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On October 22 at 11am, 5,000 people packed the BC Legislature lawn in Victoria to listen to First Nations leaders, trade and professional union leaders, NDP MLAs, and MP Elizabeth
May, speak against oil tankers, pipelines and the tar sands. In the afternoon, as the colourful crowd started to disperse, direct action took place. A crew staked a 245-metre-long black
banner, representing the length of an oil supertanker, around the lawn. (See pages 6 and 7 for more of the story and a photo-spread of people and banners.)

Fish controversy nets Sterling prize Federal by-elections on November 26

The often viciously-targeted authors of more
than a decade of research on the fate of BC’s
wild salmon have netted a befitting prize
from Simon Fraser University. Fish
population statistician Rick Routledge and
fish biologist Alexandra Morton are the 2012
recipients of SFU’s Nora and Ted Sterling
Prize in Support of Controversy.
Routledge and Morton were presented
with the prize at an October 24 ceremony
at the Morris J Wosk Centre for Dialogue,
SFU Vancouver. After the ceremony, the
two delivered their lecture, Salmon Farms
and Disease: The Importance of Both
Academic Freedom and CommunityEngaged Research.
The Sterling award honours work that
challenges complacency and provokes
controversy or contributes to its
understanding. The duo is happy to receive
the award but acknowledged the damage
caused by controversy.
‘The controversy has been very
counterproductive,’ says Routledge, whom
fish farmers have labeled an activist. ‘It has
delayed vitally important regulatory changes
that are needed if we are to reduce the
currently unacceptable risks to the
preservation of abundant runs of wild Pacific
salmon.’
Morton agrees, but notes government
and industry ridicule of their research has
had an ironic impact on public support.
‘What they don’t understand is the more we
get attacked the higher our credibility rises,’

says Morton. ‘I simply remain dedicated to
using science to measure and define the
impact of farm salmon pathogens on wild
salmon. My observations suggest the impact
is very serious and government is afraid to
do anything about it.’
Governments, the aquaculture industry
and lobbyists have repeatedly and alternately
vilified, lauded and dismissed Routledge and
Morton since the duo first teamed up to
study the potential impacts of aquaculture
on Canadian wild salmon stocks.
That was in the early 2000s when they
linked sea lice-infested fish farms in the
Broughton Archipelago to the death of
juvenile salmon swimming past them and
declining salmon runs in BC. Since then
they’ve contributed to many published
scientific papers and had their reputations
vindicated by other researchers who’ve
confirmed and extended their findings.
Routledge and Morton incurred the
wrath of the aquaculture industry when they
recently announced at a news conference
they’d made the first discovery in BC (Rivers
Inlet) of the infectious salmon anemia virus
in wild salmon.
The duo’s work has been tied to the
federal
government
taking
back
responsibility for fisheries management in
BC, and contributed to the launch of the
2009 Cohen Commission’s inquiry into the
decline of Fraser River wild salmon, due to
release its findings October 30, 2012. 0

is at these

Monday, November 26 is the date set for two
Western Canada federal by-elections, in Calgary
and Victoria.
Voters in Calgary Centre will go to the polls for
the seat vacated by Conservative Lee Richardson,
who took a job with Alberta Premier Alison Redford.
Calagry Centre adjoins Prime Minister Stephen
Harper riding. Chris Turner, author of books and
articles about global renewable energy and
sustainable technology initiatives, has thrown his
hat into the ring for the Green Party. NDP candidate
Dan Meades,
Liberal Harvey Locke and
Conservative Joan Crockatt complete the Calgary
slate.
In Victoria riding, Dale Gann (Conservative),

Murray Rankin (NDP), Donald Galloway (Green)
and Paul Summerville (Liberal) will contest the
seat vacated by Denise Savoie.
Of her resignation, Savoie commented, ‘After
six years in the House of Commons and nearly 13
years as an elected official, I have decided to return
to private life. My doctor gave me a health warning
this spring and recommended that I adopt a more
balanced lifestyle, without the travel and physical
demands of the job of an MP from Western
Canada. I am therefore resigning as the Member
of Parliament for Victoria.’
A third by-election is slated for Durham,
Ontario. 0

Province-wide day of action draws more people than expected

Following the Victoria rally on the BC Legislature
lawn on Monday, October 22, thousands rallied on
Wednesday, October 24 across BC at MLA offices
in 70 locations—from Prince George to Osoyoos.
Leadnow, organizer of the province-wide
Defend Our Coast Day of Action, reported higher
than expected turn-outs, estimating that 5,000
people gathered to link arms in front of offices.
‘This was a much bigger turnout than we
expected,’ said Leadnow’s local action coordinator,
Nadia Nowak. ‘Four people RSVP’d in Bella Bella,
120 turned out. We’re seeing hundreds of people
in communities throughout BC.’
Emma Gilchrist, Communications Director for
Dogwood Initiative, the co-organizer, pointed to
how widespread the actions were.

‘From Kamloops and Kelowna to Fort St James
and Campbell River, British Columbians came out
en masse today to remind their politicians who
they are elected to represent. Politicians from coast
to coast ought to take note that proposals to bring
oil pipelines and tankers are politically toxic in
every corner of BC.’
‘We know we have our MLAs’ attention,’ said
Nowak. ‘When you have upwards of 500 people
gathering on short notice in places like Sechelt, and
upwards of 200 people in Salmon Arm, you can
see in the flesh what polling has been telling us for
some time. British Columbians strongly oppose
pipeline and tanker expansion, and they are
mobilizing in their communities to make sure their
elected officials get the message.’ 0

SERIOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes outside or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall
Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall
Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—VI Conference Centre
Nanaimo—Beaufort Centre
Nanaimo—Crnr Island Hwy @ Hammond Bay Rd
Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza
Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd CO-OP

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall
Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Avenue
Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave
Campbell River—Willow Point Village
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Chinese investment agreement ‘unconstitutional’;
Canadians call on Premier Clark to assess BC impacts

P

remier Christy Clark must demand more time from the
Harper government to assess the impacts of the CanadaChina Foreign Investment Protection and Promotion
Agreement (Canada-China FIPA) on the province’s constitutional
responsibility for natural resources, conservation, environmental
protection and labour rights, says the Council of Canadians.
If this request is refused, the BC government has a
responsibility to protect its constitutional authority by filing an
immediate injunction against the expected November 1
ratification so that an impact assessment and public debate can
take place, Council of Canadians (COC) continues.
‘The province cannot let Harper give Chinese companies,
state-owned or otherwise, a 31-year trump card on decisions
related to pipelines, oil, gas and mining projects. This is exactly
what the Canada-China investment treaty will do by giving
foreign investors excessive rights to profit and the ability to
challenge public policy in closed-door tribunals shielded from
Canadian law and the courts,’ says Maude Barlow, national
chairperson of the COC, who toured BC in October to build
community solidarity and support in the growing fights to stop
pipeline expansion in the province.
‘Given the enormously important decisions BC will be asked
to make about its energy future, and its constitutional authority
over natural resources, Premier Clark has a responsibility to fully
study the effect the China investment pact will have on its ability
to say no to damaging or unpopular projects, or to strictly enforce
labour and environmental standards on those projects,’ said
Barlow.
There are procedural reasons why Premier Clark should
demand an injunction, writes Gus Van Harten, an expert in
investment treaties, in a letter to the Premier, published online
in The Tyee on October 24, which also calls for an immediate
halt to the FIPA ratification. According to a 1998 BC government
report on the Multilateral Agreement on Investment, ‘Under
the Canadian constitution, the federal government is incapable

of unilaterally implementing international treaty obligations in
areas that fall within provincial jurisdiction. Nor is it acceptable
for the federal government to use its treaty-making powers to
do an end run around the federal-provincial division of powers
or in a way that diminishes Canadian federalism and
democracy.’

Chill Effect

The COC explains that the Canada-China FIPA would leave
Canada vulnerable to corporate disputes involving projects
where there is any degree of Chinese investment. Any refusal to
run a pipeline through BC, for example, could result in claims
that a Chinese firm had been denied national treatment and
most-favoured nation treatment guarantees, or fair and
equitable treatment. These protections may sound reasonable,
but private arbitration panels are interpreting them far too
broadly, such that a country can be fined hundreds of millions
of dollars for otherwise legal changes to project approvals or
environmental rules.
In the most recent such case, Ecuador has been fined $1.8
billion for cancelling an energy contract with US-based
Occidental when it broke the terms of its lease by transferring a
40% stake in the project to Encana without government
approval.
Last year, the Australian government, faced with the threat
of investor-state challenges to public health measures for
cigarettes (plain packaging laws) and environmental regulations
on coal-fired plants, decided it would no longer negotiate
protections like the ones in the China-Canada deal into its own
trade deals. The Council of Canadians is urging the federal
government to also discontinue the policy of including investorstate dispute settlement in trade deals or standalone treaties.
Ed’s Note: Letters to the editor on this topic have been pouring
in. At press-time, more than 55,000 Canadians had sent
messages to Prime Minister Harper expressing their concerns
about the Canada-China FIPA, via Leadnow.ca. 0

National park expansion on three islands finally complete
This home is only $110,602 to lock up
with a 2ft foundation on your property!

At Trafalgar Homes, we believe the time has come
for AFFORDABLE home options.
If the home of your dreams is one that ﬁts comfortably within
your budget, the licensed builder to choose is

T R A FA LG A R H O M E S

Visit www.trafalgarhomes.ca/it to receive your promotional oﬀer

1-866-971-0239
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250-537-9710
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ulf Islands National Park Reserve (GINPR) is expanding
with new protected lands on Pender, Saturna and Prevost
Islands. The new properties are a mix of waterfront and
forested areas, including more than 2,700 metres of shoreline.
This expansion will lead to the development of new hiking trails,
day-use areas, and walk-in or boat-in camping. The growth of
GINPR will also ensure that more of Canada’s rare Garry oak
ecosystem is protected. The new lands also include a wetland
considered prime habitat for the endangered sharp-tailed snake.
All of the purchased lands were acquired from willing sellers
at fair market value. The Saturna Island lands were transferred
from Environment Canada to Parks Canada.
The 7.09 hectare Roesland Extension, on North Pender
Island was purchased at a cost of $2.5 million. The property
includes 455 metres of waterfront with sandy and pebble
beaches, rocky coastal bluffs and protected coves with sunset
views. It was purchased from the Mather family. The acquisition
includes a life tenancy for a member of the Mather family.
The 4.05 hectare Shingle Bay property on North Pender
Island cost $2.15 million. Sitting below Roe Lake, this seaside
property connects to existing GINPR lands. Cultural resources
include the remnants of the Shingle Bay fish reduction plant that
operated intermittently from 1927-1959. The plant produced oil
and fertilizer from fish remains towed in from other coastal
canneries. The plant served as an important part of the local
economy, employing 15-20 men at a time, mainly Pender Island
FOR SEPTIC WASTEW
WASTEWATER
W
ASTEWA
ASTEW
ATER TREATMENT
TREATMENT SYSTEMS

Ask for the Eljen GSF
 Time-proven for over 25 years
 No maintenance required
 Lower overall cost
 Fits any lot shape
 Best choice for
sensitive lakeside properties
 Passive system—no power required
Authorized Representative:
BWD Engineering Inc.
Phone: (604) 789-2204
brent.dennis@bwdeng.ca
Web: www.bwdeng.ca

CORPORATION

eljen.com

residents. The plant was supported by the store and gas service
at Roesland. The property was purchased from the Turner estate.
On Prevost Island, 25.75 hectares in Maple Bay (pictured
above) were purchased for $1.7 million. This extensive
waterfront property connects two existing areas of GINPR: the
Bright Islets and the park’s serene beach at Portlock Point. The
property has over 2,000 metres of waterfront with a large pebble
beach, as well as Douglas fir forests, meadows and rocky ridges
that provide scenic lookouts above the water. The property was
purchased from the De Burgh family.
The 64.75 hectare Saturna Island Extension is in the
process of being transferred at no cost from Environment
Canada to Parks Canada. Environment Canada has conducted
air quality and climate monitoring from this location since 1989.
The department’s air quality and climate monitoring at the
station will continue to operate within the park.
The forested property is surrounded on two sides by existing
GINPR lands. Its wooded landscape provides spectacular views
of Plumper Sound. This property has the potential to serve as
an excellent place for visitors to enjoy an extended hike as it
allows connection of two of the park’s hiking routes: Monarch
Head and Brownridge.
GINPR was established May 2003, and consists of 36 sq km
of land on 15 islands and numerous small islets and reefs in
British Columbia’s Southern Gulf Islands. 0

“

As your Member of Parliament, I am proud
to be your voice in Ottawa, and I am happy to
assist you with federal issues aﬀecting your life.
Please contact me if I can be of service.
Elizabeth May, O.C.,
M.P., Saanich-Gulf Islands

”

Constituency office open
for public service
10am–4pm, Tuesday–Friday
www.elizabethmaymp.ca

Elizabeth May, Member of Parliament, Saanich–Gulf Islands

9711 Fourth St. Sidney BC V8L 2Y8 Tel: 250-657-2000 | Elizabeth.May@parl.gc.ca

Constituency office open to serve you:
conscientious, caring, non-partisan service
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Budget Bill Treacherous to Navigation Trust repeats request for local

O

Elizabeth May, MP

n Thursday, October 18, Jim Flaherty tabled yet bill, the Act is renamed. No longer the Navigable Water
another Budget Omnibus Bill. C-45 has some Protection Act, it is now the Navigation Protection Act. The
similarities with last spring’s C-38. Both are omnibus meaning of ‘navigable’ has been fully destroyed. It has been
bills. Both purport to implement aspects of the March 2012 reduced to a list: three oceans, 97 lakes and 62 rivers. If a
budget. Both include measures never mentioned in the budget. waterway is not listed by name in the schedule to the Act, it no
Both are over 400 pages long. This one is similarly branded as longer has any rights to navigation. It no longer requires a
Jobs and Growth Act 2012. But unlike the spring omnibus bill, permit from the Minister of Transport before impeding
C-45 came with lots of advance hype—leading me to expect it navigation. Considering that Canada has tens of thousands of
rivers and millions of lakes, the list produced is stunningly
would do less damage than C-38, which arrived by stealth.
It could hardly equal C-38 in negative environmental impact. inadequate. While it is true that, depending on the jurisdiction,
There are only so many environmental laws to be trashed. With other laws may be in place to protect aspects of waterways, the
the Fisheries Act gutted and the Canadian Environmental right to travel by waterway (a limited right admittedly since the
Assessment Act already eviscerated, and changes to give Minister of Transport could grant permits to reduce navigation)
pipelines priority over navigable waters and endangered is now gone for 99% of our inland waters.
Provinces will usually have some requirements for permits
species, the remaining environmental laws are not a long list.
before rivers can be dammed or bridges constructed. But
There’s the Species at Risk Act, the Canadian
there are gaps. And certainly the federal responsibility
Environmental Protection Act (CEPA), which
for navigable waters, one stemming from our
deals primarily with toxic chemical
‘…the right
Constitution, has been made a mockery. For the
management, and the already damaged
to travel by
first time in Canada’s history, most of our
Navigable Waters Protection Act.
waterway…is
waterways have been removed from federal
There had been many rumours last spring
now gone for
oversight.
(You can find the list of waterways on
indicating that the Species at Risk Act (SARA)
99% of our
my website www.elizabethmaymp.ca.)
would be included in the next omnibus bill and
inland
Given the removal of protection for navigation,
for similar treatment. Then, in late summer, it
waters.’
C-45 includes amendments to the Fisheries Act. To
was reported that Environment Minister Peter
protect the ability of fish to swim through rivers no longer
Kent would introduce stand-alone legislation on SARA.
Apparently, the provinces were unhappy with the extent of protected by the NWPA, the Fisheries Act is amended to
damage and change in SARA. It was not ready in time for C-45. prohibit the use of fishing gear (weirs, nets, seines) over more
I fear that SARA will be wrecked soon, but at least it will receive than two-thirds of the width of a waterway.
the consideration accorded a piece of legislation in its own right.
The bulk of the Act deals with changes to pensions. Due to
Thus far, it seems that Stephen Harper does not have CEPA a joint effort by Opposition Parties, the reduction of benefits for
in his sights, but he clearly wants to call a full retreat on federal MP pensions moved quickly through unanimous consent. As a
responsibilities over wild areas, streams, fish habitat, and the result, those portions of the Act are considered passed as C-45a.
rules that require a full understanding of what is happening to Meanwhile, pension changes affecting thousands of public
nature due to federal projects. The Navigable Waters sector workers remain to be reviewed.
Protection Act (NWPA) was the big loser in this Act.
Other changes are made to the Canada Labour Act,
C-45 is the third omnibus budget bill introduced under changing the approach to holiday pay, temporary steps to
Prime Minister Harper to take aim at this venerable piece of refund small business tax credits, changes to the Indian Act,
legislation. It was originally passed in 1882, when Sir John A changing voting procedures to reverse a lease, and the
Macdonald was Prime Minister. It applied to any water in elimination of several agencies: the Hazardous Materials
Canada considered ‘navigable’. Until Stephen Harper came Information Review Commission, the Grain Appeals Tribunal,
along, ‘navigable’ meant capable of navigation—by freighter or the EI Financing Board.
It also authorizes the new Windsor-Detroit bridge, and that
by canoe. But in 2009, in Harper’s first omnibus budget assault,
the meaning of navigable was altered to whatever the Minister project’s exemption from the Fisheries Act, NWPA (since the
says it is. Not content with that weakening, three years later, Detroit River is one of the listed 62), SARA and CEAA.
There are many things yet to receive attention in C-45. One
C–38 took another run at the NWPA. As you may recall,
‘pipelines’ were excluded from the definition of ‘works or will require foreign visitors, even tourists, to fill out forms
undertakings’ that block navigation. Thus the NWPA was requiring more information, including their state of health.
trumped in any instance when a pipeline might impede
I will keep taking a fine-tooth comb to this bill. I am confident
navigation.
I will find nothing as outrageous as the destruction of Sir John
It would have seemed that his work was done, but the Prime A Macdonald’s law to protect navigable waters. 0
Minister was not content. Along came C-45. In this omnibus
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Groups ask Trust to act on Fanny Bay coal mine threat ~ Graham Brazier

he Raven coal mine proposed for a 3,100 hectare site
near Fanny Bay on Vancouver Island, within spitting
distance of Baynes Sound, has provoked a second
response from the Islands Trust. In March 2010, Trust Council
was quick to respond to an announcement by the governments
of BC and Canada that a proposal to mine vast quantities of coal
for shipment to Asian markets from the site was about to enter
an environmental review process. Trust Council promptly and
publicly stated its opposition to the project in letters to both the
Premier and a number of cabinet ministers.
Since that time, the Denman Island Local Trust Committee,
whose jurisdiction is, in some places, a mere 600 metres from
the huge Raven Tenure, has, at every opportunity in the review
process,j11 proclaimed its desire and obligation to preserve and
protect its interests in Baynes Sound from contamination that
is almost sure to flow from the normal processes of mining coal.
To date, their concerns have not been satisfactorily
acknowledged by either provincial or federal authorities.
Alarmed by this lack of response from senior governments,
two independent citizens groups were provoked to make a joint
presentation to Trust Council at its most recent quarterly
meeting on Bowen Island. Acting together, Denman Opposes
Coal (DOC) and the Gulf Islands Alliance (GIA) urged Trust
Council to adopt a more vigorous defense of the Trust Area and
to take action in support of its stated opposition.
It was pointed out that the Raven Tenure is larger than five
of the 13 major member islands in the Trust and its potential

impact on the Trust Area needs to be taken seriously. It was
argued that precipitation and gravity acting on the ‘reject piles’
stored at the site of the proposed mine would, in time, have
serious impacts on Baynes Sound.
‘56% of the materials extracted at the mine,’ the presentation
said, ‘will be reject or waste rock—estimated to be about 1.1
million tons per year and, over the planned 16-year life of the
mine, close to 18 million tons.’
The reject piles will be located above ground at the mine site
in the heart of the Cowie Creek watershed, less than 4 km from
Baynes Sound. Exposed to air and precipitation, the report goes
on to say, ‘the massive waste piles and exposed surfaces of the
mine workings can be expected to generate acid mine drainage,
which can contain arsenic, cadmium, selenium, and mercury.
Given the topographical, geological, and hydrological conditions
of the mine site area, the threat of Acid Mine Drainage (AMD)
to alter the seabed in the Trust Area is real.’
Drawing on expert legal advice and a legal opinion obtained
by GIA in 2007, the presentation went on to urge trustees to
take more active measures to protect Baynes Sound. It was
suggested that the Council thoroughly explore all legal means
for exercising its authority relative to protecting its territory from
potential threats from the proposed coal mine. Additionally,
Trust Council was urged to undertake a program to collect
seabed samples for the purpose of determining its present
composition in advance of any mining activity that may be

smart meter opt-out

Following September presentations to Islands Trust Council by
the Citizens for Safe Technology, Gulf Islanders for Safe
Technology, and Bowen Islanders for Safe Technology about
their concerns relating to the BC Hydro Smart Meter Program,
the Islands Trust Council has made a further request regarding
the urgent need for a smart meter opt-out option for island
customers who do not wish to have a smart meter installed on
their premises. Last year, Trust Council sent letters requesting
action to BC Hydro and to Minister Coleman, but no
acknowledgement or actions were forthcoming.
Gulf Islanders for Safe Technology thanks the Islands Trust
Council for taking action once again to represent concerns of
their constituents. ‘We hope the BC Liberal Government will
finally respect these concerns and take appropriate actions to
remedy all the problems inherent with this smart meter
program,’ said spokesperson Andrea Collins. 0

FLU SEASON IS HERE
If you are eligible for a free flu shot,
please bring your Care Card to a Flu Clinic:

GALIANO ISLAND: Wed, Nov 28, 1:30-4:00pm
Lions Hall, 992 Burrill Rd
MAYNE ISLAND: Mon, Nov 5, 12:30-3:30pm
Mayne Island Community Centre, 493 Felix Jack Rd
PENDER ISLAND: Tues, Nov 6, 10:00am-2:00pm
Community Hall, 4418 Bedwell Hbr Rd
SALT SPRING ISLAND: Tues, Oct 30, 10:30am-3:00pm &
Thur, Nov 29, 10:30am-2:00pm, Community Gospel Church,
147 Vesuvius Bay Rd
SATURNA ISLAND: Wed, Dec 5, 11:00am-3:00pm
Saturna Recreation Centre Lounge, 104 Harris Rd
This schedule is subject to change. Check www.viha.ca/flu or call Health Link BC at
8-1-1toconfirmandtofindoutifyouareeligibleforaFREEfluShot.Ifyouarenoteligible,
please contact your physician or local pharmacy about vaccine availability and cost.

WELL WATER
IS YOUR

SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

COAL MINE, please turn to page 11

Does Everyone Mumble? Maybe it’s time to get your hearing checked...
Call 1.800.563.4327 or visit connecthearing.ca to book a
complimentary hearing screening and FREE hearing aid trial.
www.islandtides.com
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No Gabriola Smart Meters,Thank You

This letter was sent to BC Hydro on October 4.
Dear Board Members:
We represent a coalition of Gabriola Island citizens who have
voiced our democratic right to not have wireless ‘smart’ meters
(two way radio transmitters) imposed on us against our will
when options are available.
Our requests to the government that they put a moratorium
on the smart meter program pending discussion of options have
fallen on deaf ears. This, as you must realize, is a very frustrating
experience. As citizens living in a democratic society, we believe
we have the right to refuse devices we don’t want attached to
our homes. Similarly, our protests to your frontline people,
information we presume makes its way to your CEO, have as
far as we can tell had no effect on BC Hydro’s determination to
force the installation of smart meters on unwilling ratepayers
by the end of 2012.
Understanding the board of directors of a public utility is
responsible to the utility’s customers, we are, accordingly,
writing you to request:
1. That you instruct BC Hydro not to install more wireless
smart meters on Gabriola Island; and,
2. A respectful discussion regarding alternatives for those
that don’t want wireless smart meters. Options include monthly
payments based on past usage with a debit or credit showing at
the end of the year (as per past BC Hydro practice) or customer’s
submission of meter reading (as in Britain).
There are citizens on Gabriola who have indicated to you,
the government and Corix that they are unwilling to accept a
smart meter, and their position has not changed.
Bob McKechnie, Fay Weller, Joan Hafeez, Burtt Fidler, Gabriola

Photo: Jill Caston

CORIX TRUCKS WAIT FOR THE SALT SPRING FERRY

Need to Eat Less Meat

Your Total
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Solution
Gulf Islands Water Treatment
~ Rainwater Harvesting
~ Water treatment for wells,
surface supplies & seawater
~ Filtration & Disinfection
~ Slow sand ﬁltration
~ Small systems Health
Authority approvals
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B
acteria, Arsenic,
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Readers’ Letters
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ser vice cel
Installs the world’s best heat pumps!

Ductless
Inverter Drive
Technology
100% money
back
guarantee

How Much Could You Save?
Mitsubishi Electric Cooling and Heating Systems
save an average of 70% over baseboard heat.
Plus act now to claim $1100 in Gov’t Grants!

Dear Editor:
I read with disappointment your October 18 article on ‘New
local food facilities on Salt Spring Island.’
I appreciate the effort to move away from an industrialized
farming model that is extremely abusive to livestock animals
and a high risk to human health (and not just from zoonotic
diseases like e.coli from the XL processing plant in Alberta!).
But I was hoping to see at least some acknowledgement of the
negative impacts associated with our continuing promotion of
livestock production on the Gulf Islands.
What we need to look at worldwide is eating lower on the
food chain or we risk the future of our species (as well as others
and the planet). We in cultures of privilege continue to have
strong negative impacts on climate change not just with our car
culture/transportation system and fossil fuel-burning energy
sources, but with our meat-centric diet that is responsible for
much deforestation of rain forest, methane and other GHG
production, water pollution, etc.
Mike Nestor, Denman Island

Helpful Ferries Staff

Dear Editor:
On October 6, I rushed to catch the Queen of Nanaimo at
4:25pm. I made it and was safely on board when the ferry pulled
away from the dock on Pender. Then I realized that I had left
my wallet with driver’s license sitting on my desk in the house.
I went to the Chief Steward and she said I could catch the Queen
of Cumberland, I think, on Mayne at 5:05 which was coming
back to Pender. I pointed out that I had no money and she said
that she would speak to the people on Mayne and that it would
be alright. It worked and I was back home shortly after 5:30,
with my wallet securely in my pocket. I was then able to arrange
a reservation to come in to Tsawwassen at 8:05 on Sunday
morning and so attend the family Thanksgiving dinner. My
relief was great and my appreciation of the helpfulness of BC
Ferries staff was enormous. Thank you.
Barrie Morrison, Pender Island

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Get It Installed
!
!
!

A qualified home estimator will provide a
free in-home consultation
No ductwork means little mess and few
remodeling expenses
Our professionals can usually install the
system in one day

Call

T o d a y 1-888-760-0898
www.servicexcel.ca

www.islandtides.com

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Diamond Jubilee Medal Recipient

Dear Editor:
Your photograph of Michel Pelletier [Island Tides, October 18]
shows him wearing five medals. I assume one of them is the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal. I would be interested in what
the others represent.
Antony Holland, Gabriola Island

The photo did not show
the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee Medal (left), as
Michel Pelletier had
already taken off the
new medal to return
the temporary clip that
held it on. The medals
in the photo, from left to
right, are: Gulf and
Kuwait Medal, Special Services Medal (NATO), Canadian
Peacekeeping Service Medal, United Nations Emergency
Force II Medal Middle East, and Canadian Forces Decoration.

Activists Deserve Support

Dear Editor:
Naniamo-Cowichan MP James Lunney’s comments regarding
my father, Jim Manly’s, humanitarian mission to contest the
military blockade of Gaza are absolutely offensive.
My father did not go crying for consular services or for his
release from an Israeli jail, I sought help. My father knew what
he was getting into and I did what I could to support him. I
alerted Foreign Affairs about my father’s health condition and
asked them to let the Israeli government know because neither
the Israeli government nor my family needed to see my father
martyred for this cause and rough treatment and tasering could
have done that. As Canadian citizens we have a right to consular
services.
Mr Lunney states that my father would be in good hands in
Israeli detention but the Canadian government’s own travel
advisory states that previous attempts to breach the naval
blockade resulted in ‘death, injury, arrest and deportation.’
During this illegal raid and abduction in international waters (a
violation of Maritime Law), passengers on the Estelle were
tasered and beaten. A Greek MP was beaten in detention. Those
politicians that supported segregation in the southern USA
issued similar warnings to activists who dared to join the
freedom marches with Martin Luther King. They faced beatings,
jail and murder but they did the right thing.
Mr Lunney needs to do some reading. According to a 2010
UN Human Rights Council report, this military blockade is a
violation of international law. It is a violation of UN Security
Council Resolution 1860. Collective punishment is illegal and
immoral, the people of Gaza are no more deserving of
punishment for the actions of Hamas than I am for the actions
of the Harper regime. According to the UN report Gaza in
2020: A liveable place?, the Gaza strip is in a humanitarian
crisis. The released Israeli government document on red lines
for food consumption in Gaza proves that the Israeli
government was ensuring that only enough food, 2,300
calories/person/day are allowed into Gaza to keep the
population from starving.
At least my MP, Jean Crowder, had the decency to contact
me, express concern and work in the background for my father’s
release.
Paul Manly, Nanaimo

Preserving Tourism and Community

Dear Editor:
In some quarters, the lack of Short Term Vacation Rentals
(STVR) on North Pender is now being blamed for a downturn
in the island economy! Yes, the economy is struggling, but so is
the economy in cities and municipalities around the province,
the nation and the world. And some local downturn must be
credited to BC Ferries’ steady and exorbitant increases in fares.
STVR on North Pender has been hashed over so many times
in the last 15 years. The fact of the matter is that STVR has never
been a legal use on North Pender, except in the form of bed &
breakfast. The Official Community Plan does state that the Local
LETTERS, please turn to next page
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Practical advice on matters particular to life on an Island
Dear Eileen:
I just got my firewood in last week, and feel silly for not
having done it earlier because it’s all wet now. What’s the
best way to keep my woodstove stoked year round?
Fired Up on Fane
Dear Fired:
Ahh yes, the smell of woodsmoke is in the air again, as the
autumn leaves are falling with a damp reminder that winter
really is on its way. Firewood. The very word elicits in me a
twinge of toughness (hauling that stuff is hard work), a
cringe of splinters, and the cozy warmth that only wood heat
can provide (so they say).
First of all, if you’re really desperate right now, go pick
yourself up a box of firelogs from the grocery store next time
you need milk. They’re dry, burn easily and are cheap
enough. I wouldn’t want to go all winter on those, though!
This year has been a tricky one, what with the damp early
summer and then the extended ban on chainsaws right up
till the rains began in earnest. I think most of the Salish Sea
was out wooding on Monday, October 15.
I had a friend who joked that the only advantage to
owning a house was that you knew you would have dry
firewood next winter. Having some security about your place
of residence gives one the courage to buy wood at the end of
the winter season for next year. Money well spent. This is
the optimum strategy because there it is: split, stacked and
drying nicely over the summer. My heart goes out to renters.
This same dear friend once announced she was moving
to Galiano (one of those in-love things). ‘Oh my dear,’ I said
aghast, ‘all that furniture moving!’ ‘The furniture?’ she
exclaimed. ‘I’m thinking about the woodpile!’
But back to practicalities. With wood, as wine, vintage is
everything. How long has it ‘been down’? When was it
bucked? Is it split? When was it split? Inflammable wood is
no good to anyone but does not seem to be any cheaper.
However, if it was split and just got caught in the recent
rain, surface moisture will dry off quite quickly, if you get it
under cover with some airflow. Though I doubt there’s much
of that wood around, unless it’s on your own property—
where a windfall is truly a windfall—but do get it to the split
stage a season ahead. It may be time to start nodding hello
to the guy in the grocery store who always has sawdust

LETTERS from previous page

Trust Committee may consider including in the Land Use Bylaw
a provision that a cottage may be used as a STVR home-based
business if ‘the principle use on the property is residential with
homeowners living on site’. A necessary update of the North
Pender Island Land Use Bylaw is on the work program for the
Local Trust Committee (LTC).
In the period when these illegal rentals were taking place,
the disruption to the Rural Residential and Rural zones were
enormous. The following complaints plagued the North Pender
LTC: lack of property owners on site to police STVR activity;
commercial use without the cost associated with Commercial
2 zone; ‘party house’ noise violations; overuse of STVR houses
through numerous occupants; neighbourhoods without
neighbours as numerous houses were purchased for STVR use
without any intent of occupation by fulltime occupants; and a
lack of rental homes for year-round residents.
Within the Commercial 2 zone (Tourist Accommodation)
there are at present a potential 156 commercial units, with 53
existing units available. Illegal STVR had a negative impact on
the businesses of commercial accommodation owners.
When the stock market took a downturn and houses were a
good investment for non-resident buyers, STVR were illegally
active in many neighbourhoods. The heartache and lack of
living in peace with neighbours was tremendous—community
was being lost. Since enforcement, there are better community
harmony, close neighbourhood ties, and easier to find longterm rentals.
It is time we put our energies towards thinking of economic
solutions which do not affect the wellbeing of others in our
community.
Sara Steil, Pender Island Trust Protection Society

HSBC Branch Closing

Dear Editor:
I just attended a very strange meeting. This, in itself, is not
unusual, considering that this is, after all, Pender. However, this
particular meeting falls into the bizarre category.
The October 23 venue was the Legion Hall—far from where
the majority of attendees reside—after dark, and pretty well at

coming out of his ears—but that is a long-term project and
will not help you with your heat tonight.
If you fetch your firewood yourself, let me assure you
cannot get even half a cord in a Honda Civic—believe me.
What type of wood are you considering? If you have a
choice, my logger friend tells me that arbutus burns hottest,
but it can be difficult to source, and expensive. Fir is good
all-round. Maple and alder are best for cooking. If you have
salvaged wood on your property you may even have a little
Garry oak. I once had such a selection that I thought I ought
to post a little sign by the fireplace, ‘Now Burning ______.’
By the way, old cedar shakes make great kindling but you
have to become proficient at splitting it. Personally, I love
my little hatchet. It’s great fun to frighten my visiting friends
from town, as they watch me chop, chop, chop on the hearth.
‘Watch your fingers!’ they exclaim. I smile and say, thank
you, I have done this before you know. But you cannot lie
about this. They will know you haven’t if you set the fire with
bleeding fingers!
If your wood is being delivered, do have your woodshed
ready before you hear that pick-up dieseling down your
drive. Is it still scattered with last year’s debris, spiders,
sowbugs and worse? Best to be able to stack your wood in
the heat of the moment, so to speak. Once it’s in a heap on
the ground under a tarp it takes real discipline to get it in the
shed.
My final recommendation, though, is to go wood-free.
Install a convenient heat-pump or pellet stove
(homeowners, once again). They are environmentally
friendly, and you only have to flip a switch—no more
splinters, axes, trucks in your yard, strong tree-guys showing
up in caulk boots (hmm… maybe wood heat does have
something going for it).
But what, I hear you saying, do I do in a power-out? One
solution is that the outage is the perfect time to visit friends
or family. However, if, like me, you relish your island
solitude, you would need to get a generator. Then, just as
your neighbours notice the supreme silence that arrives with
a power outage, you will be blissfully ignorant of their shouts
of ‘shut that darn thing up!’ Your generator will have kicked
in and your internet/tv/fridge/heat pump will be running,
keeping you cozy, fed, entertained—and splinter-free. 0
suppertime, 6pm. It was hosted by HSBC bank, purportedly for
the purpose of ‘exchanging views about the Agency closure.’ In
attendance also was a representative from the Financial
Consumer Agency of Canada (FCAC).
To make a long story short: HSBC sympathized with
attendees in regard to the closure, and indicated that they fully
understood the impact of this closure on our community. HSBC
then listened to members of the community who made it clear
that HSBC did not understand at all. Then, basically, HSBC told
us that the bank was closing and that this meeting was just a
formality required by the FCAC. I’m pretty sure that attendees
understood before the meeting that the agency bank was
doomed, but it was particularly galling to be told that HSBC
cared and understood the impact.
To add insult to injury, the FCAC representative indicated
that she also was there as a requirement and that the FCAC had
no legal mandate to help the community to acquire local
financial services. Too bad - bye - see ya later.
Some time prior to this meeting, I contacted MLA Murray
Coell's office, Premier Christy Clark’s office, the office of MP
Elizabeth May, as well as the President of the local Chamber of
Commerce and a couple of local government officials from the
CRD and Islands Trust. Coell and Clark’s offices indicated that
no provincial official would attend. Elizabeth May’s office told
me (after two e-mails) ‘Your concerns most certainly matter to
Ms May.’ The CRD and Islands Trust representatives both
indicated that they would attend, as well as the president of the
Chamber of Commerce.
Gary Steeves, our local trustee attended. It appears that
everyone else was a no-show. Thanks Mr Steeves for your
attendance and input. I know that you have always been there,
and always will be when there is an issue that affects our
Ccmmunity. Regarding the other government levels who were
invited—I hope the community remembers your lack of interest
at election time. As far as HSBC goes, I intend to encourage
everyone I know who has investments there, to move their
RRSPs, lines of credit, accounts and any other financial
instruments to any other banking institution.
Alexander W Wilson, Pender Island 0
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Thousands Protest Oil Pipelin
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I declare the Legislature in sess

Rally unites citizens in peaceful protest
Mary Gillis

Wow—democracy in action! Passing from the
quiet of the Empress rose garden and hearing the
sweet tones of Victoria’s Carillon clock strike 11am
on October 22, my car group of five from Gabriola
Island was thrilled at first sight of the
thousands of people already
gathered in front of the Legislature.
We were all there to protest the
‘unholy rush’ (as one poster put it)
for oil tankers and pipelines to cross
the lands and waters of British
Columbia.
A steady stream kept pouring
onto the Legislature lawns, braving
the icy winds of the day. They were old
and young, families and singles,
grannies, gramps, babies and dogs joining
groups from Northern BC to the Lower Mainland,
Alberta and Canadian points east. (The 9am ferry
from Vancouver was packed with foot passengers
and hundreds were left behind.) Particpants came
from trades unions, church congregations,
universities and colleges.
It seemed that all were there with banners,
posters and spectacular pieces of art to
demonstrate—powerfully and peacefully—how
democracy works against perceived big
government and business interests.
Without doubt, the VIPs of the day were the
First Nations tribal elders, chiefs, matriarchs and
their supporters from northern and coastal BC
tribal lands. They arrived in a colourful and stirring
parade, traditional drums and strong voices
sweeping them to the Legislature steps.
Many First Nations elders came by a specially
chartered bus, or separately by air, from the
Nisga’a, Tlingit, Wetsuwet’en, Gitxsan, Tahltan,
Haida, Tsimsian, Heiltsuk and Sekani peoples.

‘

www.islandtides.com

Chiefs spoke from the heart, talking articulately
about the importance of conserving their lands and
waters. The Enbridge Gateway pipeline would
cross the Sacred Headwaters area, the source of the
Skeena, Nass and Stikine rivers.
I was able to talk to several of their
members at the end of the event.
Many expressed delight that 5,000
people from diverse backgrounds and
parts of Canada crammed the
Legislature lawns to support them.
Chief Sam August Brown of the
Tahltan First Nation described such
support as ‘a great weight lifting from
our hearts’. Another was pleased to meet
representatives from Alberta’s Athabasca
Chipweyan nation at the rally.
Walking alongside the 245-metre continuous
black banner that represented the length of an oil
supertanker, I found that the 238 people carrying
the banner came from all over Canada— Comox
Valley, Calgary, Nova Scotia, Victoria, Kamloops,
Nelson, NW Territories, Northern BC, Chilliwack,
Burnaby, Metchosin, Prince Rupert, Montreal,
Innishil, Fort Chipweyan, Saskatoon, Fort
McMurray, Duncan, Richmond, Vancouver,
Vernon, Duncan, all the Gulf Islands, and even one
from Texas.
They were prepared to submit themselves to
arrest for driving stakes into the Legislature lawn.
But the many uniformed police standing around
the building made no arrests. According to many
in the crowd, contacts with police were goodnatured and graceful.
All in all, it was a very Canadian crowd where
peace and respect for BC’s aboriginal people and
nature’s bounty held sway over big government
disdain and corporate greed. 0

The ‘Defend Our Coast’ Day of Action on October 22 in Victoria, BC, was endorsed by
labour, academic, medical and artistic communities, including: Indigenous Environme
justice groups like the Council of Canadians,Tanker Free BC, Leadnow, Greenpeace Ca
Energy and Paperworkers Union, the Canadian Auto Workers, the BC Teacher's Feder
Workers' Union-CAW.

Photo: D Rippner

For every person that attended, there were another ten w

ne & Tanker Expansion in BC
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sion–this is democracy! –NDP MLA
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by more than 80 influential leaders from Canada’s business, First Nations, environmental,
ment Network, the Yinka Dene Alliance and Coastal First Nations; environmental and social
anada and Occupy Vancouver Environmental Justice, and unions like the Communications,
ration, the Canadian Union of Public Employees-BC and the United Fishermen and Allied
Photo: C Grace-Warrick

Photo: Fireweed

Photo: A Giroux

who wanted to be there, but couldn’t make it. –Rally Participant
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Round the Islands
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Under The Salish Sea

Last edition, underwater photographer Derek
Holzapfel talked about the unusual grunt
sculpin fish. If you’re wondering what it looks
like, see the photo at left from Jackie Hildering’s
‘The Marine Detective’ blog. She reports that the
fish reaches a maximum size of just 9cm, is
highly territorial, and makes grunting noises
when removed from the water.

How About That Economy?

What’s On?
Daily until December 31

Red Tree Gallery’s ‘Grand Little Art Show’—
artists reception Saturday,
November 3 • Pender Islands
Artisan Cooperative gallery is
run by the artists themselves,
and includes painting,
photography, printmaking,
drawing, fibre arts, handfelting, silk fusion, fabric arts,
hand-painted glassware, jewellery, art cards &
more • 11am-4pm except Christmas Day •
Historic Hope Bay • Info: www.redtreegallery.ca,
250.629.6800 • PENDER

Single venue: $33.60 • $39.20 w img
Multiple venue: $44.80 • $50.40 w img
Payment with order by Visa/MC
islandtides@islandtides.com
250.629.3660

Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Nov 9, 10 & 11

35th Annual Creative Craft Fairs—over 125
professional exhibitors; shop
for Xmas gifts: specialty
food, stainglass, jewellery,
woodwork, fine art,
photography, clothing,
homemade soap, specialty
imports; continuous draw prizes & demonstrations
• Pearkes Centre (behind Tillicum Mall) • Fri:
10am-8pm; Sat: 10am-5pm; Sun: 10am-4:30pm •
Info: www.creativecraftfairs.com • VICTORIA

Friday thru Monday, Nov 9, 10, 11 & 12

Remembrance Day Weekend Family Fun
Swims—enjoy the wave pool, waterslide, pirate
23rd Annual Nanaimo Professional Craft Fair— ship, toddler pool, family change rooms, steam,
something for everyone,
sauna, swirl pool and diving boards • Fri: 7-9pm
door prizes, grand prize
Sat: 1-4pm & 6:30-8:30pm; Sun: 10am-12pm &
Nintendo Wii, wheelchair
1–4pm; Mon: 1-4pm & 7-8:30pm • Saanich
accessible, refreshments
Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right
from Sandy’s Ukrainian
off Pat Bay Hwy @ Royal Oak Exit) • 24-hour Swim
kitchen • Beban Park Social Info-line: 250.475.7620 • SAANICH
Centre, 2300 Bowen Rd • Fri: 12-8pm; Sat: 10amThursday, November 15
5pm; Sun: 10am-4pm • Admission $4 (unlimited
Pender Island Parks & Recreation
re-entry) • Info: 250.390.3995,
Commission public consultation—the public is
lindaknecht@shaw.ca • NANAIMO
invited to a consultation regarding the PIPRC
Saturday, November 3
Master Plan • 10am-noon, coffee & refreshments •
Moving Around Pender Community ‘Show &
Community Hall • Everyone welcome •
Tell’ and AGM—come see images Info: www.crd.bc.ca/penderparks,
er
nd
g
& maps illustrating what MAP has
jachapman@penderling.com • PENDER
A r o u nd
been thinking about & where
Fri, Sat & Sun, November 16, 17 & 18
activities could lead (car stops,
Giant Book Sale—annual fundraiser for Salt
transportation plan, survey results,
Spring
Literacy; more than 15,000 books; most
sharing
cycling, routes, trails, Q&A),
our byways for
books priced 50 cents to $3; stock up for winter
better community
followed by AGM • Show & Tell
reading or holiday giving • Farmers’ Institute, 351
10–11am, AGM 11:15am-noon,
Rainbow Road • Fri & Sat: 10am-4pm, Sun: 10amRegular Meeting 12-1pm • Community Hall
3pm • Cash only, bring your own bags • Info:
Upstairs • Info: www.movingaroundpender.ca •
www.saltspringliteracy.org • SALT SPRING
PENDER
vi
Mo

n

Pe

Friday to Sunday, November 2 to 4

Saturday, November 3

Alpha Diallo in Concert with Prince Diabate—
six-piece band with master
kora player from West Africa
via France; come and dance!
Donations gratefully received
for Humanitarian Coalition in
support of crisis in the Sahel
• Community Hall Upstairs •
7:30pm • Tickets: $20 @
Talisman, Southridge,
Medicine Beach Liquor Store; $22 at the door •
Info: www.alphayayadiallo.com • PENDER

Fri, Sat & Sun, November 16, 17 & 18

‘The Foreigner’ by Larry Shue—
hilarious comedy based around the
lives of seven complex people;
presented by Pender Island
Solstice Theatre, directed by Julia
and Gregory Nicholls • Community
Hall • Fri/Sat 7:30pm; Sun 2pm • Tickets: $16
Adult, $11 Student @ Southridge & Talisman •
PENDER

Saturday, November 17

2nd Annual Energy Action Day—learn & share
information about energy
conservation & energy transition
Saturday, November 3
(ie. shifting to low-carbon,
‘Flow State’ Film Screening—Warren Miller
renewables) with fun, informative
Entertainment’s 63rd film
displays, a kids area, a
features inspiring mountains &
cooperative energy meeting
sensational athletes from
(10:30am), expert speakers (11:30 & 12:30) and
around the globe • UVic •
Kikuchi food! • Everyone welcome • 10am-3pm •
7:00pm • Tickets: $26 @ UVic
School Gym • Info:
Ticket Centre, incl svc
www.pendercommunitytransition.ca • PENDER
charges/HST. Ticket holders
Saturday & Sunday, November 17 & 18
receive a gift bag, 2 for 1 lift
tickets & are eligible to win a resort package, skis & Gabriola Crafters Christmas Fair—puppet show
downstairs, and Nancy’s kitchen • Nov 17: 10ammore! • Info: bill@ecotourscanada.com,
4pm; Nov 18: 11am-3pm • Gabriola Community
www.vimeo.com/45658515 • VICTORIA
Hall, South Road • Everyone welcome • Info:
Sunday, November 4
250.247.9316 • GABRIOLA
Voces Intimae Choir—concert of Russian
Saturday, November 24
Orthodox Church Music by Victoria’s only semiprofessional choir, directed by Tony Booker • 3pm Yuletide Gift Faire—wonderful gifts, crafts and
• St Elizabeth’s Catholic Church, 10030 Third St • food. Concession and lunch will be offered by
Tickets: $20 & $15 at the door, in advance at Ivy’s, renowned chef Pierre Delacôte • 10am-4pm •
Community Hall • Admission by donation,
Larsen’s, Long & McQuade, Tanners • Info:
vocesintimae@shaw.ca, 250.727.2529 • SIDNEY proceeds go to the Hall • PENDER

Monday, November 5

Cappella Artemisia—all-women vocal ensemble
from Italy, whose inspiration comes from music
performed by cloistered nuns in the 16th & 17th
centuries. Presented by the Mayne Island Music
Society • 7:00pm • St Mary Magdalene Church •
Tickets: $15 Adult, Students Free • Info:
250.539.2399, www.mayneislandmusic.ca •
MAYNE
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Saturna • Gabriola • Denman • Hornby •
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On Salt Spring, the local Chamber of Commerce
wrapped up its Small Business Week on October
18. The 7th Annual Business Excellence Awards
were held that evening at Harbour House Hotel.
This year, 115 nominations were received from
the public– a record number!
Here are the 2012 categories and winners:
Business of the Year Salt Spring Inn
Small Business of the Year Salt Spring Metal
Recycling
Best Non-Profit BC SPCA Salt Spring Island
Best New Business Rawsome Living Foods Café
& Juice Bar
Agricultural/Farm Sue’s Park Drive Stand
Greenest Moby’s Oyster Bar & Marine Grill
Outstanding Service Ganges Village Cobbler
Best Tourism Business Salt Spring Vineyard
Young Entrepreneur The Resistance

Tim Marchant, owner/operator of the
Village Cobbler, said he is ‘absolutely thrilled’ he
and his wife Gail’s work was acknowledged in
this way. ‘You work hard everyday, and put your
heart in it, but you don’t really know anyone
notices until something like this,’ he told Island
Tides.

Environment Meeting

‘Uplands and Near-shore Apocalypse’,
presented by Pender Islands Conservancy
Association and Parks Canada on October 13
had more than 100 attendees. Participants
included: members of the Saanich Inlet
Protection Society, Trust Council Chair Sheila
Malcolmson from Gabriola, trustees from
Keats/Gambier, Thetis, South Pender and
North Pender Islands, and many Penderites.
Six experts/scientists presented a range of
topics addressing the theme: ‘How climate
change, plunging fish stocks and declining
Orcas will affect all our futures.’ Coastal
engineer John Readshaw discussed the
expected sea level rise and implications to water
levels, waves, shoreline response and shoreline
structures, as well as options for adapting.
Other presentations also focused on the
intertidal zone: ‘Whelks to Whales’ with Rick
Harbo, author and retired DFO biologist;
‘Eelgrass Meadows’ by Nikki Wright, Chair for
Seagrass Conservation Working Group;
‘Anchoring/Mooring’ with Parks Canada’s
Resource Conservation Manager; and in ‘More
Than Just a Pretty Beach’, biologist Ramona de
Graaf introduced intertidal and subtidal marine
life, such as forage fish.

In the afternoon segment, ‘In the Field with
the Experts’ participants visited Roesland, the
Harbours Commission dock at Port Browning,
and Medicine Beach.
PICA thanks Parks Canada for their
assistance in providing this important
informative and educational opportunity, the
experts and scientists for giving their time and
knowledge, and those who supported the event
by attended in such great numbers.

Winter Inspiration

Kicking off the 2012 ski season is Warren Miller
Entertainment’s 63rd film, Flow State. In the
state of ‘flow’, the faster you ride, the slower time
passes. The film tours the world’s most striking
mountains, including peaks in Japan,
Switzerland, Norway and beyond. You won’t
see ski or snowboard action of this magnitude
anywhere else!
Global Arts Management has arranged a
screening at UVic’s Farquhar Auditorium (see
Whats On, left). It’s your last chance to see the
film before the BC tour wraps up.
At the time of writing, the snow was starting
to pile up on Mount Washington, although the
lifts and runs aren’t set to open until Friday,
December 7.

Is A Bridge The Only Option?

Erik Andersen wrote to let us know that
Gabriola Island Ratepayers is hosting a public
meeting on Saturday, November 10, 2pm, at the
Agricultural Hall, to discuss aspects of BC
Ferries services and options for the link to
Vancouver Island. Panelists will speak about the
features of this issue, and it is hoped that others
will add new thoughts to the discussion.

Islands Trust News

In the next two weeks, there are regular
business meetings on four Islands, and a special
meeting on Saturna:
Denman •November 6 • 10:30am • Seniors Hall
Gabriola • November 1 • 10:15am • Women’s
Institute Hall
Salt Spring • Nov 8 • 9:30-4pm • Lions Hall
Saturna •November 8 • 12:30pm • Community
Hall
South PenderNovember 13 • 10:00am • South
Pender Fire Hall
Of particular note is the Community
Information Meeting & Public Hearing on
Saturna, to consider Bylaw 109-Riparian
Areas Regulation. It is being proposed to
amend the Community Plan to redesignate the
Lyall Creek Development Permit Area
provisions in order to comply with the Fish
Protection Act and the Riparian Areas
Regulation.
The LTC will also present an Islands Trust
Stewardship Award to representatives of the
Saturna Ecological Education Centre, with
refreshments to follow in celebration of their
achievement. 0

Cast of Solstice Theatre’s November production, The Foreigner, see ‘What’s On?,’ left.
Meet Charlie (left), a nerdy, depressed,
tongue-tied Englishman who gets dragged by
an old army buddy to a bed and breakfast in
Georgia, USA. Not wanting to talk to anyone,
Charlie finds himself posing as a foreigner
who speaks no English.
And the fun begins, as other characters
reveal their secrets—sad or sinister—while
Charlie listens passively in the background.

But not for long. Soon Charlie finds himself
being transformed in the process of changing
the lives of those around him. And what a
motley crew they are, from the motherly, zany
widow Meeks, who runs the B&B, to the
spoiled and sulky ex-debutante and her
preacher fiancé, to the debutante’s ‘slow’
sister, who will play a key role in vanquishing
the villain.

A Sea of Waste

I

Guy Dauncey

often say that everyone should pay at least one visit to their
local landfill to realize first-hand the enormity of our consumer
wastefulness. When I first arrived in Victoria in 1989, there
was a raging debate going on about the need to drain Heal Lake in
the Highlands, to fill it with garbage. The lake was drained, and it
is now part of the landfill.
That was the last unrecycled straw, and the Capital Regional
District (CRD) began a serious commitment to recycling. The 1989
Solid Waste Plan called for 15% waste diversion by 1998. This was
later increased to 50% and the current goal is 70% by 2015, which is
the threshold set by the Ministry of Environment before burning
garbage (waste-to-energy) can be used as a waste management
option.
How are we doing? Our diversion rate was 6% in 1989, and
increased rapidly to 42% by 1998. By 2007 it had slipped back to
32%, but it was back up to 46% in 2011, so we’re doing well. Can
we get to 70% by 2015?
The landfill at Hartland Road has been following a range of best
practices, including capturing the escaping methane gas, which is
used to generate electricity. 80 different products are now
recyclable, and if you have a question you can call the CRD Hotline
at 250.360.3030 or explore www.MyRecyclopedia.ca.

Food Waste Biggest Component

The biggest component of our garbage is food waste, which is 24%
of the waste stream. Along with yard and other organic wastes,
organic wastes come to 30% of the total waste stream. In Oak Bay
and View Royal, where 4,000 residents have been part of a kitchen
scraps diversion program, those households are diverting as much
as 75% of their wastes from the landfill. A region-wide program to
collect organic wastes can’t come soon enough, if we’re to hit that
70% target.
But what about the remaining 30%? San Francisco claims a 77%
recycling rate. In the 28,000-strong community of Neustadt in
southwest Germany, where they recycle 70% of their wastes using
a variety of programs and a pay-as-you-throw system that makes
recycling pay, they believe that getting beyond 80% would be
impossible due to a minority who still mix their wastes, and people
in high-density housing who have no outside storage space.
Those problems can be solved, and composite products such
as running shoes that are impossible to recycle are only 5% of our
waste stream. There is also a mystery category called ‘other’ which
is another 5%. Could we get to 90%?
The closer we get to zero waste, the weaker is the argument for
burning waste and the stronger the argument for extended
producer responsibility legislation on every product that is not
100% recyclable, making the manufacturer responsible for its
ultimate demise. For the 2011 CRD Report, see
www.bit.ly/CRDWaste.
This article first appeared at www.EarthFuture.com. 0

I

House renaming honours Salt
Spring woman ~Patricia Fitzgerald

n 1996, Victoria Human Exchange Society responded to a
call from the Salt Spring community to house three elderly
men made homeless by the closing of Autumn House, their
shared housing. The VHES Board felt that, as we were founded
to listen to people’s housing needs and give support to persons
about to be homeless, we should house these men until they were
able to transfer to senior resources. We placed them in a newly
rented house which we named Charlie Pyott House, after a
recently deceased Mayne Islander who was part of our
beginnings in Victoria. A roster of Salt Spring and Mayne Island
volunteers cooked and cared for these seniors until they could
transfer to nursing homes.
The house was then co-ed for awhile until it became a
women’s house, known as Bittancourt Manor. The name Charlie
Pyott was given to a new men’s house in Victoria in 2001.
Recently the Salt Spring house it was again renamed to
honour a Salt Spring woman, Nancy Wigen, who has often taken
homeless people into her own home. Wigen has always been an
advocate for the Salt Spring Branch of the VHES, and gained
annual funding from the Anglican Outreach of All Saints by the
Sea. The main house has four rooms and recently an attached
suite was made available by the owner. As of November, the rent
will be $1608.42. VHES is looking for a new new live-in
facilitator. Interested women should contact Teresa at
250.537.2259 for an interview and more information.
VHES is a volunteer charity that presently sponsors eight
houses for men and women in need of short-term
accommodation while they face and solve challenges in their
lives.
Over the years, we have given short-term accommodation at
several of our houses to Gulf Islanders and we receive gifts in kind
and financial support from many Island groups and individuals.
We thank you, and encourage you to find out more at
www.humanx.org.
Please send much needed donations to VHES, Box 8534,
Victoria BC, V8W 3S1, memo Nancy Wigen House (or any of our
other houses). 0
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North Island healthcare improvements coming

The North Island Hospitals Project is making progress. In
October, Vancouver Island Health Authority (VIHA)
announced three shortlisted proponents for the project.
Early next year, Arbutus Healthcare Partners, Plenary
Health, and Tandem Health Partners will each be issued a
request for proposal (RFP) to design, build, finance and
maintain new state-of-the-art acute care facilities in Campbell
River and the Comox Valley.
‘We are extremely pleased with the calibre of experience
each of these short-listed teams will bring to the RFP phase of
the North Island Hospitals Project,’ said Howard Waldner,
VIHA president and CEO. ‘This brings these important stateof-the-art hospitals one step closer to North Island residents.’
VIHA expects to award the contract in early 2014.
Construction will begin soon after, and the hospitals are
expected to be completed in 2017.
The North Island Hospitals Project (NIHP) includes a new

95-bed hospital in Campbell River and a new 153-bed hospital
in the Comox Valley. The estimated capital cost of up to $600
million for the project will be shared by the BC government and
the Comox Strathcona Regional Hospital District.
The new Campbell River Hospital will be approximately
21,000 square metres and built on the existing hospital site.
The new Comox Valley Hospital will be approximately 29,000
square metres and built at the intersection of Lerwick and Ryan
Roads in Courtenay, adjacent to the North Island College
campus. Its proximity to North Island College will support the
education of health-care professionals and other partnerships.
Over the life of the project, approximately 1,900
construction-related jobs are expected to be created as a result
of the overall NIH project. The new buildings will be designed
to Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)
Gold standards, and will maximize the interior and exterior use
of wood, in keeping with the Wood First Act, 2009. 0
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Capital Regional District
North Galiano Island Fire Hall Referendum

Notice of Other Voting Opportunity
Take notice that below is a copy of the proposed bylaws for which the electors of the North Galiano Island Fire Protection and Emergency Response Service Area within the Southern Gulf Islands
Electoral Area will be asked to vote on the following question on Saturday, November 24, 2012:
Are you in favour of the Capital Regional District Board adopting both of the following bylaws:
a) Bylaw No. 3843, “North Galiano Island Fire Protection and Emergency Response Service Establishment Bylaw No. 1, 1990, Amendment Bylaw No. 4, 2012” authorizing the Capital Regional
District to increase the maximum annual requisition so that it will be the greater of TWO HUNDRED SIXTY SEVEN THOUSAND DOLLARS ($267,000) or $1.60 per ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($1,000)
of net taxable assessments for the purpose of funding the annual costs for the service, including operating costs and costs to design and construct a new fire hall on North Galiano Island; and
b) Bylaw No. 3844, “North Galiano Island Fire Hall Loan Authorization Bylaw No.1, 2012” authorizing the Capital Regional District to borrow an amount not to exceed SIX HUNDRED SEVENTY
THOUSAND DOLLARS ($670,000) for the purpose of designing and constructing a fire hall on North Galiano Island.
YES or NO?
Bylaw No. 3843
A Bylaw to Amend Bylaw 1852 being “North Galiano Island Fire Protection Local Service Bylaw No. 1, 1990”
The Board of the Capital Regional District in open meeting assembled enacts as follows:
1. Bylaw No. 1852, “North Galiano Island Fire Protection Local Service Bylaw No. 1, 1990” is hereby amended as follows:
By deleting Subsection 5(a) in its entirety and replacing it with the following subsection:
“5. The maximum amount that may be requisitioned under Section 803(1) for the Local Service will be the greater of:
(a) Two Hundred Sixty Seven Thousand Dollars ($ 267,000); or”
2. This Bylaw may be cited as “North Galiano Island Fire Protection and Emergency Response Service Establishment Service Bylaw No. 1, 1990, Amendment Bylaw No. 4, 2012”.
Bylaw No. 3844
A Bylaw to Authorize the Borrowing of Six Hundred Seventy Thousand Dollars ($670,000) for Construction of a New Fire Hall for the North Galiano Island Fire Protection and
Emergency Response Service Area
Whereas:
A. The Board of the Capital Regional District adopted Bylaw No. 1852, “North Galiano Island Fire Protection and Emergency Response Service Establishment Bylaw No. 1, 1990”, as amended, to
provide a service (“the Service”) for the purpose of fire prevention, fire suppression, and emergency response;
B. The Board of the Capital Regional District wishes to design, construct and operate a new fire hall in connection with the Service (the “Project”);
C. The estimated cost of the Project, including expenses incidental thereto to be funded by debt servicing, is the sum of Six Hundred Seventy Thousand dollars ($ 670,000), which is the amount of
debt intended to be authorized by this bylaw;
D. Pursuant to Section 823.1 of the Local Government Act, participating area approval is required and shall be obtained by assent of the electors under Section 801.2 of the Local Government Act;
E. The approval of the Inspector of Municipalities is required under Section 819 of the Local Government Act; and
F. It is proposed that the financing of the Project is to be undertaken by the Municipal Finance Authority of British Columbia pursuant to proposed agreements between that Authority and the
Capital Regional District.
Now therefore the Board of the Capital Regional District in open meeting assembled, enacts as follows:
1. The Board is hereby empowered and authorized to undertake and carry out or cause to be carried out the planning, study, design and construction of works for the provision of the facilities and
equipment for the purpose of the Project in connection with the Service and to do all things necessary in connection with the Project and without limiting the generality of the foregoing:
(a) to borrow upon the credit of the Regional District a sum not exceeding Six Hundred Seventy Thousand dollars ($ 670,000);
(b) to acquire all such real property, easements, rights-of-way, leases, licenses, rights or authorities as may be requisite or desirable for or in connection with the Project.
2. The maximum term for which debentures may be issued to secure the debt intended to be created by this bylaw is fifteen (15) years.
3. This Bylaw may be cited as the “North Galiano Island Fire Hall Loan Authorization Bylaw No. 1, 2012”.
Taxation Impact
New funding of up to $670,000 is required to construct a fire hall on community-owned property on Galiano Island, to serve the participants in the North Galiano Island Fire and Emergency Response
Service Area. The purpose of Bylaw No. 3844 is to authorize the borrowing of these funds. It is estimated that the participants will pay an additional $190.26 per average household. This amount and
the funding amount may be reduced if capital reserve funds become available to the service.
The purpose of Bylaw No. 3843 is to amend the service establishment bylaw to reflect the current value calculated by the maximum rate in the bylaw. This will allow the CRD to raise sufficient
taxation revenue to fund the project.
Bylaw Nos. 3843 and 3844 apply to the North Galiano Island Fire and Emergency Response Service Area in the Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area. A copy of the complete bylaws and this notice
may be viewed at Capital Regional District (CRD) Headquarters located at 625 Fisgard Street, 1st Floor – Foyer, Victoria, BC from October 25, 2012 to November 23, 2012, Monday to Friday,
8:30 am – 4:30 pm, excluding statutory holidays. The bylaws and other information, may also be viewed on the internet: www.crd.bc.ca/about/elections/galiano-firehall.htm.
Voting Opportunities
The voting place will be open from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm on Saturday, November 24, 2012 to qualified electors of the North Galiano Island Fire Protection and Emergency Response Service Area
within the Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area of the Capital Regional District at:
ä1RUWK*DOLDQR&RPPXQLW\+DOO3RUOLHU3DVV5RDG*DOLDQR,VODQG%&
Advance Voting Opportunities will be available from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm on Wednesday, November 14, 2012 and Wednesday, November 21, 2012 at:
ä1RUWK*DOLDQR&RPPXQLW\+DOO3RUOLHU3DVV5RDG*DOLDQR,VODQG%&
Elector Qualifications
Resident Elector - You are entitled to vote as a Resident Elector if you are 18 years or older on voting day (Nov. 24, 2012), are a Canadian Citizen, have resided in British Columbia for the past six months
and within the boundaries of the jurisdiction for 30 days prior to voting day. If registering on voting day, you must provide two documents proving identity and residency (one must have a signature).
Non-Resident Property Elector - If you are 18 years or older on voting day (Nov. 24, 2012), are a Canadian Citizen, have resided in British Columbia for the past six months, have owned and held
registered title to property within the boundaries of the jurisdiction for 30 days prior to voting day, do not qualify as a Resident Elector, you may vote as a Non-Resident Property Elector provided that you:
a) have registered on or before October 12, 2012, or
b) apply at the time of voting. The following information is required at the time of application:
äDrecent title search, state of title certificate, or property tax notice, showing the names of all of the registered owners,
äSLHFHVRILGHQWLýFDWLRQSURYLQJLGHQWLW\DQGUHVLGHQF\ RQHPXVWKDYHDVLJQDWXUH DQG
äLQWKHFDVHRIPRUHWKDQRQHRZQHURIWKHSURSHUW\DFRPSOHWHGFRQVHQWIRUPVLJQHGE\WKHPDMRULW\RIWKHRZQHUVGHVLJQDWLQJ\RXDVWKHSHUVRQHQWLWOHGWRYRWHIRUWKHSURSHUW\ original
signatures only; facsimiles of signatures not acceptable). A copy of the consent form may be downloaded from: www.crd.bc.ca/about/elections/documents/ConsentFormforNRPE.pdf
Please Note:
1) Only one Non-Resident Property Elector may vote per property, regardless of how many owners there may be. Further, you may vote for only one property, no matter how many properties you
own within the jurisdiction.
2) You may register on voting day if you meet the qualifications set out above. If you are already registered as a Non-Resident Property Elector, (ie. your name appears on the List of Registered
Electors annotated with a “P”), and provided that you still meet all of the requirements of the Local Government Act in order to be registered under this category, you are not required to
re-register in order to vote.
3) No corporation is entitled to be registered as an elector or have a representative registered as an elector, and no corporation is entitled to vote. Individuals who are on title with corporations are not
entitled to register or vote. Individuals who own an undivided interest in land on which the balance is held by a corporation are not entitled to vote.
The following are acceptable classes of documents for proof of identity: BC driver’s licence, BC ID card issued by the Motor Vehicle Branch, BC CareCard or Gold CareCard, Request for Continued
Assistance form SDES8, Social Insurance Card (Canada), Citizenship Card (Canada), Real property tax notice (municipal or rural), Credit card or debit card issued by a savings institution, Utility bill.
For questions regarding voting and voter registration call the Capital Regional District @ 250.360.3129 or Toll Free 1.800.663.4425 local 3129, or Mr. Tom Moore @250.472.0059.
Dated this 25th day of October, 2012
Thomas F. Moore
Chief Election Officer
This Notice is appearing in this newspaper as a convenience and is not in accordance with the Local Government Act.
www.islandtides.com

ISLAND TIDES, November 1, 2012, Page 11

Book Review by Mary Ann Moore

Finding courage
to cope with our
planet’s future

‘W

Active Hope: How to face the mess we’re in without going
crazy, Joanna Macy & Chris Johnstone, New World
Library, 2012, $14.95. 0

COAL MINE from page 3

approved in the future. It was argued this would facilitate a
comparison of ‘before and after’ samples for the purpose of
measuring impacts of mining on the Baynes Sound seabed and
to demand stronger mitigation measures should they be
required.
For reasons not yet clear, Trust Council opted to take only
two suggestions offered by the joint presentation. Firstly, the
Council Chair undertook to inform, by letter, the Environmental
Assessment Office and Canadian Environmental Assessment
Agency that the Denman Island Local Trust Area (DLTA)
extends to the natural boundary of the sea on the east side of
Vancouver Island and that the preservation and protection of
the DLTA has not been adequately addressed in the current
assessment of the Raven Coal Mine application.
And, secondly, recommends that the Islands Trust Council
add ‘preservation and protection of the seabed’ and ‘policies to
address potential impacts on the Trust Area from projects sited
outside the Trust boundaries’ to the [future] Policy Statement
Review Topic List.
The letter was written on October 19 but didn’t even make the
‘highlights’ tab on the Trust home page. While advocacy without
action might be an acceptable second-best, say DOC and GIA
members, advocacy without vigour isn’t advocacy at all. 0
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The BC Legion is inviting kids and youth to create a poem, poster, essay or video about Remembrance and what it means to them.
There are prizes up for grabs and the deadline is November 15. For info, see www.legionbcyukon.ca/content/youth-contests.

ISLANDS BULLETIN BOARD

AUTOMOTIVE H O M E & P R O P E R T Y S E R V I C E S
Car Rentals blue diamond

Near Sidney, Saanich,
Victoria, Ferries & Airport
Seniors’ Specials
Long & Short Term
Mention ad for discount!

STONEWORKS
Walls
Patios
Fences
Planters
Chimneys
Walkways

1.800.809.0788

FREE!

gsaautorentals.com

Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!

250.537.6343

MEETINGS

M A

R

Foundations & Framing
Siding & Roofing
Finishing
Decks & Fences
Renovations & Additions
Timberworks & Arbors
25 years experience
Licensed & Insured
Call Ron for free estimate

bluediamondstoneworks.ca

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599
BUY | RAISE | MOVE | LEVEL

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

School District #64 (Gulf Islands).
A regular meeting of the Board
of School Trustees will be held
at Galiano Community School,
Galiano
Island,
Wednesday,
November 14, 2012 commencing at
1pm. To view the agenda, see
http://sd64.bc.ca/district/schoolboard-meetings. Public Welcome!

Besley

Design & Build

rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885

Serving all the Gulf Islands

Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up
also available
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

Be seen
a ro u n d t h e
Strait of
Georgia!

HAVE BOAT • WILL TRAVEL

e live at a time when
the living body of our
Earth is under attack
and when the attacker is not an
alien force but our own industrialgrowth society,’ Joanna Macy and
Chris Johnstone write in Active
Hope: How to Face the Mess
We’re in Without Going Crazy.
However, Macy and Johnstone
point out that, ‘an extraordinary
recovery process is under way, a
vital creative response we call the
Great Turning.’
I found Active Hope to be full of passion and compassion
as well as bodhichitta, the desire for the welfare of all beings.
Inspiring stories, engaging exercises and clear, concise
writing help to make this a must-have handbook for
everyone.
People everywhere are getting in touch with what they
have to offer to the Great Turning. In fact we all have
something to contribute. In rising to the challenge we
actually enrich our own lives as well as offer aid to the healing
of the world. So much more satisfying and beneficial to grow
active hope than to try to find contentment through
consumerism.
Rather than rely on external agencies to bring about what
we desire, we become active participants in Active Hope. It’s
a practice with three key steps: first, a clear view of reality;
second, the identification of what we hope for in terms of the
direction we’d like things to move or the values we’d like to
see expressed; and third, taking steps to move ourselves or
our situation in that direction. ‘Since Active Hope doesn’t
require our optimism, we can apply it even in areas where
we feel hopeless.’
In the late seventies, Macy developed an empowerment
process called the Work that Reconnects, which she has
offered in workshops since then. The chapters in the book
guide readers through the four stages of that spiral as it
moves through Coming from Gratitude, Honouring Our Pain
for the World, Seeing with New Eyes, and Going Forth.
Joanna Macy, PhD is a scholar of Buddhism, general
systems theory, and deep ecology. Hers is a respected voice
in the movements for peace, justice and ecology. Check
Joanna’s website for her teaching schedule:
www.joannamacy.net. She offers programs at Royal Roads
University in Victoria.
Dr Chris Johnstone is a physician, coach, and specialist
in the psychology of resilience, happiness, and positive
change. He has taught and written about the psychology of
sustainability for more than twenty years. He co-edits a free
email newsletter which you can sign up for at
www.greatturningtimes.org.

BUY RECYCLED HOMES
RAISE Increase Square Footage
MOVE Subdivide Your Lot!
LEVEL Repair Foundation Issues

- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-866-320-2268

TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

• DRILLING FOR GEOSOURCE

1-800-746-7444
250-537-8456
www.drillwell.com
drill@drillwell.com

An Island Family Business for
47 Years!

I

N E

Hy-Geo
Consulting

Technical services for

Water Wells
Aquifers
Groundwater

(250) 658-1701

information@hy-geo.com

www.hy-geo.com

S

• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings

• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker

250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

FARM FRESH

Free range, organically fed meat
chicken. $5.50/lb, 4-5+lbs/ea. Frozen
whole, gov.inspected, delivery 4+ by
arrangement, 250.653.9600, Hope
Hill Farm: www.notafactory.com

FOR RENT

South Pender Island: one bedroom
plus loft, one bathroom, woodstove
& electric heat, sunny location close
to beaches, available November 1,
long term. N/S. N/P. References.
$800/month + utilities. 604.879.9701
andy_hallpatch@telus.net.

E R V I

MOORINGS

INSTALLED, SERVICED,
MAINTAINED

On Time & On Budget

Dave
250-537-7481
Callum 250-538-8640
“We don’t stand
behind our work,
we stand behind a tree.”

www.nickelbros.com

• WATER WELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING

Dave’s Drilling
& Blasting

Dock Chain Inspection
& Replacement

Chris West
Dive Services

250-888-7199/250-538-1667

cdwest@telus.net

To a d v e r t i s e, c a l l
250-629-3660

C E S

WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

NEXT DEADLINE Wednesday, November 7 WORD ADS $16+hst (25 words), additional words 25¢ ea
BOXED ADS B&W: $24.50/in+hst COLOUR: $31.80/in+hst DISCOUNTS Prepaid multi-edition series
CONTACT Sara or Christa: 250.629.3660, islandtides@islandtides.com
www.islandtides.com

Page 12, ISLAND TIDES, November 1, 2012

Photo: Terrill Welch

November Calendar

O

Brian Crumblehulme

Now is the winter of our discontent—Henry V
For the rain it rain-eth every day—A Winter’s Tale
ne of the best pieces of advice to a potential home buyer
contemplating the Gulf Islands is to visit the land in
spring, again in summer, and most of all walk it in a
November rain. With popular culture reducing discussions to
oversimplified good/bad dichotomies, many people have
learned to accept rain as a metaphor for sadness while sunshine
equates with happiness. If climate change scientists are right,
then we are to expect longer wetter winters and drier summers.
That means eight months of cloud and rain. The Salish Sea may
be one of the driest regions on the coast but the moss sure grows
well in the fall, winter and spring.
Within days of that first delightful rain in mid-October the
forests and gardens breathed, tree frogs chirruped and the air
became fresh again. To watch the low clouds cling to the hilltops
and trees as they drift by is surely one of the joys of living here.
So why do we dream, plan and spend so much time, money and
effort buying tropical plants for a few weeks of glorious sun?
Surely, it makes sense to enjoy the warm summer days while
we can–and spend more time and effort in planning for the soft
moist and rainy days of fall, winter and spring. Nearly all the
native plants thrive without our help and those primitive
successors of ancient eons, the ferns, mosses and liverworts are
unbelievably tough. Moss-covered rocks, fallen logs and roof
tops look so much softer and more welcoming than a denuded
rock, log or roof. Because they do not have roots, mosses do not
damage roofs, even a shingle one like ours. A very thick moss
layer might impede the flow of water during a rain but it does
not hurt the asphalt.
What mosses, ferns and many native plants can do however,
is absorb a lot of surface water that would otherwise collect in
puddles or run off to create a washout down the nearest slope.
A rain garden is a small garden area of native shrubs,
perennials and flowers planted in a small depression close to a
water source such as a downspout. It is designed to temporarily
hold and soak in rainwater runoff that flows from roofs and
driveways. Given that our summers are generally dry we need
to ensure that seasonal rainwater soaks into the ground and
does not run into the sea through culverts and ditches. For a
very low coast and negligible maintenance, small rain gardens
located near the house and driveway are the simplest way to
achieve this.
Rains gardens are not ponds or wetlands. They are normally
dry and will hold water for a few hours or days after rain.
Consequently mosquitoes cannot breed in them. In addition to
holding water, rain gardens also filter and neutralize pollutants
and bacteria that would otherwise collect in larger bodies of
water that flow into ponds and streams.
To make a rain garden, locate a spot a short distance from
your house or garage within range of the downspout pipe. Clear
out a shallow depression, up to about 10 inches deep using a
10% ratio factor for the incoming water. For example: water
from a 1500sq.ft. roof will require a 150sq.ft. rain garden in
whatever shape you please. A few years ago I did just this with
run-off from a cottage. I constructed a raised cedar bed over
gravel. Then using local fill, I buried one end of a flexible drain
pipe from the downspout into the fill and planted the area with
royal ferns and a cut leaf maple. The result four years later, is a
perennially green thicket that requires no maintenance and no
water in the summer.
Rain gardens planted with mosses and small native plants
develop a quiet aesthetic all of their own. The Chinese are
masters at landscaping at an intimate level and by adapting this
aesthetic what could be finer and more westcoast than a
meandering native shrubbery leading to a rough cedar gazebo
tucked under the cedars. A good place for tea–even when it
rains.
You can find lots of ideas online for rain gardens. Try your
local regional district for plant suppliers and layout options. 0

2013 Conference

Take One: Walks Into Awareness
Dave Manning

Perhaps this world is too much with us: computers, radio, tv,
newspapers, magazines, clocks, vehicles, and malls. Do you
sometimes hear an irresistible voice calling you away from all
this?
The Canadian Westcoast offers many opportunities for
pleasant walks—walks of awareness. From thistles to thrushes,
dewdrops to dew worms, warblers to whales, beauty abounds.
There is magic here, in any season, for those with eyes to see, ears
to hear, and an open heart. Discover what Nature already knows:
how to be.
Take One. From time to time, as you walk along, stop and take
at least one minute of clock time to place your complete attention
on something in particular… a sound, sight, touch, smell, taste.

This simple technique takes your attention away from thinking;
you get out of your head and focus intently on where you are. You
sense aliveness in smelling a flower, watching an ant, tasting a
raspberry, listening to a bird, feeling the sun on your face.
You can begin practicing this technique by taking a short walk
in your own garden. Go outside, find a flower, and Take One. For
about a minute, observe the flower—no thought, just perceive the
flower. Be there with it, get personal with its Essence. Then move
on, stop with something else, and do the same thing.
Learn to appreciate intimately your surrounding
environment. We’ve all got time to take a minute now and then
to be still. Everyone gets off the track sometimes. Find your way
back through Mother Nature on a Take One awareness walk. 0

ishing is a many-sided affair, and when you go on the
water be prepared for the unusual and you may get a
pleasant surprise. Bryan Allan and I were trying to
connect with some chum salmon in early October. If you have
followed the recreational fishery on these late migrating salmon,
you will be aware that there has been a considerable amount of
fishing time invested with
very few fish caught during
our 2012 season. In our case,
this was our third attempt
and aside from playing some
coho and at least one large
steelhead we had yet to put a
chum salmon in the boat.
There are two ways of
accessing the recreational
chum fishing grounds in
Johnstone Strait. Many
anglers launch at the
Discovery Bay Ramp in
Campbell River and travel up
the straits from there.
Another common access is to
travel to the launch ramp at Browns Bay and enter the strait at
that point. The most popular locations for recreational fishing
in the lower strait are in Plumper Bay and Deepwater Bay—both
across from Browns Bay. There are also two more popular
locations: the waters from Chatham Point Lighthouse to Rock
Bay on the west side of the Strait, and Greensea on the east side
of the Strait. All of these locations are also popular destinations
for commercial trollers, seine boats and gillnets when they have
openings.
Johnstone Strait is a well
known destination for wildlife

viewing of whales, porpoises, dolphins, sea lions and harbour
seals. When Bryan and I were traveling north in the morning
towards Greensea, we found ourselves in the midst of a large
school of white-sided dolphins that were friendly and wanted
to play along the side of the boat. I scrambled around and got
my camera out and proceeded to take pictures—something I
have done many times in the
past, but never succeeded in
getting good shots of these
enchanting animals.
After a high from the
excitement of the porpoises
we started fishing the waters
off Greensea. There were ten
recreational and three
commercial troll boats in the
area and we did see a few fish
taken, however our offerings
were steadfastly refused by
the chum and everything else
except one ambitious small
lingcod. As the day wore on,
our patience gave out and we
decided to go back to Deepwater Bay to see if could change our
luck. On the way, we were entertained by what I assume was
the same large school of friendly white-sided dolphins. I used
my camera once again and the accompanying photograph is
one of my trophies for an exciting day on the water in the
company of a like-minded fisherman. It is not often we can have
eye contact with such a beautiful wild animal while speeding
through pristine coastal waters. We both agreed the lucky
pictures we got will be memories much longer than a catch of
chum salmon—although it would have been nice to catch at
least one. 0
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A Surprise Trophy – Outdoors with Ralph Shaw

Island Studies: West Coast Canada & Beyond

+

By Islanders, For Islanders, About Islanders and Islands

We invite people passionate about islands and island life to submit
proposals and get involved in this exciting conference.
See our website for details or give us a call.

and

Year-round gardening starts here… all you need is a greenhouse!

Proposal deadline: November 30, 2012
Conference dates: May 10, 11, 12, 2013

250-247-8953

=

Halls English Greenhouses are known for high quailty & affordability.
Five models, 6 or 8ft wide, 4 to14ft long. Easy to assemble kits.
See our website for details.

islandstudiesconference2013.org
www.islandtides.com

Russell Nursery, Island Agent for Halls Greenhouses
1370 Wain Road, North Saanich, BC (first exit off ferry)
250-656-0384 www.russellnursery.com/greenhouses

