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A vibrant winter colourscape.

US-China climate agreement
pressures world leaders - Natalie Dunsmuir

A recent climate change agreement made
between China and the US is being hailed
as groundbreaking. The two countries
have long had the reputation of being
among the most polluting in the world, but
they seem eager to put that reputation
behind them. The agreement is putting
pressure on other world leaders to join the
action.
Under the agreement, China has set
the target of peaking its emissions by 2030
or earlier. Though this gives the country
sixteen more years for its pollution to
increase—and falls ten years after the
recent IPCC report’s advice about a
necessary world emissions peak—it is a big
step for the nation which has so far
seemed reluctant to tackle the problem of
climate change at all. The country has also
said that it aims to get 20% of its energy
from zero-carbon sources by 2030.
As for the US, president Obama has set
a goal for the country to cut its emissions
between 26% and 28% by 2025,
compared with 2005 levels. Officials say
that the US is currently on track to reduce
emissions by 17% by 2020—an earlier goal
of Obama’s.
Hope is in the air that these two new
targets will spur the international
community into action. The climate treaty
that is intended to be finalized at the
United Nations Climate Change
Conference in Paris next year is being seen

HOME PAGE

by many scientists as a final milestone to
get emissions in check. Pressure is
mounting on other major emissions
producers, such as Canada and India, to
follow the US and China’s lead.
The European Union said last month
that it would cut emissions by 40% by
2030, compared to 1990 levels. When
added together, China, the US, and the EU
account for over 50% of total global
emissions.
Many
people—environmentalists,
scientists, and others—are saying that it is
time for Canada to join the climate change
agreements. A report completed recently
placed Canada last among industrialized
countries for its performance on climate
change.
‘I sincerely hope that the conservative
delegation (since Opposition Members of
Parliament have been continually
excluded) will feel the need and urgency to
match and exceed this commitment in
order to prevent runaway global warming,
where the global average temperature
increases to such an extent that it creates
irreversible damage,’ said Green Party of
Canada Leader Elizabeth May. ‘We need
real leadership on climate action so we
must commit to reducing greenhouse gas
emissions by 80% below 1990 levels by no
later than 2050. I sincerely hope that
Canada can become a leader to resolve the
climate crisis by example.’ 0

News in Brief

GISS Solar Installation

Installation of the planned 21 kilowatt solar voltaic
system at Gulf Island Secondary School (GISS) has
begun. Over thirty-eight panels are in place,

enough to generate 9 kilowatts. School District
Nº64’s engineering team have also been at work
installing the wiring and conduits to connect the
solar panels to the BCHydro grid.
Work on the installation is going well and the
public launch for the array will be on January 10.

Air Quality: Woodstove and
Slash Burning Season

An Air Quality Advisory was issued on November
17 for the Cowichan Valley. The Ministry of
Environment, in collaboration with Vancouver
Island Health Authority, issued the advisory
because of high concentrations of fine particulates.
Meanwhile, the Province of British Columbia is
offering $190,000 to communities across BC to
help residents replace old woodstoves with models
that burn cleaner. Thirteen communities/regional
districts are receiving funding from the Ministry of
Environment through the ‘Woodstove Exchange
Program’. The program has been running since
2008 and has reduced particulate matter

emissions by over 300 tonnes per year.
The program offers a $250 rebate on the
purchase of a new wood burning, pellet, or natural
gas stove. New stoves, they say, burn one-third less
wood and reduce smoke and particulate matter by
90%. There are still more than 70,000 older
woodstove models in use across the province.
The regional districts and communities where
the rebate will be offered in the 2014/15 year are:
Cowichan Valley Regional District, Kootenay
Boundary, Central Okanagan, Fraser Valley,
Central Kootenay, Bella Coola Valley, Metro
Vancouver, Prince George, Regional District of
Nanaimo, Campbell River, Bulkley Valley, Alberni,
and the Sunshine Coast.
To learn more, go to www.bcairquality.ca.

Netherlands First Electricity
Generating Bike Path

A 70-meter stretch of solar bike path, part of the
‘SolaRoad’ project, has been installed in the Dutch
town of Krommenie, not far from Amsterdam. The
bike path is built from large solar modules
embedded in concrete, each with heavy-duty glass
on top to protect from wear, along with a rough
plastic coating so that bikers do not slip.
The purpose of the project is to test the
feasibility of using solar road technology on a larger
scale. According to engineering firm TNO, each
square meter of path generates 50-70 kilowatt
hours of energy each year. This means that the first
70-meters of path will generate enough power to
supply one or two households.
The test costs $3.7 million and has been funded
by the province of North Holland and a selection of
Dutch companies. While some people are raising
NEWS IN BRIEF, please turn to page 6
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Civil Action Injunctions

Dear Editor:
The sad thing about Judge Cullen’s decision to allow an
injunction against Canadians trying to protect our parkland
from the Kinder-Morgan pipeline is that there is a precedent in
BC law he could have considered.
On May 28, 2004, BC Supreme Court Justice Quijano
refused an injunction against the occupiers of Cathedral Grove.
She noted in her decision that the contempt-of-court injunction
should be used sparingly because it can result in ‘legitimate
concerns of citizens’ being used by ‘special interest’ to transfer
the dispute to a court.
Quijano noted there are already laws against direct actions.
A contempt-of-court ruling without other laws being broken is
an assumption of guilt.
Justice Quijano had no desire to see her court used by special
interests to circumvent citizen complaints. Judge Cullen
apparently has no qualms about his own court being so used,
despite his claim to respect the right of citizens to protest as long
as they do it well away from the destruction.
Jim Erkiletian, Nanaimo

Burning Garbage

Dear Editor,
Galiano resident Elizabeth Latta is upset, like many of us, that
our recycling services have been scaled back. Ideally we would
stop this trash at the source, as has been done in many
European countries.
But burning garbage is not just a waste of resources. It turns
our woodstoves and outdoor fires into dioxin factories. Dioxins
and other by-products of burning many materials are
carcinogens; they kill.
Since many people do not realize how dangerous (and
illegal) this practice is, it makes sense to communicate with
people when you smell that noxious smell. There are safer
alternatives.
Jan Slakov, Salt Spring Island
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Editorial: Election Infection

slanders are in shock, not from the local election results (see
page 5) but from how nasty the campaigns got. We have
learned how the worst in us can come out.
Really, the point of civilization is to have some agreed upon
rules by which we can live together and spend our time doing
wonderful things, not mean-minded things.
In this case civility requires sober second thought before and
after typing—careful thought for the consequences of what we
send out. It’s not easy or delicious but it is important.
One of the pastimes of small communities is gossip. Many
of us enjoy it. However, it can take on disturbing and destructive
proportions; so it’s a pleasure best eschewed.
So-called online ‘social’ media has created a weird
opportunity for ‘gossip’ which does not die on our lips; it lingers
to keep creating damage, like a virus. It gives others license to
outdo us and so it spirals out of control; like the Salem witch
trials did in 1692.
We need to school ourselves to consider how we say things
(and, of course, take reference to facts). On islands, we live close
and have to conduct our lives together; this damaging nastiness
can easily destroy what we love about our communities.

Here’s three rules of thumb. Don’t say, or write, anything
you wouldn’t want to say into the paging system at the grocery
store.
If you see written material that is nasty in tone, simply stop
reading; do not let this taint enter your consciousness, even out
of idle curiousity. Do not accept the content of the words at all.
Rather, instantly disbelieve them. Better yet, don’t read it.
Would you eat a full meal of your favourite food if it tasted bad?
And don’t repeat pernicious material.
If we consider the tone more important than the content we
stand a chance that, like age-old gossip, this unpleasantness will
die away. Remember what your granny said, ‘If you can’t say
anything nice, don’t say anything.’
And, if somebody has written on your behalf in a way you
don’t like, or made accusations you don’t support, take the time
and courage to disown that message.
Now, let’s use the goodwill and cheer of the Christmas season
to rebuild trust and faith in ourselves and our communities.
By-the-way, this edition completes my 25th year of
publishing Island Tides.
—C G-W

BROKE Fundraising Efforts

weekend nursing. To equate the two is misleading and
unacceptable.
We will be meeting our counterparts on Mayne shortly to
discuss a possible joint response on ways to reinstitute or
replace this critical service.
Unfortunately, the funding that the Health Care Society will
receive beginning in 2015—a result of the successful
referendum, just passed—can only be applied to overhead,
management, and maintenance costs for the Health Care
Centre building, and cannot be used to fund medical services.
Mike Hoebel, President, Galiano Health Care Society

Readers’ Letters

Dear Editor:
Thanks for putting the article (Multi-million dollar picnics...) in
your November 13 issue. As a member of BROKE, I have to
correct one thing, however, and that is the fundraising effort by
BROKE.
Due to various anxieties at the time the court documents
were served, there are two fundraising efforts for those named
in both Kinder Morgan’s injunction application and in the
ridiculous SLAPP suit. Four of the named defendants—Adam,
Lynne, Minna, and Stephen—launched the gofundme site.
Some days later, BROKE and the fifth named defendant, Alan
Dutton, launched an indigogo fund-raising site, which you and
your readers can find by searching ‘BROKE Against Big Oil.’ We
are slowly moving toward our immediate goal of paying the
existing $22,000 invoice from the lawyer, but we still have some
way to go.
And we expect the continuing Battle of Burnaby Mountain
will bring more legal (and perhaps other) expenses in the future
for both fundraising efforts.
BROKE’s regular website for a couple of years now has been
www.burnabypipelinewatch.ca.
Gene McGuckin

On-call Nursing Cuts

Dear Editor:
The Galiano Health Care Society strongly objects to Island
Health’s cut to weekend on-call nursing services on Galiano
Island, which took effect on November 21.
This short-sighted move will leave residents and visitors to
Galiano without any weekend health care on-island, except for
the one weekend a month when our resident physician is oncall. Anyone who calls the after-hours number now will receive
a call-back from a medical person from off-island. While calls
to 911 will still get a response from BC Ambulance and fire
department first responders, there will be no assessment or
treatment available at the Heath Care Centre.
This move likely will end up costing the provincial
government more money in increased costs for medical
evacuations by watertaxi and helicopter. Less urgent cases will
be left untreated unless patients make their own way off-island.
More important, it will leave a serious gap in our island’s
healthcare services. Weekends are often the time of greatest
need, especially when visitors crowd the islands on long
weekends and throughout the spring, summer, and early fall. A
similar cut is affecting Mayne Island, where islanders are also
concerned. We’re also concerned the loss will increase the
burden on our resident physician.
Island Health should recall that the weekend on-call nursing
service was originally instituted in response to concerns
expressed by our former resident physician. The health
authority should also remember that having nurses on-call on
weekends was a big factor in our community’s long campaign
to attract a new full-time physician to the island. Now that we
are fortunate to have Dr Erin Carlson as our resident physician,
the weekend nursing service has been a real benefit to her
practice. It’s also important in helping attract locum physicians
to take Dr Carlson’s place when she’s away.
We’re also frustrated with the misleading way Island Health
announced the change—in a news release characterizing it as
‘realigning nursing services on Galiano Island to better meet the
needs of the residents.’ The health authority uses the news
release to boast they are increasing homecare nursing as
requested by the community, while acknowledging they are
removing the funding for weekend on-call nursing. (Under the
‘realignment’ Galiano’s half-time homecare nurse will no longer
split her time with Mayne Island).
The problem is that adding home care nursing hours cannot
make up for a cut in weekend on-call nursing, because they are
two different services. While our Health Care Society has asked
for increased homecare nursing (the median age of island
residents is 59, and the percentage over 65 is twice the provincial
average), the removal of funding for weekend emergency oncall nursing was not part of the discussion. We never asked
Island Health to pay for more homecare by cutting on-call

Working For A Better Approach To A
New Recycling Program

Dear Editor:
A new model has been established by the provincial government
to fund the recycling of packaging material from new fees on
businesses and ultimately, consumers. This funding, to be
managed by a not-for-profit entity called Multi-Materials BC
(MMBC), will largely replace local government fees and taxes
that currently cover recycling costs in the province.
But this new approach is being implemented recklessly, and
is damaging some businesses. The closure of Syntal, the Saanich
Peninsula facility producing construction lumber from plastics,
is an example of this carelessness. The way these changes are
being implemented is also threatening the viability of rural
recycling depots throughout BC. The ‘one size fits all’, per tonne
funding currently being offered by MMBC will cover, at most,
only one-third the costs of recycling on Salt Spring and the
Southern Gulf Islands, without even factoring in the value of
volunteer efforts.
I have been working with Lana Popham, our Official
Opposition Spokesperson for this file, urging the Province to
ensure that Multi-Materials BC lives up to its legislative
mandate. We will press the point that there are significant
differences in the costs of delivering recycling services across a
very large, diverse province. Funding allocations should also
recognize that consumers in rural areas will be contributing as
much to the cost of recycling through their purchases as those
in urban areas. A more equitable approach would be for MMBC
to provide funding on a per household, rather than a per tonne
basis. And finally, we will insist that MMBC’s legislative
mandate should not allow it to reduce the level of existing
recycling services and the twenty-five jobs required to deliver
them.
The Capital Regional District (CRD) has historically covered
the cost of recycling in the region from tipping fees for garbage
delivered to its Hartland landfill. Since signing on with MMBC,
the CRD has agreed to maintain funding for Gulf Island
recycling depots until May 2015. This is to the credit of CRD
which, as a former CRD Director, I know has had a generally
positive relationship with all of our non-profit recycling
societies. However, continuation of this arrangement is not
guaranteed in the future. The CRD Environmental Services
Committee, and ultimately the CRD Board, will decide whether
they are willing to continue current transition funding
arrangements, if need be. But even if the provincial Liberal
government and MMBC refused to adequately compensate
rural recycling depots, and CRD had to continue funding, this
would still leave the CRD with over $4 million per year in
revenue they did not have previously.
MLA Popham and I will continue to work with the Southern
Gulf Islands Recycling Coalition, our CRD Directors, and the
public to press for funding that fairly reflects the actual costs of
operating small recycling depots in the Gulf Islands. However,
we will also be reminding the CRD that it will be receiving
millions from MMBC to fund recycling of packaging—costs that
previously had to be covered by the CRD tipping fee revenue
that Gulf Islanders help generate. Therefore, as a fallback, we
will be requesting the CRD to continue the funding it has always
provided depots for the duration of CRD’s blue box contracts (4
years), while we continue the fight for an equitable MMBC
funding formula.
Gary Holman, MLA, Saanich North and the Islands 0
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Books Galore For Christmas Shopping Cowichan Solar’s

ne of islanders favourite gifts for others are books.
Two or three with Gulf Islands connections are
coming up for launch. But let’s start with two
about our place, present and past. Then one which is truly
an island creation.

VI Mountains Galore

Vancouver Island has a long history, though often underthe-radar, in alpine climbing. The popularity of
mountaineering in ‘The Island Alps’ has been growing
recently, and dozens of new routes have been climbed
within the last few years. Quadra Islander Philip Stone is
publishing his 4th guidebook which describes over 350
climbing routes on 70 of Vancouver Island’s more
challenging peaks. He hopes that Island Alpine Select will
bring more climbers to Vancouver Island seeking ‘unique
and adventurous experiences.’

Shore To Shore Book Launch

Coast Salish artist Ts’uts’umutl Luke Marston, whose
extended family has the strongest of roots throughout the
Salish Sea and southern Gulf Islands, has just completed a
monumental sculpture entitled Shore to Shore. It will be
unveiled in Stanley Park next spring.
Carved in yellow cedar at his carving shed at Kulleet Bay
near Chemainus, then cast in bronze and placed on a base
of Portuguese stone created by an Azorean stonemason,
the sculpture honours Marston’s Portuguese and Coast
Salish ancestors who had a pivotal role in the development
of BC’s coastal resource industries and communities.
Marston is the great-great grandson of Portuguese Joe
Silvey, who left the ‘shore’ of the mid-Atlantic island of Pico
in the Portuguese Azores to go whaling at the age of 12.
Eventually he landed on BC’s Pacific ‘shore’ in around 1858.
Marston’s great-great grandmother is Kwatleematt
from the Sechelt First Nation whom Silvey married after
his first Coast Salish wife, Khaltinaht, of Musqueam and
Squamish heritage, died tragically from tuberculosis at an
early age. Silvey and Kwatleematt raised ten children
together, including two of the children he had with
Khaltinaht. They lived first at Brockton Point in what’s now
called Stanley Park, and then at Reid Island off the
northwest coast of Galiano.
The Shore to Shore installation features life-size
sculptures of Joe, Khaltinaht and Kwatleematt.
From their base on Reid Island, Silvey and his
descendents grew up with fishing, lighthousekeeping,
marine supply, logging, and whatever other activities could

put food on the table and keep families and culture strong.
Joe’s descendents include many families on the
southern Gulf Islands, particularly Galiano and on
Vancouver Island. They include the Baines, Bells, Stevens,
Crockers and Silveys.
Luke’s mother Jane Kwatleematt Marston (nee Baines)
is an accomplished carver in her own right. Eunice Silvey
Weatherell of Saturna is author of Walking in the
Footprints of Portuguese Joe Silvey: Reid Island
Connections.
Galiano-based author Suzanne Fournier has
documented the creation of Shore to Shore in Shore to
Shore: The Art Of Ts’uts’umutl Luke Marston, just released
by Harbour Publishing, see ‘What’s On?’ page 5 and
advertisement on page 4 for details.

It Takes An Island To Make A Book

A long-awaited event is taking place on Pender. Valentina
Atton’s self-published picture book Owl’s Dream will be
launched at Talisman Books on December 6 (see What’s
On?, page 5 for details). The creation of Owl’s Dream has
been a long time in the making. The book has gradually
involved more and more of Pender’s community since
Valentina first read it as a poem some years ago. It caught
people’s imaginations and hearts.
Valentina was encouraged to publish it as a picture book
and over time she recruited a local artist, Sophia Johnson,
to create the illustrations.
Next, the story of a child’s journey into her surroundings
to meet the animals who live there and hear their stories
was turned into a colourful stage production by Pender’s
Ptarmigan Theatre, featured in its 2012 Mosaic Festival.
Valentina submitted her book to a contest in Michigan
and was delighted when it won an award for imagination.
Finally it is published in delicate but vibrant colour.
Along the way, Owl’s Dream has become a multi-media
item; purchase is accompanied by a downloadable audio
book.
Originally from Russia with a background in
community theatre, Valentina is well-known on Pender for
her work on the beautiful landscaping of the Driftwood
shopping centre and for her White Tara Spa.
Check out ‘What’s On?’ for book launch details and
www.joyful-wonder-kids-press.com for more information.
Also look there for more book launches. And don’t
forget to visit your local bookstore. 0
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Bulk Buy

- Guy Dauncey

t’s known as ‘the warm land’ and as soon as you get off the highway,
Vancouver Island’s Cowichan Valley certainly has the feeling of
pleasant warmth, filled with agricultural fecundity. It was the Coast
Salish Cowichan people who gave it the name—that’s what ‘cowichan’
means in the Hul’q’umi’num language.
So solar energy lies deep in the heritage of the valley, and maybe it’s
appropriate that British Columbia’s first solar bulk-buy has sprung into
life here, and is pioneering a new approach to solar installations.
Peter Nix—who calls himself a Cowichan carbon-buster—started
pondering the possibility of a bulk buy in May. So he was ready to leap
when the opportunity arose to place an order for 720 solar panels,
totalling 200 kilowatts. A large project had fallen through, and the panels
were available at 72 cents a watt, much less than the market norm of $1
a watt for solar photovoltaic of this quality.
Peter is a biologist who used to work—for his sins—in the Alberta Tar
Sands, helping Suncor reclaim its ravaged lands. When he submitted a
mine-closure report laying out the many difficulties of achieving this goal,
only to see it edited with the statement that ‘the reclamation of oil sands
lands will succeed,’ which he knew to be unprovable using science, Peter
knew he could no longer be a team player, and it was time to quit.

Carbon-Busting

Since becoming a carbon-buster, driven by a passionate anger about the
climate emergency and what it will mean for his children and
grandchildren, Peter has been arrested when he and thirteen others
stopped a coal-train exporting US coal through British Columbia. In
Washington, DC, he lobbied the US Senate and Congress for a carbon
fee and dividend with the Citizens Climate Lobby. He organized a solar
hot water bulk buy and he joined the People’s Climate March in New
York in September.
With the promise of 720 cut-price solar panels, Peter got on the phone
to his carbon-buster network and within a week 30 people had given
him $125,000 in cheques. He had no formal organization, no treasurer,
and no idea where he could even store the panels when they arrived, but
he was working with good people.
The panels were ordered by the Viridian Energy Cooperative, a
workers’ co-op of five licensed plumbers, electricians, and engineers
based in the Cowichan Valley who offer a renewable energy design and
consulting service. Their vision is ‘to contribute to a world where clean,
renewable energy is the established method for powering energy
efficient, environmentally friendly, healthy, and resilient communities.’
Among the co-op’s members is Eric Smiley, who used to teach courses
on solar energy at BCIT, coordinated and taught in Vancouver Island
COWICHAN SOLAR please turn to page 7
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• Foreshore Applications
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250-537-8456
www.drillwell.com
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An Island Family Business
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FREE REMOVAL!
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& Equipment
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Besley
Design & Build
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VINCE SMYTHE

250-213-6316
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Hy-Geo
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MEETING

School District #64 (Gulf Islands).
Regular meeting of the Board
of School Trustees will be held on
Wednesday, December 3, 2014 at
the School Board Office. Meeting
commencing at 1pm. Agenda:
http://sd64.bc.ca/district/school–boar
d-meetings. Public Welcome!

www.islandtides.com
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Join Our Team

Community Health Workers
Casual Community Health Workers
needed to provide personal care for the
Southern Gulf Islands, particularly on
Mayne Island & Galiano Island.
Required Qualifications:
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Certificate; or 1 year nursing education.
t3FHJTUSBUJPOXJUI#$$BSF"JEF3FHJTUSZ 
XXXDBDIXSCDDB
t$SJNJOBMSFDPSEDIFDLDPOEVDUFEEVSJOH
hiring process.
t%SJWFST-JDFOTFBOESFMJBCMFDBSSFRVJSFE
and compensated.
We are especially interested in evening
BOEPSXFFLFOEBWBJMBCJMJUZ

hat an incredible wind
blew through, dislodging
our entrenched rainy lowpressure system and sweeping in blue
skies and freezing nights. After the
initial blow, the roads were littered
with big leaf maple leaves and hefty
boughs. Up on sunny Brown
Ridge/Mount Warburton Pike with its
sweeping vistas, the wind howled.
Small craft warnings! Big ship
warnings! Log boom warnings! Eagle
and raven warnings! I’ll bet there were
no ships in the southern straits all the
way south to Victoria.
Walking up on Brown Ridge was
exhilarating. Low boughs on the old
firs were digging furrows in the new
green grass as they swung wildly and
oak leaves shot by our faces like
missiles. Way below us on the steep
necklaces of trails, the cling-on feral
goats were plodding along eating,
undisturbed by the weather event; just
like the fish in the ocean under the
spindrift and uproar. It was noisy
beyond belief—even the guywires for
the TV tower were howling. And then,
as you walk twenty feet north beyond
the lip of the cliff, like closing the door,
silence—just sunlight.
Days of sunlight are welcome,
particularly if your house is out of the
trees and faces the right way. I’m
positive we humans are solar powered.
And the dogs follow the sunlight
patches in the kitchen, Campbell’s
horses and cows stand broadside to
the light—while warmly dressed sheep
don’t seem to care one way or the
other.
We people were busy beavering

- Priscilla Ewbank

about to pre-empt the possible effects
of freezing temperatures after this
long, soft fall. I heard lots of talk from
very warmly dressed islanders of
waterpipes, firewood, anti-freeze,
generators, and tender garden plants .

New Baby

All summer, Katie Dentry has been
going along her way, growing fuller
and fuller to accommodate her
growing first-born. We all watched
and wished her well, some of us
remembering
her
mother’s
pregnancy—Katie being a first-born
on Saturna as well.
November 11 in the evening a new
Saturna Islander was born—Isla
Rochelle Dentry. Isla is lucky to have
such loving and capable parents as
Ryan and Katie and they, no doubt,
feel blessed with Isla—a family.

Remembrance Day

The Saturna Lions Club organizes our
local Remembrance Day Ceremonies.
The local choir of 30 voices sings for
us, and wreaths are laid representing
all participating government agencies
and the children of the world. We sing
the songs too and listened to In
Flanders Fields. There was something
in the program that everyone could
identify with.
This year John and Val McMillian
presented a powerpoint of the
cemeteries they visited in France and
the surrounding areas. Both spoke
separately of why they went and what
each came away with. We saw pictures
of the rows upon rows of graves, each
white cross the same and under the
cross, a man or woman with their

Starting wage: $18.95/hr + 9.6% in
lieu of benefits
Galiano Island Books celebrates

SUZANNE FOURNIER’s

Please submit your resume, with
your hours of work availability to
hr@beaconcs.ca or:

new book

SHORE to SHORE

Fax: 250-361-8720; Mail:
#FBDPO$PNNVOJUZ4FSWJDFT
2723 Quadra Street
7JDUPSJB #$75&

about the art of

TSU’UTS’UMTL LUKE MARSTON

THE GALIANO LIBRARY
2-1290 Sturdies Bay Road

www.beaconcs.ca

Saturday, Dec. 6 at 4pm

MINI-ADS!
GREAT VALUE

• harvesting systems
• design • installation
• service
VISIT OUR WEBSITE!

BOB BURGESS

250-246-2155

bob@rainwaterconnection.com
www.rainwaterconnection.com

Experience Counts!

www.harbourpublishing.com
www.shoretoshore.ca
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www.wintonhomes.ca

Winter special: Save 15% or more
Now until January 31st

ISLAND WATER TAXI

Connecting Sidney &
Southern Gulf Islands
BE SCHEDULE-FREE
BOOK YOUR GROUP TRIP
www.islandwatertaxi.ca

250-656-4826

www.islandtides.com
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story ended; stories of mothers and
children and aunts and a home and
economic life—it is so very sad.
The sheer number of dead were
considered as Val and John spoke.
Added to those counted in war graves
were: Russians, and Jews, Gypsies,
politically opposed citizens, and
civilian lives. Then there are battle
survivors that were broken in body
and spirit. Very few people in that
room were untouched by the two
world wars.
What collective human skills do we
have to live well together and never
plumb depths of such misery?

MLA Tour

The day after Remembrance Day, our
MLA Gary Holman came to visit to
discuss local issues and possible
support for those issues: recycling,
education, public monies to support
community
initiatives,
ferries,
agricultural land reserve, and
healthcare services.
Gary and his assistant toured the
island and got together with island
groups, had lunch at the café, and

Kai enjoys the wind

enjoyed a potluck dinner at the hall
where Gary reported on the
proceedings in this legislative term.
Influence to change proposed
legislation, he says, comes almost
entirely from the Opposition bringing
the issue to the notice of the press in
order to create broader public
discussion.
Gary reported on all the bills that
were presented: changing the
Agricultural Land Reserve mandate
and jurisdiction, changing provincial
park boundaries, ferry funding, and
election financing. Gary reported that,
despite the UBCM support for coastal
communities to have ferry costs come
under infrastructure funding, interior
MLA’s show little knowledge or
support of our situation.
Gary, who serves on the Finance
Committee and the Standing Select
Committee on Local Expense Limits,
speaks with appreciation on the tenor
of
discussion
in
legislative
committees—leave your partisan
politicking at the door. 0

Historic landing on a comet - Natalie Dunsmuir
European landing probe, dubbed
Philae, made history on November 13
when it landed on a comet. It is part of
a 12-year mission by spacecraft Rosetta, with
the purpose of analysing a comet for organic
molecules. Rosetta was launched in the spring
of 2004 and—after circling through the inner
Solar System like a ‘cosmic billard ball’ in order
to gain velocity from close fly-bys of Mars and
the Earth—Rosetta is now orbiting its
destination comet.
Comet 67P/Churyumov-Gerasimenko is
only 4km wide and it is over 500 million miles
away from the Earth. It is travelling at more
than 54,717 miles an hour, speeding around
the sun in a 6.5 year elliptical orbit.
Philae, the landing probe, is only about the
size of a washing machine and weighs 220
pounds. It is equipped with a variety of
scientific instruments whose purposes are to
study the surface of the comet and relay
information back to Earth.
Though humans have landed several
probes on comets before, we have never
attempted the so-called ‘soft landing’ that
Philae was designed for—all other landings
have been accidental crashes. The soft landing
was difficult as Philae has no reliable way of
steering.
After it was launched from spacecraft
Rosetta, it took seven hours to reach the
surface of the comet. It landed in a ideal spot.
A series of harpoons were intended to
deployed and secure the probe to the surface
of the extremely low-gravity comet.
This is where things started going astray.
Two harpoons failed to secure the probe and,
soon after Philae touched down on its planned
landing spot, it bounced back into space.
The comet’s almost complete lack of gravity
meant that the probe soared a full kilometer
into the ‘atmosphere’ and took almost two
hours to come down again. When at last it did
touchdown back on the comet, it took a final,
much shorter, bounce and settled slightly on
its side in the shadow of a high cliff or boulder,
which blocked its solar panels from sunshine.
Scientists have not been able to locate its exact
position, though images taken by it show that

it is surrounded by rocks, with very limited
access to sunlight.
Though the eventual landing was far from
ideal, Philae’s systems survived the impact
unscathed and immediately began collecting
data. The comet is thought to be some 4.5
billion years old, and could, scientists say, help
to unravel the mystery of life on Earth.
In just its first day of operation it provided
scientists with reams of new information,
some of which was entirely surprising. The
comet, for instance, was found to be emitting
a ‘song’, somewhere between the frequencies
of 40 and 50 millihertz, and far below the
human ear’s hearing range. Scientists have
amplified the sound some 10,000 times to
make it audible. Speculation is rife as to what
could be causing the unearthly song, which has
been released to the public and can now be
listened to simply by looking up ‘comet song’
on Google.
Due to the snag in fastening Philae to the
chosen spot on the comet, its time in operation
was limited. Though, with solar power, it was
originally intended to collect data for almost a
year, the probe’s lack of sunlight shortened
that timeframe to just a few days.
Several attempts were made to readjust the
probe’s position, with little luck. Moving
Philae was made risky by the possibility of
dislodging it back into space. Without a clear
view of the sun, its batteries ran flat on
November 15.
Philae has now entered a state of
hibernation, and could reawaken should the
comet’s oriention change to one in which the
probe would receive more light. The timeframe
is, however, limited—when the comet gets too
close to the sun, it will become too hot for
Philae to operate.
Meanwhile, Rosetta will use its own
instruments to analyze the comet from afar,
and scientists back on Earth will begin
analysing the data from Philae. The probe
managed to complete over 80% of the research
expected of it, and scientists say they are
extremely happy with the results of this
landing. 0
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‘Rocky’ hides from an overly curious dog.

MLA Report

Claire Trevena, North Island

The Minister of Transportation has performed an
extraordinarily rapid U-Turn on the cancellation of the
Nanaimo-Horseshoe Bay ferry route. If he’d been in a car, there
would have been tire marks on the pavement.
My only fear is that the Minister will now use this as an
excuse to raise the fares yet again, claiming it is necessary to
cover the estimated $200-million bill to fix the Horseshoe Bay
terminal. The Minister and the BC Liberals still don’t
understand that ferries are both part of the provincial
infrastructure as well as a transportation system. No one
expects roads or buses to turn a profit.

LNG Tax

The repercussions of not getting the tax framework right for
liquefied natural gas (LNG) are also huge for the province. We
came back to the Legislature this fall to discuss that tax regime,
but Bill 6 which introduces the LNG Income Tax shows the
BCLiberals have got it very wrong.
In the run-up to the last election, the Premier went on and
on about the billions of dollars that LNG would bring the
province. She claimed it would mean an end to the provincial
debt which is growing very rapidly under the Premier’s watch
(from $45 billion when she took over to an estimated $69
billion by 2017), an end to sales tax, and a prosperity fund. The
fantasy she created would be like BC winning the biggest lottery
jackpot in the world.
Then in the February budget the government said the tax on
LNG would be 7%. However, the bill before us now has that tax
at 3.5%, not 7%, and that’s only coming into effect in 2037. Up
to then it’s going to be 1.5% and there are huge loopholes for
companies to get tax breaks on everything from their preconstruction costs, such as land acquisition, through to writing
off the 1.5% against the 3.5% rate (complicated, but true).
I spoke about this in the Legislature, accusing the BCLiberals
of bowing to the pressure of the multinational corporations that
run the industry and effectively selling out the province. If we
are going to develop LNG we need to have some standards. We
already know that the BCLiberals are cutting corners on
environmental aspects and emission controls. This is
particularly troubling given the latest UN report on global
warming was published containing blunt warnings about
climate change and the absolute necessity to take action now.
There are other aspects of the BCLiberals approach to LNG
development that raise concerns. We need to make sure that
people from BC get the training and get the jobs that will flow
from the industry. We need to ensure that First Nations are fully
involved. And we need to make sure that British Columbians
get the economic benefits. 0
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1988
869
SALT SPRING ISLAND DIRECTOR:
Wayne McIntyre
1932
Garth Hendren
554
GALIANO ISLAND
ISLANDS TRUST:
Sandy Pottle
587
George Harris
502
David Ages
436
MAYNE ISLAND
ISLANDS TRUST:
Jeanine Dodds
426
Brian Crumblehulme
328
David Maude
190
NORTH PENDER ISLAND
ISLANDS TRUST:
Dianne Barber
663
Derek Masselink
627
Gary Steeves
504
Ken Hancock
399
SALT SPRING ISLAND
ISLANDS TRUST:
Peter Grove
2064
George Grams
1601
Christine Grimes
988
Vincent MacDonald
187
SATURNA ISLAND
ISLANDS TRUST:
Lee Middleton
160
Paul Brent
151
Pamela Joy Janszen
131
SOUTH PENDER ISLAND
ISLANDS TRUST:
Wendy Scholefield
199
Bruce McConchie
118
Cameron Thorn
106
Mike Jones
3

Bowen Island
Mu
nicipality
Municipality

(Only those elected shown • One person
elected to be appointed Regional Director
for Greater Vancouver Regional District)
MAYOR: Murray Skeels
COUNCILLORS:
Gary Ander
1117
Melanie Mason
1155
Alison Morse*
1043
Maureen Nicholson
1024
Sue Ellen Fast*
996
Michael Kailie
933
*indicates also Islands Trustee

Strathcona Regional
District

CORTES ISLAND - ELECT’L AREA ‘B’
SRD DIRECTOR:
Noba Anderson
287
Bruce Brown
199
Delia Becker
52
QUADRA ISLAND - ELECT’L AREA ‘C’
SRD DIRECTOR
Jim Abram
Acclaimed

GAMBIER ISLAND
ISLANDS TRUST:
Kate-Louise Stamford
Acc
Dan Rogers
Acclaimed

Cowichan Valley R D

THETIS ISLAND - ELECT’L AREA ‘G’
CVRD DIRECTOR:
Mel Dorey
391
Tom Hockin
251
John Sherry
78
ISLANDS TRUST:
Peter Luckham
157
Ken Hunter
146
Stephanie Cottell
101

Nanaimo Regional District

GABRIOLA ISLAND - ELECT’L AREA ‘B’
NRD DIRECTOR:
Howard Houle
Acclaimed
ISLANDS TRUST:
Melanie Mamoser
1056
Heather Nicholas
925
Chris Bowers
622
Peter Phillips
345

Comox Valley Regional
District

DENMAN/HORNBY IS. ELECT’L AREA ‘A’

CVRD DIRECTOR:
Bruce Jolliffe
922
Dan Lisch
437
Wayne Anderson
433
DENMAN ISLAND
ISLANDS TRUST:
David Critchley
365
Laura Busheikin
351
Perri Gorrora
86
HORNBY ISLAND
ISLANDS TRUST:
Tony Law
Acclaimed
Alex Allen
Acclaimed

REFERENDA

Sunshine Coast R D

WEST HOWE SOUND RD DIRECTOR:
Ian Winn
379
Ron Girard
228

Powell River R D

TEXADA ISLAND - ELECT’L AREA ‘D’
PRRD DIRECTOR:
Sandy McCormick
146
David Murphy
118
Tom Read
114
Bob Timms
61

Salt Spring Transit Requisition, Amendment Bylaw Nº3: YES’ 1623, ‘NO’ 821
Galiano Health Centre Operation & Maintenance, Bylaw Nº 1: ‘YES’ 815, ‘NO’ 94

LASQUETI ISLAND - ELECT’L AREA ‘E’
PRRD DIRECTOR:
Merrick Anderson: Acclaimed
ISLANDS TRUST:
Susan Morrison
142
Timothy Peterson
113
Peter Johnston
112

For other results (including school boards) go to: http://www.election2014.civicinfo.bc.ca

What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Friday, November 14 thru Saturday, December 27

Comox Valley Art Gallery 40th Annual Christmas Craft Fair—
original design pottery, jewellery, ornaments, glass
work, woodwork, fabric art, paintings, prints, cards,
specialty foods, stocking stuffers; something for
everyone and every budget • CVAG 580 Duncan
Avenue, Courtenay • Mon thru Sat, 10am-5pm;
Friday Nov 21 late night shopping, 10am-9pm;
Sundays, December 14 & 21, 11am-4pm • Info:
250.338.6211, www.comoxvalleyartgallery.com •
COURTENAY

Daily, November 28 to December 22

WinterCraft Christmas Fair—an eclectic selection of work by
Southern Gulf Island artists and artisans: art,
jewellery, pottery, scarves, natural soaps &
hand-made ornaments, festive musical
performances by talented local musicians •
Gallery open daily 10am-5pm • Mahon Hall,
114 Rainbow Road • Info:
www.ssartscouncil.com, 250.537.0899 •
SALT SPRING

Thursday, December 5

Islands Trust Town Hall—the public is invited to discuss issues,
ask questions and make suggestions • Harbour Towers Hotel •
10:30am • Public welcome • Info: msmith@islandstrust.bc.ca •
VICTORIA

Fri, Sat & Sun, December 5, 6 & 7

Beaver Point Hall 30th Annual Christmas Craft
Fair—Come share our local artisan’s wares where they
were created and meant to be experienced; it is worth
the trip • Beaver Point Hall, 1361 Beaver Point Road •
Friday: 5-9pm; Sat: 10am-5pm; Sun: 10am-4pm • Info:
www.beaverpointhall.org • SALT SPRING

Saturday, December 6

‘Owl's Dream’ Book Launch— book reading and
signing of Valentina Atton’s book, audiobook music
listening, refreshments, hugs and kisses, laughter
and tears; wear your favourite animal mask
(optional but wonderful!) • Talisman Books and
Gallery • 1pm • PENDER

Saturday, December 6

Book Launch of Shore to Shore—Galiano-based author Suzanne
Fournier’s book hightlights artist Ts’uts’umtl Luke
Marston’s sculpture in Stanley Park, which honours
his Portuguese and Coast Salish ancestors and their
many descendants on and around the southern Gulf
Islands, presented by Galiano Island Books •
Galiano Library • 4pm • Everyone Welcome • Info:
250.539.3340 • GALIANO

Single-venue (50 words): $39.90 includes image
Multi-venue (70 words): $50.40 includes image
Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard, please

islandtides@islandtides.com or 250.216.2267

Saturday, December 6

‘A Grand Little Art Show’—6th annual exhibition and
sale of small art at the Red Tree Gallery • Sat, Dec 6:
Artists’ Reception with festive treats • Show runs Dec
5 to Dec 31• Open Wed to Sun, 11am to 4pm •
Closed Dec 25 and Jan 1 • Info: 250.629.6800,
www.redtreegallery.ca • PENDER

Saturday, December 6

Mayne Island Music Society Presents Roy Forbes—Canadian
music icon; performer and songwriter whose music has been
performed by many artists over the years • Ag Hall • 7:30pm •
Tickets: $20, Under-12 free, at the door and Home Hardware,
Happy Tides, and Farm Gate Store • MAYNE

Saturday, December 6

Bring Your Kids To A Bookstore Day—author
of two books on Minecraft, Cori Dusmann talks
and demonstrates everything there is to know
about Minecraft to kids and parents • Galiano
Island Books, Sturdies Bay • Noon–2pm •
Everyone Welcome • Info: 250.539.3340 •
GALIANO

Saturday December 6

Gathering the Threads of Social Change—hear the story of New
Society from publishing pioneer Judith Plant; instrumental innovator
in empowering communities to be leaders in
building ecologically sustainable and equitable
societies; 50% off book table • Phoenix
Auditorium, The Haven • 7pm • Free admission •
Info: sara@newsociety.com • GABRIOLA

Saturday & Sunday, December 6 & 7

The 33nd annual Denman Island Craft Faire—two festive halls
featuring 80 vendors from Denman and surrounding areas •
Denman Community Hall and Activity Centre • 10am–4pm daily •
Admission Free, Shuttle from ferry, so you can walk on • Info:
Autumn White 250.335.2148 • DENMAN

Saturday, December 14

Book signing of Lea Mabberley’s new book,
The Practical Princess • Galiano Island Books,
Sturdies Bay • 2pm • Everyone Welcome • Info:
250.539.3340 • GALIANO

Friday, Saturday & Sunday, December 12, 13 and 14

‘Seasonings' Pender Island Choral Society Concert—director
Bruce McConchie, accompanist Amy Nold, the Kids’ Choir, the
Pender Young Violins • Pender Community Hall • Fri & Sat: 7pm,
Sun: 2pm matinée • Tickets: Adults $15, 5-15 years $5, Under-5
free • PENDER

email: islandtides@islandtides.com

Readers’ $30 annual voluntary subscriptions make all the difference!
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Harper’s Assault On Our National Parks
nlike our current prime minister’s attack on climate
policy and his push for every pipeline and tanker in
sight, this one is flying under the radar. In fact,
Conservative Party talking points make great claims of having
expanded the national park system.
The following is from the Conservative Party website:
‘Since 2006, the Government has taken significant action to
protect our natural areas, including taking steps to add more
than 160,000 square kilometres to the Canadian federal parks
and marine conservation system—a more than 58% increase...’
And it is actually true that new parks, especially in the far
north, have added huge tracts of lands. But like a Trojan horse,
within this gift is the destruction of the standards of ecological
integrity that are necessary to maintain national parks—our
highest order of conservation and protection.
I have already written of the disaster that is Sable Island

National Park in Nova Scotia. This iconic island is famous for
its dunes and wild ponies. I was the only MP to oppose the
legislation that allowed for seismic testing inside the park and
directional oil and gas drilling under it. The legislation for Sable
Island National Park places the Canada-Nova Scotia Off-shore
Petroleum Board (CNSOPB) as the key regulator. The CNSOPB
only has to inform Parks Canada about oil and gas activities
inside the park; not even to consult in advance.
Now we have legislation before the House to create Canada’s
first ‘urban park’ in the Rouge Valley. Activists who have worked
to protect this area within the boundaries of Metro Toronto for
decades are horrified that the federal parks plan is weaker than
what was in place before—and covers less area than previous
plans for Rouge Park status. Green Party amendments to ensure
the legislation protected the concept of ‘ecological integrity’ were
defeated by Conservatives in committee.
At the same time, we are pressing for the correct boundaries
on a new national park adjacent to Nahanni. The Nááts’ihch’oh

Doug Routley, MLA
Nanaimo~North Cowichan
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Nanaimo BC V9R 6L1
T 250.716.5221 | F 250.716.5222
Box 269 | #1 – 16 High Street
Ladysmith BC V9G 1A2
T 250.245.9375 | F 250.245.8164
Web: www.dougroutley.ca
Email: douglas.routley.mla@leg.bc.ca
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National Park Reserve is 4,895 square kilometres, but omits key
habitat for woodland caribou, grizzlies, Dall’s sheep and
mountain goats. The areas excluded from the park plan are
those with mineral potential. According to Canadian Parks and
Wilderness Society: ‘…this park boundary does not reflect the
extensive scientific evidence of what’s needed to protect the
Nahanni watershed, nor does it take into account the
overwhelming public support for protecting the entire Nahanni
headwaters expressed during the public consultation on the
proposed park.’
The attack by stealth on our national parks system is also
occurring through moves to privatize activities inside existing
parks. With the 10% budget cuts to Parks Canada in 2012,
pressure has built to generate cash flow. The slippery slope (no
pun intended) started with the ice walkway within Jasper. This
iconic national park, recognized with IUCN World Heritage
status, now has a privately run, for-profit, structure. Brewster
Travel Canada, a US-based company, was allowed over huge
protest to build a 400-metre skywalk and glass-floored
observation deck suspended from a cliff face over the Columbia
Icefields.
At the time, of course, Parks Canada said this was not setting
any new precedents, but now the Conservatives are supporting
a bid from a private sector hotel to open new accommodations
inside Jasper. The proposal for an actual hotel was rejected but
this summer Parks Canada approved ‘tent cabin’ style private
sector accommodations inside the park on the shores of
Maligne Lake. The development will threaten sensitive habitat
for the highly endangered Maligne woodland caribou herd.
Meanwhile, hot springs in the Rocky Mountain Parks are
also slated for privatization. Miette Hot Springs in Jasper
National Park, Banff Upper Hot Springs in Banff National Park,
and Radium Hot Springs in Kootenay National Park have
already been approved to be run by private operators.

NEWS IN BRIEF from page 1

eyebrows at the cost of solar road surfaces, others say that
turning bikeways into solar generators has great potential;
there are over 35,000kms of bike paths in the Netherlands.

LEGO Not To Renew Shell Contract

After an outcry from over a million people, LEGO has said that
it will not renew its sponsorship contract with Shell. The
popular toy company recently partnered with Shell to create a
LEGO set called ‘Oil Drilling in the Arctic’.
In response, Greenpeace and other environmental
organizations launched online petitions, protests, and a heartstopping Youtube parody video. Their action has had results.
Meanwhile, Shell continues to attempt to gain permission
to drill in the Arctic waters of Alaska in 2015. Greenpeace and
others are racing to create an Arctic Sanctuary before it is too
late. Scientists says that the Arctic sea-ice recently reached its
lowest level on record.

First Local Government Student Vote

For the first time, students in elementary and secondary schools
had the chance to head to the polls for a Student Vote during
the recent local elections. Over 25,000 British Columbian
students took part in the vote.
They came from 400 schools in 103 municipalities and
regional districts. The vote is an experiential civic education
program that helps young people under the voting age learn
about democracy and voting. To view the results, visit
www.studentvote.ca/bclocal2014/.

Canada Leads In Deforestation

In September 2014, the Intact Forest Landscapes initiative,
made up of organizations such as Greenpeace and the World
Resources Institute, reported that since 2001 Canada has led
the world in deforestation—not Brazil and Indonesia. With only
10% of the world’s forests, Canada now accounts for 21% of all
deforestation in the world.
Surges in oil/tar sands, logging, and road expansion have
been the major contributors to the destruction of Canada’s
forests. According to Stephen Leahy, writing for the Inter Press
Service, deforestation by Canada, and other countries, deposits
more CO2 into the atmosphere than does all of the world’s
transportation machinery.
Canada’s large wild forests are crucial to the survival of many
animal species such as the whooping crane, black-footed ferret,
and woodland caribou. Benefits of these large areas of
wilderness are not limited to habitat for animals; these places
also serve as reservoirs of water, filters of air, producers of

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…
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deposit for a full refund.
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SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND

- Elizabeth May

In Cape Breton Island National Park, Parks Canada is
accepting bids to privatize its famous golf course at the Keltic
Lodge in Ingonish. Where, in what must be the most bizarre of
any plan to erode national park values, opposition is building
to a private sector monumental sculpture.
This privatization of a chunk of Cape Breton Highlands
National Park was approved in secret by the Harper cabinet
with no public consultation. One hectare of the most spectacular
part of the Cabot Trail drive through the Cape Breton Highlands
National Park has been given—at apparently no cost—to
Toronto businessman Tony Trigiani. On this hectare Trigiani
will place an enormous statue and parking for about 300
vehicles. The statue, Mother Canada, a Virgin Mary-like icon, is
intended to commemorate the war dead of Vimy Ridge. A statue
at Vimy called Mother Canada shows a grief-stricken mother.
The proposed Cape Breton statue, six-times bigger than the
French inspiration, is proposed to stand 24 metres (79 feet) tall.
Not bent over in grief, this giantess will be standing arms
outstretched in a fully erect stance. She will be poised at one of
the most scenic spots on the Cabot Trail. Leaving aside the
nonsense propaganda efforts of this statue, it has absolutely no
place inside a national park. The proposal has divided the
community. It already has support from the Harper Cabinet,
but no other options to boost tourism in the area were ever
presented.
If Stephen Harper wants to boost tourism, why has his
administration cancelled all advertising for Canada in the US
market? Every step he has taken (slashing access for seasonal
workers to EI, cutting the programmes to allow visitors to claim
back their GST and HST, and ending our advertising in the US)
appear geared to undermine the tourism sector. And our
national parks are to be sacrificed to take up the slack.
We need to pay a lot more attention to the assault on the
integrity of our national park system. 0
oxygen, absorbers of carbon dioxide, and sources of food and
wood.
‘While forests can re-grow, this takes many decades, and in
northern forests more than 100 years,’ Leahy reports. ‘However,
if species go extinct or there are too few individuals left, it will
take longer for a full forest ecosystem to recover—if ever.’

Direct Action Training

On November 9, 120 people gathered to learn about non-violent
direct action. Participants met at St James Community Square
in Vancouver to be taught by members of ForestEthics and
other advocacy groups about the history of direct action, civil
rights, and protest techniques.
Forest Ethics organizer Ben West said that Kinder Morgan’s
recent lawsuit and injunction against protestors has only
encouraged concerned citizens to take action. ‘They see
attempts to stifle public participation and it lights a bit of a fire
under them,’ he added.
ForestEthics says that more sessions are planned, and they
stress that these classes emphasize peaceful, non-violent protest
methods.

Quebec’s National Assembly Voices
Concern About Energy East Pipeline

On November 6, Quebec’s national assembly called on the
Province to exercise its environmental jurisdiction over Energy
East, Trans Canada Pipeline Ltd’s proposed pipeline. Their
resolution passed unanimously and has been taken by many as
a vote of non-confidence in the National Energy Board’s review
process of Trans Canada Pipeline Ltd’s proposal.
The national assembly brought up two specific concerns.
First, that the NEB will not consider the upstream effects of the
pipeline—the impact of producing the crude that would flow
through the pipeline. And secondly, that the federal government
has yet to implement carbon emissions regulations for the oil
and gas sector.

Cause of Sea Star ‘Wasting Syndrome’
Identified

Scientists have isolated a virus that they believe is causing the
deaths of millions of sea stars all along the west coast of North
America. A study that was published in the journal Proceedings
of the National Academy of Sciences states that a variety of
denosovirus is the likely cause of the mass numbers of sea stars
dying from the so-called ‘Wasting Syndrome’.
Marine microbiologists say that they found a larger amount
of the denosovirus in sick sea stars than in healthy ones, and
the amount of the virus increased as the disease progressed.
Scientists are still not sure what is causing the rapid outbreak
of the virus; many factors are being considered.

Elizabeth May Voted Best Orator In
Parliament

Elizabeth May has been named 2014’s ‘Best Orator’ in the
Maclean’s magazine’s Parliamentarian of the Year awards. This
is the third year in a row that Elizabeth has been honoured. As
voted by her peers in the House, she has been named 2012’s
Parliamentarian of the Year, 2013’s Canada’s Hardest Working
MP, and, now, 2014’s Best Orator. 0
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Climate change and Comox Glacier - Ralph Shaw
If you are an outdoor person, as in one who
enjoys hunting, fishing, hiking, exploring, or
gardening, you should be aware and concerned
about the climate changes coming to our wild
places—such as increasingly acidic ocean
waters, species die-offs such as seastars,
extreme storms, changing migrations, and
rising sea levels.
Earlier in the summer, I wrote a column
expressing concern about the speed at which
the Comox Glacier is melting. This week I
received the following pictures from Fred Fern,
one of my readers who is alarmed at the speed
and scope of climate change on our coastal
environment. The images, taken on September
26, 2013 and September 28, 2014, are of the
changing glacier.
Fred Fern is a long time valley resident who
has spent much of his recreational time fishing
in local marine waters, plus inlets on the west
coast of the island and mainland. During the
past few years his emphasis has changed from
fishing to photography and exploring inlets
and estuaries up and down the coast. He still
has a downrigger on his boat and the fishing
tackle is on board, but it is rarely used. Instead
he carries a kayak and cameras for venturing
up the inlets on his picture-taking adventures.
Over the last few years Fred and his buddy

Will Lebus have taken thousands of
photographs of our changing coastline. They
frequently do their exploring in the company
of a small group of like-minded outdoor
enthusiasts.
His current short term goals are to create a
photographic record of our remote coastal
inlets and estuaries as they are at this point in
time. He is convinced that the ocean is rising
much faster than we think. Fred owns a small
floating lodge located in a west coast of
Vancouver Island inlet that caters to kayakers.
His concerns are based over many years of
close observation of changes in our marine
environment. He makes an interesting point,
taking pictures of remote inlets at high tide and
then trying to speculate what they will be like
after a sea level rise of one meter—which is
forecasted for the end of the century. The
places he photographs are mostly remote areas
that have no development. In some cases he
has discovered considerable material from the
recent
Japanese
earthquake
and
accompanying tsunami; otherwise the
majority of the inlets have minimal stuff on
their shorelines.
The pictures, above, were taken from the
nature observation stand on the Dyke Rood
with a high-powered telephoto lens. I am not
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certain how far it is as the crow flies, but I
would suggest it is in excess of 40 km. I
respectfully suggest you take time to really look
at the two photos and especially the September
28, 2014 picture. The increased rock exposed
on the mountain by the melting glacier is truly
amazing.
If you are interested in reading some of the
recent literature on the subject I would
recommend reading the following books that
have just been published and are getting
international attention:
Don’t Even Think About It—Why Our

Brains Are Wired to Ignore Climate Change,
by George Marshall
This Changes Everything, by Naomi Klein.
This book has been on several bestseller lists
since it was released about two months ago.
Thousands of scientists worldwide are
urging governments to act to curb the
spiralling threat to life on earth from the
increased green-house gases we are producing
from burning fossil fuels. It would be
encouraging if our politicians at all levels
showed more concern. 0

Clean Water For Haiti
bio-sand water filters studied

Laura Busheikin

any of us love the holiday ritual of
giving gifts, but are wary of the
environmental and cultural
implications of rampant consumerism.
Luckily, we can find refuge at the wonderful
craft fairs that so many of our communities
offer. Here we can find beautiful,
handmade items, created from all-natural,
often local, and even recycled materials.
The Denman Island Craft Fair, one of the
region’s most established fairs, has great
examples of crafts made out of cast-off
stuff.
For example, Megan Rose Babb
transforms used bicycle parts into stylish
and unique jewelry, pictured right. A
bicycle mechanic who once cycled across
Canada, Babb started collecting the bits and
pieces off her bike-repair shop floor,
intrigued by their design potential. She
found she could make delicate black roses
and striking black feathers out of old inner
tires, and that bicycle chain links, when
cleaned and placed in the right context,
become objects of beauty.
Rebecca Apter demonstrates another
sustainable idea. She repurposes old
pillowcases into dresses for children aged
18 months to 5 years. Each dress is unique
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and reflects the special qualities of the
pillowcase it is made from. She finds her
pillowcases mostly at the Denman Island
freestore, but also haunts thrift stores and
receives donations from friends and family
members.
‘I don’t like to see things being thrown
out that can still be used,’ Apter says,
summing up a sentiment shared by many
artisans and discerning shoppers.
For details about the Denman Craft Fair
and others, see ‘What’s On?’, page 7. 0
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Did you appreciate this article? Help
Island Tides pay for publishing it! Mail
or phone in your $30 annual voluntary
subscription today. Be part of the Island Tides
team. 250-216-2267. Thank You!

COWICHAN SOLAR from page 3

University’s Green Building and Renewable Energy
Technology Diploma, and is among the bestinformed people on solar in the province.
Mike Isbrucker, of Alternative Electric in
Duncan, has partnered with Viridian to coordinate
many of the details and some of the installations.
Mike also brings years of solar photovoltaic
installation experience and contacts, rounding out
the expertise and making this a truly cooperative
venture.
The panels are top quality poly-crystalline, made
in China by Canadian Solar, one of the world’s
largest and most successful solar energy firms, with
annual revenue closing in on $3-billion. The
company was built by the visionary Canadian
engineer, Shawn Qu, starting in 2001. In 2013, they
manufactured almost 2 gigawatts of solar
photovoltaic, enough to cover half a million homes
with 4kw systems.
Eric has done the math for Peter’s bulk buy, and
using a ‘reasonable case’, assuming a 5% shading
loss and an increase in BCHydro rates continuing at
3% a year after the announced 28% price increase
over the next five years, the installed price comes to
$3.15 a watt, with some easier installs coming in at
near $3. That’s quite a reduction from the market
average of $4 a watt, or $3.50 for a group of
homeowners who contact a company seeking a
coordinated install.
To put that in context, $4 a watt is a 100-fold drop

Clean Water for Haiti, a registered charity dedicated to providing
families in Haiti with affordable access to clean water, recently
participated in a study undertaken by the Center for Disease Control
(CDC). The study was designed to look at household water treatment
methods in Haiti and to compare the effectiveness of ceramic bucket
filters with other projects, such as the bio-sands filters used by Clean
Water for Haiti.
As part of the study, a random selection of filters were chosen from
the Clean Water for Haiti database. Teams of researchers spent several
days visiting households to take water samples and to collect data for
an eight-page survey. They later ran tests on the water samples to
compare the difference between water taken straight from the source
and water that had been filtered with the bio-sands filter.
The results proved the effectiveness of this type of filter. The water
from the source proved to be completely contaminated in the majority
of cases, but the water that had first been filtered was clean.
The CDC survey results also showed that Clean Water for Haiti is
reaching more families than any other similar project, and is working
in areas with the highest levels of contamination. CDC gave the charity
a full endorsement as a project worth supporting.
Clean Water for Haiti says it will continue to work hard everyday
to help Haitian families get access to clean water in their homes—for
many, water quality is the difference between life and death.
Water borne disease is one of the main causes of illness and death
in Haiti each year, an issue that Clean Water for Haiti hopes to counter.
To learn more, or to donate to Clean Water for Haiti’s annual ‘Gift of
Life’ campaign, go to www.cleanwaterforhaiti.org. 0

in price since 1980. The ‘Solar Tsunami,’ as I like to
call it, is hitting the world in waves, and this may be
the first sign that it is reaching BC’s shores.
When Eric Smiley crunched the numbers he
calculated that members of the buyers’ club will see
a long-term profit over 25 years of $3,650, giving an
internal rate of return at 1.6%, and an equivalent GIC
rate of 2.0%. The actual install costs are coming in
cheaper than expected, however, so the financial
returns are going to be higher.
The panels arrived late October, and most of the
30 net-metered installs will be done by Viridian and
Alternative Electric, averaging 3kw per home, with
a few being done by do-it-yourselfers.

A 50kw Commercial-Scale
Solar Farm

Peter has bigger plans, however. He is buying 200
of the panels himself to install a 50kw commercialscale solar farm in his own backyard, to create a
focus where people can learn about solar energy and
get inspired, and to make the business case for
installing solar panels.
And that’s just the beginning. He and his group
are exploring the options of setting up a permanent
Solar Cooperative, or joining the existing Cowichan
Energy Alternatives. Having helped produce North
Cowichan’s award-winning Climate Action and
Energy Plan, he wants to lobby the municipality to
set up its own renewable energy utility, and to assist

people to buy and install local renewable energy
systems. And why stop there? He sees the whole of
Vancouver Island as being full of solar opportunity.
I attended a community meeting on October 14
about solar energy, in the Yellow Point area east of
Ladysmith where I now live. The hall was packed
with 85 people, all keen to learn about solar and the
possibility to reduce their BCHydro bills by
producing their own power. For a small rural
community, this was a very big turnout.
Peter Nix presented his solar bulk-buy ideas, a
local installer talked about the importance of
reducing energy demand before buying solar, and
Dave Neads from Gabriola Island told us how
GabEnergy, is assisting Gabriola residents to source,
install and commission their own solar photovoltaic
systems for an even lower price.
How low? To answer this question, we’ll have to
wait until I visit Dave on Gabriola, and dig into their
work. Is on-the-ground community organizing like
this the key to a solar breakthrough in BC? If so, BC’s
Solar Tsunami might be arriving a lot sooner than I
thought it would.
So all credit to the Cowichan Solar Bulk-Buy
group for their astonishing pioneering work! 0
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NEXT DEADLINE:
December 3
250.216.2267
LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Allan and
Benedicte Cockell have applied
to Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations
(MFLNRO), West Coast Region
for a Speciﬁc Permission –
Private Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown land located

at Site North Pender
Island/vicinity of Hope Bay.

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File # 1414256.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations at
142–2080
Labieux
Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed
to:
Authorizing
Agency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca.
Comments will be received by
MFLNRO until December 14,
2014. MFLNRO may not be
able to consider comments
received after this date.
Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applicati
onPosting/index.jsp for more
information.
Be advised that any response to
this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations regional
oﬃce in Nanaimo.
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Rally on Burnaby Mountain - Natalie Dunsmuir
n November 14, the
Supreme Court of
British Columbia
granted Kinder Morgan an
injunction against pipeline
protestors camping on
Burnaby Mountain, giving
the activists until 4pm
November 17 to pack up their
camps and blockades. In
response, hundreds rallied on
the mountain on November
17, singing songs, making
speeches, and demonstrating
their right to have a voice.
Protestors are attempting
to stop Kinder Morgan crews
from conducting survey work
in the Burnaby Mountain
Conservation Area for the
proposed $5.8 billion oil
pipeline. Kinder Morgan
hopes to find a feasible way to
drill a pipeline tunnel through
Burnaby Mountain. Activists
are saying no.
Associate Chief Justice
Austin Cullen wrote in his
judgement that ‘There is no
doubt that the plaintiff has the
express lawful authority to
access those parts of the land
from
which
its
representatives have been

Whoops!

In the last edition, those typo
gremlins added an extra zero
to our article ‘Whaletown
Commons Acquires 70 Acres
From Island Timberlands’.
Whaletown Commons
Society actually fundraised a
creditable $60,000 towards
the land purchase.
Also, a contributor lets us
know of his oversight. The
Hope Bay Zero Waste
Composting Presentation
was attributed to the Pender
Island Conservancy. Please
note that it was through the
efforts of Sam Boyte, Liz
Montague and presenter
Mateo Ocejo, and supported
with contributions from
anonymous donors.
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impeded and to conduct
activities in respect of which
its representatives have been
prevented.
‘A court could conclude
that the torts of assault and
intimidation are made out,
given the misuse of the
bullhorns, when coupled with
the
aggressive
and
threatening language, and the
general and specific efforts to
physically block the plaintiff’s
representatives
from
accessing their work sites.’

Cullen ruled that failure to
grant an injunction against
the protestors would cause
‘irrepable harm’ to Kinder
Morgan, as they would lose
money to work delays. He also
stated that the activists were
using intimidation to their
advantage, though he made
no comment on Kinder
Morgan’s claim that the
protestor’s facial expressions
were a form of assault.
On November 17 at the
beginning of the solidarity

A Crowded Planet II

W

rally, 800 Burnaby residents,
environmentalists, and First
Nations gathered across the
road from the camp in order
to show support for the
activists who have been
camping on the mountain for
months.
Despite a heavy police and
media presence at the event,
RCMP did not enforce the
injunction right away. At press
time, arrests have taken place
but rally numbers are growing
ever larger. 0

The Dark Side of Humanity
Hans Tammemagi

hile many placed the blame for
Darfur’s bloody civil war on tribal
warfare and ethnic hatred, the
situation is not so simple. Wangari Maathai, a
Kenyan environmentalist and winner of the
2004 Nobel Peace Prize, described the
struggle: ‘To outsiders, the conflict is seen as
tribal warfare,’ she said. ‘At its roots, though, it
is a struggle over controlling an environment
that can no longer support all the people who
must live on it.’ Simply put, there are too many
people in Darfur. Truly frightening is that
Maathai’s conclusion is applicable to many
other parts of the world.
The key factors contributing to Darfur’s
conflict were:
• resource shortages: Water and arable
land were not present in sufficient quantities.
• environmental degradation: global
warming, in particular, exacerbated the
drought and helped the Sahara Desert march
southward.
• human
overpopulation:
Darfur’s
population grew rapidly, with a six-fold
increase in 40 years. For peace in this area, the
resources would have had to increase at the
same rate as the population. Instead the
opposite happened: the drought reduced
resources.
Overpopulation is clearly the most
significant of these factors. It also contributed
to the conflict indirectly. Global warming is—if
not the primary cause—at least a contributing
factor to the drought in the sub-Sahara region.
And what is the cause of global warming? It
is the enormous human population, now at 7.3
billion and growing, who collectively burn the
coal, oil, and natural gas that create
greenhouse-gas emissions. Our numbers are
so large that we influence the climate.
As Jared Diamond describes in his book,
Collapse, a similar situation played out in
another African country, Rwanda, in 1994
when the Hutu tribes massacred the Tutsis in
one of the worst and ugliest genocides in
history. There were, of course, other factors
involved such as long-standing ethnic hatred
between the tribes and inept, corrupt
politicians, but Diamond concluded that one
of the main causes was that the population had
grown past what the land could support.
Politicians are aware of resource shortages
and environmental degradation, and steps
(although almost always too small) are taken
to improve them. Although the growing
population is occasionally mentioned, little or
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no action is being taken to control it. This issue,
which should be at the head of the agenda, is
largely ignored.
Given the circumstances, it seems the
bloody conflict in Darfur was unavoidable.
However, is this necessarily so?
Here’s a fictional scenario of how events
could have unfolded. Suppose for a moment
that international aid had brought in food and
water, and that Sudanese politicians and the
civil service operated smoothly to distribute
these vital basics fairly. Suppose that the
United Nations prohibited armaments from
being supplied to either side and enforced this
policy. Suppose that advanced technologies in
agriculture, irrigation, and water supply had
been introduced and employed. Suppose that
the Arabs and Africans had worked in
harmony to share the meagre resources.
Suppose that Sudanese had an enlightened
and effective government: that politicians and
officials had foreseen this disaster and had
promoted family-planning programs two
decades earlier to keep the population at more
reasonable levels. Suppose that oil revenue had
gone into providing food, water, and
technology rather than into guns. Suppose that
the millions and even billions of dollars that are
lost to rampant corruption had instead been
used for education and increasing crops and
flocks.
None of this happened. They could have, for
none of these actions are far-fetched; they are
all feasible and, indeed, seem like common
sense. What failed was the will—the human
spirit. Instead of cooperation, there was hatred
and distrust. Instead of sharing, there was
avarice, greed and corruption. Instead of family
planning, the population soared. Instead of
peace, there was an ugly and brutal war.
Thus, there is another oversized pachyderm
in the room: the dark side of human behaviour.
When people are placed under stress, the
veneer of civilization quickly peels off, as
countless wars, slaughters, genocides,
inquisitions, concentration camps, and
pogroms throughout the long bloody march of
history have shown.
As Ronald Wright said in his book, A Short
History of Progress, ‘a police report on Homo
sapiens would characterize him as a serial
killer, violent, self-destructive, very dangerous
and not especially intelligent.’
In the next and final article we will explore
this flaw, or defective gene, in human
character. 0

