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Mary O’Hara (centre of photo) received her high school diploma on November 14 at the Galiano Island Community School. Mary was born on Galiano in 1929 and went to high school on Salt Spring,
but her schooling was interrupted by the Second World War when the Canadian government interned all Japanese Canadians. Bonnie MacGillivray of School District 64 presented Mary with an honorary
diploma to acknowledge the passion she had for her studies, and to help right the injustice that she experienced. For another inspiring Japanese Canadian story from the Islands, please see page 4.

Ferries consultation: participants
question and correct data
~ Patrick Brown

The latest BC Ferries’ consultation roadshow
has been visiting the Southern Gulf Islands
over the past few weeks. The Ministry of
Transportation awarded a $594,000 contract
to consulting firm Kirk & Co to hold the
consultation, and the result is well-organized
meetings that provide participants with an
extensive presentation, in book form, displays,
and on the Internet, outlining the relative
utilization and profitability (or losses) of every
route in the BC Ferries system.
The Ministry suggested that over the next
four years, in order to balance the Province’s
increase in the BC Ferries contract payment of
$79.5 million (the first such increase since the
ferry system was ‘privatized’), some $30
million in ferry system cost-savings or
additional revenue was needed. This could well
be achieved by service cutbacks—$4 million
had already been identified from main route
trip cancellations.
The panel included Kevin Richter, Assistant
Deputy Minister of Transportation, and BC
Ferries representatives.
At press time, meetings have been held on
Salt Spring, Cortes, Gabriola, Kuper, Thetis,
Pender, Salt Spring and Galiano, as well as in
Nanaimo and Victoria. Meetings to come are on
Quadra, Mayne, Saturna, Texada, Hornby,
Denman and Victoria (see ad, page 9).
So far, attendance at these meetings is
substantially less than at the consultation,
nearly a year ago, held by the BC Ferry

Commissioner. Pender Island and Gabriola
meetings each attracted some 40 participants.
At the Gabriola meeting, Gabriola Ferry
Advisory Committee Chair John Hodgkins said
a fundamental review of the ferry system was
needed and said that the current consultation
process was ‘likely to miss the point’.

Shortfall Questioned
At the Pender meeting, Chair of the Southern
Gulf Islands Ferry Committee, Brian
Hollingshead, expressed the opinion that the
object of the data presented was to show the
Province as being generous benefactors, by
publicizing the ‘shortfall’ per vehicle carried.
However, he noted that this calculation did not
take into account passenger revenue and costs;
if this had been done, the ‘shortfall’ would be
significantly less. On one northern route the
‘shortfall’ would not be $2,300 per vehicle, but
$1,000.

Subsidy Numbers Corrected
Hollingshead also pointed out that the ‘$79.5
million government contribution’ included a
previous $25 million payment, so the actual
additional annual contribution to operating
costs is only $11 million per year, on an existing
subsidy of $91 million per year.
There were many comments on the effect
of high ferry fares and service reductions on
Island
businesses.
Glenn
Grimmer
commented on the difficulty of transporting
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BC FERRIES, please turn to page 2

Stepping up to serve Island’s banking needs
This December, Island Savings will open a
branch at the Driftwood Centre on Pender
Island. The branch will be in the same location
formerly held by HSBC, which is closing on
December 7 after nearly 25 years of operation,
as HSBC and formerly as Bank of BC.
Island Savings’ original expansion plans for
2012/2013 focused primarily on the Victoria
and Duncan areas, but upon hearing of the
dilemma facing Pender Island residents and
business owners, ‘we felt compelled to look
seriously at a solution that would work for the
Island community and ourselves,’ said Rod
Dewar, President and CEO of Island Savings.
‘We have a very successful banking model that
is well suited for Island living.’
Island Savings expects the new location to

be operational during the week of December
10 (see ad, page 12). Those who wish to
transition to Island Savings are invited to do so
either by accessing an online membership
form, or by meeting with Island Savings
employees who will be in the community
offering in-person assistance to help bridge any
banking needs. Dates, times and locations of
these meetings will be posted online at
www.iscu.com/pender, and at locations
around Pender Island.
Pender resident Janie McAulay will be
working with Island Savings to set up operations
for the branch. The staff that residents have
worked with over the years will continue to
support Pender through Island Savings.
ISLAND SAVINGS, please turn to page 3

Denman Island cable ferry to be
built, operational within two years
BC Ferries announced on November 23 that
it will proceed with construction and
operation of a cable ferry between Buckley
Bay on Vancouver Island and Denman Island.
The new 50-car vessel is expected to be in
service by the fall of 2014. It will be the longest
cable ferry crossing in the world, 300 metres
longer than a 1.6-km crossing in Finland.
A public information session about the
project will be held Thursday, November 29,
from 7-9pm at the Denman Island Seniors
Hall.

BC Ferries says it is satisfied, after four
years of feasibility studies, that this type of
operation meets its criteria for the delivery of
a ‘safe and reliable operation’ for the Buckley
Bay-Denman Island service.
The scheme is expected to save $19 million
‘over the life of the assets, calculated on a
discounted net present value basis’, said BC
Ferries’ President and CEO Mike Corrigan.
BC Ferries issued a request for proposal to
determine if a contractor could provide the
CABLE FERRY, please turn to page 2

SERIOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes outside or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall
Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall
Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—VI Conference Centre
Nanaimo—Beaufort Centre
Nanaimo—Crnr Island Hwy @ Hammond Bay Rd
Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza
Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd CO-OP

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall
Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Avenue
Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave
Campbell River—Willow Point Village
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Ancient Forest Alliance protecting eagles and old-growth
Photos: TJ Watt

AT POINT ATKINSON
NOVEMBER–DECEMBER

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

28
WE

0621
1137
1606
2325

15.1
11.2
13.5
3.0

4.6
3.4
4.1
0.9

TH

6

0339
1055
1810
2322

6.6
15.1
7.5
10.5

2.0
4.6
2.3
3.2

29
TH

0655
1217
1637
2357

15.1
11.2
13.1
2.6

4.6
3.4
4.0
0.8

FR

7

0436
1133
1857

7.9
15.1
6.6

2.4
4.6
2.0

30
FR

0729
1258
1710

15.4
11.2
13.1

4.7
3.4
4.0

SA

8

0108
0544
1212
1941

11.2
9.2
15.1
4.9

3.4
2.8
4.6
1.5

1
SA

0029
0803
1341
1745

3.0
15.4
11.2
12.5

0.9
4.7
3.4
3.8

9
SU

0233
0701
1254
2026

12.1
10.2
15.1
3.6

3.7
3.1
4.6
1.1

2
SU

0101
0836
1430
1826

3.3
15.4
10.8
12.1

1.0
4.7
3.3
3.7

10
MO

0339
0815
1338
2111

13.5
10.8
15.1
2.3

4.1
3.3
4.6
0.7

3
MO

0135
0909
1525
1915

3.9
15.4
10.5
11.5

1.2
4.7
3.2
3.5

11
TU

0434
0921
1424
2156

14.4
11.5
15.1
1.3

4.4
3.5
4.6
0.4

4

0212
0943
1624
2018

4.6
15.1
9.8
10.8

1.4
4.6
3.0
3.3

12
WE

0523
1020
1513
2242

15.1
11.5
15.1
0.7

4.7
3.5
4.6
0.2

5

0253
1018
1720
2140

5.6
15.1
8.9
10.5

1.7
4.6
2.7
3.2

13
TH

0609
1115
1604
2328

15.7
11.5
15.1
0.3

4.8
3.5
4.6
0.1

TU

WE

FULL MOON NOVEMBER 28 • NEW MOON DECEMBER 13
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AT FULFORD HARBOUR
NOVEMBER–DECEMBER
Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

28
WE

0626
1116
1503
2241

11.2
9.2
10.2
1.6

3.4
2.8
3.1
0.5

TH

6

0249
1041
1803
2250

4.6
11.2
5.9
7.2

1.4
3.4
1.8
2.2

29
TH

0701
1205
1532
2312

11.2
9.2
9.8
1.6

3.4
2.8
3.0
0.5

FR

7

0340
1110
1838

5.9
11.2
4.9

1.8
3.4
1.5

30
FR

0735
1255
1602
2345

11.2
9.2
9.8
2.0

3.4
2.8
3.0
0.6

8
SA

0059
0444
1140
1913

7.5
6.9
11.2
3.6

2.3
2.1
3.4
1.1

1
SA

0808
1349
1633

11.5
9.2
9.5

3.5
2.8
2.9

9
SU

0238
0558
1211
1951

8.5
7.9
11.2
2.6

2.6
2.4
3.4
0.8

2
SU

0018
0839
1447
1708

2.0
11.5
8.9
9.2

0.6
3.5
2.7
2.8

10
MO

0346
0712
1245
2030

9.5
8.9
11.2
1.3

2.9
2.7
3.4
0.4

3

0052
0910
1546
1751

2.6
11.5
8.2
8.5

0.8
3.5
2.5
2.6

11
TU

0439
0821
1323
2112

10.5
9.5
11.5
0.7

3.2
2.9
3.5
0.2

TU

4

0128
0940
1641
1856

3.0
11.2
7.5
7.9

0.9
3.4
2.3
2.4

12
WE

0526
0926
1407
2155

11.2
9.8
11.5
0.0

3.4
3.0
3.5
0.0

5
WE

0207
1011
1725
2037

3.9
11.2
6.9
7.2

1.2
3.4
2.1
2.2

13
TH

0611
1029
1456
2240

11.5
9.8
11.2
0.0

3.5
3.0
3.4
0.0

MO

Tide Table Courtesy of

Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker
250-537-9710
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www.islandtides.com

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca
www.islandmarine.ca

he Ancient Forest Alliance hosted a special event in
Victoria on November 26 featuring presentations by BC’s
eagle expert David Hancock, and a slideshow by Ken Wu
and TJ Watt. New photos of the Echo Lake area were featured,
and there was a discussion of the politics of the campaign to save
old-growth forests.
Echo Lake is a spectacular, unprotected, lowland ancient
forest near Agassiz, BC on the east side of the Lower Fraser
Valley. It is in the unceded territory of the Sts’ailes First Nations
band (formerly the Chehalis Indian Band).
The area is home to perhaps the largest concentration of bald
eagles on Earth, where thousands of eagles come each fall to eat
spawning salmon in the Harrison and Chehalis Rivers. At night,
hundreds roost in the old-growth trees around Echo Lake. It is

T

also home to bears, cougars, deer, mountain goats and osprey,
and was historically populated by the critically endangered
northern spotted owl.
Industrial logging of the lake’s old-growth forests has been
held off for decades, because private lands restrict access to the
old-growth forests on the Crown lands on the west side of the
lake. Now, local conservationists are interested in increased
protections for eagles in the Harrison/Chehalis area and the
protection of the Echo Lake Ancient Forest where the eagles
roost at night.
The Ancient Forest Alliance has organized guided hikes into
the area, to promote Echo Lake’s importance as a bald eagle
gathering area, and to gain support for a petition to protect BC’s
endangered old-growth forests and forestry jobs. 0

Funds keep sports facility accessible

CABLE FERRY from page 1

Saanich Commonwealth Place will remain accessible to
families and high-performance athletes, thanks to $1.5 million
in combined national and provincial funding.
BC taxpayers are contributing $750,000 to the Saanich
Commonwealth Place Operating Trust Fund, which was
established in 1994 as a legacy of the Commonwealth Games to
provide subsidized access to the aquatics clubs training at
Saanich Commonwealth Place. This amount will be matched
by national sport organizations, the aquatic community and
Own the Podium, ensuring a world-leading daily training
environment, says the BC government. The funding will ensure
that the trust fund will extend until 2020—through the next two
Olympic and Paralympic Summer Games cycles.
When the trust fund was established, the governments of BC
and Canada, along with the Municipality of Saanich, invested a
combined $4 million for the purpose of subsidizing highperformance-area operating costs and fees for user groups. The
clubs and programming at the facility benefit high-performance

cable ferry service to an acceptable level of safety and quality
at a lower cost, but has concluded that it can operate the route
in a more cost-effective manner than an alternative service
provider.
The company expects to conclude a tender process for the
construction of the vessel and terminal works by the summer
of 2013.
The necessary regulatory approvals for the cable ferry
project have been obtained, including approval from DFO
under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act and
Transport Canada approval under the Navigable Waters
Protection Act.
BC Ferries states the project’s advantages include savings
in fuel, capital spending, operating and maintenance costs.
Islanders have opposed the project, questioning the project’s
estimated savings and suitability for the local community and
environment. In the BC Legislature, Ferries Critic Gary Coons
has called the project an ‘experiment.’ 0

SAANICH, please turn to page 9

BC FERRIES from page 1
ready-mix concrete to other Islands, and of taking livestock offisland for slaughter. Jill Justice made a number of suggestions
for changes in vessels and homeports when the Queen of
Nanaimo is replaced in 2016.

Ferry Union Questions Data
BC Ferry Workers Union is also calling into question the
accuracy of data that is being used to decide the need for service
reduction, in particular ferry capacities. An example cites MV
Howe Sound Queen, in service on Route 6 (Vesuvius–Crofton).
The ‘official’ vehicle capacity of Howe Sound Queen is given in
the government’s data as 70 Automobile Equivalent Units in
the Coastal Ferry Service Contract. However, the current HSQ
Vessel Specific Manual identifies the capacity as 55 units. 0

First Hornby covenant preserves island ecosystem

ISLAND TIDES, November 29, 2012, Page 3

‘I wanted to maintain my relationship with the land,’ said
ornby resident Tom Knott has become the first on his
island to use a tax-saving program to protect his land, Knott. ‘As painful as it is to see the destruction of the forests
with the assistance of the Islands Trust Fund and around me, it’s just as painful to see those forests locked up in
Conservancy Hornby Island. His gift—the Myra Powers untouched parks out of the belief that humans are too dangerous
to have a relationship with the land. I was drawn to the
Conservation Covenant—permanently protects a maturing
NAPTEP program because it allowed me to do my part
forest on the southeastern slopes of Mount Geoffrey.
protecting this space while still allowing me to use
Over the course of his nearly 25 years on Hornby,
‘a 65%
my land as I always have. I can still live on and work
Knott has watched his community’s relationship
reduction in
on the property outside the covenant, while taking
with the land change. ‘With many of the lots near
property taxes for
small, carefully regulated amounts of firewood
me heavily logged, I’ve found myself the legal
the covenanted
from the forest within the protected area. I’m
custodian of the last privately-owned natural space
portion of the
grateful for the work that the Trust Fund Board did
between Strachan Valley and the bluffs and Garry
land’
in making this possible. After I’m gone, the forest will
Oak Grove near the end of the ridge, a forest corridor
remain.’
important to animals and plants here,’ he said. ‘If I didn’t
‘Tom’s efforts to protect his property were supported by
protect it now, there could potentially be no refuge for these
Conservancy Hornby Island,’ said its chair Tony Quin, a co-signer
species after I’m gone.’
Knott protected his land using the Islands Trust’s NAPTEP of the Myra Powers Conservation Covenant.
program (Natural Area Protection Tax Exemption Program). The
Tom named the covenant in memory of his grandmother
program gives him, as well as future landowners, a 65% reduction Myra Powers, whose enthusiasm for the natural world inspired
in property taxes for the covenanted portion of the land. The his lifelong connection with nature. ‘The biggest reward for me
covenant restricts what Knott and future landowners can do with would be if one day, after I’m gone, my actions protecting this
the natural portion of the property, protecting the ecosystems on land provide a new generation of children a space to wonder and
the land forever.
discover, just as she encouraged me to do.’
‘Tom has led the way in preserving private land on Hornby
The Islands Trust Fund is a regional conservancy, preserving
Island,’ said Tony Law, Chair of the Trust Fund Board. ‘By landscapes of Canada’s islands in the Salish Sea. To learn more
carefully planning the portion of his property to protect with the about how it works with landowners to conserve land, call
covenant and ensuring he could still live on and use the land, he’s 250.405.5186 (Victoria) or toll free through Enquiry BC at
demonstrated that ecosystem conservation and vibrant 1.800.663.7867, or go online: www.islandstrustfund.bc.ca. 0
communities can co-exist.’

What to give off-Island relatives?

H

BC creates vacant town next to melting Jumbo Glacier ~ Sara Miles

A

fter 20 years of controversy,
Jumbo Glacier Resort is
finally going ahead. The BC
government
announced
on
November 20 that it has approved
incorporation of Jumbo as a
Mountain Resort Municipality
(MRM). An interim municipal council
was appointed for a two-year term.
In May, the BC government
amended the Local Government Act
to give itself authority to incorporate a
mountain resort municipalitywhether
or not there are residents in the area
at the time of incorporation. This decision facilitated the Jumbo
incorporation, despite an almost unanimous resolution to oppose
the required amendment, passed in September by the Union of BC
Municipalities.
Further to the story, in 2009, the Regional District of East
Kootenay (RDEK) passed a motion requesting that the BC
government incorporate Jumbo as a MRM. At the August 7,
2009, meeting of the RDEK board of directors, delegations spoke
both for and against the motion. Reasons cited in opposition
included the potentially negative climatic and economic impacts,
fragmentation of already critical grizzly bear habitat, and a lack
of ‘democratic process’. A representative from Ktunaxa First
Nation Council said accommodations and considerations for the
Ktunaxa, who consider the area the home of the Grizzly Bear
Spirit, needed to be met. Supporters highlighted the jobs and tax
revenues to be generated, including Shuswap Indian Band who
said the development will ‘respect cultural features’ and provide
much needed economic development. Greg Deck, who was
recently appointed mayor of Jumbo, was present and spoke in
favour of the motion, saying that the public would not get to ‘fiddle

with the process because they did
not like the results.’ Seven of fifteen
directors opposed the motion.
Groups such as Jumbo Creek
Conservation
Society
and
Wildsight have protested the
resort scheme for years, raising
questions about the impacts of the
development on local and
migratory wildlife, the state of the
receding glacier, and the
sufficiency of the regional
Map: Jumbo Wild infrastructure to support a such a
rapid increase in population.
‘For over 20 years, the regional population has remained
unwaveringly opposed to Jumbo Glacier Resort,’ said Bob
Campsall of the Jumbo Creek Conservation Society. ‘This
announcement demonstrates the current government’s blatant
disrespect for public opinion, for democracy, and for the role of
elected local governments as managers of local land uses.’
When asked by Island Tides how he will proceed in the face
of the opposition, Mayor Deck replied that ‘public opinion is
divided on this complex public policy issue’. He said he intends
to work closely with his colleagues, the proponent, appropriate
provincial ministries and all members of the community to ‘run
an efficient municipality that respects current financial
circumstances as well as the interests of future inhabitants.’
The year-round ski resort will be built at the foot of Jumbo
Mountain and Jumbo Glacier, 55km west of Invermere. The
$450-million resort is planned in three phases. It will include
5,500 bed-units in a 104-hectare resort base area. It is projected
to create almost 800 permanent full-time jobs. It is not yet
apparent what the required new infrastructure will cost BC
taxpayers. 0

ISLAND SAVINGS from page 1

including credit cards, lending, small business services and biweekly personal financial planning appointments.
Island Savings will also extend their Waves of Kindness offer
to new members of the Pender Island branch until December
31. For every new member account that meets the offer’s
criteria, the account holder will receive $50 and can direct a
matching donation of $50 from Island Savings to a registered,
local charity of his or her choice.
The Pender Island branch will join Island Savings’ newest
Tuscany (December 2012) and Jubilee (Spring 2013) locations
in Victoria, and the newly renovated Duncan Centre location as
part of their three-year, $15 million expansion plan announced
at the beginning of this year.
Island Savings’ successful Growing Island Families Together
program has given $6.45 million back to members and
community organizations in recent years. Learn more at
www.iscu.com/pender. 0

‘Island Savings stepping forward is not only a great relief for
us; their brand philosophy is an ideal fit for the unique character
of the Island,’ said McAulay. ‘Their exceptional level of
professionalism, focus on community investment and personal
style of customer service reflects the values we on Pender Island
take great pride in. When an organization of this size takes a
personal interest in addressing the challenges that we are facing
here, it says a tremendous amount about the type of community
partner we will have moving forward.’
Island Savings will introduce their banking services in two
phases. During the initial 60 days, they will offer basic deposit
and transaction services, account openings, term deposits and
RRSPs. During this time, support will be offered from Island
Savings’ other branches (primarily Brentwood) for any other
banking needs.
After that, virtually all other services will be offered locally,
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ADVISORY PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS
The South Pender Island Local Trust Committee (LTC) is accepting
expressions of interest for up to five volunteer Advisory Planning
Commission positions.
We are seeking eligible voters that have the interest and ability to advise the
LTC on a wide range of important land use and community planning,
development and sustainability matters.
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Does Everyone Mumble? Maybe it’s time to get your hearing checked...
Call 1.800.563.4327 or visit connecthearing.ca to book a
complimentary hearing screening and FREE hearing aid trial.
www.islandtides.com
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Navigable Waters
Dear Editor:
You may have noticed that the Minister of Transport for Canada
has made a great deal of noise about waters being ‘navigable’ in
Canada. He has reduced the number of navigable rivers and
lakes to some 100 lakes and 62 rivers, where we have some 1.5
to 2 million here in Canada. (The 1.5 to 2 million figure might
be low; the 100 and 62 protected ones come from the federal
Ministry of Transport website.)
Back in 2009, the budget implementation bill contained
changes to the Navigable Waters Act. The one about which I
was most concerned was the power given to the Minister of
Transport–at that time John Baird–to say whether or not any
body of water was navigable, regardless of the body of water.
At the time, the Senate was very concerned about the word
navigable and why it was so important. The Canadian Oxford

C
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ourtenay
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(250
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service cel

Scott Fitzgerald once said, ‘show me a hero and I’ll write
you a tragedy.’ Well, I don’t know about that, but I’ll
show you a hero. A family of them in fact: the Murakami
family of Salt Spring Island.
There are three of them left on Salt Spring: Richard, Rose
and Violet, all siblings. They are all getting up there, in their
seventies and eighties. They’ve lived on Salt Spring all their lives.
Well, that’s not quite true. They spent some time inland back
during the war.
The Murakamis are Canadians of Japanese descent. A 1941
census counted 77 Japanese Canadians living on Salt Spring—
a substantial portion of the population back then. Twelve
months later there were exactly zero Japanese Canadians living
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dictionary simply defines the word as ‘affording a passage for
ships.’ However, there are bodies of water that will not allow a
‘ship’ to float upon them—which is the excuse Denis Lebel is
using to determine navigable—but for centuries have been
adequate for canoes, which in fact are a form of ship.
Almost all of these unprotected bodies of water now can be
built upon, used as tailings ponds for mines, have pipelines over,
through or under them, or have toxic substances dumped into
them without any requirement of environmental protection.
The triggers that would have prevented this from happening
have now been removed by the simple expedient of calling a
body of water non-navigable. Easy as that.
Fish will die as their habitat is destroyed; drinking water will
become contaminated; and to imagine that this contamination
will not spread to the major aquifers and rivers of Canada is, to
say the least, naive.
The only way that BC waters can be saved is if the BC
government steps up and says ‘no way, we must have an
environmental assessment first.’ Fat chance with the BC
Liberals, though.
Jeremy Arney, Victoria

Denmark A Model For Elder Care
Dear Editor:
CBC Radio did a feature program on Sunday, November 18
about the elderly in Denmark and how the country
accommodates these people in all aspects of their lives; allowing
them to keep their independence as long as possible.
Just as an example: people with Alzheimer or dementia can
be provided with a GPS so they can go for long walks on their
own, including into the forests. If an individual can’t make their
way home they can be easily found. A vast number of these
individuals still live independently. For those who no longer can,
they must all have fresh air every day, and exercise. There is no
confinement. Their facilities for the elderly all provide music
that the residents choose.
Frankly, it is mind-boggling the positive differences in
Danish society in every aspect compared to our own. Denmark
is one country to which several of our elected Parliamentarians
should travel and study on behalf of Canadians.
Stephanie McDowall, Nanaimo 0

Heroism in our midst: recognizing
the Murakamis of Salt Spring –Arthur Black
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Dear Editor:
Regarding Sara Steil’s letter in Island Tides’ November 15
edition: I am cognizant of the arguments both for and against
short term vacation rentals (STVR) on Pender Island, but there
seems to be a significant point that has been overlooked, namely
the effect on our community.
If short term rentals are allowed, it will encourage offislanders to buy property not to live in and contribute to our
community but purely as an investment. This will prevent
young families, who wish to live here, from buying affordable
properties. It is these young families that provide the basis for
the Volunteer Fire Fighters and the numerous other important
organizations and societies that make our Island such a fine and
safe place to live.
The Fire Department, the Legion and the Coast Guard are
examples of valuable organizations that already have difficulty
recruiting energetic people who are the ‘doers’, who keep these
and other organizations functioning efficiently. It would be sad
to reduce, still further, this valuable element of our society, by
allowing the wholesale depletion of our housing stock to those
who contribute nothing to the wider community.
Barry Mathias, Pender Island

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

on the island. They had all—farmers, fishermen, businessmen
and their families—been rounded up like Holsteins and
railroaded off to work camps in Alberta and the BC Interior.
Their businesses, their farms, their livestock, their fishing boats
and gear had been commandeered and then sold off to the white
folks.
The Murakamis came back to Salt Spring Island after the
war—the only Japanese Canadians to do so—only to find that
everything they’d owned was gone. But there’s a word in
Japanese—ganbaru—which means approximately ‘persevere’,
‘do your best’, ‘don’t allow weakness or evil to have the upper
hand.’ The Murakamis didn’t. They started again from scratch
and re-seeded themselves on Salt Spring.
Nearly seven decades after they were shipped away in cattle
cars, the Murakamis thrive on Salt Spring. They still live
together, Richard, Rose and Violet, in a spacious house
overlooking their gardens and Richard’s shop.
He runs Salt Spring’s most famous auto repair business,
employs a half dozen mechanics, most of whom are receiving
their old age pension. He also hires the odd high school student
who might be having trouble finding work. They all answer to
Richard, who pads around his hangar-style repair shop all day
long, joking with customers, hauling his duct-taped cellphone
out of his overalls to take calls and order parts, and generally
overseeing the task of keeping most of Salt Spring’s beaters and
clunkers on the road.
And Richard? He answers to his sister Rose, who controls
the finances and presides over the Murakami home. Rose is an
author and a lecturer with a master’s degree in nursing and she
formerly served as chief nursing officer at UBC.
An amazing family, the Murakamis, about as close to royalty
MURAKAMIS, please turn to next page
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Ferries belong to the Islands
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Patrick Brown

Delegation to the Ministry of Transportation’s BC Ferries
consultation, presented on November 14.
have been a ferry rider, in the Southern Gulf Islands and
the Sunshine Coast, for 25 years. I served on various ferry
committees for Pender and Southern Gulf Islands (SGI),
15-20 years ago. I have written regularly about ferries in Island
Tides regional newspaper for 25 years.

I

Talk About BC Communities, Not Ferries
There has been much talk from the Ministry of Transportation
and Infrastructure on the ‘sustainability’ of the ferry service,
with particular reference to the minor routes. This is a single
bottom line approach: oversimplified, narrow and wrong.
What we are actually talking about here is the sustainability
of many island communities, of which the ferry services are an
integral part. Those island communities include the community
of Vancouver Island, the Islands of the Georgia Strait, Haida
Gwaii, and those ‘islanded’ parts of the mainland—the Sunshine
Coast and the Central Coast.
BC Ferries is, in fact, the transportation infrastructure on
which a quarter of BC depends.

Consider Diversity & Needs
The Ministry’s approach—to look for public input which might
lead to a saving of $26 million over the next four years, reveals
the limits of government thinking—which is still dominated by
the idea that BC Ferries is an independent corporation from
which profits are expected, albeit government owned.
It’s that frame of reference that has led, and continues to
lead, to steady increases in ferry fares over the last ten years,
and promised future increases. This attitude has led to a
continuing attack on all those communities, the cost of living in
them and visiting them–effectively isolating them. Again, I
include Vancouver Island.
The consultation needs to consider: 1) the entire ferry
community, not just the ferry corporation. Ferries are an integral
part of the communities, and 2) every community is different, has
different needs and is affected differently by its ferries.

Ferries A Part Of Each Community
Let’s look at how the ferries affect the communities to which
they belong, of which they are a part. Not just in terms of
economics, but socially and environmentally. Island residents,
business owners, farmers, and property owners have little
choice in the face of increasing travel costs, BC Ferries being a
monopoly. They sell up and move away from the Islands.
On Pender, we have many properties for sale. Many have
sold. Many long-time residents have sold to mainlanders who
use the properties as vacation homes. The normal slow and
steady growth of the community is hampered by the perception
that fares are too high and will continue to rise. Except, of
course, that it’s not just a perception; it’s a promise. And that
promise holds for the coastal quarter of BC.
Despite this, the Pender community remains strong. We
have, fortunately, many young families. We have many retirees.
Not much in between. It’s a great community to live in, but a
hard place to make a living.
The increasing percentage of ‘weekenders’—users of vacation
properties—also affects ferries. And every Island is different.
Pender looks to Vancouver Island. Galiano looks to the mainland.
Geography, and the patterns of ferry use which result, make that
difference. So the ferries belong to the island communities.

Comments on Discussion Points
Changes to Service: It is not clear when during the four years
that $26 million is to be saved or what the potential savings
from any particular service cuts might be. Also what are the
details of the government’s claimed $79.5 million input?
Only service reductions are considered. How about
increases? If you look at the communities, and not just BC
Ferries’ bottom line, you could come to different conclusions.
I recall many efforts to modify schedules in SGI to reduce
runs and costs. The only good way was to base ferries on the
islands rather than at Swartz Bay. This required moving crews

Photo: Toby Snelgrove

Commemorative Japanese Gardens on several Gulf Islands are dedicated to legacy of the Japanese Canadian
community. This one is on Mayne Island, decorated with winter lights.

MURAKAMIS from previous page
as Salt Spring will ever get. And are they revered and honoured
like royalty? By most Islanders, yes. But not by all. This ain’t
Disneyland, chum—it’s Salt Spring. I’ve heard one Islander
claim that what happened to the Murakamis during the war
wasn’t anybody’s fault, it was just…the times. So that made it
okay to steal their homes and farms and fishing boats?
Right now the Murakamis are looking at a court order to get
rid of the derelict auto wrecks in the back field.Those junkers
are there because Richard took them off the hands of owners
who were done with them, but didn’t want to pay to have them
hauled off the island. Richard scavenges the wrecks for parts,
then has the stripped hulks hauled off from time to time. On his
dime.
My personal opinion? I think the Murakamis should be
given a blank cheque, free room and board, a party once a
month, the keys to the island and a lifetime supply of the
beverage of their choice to atone for what we took from them
and in gratitude for what they’ve given back to us.
Which includes, by the way, a prime chunk of land on which
sit 27 affordable housing units right in downtown Ganges. The
Murakamis donated that prime land, gratis. They may be
getting on, but they still remember what it feels like to be
homeless.

Aging in Place Specialists
Complete Care from Hospital to Home
Palliative and End-of-Life Care
Medical and Non-Medical Caregiving
24 / 7 Live-in or Hourly Support
Companionship and Home Support

Helping You Live in the Home You Love
250 - 382 - 2328 www.SeniorCareandFitness.com

Arthur Black’s radio essay about the award-winning Murakami
family was broadcast on CBC’s ‘All Points West’ on August 30.
You can read more in Ganbaru: the Murakami Family on Salt
Spring Island, a booklet published by the Japanese Garden
Society of Salt Spring Island. 0
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Round
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Islands
What’s On?
Single venue: $33.60 • $39.20 w img | Multiple venue: $44.80 • $50.40 w img
Payment with order by Visa/MC
islandtides@islandtides.com 250.629.3660

Daily until December 16
WinterCraft Christmas Fair—an eclectic selection of work by
Southern Gulf Island artists and artisans:
art, jewellery, pottery, scarves, natural
soaps & hand-made ornaments, festive
musical performances by talented local
musicians • Gallery open daily 10am-5pm
• Mahon Hall, 114 Rainbow Road • Info:
www.ssartscouncil.com, 250.537.0899 • SALT SPRING

Now until Saturday, December 29
Comox Valley Art Gallery 38th Annual Christmas Craft Fair—
original design pottery, jewellery,
ornaments, glass work, woodwork,
fabric art, paintings, prints, cards,
specialty foods, stocking stuffers &
more; something for everyone and every
budget! • CVAG Gift Shop,
580 Duncan Avenue • Monday thru Saturday • 10am-5pm • Info:
250.338.6211, www.comoxvalleyartgallery.com • COURTENAY

Daily until December 31
Red Tree Gallery’s ‘Grand Little Art Show’—Pender Islands
Artisan Cooperative gallery is run by the
artists themselves, and includes painting,
photography, drawing, hand-felting, silk
fusion, fabric arts, hand-painted glassware,
kiln fired glass, jewellery, art cards & more •
11am-4pm except Christmas Day • Historic
Hope Bay • Info:www.redtreegallery.ca,
250.629.6800 • PENDER

Saturday and Sunday, December 1 & 2
Pat Webber Pottery Christmas Studio
Sale – featuring new work from the Anagama
firing and Pat’s own kiln; whimsical and
functional work; home baked goodies &
more • 10am-4pm • 425 Stewart Road •
Info: www.patwebber.ca, 250.537.8871 •
SALT SPRING

Saturday, December 1
‘Island Santa’ book signing—join local
author Sheryl McFarlane to celebrate her and
Sheena Lott’s great new children’s book
featuring the Santa Ship • Proceeds from the
book’s sales go to Jeneece Place • Talisman
Books & Gallery • 1pm • Info: 250.629.6944,
www.talismanbooks.ca • PENDER

Saturday, December 1
Double-header Raincoast Conservation Foundation
documentary film screening—‘Groundswell’ explores BC’s west
coast and documents what would be threatened if the Northern
Gateway pipeline is built; ‘Reflections: Art for an Oil-Free Coast’
recounts the recent artists expedition into the stunning Great Bear
Rainforest • 7:30pm • Community Hall • PENDER

Sunday, December 2
Lighting of the Edith and George Pearson Care Tree—meet at
The Care Tree (rain or shine) for dedication and carol singing;
Pender Highlanders Pipe Band; remember to bring a flashlight;
money raised goes to Pender Islands Lions Club’s support for Care
Canada • Care Tree, Bridges Road • 4:30pm • PENDER

Friday, Saturday & Sunday, December 7, 8 & 9
Home for Christmas—a concert with the Pender Island Choral
Society and Daniel Lapp, the Kids Choir, Pender Young Violins,
Swingin Shepherd Houseband and special guest Mae Moore • Fri
& Sat: 7:30pm, Sun: 2 pm • Community Hall • Tickets: Adults $16,
Children 5-15 $6 @ Talisman Books & Southridge Store • PENDER

Saturday, December 8
The Bellingham Lions’ Santa Ship—see Christmas sail in, an
Islands’ tradition • Saturna/Lyall Hbr: noon-12:40pm; Pender/Hope
Bay: 1-2:15pm; Mayne/Miners Bay: 2:45-4pm; Galiano/Montague
Hbr: 5-6pm; Saltspring/Ganges Hbr: 7pm • SATURNA, PENDER,
MAYNE, GALIANO & SALT SPRING

Thursday, December 13 thru Saturday, December 29
The Farndale...Christmas Carol—festive farce portrays the
attempts of a fictional troupe of ladies and one
slightly reluctant man to present Dickens’
‘A Christmas Carol’–an endearing, lively and
disaster-prone assault on the Dickens classic! •
Echo Players Village Theatre • Evening shows
7:30pm, Matinees 2pm • Tickets: 250.752.3522,
info@echoplayers.ca • QUALICUM BEACH

Friday, January 4
‘From Rivers to Avatars’—Crimson Coast Dance opens its 14th
season with two performances integrating
contemporary dance, theatre and
technology: ‘What the Water Whispers’ and
‘Avatar’ reflect on connection,
communication and identification. • 8pm •
Malaspina Theatre, VIU • Tickets: $20 in
advance at Lobelia’s Lair, House of Indigo,
Arbutus Music and online; $25 @ the door,
Students $15 • Dancers Genevieve Johnson and Freya Olafson are
also offering workshops on Saturday, January 5 • Info:
www.crimsoncoastdance.org • NANAIMO

Every Second Thursday
Island Tides regional newspaper—14,000 copies distributed via
Canada Post to Gulf Island households, another 4,000 picked up
on BC Ferries and at select Vancouver Island locations • Free
newspaper with cost-effective advertising • Info: 250.629.3660,
www.islandtides.com • ON 14 ISLANDS IN THE SALISH SEA

www.islandtides.com

Photo: Jan Mangan

Salt Spring Island Pie Ladies, Angela Thomas and Audrey Cottrell, are some of the colourful local characters featured
in David and Andrea Spalding’s new cookbook, ‘Seasonings: Flavours of the Southern Gulf Islands’.

New Book For Christmas Wish List
Pender Island authors Andrea and David Spalding recently
celebrated their beautiful new cookbook, Seasonings: Flavours
of the Southern Gulf Islands, with community members and
Harbour Publishing at the Galiano Oceanfront Inn and at Poets
Cove Resort & Spa. The Spaldings have gathered and created
recipes that reflect the variety and abundance of island food year
round, to be enjoyed by locals, visitors and tourists, and carry
the Islanders’ passion for food to distant places.
A ‘cornucopia for the eyes’, Seasonings offers the reader a
look into the unique, creative and flavourful regional cuisines
that the Gulf Islands have to offer. Among the book’s colourful
illustrations are 13 photos by Salt Spring’s Jan Mangan, whose
photos have also appeared on Island Tides’ pages. ‘I am thrilled,’
said Jan.
There are wonderful and interesting Island stories peppered
throughout Seasonings, including the famous Salt Spring pie
ladies (pictured above), the bread lady and other local people,
as well as places. It is a visual and culinary delight; if you didn’t
make the book launches, look for it in local shops.

Mayne Trust Reviews Suite Options
Over the next few months, the Mayne Island Local Trust
Committee (LTC) is reviewing land use policies and regulations
regarding the provision of secondary suites as an alternative
form of housing on Mayne Island. A report on Housing Options,
completed for the LTC last year, identifies secondary suites as a
recommended housing option.
Trust staff are now initiating a review of the suitability of
secondary suites for some or all residential properties on Mayne
Island. For the purposes of this review, a secondary suite is
restricted to being a self-contained suite: 1) above a garage attached
to the principal residence; 2) above the main floor of a principal
residence; 3) below the main floor of a principal residence
(basement suite); or 4) attached to a principal residence at grade.
There will be opportunities for public comment, but the
trustees recommend that interested parties keep up to date on
the progress online: www.islandstrust.bc.ca/ltc/ma/default.cfm,
or by checking the notices posted on Mayne Island or in the
Victoria Islands Trust office. Island Trust also offers a subscription
service through the website which notifies the subscriber of
upcoming LTC meetings on Mayne Island.

Gabriola ‘Meals’ Return
The Gabriola Auxiliary For Island Health Care let us know that
the Meals On Wheels program was relaunched with a try-it-out
dinner at the Rollo Seniors Centre. Close to 50 volunteers and
seniors attended and sang the praises of the food. The Gabe
Shop, combination thrift store, gift shop, and information centre
made way for the return of the program.
Gift certificates for meals, Lifeline emergency call service, or
for purchases at the Gabe Store are in the works. What great
Christmas gifts, call the store (250.325.4223) for details.
Meanwhile Pages’ Resort and Marina tells us of a new book,
Our Clinic by Bruce Mason, about the building of the Gabriola
Community Health Care Centre. Proceeds from sales go to the
Gabriola Auxiliary For Island Health Care.

Another New Island Library!
Since June, Pender Islanders are enjoying upgraded library
facilities. Galiano’s new library building is underway. Now Salt

Spring is in the spotlight. The new Salt Spring Island Public
Library building, which will serve the community for decades
to come, combines advanced technology, new low carbon
energy management concepts, and a comfortable, efficient and
unique artistic design.
Here’s some info about the big move to the new library. The
temporary library facilities at 118 Jackson Avenue closed on
November 24. The new library, located at 129 McPhillips
Avenue, is anticipated to open mid-December. Returns will not
be accepted at either location until then.
Due to the move and the holidays, the interlibrary loan
service will be closed from November 24 until January 2. Then,
borrowed inter-library books should be returned on the due
date; patrons will be notified of incoming books and can then
pick them up. New loan requests will be processed starting
January 2.
Anyone living permanently on Salt Spring Island or owning
property on the island is eligible for a library card. Visitors with
a library card from another BC Public Library can be issued a
BC OneCard to use the library services.

High Winds Cause Widespread Outages
The islands had their first big wind storm-related power outages
of the winter from November 17-19. Trees were down across BC
Hydro transmission wires all the way from Campbell River
through Port Alberni and Nanaimo, down to Saanich and across
to the Gulf Islands. In most areas, power was restored within a
few hours, but some residents waited almost a day.
Some Pender residents were caught on the wrong side of
downed trees and hydro lines and took refuge at the firehall
until the roads were cleared. It looked like an all-nighter; Peter
and Tessa Emmings at Arcadia-By-The Sea were willing to put
people up in their cabins, despite no light or heat there either.
However the roads were cleared in time for people to make it
home to a very late bedtime.
BC Hydro reminds the public to keep away from downed
power lines. For outage-related inquiries, call 1.888.POWERON
or go to: m.bchydro.com/outages/#/list/current on your mobile.

Local Sierra Club Clears District Debt
Mike Bell, Chairperson of Sierra Club Comox Valley, announced
on November 17 that the organization has paid off its debt in
full to the Comox Valley Regional District.
In 2009, the Sierra Club of Canada filed a law suit against
Gas-N-Go Petroleum North Ltd and the Comox Valley Regional
District for allowing the development of the Gas-N-Go station
on the Dyke Road. The adverse cost award of almost $40,000
owing to the Regional District and the gas station company was
the responsibility of the Sierra Club Comox Valley. The local
Sierra Club group is also on track to pay off the company within
the next few months.
‘We are deeply indebted to all our members and friends, to
the Comox Valley Unitarian Fellowship and the Comox United
Church who have made direct contributions and/or volunteered
their time, energy and resources in a broad range of fundraising
activities,’ said Bell. ‘We see the resolution of the debt as a strong
indication of support for our volunteer organization and our
environmental work in this valley.’
Bell noted that the Sierra Club Comox Valley, now out from
RTI, please turn to page 8
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HURRY! SALE ENDS SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1!
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Stillwater Magic and Mystery

O

n November 1, I took a chance on being able to launch
my boat and went down to Spider Lake. Imagine my
surprise when I discovered that ‘Purgatory Rock,’ the
boulder that had been blocking access the new ramp, had
actually been moved aside enough for me to launch my punt
with no trouble. I am not certain who to thank but to the people
in the Ministry of Environment, the highways people, the parks
people and the people from the quarry: a heart-felt ‘thank you’
for making this old man’s access to one of his visions of paradise
so much easier.
Otto Winning was also there and he was getting organized
to fish from the shore in the bay. There was a boat on the lake
with two dedicated trollers working the main body of the lake.
As I slowly rowed out of the entrance bay I glanced at Otto
who had just called ‘Fish on!’ while he was busy with a nicely
bent rod playing a good-sized trout. As he pulled the fish up onto
the beach, I couldn’t help but think how successful shore fishing
can be when you know what you are doing—as in Otto’s case.
In the meantime, back to the business at hand—finding a fly
pattern that will attract some action. In spite of the rain over the
past few days, the lake remained at an unusually low level. I
started slowly rowing down the lake with a deep sinking line on
one rod and a medium sinker on the other. I was prospecting
for feeding fish as is my custom when I start on the lake. My
starting patterns were a leech on the deep line and pumpkin
head nymph on the other. I had no action except to change my
deep line to a slow sinker because the deep line was picking
weeds. At this point I was in the main body of the lake and I
became aware of something unusual.
The lake was so calm it looked like a mirror on its side. There
was a profound sense of total stillness with virtually no breezes

       
        









 
  

–Outdoors with Ralph Shaw

Photo: Ralph Shaw

Ralph’s flies and fish–fresh trout from Spider Lake.
of any sort. The sound emanating from large flocks of Canada
Geese on the west side of the lake and the whistling of duck
wings as they traveled up and down the lake did not distract
from the stillness of the water. The cloud cover was low and
there was no sunshine. As I looked across the lake I saw the
occasional circle as a feeding fish disturbed the calm surface.
The small waves from the trollers on the far side of the lake
moved across the mirror surface.
What I thought truly profound was the abundance of small
feathers and down, floating on the surface of the water that
created a snow-like effect that I tried, unsuccessfully, to capture
with my camera. It was one of those magical times in the
outdoors when you are privileged to commune with nature in a
soul enriching high that, for me, lasts several days.
As I moved into the secluded bay that was my destination, I
changed my fly patterns again to a dragonfly pattern and a sedge
pupae pattern. I also noted a small bit of moving fish action just

under the surface in about ten to fifteen feet of water. The water
was so calm I did not bother to put out one of my anchors.
Shortly after I started to drift and cast, I was rewarded with a
prime fish in the thirteen inch range. I netted it, and after killing
it, I cleaned the fish to examine the stomach for clues on what
they were feeding upon. In this case it was empty. During the
next two hours I had continuous action and seven fish to the
net. I kept four prime trout up to fifteen-and-a-half-inches-long.
Upon cleaning them, none of the fish had any significant food
in their stomachs.
When I returned to the ramp Otto had left a note on my
truck that he had taken four trout similar to mine, as did the
trollers.
I am not certain what to make of it; but I suggest that if you
are so inclined there is some excellent trout fishing to be had on
our Stillwater Lakes. 0
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continue to have a pivotal leadership role in advancing the
agriculture and agri-food industry,’ says FCC’s Kellie Garrett,
‘FCC is pleased to recognize exceptional leaders that distinguish
themselves by showing commitment to our industry and
devotion to their local communities.’ Since 2006, FCC has
honoured 30 outstanding women with the Rosemary Davis
Award.

      

  

under the debt, can focus all its energies on two major
environmental concerns: the proposed Raven and Bear coal
mines and the Enbridge Northern Gateway Pipeline.

Car Rentals

Near Sidney, Saanich,
Victoria, Ferries & Airport
Seniors’ Specials
Long & Short Term
Mention ad for discount!

1.800.809.0788
gsaautorentals.com

Head Start on 2013 Islands Gathering

9100 East Saanich Rd
North Saanich

www.roostfarmcentre.com

Gabriola’s Island Futures crew has announced next summer’s
Gathering at Montague Harbour on Galiano Island. Set aside
August 7-9 for the third annual inter-island get-together. From
across the archipelago, Gulf Islanders are invited to gather on foot
by bike, small boat, ferry and car at the park’s group camp area.
Breaking bread together is slated to be a bigger part of next
year’s celebration, and if you’re interested in being part of the food
planning send an email to Fay Weller: fayweller1@gmail.com.
The daytime presentations and collaborative discussions will
take place on Thursday, with a wrap-up session the morning of
the ninth. If you’re interested in presenting innovative
endeavours, and possibilities for collaboration between islands,
email Fay.
In the meantime another inter-island event is taking place
on Gabriola next May: the Island Studies Conference. Proposals
for presentations are due November 30.

Nominate An Agricultural Heroine
- Christa Grace-Warrick
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Knowing the wonderful women in food production in our
archipelago, we want to let you know about an award.
Nominating someone in your community is itself a wonderful
recognition (I know this personally, when I found I was
nominated by kind readers for a Diamond Jubilee award—and
was thrilled). So, think who you might nominate for this one.
Farm Credit Canada (FCC) is accepting nominations until
January 15, for the 2013 FCC Rosemary Davis Award, which
recognizes and honours five women, across Canada, for their
leadership and commitment to agriculture. Past nominees
range from producers and educators to agrologists and
veterinarians.
Farm Credit Canada says that agriculture is a vibrant and
dynamic industry, and women are contributing to its success
through positive action and community service. ‘Women

Say ‘Hello’ To The Foreigner
- Sara Miles

Theatre on the Islands is generally surprisingly good (not bad
for a bunch of amateurs, as they say), and a great antidote to the
doldrums of winter. Pender Island Solstice Theatre’s November
production of The Foreigner was no exception–the audience
roared with laughter for two solid hours, watching the comedy
unfold at a fishing lodge in rural Georgia, run by Betty Meeks
(the lovely Joyce Davis).
When ‘Froggy’ LeSueur (Barry Mathias’ alter ego), brings
his old friend Charlie Baker (the utterly convincing Steeve
Larouche) for a relaxing getaway, Charlie finds himself playing
the part of a non-English speaking ‘foreigner’, in an inspired
attempt to maintain his anonymity and avoid conversation. The
opposite occurs: Charlie is privy to many private conversations,
and drawn into them all, but he can only respond with a smile
and a Slavic-sounding ‘hellooo?’ or ‘thanck youuuu’.
Charlie discovers the motives of the sinister Reverend David
Marshall Lee (Fringe Fest player Chris Wakaluk), and the
wicked Owen Musser (a zealous Robert Dill). At the same time,
he endearingly elevates the status of ‘simple’ Ellie Simms
(perfect timing by Barb Pender) and even saves the
unsuspecting Catherine Simms (appropriately pouty Tania
Honan) from marrying a member of the Klu Klux Klan in a
haunting scene.
The rustic set was complimented by the actors’ commitment
to their characters; their comedic accents and personalities filled
the hall with much needed laughter on a dark and stormy night.
Narrator Leslie McBain was a welcoming presence. First-time
directors Julia and Gregory Nicholls, along with producer Tania
Schissler, cut their teeth on a quick comedy–let’s hope the time
commitment was not too much, and they do it again soon. 0
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Chance to get life-saving drugs to Africa–but will it pass?
Elizabeth May

L

ast year many Canadians were saddened when Private
Members Bill C-393, which had passed in the House, died
in the Senate when the spring 2011 election was called.
The bill is an attempt to fix what was supposed to be a workable
system to provide generic (and cheaper) versions of life-saving
drugs to the poorest of the poor. The costs of anti-viral and AIDS
drugs are prohibitive in the countries where they are most
needed.
Under Prime Minister Jean Chrétien, Parliament passed
Canada’s Access to Medicines Regime (CAMR). The goal of the
legislation was to ensure access to affordable generic drugs for
illnesses such as AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis. Unfortunately,
since it was passed in 2004, it has been used only once. The whole
CAMR was so complex and snarled in red tape that it has been
proven to be completely ineffective.
Now, under the leadership of NDP MP Hélène Laverdière
(Laurier–Sainte-Marie), the bill is back with the new number C398. It will come up for a vote on Wednesday, November 28—
the week in which this edition of Island Tides circulates.
The need for the bill is clear. Less than half of HIV-positive
mothers receive the drugs that can prevent the transmission of
HIV from mother to child. Similarly, of babies with HIV-positive
mothers who themselves are born HIV-free, less than half receive
treatment to prevent transmission from their mother.
The changes to the CAMR included in this new bill will not
create any new costs for Canada. They are consistent with the
WTO’s decision to exempt life-saving drugs to the developing
world from the patent-protection rules of the Agreement on
Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights. And it does
not seem that the Canadian pharmaceutical industry will publicly

SAANICH from page 1
athletes and BC families.
The trust fund originally was intended to last for 25 years,
until 2019. Due to declining interest rates, however, the fund
was projected to be depleted by 2014. This would have
eliminated the legacy of subsidized access for high-performance
athletes and user groups. Without additional investment, users
would have been faced with higher fees, estimated to be at least
double current rates.
Several Olympians and Paralympians train at Saanich
Commonwealth Place, including Olympic medallists Simon
Whitfield and Ryan Cochrane and Paralympic medallist Brianna
Nelson. The facility serves several high-performance user
categories including swimming, triathlon, diving, water polo and
synchronized swimming. The total number of participants at
Saanich Commonwealth Place in high-performance programs,
school programs and learn-to programs is 3,498.
On average, approximately 24,000 athletes compete in
aquatic competitions per year at Saanich Commonwealth Place.
This includes swimming, diving, and synchronized swimming
meets, along with water polo tournaments.
The number of annual drop-in visitors is close to 700,000.
Islanders find the long-weekend family fun swims at Saanich
Commonwealth Place regularly advertised in Island Tides
What’s On? listings. 0

Capital Regional District

Notice of Southern Gulf Island Commissions

Call for Volunteer Commissioners

The Capital Regional District (CRD) invites applications/
nominations for residents interested in sitting on various
Southern Gulf Islands committees/commissions to co-ordinate
with the CRD director and oversee activities for the beneﬁt of
island residents.
The following vacancies are available. Meetings are held at least
four times per year. All vacancies must be ﬁlled by January 1, 2013.
– Pender Islands Community Parks and Recreation Commission
(Pender Island)
– Saturna Island Parks and Recreation Commission (Saturna Island)
Please send us a one-page summary telling about yourself, your
expertise, and why you would like to serve on the committee.
Nominees should come from the local communities of Pender
Island, Mayne Island, Galiano Island, Saturna Island and Piers Island.

object to the bill. One would hope its passage is assured.
Private members bills are supposed to be free of ‘party
discipline,’ that seemingly benign concept which I believe is the
enemy of democracy. Quite a lot of Conservatives in the House
voted for C-393 when it passed. Now it seems some are losing
their commitment to its passage. In one conversation, a
Conservative who had previously voted for passage told me, ‘I
have three pharmaceutical companies in my riding. What
happens if a generic drug is sold leading to the stealing of patents?’
We are in a tough fight–I am talking to MPs in all parties; the
Grandmothers to Grandmothers groups and other
organizations—from Stephen Lewis Foundation to UNICEF—are
working hard. I will do my best to get this much needed bill
passed.

Saanich-Gulf Islands News Alert
I had meant to add more to this column and talk about the bill,
but this evening, after votes, something amazing happened. I
went to the reception of Parliamentarians hosted by Macleans
magazine and the annual vote for MP awards. All of us get to vote.

There are no suggested winners. I had an inkling something was
up when Macleans sent a photographer to take pictures of me in
the riding during the Remembrance Day week. There are a lot of
categories—Hardest Working MP, Best Constituency MP, Most
Collegial MP, most knowledgeable MP, and so on. I had thought
I might be in the running for ‘hardest working.’
So here’s the shocker: in a prize based on how MPs voted, I
was chosen for the top award—‘Parliamentarian of the Year’! I
am the first woman to receive the award, the first British
Columbia MP to have this honour, and certainly the first Green
MP to win.
I am still a bit shocked, and it is hard to absorb that I am
actually ‘Parliamentarian of the Year.’ Winning this proves what
I have always said—that my friends and peers in the House of
Commons do appreciate a respectful and non-partisan approach.
Thank you, constituents of Saanich-Gulf Islands, for taking the
chance of electing a Green MP. I want to share this honour with
all citizens; Saanich-Gulf Islands is the constituency of the year.
Thank you! 0
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Denman Island
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December 8

3:00 p
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o 6:0
6:00
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D
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the full schedule
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o provide
provide feedback,
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k, please contact
contact us a
at:
t:
www.coastalferriesengagement.ca
www.coastalffe
errie
esengagement.ca
Write
Write a submission
s
to:
to: coastalferriesengagement@gov.bc.ca
coastalferrriesengagement@gov.b
bc
b .ca
ca or
P.O.
P
..O. Box
Box 2223 Vancouver
Vancouver M
Main,
ain, V
Vancouver,
ancouverr, B.C.
B.C. V6B 3
3W2
Call
C
all ttoll-free:
oll-free: 1 855 387-7882

Deadline for receipt of applications is December 20th, 2012.
Mail your application to: CRD, Southern Gulf Islands, Attn:
Melody Pender, 7915 Swanson View Drive, Pender Island, BC
V0N 2M2; email mpender@crd.bc.ca or fax: 250.629.3477.
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BC must get
serious about its
water supply
Ben Parfitt, Jesse Baltutis

I

n 2010, BC’s South Peace Region, downstream from the
massive WAC Bennett Dam, was so arid that the province
ordered natural gas companies to temporarily halt their
water withdrawals from local rivers and streams.
That same year, far to the south in the state of Nevada, the
water impounded by the iconic Hoover Dam plummeted to a
level not seen in 54 years, forcing a one-quarter cut in
hydroelectricity production.
The two events, separated by thousands of kilometres,
demonstrate how vulnerable hydroelectric power production
can be to climate change. But there is another aspect to such
events that often goes overlooked. We also need energy to
pump, heat and treat water.
We may not often think about the close interconnections
between our water and energy resources. But now, more than
ever, we need to. Climate change, increasing industrial demands
for both water and energy, and growing population demand it.
Consider, further, that in 2010 BC also recorded an electricity
trade deficit, meaning that the province imported more
electricity than it exported. It was the fifth time in ten years that
such a deficit occurred, compared to only once in the previous
20 years. The increasing frequency of such deficits strongly
suggests that we are beginning to confront limits in our ability
to produce enough power for domestic needs.
This, then, is an ideal time to ask much-needed questions.
Questions such as what impact our provincial government’s
economic and jobs plan, which calls for eight new mines and
three liquefied natural gas plants by the end of the decade, will
have on our critically important water and energy assets.
To facilitate the government’s plan, BC’s hydroelectric grid
is undergoing a massive expansion. In the northwest of the
province, a 344-km transmission line is being pushed into the
headwaters of the Skeena, Nass and Stikine rivers to provide
power to new open pit mines and what could soon be a
sprawling network of coalbed methane gas wells.
A hydro transmission expansion of even greater magnitude
is in the works for the northeast quadrant of the province, which
would set the stage for accelerated production of some of the

NANAIMO
Tues. December 4, 2012
5 pm to 8 pm
Beban Social Centre,
Room 1/2/3
2300 Bowen Road
GREATER VICTORIA
Wed. December 5, 2012
5 pm to 8 pm
Cedar Hill Recreation Centre
Art 1 Room
3220 Cedar Hill Road
WEST SHORE
Thurs. December 6, 2012
5 pm to 8 pm
Juan de Fuca Recreation Centre,
Fieldhouse
1767 Island Highway
,3'23/32!3$10)2+&02)32+#&2
3#'3&.1,0230.'3
SAANICH PENINSULA
Sat. December 8, 2012
1 pm to 3 pm
Saanichton Learning Centre, Gym
1649 Mount Newton Cross Road

Islanders

Ask E ileen…

Practical advice on matters particular to life on an Island
Email your query to eileen@islandtides.com
Social Obligations
Dear Eileen:
My husband is a volunteer firefighter. I thought it would be
good to get him out of my hair once in a while—at least on
Thursday evenings.
My problem is, when we have family or guests visiting us
from the colder provinces, I can’t count on him to be there.
Last week, the Thai Crab with Cilantro & Almonds was just
out of the oven and we were about to sit down, and that d****
buzzer thing went off and my husband took off out of the
house.
How can I get him to shut the buzzer off when we have
important social obligations?
Blonde ‘Fire-widow’ on Sealovers Lane
most water-draining, energy sucking natural gas on Earth.
It is inconceivable that such expansions can occur without
adverse impacts on water and hydro resources.
We need to get serious about understanding exactly how
much water big consumers actually use—something, incredibly,
that the province does not currently do. One example is that, of
the 31 water licenses issued to pulp and paper companies—big
water and hydro users—only one requires water metering. This
is unacceptable in a province where natural resource industries
are a fixture of economic life.
Our government also places public water and hydro
resources at risk when it fails to value them properly. Natural
gas companies, for example, pay at most $2.75 to the province
for each Olympic swimming pool’s worth of water withdrawn
from rivers, lakes and streams—water that is rendered so toxic
that it is permanently removed from the water cycle. The
corresponding charge in Quebec is $175.
We believe there are four things that can be done
immediately to set the stage for improved management and
governance of these critical resources.
The first is to require that all major water users report fully
on the water they withdraw, including water withdrawn from
hydroelectric reservoirs, and that the provincial government
publish such information.

Dear Blonde:
‘Social obligations’ covers a lot of ground. It seems to me that
he has a sense of social obligation which is different from
yours. And, your husband may welcome an excuse to exit
stage-left from a supper date with mom-in-law.
Ask yourself what would happen if your mother had a
heart attack, or the chimney caught fire just when you were
eating the Thai Crab. You would be very glad to see one of
those other husbands show up in an emergency. You probably
don’t want to lose your house, or your mother.
And even if your husband doesn’t feel quite the same way
about your mother, he would probably do his best to make
sure she got the medical care she needed.
Nevertheless, it is an Island dilemma…
Yours, Eileen Tides
The second is to charge more for water and electricity use,
in a manner that ensures that price increases are equitably
shared and that lower income earners are not
disproportionately affected. Conservation gains alone could
save growing communities tens of millions of dollars on new
water-delivery and treatment infrastructure.
The third is to promote policies that result in energy being
captured from currently underutilized waste streams. This is
sometimes referred to as resource recovery, a prime example of
which is found in the Southeast False Creek area of Vancouver,
where up to 16,000 residents will one day derive most of their
heat from the under-passing sewage stream.
And the fourth is to promote policies that better protect
watershed lands, recognizing that conserving water flows in
such landscapes safeguards our water and hydro resources.
One thing that’s certain about climate change is that it means
more uncertainty ahead. In the face of such uncertainty,
regulations that encourage the wise use and conservation of our
water and energy resources should be a public policy priority.
Ben Parfitt, resource policy analyst with the CCPA-BC, and
Jesse Baltutis, researcher and project coordinator with the
POLIS Project on Ecological Governance at the University of
Victoria, are authors of From Stream to Steam: Emerging
Challenges for BC’s Interlinked Water and Energy Resources. 0
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ISLANDS BULLETIN BOARD

HAVE BOAT • WILL TRAVEL

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

Besley

Design & Build

Foundations & Framing
Siding & Roofing
Finishing
Decks & Fences
Renovations & Additions
Timberworks & Arbors
25 years experience
Licensed & Insured
Call Ron for free estimate
rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885

• WATER WELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING
BUY | RAISE | MOVE | LEVEL
BUY RECYCLED HOMES
RAISE Increase Square Footage
MOVE Subdivide Your Lot!
LEVEL Repair Foundation Issues

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-320-2268

TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

• DRILLING FOR GEOSOURCE

1-800-746-7444
250-537-8456
www.drillwell.com
drill@drillwell.com
An Island Family Business for
47 Years!

Building? Renovating? Planning?
SINCE 1964

Island Tides advertisers help you get it done.
REYNOLDS

CARPET &
UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599

> Carpet & Rug Cleaning
> Flood Restoration
> Tile & Grout
> Mold & Mildew
> Odour Removal
> Scotch Guarding
> Spot Cleaning

- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

Residential/Commercial
On Salt Spring & Pender

INSTALLED, SERVICED,
MAINTAINED

Technical services for

Dock Chain Inspection
& Replacement

Water Wells
Aquifers
Groundwater
(250) 658-1701
information@hy-geo.com

www.hy-geo.com

250-537-4208

Chris West
Dive Services
250-888-7199/250-538-1667

cdwest@telus.net

Ready for winter?

WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

FREE!

Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!
Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up
also available
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285
Dave’s Drilling
& Blasting

“We don’t stand
behind our work,
we stand behind a tree.”

FREE ESTIMATES

MOORINGS

Hy-Geo
Consulting

Dave
250-537-7481
Callum 250-538-8640

Get your home ready
for the holidays!

MARINE SERVICES

On Time & On Budget
• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings
• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker

250-537-9710
www.islandmarine.ca

HOME CARE
Caregiver wanted for our 91-year-old
mother on N Pender Island. Needed
10-14 days/month, split into 2 shifts of
5-7 days/shift. Room & board provided
with sep. bedroom & ensuite
bathroom. Care for our mother, meal
preparation & light housekeeping
duties required. Car provided for
shopping or taking mum to doctor,
etc. Call Dana Wallace, 1.250.203.1292
or Gale 1.778.808.2848.

MEETINGS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands).
A regular meeting of the Board
of School Trustees will be held
at School Board Office, Salt Spring
Island, Wednesday, December 5,
2012 commencing at 1pm. To view
the
agenda,
see
http://sd64.bc.ca/district/schoolboard-meetings. Public Welcome!

NEXT DEADLINE Wednesday, December 5 WORD ADS $16+hst (25 words), additional words 25¢ ea
BOXED ADS B&W: $24.50/in+hst COLOUR: $31.80/in+hst DISCOUNTS Prepaid multi-edition series
CONTACT Sara or Christa: 250.629.3660, islandtides@islandtides.com

PATRICK’S FERRIES from page 5
to the islands, which was not acceptable. But why not?
Route 5, because of its complexity, is very difficult to change;
it has taken many years to work out. Route 9 is simpler, but still
hard to change, because of its high weekend and summer load
factors. We still need more inter-island trips both for social and
economic reasons.
Utilization: On Routes 5 and 9, summer Friday night and
Sunday night traffic dictates the size of the ferries assigned to
serve the Southern Gulf Islands. Weekday and winter utilization
is low.
This is disguised by the aggregated utilization figures which
the Minister sees and which you have presented to us as
justification for cutting service. For all we know, you may not
have examined them any more deeply than the Minister has.
A ‘Popularity Poll’: In your literature, you have presented
a sort of popularity poll, with oversimplified solutions and boxes
for us to check our likes and dislikes. This is an insult to
Islanders’ intelligence. I can only think that the results are
intended to be used to justify government policy, or to present
an election platform which will also be an insult to intelligence.
Ask a silly question, you will get silly answers—which lead to
silly government policy. These rating charts are really intended
to determine which alternative would produce the least political
damage.
This methodology is inappropriate for a complex situation
that affects people’s lives directly and significantly.

Some Considerations In Cost Saving
Cable Ferries: won’t save money, will require just as many
crew, and work against the ferry commissioner’s
recommendation of vessel standardization.
Passenger-only Ferries: must have either parking lots or
transit as well. Will require just as many crew if they carry the
same number of passengers. Overall, savings are problematical,
though transit on islands would be a significant change.
Bridges: costly. Islands Trust, representing Islanders,
opposes any bridges.
LNG: fuelling installation expensive and natural gas price
volatile over the long run. Savings doubtful except for new vessels.
Standardization of Vessel Types: good idea, but
German-built ferries are unsuitable.
Community Contribution: as they are unavoidable,

ferry fares are already a tax on islanders who must travel on
ferries. This proposal simply extends that tax to islanders who
don’t use the ferries much.
Service Reductions: on winter weekdays, you could take
an entire shift and round trip off Route 9 (Tsawwassen–Gulf
Islands). But consider effect on communities, particularly
Galiano. Can the vessel be used for any other run? Doubtful.
And it reduces inter-island travel even further.
Crew Size Reductions: on low-utilization trips this might
lead to turning away passengers.
Pricing And Fares: the Experience Card was one of the
best ideas anyone has had in a long time. I suggest using it to
sell monthly, six-month, and annual passes, with the discount
varying depending on the period of commitment. Price of pass
calculated on a multiplier of the savings on an average number
of trips, so essentially, it is a discount which increases depending
on how many trips you take. This might increase travel in lowutilization periods.
BC Ferries might also run a lottery, with a relatively high
chance of winning; prizes would be passes.

Change Ownership & BCFS Board
This spring, the BC Government introduced changes to the
Business Corporations Act defining a social enterprise. BC
Ferries is an excellent candidate for this structure.
The government’s press release on social enterprises says:
‘Community contribution companies would be structured to
combine both benefits to the community and limited investor
returns within the context of a traditional for-profit company.
They would be incorporated with the flexibility and certainty of
regular companies, but under legislation that ensures they
primarily benefit the community. These companies would allow
an alternative business model not currently available through a
regular business.’ Community benefit would be as important as
profit.
The structure of BC Ferries was changed 10 years ago. It can
change again. In this case, the make-up of the BCFS board should
be changed to: 1/3 ministry (government ownership, with subsidy
increased and continuing), 1/3 employees, and 1/3 communities.
This is the level on which we must think to create a ferry
service which is embedded in its communities and makes them
and itself sustainable.
Island communities and their ferries are the jewel of British
Columbia and need far-thinking support. 0

Photos: Mary Gay Brooks & Erik Andersen

The curtains will open for the Gabriola Players’
production of the pantomime ‘Aladdin’ on November
30. Set designer Mary Gay Brooks sent us a sneak
peek at the colourful, handpainted flats.
www.islandtides.com
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December Calendar
Brian Crumblehulme

To confuse ‘landscape’ with a tree, meadow, farm or hillside is not to know it at
all. –Ann Whiston Spirn, The Language of Landscape. 1998,

L

ooking out of the window, do you see the
land as a resource, a backdrop for living,
or as an integral part of life? Aspects of
the land take on meaning in terms of what we
are doing with it.
For the Greeks, mountains were the home
of the Gods, for early Christians, the mountains
became the lair of demons and mythical
monsters. For European settlers in the new
world, mountains were in the way and hard to
cross. For loggers and miners, mountains were
potential resources, while hikers and skiers
viewed them as a means of recreation.
Now what do we see? Peace, perhaps? The
home of birds and small mammals, or a cloudcatching feature with a personality that changes
by the minute? Consciously or not, trees and
bushes, the grass under our feet, logs, rocks,
flowers and hills, are absorbed as extensions of
our imagination and inform who we are.
The Islands of the Salish Sea are peopled by
relatively new residents who chose to settle here
for a reason. For better or worse, those reasons
more, or less, jive with the realities of living on
a small rural island. We can all recall those folk
who arrived one day, full of enthusiasm, and
stayed a year or two before quietly slipping
away, never to return. Why? Where is the
disconnect with reality?
Sadly, the failures and stresses of latemodern society has engendered a culture of
escapism into romantic fantasies about a
golden past that never happened, or in our case,
an island that does not exist. Sentimentalism is
a default from a life of dis-ease. Manifest as a
novel or movie, it is a mild escapism, but living
with a disillusion every time we look out of the
window is tragedy indeed.
While this may sound like the exuberant
hyperbole of a runaway imagination, it is true
that across the western world dreams of a better

world saturate the landscape in an attempt to
reclaim something of that dream.
Nowhere is this more manifest than in a
garden, that is why gardening is the preeminent occupation of the age. Gardening on a
small, shall we say, intimate scale becomes a
sanctuary, a place of healing. A walk in the
forest, a meditation on a quiet beach, or the joy
disclosed in a rose or home-grown lettuce make
it a better life. ‘To know the landscape not as an
abstraction but as a continuum of meaning’ is
to give voice to what we value and a respect for
what we have.
One of the small joys of gardening is learning
the ‘personalities’ of each plant in the garden. It
always astounds me how different they are.
I like to grow foxgloves. Drought-resistant
and totally deer-proof, they produce gorgeous
flowers for weeks on end, and have such a
wonderful medieval name. They are supposed
to be biennial, germinate one year and flower
the next.
I find that most of them will germinate with
the first rain in the fall, overwinter and flower
next summer, for an average life of about ten
months that happens to cross what we call a
New Year. Sometimes they will take two years
to mature, flowering in the third, and
occasionally they will flower for two seasons.
Last year I noticed a seedling had
germinated in the middle of a gravel path with
just enough space for me to walk around, so I
left it. This summer it produced a mass of
creamy white flowers on a six-foot stalk, and
when most of these had passed their prime, I
cut the top two thirds off the stalk, allowing the
seeds to mature on the remaining section.
The plant then went on to produce a bush of
smaller shoots that flowered through August.
By early September, even though the ground
was still dry, a tiny carpet of gray-green
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Photo: Susan Banjavich

November’s raindrops on autumn roses in Susan’s garden.
seedlings peeked through.
Now after several good rain storms, I have a
hundred plants ranging in size from a healthy
lettuce to barely visible. I am moving most of
these to a (for me) more appropriate location,
leaving a token few to continue their
colonization of my gravel path.

Recipes
The Winter Stew
In Biblical times Esau sold his heritage for a
bowl of pottage, most likely made with red
lentils. Some lentils! Here is a Roman lentil
pottage, a meal in one with a hunk of bread.
Rinse and soak some barley overnight in
clean water. Rinse again and add chickpeas
(garbanzos) some olive oil, salt, enough water
to cover and simmer until nearly done. Add
chopped leeks, fennel, some cabbage, lots of
oregano, lovage, coriander seed, black pepper,
a spoonful of honey and plenty of red lentils.
Simmer gently until done. Serve in wooden
bowls and eat with a clam shell.
Gingered Pottage
Pepper, cinnamon, nutmegs and ginger were
the stock of the spice trade and any medieval

peasant with a penny to spare would buy an
ounce or two from traveling peddlers.
Chop pork meat into small pieces and fry in
butter with chopped onions, garlic and salt.
Drain off excess fat and add a winter squash
chopped small. Add cinnamon, nutmeg, saffron
and lots of ginger, cover with a chicken broth
and simmer for half an hour until the squash is
soft. Stir in a little brown sugar, parsley and
serve with a mug of strong ale.
To make Gravysoop (circa 1694)
‘Have a good strong broth made with a legge of
beef and seasoned with cloves & mace, and
when it is cold and jelly-like, strain off ye broth
from ye meat. Then put your broth into a pot
designed to make your soop and add these
herbs; celery & spinich, clen ’em well, chop ’em
small and add to your soop. Then put into your
broth some ox tongues cut very small, season
with pepper, salt and nutmeg and dish it up
with a roast duck or fowl in ye middle, dry some
french bread and break it over your soop.’
To eat this in the style written, first remove
your wig, stuff a napkin in your shirt, and delve
in with a large spoon in one hand and a glass of
sherry in the other. 0

Quadra writer publishes Strathcona books
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n a sunny July morning in 2010,
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foot via the rugged valleys
and mountains, retracing the
steps of Price Ellison, the
father of BC parks.
Ellison was a rancher
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MLA and minister in the
government of Sir Richard
McBride. In the summer of
1910, Ellison and a party of 23
completed this same journey to assess the
suitability of the Strathcona Reserve for park
status. Ellison was so impressed by what he
saw and experienced that he wrote a glowing
account to McBride’s cabinet.
www.islandtides.com

In March 1911, legislation was passed
enacting the Strathcona Act, creating BC’s first
park.
One of Ellison’s party was his
nephew Harry McClureJohnson, who was the
expedition’s official scribe.
Johnson detailed the entire
adventure, from Victoria via
steamship to Campbell River,
and their epic traverse across
the lakes and mountains to Port
Alberni.
For 100 years, this beautifully
written account has been in
museum archives, along with a collection of
photographs taken by Frank Ward along the
expedition route. Now, alongside a twin journal
from the 2010 Strathcona Centennial
Expedition, Johnson’s words
and Ward’s photographs are
published for the first time.
Quadra Island author and
expedition leader Philip Stone
has brought them to life, in the
Strathcona 1910 Discovery
Expedition and Strathcona
2010 Centennial Expedition
books. Both are engaging reads,
dramatically illustrated by
photos from each of the
expeditions–perfect for those
that cherish our parks and history.
The books, along with a documentary film
DVD, are available from Wild Isle Publications.
For more information, call 250.285.2234 or
visit www.wildisle.ca. 0

