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Yoga on the beach - a popular event at Qualicum Beach.
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Sunken tug leaking diesel fuel into Great Bear Rainforest - Natalie Dunsmuir

n October 13, a tugboat, the Nathan E Stewart, ran aground in
Seaforth Channel near the Heiltsuk community of Bella Bella
while pulling a 91-metre fuel-barge. The barge was luckily empty
and was safely refloated, but the tug sank, bleeding its diesel into the
water. It is believed there was 200,000 litres of fuel on board, and that
three fuel tanks were compromised by the accident. The crew of the
Nathan E Stewart were all rescued by Canadian Coast Guard.
By the time a spill response team arrived from Prince Rupert, more
than 20 hours away by water, oil had already leaked through Gale Pass
into an area that is treasured by the local First Nations for its rich clam
beds and a highly sensitive ecological habitat.
During the long wait period, local responders and the Coast Guard
did what they could to clean the spill, but they lacked the proper
equipment.
The area around the spill, which is located in the
heart of the Great Bear Rainforest, is home to 25
marine species that are harvested by the Heiltsuk, as
recorded by an ongoing Heiltsuk Traditional Use
Study. The important manila clam beds alone generate
an income of around $150,000 per year for the
community.
‘Though we are thankful that the barge was empty,
we are gravely concerned about the potential
ramifications of the fuel spill from the tug,’ said Chief
Councillor Marilyn Slett. ‘Our Gitga’at neighbours to
the north are still unable to harvest clams and other
seafoods ten years after the sinking of the Queen of the North. This spill
area is in one of our primary breadbaskets, and we know that diesel is
extremely difficult to recover.’
This relatively minor spill was a wake-up call for the coast. The
Nathan E Stewart is owned by Texas-based Kirby Corporation and has
been in the news before. In 2011, it went adrift while pulling a fuel barge
of a similar size carrying more than 8.3 million litres of diesel fuel, over
3,800 litres of aviation fuel and 2,600 litres of other petroleum products.
While in that incident, both tug and barge were brought to safety and
no fuel was spilled, it serves as a dire reminder of what could have
happened if the Nathan E Stewart had been pulling a full barge when it
ran aground this October.
Despite no barge spill, the diesel fuel spilled from the sunken tug may
well wreck havoc on the fragile ecosystem and economic system of the
area. ‘We are absolutely outraged that the beautiful waters in Heiltsuk
territory are currently covered in a sheen of diesel fuel, when the spill
could have been avoided completely,’ said Grand Chief Stewart Phillip,
President of the Union of BC Indian Chiefs. ‘We are also extremely aware
that if the fuel barge was full, we would currently be dealing with an
environmental disaster of massive scale.’

Queen’s Commonwealth Canopy

The spill also occurred less than three weeks after the Duke and Duchess
of Cambridge visited Bella Bella to endorse the protection of the Great

Bear Rainforest for the Queen’s Commonwealth Canopy. The Great Bear
Rainforest Project also recently won an EarthCare award from the Sierra
Club USA for its efforts protecting the unique ecosystem.

Tanker Moratorium Needed

However, that protection could be for nothing if a tanker ban is not put
in place to protect from far worse spills, say First Nation activists.
First Nations and environmentalists are calling on the federal
government to enact a tanker ban. When Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
was elected more than a year ago, one of his election promises was to
implement a moratorium on tankers on BC’s north coast—this
commitment was even included in the mandate letter to the Minister of
Transportation. So far, however, no ban has been forthcoming.
‘Coastal First Nations members have worked hard to protect the Great
Bear Rainforest,’ said Coastal First Nations Chair Kelly
Russ. ‘Now it’s time for the Crown to do its part by
dealing with this incident and the management of
future tanker traffic on a nation-to-nation basis on the
north coast.’

Ineffective Spill Response

Activists say that the spill response shows just how
inadequate BC’s ‘world-class spill response’ is—two
weeks after the spill, oil was still floating free, poisoning
the clam beds and fish habitat.
Setback followed setback throughout the initial
days of clean up—a skiff operated by Florida-based
Resolve marine salvage sunk in Seaforth Channel
while trying to retrieve diesel, and an oil boom keeping diesel contained
caught on a rock overnight and left a breech in the barrier. The oil spread
rather than remaining contained.
This breech in the boom allowed more diesel to escape towards Gale
Passage. Weather also caused a problem to spill containment. High swells
and wind made the already failing booms even less effective. The
maintenance boats needed to repair the breech could not take to the
waters due to high waves.
Divers with cameras have taken footage showing endangered abalone
in the spill area, as well as schools of juvenile herring surrounding the
sunken tug, which continues to leak oil into the ocean.
According to the US-based National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, ‘Diesel is considered to be one of the most acutely toxic
oil types. Fish, invertebrates and seaweed that come in direct contact with
a diesel spill may be killed.’

World Class—Not

‘If this is world-class spill response, it’s not good enough,’ said Kai Nagata,
communications director at Dogwood Initiative.
Clean-up of the Nathan E Stewart spill is continuing, and shoreline
crews have been deployed to recover oil from beaches. It will likely be
some time before the full extent of the damage can be evaluated. 0
www.islandtides.com

99 youth arrested
on Parliament Hill

I

Natalie Dunsmuir

n one of the biggest instances of youth
civil disobedience in Canadian history,
99 young people were arrested on
Parliament Hill on October 24 as they
protested the Kinder Morgan pipeline
expansion project.
The rally, called Climate 101, brought
together hundreds of youth from across the
country to call on Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau to reject Kinder Morgan. A decision
on the project is due by the end of this year.
The young activists were arrested
crossing peacefully over police fences that
blocked the steps to Parliament Hill. They
were later charged under the Trespass to
Property Act of Ontario.
‘I was nervous about getting arrested,’
said activist Sophie Birks. ‘But in that
moment, I felt the power of the waves of
young people around me. And I felt stronger
and braver knowing that I am part of a much
bigger resistance against Kinder Morgan
that runs all of the way to the end of the line,
and an even larger movement against the tar
sands which spans across the country.’
The rally began at the University of
Ottawa, where activists and First Nations
made speeches and sang songs. Following
the rally, the youth marched to Parliament.
‘Civil disobedience demonstrates the
commitment of those taking action and the
gravity of the problem,’ said Mitchel
Vanineveld, who took part in the rally. ‘This
is one of the biggest problems, if not the
biggest problem facing humanity as a
whole—it’ out generation, and our children
and our grandchildren that are going to feel
the consequences.’
The Climate 101 rally is just part of a
bigger movement to call on Trudeau to reject
Kinder Morgan. Rallies are happening
across Canada, including in Vancouver this
November (See News Digest, page 5, for
more information). 0
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Shawnigan Soil Dump

Dear Editor:
Standing at the site of the soil dump on the weekend, others and
I watched Environmental Protection Agency inspectors look at
the same areas of concern we were seeing.
The ‘impermeable liner’ used to cover the pile is thin as a
garbage bag, seams are taped together, hundreds of tires are used
to weigh it down, and rebar is pierced through the plastic to hold
the tires in place. Wood pallets, sand and gravel bags add to the
chaotic solution this company and our Ministry of Environment
believe will protect our watershed.
We watched brown rainwater flowing off this garbage bag
mess! Additional water bypassed the water treatment collection
area and flowed around and underneath the site—into
Shawnigan creek and ephemeral streams. It defies belief that
there is any such thing as non-contact water as we’ve watched
contamination carried around the site, on truck tires, multiple
pieces of equipment, and on the soles of the workers’ shoes. Yet
EPA and Minister Mary Polak are okay with all that? Shawnigan
residents are not okay with this entire situation.
This permit allows contaminants from salt and
sodium/sulfur laced soils dredged from Port Moody to be
dumped here—despite a decision by Justice Mackenzie that a
contaminated soil facility was not an approved use of F1 forestry,
and a violation of the CVRD zoning bylaws,
Court of Appeal Justice Kirkpatrick overrode that decision,
granting a stay that resulted in over 100,000 tons of hazardous
soil from a Department of National Defence site in Victoria
being dumped in our fresh water watershed; despite our
understanding that both the volume and classification of the
DND soil were violations of the site’s permit.
In Appeal Court, the lawyer for the owners/operators
explained the intention to cover these contaminated soils with
three meters of clean soil, and that that would be sufficient to
plant trees and build homes on—and multiple truckloads of soil
arrive daily. How insane is that? Almost 200,000 tons of
‘untreated’ contaminated soil just dumped, to be left there
permanently, close to a legally protected CRD watershed! If our
current decisionmakers truly believe that any of this is okay...
may our children, who will pay dearly for the consequences of
this outrageous injustice, forgive us!
Sylvia Gray, Shawnigan Lake

A

Editorial: Review of Punitive Two Step Electricity Rate

long awaited—and much requested—ad is running on
the next page. It’s about input into BC’s two-step
electricity pricing review. Don’t miss having your say.
The time frame is short; comments will only be accepted until
November 24. Be sure to tell your friends and neighbours too.
It could make a big difference to your household economy.
Stepped pricing means that, during each of BCHydro’s twomonth billing periods, your first 1,350 kWh costs 8.29¢/ kWh.
Staying at this price means only using 22.1918 kWh each and
every day—fine if you are just using lights, computers, small
appliances and maybe cooking with electricity.
Go over that amount at any time during the two months and
your rate shoots up to Step 2—50% higher at 12.43¢/kWh. If
you heat with electricity, you will inevitably buy most of your
power at the Step 2 rate.
Introduced some years ago, the punitive pricing system was
intended to make people more frugal with their electricity usage.
All well and good in suburbs, towns and cities where people
have options to use gas for heating, but it is crippling and unfair
for those living in rural areas, especially the poor and elderly.

Rural folks, including islanders, often have no choice but to
heat with electricity. The minute you turn on your heat you are
into Step 2 prices. No matter how low you keep that thermostat
or how small your house is, you will be into hundreds of dollars
of heating every month. I imagine there are many single, elderly
people who are suffering from the cold and praying for mild
winters—I’m one. It’s bad enough on the coast, I can’t imagine
what it’s like in the interior.
As electricity prices have risen it has become increasingly
unsupportable and has focussed people on getting it changed.
Wood heating is no longer an option, except as power-out
heating. The cost of buying wood for heating has skyrocketted
and on the islands it’s hard to come by and may be sold to you
wet. It also causes particulate smoke and generates more C02
than our hydroelectricity.
The system is downright unfair. So get informed about
what’s in store and have your say.
—CG-W

A Wreath for Casualties of War

And she also stated ‘Keeping a clear head about these issues
is critical. A climate of fear and oppression within Canada stifles
free speech. These dangerous trends need to be named, and
challenged.’
It appears to me that she has now used the very type of ‘gag
order’ to ‘stifle free speech’ against her own Green Party
members, which she seemed to oppose in 2010. Of course in
2010 May was not yet an MP. I supported her position in
chastising Israel in 2010, but I do not support her anti-BDS
position now.
Kevin Neish, Victoria
Ed’s Note: You can read the article in our newspaper archive:
www.islandtides.com/assets/reprint/IslandTides_June24_10.pdf
Below is Elizabeth May’s response:

BTW: I will have had my second cataract operation by next
edition—so I’ll be seeing you!

Readers’ Letters

Dear Editor:
I am writing you in the hopes of initiating the inclusion of a new
wreath in Remembrance Day services across the country.
I am a first generation Canadian of immigrant Russian
German and Dutch parentage. Both were in the heart of World
War II and suffered as ‘collateral damage’. Their stories are
mostly hidden but the legacy in our family dynamics is palpable
and deeply painful.
I have always struggled with the Remembrance Day service
because of its primary focus on the military aspect of war. I felt
that so much more ought to be remembered.
Over the last several years, our Saturna choir has sung two
heartfelt songs at the service. Singing was a way to help me
participate. Still... something was missing.
Last year, in 2015, I found the courage to ask our local Lions,
organizers of the service, if I could walk up with a Wreath for
The People. They kindly said yes and came up with a perfect
description... a Wreath for Casualties of War.
And so last year, I walked slowly to the front with that wreath
and placed it on its stand. I was shaking with emotion and
tears... to finally be able to honour the history of my family and
their suffering. This wreath is now a permanent offering in our
Saturna Island Remembrance Day service.
Considering the current world situation of the death, trauma
and displacement of so many people abroad in war, my hope is
that this letter inspires other organizations, towns and cities to
consider this one addition in their service.
Sandra Kriese, Saturna Island

Mayne Refugee Support Group

The following letter was sent to the Mayne Island Refugee
Support Group.
Dear Mayne Island Refugee Support Group:
Thank you for your presentation about Mayne Island’s July 13
Syrian refugee picnic at September Trust Council. Your
presentation was very moving.
Trustees were impressed to learn of Mayne Island’s ability
to translate such an ambitious community vision into action.
The compassion and kindness shown by Mayne Islanders to
the Syrian refugees and other participants is an inspiring
example for all Canadians.
Please convey our congratulations to all involved and again,
thank you!
Peter Luckham, Chair, Islands Trust Council
Ed’s Note: To read Pam Withers’ heartwarming account of the
picnic and see Tom Hobley’s pictures, visit our newspaper
archive:www.islandtides.com/assets/reprint/IslandTides_Jul
y28-16.pdf.

Elizabeth May’s Stance on Israel

Dear Editor:
Regarding the ongoing uproar within the Green Party about
BDS and Israel: I found it interesting to re-read a June 24, 2010,
Island Tides article written by leader Elizabeth May regarding
Israel’s attack on the aid ship the Mavi Marmara, where she
seems to take a different position on Israel than she does today.
In her 2010 article she states ‘I am deeply troubled by the
failure of many in the media and in political life to distinguish
between anti-Semitic comments and legitimate criticism of the
policies of the current government of Israel. We are, as a society,
moving to a place where gag orders will ensue for anyone found
critical of the actions of Israel.’

Dear Editor:
My views have not changed at all. I admire Kevin Neish. Unlike
other party leaders who avoided comment when he was arrested
illegally in international waters in an attempt to bring relief
supplies across the Gaza blockade, I worked for his release and
made formal complaints to the Israeli Ambassador to Canada.
I do not believe the set of tactics called ‘BDS’ are appropriate
as policy for a federal party. I do not believe BDS is an effective
campaign. There are some elements within it that make sense,
such as identifying products from illegally occupied territories to
differentiate them from those within legal Israel. Noam Chomsky
has recently identified the unacceptable extremist aspects of BDS.
In fact, the BDS movement is now strengthening
Netanyahu’s hand within Israel. A very interesting commentary
which makes my point can be found at: http://zope.gushshalom.org/home/en/channels/avnery/1434212018.
I haven’t changed, suppressed free speech, or ‘gagged’ anyone.
I am baffled that anyone would think that was the case. Green
Party members are currently having an open, inclusive, and
helpful internal effort to reach consensus. Had we adhered to our
usual values and worked for consensus, I’m sure we would have
found it already.
At the convention, the first time use of ‘efficient’, winnertakes-all voting—just like in our national elections under FirstPast-the-Post—resulted in a very polarizing and divisive
outcome. Sixty people in a room in Ottawa cannot vote ‘yes’ for
something and leave 20,000 members across Canada
wondering what happened. It is not consistent with our values
and it was not democratic.
Consensus decision-making will take longer. It does require
a political culture prepared to listen respectfully even to people
with whom you disagree. But it is without question the route to
sound policymaking. For Canada and for the Green Party.
Elizabeth May, Sidney

BC Ferries Medical Travel

A version of the following letter was sent to Minister of Health
Terry Lake and BC Ferries customer service.
Dear Sir or Madam,
In October I had to travel from Texada Island to St Paul’s
Hospital in Vancouver at short notice for urgent medical tests.
To get there on Tuesday morning meant travelling on the
Thanksgiving Holiday Monday. During the five-and-a-halfhour wait at the Langdale terminal I phoned BC Ferries
Customer Service and was told that the referring agency could
arrange ‘Medical Assured Loading’.
BC Ferries provided me with information concerning this
policy by email. Note that you must be travelling on a TAP form.
More LETTERS, please turn to following page

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…

We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.

Open daily 9am to 6pm

250.539.2936
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SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND
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Why LNG?

So now we have a paradox, a roadblock on the way,
For the fourth day of November is a most important day;
The Paris Accord’s turning point, for reducing global heat
While Canada pushes LNG with fracking—all complete;
Superceding the emissions for our future that we knew—
When most of us Canadians hold a different point of view.

Has Trudeau not been listening—if not, maybe he might
Find his ‘government for the people’ is the way to get things right;
Bitumen, big-oil, tankers—they are all poised to pollute,
And Kinder Morgan’s ripe for that—and doesn’t give a hoot.
Well, we do—‘cause we live here, this is our alma-mater;
We do not want to take the chance, and then regret it later.
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A pair of eagles known as Ma and Pa Sidney make their home in an area north of Pat Bay.

In BC it is obvious, we need a smooth transition
From present fossil-fueling to renewable position.
This Fed/Provincial LNG sounds too much like a deal—
A ‘You scratch my back, I’ll scratch yours, and everybody squeal!’
Which side their bread is buttered on—all ministers should know.
But when the Feds push LNG—I wonder, does Trudeau?
—H Barry Cotton

More Readers’ Letters

Medical Assured Loading letters are generated by BC Ferries
for those patients who require assured loading. There are many
problems with this procedure:
1. This procedure does not apply to urgent travel needs or
unscheduled illness. BC Ferries does not indicate that there is
any procedure for this situation.
2. Neither health care providers nor BC Ferries knows the
procedure. For example, my niece must take a five-year-old for
chemotherapy at the Vancouver Children’s Hospital. It took
four-and-a-half-months for BC Ferries to issue the letter. It was
sent to the social worker, who forwarded it by email. This turned
out to be invalid: the original hard copy on BC Ferries letterhead
is required. However, BC Ferries did not send her a hard copy
until requested—more delay.
3. The administrative cost of this is ridiculous. My doctor and
the clinic staff are already overloaded, but maybe BC Ferries is not.
4. The information that is required includes a statement of
the medical condition. This is private information. BC Ferries
should not have any such information anywhere in its files.
5. If your vehicle is not available or you obtain a ride with
someone, the form becomes invalid, because BC Ferries
requires a vehicle description on their form.
6. Each destination must be separately listed. In my case, the
Powell River Hospital CAT scanner is out of order and I will
have to go to Comox in the near future. With overloaded
systems, equipment or staffing problems and emergencies,
destinations can change from week-to-week.
On consideration of the problem, it seems to be routine that
the sick and elderly be punished at ferry terminals. For example,
during the peak summer periods, Texada residents line up for
one-to-two hours in the hot sun in the Powell River terminal
just to get home from a medical appointment. Trips to Comox
or Campbell River take all day at a minimum, even if the starting
point is Powell River rather than Texada Island; to Vancouver
or Victoria from many destinations involves an overnight stay.
Most of the costs of medical travel are born by individuals
or their families. Only a few of the actual costs are even tax
deductible (eg, cost of food and lodging for a required escort, let
alone for family member or friend’s company when an escort
is not specified on the TAP form). In the case where either the
patient or the escort is working, the extra time off work has to
be considered as an additional cost of ferry waits, to the
individuals involved and to the economy.
Stress is well known to increase morbidity. Considered from
a population point of view, the stress of travel for medical services

Request for Comments

will add to the costs of health care. While it may not be possible
to control all stressors, ferry travel could be made less stressful.
The solution to the problem is for all travel on TAP forms to
be ‘assured loading’. This would not increase costs, either to the
Health Care system or to BC Ferries. It would make a very big
difference to those who are sick and unwell.
I look forward to hearing from you,
Frances V Abbott, Gillies Bay

Eliminate Polio for Good

Dear Editor:
It was just 22-years-ago, in 1994, that Canada was declared
‘polio free’. Until a vaccine was developed in 1955, polio crippled
tens of thousands of Canadians, mostly children, peaking in
1953 when 500 died and 9,000 were crippled. Canada’s last
major polio epidemic was in 1959, leaving 2,000 paralyzed. It
took a breakthrough by an American doctor named Jonas Salk
to develop a vaccine to finally control polio and Canada had its
last case in 1977.
World-wide, however, it’s a different story. While polio is
controlled in most countries, India only recently became ‘polio
free’ along with several other Asian countries including
Bangladesh, Nepal and Thailand. That is a huge achievement
for many reasons but polio continues to devastate Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Nigeria, and as recently as 2003, outbreaks
were reported in the Horn of Africa and Syria which is terribly
frightening. In a world on the move, this highly infectious
disease that knows no borders could still affect the world’s
children, including Canadians.
The good news is, we are very close to eradicating polio.
There are 99% fewer cases in 2016 than there were in 1988,
when the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) was
launched—but that last 1% could easily get away on us. We need
a concerted effort and a last financial push to reach the goal of
a ‘polio free’ world by 2020. If we miss this opportunity, polio
could easily spread into epidemic proportions again and we
simply cannot let that happen. Donor countries must step up
and join together to defeat polio for good. Canada, as a polio
survivor, must show the world we are firmly committed to
global health. For an additional investment of $150 million to
the GPEI, Canada can help make those last few countries ‘polio
free’ and relegate polio to the history books. Please call or write
your MP and Prime Minister Trudeau and tell them that you
support this investment for a polio free world.
Paulie Duhaime, Calgary 0
Sixth floor, 900 Howe Street, Vancouver, BC, V6Z 2N3
TEL: (604) 660-4700
BC Toll Free: 1-800-663-1385
FAX: (604) 660-1102
www.bcuc.com

Residential two-tier electricity rates
Most residents in BC pay for electricity on a two-tier rate (known as a residential inclining block rate or a
residential conservation rate). Under the two-tier rates, customers pay a lower price for electricity consumed
up to a threshold and a higher price for electricity consumed above the threshold.
The BC Minister of Energy and Mines has asked the British Columbia Utilities Commission to report to the
government on the impact of these two-tier rates.
Request for your comments
As part of the Commission’s review, BC Hydro and FortisBC have filed reports on the impacts these rates
have had on their customers. The Commission is seeking comments on BC Hydro and FortisBC’s reports.

These reports, titled BC Hydro Utility Report and FortisBC Utility Report, can be found on the
Commission’s website at www.bcuc.com under Current Proceedings > BCUC RIB Rate Report > Hearing
and Other Documents or http://www.bcuc.com/ApplicationView.aspx?ApplicationId=506.
Please provide your comments using the Commission’s Letter of Comment Form found online at
http://www.bcuc.com/Register-Letter-of-Comment.aspx. All comments must be received in writing.

Please send your written comments by email or mail to the Commission Secretary on or before Thursday,
November 24, 2016 at:
Email: Commission.Secretary@bcuc.com
Mail:
Ms. Laurel Ross, Acting Commission Secretary, BC Utilities Commission
Sixth Floor, 900 Howe Street, Vancouver, BC V6Z 2N3
For more information please contact the Commission using the contact information above or by phone at
18006631385.

www.islandtides.com
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Impacts of Salt Spring
Island incorporation

n contingency planning mode, the Islands Trust has
approved a 6-month transition plan in the event of the
incorporation of Salt Spring Island. The plan addresses how
the Islands Trust would adapt to what is estimated to be an
annual budget shortfall of $540,000 should Salt Spring Island
become a self-governing municipality. The Islands Trust’s
Transition Plan concludes that the incorporation of Salt Spring
would lead to a $840,000 shortfall in taxes, but would save
$300,000 in administration costs.
Trust Council has ‘not made a determination as to how it
wishes to address service or taxation levels.’ However, the plan
does say that in a ‘worst-case scenario’, the reduction of threeto-five planning positions would be necessary. ‘Without an
increase in funding or a significant change in operations, there
would be a reduction in planning capacity and service to the
remaining members of the Islands Trust,’ the report reads. ‘In
the process of finding a new way forward, the organization
would face challenges and may struggle initially. We will not
have all of the answers at the right time and we will need to
make some difficult choices. Allowing for some uncertainty
ultimately may provide an opportunity for creative thinking and
better solutions for the future.’
In 2012, elected officials on Salt Spring requested a second
governance study to look at the ramifications of becoming a
municipality. In April 2015, the Ministry of Community, Sport
and Cultural Development announced funding to support a
community-led incorporation study of the financial,
governance and service implications of municipal
incorporation. That study is currently underway. No
referendum date has been set yet. 0
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MEETING

School District #64 (Gulf
Islands). Regular meetings of the
Board of School Trustees will be
held on Wednesday, Nov 9, 2016
at the Galiano Community
School. Meeting commencing at
1pm. Public Welcome! Agenda:
http://sd64.bc.ca/district/schoolboard-meetings/.

Next deadline:
November 9
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Heading home. Salmon below Stamp Falls on their way to their spawning grounds.
SD No.64 - GULF ISLANDS

All these dedicated individuals make
our schools wonderful places to learn.

Congratulations and thank you from the
Board of Education!
Years of Service
NAME
Marianne Allan
Tom Graham
Maggie Allison
Richard Bennett
Glynis Finer
Olive Mann
Susan Garside
Maurice Last
Marie Mullen
John Pringle
Milly Sinclair
Kristi Spencer
Carol Arnold
Boe Beardsmore
Mylene Dammel-Sherrin
Stefan Fedorowich
John Finer
Ian Mitchell
Marzanne Munro
Lyall Ruehlen
Andrea Sowden
Tiffany Wightman
Christianne Wiigs
Paulette Zacharias
Marianne Banman
David Curran
Ray DeVicque
Virginia Grimmer
Amber Harvey
Paul Johnson
Tom Langdon
Vince McGrath
Andy McNish
Larry Melious
Jessica Reveley
Janice Shields
Halim Ali Ouhammou
Jason Bickle
Brad Bunyan
Meghan Carrico
Vivienne Challandes
Kelley Clarke
Linda Dixon
Chelsa England
David Gagnon
Amy Haysom
Melissa Hingston
Mark Kilner
Heather Korsa
Peter Legun
Brenda Lepine
Pauline Martens
Charley Mayer
Meron Mazhari
Carol McOuat
Sarah Anne Mills
Clare Nuyens
Rick Upton
Tanya Wilson-Grant
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10
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5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
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5
5
5
5
5
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AROUND THE ISLANDS

Mid-Island Mushroom Festival

A festival in Errington this October helped provide identification
information about local mushrooms—the edible, the beautiful,
the weird and the dangerous. This was particularly cogent this
year following the death of a three-year-old Victoria boy, after he
ate a death cap while mushroom-picking with his parents.
The festival, this year in support of the Wildlife Recovery
Centre, is an annual event which drew a crowd of 800 people
last year. Held on the centre’s grounds, presentations,
entertainers, mushroom displays, local artisans and food
vendors were featured. Presentations included ‘The Hunt for
Morel Mushrooms’, ‘Wild Edible Mushrooms for Beginners’
and ‘How to Grow Mushrooms’.
The death of the three-year-old in Victoria was the first
recorded death cap fatality in BC. In the past, pickers have
become ill, but all have recovered.

A Creative Idea—Nanaimo Public Food Forest

A publicly owned laneway previously overrun by blackberry
bushes and littered with old mattresses, candy wrappers and used
needles has been transformed into the first public food forest in
Nanaimo. This edible landscape garden called the South End
Community Food Forest has been created through a collaborative
community effort which involved over 200 volunteers and 11
community partner organizations and businesses.
The community celebrated the official opening of the food
forest on October 21. The project began when the Island Crisis
Care Society reached out to the South End Community
Association (SECA) to request that something be done to
improve the safety and appearance of the site. Present at that
meeting were representatives of the Mid-Island Community
Development Co-op (MyCDC), a local non-profit cooperative
that develops grassroots greening projects, and who decided to
spearhead the project alongside SECA. MyCDC was quickly able
to gather support from the City of Nanaimo, local community
partners and a large crew of volunteers who began the hard
work of removing garbage, pulling out blackberries, digging
holes and moving tons of manure and leaves. Through several
work parties and the ‘Art in the Food Forest’ event on August
13, the landscape has been transformed into lush edible garden
beds and decorated with vibrant pieces of art made by
community members.
‘The space is now unrecognizable from its gloomy look when
we first started cleaning it up,’ said MyCDC director Ben
Geselbracht. ‘This project really serves as an excellent example
of the power of community engagement, and of what we can
accomplish as a city towards producing more food and beauty.
I think Nanaimo needs more projects like this.’

Galiano Health Care Clinic is 25

‘Long may it bring health, happiness and good comfort to all
who live on and love this most wonderful island.’
Those were the words of then president Art Wood when
ribbon cutting for the brand new Galiano Island Health Care
Clinic on April 27, 1991. It had taken a huge effort and large
donations of money, labour, and materials to get our doctor into
a proper medical setting. I’m sure islanders breathed a sigh of
relief that there would be less need for health care trips offisland, while tourists likely felt a wee bit safer as well.
The Health Care Clinic has become so busy in the past quarter
century that now the Board is fundraising for an expansion. And
what goes around comes around… the people spearheading this
fundraising, the current Board President and Treasurer, are none
other than the daughters of one of the early presidents, Bill
Sashaw! A benevolent and hard working dynasty, we are

-Dawn Lybarger

www.islandtides.com

extremely grateful for Diane Matson and Carol Wilson.
To celebrate the Health Care Clinic’s Silver Anniversary, we
are holding a Gala at the Galiano Oceanfront Inn on December
3. The evening starts with cocktails, with a lovely meal and wine
pairing to follow, ending with music and dancing. Fancy dress,
or wear your best jeans. Tickets are $99, with half the proceeds
going toward the clinic. Tickets are available at the Inn, Galiano
Island Books, or the clinic. Come celebrate with us!

Cedric Literary Awards Local Winners

The Cedric Literary Awards have been won by three local
authors from Chemainus, Victoria and Salt Spring Island. Each
winner was awarded $3,000 at a special reception that was held
at the Union Club of Victoria on October 15. The Cedric Awards
recognize unpublished English and French-speaking authors
above the age of 50 who write creative non-fiction, fiction and
poetry. This year was the program’s second in operation, and
since its inception, the contest has attracted nearly 300
participants.
Joel Scott, of Chemainus, won the award for his work of
fiction titled ‘Jack’. In the creative non-fiction category, Salt
Spring Islander Beth Hawkes took the top prize for her work
titled ‘Seasons’. And First Nations writer Sidney Harris of
Victoria won an award for his story ‘Morning Song’s Legacy’.

Salish Orca Completed!

The first of BC Ferries three new Salish Class vessels will be
headed for its new home this fall under its own power. The
Salish Orca will depart its construction site in Poland in the next
few months and will sail by the Canary Islands, through the
Panama Canal, and up the west coast of North America. The
ship should arrive in BC by the end of the year.
The artwork for the Orca was just finished by aboriginal
artist Darlene Gait. BC Ferries posted a time-lapse video of the
art being completed on facebook, which can be seen at
www.facebook.com/britishcolumbiaferries/.

Fall Storms Blow Across the Islands

Three early wind storms blew across the Gulf Islands in midOctober, cancelling ferries and causing short power outages on
most islands. On October 15, BC Ferries cancelled all sailings
across Georgia Strait for the afternoon and evening, though the
small ferries were still able to brave the white caps to transport
people between the islands and Vancouver Island.
Though the storms were lighter than predicted, winds still
reached 90-kilometres-per-hour across sections of Vancouver
Island and the Gulf Islands. Over the three-day period between
October 13 and 16, a total of 290,000 households dealt with
power outages. In Vancouver, Stanley Park was closed on
October 15 as a precaution, but opened again the next morning.
Trees and branches fell all across the coast, littering roads with
debris. Storms which occur when deciduous leaves are still on
trees tend to cause more damage than after leaf drop.

Galiano Rezoning

A rezoning application that has been in the works since 2013 has
been approved by the Galiano Island Local Trust Committee. A
55-hectare parcel of Forest 1 zoned land will be rezoned into five
residential lots totalling 11 hectares, a 20.5-hectare lot for
sustainable forest management practices, a 10.7 hectare
waterfront park, to be managed by the CRD, and around 10
hectares of forest to be added to Provincial Park land in the area.
The net proceeds of the sale of one of the residential lots will
go towards affordable housing projects on Galiano.
The owners, Bowie and Anna Keefer, have covenanted the
20.5 hectares of sustainable forest practice with the Galiano
Conservancy Association. 0
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Hikers on the beach, Galiano Island.

News Digest
Current Oil and Gas Fields Push Us Above 2ºC

A new study by Oil Change International examined how much
more we can expand oil, gas and coal production before we push
the climate above the 2ºC mark—the answer is, none. The oil,
gas and coal in the current mines and wells alone would be
enough, if burned, to commit earth to catastrophic climate
change.
Scientists have said that in order to have a two-thirds chance
of staying below global temperature increases of 2ºC, we can
emit 800 gigatons more of CO2 into the atmosphere. The study
says that our current oil and gas wells and coal mines contain
942 gigatons of CO2—well above our limit.
‘It’s not that if we keep eating like this for a few more decades
we’ll be morbidly obese,’ wrote environmentalist Bill McKibben
in a New Republic article. ‘It’s that if we eat what’s already in
the refrigerator we’ll be morbidly obese.’
‘If we’re even remotely serious about stopping runaway
climate change we can’t build any new fossil fuel infrastructure
anywhere,’ McKibben continued. ‘The frontier of the fossil fuel
industry, which has been expanding for three centuries, must
be closed. Now. This is not ideology. It’s just simple math.’

Only $18 A Week for Food?

To raise awareness for those trying to live on welfare, 100 British
Columbians from across the province took part in the Welfare
Food Challenge, organized by Raise the Rates, in October. The
challenge gets citizens and politicians to cover their food costs for
a week with only $18. This is roughly what those on welfare have
to do every week. Welfare in the province is $610 a month. That’s
minus what experts estimate is $479 for the cheapest possible
rent in Vancouver, $20 for room deposit, $25 for a cellphone, and
$10 for personal hygiene and laundry—and without allowing for
clothing, transit, haircuts, or any social events.
Among those taking the challenge are Vancouver City
Councillor Andrea Reimer, MP Jenny Kwan, and union leaders
Victor Elkins of the Hospitals Employee Union and Glen
Hansman of the BC Teachers.
There has been no increase in welfare for nearly 10 years.
Around 185,000 people rely on welfare in BC, including 35,000
children.

Great Climate Race Fundraises for Solar

The second annual Great Climate Race took place in Vancouver
on October 30 this year. Beginning at Stanley Park the 10k or
2.5k walk or run crowdfunded for local renewable energy
projects and is also a ‘zero waste’ event.
This year, one of the projects the race is sponsoring is the
Tsleil-Waututh Nation Solar Project. The nation, which is one
of the leading voices of opposition against Kinder Morgan, is
building a new administration building and health care centre
in North Vancouver. That building will include a grid-tied solar
project featuring 47,000 kilowatt/hours of solar capacity.
Another project that is being supported by the race is Bowen
Community School, which is working to complete a 30-panel,
7.95 kilowatt solar installation. The Creekside Paddling Centre
in Vancouver’s False Creek is installing a 15 kilowatt solar
system at the centre, which is located across the water from
Science World and will offer visitors the opportunity to get a
close-up look at the array.
As well as those projects, a major part of the funds from the
Great Climate Race will go towards the OrcaLab, a whale
research centre located on a remote island near Alert Bay. The
lab currently generates part of their electricity by solar, but they
are planning on expanding to 100% renewable energy. This will

include the addition of a wind turbine. Last year, the OrcaLab
was supported with $5,000 from the race.

Vancouver Climate Rebels Rally and March

Climate Convergence Vancouver is organizing a rally and march
in downtown Vancouver this November to oppose the Kinder
Morgan expansion project. The federal government is due to
make a decision on Kinder Morgan by the end of December.
Environmental groups across the country are making a final
push to get the message out that they do not give the
government permission for this project.
The Vancouver march and rally will take place on November
19, beginning in front of City Hall, heading across Cambie Street
Bridge, to end at Library Square with music and speakers. More
info at www.facebook.com/events/128002137658093/.

Volume of Alberta Pipeline Spill Is Still
Unknown

Though nearly a month has gone by since a leak in a pipeline in
northwest Alberta was first found, neither the cause nor size of
the leak has been discovered.
The spill leaked from an underground pipeline near Fox
Creek, Alberta, located at Trilogy Energy Corp’s Kaybob
Montney oil project. President and chief of Trilogy, John
Williams, said in an interview with online newssource DeSmog
that the leak was small in size and therefore ‘very difficult to
detect’. Williams also said he would rather not speculate on
what caused the spill as that ‘doesn’t do any good’.
The crude oil leaked into what Trilogy has estimated as three
hectares of wetland (about the size of 21 tennis courts). Work
crews are currently excavating the pipe and removing any
contaminated soil they come across in the process. Two dead
birds have been found covered in oil, but no other impacts on
wildlife have yet been discovered.

Enbridge Cuts Workforce by 5%

As part of an organizational review that begun in early 2016,
Enbridge has announced that it will be reducing its workforce
by 5%. Approximately 530 positions will be cut—370 in Canada
and 160 in the US. Enbridge has said that it is committed to
treating its employees with respect—providing support to those
it lays off, as well as to those that remain.
Enbridge has said that the cuts are not related to the
purchase of Spectra Energy Corp for $37 billion. ‘It is focused
on what we need to do to achieve our strategy of growth and
diversification, enhance our competitiveness, and allow us to
capitalize on opportunities now and into the future,’ the
company said.

Oil Industry Loses $10 Billion

The Canadian oil industry is expected to shrink this year—by
$10 billion pre-tax, according to the Conference Board of
Canada. This follows a record loss of $11 billion in 2015. The
board also estimates that the sector’s losing streak will last until
the second quarter of 2017, and that this year, profit margins
will hit record lows to a negative 19%.
The board also expects that production will contract slightly
this year, which hasn’t happened since the 2008 financial
downturn. Production is expected to decline by 1% this year, in
part because of the disruption from the Fort McMurray
wildfires, and partially because of a cutbacks in investment.
The issues of profitability in the sector is causing investors
to pullback. In 2015, for instance, investment by Canada’s oil
producers was estimated to have been slashed by almost $25
billion. 0
www.islandtides.com

What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Fri, Sat & Sun, November 4, 5 & 6

Nanaimo Professional Craft Fair—Get an early start on
Christmas shopping; lots of mid-Island artisans offering a variety of
crafts, art and handiwork; hourly door prizes plus a grand prize •
Beban Park Social Centre • Fri: 12-8pm, Sat: 10am-5pm, Sun:
10am-4pm • Admission (unlimited): $4 • Vendor info: 250.752.2010
or jaynecraftfair@gmail.com • NANAIMO

Tuesday, November 8

Town Hall on Bill C-51—Hosted by Elizabeth May, MP Saanich–
Gulf Islands; Partipants are encouraged to bring their questions,
comments and concerns to share with Elizabeth • Room B-150,
Bob Wright Centre, University of Victoria • 7-8:30pm • VICTORIA

Fri, Sat, & Sun, November 11, 12, 13

39th Annual Creative Craft Fairs—Shop for Xmas gifts with over
125 professional exhibitors: specialty
food, stainglass, jewellery, woodwork,
fine art, photography, clothing,
homemade soap, specialty imports;
continuous draw prizes and
demonstrations • Pearkes Centre (behind
Tillicum Mall) • Fri: 12-8pm; Sat: 10am-5pm; Sun: 10am-4pm •
Info: www.creativecraftfairs.com • VICTORIA

Fri, Sat & Sun, November 18, 19 & 20

10th Annual Giant Book Sale & 2nd Annual Jewels for Literacy
Sale—A Salt Spring Literacy Society fundraiser • Farmers’ Institute
• 10am–4pm • Preview Night for society members on Thurs, Nov
17, 6:30-8:30pm, memberships $10 at the door • Supported by
the Rotary Club of Salt Spring Island • SALT SPRING

Saturday, November 19

Yuletide Gift Faire—Gourmet food and gifts; kitchen and
concession open • Pender Island Community Hall • 10am-4pm •
Admission by donation, fundraiser for the Hall • PENDER

Friday to Sunday, December 2, 3 & 4

Beaver Point Hall 32nd Annual Christmas Craft
Fair—Come share our local artisans’ wares where
they were created and meant to be experienced; it
is worth the trip • Beaver Point Hall, 1361 Beaver
Point Road • Friday: 5-9pm; Sat: 10am-5pm; Sun:
10am-4pm • Info: www.beaverpointhall.org • SALT
SPRING

SHORELINE
DESIGN

• Specializing in water

access over steep

& rugged
terrain

• Fully insured

• Excellent
references

Peter Christenson • 250-858-9575
www.shorelinedesign.ca

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.
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Buffalo and their calves roam in Black Creek bison farm on Vancouver Island, in the Comox Valley.

Silver Maynes’
Christmas - Allan Evans

The Mayne Island School gymnasium is booked for December 3 for
the Silver Maynes Christmas dinner and dance. The doors will open
at 5:30pm to reveal a dining room, beautifully decorated with a
Christmas tree and a Silver Maynes membership desk nearby. Sue
Duncan of ‘Dinners By Design’ will cater the meal, as she did last
year—except for desserts. It is an ancient tradition with the Silver
Maynes that members donate their favourite desserts for a special
dessert table, and it is usually loaded with wonderful creations from
Mayne Island kitchens. I’m sure that this year will continue the
tradition. Santa will come again—that is, if he can escape from our
local hardware store. No, he does not live at the North Pole.
Once we know how many guests plan to attend the dinner, our
social committee will set out to run down the turkeys that we intend
to devour. Old timers on our island will remember that Mayne once
had a few wild peacocks, but the last of them, a vainglorious male
of limited intelligence, disappeared about the time of Thanksgiving
one year. That was purely coincidental, as far as I know, and,
anyway, the tale has nothing to do with the Silver Maynes Christmas
dinner.
After dinner there will be a dance, with music by Bob Connolly.
Our members can dance, or at least they could, once upon a time,
and wish they still could. The year may be drawing to a close, and
night crowds in on the evening hours, but we are ready for another
merry Christmas. We look forward to our yearly visit from Santa
Claus and we hope that he overlooks our shortcomings in 2016, as
he has done in previous years. 0
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Transformation of global power markets led by renewables, says new report
n a new report, the International Energy Agency says
that last year, renewables accounted for more than half
of the increase in power capacity. The report says that
half-a-million solar panels were installed every day last year
around the world. In China, it says, there were two wind
turbines set up every hour.
Renewable energy sources, such as wind, solar and hydro,
are seen as a key element in international efforts to combat
climate change.
At this stage, it is the capacity to generate power that has
overtaken coal, rather than the amount of electricity currently
produced. Renewables can be intermittent—they depend on
the amount of sunlight or the wind blowing—unlike coal
which once mined and stockpiled can be used to generate
electricity 24-hours a day, year round. So renewable
technologies tend to generate a lot less than their capacity.
Even so it is striking development. The IEA’s Executive
Director Fatih Birol said ‘We are witnessing a transformation
of global power markets led by renewables’.
The expansion of renewable capacity reflects reductions
in the cost of onshore wind turbines and solar panels which
the report describes as impressive; reductions that would
have been ‘unthinkable just five years ago’. The IEA expects
the trend of declining costs to continue. Those technologies
are likely to account for three-quarters of future growth.
Hydropower will continue growing, the report says, but it
is likely to do so more slowly than before.
Another factor mentioned by the report is government
policies that provide financial incentives for using renewable
power sources. The United States, for example, has extended

tax credits. The report says policy changes in China, India and
Mexico have also been important forces behind the increased
forecast for the growth of the sector.
The IEA says the ‘centre of gravity’ for renewable growth
is moving to emerging markets. China, the report says,
‘remains the undisputable global leader of renewable energy
expansion, representing close to 40% of growth’.
Although this report does point to a much bigger role for
renewables than seemed likely very recently, it still thinks
there’s a need for more. In other areas of energy use, beyond
electricity, renewables have made less impressive inroads.
Birol commented: ‘even these higher expectations remain
modest compared with the huge untapped potential of
renewables’.
And in other areas of energy use, beyond electricity,
renewables have made less impressive inroads. In transport
and heating ‘progress in renewables penetration… remains
slow’, according to the report.
It also says there is a need for more action on climate
change. Renewable energy—for electricity and other uses—is
a key group of technologies for reducing emissions of
greenhouse gases, notably carbon dioxide. Renewables are
supplying energy that would probably otherwise have come
from burning fossil fuels such as coal and oil, which yield
greenhouse gases as a waste product.
The IEA says that international targets for limiting climate
change will ‘require stronger decarbonisation rates [which
means the replacement of fossil fuels] and accelerated
penetration of renewables in all three sectors: power,
transport and heat’. 0

Switch Off Oil and Save
If you’ve been thinking about
switching off oil for home heating,
we can help make it affordable
and easy.
For a limited time, get a $750
credit from Superior Propane
to offset the cost of switching
from oil to propane.*

Moon Dates:

Learn more at SwitchOffOil.ca
or call 1-855-371-7700
* $750 one time bill credit applicable only to home heat customers switching from oil heat to
propane heat. Propane furnace or boiler installation required through a Superior Propane Certified
Partner. 2000 litre minimum annual consumption. Credit will be applied to customer’s account after
first fill, please allow 8 weeks. Offer expires November 18, 2016. Conditions apply, please call for
details. ® Superior Propane is a registered trademark of Superior Plus LP in Canada.

BUY | RAISE | MOVE | LEVEL

BUY RECYCLED HOMES
RAISE Increase Square Footage
MOVE Subdivide Your Lot!
LEVEL Repair Foundation Issues

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-320-2268

www.islandtides.com

Full: Nov 14
New: Nov 29

Full: Dec 13
New: Dec 29

Roasting Fancy Coffee

for mail orders since 1982

from Thetis Island to you
www.potofgoldcoffee.com

Voluntary Subscriptions Make A Difference!
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Saturna Notes - Priscilla Ewbank
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LOOKING FOR LIGHT

his time of year, some days are just
dour. You have to work all the angles to
get them up and running. Good music,
bright clothes for the day, definitely a walk—
one foot in front of the other. A joyful dog helps
with ears alert, eyes on super-binocular, and a
good nose into the wind. Its legs start to windup as something juicy sails by on the air
currents that dogs are tuned into!
Walking out at East Point, which has been
so dry, barren almost, for the summer, it is a
delight to see the moss back to emerald
mounds, swelling like dry sponges tossed into

possibly be as it low-arcs behind the grey sky.
East Point, Fiddler’s Cove, Winter Cove and
Thompson Park are my go-to places to give my
heart and soul a boost. This time of year, the
maple, both vine and big leaf, are big blasts of
yellow lighting up the hills or piled crunchily
along the road. Lyall Harbour Hill Road is
packed with gold right now.
I am also deeply grateful to Ian Rowe, Carol
Money, Annie Popperwell and others who
have plantings alongside their properties.
These gardens are all about 30-years-old.
Gorgeous trees and shrubs that perform
through their seasonal cycles giving you
pleasure as you pass; in some places with
the contrast of big Douglas firs that
backdrop the Japanese maples, roses,
heathers, magnolias, cherry trees,
rhodendrons, and many deer-proof
plants. In providing beauty and
sanctuary for their homes, these
neighbours give a gift to us all.

Len Horne Is 96!

MOSS

the dishpan—poof! The plants that make up
the expanse are so tiny that they are lost to your
eyes as you gaze at the green mounds.
But where are the mushrooms? I am used
to lots of variety and lots of them at Haggis
Farm. Not so far have I seen the usual
cornucopia in my neck of the woods.
I have a Saturna friend who says November
is one of her favorite months. I look at her in
astonishment—she looks normal! But are we
ever put together differently!
I give myself carte blanche to go to wherever
the light is maximized by bouncing off the
ocean. I pay attention to where the sun might

interested in everything and everybody. If he
was there physically he can share with you all
that his heart and mind saw and answer
questions with curiosity and enjoyment. He
is as interested in telling you just how that
bridge was actually positioned and what they
had to do to do it ‘in those days’ as he is in
considering the emotional content of his life;
the way people were in those days; and how
they might have thought about an action that
they took.
He says, ‘I wasn’t a good man in my first
marriage. I was unkind. I have learned.’
His wife Rosemary, who died 10 years
ago, was truly the love of his life and he
obviously loved the years of their marriage
and appreciated who she was and what she
brought to him as a partner. She was a British
nurse in the Yukon and they spent their first
year living in a boxcar in Fort Saint
Something or Other in the northern back of
beyond while he was on a project.
Len lives alone and is a beloved member
of the local Better at Home program with a
band of people who visit and appreciate his
lively mind, wonderful humour, zest for life—
his determination to keep that wood furnace
running and his home operational so he can
remain where he feels so at home, on Saturna

Island. Len phones in regularly morning and
night to two people who keep close tabs on
him.
At Len’s party, we have three or so smart,
capable community members in their
eighties who are friends and who look to end
their days here, at home, on Saturna with the
help of families and friends.
Len is right up to date with current affairs.
He wrote a book two years ago and has
another on the go. He keeps in touch widely
through his computer. He is an ardent
supporter of changing the first-past-the-post
electoral system and of Elizabeth May.
He is a thorn in the side of BCHydro as he
knows they can’t possibly be reading his
smart meter because he has no signal. He has
threatened to take them to court as they are
billing with no idea of what the actual charges
should be. Len knows the basics of contract
law and froths at how cavalier BCHydro is!
In his introduction to his pub birthday
celebration, Len thanked the people who
work at the Lighthouse Pub and the General
Store for all their caring towards island
customers—the many times they go out of
their way to make something work out and
for being so important to the fabric of the
island he calls home and loves so much. 0

Len’s Horn’s 96th Birthday was a
‘welcome to all’ to celebrate with Len at
the Lighthouse Pub. Len’s entire family
was there as well as his Saturna family.
Len had the microphone and the evening
at the pub with singer guitarists John
Gahn and, later on, one of our local
Saturna groups. Len told the assembled
jokes, sang a fado (cowboy lament) from
1940’s northern Brazil he had heard
often as boy and in general entertained
us in clear voice with twinkling eyes and
no hint of self conciousness. To the relief
of us mere mortals, when Len got to the
end of one complicated joke he laughed,
smiled broadly and said, ‘I forgot the
punchline!’
Len’s mother was English and raised
the three siblings. His father, mostly away, was
ShiftintoWinter.ca DriveBC.ca
a mining engineer and they divorced when Len
was a boy. Len stayed with his father in South
America and grew up in mining camps with a
native Brazilian young man as a ‘nanny’. After
age 12 or so he was sent to a boarding school.
Len graduated university as a civil engineer
and has had a hand in surveying middle and
northern British Columbia and building
Report Road and Safety Hazards to our 24HR hotline:
practically every bridge in BC and up into the
Yukon.
Len is one of those people that is our
substitute for being that magical fly on the wall.
Please share feedback southisland@mainroad.ca
He has a phenomenal memory and is
www.islandtides.com

CONDITIONS CHANGE
SO SHOULD YOUR SPEED

Slow down.

Mainroad South Island Contracting serving
Duncan, Malahat, Greater Victoria, Sooke,
Southern Gulf Islands.

1.877.391.7310
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Sidney Spit on a now-forgotten summer day.

A

Connecting the islands

recent meeting at Tsawout First Nation
brought together Islands Trustees, CRD
Directors, representatives of the Chambers of
Commerce, business owners, First Nations and other
community leaders from the Southern Gulf Islands.
The topic was the Experience the Gulf Islands
initiative, which is focused on bringing Galiano,
Mayne, Pender, Salt Spring and Saturna Islands
together under a single brand and coordinating
community tourism opportunities. The group is
looking for ways to strengthen island economies year
round, align priorities and encourage planned
investments in transportation infrastructure that will
benefit locals and visitors alike.
This challenge is not new. Historically, the
Southern Gulf Islands were an integral part of the
regional economy of the Cowichan and Penelekut to
the north and the WS̱ áNEć territory to the south.
Loosely defined, WS̱ áNEć means ‘raised up’ and it also
included the Saanich Peninsula, the San Juan Islands
and stretched further afield to Point Roberts, Lummi
and the homeland of other indigenous people in
Northwest Washington.
In the past, as it is today, island life throughout the
fall, winter and early spring months was difficult. But
historically the region was economically integrated
and ecologically/socially interdependent. The
Southern Gulf Islands and Salish Sea were the
summer home to a vibrant society of culturally
diverse people. They were the key resource
development and harvesting areas, transportation
routes, and thrived with biodiversity. They were also
inextricably linked with the mainland and Saanich
Peninsula. The summer resources that were
harvested on the islands sustained the people in their
winter villages on the peninsula.
The Canadian government system has named the
portion of the territory north of the border as the
federal riding of Saanich-Gulf Islands and the
provincial riding of Saanich North & the Islands.
For WS̱ áNEć, unlike what the name of the
provincial riding suggests, the Gulf Islands were not
an add-on afterthought, rather, they have always
been an essential part of the whole. The islands are
part of our family and the glue that binds the eastern
and western shores of the Salish Sea.
These days, Gulf Islanders are working to

- Adam Olsen

establish sustainable, year-round economies. In part,
because independence has replaced the
interdependence that at one time allowed the culture
to thrive, wealth to accumulate and
people/biodiversity to flourish.
Of course, it’s different now, but there’s something
to be learned from life-rhythms of the WS̱ áNEć. The
Gulf Islands and Saanich Peninsula are still
fundamentally connected—the Salish Sea still
provides the transportation route. Islanders come
into the Saanich Peninsula for shopping, health
services and recreation, which in turn stimulates
business. The Gulf Islands offer world-class
destinations with trails, beaches, vibrant arts and
culture, serenity, peace and mindfulness for residents
of the Saanich Peninsula and beyond.
But it’s not just about business; it’s about
becoming people of the region and it’s about how we
understand our connection to this ancient place.
It’s exciting to be part of the collaborative
discussions about creating deeper interconnectivity
between the Gulf Islands and the Saanich Peninsula
and perhaps one day creating stronger connections
to the San Juan Islands and Northwest Washington.
There are tough challenges to creating sustainable,
resilient communities. Increased population,
housing, transportation, pollution, and healthcare
services are just a few of the factors to be considered.
Most importantly, it is our responsibility to protect
the ecologically diverse and sensitive Salish Sea and
nurture its complex and frail ecosystems. Perhaps if
we take note of the rhythms of the past and find ways
to interact with our territory guided by the wisdom
that served the WS̱ áNEć people for centuries we will
create a more vital collection of integrated
communities that are part of the whole.
Never has overcoming this challenge been more
important as governments and corporations push for
the industrialization of the Salish Sea, which is
threatening the environment, and is contrary to the
economic and social needs of the region.
Saanich North & the Islands is one region with
distinct, unique parts that have always been better
together. By strengthening the physical connections
and aligning the cultural and community vision and
values we will ‘raise up’ the entire area, together. 0

Fire Cadet Camp on Pender

With the first day of fall semester a faint
memory, it’s not too soon for teens to
think what to do in Spring Break. For
islands teens, if a family trip to the sun is
not on the cards, there’s something
equally exciting and entirely different to
do close to home.
Over the last decade, Pender Islands’
excellent firefighting facility and its
inspiring staff and volunteer firefighters,
Pender Fire/Rescue, has created an
extraordinary fire cadet training course
for 15-18 year-olds.
The cadet firecamp model, developed
on Pender by Deputy Firechief Mike
Dine, is so successful that it has spread
(like wildfire?) to other fire departments
and facilities in the province. Gulf Islands
Fire/Rescue Cadet Camp, endorsed by
the Canadian Association of Fire Chiefs,
now takes place every second year—so
don’t leave it till next year.
March 2017 will be the seventh time it
has taken place. Nowadays, the camp,
run at the Pender Firehall, is a joint
venture with Salt Spring Fire/Rescue.
The course prospectus says: ‘The
intense week offers rigorous instruction
and hands-on training in structure fires,
auto extrication, high-angle rope rescue,
search and rescue, medical first response
and other related skills, totaling 100
hours of training over six days. Firefighter
training has been shown to be a great way
to challenge teens—mentally and
physically—and this unique boot camp
has helped its graduates reach new levels
of confidence, self-esteem, strength, and
initiative. There will be a strong emphasis
on teamwork, physical fitness,
community service and fun! The cadets
live and work with firefighters and
community mentors 24-hours-a-day for
six consecutive days with this level of
immersion and intensity having shown
remarkable learning results.’
The camp is made possible through
hundreds of volunteer hours contributed

Planning on Building?

by more than 40 firefighters and support
crews from Pender and Salt Spring
Fire/Rescue. As well, a number of cadet
program graduates (now all qualified
firefighters) will be returning to lend a
hand.
The application period ends on
November 15. Fire Cadet Camp is not
restricted to islanders, so sign-up anyone
who wants the unique islands’
experience of a young lifetime. Pender
Island Fire/Rescue Chief Charlie Boyte
states, ‘Every cadet camp brings us a
new appreciation for the commitment,
passion and determination of the teens
in our local communities and further
afield. As well, it is truly exceptional to
see how the mentorship of caring
community firefighters and volunteers,
with many decades of service, impacts
the lives of our youth.’
There’s
another
bonus—upon
completion, cadets qualify for 100 Work
Experience hours, which is equivalent to
four school credits.

Infrastructure Builds
Community

The creation of Pender’s unique fire camp
followed a generous community agreeing
with the Pender Islands Fire Protection
Society to the building of a fit-for-purpose
Firehall Nº1.
The community has been handsomely
rewarded by their dedicated volunteer
fire department. Firechief Charlie Boyte
was recently named Canada’s Volunteer
Fire Chief of the Year by the Canadian
Association of Fire Chiefs.
For more information or to download
an
application
form,
go
to
www.penderfire.org,
facebook.com/FIRECADETS or call
call 250-629-3321. 0
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Shell beach, Galiano, on a cloudy fall day.
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What on ERRE is going on? - Elizabeth May, MP

ver since the Special Parliamentary Committee on
Electoral Reform was created in June, we have had a
designation in the House of Commons emails and
online presence as ERRE—Electoral Reform-Reforme
Electorale. It generally ends up sounding like ‘errrrr’—although
some have tried in vain to twist it into ‘eerie’.
We are hardly the first group of Canadian parliamentarians
to have been tasked with examining our ‘winner-take-all’ voting
system to consider its flaws. The first committee met in 1921.
Since then more than a dozen efforts, provincial and federal,
citizen assemblies and law commissions have all recommended
that the quality of our democracy, the requirements of fairness,
will be better served once the first-past-the-post voting system
(FPTP) is gone and we move to a proportional voting system.
We have developed quite a following on Twitter (#ERRE),
and fans on CPAC (yes, really. We have fans on CPAC!).
As a team of twelve MPs from five parties, with a superb staff
from House clerks to Library of Parliament analysts, we have
set records and broken new ground in consultations.
With the advent of e-consultation, ERRE has pioneered
public input by online questionnaire. It was not an easy or quick
process, and not entirely user friendly, yet 20,000 people used
that method to reach us. In addition, thousands more
submitted briefs or letters. Hundreds attended our hearings in
person, stepping up to an open mic to make their case (first
come, first served). We took questions on Twitter. The input of
hundreds of MP Town Halls also comes to us.
And our road trip was intense. Every day for three weeks we
flew (or bussed) to a new province or town. We were ready for
witnesses by 1:30pm and heard the last witnesses at 9:30pm.
The next morning we were on an early flight to do the whole
thing again. We held hearings in 19 locations across Canada, in
every province and territory. We have heard from hundreds of
expert witnesses in political science, constitutional law, electoral
systems as well as those with expertise in the challenges of
voting for persons with disabilities, the poor, and groups
underrepresented in parliament—women, minorities, and

A

indigenous persons.

Mainstream Media Reporting Missing

Of course, none of this got us much media notice. For reasons
beyond my comprehension, journalists seem to think this issue
is boring. Fortunately, Canadians don’t agree. We began to feel
like rock stars arriving at airports where hard-core ‘democrogeeks’, as Minister Monsef has dubbed those of us for whom
this is a passion, were waiting to cheer us on arrival.
I guess it might be said that the Prime Minister did the
process a media favour by musing about whether there was less
need for electoral reform now that he has become Prime
Minister! (With 39% of the vote, he enjoys the same status as
Stephen Harper with his ‘false majority’ of 39% of the vote.)
His comments, as reported in Le Devoir, were ambiguous,
but could be interpreted as meaning that there was not a
sufficient public appetite for electoral reform to justify keeping
 every vote count, 2015 will be
his campaign promise ‘to make
the last election held under First Past the Post.’ This got a media
buzz. (Your letters to newspaper editors will help too.)
Thankfully, he clarified in short order that he remains
committed to this long-overdue reform.
It is a historic opportunity. Never before in Canada has a
party campaigned on the need for fair voting—to prevent the
distortions that allow a minority of the vote to elect a majority
government—and then formed government.
To the credit of our Prime Minister, the promise remains
front and centre, repeated in the Speech from the Throne and
pursued by the ERRE committee. That is not to say that there
are not forces within both the Conservative and Liberal Party
hoping against hope this promise will go away.
Reforming our voting system to one where the will of the
electorate is reflected in the composition of parliament is the
right thing to do—but it won’t be easy. The twelve of us on the
committee are committed to fulfilling our responsibilities. We
have a mandate and we will deliver. Then it is over to the PM to
prove that we were right in taking him at his word. 0

MiningWatch files charges against Mount Polley and
BC government - Natalie Dunsmuir
mining watchdog has filed a private prosecution against
the BC government and the Mount Polley Mining
Corporation, nearly 30 months after the collapse of the
tailings dam at the gold and copper mine became one of BC’s
worst ever environmental disasters.
MiningWatch, which is supported in its case by more then a
dozen environmental groups, First Nations and social justice
activists, brought the case against the government and the mine
corporation because, two-and-half-years later, the government
has failed to lay any charges itself.
The group claims that Mount Polley violated the Fisheries
Act, and that the government, failing to charge them, is now
also in violation of the Act.
‘We are all concerned that almost 30 months later, despite
clear evidence of impacts on waters, fish, and fish habitat, no
sanctions and no penalties have been brought forward by any
level of government,’ said the program coordinator for
MiningWatch Canada, Ugo Lapointe. ‘This sends the wrong
signal to the industry across the country and undermines public
confidence in the capacity of our regulatory system to work
effectively to protect our environment.’
The group is filing their case using a specific provision of the
Canadian Criminal Code which allows a citizen to file a private
prosecution if they believe a person has committed an indictable
offence. In this case, that offence relates to sections 35(1) and
36(3) of the Fisheries Act—that ‘no person shall carry on any
work, undertaking or activity that results in serious harm to fish

that are part of a commercial, recreational or Aboriginal fishery,
or to fish that support such a fishery’ and that ‘no person shall
deposit or permit the deposit of a deleterious substance of any
type in water frequented by fish or in any place [where a]
deleterious substance may enter any such water.’
According to MiningWatch, the tailings pond collapse
destroyed or affected over 2.6 million square metres of aquatic
or riparian habitat. Much of that is in an area where local First
Nations have harvested the salmon and have depended on it as
a critical food source.
‘The disaster that was the Mount Polley tailings pond
collapse is not over for those of us who live and depend on the
lands and waters and particularly on the salmon that have
always sustained us,’ said Bev Sellars, chair of First Nations
Women Advocating for Responsible Mining.
MiningWatch says that the BC government and the Mount
Polley Mine corporation failed to implement minimum safety
standards at the mine. The government was aware that the
tailings dam wasn’t constructed according to design, but did
nothing, according to a MiningWatch background paper.
The legal team at MiningWatch says it is prepared to take
the case to a full trial if needed, but are asking the Federal Crown
to carry the prosecution forwards, with the knowledge that the
cost of prosecuting a case against a mining corporation and the
Province of BC would be immense.
The case will go to a Process Hearing in a few weeks in the
Provincial Court in Williams Lake. 0
www.islandtides.com
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The Apple Pie Celebration in Victoria gathered large crowds of
people eager to get a taste of the 52 pies baked by 26 chefs.
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Global agreement reached to reduce HFCs
Natalie Dunsmuir

early 200 countries, Canada included, agreed to
a new deal to reduce the use of
hydrofluorocarbon (HFC) emissions, a
synthetic gas with a warming potential that is
hundreds—potentially thousands—of times greater than
carbon dioxide. HFCs are used commonly in
refrigerators and air conditioning, and account for
around 2% of global greenhouse gas emissions—that’s
the equivalent of about 1 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide
annually. That number is rising, and could grow to 10%
by 2050 if no steps are taken to reduce HFC emissions.
HFCs are one of the fastest growing greenhouse gas
emissions, increasing at a rate of 10-15% per year.
The deal to reduce HFCs was made at the 28th
Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol, which
was held in Kigali, Rwanda, from October 10-14. The deal
is an amendment to that protocol. It’s seven years in the
making, as countries were initially debating whether to
include reductions to HFCs in the Montreal Protocol, or
to defer these regulations to the UN climate talks.
The Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete
the Ozone Layer is an international treaty that was
signed in 1987 and substanially admended in 1990 and
1992. It was a protocol to the 1985 Vienna Convention
for the Protection of the Ozone Layer and is designed
to facilitate the phasing out of substances that deplete
the ozone layer—such as HFCs.

Developing/Developed Nation
Targets

Under the amendment, reductions in HFC emissions
are expected in 2019 for wealthier countries, while other
signatories are expected to significantly cut

consumption by the late 2040s. The final deal gives two
options for reductions for developing economies
(known as Article 5 parties) and two options for
developed countries.
The majority of developed countries, Canada
included, are expected to begin reductions in 2019, and
to cut to the point where they consume no more than
15% of their 2011-2013 averaged baseline by 2036.
Belarus, Kazakhstan, Russia, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan
fall into the second category for developed countries
and are expected to begin reductions in 2020. Initially,
these countries will have a slower reduction rate, but
they will have to catch up to other non-Article 5
countries by the 2036 target.
For the majority of developing nations that fall in the
Article 5 category, growth of HFC emissions will freeze
in 2024, and cuts will start in 2029. They will consume
no more than 20% of their 2020-2022 averaged
baseline by 2045.
A second group of Article 5 developing nations,
including Bahrain, India, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Oman,
Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab
Emirates, will freeze growth in 2028 and begin to reduce
HFCs in 2032. They are expected to consume no more
than 15% of their 2024-26 averaged baseline by 2047.
The deal will come into effect on January 1, 2019,
provided that at least 20 countries have ratified it. If 20
haven’t, then it will come into effect 90 days after this
condition has been fulfilled. 0
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Electoral reforms in BC

Gary Holman, MLA (with added background)

he 2015 federal election has put electoral reform on the front burner in
Canada. The federal parliamentary committee examining electoral
reform will make its recommendations to the federal government by
year-end, with government’s response expected next spring.
As Official Opposition spokesperson for democratic reform in BC, I want
to make clear our commitment to making electoral reform an issue in the 2017
provincial election.
In 2013, only 24% of eligible voters and less than half of the people who
cast ballots voted for the current BCLiberal government, which under the ‘first
past the post’ (FPTP) system, holds 100% of the power in the legislature. The
opposition loses every vote on virtually all of our legislative proposals,
regardless of how constructive or strongly supported by the public. The Green
and Conservative parties received 13% of votes in 2013 but between them have
only 1% of the MLAs.
This means that the FPTP system leaves more than half of voters in BC
with zero power in the legislature. The unfairness of our system is a key factor
underlying voter cynicism and declining electoral participation.
British Columbians should be asked to move to a system of proportional
representation (PR), some form of which is used by over 80 countries in the
world, including parliaments similar to ours in Scotland, Northern Ireland,
Wales and New Zealand. There are different types of PR systems, but they all
ensure the proportion of seats each party wins in parliament reflects their share
of the popular vote.
Electoral Reform was first introduced to BC in 2002 in a successful Citizen
Initiative proposed by Adriane Carr, then leader of the BC Green Party, now
Vancouver Councillor (Carr supported a Mixed Member Proportion system
(MMP)). This led to a Citizens Assembly on Electoral Reform which
recommended a single transferrable vote (STV) system in its final report in
2004, which in turn led to a referendum on STV. After an extraordinary
grassroots awareness campaign, the 2005 referendum achieved 58% support
(just shy of an arbitrary 60% approval threshold) including the required
majority of voters in 77 ridings out of 79.
However when the BC Liberal government organized a second referendum
on the STV system in 2009, 60.9% voted against the system. The contrary
results of two referenda suggest a clearer mandate from voters is necessary to
proceed with electoral reform.
One staged approach to a referendum question that could be considered here
was taken by New Zealand—first holding a referendum on whether to move to
some form of PR. The specific type of PR could then be decided by government
based on public consultation. The opposite of the process conducted here, where
BCers were asked to approved a specific system.
The threshold for success could also be a clear majority (not an arbitrarily
high threshold), and government must support the referendum and
subsequent consultation process with comprehensive and objective
information, possibly under the auspices of Elections BC.
We can, and must strengthen our democratic institutions in BC. 0

