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New agreement
puts ocean
accesses back in
hands of island
communities
A new Public Accesses to Water
agreement has been signed between
Ministry of Transportation (MoT)
Vancouver Island District and the
Capital Regional District (CRD) that
puts ocean accesses back in the hands of
the community. The Ministry of
Transportation has now granted the
Capital Regional District tenure in the
form of ‘License of Occupation over
identified accesses to water for
recreational purposes.’
This agreement comes after a
number of years of negotiation between
local parks commissions, the MoT and
CRD Regional Parks. The ongoing issue
was brought to the attention of CRD
Regional Director of the Southern Gulf
Islands Susan De Gryp by local Islands’
park commissioners at the first parks
commonality meeting she attended. She
has since taken the lead on these
negotiations, working closely with MoT
staff to seek an immediate solution.
Support from local MLA Murray Coell
and Senator Pat Carney was also
instrumental
in
initiating
the
negotiations.
‘I am thrilled that we have come to an
agreement for identifying and
improving ocean accesses in the Gulf
Islands as well as in other electoral areas
of the CRD,’ said Susan De Gryp. ‘This is
not only important in terms of
recreation and enjoyment, but also
provides access in the case of emergency
evacuation. This agreement sets a
precedent for rural areas in British
Columbia.’
‘I was encouraged by hundreds of email messages, letters and phone calls of
support from residents and Gulf Island
visitors alike,’ stated De Gryp. i

For Remembrance Day
activities on the
Islands, see the
What’s On, page 5.

Photo: Helen Elizabeth Schnare, galiano@gulfislands.com

Watching the sunrise from Fernwood Dock on Salt Spring Island; looking directly across to Retreat Cove, Galiano.

Mountain caribou recovery needs real public input
BC’s 1,900 remaining mountain caribou, found in the east of the province
from as far north as Mackenzie down through the Kootenays and into the
United States, are listed as endangered by the provincial government.
The finding of a two-year scientific assessment on preserving the caribou
herds was released on October 24 by Agriculture and Lands Minister Pat
Bell. ‘Based on the results of the independent science team’s research, we
believe we can successfully recover mountain caribou to sustainable
numbers in British Columbia,’ said Bell. ‘Now we need the input and support
of environmentalists, First Nations, industry, tourism operators and
communities to develop and implement a recovery plan in 2007.’

Government Report Criticized
However, New Denver-based Valhalla Wilderness Watch calls the
government report, ‘heavily spin-doctored and misleading’ and says it is a
‘sell-out’ that will lead to the extinction of the mountain caribou. Valhalla
Wilderness Watch (VWW) claims that the report fails to make any real
recommendation to recover the mountain caribou; of the five options for
future management, only one has any significant new habitat protection.
The five recommendations are:
• Removing predators such as cougars and wolves that are known to kill
mountain caribou.
• Removal of other ungulates such as deer and moose from mountain
caribou habitat.
• Further protection of core mountain caribou habitat from logging.

• Further management of recreation activities in mountain caribou
habitat.
• Translocation of mountain caribou from larger to smaller herds.

‘An Illusion of Protection’
‘This document has provided government, industry and other vested
interests with three options under which they can claim to be saving
mountain caribou while in fact protecting little or no new habitat. Instead, to
create the illusion of maintaining the caribou, these options will unleash
long-term slaughter programs for wolves, cougars, increased hunting of
black bears, while also opening the door to killing blue-listed grizzly bears
and wolverines’, states Valhalla Wilderness Watch.

Panel ‘Independence’ Questioned
Director Anne Sherrod of VWW claims, ‘This science panel must not be
confused with an ‘independent’ science panel. The panel is hired by the BC
Ministry of Agriculture and Lands and its puppet department, the Species at
Risk Coordination Office (SaRCO). SaRCO is run by a board that includes
the ministries responsible for logging, mining, and commercial tourism, all
of which serve corporations that make big bucks destroying mountain
caribou habitat or running them out of their habitat with snowmobiles and
helicopters.’
Valhalla Wilderness Watch’s chief criticism is the scientific panel’s advice
CARIBOU, please turn to page 2

Special Report by Patrick Brown

Deep Integration ~Beyond the Economy?
The North American Free Trade Agreement was legislated into effect ten years
ago by Parliament, the US Congress, and the Mexican legislature, most of
whose members had never read the treaty. It was too long and complicated for
easy understanding, yet it covered just a small part of the relations between the
three countries.
Its impacts, both up to now and in the future, have been massive. As a trade
and investment agreement, it assures market access across the Canadian and
Mexican borders with the US. It guarantees US access to Canadian (but not
Mexican) energy and other resources. US corporations, subject to US law,
dominate economic activity in all three countries. The inevitable result is that
the North American economy is effectively dominated by the US.
For many corporate executives, increasing economic integration between
the three countries appears natural and inevitable. For many academics, it
appears logical beyond all argument. And insofar as they may feel that the
main priority of government is to facilitate economic growth, they also feel a
convergence of the three governments is bound to follow.

Different Nations, Different Governments
But Canada and Mexico are still independent, sovereign countries, many of
whose citizens have attitudes and values which differ markedly from those of
Americans. There are basic economic differences, ranging from significantly
lower income levels in much of Mexico to government-financed health care in
Canada. There are historic differences, many of which, interestingly, echo
previous disputes with the US. And there are many cultural differences.

Nowhere have these differences become more pronounced than in foreign
policy. The US has continued to pursue a policy of world domination. Canada
has pursued an international ‘boy scout’ posture, which has come into
increasing conflict with a desire not to pick fights with the US. And Mexico has
attempted an independent line, opening itself to Europe and to South America,
but also with a wary eye on the US.
The result is three very different governments. All three are superficially
democracies, but dysfunctional in different ways. The US, with rivalry between
the executive, legislative, and judicial branches constitutionally guaranteed, is
now marked by blind partisanship, the purchase of political power, the
corruption of media, and the gerrymandered paralysis of Congress.
Mexico’s almost-even partisan split appears to have more historical origins,
between the rich and the poor, the urban and the rural areas.
Canada’s four-party minority government has more regional origins, but
also reflects ideological gaps between the libertarian and the communitarian.
It is risky for the weak, governing party to attempt to overreach its mandate on
an issue of real substance.
And all three countries have state and provincial governments which,
themselves, exemplify a wide variety of political directions.

Integration by Stealth
It is not surprising, therefore, that those who are impatient for a deeper North
American integration have chosen to circumvent and subvert these
DEEP INTEGRATION, please turn to page 7
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Alberta
BC investment deal threatens local governments
Murray Dobbin
ast April the provincial government signed the Trade,
Investment and Labour Mobility Agreement, or TILMA,
with the province of Alberta. It may well be one of the
most radical investment deals ever signed anywhere and local
governments may be the most negatively affected.
The agreement, to come into effect next April, will jeopardize
many of the regulatory powers now enjoyed by municipalities
and could result in an enormous amount of additional
administrative paper work and costs.
TILMA has been promoted primarily as a labour mobility
agreement and has been touted as a way of creating an economic
powerhouse of the two provinces by harmonizing all regulations.
The agreement requires BC and Alberta regulations to be made
the same. But by far its most important provisions have to do
with investment—and the power the agreement gives to
investors to challenge existing and future regulations.
But the agreement goes much further by adopting some of the
most controversial aspects of international treaties such as
NAFTA. Specifically, TILMA enshrines the right of corporations to
sue governments when regulations negatively impact their
profitability. It allows private individuals (and companies) from
one province to sue and get up to $5 million compensation for
regulations, policies, and programs existing in the other province
that ‘impair or restrict’ investment, trade, or labour mobility. A
three-person dispute panel will have the power to make legally
binding decisions that will compel these governments to change
their policies, no matter how popular they might be.
This agreement is designed to foster massive deregulation.
Article 3 proclaims that there shall be ‘No Obstacles’ that would
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CARIBOU from page 1
that mountain caribou can be maintained and/or increased in
various areas without significant new habitat protection. VWW’s
Craig Pettitt says ‘Many of these scientists are on public record
in scientific journals stating that loss and fragmentation of oldgrowth forest is the chief cause of the decline of the mountain
caribou. Their current claim that they can arrest the decline
without protecting extensive amounts of old-growth forest is
based primarily upon their willingness to slaughter predators.
They do not inform the government or the public that, without
significant new habitat protection, the mountain caribou will
disappear anyway over the long-term.’
‘It is inconceivable that these scientists would sign their
names to a document that says that populations of species at
risk, i.e. grizzly bears and wolverines, could be reduced if
necessary,’ says Colleen McCrory, a VWW director. ‘Even
contemplating the reduction of populations of species at risk
under the claim of saving another species is totally outrageous
for a so-called Species at Risk Coordination Office. SaRCO has
finally proven beyond a shadow of a doubt that it is under the
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impair or restrict...‘investment...between the Parties’ and that
‘Parties shall not establish new standards or regulations that
operate to restrict or impair trade, investment or labour
mobility.’ The problem, of course, is that virtually every regulation
or standard has some impact on investment. That means that
literally all existing and future regulation could be affected.
TILMA accepts certain regulatory objectives as legitimate—
but even these can be challenged on the basis that the stated
objective could be achieved in a ‘less restrictive’ manner. Also,
there are many objectives that are not accepted as legitimate—
for example the preservation of agricultural land, the
conservation of heritage sites, the maintenance of scenic views,
or the promotion of neighbourhood or rural economic
development. Bylaws restricting billboards could be one of the
first to be challenged. Tax deductions for local businesses in
depressed areas could be next.
There are some limited exceptions allowed for in the
agreement, such as water, but even these are to be reviewed
annually to reduce their scope.
There is supposed to be a transition period for municipalities
during which time consultations will take place. But as of next
April, the agreement will require that no municipal (or school
board) regulation or policy be ‘amended or renewed in a
manner that would decrease its consistency with this
Agreement.’ This means local governments actions could be the
subject of a TILMA challenge as early as next April.
The agreement has the potential to increase exponentially the
amount of paper work municipalities have to do regarding new
ALBERTA-BC, please turn to facing page

control of political forces that are totally alien to the protection
and recovery of species at risk.’
The only change in heli-skiing recommended by the scientists
is a reduction of one-quarter of the size of one heli-ski operation,
says Sherrod. ‘Look at the principle stakeholders they intend to
consult: the Council of Forest Industries, Heli-Cat Canada, the
Tourism Action Society in the Kootenays—all vested private
interests with high financial stakes in continuing activities adverse
to caribou. The government press release even quotes a
representative from Canadian Mountain Holidays. The
government doesn’t even have enough sense to be embarrassed at
this public demonstration of its bias towards industrial interests.’
VWW is calling for an immediate moratorium on logging of
all old growth forests 140 years and older and the creation of an
independent science panel with conservation biology experts
from across the nation. VWW has released a scientific report
entitled How the Government of British Columbia is Killing
Endangered Mountain Caribou. It can be viewed at:
http://community.netidea.com/wildernesswatch/. i
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
hile slicing bread in the bakery, I am
looking out the window at a junco, it
has that cold, puffy-feathered look,
and I feel a bit of that now that our temperatures
have dipped to 8ºC. After the last big rainstorm,
the wet, windy roads are full of fir and cedar
needles. The warm-brown leaflets and needles
line the road verges and are wonderfully soft to
walk on. Big splashes of bright yellow and brown
big-leaf maples mark the roads wherever the
trees grow. Because we don’t have much traffic
on Narvaez Bay Road the leaves stay for a long
time, until soggy and rotted or blown to the
verges.
Rain has brought lots of bright green growth.
I’m surprised how many plants in the garden
prefer the cool-wet to the sunny-dry and are now
burgeoning with life. Basil belongs to this
category but one night reached some critical
temperature, turned black and shed its entire
savory leaf supply.

W

Water Shortage Continues

The CRD has identified a continuing critical
water shortage and water restrictions are still in
place for the Lyall Harbour/Boot Cove water
system. The reservoir for the system has still not
recovered to any discernable degree. With the
fall’s periodic rain and much cooler
temperatures, it seems there should be more
evidence of improvement than there is so far.

Mystery Fire

Gulf Islands National Park Reserve of Canada
A portion of the Sidney Spit area of Gulf Islands National Park Reserve will be
closed to the public from November 1, 2006 through to February 28, 2007.
The area south of the day-use area will be closed for public safety reasons to
accommodate hunting by First Nations during this time period. The mooring
buoys and the spit itself will remain open to the public. Closure notices will be
posted on-site. For further information, please contact Gulf Islands National
Park Reserve at 250-654-4000.

SECTEUR FERMÉ – FLÈCHE SIDNEY
Réserve de parc national du Canada des Îles-Gulf
Une portion du secteur de la flèche Sidney, située dans la réserve de parc
national du Canada des Îles-Gulf, sera fermée au public du 1er novembre 2006
jusqu’au 28 février 2007. Le secteur, qui se situe au sud de l’aire de
fréquentation diurne, sera fermé pour des raisons de sécurité publique en vue
de permettre aux Autochtones de chasser durant cette période. Les bouées
d’amarrage et la flèche en soi resteront accessibles au public. Des avis de
fermeture seront affichés sur place. Pour obtenir de plus amples
renseignements, communiquez avec le bureau au 250-654-4000.
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ALBERTA-BC from previous page
bylaws, procurement or new infrastructure. Each provincial
government, as well as local governments in each province, will
be obliged when they are undertaking any action that might be
covered by TILMA, to ‘provide the other Party [BC or Alberta]
with an opportunity to comment on the measure, and take such
comments into consideration.’ In addition, purchasing
decisions costing as little as $10,000 will be open to challenge
and could be overturned if the panel decides the purchase
violated the agreement.
TILMA is being sold to the public as an agreement about
getting rid of internal trade barriers and increasing labour
mobility. But a 1998 study for the BC government found that:
‘efforts to liberalize interprovincial trade will have almost no
effect on trade flows. The reality is that interprovincial trade
barriers are already very low.’ As for labour mobility, this
question is already being dealt with at the national level, under
an initiative taken by Manitoba.
It would be difficult to imagine a more anti-democratic
initiative by a government. The governments of BC and Alberta
have actually created greater rights for interests outside of their
provinces to intervene in the legislative process, than they have
guaranteed for voters in their own provinces. As of next April,
the value of citizens’ votes, provincial and municipal, will drop
dramatically as governments will be severely restricted from
increasing their standards or regulations whether citizens desire
it or not. Nor will they be able to undertake most kinds of
regional or industrial development initiatives. Maybe that is why
the Liberals cancelled the fall sitting of the legislature. They are
already anticipating having nothing to do. i

AREA CLOSED – Sidney Spit

èc

Birthday Party

The entire community kept the occasion of Ian
Middleditch’s 60th birthday celebration a secret
until he walked through the swinging doors of
the community hall! It was fun to see his face.
‘Holy Crap’ were his first words as he saw his
family and friends laughing and smiling, and the
hall decorated with balloons, bunting and a huge
birthday sign.
You can’t surprise just anybody with a
birthday party—some will never speak to you
again! Ian is the perfect person for such a
surprise—he lit up with delight, started hugging
people and laughing and talking. Adding to his
delight, his family had invited three of his treefaller buddies, and their wives, whom Ian works
with in the Back of Beyond‚ BC.
A huge table was filled to overflowing with
potluck offerings including roast beef from

We’re Here

In case anyone thought we were suffering from
population depletion, with all the writing last
column about people moving off the Island,
Chelsea Money was inspired to call me and say:
‘We’re here! We have just moved onto Saturna
Island!’
Chelsea wrote a few words of introduction:
Chelsea Money (nee La Fortune) and Andrew
Money were married August 26, 2006 in
Nanaimo. Along with their cats, they have
moved to Saturna. Chelsea is from Nanaimo and
in June finished a course in Applied Business
Technology at Malaspina University-College.
She enjoys singing and drawing and is currently
working as a house cleaner on the Island.
Andrew returns to the Island after eight years to
operate machinery and help out his father with
the family business, Money Family Projects.
Chelsea ends by saying that she and Andrew are
enjoying being part of our small island
community, with all the challenges and joys that
come along with it. There we have it—a young
family willing to try their luck here on Saturna. i

Enjoy the
islands at:
www.
islandtides.
com

Fl

Jane and Brian Dixon Warren, aslepp in bed,
had a scare when the sound of crackling and the
dancing light of flames awakened them. Not far
from their house a small pile of undisturbed
brush at the bottom of a big cedar tree had
caught on fire. They got a hose on it immediately,
called the fire department and removed cars
from the driveway to help the fire department’s
efforts. The fire is a mystery. Local electrician,
Bill House determined that there was no
possibility of wires or old services involved and
no one has any other plausible explanation. As
they were planning to go off Island the next day,
they are grateful that they were home and that
the fire department came in such a speedy
fashion.

Campbell’s farm and a big ham. Jacques
Campbell had put together picture collages of
Ian’s life.
Ian loves traditional blues and plays the harpharmonica. Daughter Miranda—who was born
on the same day at the same hour, thirty-six
years later—worked with Michael Vautour to
find a band for the party. Michael got just the
right band, the leader opened for one of Ian’s
hero’s, Muddy Waters, in 1982 at the
Commodore Ballroom in Vancouver. Susanne,
Ian’s wife, had brought along Ian’s harmonicas
to be sure they were handy when the band
started to play.
Brother-in-law Ron Monk was the Master of
Ceremonies and nonchalantly roasted Ian while
setting up the evening program—no one laughed
louder than Ian.
Miranda and son Stuart wished their dad
‘happy birthday’ and said how much he meant to
them and inspired them in their lives.
Jim Campbell has known Ian Middleditch
since he first came to Saturna around 1970, and
shared his reminisces in several hilarious stories.
Later I added my comments and observations.
Ian has an infectious warmth, never holds back
from making his opinions known and is quick to
notice the incongruities of life, especially his own,
and wittily comment on them, ‘Nothing goofier
than folks.’ On Ian’s birthday cake were ‘Family,
Zen, Logging’—three areas of Ian’s life that are
his passions.
After a big round of eating and chatting the
band started up, loud and danceable with a wild
saxophone player getting in his licks. The band
called Ian off the dance floor for ‘Hootchie
Gootchie Man’ and he shared the stage for the
entire last set. Family and friends danced, ate
and talked the night away in honour of Ian, a
man who loves and values family, friendship,
discipline and a good time!

Day Use Area/
Aire de fréquentation diurne *

PORTS MANAGER
SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS
The Southern Gulf Islands Harbours Commission is offering a unique and
exciting opportunity for an individual to become its Ports Manager. Working
closely through the Southern Gulf Islands Harbours Commission, this
contract role is responsible for the operation maintenance, coordination,
management and possible acquisition of small craft harbours facilities that
serve the residents of the Southern Gulf Islands. The contract position is expected to require a
commitment of approximately 30-36 hours per week on average.
To be successful in this role, you will require an understanding of the marine environment and an
appreciation of the communities of the Southern Gulf Islands. You will also have strong client service skills
and experience interacting with the public, government agencies and contractors. You will have excellent
communication (verbal and written) and computer skills. You must be willing and able to travel as required
within the Southern Gulf Islands and the Greater Victoria area. Given the nature of this contract position, it
would be desirable if candidates resided in the Southern Gulf Islands.
Additional details about this opportunity can be found on the CRD website at
www.crd.bc.ca/southern_gulf_ea/harbourscommission or by contacting John Combes, Chair,
Southern Gulf Islands Harbours Commission by email to combes@telus.net or by phone at 250539-5569. Through contact with Mr. Combes you may arrange to attend a detailed general
information meeting regarding the position.
Resumes can be sent by fax to (250) 539-5567, by mail to 609 Tumbo Channel Road, Saturna Island,
BC V0N 2Y0 or by email to combes@telus.net and must be received by 5:00PM, November 14, 2006.
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Editorial: Harmonizing, Below Radar
e’d like to call your attention once again to a current
trend in political power—the circumvention of
representative government.
In recent years in our province, we have seen displayed a
certain contempt for the legislature—to the extent that now the
party in power can’t be bothered to call it to order. We trust that
the next election will proceed on its promised date, and that the
voters will remember.
In our nation, we have seen minority governments that
behave as if they have the mandate of a majority. The voters
remembered once, and they will remember again. And in the
US, whatever the voters remembered, the electoral machinery
seemed to forget.
And below radar, the powerful and the arrogant have two
new tools of stealth government, both of which fly by the
innocuous name of ‘harmonization.’
The first is described in Patrick Brown’s article, on the front
page, about the Security and Prosperity Partnership of North
America (SPP). Following the blind passage of NAFTA, it
seemed unlikely that legislators (or their constituents) will pass
another one of those without reading the fine print.
The new technique seems to be to make all the changes in the
fine print, and not let the legislators (or the public) see it at all.
This is aided by the sheer volume of the regulations, and abetted
by the apathy of the mainstream media.

W

Of course, the ‘private sector’ is heavily involved in the
process from the beginning. MPs or the public? Not at all.
The second stealth scheme is even more ingenious, and closer
to home. The governments of the provinces of BC and Alberta,
being of like mind, have made a Trade, Investment and Labour
Mobility Agreement (TILMA) with each other (see Murray
Dobbin’s article, page 2). This commits virtually all government
bodies, provincial and local, in both provinces, to deregulation and
privatization. Further, it includes a provision for challenges of
decisions, regulations and bylaws by investors and corporations
who may feel unfairly dealt with. These challenges are heard by a
three-person dispute settlement panel (like Chapter 11 of NAFTA);
awards are capped at a mere $5 million per action.
A new and unique feature in TILMA provides that a
regulation may be challenged not only if it appears unfair to the
challenger, but also if it may be claimed that the objective of the
regulation may be achieved in a ‘less restrictive’ manner!
Both the SPP and TILMA represent outrageous attempts to
subvert democratic government. Both are taking place with the
connivance of our political ‘leaders.’ Neither scheme has had the
benefit of debate, or indeed any form of legislative oversight,
anywhere.
In this enlightened age, we no longer execute or guillotine
failed politicians. But what recourse do citizens have if there is no
public debate? i

Readers’ Letters
Seismic Testing
Dear Editor:
A research project, called the ‘Batholiths’ has proposed to
conduct seismic testing along the inside passages of Northern
and Central BC for September 2007. The vessel will tow an array
3 km long and blast sound every 20 to 30 seconds, for a 3 week
period. The sound is of unimaginable power and has been
compared to that of a shot gun blast multiplied by 10,000 times!
These blasts have the potential to cause deafness or death to
marine mammals, fish and invertebrates. This includes salmon,
herring, octopus, squid, bears, wolves, sea lions, otters, dolphins
and whales.
Cetacealab's research indicates that the proposed timing of
the seismic testing is the worst possible as it coincides with the

peak abundance of humpback whales in our study area. The
whales come into the inside channels to feed before they start
their annual migration to Hawaii. Any disruptions may prevent
them from successfully reaching their calving grounds or
returning to these essential feeding locations next season. Our
recent research findings suggest that we have a high number of
pregnant female humpback whales feeding in the narrow inside
channels surrounding Cetacealab. Northern Resident Orcas and
Transient Orcas also frequent the area of the proposed seismic
tests. Humpback whales and Orcas are considered a threatened
species and are protected under the Species at Risk Act.
We have repeatedly tried to convince the scientists of the
Batholiths project to abandon their plan, with no success. For
more info visit www.cetacealab.org.
Hermann Meuter and Janie Wray, Hartley Bay i

Littoral : Tales from the Big Island ~Trysh Ashby-Rolls
Comox Dancer Remembers War Years
Verity Sweeny Purdy exchanged ballet slippers for army boots
when she joined the Canadian army in 1939. She went off to
England where eventually she became choreographer for the
famous Canadian Army Show, a fascinating story she tells in her
second book, As Luck Would Have It: Adventures With the
Canadian Army Show 1938-1946.
Like most people during those years she saw pain and
laughter and hard work—but from inside an exceptionally
successful company where show-biz practicalities often clashed
with army discipline. At the end of the war she was part of the
extravaganza, ‘Rhythm Rodeo,’ in which 200 dancers, singers
and actors performed for over 40,000 Canadian soldiers waiting
for transport home.
Wartime was not Purdy’s first interlude in England. At age 11
she had been dispatched to study classical ballet. She lived with
her eccentric Aunt Doffie in Bohemian Chelsea. Determined that
her niece would breathe-in London’s cultural spectrum in prewar London, Aunt Doffie introduced young Verity to the likes of
Noel Coward, took her to see youthful actors Larry Olivier and
John Geilgud at the Old Vic, every dance troupe in town,
concerts, and musical productions replete with live animals at
the Royal Albert Hall.
Among Purdy’s many stories is one about an Albert Hall
concert made up of three symphony orchestras under the baton
of ‘this very tiny man standing at a very tiny podium—Sir
Thomas Beecham,’ Purdy remembers. ‘It must have been one of
those times when Doffie had emptied the bank account. We
arrived in a taxi but sat in the ‘gods’ right up under the dome’—
the seats cost sixpence.

Building a home can be complicated.
We make it easier.

Verity Sweeny Purdy hung up her ballet slippers for army
boots in 1939. Now an author, painter and movement teacher,
the Comox vet wears carpet slippers at home.
Purdy came home to Vancouver when she was 16 before
embarking on her dance career in the US. She studied with June
Roper, Nico Charisse, husband of Cyd (whose ‘legs went on
forever’), and Nijinska before the money ran out. Turning
professional, she worked as a chorus girl in Hollywood, but that
glitzy, frankly seamy lifestyle was not for her. Although she
auditioned for Anton Dolin, who accepted her into his company,
news that her father had died drew her home to Vancouver. And
then war broke out and a new adventure began.
Now in her 80s, Purdy is still a trooper. She’s completing a
third book—about her late husband, Rai Purdy (producer of
CBS-television’s New Year’s Eve from Times Square), painting
and teaching movement classes. If her feet ache, she won’t tell
you; she quietly slips into comfy carpet slippers.
LITTORAL, please turn to next page

SHORELINE DESIGN
www.shorelinedesign.ca

Live Your Dream

THE LINWOOD
ADVANTAGE
Our home package system makes
it easy to build your own home,
cottage or vacation retreat.

• fully insured
• excellent
references
Peter Christenson 250-629-8386

a LINWOOD company

specializing in water access
over steep & rugged terrain

CUSTOM DESIGN
HIGH QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS
FULL WARRANTY PROGRAM
WORLDWIDE SHIPPING EXPERTISE
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT

1.888.546.9663
www.linwoodhomes.com
NEW PLAN BOOK NOW AVAILABLE

– Over 100 full colour designs –

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
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SINGLE • $31.80 • With image $37.10 (max 50 words)

Victoria Secular
Humanist Association

MULTI-VENUE • $42.40! • With image $47.70 (max 70 words)

Friday to Sunday, Nov 3 to 5
17th Annual Nanaimo Professional
Craft Fair—one-of-a-kind gifts by BC
artisans, lunch & refreshments available,
hourly door prizes & grand door prize of home
theatre system • 2300 Bowen Road, Beban
Park Centre • FRI: 12–8pm, SAT: 10am–5pm,
SUN: 10am–4pm • Admission: $3, includes
repeat admission • Info: 250-758-6545 • IN
NANAIMO

Saturday, November 4
Lady Minto Hospital Auxiliary Society Christmas Sale—
refreshments available • Meadon Hall, 120 Blain Road •
9:30am–1:30pm • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Wednesday, November 8
‘Big Trees, Not Big Stumps’—meet
author Paul George, veteran of 25 years
of campaigning to save BC’s wilderness with
the Western Canada Wilderness Committee,
and help him celebrate the publication of a
remarkable story about the trials and
successes of standing up for wilderness, lots
of snacks and refreshments served • Barbs
Buns,
Ganges
•
7-9pm
•
Info:
info@wildernesscommittee.org or 1-800-661-9453, Andrew
Lewis 250-653-4770, • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Sat, Sun & Mon, Nov 11, 12 & 1 3

‘Secret of the Dance’ Book Launch
and Signing—meet local authors Andrea
Spalding and Alfred Scow for the launch
their new children’s picturebook about a
forbidden potlatch,
refreshments •
Talisman Books and Gallery, Driftwood
Centre • 7:30pm • Free • Info: 250-6296944, talismanbooks@cablelan.net • ON
PENDER ISLAND

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Thurs & Fri, November 16 & 17
‘Chris Frye’ CD Release Concert—lead singer of The Bills,
and rhythm guitarist in The Marc Atkinson Trio releases his debut
solo CD: Raised on Rhythm and Rhyme • PENDER: Thurs, Nov
16, Pender Community Hall, 8pm, Tickets: $20 advance @
Talisman Book Store & Southridge, $22 @ door, Info: 250-6293669; SALT SPRING: Fri, Nov 17, 8pm, Artspring, $20 advance,
$22@door, Info: 250-537-2102 • ON PENDER & SALT SPRING
ISLANDS

Friday, November 17
Pender Island Concert Series
presents Tiller’s Folly—this
Vancouver quartet blends high
energy acoustic roots, bluegrass, Celtic music & fabulous
storytelling with Pacific Northwest flair; prepaid series
subscribers who have not picked up their tickets may do so before
performance • School Auditorium • 7:30pm • Admission:
adults/$25 for single concert • ON PENDER ISLAND

Fri, Nov 10 to Sat, Dec 30
Comox Valley Art Gallery 32nd Christmas Craft Fair—
original designs, handmade works in pottery, jewellery, wood,
glass, ornaments, specialty foods and more, Gala Opening: Nov
17, 9am–5pm, 20% discount • CVAG Gift Shop, 580 Duncan
Avenue • NOV: Mon to Sat, 10am–5pm; DEC: daily 10am–5pm,
except Sunday 11am–4pm • Free admission • Info: 250-338-6211,
www.comoxvalleyartgallery.com • IN COURTENAY

Saturday, November 11
Saturna Lions Remberance Day Celebration—nondenominational service, followed by a social gathering catered by
the Saturna Women’s Club • Service & gathering at Saturna Rec
Centre • Everyone welcome • Info: Pam Janszen 250-539-5150 •
ON SATURNA ISLAND

Saturday, November 11
Pender Islands Lions Club Remembrance Day Pancake
Breakfast—after a hearty pancake & sausage breakfast you’ll
have plenty of time to make it to the Royal Canadian Legion
Cenotaph (Mackinnon Road) for the 11am service • Memories
Restaurant • 8-10am • Admission: Adults $5, Children (12 &
under) $2.50 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, November 18
Saturna Arts & Concert Society presents Tiller’s Folly—a
high-energy acoustic roots group with a Pacific Northwest flair •
Saturna Community Hall • 7:30 pm • Tickets: $20 at door • ON
SATURNA ISLAND

Sat & Sun, November 18 & 19
Pender Islands Community Hall Christmas Craft Faire—
local gifts, culinary delights; healthy lunch; door prizes •
Community Hall • SAT: 10am–4pm, SUN: 11am–4pm •
Admission: $3, under 12 free • Info: 250-629-3669 • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Women’s History Month

Port Alberni Elder Honoured
There are some things that 83 year-old Hupacasath elder Jessie
Hamilton would prefer to forget. Like her days as a child in the
Port Alberni residential school where she wasn’t allowed to speak
her own language, or she would face punishment. This was no
ordinary little girl, however, but one of those enduring souls whose
light shines no matter what. Deep inside her, she held on to the
traditions and language of her people that she’d learned in her

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

PROPANE WEST
a divsion of Aztec Appliances Ltd.

WINTER SPECIAL
Keep your family warm this winter with PROPANE
SPACE HEATERS from ORBIS
Calarama 1 – 8,000 btu
$695.00
Calarama 2 – 15,000 btu
$795.00
Cash & Carry while quantities last – NO rainchecks

1-888-754-5054
www.propanewest.ca

Tuesday, November 21
Victoria Secular Humanists present Educator &
Humanist Theo Meijer—explore naturalist values & positive
principles of modern humanism as part of the increasingly
necessary quest to understand different world views • Harbour
House, 121 Upper Ganges • 2pm • Free • Info: 250-538-1930 or
http://victoria.humanists.net • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

ADVERTISE WITH US!

Email: islandtides@islandtides.com

Saturday, November 25
The One and Only Christmas Market—from the traditional
to the unusual, many things bright and beautiful created by local
artists; Asian lunch, sweets and beverages available; WSC raffe;
candlelight dinner tickets • Recreation Centre • 10am–2pm • Info:
Lindy, 250-539-3471 • ON SATURNA ISLAND
YOur

ADVERTISE YOUR E V E N T !
Call: 250-629-3660
Email: islandtides@islandtides.com

LITTORAL from previous page
Astonishingly, when Verity Sweeny Purdy was a little girl she
wasn’t considered a person under Canadian law. Not until four
brave women challenged the Supreme Court of Canada to assert
that women were persons did anyone do anything about
women’s status. They lost. Undeterred, they appealed to the
British Privy Council who described the exclusion of women as
‘a relic of days more barbarous than ours’ and overturned the
Canadian decision. On October 18, 1929, Canadian women
became persons. So it was that on October 18 this month,
awards were handed out at the Royal BC Museum to
commemorate Women’s History Month.

250-480-1929 or 250-389-6770

IS YOUR

Gulf Islands Drop-In Flu Clinics—no appointment
necessary; eligibile public are: seniors over 65, infants 6–23
months, people in high-risk categories who are 2–64 years old,
people capable of transmitting influenza to those at elevated risk
• PENDER: Tues, Nov 7 & 28, 10am–2pm, Parish Hall;
GALIANO: Wed, Nov 15, 1:30–4:30pm & Wed, Dec 6,
2:30–4:30pm, Lions Hall; MAYNE: Wed, Nov 8 & 29,
1:30–3:30pm, Community Activity Centre; SALT SPRING:
Thurs, Nov 9, 1:30–3:30pm & Fri, Nov 10, 10–11:30am &
1:30–3:00pm, Lady Minto Meeting Room (behind L.M.
Hospital); SATURNA: Wed, Nov 15, 11:15am–3pm, Community
Hall • ON PENDER, GALIANO, MAYNE & SALT SPRING &
SATURNA ISLANDS
‘Gabriano Strikes Back’—a new play, performed by the
Galiano Players; cabaret-style refreshments • Galiano Community
Hall • 7:30pm • Admission: $15/$8 students, pensioners • Info:
David Clothier, 250-539-3249 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Victoria.Humanists.Net

Wednesday, November 15

Tues, Nov 7 to Wed, Dec 6

Fri & Sat, November 10 & 11

AS A COMMUNITY
FOR THE NON-RELIGIOUS,
WE’RE HERE.

Remembrance Day Weekend Family Fun Swims—enjoy
the wavepool, waterslide, pirate ship, toddler pool, family
changerooms, steam, sauna, swirlpool, and diving boards • SAT:
10–12noon & 1–4pm, SUN: 10–noon, 1–4pm & 6:30–8:30pm •
4636 Elk Lake Drive (right off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak exit) •
Info: 24-hour Swim Info-line 250-475-7620 • IN VICTORIA

home until forced to learn English at age 7 or 8 at school. One of
the aboriginal women honoured last month at the Women’s
History Month awards ceremony, Hamilton received an
honourable mention in the language, culture and arts category for
keeping the Hupacasath dialect alive. She has assisted in the
production of language books, CDs and DVDs.

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Homeowners
• Farm
• Commercial
• Bed & Breakfasts
Salt Spring Island: #1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road
Doug Guedes • 1-250-537-5527
Sidney: A2 - 9769 Fifth Street
Jason McCutcheon • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
Brentwood Bay: 7178 W. Saanich Rd
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd.
Saanichton: #2-7855 East Saanich Road
Dan Olive • 1-800-663-0807

www.seafirstinsurance.com

autoplan

Cowichan Bay Digests Softwood Deal

Taxed on this side of the border with our southern neighbour;
paying duties on the other. Just a hiccup apparently. One that
Western Bay Forest Products in Cowichan Bay discovered, along
with other BC saw mills, as the new softwood lumber accord
came into effect October 12.
Seems nobody noticed that while Canada’s lumber exporters
must pay a 15% export tax, the US continues to pocket 10.7%
import duties. At least, that’s what happened the day the 7-year
deal officially started. According to an add-on in the agreement,
the US Department of Commerce is supposed to provide
instructions to US Customs and Border Protection ‘to cease
collecting cash deposits.’ When exactly? ‘No later than 3 days
LITTORAL, please turn to page 7

• harvesting
systems
• design
• installation
• service

BOB BURGESS

tel. 250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnection.com

www.rainwaterconnection.com
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WATERFRONT PROPERTY
FOR SALE ON VALDES ISLAND
GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water

4.95

TO

$189,900
7

ACRE LOTS

R ICHARD H ILL

A MEX B ROADWAY W EST R EALTY

604-948-0434
WWW.WESTCOASTLAND.NET

• BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
REMOVE:

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd

ÀÊvÀ>ÌÊ>LÕÌÊ«iÀ>iÌÊÀiÃ`iVi]
VÌâiÃ «]ÊÜÀÊ«iÀÌÃÊÀ
LÕÃiÃÃÊ}À>Ì°°°
6

1] ,/" 79 ,
£nään£n£ÎÇÎ
ÜÜÜ°ÛVÌÀ>>Ü°V
204-645 Fort St,
{Ì À] ÇÇÇ ÀÌ -Ì°]
Victoria,
B.C. V8W 1G2
6VÌÀ>] ° °] 6n7 £
david@victorialaw.com
`>Õ>JÛVÌÀ>>Ü°V

Page 6, ISLAND TIDES, Nov 2, 2006

Facts about crystal meth
rystal meth has become a major concern in British
Columbia. The use and production of crystal meth can
affect us all. There are troubling signs that use has
increased: a recent survey involving four BC school districts
showed that up to 8% of students in grades 6-12 report having
tried crystal meth in the 2005 school year. The number of
clandestine meth labs in urban settings has increased sharply
over the last few years presenting risks of fire, explosion and
toxic waste.

C

What is Crystal Meth?
• A powerful and highly addictive central nervous system
stimulant.
• A Man-made (synthetic) drug manufactured using ephedrine
or pseudoephedrine, the active ingredient in cold medicines,
and other chemicals including acetone, drain cleaner, lithium,
iodine, paint thinner, kerosene, red phorous and muriatic acid.
• The drug often has a strong ammonia smell due to incomplete
clearing of solvents or reagents during manufacture. It is quite
bitter-tasting.
• It is available in various forms: Small glass-like fragments or
shiny blue-white rocks of various size–‘ice’–is smoked in a pipe.
White, crystalline powder which easily dissolves in water or
alcohol is used for snorting or injecting. ‘Crank’, a cheaper form
of the drug, is a smelly, yellow powder that is usually snorted.
Meth tablets, a combination of methamphetamine and caffeine
can be brightly coloured and flavoured.

Names for Crystal Meth
• crystal • glass • ice • jib • crank • gak • shard • batu • blade
• cristy • hanyak • go fast • hot ice • kaksonjae • quartz •
shabu • shards • stove top • super ice • hiropon • crystalight •
white pony • barney dope • fizz wizz • ventana • vidrio •
eraser dust • CriCri • chalk • wigg • energy • gonzales • sky
rocks • hydra • speed • tweak • waterford • zip • amp • tina

What Makes Crystal Meth ‘Attractive’?
• The Euphoria: meth induces strong feelings including
confidence, increased energy, heightened concentration and
alertness, and suppresses fatigue and hunger. The effect can last
from 2 to 24 hours.
• The Cost: a user can get amounts as small as one tenth of a
gram (known as a ‘point’) for as little as $5. A ‘point’ gives a user
a high that can last up to 24 hours.
• The Turnaround: meth can be illegally produced locally in a
short period of time with a modest investment in equipment and
chemicals.
• The Availability: clandestine labs that produce the drug have
been found in homes, garages, motel rooms and even vehicles.
Local production increases the availability of the drug and keeps
the price low, making it an attractive drug to young people.
• The Image: Considered trendy and popular as a ‘club drug’,
meth has a strong presence in the rave scene as it increases
wakefulness and energy, alleviating fatigue.

Health Risks
Significant adverse effects come with methamphetamine use.
These can include minor physical effects such as irritability,

Why Not Just Quit Using?
Regular use of meth causes an impaired attention span, loss
of memory, low impulse control and reduced learning
functions. A powerful stimulant, meth alters the brain's
production of dopamine. The drug produces an initial positive
pleasurable physical reaction by increasing the levels of
dopamine, leaving a person depressed as the effects of the
drug wear off. The user then requires more of the drug to
return to normal. This ‘binge and crash’ pattern leads to loss
of control over the drug and addiction.
nervousness, paranoia, nausea, hot flashes, heart palpitations
and hypertension or more severe effects such as:
• Damage to the small blood vessels in the brain that can lead to
a stroke
• Inflammation of the lining of the heart
• Psychosis (paranoia/delusions) that can persist for months or
years after a person has stopped using the drug
• Long-term brain damage
• Significant tooth decay and irreparable damage to the lining of
the nose due to the corrosive nature of the chemicals in meth
• Risks of contracting HIV, hepatitis B and C and other bloodborne viruses
• Sexual dysfunction
• Overdoses can cause death through extreme elevated body
temperature, convulsions and cardiovascular collapse

Signs of a User
Physical Signs
• Increased agitation/hyperactivity
• Weight loss or loss of appetite
• Excessive sweating
• Rapid, non-stop speech
• Increased sexuality
• Insomnia
• Repetitive compulsive behaviours
• Decline in personal hygiene
• Obsessive picking at acne-like sores on the face or other parts
of the body
• Needle marks on arms (track marks)
• Items for injecting or inhaling crystal meth (burnt spoons or
tinfoil, glass pipes, rubber tubing, broken light bulbs, syringes,
drinking straws)
Emotional/Psychological Signs
• Euphoria, empowerment and exhilaration
• Anxiety/confusion
• Paranoia/delusions
• Depression or suicidal tendencies
• Sudden violent outbursts, aggression, irritability
• Solitary behaviour
• Lack of motivation

Quick Facts
• 20% of people who use meth become dependent
• ecstacy and marijuana seized by police often contain crystal
meth
• users report a high occurrence of depression, anxiety and
psychosis as they come down from a high
• possession and production of meth is illegal, carrying fines of
$1000 to $100,000 plus imprisonment of 6 months to life

BC’s crystal meth strategy
In 2004, BC became the first jurisdiction in Canada to announce
an integrated crystal meth strategy. Key commitments include:
• Working closely with police to shut down meth labs and put
producers and dealers out of business.
• Consulting with the BC College of Pharmacists and Health
Canada to make it harder for producers to get their hands on bulk
orders of common cold medicines, which are used to make meth.
• Pressuring the federal government to increase criminal
consequences for those who make and traffic the drug.
• In November 2004, BC hosted the first western Canadian
summit on meth use, bringing together doctors, counsellors,
pharmacists, police, lawyers and government.
• In response to provincial pressure, Ottawa announced it was
bringing in tougher penalties for people convicted of producing
and trafficking meth.

The Provincial Response
In October 2005, Premier Gordon Campbell announced a $7million initiative to combat the spread of crystal meth use and
addiction. The Province also created the Crystal Meth
Secretariat within the Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor
General to implement the initiative cross-government and
develop a broader meth strategy—including a timetable for
action with multi-year spending requirements.
The funding addresses the crystal meth problem through:
• Community based initiatives: $2 million is currently being
distributed to individual communities in grants of up to
$10,000 for community-based anti-meth initiatives.
• Treatment enhancement: The Ministry of Health is working
with the six health authorities to distribute $2 million aimed at
enhancing existing treatment programs.
• Public awareness campaigns: $1 million is earmarked for
school-based awareness initiatives. A working group co-chaired
by the secretariat and the Ministry of Education, and including
representatives from three school districts, parent advisory
committees, and the Addictions Research Centre, is developing
content and a delivery strategy. Another $2 million is targeted
for a major public awareness advertising campaign. The
Province is also sponsoring crystal meth community forums.

Tracking Bulk Sales of Meth
Precursors
Meanwhile, BC has introduced a new program to more closely
monitor bulk sales of cold medications that can be used to make
crystal meth. Evidence from police agencies, customs and
independent research shows that, in BC, meth labs utilize bulk
commercial imports of chemical precursors. They do not
currently use off-the-shelf cough syrups and cold pills in largescale meth production.
The Province is working with pharmacists and police on a
phased approach to cut off a potential source of key ingredients
needed to make meth. In the first phase, police, pharmacists and
retailers will watch for bulk sales and theft of cold medications.
If there is evidence of misuse of retail products, the Province will
restrict sales of these products to licensed pharmacies. If
problems persist, BC will make these medications available by
prescription only.
For more information, visit www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/crystalmeth.

You’ve had a lifetime to talk to your kids about crystal meth.
What are you waiting for?
Crystal meth is not an easy subject to discuss with your kids. But experts agree parents play a crucial role in preventing kids from taking meth. That’s why the provincial
government is introducing new tools and resources to help families fight this devastating drug. Together, we can stop meth from ruining a lifetime of memories.
For the facts on crystal meth and tips on how to talk to kids about it, visit www.no2meth.ca
The Best Place on Earth
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AUTOMOTIVE
SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

FOR RENT

BUSINESS OPP

Pender Island. Large 1 bdrm suite
for rent. Furnished/unfurnished.
Hdw flrs, woodstove, private. ns.
Port Wash/Hope Bay area. Refs.
$650 + util. 250-629-3964.

Free vacations for life! Earn $1000$3000 everytime someone says
yes! Coastal Vacations, rock-solid
home business. Get paid to travel,
1-800-390-1903
Gardener’s Dream: long-term lease
for 300-plus organic apple orchard.
Greenhouses, sales shop also
included, all within deer fence. 1km
from ferry on Saturna Island. 250539-2975

ISLAND EXPLORER

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

PROPERTY

TRANSMISSION SERVICE

250-654-0230

Road test by qualified
technician
Cleanand inspect
transmission pan
40-point driveline
safety check

only

39
for cars

$

.95
*

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)
* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

GSA Auto
Rentals & Sales
Monthly
Rentals
from $525.
Mention this ad and
get an additional
10% off.

Rent/Lease/Buy

MANAGEMENT LTD.

Southern Gulf
PENDER ISLAND LONG TERM:
Spacious and bright 2 bedroom, 2
bathroom home. Short walk to
ocean beach-$900.
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

Electrically Available®
Nutritional Supplements
Help others attain Ideal
Health & be highly rewarded.

OLQNLQJDUWDQGVXUYLYDOWKURXJK
HGXFDWLRQGLDORJXHSURMHFWVDQG
UHVHDUFK

WWWISLANDSINSTITUTECOM

250-629-3660
www.islandtides.com

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

www.PROVEN
HEALTH
SOLUTIONS.net

We will pick you up
from Ferries and Airport

ADVERTISE!

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.BCgold.ca
1-877-GOLD-404

EDUCATION

HQJDJLQJWKH*XOI,VODQGVDQG
9DQFRXYHU,VODQGLQFUHDWLYHSODQQLQJ
IRUHQYLURQPHQWDODQGVRFLDOFKDQJH

SIDNEYCARS.COM

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

For a full list of properties:

www.island-explorer.com/pender

FREE educational info
package. (250)220-1262

WORKSHOP

MEETINGS

Pender Writers Circle: Getting
Published-4-weekly sessions start
Mon, Nov 6: 7:30-9:30pm, $40 or
what you can afford. Port Wash Gen
Store. Register: Nov 6 at 7pm.
Sessions incl: Accessing Markets,
Agents/ Queries & Proposals/
Synopses & Summaries/Selfpublishing. Info: 250-629.2085 or
tashbyrolls@cablelan.net.

School District #64 (Gulf Islands).
A regular meeting of the Board of
School Trustees will be held at
Spring Elementary School, Ganges
on Wednesday, November 8
commencing at 1pm. Public
Welcome! To view the agenda for
this meeting, please refer to:
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html

DEEP INTEGRATION from page 1
governments. They may also have detected a public
suspicion that convergence would mean a loss of
national and local sovereignty. (Though some have
argued that the proposed integration is the ultimate
expression of free will!)
The political strategy which has been adopted is
one that deliberately avoids debate, particularly within
the legislative bodies of the three countries involved.
There will be no more treaties, which might require
ratification by legislative bodies.
Essentially, it is integration by regulation, known by
the soothing word ‘harmonization.’
Prime Minister Martin and President Fox met with
President Bush at Waco, Texas on March 23, 2005.
Following the meeting, they announced the ‘Security
and Prosperity Partnership of North America.’ (It is
assumed that in the US, anything labeled ‘security’ is
politically correct, while ‘prosperity’ is intended to
attract the rest of us.)
There was no agreement, no treaty, only a bland
press release describing the process as a ‘dialogue.’
The objects are stated as:
• To coordinate security efforts to better protect US
citizens from terrorist threats and transnational crime
and promote the safe and efficient movement of
legitimate people and goods;
• Expand economic opportunity for all our people
by making our businesses more competitive in the
global marketplace, cutting red tape, and providing
consumers with safe, less expensive, and innovative
products; and
• Enhance our common efforts to combat infectious
diseases, develop responses to man-made or natural
disasters to enhance our citizens’ quality of life, protect
our people and our environment, and improve
consumer safety.’
The ‘Security and Prosperity Partnership of North
America’ (SPP) material specifically denies that the
objectives impugn the sovereignty of any of the three
countries involved, or attempt to create a common
currency. However, some of the study papers that
predated the SPP do make suggestions of this type.
The idea of a North American Union, which might
have supra-national authority, is also specifically
denied. (It seems doubtful that this would be in any
way politically acceptable in the US.)

1-877-652-0599
Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca

Well Drillers
539-5252 or
250-478-6937

FREE
SCRAP CAR
REMOVAL
Gulf Islands
Victoria • Sooke
Sidney • Duncan

1-250-744-6842

• DOCKS

250-537-2990 or
1-800-804-6288

• RAMPS

HEALTH
EMF POLLUTION SOLUTIONS: Do
you or your children spend hours a
day on cellphone or computer? Do
you worry about electromagnetic
pollution
from
powerlines?
www.mybiopro.ca/?ID=greendolphi
nsuite
Traditional Chinese Medicine

• PILE DRIVING
Toll-free:
1-866-399-7525
www.heavymetalmarineltd.com

GETAWAYS

Acupuncture
& HERBAL MEDICINE

MAUI
Vacation Condos

Safe, effective treatments for
many common health problems.

1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

Trevor Erikson, R.Ac, TCMP
Registered Acupuncturist
& Tradtional Chinese
Medicine Practioner
For an appointment call the
Pender Island Health Centre:

629-3322

ADVERTISE WITH US!

The Pull Behind the Push

First Nation Buys Surplus Port Alberni Land

PVC Deck Membranes
& Aluminum Railings
for Sundecks, Garage
Decks and Roofdecks.
C ALL DAVE W OODE
CONTRACTING :

Email: islandtides@islandtides.com

So what keeps this all going?
In Banff, Alberta, last month on September 12 to 14,
there was a meeting of the ‘North American Forum.’ It
was organized by the Canadian Council of Chief
Executives (CCCE). The press was not invited, but a
remarkable variety of individuals from all three
countries were. Few of them were important enough to
require bodyguards, but security was tight
nevertheless. They included (a partial list only) Cochairs: Dr Pedro Aspe (Mexico), Hon Peter Lougheed
(Canada) and Hon George Shultz (US).
Some other Canadian participants were: Hon
Perrin Beatty (CME), Thomas d’Aquino (CCCE), Hon
Stockwell Day (Ministry of Public Safety), Dr Wendy
Dobson (IIB), Ward Elcock (Deputy Minister,
National Defence), James K Gray, (Canada West
Foundation), General Rick Hillier (Chief of Defence
Staff), Hon John Manley and Hon Anne McLellan.
Among the US participants were: Mr Ron T Covais,
President, The Americas, Lockheed Martin
Corporation; Ms Carla A Hills; Admiral Tim Keating,
Commander, US Northern Command; Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld, Secretary of Defense, US
Department of Defense; Dr James Schlesinger, former
Secretary of Energy & Defense; and Major General
Mark A Volcheff, Director, Plans, Policy & Strategy,
NORAD-NORTHCOM.
Among the Mexican participants were: Silvia
Hernández, former Senator and Chair of the Senate

While sawmills iron out the wrinkles of the softwood lumber deal, Catalyst Paper
and Port Alberni’s Tseshaht First Nation have been ironing out thier own wrinkles.
The Tsesehaht, one of 14 nations that make up the Nuu chah nulth Tribal Council,
will buy 120 hectares (almost 300 acres) of surplus company property in Port

www.islandmarine.ca

Specializing in…

Servicing the Gulf Islands

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Under the ‘umbrella’ of the SPP a number of
‘ministerial’ task forces have been created, each
consisting of cabinet level politicians and staff from all
three governments. They cover a very wide variety of
cooperative efforts between the countries, affecting
many ministries and agencies of government,
concentrating on security and trade.
In Cancun, Mexico, about a year later, the three
heads of government met again. Fox was nearing the
end of his term. Martin had been replaced by Harper.
But the agenda had not changed. The task forces
reported ‘progress’ and continued. The three
announced a North American Competitiveness
Council (NACC) which ‘provides a voice and formal
role for the private sector.’ There was no debate in
Congress, Parliament, or in Mexico.

LITTORAL from page 5
after the effective date.’ Industry insiders say ‘it’s a mess’ but no worries. While
everyone absorbs the new rules there are bound to be a few blips along the way.

MARINE
ISLAND
MARINE

Properties with mineral
occurrences or mines for sale
in beautiful British Columbia
& Ontario, Canada.
Prospect for, or develop Gold,
Platinum, Silver, Jade,
Hotsprings & more.
40 acres & up from
$2000.00 (CDN) Owner
financing is available.

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

Quality Used Cars & Trucks

655-5038
1-800-809-0788

BC Gold & Platinum
Mining Properties

House & Cottage Rentals

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

Foreign Relations Subcommittee on North America;
Luis de la Calle, consultant, former Deputy Minister of
Economy; Juan Camilo Mouriño, general coordinator
of President Elect’s transition team; Mr. Carlos de
Icaza, Mexican ambassador to the United States.
On their agenda was the ‘deeper integration’ of
North America, including the following topics:
• a vision for North America,
• toward a North American energy strategy,
• opportunities for security cooperation in North
America—military to military cooperation,
• demographic and social dimensions of North
American integration, and
• border infrastructure and continental prosperity.
The meeting resolved to create an organization that
would parallel and advise the Security and Prosperity
Partnership of North America’s task forces.
Information on how this is to be done was not
available.

The Future

Those who support deep integration are fond of
pointing to the growth of the European Union as the
pattern for North America. They say that a North
American economic union will be necessary in a world
of trading blocks: Europe, the Middle East, Southeast
Asia, South America, with Africa as everyone’s poor
relation (depending on how much oil they find). This
in itself seems a gross oversimplification, particularly
given the significant imbalances between energy
producers and energy consumers.
But it’s also clear that the European Union reflects
a political balancing act, with no one dominant nation.
Further, the European governments seemed prepared
to cede much of their regulatory authority to the EU
office in Brussels.
North America does have a dominant nation, one
which seems determined to exploit that dominance at
every turn. Canada and Mexico seem predestined to
remain the junior partners in such an arrangement. It
is hard to imagine that any of the SPP ‘task forces’ will
change US regulations to reflect those of Canada or
Mexico.
The Banff meeting brought the North American
Forum out of the shadows (sort of). Are they the
hitherto invisible ‘North American Government?’ i

Alberni. The land is located next to the Tseshaht reserve and is part of the Somass
River delta. It includes 1.4 kilometres of riverfront and is in the agricultural land
reserve. Catalyst used the property to grow poplar and retains a right-of-way for a
water pipeline to its Port Alberni mill. The transaction closes December 1, 2006. i
The Luckiest Girl in the World, Verity Sweeny Purdy, Heritage House, 1998,
$18.95. ‘As Luck Would Have It: Adventures With the Canadian Army Show
1938-1946,’ Verity Sweeny Purdy. Vanwell Publishing, 2003, $19.95. i

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

HELP WANTED
Mayne Island Motor Route Carrier
required. 7-8:30 a.m. Delivery of the
Times Colonist newspaper. Vehicle
required.
54
subscribers
$41.00/day. call Kryn Zedel 1-800663-6384 or 250-380-5312.

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that Murray D.
Skuce of Galiano Island, B.C.,
intends to make application to
the
Integrated
Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for a
Residential/private moorage in
the vicinity of Whaler Bay,
Galiano Island, situated on
Provincial Crown Land fronting
Lot 4, Sec.7, Plan 538, 1033
Sturdies Bay Road, Galiano
Island, Cowichan District,
British Columbia.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #1412865.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at 142 - 2080 Labieux Rd.,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until Dec 7, 2006. ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website at:
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/clad
/index.html under Tenure
Overview
and
Program
Information
for
more
information.
Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at Integrated Land
Management Bureau's regional
office.

Salt Spring’s
Salt Spring Jazz
Fulford Harbour to and Blues Society
gets $6,500 grant
be repaired
Under the federal Fisheries and Oceans
Ministry’s small craft harbours program,
improvements will be made to the Fisheries
and Oceans’ facilities at Fulford Harbour.
Improvements will include the repair of wharf
components, including timber piles, caps,
stringers, handrails and some sections of deck
planks.
Work at the harbour is expected to be
finished within the government’s fiscal year.
The project is being carried out in
collaboration with the Salt Spring Harbour
Authority which manages and operates the
facilities. i
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2010 Legacies Now is awarding $6,500 to the
Salt Spring Jazz and Blues Society as part of its
commitment to strengthen the arts and
cultural sector in British Columbia.
‘2010 Legacies Now has generously given
us the money to build on the success of this
year’s pilot jazz festival on Salt Spring Island,’
said Monik Nordine, artistic director of the Salt
Spring Jazz and Blues Society. ‘This festival
will be an annual event that provides our
community with the opportunity to both host
and hear many talented local and visiting jazz
artists. It will also benefit the jazz community
by expanding the existing festivals in
Vancouver and Victoria.’ i

Invest Ethically
Photo: Marc Laperriere

The Queen of Cumberland in for refit at the Esquimalt Graving Dock. The Victoria
shipyard worked on the vessel and removed her paint with a 60,000 psi pressure washer.
Caring where your money is invested
can go hand in hand with good returns.
Learn more at: www.pinchgroup.ca

(250) 405-2468
(877) 405-2400

Rental
Assistance
Program
Is your family paying too much rent? If you have lived in B.C. for
the past 12 months and have a household income below $20,000,
the new Rental Assistance Program could help your family. The
Province of British Columbia now provides direct cash assistance
to eligible low-income working families with children under the
age of 19. Assistance will be paid directly to eligible households to
assist their monthly rent payments in the private housing market.
The Rental Assistance Program was recently announced as part of
the Provincial Housing Strategy – Housing Matters BC.

Mayne and Salt Spring win awards for
their fall fairs
Both Mayne and Salt Spring Islands’ fall fairs
won first prize in their division and were
recognized by Agriculture and Lands Minister
Pat Bell as he presented the Awards of
Excellence at the BC Association of Agricultural
Fairs and Exhibitions (BCAAFE) annual
convention in Vernon this October.
The theme for the 2006 Awards of
Excellence program was ‘Showcase of
Agriculture.’ The objective of the showcase of
Agriculture was to promote to the public safe,
high-quality British Columbia products from a
sustainable agri-food system.
Each participating fair and exhibition was
required to create a display of healthy, safe agrifood products grown or produced in BC. As
part of the criteria for evaluation, displays were
to include the nutritional value of products as
well as educational material and economic
value to the community. Other display
requirements included a link from farm to table
and the use of effective and quality display

materials and products.
First place winners for each division receive
a $10,000 cash prize, second place winners
receive $6,000 and third place winners collect
$3,000. In addition to the cash prize, the first
place winner in each division will be designated
the ‘Provincial Fair’ for that division for 2006.
Division 1 includes small fairs with
attendance less than 3,000; those with
attendance between 3,000 and 20,000 compete
in division 2; and division 3 consists of large fairs
and exhibitions with attendance over 20,000.
The winners are as follows:
• Division 1: 1st place: Mayne Island Fall
Fair; 2nd place: Sooke Fall Fair; 3rd place: Tlell
Fall Fair.
• Division 2: 1st place: Salt Spring Island
Fall Fair; 2nd place: Cobble Hill Fair; 3rd place:
North Thompson Fall Fair and Rodeo.
• Division 3: 1st place: Dawson Creek
Exhibition; 2nd place: Prince George Exhibition;
3rd place: Bulkley Valley Exhibition. i

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

To find out if you are eligible, contact BC Housing at 604-433-2218
in the Lower Mainland or 1-800-257-7756 elsewhere in B.C.

Offering B.C. families more

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:

(250) 386-7643

Accommodation & Attractions
Vancouver Island & Around the Georgia Strait

The Haven B&B
In Peaceful Victoria

Close to the ocean, UVic, & the
hospital. Organic breakfasts,
private bathrooms. $40-$60

250-598-7015

That ‘Little’
Coffee Place
Historic Duncan, 149 Canada Ave
• opposite the train station •

250-746-5233

ADVERTISE
WITH US!
250-629-3660

We offer

visitors a

better deal!
Our quality accommodation includes:
indoor pool, sauna,
free parking, in-room coffee,
a convenient location
and a warm welcome.
Stay with us.

45
39

$

from

*

3110 DOUGLAS ST. VICTORIA, BC V8Z 3K4
across from Mayfair Shopping Centre,

www.bchousing.org

islandtides@
islandtides.com

1-800-997-6797
www.blueridgeinn.ca
* Single
occupancy.
Subject
Valid
March
31, 2007.
* Single
occupancy.
Subjecttotoavailability.
availability. Valid
to to
March
31, 2003

