Attractions &
Accommodation
Vancouver Island &
The Gulf Islands, Page 6
Canadian Publications Mail Product
Sales Agreement Nº 1047655
h

Tide tables
Chimp-wise
Letters
Saturna notes
Bulletin board

2
4
4
5
7

Strait of Georgia
Every Second Thursday & Online ‘24/7’ at islandtides.com

Volume 16 Number 21

Your Coastal Community Newspaper

November 4–17, 2004

Emergency
medical
services at risk
John Wiznuk

Saturna Island residents are in danger
of losing their current level of
emergency medical service. For fifteen
years, a small group of Island
volunteers have trained, raised funds
and responded to medical call-outs with
only grudging support from provincial
authorities responsible for emergency
medical services. For an Island with no
practicing resident doctor, intermittent
local nurse coverage, an aging
population and summer visitor influx,
this volunteer crew has been a godsend.
This group is not allowed to be called
an ambulance crew nor is its vehicle to
be called an ambulance—even though it
is fitted out as one—because it is not
part of the BC Ambulance Service
(BCAS). The official title is Saturna
Rescue, their vehicle is an ‘emergency
transportation vehicle,’ they are
qualified through the Workers’
Compensation Board of BC as
Occupational First Aid Level 3
attendants with spinal immobilization
endorsements.
All training is unpaid, on their own
time, often with tuition costs
contributed by Island organizations
such as the Community Club, Lions, or
Women’s Service Club. They have
asked for nothing more than the means
to be of service to their community and
are willing to continue that effort.
Now, the Vancouver Island Health
Authority (VIHA) and local BCAS
executive have decided that this must
change. In a letter dated October 14 to
Geri Crooks, volunteer crew chief,
VIHA and BCAS are proposing that
Saturna Rescue change to ‘a more
traditional first responder format’ and
perhaps become a part of the Saturna
Fire Department. This is a substantial
loss of service and level of care for
Saturna Islanders.
The First Responder Program was
developed at the Justice Institute of BC
to provide procedures and protocols for
police and firefighters to deal with
emergency
medical
situations
encountered in the course of other
duties. The program is predicated on
the arrival of an equipped BCAS crew
within fifteen minutes and the
handover of the patient for transport to
further medical care. It authorizes only
the basic interventions and techniques.
On Saturna after a 911 call is made,
the fastest time that a BCAS crew can
arrive is one hour. This would be by
helicopter; subject to weather and
availability of aircraft—and only in
life threatening situations. Injuries
judged to be non-life threatening are
evacuated by water taxi which adds
AMBULANCE, please turn to page 3
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Bulldozing of the Walker Hook foreshore last winter for the sablefish hatchery (see related story below).

Referendum on new Alaska questions BC’s sablefish policy
voting system will take Patrick Brown
place next May
On Sunday, October 24, the Citizens Assembly on
Electoral Reform recommended that British
Columbians adopt a new voting system—the Single
Transferable Vote (STV).
The Citizen’s Assembly chose the STV system they
designed over Mixed Proportional Representation
(MPR), the system currently working in New Zealand,
with a vote of 123 to 31 on Saturday, October 23.
The vote on whether the current electoral system
(FPP) should be retained was 142–‘No’, 11–’Yes.’ The
subsequent vote on whether the STV model they
designed should be proposed to voters was 146–’Yes’,
7–’No.’
The final decision whether to choose Single
Transferable Vote over our current ‘First Past The
Post’ system is now up to the voters of BC. Voters will
cast ballots on STV in a referendum at the next
provincial election on May 17, 2005.
Diana Byford, Citizens Assembly member from
Saanich North and the Islands commented, ‘I would
like to tell the people of British Columbia that by
offering you the Single Transferable Vote system we
honestly believe that we have given you the very best
alternative to our current system.
‘You will decide by referendum whether to adopt
the new system which offers you the three things we
were asked for in all the public meetings and through
all the more than 1600 submissions put before us.
They are: Proportionality, Voter Choice and Local
Representation.
‘Our final report must be delivered by December 15
of this year. It will include details of how this system
works and our rational for choosing it.’
Green Party of Canada Deputy Leader Andrew
Lewis, resident of Salt Spring Island, commented,
‘Congratulations to the Citizens Assembly. They have
done a tremendous job. It is a privilege to have such a
groundbreaking democratic process in BC—which the
whole of Canada has been watching closely.
‘I am relieved that the Assembly have
recommended changes in BC’s electoral system. My
First impression of STV is that it will be good for
minority communities like the Gulf Islands, which will
have a better chance of electing local candidates. I look
forward to the final proposal and am confident that it
will have a degree of proportionality that is so
desperately needed in the province.’ 0

Alaska Governor Frank Murkowski has written
to BC Premier Gordon Campbell asking the
province to delay the start of sablefish farming
until precautionary measures to protect wild
sablefish (black cod) from disease transfer and
genetic interaction are taken. The Governor
noted that wild sablefish migrate between BC
and Alaskan waters. Alaska’s wild sablefish
fishery is worth over $100 million annually.
Murkowski referred to recent cooperative
efforts between BC and Alaska on major
economic ventures such as gas pipeline
developments and railway extensions. His
letter continues:
‘I would urge you to delay the start of black
cod fish farming in British Columbia until:
1. adequate research is conducted to
determine the industry’s potential impacts on
marine environments and fishery resources;
2. socio-economic studies are completed
that will define the impact of sablefish farming
on existing fisheries and fishery-dependent
communities; and,
3. the Canadian fish farming industry
develops and employs the technology
necessary to prevent any harmful interaction
between natural stocks and farmed fish. Given
the high stakes involved for both the State of
Alaska and British Columbia, I would ask that
you pursue a careful science-based look at the
potential impacts before allowing sablefish
farming.’

Sablefish Aquaculture

The province’s nascent farmed sablefish
industry started with a single hatchery, built by
Sablefin Hatcheries Ltd at Walker Hook on the
east coast of Salt Spring Island. (See article in
Island Tides, July 31, 2003.) To date, 47
licenses have been issued by the province to
aquaculture operations to farm sablefish in net
pens. Some 30,000 fingerlings were shipped
this past August to two of these farms. The
Canadian Sablefish Association’s (CSA)
attempts in July to obtain an injunction to
prevent this transfer were rebuffed; the federal
court judge ruled that there was no proof that
the farmed black cod would cause ‘irreversible
damage’ to wild stocks.
There had, of course, been no scientific
research to prove the point one way or the
other. The judgement exemplifies the reverse
of the precautionary principle which could be
used to assess untried farming initiatives.

Juvenile wild sablefish spawn in BC’s
coastal inlets. Questions have been raised
about the wisdom of farming sablefish,
particularly in view of BC’s experience with
salmon farming, which has had problems with
disease, escaping fish, predation, pollution,
waste disposal, and transfer of parasites to wild
salmon. Current thinking is that new salmon
farms should be land-based rather than located
in the sea, in order to improve the industry’s
environmental record and safeguard the wild
stock.
‘In 2003 Premier Campbell promised that
issues associated with fish health, escapes, and
wastes are being addressed in advance of the
development of sablefish culture industry,’ said
Eric Wickham, CSA executive director. As
suggested by Governor Murkowski, there is no
evidence of this.

The Walker Hook Hatchery

The Walker Hook sablefish hatchery has met
with local opposition through its use of the
Walker Hook tombolo for both intake and
effluent wells for the hatchery. A unique
landform, a beach joining a small offshore
peninsula to Salt Spring Island, the tombolo is
an ancient Penelakut village and burial site,
supports three rare and sensitive ecosystems,
and is a popular swimming spot (listed on the
‘Clothing-Optional Opportunities in BC’
website).
The hatchery, located on adjacent leased
land, started operation in 2003, and drilled
wells and excavated trenches on the tombolo
during 2002 and April, May, and June 2003.
During this work, human remains were
discovered and reburied under the supervision
of Penelakut representatives. This work was
carried out under a permit issued by the
provincial Ministry of Sustainable Resource
Management, despite objections raised by two
First Nations groups, the Hul’qumi’num Treaty
Group and the Penelakut Tribe.
Sablefin received temporary permission to
use the tombolo for intake and disposal of
hatchery water from the Regional Water
Manager (Ministry of Water, Land, and Air
Protection), from September 15, 2003 to
December 15, 2004 (15 months). This permit
was appealed in October, 2003 by the
Penelakut Band, Donna Martin of Salt Spring
Residents for Responsible Land Use, and the
BLACK COD FISHERY, please turn to page 2

<RXU JLIWV DUH YLWDO WR XV 3OHDVHJLYH
'REENWOODS !NNUAL !PPEAL 3EE THE BROCHURE IN THIS PAPER

xOR CALL THE &OUNDATION AT  

Page 2, ISLAND TIDES, Nov 4, 2004

A

The Bush Legacy ~ Mike Logan
s the sun sets on George W. Bush’s first term, I’d like to
review what ‘Dubya’ has brought the US and the world
since he was first elected—or rather, appointed—president
of the United States of America.
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The Environment

Bush began his policies in the environment by appointing a
chemical industries lobbyist and former governor of New Jersey
(the ‘Petrochemical and Hospital Waste State’) as head of the EPA.
The administration then walked away from the Kyoto Accord,
which has now been ratified by over 100 countries including
Russia, because the science ‘isn’t sound’ and ‘[it will] cost lots of
jobs.’ Never mind that we’re on the brink of an irreversible climate
disaster, Bush has a clearer vision and is willing to look into the
situation at some unspecified future date.
In the meantime, Bush has also chosen to roll back the Clean
Air Act, which would have cut emissions significantly by 2008 and
replaced it with the Clean Skies Initiative that gives hard-working
American corporations an extra fifteen years to comply with
thoroughly reduced standards.
Bush also replaced forest protection and the ‘roadless rule’ of
national forests with the nearsighted Healthy Forests Act,
granting the timber lobby immediate access to clear-cut forests
while simultaneously providing ample tinder for next year’s fire
season. The justification for this policy was that it would reduce
forest fires.
Wetland protection and water cleanliness standards were also
removed and replaced with bizarrely restrictive and redefined
regulations. So while it is true that Bush ‘passed new regulations
protecting wetlands’ and water, it’s untrue that the measures have
actually improved anything, and in fact they have loosened
restrictions on water contamination accountability in many
places.

The PATRIOT Act

The environment was just the beginning. Following 9/11—which
happened on Bush’s watch, despite intelligence warnings issued
by the FBI and CIA months ahead of time—Bush quickly
implemented his pet project, the USA PATRIOT Act. This
legislation is yet another Orwellian measure designed to
BLACK COD FISHERY from page 1
Canadian Sablefish Association (representing the wild fishery).
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An application for a stay of activities (which would have shut
down use of the wells and essentially closed down the hatchery),
pending the appeal, was made by the Tribe in December, 2003.
It was rejected after a hearing in January, 2004, on the basis that
whatever damage there was to the tombolo had already been
done and that Sablefin would suffer significant financial losses if
the stay were to be granted.
The appeal itself was the subject of an eleven day hearing by
an Environmental Appeal Board panel in May, 2004. No
decision has yet been announced.

Upping The Ante

Sablefin Hatcheries has now applied for a Permanent
Wastewater Permit which would allow effluent discharge at five
times present levels into the burial midden and tombolo. This is
vehemently opposed by the Penelakut Tribe, local residents,
environmental groups, and the wild sablefish industry (CSA).
‘This is an extremely special place, identified by the
government’s own Sensitive Ecosystem Inventory as comprising
three rare ecosystem types,’ said Donna Martin. ‘The salt marsh
wetland, sparsely vegetated ecosystem and coastal
bluff/woodland complex make up less than 2% of the sensitive
ecosystems in the entire Gulf Islands.’
The Walker Hook area has been designated a high-priority
protected site by the Federal/Provincial Georgia Basin
Ecosystem Conservation Partnership.
‘Putting an industrial fish farm hatchery on this sensitive
land and discharging its waste into the marine environment is
an ecological abomination,’ said Georgia Strait Alliance’s Peter
Ronald, ‘but using a fish farm as an excuse to disturb a native
burial ground is simply obscene.’

Three Thousand Years Old

Walker Hook, known as Syuhe’mun by the Penelakut Tribe, has
been assessed as the fifth largest archaeologically important site
of 756 sites identified in the Gulf Islands by a 1974 provincial
government study. Human use of the site has been estimated to
reach back three thousand years.
Penelakut elders feel strongly that the site has been
‘desecrated’ by Sablefin’s drilling and digging. Sablefin has
argued that the water intake and discharge takes place 35 feet
below the surface, while the midden is only four feet deep, and
therefore no harm is being done. 0

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Homeowners
• Farm
• Commercial
• Bed & Breakfasts

Now in Three Locations:
#1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island
Doug Guedes & Doug Strong • 1-250-537-5527
A2 - 9769 Fifth Street, Sidney
Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
7178 W. Saanich Rd, Brentwood Bay
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)

www.seafirstinsurance.com

autoplan

strengthen the American fight against terrorism by swiftly
removing all those ‘inalienable’ rights guaranteed by our
forefathers, who surely could never imagine that we would one day
be faced with such a dire situation that we would need to strip
ourselves of those burdensome freedoms. It’s not that the measure
cut down the respected Bill of Rights, that’s too obviously
meanspirited, rather our Champion of Freedom deigned to grant
the FBI and CIA (and other shadow groups) virtually unlimited
powers of surveillance.
Americans are also encouraged to be openly suspicious of each
other and report all potential terrorist activity, even it was just
‘someone who looks suspicious. Of course, there were dozens of
arrests as our President and the Department of Justice led our
nation in combating terror here on the homeland. The convictions
were overturned most of the time, and many of the remaining
detainees were released for lack of evidence and violations of their
so-called rights, but no matter, the blow had been struck in the
name of patriotism and liberty.
If you’re wondering how the state of America’s homeland
defenses are now, well, it’s a bit behind schedule, but the plans are
there. Plans for safeguarding chemical and nuclear plants from
attack, plans for increasing security along our nation’s borders,
plans for screening all the containers that come into our country
every day. The plans happen to be Kerry’s—but they’re there!

Bushisms

Bush’s homeland defense must have folksy-ism though—being
able to relate to your common man by explaining things as if
addressing a kindergarten class; smiling is important too, and so
are trite pat expressions—and lies.
Here are some of the best Bushisms provided in the last four
years: On terrorists: ‘Gonna smoke ’em out,’ on Osama bin
Laden/Saddam Hussein/John Kerry: ‘You can run, but you can’t
hide,’ on Iraq/Iran/North Korea: ‘Axis of evil’, on chaos in Iraq/
Afghanistan: ‘Freedom is on the march’, on not finding weapons
of mass destruction: ‘we don’t want the smoking gun to come in
the form of a mushroom cloud,’ on resurgent public opinion:
‘They misunderestimated me,’ on faith-based initiatives: ‘We’ve
unleashed the armies of compassion,’ on diverting from the War
on Terror to the War on Iraq: ‘Of course I know Osama bin
Laden’, and on what America stands for: ‘We stand for things.’
Perhaps there will never be a presidential orator as memorable
as George W. Bush.

Promises Fulfilled

Bush has come through on some of his promises, though. He
passed the Leave No Child Behind Act, only leaving a couple of
million children behind. He did provide tax relief for the public,
though they will be paying for it in the form of a spiraling record
deficit. Bush’s major promises to the corporations have all been
fulfilled too. The lumber industry has unrestricted access to the
forests, chemical companies are off the hook for polluting, oil and
gas are at record high prices and profits, with record low taxes;
pharmaceutical companies charge outrageous prices, and big
media has seen not one but two major deregulations, resulting in
a disproportionate market share for conservative commentary
and opinion presented as news.

War On Iraq

Perhaps the biggest legacy of our warmonger-in-chief is the War in
Iraq. A tragic quagmire by any account, it was touted and defended
by the president as an opportunity to liberate people of an
oppressed nation. It is true that there are many nations suffering

BUSH, please turn to page 6

Cafeteria food lives on
as compost

Leftovers from UVic cafeterias are being converted to fertilizer
as part of a pilot project to divert food waste from the region’s
Hartland landfill. An estimated equivalent of six tractor-trailers
full of food discards will be diverted over the course of the 20042005 academic year.
The pilot project, that started in April, partners the university
with reFUSE, UVic commerce graduate Jason Adams’
company, to collect and compost food scraps, coffee grinds, fruit
pulp, and even paper plates and napkins. ‘Our aim is to reduce
our environmental impact in the capital region,’ says UVic
interim sustainability coordinator, Sarah Webb.
reFUSE hauls the compost material to sites on Vancouver
Island island where the discards are blended with horse manure
and yard trimmings, composted in special containers, and
eventually sold to landscaping companies and hobby farms. The
end product is called reSOIL. ‘With good planning, and input
from everyone involved, we’ve proven UVic can do this, and do
it well,’ says Adams. 0
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Schmeiser bites back—court case on contaminated organic canola
The class certification hearing for the certified organic farmers of
Saskatchewan versus Monsanto and Bayer (Hoffman et al
versus Monsanto et al) was held at the Court of Queen’s Bench
in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan on November 1 and 2. At the
certification hearing, counsel for the certified organic farmers of
Saskatchewan presented arguments to demonstrate that this
legal action meets the five requirements for a class action under
the Class Actions Act of Saskatchewan. Hoffman versus
Monsanto focuses on establishing Monsanto and Bayer’s
liability for losses due to contamination of certified organic crops
by the two companies’ genetically engineered canola.

Turning The Tables

According to a 2004 Canadian Supreme Court decision in the
Monsanto vs. Schmeiser case, biotechnology companies are
entitled to monopoly rights over their patented genes wherever
the genes occur. The new action asserts that these companies
must also be liable for losses that result from the unwanted
presence of these patented genes. Winning the case would set a
precedent establishing the liability of companies for the spread
of GMOs.
The claim is based upon the following: Saskatchewan has the
highest number of certified organic farmers in Canada
(approximately 1,000) and the highest number of certified
organic acres (approximately 1 million). Prior to the release of
genetically modified canola as a commercial crop on the prairies,

certified organic canola was a growing and lucrative market
which provided a crop rotation option and a good income source
for the farmers.
Widespread contamination of seed stock by Roundup Ready
and Liberty Link GMO canola has resulted in certified organic
farmers virtually ceasing to grow the crop. Incidents of volunteer
GMO canola occurring on certified organic farmland has
resulted in losses due to the costs of removing the GMO canola
from the field and crop.
In its October 22 press release, Monsanto suggested this case
‘is not an appropriate use of the Court’s time and resources.’
Legal scholars are paying close attention. In her article
Genetically Modified Crops in Canada: Rights and Wrongs,
Professor Jane Glenn from McGill University wrote ‘the issue of
corporate responsibility for wrongs is now squarely before the
courts…. This case has been described as a potential ‘tidal wave’
compared to the ‘legal ripple’ of Schmeiser.’
In Liability for the Release of GMOs into the Environment:
Exploring the Boundaries of Nuisance, Professor Christopher
Rodgers, University of Wales in Aberystwyth, wrote: ‘The
decision in ‘Hoffman’ will be eagerly awaited, and may have
major implications for plans to license GM crops for commercial
exploitation in the UK. Whatever the outcome, the Canadian
litigation will throw into sharp relief the issues surrounding
environmental liability for GMO contamination….’ 0
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Steeves proposes new type of APC
North Pender Island Trust Byelection candidate
Gary Steeves has outlined his proposal for a
major overhaul of the Island’s Advisory
Planning Commission (APC). The proposal
recognizes the need to change how Pender
Islanders and their organizations conduct
community dialogue on a wide range of local
trust issues. Steeves says that it guarantees a
voice for community organizations and the
public from all areas of the Island.
Steeves’ proposition calls for an APC
composed of regional and organizational
representatives. The regional representatives
would come from areas such as Magic Lake
Estates, Trincomali, Razor Point Road/
Harbour Hills, Hope Bay, Clam Bay, Port
AMBULANCE from page 1
hours until a patient is seen by medical
professionals.
Clearly, this is not a scenario for which the
First Responder Program was designed and to
call for its use exclusively is questionable.

Moving Forward Not
Backward

It may be time for BCAS to end its decade of
procrastination and establish an ambulance
station on Saturna. Pender, Mayne, Galiano,
Gabriola and Salt Spring Islands all have
ambulance service with paid on-call
attendants. Saturna Islanders are entitled to
the same level of emergency care enjoyed by
other BC residents. The old excuses of not
enough call volume no longer hold. 2004 was a
slow year according to Geri Crooks but Saturna
Rescue still answered 40 emergency (911) callouts and 85 non-emergency calls.
A side benefit to the formation of an
Ambulance Unit is that paid on-call jobs allow
younger people to establish themselves and
stay on Island, a valuable resource in these
aging communities. In addition, Saturna’s
designation as a National Park Reserve,
attractions such as the Saturna Vineyard, and
an increase in numbers of recreational property
owners indicate an accelerating need for
ambulance service.

Washington/ Stanley Point and Otter Bay and
Irene Bay.
Representatives would come from Pender’s
many organizations and groups. For example,
the Magic Lake Property Owners Association,
Fire Protection Society, the Pender Island
Conservancy Association, The Farmers’
Institute, the Chamber of Commerce, the
Women’s Institute, Pender Island Community
Services Society, the Community Hall
Association, water boards, and the Parks
Commission.
‘Structuring the APC in this fashion’, said
Steeves, ‘would guarantee representation from
APC, please turn to page 6

What Will Be Lost

The years of practical experience gained by the
volunteer crew may be lost. Geri Crooks has
stated her unwillingness to carry on with a
decreased level of service. Other Saturna
Rescue volunteers have expressed the view that
they don’t want to participate in the First
Responder program, especially without a
trusted and experienced crew chief. So the
continuity of emergency response will be
severed and whoever takes over starts out cold.
There is a distinct lack of enthusiasm from
the volunteer firefighters for another duty
(involving intensive training and more callouts) that will eat away at their working and
free time. A level of responsibility that no one
anticipated when they joined. It would be a cold
and callous act for provincial bureaucrats to
download emergency medical response on
unwilling fire department volunteers who have
a lower level of medical emergency training.
The letter from VIHA and BCAS stated that
representatives will visit Saturna in the near
future to discuss options for the delivery of
emergency medical service with stakeholders. I
would suggest that all Island residents are
stakeholders in this issue and a public meeting
with the community is the proper forum to
discuss and resolution of what emergency
response service should look like on Saturna. 0

NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF
AMENDMENT TO HARTLAND LANDFILL
TIPPING FEE AND REGULATION BYLAW
The Board of the Capital Regional District gives notice that it intends to adopt
Bylaw No. 3200, Hartland Landfill Tipping Fee and Regulation Bylaw No. 5,
2003, Amendment Bylaw No. 1, 2004, at its meeting of Wednesday,
November 10, 2004, in the Board Room at 524 Yates Street, Victoria, BC,
V8W 2S6.
The purpose of Bylaw No. 3200 is to increase the tipping fees, effective
January 2, 2005, for the following:
•
general refuse from $79 to $82 per tonne
wood waste from $79 to $82 per tonne
•
•
mixed load from $79 to $82 per tonne
•
contaminated soils from $79 to $82 per tonne
A copy of Bylaw No. 3200 may be inspected between the hours of 8:30 a.m.
and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday inclusive from the date of this Notice until
November 10, 2004 at the locations listed below:
•
Administration Department, 524 Yates Street, Victoria, B.C.
Hartland Landfill Administration Offices, Hartland Avenue, Victoria, B.C.
•
You may also view Bylaw No. 3200 on the Internet @
http://www.crd.bc.ca/bylaws/solidwastelandf_/index.htm
3200 from the list of bylaws.

Select Bylaw No.

Questions regarding Bylaw No. 3200 may be directed to Mr. John Craveiro,
CRD Environmental Services, 360-3164. Residents of the Gulf Islands and
Port Renfrew may call toll free 1-800-663-4425, local 3164.
DATED this 28th day of October, 2004
Carmen Thiel
Corporate Secretary

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

$1,290,000
$1,390,000
267 Arbutus Reach Gibsons

824 Valhalla Place Bowen Island

Phone:

$1,107,000
$1,107,000

SEAPLANES
Leaves Vanc. Airport

Waterfront, Gibsons Bluff. One of the
top view properties on the sunshine
coast. This 2400 square foot home has
been totally renovated to international
standards. This south west facing
waterfront is sure to impress even the
most discriminating buyer.

A spectacular brand new home in the exclusive Valhalla
Estates on Bowen Island, not a drive by only a 20 minute ferry
ride to West Vancouver. Gorgeous views with artistic stone
and glasswork throughout. Extra large sun drenched patios
for entertaining, outdoor fireplace, wine bar, media room, and
top of the line stainless steel appliances. Includes a new
home warranty and self contained suite. an outdoor pond, a
heated two car garage and workshop. Relax in the steam spa
or the sundecks of this 1/2 acre estate while enjoying views
of the Howe Sound, Vancouver and Mount Baker.

(250) 386-7643

1-800-447-3247
604-273-8900

www.seairseaplanes.com

8 Scheduled Flights Daily

7:30am
11:30am*
3:30pm
Leaves Gulf Islands

8:00am
12 Noon*
4:00pm
(*except Miners/Montague)

FREQU
EN
FLYE T
DISCO R
UNTS

FREE shuttle service to main terminal and bus exchange
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delivered to
Southern
Islands’
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7,500 copies on
the Ferry Routes
Sidney,Victoria
& north of the
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Nanaimo

ISLAND TIDES PUBLISHING Ltd
Box 55, Pender Island B.C. V0N 2M0
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"From the first Blue Sky
Architecture have been
regionalists in the best
sense of the term. They
have been deeply involved
with the ecology and
topography of southern
British Columbia and its
wonderful interweave of sea,
forest, and rock ."

HELLIWELL + SMITH
BLUE SKY ARCHITECTURE

4090 Bayridge Ave West Vancouver BC V7V 3K1
t 01 604 921 8646 f 01 604 921 0755
bsa@blueskyarchitecture.com
www.blueskyarchitecture.com
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Exceptional quality.
Outstanding value.
We offer so much more than a building package.
We deliver your dream at a very affordable price.
We provide:
• ideal designs for rural properties and other scenic lots
• shell packages for primary residences, vacation homes and cottages
• 35 years of industry experience
• financing, builder and warranty programs

O

An Evening of Hope ~ Peter Carter
n a recent Thursday night Vancouver’s Orpheum
Theatre is packed to capacity with young Vancouverites.
The info booths along the way to our seats in the balcony
are staffed by young volunteers.
They have turned out to hear a female star on her tour from
Toronto to Los Angeles. This star is on the road 300 days of the
year. Looking round at the expectant young faces, I suddenly
realized it must be like this in every city she appears all round the
world. This night she is introduced by Premier Gordon
Campbell. So who is she? A glitzy young rock star? A
multimillionaire entrepreneuse? No, when she walks onto
centre stage, she’s a plainly dressed, delicate-looking, greyhaired, almost elderly lady. And the entire audience rises to
applaud before she has said a word. She is a legend in her time
and they love her. She is Dr Jane Goodall and she is here to tell
her story and support the protection of the Kermode or Spirit
Bear of the coastal BC rainforest.
A former chief of the Musqueam Nation welcomes Dr
Goodall, saying it was a great honour to have her as their guest.
Native people believe that animals, too, have a spirit, but they
need a voice. My wife told me that the final words of the chief
translated to ‘Thank you, respected elder.’
The BC Premier gave a fine speech and promised a sanctuary
for the rare and endangered Spirit Bear, a black bear born with
white fur. There are only 400 left, mostly in the North Central
Coast, and their habitat has been disappearing due to logging.
Simon Jackson, founder and president of the Spirit Bear
Youth Coalition welcomed Dr Goodall to the stage. Jackson
looks more like a young corporate executive than a tree hugger—
or should that be bear hugger?
We learned from Premier Campbell that Simon started his
work for nature as a teenager selling lemonade to support the
Kodiak bear in Alaska. Simon had called at Campbell’s home to
ask for his help when he was leader of the Opposition. Simon
and his young friends have since been busy. A former Disney
producer has agreed to make an animated movie about the
Spirit Bear by 2007. Campbell offers Simon Jackson as an
example of citizenship and the power of one person dedicated to
a fine idea.

Simon met Jane Goodall when he was a teenager. He had
asked her then to help the cause of the Spirit Bear. She had said
she would, so here she is tonight.
Looking around the theatre I see a huge population of young
people who we never see or hear about in the media. They have
no interest in the rich and famous. To them, Jane Goodall rocks.
Goodall’s story goes back to her earliest memories as a
toddler, bringing worms to bed. It is clear that her mother’s
love—and her nurturing of Jane’s connection to the natural
world (‘The worms need the earth, dear, let’s put them back
outside’)—was the secret of her special success. Time and again
her mother allowed her the freedom to explore nature. When, at
the young age of 26, Louis Leakey agreed to send her to Africa to
study chimpanzees, the British government in Tanganyika (now
Tanzania) reluctantly agreed with the condition that a
companion went with her. There were no takers for the position
so her mother accompanied her. That was the start of what is
now the longest running field study of a creature in the wild.
Dr Goodall went on to explain how she made the
groundbreaking discoveries that changed the science of animal
behaviour. She was originally told her studies were invalid
because she committed the cardinal error of
anthropomorphizing her study subjects. It was a scientific fact
back then that only humans have feelings and make tools. Going
to the Tanzanian forests straight from high school and
secretarial work, she had not had her brain molded by
undergraduate degrees, she said. She wrote a PhD on her studies
(University of Cambridge, 1965) and proved the scientific world
wrong. Chimps have feelings and personalities. They
communicate with one another. They learn and they make and
use tools.
As time has passed the assumed clear demarcation between
humans and other animals has become more and more blurred.
There is no sharp distinction between humans and the rest of the
animal kingdom. We are, she said, learning to respect other
animals. She told wonderful stories of the life-long bonds
amongst chimps. I could see how Dr Goodall’s solo research had

Understanding Coell

Nothing about a tax shelter was mentioned in the Bruce Jordan’s
letter to which Mr Coell was responding. Was this just a
Freudian slip, a hint at the real purpose of the PMFL legislation?
For example, if you put your forest land in the managed forest
class you do get a tax break. You give the government 20% and
keep 80% of what you would have paid in taxes if the land were
residential. If you do that for five years and then pull the land out
of managed forest class, the government will require you to pay
the back taxes. In other words, those ‘hefty exit fees’ are nothing
more than a repayment of taxes that you would have owed
anyway. In the meantime you have had the use of all that money.
This is not a real penalty nor is this a real incentive for keeping
the land in forestry? If you keep the land in forestry for more
than five years and later take it out to sell to developers, you only
have to pay back a fraction of the taxes you would have paid.
After 15 years you will pay back nothing at all.
It doesn’t take an economist to see that the PMFL Act is a
classic example of a tax shelter that gives short-term corporate
tax breaks while doing nothing to protect private forest lands
from future conversion. The PMFL Act serves the needs of BC’s
industrial forestry corporations and developers but not the
people of this province. We won’t forget this deception next May.
Jane Wolverton, Vancouver
Dear Editor:
Murray Coell’s defense of the PMFL Act (Island Tides, October
21) is an insult to us all. Behind the slippery rhetoric lies the
truth: the people of BC no longer have a say in management
practices on private forest land. Local governments have been
rendered impotent. Forest land-use decisions will be made by a
gaggle of bureaucrats and friends of the forest industry. You and
I have lost our voice. That’s the truth that Murray Coell’s
bureau-babble seeks to hide. That he would feed us such pap and
expect us to swallow it is revealing—we are not stupid. We know
when we’re being duped. And we all have a vote.
Pam Freir, Galiano Island

Readers’ Letters

Dear Editor:
Did anyone else have difficulty understanding MLA Murray
Coell’s letter regarding the Private Managed Forest Lands Act
(PMFL) in the October 21 issue of the Island Tides? He
described the Act as maintaining a ‘consistent regulatory
approach’ and providing an ‘alternative service delivery
approach.’ What does this really mean? It is almost as if the
government is embarrassed to tell the truth about this piece of
special-interest legislation and is trying to cover up the facts with
a campaign of disinformation.
The campaign began when the PMFL Act was first
introduced to the public back in the fall of 2003. The official
news release was entitled ‘Sustainability Boosted on Private
Managed Forest Lands.’ If then Minister Hagen was talking
about the sustainability of development potential on private
forest lands, the statement was absolutely accurate. For
sustainability of forestry in BC’s private forests, the Act has the
opposite effect. The language of the Act specifically removed the
goal of protecting the integrity of the working forest land-base
from development. Previously in this province we had legislation
that tried to protect our working forests from the pressures of
development similar to the way that some of our agricultural
lands are protected. This government has dismantled that
protection.
In his letter Minister Coell informed us that under the new
PMFL Act owners of private managed forest lands continue to
have lower assessments and pay less property tax, the same as
they did under the old Forest Land Reserve Act (FLR). In the
Gulf Islands forest owners pay about a fifth the taxes they would
if the land were assessed as residential land. As with the previous
legislation, the owner must sign a statement committing to
reforestation and minimum environmental standards or face
penalties for failing to meet these commitments. Unlike the old
FLR Act, which was administered and enforced by government
(albeit haphazardly —the government never funded enough staff
to effectively monitor private forest lands), the PMFL Act is
administered by a council consisting of two low-level
government bureaucrats, two representatives of the forestry
industry and a fifth person elected by the other four. How can
this council represent the public’s interests and boost forestry
sustainability?
Minister Coell claims that ‘hefty exit fees’ will ‘deter land
owners from using the PMFL classification as a tax haven.’

WELL WATER
IS YOUR

SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

GOODALL, continued next page

Gary’s The One

Dear Editor:
We’ve both had a chance to accompany Gary Steeves as he
goes door-to-door on North Pender talking with people about
the issues that matter most to them, and listening to their
concerns.
One issue that comes up often is the Driftwood Centre

LETTERS, please turn to page 6

GULF ISLAND SPECIALISTS!

OCEANFRONT LOTS
ON PENDER & SATURNA ISLANDS

SATURNA ISLAND

250-656-1334
PENDER ISLAND
Prentice

Liberty

Start your dream. Contact us today.

1.866.466.3535 • www.maplehomes.com
DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

Brian Harris & Dave Cochlan

1-866-558-LAND (5263)

www.landquest.com

‘What’s On?’
Saturday, November 6

Crofton Art Group’s Ready-to-Frame Sale—all art is matted
and ready for framing! • Crofton Seniors Home, 1507 Joan Ave.
(near the Crofton ferry wharf) • 10am–5pm • Entry by donation •
Info: Mary Oscar 250-246-9483 • IN CROFTON, VANCOUVER
ISLAND

Saturday, November 6

North Pender Islands Trust By-election—All Candidates
Meeting sponsored by Pender Post • Pender School Gym • 2–4pm

Tuesday, November 9

Port Wash General Store Information Session—for
women interested in being part of a collective to open and run the
General Store and Tea Shop (financial investment not required) •
At the store • 7pm • Info: Carolyn and Heather, 250-629-6480 •
ON PENDER ISLAND

Thursday, November 11

Pender Islands Lions Club Remembrance Day Pancake
Breakfast—after a hearty breakfast you’ll have plenty of time to
make it to the Royal Canadian Legion for the 11am service •
Memories Restaurant • 8-10am • Admission: Adults $5, Children
(12 & under) $2.50 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Thursday, November 11

Saturna Lions Remembrance Day Celebration—nondenominational service at St. Christopher’s Church, 10:30am;
followed by social gathering at the Community Hall, catered by
Saturna Women’s Club • Everyone welcome • Info: Pam Janszen
250-539-9884 • ON SATURNA ISLAND

Thurs, Fri & Sat, Nov 11, 12 & 13

Galiano Players present ‘Hits on Broadway’—a comedy in
two acts directed by Dave Clothier • South Galiano Community
Hall • 7:30pm; Sat Matinee: 2:30pm • Tickets: Adults $15,
Seniors/Students $9 (Nov 11 performance is ‘pay what you can’ at
the door); available at Galiano Books or the door • Info: Susanne
250-539-2911 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Thurs, Fri, Sat & Sun, Nov 11, 12, 13 & 14

Remembrance Day Weekend Family Fun Swims—enjoy
Saanich Commonwealth Place’s wavepool, waterslide, pirate ship,
toddler pool, swirlpool, family changerooms, steam, sauna and
length swimming • THURS: 10am–12noon, 1–4pm; FRI: 1–5pm,
7–9pm; SAT & SUN: 1–4pm, 6:30–8:30pm • 4636 Elk Lake Drive
(right off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak Exit) • Info: 24-hour Swim
Info-line 250-475-7620 • IN VICTORIA

Friday, November 12

Shel Neufeld: Images From
the Outside—acoustic guitar
music with nature image slideshow,
presented to launch Wildart
Photography
Productions,
reawakening natural connections •
Community Hall • 8pm • Tickets at
the door: $10 ($6 low income) •
Info: Shel Neufeld and Wildart Photography, 250-629-2090 or
shel@cablelan.net • ON PENDER ISLAND

Fri, Sat & Sun, Nov 12, 13 & 14

25th Annual Peninsula Community Services Christmas
Gifts and Goodies Fair—local crafters and bakers;
scrumptious food in our bistro; Friday 'Family Night' features:
meal deals, face-painting for kids, wine-tasting, child- and
husband-care provided! • Mary Winspear Centre, Sidney (Beacon
at Hwy 17) • FRI: 3–8pm, SAT: 10am–5pm, SUN: 10am–4pm •
Admission $2.00 for the weekend, tables available • Info: Diana
or Kathy, 250-655-4402 • IN SIDNEY, VANCOUVER ISLAND

Fri, Nov 12 till New Years Eve

Comox Valley 30th Annual Christmas Craft Fair—original
design, handmade works in pottery, jewellery, wood, glass, fabric,
and much more • Comox Valley Art Gallery, 367 Fourth Street,
Courtenay • Gala Opening November 12, 7-9pm, hours in
November: Mon–Sat 10am–5pm, in December: daily
10am–5pm, except Sunday 11am–4pm • Admission free, 20%
discount on purchases at Gala Opening • Info:250-338-6211,
www.mars.ark.com/~cvag • IN COURTENAY, VANCOUVER
ISLAND

GOODALL from page 4
broken the human-animal divide.
An unexpected discovery she made was that violent
aggression can break out amongst the usually peaceful chimps.
She recorded chimps occasionally eating meat and one event
when a neighbouring group of chimps was ruthlessly
exterminated. Some of her friends criticized her for publishing
this finding. Didn’t that mean that humans had inherited the
genetics for war from a common ancestor millions of years ago?
Indeed, if we look around nowadays we see a dark world full of
man’s inhumanity to man.
But Dr Goodall says that if we used our advanced brain we
can be successful in managing our aggressive tendencies—the
evidence of history tells us it is possible. We have inherited an

FOR SALE ON VALDES ISLAND
WATERFRONT PROPERTY

PRICED FROM

$120,000
4.9 TO 20 AC +/CALL NOW FOR BEST SELECTION.
RICHARD HILL

604-948-0434 OR VIEW
WWW.WESTCOASTLAND.NET
AMEX BROADWAY WEST REALTY

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
Only $26.75! • With photo just $32.10

Sat, Sun & Fri, Nov 13, 14, & 19

BC General Election, May 2005—Meet the Green Party
nominees for candidate for North Saanich & The Islands •
MAYNE: Sat Nov 13, Community Centre, 1-3pm; PENDER: Sun,
Nov 14, Library, 3pm; SALT SPRING: Fri Nov 19, United Church,
7–10pm, • Info: Peter 250-629-3220 • ON MAYNE, PENDER &
SALT SPRING ISLANDS

Saturday, November 13

Hon. Mike Harcourt Book-signing—Harcourt signs his new
book Plan B-One Man’s Journey from Tragedy to Triumph;
don’t miss the opportunity to meet this remarkable man and get
your own signed copy of the first edition of his book • Talisman
Books & Gallery • 11:30am–1:30pm • ON PENDER ISLAND

Tues, Wed & Thurs, Nov 16, 17 & 18

Gulf Islands’ Concert Series Presents: The McDades—an
exciting fusion of world rhythms,
jazz accents and lyrical ballads
rooted in the Celtic tradition •
SATURNA: Tues, Nov 16,
Saturna Island Community Hall,
7:30pm; MAYNE: Wed, Nov 17,
Mayne Island Agricultural Hall,
7:30pm; PENDER: Thurs, Nov
18, Pender
Island
School,
7:30pm • ON SATURNA, MAYNE & PENDER ISLANDS

Wed to Sat, Nov 17 to 27

Opera Erotique: West Coast Tour–an evening of passionate
opera; suitable for adults 18+ • VICTORIA: Nov 17, 18, 20 & 21,
Victoria
Multi-Cultural
Centre;
PENDER: Nov 23, Community Hall;
SALT SPRING, Nov 24, Artspring;
VANCOUVER: Nov 25–27, Caprice Night
Club • House opens at 7:15pm with art
and music, main show 8pm • Tickets:
$25/20
•
Info:
250-389-0613,
www.outoftheboxproductions.ca • IN
VICTORIA,
VANCOUVER & ON
PENDER & SALTSPRING ISLANDS

Saturday, November 20

North Pender Islands Trust By-election—Voting Day •
Pender Island School Gym & Errington School, Richmond •
8am–8pm • Advance Polls: Nov 10 & 13 Pender School. Info: see
advertisement page 7 • ON PENDER ISLAND & IN RICHMOND

Saturday, November 20

Ladysmith Old-Fashioned Artisans Christmas Market—
an eclectic mix of local artisans work from jewellery to wood
carvings to wall hangings; music by local musicians; festive
setting; indoor cafe • Aggie Hall, 1st Avenue & Symonds Street •
10am–4pm • Admission free • Info: Suzanne Prest 250-245-2112,
info@ladysmithcofc.com • IN LADYSMITH, VANCOUVER
ISLAND

Saturday, November 20

Writer’s Workshop: Five Steps to Becoming a BestSelling Author—professional presenters with tips and
information; free draws; sponsored by the Independent Authors
Network • Nellie McClung Library, 3950 Cedar Hill Road •
9:30am–4:30pm • Cost: $50 • Info: Toni, 250-656-0537 • IN
SIDNEY, VANCOUVER ISLAND

Sat & Sun, Nov 20 & 21

PIRAHA Christmas Craft Fair—get your holiday shopping
done on Pender Island! Artisans, food vendors, raffle, concession
& more! • Community Hall • 10am–2pm • Admission $2, under 12
free • Info: Jill Moran 250-629-3669 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Fri, Sat & Sun, Nov 26, 27 & 28

Solstice Showcase 2004: ‘Life, Laughter & Tears’—three
nights of live theatre featuring scenes and short plays by local and
classical playwrights; comedy, a touch of tragedy and an evening
full of what makes us all human • Community Hall • 7:30pm •
Tickets: Adults $10, 12 & under $5, at That Little Coffee Place,
Talisman Books & Gallery, Casual Pender and at the door • Info:
Mike & Pam Connolly, 250-629-3913 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Advertise Your Event Only $26.75 or $32.10 w/picture

altruistic side as well as the aggressive side and we have all the
brain power to choose. Dr Goodall inferred that it is our human
destiny is to raise ourselves above aggressiveness by developing
a tolerant human culture.
The chimps have taught us a lot that is useful about
ourselves. But their numbers have dropped critically in her life
time. Just 50 years ago, when she started observing them, there
were several million chimpanzees in Africa. They now number
perhaps a little over 150,000 spread over 21 nations, living in
small, fragmented communities surrounded by cultivated fields.
As well as losing habitat from commercial logging and local
agriculture, they are being killed in the commercial bush meat
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank

e have found our flashlights so we can get on the
morning boat without walking into a tree on our way
to our cars; our heavier coats to keep the shivers at
bay; and our gumboots to wade the serious puddles or mow the
lawn.
This fall, I’ve had a regular 7am appointment, so, as the days
shortened, I noticed it gradually become quite dark at 7am. (The
return of Standard time will give morning light a short reprieve.)
I have been seeing the nocturnal squad—raccoons, owls, deer,
bats just finishing off their diurnal tasks in the predawn. This
time of year their activity time is longer than ours! Summer is
much more ‘our’ time—with the notable exception of teenagers.

Celestial Dynamics

On October 27, I watched the full moon lunar eclipse. What a
show! The sky was completely clear, it wasn’t cold standing
outside and we had a great view off our eastern porch and
through the kitchen window while eating dinner. When the
moon was most rosy and darkly shadowed, you could see the
Milky Way and the constellations beautifully—such a contrast to
later when the eclipse was over and the moon was its brilliant
shining-white self. Living in the Islands with so little city light
and such rich, full dark, we get the complete effect.

Hallowe’en at the Cove

This year Halloween celebrations were held at the Winter Cove
Lamb BBQ site with fireworks, hot chocolate, ghosts and
goblins, bums, princesses and children dressed as adults (scary!)
warming themselves around a lovely bonfire. This first time
noise-and-light extravaganza likely caused the wildlife to sit up
and take notice!
Money’s cows in the pasture across from the previous venue,
our fire hall, seem to take this annual show in stride—cows
aren’t too high strung I guess. Our fireworks display, bought by
donations and the fire department, and organized by our
firefighters is always exhilarating—Ohhhhhhhhhh! Ahhhhhh!—
costumed heads craning way up, delighting in the bursts of color
and vibrating with the big bangs.
The reason Halloween was moved from the fire hall is that in
the event of a call-out there is no danger of running over the
bonfire, trick-or-treaters, or the hotdog cooker as the response
team roars off. Of course, doing it this way the firefighters will all
be at Winter Cove keeping the bonfire roaring and the night sky
lit with fireworks and not at the Firehall! These strategic
decisions are hard to make!

Pre-Xmas Events

In November, we’ll have lots of Island entertainment to keep us
happy. November 13 is our fall Firefighters’ Pig BBQ. Tickets are
on sale—buy early, we always run out because this event is fun
and solves the dinner question wonderfully. You get a good visit
in with all your neighbours and a dance or two.
Saturna Arts and Concerts Society has its first offering—the
SATURNA, please turn to page 6

LANCE VAESEN ROOFING
1184 SUMMIT AVE, VICTORIA

STANDING SEAM METAL ROOFING
F O R WATER C OLLECTION S YSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE, SHAKE & SHINGLE

250-381-2157

CELL 250-361-5028

FAX 250-383-2198

Serving the Gulf Islands for 21 Years

SHORELINE DESIGN

specializing in water
access over steep
& rugged terrain
Peter
Christenson

250-629-8386

excellent
references
fully insured
www.shorelinedesign.ca

peterc@shorelinedesign.ca

GOODALL, please turn to page 7
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Complete Rainwater Harvesting Systems
Roof-to-Tap Design
• Polypropylene-lined
Steel Cisterns—
4,000-30,000 gallons
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• Roof Washers
• Gravity Filters

Bob Burgess 250-246-2155
www.rainwaterconnection.com
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McDades, a Celtic band from Alberta—see
page 5, ‘What’s On?’ for details.
The one and only annual Christmas Market
is in November too, this year there’s already a
very strong showing of vendors.
The Candlelight Dinner is coming together
and will be held in December. This annual
tradition provides a sit-down fancy affair for the
women, who do so much and have done so
much for our community, and their spouses. It’s
great to see Lorraine Campbell, Lil Cunningham,
Marie Mackie, Doris Ackerman and many
others who have served the community for
many years being served and catered to! Tickets
go on sale at the Christmas Craft Fair. They sell
fast. If you fail to purchase, you have to hope that
someone dies so that you can get their tickets! If
you can’t get to the Craft Fair, organize an agent.

Saturna’s one-time Flu Clinic was held at the
Community Hall. It was a party! Our homecare
nurse Donna Curwen came down to the Hall
early and lit the fire and baked cookies and had
tea and coffee on the go for Islanders who
showed up for their shots. People in the line,
awaiting their turn, were nervously chatting
and laughing, people who had their shots were
in the lounge laughing and eating and
kibitzing—no doubt with great relief because it
was over!
The event was a great opportunity for
visiting with such an unusual theme! Heather
Player, the public health care nurse, was
heading the volunteers of the wonderfully
organized ‘shoot-up crew.’ There were no tears
and everyone got a colourful sticker. 0

APC from page 5
all areas and perspectives on the Island. It
would mean knowledgeable Islanders,
representing a wide range of opinion, providing
important advice to trustees.’
The Advisory Planning Commission is a
body appointed by Island Trustees to provide
community feedback and advice to them. The
size and make-up of the APC is determined by
the North Pender Local Trust Committee (LTC).
Islands Trust advisory planning commissions
have existed for nearly thirty years. Until a few
years ago APC commissioners were elected by
Islanders rather than appointed by trustees.
‘The challenge for any advisory structure is
to ensure that it is a diverse yet comprehensive
body of community opinion’ said Steeves. The
proposal means that APC commissioners would

be accountable to the areas or organizations
they represent and would transform the APC
into a body that represents more than the
individual opinion of commissioners. ‘I think
that an APC structured in this way would permit
APC members to go back to the groups they
represent, discuss matters with them in an
informed and respectful way, and guarantee
that everyone who wants to be heard is heard. In
this way, the APC would be a more accurate
barometer of community opinion and be better
equipped to advise local Trustees,’ he
commented.
‘This APC overhaul is an important building
block in the process to minimize or eliminate
conflict and replace it with community
consensus building, says Steeves. 0

Flu Clinic was a Party!

PORT BROWNING MARINA, CAFE & PUB
F A L L H O U R S:
Café: Open 7am–8pm daily
Weekdays: Early Bird Special $4.95 (7–9am)
Pub: Open from Noon daily
Liquor Store: Open 10am–9pm daily

Come Down and Enjoy our Delicious Daily Specials!

629-3493 • www.portbrowning.com • portbrowning@gulfislands.com

"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

Salt Spring Island: Sunny oceanfront,
panoramic views, S/SW/W exposures,
6.83 acres with 7000 sq ft custom home,
wrap around verandah decks, master
wing, 6 bedrooms all with ensuites, library,
gourmet kitchen. An estate for a large
family! See Li!

Salt Spring Island: 0.75 acre property with
orchard & seasonal creek, steps to 2 beach
accesses with swimming, home & studio
need some TLC. Hidden potential here!
$299,000

Building a marine conservation
network

Participants in Canadian Parks & Wilderness
Society’s (CPAWS) October undersea-watching
boat trips were asked to send in feedback about
the adventure. Those responding were entered
in a draw for copies of Rob Butler’s book, The
Jade Coast. Winners were Tania Schissler,
Andrew Lewis and Cheryl Bastedo.
Jodi Stark, who received the feedback, says
a frequent comment from participants was that
the opportunity to network and meet others
with an interest in marine conservation was key
benefit of the trip .
To continue to build the marine

conservation network, Stark encourages people
to join the National Marine Conservation Area
(NMCA) Coalition listserv. Simply send Stark
an email requesting to be put on the list
(jstark@cpawsbc.org).
Through the listserv you can stay up-to-date
with Parks Canada’s feasibility study, related
local events and meetings, and progress on the
establishment of the NMCA, says Stark.
CPAWS is working to ensure that the area of
the marine conservation study is extended
north up to Gabriola.

LETTERS from page 4
development (Draft Bylaw 141) and its
associated housing agreement (Draft Bylaw
163). People want to know exactly where Gary
stands on this issue. Gary has consistently
stated that he considers these bylaws to be
fundamentally flawed. He was impressed that
so many in the community were openly united
in opposition, even though their reasons were
so diverse. He strongly believes that there must
be an Official Community Plan (OCP) review
before an issue with such a potentially
profound impact can be considered. He
believes also that the loss of rural land is a
major factor, given the role it plays in the
retention of our water resources.
And it’s clear on the doorstep that Island
people are concerned about water. Gary talks
about the Island being essentially 2700
hectares of rock and shale, with rainfall the only
source of water. The thin layer of topsoil, and
the plants that grow in it, are the only things
that stop most of this rain from running
straight off into the sea. And Gary believes the
protection of water resources to be essential to
life on Pender Island, and the quantity and
quality of water to be the first consideration in
any proposed land use decisions.
Gary has heard people say that they have lost
faith in the Islands Trust, that it’s a ‘toothless
tiger,’ that it makes ‘stupid rules’ and there must
be ‘a better way of governing.’ But Gary responds

that the Local Trust Committee (LTC) has
tremendous ability to fashion local solutions to
local problems, and we must not give that up!
What we have to do is to devise better
mechanisms such as a reconfigured Advisory
Planning Commission (APC), a revised OCP, a
clear vision of the Island’s sensitive ecosystems
and watersheds, and a strong Growth
Management Plan so that islanders can manage
their own future.
We’ve been glad to hear Gary reinforce his
belief that people’s property must be respected,
but he’s clear that along with the privilege of
owning property comes a responsibility for the
common good. We’re lucky to live in a
legislatively protected area and must work
within that framework to maintain our quality
of life and to be good stewards of the
environment.
Gary has impressed us with his knowledge
and the fact that he is so approachable and
respectful of people’s views. He has the skills
required for building consensus and has made
a career of bringing disparate groups together.
He’s excited about the host of ideas and
expertise offered by the many Pender Islanders
he’s encountered, and looks forward to
working with the community. We believe that
Gary Steeves is the best candidate for North
Pender Island Trustee.
Jo Atkins and Sue Bailey, Pender Island 0

BUSH, from page 2
the oppression of totalitarian regimes, but none of them have significant quantities of oil, or
embarrassed the President’s father.
The cost of the war is over 13,000 Iraqis killed by the US and as a result of the ensuing chaos, over
1,000 coalition soldiers dead, ten times that number wounded, and a bill currently totaling $300
billion and rising. International relations, including those with Canada and Mexico, have been
impacted. Much of Iraq still lies in ruin, much of the country is anarchic, even the occupied zones
aren’t safe. American corporations are looting Iraq and disenfranchising its citizens. Yet, the
President, brazen as ever, admits no error, claiming that America has done the morally right thing.
In Iraq, there are no WMD, no terrorist ties with Al-Qaeda, and certainly no open-armed welcome
from the grateful Iraqis. Instead, we’re faced with a quagmire that is all too reminiscent of the
Vietnam War. 0

Accommodation & Attractions
Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands

Delia’s Shangri-La
Oceanfront B&B
360º Breathtaking
Ocean Views

Galiano Island: Spectacular oceanviews,
54.36 acres, custom home, guest cottage,
pond, walk to marine park. $995,000

Salt Spring Island: 3 bed, 2 bath home,
terrific sep. studio, frontage on Duck Creek,
comm. water, 2.56 acres, endless
possibilities for the future. $429,000

Each luxury suite offers a
private entrance, deck, hot
tub,
ensuite,
fireplace,
satellite TV, microwave and
bar fridge.

1-877-629-2800

www.penderislandshangrila.com

We offer

visitors a

better deal!
Our quality accommodation includes:
indoor pool, sauna,
free parking, in-room coffee,
a convenient location
and a warm welcome.
Stay with us.
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$

from

*

3110 DOUGLAS ST. VICTORIA, BC V8Z 3K4
Salt Spring Island: A sweet & authentic
character cottage, sunny Fulford Village
location, pretty oceanviews of harbour. 3
bed, 1 bath, comm. water, 0.25 acre,
private rear garden. Walk to the food
store, restaurant, and ferry. $305,000

Li Read
Re/Max Realty of Salt Spring

Salt Spring Island: Panoramic oceanviews,
2.21 acres, access to underground power &
comm. water, & paved roads. Excellent
investment! $339,000

Toll-free: 1-800-731-7131
Fax: 250-537-4287
Email: islands@liread.com
Website: www.liread.com

"See Li for Successful Solutions!"
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across from Mayfair Shopping Centre,

1-800-997-6797
www.blueridgeinn.ca

* Single*occupancy.
Subject to availability. Valid to March 31, 2005.
Single occupancy. Subject to availability. Valid to March 31, 2003

The Haven B&B
In Peaceful Victoria

Close to beach, hospital
and university. Organic
breakfasts and private
bathrooms. $40-$60

250-598-7015

ADVERTISE
WITH US!
250-629-3660
islandtides@
islandtides.com
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(PAID BY DEADLINE ONLY - VISA ACCEPTED) • Phone 250-629-3660, Fax 250-629-3838
Email: islandtides@islandtides.com • Next DEADLINE: November 10, 2004
BULLETIN BOARD BOXED ADS – 1’, 2’ & 3’– $20 per inch+gst— multi-issue discounts
BULLETIN BOARD WORD ADS - $17.12 for 25 words or less, 27¢ per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE
SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

TRANSMISSION SPECIAL!

4Trans inspection
4Cleanpan 4adjust
bands
4Replace pan gasket
4Check modulator
4Adjust throttle linkage
4Fill with new trans. fluid

only

29.95
reg. $49.95
$

Filter extra if
required

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

GETAWAYS
MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

HEALTH

Aromatherapy
Massage
Brenda Balfour, C.A.M.T.

* Therapy for the Mind,
Body and Soul
* Tranquil Setting
* Personalized Blends
* $5 off with this ad
At the

Serenity Skyloft
629-6739

FOR RENT

HOME, GARDEN & PROPERTY

Magic Lake Estates, Pender
Island: Three-bedroom house on
3/4 acre. 2 baths, woodburning
stove, hobby room, double garage$950/mo. Available immediately.
604-596-9514 or 604-803-0079
Mayne Island, near Bennett Bay: 3
bedroom, privately situated cottage
amidst fragrant cedars - rent (min
two nights) your winter getaway.
604-318-5421, cmrichards@shaw.ca

Trevo r ’ss
Garden
M ai n te na n ce

pruning • trimming •
planting • bed work
seasonal cleanups
on Pender Island

250-629-3380

ISLAND EXPLORER

PROPERTY

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230

Well Drillers

Southern Gulf

House & Cottage Rentals
PENDER: Beautifully maintained,
private 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom
home; wood stove; fenced,
landscaped
yard–$850.
Unfurnished 3 bedroom, 2
bathroom home on Magic Lake.
Dock; carport; wood stove; large
lot–$1100. Furnished, large 2bedroom home. Available Nov
2004 to April 30, 2005–$900
(inclusive). Furnished, cozy 2bedroom; ocean views and close to
beach access.Available October 15
to March 31, 2005–$800. Licensed
Property Management on the Gulf
Islands since 1994.

539-5252 or
250-478-6937
ARMOUR

ROOFING
A Division of
Flynn Canada

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417

• Torch-On
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

MARINE

1-877-652-0599

ISLAND
MARINE

Member: Better Business
Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

Ph: 250-537-9710

www.flynn.ca

Email: imarinec@saltspring.com

www.islandmarine.ca

MEETINGS

RENTAL WANTED

School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of
School Trustees will be held at the
Saturna Island School, Wednesday,
November 10, commencing at 1pm.
Public Welcome!

A winter retreat from the Prairies!
Would like to rent three bedroom
home on Pender Island in Feb. Mar.
2005, minimum of four weeks,
Maximum six weeks. Contact: Bob;
306-931-9251,
Email:
Phone:
rmidd@sasktel.net

ARBORTEK
VENTURES

Landscape and Tree Service

Tree Trimming and Removals
Fruit Trees
Hedges
Landscape Design and
Installation
Property Maintenance
Fully Insured

(250) 592-4755
Luttmer
Woodworks

Kitchens
Wall units
Closet organizers
250-539-0466
www.luttmerworks.com

Island
Mouldings

• custom wood mouldings
• hardwood flooring
• old-growth coastal
Douglas fir

trade, a nasty spin-off from commercial logging. On a more
hopeful note, she told how her program working with the local
people encouraged tree planting to provide both connecting
wildlife corridors for the chimps and fire wood for the humans.
All we really know, she said, is that all life is connected. And
as regards the natural environment, we must not ignore how
bad it has become. We have known for so long of the vast global
damage we are inflicting. In the 1980s she attended a UN
summit of religious leaders. It was only the aboriginal elders
who spoke strongly for the other-than-human animals. An
Eskimo elder from Greenland said they knew well the ice was
melting under global warming and asked, ‘When would the
hearts of the people in the south start melting a little?’
Dr Goodall said she anguished for her three grandchildren.
What kind of a world are we leaving them? It was at a conference
on primates at Chicago in 1986 that she realized how bleak the
future was for chimps and that many of Africa’s problems are
not due to Africans. It was then she changed from scientist to
activist and since then she has not been in any one place for
more than three weeks.
After her talk she answered questions from the audience.
Yes, she said, there were times when it seemed too much for her
to carry on. Then she thinks of the forests in Tanzania and of all
her aboriginal friends around the world who send her prayers.
She talked about her Roots and Shoots program and the hope it
brings. There are now 7,500 active groups with an average
membership of 40 students in 90 countries, including one on
Galiano Island. Children are desperate for hope in our world,
says Goodall, instead they are being subjected to terror alerts—
they are being conditioned to fear.
At the end of an evening that we didn’t want to end there was
a long, standing ovation. Alone on the large theatre stage, she
looks so frail. Her soft, sincere voice has touched each person.
She had given young people a sense of hope. They know she
is one person who will never give up on their future. She could
have retired. They know how much she has sacrificed. She is a
genuine elder. Her presence brings out the best in people. She
gives them faith in humanity, in the rest of nature, and in life.
They love her. They look upon her as their hero, almost as a
saint. As I made my way out slowly, engulfed by the energy of
our young people, I knew there is hope. 0

Call:

250-655-9184

WANTED

Looking to buy used chainsaws,
Stihl and Husky brands. Call Larry
at 250-338-9277.

PETS

Quiet, loving home urgently
required for Balinese cat (due to
owner's allergies). Handsome,
healthy neutered male, age 4. Please
call 250-653-4641 for more info.

ISLANDS TRUST
NOTICE OF ELECTION BY VOTING
NORTH PENDER ISLAND LOCAL TRUSTEE BY-ELECTION
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given to the electors of North Pender Island Local Trust Committee
area that an Election By Voting is necessary to elect, for the balance of the three year term of
December 2002 to December 2005, a Local Trustee to the Board of Islands Trust and that the
persons nominated as candidates at the Election By Voting and for whom votes will be received
are listed below:
NORTH PENDER ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE - one trustee to be elected:
Surname
Given Names
Residential Address
JOHNSTON
Tony
5723 Canal Road, Pender Island, B.C. V0N2M1
Gary
2702 Yawl Lane, North Pender Island, B.C. V0N2M2
STEEVES

General Voting Day for the election of a trustee will be open Saturday the twentieth
(20th) day of November 2004, TO QUALIFIED ELECTORS of the North Pender Island
Local Trust Committee area at the following places:
Pender Island Elementary School
5714 Canal Road, North Pender Island
Greater Vancouver
Errington Elementary School (Gym)
9831 Herbert Road, Richmond, B.C.
AND SUCH VOTING PLACES SHALL BE OPEN BETWEEN THE HOURS OF EIGHT (8:00)
A.M. and EIGHT (8:00) P.M.
North Pender Island

ADVANCE VOTING OPPORTUNITIES shall be open at the Pender Island Elementary School,
5714 Canal Road, North Pender Island, B.C. between the hours of eight (8:00) A.M. and eight
(8:00) P.M. on Wednesday, the tenth (10th) day of November 2004 and on Saturday the
thirteenth (13th) of November 2004.
of which every person is hereby required to take notice and be so governed accordingly.
The only persons permitted to vote at the Advanced Voting Opportunities are those who, being
duly qualified electors, sign a statement that:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

the elector expects to be absent from the North Pender Island Local Trust
Committee area for which the election is to be held on General Voting Day,
or the elector, for reasons of conscience, will be unable to vote on General
Voting Day,
or the elector will be unable to attend a voting place on General Voting Day
for reasons beyond his/her control,
or the elector has a physical disability or is a person whose mobility is
impaired,
or the elector is a candidate,
or the elector is an election official.

Given under my hand at Victoria, B.C. this twenty second (22nd) day of October, 2004.

Thomas F. Moore,
Chief Election Officer

IMPORTANT NOTICE
There have been some legislative changes as to qualifications of elector status and process to vote
that affect electors which are included in the listings below:

Resident Elector - You are qualified as a Resident Elector if you:
are eighteen years of age or older on general voting day
(a)
(b)
are a Canadian citizen;
(c)
have resided in British Columbia in accordance with section 50 of the Local
Government Act for at least six months immediately preceding registration;
have resided in the area at least 30 days immediately preceding the day of
(d)
Voting
(e)
are not disqualified from voting under the Local Government Act or any
other Act
If you are not on the Voters List you may register on Voting Day providing you have two pieces
of identification, one of which has your signature and preferably one with pictorial identification,
e.g. drivers licence.

Non Resident Property Elector - You are qualified as a Non Resident Property Elector if you:
(a)
are not entitled to register as a resident elector;
are eighteen years of age or older on general voting day
(b)
are a Canadian citizen;
(c)
have resided in British Columbia in accordance with section 50 of the Local
(d)
Government Act for at least six months immediately preceding registration;
are a registered owner of the real property used for qualification at least 30
(e)
days immediately preceding the day of registration
(f)
are not disqualified under the Local Government Act or any other act from
voting in an election.
In addition to the above requirements the limitations listed below also apply to non
resident property electors:
if more than one individual is registered as an owner of the real property
(a)
then only one individual is entitled to vote with the written consent of
a majority of all other registered owners that are on the title including the
person requesting registration;
(b)
if the non resident property elector is not on the voters list and wishes to
register on General Voting Day or at an Advance Voting Opportunity you
may present a Non Resident Property Elector Certificate issued by the
Capital Regional District that has been obtained from the offices of the
Secretary or you may apply for a certificate on Voting Day if you produce
written authority from the registered owners that you have been
designated to vote accompanied with adequate documentation, such as a
Land Title Search, Assessment Notice or Tax Notice, proving ownership
of the property used as a basis for a vote together with two forms of
identification that includes a signature (such as a driver's licence).
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THE CLEAN ENERGY SOLUTION SERIES

RUN-OF-RIVER POWER GENERATION
WILL CHANGE A LOT OF THINGS.
EXCEPT THE RIVER.
PINGSTON HYDRO PLANT
Apart from size, the major difference between small hydroelectric facilities and their larger
counterparts is that the former are run-of-river – they don’t store water in a man-made reservoir.
The water simply travels through a pipe to the generating facility. The steeper the grade
of the river, the higher the water pressure and the greater the generating potential.
The Pingston Hydro Plant, located south of
Revelstoke, is a good example. BC Hydro
is purchasing approximately 155 gigawatt
hours of electricity per year from this project,
which is co-owned by Canadian Hydro
Developers Inc. and Brascan Power.
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It’s just one of 40 innovative
energy projects across the province
(representing over 1.5 billion dollars
in direct investment) that will help BC Hydro provide our customers with clean energy.
Many are already in operation and all of them are scheduled to be online by 2006,
providing enough power for over 250,000 homes.

CLEAN ENERGY ALREADY PLAYS AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN
MEETING THE ELECTRICITY NEEDS OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.
Clean energy and Power Smart will play an important part in meeting and managing
B.C.’s demand for more electricity. BC Hydro is committed to meeting half of our
requirement for new energy from clean energy producers like Pingston – and there
are more to come.
While they’re a big part of our energy future, innovative clean power technologies
have limitations and can’t meet all of the province’s energy needs. Our job is to
ensure reliable power is available throughout the year, even on the very coldest day.
To do that, we need to examine all of the generation options available, including the
most efficient near-term solution to reliably meet Vancouver Island’s capacity needs.
As part of our 2005 Integrated Electricity Planning process, we will be talking to
people around the province about the preferred resource mix for British Columbia.

To learn more about what BCHydro is already doing to secure our energy future, visit us at

www.bchydro.com.
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