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Keeping an eye out, goldeneyes have returned to our waters. 

It’s been nearly a year since completion of the solar
panel installation on the gym roof at Gulf Islands
Secondary School. After a summer of glorious
sunshine, it was time to check on how the system has
performed compared with expectations, said Salt
Spring Community Energy.

‘While the rated output of the solar array is 21
kilowatts (kW) we had expected small losses at
various stages—the panels themselves, the wiring
and inverters—to reduce the maximum power into
the grid to about 17 kW on very sunny days. So how
has it performed? Beyond expectations! 

‘During May, June and July we regularly saw the
output above 18 kW with some days over 19kW—a
system efficiency of over 90% compared to the
industry norm of 80%.

‘This is attributable to the care taken in the design
and installation of the system. 

‘By early October we had already surpassed our
predicted annual output and a further 2,800 units
are expected for the rest of this year. This great result
means that the amount of money available for the
winner of next year’s solar scholarship will be more
than expected!

‘The system has also performed well
operationally. It shut down automatically as expected
for safety reasons during several BC Hydro power
failures. When the power came back on, so did our
system.

‘There’s still some work to complete. One area that
needs work is the monitoring system to show the
school how much electricity is being produced from
the sun; this work is well in hand. As well, we are still
looking for a suitable electric vehicle charging station
at the school. Lastly, educational materials to
accompany the renewable energy aspect of the
installation are now in preparation.

‘A big thanks again to all those who contributed
to this successful project. With your time, talent and
financial contributions, it was truly a community
effort!’, concludes Salt Spring Community Energy.

Pender School, Next Solar
Project

Putting solar arrays on public buildings is a move that
is gaining momentum. Pender Solar Initiative 2020
(PSI) is planning and fundraising for its next project,
which involves a partnership with School District

Nº64 to install approximately 120 solar panels on the
southwest-facing roof of the Pender School. 

This project is more than three times as large as
the group’s successful first project, a 39-panel
photovoltaic system on the roof of Pender’s Recycling
Depot financed by the Nu-to-Yu and the CRD. That
system was installed in March and has already
generated more electricity than the depot uses in a
year, meaning that the Pender Island Recycling
Society will receive a cheque from BCHydro for the
surplus energy generated. 

The value of the electricity generated by the solar
roof at the school will be used to fund student
scholarships in sustainability-related programs and
to purchase energy-related science equipment for the
school.

Pender Solar Initiative 2020 has already raised
more than $30,000, including a $15,000 matching
grant from Bullfrog Power and generous donations
from several enthusiastic supporters on Pender.
Grant applications are in process, and each class at
the school has been challenged to sponsor at least one
panel. PSI 2020 also hopes many Pender residents
and Pender School alumni will sponsor individual
panels, possibly in honor of children, grandchildren,
or other loved ones. 

In August at the Pender Fall Fair, young Nevan
McClarty made an enthusiastic contribution of $4 to
the Pender School solar roof project, which was
subsequently topped up by a generous donor to
enable the purchase of a panel. 

At the launch of David Boyd’s new book The
Optimistic Environmentalist, various donors,
including the author and the owners of Pender’s
Talisman Books, chipped in enough to sponsor two
panels. 

If you would like to support this project, we are
requesting donations of $250 per solar panel (and
feel free to sponsor as many as you like!). However,
donations of any size will be gratefully received.
Cheques should be made out to the Gulf Islands
Education Trust Fund, and mailed to David Boyd at
1321 MacKinnon Road, Pender Island V0N 2M1.
Please note on the cheque that it is for the Pender
School Solar Roof Project. Donations for more than
$50 will receive a charitable tax receipt. The goal is
to have the system up and running by the end of the
2015/2016 school year. 0

Walbran old-growth
logging begins
Logging company Teal Jones has begun tree cutting and road
building on their approved cutblock in the Walbran Valley,
despite activists setting up a ‘witness camp’ in the forest,
inhabited since late September. Organizing group Friends of
Carmanah/Walbran started the camp in an effort to raise
awareness for the natural beauty and importance of the forest,
and to establish a vigil for the old growth trees. 

Members of the camp set up a roadblock on November 9,
turning away a roadbuilding crew. A roadblock was also staged
the next day, and a police officer was called to the scene, though
no arrests were made. Road workers were eventually let
through the barrier.

The cutblock Teal Jones has begun work in is one of eight
proposed blocks, though it is the only one to have been
approved. The area is a fraction bigger than Vancouver’s Stanley
Park, but is one of few old growth forests left on Vancouver
Island. The majority of the Walbran Valley is protected from
logging; the small unprotected section that exists is the target
of Teal Jones’ logging proposals. 

Public opposition to logging in the Walbran forest has been
vigorous. Several public rallies have been held outside of the
offices of the Ministry of Forests, and over 6,500 letters and
emails have been sent to the government, asking them to revoke
Teal Jones’ logging permit. 0

Local low-impact energy news—schools lead the wayUN 21st Conference of the Parties, in Paris
Day of climate rallies, November 29
Despite Paris’ terrorist attacks in mid-November, people from around the world
will be gathering on Sunday, November 29—the day before the momentous UN’s
climate conference in Paris—for a global day of climate action. Internationally,
thousands more rallies will take place. In Canada, rallies will be taking place in most
major cities—the main one in Ottawa. 

Vancouver and Victoria will both have Sunday global climate rallies. Vancouver’s
will take place outside of the Vancouver Public Library. Victoria’s rally will take
place at noon outside the Legislature Buildings.

The planned day of worldwide action is expected to be the largest climate
mobilization in so far. The organizing committee for the Paris event intends to go
forward with the rally which had been planned to be the biggest single event of its
kind ever. That outcome is doubtful since the recent bombings and shootings and
now that security measures in Paris have increased dramatically.

The ensuing climate summit, Conference of the Parties 21 (COP21), from
November 30 to December 11, is expected to finalize negotiations on a new
agreement and package of implementation decisions, under the UNFCCC, to limit
global carbon pollution. 

COP21 is the 21st conference since the Rio Earth Summit and follows last year’s
talks in Lima, Peru. It is seen to be the international community’s last chance to
put the brakes on runaway climate change by commiting to reductions that will
keep the global temperature rise from exceeding 2ºC. 

Highroad To Paris
Meanwhile, Canada’s Climate Action Network said that Canada has a lot of catching
up to do for meaningful participation in the Paris conference. ‘Since 1992 when the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) was
negotiated at the Earth Summit in Rio, our country has contributed less than its
fair share to the work we all need to do to protect the climate’, says the NGO. ‘The
result in 2015 is an economy over-reliant on fossil fuels and investing less than it
could in the transition to a 100% renewable energy system to power our economy
and to ensure a healthy quality of life.’

In light of a new federal government, the group hopes that Canada has been
catching up ahead of COP21: at home; at a Paris meeting of international high-
ranking ministers, November 8–10, which Canada’s new Minister of Environment
and Climate Change Catherine McKenna attended; and at the G-20 in Turkey,
November 15-16, which Prime Minister Trudeau attended. No news of better targets
has been issued to date.

An online guide to Canada’s record makes recommendations:to strengthen
efforts to meet Canada’s 2020 domestic target; to enhance international
investments; and to secure additional global reductions. 

The plan recommends Canada contribute to a successful outcome in Paris;
strengthen Canada’s INDC (Intended Nationally Determined Contribution); and
endorse a robust Paris package.

The Climate Network urges Canadians and media to consult ‘Canada And The
UN Climate Negotiations: A Paris Package that shows Canada Cares’,
climateactionnetwork.ca, to compare Canada’s performance at November’s early
meetings and in Paris against metrics that have the best chance of keeping the global
climate system in balance. 0



Page 2, Island Tides, November 26, 2015

www.islandtides.com

Award Winning Designs at

Prices You CAN Afford!

• Competitive Pricing
• Built Green Certifi ed
• Flexible Build Options
• 40 Years in Business

STARTING AT

$74 SQ. FT.

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Sheila Malcolmson Appointed
Critic For Status Of Women 

Former Chair of Island Trust Council and now
Nanaimo-Ladysmith MP, Sheila Malcolmson
will serve as Critic for the Status of Women in
her political party, the NDP. Malcolmson’s
priorities on the Status of Women file include
affordable childcare, ending violence against
women and holding an inquiry into missing
and murdered Indigenous women. 

‘A lot of work has been done here in
Nanaimo-Ladysmith to advance women’s and
girls’ equality but there remains much to be
done locally and throughout Canada,’
Malcolmson said. ‘A clear priority is to take
meaningful and significant action to address
the violence being faced by our sisters, mothers
and daughters, beginning with ensuring that
no woman or child in need is turned away from
a women’s shelter.’

Ferry Jumper
Galiano Island is not a normal stop for the
Coastal Celebration, sailing Route Nº1
between Tsawwassen and Swartz Bay.
However, a young man left the ship in the
middle of Active Pass just after 10pm on
November 4.

As what was probably a precautionary
move, the man launched one of the ship’s
inflatable 100-person life rafts before executing
what was described by onlookers as a
spectacular flip into the water. Two ferries
launched rescue equipment, and were delayed
as a result. RCMP and Coast Guard joined the
search.

He swam to shore, and was later found,
incoherent in a Galiano Island cabin. He was
taken to hospital for mental health
examination.

BC Ferries said that the incident cost the
company $40,000, including repairing the
damaged life raft, installing a new raft on the
ship, crew overtime, and extra fuel. 

Ecoforestry Institute Society
Purchases Wildwood Ecoforest

The Land Conservancy of BC (TLC) and the
Ecoforestry Institute Society (EIS) have now
signed an agreement to transfer ownership of
Wildwood Ecoforest to EIS in exchange for a
$900,000 contribution. The agreed upon offer
includes $110,000 in TLC creditor forgiveness
and $790,000 in direct funds.

TLC acquired Wildwood Ecoforest from
Merv Wilkinson and his family in 2000 with
TLC Member and donor support, with the goal
of operating the site as an example of Merv’s
practice of sustainable eco-forestry.

The agreement includes a covenant and
management plan to be approved by
ecoforestry expert Herb Hammond to ensure
the operation continues in Merv’s vision.

To accomplish the transfer, TLC will need
to seek the approval of the Supreme Court of
BC. Madam Justice Fitzpatrick has ruled that
she has the jurisdiction to over-rule the bylaw
provision that was a hindrance to the transfer
of properties declared inalienable by TLC.

TLC will bring the offer to Court by early
December. The agreement calls for the transfer
of the property by December 11. 

The Ecoforestry Institute Society is a
charitable non-profit society established in
1995 and comprised of ecoforestry and
associated professionals. They have been the
official managers of Wildwood forest since
2001.

Islands Refugee Projects
When Andrea Spalding of Pender Island
wondered aloud what, if anything, could be
done about the current refugee crisis, she
discovered other Penderites felt the same way.
A meeting was called and Rev Bruce Bryant
Scott was invited to speak. Once the Anglican
priest on Pender, Bruce is currently
Coordinator of the Refugee Sponsorship
Program (RSP) in Victoria. He spoke about
practical ways to help. The idea of sponsoring
a family of refugees on Pender Island was
conceived, and the Refugee Support Project
born. 

Though RSP is a non-political and non-
religious group, Pender’s Anglican church
offered meeting space, and through the help of
their treasurer an account was set up, complete
with charitable number for tax receipts.

Pender’s Refugee Support Project hopes to
raise $50,000 to bring a young family through
the necessary UN and Canadian security
checks, medical screening, and over to Pender
in the early months of 2016. The Island will
offer the family support and housing for a year,
and help them adjust and assimilate to living

Tsawwassen Nation considers new Salish
Sea LNG proposal

Some 300 members of the Tsawwassen First Nation will vote
December 16 on whether to support the concept of an LNG
plant on 32 hectares of Tsawwassen industrial land on tidewater
at Roberts Bank. The site is immediately to the south of
Deltaport Way, the major access to the Roberts Bank container
terminal, and to the north of the BC Ferries Tsawwassen
terminal.

According to Tsawwassen Chief Bryce Williams, the band
has formed a joint venture with FortisBC LNG Development
Inc to explore the proposal, which would use electrical power
to liquefy 3-5 million tonnes of natural gas per year. Other
members of the joint venture are NextEra Energy Canada and
Mitsui & Co Ltd.

The site would be connected by pipeline to a planned
shiploading facility. The export terminal would have sufficient
capacity to load five or six LNG tankers each month.

FortisBC is already involved with two other proposals to
export LNG from the Lower Mainland: the Woodfibre proposal,

which would also use electric-drive for liquefaction, and a
proposal by WesPac Midstream which would see LNG from
Fortis’ Tilbury plant loaded into tankers on the South Arm of
the Fraser River. 

All three proposals would see LNG tankers travelling
through Haro Strait past the Gulf Islands.

The Tsawwassen proposal was announced at a news
conference for the expansion of the Tilbury plant, attended by
Premier Christy Clark. Clark admitted that global LNG prices
had fallen, but still described LNG as an ‘incredible opportunity’.

Alberta Abandons Northern Gateway
Alberta Energy Minister Margaret McCuaig-Boyd has
acknowledged the provincial government’s waning support for
Enbridge’s Northern Gateway pipeline. ‘Right now,’ she has said,
‘It’s a little bit more politically mired, so that’s one we haven’t
supported … until I guess things change, if they do.’

This comes as Prime Minister Trudeau, in a mandate letter
to Transport Minister Marc Garneau, called for a formal
moratorium on crude oil tankers on BC’s north coast and US
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River otters follow the leader on Mayne Island sandstone shoreline.
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in another culture. It’s a two-way street. Pender
offers a haven, but their presence will enrich
Pender Islanders’ lives, says Spalding. 

The island has raised $18,000 to date. If
you would like to contribute, cheques can be
dropped off into the folder labelled ‘Refugee
Support Project’, located in the Pender Island
Realty Office in the Driftwood Centre, or
mailed to RSP Treasurer, Robert Ilsley, c/o St
Peters Anglican Church, 4703 Canal Road,
Pender Island, BC, V0N 2M1. 

Meanwhile a similar move is underway on
Gabriola Island. John van Praet has organized
Sanctuary on Gabriola (SAGA). The group held
a meeting on November 14 for people
interested in helping. Contact van Praet at 250-
325-3046 or email Don Buskirk at
dbmailplace@gmail.com.

Mayne’s Community Apple Press 
Helen O’Brian lets us know that Mayne Island
Conservancy were not the sponsors of the
community apple press featured on our front
page last edition. The apple press belongs to the
community at large and every year a couple of
folks organize the big Community Squeeze.
The apple press is available at other times for
community use. It has been used 15 times so
far this season.

SD#64 Leadership Day on Galiano
Cathy Takagaki, retired teacher from
Fernwood, facilitated a leadership day at
Galiano Community School on Monday,
October 26. Two students from Gulf Islands
Secondary School (GISS) and two from Salt
Spring Island Middle School (SSIMS) travelled
over for the day as part of the training team.
Nineteen Galiano students from Grades 5–8
participated.

The day began by creating a vision for a
successful, healthy school community that

included concepts like ‘friendly, inclusive,
active, supportive, respectful’.

The GISS and SSIMS students spoke about
their experiences in leadership such as being
part of the GISS leadership team and being
part of leadership programmes during
elementary school. 

These Salt Spring students ran all the team
building ‘energizers’ during the day, led

discussions and recorded discussion points.
The Galiano students responded with
enthusiasm.

The student leaders’ most powerful
contribution was their energetic and authentic
modelling of the notion that, ‘I like taking part
in leadership programmes, because I like
helping people’. Galiano students learned
about: organizing and running games for
younger students; helping with playground

Energy mega-project news - Patrick Brown
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After its inpromptu launch. BC
Ferries 100-person liferaft tied
up at Miners Bay.

Photo: Cathy Takagaki
Leadership can be fun—ask
Justin Trudeau!

ROUND THE ISLANDS, please turn to next page

ENERGY MEGA PROJECTS, please turn to page 5
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MEET ING
School District #64 (Gulf
Islands). Regular meetings of
the Board of School Trustees
will be held on Wednesday,
December 9, 2015 at Gulf
Islands Secondary School.
Meeting commencing at 1pm.
Public Welcome! Agenda:
http://sd64.bc.ca/district/school–boa
rd-meetings.
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SOUTH COAST ROUTES 
Nov 16 – Dec 19, select sailings*
Mon – Thurs and Saturdays

NORTH COAST ROUTES 
Nov 15 – Dec 20, all sailings**

$
Per standard vehicle 
each way.

2770
 †

SAVE UP TO

$
Per standard vehicle 
each way.

12925
 † †

SAVE UP TO

Share the coast with friends and family this season.      

For full details:
Visit bcferries.com or call 1-888-BC FERRY

Standard vehicle fares are half price on select sailings 
on all routes. Restrictions apply.

“50% Off Vehicles” promotion is applicable on standard vehicle fares (excludes driver & passenger fares) up to 20 feet in length including motorcycles. *South Coast 
Routes: Offer valid on select sailings November 16 – December 19, 2015, Monday to Thursday and Saturdays on the following routes: Metro Vancouver; Vancouver Island; 
Sunshine Coast; Southern Gulf Islands; Northern Gulf Islands, in either direction. †Savings refl ect Tsawwassen to Swartz Bay route. **North Coast Routes: Offer is valid 
on all sailings November 15 – December 20, 2015, on the following routes: Inside Passage; Haida Gwaii; Discovery Coast Connector; Skidegate – Alliford Bay, in either 
direction. ††Savings refl ect Port Hardy to Prince Rupert route. Discount does not apply to extra foot charges for over-length vehicles. Not applicable for buses, commercial 
vehicles and bicycles. Experience Card and Resident discounts will be increased to match the promotional discount on promotional sailings. Promotion cannot be applied 
retroactively to existing BC Ferries Vacations package bookings. Limited time offer. Other conditions may apply. Visit bcferries.com for full details on applicable sailings.  
Reg. 48839.

50%
OFF

VEHICLES
SELECT SAILINGS. ALL ROUTES.

supervision including: one-on-one support of
the ‘lonely’ or the reluctant child;  basic skills in
helping to resolve conflicts and knowing when
to get adult help; organizing and running
school spirit days, like pyjama day and pet day;
and helping to run Whole School Meetings.
They explored ideas for community service. 

Queen Of Cumberland In Her
$18 Million Mid-Life Upgrade

The Queen of Cumberland has just started an
$18 million mid-life upgrade. Upgrades started
on November 21 and are expected to last until
April 17, next year. For the duration of the
work, service on the Swartz Bay-Southern Gulf
Islands Route Nº5 will be provided by a
combination of the Skeena Queen and the
Bowen Queen.

The refit work will be carried out at
Esquimalt Drydocking Company, and includes
the installation of a new cardeck entrance/exit
for walk-on passengers; a new evacuation
system and replacement of the rescue boat; the
installation of a pet area; a complete overhaul
to the elevator system; and, upgrades to the
stairwells.

As the vehicle capacity of the Bowen Queen
is lower than that of the Queen of Cumberland,
BC Ferries will be deploying the Skeena Queen
on the Swartz Bay-Southern Gulf Islands route
during the morning and late-afternoon periods
to better meet expected demand. 

Skeena Queen normally serves the Swartz
Bay-Fulford Harbour route. The Bowen Queen
will service sailings on that route during those
same peak times. The vessels will swap over
during each weekday.

To maintain the capacity levels to/from Salt
Spring Island, BC Ferries is adding sailings to
the Swartz Bay-Fulford Harbour and Vesuvius
Bay-Crofton routes. Schedules for these routes
have been changed to accommodate this.
Check bcferries.com for all scheduling
information.

Holiday Season Coming on Fast
We’re seeing those delicious eggnog lattes
everywhere. The rain, lack of daylight, and
some cool, crisp, clear days feeling about right—
Christmas is definitely around the corner.

Looking forward to New Year’s Eve, a novel
way to spend it is planned in Qualicum Beach.
You can go to the Village Theatre and see a play
and bring in the New Year at the venue
afterward. Sounds like fun, hopefully the
audience wears costume as well as the actors,
see What’s On? in our next edition (the last
edition before January) for details or go to
www.echoplayers.ca. 

King Tides in December
December will be big, too, in tidal movement.
In fact, islanders will notice very high morning
tides starting right now. They will peak on
November 28, 29, and 30; December 14 to 18;
and December 25 to 29.

If these tides are accompanied by storm
surges, watch for flooding on low-lying land,
and a lots of flotsam at sea. 

While very high tides are often
accompanied by very low tides, these occur in
the middle of the night. so they won’t be much
use for looking for critters in tide pools. 

Bird Counts
However, December will be good to spot our
many birds. The Christmas Bird Counts are
coming up. Find out about the one in your
community, it’s a great opportunity for a
meaningful, holiday season family outing. Be
aware that they do not all take place right at
Christmas, so check dates soon. Google:
Christmas Bird Count - Bird Studies Canada,
select BC, and scroll to contact info for your
community. 

December Islands Trust Council 
The Islands Trust Council will hold its next
quarterly business meeting December 8-10 at
the Harbour Towers Hotel in Victoria.

BIZZ BUZZ
Into The Clear Blue

Steve Christensen, who lives on Denman Island, is the owner
of Clear Blue Systems, see his ad on page 11. Steve says that
Clear Blue came into being from a desire to leave the traditional
information technology (IT) world and do something a little
different. Here’s what he says: 

‘I had been working at desk jobs for 25 years, coding
computer programs, building databases and doing just about
everything that can be done in IT. About 3 years ago, when I
moved to Denman Island, I decided I wanted to work for
myself. So I started Clear Blue Systems which does IT
consulting as well as sales, installation and service for Xplornet
satellite internet systems. It turns out my IT background as well
as my construction experience are a great combination for
doing this work.

‘I first became involved with Xplornet as a customer. Like

ROUND THE ISLAND from previous page
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Members of the public are encouraged to
participate in the townhall session which takes
place at 1:30pm on Wednesday, December 9. 

Trust Council Sessions will include
presentation of a draft budget for the next fiscal
year, a review of the Islands Trust Policy
Statement, and a discussion of how
collaboration with island-based organizations
and other units of the Islands Trust can result
in increased protection of special areas.

Trust Chief Administrative
Officer Linda Adams Retiring

December will be Chief Administrative Officer
Linda Adams’ last Trust Council; she will be
retiring in mid-January. Adams has held the
position since 2004. The Islands Trust’s new
CAO is Russ Hotsenpiller. 

The Chief Administrative Officer position is
the most senior staff position at the Islands
Trust, responsible to the Islands Trust Council
for providing advice and implementing Trust
Council’s policies and decisions.

Hotsenpiller brings more than 15 years of
experience in local government administration
at the Comox Valley Regional District and the
Strathcona Regional District. He has been the
CAO of Strathcona Regional District since
2013, gaining experience in a wide range of
projects that included community planning,
strategic advice, intergovernmental relations

and First Nations engagement. His education
includes degrees in Political Science and
Environmental Science from Carleton
University and Royal Roads, and studies in
Land Use Economics from UBC.

Hotsenpiller is expected to begin his first
day of work at the Islands Trust in early
January 2016.

This Year’s El Niño Could Be
Biggest, Says WMO

The World Meterological Organization, the
UN’s weather agency, says that this year’s El
Niño could be the biggest in more than fifteen
years. Average temperatures of surface water
in the Pacific Ocean will peak at over 2ºC above
normal. El Niño is associated with extreme
storms, floods, and in some locations,
droughts.

This year’s El Niño arrives on a planet with
considerably less ice cover, on land and sea,
than before, and this year, record surface
temperatures. El Niño and its effects are at
their maximum between October and January,
but may continue into the spring months. 0
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the highest employment and GDP impacts of any energy
investment, and increases the net incomes of families and
businesses that make such investments. Energy conservation
makes businesses more cost competitive in export markets, and
reduces costs for public institutions such as schools and
hospitals, which ultimately will benefit taxpayers. In particular,
our plan would make energy conservation investments in
schools as they are being seismically upgraded.

Conservation provides the broadest geographic distribution
of jobs and income within BC, it facilitates flexibility in the face
of rapidly changing technology and declining costs of
renewables, and is the least environmentally damaging energy
investment.

Another important element of the PowerBC Plan is that it
would remove current restrictions on BCHydro to pursue wind,
solar, geothermal and other renewable energy sources as their
costs fall. PowerBC will effectively position BCHydro as a clean
energy champion and centre of excellence for new and emerging
technologies.

Finally, the PowerBC Plan will be referred to a revitalized BC
Utilities Commission which will have its mandate restored to
act as an independent watchdog on energy investments in BC. 

Gary Holman, MLA, Saanich North and the Islands
Shawnigan Toxic Dumping

Dear Editor:
This is an ‘Urgent Appeal for Support’ to your readers. I’m
asking them to judge, as I summarize this situation. 

The Shawnigan Residents Association (SRA) and the
Cowichan Valley Regional District (CVRD) have been engaged
in a costly legal battle over a controversial toxic soil dump permit
granted by the Ministry of Environment, to South Island
Aggregates and Cobble Hill Holdings which was upheld in a
March 15 decision of the Environmental Appeal Board (EAB). 

The wheels of justice move agonizingly slow, as we all
anxiously await court rulings on:

• a May 19 application for a Judicial Review of the EAB
hearings;

• a petition from the CVRD to enforce their zoning bylaw
since the toxic waste dumping at the South Island Aggregates
(SIA) quarry in Shawnigan Lake is not a permitted use under
the F1 zoning for the property. Hearings for this just concluded
on Friday, November 6; and

• a November 4, Notice of Application in BC Supreme Court,
filed by the Shawnigan Residents Association’s legal team, that
a stay of the permit be granted pending the results of the
complete judicial review. 

Meanwhile, sources have warned that more truckloads of
contaminated soil are to be dumped very soon, before court
rulings are clear. 

Within the CVRD and the Shawnigan Lake Official
Community Plan, the SIA mine site, valid under F1 zoning, was
to be reclaimed with clean fill, allowing the potential for new
homes to be built once mining operations ceased. You can’t put
new homes on top of a contaminated soil facility. Future real
estate potential for that commanding mountain view would be
gone. In fact, quoting from the EAB March 15 Appeal Decision: 

‘SIA had begun stockpiling clean fill on Lot 21, to be used
as needed. However, in or about late October of 2010,
approximately 1,250 tonnes of contaminated soil was
deposited onto Lot 21 from a site in Greater Victoria.
Testing revealed that some of the soil had concentrations
of tetrachloroethylene, also known as perchloroethylene
(‘PERC’), above the residential land use standards set out
in the Contaminated Sites Regulation, and could not be
accepted as clean fill for the quarry… for the purposes of
this Background, the importance of the PERC soil is that
it may have been the impetus to the permit application.
There was now a need to deal with the PERC soil on the
site. There was also a need to reclaim the quarry. A
contaminated soil landfill facility would meet both needs,
and would be a way to turn the reclamation requirement
under the mine permit into a business opportunity.

‘As a result, in the summer of 2010, SIA began
investigating the possibility of developing a landfill for
contaminated soil on Lot 23. It retained Active Earth
Engineering Ltd (‘Active Earth’) to draft the permit
application and undertake the technical assessment of the
Site.’

That contaminated soil, still sits there, untreated, 5 years
later.

Before and during the EAB hearings, which concluded on
July 25 last year, Active Earth Engineering’s model of the quarry
bedrock geology was repeatedly called into question by qualified
hydrogeologists called by SRA and CVRD.

It was established that the bedrock is actually fractured, that
water moves easily within the fissures and that the technical
assessment done by the proponent’s engineers was rudimentary
at best and certainly highly optimistic. 

While the EAB hearings were still underway, the EAB gave
South Island Aggregates permission to accept a previous
contract for 8,000 tonnes of dredged sediments from a Marine
Bulk Terminal near Prince Rupert—shipped and dumped in
Shawnigan, even though the facility was not yet operational. 

Contaminated soils are being transported from places as far
away as Prince Rupert, bypassing numerous well run Tervita
sites on the mainland, north island and one in south island’s
Highlands, to be dumped in Shawnigan. SIA lawyer, John
Alexander, was quoted as saying the material did not contain
dangerous compounds, just sodium and chloride—into our
freshwater watershed?

Fears that SIA intends to accept toxic material from up and
down the coast, perhaps even barges of it from Washington and
Oregon, were all lent credibility by the Prince Rupert contract
example. Millions of tons of contaminated soils could be headed
for the Saanich Inlet, offloaded at Bamberton, and trucked up
the road to be dumped in our watershed. 

At a Ministry of Environment public meeting held on July
15, concerned Shawnigan residents were told that surface
samples and samples down to half a metre in depth were tested
by MOE staff: ‘Based on that information, they determined that
there really wasn’t any additional compelling reasons to go any
deeper.’The fill on Lot 21 is 250 feet deep, and yet, no core
samples were taken and tested.

Eyewitnesses have claimed that all manner of industrial fill
has been buried on Lot 21, including car parts. MLA Andrew
Weaver, internationally known climate scientist, has visited the
site on more than one occasion, and taken his own independent
samples. He stated that it was apparent when he visited that
‘substantial amounts’ of building materials had been deposited
at Lot 21. ‘There was also clear evidence that run-off from this
site failed drinking water standards at the point of entry with
Shawnigan Creek. And visually, this water looked nothing like
any other water in nearby surface and running water.’ Enriched
metal values in sediments downstream from Lot 21 suggest a
source within the site and provided ‘very clear evidence of heavy
metals.’ 

As MLA Weaver said, ‘Ministry of Environment sampling
has been woefully inadequate given that we are talking about a
site at the headwaters of a community drinking watershed and
on top of an aquifer.’ 

As I write this, many faithful volunteers are working tirelessly
to help give spawning Pacific Coho a chance to complete their
lifecycle. After the dangers their ocean journey entailed, it is
thrilling to see them return home to Shawnigan. However, as
Andrew Weaver has exposed, the role that Shawnigan Creek
and the lake play in that conservation effort is in grave peril from
the contamination leaching from Lot 21. 

Shawnigan coho are the back-up stock for the Goldstream
salmon run. At the Goldstream hatchery, locked gates, sign
in/sign out protocols and an almost military protection for
CRD’s watershed is blatant proof of the imbalance in our
island’s/our province’s watershed protection.

For the first time ever, in 16 years as a Shawnigan resident,
Stage 3 water restrictions were in effect for much of this summer
and this province is facing likely just the beginning of very
serious drought conditions in the years to come. 

That this government’s and the MOE’s position, place the
future safety of any of BC’s valuable drinking water at risk feels
nothing short of criminal. It is beyond our comprehension what
agenda compels the MOE to hold firm to their  position in all of
this; as it most certainly is not about the science.

Numerous offers by the CVRD to help locate a more suitable
site for a toxic soil treatment facility have all been ignored.
Shawnigan Lake residents need you to stand together with us,
as the future safety of drinking water for all BC residents
depends on the strength of that unity.

Sylvia Gray, Shawnigan Lake
Ed’s Note: Text for closing arguments of the SRA and CVRD,
and the EAB decision, are available from: theSRA.ca. Also:
www.andrewweavermla.ca/2015/07/16/soils-shawnigan-lake-
watershedquestions. See also related article, page 6. 0

Readers’ Letters

25,000 copies this edition

3,495 print copies on Ferry Routes and in:
Victoria • Saanich • Sidney • Cobble Hill
Mill Bay • Crofton • Duncan • Chemainus

Ladysmith • Nanaimo • Bowser • Courtenay
Port Alberni • Campbell River • Powell River
6,500 online readers each edition 

Island Tides Publishing Ltd
Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0

Tel: 250.216.2267• News: news@islandtides.com
Advertising: islandtides@islandtides.com

Advertising Deadline: Wednesday Between Publications

Canadian Addressed Subscription: $57.75pa
US Addressed Subscription: $80.00pa

For unaddressed delivery & online readers:
Suggested Voluntary Subscription is $30pa

www.islandtides.com

Owner, Publisher & Editor: 
Christa Grace-Warrick

Editorial & Publishing Assistant: Natalie Dunsmuir 
Contributors: Patrick Brown, Priscilla Ewbank, Elizabeth May,

Toby Snelgrove, Al Higginbottom, Murray Dobbin, 
Yves Tiberghien, Cathy Takagaki, s

15,005 print copies delivered to all
households on 14 Gulf Islands 

Every Second Thursday
Strait of Georgia’s only 

Free & Mail-Delivered Newspaper

Salt Spring • Mayne • Galiano • Pender • Saturna
Gabriola • Denman • Hornby • Quadra • Cortes 

Read • Texada • Lasqueti • Thetis

www.islandtides.com

Page 4, Island Tides, November 26, 2015

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…
We’ll take anything with a

deposit for a full refund.

Open daily 9am to 6pm      

250.539.2936

SATURNA GENERAL STORE

101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

fax: 250-656-0443     Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net

2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

250-656-1334

Your Dream. Your Style. Your Budget.

BUILD FOR LESS!
YOUR NEW HOME

starting as low as

$88,474

Contact us for a no obligation quote...
1-866-971-0239 | www.TrafalgarHomes.ca

• Over 30 years of experience
• Complete within as little as 8 weeks
• 30% lower cost than a custon designed home
• Many designs to choose from
• Financing program available
• Built to code and industry standards

Act Now

5% OFF
List Price

Conditions Apply

Starfish & Seagulls
Dear Editor:

Starfish have disappeared from our bay…and from Saturna
Island… and much more.

Today, walking on the beach at Russell Reef, I came upon
four dead seagulls. Torn apart by scavenging animals, how they
died was not apparent. Long time familiar with our coastal area,
I have never seen such a sight before. Conversationally, I have
heard seagulls ‘are more scarce now’. 

What do we know? Who investigates? What is the killer?
Robin Mathews, Saturna

BCNDP Power Plan
Dear Editor:
John Horgan’s PowerBC plan would create jobs and save
money. PowerBC will be implemented if the New Democrats
form government in 2017 and is the Opposition’s response to
the ill-considered Site C project. 

BCHydro’s own forecasts indicate Site C would lose $800
million in the first four years of operation. The Joint Review
Panel concluded that there are a number of options that would
be less costly than Site C, and of course would avoid submerging
thousands of acres of First Nations traditional lands and
precious farm land.

As an economist who has worked in the field, I agree with a
number of energy analysts and industry representatives that the
PowerBC Plan represents sound public policy that will create
many more jobs than Site C, and will save residential,
commercial and industrial ratepayers money. I have been a
strong advocate for conservation within the Opposition Caucus
and in the legislature and I’m very pleased that energy
conservation is the foundation of this plan.

In many circumstances, conservation is the most cost
efficient way of addressing energy needs. On a per dollar of
expenditure basis, energy conservation measures also generate



S O U T H E R N  S T R A I T  O F  G E O R G I A

H O M E  O F  T H E  O R C A S

Known by Coast Salish peoples as “SQELATES”, meaning “home”, the 
Southern Strait of Georgia has long been revered for its role in nurturing 
both human and natural ecosystems. It provides economic, cultural, and 
recreational opportunities for communities throughout the region and has 
supported First Nations for millennia.

Between Vancouver and Victoria lie the 

emerald waters of the Southern Strait of 

Georgia, home to Canada’s most endangered 

orcas and more than 3000 marine species. 

These include many “world giants” including 

the world’s largest octopus, anemone, sea 

star and barnacle, as well as ancient glass 

sponge reefs, 100-year-old rockfi sh, vast 

schools of herring and salmon, and millions 

of seabirds.

The Gulf Islands and rugged shoreline 
of Vancouver Island form a network of 
reefs, bays, cliff s and channels that are 

fed by the open waters of the Strait, creating 
diverse habitats for plants and animals to 
feed, rest and breed.  

Critical habitat
Currently, 22 species in the marine waters 
of the Southern Strait of Georgia are 
either federally designated as Endangered, 
Threatened, Special Concern, or considered 
high conservation priority by the government 
of British Columbia. 

The Southern Strait of Georgia is critical 
habitat for our endangered southern resident 
orcas. The Southern Residents have enjoyed 
a recent baby boom but their population is 

still critically low, barely above 80 animals, 
compared to an estimate of 200 in the 
late 1800s (according to the US National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration).

Threats to the system
But industrial and commercial activities, 
pollution and climate change threaten the 
health of these waters and the species that 
live there, including us humans.  According to 
Parks Canada, the Southern Strait of Georgia 
is “…the most heavily utilized and impacted 
of all the marine regions on the west coast of 
Canada.” 

These threats are not new, but they are 
increasing. Back in 1969, Jacques Cousteau, 
world-famous ocean explorer, called for the 
urgent long-term protection of the Southern 
Strait of Georgia as a marine park and warned 
that without protection, the vibrant marine 
ecosystems that span our shores are doomed. 

A healthy marine environment provides a 
range of vital “ecosystem services” including 
protection from wave damage and fl oods, 
nutrient cycling, water cleaning, and carbon 
storage, so failing to protect our marine 
environment will have serious consequences 
for everyone.

What’s being done?
In 2003 Parks Canada proposed a National 

Marine Conservation Area, to protect the 
ecological, cultural and recreational values 
of the Southern Strait of Georgia. In 2010 
a proposed boundary for the NMCA was 
jointly released by Parks Canada and the 
Province of BC. But 13 years later these 
waters are still not protected.  

A National Marine Conservation Area 
would prohibit harmful industrial activities 
such as oil and gas exploration, mining and 
dumping, and ensure that all other activities 
are managed in a sustainable, conservation-
minded manner. Like National Parks, 
National Marine Conservation Areas reap 
economic benefi ts to local communities, 
creating jobs, safeguarding resources, 

maintaining recreational and cultural values, 
and promoting tourism.  

Since 1997, CPAWS-BC has led the 
Southern Strait of Georgia Marine 
Conservation Network  - a coalition of 
conservancy and community groups, 
scientists, and stakeholders in the in the 
region working to support and strengthen 
eff orts to protect the marine environment. 
For almost three decades we have been 
working together to defend our coast and 
make sure that our waters, the orcas and 
other marine species that live here, get the 
long-term protection that they so badly 
need. 

Worth fi ghting for
We need to protect the Southern Strait of 
Georgia now, for future generations. Please 
join us in standing up for our coast and 
asking the new Minister of Environment and 
Climate Change to fi nish the Southern Strait 
of Georgia National Marine Conservation 
Area before it is too late.

Learn more
Visit www.homeoftheorcas.org

Tiger Rockfi sh

Great Blue Heron

CPAWS
Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society
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S O U T H E R N  S T R A I T  O F  G E O R G I A

W H E R E  Y O U  C A N  F I N D  T H E  W I L D L I F E

N A T U R E  G U I D E

GABRIOLA ISLANDS & 
GABRIOLA PASSAGE
Each year in the early spring, vast schools 
of herring crowd the shorelines of Gabriola 
and surrounding islands, to lay their eggs. 
Herring are an important source of food 
and bring many other species to this area, 
including rockfi sh, diving birds, seals and 
porpoises. When the herring spawn en masse 
feeding frenzies can occur. Lookouts over 
False Narrows and the beach at Drumbreg 
Park on Gabriola Island are great places for 
wildlife watching. 

VALDES EAST
The waters of BC are a critical feeding 
ground for Humpback whales. They arrive 
every spring to feed on large schools of 
small fi sh and krill over the summer, before 
migrating thousands of kilometers to the 
warm, but food-poor waters, of Hawaii and 
Mexico where they breed. In addition to 
humpback whales, the open waters of the 
Strait of Georgia are also used by Minke 
whales, the occasional Grey whale, transient 
orcas, and the fi sh-eating northern and 
southern resident orcas. 

PORLIER PASS & TRINCOMALI
Porlier Pass is a globally Important Bird Area, 
home to thousands of gulls and cormorants, 
as well as guillemots, ducks, loons and 
shorebirds, which gather in large fl ocks to 
feed in the strong currents of the channel, 
particularly in the winter. The islands in 
Trincomali Channel are often covered with 
resting seals and active birds including 
black oystercatchers and pigeon guillemots. 
Dionisio Point on the northern tip of 
Galiano and Wallace islands in Trincomali are 
provincial parks that can only be accessed by 
boat or kayak . 

STUART CHANNEL
The stretch of Stuart Channel between 
Vancouver, Thetis and Kuper Islands is a 
Rockfi sh Conservation Area. Rockfi sh are 
usually found in deeper water; some species 
can live for upwards of a hundred years but 
grow and reproduce very slowly, so they 

are not able to repopulate quickly and have 
been overfi shed. Rockfi sh conservation 
areas prohibit certain types of fi shing to help 
their populations recover, while allowing 
other types of fi shing like crab and shrimp 
trapping, mid-water trawling and gill-netting. 

SANSUM NARROWS
Where there are fi sh, we also fi nd seals, 
porpoises and birds that hunt them. Stuart 
Channel is a common area to fi nd porpoises 
and Sansum Narrows between Cowichan and 
Salt Spring Island is home to bald eagles and 
osprey. A hunting osprey will plunge to the 
water at great speed and when back in the 
air will swivel its feet so that it is carries the 
unlucky fi sh head fi rst to reduce drag.

ACTIVE PASS
Active Pass is an Important Bird Area 
designated for the large numbers of loons, 
cormorants and gulls using the rich tidal 
waters during migration and overwintering. 
Bonaparte’s gulls breed in the boreal 
forests of Canada and Mexico and migrate 
through the Gulf Islands on their way to 
their overwintering grounds in the south. 
Forty-three species of marine and marine 
associated birds regularly use Active Pass 
at some time during the year. Southern 
resident orcas are seen throughout the 
year passing through the channel on their 
way to the Strait of Georgia and breaching 
and tail slapping as they exit at the eastern 
edge. The Georgina Point Lighthouse on 
Mayne and Bluff s Park and Bellhouse Park 
on Galiano provide excellent wildlife viewing 
opportunities.

CAPTAIN PASSAGE AND 
PREVOST CHANNEL
The waters between Prevost and Salt Spring 
Island are an important habitat for rockfi sh 
and designated a Rockfi sh Conservation 
Area. The shores of Prevost are lined 
with kelp beds, which provide shelter for 
many species of fi sh and invertebrates and 
create important hunting grounds for seals, 
porpoises and whales. When conditions are 
good there is no better way to explore the 
wildlife of Prevost Channel and Captain 
Passage than by kayak. 

NE SATURNA AND BOILING 
REEF
Just off  northeast Saturna lies the Belle 
Chain, a small group of rugged islets that are 
usually covered in wildlife. Between October 

and May the islands are occupied by Steller’s 
Sea Lions, the largest of the sea lion and fur 
seal family. They use the islands as a haul out 
between feeding, and move to their breeding 
grounds in northern B.C. in spring. At the 
southern end of the island, just off  of East 
Point is Boiling Reef. Strong currents and 
upwellings make the surface waters ripple 
and boil. Sea lions, seals, porpoises, orcas 
and large fl ocks of birds feed on the schools 
of fi sh and invertebrates that thrive in the 
nutrient rich waters of the reef. East Point 
is one of the best wildlife viewing points in 
the Gulf Islands; visitors standing on the 
sandstone beach can be treated to up-close 
views of passing orcas. 

SWANSON CHANNEL AND 
BOUNDARY PASS
Swanson Channel and Boundary Pass are 
large open stretches of water. The southern 
resident orcas can often be seen close to 
shore along North Pender Island as they 
chase salmon and travel up Swanson Channel 
on their way to Active Pass. Minke whales 
may be seen surrounded by large fl ocks 
of birds where there is plenty of krill and 
small fi sh to feed on. They are one of the 
smallest species of baleen whale and one of 
the most elusive; you might spot their long 
backs and tiny dorsal fi ns as they surface, 
but it is usually a brief glimpse. Brooks Point 
on South Pender Island off ers tremendous 
opportunities for wildlife watching. Swanson 
View and the Oak Bluff s look out on North 
Pender Island provide panoramic views of 
Swanson Channel. 

COWICHAN BAY 
One of the large inlets and estuaries in the 
region, Cowichan Bay is an exceptionally 
productive area. Eelgrass beds fringe the 
coast providing important habitat for many 
species. The inlet is also an Important Bird 
Area, particularly for Marbled Murrelets. 
Marbled Murrelets are small seabirds that 
are closely related to puffi  ns, they are 
excellent swimmers and divers and feed in 

coastal waters, close to shore. Unlike puffi  ns, 
they nest in coastal old-growth forest, so 
their numbers have greatly declined with 
deforestation.

SIDNEY CHANNEL, SIDNEY 
ISLAND AND HARO STRAIT 
Haro Strait is a major migratory route into 
the Strait of Georgia from the open ocean. 
Sidney Channel is an Important Bird Area, 
colourful sea ducks, fast-moving shorebirds 
and gulls move through the area on their 
fl ights between their summer breeding 
grounds and overwintering grounds. Sidney 
Spit is accessible only by boat and off ers 
some remarkable bird watching opportunities 
at the right time of year. Orcas, seals and 
porpoises pass by Sidney Island as they 
travel towards the Gulf Islands. Reefs form 
along the edge of coasts and islets in Haro 
Strait, where kelp thrives creating habitat 
for rockfi sh and other marine life. The 
reefs of the Southern Strait of Georgia are 
home to many of the world’s largest marine 
invertebrates including the world’s largest 
octopus, anemone, nudibranch and sea star. 

GLASS SPONGES 
Glass sponges get their name from their 
fragile skeleton, which is made of silica 
(glass) that is dissolved in seawater. Glass 
sponges are simple animals that fi lter food, 
oxygen and dissolved silica from seawater as 
it passes through the hollow tubes that form 
their bodies. In 2002 glass sponge reefs were 
discovered just off  the east coast Galiano 
and Mayne Islands. Reefs are formed when 
sponge grows on top of sponge. Although 
glass sponges are found worldwide, only a 
few living glass sponge reefs have ever been 
discovered, and with the exception of one 
reef in Alaska, all are found in B.C. In the 
inner waters of Saanich Inlet are a number 
of “glass sponge gardens”, where individual 
glass sponges grow on rock in shallower 
water. Glass sponge reefs and gardens 
provide important habitat to many species, 
particularly juvenile rockfi sh and prawns.

HOW CAN YOU HELP:

Stand with us and ask the new Minister of 
Environment and Climate Change to protect 
the Southern Strait of Georgia and fi nally 
complete the National Marine Conservation 
Area.

Visit www.homeoftheorcas.com

Orcas

Pigeon Guillemots
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Southern Gulf Islands Scheduling
BC FERRIES SOUTHERN GULF 
ISLANDS SCHEDULING PROCESS

BC Ferries will be introducing two  
new Salish Class vessels, fuelled by  
LNG, in the Southern Gulf Islands  
region in 2017. These sister-ships will  
allow us to better match capacity 
with demand, while contributing to  
fare affordability and sustainability. 
Between Tsawwassen and the Gulf 
Islands, BC Ferries will operate a 
smaller, more efficient vessel in the 
winter when demand for ferry travel 
is lower. From springtime to early 
autumn, we will increase to two 
vessels, which allows us to provide 
more service and greater capacity  
at the times of the year that it’s  
needed most.  

The upcoming introduction of the 
Salish Eagle and the Salish Raven into 
service is an opportunity to revisit the 
sailing schedules for the area. BC Ferries 
is continuing with Phase Two of our 
Southern Gulf Islands schedule review 
in our continued effort to better align 
customers’ needs, while balancing 
capacity with demand and the sea-
sonality of ferry travel.

WORK TO DATE – PHASE ONE  
AND TWO

We conducted Phase One of our South-
ern Gulf Islands schedule process in 
the spring. To understand the needs 
of our customers, we conducted a 
web survey. Phase Two started in the 
summer with public open houses on 
each of the five Southern Gulf Islands 
served by BC Ferries, as well as in 
Sidney and Richmond. These sessions 
were attended by over 1,000 partici-
pants and provided customers with 
the opportunity to give their feedback 
on the schedule options we presented. 

While we’ve done a great deal of 
analysis and traffic modelling, we  
know that getting our customers’ input 
is just as important. Trying to balance 
the competing wants and needs of five 
islands (Salt Spring, Galiano, Pender, 
Mayne and Saturna) is a challenge and 
requires careful consideration before 
making any adjustments.

FEEDBACK FROM THE PUBLIC OPEN 
HOUSES AND WEB SURVEYS

While we heard from many people that 
the increased frequency of connections 
to Tsawwassen with the schedule 
options presented would be a positive 
change, we also heard loud and clear 
that customers did not prefer the 
proposed schedules from outer-islands 
to Swartz Bay, or the proposed changes 
to inter-island connections. Some said 
the draft schedules, which allowed less 
time for commuters, appointments and 
shopping in Victoria, were not as con-
venient as the current schedules. We 
also heard that many businesses rely 
on the current schedules and change 
for them would be difficult.

YOU SPOKE AND WE LISTENED 
– DRAFT SCHEDULES CHANGED 
BASED ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION

Based on the valuable feedback we’ve 
received, BC Ferries has made addi-
tional adjustments to the draft 
schedules. The schedules now being 
presented support our customers’ 
desire for sailing times and routing 
that more closely model the current 
schedules, with added improvements 
we believe ferry users will appreciate. 
We are striving to preserve many of 
the benefits of the schedules pre-
sented at the public open houses, 
while also addressing concerns raised 
at those meetings.

Highlights of the updated draft 
schedules include:

•  The off-peak schedules are similar 
to current service. 

•  In the shoulder seasons, weekend 
service will be increased with the 
second new Salish Class vessel. 

•  In the peak season, there will be more 
sailing opportunities while main-
taining inter-island connections on 
weekdays, as well as improvements 
from Tsawwassen to the Southern 
Gulf Islands on weekends. 

WE NEED YOUR CONTINUED 
PARTICIPATION – PHASE TWO

To view the draft schedules and to 
complete the Customer Feedback 
Survey, please visit bcferries.com. 
The survey will be made available 
online between November 23 and 
December 14, 2015. After we analyze 
the results of the Phase 2 survey, we 
will communicate the new Southern 
Gulf Island schedules with a Phase 
3 survey. We expect to finalize the 
schedules in the spring of 2016, for 
implementation in the spring of 
2017, when the new Salish Class 
vessels enter service.

BC Ferries thanks our customers for 
their continued participation in this 
scheduling process. The Southern 
Gulf Islands service is an extremely 
complex network and with two new 
vessels coming into service in 2017, 
it’s important to take this opportu-
nity to help us shape our service. We 
understand the vital role BC Ferries 
plays in maintaining the quality of 
life of people who live and work on 
the islands, and how you count on us 
to facilitate the delivery of commer-
cial goods critical to residents and 
local economies.

From the feedback received at the 
open houses this summer, draft schedules for 
the Southern Gulf Islands have been revised.

Your feedback on these revisions matter, and customers 
are invited to participate in an online Customer Feedback 
Survey to help shape service for the following routes:

Tsawwassen to/from Pender Island, Mayne Island,  
Saturna Island, Galiano Island, and Salt Spring Island

Swartz Bay to/from Pender Island, Mayne Island,  
Saturna Island, and Galiano Island

Inter-Island travel between Pender Island, Mayne Island, 
Saturna Island, Galiano Island, and Salt Spring Island

Please participate by visiting bcferries.com between 
November 23 and December 14, 2015.

For more information, visit us online, call 1-888 BC FERRY 
(223-3779) or email sgischeduling@bcferries.com.

We want to hear from you...

SPONSORED CONTENT

www.islandtides.com

Since November 4 and the swearing in of a new
government, change in Ottawa has been immediate. It is
as if a weight has lifted. More people are smiling. Of

course, believing that any government will keep its promises is
a bit like getting remarried—a matter of hope triumphing over
experience. 

One of the most encouraging signs of significant change has
been the release of the letters of mandate to all of the incoming
Cabinet ministers. These letters are typically sent by prime
ministers to each member of cabinet to set out their expectations.  

Letters to members of Privy Council are like most things
associated with Privy Council—‘privy’—secret. For the first time
in Canadian history the letters of mandate have been made
public (they can be read in full on the prime minister’s office
website). 

The majority of the text in each letter is identical. Each
minister has been instructed to deliver a new level of openness
and transparency. Each letter mentions climate change as a
priority. Each highlights the importance of a new relationship
with indigenous peoples: ‘It is time for a renewed, nation-to-
nation relationship with Indigenous Peoples, based on
recognition of rights, respect, co-operation, and partnership.’

Each letter sets out a high bar; expectations for ministerial
accountability, ethics and willingness to collaborate closely with
members of the Liberal Caucus, Opposition Members of
Parliament, the public service, citizens, civil society, organized
labour, business and stakeholders, including charities. Specific
language informs ministers that they are expected to be available
to journalists, who ‘by asking necessary questions contribute in

an important way to the democratic process. Your
professionalism and engagement with them is essential.’

The impact of the instructions to engage with reporters has
already thrown the press gallery for a loop. Reporters can no
longer keep up with the accessibility of multiple Cabinet
ministers available for interviews and scrums several times a
day. ‘This will take some getting used to…’ they mutter
apologetically after missing a planned interview with me due to
an unplanned ministerial scrum. 

Each letter also contains a specific mandate unique to the
departmental scope under a minister’s direction. Most of them
are very encouraging. Only one minister has a letter of mandate
virtually unchanged from the previous government. The
Minister of International Trade is to press for CETA and TPP.
Clearly ‘real change’ has not changed the neo-liberal agenda for
trade and globalization.

The new mandates for support for science (in many letters,
but especially in environment, fisheries, business and innovation
and, of course, in the Ministry of Science) has been confirmed
by the instructions delivered last week to all government
scientists that they are all free to speak publicly to media or
anyone without having to obtain permission. 

The renamed Minister for Environment and Climate Change
has an overarching mandate ‘to take the lead in implementing
the government’s plan for a clean environment and a sustainable
economy.  Your key priority will be to ensure that our
government provides national leadership to reduce emissions,
combat climate change and price carbon.’

Not surprisingly the first order of business is to develop a new

climate plan and attend COP21. Unfortunately, the mandate
continues, as did the Liberal platform, to sequence the
development of a new target for carbon reductions after the
COP21 negotiations end. I continue to hope that the fact a First
Ministers Conference on climate took place November 23 and
could allow consensus for a new target before the negotiations
open on November 30.

Minister McKenna has a mandate to fix many of the laws
wrecked by the previous government, in conjunction with other
ministers. As the letter is worded: ‘immediately review Canada’s
environmental assessment processes to regain public trust—and
help get resources to market and introduce new, fair processes.’
It would be more appropriate to state the EA process was to serve
the purpose of protecting the environment, rather than to ‘help
get resources to market’.  

Speaking of which, the Minister of Transport, Mark Garneau,
is responsible for placing a moratorium against oil tanker traffic
on BC’s Northern Coast, signaling the official death knell of
Enbridge project. (Of course, with Keystone cancelled and with
Enbridge scrapped, we will have a fight to prevent Energy East
and Kinder Morgan expansion.)

There are promising commitments to democratic reform,
including moving away from First Past the Post, to repealing
parts of C51 and the Fair Elections Act, restoring the Court
Challenges Programme, creating rules to prevent abuse of
prorogation and omnibus budget bills, and re-negotiating the
Canada Health Accord. 

All of this is encouraging. None should be taken for granted.
But, I’ll admit it. It does feel like ‘sunny ways’.  0

Mandate letters - Elizabeth May, MP

President Obama announced that the State Department had
turned down Trans-Canada’s Keystone XL proposal. Keystone
would have transported Canadian crude to the US Gulf Coast.

The Alberta Minister indicated that the province's attention
would move to Trans-Canada Pipeline’s Energy East proposal,
and Kinder Morgan’s Trans Mountain extension project. Both
these have potential to deliver Alberta crude to tidewater .

Stop NEB Pipeline Reviews
Citing ‘fatal flaws’ in the National Energy Board’s review panel
process, Greenpeace Canada, Environmental Defence Canada,
and the Georgia Strait Alliance, backed by nearly a hundred
other civil society organizations, have written to Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau and Environment and Climate Change Minister
Catherine McKenna requesting an immediate halt to the NEB’s
reviews of Kinder Morgan’s Trans Mountain and Trans-
Canada’s Energy East pipeline proposals.

The letter asks for an immediate public review of Canada’s
environmental assessment processes and, in partnership with

First Nations, ensuring that the Crown ‘is fully executing its
consultation, accommodation, and consent obligations on
project reviews and assessments, in accordance with its
constitutional and international human rights obligations.
These include Aboriginal and Treaty rights and the United
Nations Declarations on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.’

That review would include upstream and downstream
greenhouse gas emissions; enabling early, ongoing, and
meaningful public participation, and ensuring the ability of
Indigenous Peoples to exercise their decision making authority
according to their respective laws and governance systems.
Construction of Site C Passes 100-Day Mark

Construction on the Site C hydroelectric dam now includes a
cut of 13,000 square metres of timber in clearing 530 hectares
of land and the start of 15 kilometres of road. Excavation has
also begun and over 1 million square metres of material has
been relocated. Work has also begun on a 1,600 person lodge
that will house construction workers.

The site preparation phase of construction is expected to last
until early 2016 and the overall construction of the dam should
take nearly a decade. 
Trans-Canada Gives Up On St Lawrence Oil Port
Trans-Canada’s proposal for an oil port for its Energy East
pipeline proposal at Cacouna, on the St Lawrence River, has
been shelved. Local opposition to the port centered on the
impact of oil shipments and possible spills on the river’s Beluga
whale population.

The conflict over the whales has delayed the entire project
by as much as two years. And now Quebec Premier Philippe
Couillard has expressed doubts about the economic benefits to
his province from the pipeline. Seventy Quebec municipalities
have expressed opposition to the pipeline over health, security,
and ecosystems issues.

Trans-Canada is now pushing for pipeline tidewater access
on the Bay of Fundy. 0

ENERGY MEGA PROJECT NEWS from page 2



On Tuesday, November 17, Island Health lifted a no-water-use
water advisory from the south end of Shawnigan Lake after
inspections and Ministry of Environment laboratory tests
confirm no risk to the public’s health. 

On November 13 at 2:30pm, Island Health was notified by
the Ministry of Environment of non-containment of surface
water from the South Island Aggregates site. Water flow from
this area travels several kilometres in Shawnigan Creek and
enters the south end of Shawnigan Lake. 

After a comprehensive review of the situation and discussion
of risk, Island Health’s Medical Health Officers recommended
that water in the south section of the lake not be used for
drinking water until an investigation was completed.

At 4:30pm, Island Health issued a blanket no-water-use
advisory advising residents not to use water taken from the
south end of Shawnigan Lake. A no-water-use advisory means:
do not use or draw water for residential or commercial use,
including bathing/personal hygiene, drinking and food
preparation. It is generally assumed that some private residents
who draw water from the lake may not properly treat the water;
hence the cautionary advisory to not use the water was issued.

Over the weekend, officials from Ministry of Environment

conducted further site inspections and collected water sampling
from: the location of the excursion of surface water off the South
Island Aggregates property; the treatment facility discharge;
and; the creek close to the mouth into the lake. As well, visual
inspection and photos confirmed limited in-creek to lake
sediment movement.

Final test results received on Tuesday, November 17 show
that there was no risk to the public’s health had water been
consumed or used. Island Health’s Medical Health Officer took
additional time on Tuesday to make a decision about the
advisory because of new reports of non-containment of surface
water at the site due to continuing precipitation.

On-site inspections suggest that the flow of water across the
site, the modifications for site containment since Friday
November 13, volume of water released, and the dilution in high
stream flow conditions all maintained protection of the lake. 

‘This incident may not have put people at risk, but does
highlight the importance of protecting both public and private
drinking water sources,’ said Island Health Medical Health
Officer Dr Paul Hasselback. ‘For people who draw lake water
for private residence drinking purposes, like some residents on
Shawnigan Lake, it is important that they have proper
treatment processes in place.’ 

Long-term resolution will require appropriate water
containment within the site and would be directed by Ministry
of the Environment, says VIHA.  

Questions from the public can be directed to the
Environmental Health Office in Duncan, at 250.737.2010 or
by email HPES.Duncan@viha.ca . 0
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NAME YEARS OF 
SERVICE

Claude Kennedy 25

Martin Thorn 25

Gerardine Charlton 20

William (Chip) Chipman 20

Ken Garner 20

Moray Kennedy 20

Tom Vikander 20

Dawne Fennell 15

Julie Johnston 15

Sarah Kerrigan 15

Richard Lee 15

Jude Shugar 15

Dan Sparanese 15

Cheryl Boland 10

Janisse Browning 10

Steve Dunsmuir 10

Shari Hambrook 10

Kelda Logan 10

Tony Mason 10

Rick Neufeld 10

Laura Wedman 10

Leah Ashford 5

Dorianna Chessa 5

Malindi Curtis 5

Sue McKenzie 5

Andrew McPhee 5

Marie Saint-Pierre 5

Valeskca San Martin 5

Julianna Slomka 5

Marie Soto de Podritske 5

Ara Van Riel 5

Ron Willick 5

SD #64 - GULF ISLANDS

All these dedicated individuals make
our schools wonderful places to learn.

Congratulations and thank you from the
Board of Education!

NAME Years of Service

B.C.’s leading professionals on the 
Disability Tax Credit, with a 99.5% success rate

For People With Chronic Medical Conditions 
(several categories)

Teresa Young DISABILITY TAX CREDIT SPECIALIST
Northern/Southern Gulf Islands, 
Sidney and Saanich Regions

Members of the BBB, B.C. Seniors Living Association and Royal Canadian Legion

FREE eligibility assessments available
(by appointment). Disability Tax credits
(refunds) are retroactive up to 10
years/filed any time of year.
Age/whether working or not are not 
determining factors for the tax credit.

For more info please contact Teresa 
(250) 629-3461 or (250) 222-0095 
teresa.young@enabledfinancial.ca
www.enabledfinancial.ca

www.islandtides.com
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Peter Christenson  •  250-858-9575
www.shorelinedesign.ca
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• Fully insured

• Excellent
references
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~ Rainwater Harvesting
~ Water treatment for wells,

surface supplies & seawater
~ Filtration & Disinfection
~ Slow sand filtration
~ Small systems Health

Authority approvals

Serving The Gulf Islands & BC since 1988
info@watertiger.net  TF: 1‐855‐777‐1220

Rain has brought sweeps of mushrooms popping up and
our rough-skinned newts are on the move—at the
slowest pace ever. Hard to tell which moves faster—an

emerging mushroom or a rough skinned newt. Once that road
asphalt has a skim of rainwater on it and the roadsides are
spongy with red-brown needles, you see them; tiny dinosaurs,
little toes splayed out, one leg lifted for locomotion and then the
signal goes out for the next leg to lift and it does. What a delight
but don’t pick them up they are somewhat toxic.

We are now drenched! The sheep are washed as white as
sheets on a clothes line in the wind. The little creek is roaring
out the culvert that crosses under our road. I can hear the
waterfall from the house as the weight of water crashes onto the
rocks and ferns below –no more demure trickles wending
through maidenhair ferns!

Something of note in the local bird world has happened in
our neck of the woods. We have crows back. When Jon and I
first lived at Haggis Farm, in winter in the late dusk, I would see
a dark bunch headed off southeast to somewhere, evening after
evening. Now, for years, our raven pair has had the farm to
themselves but Richard Blagbourne reports seeing a murder of
crows cavorting and riding these recent gale force winds off of
Warburton Pike ridge. Crows have been spotted at Money’s and
I have heard them in our pasture. I would love to know the small
and larger happenings in our local waters and islands that have
created this raucous return. 

Remembrance Day
Saturna celebrates Remembrance Day in a most inclusive way
with the full traditional formality of Canadian Remembrance
Day. Elders and children participating in singing and speeches,
listening to our choir and presentations. The Rec Centre is
decorated and the Woman’s Club feeds us generously with a
full tea service and folks chat and visit. The service is full house
with Islanders joined by off-island family members and
weekenders. 

For me, the most important piece in the service is our two
minutes of silence, together. To me, it represents the
accommodation in each man, woman and child’s heart that had
to be made as the experiences of war engulfed their lives; to
their deaths or their forever transfigured lives. The war was an
encompassing common effort, no matter which side you were
on, and a singular price was paid by all. 

Right now, I have a 20-year-old German woofer staying on
Haggis Farm and we have discussed the impacts of the war:
from his experience in modern Germany to that of his parents
and grandparents. He talks about the profound effect on his
father of growing up with an angry, emotionally destroyed
father—a German-speaking Serbian child who was, at age 12,

incarcerated for years. Lukas’ own father has made great efforts
to be the loving parent that he never had. Lukas, his eldest son,
attests to his success. 

Coincidentally, my cousin, sent me 15 letters that she found
in her mother’s belongs which my American father had written
to her and his parents at home and to his brother who was
fighting in France. 

My father fought from Northern Africa up through Sicily,
landed on Anzio Beach, was part of the fight to take Monte
Cassino that cost 55,000 Allied lives, then fought into the Alps
in Italy as the war was ending. As an enlisted man with no
children, he was demobilized in Italy and did not return to the
US until 1947. 

My father wrote to his brother in France on September 25,
1944. ‘Both mind and body are shaky. I find a new reaction to
shellfire now—involuntary trembling all over for a half hour or
so afterwards. Most unpleasant.’

Joining the war at twenty-one, he returned when he was 26,
and married my mother who he had just met. My mother drove
ambulance in London for 4 years for the British Army and the
US Navy. I noted in my child’s mind that it was odd that my
mother woke up crying in the night from her dreams, and that
she was panicked and overwhelmed easily. We now know so
much about how fragile the human mind and body is. 

Passing Of Friends
There was a sign on the General Store door announcing that Lil
Cunningham had died. Lil wasn’t here on the islands for her
last years; as so often happens due to our limited medical
services. Several years ago she moved to Victoria to be closer to
medical care. Close friends visited and reported back. 

Three islanders, who were no longer living in our midst, have
passed on recently. Doris Ackerman, Chuck Crowley and Lil
were lovely people, dynamic, energetic and knew how to live in
community with plenty to give. Each of them had that
quintessential islander attribute of being themselves fully—and
I and many other friends love them for what they gave and are
grateful to have travelled alongside them in our lives. 

Extending our ability to keep our older community
members happily in our midst is critical. I am applauding the
new government initiative ‘Better at Home’ that has a social
component for our older islanders, and a business component
of paying younger islanders the going wage for helping older
islanders keep their homes up. It seems like this structure just
enhances what we strive to do as a community. 

Many people who visit Saturna Island comment that it is the
people—islanders—that make their stay so memorable as well
as the quiet and the beauty. And we are all visitors—for the
shorthaul or the longhaul. 0

Saturna Notes - Priscilla Ewbank

Island Health imposes and then lifts no-water-use
advisory for the south-end of Shawnigan Lake

Call with a Visa/MC: 1.250.216-2267

If you don’t already receive Island Tides in
your mailbox, you can have it sent addressed

to you for $57.75/year—or gift a copy to
relatives or friends! 

To purchase an addressed subscription:
send a cheque or
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First  months on a 1-year term • Low, one-time $99 Activation Fee

Get high-speed Internet from just $ 9.99/month1

Call today! Ask us if you qualify for the BC Broadband 
Satellite Initiative for rural and remote customers

Connect to what matters:
ast Internet .

What’s On?
Single-venue (50 words):  $39.90 includes image  
Multi-venue (70 words): $52.50 includes image

Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard, please
islandtides@islandtides.com or 250.216.2267

Wed & Fri, Nov 25 & 27, Tues & Thurs, Dec 1 & 3
Gary Holman, MLA Community Meetings—Mayne Island:

WED, NOV 25, Agricultural Hall, 3:30-5pm • Saturna
Island: FRI, NOV 27, Saturna Community Hall, 7-
8:30pm • Galiano Island: TUES, DEC 1, Galiano
Community Library, 3:30-5pm • Pender Island:
THURS, DEC 3, St Peter’s Anglican Church, 4:30-
6pm • Additional information: 1.855.955.5711,

gary.holman.mla@leg.bc.ca • MAYNE, SATURNA, GALIANO,
PENDER

Daily, November 27 to December 22
Wintercraft Christmas Arts and Crafts
Fair—a beguiling selection of work by the
best Southern Gulf Island artists and artisans:
art, jewellery, pottery, scarves, natural soaps
and hand-made ornaments, festive music •
Gallery open daily 10am-5pm • Mahon Hall,
114 Rainbow Road • Info:
www.ssartscouncil.com, 250.537.0899 • SALT SPRING

Saturday & Sunday, December 5 & 6
The 34th Annual Denman Island Craft Faire—two festive halls

featuring 80 vendors from Denman and
surrounding areas • Denman Community
Hall and Activity Centre • 10am–4pm daily
• Admission Free, Shuttle from ferry, so
you can walk on • Info: Autumn White
250.335.2148 • DENMAN

Friday to Sunday, December  4, 5 & 6
Beaver Point Hall   3 1st Annual Christmas
Craft Fair—come share our local artisans’
wares where they were created and meant to be
experienced; it is worth the trip • Beaver Point
Hall, 1361 Beaver Point Road • Friday: 5-9pm;
Sat: 10am-5pm; Sun: 10am-4pm • Info:
www.beaverpointhall.org • SALT SPRING

Friday December 4 till Wednesday, December 30
Red Tree Gallery, ‘A Grand Little Art Show’—
annual group exhibition of small art; warm cider
and festive treats at our Opening Reception on
Saturday, Dec 5 • Hope Bay Centre,4301 Bedwell
Harbour Road • Wed - Sun, 11am - 4pm • Info:
250-629-6800, redtreegallery.ca • PENDER

The venerable Queen of Naniamo has just come out of what will likely be her last refit. Over the last fifty
years she has seen everything. Here, an unusual vehicle was being unloaded.

Next Deadline: December 2

many people living on a Gulf Island, I didn’t have a lot of options
for internet access. I was using cellphone-based sticks and hubs,
like many people do, but wasn’t happy with the service or price
I was getting. 

‘When I first heard about Xplornet 2-way satellite internet I
signed on right away. About a year after becoming an Xplornet
customer I decided to become an Xplornet dealer/installer.
Since then, I’ve travelled to many Gulf Islands, as well as
Vancouver Island, installing internet systems and helping
people with small IT projects. We’ve put satellite dishes in
cowfields, docks, and many other interesting places (Gulf
Islanders are very resourceful and creative)! We’ve also put a
lot of dishes on houses.

‘One of my goals for Clear Blue, regarding satellite internet,
is to create a network of local installers living on Gulf Islands
and providing support and service for their customers, who also
happen to be their neighbours. So I’m always looking for people
who have a mix of skills; some computer/technical background

but also some knowledge of construction/building codes and
comfort with using power tools. Sort of a high-tech handyman.
Together we’re trying to bring high speed internet to every Gulf
Island.

‘Clear Blue has given me the opportunity to travel to some
really incredible places on BC’s south coast and meet some
really delightful people. There is such an amazing mix of people
that you run across in this business and I usually come away
from a job having learned or experienced something new.

‘When I’m not working on Clear Blue projects, my favourite
thing is to get out with my dogs. My dogs are rescue dogs and
offer some challenges because of their history and ‘baggage’ but
they are my family and I love them completely. Thankfully there
is so much green space on Denman to get out into and enjoy.
I’m also up for any hike or bike to somewhere that offers a new
vista or experience! ‘0

BIZZ BUZZ from page 3

Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides
pay for publishing it! Mail or phone in your $30

annual subscription today: 250-216-2267. Thank You!
<

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS

www.islandtides.com



BUY | RAISE | MOVE | LEVEL

RAISE Increase Square Footage
MOVE Subdivide Your Lot!
LEVEL Repair Foundation Issues

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-320-2268 

BUY RECYCLED HOMES

www.islandtides.com

Roasting Fancy Coffee
for mail orders since 1982

from Thetis Island to you
www.potofgoldcoffee.com

www.vanislewater.com

stem Experts The Water Sy
Since 1972

260B Tsolum Rd,
Courtenay B.C.
1-800-665-8311

461 Dupplin Rd,
Victoria B.C.

1-888-444-8497

• P
onds & Water Features

• W
ells & Groundwater Systems

• Water Treatment
• Rainwater & Irrigation

• Swimming Pools & Spas

Two  Locations
to Serve You...
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Moon Date
Full: November 25
New: December 11
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Justin Trudeau has proven to be much
more bold in his first couple of weeks
than almost anyone imagined. Unlike

Jean Chretien and his 1993 election Red Book,
Trudeau actually seems to be intent on keeping
many of his promises. Most importantly he has
done what no other premier or prime minister
in my memory has ever done. He has put
numerous people in ministries who actually
have a passion for their portfolios: a doctor in
charge in health care, a potato farmer in charge
of agriculture, a First Nation’s former treaty
commissioner in Justice, a former CIDA staff
person in charge of International
Development. Trudeau, it seems, genuinely
wants to run a government by cabinet. 

But the real measure of how bold Trudeau
will be is how he deals with the economy. The
Liberals have always been a Bay Street party
and any move away from that tradition seems
unlikely. The biggest test Trudeau will face on
this front is right on the top of the issues pile:
the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) trade
agreement.

First off, let’s be clear that these agreements
are only nominally about trade—they are
actually, as economist Jeffrey Sachs says
‘investment protection agreements’. And for
every Canadian government going back to
Brian Mulroney’s the almost exclusive
economic policy for this country has been a
focus on attracting international investment.

But countries around the world are finally
waking up to the fact these corporate rights
agreements are at the root of many of their
economic and social problems because they
systematically undermine national sovereignty
and the capacity for democratic governance.
The two deals the EU has been negotiating
with Canada (CETA) and the US (the TTP)
may never come to pass as EU civil society, and

several national governments (Germany,
France, Austria, Hungary, the Netherlands
and Greece), are pushing back hard.

The Europeans have finally figured out that
these agreements have little to with trade and
have a lot to do with empowering global
capital. Two of the most important aspects of
these deals which explicitly undermine
democracy are their investor state dispute
settlement (ISDS) provisions which many
Canadian are already familiar with, and the
privileged role that large corporations are
given in the actual legislative process once
these agreements are signed. ISDS provisions
allow corporations to sue governments directly
for any new laws or regulations which reduce
their future profits. 

But what many Canadians may not know
is that the TPP and other such deals allow
corporations to intervene directly in the
process of making new laws and regulations
that may impact them. Article 26.2 of the TPP
(‘publication’) states that any proposed new
measure must be ‘made available’ to
corporations ‘–in a manner that enables
interested persons [corporations] and Parties
[governments] …to comment on those
proposed measures.’ So, not only is there the
chill effect of ISDS but even when they do try
to do so, corporations are given privileged
access to influence the new measures.

None of this is new. These anti-democratic
measures have been exposed over and over
again by civil society groups in countries
around the world. But now there are some
unusual suspects raising the alarm—some of
them otherwise strong promoters of
globalization. Among them: Jeffrey Sachs,
Joseph Stiglitz, the United Nations, and in
Canada Jim Balsillie, the founder of Research
in Motion. If Justin Trudeau really wants to be

bold and refuse to sign the TPP he has some
pretty powerful and influential allies he can
point to.

Sachs, an economist and Columbia
University prof has denounced the TPP: ‘These
proposed agreements are mostly investor
protection agreements… investor protection of
property rights of investors, of prerogatives of
investors, of IP [intellectual property] of
investors, of the regulatory environment of
investors, and so forth. [and are]… highly
deleterious for basic government regulatory
processes….’

Nobel laureate Joseph Stiglitz is equally
blunt: “The real intent of these provisions is to
impede health, environmental, safety, and, yes,
even financial regulations….

A recent United Nations report, ‘Promotion
of a democratic and equitable international
order,’ similarly lambasts these agreements for
actually inviting foreign corporations to
intervene, citing numerous Canadian
examples and stating: ‘Environmental
regulation has also been under attack in
Canada, as a former government official
reported: ‘I’ve seen the letters from the New
York and [Washington] DC law firms coming
up to the Canadian  government on virtually
every new environmental regulation [...].
Virtually all of the new initiatives were targeted
and most of them never saw the light of day.’

And in Canada, Jim Balsillie stated: ‘I think
in 10 years from now, we’ll call that signature
the worst thing in policy that Canada’s ever
done.’ He predicts that ‘troubling’ rules on
intellectual property rights will ‘…make
Canada a ‘permanent underclass’ in the

economy of selling ideas.’ 
If Trudeau wants to be bold he not only has

these allies. According to auto industry
spokespersons, Harper misled them regarding
how much they will lose. Those concerned
about the potential abuse of the Temporary
Foreign Workers Program are also alarmed at
the provisions governing the ‘movement of
persons.’ 

And Trudeau has to know that if he is really
planning to take an international leadership
role in confronting climate change, provisions
in the TPP (like ISDS) will make such
leadership extremely difficult: any initiative
involving new regulations or restrictions on
future tarsands development could trigger
muliti-billion dollar investor challenges.

One of Trudeau’s first acts as Prime
Minister-elect was to join the Japanese PM in
praising the TPP. His Trade Minister Chrystia
Freeland has said ‘free trade’ is critical to the
prosperity of the middle class. And even a
cursory reading of the history of Liberal
governments and their relationship to big
business has to make us highly sceptical about
the possibility that Trudeau will actually reject
the TPP. 

Given that, his (and Freeland’s) repeated
promises to consult widely and have a full
debate in the House of Commons is curious. If
Trudeau intends to sign-off on the TPP he is
pursuing an odd strategy: encouraging civil
society groups to criticize the TPP and raising
expectations about his response. In any case he
has thrown down the gauntlet. The obvious
group to pick it up is the Leap Manifesto
(leapmanifesto.org/en/the-leap-manifesto). 0
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A peregrine falcon after a kingfisher after a fish. The splash saved the
kingfisher. Fate of the fish is unknown. Amazing longshot!

The TPP: Justin Trudeau’s big test  
Murray Dobbin

New government moves
The new Liberal federal government has announced, so far: that the Kitsilano Coast Guard base
will be reopened; that the government will abandon its appeal against the wearing of the niqab
while taking the Oath of Citizenship; a formal crude oil tanker ban on BC’s north coast; that the
Minister of National Revenue has been instructed to stop targeting audits of NGOs for political
activities; that Canada will withdraw its CF-18s from bombing targets in Iraq and Syria and will
augment its training mission in the war against ISIL (however, currently, bombing raids
continue); and that a cabinet committee has been named to manage Syrian refugee immigration.

There are name changes for some Government Departments: Citizenship and Immigration
Canada becomes Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada; Environment Canada becomes
Environment and Climate Change Canada; Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development Canada
becomes Global Affairs Canada; Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada becomes
Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada; Industry Canada becomes Innovation, Science and
Economic Development Canada; Public Works and Government Services Canada becomes
Public Services and Procurement Canada. 0




