is still number one in the federal government
objectives (it is, after all, generally the stated objective of existing
legislation), number two has become to ‘promote a fair and
competitive market economy.’ Number three is to ‘make
decisions based on evidence’ but also recognizes that ‘the
application of precaution may be necessary when there is an
absence of full scientific certainty and a risk of serious or
irreversible harm.’ (In other words, risks that nobody can
manage.)

‘Competitiveness’ Considerations
Trade looms large as a political consideration in the Directive’s
‘process requirements’ for assessing new regulatory proposals:
‘• potential impact of the regulation on health and safety,
security, the environment, and the social and economic wellbeing of Canadians;
• cost or savings to government, business, or Canadians and
the potential impact on the Canadian economy and its
international competitiveness;
• potential impact on other federal departments or agencies,
other governments in Canada, or on Canada’s foreign affairs;
and
• degree of interest, contention, and support among affected
parties and Canadians.’
Note the phrase ‘international competitiveness’—a race to the
bottom?

Where All This is Going? The Race To
The Bottom
The pressure for harmonization and the current Canadian
government’s predilection to favour corporate interests leads
towards a North American ‘wish list’ for health, safety,
environmental, and non-renewable resource regulations, as
follows:
1. Entrench trade and commerce promotion—as opposed to
health and safety protection—as the primary consideration
before regulating;
2. Regulations should ‘impose least possible cost on business’
and be ‘not more trade restrictive than necessary’ (also as found
in the TILMA);
3. Increase the onus on the regulator to prove the need for
regulations;
4. Protect the regulator from liability for bad decisions, so
that there is no accountability for government;
5. Reduce the onus on the corporation to prove the product is
safe (thus rejecting the ‘reverse onus’ of the precautionary
principle);
6. Protect corporations from liability for damage provided
they meet regulations, so that there is no accountability for
corporations;
7. Consistency with WTO and NAFTA;
8. ‘Seamless’ provincial, territorial, federal and international
regulations with the likely outcome being the national adoption
of the weakest rules;
9. Speed the approval of new products so they can get to
market faster (a new priority); and
10. Rely on voluntary measures and industry-based
performance targets instead of enforceable standards.
SPP-STYLE, please turn to next page
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
ll these gold leaves are the last huzzah
before the cold sog of winter arrives.
There is always a little ‘bad attitude’ on
my part about a winter coming on—surly you
might say! After the equinox so much of 24/7 is
dark—sunrise is already at about 8am! I am
surprised each year how quickly the light fades.
That said, Tuesday, October 23 was the
warmest since 1992—almost 70ºF.
Spring, summer and fall are such an
ongoing entertainment. Wet, dark winter is
time for contemplation and incubating—with
some good walks and parties thrown in, and
perhaps an adventure in a foreign land!
Saturna Arts and Concerts Society’s first
concert, ‘John Reischman and the Jaybirds,’
took off like a rocket. Five energetic
musicians—on mandolin, guitar, banjo, bass,
fiddle and vocal harmonies—swept in and out
of the spotlight, taking the songs to new places
and bringing them back again to touch the
refrains. The hall was full, with kids laid out on
sofa pillows in the lounge together with the
overflow audience from the main hall.
Bluegrass is the descriptive title of what this
group plays, sings and writes. The group had
lovely riffs of humour as they introduced
themselves, their instruments or put the next
piece in context. The group’s members has
been together for seven years. They have
recorded solo, with other partners and now as
the Jaybirds; at intermission there was a table
loaded with CDs. Islanders had a really good
time and expressed appreciation all round.

A

Remembering Charlie
Campbell
A celebration of the life of Charlie Campbell was
held at the Community Hall on October 18.
About 100 people came to honor Charlie, visit
with the family, and listen to dear friends
sharing their experiences and memories of a
very interesting life.
Charlie was 93 when he died. Politically, he
was an active participant in his time and he
witnessed a lot of this young country’s history.
(A obituary appeared in Island Tides on
September 20 and can be viewed online at
www.islandtides.com, in the back issues
section.)
Charlie’s son, Jock, said that Charlie as well
as being in the forefront of intellectual
discussion and action in various fields of
endeavor ‘loved a lot of small things:’ roses (a
climbing Sutter’s Gold in particular), daffodils,
the west facing view from sister-in-law
Lorraine Campbell’s farmhouse kitchen
window. Charlie’s children, stepdaughters,
Janet and Joanna, son Jock and granddaughter
Callie, were a rich part of Charlie’s life.
Jock wrote in his opening comments that
‘Saturna has the values of community and
family that Charlie cherished—he was never
more at home.’
Gifts prepared for guests and family were
individual bags of daffodil bulbs and some
bonemeal—to commemorate a friend who
loved and cared on large and small scale. It was
a wonderful celebration, full of stories and
surprises for each of us. Ian Middleditch,
summed it up beautifully, ‘We should all have
such a wonderful life!’
Lindy Furlonger is organizing our
wonderful Christmas Craft Fair again on
November 24th, for details see ‘What’s On?’
Last year, a big hit with shoppers were the
gorgeous coffee table books the Library had
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collected from the year’s donated books.
Keeping up with the tradition, Christmas
Candlelight Dinner tickets, for a sit-down
turkey dinner with fellow Islanders, will be on
sale at 11am sharp.

Christmas Bird Count
This year will be the 108th Christmas Bird
Count which takes place in over 1,800 localities
across Canada, the US and Latin America. The
objective is to count the wintering bird
population to chart abundance, distribution
and changes in population over time.
Just to get you birding naturalists thinking
and organized, Saturday, December 15 is the
day of the Saturna count. Participants are
needed to cover all parts of our island as well as
individuals who could spend time identifying
and counting birds at their bird feeders. A
potluck supper with compilation of sighting
results will take place. Several Saturna
Islanders have done this count for years and
more Islanders are enjoying participating. This
year’s coordinator is again Ilka Olsen. Please
contact her at 539-9920 or aiolsen@telus.net.

History Book Signing
Tuesday, Oct 23, Gloria Manzano and Bill
Schermbrucker invited the community down to
the Pub for a book signing of the latest of
Saturna Community Club’s oral histories
‘Bonded to an Island.’ Gloria’s family—four
generations of Saturna Islanders spanning 118
years—has a wonderful wealth of photos of its
members and of Saturna scenes. Gloria’s
maternal grandmother was the first ‘white’
woman born on Saturna. She was born at East
Point Lighthouse. Her great grandparents
immigrated from the Shetland Islands arriving
at the light station in 1889. Bill’s interviews
with Gloria focus on her life as it has unfolded
on this Island, peopled by many of her
immediate ancestors. This oral history is the
third in a series that Bill has done for the Island.
The Gulf Islands are so closely linked that
books like this add to our common
comprehension of our roots. Knowing who we
are is a very powerful aspect of wisdom.
Jim and Lorraine Campbell, Judy Tipple,
John Robertson, James Denham Gloria’s Dad,
Sandi Crowley, Trevor Smith, Marie Elliot from
Mayne Island and, of course, Sharon
Schermbrucker received thanks for their
volunteer efforts in bringing this book to
fruition. Many thanks to Bill and to Gloria for
putting together this piece of history. After
publication costs, the profits will be donated to
the ambulance building fund.

Pender Trust loses STVR case
In a Supreme Court judgment on September
26, Mr Justice Hinkson ruled against the
Pender Island Local Trust Committee, which
had sought an injunction on July 31 to prevent
Bob Conconi for renting out houses and
cottages to short term vacationers. Conconi’s
vacation rentals ranged from a few days to a
couple of weeks, on his 34-acre property, ‘The
Timbers Resort.’
The decision cited vague provisions in the
original land use bylaw, and ambiguous
provisions in the current one.
Conconi constructed three houses and three
cottages on his property (zoned Rural 1)
between 1996 and 2000, at a time when bylaws
on short term vacation rentals were in flux. The
buildings were constructed under a section of
the original Land Use Bylaw #5 which
permitted one house and one cottage per ten
acres of large Rural parcels, provided that a
covenant was in place prohibiting any further
building.
Conconi states that he had discussed with
the trustees of the time his intentions to use the
buildings as short term vacation rentals, and
had not anticipated any problems. Then
trustee, Joy Ridley confirms this. Bylaw #5 did
not clearly differentiate between ‘cottages’ and

Don’t fall back too soon
Daylight saving time is ending one week later than usual, on Saturday, November 3. BC Attorney
General Wally Oppal commented that, ‘The extra four weeks of daylight saving time we enjoy each
year will ensure that British Columbia remains synchronized with other Canadian provinces and
our biggest trading partner, the United States.’
Apart, that is, from having 4-1/2 time zones across the country.
Even in BC there are exceptions! Some areas have historically chosen to observe different time
zones. The Peace River region does not observe daylight saving time. The East Kootenay region
observes the Mountain Time zone and will continue to synchronize its clocks with Alberta.
The provincial regulation changing the period during which British Columbia observes daylight
saving time was approved in 2006.
For most of BC, daylight saving time will begin again on its new earlier spring date, March 9. ✐
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New House Tour
Patti Fraba and Brian Haley invited the
Community to a BBQ and house tour last
Saturday to celebrate the successful completion
of their Islander-built home with the
community. A large banner in the entryway
thanked the many hands that had built their
home and listed everyone’s name. Many people
commented, with humour, that building a
house together or doing renovations is a
traditional way to end relationships, so it was a
lovely surprise that Patti and Brian, who met on
Saturna, chose to unite their abilities and
friendship in marriage at the completion of the
home that they planned together.
Contractor, Lester Bomford, was justifiably
proud of the outcome and humble, also, as it
was an educational stretching of his previous
skills and experience, as is any good project. ✐

‘commercial guest accommodation units.’
In September, 1999, a new Land Use Bylaw
#105 distinguished ‘cottages’ from ‘commercial
guest accommodation units,’ and included a
clause forbidding the rental of cottages or
dwellings for periods of less than 30 days. The
intent of this clause was clear: to limit
commercial guest accommodation to
commercial zones. However, the Bylaw was
amended in April 2000 by Trustees Wayne
Wright and Em Round to remove this clause . It
was then not clear whether such short term
rentals were specifically permitted in all zones,
and much of the discussion in the judgment
revolved around the ambiguity of wording in
the bylaw.
It would now appear that rentals are
allowed, and the Pender Islands Vacation
Accommodation Association estimates that
there are some 65 rentable houses and cottages
on the Island. Justice Hinkson, in interpreting
the bylaws, remarked that their purpose was
difficult to determine in the absence of specific
statements of intent.
In the Islands Trust, the intent of Land Use
Bylaws is often dependent on the relevant
sections of Official Community Plans, but his
judgment did not refer to the OCPs. ✐
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SPP-STYLE from page 2

Chemical Harmonization
As the NACC said: ‘The lists contained in the
Canadian Domestic Substances List (DSL) and
the US Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA)
differ and prevent some US products from
being sold in Canada.’
At Montebello, a sub-agreement on
chemical regulation was signed. It was posted
on the US SPP website, (but not on the
Canadian one). Chemicals may well be the first
area to be ‘harmonized’ under the new
Cooperation Agreement.
The sub-agreement commits the three
NAFTA countries to harmonizing chemicals

regulation in testing, research, information
gathering, assessment, and risk management,
as much as possible, by 2012.
Finally, the SPP cooperation agreement
calls for North America to speak with one voice
at international meetings dealing with
regulation. This may arise from the long-term
opposition of the US chemical industry to the
European Union ‘REACH’ standards, which
are much stricter than the US regulations, and
of course apply to US chemicals exported to
Europe. The US claim that REACH is an illegal
barrier to trade. They would like to have some
backup. ✐
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Readers’ Letters
Galiano Same Size As Manhattan

Reject The ‘Boiled Frog Plan’

Dear Editor:
Thank you for your efforts in helping us work to save our island.
We are not the only community at risk, only one of the first.
Living a few short kilometers from one of the fastest growing
metropolitan areas in North America is sure to doom us all to
relentless pressures for development.
Galiano is very nearly the same size and shape as Manhattan.
There is a little more water between us and the mainland but
technology has changed a lot on 200 years. Again, thank you.
Michael Durkos, Galiano Island

Dear Editor:
We are the first generation of human beings since the ice age to
take a front seat in viewing extreme climate shift. The longer we
remain idle bystanders the faster the chaotic acceleration and
the fewer exit doors remain to escape it—witness southern
California today. For the 1,000,000 ‘climate refugees’ who
evacuating their homes in California, it has become a matter of
immediate survival; a life or death proposition in the face of
hurricane-gust winds fanning catastrophic wildfire flames
through a drought-stricken landscape.
So what on earth can we Canadians do? Firstly, vote smart.
The Stephen Harper Conservative termination of Kyoto will
surely help terminate us all, if we permit these climate change
deniers to rule with, heavens forbid, a majority government.
The George Bush-Stephen Harper plan for global warming is
nothing more than a national ‘boiled frog’ plan (a frog in a slowly
heated pot of water will not leap from it—until it’s too late to
escape). It is vital to send the Tory dinosaurs packing from
parliament.
Let’s make The Harper Conservatives Canada’s only climate
refugees. Utah Phillips said, ‘The earth is not dying, it is being
killed. And the people who are killing it have names and
addresses.’
Howard Breen, Gabriola Island

‘As I see It’
Dear Editor:
I wonder, are the good folks of Pender Island no longer paying
their taxes? If they are, perhaps there should be a mass
moratorium on doing so.
I was down from Barriere on the weekend of 20th October to
help my mentor, Earl Hastings celebrate his 92nd birthday (a
good time was had by all).
Whilst there, I drove about visiting old friends. What
impressed me most was the really bad condition of the
sideroads: the chute, Medicine Beach, and South Otter Bay roads
are all in terrible shape, as apparently are all the rest. The
Minister of Highways could be well advised to tear up these
obviously badly applied sealcoat jobs and redo them all—or just
leave them gravel and grade them regularly.
Also, how about some lines on the main roads through Magic
Lake Estates? It’s deadly driving those roads after dark in the
rain and meeting another vehicle on one of the many curves or
at the crest of a hill.
It’s difficult to understand the lack of concern for public
safety by the Ministry of Highways. In my opinion the whole
works has gone downhill since privatization of maintenance. In
fact the same condition prevails in much of rural BC.
Once a Gulf Islander, always a Gulf Islander,
Bob George, Barriere

Ferries Do Have Watertight
Compartments, But With Doors

Dear Editor:
Early in September, Mark Butler of Westpac LNG Corp replied
to a concerned citizen on Texada Island regarding our local ferry.
The writer was concerned about the exclusion zone around
the tanker as it unloads its cargo and the possible disruption to
our service as our ferry route is within that zone. How would it
disrupt our service, what happens in the case of an emergency
ambulance sailing, what happens in the instance of a natural or
man-made disaster? Mr Butler was unable to answer except to
say there had been some preliminary discussions with BC
Ferries.
On September 14, at the annual general meeting of the BC
Ferry Authority and BC Ferry Services Inc, our Texada
representative, Ken Barton, questioned Mr Hahn, president of
BC Ferries, on the preliminary discussions between his
corporation and Westpac. Mr Hahn was unaware of any
consultation.
Now memories can be sketchy, but something seems a trifle
amiss. How is the possibility of large tanker traffic in the Strait of
Georgia going to affect all BC Ferry routes from Victoria to
Courtenay and the Blackball ferry to Port Angeles?
When it is so difficult to coordinate interconnecting ferries, it
must be a virtual nightmare to factor in large tankers.
What is the story here?
Leslie Goresky, Texada Island

Dear Editor:
First I would like to say thank you for your excellent newspaper,
it’s arrival has become an event in our office here on Gabriola.
Your coverage of the truly important issues for Gulf Islanders
and everyone on the BC coast is second to none.
I did note some misinformation on the front page of your
current issue. In the ‘New information will delay Q of N report’
your last paragraph mentions, ‘it was expected that the report
would comment on the safety of ferries without watertight
bulkheads separating hull compartments. Besides Queen of the
North, the Queen of Prince Rupert and the Queen of Chilliwack,
both of which operate on the north coast, have single
compartment hulls.’
Please be assured that all Transport Canada (TC) inspected
passenger vessels (of any size) operating in Canada have some
transverse watertight bulkheads. The exact number of watertight
bulkheads depends on vessel design and size. According to
published drawings of the Queen of the North, she has 12
transverse watertight bulkheads which extend up to the main car
deck. The drawings are available on the BC Ferries
www.bcferries.com/about/qnorthdivisionalinquiry.html. Note
that some of these watertight bulkheads do have watertight
doors in them. The position of each of those doors, open or
closed, would have huge import in the event of flooding.
I believe the confusion concerning watertight bulkheads
originates with the ‘single compartment’ statement. When a
Naval Architect refers to a vessel as a ‘single compartment ship’
he or she is stating that the vessel has sufficient reserve stability
to resist capsize and sinking with any one of her watertight
compartments flooded. This assessment is done while taking
into consideration various loading conditions. Generally the
worst condition (least stable), is when the vessel is light on fuel
and carrying maximum passengers and cars. In this condition
the vessel still must meet or exceed Transport Canada’s stability
requirements for damaged (one compartment totally flooded)
stability. So ‘single compartment’ refers to the vessel’s reserve
stability, not to her structural design.
An inquiry into the conditions under which ferries of ‘single
compartment’ design should be allowed would be valid, also the
question as to whether watertight doors should be allowed.
Some of this issue is already being addressed with the recent
adoption by Transport Canada of ‘TP10943E (2007), Passenger
Vessel Operations & Damaged Stability Standards.’ This brings
Canadian damaged stability requirements in line with recent
amendments to the International Convention for the Safety of
Life at Sea (SOLAS).
Tad Roberts, Gabriola Island

CARBON TAX from page 1
carbon tax is the best way to achieve this important goal.’
A carbon tax has been successfully working for more than a
decade in oil-rich Norway, whose population is similar to that of
British Columbia. Closer to home, last week the Canadian
Council of Chief Executives called for a strategy that produces
real reductions in greenhouse gases, and an introductory carbon
tax was implemented in Quebec upon its energy firms.
‘Rather than hurting BC’s economy, a carbon tax would lead
to increased efficiency of our corporations, thereby giving our
companies an international competitive advantage,’ explained

Kettlewell. ‘Quebec has shown that it is progressive enough to
introduce a carbon tax, but my question to Premier Campbell is
whether his government is truly as progressive as its recent
‘green’ rhetoric has been. It’s time for British Columbia to
become a genuine leader in the fight against climate change, and
there’s never been a more opportune time to take action than
now.’
The video of BC Green Party leadership candidate Damian
Kettlewell interviewing SFU professor Mark Jaccard can be
viewed online at youtube.com/watch?v=Q-5YsCFBGfw. ✐

How Did This Happen?
Dear Editor:
As a disinterested (neutral) observer on the big island, I cannot
believe that anyone elected as a trustee to the Islands Trust could
possibly support bylaws #197, #198, currently being
contemplated on Galiano.
It would appear to me that these individuals have entirely
abandoned their adherence to the whole concept of the Islands
Trust Act, in favour of (as various letter-writers declare) a mere
8% of the population who stand to gain enormously at the
expense of the Galiano population as a whole. How can the
electors of the Island have placed their faith in these people?
Bryce Kendrick , Sidney-by-the-Sea

Who’s Not Telling Who?
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‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT • $31.80 • With image $37.10 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42.40 • With image $47.70 (max 70 words)

Thurs, Nov 1 & 15, Sat Nov 10
Pender Film Group Screenings: THUR 1: Everything’s Gone
Green (2006)—Vancouverite Ryan, a good-natured slacker, is
tempted into a money laundering scheme; SAT 10: Sicko (2007)—
Michael Moore investigates the American healthcare system;
THURS 15: Paris, Je T’aime (2006)—16 celebrated directors from
around the world portray love, and Paris • Community Hall•
7:30pm • Admission by donation • ON PENDER ISLAND

Thurs, Nov 1 to Wed, Nov 28
Gulf Islands Drop-In Influenza (Flu) Clinics—no
appointment necessary for residents 65 and older, and all others
eligible for the free influenza vaccine • PENDER: Tues, Nov 13 &
27, 10am–2pm, Parish Hall; GALIANO: Tues, Nov 6,
1:30–4:30pm & Wed, Nov 21, 2:30–4:30pm, Lion’s Hall; MAYNE:
Wed, Nov 14 & 28, 1:30–3:30pm, Community Activity Centre;
SALT SPRING: Thurs, Nov 1, 10am–n00n and 1–3pm & Thurs,
Nov 8, 10am–n00n and 1–3pm, Lady Minto Meeting Room (for
info or to book child immunization, 250-538-4880); SATURNA:
Mon, Nov 26, 11:15am–3pm, Community Hall • Info: about
eligibility, please call 539-3099 • ON PENDER, GALIANO,
MAYNE & SALT SPRING & SATURNA ISLANDS

Friday to Sunday, Nov 2 to 4
18th Annual Nanaimo Professional Craft Fair—one-of-akind gifts by BC artisans, lunch &
refreshments available, hourly door prizes &
grand door prize of home theatre system •
2300 Bowen Road, Beban Park Centre • FRI:
12–8pm,
SAT: 10am–5pm,
SUN:
10am–4pm • Admission: $3 (unlimited reentry), $1 off one admission with this ad •
Info: 250-758-6545, 250-758-3989 • IN
NANAIMO

Tuesday, November 6
‘An Evening of Romantic & Classical Ballet’—set to the
music of Brahms, Bach and Tchaikovsky, presented by Canadian
Pacific Ballet • Artspring Theatre, Ganges • 7pm • Tickets: $45 &
$37, call: 1-250-537-2102 • Info: www.canadianpacificballet.org •
ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, November 10
Fun-filled auction
fund-raiser for the
Galiano Library New
Building Program; MC Senator Larry Campbell; bid for paintings
by Elisabeth Hopkins, wine-tasting with Jurgen Gothe, ceramics,
photographs, crafts and paintings by local artists, nature walks,
getaways; dress up and drop in! • South Community Hall • 7pm,
Preview 3–5pm • Admission: $10 adults, children free, at the
door • Info: Google ‘Galiano Library,’ then follow directions • ON
GALIANO ISLAND

Sat, Nov 10 to Sat, Nov 24
‘Dali and Friends on Pender’— a major
exhibition of modern art; over 40 works of
art by Salvador Dali and his contemporaries
• Renaissance Studio, 3302 Port
Washington Road • Daily 11am-5pm;
Opening on Saturday, Nov 10, 3-7pm,
refreshments • Info: Jan & Milada Huk
250-629-3070 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, November 10
Bob Murphy on Piano and Monik Nordine on Sax—Salt
Spring Island Jazz & Blues Society presents a wonderful evening of
mainstream jazz • All Saints-by-the Sea • 8pm • Admission: $15
members with cards, $18 general, $5 youth• Info: Monik Nordine
537 7535 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, November 10
Saturna Arts & Concerts Society
presents ‘Joe Trio’—not your average
piano trio, their repertoire, including
classics (Haydn to Shostakovich), new
works by contemporary composers and
popular, jazz and folk tunes, is served up
with
a
dash
of
humour
and
unpredictability • Community Hall • 7:30pm • Admission $20 •
ON SATURNA ISLAND

Sat, Sun & Mon, Nov 10, 11 & 12
Remembrance Day Weekend Family Fun Swims-enjoy the
wavepool, waterslide, pirate ship, toddler pool, family
changerooms, steam, sauna, swirlpool, and diving boards • SAT: 14pm, 6:30-8:30pm; SUN: 10-noon, 1-4pm; MON: 1-4pm, 6:308:30pm • 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak
Exit) • Info: 24-hour swim info-line 250-475-7620 • IN SAANICH

Sunday, November 11
Pender Islands Lions Club Remembrance Day Pancake
Breakfast—after a hearty pancake & sausage breakfast you’ll
have plenty of time to make it to the Royal Canadian Legion
Cenotaph (Mackinnon Road) for the 11am service • Memories
Restaurant • 8-10am • Admission: Adults $5, Children (12 &
under) $2.50 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Sunday, November 11
Galiano Concerts’ presents
Joe Trio Virtuoso Piano—
diversity, versatility, more than a
little
humour
and
unpredictability; from Papa
Haydn to Uncle Shostakovich;
and original arrangements of
popular, jazz and rock tunes •
South Galiano Community Hall •
7:30pm • Tickets: $25 at Galiano Island Books or at the door • ON
GALIANO ISLAND

T

Galiano Players present ‘In the Beginning’ The Musical!
—a crazy tribute to all those everyday folk who didn’t make it into
the Good Book!• GALIANO SOUTH COMMUNITY HALL: Nov 15,
7:30pm (pay as you can); Nov 16 & 17, 7:30pm, $15; Nov 17,
2:30pm matinee, $10; Tickets @ Galiano Books, Galiano Twirly
Tree or Susanne 250-539-2911; CHARLIE WHITE THEATRE: Mary
Winspear Centre, Sidney, Nov 20, 7.30pm, Tickets $16 @ Box
Office 250-656-0275 • ON GALIANO ISLAND & IN SIDNEY

Sat & Sun, November 17 & 18

OSBORNE
ELECTRO-MECHANICS LTD.

PUMPS • MOTORS • FANS
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS
Dan Osborne, President
Grant Blandford, Sales

Ph: 250-386-3381

Fax: 250-386-3382

107-2740 Bridge Street, Victoria V8T 5C5

Those who enjoy reading early historical
fiction, may not be familiar with the works
of Simon Scarrow, who has written six very
readable books. The series focuses on the
Roman invasion of Britain in 44AD, and is
constructed within a knowledgeable
framework of life at that time. Scarrow, an
English writer, is well-known in Britain
and is only recently becoming popular in
Canada.
Scarrow’s particular interest is the
Roman army and its chain of command, and each book has a
simple chart that shows how the army worked, from General
Aulus Plautius down to the common legionary. His first book,
Under the Eagle, introduces two fascinating, and dissimilar
characters: Centurion Macro and his Optio, Cato. Macro is a
stocky, crude, tough, but likeable soldier, who is very
experienced and in charge of a Century of eighty men. Cato is
young, tall, thin, determined, and educated. At the start of the
story he is experiencing what it is like to be Cato’s second in
command, and his problems are compounded by the fact that he
was previously in the royal palace in Rome, and has been
catapulted into this promotion due to the influence of his late
father, and in spite of his lack of military knowledge.
Each book takes off where the previous one finished, but they
are written in such a way that the stories can be enjoyed
FIRESIDE READING, please turn to page 7
Robert Jackson
250-337-5309
C R A F T

A LUMINUM BOA T BUILDING
www.jaxoncraft.com • Comox, BC

Agricultural Association Annual Christmas Craft Fair—
40-plus vendors, crafts and home-made specialty items, photos
with Santa, music, full kitchen by Anna • Community Hall, 2200
South Road • SAT: 10am–4pm, SUN: 11am–3pm • Admission free,
donation to food bank welcomed • Info: Stan McRae 250-2479316 • ON GABRIOLA ISLAND

SALT SPRING
ISLAND PARKS
& RECREATION
COMMISSION

Sat & Sun, November 17 & 18
Pender Islands Community Hall Christmas Craft Fair—
local gifts, culinary delights; healthy lunch; door prizes •
Community Hall • SAT: 10am–4pm, SUN: 12am–4pm •
Admission: $5, under 12 free • Info: 250-629-3669 • ON
PENDER ISLAND

PROMOTE YOUR EVENT!
islandtides@islandtides.com 250-629-3660

Environment. (Since the two barges lay between high and low
tide marks, they were on provincial Crown lands.) No action

Applications are being received from persons
interested in serving as a member of the
PARC Commission.
Terms begin January 2008.
Application forms are available by email from
parc@saltspring.com or from the PARC office
from Monday to Friday, 8:30am - 4:30pm.
Phone 250-537-4448 for more information.
Please submit your application no later than
November 9, 2007 to:
PARC, 145 Vesuvius Bay Road
Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 1K3
Or by email to: parc@saltspring.com

THE ART & CRAFT OF SHELTER
AUTHENTIC PRE-CRAFTED HOME PACKAGES...
OF THE UTMOST QUALITY.

Teredos Triumph
The story is a long one, starting with the dreams of Ronae
Theabeau, who beached the sinking Willow Lane on the isthmus
between Parker Island and Little Parker Island, in 1984.
Nothing daunted, in 1993 Theabeau bought a second barge,
originally the Granville Island Barge, and towed it to the same
site, advertising it as an ‘adventure’ resort. The business was
unsuccessful, and he lived aboard the barge until 1997 while it,
too, sank gradually into the mud. Parts of both barges, and
miscellaneous debris collected by Theabeau, continued to break
off from time to time and were observed floating in Trincomali
Channel and the Strait of Georgia.
The first contact with government seems to have been in
1994, when a spokesperson for the Parker Island Residents
Association approached the provincial Ministry of the

A Winter’s Fireside
Reading ~ Barry Mathias

Thurs–Sat, Nov 15, 16, 17 & Tues Nov 20

Abandoned dreams cleaned up at last
he barges at Parker Island have finally been removed,
after thirteen years of gradual rot and teredo-feasting,
accompanied by a veritable ballet of buck-passing by every
possible government department. The removal was finally
accomplished by the BC Transmission Corporation, as part of
their environmental clean-up associated with the replacement of
the old HVDC electrical transmission lines across Galiano and
Parker Islands.
Parker Island is about 400 acres, a long thin ridge of land
which shelters the west side of Montague Harbour off Galiano
Island. It has few permanent residents, but a number of seasonal
dwellings; it can be accessed only by private boat.
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‘The rotting ‘Granville Island Barge’ a sad comedown for Vancouver’s human potential movement
icon of the ’70 and ’80s.
resulted until further letters to the Federal Receiver of Wrecks in
1995 led to the Ministry posting a notice which gave the barge
owner 60 days to remove the barges, or they would be removed
by the ministry, provided approval could be obtained from the
federal Ministries of Fisheries and the Environment.
BARGES, please turn to page 7

1 800 655 5574
WWW.PRECRAFTEDHOMES.COM
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‘On the Cariboo Trial’—Example of a Campaign to Save A Species ~ Wildsight
he Mountain Caribou Project’s campaign to protect
mountain caribou began six years ago. Since then many
thousands of people have been involved in the fight to see
this amazing animal receive the habitat protection it needs to
survive. Here are some of the long campaign’s highlights as listed
by Wildsight a BC NGO that works to protect biodiversity and
sustainability.
October 2001 - Over 80 US and Canadian environmental
organizations sign onto an Emergency Resolution calling for a
moratorium on logging and motorized recreation in mountain
caribou habitat.
October 2002 - BC government releases Mountain Caribou
Recovery Strategy, but it includes no mandate for action.
Environmental groups release their own ‘Emergency Recovery
Plan.’
Fall 2002 - Multi-stakeholder ‘Recovery Implementation
Groups’ formed for North, North Kootenay, and South
Kootenay.
May 2003 - Mountain Caribou Project formed.
February 2004 - BC government releases management
plan for the southern herds. Mountain Caribou Project pans the
proposal and organizes over 10,000 faxes to government.
April 2004 - Demonstrators wearing mountain caribou
antlers educate the public and consulate employees outside the
Canadian Consulate in Seattle about the clear-cutting of
endangered species habitat in BC.
September 2004 - BC’s watchdog Forest Practices Board
releases ‘BC’s Mountain Caribou: Last Chance for Conservation?
Seminal report warns: ‘The substantial and continuing decline in
the mountain caribou population is serious and requires urgent
government attention.’ ForestEthics is quoted in Vancouver Sun
calling for moratorium on logging in mountain caribou until
recovery areas can be mapped and protected.
October 2004 - BC appoints a Species at Risk Coordinator
and charges him with ‘fast-tracking’ recovery for mountain
caribou, spotted owl and marbled murrelet. Environmental
groups are skeptical, given the initiative's small budget of
$800,000.
January 2005 - Government strikes expert science team to
guide mountain caribou recovery planning under the direction of
the Species at Risk Coordinator. Mountain Caribou Project
opens lines of communication with Coordinator and science
team members.
May 2005 - Mountain Caribou Project releases ‘Staring at
Extinction,’ a comprehensive report that details amounts of
planning logging in mountain caribou habitat by company, and
identifies the government’s own BC Timber Sales program as the

T

third-largest logger of mountain caribou habitat. West Fraser
Timber emerges as by far the largest. Vancouver Sun runs a fullpage story on the report and its findings.
June 2005 - ForestEthics organizes a large demonstration
and street party outside ‘Summit 2005’, the world's largest timber
industry gathering, in Vancouver. Hundreds of people gather,
most of them wearing caribou antlers, to demand more forest
protection and a shift to ecosystem-based logging practices for all
of Canada’s endangered forests and endangered species habitat.
June 2005 - Species at Risk Coordination Office formed.
August 2005 - After three years of multi-stakeholder
meetings, the Northern Recovery Implementation Group
completes its report. The report identifies both critical core and
critical matrix habitat, and makes specific protection
recommendations. (North Kootenay and South Kootenay RIGS
are suspended in June 2005.)
April 2006 - ForestEthics and allies rally at the Edmonton
AGM of West Fraser Timber, the largest logger of caribou
habitat. ForestEthics releases a look-alike West Fraser annual
report, calling out the company for its unsustainable practices.
May 2006 - At a major mountain caribou conference in
Revelstoke, BC, Mountain Caribou Project members and allies
drop a banner that asks if the BC government, host of the 2010
Olympic Winter Gamers, is ‘Going for Gold in Extinction,’ given
repeated delays in caribou recovery action.
September 2006 - Frustrated at ongoing delays, Mountain
Caribou Project and the Wilderness Committee release a map
showing the habitat identified by the government’s mountain
caribou science team, and calling for it all to be protected.
October 2006 - Minister Bell makes announcement on
caribou recovery, asserts that no more habitat needs to be
protected and that caribou can be recovered through predator
control. Recovery plan also contemplates writing off some of the
smaller herds. Mountain Caribou Project urges Bell to stick to the
science and protect habitat.
November 2006 - Mountain Caribou Project launches
billboard and bus shelter advertisements asking ‘Happily Ever
After or Once Upon a Time: Which Story Will BC Tell?’ The ads
are placed around the legislature in Victoria, while billboards go
up near Minister Bell’s riding office in Prince George and at key
ferry terminals.
December 2006 - Victoria’s Secret, a clothing company,
announces it will no longer purchase pulp that originates in
caribou habitat for its catalogues, and will no longer purchase pulp
from West Fraser.
December 2006 - An appeal call for BC to protect ‘Santa’s
reindeer.’ Grade 7 and 8 students from W E Graham Community

School in Slocan, BC sing their own ‘caribou carol’ and post the
video to YouTube.
January 2007 - BC government begins public consultation
on its draft recovery plan. ForestEthics releases new poll that
shows 86% of British Columbians say they want the government to
protect the animal’s habitat from logging and other industrial uses.
February 2007 - At the end of the public comment period,
the Mountain Caribou Project announces that government has
received a flood of mountain caribou ‘fan mail’—at least 12,000
messages from BC and beyond.
March 2007 - ForestEthics and Wildsight, representing the
Mountain Caribou Project, meet with Minister Bell. They are
accompanied by the environmental vice-president of Victoria’s
Secret, who explains why his company has stopped buying
products that originate in caribou habitat.
April 2007 - ForestEthics releases a video that ‘flies’ viewers
over West Fraser’s operations in endangered caribou habitat in
BC and Alberta, using Google Earth technology. Tony Parsons
and Global TV run a major feature story on the video and the
mountain caribou issue.
May 2007 -ForestEthics and Simon Fraser University host a
well-attended forum in Vancouver. Leading scientific, academic
and environmental experts, including the head of the
government’s mountain caribou science team, paint a tough
future for BC’s mountain caribou if the provincial government
does not take action to safeguard remaining caribou herds.
June 2007 - ForestEthics releases new analysis showing
that the fate of 21 endangered species is tied to that of mountain
caribou. The caribou shares its range with at least 21 other at-risk
species, including wolverine, grizzly bear, peregrine falcon, cutthroat trout and a host of rare insects.
July 2007 - ‘Summer of the Caribou:’ Canvassers fan out
across the province to sign up thousands of new caribou
supporters in advance of anticipated major government
announcement.
July 2007 - Close to 700 businesses, 80% of them American,
sign a letter urging Premier Gordon Campbell to ensure greater
habitat protection for BC’s endangered mountain caribou.
Signatories range from architects to insurance companies to
guitar manufacturers, and include cosmetics giant Aveda.
August 2007 - At a ‘green carpet’ premiere screening of the
film The 11th Hour celebrities, including film star Marlee Maitlin,
sign postcards to the BC government asking for caribou
protection. The Vancouver Sun runs a front-page photo of
Marlee signing her card.
October 2007 - Over 2,500 postcards linking protection of
mountain caribou habitat to the province’s fight against climate
change are delivered to Agriculture and Lands Minister Pat Bell. ✐
VINEYARD from page 1
The Panel noted that the Deverells had questioned Mr Watt
about his intentions very early in the stages of logging, ditching,
and terracing the land, in late 2001 and the spring of 2002. After
the Deverells initiated a formal Complaint, the board assigned
David Tattam to investigate. He noted that the drainage
handling provisions made on the Morning Bay property were
not adequate, and made several recommendations, which were
not carried out.
First, the Panel concluded that the Complainants—the
Deverells—were legitimately aggrieved by the effects of Morning
Bay’s operations. Their second task was then to determine
whether Morning Bay’s operations fell under the definition of
‘normal farm practices.’ If so, the Deverell’s complaint would
have been dismissed.
The Panel, however, concluded that ‘normal farm practice’
included consideration of the effects on neighbouring
properties. The Panel defined the practices to be examined as
those employed in ‘the actual development and siting of the
vineyard on a steep slope, the removal of all natural vegetation,
and the subsequent terracing…’
However, the Panel declined to extend its jurisdiction to the
siting of the vineyard, despite the allegation that it was not
‘normal farm practice’ to build a vineyard in such a location. The
vineyard was within the Agricultural Land Reserve, said the
Panel, and it said that the wisdom of siting the vineyard on such
a steep slope in an environmentally sensitive area was a matter
for local government. (It should be noted that the North Pender
Local Trust Committee has recently passed a new OCP that
specifically identifies environmentally sensitive areas as
requiring Development Permits.)
The Panel also declined to comment on whether, in fact, the
vineyard was economically viable, or whether its costs were
required to be subsidized by winery sales.

Water Control

Every added fruit or veggie is a good move.
Eating just one extra fruit or veggie a day can improve your health. It’s easier than you think.
Simple tips for better health are available through ActNow BC, a provincial government program
to help families live healthier lives through improved nutrition and increased physical activity.

For tips and recipes, visit www.actnowbc.ca

Expert testimony at the hearing supported the idea that
increasing surface and sub-surface water in Tekla Deverell’s
garden was the result of Morning Bay’s stripping the
neighbouring slope of its natural vegetation. Mr Watt, however,
denied this, and accused witnesses called by the Deverells as
biased and previously on record as being opposed to his winery
development.
The Panel, however, agreed that Morning Bay ‘has negatively
impacted’ on the Deverells’ drainage issues, and that this has had
a ‘detrimental impact’ on the viability of the Deverell market
garden. They note that Mr Watt’s own consultants had warned of
this and advised him to carry out an ‘integrated water
management plan,’ which specific advice he had not followed,
preferring to carry out his own plan, which the Panel describes as
‘half measures.’
The Panel determined that ‘normal farm practice’ would
include consideration of the effects on neighbouring properties,
and that Morning Bay had not made provision for mitigation.
VINEYARD, please turn to next page
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GSA Auto Rentals
Monthly Rentals
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Mayne Island. Immediately: fully
furnished home very near ferries. 3
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, wall to wall
carpet. Suit mature adults. No pets,
references, non-smokers. Lease
$750/mo. 604-261-4171
Farm cottage rental/work trade
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bedroom cottage and shop space
available on Hornby Island on
December 1. 250-335-0025
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MEETINGS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of School
Trustees will be held at the Galiano
Island School on Wednesday, Nov 14
commencing at 1pm. To view the
agenda for this meeting, please refer to
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html.
Public Welcome!

GETAWAYS
MAUI
Vacation Condos

ALLIANCE DRILLING

• Residential and
commercial well drilling
• Well pump and water
treatment systems
• BC Licenced Driller
since 1994
• FREE on-site consultation
• Hydro fracturing to
improve low yield wells

COMPLETE WATER
WELL SERVICES

FOR SALE
OdorBeGone septic vent air cleaner.
Removes sewer gas coming from
vent stack. Filter lasts 4-5 years,
Canadian company. $79 includes
taxes. 250-373-2272, 539-2550,
www.odorbegone.ca
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BARGES, from page 5
Over the next four years as the residents of
Parker Island contacted every government
department that might conceivably have
responsibility, both barges deteriorated further
and the Granville Island Barge was extensively
vandalized. However, no-one in government
showed any interest in cleaning up the mess,
and appliances, drywall, insulation, and other
debris continued to fall into the bay.
In late 2000 a new attempt to find someone
responsible was made; a detailed letter was sent
to the Receiver of Wrecks, MPs Gary Lunn and
Svend Robinson (a new Parker island property
owner), MLA Murray Coell, federal and
provincial Ministries of Fisheries, the Coast
Guard, the Ministry of the Environment, and
several environmental organizations.

More Buckpassing
Only Svend Robinson followed up. His
enquiries showed that the Ministry of the
Environment thought it should be the business
of the Receiver of Wrecks. Another Parker
Island resident wrote to the Coast Guard, and
they replied that the barges were not a ‘hazard
to navigation,’ and removal of the barges would
require a permit under the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Act. They noted,
however, that they would be willing to ‘release’
the barges to the community should the
community wish to salvage them. Or, since the
barges were on provincial Crown property (the
beach) the matter should be resolved between
the barge owner (who could no longer be
located) and the property owner (the provincial
government).

Volunteer Cleanup Efforts
On Thanksgiving weekend, 2006, a number of
volunteers, led by John Roe of the Veins of Life
Watershed Society, worked to clean up the
barges and the beach of loose debris. He was
assisted by a crew from the Copper Kettle
Society from Salt Spring Island, and by
Michelle Marsden from Pender Island.

Residential &
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Workmanship guaranteed
Quality painting for
over 27 years
BBB & WCB Insured

Bruce Atherton

250-883-5453
Environmentally friendly
products

MOVED
HOMES
40+ buildings
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www.nickelbros.com
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1 866 834 1600 / 250 391 6107
www.alliancedrilling.ca

1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units
www.mauisuncoast.com

ARROW
PAINTING

Start at $30
islandtides@islandtides.com

$5,600 was raised to help pay for debris
removal: funding came from the CRD, the
Galiano Lions Club, and Island Savings Credit
Union’s Salt Spring branch.
Parts of a third abandoned barge were also
cut up and removed last summer. The origin of
this third barge is unknown. Over a ton of steel
was removed from the Island for recycling.

Islands Trust Efforts
Meanwhile, the Islands Trust continued
working on finding some government
department that would take responsibility for
removing the two derelict barges. Planner
Gillian Saxby had been working on the project
since 2004. She found that Transport Canada
could not help because the barge is beached,
and so could not be considered an obstacle to
navigation, but they could help with a permit
under the Navigable Waters Protection Act.
Fisheries and Oceans were willing to take on
the barge as a habitat restoration project,
presumably if it could be towed and sunk in
deeper water. The Environment Canada
EcoAction Community Action Program found
the project did not meet their criteria.
The Islands Trust Programs Committee
backed applications for funding; in 2005 they
pursued the possibility of an inter-agency
partnership between federal and provincial
agencies with the Islands Trust.
In late 2006 the Trust requested that the
costs of the barge removal be ‘part of the
compensation measures to address impacts
from activities around marine cable
installation/removal as a result of the
Vancouver Island Transmission Reinforcement
Project.’ The BC Transmission Corporation
accepted it as part of the habitat cleanup and
restoration of eelgrass beds, and the barge has
now finally been removed!
Now for the Robertson II, which is still
beached on Minx Reef, Saturna Island. ✐
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FIRESIDE READING from page 5
individually. We quickly learn that each
Century is part of a Cohort of approximately
500 men, and each Cohort is part of a legion,
and that Macro and Cato are in the Second
Legion, commanded by the honorable but
autocratic, Vespasian. The differences in the
officers, all of whom are ruthlessly ambitious,
adds another layer to the overall story which is
enhanced by political intrigue and treachery.
The numerous battles with the wild and
blood-thirsty Britons are vividly described. The
well-trained, well-armed Roman soldiers
contrast with the naked, tattooed hordes of
tribesman, with their fast chariots and their
lethal bowmen, who are often led by fanatical
druids. Both armies are merciless, and the
reader must be prepared for graphic portrayals
of the horrors of war, as each side struggles to
survive. The language, also, is often a realistic
portrayal of a soldier’s vocabulary.
As the series moves on, from The Eagle’s
Conquest to When the Eagle Hunts: Macro and
Cato survive numerous dangerous situations,
and their unlikely friendship develops as each
man benefits from the skills of the other. The

Romans continue their remorseless advance
from the bridgehead in the south-eastern
corner of Britain, up to the river Tamesis
(Thames).
They eventually complete the bloody
crossing of this large river, and the Emperor
Claudius makes a short visit to Britain to
assume responsibility for the victory. There are
plots, murders and moments of hilarity, and
always the threat of counter-attack.
The final books The Eagle and the Wolves,
The Eagle’s Prey and The Eagle’s Prophecy,
continue to follow the destinies of Marco and
Cato. Marco is injured yet again, Cato becomes
a Centurion, and both are frequently decorated
as they survive the battles, uprisings and
natural disasters that befall them. Scarrow
knows how to weave a complex, yet very fastmoving tale, and his characters are rich in
detail.
If you enjoy the writings of Bernard
Cornwell, you will be interested in Cornwell’s
statement that appears on the front of each
Scarrow book: ‘I really don’t need this kind of
competition.’ ✐

VINEYARD from page 6

Chemicals

The Panel’s Orders

The Panel concluded that Mr Watt’s use of
chemical sprays was in accord with ‘normal
farm practice’ and therefore dismissed any
complaint that the water might have been
contaminated, either for agricultural or
domestic use. The Panel accepted that spray
drift from chemical application may have
affected the Deverell garden, recommending
that a ‘vegetative buffer’ should be provided
between Morning Bay and the Deverells.
Finally, the Panel sustained concerns raised
about the use of chromated copper arsenate
posts, and clearly stated that this was not
normal farm practice, particularly in an area
adjacent to an organic garden.

The Panel made it clear that they found a
breach of the Farm Practices Protection (Right
To Farm) Act in the farm practices adopted by
Morning Bay, specifically in the handling of
drainage issues. It ordered that an ‘integrated
water management plan,’ designed by a
qualified prj1ofessional, be implemented no
later than June 30, 2008. A second order
required that all chromated copper arsenate
posts on Morning Bay property within 100 feet
of Tekla Deverell’s garden, be removed and
replaced by November 30, 2007. A third order
required that a vegetative buffer to mitigate
spray drift be installed no later than July 31,
2008. ✐

Page 8, ISLAND TIDES, Nov 1, 2007

Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick

arks Canada’s Leila Sumi talks to a group of Pender Island Young Naturalists about the
salmon ecosystem and the habitat at Lyall Creek on Saturna Island.
Thirty youngsters and parents
made the Saturday day-trip to the
Lyall Creek watershed and its
restored chum salmon stream.
Islanders have worked for
many years to recreate and restock
the salmon habitat, including
restoring the upper stream by
creating a fish-navigable culvert
under a bisecting road (right).
For years, Saturna school
children hatched and raised
salmon fry, releasing them into the
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stream. The stream now has 400 returning salmon. The
project has become part of Parks Canada’s Park Reserve. Lyall
Creek is considered the Gulf Islands’ model for an intact
watershed— a testament to a splendid community enterprise.
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Dali on Pender ~ Barry Mathias

A once in a lifetime exhibition
and sale will take place at Pender
Island’s Renaissance Studio in
November. Owners Jan and
Milada Huk, will be showing an
unique exhibition of mainly
European modern art featuring
22 works by Salvador Dali,
master of the surreal.
It is Jan and Milada’s private
collection, gathered over the past
20 years and reflects the
enthusiasms of these unusual
and gifted people.
The exhibition is a wonderful
chance for visitors to view a large collection of lithographs, the
exhibition includes 37 signed and original lithographs:
handmade, numbered and of limited editions.
Besides the incomparable Dalis, on display will be two
lithographs by Jan Paul Riopelle, who is known as the Canadian
Jackson Pollock. His work is celebrated in France, and yet hardly
known in Canada. There will also be three by Andre Masson,
who is considered by many to be the greatest erotic, semiabstract artist of the 20th century.
Other works include two by Marc Chagall, the poetic and
emotional Russian/French artist; two by Karel Appel, the Dutch,
semi-abstract painter, known for his bold colors, and two by
Theo Tobisse, from Israel, whose work resembles Chagall, but is
brighter and happier.
Finally, there are single exhibits by four other important
artists including the Russian, Vasily Kandinsky, pioneer of
modern art; Alexander Calder, French abstract painter;
Hundertwasser, Austrian artist whose work resembles Antoni
Gaudi; and Aizpiri, Spanish artist using vivid Mediterranean
colors.
All the works will be hung in handmade, museum-quality,
European frames, a speciality of Renaissance Studio.
The Huks’ created their exquisite studio gallery twelve years
ago, after leaving successful art careers in Toronto. Milada, is
known on Pender for her portrait commissions and her
Czechoslovakian crystal jewellery. Her husband, Jan is an
experienced art restorer, and like his wife, has always been an
appreciator and collector of art. Now the public will be able to
see and acquire the fruits of their labour (exhibition details, see
‘What’s On?,’ page 5). ✐

