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BCUC cannot rely
on stopgap Burrard
power—Province
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Gibson’s Landing takes part in the worldwide ‘Under 350’ International Day of Climate Action.

VIHA faces cuts, rising demand ~ Patrick Brown
The Vancouver Island Health Authority (VIHA)
has struggled to cut 3.1%, or $45 million, from
its $1.7 billion 2009/10 budget, even as it faces
a steadily increasing geriatric caseload. The cut
was forced by a provincial government which
finds itself in a deficit budget position. It was
made despite increasing demands from its
Health Authorities throughout the province.
Total funding to all authorities is $8.9
billion; the total cut is $360 million, so the
percentage cut for VIHA is in line with cuts
elsewhere. Not that VIHA’s funding from the
province won’t rise: over the next three years,
it’s expected to increase by 23%.

Growing Elderly Population
But for VIHA, any cuts fly in the face of the need
to serve a changing demographic which
includes an increased percentage of seniors. Out

of a population of over 750,000, the Authority
estimates that it will have responsibility for
21,700 seniors in 2010—and these are senior
seniors, aged over 85 (age 65 is now the new 50,
as we are frequently shown on TV). This is
7,000 more than in 2003; and BC Stats predicts
another 3,600 by 2020. VIHA CEO Howard
Waldner comments that an 85-year-old
consumes 10 times the health care services of a
40-year-old.

Keeping Seniors Well
It’s clear that Vancouver Islanders are living
longer and there are more of them all the time.
Waldner quotes statistics that show hip and
knee surgeries are up 72% over the past five
years; MRIs up 66%; CT scans up 58%; home
support hours up 40%; and renal dialysis
VIHA, please turn to page 2

Camp Olave in trouble,
bylaw sets precedent
The District of Sechelt had introduced a tax exemption
bylaw which, while allowing other tax exemptions for
churches, community services, etc, removed half the tax
exemption for the waterfront Girl Guides’ Camp Olave.
The 82-year-old camp, run by volunteers, has always
had a tax exemption; the new provision would expose
it to an annual property tax bill of $120,000 or more.
A special meeting of Sechelt Council was held on
Friday, October 30 to give the resolution a fourth
reading (provincial legislation requires that such
bylaws be passed by October 31, 2009 in order to be
valid for 2010). The meeting was attended by over 100
guides and scouts, fuelled by ample supplies of
cookies.
Council was clearly very much aware of strong
CAMP OLAVE, please turn to page 7

Following its July 27 Hearings on BC
Hydro’s Long Term Acquisition Program,
the BC Utilities Commission (BCUC) had
decided to include power from the natural
gas-fired Burrard Generating Station in
its estimate of the maximum power
available. Located in the Lower Mainland,
natural gas-fired Burrard is used only for
temporary peak situations when available
power is not enough to meet demand.
The provincial government has now
ordered BCUC to exclude Burrard’s
capacity from any further calculations;
although the plant would continue to be
maintained for emergency use, as before.
(When it is in use, Burrard is said to be the
largest point source of greenhouse gases
in the province.)
In its decision this summer, BCUC, the
independent regulatory body that
oversees the nuts and bolts of BC’s energy
scene, compared the total provincial
power available with calculated peaks in
expected demand and the result was used
by BC Hydro to estimate new generating
capacity needs, typically from run-of-river
or wind power. In effect, this calculation
is a comparison of worst-case scenarios—
maximum power demand compared to
generating capacity in an extreme lowwater year.
In most situations, BC has excess
generating capacity and is in a position to
export power.
BCUC, please turn to page 6

Gulf Islands Alliance
gathers on 350-Day ~ David Steen
Representatives from all 13 islands in the Islands Trust Area met
on Salt Spring Island for the Gulf Islands Alliance (GIA) Fall
Gathering which was coincidentally held on October 24, the
International Day of Climate Action.
‘We were thrilled with the turn-out,’ said GIA Chair Misty
MacDuffee of Pender Island. ‘Some people who started the day
gloomy about our chances of surviving climate change left feeling
hopeful and energized.’
GIA’s purpose is to bring people from across the Gulf Islands
together ‘because we share a common vision and challenges and
there’s strength in numbers and hopefully better solutions.’ GIA
is a non-profit volunteer grassroots organization dedicated to
upholding the ‘preserve and protect’ mandate of the Islands
Trust Act.
Speaker Guy Dauncey, a well-known visionary on
sustainability and climate change, also launched his latest book
at The Gathering, The Climate Challenge: 101 Solutions to Global
Warming. He said the world may be suffering ‘the birth pains of
a new era, a transition from darkness to light, from consumerist
bedlam to a peaceful, ecologically sustainable, solar age. There
are signs of hope and new life all over the place—and many come
from small communities where people have a higher level of
community trust and a greater willingness to embark on a new
great adventure—places just like the Gulf Islands.’
Islands Trust Chair Sheila Malcolmson outlined the
Province’s challenge to the Trust and other local governments to
GATHERING, please turn to page 5
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Salt Spring’s 350-Day participants come equipped for a future Ganges underwater.

is available at these
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locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—Across from the Hospital

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

good reading, great coffee — it’s time to get SERIOUS!

Campbell River—Island Highway @ Village Willow Point
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KITCHEN & BATH CENTRE
Bfine custom cabinets from MERIT
Bkitchens Bbathrooms Boffices

Carl Borgstom

Bdining & entertainment units

Kitchen Designer

Bserving Salt Spring & the Southern

250-538-7133

Gulf Islands

Mouat’s Trading Co. - Downtown Ganges,
Salt Spring Island

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1
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Are we really getting anywhere? Whether we admit it or not, we kilometers (about one-fifth more than Vancouver Island) and a
live in a world in which progress towards some objective is a key population of about 700,000. It is not a rich country; while its
concern, whether that progress is global, national, local, family, southern third is fertile, its central highlands are rugged and
or personal. Currently, in our obsession with the economic, our forested, and its northern third is mountainous, with many
usual, and often only, measure of success is the GDP, or Gross villages accessible only on foot.
Because it had the tremendous historical advantage of being
Domestic Product; it is measured in dollars.
It’s easy to add up, and it has a ‘bottom line’—such an isolated from the rest of the world for thousands of years, its
attractive concept for people, and media, who don’t want to be governance was something of a blank slate, writ upon lightly by
confused by the details.Yes, we know that increases in the GDP the British Raj from neighbouring India.
Over the past several
can result from both good and
Ironically, GDP is a Revenue Statement without either
decades, it has developed an
bad economic activity, both
a Profit and Loss Statement or a Balance Sheet.
enlightened constitutional
creation and war. Yes, we know
that GDP measures consuming more and more of our monarchy, a democratic government, and an openness to ideas
environment as economic growth. But the GDP is so easy to which may stem from its predominantly Buddhist heritage.
By 1972, the fourth king of Bhutan, Jigme Singye Wangchuck,
measure; it is life measured in business terms. Ironically, GDP is
a revenue statement without either a Profit and Loss statement was concerned that economic growth would result in loss of
cultural identity, ecological damage, and loss of spirituality. He
or a Balance Sheet.
But the business model is a simplistic, misleading, and challenged the idea of measuring Bhutan’s progress by GDP, and
proposed a measure of ‘Gross National Happiness’ (GNH) which
pitifully inadequate measure for the good life.
would include nine ‘pillars’. These would be: the economy,
Islands Trust Objectives
For a local alternative to mere economic measurements, we need preservation and promotion of Bhutan’s culture, the environment,
look no further than the Islands Trust Policy Statement. In good governance, community vitality, individual time use, health,
pursuit of an apparently simple objective—‘…to preserve and education, and individual psychological wellbeing. The first pilot
protect the Trust Area and its unique amenities…’—it lists survey was conducted from October 2006 to January 2007. The
objectives ranging from ecosystem preservation to resource nation-wide sample was 560 people.
stewardship, sustainable communities, and renewable energy. It
directs processes and policies, but provides, however, few means
of measuring success. The Islands Trust as a government is
limited by legislation to actions affecting land use, and requires
the co-operation of other government bodies to accomplish its
aims. Nevertheless, the Policy Statement is a good example of a
‘multiple bottom line’ approach. Other examples include Nova
Scotia’s Genuine Progress Indicator, and measurements used by
Whatcom County and Pierce County in the State of Washington.
Measuring the success of a civilization, whether global,
national, or local, obviously involves a wide selection of bottom
lines, both subjective and objective, and which cannot easily be
added together into one single figure whose increase over time
can then be characterized as ‘progress’.

Bhutan’s ‘Gross National Happiness’
Bhutan is a small landlocked nation in the Himalayas between
India and China. It has an area of about 38,000 square

Call Us Toll Free For Quotes On
• Homeowners
• Farm
• Commercial
• Bed & Breakfasts
SALT SPRING ISLAND:
Mike Garside • 250-537-5527
1103–115 Fulford-Ganges Road

SIDNEY:
Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
A2–9769 Fifth Street

BRENTWOOD BAY:
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
7178 W. Saanich Rd

OAK BAY:
Gary Law • 250-592-5544
112-2187 Oak Bay Avenue

Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd., 2-7855 East Saanich Road

www.seafirstinsurance.com
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Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker
250-537-9710

On Time & On Budget

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca
www.islandmarine.ca
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Measuring Happiness ~ Commentary by Patrick Brown

Small Business...
...Christmas Party
Poets Cove invites you
to its annual
Small Business
Christmas Party,
Saturday, December 12th,
For more information,
or to reserve your table
or book your own
private party,
contact Sales & Events
at 250.629.2135 or
events@poetscove.com

w w w. p o e t s c o v e . c o m

250.629.2100

• harvesting
systems
• design
• installation
• service

BOB BURGESS
tel. 250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnection.com

www.rainwaterconnection.com

A Second Visionary King

The fourth king abdicated in favour of his Oxford-educated son,
Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck, in 2006. Crowned (at the
age of 28) as the fifth king in November 2008, he has assumed
responsibility for the promotion of GNH, and for its use as the
basis for government planning and policy. He is supported by
the recently democratically elected 130-member parliament.
Continuing to put into practise his father’s ideas, the new king
has created a special GNH Commission and GNH committees at
regional, local, and even block levels.

‘Sufficient’ For National Happiness
As the method for judging national happiness, the survey’s 72
questions themselves are enlightening and food for thought . The
survey includes both subjective and objective questions. Each has
a prejudged answer which defines a threshold ‘sufficient’ for
national happiness, thus enabling a count to be made of the
HAPPINESS , please turn to page 6
VIHA from page 1
treatments up 23%. There are 1,070 ‘net’ new residential care
and assisted living spaces.
So one would think that VIHA’s strategy would concentrate
on keeping these seniors well and in their homes and
communities, on providing outreach services, and on preventive
health care. But the $45 million in cuts often impact just those
services.

Finding Cost Savings
VIHA has a core of 138 facilities, which include 1,450 acute care
beds and 6,000 residential care beds and assisted living units. It
employs about 16,000 staff and 1,600 physicians.
So beyond disposing of unused properties—and there were a
couple—and raising parking fees, the first targets are to reduce
what are termed ‘discretionary, administrative, and support
costs’. These include a hiring freeze, reductions of overtime,
‘vacancy management’ (not filling vacancies until it’s
unavoidable), a ‘voluntary unpaid leave program,’ the deferral of
maintenance, and not paying employees for meal breaks they
may have missed because of heavy workloads.
There will be cuts in the number of surgeries carried out, but
not cancer, cardiac, and other urgent surgeries. But if it’s not
urgent, patients will wait longer. There will be reductions in
endoscopy (looking inside your intestine), and gastric bypass
surgery. MRIs, while not reduced but may not meet demand.

Outreach
Outreach services are, by definition, outside VIHA facilities, and
are carried out through some 300 contracts with agencies and
organizations within communities. These contracts are often
custom-made to suit local situations and needs. But because they
are on year-to-year contracts, they are easier to cut, particularly
if the service provided in one community is better than in others.
Meals on wheels charges will be standardized. A registered nurse
at the James Bay Community Project, funded for years, will no
longer be funded. Some parenting, volunteer, drop-in, and
rehabilitation programs will be cut.
Peer counseling programs on the South Island, says VIHA,
‘supports clients with lower acuity needs who can be supported
through other means’. These contracts will be ‘wound down’—
but not in Sooke, Port Renfrew, and on Salt Spring Island.

Impacting the Future
The details of VIHA’s cuts show clearly that budgeting is pretty
tight already, and there will be great difficulties in saving $45
million. Core activities—hospitals and clinics—cannot be easily
cut. It is unfortunate that those outreach activities which may
form the basis for a more holistic, community-based, preventive
and rehabilitative health care approach in the future are those
which will bear the burden of the provincial government’s
financial problems. 0

What is a
property worth
without water?

• WATER WELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING
TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

• DRILLING FOR GEOSOURCE
Drilling the Islands since 1965

1-800-746-7444
www.drillwell.com

SSI: 250-537-8456
drill@drillwell.com
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November Garden Brian Crumblehulme
Woodpeckers will always tell you
when your apples are ripe.
Fall is the perfect time to assess your
landscaping needs. In this time of transition you
can compare the foliage-rich summer with the
leaner winter. Given the increasing likelihood of
increased winter storms and drier summers, it
might be safer to keep the forest away from your
house. Big forest trees like fir and cedar can
come down in a strong wind and their high resin
content makes them especially flammable if
ignited. The provincial forest service
recommends a thirty-foot clearance between
the forest and the house but this does not imply
that you blitz the area.
Our house is in the forest so I have been
gradually thinning out the coniferous forest
giants while encouraging maple and arbutus.
On the south side we also have fruit trees and a
rose and kiwi covered pergola for appearance
and produce, none of which are likely to pose a
wind or fire threat. On the contrary, deciduous
trees provide summer shade to keep the house
cool and allow weak winter sun to shine through.
Further down the driveway I recently
planted two dogwoods and two ornamental
maples. Dogwoods (both the eastern, C. Florida,
and the western, C. Nuttalli, species) grow well
on all but dry rock and marsh. Pink varietals
make spectacular specimen trees while the
white ones look well and flourish on the the
forest edge backed by native green trees.
As I write a hundred shades of maple-gold
shine around the house. These are mostly bigleaf maples, Acer macrophyllum; so for variety
I have added two more deep red maples for
summer contrast. Maples are drought and fire
resistant although when it comes time to prune
the seasoned branches they do make an

excellent, clean stove fuel.
Speaking of maples, wait until all the leaves
are down before raking and collecting them for
mulching, and don't forget to clean out the
gutters as well. In our relatively damp maritime
climate fungal infections can show up on leaves
as dark or white patches. Cleanliness is the
simplest way to deal with this by raking and
burning any infected leaves.
After the first killing frost, clean up the
flower beds and gently turn over the ground to
let some air in. A sprinkling of bone meal and
wood ash doesn’t hurt either and will encourage
strong root growth through the winter. This too
is the time to lift and divide any old and
crowded beds of perennials such as iris and
lilies. Deep rooted plants such as poppies are
best left undisturbed. Speaking of lilies, anyone
fortunate to have an established bed of Lily of
the Valley might want to select a few of the
larger crowns for potting and forcing gently into
flower for Christmas. The white short stemmed
flowers are very fragrant and make a great show
on the windowsill.
I cannot over emphasize the value of
mulching with compost or manure. Plants need
micro-nutrients and moisture, and mulching
will provide both with very little effort. Fruit
trees, roses, ornamental plants and all those
vegetables benefit from this age-old technique.
In 1583 Richard Hathaway, father of
William Shakespeare’s wife Ann, made out his
will, allotting his small farms to his three
children in perpetuity, who:
‘shall have the use, commodity and profit...
thereto belonging with the appurtenances to
be tilled, mucked and sowed...’

Countdown to Copenhagen ~ Elizabeth May

F

rom December 7–18 in Copenhagen,
Denmark, the United Nations will be
holding the most significant climate
negotiation since 1992 when the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) was negotiated and signed at the
Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro.
In those days, Canada was in the lead. We
had hosted the first international scientific
meeting on the threat of climate change. As
Senior Policy Advisor to Canada’s Environment
Minister, I was privileged to help organize that
meeting, held the last week of June, 1988, and
called ‘Our Changing Atmosphere: Implications
for Global Security.’
The opening sentence of the scientists’
statement from the Toronto conference was
memorable: ‘Humanity is conducting an
unintended, uncontrolled globally pervasive
experiment whose ultimate consequences could
be second only to a global nuclear war.’
The consensus statement went on to call for
an immediate, first step to protect the
atmosphere was to cut greenhouse gas (GHG)

1.25
OR MORE

Journey into the world of ecosystem mapping with the Islands Trust Fund’s
Kate Emmings. View, interact with, and provide feedback on your island’s
draft ecosystem maps.
Galiano Island, November 6th
2:00pm – 5:00pm
Galiano Community Hall (south end)

Hornby Island, November 22nd
1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Hornby Community Hall

Salt Spring Island, November 7th

Denman Island, November 23rd
3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Marcus Isbister Old School Centre

2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Artspring

South Pender Isl, November 26th
12:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
South Pender Fire Hall

Saturna Island, November 15th
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Saturna Community Hall

Thetis Island, November 28th
2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Forbes Hall

Lasqueti Island, November 21st
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Lasqueti Arts Centre

Gabriola Island, November 29th
11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Agricultural Hall

and

COPENHAGEN , please turn to page 5

GARDENING , please turn to page 7

Community Open House –
Ecosystem Mapping

9:30am – 12:30pm
Fulford Community Hall

20% below 1988 levels by 2005.
For those who really remember their climate
trivia, you may recall that target was a
commitment in the 1993 election and Chretien’s
first ‘Red Book’. Once in power, the Liberals
ignored it and we saw emissions rise to 26%
above 1990 levels by 2006.
Under Mulroney, we were the first
industrialized country to both sign and ratify the
UNFCCC, which committed over 180 countries
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions such that
their levels would be stabilized before becoming
‘dangerous.’ That framework treaty led to the
Kyoto Protocol, which was sabotaged once
George W Bush became president in the US and
Stephen Harper became prime minister in
Canada.
With the first phase for Kyoto’s reduction
targets being 2008-2012, negotiations for a
replacement treaty began in Montreal in 2005
(technically called the 11th Conference of the
Parties, or COP). That conference launched

*

%

ON A 1YR GIC
GUARANTEED

Aim high with our exclusive Rate Climber GIC.
Watch your investment take off with our new 1 year Rate Climber GIC. Rate Climber is
guaranteed not to drop below your entry rate of 1.25%. Better still, when the market
picks up, we’ll automatically adjust your interest rate up to a maximum of 2%. Your

call: 250-386-7643

deposit is 100% guaranteed, so you can stop worrying about your money and start
enjoying the return. Invest in Rate Climber today - only Island Savings has it.
Get this limited time offer working for you.

* Minimum deposit of $5,000. Non-redeemable over 1 year term. Rates subject to change without notice, and will differ when transferring from existing
Island Savings investments or accounts. Contact your branch for full details and conditions, or visit www.ISCU.com.

• Serving the Gulf Islands and
Greater Victoria for over 25 years
• Fuel-efﬁcient, cost-effective wood heating
• Solar domestic hot water heaters
• Sales and Installations
Unit 6 - 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Solar Heating

BRENTWOOD (250) 544-4041 CEDAR (250) 722-7073 CHEMAINUS (250) 246-3273
COWICHAN COMMONS (250) 746-5575 DOUGLAS & BROUGHTON (250) 385-4728
DOWNTOWN DUNCAN (250) 746-4171 LADYSMITH (250) 245-0456 LAKE COWICHAN (250) 749-6631
MAYFAIR (250) 385-4476 MILL BAY (250) 743-5534 SALT SPRING (250) 537-5587 WESTSHORE (250) 474-7262
WOODGROVE (250) 390-7070 www.ISCU.com

NANAIMO

More daily flights home from the Mainland
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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Readers’ Letters
Beach Clean-up

17,000 copies this edition
Every Second Thursday

STRAIT Of GEORGIA’S ONLY FREE &
MAIL DELIVERY NEWSPAPER

13,700 print copies delivered to
Gulf Islands’ households

The following letter was also sent to MLA Don McRae, Comox
Valley Regional Director Bruce Jolliffe, Minister of Agriculture
and Lands MLA Steve Thomson, and Islands Trustees Louise
Bell and David Graham.
Dear Editor:
Five years ago the Denman Island Marine Stewardship
Committee organized the first beach cleanup done by the
residents of Denman Island, including the school children. Five
years later we are still collecting similar amounts of garbage—
1.4 tons or two truckloads (28 yards) of debris, and, as in the
past, still over 90% of the garbage originates with the shellfish
farming industry that appears to be taking over the foreshore and
offshore of Baynes Sound. This area has been identified as prime
shellfish growing area on the BC coast and has been strongly
supported and promoted by the provincial government.
The government Ministry of Agriculture and Lands that
promotes and supports the industry is also responsible for
regulation and, in our view, is in a clear conflict of interest. There

3,000 print copies on the Ferry Routes and
in Victoria, Sidney, Mill Bay, Duncan,
Chemainus, Ladysmith, Nanaimo,
Bowser & Campbell River
1,500 online pdf readers each edition

www.islandtides.com
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Assistant Publisher: Jill Moran
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Bill Schermbrucker, David Denning, Jan Slakov, David Steen
Pat McLaughlin, Brian Crumblehulme, Rudy Rogalski, Robin Goldie

Tel: 250-629-3660 • Fax: 250-629-3838

Email:news@islandtides.com & islandtides@islandtides.com
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International Subs: $60.00 • Free online in PDF format
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Debris sorting at the Denman Beach Cleanup.
are insufficient inspectors to see that the industry abides by their
approved management plans, and there is still no government
Code of Practice to which the shellfish farmers must abide. The
BC Shellfish Growers Association has a Code of Practice that is
voluntary with no consequences if members do not abide by it.
And not all farmers belong to the association.
The consequences are: we have an industry that is becoming
more and more mechanized, noisier, smellier and dense; located
in inappropriate areas in front of residential properties; in an
area (Baynes Sound) that has other equally valid and longstanding uses and users—commercial and recreational boaters,
log booms being towed, and the water bomber scooping water in
the fire hazard season. The Sound is also used as a training area
for the military at the Comox base. The foreshore areas, (what is
not under shellfish cultivation,
some of which is covered by
netting) is also used by the
public for swimming kayaking
and beach walking. Over 90% of
the coastline on the Denman
Side of Baynes Sound is devoted
to the shellfish farming industry.
It is important to note that
Denman Island is one of the
Trust Islands whose mandate is
to preserve and protect the
marine environment in its
natural state for the benefit of
the residents and all BC people.
Obviously this has not
happened as, over the years, the
BC government has promoted
and approved expansion of the
industry, seemingly ignoring the
mandate of the Islands Trust.
Last year we joined the
Vancouver Aquarium in the TD
Great Canadian Shoreline
Cleanup, an effort in which
Canadians across the country
took part. This year September
12-19 was our 5th annual beach
cleanup in which, as usual,
many Denman Islanders participated. Some walked the beaches,
others brought truckloads to the recycling depot where it was
sorted and counted, as required by the Vancouver Aquarium, and
some loaded the trucks that took the debris to the Cumberland
landfill.
Of the 90% of the garbage collected that originated with the
Shellfish industry, most of it is plastic—netting, ropes, baskets,
styrofoam, pipes, barrels etc. This is particularly alarming in view
of recent studies that have shown that certain plastics break
down rapidly in the ocean. In a report to the 238th National
Meeting of the American Chemical Society (ACS), researcher

Katsuhiko Saido said ‘We found that plastic in the ocean actually
decomposes as it is exposed to the rain and sun and other
environmental conditions, giving rise to yet another source of
global contamination that will continue into the future’. Saido
said ‘his team found that when plastic decomposes it releases
potentially toxic oligomer into the water…. They can disrupt the
functioning of hormones in animals and can seriously affect
reproductive systems.’
This information confirms our belief that shellfish equipment
that washes up on the shore must be removed from the foreshore
and not be allowed to disintegrate and wash back into the ocean.
It must be better secured and stopped at the source. If there was
proper enforcement by government, shellfish farmers would not
be allowed to leave derelict, unused equipment on their site, or
allow site debris to escape and wash onto the beaches and into
the ocean. Instead shellfish farmers would be charged with
littering. It is time for the government to enforce its regulations.
Pat McLaughlin, Denman Marine Stewardship Committee

How Much Action Is Enough
Dear Editor:
Last Saturday’s International Day of Climate Action was a
beautiful day in Gibsons. There was a large turnout of the best
people in our community united for a purpose. A special event
on a beautiful day (see front page picture).
We have a great Be The Change band: Sweet Cascadia, enviroeducators as well as superb musicians, who preformed as well as
being organizers of the event. They performed their anthemic Me
and My Bike (‘me and my red, shiny, hand me down bike, leaving
my troubles behind’) after those posing for the ‘350’ picture
started to sing it spontaniously during the picture taking.
Mayor Barry totally surprised everybody by actually making
a speech that wasn’t the happy greenwash of little things you and
the Town can do to prevent climate change. He said he had been
reading Lovelock, Dyer and Bellemy Foster.
One of the organizers, Tim Turner, said we should be doing
events like this all the time and the crowd agreed. It was a special
day and thanks to Bill McKibben and 350.org.
But did we make any difference to Copenhagen? Did our
turnout—in Gibsons or globally—change anything one iota?
Those in the media have been very pessimistic this week about
Copenhagen. Did large turnouts in the US provide any leverage
against oil and coal lobbysts for the votes of key senators and
congressmen? I think not.
Did our gathering influence Harper or Chinese rulers? I think
not. Does assembling a crowd acting on behalf of climate change
action have any power to influence action at Copenhagen? I don’t
think so.
Bill McK and 350.org did educate powerfully about the need
to make 350ppm of atmospheric carbon the target—to get back
under 350ppm instead of just trying to stay under 450ppm.
But we are still heading over those tipping points to hell on
Earth, to horror and maybe even extinction, and now hope for
real action at Copenhagen is waning and what are we doing? If
climate change is an humanitythreatening emergency and we need
urgent action now, is gathering in a
crowd to show support for ‘350’ the
scale of action commensurate with the
danger we face?
Bill Henderson, Gibsons Landing

Arts Funding Cuts
Dear Editor:
Western Edge Theatre has done
business with you in the past. But we
will be doing very little business, if any,
with you this season, for a simple
reason: because of the provincial
government’s drastic cuts to both
direct access funding and the BC Arts
Council, we can’t afford to.
I’m sorry about this. We’ve enjoyed
very good relationships with all of you,
and we will remain appreciative of any
support your editorial halves continue
to provide.
I am faxing this letter to our MLAs,
as well as the Premier and other
Ministers responsible for this
situation, so that they may see in
action the effect of these cuts on our
community’s economy. And ours is
just one of hundreds of arts and culture organizations in the
province affected in this way.
The question mark is whether Western Edge will survive to
advertise with you again in future. If the provincial government
does not reverse these cuts, unparalleled anywhere in the
country, it almost certainly will not. They have already killed the
Vancouver Island International Children’s Festival. Many other
organizations are in jeopardy, ours among them.
I hope you will share this e-mail with your publishers and
business managers. My thanks for your attention.
Frank Moher, Western Edge Theatre, Nanaimo 0
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Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT • $31.50 • With image $36.75 (max 45 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42 • With image $47.25 (max 70 words)
Payment with order only. VISA credit card accepted

Thursdays, November 5, 12 & 19

Fri, Sat & Sun, Nov 20 thru 22

Pender Film Group Screenings—THUR NOV 5: Food Inc.
(2008)—the underbelly of the North American food industry
hidden from the consumer with the consent of government; THUR
NOV 12: Whatever Works (2009)—Woody Allen’s latest film
follows an eccentric man and his highly improbable, far out,
romantic entanglements; THUR NOV 19: Star Trek (2009)—
chronicle of the early days of James T Kirk and his USS Enterprise
crew members; • 7:30pm unless otherwise noted • Community
Hall • Admission by donation • Info: www.penderislands.org • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Health, Wellness & Eco-Sustainability Fair—Heal Your
Body presents a exhibition of products, services and resources,
presentations, demonstrations, food & music; FRI NOV 20: Gala
Evening: keynote speaker, food, cash bar, $25 in advance, $30 at
the door • 2 day pass (Sat & Sun): adults $15, students & seniors
$9, 12 & under free • Harbour House Hotel and Island Farmers
Institute • Info: www.HealYourBody.ca, 250-538-8718,
HealYourBody@shaw.ca • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Thur, Nov 5 thru Wed, Dec 2
Red Tree Gallery: Bev Peden and Monica Bennett—
Pender’s Artisan Co-op features paintings and etchings by Bev
Peden and hand-felted wearables by Monica Bennett; SAT NOV 7:
Artists’ Reception, come meet the artists, 11am-4pm • Red Tree
Gallery, 4301 Bedwell Harbour Rd, Hope Bay • Info:
www.redtreegallery.ca, 250-629-6800 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Wed, Sat & Sun, Nov 11, 14 & 15
Remembrance Day Weekend Family Fun Swims—enjoy
the wavepool, waterslide, pirate ship, toddler pool, family
changerooms, steam, sauna, swirlpool, and diving boards • WED
NOV 11: 10am-noon & 1-4pm; SAT NOV 14: 1-4pm, 6:30-8:30pm;
SUN NOV 15: 10am-noon, 1-4pm, 6:30-8:30pm; • Saanich
Commonwealth Place. 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right off Pat Bay Hwy
at Royal Oak Exit) • Info: 24-hour swim info-line 250-475-7620 •
IN SAANICH

Fri, Sat & Sun, November 13-15
Pender Islands Solstice Theatre presents Our Town—
Thornton Wilder’s play directed by Barry Mathias; ‘Considered to
be one of America’s finest plays’ • Community Hall • NOV 13 & 14:
7:30pm; NOV 15: 2pm • Tickets: Adults $15, children under 12 $10
• Info: Clare Mathias 250-629-9965 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Sat & Sun, November 14 & 15
Book Sale—Salt Spring Island Community Education’s annual
fundraising event; more than 12,000 books; most books priced $1$3; come and stock up for winter reading or gift giving • Farmers’
Institute, 351 Rainbow Rd • 10am-4pm • ON SALT SPRING
ISLAND

Sunday, November 15
That’s Al Folks—a one-man play by consumer Alan Weeks
followed by a cafe-style forum on mental health; refreshments will
be served • South End Hall • 1pm • Admission by donation • ON
GALIANO ISLAND

Round The Islands

Mapping the Coast
The Islands Trust and Islands Trust Fund will host open houses
throughout November to introduce new ecosystem maps to Gulf
Island communities (see ad page 3 for details). At the events,
Ecosystem Protection Specialist Kate Emmings will lead a
journey into the world of ecosystem mapping.
A diversity of plants and animals—many of them rare and
endangered—make the ecosystems of the Gulf Islands unique in
the world. The natural landscapes that support this diversity are
fragmented and in urgent need of conservation. For example,
less than 1% of the region’s old forests remain. The Islands Trust
and Islands Trust Fund have partnered to identify and map these
fragile ecosystems to meet conservation goals.
In collaboration with Parks Canada and the Province of
British Columbia, ecosystem maps are being created for the
entire Islands Trust Area using the most recent aerial
photography and field data collection. These maps are the
foundation of the Islands Trust Fund’s 2010-2015 Regional
Conservation Plan.
This new five-year plan will focus staff and volunteer attention
on the most at-risk ecosystems and on identifying a possible

Saturday, November 21
A Yuletide Gift Faire—wonderful gifts, crafts and food;
concession and lunch available; proceeds going to the Community
Hall • Community Hall • 10am-4pm • Admission by donation • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Sat, Nov 21 thru Thu, Dec 31
Comox Valley Art Gallery 35th Annual Christmas Craft
Fair—handmade local and regional gifts, with something for all
the family; pottery, jewellery, wood, glass, ornaments, specialty
foods and more • Gallery Gift Shop, 580 Duncan Avenue • SAT
NOV 21: 10am-5pm (15% discount); Mon- Sat 10am-5pm, Sun
11am-4pm • Free admission • Info and directions: 250-338-6211,
www.gallerygifts.ca IN COURTENAY

GATHERING from page 1
include climate change measures in official community plans by
next May.
Neil Dawe, of the Qualicum Institute advocated taking
measures to achieve a steady-state economy. ‘The capacity of the
planet to sustain our economic culture that’s predicated on
continuous growth is simply unsustainable’, he said. We must
reduce consumption and waste production levels to 1950 levels
or face dire consequences.
Karen Lanphear, a co-founder of the Sandpoint Transition
Initiative in Sandpoint, Idaho, invited people to consider turning
Salt Spring or the entire Gulf Islands into a ‘transition
community’. There are more than 200 transition communities
worldwide. Karen took part in a public session on transitioning
following The Gathering.
Two hours of the day were devoted to Island initiatives,
including the Community Food Program on Galiano, the Area
Farm Plan on Salt Spring, a heritage seed preservation and
promotion society, the West Coast Climate Equity website, the
Integrated Water Systems Society on Mayne, a green burial and
shoreline sustainability initiatives on Denman, and several
transportation projects on Mayne, Lasqueti, Salt Spring, Pender
and Hornby.
For more, check out the www.gulfislandsalliance.ca. 0

Sat & Sun, November 21 & 22
Gabriola Island Agricultural Association Annual Christmas
Fair—35+ vendors with arts, crafts, and homemade specialty
items; seasonal music; wheelchair accessible; photos with Santa;
bring your own camera, kids and pets; donations to PAL accepted;
Anna’s Kitchen • Community Hall, 2200 South Road • SAT: 10am4pm; SUN: 11am-3pm • Free admission • Info: 250–247-9316 • ON
GABRIOLA ISLAND

Tuesday, November 24
Viola’s Golden Girls—fun & free workshops
designed for women to learn about managing
money in a relaxed, neighbourly setting;
complimentary tea; November topic: ‘Dividends
versus Interest—What’s The Difference?’ • 4th
Tuesday of each month • Shoal Centre Board Room,
10030 Resthaven Drive • 2-3pm • Space is limited,
phone 250-657-2222 or 1-866-678-2200 • IN
SIDNEY

Local & Salish Sea-wide
Visibility For Your Event

islandtides@islandtides.com • 250-629-3660

Rainwater, Wastewater & Potable Water

network of protected areas. Ecosystem mapping will also be
available to local trust committees for land use planning.
Each open house starts with a presentation about how and
why the maps were created and how they might be used by your
community. Interacting with the digital mapping displays and
viewing 3-D air-photo will enable particpants to dive into the
many layers of ecosystem mapping.

Hornby Islanders Take to the Beaches
~ Contributed by Rudy Rogalsky
Hornby was one of over 5,000 communities on every continent
to stage events on the same day to call attention to the threat that
climate change poses for human life and civilization. It was the
most wide-spread day of environmental action in world history.
More than 150 Hornby Island residents drew a line in the sand
Saturday, October 24 as part of the International Day of Climate
Action. As a coastal community, Hornby would be especially hardhit by global warming. Rising temperatures are speeding up the
melting of the polar icecap, causing sea levels to rise.
At Tribune Bay hand-in-hand, the Hornby Islanders snaked
up the 40-foot (12-metre) bluff and back down to the beach to
show just how much dry land will be lost to ocean waters if
current environmental trends are not reversed. Then they
formed into the number 350 on the grassy verge by the beach.
Right now, the earth’s
atmosphere has hit the 387 ppm
level and continues to rise. 0
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COPENHAGEN from page 3
negotiations for the next phase of actions
starting January 1, 2013. At the Montreal
meeting, the deadline for a successor agreement
was identified as the 15th COP to be held in 2009.
No wonder the world media (with less
attention in Canada) is now focused on the
likelihood of success in December in
Copenhagen. That looming deadline led to the
global citizen mobilization on October 24,
International Day of Climate Action. For a dose
of hope and inspiration, go to www.350.org for
photos from the 181 countries around the world
that held over 5,200 demonstrations calling for
action. There you can find a glorious photo of
Salt Spring Islanders with the imaginative

snorkel protest (see page 1); as well as photos of
thousands on Parliament Hill (where I spoke at
the ‘Fill the Hill’ rally); Vancouver; Whitehorse;
the pyramids of Giza; jungles of Amazonia; and
even underwater shots from the Great Barrier
Reef.
Despite the fact that Canada had more
October 24 events than any other country,
climate action day was largely ignored by the
Canadian media. Likewise, the Canadian media
fail to report the delay of the Climate
Accountability Act, Bill C-311. That bill, first
introduced in the last session of Parliament by
NDP leader Jack Layton, received strong nonCOPENHAGEN please turn to page 7
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SHORELINE
DESIGN

The white poppy, more remembrance ~ Jan Slakov

A

fter World War 1 British war widows, devastated by the
loss of their husbands and family members, started the
White Poppy Campaign For Peace. They wanted society
to work actively to prevent war. The white poppy symbol of
working for peace was adopted in 1933 by the British Women’s
Cooperative Guild. The White Poppy has become a symbol of
active peace work worldwide. White poppies are not used as
fund-raisers; there is no competition with red poppies.
The white poppy campaign continues to flourish among those
who wish to remember more about war and peace—not soldiers
but people who struggle non-violently for peace and justice, and
the millions of non-combattants who suffer and die in war.
Myself, I want to make a powerful statement about what is
forgotten in traditional Remembrance Day ceremonies. We
thank veterans for making sacrifices to protect our freedoms, as
if that were the only way to protect freedoms, when I believe
nonviolence is a more powerful tool
for that end. We honour ‘our’ war
heroes, but neglect the many people
who resisted non-violently.
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Central Vancouver Island

STARTING FROM ONLY $19.95 PER MONTH

‘HOLIDAY HOUSE’
B&B Motel • Rooms
Vacation Suites

Contact us:

250.412.565
250.412.5657
57

info@youreyes.ca
info@youreyes.ca

FREE PICK-UP
20 min from Nanaimo Ferries
10 min from Nanaimo Airport

HERITAGE LADYSMITH
1-888-310-2299
250-618-5830
www.ladysmithholidayhouse.com

MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

GULF ISLANDS WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Whole-house Treatment
• Self-cleaning Sediment Filters
• Media Filters
• Ultraviolet Systems

REMOVE:
Iron / Odour / Bacteria /
Hardness / Arsenic
250-412-1110 • 604- 630-1114 • 524 William Street, Victoria
250-339-6914 Comox Valley

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that Theresa and
Robert Watts of North Pender
Island, BC intend to make
application to the Integrated Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for a
Specific Permission for Private
Residential Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown Land located in
the vicinity of Navy Channel,
North Pender Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is # 1413387. Written
comments
concerning
this
application should be directed to
the Section Head, Integrated Land
Management Bureau at #142-2080
Labieux Road, Nanaimo, B.C
V9T 6J9, or emailed to:
AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo@g
ov.bc.ca. Comments will be
received by ILMB until December
10, 2009 ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received after
this date. Please visit our website
at http://ilmbwww.gov.bc.ca/
under the link: Applications &
Reasons for Decisions for more
information.
Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at Integrated Land
Management Bureau’s regional
office.

www.watertiger.net

Non-military Remembrance Day ceremonies are held at the
Spanish War Monument in Victoria, starting at 10:30am and at
the gates of the Canadian Forces base in Nanoose, starting at 1pm.
Look for, or start, others in your area.
My friend Marya, who makes white poppies and distributes
them wrote: ‘At our Spanish War Monument ceremony we have
plenty of personal stories, music etc. We give out a lot of white
poppies to pedestrians who are attending the other ceremony.’
Almost all white poppies in Canada are home-made. I have
some ‘antiques’ such as: one made from a styrofoam tray with
poppy seeds glued in the middle; and boxboard ones, like I used
to make. These days, I just cut them out of interfacing material I
bought at a fabric store. Nowadays, people are encouraged to make
white poppies out of things that might otherwise go to waste.
If you would like a kit to make 100 poppies, Marya Nyland is
putting some together, email philmar@islandnet.com. You can
also pick-up poppies and pamphlets at Natureworks on Salt Spring
Island. Contact me, janslakov@shaw.ca, 250-537-5251 for sample
poppies or more information. 0

HAPPINESS from page 2
responses that did not meet that threshold, and
also a statistical measure of variation from the
threshold score for that particular question. It
looks not only at winners but also at ‘losers’ with,
one presumes, an eye to helping them achieve
happiness.

Morality Questions
Both the questions and the ‘sufficient’ answers
are revealing. Take, for example, question 4: ‘Do
you consider karma in the course of your daily
life?’ The sufficiency threshold answer is ‘daily’
which implies that this is the desirable norm for
national happiness—not surprising for a
predominantly Buddhist nation. It’s a highly
personal and subjective question, and
contributes to a ‘spirituality index’, which in turn
is defined as an elements of national happiness.
Question 34: ‘Please indicate the importance
that you assign to reciprocity in life.’ This
question asks the same question, in a different
way. ‘Reciprocity’ in this context might be
defined in terms from the Christian Bible:
‘Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that
men should do to you, do ye even so to them’
(Matthew 7:12, KJV). So this might be a this-life
check-up on question 4; the ‘sufficiency’ answer
is ‘very important’.
There is, in fact, a very strong moral flavour
to Bhutanese ‘national happiness’. Questions
35–38 ask whether killing, stealing, lying, or
sexual misconduct are ‘justifiable’. In each case,
the sufficiency threshold answer is ‘never’.
Question 33 asks: ‘How important is it for
children to learn to be impartial towards rich,

poor, different status, etc?’ The sufficiency
answer? ‘Very important’.

Living Standards
Living standards are the subject of both
subjective and objective questions. Question 40
asks: ‘What was the approximate total cash
income for your household during the past 12
months?’ The answer is a number, in the local
currency, the ngultrum, or the Indian rupee. The
‘sufficiency’ threshold is 70,597 (equivalent to
$CDN 1,608). The next question is: ‘How well
does your total household income meet your
family's everyday needs for food, shelter and
clothing?’ To which the sufficiency answer is ‘just
enough’. This answer is further illustrated by
question 45, which asks: ‘In the past 12 months,
did you buy second hand clothes instead of new
ones to keep costs down?’ The sufficiency
answer is ‘No’.
There are questions about working time (the
ideal is 7 hours), and sleeping time (ideally 8
hours); family relations (Question 54: ‘Do the
members of your family really care about each
other?’—answer: ‘agree’); and the government
(Question 67: ‘Rate the performance of central
government in fighting corruption.’—answer:
‘Excellent’)

Aggregate Scoring
Each of the 72 questions is classified into one of
the seven ‘pillars’, for the purpose of aggregating
response scores. The inevitable pressure for a
‘bottom line’, even in Bhutan, has led to the
aggregation and weighting of scores for each
HAPPINESS, please turn to page 7

BCUC from page 1

Burrard—Less Cost, More GHG
BCUC’s July decision was based on the fact that firing up Burrard
only when necessary costs less than maintaining excess
generating capacity, particularly by building new run-of-river
plants. Home demand is managed without creating more
generating infrastructure like dams and transmission lines.
The government’s edict means that BC Hydro will now have
to call for more proposals for ‘green’ power from Independent
Power Producers. 0

Cold Drafty House?
Wet Basement?
Nasty Crawl Space?
Spray-Foam Insulation (may qualify

for EcoENERGY & LiveSmart Grants)

Air Leakage and Moisture Control
Foundation Waterproofing and Repair

6pm-8pm
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AUTOMOTIVE
GSA Auto Rentals

Ross Walker

• Hazardous or un-wanted tree
removals
• View preservation and
enhancement
• Thinning, topping and pruning
• Windstorm clean up
• Free estimates, reasonable
rates

Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Minivans

www.islandmarine.ca

generaltreeservices@hotmail.com

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788

WAHL MARINE LTD.

Monthly from $625
Weekly from $205
Mention this ad for discount

On Time & On Budget
• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings
• Ramps • Pile Driving

250-537-9710

Rent

terry@gsaautorentals.com
www.gsaautorentals.com

FREE!

Scrap Car,
Truck, Bus &
Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

250-539-3752

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

MOORINGS
INSTALLED •SERVICED
MAINTAINED

Chris West
Dive Services
250-888-7199
250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net

GARDENING from page 3

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for
Sundecks, Garage Decks
and Roofdecks.
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

250-537-2990 or
1-800-804-6288

Servicing the Gulf Islands

MEETINGS

School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of
School Trustees will be held at the
Fernwood School on Tuesday,
November 10 commencing at 1pm.
To view the agenda for this meeting:
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html.
Public Welcome!

islandtides@islandtides.com

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028

250-388-2712

Fax 250-383-2198

Bulk Water Delivery

S TANDING S EAM
M ETAL R OOFING

F OR W ATER
C OLLECTION S YSTEMS

LEGAL AND ENGINEERING SURVEYS

R.L. JOHNS
LAND SURVEYING LTD.
• Site plans • Building layouts
• Subdivisions • Repostings
• Surveyors certificates
• Easements and Rights of Way

Pompion Pie
Prep: about 45 minutes, Cooking: about 45 minutes, Serves 4-6
1 short crust pie shell, 2 cups pumpkin or yellow squash puree
½ cup diced ham, 1 medium chopped onion,
¾ cup sour cream, 1 beaten egg, 6 rashers chopped bacon
thyme, oregano, anise, pepper & salt to taste
Pre-bake the pie crust until dry. Pre-fry the bacon until
transparent, then remove the bacon and saute the onion until
soft, add the ham and spices and brown slightly. Add the
remaining ingredients, except the bacon, and stir well. Place the
puree mix in the pie crust, top with bacon pieces and bake at
350ºF for 20 minutes then raise the baking temperature to
425ºF, or place under a broiler to crisp before serving.
This 18th century New England recipe combines traditional
European techniques with a new world vegetable. With crisp
salad it makes an excellent lunch or side dish for dinner.

• 3,000 gallon tankers

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599
- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

Keeping Gulf Islanders In Tune

Sales • Service • Parts
Insured • Licensed

Over 30 years experience
Registered Piano Technician

holger@hermann.ca

dave.pianoman@gmail.com

Greenhouses
for Farm
and Garden
Steele Greenhouse
Components Inc.
Mayne Island
Tel: (604) 532-1817
www.steelgc.com

FOR RENT
ISLAND
EXPLORER
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

LTD.

Southern Gulf

Hot Tubs

250-538-8244

House & Cottage Rentals
Pender Island Long Term:
Pretty ocean view, 2 bedrooms, kitchen,
open concept living room and eating
area. Furnished/unfurnished– $900.
Very private oceanfront home with
beautiful views and beach access, 4
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms–$1500.
Licensed Property Management
on the Gulf Islands since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

Serving Southern &
Northern Gulf Islands

1-800-774-1417

gulfislandspas.com

www.islandexplorer.com/pender

email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.sunnylanemusic.com

‘The logical end to a traditional fortifying restorative meal for
men, eaten in the stuffy and smelly atmosphere exhaled by boots
and damp jackets hanging out to dry... Tarte Tatin is a country
girl who’s seen a thing or two... she can laugh a merry laugh and
take a joke, but never assume she’s a nobody.’
—The Hundred Glories of French Cooking by Robert Courtine

At the close of the 19th century, the small family-owned l’Hotel
Tatin in Lamotte-Beuvron was inherited by two sisters, Carolina
and Stephane, who became renowned for their home baking. The
sisters are now long gone but the Hotel and their memory lives

Take ¾ lb sweet butter, ¼ lb powdered sugar, 2 lbs chopped
pippin apples (Kings are ideal but you might want to take a pinch
out of the sugar first. Granny Smiths also work well but need all
that sugar). Crust: ½ lb flour, 1 egg, and a pinch of salt
Take a 10-12 inch diameter cast iron skillet and gently melt about
half the butter. Add half the sugar and stir well. When the sugar
begins to caramelize, add the chopped apples and toss well to
coat all the pieces with sugary butter. Sprinkle the remaining
sugar on top and cook for 5 minutes until hot. Meanwhile, pile
the flour into a basin, add the egg, salt and remaining butter and
work this together with your fingers until you achieve a fine soft
pastry. Add a little cold water if necessary. Roll out the pastry and
flop it over the hot apple mix still in the skillet. Trim the edge and
bake in the skillet at 350ºF for about 30 minutes or until golden.
To serve, gently shake the skillet to loosen the pie, cover with
a serving plate and flip it over. Serve warm with lashings of
whipped cream and cognac while you pretend to be bourgeois
country folk returned from gathering truffles. 0

COPENHAGEN from page 5
partisan support from the Dion Liberals and the Bloc. Sadly, when
re-introduced into the House as C-311, Liberal support eroded.
The bill sets targets for GHG reductions along the lines
demanded by science. It would allow Canadians in Copenhagen
to tell the world that the majority of Canadians and majority of
MPs favoured meaningful cuts to hard targets. Tragically, it was
delayed by a Conservative motion supported by the majority of
Liberals, including Michael Ignatieff. Full marks, by the way, to
Dr Keith Martin, Liberal MP from Esquimalt Juan de Fuca, for
voting to get the bill back in the House for a vote before Copenhagen.
The vote to delay the climate bill would have received no
media notice if not for a quite spontaneous development on the
Monday following the October 24 Day of Action. About 120
young people who had been in Ottawa for the ‘Fill the Hill’ rally
attended Question Period that day. I was in my usual spot in the
Diplomatic Gallery sitting with Pender Island writer Bill Deverell,
directly facing the public gallery where the youth were seated.
While the unruly lot in Question Period below us, occupied with
far less significant issues, bellowed their typical jabs and hoots
of derision, one young man in the gallery stood and shouted out
‘C-311, sign it!’ As he was led out by security, another young
person called out for the climate bill to be passed. Ultimately, all

the youth were cleared from the gallery.
Environment minister Jim Prentice called it an ‘NDP
publicity stunt,’ but there was nothing partisan about those
young people. They were expressing what we all should be
feeling. They are fighting for their future.
As Copenhagen approaches, the negotiations are deadlocked.
The head of the UN negotiations said last week that full success
in Copenhagen is now ‘impossible.’
‘It is physically impossible under any scenario to complete
every detail of a treaty in Copenhagen,’ said Yvo de Boer,
executive director of the UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change, ‘but Copenhagen can and must agree to the political
essentials that will make a long-term response to climate change
clear, possible, realistic and well defined.’
To our collective shame, Canada has been part of the problem,
demanding special treatment and expansion of the tar sands.
The warnings of the scientific community are clear. GHG levels
must stop rising and level off by 2016. They must begin to fall
from there. If not, we could well be locking the atmosphere and
climate system into a rapid accelerating process called ‘runaway
global warming’ in which case nothing we do in 2020 or 2030
can reverse catastrophic trends.
Is it any wonder our children cry out? 0

Tarte Tatin
Prep: 15 minutes, Baking: 30 minutes

• street flushing • film industry

Swimming Pools

Dave Paulson
250-658-0346

dasons@telus.net

• CRD approved drinking water
• pool filling • dust control

johns.rljohns@shawcable.com

Professional Teacher/Musician

250-539-5252
250-478-6937
www.smithsondrilling.com

SERVING SAANICH PENINSULA
& THE GULF ISLANDS
Ron Johns, BCLS, CLS
250-658-9515
cell: 250-882-9515

on in this most perfect dish.

Recipes

Well Drillers

ALSO

YOUR BUSINESS WILL BE SEEN LOCALLY AND ALL ACROSS
THE STRAIT OF GEORGIA, FROM AS LITTLE AS $30

250-629-3660

Ltd.

D. A. SMITHSON & SONS

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

CE VAESE
N
A ROOFING

N

Serving Galiano &
the Gulf Islands

L

GENERAL TREE SERVICES

Book with the best!
Pick-Up from
Swartz Bay Ferry Terminal &
Victoria Airport

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

MARINE

HAPPINESS from page 6
pillar, and overall scoring of results for each dzongkhag
(province). Weightings of each of these pillars are comparable
(around 10%); no one dominates.
The first of its kind, this initial sample gave a reading that 68%
of Bhutanese were ‘very happy.’ Of course the survey is small, so
any statistical analysis must take into account that there are
inherent margins of error. The survey has only been carried out
once so far, so no longitudinal comparisons are yet possible.
However just reading it gives one hope.

What’s Important
Measures like Bhutan’s Gross National Happiness, Nova Scotia’s
Genuine Progress Indicator, or even the Islands Trust Policy
Statement illustrate how the objectives of government can be set
far wider than the Gross Domestic Product, which is only a crude
indicator of economic activity. And those objectives can and will
be used as targets for the policies and actions of governments
(national and local), corporations, societies, and individuals.
They have immense power to steer human progress towards
collective visions of a future that we can embrace. 0
CAMP OLAVE from page 1
public sentiment against the reduced exemption for the camp,
but could not amend the bylaw at fourth reading, and passed it
with Mayor Darren Inkster breaking the tie. Inkster explained
that with the wording of the Bylaw as it was and the imminent
deadline, he could not put council in the position of denying
exemptions to the other 45 different organizations.
Council discussion at the meeting favoured making a grant to
Camp Olave to cover its 2010 taxes, and supporting reassessment
of the property (currently at $26 million, despite being zoned as
parks/recreation), and moving towards a permanent tax
exemption for the camp. However, no resolution to do this was
introduced. Some councilors favoured a complete ‘policy review’
of all tax exemptions.
It was reported that the Province was aware of the
controversy, and that assessors were at the camp on October 29
and 30. Mayor Inkster said after the meeting that he had
discussed with the Province the possibility of assessing all such
camps at zero, or of the Province paying taxes on their behalf to
local government.
In the meantime, a precedent for taxation of camps in
municipalities has been established. Most camps in the province
are located in rural areas, and are under a temporary exemption
from taxes established by provincial legislation (the Taxation
(Rural Areas) Act). The Sechelt meeting also heard a suggestion
that the camp be severed from Sechelt and attached to the
neighbouring community of Roberts Creek, part of the Sunshine
Coast Regional District. 0
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank

O

ur pond is full and the Waterfall Trail is starting to roar
as the water cascades into Lyall Creek. The rain have
saturated the ground enough to allow for outdoor
burning! In fact, the precipitation requires hydro management—
ditching and diverting streams of rainwater. The sunny days are
so welcome, still warm enough to be easy to work and putter
outside: finish apple picking, split and stack firewood, and
harvest the garden. The maples are a still a blaze of colour. Last
week on the ferry we came the southern route home on the
afternoon ferry, around South Pender and Blunden Island.
Looking up at Brown Ridge in the long light of fall, Saturna was
gorgeous.
While sweeping up the golden piles of maple leaves on the
café deck I came across an alligator lizard. Scarcely moving, cold,
wet and so beautiful. I am used to them being a skitter of
movement in my peripheral vision on their way from one sunny
rock crevice to another. The Gulf Islands is such a little oasis for
the furthest northern range of lots of critters; our warm microclimate is critical! This lizard needed a warmish tuck-hole for the
winter! The patio with a western exposure is a bad place for a
lizard at this time of year. The rocks with all-day southern
exposure that line Narvaez Bay Road just 50-feet away are the
lizard hang-out.

Water Meeting
Despite our copious amounts of rain in fall and winter, Saturna
has areas with increasing population which are having problems
with maintaining an adequate supply of water from drilled wells.
Gathering and storage for use in summer is a good solution.
But until recently, catchment systems did not meet regulations
for potable (drinkable) water. Since that changed, many people
have a combination of well and catchment or even all catchment.
Prompted by a problem with a number of wells at East Point
this summer, the executive of the Water Conservation Committee
(Janet Land, Michael Pierce, Joan Combes and Teresa Higgins)
convened a meeting to determine comprehensive measures

Photos: Bill Schermbrucker, Christa Grace-Warrick

Young, and older, learn to use fire extinguishers at ‘clinics’ held on the Southern Islands (Saturna above, Pender
inset). Residents’ extinguishers were check by Sidney Fire Equipment.
needed to protect Saturna’s aquifers. The intention was to get
residents and government representatives who has responsibility
for regulating water use into the same room.
From the Ministry of the Environment came Pat Lapcevic,
groundwater hydrologist and Jillian Kelly, groundwater
protection officer. From the Vancouver Island Health Authority
came Environmental Health Officer Erwin Dyck. From the
Ministry of Transport came subdivison Approving Officer Bob
Wylie. From the CRD came Director Ken Hancock and Robert

Guitierrez Manager of Building Inspection. Already on-Island
were our Local Island Trustees Bev Neff and John Money.
At the day long meeting, participants met twice in
conversation of the whole and, in between, in small groups to
consider the questions: ‘What needs to be in place now in order
to protect our aquifers far into the future?’ and ‘Where are the
gaps and how will we fill them.’ As you can imagine this dynamic
style of interaction allows for plenty of information sharing and
plenty of inspired thinking. 0

A Winter Tale ~ Book Review by Christa Grace-Warrick

C

anadian novelist Bill Deverell has described Snow Job,
his just-launched book, as a ‘political thriller’ though he
says he knows that’s an oxymoron. Thriller it may not
be—but intriguing, entertaining and informing it certainly is.
Parliament Hill has never seemed more engaging and accessible.
Set in the present day but with an entirely fictional
Conservative cabinet, warts and all, the title alludes to spies,
central Canada’s winter weather, and to being conned. As
Deverell weaves the many threads of his plot, one wonders who’s
got who on which string.
Deverell’s tongue is never out of his cheek. Snow Job is a
Salman Rushdie-esque approach to a serious subject. Deverell
has a good ear for quintessential Canadian rhythms of speech
and turns of phrase; dialogue is his chief mechanism for creating
the complex humour in the book.
Another of Deverell’s skills is being able to sketch inner and
inter-personal lives for a great variety of characters, which gives
his comedic characters credibility and draws us close to his major
ones.
Locations in Snow Job jump from the Cabinet Room, to
Garibaldi Island, to Vancouver, to the Balkans and back to

The Group of One

John W. Russell

Ottawa with increasing rapidity as
Canada’s international crisis deepens.
Tying them all together is Arthur
Beaucham, Deverell’s west coast
lawyer, ostensibly trying to retire to his
island in the Salish Sea but being
drawn back by his love of the law into
representing the victims of global
intrigue. He is also drawn back because
the inner Arthur is rather a muddled
chap with many self-doubts and only in his lawyer role does he
become the self-assured tiger he can be. In fact it’s quite a jolt
when he transforms from one to the other (one almost looks for
a telephone booth).
With Snow Job, Deverell steps firmly out of the crime writer
genre into something much broader—and something quite
Canadian. He’ll be joining some very good company.
This novel, and the current twists and turns of minority
government in Ottawa, revive Canadian politics as a spectator
sport—all we need now are the hockey cards. Politics is becoming
exciting again: full of possibility, intrigue, drama and
exasperation. Perhaps this is the reward of minority government.
Current and upbeat, Snow Job’s episodic structure would
make a good movie—or a TV series in The Amazing Mrs
Pritchard-style. Hopefully, there is still enough money in the arts’
coffers for someone with chutzpah to do it.
See ad page, 6 for details of book launch locations. 0

Independent Dental Hygiene in a relaxed setting
Registered Dental Hygienists offering:
• scaling • root planing • polishing
• whitening • gum disease therapy

To mark the 50th anniversary of the artist’s death,
Renaissance Studio presents an important exhibiton of

60 works by John W. Russell

Celebrating 7 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea

Opening: Saturday, November 14, 3-7pm

250-655-4884

Renaissance Studio

At Harbour House Hotel & Island Farmer’s Institute

3302 Port Washington Road, Pender Island 250-629-3070

Gala Evening, Fri, Nov 20: guest speaker, local organic tapas, cash bar

