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Ferries’ southern islands’ cuts - Natalie Dunsmuir

G

ulf Island communities will feel the strain of
new ferry cuts this winter. Though BC
Ferries uses phrases such as ‘adjusting
schedules’ and ‘implementing refinements’, the
severity of these cuts is not disguised. On nine
Wednesdays between January 7 and March 4, 2015,
all Tsawwassen-Gulf Island sailings will be cancelled.
Queen of Nanaimo will not leave port on those days.
Friday scheduling will also change between
Tsawwassen and the Southern Gulf Islands from
mid-October to mid-May. There will only be one
sailing in the evening, mirroring the Monday to
Thursday schedule.
The last adjustment BC Ferries is putting in place
is to change Friday’s schedule between Swartz BaySouthern Gulf Islands so that it will be the same as
the Monday to Thursday schedule for the winter.
Schedule changes have been updated on the BC
Ferries website, but as yet no print booklets have
been issued.
BC Ferry Services Inc says that it has spent
months working with Southern Gulf Islands and Salt
Spring Ferry Advisory Committees (FACs)
attempting to find a scheduling solution that will
meet the net cost savings target established by the
Province while minimizing the impact of cuts on
islanders. The idea of cutting Wednesdays was
initiated by these FACs as an alternative to reducing
sailings on weekends.
With the recent release of the socioeconomic
study ‘Boatswains to the Bollards’, which examines

BC Ferries’ effect on the economy and livelihood of
British Columbia, dissatisfaction towards BC Ferries
has increased. Rising fares and decreasing sailings
have driven some people, such as Gabriola’s Bridge
Society, to search for ways around the multi-million
dollar corporation, sparking debate between
communities. While not all residents are eager to put
their faith in bridges, many feel that something does
need to change.
It can be said for BC Ferries that they did make
an effort to reduce the inconvenience their schedule
changes will inflict upon islanders and visitors; every
action has unknown ripples, however. In this case,
students who attend Saturna Ecological Education
Center (SEEC), which runs from Sunday night to
Wednesday afternoon, will have to find new ways of
reaching their homes for the weekend.
‘The SEEC Program already overcomes many
challenges to offer a world-class educational
program on relatively isolated Saturna Island, and
now these cuts will add to the level of complexity
involved,’ says teacher and principal of the SEEC
program, Steve Dunsmuir. ‘Our students come from
all over the province and Wednesdays are a prime
time for them to travel home. Having to divert
through Swartz Bay will add hours to their travel
time, if they can even make the connection at all.’
BC Ferries’ recent history is littered with sailing
cuts and fare increases. As a result, ridership is now
close to the same level as it was in 1991, despite
poulation increses. 0
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Monopoly could force bankruptcy
of Gulf Islands’ recyclers - Patrick Brown

U

nder
its
Environmental
Management Act, the Provincial
government established the
objective of shifting the costs and
responsibility for recycling used packaging
to the companies that created the
packaging.
Interestingly, a group of companies
that produce packaging then created a
non-profit agency, Multi-Materials BC, to
take over responsibility for ‘stewardship’
of a broad range of recyclables
throughout the province. Multi-Materials
BC (MMBC) is a child of bungled
legislation. It gives it an effective
monopoly on a complex task previously
carried out by numerous local
governments and NGOs.
MMBC is unable to raise sufficient
finance, has set unrealistic prices for
recyclables, failed to communicate
adequately with both local governments
and producers of recyclables, and is
rushing to organize operations all over
BC to meet an arbitrary provincial
government deadline next year.
It is no surprise that MMBC has
accumulated significant opposition from
business, local government, and the

numerous small local societies that
operate recycling throughout the
province. Several of these are on the Gulf
Islands.

MMBC’s Stewardship
Plan
The BC Recycling Regulation under the
Environmental Management Act
requires that, as of May 2014, every
‘producer’ of packaging and printed
paper (PPP) that wishes to sell, offer for
sale, or distribute their products to
residents in British Columbia must
operate, or be a member of, an approved
plan concerning the end-of-life
management of their products.
MMBC’s plan is based on the
residential packaging and printed paper
category that is already being recovered
(estimated 50%–75%) by local
government, not-for-profit, and private
sector initiatives. It is intended to build
on existing recycling initiatives ‘through
development of commercial partnerships
with existing economic players’.
MMBC has been established under
the British Columbia Society Act, and will
RECYCLING, please turn to page 2
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News In Brief
Malcolmson NDP Candidate for
Nanaimo-Ladysmith
An overflow crowd of NDP members chose Sheila Malcolmson
as the NDP candidate for the newly created NanaimoLadysmith riding for the next federal election, scheduled for
October 2015.
Malcolmson won the nomination in a race that included four
very strong candidates: Natasha Bob, Nanoose First Nation
councillor; Kip Wood, math teacher in the Nanaimo school
district; Dominique Roelants, lawyer and professor at VIU; and
Jackie Moad, registered nurse at Nanaimo Regional General
Hospital. Malcolmson won the nomination on the second ballot
in a spirited nomination meeting at downtown Nanaimo’s
Vancouver Island Conference Centre.
Malcolmson took the nomination after 12 years serving as
Islands Trustee for Gabriola Island, six of those years as the
Chair of Islands Trust Council.
Malcolmson has lived on Gabriola Island for 20 years, and
grew up in a family rooted in the formative years of social
democrats for the CCF. Malcolmson’s grandfather, John Osler,
started the first law firm in Canada for the labour movement,
and ran in several elections. As one of the people who laid the
foundation for the New Democratic Party of Canada, he was
Sheila’s mentor and political guiding light.

NEB Environmental Review Criticized
Delegates to the annual meeting of the Union of BC
Municipalities passed three resolutions criticizing the current
National Energy Board’s review of Kinder Morgan’s Trans
Mountain Expansion Project.
The City of Burnaby sought restoration of oral hearings and
cross examination. The City of Vancouver sought an
appropriate emergency response regimen for bitumen, which
does not float. The City of Victoria wanted the provincial
environmental review restored; it had been abandoned when
the Province agreed to merge its review with the federal NEB
procedure. And many delegates to the convention indicated
their support for these resolutions by wearing the Dogwood
Initiative’s blue wristbands.
Meanwhile, the Tsleil-Waututh First Nation hosted a
gathering of indigenous community delegates from around the
Salish Sea to sign an intertribal treaty opposing Kinder
Morgan’s pipeline through BC. The international treaty to
Protect the Salish Sea was signed by nine First Nations from
both sides of the Canada–US border.

West Vancouver Still Opposes
Woodfibre LNG Proposal
West Vancouver Council, which had previously heard from
opponents of the proposed Woodfibre LNG plant and had
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A surreal view of the Hope Bay dock on North Pender Island.
resolved to oppose it, heard from its proponents and then
confirmed council’s unanimous opposition to the scheme.
Woodfibre LNG Project Director Alex Brigden touted the jobs
and the safety of the proposed plant, which might well be the
first built of many proposed plants. But council was having none
of it, and cross-examined Brigden relentlessly. The project
would send 40 tankers per year down Howe Sound alongside
the Sea-to-Sky Highway.

together to create good jobs.’
The Summit brought together dynamic speakers from across
the political spectrum, including Premier Kathleen Wynne;
former advisor to Barack Obama, Van Jones; ATB Chief
Economist Todd Hirsch; Unifor National President Jerry Dias;
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives Ontario Director Trish
Hennessy; Unifor Economist Jim Stanford; WWF President
and former Mayor of Toronto David Miller.

How To Get Good Jobs

Municipalities Place Amalgamation
Question on November Ballot

On October 3, more than 1,000 students, workers, members of
community organizations, government officials, business
leaders, union representatives, researchers, policy makers, and
others gathered at the former Maple Leaf Gardens in Toronto
for the Good Jobs Summit, to discuss solutions for creating good
jobs.
The Good Jobs Summit was organized by Unifor, Ryerson
University, the Canadian Federation of Students, and the
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives. It was a national
conversation on creating quality employment opportunities,
ending youth underemployment, and on the growing
precariousness in the labour market.
‘We’re taking a leadership role in provoking a conversation
about solutions to the challenges we face in today’s economy,’
said Unifor National President Jerry Dias. ‘We’re bringing
together many unlikely partners to consider how we can work

RECYCLING from page 1
use a wide variety of producers, and through a wide variety of
(generally existing) operations to recycle packaging, ranging
from urban ‘blue box’ systems to rural depots.
MMBC draws its funding from producers of printed paper
and packaging, and from the sale of recycled materials to
processors. MMBC’s business plan may include sufficient
funding to support the established urban recycling systems, but
does not appear to establish payments sufficient to cover the
costs of rural depot operations. Their business plan has not been
made public.
The management of MMBC consists of a board comprised
of senior executives from Unilever Canada, Loblaws, Walmart,
Tim Hortons, CocaCola, Procter & Gamble (all in Toronto); and
a Managing Director, Allen Langdon, from the Retail Council
of Canada (also from Toronto).

Opposition to MMBC
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It is now clear that MMBC’s original plan did not provide for
recyclable prices that would sustain rural recycling depots. Not
only that, the plan has failed to attract producers who were
expected to make significant financial contributions, even
though they were listed in MMBC’s ‘Stewardship Plan’. MMBC
has also run into opposition from a number of local and regional
governments.

Corporate Opposition
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Members of a number of producer associations are actively
opposing MMBC’s program. They include: BC Agriculture
Council, BC Landscape & Nursery Association, BC Bottle and
Recycling Depot Association, BC Printing and Imaging
Association, BC Yukon Community Newspapers Association,
Canadian Federation of Independent Business, and
Newspapers Canada.
As a result, MMBC has a budget shortfall of at least $30
million, out of a total budget estimated to be at least $100
million.

The Costs Of Rural Recycling
Over the past year, the Recycling Regulations, and subsequently
MMBC, were created by the provincial government after a brief
study that ignored island recycling depots, and, indeed, most
existing rural operations. The result was a plan that fails to
allocate sufficient finance to rural depots, and which also fails
to provide for many types of waste which they traditionally
handled.

Oak Bay Council passed a motion on September 29 to place the
non-binding question of Amalgamation onto the November
election ballot. The question proposed by Amalgamation Yes is
‘Are you in favour of reducing the number of municipalities in
the Capital Regional District through amalgamation?’
On October 6, North Saanich Council decided to ask the
question ‘Do you support a provincially funded study to
investigate the feasibility, costs and implications of
amalgamating the municipalities of North Saanich, Sidney, and
Central Saanich?’
The same day, Saanich Council passed a motion to place the
question ‘Do you support Council initiating a community-based
review of the governance structure and policies within Saanich
and our partnerships within the Region?’
NEWS IN BRIEF, please turn to page 7

The recycling waste stream is, of course, enormously
complex in both its sources and its disposition. This means that
some items can be handled at a profit, others can only be
handled below cost recovery.
MMBC sets the fixed prices for the recyclables they are
prepared to accept. MMBC, it seems, has been deliberately
created to cherry-pick profitable waste and reject the rest,
leaving the task of sorting waste which is below cost recovery
(even assisted by volunteers) to the remnants of what used to
be viable community organizations.
To make matters worse, MMBC’s objectives are set as 75%
of recyclable packaging, province-wide, measured by the ton.
This creates an incentive to maximize the pickup of certain
waste streams, while ignoring the other two ‘R’s that go with
Recycle: Reduce and Re-use. The tonnage incentive also means
that MMBC concentrates on urban areas, and ignores rural
ones.

Recycling On The Islands In Trouble
Recycling has a long history on the Gulf Islands; for example,
Southern Islands organizations go back more than a quarter
century.
On the Gulf Islands, recycling depots are operated by
independent, not-for-profit societies which offer many
additional services, such as re-use free stores, to their
commmunities. They have become cultural drivers.
These recycling operations have historically been financed
by the sale of recycled materials, together with grants from the
Capital Regional District. Recycled materials are sorted and
delivered, by truck via ferry, to a wide variety of processors, who
then market the material to end-markets both in and outside of
BC.
The MMBC proposal has the potential to destroy these
operations, by assuming responsibility for their funding from
the Regional District, and then by setting and enforcing major
recyclables prices too low to cover the collection, sorting, and
shipping costs incurred by island depots. It appears that MMBC
seems to expect local governments to make up the difference.
The Capital Regional District, having been presented with
the MMBC proposition at very short notice, agreed to continue
financing the southern islands recycling depots until May of
2015.
It’s a short time frame to find solutions to a huge problem
for this invaluable service and islands’ economic driver. 0
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Signals of Systemic Unsustainability?

- Loys Maingon

economy’s impact on natural capital is the
principal driver of global environmental
changes. As much as endless development
requires an endless energy supply, business
structured around the concept of GDP has
played a direct and disproportionate role in
both the causation and the politics of climate
change.
In the light of the ongoing and developing
reality of climate change, the assumptions of
endless development and what they continue
to imply for the loss of natural and social
capitals, the authors remind us: ‘As Paul
Raskin has said: ‘Contrary to the conventional
wisdom, it is business as usual that is the
utopian fantasy—forging a new vision is the
pragmatic necessity’.’
Just how unsustainable the pro-business
fiction has become was made obvious on July
8 when the provincial associations of
professional planners, foresters and biologists
found it necessary to issue a joint statement
recognizing that: ‘climate change is occurring
and it has fundamental impacts on British
Columbia’s communities and ecosystems’.
Contrary to the media fanfare that this
felicitous recognition is a first, what should
strike the reader is that these groups have a
vested interest in the business community’s
success, and have until recently been in the
forefront of climate change doubting. It is only
the unsustainability of the current developing
economic and environmental situation and the
growing gap between the state of natural
capital and the economy that forces, even upon
its strongest supporters, a realization that the
system cannot be made sustainable, as the
Brundtland Report proposed. Large-scale

social changes are now inevitable if we are ever
to meet the challenges of global environmental
changes.

Neonicotinoids: Canaries In
The Coalmine
Globally, the links between the unsustainability
of the economic paradigm and the
environmental changes it is driving—and our
failure to respond decisively—were brought
home recently in two parallel articles on the
impacts of neonicotinoids. The summer issue
of Birdwatch published a good but very
cautious article ‘Pesticides and Bird Health:
Neonicotinoids in the Crosshairs’, with
extensive industry comment, just as Dutch
research on the same topic was published in a
July issue of Nature. The Dutch study
demonstrates that a mere 20 nanograms per
litre of the neonicotinoid imidacloprid in
aquatic environments results in a regional
3.5% decline in insectivorous birds, which
amounts to a 30% decline in 10 years.
The important point that Hallmann et al
make in the Nature article is that, in keeping
with previous reviews, neonicotinoids are not
simply the ‘selective toxins’ industry claims.
They are working their way up the food chain
at concentrations equivalent to past persistent
pollutants in soil and water, and are altering
entire ecosystems. This research confirms part
of the review undertaken in 2012 from an
immunological perspective.
As Dr Dave Goulson has pointed out, most
politicians and regulators have turned a blind
eye to the potential impact of neonocotinoids
in order to enhance business. The striking
TSILHQOT’IN RULING, please turn to page 11
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erhaps the most important event in BC natural capital as residuals to economic
for environmental scientists this last activity), it is still natural and human capital,
summer has been the surprising June not GDP, that remain the real bottom-line and
26 Supreme Court’s Tsilhqot’in ruling cornerstone of any economy. The market
(Tsilhqot’in Nation v. British Columbia, 2014 needs resources and social license, even if it
SCC 44 ). Hailed as a ‘game changer’ that took takes them for granted. Tsilhqot’in makes
both appellants and respondents aback, this human and natural capital the principal bases
judgment may signal a broader and more for economic activity, and treats development
sweeping revision in our global approach to the as a residual.
way we manage the environment and the
The judgement took everyone by surprise
economy. As the business sector has been because it stands all the assumptions inherent
quick to note, the implications inherent in this in GDP on their heads.
That human and natural capital are the
judgment go to the core of how we do business
and how we set our social and economic priority for Tsilhqot’in is self-evident in the
immediate outcome of this judgement. On
priorities.
July 14, the Union of BC Indian
In many ways, this judgement
Chiefs
launched
nine
should be taken as a recognition
constitutional challenges to the
that even business which has
‘Tsilhqot’in has
Northern Gateway Project.
been perceived until now to
been thought by some
be ‘sustainable’, in keeping
to be a watershed moment Grand Chief Stewart Phillip
and others have made it
with the goals and
in environmental
clear that natural capital,
assumptions set out in the
management, but the
and building a different
1987 Brundtland Report,
question is: in what sense
economy in which natural
is reaching its limits and
does this local judgement
capital is accounted for, are
tolerance point.
really affect globalized
their priority:
Tsilhqot’in’ has been
‘When I am standing out on
thought by some to be a
business?’
the land... shoulder to shoulder,
watershed
moment
in
it’s not going to be for a better deal.
environmental management, but
It’s going to be to protect the land and the
the question is: in what sense does this
local judgement really affect globalized environment... This is a tremendous waste of
business? How does it fit into current taxpayers’ money when we are all trying to
environmental management trends touted by build an economy.’
This question is not unique to British
federal and provincial governments alike?
The importance of this judgement is not just Columbia. Although the government of
that it was the first time the Supreme Court Nunavut has expressly rejected fracking, the
declared Aboriginal title to the land outside a federal government has just approved fracking,
reserve. It also reaffirms the fiduciary based on the National Energy Board process
obligations of government not to business, but which is seen by many to favour business
to people and the land. In doing so, it casts interests. Again, Tsilhqot’in will undoubtedly
doubt on the potential changes made by the prove instrumental in re-directing priorities,
current federal government in the and proposing new economic paradigms, since
environmental assessment process for energy ‘business as usual’ is deemed untenable.
projects which has given the National Energy
Analysizing Global
Board extraordinary powers that seem
Economic Models
weighted in favour of the oil and gas industry.
Building a Sustainable Desirable EconomyThe apprehensions of the business
in-Society-in-Nature is founded on a
community are well laid out by Ravina Bains
pragmatic economic and environmental
in the Fraser Institute’s report: A Real Game
assessment of the unsustainability of economic
Changer: An Analysis of the Supreme Court
models that grew out of postwar conditions.
of Canada Tsilhqot’in Nation v. British
This report analyses the ability of three types
Columbia Decision. There is a kind of quiet
of economic models to meet the economic
desperation in the articulation of alternatives
changes human society needs to make to
open to a government that could still act on
address the challenges posed by climate
behalf of business interests. (All of which
change.
stands in contradiction to the de-regulatory
The three models are: the current economic
free-enterprise mantra that would keep
model based on GDP measures; the green
government out of business and let ‘the market’
economic sustainability model of the
determine everything).
Brundtland Report which decouples GDP from
As Bains stresses: ‘The judgment reaffirms
carbon impacts; and, the ecological economic
that consultation processes and the
model which restrains development and fully
justification of infringements of Aboriginal
accounts for natural and social capital using the
rights and title are the responsibility of the
ISEW (Index of Sustainable Economic
Crown and not project proponents. It will
Welfare) and GPI (Genuine Progress Indicator)
mean that if development is to occur on
to measure economic performance.
Aboriginal title land against the wishes of the
Conventional economic models propose
First Nation, governments will have to be
that human well-being can be measured in
advocates for third party projects.
terms of national gross domestic product, and
‘Where there is no consent, and the
that well-being is a product of an economy of
potential infringement cannot be justified,
endless growth. It is the vision we have grown
proposed projects may be set aside by the
up with, but it is not the only paradigm
court. This is also true for existing development
available. Any paradigm based on GDP is very
projects. This puts current and potential
closely associated with the concept that a rising
development at risk and results in increased
tide lifts all ships—that is, that growth will
uncertainty for economic development in
benefit everybody.
British Columbia.’
This is the concept which the French
Tsilhqot’in shifts the priorities which
economist, Thomas Picketty, has recently
successive governments have given to the
debunked by analyzing three centuries of
interests and leadership of the business
economic data which demonstrate the growing
community, to the interests that a local
economic and income inequalities that have
population has in its environment, and the
vast negative environmental and social
obligations that a government has to that
impacts.
population.
Paradigms change when they can no longer
In this sense, Tsilhqot’in may be part of a
answer the sets of problems before us. GDP
global trend heralding a much needed
answered global economic problems posed at
paradigm shift consistent with the objectives
Bretton Woods in 1944 to re-build the
set out by Robert Costanza et al in their 2012
European economy. The set of problems we
United Nations report: Building a Sustainable
now face have changed, and GDP is no longer
and Desirable Economy-in-Society-inadequate to meet the challenges of this century.
Nature.
As Costanzo et al have been repeatedly
For those who are not familiar with this
discussing for the past three decades in key
document, it is a must-read—if only because,
publications such as Science and Nature, these
although much of what it proposes might at
economic considerations have very important
first seem utopian, a judgement like Tsilhqot’in
ecological and environmental consequences.
reminds us that while business priorities are
The central environmental outcome of the
based on the economic paradigm of GDP
current economic model is climate change. The
(which marginalizes human capital and
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Local Economies

Last Saturday, along with others, I received a stewardship award
from the Islands Trust. It was a special moment. Stewardship
Awards are one marvellous idea for recognizing the efforts of many
people throughout the Trust Area in a huge diversity of initiatives
that support islands’ culture; keeping both our landscape and our
communities vibrant. It’s not easy to keep either of these intact and
not easy to keep them synergistic—rather than competing.
Economically, it may be that we have come through a boom
time in the ’90s and early noughties and that we are moving back
to a time of more modest ways of life. And the solution to keeping
body and soul together can no longer be in chasing after tourist
dollars that are just not there anymore. There may be other ways
to bring in those ‘import’ dollars. We certainly have to offer more
than heads-on-beds and shopping.
Over the last years, due in large part to our good
telecommunications, many families that work (and get paid) at a
distance have joined our communities, bringing money into
islands’ economies. Some people are mid-career who now work on
contract, so are free to work from our paradise. Some are young
professionals who want to bring up their children in our supportive
communities, where multi-generations contribute to teaching
many skills, alongside our conventional school system teachers.
Other families have been able to come to us because of the
generosity of parents who already owned property here.
Many more young families, longing to be part of our
extraordinary communities, would join us. Though housing prices
have dropped, the sticking point is still the high price of land.
Affordable, low-impact, housing initiatives, such as Galiano Green,
are another key to future prosperity; they deserve our support. Our
islands’ bylaws were not set up, years ago, with this kind of housing
in mind, so jumping through all the regulatory hoops can be a very
long and tiring process. However, once affordable housing has been
created once or twice, it will get easier and will bring the young
energy, spirit, and innovativeness which we need on the islands.
Learning about our islands and experiencing the welcoming
warmth and informality of island culture is also an economic driver.
Combine interpretive programs with walking, hiking, kayaking,
cycling—and gazing in awe—and we have a dynamic economic
driver which feeds back to us the richness of who we are and where
we live. Educational programming intensifies the economy yearround without overcrowding us with more vehicles and quick-stop
tourists. School District Nº64 is already bringing in dollarsthrough-education with programs like Saturna Ecological
Education Centre. Value-adding dollars are also coming from the
Centre For Whale Research on Saturna, the Film School on
Galiano, Cortes’ Hollyhock, multi-island GICEL, and from many
more programs. ‘Experience the Gulf Islands’ is another
ambitious effort to coordinate initiatives.
Our most precious export is elixir of the Gulf Islands—good
for us and good for the world. A new economy is emerging based
on what we are already. That’s where we need to focus; not look
backwards at what worked decades ago and is no longer available
or appropriate. In upcoming local government look for candidates
who understand a future which uses what we already have, in
spades, as a gentle economic driver; rather that pushing for
conventional development.
—C G-W
www.islandtides.com

Editorial: Platform For Canada

I

f Members of Parliament adopted Island Tides’ ‘Platform for
Canada 2015’, the result would ultimately be a very different
Parliament than the one we have now.
It wouldn’t have results immediately, but we should expect that:
MPs would represent, in Ottawa, the opinions of their constituents,
rather than representing Ottawa (or their party) to their
constituents. This would happen not only in the House of
Commons, but also in caucus meetings, committees, and to the
media. MPs would be responsible for clearly expressing, explaining,
and defending those opinions.
There would be more debate, and of a higher quality. Some
Members may even change their minds as a result of debate.
Members would have a low tolerance for irrelevant Question
Period answers (and questions) and would insist on good
information because they, not their parties, were responsible for
their own decisions. The results of Parliamentary votes, and the
vote of any individual Member, would be known immediately.
After the 2019 election, proportional voting would increase the
probability of minority or coalition government. Measures would
receive more intense scrutiny, both inside and outside parliament.
Without the concentration of power in the PMO, corruption,
either political or financial, would be more difficult to conceal.
The opportunity for an individual MP to rise to a leadership
position would depend more on his/her ability to perform in
government, and less on ideological correctness or loyalty to a party
or a leader. There would be open competition among members,
even of the same party. 0

Platform for Canada 2015
Island Tides proposes that all potential and
nominated candidates should be prepared to
declare their support for any or all of five
elements of a ‘Platform for Canada 2015’:
1. No whipped votes. All Parliamentary votes
(Commons and Senate) to be free votes.
2. The Prime Minister reports to Parliament; he is
first among equals. His leadership may be
reviewed, and he can be removed by secret
ballot of his caucus.
3. The Prime Minister’s supporting staff is in the
Privy Council Office (PCO). Staff of the PCO are
civil servants and cannot do work of a partisan
nature.
4. Nominations for election of MPs in the 2019
election must bear the names of 100 registered
voters from the Electoral District (no change from
present legislation). Nominees need not have the
support of a political party, nor the signature of a
party leader.
5. Develop a Proportional Voting system to
replace First-Past-The-Post for the 2019 election.

Readers’ Letters
Who Was Here First?
Dear Editor:
It’s too bad the media has almost universally proclaimed the
recent Supreme Court decision that recognized First Nation’s
claim to lands not covered by treaties as ‘giving land rights to
the natives’. Instead, the court has recognized that under the
laws of Canada, unless there is some land deal (treaty), the First
Nations own the land. It’s been our law since 1732.
It reminds me of the 1990s BC Supreme Court decision in
the case of the housing development built at Gil-que-mat on a
midden owned by the Sna-na-was people of Nanoose Bay. In
the decision that the development could proceed, the judge
noted that if he recognized the Sna-na-was claim that the
development would harm the estuary, ‘we would have to
restrict development in every estuary in BC.’
I’ve presented that argument to different people over the
years, to the universal reply, ‘Good idea!’ Only a BC Supreme
Court judge, it seems, might consider that a reason to disregard
federal law and First Nation’s rights.
Jim Erkiletian, Nanaimo

Roberts Bank Assessment Leaves Out
Marine Shiping
Dear Editor:
I’m the appointed ‘special representative’ for BC Nature on this
project. BC Nature is concerned about the environmental
assessment of the project. Shockingly, it is leaving out the
marine shipping.
Roberts Bank Terminal 2 is a proposed new multi-berth
container shipping terminal to be constructed at the end of the
Deltaport causeway, adjacent to the existing coal and container
terminals. It would be large, comparable in size to both those
terminals combined. Expansion of the causeway, and ancillary
structures, would also be required. At completion, a large
increase in shipping, about 1,000 container ship transits of the
marine route annually, would commence.
Roberts Bank is part of the Fraser River Estuary Important
Bird Area, a critical component on the Pacific Flyway of the
Americas. The proposed project is putting the natural values
of Roberts Bank and the ongoing viability of Roberts Bank at
risk.
This project is undergoing an environmental assessment by
Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency, and will be
referred to a Review Panel. The draft Terms of Reference for
the Review Panel were released to the public by CEAA on
August 22, 2014.(https://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/detailseng.cfm?evaluation=80054). The terms of reference will
establish the mandate of the review panel. Comments on the
draft must be received by CEAA by September 22, 2014.
It is shocking that the mandate for the review panel will not
include consideration of the significant environmental risks of
the marine shipping. This was confirmed to me in a phone
conversation on August 18, 2014 with the Panel Manager for
CEAA, Debra Myles (email debra.myles@ceaa-acee.gc.ca,
phone 613-957-0626). She told me the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 gives CEAA no choice
but to exclude shipping from the review panel’s terms of
reference. I think this is incorrect. I sent her my assessment of
the relevant sections of the Act. She has not responded to my
email. Previous requests to CEAA for clarifications of this
project have taken six months to receive a response.

The main shipping concerns include risk of oil spills and
adverse impacts on the endangered Southern Resident Killer
Whale population.
Organizations along the shipping route have little
knowledge of this project and its potential implications. No
consultations were made by the project proponent, Port Metro
Vancouver, in communities outside of Metro Vancouver
(including Gulf Islands, Vancouver Island including Victoria,
northwest Washington State including the San Juan Islands),
nor notifications in media outlets.
I think they’ll be flabbergasted to learn of this project at this
late date. Neither consultations nor notifications were made
with First Nations in BC, south of Salt Spring Island, including
those with traditional territories that include marine waters.
They will probably feel quite insulted. No consultations took
place with First Nations in Washington State either.
The marine shipping route would run from Deltaport
terminal into Georgia Strait, through Boundary Pass and Haro
Strait between the Gulf Islands and San Juan Islands, and into
the Strait of Juan de Fuca. From there, the primary route for
ships bound for Asia transits the North Pacific great circle route
along the west coast of Vancouver Island and northward
through the Aleutian Islands. This is the same route the tankers
would take in the proposed Trans Mountain Expansion
Project.
Shipping was and is a major component of the NEB projects
Enbridge Northern Gateway and Trans Mountain
Expansion/Kinder Morgan, with high public interest. Shipping
will be more risky with Roberts Bank Terminal 2 than with
Trans Mountain, because of the greater number of large ship
transits (about 1,000 transits annually with Terminal 2, versus
700 per year with Trans Mountain). Also, container ships are
more vulnerable to shipping accidents than tankers. Container
ships are not double-hulled, unlike tankers. The outer hulls of
container ships serve as part of the fuel tank, which could
rupture and release fuel in the event of collision or grounding.
A large container ship typically carries about 1,600,000
gallons of Bunker C fuel oil on a voyage from Vancouver to
Asia. Although far less than the amount of oil a tanker may
carry, a major spill could have a devastating environmental
impact. The 5,500 barrel Bunker C spill 3 km off the coast just
north of Portland Oregon from the oil barge Nestucca in 1988
resulted in oil drifting along the west coast of Vancouver Island.
Oil came ashore in patches from near Victoria to near Cape
Scott. Beaches were oiled and shoreline ecosystems damaged.
As many as 56,000 seabirds were killed, many crab and
shellfish populations were oiled, in addition to herring
spawning areas. Traditional native fishing practices were
affected. A spill of 936 barrels of Bunker C from the ship
Kuroshima in 1997 in the Aleutians contaminated 2.5 km of
shoreline.
This environmental assessment is a fraud by ignoring the
substantial risks directly resulting from the substantial increase
in marine shipping.
Trevor Jones for BC Nature

Grace Islet
A version of the following letter was sent to Premier Clark.
Dear Premier Clark:
At your recent meeting with First Nations Chiefs following the
Tsilhqot’in decision, you stated: ‘the Supreme Court of Canada
LETTERS, please turn to next page
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n a year where internationally acclaimed significant amount of the equipment will be used
researchers have focused on the role that marine once more.
microplastics play in distributing bio-toxins up
Also, the good news is that the volume of debris
the marine food chain, and in which Baynes Sound is slightly down from our usual average of 3-5 tons
has been found to be one of the ‘hot spots of plastic collected each year at this annual event, but this
contamination’, the 2014 annual beach clean-up was may be due to the fact that the aquaculture
even more important than ever. Indeed, our iconic industry did a clean-up of some of the beaches one
killer whales have been designated as one of the most week prior to this event. It is also good news that
contaminated cetaceans in the world. Cleaning up we are no longer seeing the thousands of short
the beaches is just one small part that we can play in strands of ‘oyster blue’ rope along our beaches.
improving their tenuous lot.
This is due to the industry no
As part of the ‘Great Canadian Shoreline
longer using this type of plastic
‘Denman has
Clean Up’, the Association of Denman
cord for long line oyster
the dubious distinction
Island Marine Stewards (ADIMS), with
production.
the help of over 115 Denman Islanders,
A special personal
of having set the record
participated in the collection of more
thanks
to aquaculture
for the last 10 years of the
than 40 cubic metres of garbage off
growers
Holly and Greg
greatest volume/tonnage
their beaches. Denman has the dubious
Woods for their assistance
of debris in all of
distinction of having set the record for the
in sorting, loading, and
Canada. ’
last 10 years of the greatest volume/tonnage
transporting beach debris. It
of debris in all of Canada. It is unfortunately
also the involuntary case study for industrialized
aquaculture in the Islands Trust waters.
Once again, over 90% of the garbage collected
was plastics generated by the aquaculture industry,
with most of that being in the form of lost equipment
that could be reused. In the past, ADIMS efforts to
return the gear have failed, but this year the industry
was invited to attend a ‘free store’ event at the
Denman Island Recycling Center, and therefore a

is great to have this type of
cooperative effort and is an important
first step. It is also the reality that the debris needs
to be stopped at the source and that the volume of
industry debris is not decreasing.
It is our hope that industry will seriously consider
taking the next logical step by researching more
advanced systems to secure their equipment, and
prevent the escape of this plastic debris at the source.
ADIMS would also like to challenge industry to

Red-legged Frog

Democracy?
In Canada democracy
Is plain for one and all to see;
It happens each four years or so,
When to the polls we voters go;
Where candidates (judged fit to stand
By party leaders strict command)
Are there for us to make a choice
And satisfy the people’s voice.
But in between the process of election
It’s possible to find cause for objection;
To say ‘autocracy’ would not be wrong,
The leader’s powers have lately got so strong–
Appointees–senators, when due,
Ambassadors, and judges too,
The Ministers he wants in parliament,
And even CBC’s next president.
There’s lots of power right there in focus,
But most of it is in the caucus;
Where party discipline pervades
From PM to the lowest grades,
Denying any real commitments
By MP’s to their own constituents.
Let’s take off hats to Michael Chong–
Whose bill (we hope) may right that wrong.
But that’s not all we have to catch
To bring our government up to scratch–
Omnibus bills passed with impunity
With items that escape due scrutiny
(as practised by our now regime,
To hide the bills they don’t want seen)–
Lack proper legal sanction, and
Without ado they should be banned.
And what about the PCO–
The PM’s frontal office ? So,
His aides should only be selected
From persons who have been elected.
Now, reader, you must realize
That all of this is pure surmise–
But ‘twould be nice to see some movement
Towards political improvement !
H.Barry Cotton
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ISLAND WATER TAXI
find alternatives to their universal use of plastics that
are known to ensnare and contaminate the sea bed
and marine organisms and to absorb bio-toxins from
sediment, that are subsequently ingested and
deposited in the tissues of filter feeders (clams,
oysters, etc) and other marine organisms which then
bio-accumulate as they work their way up the food
web. 0

ot too long after my wife and I moved to the
Gulf Islands, we discovered something in our
garden that was to become one of my favorite
amphibians—the red-legged frog (Rana aurora). It
seemed to appear out of nowhere. Then it
disappeared just as quickly. It was brown with a black
facial mask.
Over the years this pretty little frog would reappear
in our garden from time to time. There is a seasonal
stream bordering our property to which it is attracted.
Its scientific name, ‘aurora’, means dawn, referring to
the pinkish color of its legs. Along with the Pacific
treefrog (Pacific chorus frog), it is the only other native
frog on the coast.
In January, to attract a female, the male begins

calling—underwater! But you probably won’t hear his
low-pitched stuttering call. It is the well-known
croaking of the Pacific treefrog that we hear in our
coastal area.
The red-legged female lays large clusters of up to
1,300 eggs, attaching them to plant stems under the
water surface—it is important to protect wetland areas
on which these frogs depend. The introduced and
invasive bullfrog seriously competes with it,
contributing to the red-legged frog being Blue-listed
(of special concern) in BC.
Although we’ve not seen any red-legged frogs in our
garden for the past few years, we keep looking, hoping
one shows up any day now, just like that first one did
those many years ago. 0

LETTERS from previous page
has said aboriginal title exists in this country, and in
my government we embrace that decision... We see
title as creating opportunities to make joint decisions,
in true partnership.’ Yet, when it comes to putting this
language into practice at the Ministry level, such as by
initiating dialogue and fulfilling Crown duties to
consult with First Nations chiefs with respect to
important land use issues, your government truly
fails.
In my view, the most important declaration of the
Tsilhqot’in decision is that: ‘British Columbia
breached its duty to consult.’ There are many
examples in this province where this has occurred, on
issues which vary in scale from small to large. One
such issue is Grace Islet, which, while small in land
area, has massive cultural implications where the
failure of your government to consult has resulted in
continued trampling of First Nations rights, and the
desecration of a very important sacred site.
Freedom of Information documentation of this
issue is replete with examples wherein your
government could and should have cancelled permits
due to outright breaches, or stopped this entire
process via a stop work order. However, your
government has repeatedly failed to implement any
solutions to ensure that the provisions of the heritage
act are truly met—not simply ‘met’ on paper. As I
pointed out to you in my last correspondence, the
documentation provided for Grace Islet is full of
discrepancies. While there is ample recognition in the
briefing documents that this is a First Nations
cemetery, and while it is clear that you have a duty as
such to protect it under the Heritage Conservation
Act, you have absolutely and utterly failed to do so.
One need only visit the site to see the desecration as
evidence of government failings in action.
I requested earlier that you stop this process
immediately. You need to consult First Nations, and
you need to listen to them, and fully examine the facts.
Chiefs have asked for the work to be stopped in order
to facilitate the dialogue and the required consultation
to which you recently paid lipservice. The Crown has
a duty to provide this consultation, yet has not done
so. Worse, I understand that the Minister responsible
recently directly promised Chiefs—in person—that a
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Fencing around Grace Islet
stop work order would be in place several weeks ago,
yet again, nothing was done. In my opinion, this
shows a shameful disregard of both First Nations
rights, and the Duties of the Crown.
In court on September 23, Justice Thompson
seemed to recognize that larger issues of Douglas
Treaty rights and aboriginal rights were at play in the
Grace Islet issue. He also seemed to recognize that the
province should be party to the case at hand. Certainly
the balance of rights seems to lean towards First
Nations being able to be heard, and to have their
treaties, their rights, and their cemetery respected.
This requires that the work be stopped at Grace Islet.
While it was stated in court that the current
occupier of the property wishes to have the status quo
of the last twenty some years upheld, I believe the First
Nations have the right to have the status quo of the
last several millenia upheld, as inferred in the thrust
of the precedent of the Tsilhqot’in decision, which you
are obliged to follow.
If you truly recognize that First Nations need to be
consulted, then allow for full consultation and
dialogue with respect to the Grace Islet cemetery.
Please facilitate a solution that does not involve
desecration of this important First Nation’s sacred
site. Any decisions regarding this site and other sacred
sites need to be made in partnership with, rather than
in opposition to, First Nations. It is not right for First
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Saturna Notes - Priscilla Ewbank

E

ach of these fall days is like a gift—you
wake up and the stars are just fading
and if it looks like a blue sky day is
coming along—a blessing!
The pileated woodpeckers snap-land into
the red-laden apple trees and apple bits start
flying. By day, the sheep are hanging out in the
orchard waiting patiently for the sound of the
heavy apples bouncing on the ground before
they sweep in en masse for the treat. At night,
the big bucks are stretched out their full height
from their back legs, reaching for a bough to
jerk down. My shift is in the afternoon after the
fruit is dry to pick on the big three legged ladder
with the dogs sitting around me set on guard
to keep the sheep from rushing the full boxes.
This time of year, we regularly eat applesauce
made from the windfalls and the ‘perfect’ go
into boxes in the walk-in cooler for months of
Haggis Farm Bakery apple pies.
Bright green, tender grass is growing now
with the bit of rain and the heavy night dews.
You can burn if you have a fire permit. Scads
and drifts of maple leaves are starting to pile
up. They are the best to mulch the beds for next
year’s planting. The one rain we had was
enough to start the puffballs and the meadow
mushrooms and a few chanterelles coming but
not much more. Fall is full of beauty, things to
eat, things to do and the memories of previous
years as the familiar tasks swing round again
in the year’s cycle

Writers Contest & A New Job
The Saturna Scribbler magazine held a writing
contest. The submissions were published as a
booklet during the summer. The community
hasn’t done this before and it was so interesting
to read your neighbour’s creative writing. This
year’s winner was Natalie Dunsmuir, a lively
and young soul who loves writing, music, and
being outside and who graduated from the
Saturna Ecological Education Centre on
Saturna in June. Natalie was fêted at a dinner
at the Saturna Café, attended by the other
contestants and her dad. I hope that this
contest becomes a tradition, honouring the

www.islandtides.com

craft of writing and calling our attention to the
many fine writers in our community.
Natalie offered to volunteer at Island Tides
last May and proved herself very useful at the
newspaper one day in June. Owner/publisher
Christa says that, within hours, she just knew
Natalie had the right stuff. So she offered her a
job; as soon she graduated, Natalie went to
work and learn from Christa at Island Tides.
Besides starting to headline stories, Natalie
is currently learning and carrying out the many
other facets of running a newspaper business
from Christa. As she learns she is recording her
experiences to form a curriculum for other
young people to learn the art of
communications under Island Tides’
mentorship.
Christa is finding that the idea of Island
Tides providing mentorship and education
brings smiles to most listeners’ faces. If reading
this makes you smile, or even puts a gleam in
your eye, and you think you could help, get in
touch with Christa.

Sea Talk
The last Sea Talk of the year, presented by the
Saturna Island Marine Research and
Education Society, was held on Saturday to a
full house. Each of the ten talks has been
entertaining and instructional and the last talk
presented by Dr Andrew Trites, Director of the
UBC Marine Mammal Research Centre, was a
fabulous way to end the series. Trites has many
accolades, titles, and honours calling attention
to his sound and thorough work on marine
mammals.
As a child, my parents took me regularly to
‘Marine Land of the Pacific’ in San Diego,
California. I loved the sea lions, boisterous and
noisy and absolutely dead-on when it came to
catching that bright red ball or blasting out of
the water to stand on one fin on a block.
Trites, a devoted researcher, loves Steller
sea lions and mysteries. At the start of his
presentation, a slide showing pictures of the
covers of those books that kids read, and used
to read, the Mystery of… The Greatest,
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Oystercatcher couple hang out.
Weirdest, Scariest, Man-eating—whatever
were depicted. Andrew Trites explained that he
read plenty of those books and early on honed
his detective skills.
Andrew Trites now has scientific inquiry as
his motivation and his main tool for solving
biological mysteries. This chapter in his
professional life he has dubbed, ‘The Mystery
of the Missing Sea Lions’. In 1956 there was a
total population of about 228,000 sea lions
and by 1970 there were about 50,000. Closer
study showed that the Eastern Pacific
populations were thriving—that’s us—even
increasing. The Western Pacific population
was the one in which the disaster was
happening.
The mystery, on which he is hot on the trail,
is why Steller sea lions—apex predators—are
thriving from Baha California, to the top of
Alaska and in calamitous decline—thousands
of seal lions missing—from the Kamchatka
Islands down to Japan. A slide with about 20

puzzle pieces with possible answers was on the
screen and the audience guessed what they
thought was the right answer.
What followed was a recounting of a
fascinating trail of scientific inquiry. Logical
assumptions were dearly misleading and had
to be partially dismantled. Years of detective
work went into researching and evaluating the
many pieces of the puzzle, one piece at a time
and several together, cumulatively: global
warming, over-fishing, pollution, collapse of
prey species, el nino and la nina cycles, massive
predation, virus and other diseases. Short-term
and baseline studies (modern biology started
in the 1950s) offered a reasonable explanation
of what is happening.
The answers are that there seems to be
longterm cycles of blooms (over abundances)
of white meat fish, such as pollock, in the
Western Pacific. Steller sea lions, the species
that we see from October to May, on haul-out
SATURNA, please turn to next page

Salt Spring Apple Festival - Brian Crumblehulme

L

ike entering a chocolate shop, people go to festivals with
an air of optimistic expectation. Almost by definition, a
festival is a celebration, an excuse for a good time. In
medieval times, holy-days were supposed to be a meditation on
the lives of saints, except that human exuberance intervened
and they became debauched vacations: well
who could blame them? Now we celebrate life
by metonymy—we have festivals featuring
puppets, jazz, boats, zombies, carrots and
cars. The 15th Salt Spring Island Apple Fest
celebrated the forbidden fruit.
BC Ferries does not make it easy to reach
SSI from any other island except the big one,
so I took a circuitous route the night before.
After dark, Fulford Hall was a-bustle and like
a west coast Ali Baba’s cave, it shone with
apples, radiant in every colour except blue,
and some, like me, were slightly wrinkled. The air was expectant
and friendly like a family gathering, the working supper was
good with fresh produce and the best ever Tarte Tatin. In the
middle of it all, conducting the melee, stood (danced might be
a better adjective) Harry Burton, the founder and visionary.
Captain Apple, as he is known, held the master plan in his head.
To digress, in 1857, London celebrated the first international
world’s fair to promote 19th century science and technology and
in doing so, constructed the giant greenhouse known as the
Crystal Palace.
Soon after that, the venerable Royal Horticultural Society
(RHS) thought this was a suitable venue to celebrate apples.
From science and technology to a history of the oldest
metaphorical fruit was but a small step for 19th century minds
at the height of the imperial empire. Several years in the making,
the RHS scoured the country for apples and some 2,600
varieties were displayed with military precision on an acre of
mahogany tables.
A century later, the same institution attempted to iterate that
festival and were only able to locate 600 varieties. Something
was seriously wrong, where had two thousand apple varieties

gone? By a happenstance of exuberance the RHS had revealed
a frightening trend: the range and variety of produce around
the world was disappearing at an alarming rate. The cry went
out to horticultural societies and universities everywhere and
by 1990 some 6,000 apple varieties had been identified and
communities and institutions around the
globe have since been working to save old
and so-called heritage varieties of everything
from apples to zucchinis.
Festivals are necessary for community
cohesion; celebrations are consciousness
raising because we have a lot to celebrate. In
Captain Harry’s words, it’s ‘the magic of
mother nature’. Folks at the Fulford Hall
spoke about apples and south island politics,
and the Apple ‘Queen’ raised a rousing cheer
with his/her Golden Shaft Award presented
in absentia to Steven Harper for his lifetime devotion to
democracy.
At Salt Spring’s Apple Festival, the Fulford Hall is only one
of 20 venues that range the length of the island. In the northern
reaches, Whims Farm was one of several ‘old family’
homesteads; a feature of the landscape of every island. In many
cases descendents have moved for richer urban pastures,
leaving the barns and orchards to the vagaries of weather and
the black tails. To their credit, the Weedens are restoring the old
orchard with young heritage trees that were loaded when I
walked through.
Not confined to apples, the festival embraces the creative
spirit and Judy Weeden’s exemplary ceramics provide a
medium for a story line, as she likes to say, a narrative of rural
life where ravens and arbutus speak to those of us who take the
time to listen.
Steeped in island lore and history, Cusheon Cove Park (and
the dedicated 100 acres of Ruckle Park) once thrived through a
lumber mill operated by Chinese and Japanese workers; their
material legacy now ensconced in a museum.
In addition to the old barns and ancient orchard, Cusheon
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here is no fruit in temperate climates so universally
esteemed, and so extensively cultivated, nor is there any
which is so closely identified with the social habits of the
human species as the apple.

— Dr Robert Hogg, The Apple, 1851

Cove also has a large new apple orchard and served the best Pad
Thai lunch. Ten minutes away my very gracious hosts, Wil and
Dianette, carried me to one of the island’s flagship enterprises,
the SSI Cheese Company. The magnificent grounds and
presentation resemble an upscale winery with attractive west
coast architecture and landscaping. A haven for children, the
main features are of course the fresh cheeses, available now on
almost all the islands. I could not resist taking a new lemon
chevre for a taste of Salt Spring after getting home.
Canada is a big place and the Gulf Islands foster a rich and
unique rural culture. Wil and Dianette are relative newcomers
to island life, and like most recent residents, full of enthusiasm
for their new home. Typically, my hosts had thrown themselves
into the community and had volunteered their morning to work
the flowing crowd at Harry Burton’s Apple Luscious Organic
Orchard near the entrance to Fulford Harbour. Harry’s place is
not unique but it is distinctive—a jungle of unkempt brambles,
nettles and horseradish with apple trees of every sort pushing
through the brush. There were apples everywhere. What Harry
has demonstrated is that apples and other fruit crops, grow—
and grow well—here regardless of TLC, pruning shears, or
philosophy. All they need is reasonable soil, water, sunshine,
and once in a while, a little compost. Growing food is really not
that difficult, plants and trees are very forgiving.
By 10am the Fulford Hall was vibrating, it’s hard to believe
how excited people can get about apples. But of course it’s not
simply the fruit: apples are the excuse and the metaphor for
celebrating the good life, meeting friends, supporting
community events, and the local economy. We all went home
that night tired, full of good memories, a better understanding
of Salt Spring Island, a few souvenirs, and an education in self
sufficiency. 0
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Dan Charman (in the grey jacket) celebrates his retirement from BC Ferries with
his fellow ground crew over lunch at Pender Sushi.

islets, thrive on oily fish: salmon, sand lance,
eulachons, herring. They will eat white meat fish if
that is what is available but they will not thrive—they
become full before they have eaten enough for their
nutrition.
If they do not thrive, the females abort fetuses, the
juveniles that are born don’t get proper nutrition and
want to nurse longer and the overall body weight of
all specimens is smaller—fat from eating hake, flat
fish, and pollock but not healthy. Trites says he
regrets using the term ‘junk food’ to describe the
effects of mostly white meat fish in the Steller sea
lion’s diet, but the similarities with human diets
seems easy to draw.
The audience was treated to a grand tour of the
unglamorous hours, days, and years of research,
collecting sea lion poo, crawling around on cold,

NEWS IN BRIEF from page 2
Five other municipalities have added the question of
Amalgamation to their November election ballots; Central
Saanich, Langford, Esquimalt, Victoria and Sidney.

Voter Suppression Comes Calling;
Canadian Election Fraud
Filmmaker Peter Smoczynski is currently in the process of
creating a feature length documentary by the name of ‘Election
Day in Canada: Voter Suppression Comes Calling’. The film will
examine the 2011 Federal Election, the aftermath, court trials
examining fraud, and the sudden termination of the
investigation of the ‘robocalls’ that many voters received shortly
before the election.
‘The documentary examines the evidence,’ Smoczynski says,
‘It asks the questions: Is a Canadian’s constitutional right to vote
protected? What went wrong during the Federal Election of
2011? What, if anything, has been done to prevent it from
happening again?’
‘This documentary deals in facts, not conspiracy theories,’
Smoczynski finishes. He has recently launched an Indiegogo
campaign to fund the project, which is expected to be released
in
early
2015.
To
learn
more,
go
to
http://www.thescriptfilmco.com.

Imperial Metals Applies For
Injunction Against Kablona Keepers
The Kablona Keepers of the Tahltan Nation in northwest BC
are determined to stop the development of the Red Chris gold
and copper mine in the area called ‘The Sacred Headwaters’.
The owners of the mine, Imperial Metals—the company
responsible for the Mount Polley disaster—has applied for an
injunction against the Kablona Keepers and has asked for police
intervention to stop protestors.
‘Long after those who come to destroy our lands and
annihilate us are gone we will still be here,’ say the Kablona

Keepers. ‘We were here when they came, and here we will
remain. We now solemnly declare these ancient lands the
Sacred Headwaters, to be held as a Sacred Trust for all time,
and to those who would respect this place, we will make you
welcome here, and may it be that you find it nourishes your
spirit also.’

NEB Ruling on the Adequacy of Trans
Mountain’s Answers to Intervenors
The National Energy Board has given ruling on the adequacy
of Trans Mountain’s answers to intervenors’ first round of
information requests on the details of the pipeline proposal.
Around 50 intervenors challenged more than 2,000 responses
that they were given by Trans Mountain on the basis that those
responses were incomplete and inadequate. In the end, NEB
ruled in favour of only a small fraction of intervenors’ requests
for better answers—less than 5%.
Andrew Weaver, MLA for Oak Bay-Gordon Head,
challenged over 100 incomplete and inadequate answers. The
NEB ruled in his favour only four times, concluding that his
attempts to address contradictory evidence ‘would not
contribute to the record in any substantive way’.
‘This is an unfortunate ruling that puts our coastline at
unnecessary risk,’ says Weaver. ‘In the absence of an
opportunity for cross-examination, it is decisions like these that
make people seriously question the integrity of the entire
hearing process.’

BC’s High Court Fees Ruled
Unconstitutional
Under the system of court fees that BC has been using since the
1990s, a 10-day hearing in the BC court system could cost a
plaintiff up to $3,500, with an $800 fee added to that per
additional day. On October 2, the Supreme Court of Canada

slippery, stinking rookeries, reviewing skulls in
world-wide collections, gathering details that
produce sound data.
Ending this excellent series of lectures with a
lecture that demonstrates how demanding scientific
inquiry is and how necessary, was brilliant. Marine
research is what we are aiming to encourage at
Saturna’s East Point; furthering our knowledge of
and respect for the life around us, and to create
responsible economic development of our local area.
Proving how rich this inland sea is in marine life,
Trites is part of a group of twelve contributors who have
just had published a book called the Sea Among us-the
Strait of Georgia. 0

<

Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides
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What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Thurs, Fris, Sats, Sun, Oct 18, 24 & 25, Nov 13 & 14

‘Who We Are’ Book Launch—Hear MP Elizabeth
May speak about her latest book: Who We Are:
Reflections on my Life and Canada; part memoir,
part recent Canadian history, all riveting • SAT, OCT
18: Victoria, Bob Wright Centre, University of
Victoria, 1-3pm; FRI, OCT 24: Bowen Island Art
Gallery, 7:30pm; SAT, OCT 25: Victoria, Munro’s
Books, 1pm • THURS, NOV 13: Victoria, Bolen Books, 7pm • FRI,
NOV 14: Duncan, The Old Firehouse Wine Bar, 3pm; FRI, NOV 14:
Courtenay, Laughing Oyster Bookstore, 7pm • Info:
http://www.greenparty.ca/book-tour • VICTORIA, BOWEN,
DUNCAN, COURTENAY

Saturday, November 1

Pull-Together Concert—A benefit for First Nations vs Northern
Gateway pipeline; featuring Daniel Lapp,
Mae Moore, Lester Quitzau and more;
treats by Allie; co-sponsored by PICA •
Pender Island Community Hall • 7:30pm •
Tickets $20, available at Southridge
Country General Store and Talisman
Books and Gallery • PENDER

Saturday, November 22

Gabriola Agricultural Association
Christmas Market—30+ vendors with
food, crafts and more; raffle basket of
items donated by the vendors •
Gabriola Community Hall • 10am–4pm
• Info: 250-247-8216 • GABRIOLA
Single-venue (50 words): $39.90 includes image
Multi-venue (70 words): $50.40 includes image
Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard, please

islandtides@islandtides.com or 250.216.2267
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Why you should read this book
Richard Curchin

W

Photo: Toby Snelgrove, SNELGROVEimages.com

Shovel ready: Mayne’s new firehall got a symbolic beginning in September.
Occupancy is expected in May next year.
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in your voluntary subscription today. 250-216-2267

ho We Are: Reflection On My
Life and Canada is a vision of
the future, and a vision for the
future. This book tells you what Canada will
look like if Stephen Harper has his way and
what Canada may look like if Elizabeth May
has her way.
This is important, if not for you then for
your friends, your children and their
children. This book explains where we’ve
come from, where we are going, and how
we must get there.
Elizabeth May is an exceptional person.
She has spoken to an amazing number of
world leaders and been to many of the most Cutting the cake at the Sidney launch. A packed
important meetings on the world stage in auditorium bought over 200 books, before Tanners
the last four decades. Apart from being a Bookstore ran out of copies. Look for upcoming events in
politician, a lawyer, and an environmental your area (see also ‘What’s On?’ page 7).
activist, she is an authority on
opinion on almost everything. She’s been there, done
environmental science and economics.
This is not just my opinion. She holds an Order of that and proudly wears the t-shirt.
Before the 2011 election, before I met Elizabeth, I
Canada, she’s the first Green Party parliamentarian
believed
that she had little chance of being elected to
in North America, she was named 2012 and 2013
parliament
and that the Green Party in Canada was
Parliamentarian of the Year, she has been awarded
little
more
than
one person. This of course, I was
three honorary doctorates and Newsweek called her
soon
to
learn,
was
a huge misapprehension.
one of the world’s most influential women.
Read this book to get up-to-date with the state of
While visiting Canada, I have had the good
fortune to watch Elizabeth talk at public meetings. politics in Canada, and learn who the leader of the
Amazingly fast on her feet, she can answer a Green Party of Canada is, what she has done, what
question on any subject at the drop of a hat, she can she can do, and most importantly, what she will do
give a meaningful explanation and an authoritative with your help. 0

LETTERS from page 5
Nations to have to repeatedly fight your
government on this same issue with each new
sacred site that is desecrated, simply because
your government fails in its lack of
implementation or management schemes to
adequately fulfill its duties to consult and to
protect these places as you are required to, by
law.
To this end, as is within both your power
and your means, I ask that you ensure that a
‘Stop Work Order’ is issued immediately for
Grace Islet, per the Minister’s earlier promise
to Chiefs.
Once the ‘Stop Work Order’ is in place and
being enforced at Grace Islet, I request that you
initiate full dialogue with First Nations Chiefs
who have repeatedly contacted you and the
ministry with respect to this issue, and that you
resolve this issue to their satisfaction.
Thank you for your time and I look forward
to seeing sincere evidence of provincial efforts
to implement the Duties of the Crown.
Lori Waters, Saanich

BC Ferries
Dear Editor:
We are weekly travellers on the Queen of
Nanaimo and live on a Southern Gulf Island.
We have several issues and complaints for your
BC Ferries Public service department to be
made aware of.
Most importantly, the continuously rising
costs of ferry travel are becoming a major
hardship to me, my family, visiting friends and
family, and my community as a whole.
Next month, our 11-year-old son will be
considered an adult by your corporation and
will be charged double the amount we paid for
him today. Just because your corporation
considers him old enough to travel alone does
not make him an adult in any way! He is a
student and should be paying a student fare
until he finishes university and is making a

FREE
SHIPPING
in Canada with
order over $70.

living wage.
Our retired parents are frequent visitors
and help with our childcare. They have to pay
full-fare on weekends which is prohibitive to
them and ourselves.They come when they are
able and needed. Most of the world’s developed
nations consider retirement incomes grounds
for reduced rates for public travel. Why not on
BC Ferries?
There has to be an accountability to us, the
people who are your biggest users.
Why do Experience Cards only offer
reduced fares for travel between Vancouver
Island and the Gulf Islands and not to-andfrom Vancouver? Why penalize those of us
who need to travel this way for work?
Within the BC interior there is free ferry
service on lakes that shorten travel time even
though there are alternative routes for the
traveller. We feel it is completely unjust for us
to have such high rates for ferry travel as we are
living in a geographically isolated location and
need to rely on BC Ferries as our highway to
get to and from our home.
The summertime rate hikes are another
exploitation for inhabitants of the islands as
well as the visitors.We need BC Ferries to lower
their rates to acceptable levels for our island
communities to survive.
Our communities deserve better and we
speak on behalf of many coastal residents who
share these issues.
Annette Witteman & Michael Garratt, Mayne

Islands Trust Election Issues
Dear Editor:
The most important few days of islands
governance are here. Islanders have only a
brief opportunity to install a bold, visionary
government for the Gulf Islands. It’s a choice
we will live with for four years.
Across BC, nominations for local elections
close October 10 at 4pm. Voting day is

• harvesting systems
• design • installation
• service
VISIT OUR WEBSITE!
BOB BURGESS

250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnection.com
www.rainwaterconnection.com

Experience Counts!

November 15.
The Gulf Islands Alliance (GIA)—a 9-yearold non-profit group that supports the
‘preserve and protect’ mandate of Islands
Trust—urges islanders to pull out all stops to
make sure the brightest community-minded
people are nominated and elected. Like all
institutions, the success of Islands Trust rests
largely on the quality of its leaders. The 13
major Trust islands are represented by two
trustees each.
Although GIA doesn’t endorse candidates,
we are partial to those who vigorously defend
the environmental goals of the Islands Trust
Act.
Forty-years-ago the founder of the Islands
Trust vowed not to let the islands, ‘this precious
jewel’, slip through their fingers. The threat
then was from developers taking advantage of
weak local government to buy cheap island
property and subdivide it into hundreds of
small residential lots.
While the pressure to increase growth and
population density still requires vigilant
control, other threats are also present, ones
that GIA has been busy identifying and
encouraging the public and politicians to
tackle. Here’s a few that need close attention in
this election campaign:
• An overriding issue is the failure of Islands
Trust to robustly explain its chief role as
protector of the natural environment, a goal
consistent with keeping the islands a beautiful
place to live and visit. Widely broadcasting its
story would help to distinguish the Trust from
traditional local governments and discourage
initiatives, some now afoot, that would weaken
or even break up the Trust. Uninformed,
uninspired islanders are less likely to defend
their unique governance system or participate
in local elections.
• It is imperative that the Trust improve
relations with the 30 First Nations groups with
ancestral claims in the Trust area. The absence
of agreements with 93% of them and a lack of
Islands Trust presence at the treaty table
unnecessarily contributes to community
discord, as seen with shellfish aquaculture
activities on Denman Island, and industry set
to be established on other Gulf Islands.
• Local ferry service has declined and fares
have escalated more than 100% in a decade,
squeezing the economic life out of coastal
communities. The Trust must continue to
aggressively demand that ferries be returned

to the provincial highways system.
• Even wealthy fossil-fuel investors don’t
want oil lapping their island waterfronts.
Environmental losses and clean-up costs from
an oil tanker spill are unimaginable and lasting.
Trustees must continue to join other islanders
in demanding no increase in tanker traffic in
the Salish Sea.
• Bylaw violations often involve
environmental damage and long term friction
between neighbours. The Islands Trust must
provide full and air bylaw enforcement.
• Rising sea levels and other climate
changes pose the greatest threat to the Islands
Trust’s mandate. While shoreline and energy
initiatives must continue, the Islands Trust’s
more important role is advocacy. GIA has
proposed that the Public Trust Doctrine be
incorporated into the Trust Policy Statement,
as a model to the world clammering for ways
to fight climate change. The doctrine insists
that life-sustaining elements such as the
atmosphere and sea belong equally to everyone
and must not be damaged in order to serve
other interests.
Dave Steen (Chair, Gulf Islands Alliance)

Not So Beautiful Windmills
Dear Editor:
David Suzuki writes that he would praise
seeing rows of windmills as a view off of
Quadra Island and would find them a thing of
beauty. Personally, looking at windmill towers
off of Quadra Island that sit idle for more than
70% of the time would be a depressing
experience, particularly knowing that,
universally employed, this concept requires
100% back up resulting in burning more
polluting fossil fuels. Service providers are
being forced to accept unreliable power from
wind generation which they call ‘negative
power’ since they are being penalized and
forced to shut down to make room on the grid.
This starting and stopping of wind power
results in increases in conventional fossil fuel
pollution adding to the destruction of the
planet.
Meanwhile, denouncing nuclear as being a
viable alternative by spreading fear mongering
tactics such as ‘Japan’s Fukushima incident
could require mass evacuation of the North
American West Coast’ is irresponsible. The so
called nuclear disaster at Fukushima so far has
not killed one person and might never. It’s
about time the public gets mad at
LETTERS, please turn to next page

Look at the amount of news! Readers’ $30 annual voluntary
subscriptions make all the difference! Have you sent in yours?
www.islandtides.com

BW 9
Island Tides, October 16, 2014, Page 9

ROUND THE ISLANDS
Only Planet Cabaret
Five Salt Spring Islanders have collobarated to create the ‘Only
Planet Cabaret’. They says it’s time to unleash the power of
poetry and song.
Nomi Lyonns (actor-vist), Murray Reiss (poet), Ahava Shira
(educator+), Phil Vernon (singer/songwriter), and Maggie
Zeigler (psychotherapist/writer) bring together singing,
songwriting, story-telling, poetry and musical theater. It’s all
woven into a captivating commentary on current
environmental crises that gives voice to our unspoken fears and
doubts, hopes and inner strengths.
Following performances in Metchosin and Cadboro Bay,
‘Only Planet Cabaret’ is coming to Harbour House Hotel in
Ganges on October 17 and 18. Performances are fundraising for
Pull Together (www.Pull-together.ca) to support First Nations
legal challenges against Northern Gateway.
The cabaret has been described as ‘Edith Piaf mets David
Suzuki and Stan Rogers meets the Kinder-Morgan Pipeline’—
the Cabaret has rewritten and repurposed show tunes, folk
songs, and rock’n’roll in order to rally resistance to save our
coastal waters, shorelines and communities from pipelines,
tankers and oil spills.

Getting Ready for Christmas
Now that Thanksgiving has gone by, Christmas Craft Fairs
and gift-giving season are coming up. For artists who want
to reproduce their art for sale (and, perhaps, for people who
have a favourite work of art which they want to send to
more than one loved one), there’s an opportunity on our
pages, this edition. Denman Island giclée printer Mark
Prior may be able to help. His advertisement for Mima Fine
Art Publishers is on page 5. A visit to his website, which
features the work of 40 artists he represents, as well as
reproduces, might even find the perfect gift for someone.

Facing the Climate Change Era

During the process of self-publishing, Mr Horne worked on
writing, editing, layout, type design, and the artwork used on
the cover.

Gabriola Arts Council Receives
Donation for WI Hall Improvements
The President of the Gabriola Arts Council (GAC), Jim WilsonStorey, announced on September 18 that the GAC has received
an anonymous donation of $24,644.30 designated for repairs
and improvements to the Woman’s Institute (WI) Hall building
and property. The donation was received through
CanadaHelps, a website that enables donors to contribute funds
to registered charitable organizations.
The Gabriola Arts Council took possession of the WI Hall
property on September 5, 2014, and intend to use the funds
towards a new foundation, repairs to the water catchments
system, an upgrade to potable water, repairs to the septic
system, an electrical upgrade, repairs to the front steps and
railing, installation of an energy-efficient heat pump, parking
lot improvements, new insulation in the attic, and repairs or
replacement of chairs and tables. They also hope to create an
office space within the existing building. Performance-quality
lighting and a sound system are also on the wish list.
Added to the recent $9,100 the GAC received from the BC
Ministry of Community, Sports and Cultural Development’s
Creative Communities program, and the $2,248 received from
the Regional District of Nanaimo through their Grants-in-Aid
program, this donation will go a long way towards hall repairs.

Deep Bay/Bowser Community Gardens
Deep Bay/Bowser residents are still hard at work adding
plants and artwork to their community gardens.
The gardens were planted at three points where, in
recent years, large vehicles have acessed the beach
(ignoring signage) in order to perform mechanized seaweed
removal.
Since the communies have taken solutions into their own
hands and created the gardens, community members have
been dropping off potted plants, sculptures, and artwork.
Volunteers have held workbees for watering and planting.

More than 150 people, primarily from Lasqueti Island’s 426 population, came
out in boats and on the shoreline to object to the Salish Sea being the staging
ground for the export of dirty thermal coal from Wyoming and Montana to Asia.
Several boats were also there from Texada and Thetis islands.

The community is coming together to help their gardens
flourish, say organizers. ‘We are in the process…of planting
trees, flowers, totem poles, artwork…so much artwork in the
areas it should be copyrighted for protection from destruction,’
says Len Walker of Bowser.
The licence for seaweed harvest has been extended this year
to allow 900 tonnes of seaweed to be removed from the beaches
in this residential area.

Islands Trust Requests Ferry Fare
Reductions
Sheila Malcolmson, Chair of the Islands Trust Council, sent an
online submission to the Select Standing Committee on Finance
and Government Services requesting that the Provincial
government return BC Ferry fares to a level that would be
consistent with cost of living.
‘The promises made when the Coastal Ferry Act was
introduced have not been fulfilled,’ says Malcolmson in her
letter. ‘It is time to acknowledge that in a coastal province,
affordable ferry service is as necessary as affordable public
transit or affordable highway systems in the land-based part of
the province. Ferries are lifelines for coastal communities and
businesses—as highways are in the rest of the province.’ 0

Two Comox faith groups, the Comox Valley Unitarian
Fellowship and Comox United Church, are sponsoring a six
session course on ‘Facing the Climate Change Era’. The
workshops will cover the impacts of Climate
Change and the need for a new way of thinking
ISLANDS TRUST GALIANO ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE
about human’s relationship with Earth through
the New Cosmology and an Earth Spirituality.
They will also consider Earth Law and the Rights
of Nature, the moral and ethical implications of
depicted in the map below:
NOTICE is hereby given that the Galiano Island Local Trust Committee will
the climate change era, and the practical steps
hold a community information meeting and public hearing within a Regular
people can follow to adopt new awareness.
Local Trust Committee Business Meeting on the following proposed bylaws:
For more information, contact Mike Bell at
• Proposed Bylaw No. 244 – cited as “Galiano Island Oﬃcial Community
250-890-3671, or email mikefbell@shaw.ca.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Canada’s Oldest Working
Author Releases First Book
On October 16, emerging Canadian Author Len
Horne celebrated his 94 birthday and the limited
release of his first novel, ‘The Magician—The
legend of La Hacienda’. At this moment he is
believed to be the oldest author of a first-time
book in Canada.
Horne, a self-published author, began his
writing career at the age of 91. He and his wife
chose to leave the mainland in 1986 and settled
on Saturna Island. He’s been living on his own
since 2006, with an energetic German shepherd
named Champ. When asked about the book, he
replied, ‘It’s a love story’.
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Did you appreciate this article? Help Island
Tides pay for publishing the news! Mail or
phone in your voluntary subscription today.
250-216-2267

LETTERS from page 8
environmentalists who are blocking the only
possible way to save our planet.
Whether you believe in human-made global
warming or not, the reality is, oceans acidification
is killing all the carbonaceous animals of the sea
which is the bottom foundation of all life on the
planet. All life form is based on this foundation
and life itself can’t just elevate on its own without
this foundation. We have only 20 years left to
reverse this direction and wind power is by far
incapable of providing this solution.
Nuclear power is the best candidate to saving
the planet. It is what created all the elements and
all the matter that exists in the universe,
including you and me, and it can’t be bad or we
wouldn’t exist. New nuclear governance and
support in innovation of this technology, such as
the use of thorium with molten salt reactors to
replace uranium, needs full support from our
leading environmentalists if we have any chance
left to save this planet.
Charles Konkle, Quadra Island 0

<

Did you appreciate these letters? Help
Island Tides pay for publishing the news!
Mail or phone in your contribution today.
250-216-2267

Plan Bylaw No.108, 1995, Amendment No.2, 2013”; and
• Proposed Bylaw No. 245 – cited as “Galiano Island Land Use Bylaw
No. 127, 1999, Amendment No. 3, 2013”
for the purpose of allowing the public to make representations to the Local
Trust Committee respecting matters contained in the proposed bylaws at
12:30 p.m., Monday, November 3, 2014, at the Galiano South
Community Hall, 141 Sturdies Bay Road, Galiano Island, BC
At the public hearing all persons who believe that their interest in property is
affected by the proposed bylaws shall be afforded a reasonable opportunity
to be heard or to present written submissions respecting matters contained
in the proposed bylaws.
Proposed Bylaw No. 244 – cited as “Galiano Island Oﬃcial Community
Plan Bylaw No. 108, 1995, Amendment No.2, 2013”
In general terms, the purpose of Proposed Bylaw No. 244 is to amend the
Galiano Island Oﬃcial Community Plan Bylaw No.108, 1995 by establishing
a site speciﬁc policy in the Galiano Island Oﬃcial Community Plan (OCP) to
permit the creation of a subdivision with a minimum average parcel size as
low as 2 hectares on the lands to be designated Rural Residential
contingent upon the land to be designated Nature Protection by this
amendment being transferred to the Crown represented by BC Parks and
the Capital Regional District for parkland. In addition, Schedule B of the
OCP (Land Use Designations) is amended to re-designate portions of the
lands legally described as District Lot 79, Galiano Island, Cowichan District,
along with a portion of the water, as depicted in the map below:

A copy of the proposed bylaws and any background material that may
be considered by the Local Trust Committee in respect of the proposed
bylaws may be inspected at the Islands Trust Oﬃce, #200 - 1627 Fort
Street, Victoria, B.C. between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.,
Monday to Friday, inclusive, excluding statutory holidays, commencing
October 22, 2014 and up to and including October 31, 2014.
For the convenience of the public only, and not to satisfy Section 892(2)
(e) of the Local Government Act, additional copies of the proposed
bylaws may be inspected at various Notice Boards on Galiano Island,
B.C., commencing October 22, 2014. The proposed bylaws can also
be viewed on the internet at www.islandstrust.bc.ca by selecting the
Galiano bylaws webpage: www.islandstrust.bc.ca/islands/local-trustareas/galiano/bylaws
Written submissions may be delivered to:
1. The oﬃce of the Islands Trust by mail at #200 - 1627 Fort Street,
Victoria, B.C. V8R 1H8, by Fax (250) 405-5155 prior to 4:30 p.m.,
Friday, October 31, 2014
2. By email to vicphsub@islandstrust.bc.ca.
3. After 4:30 p.m., October 31, 2014 to the Local Trust Committee
at the Community Information Meeting & Public Hearing at 12:30 pm,
Monday, November 3, 2014.
The public is encouraged to send any electronic response to
vicphsub@islandstrust.bc.ca. The Islands Trust does not guarantee that
any email submission will be received by the Galiano Island Local Trust
Committee. Reasonable efforts will be made to provide email
submissions, if they are opened and received, to the Galiano Island
Local Trust Committee for consideration, but the public should not rely
on email as a means of providing a written submission.

Proposed Bylaw No. 245 – cited as “Galiano Island Land Use Bylaw No.
127, 1999, Amendment No. 3, 2013”
In general terms, the purpose of Proposed Bylaw No. 245 is to amend the
Galiano Island Land Use Bylaw No. 127, 1999 by establishing a site speciﬁc
regulation in the Rural Residential zone that would permit the creation of a 5
lot subdivision with a minimum average parcel size as low as 2 hectares on
the lands to be rezoned Rural Residential, contingent upon the land to be
rezoned Nature Protection (NP) and Park (P) being transferred to the Crown
represented by BC Parks and the Capital Regional District respectively for
parkland. In addition, Schedule B of the LUB (Zoning Map) would be
amended to rezone portions of the lands legally described as District Lot
79, Galiano Island, Cowichan District, along with a portion of the water, as

Written comments made in response to this notice will also be available
for public review.
Inquiries regarding the proposed bylaws may be directed to the Islands
Trust Oﬃce, Kim Farris, Planner, at (250) 405-5194 or, for Toll Free
access, request a transfer via Enquiry BC: In Vancouver (604) 660-2421
and elsewhere in BC 1-800-663-7867.
NO REPRESENTATIONS WILL BE RECEIVED BY THE GALIANO
ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF
THE PUBLIC HEARING.
Sharon Lloyd-deRosario, Deputy Secretary
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Salt Spring ferry committee ameliorates Vesuvius-Crofton
ferry cuts - Harold Swierenga

T

he original proposals for a reduced Route Nº6
(Vesuvius-Crofton) service cut were seriously
inadequate; the last weekday departure from Crofton
during the off-peak season would have been at 6:55pm. This
alone was a major factor leading to a total overhaul of Ministry
plans by BC Ferries staff in consultation with the Salt Spring
Island Ferry Advisory Committee (SSIFAC). Revisions resulted
in a considerably more realistic and practical schedule, which,
although not perfect, is a vast improvement on the original
proposals.
A major change is that Route Nº6 now has a peak period
(mid-May to mid-October) and an off-peak period (midOctober to mid-May) instead of a single year-round schedule.
This change is to allow for a lesser reduction in service during
the summer months than during the quieter winter months. As
a result, in general there is a reduction of one round-trip during
the peak period but two round trips during the off-peak period.
The semi-annual changes in the schedules are a new challenge
to Route Nº6 travellers.
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struck these fees down, ruling that the hearing costs limit access
to justice and are unconstitutional.
BC is one of the only provinces in Canada to charge court
fees to citizens, and collects around $1.5 million annually.
Though under the law that has been struck down an exemption
for ‘impoverished’citizens was left; applicants were required to
apply to the court in order to prove they could not pay.
The decision to strike down the fees came 6-1, with Chief
Justice Beverley McLachlin writing ‘When hearing fees deprive
litigants of access to the superior courts, they infringe the basic
right of citizens to bring their cases to court.’

Family of Seven Rescued From
Sinking Fishing Boat
September 29 was a dramatic day for the two adults and five
children whose fishing boat sank in Porlier Pass, just off of
Galiano Island. The seven people spent a cold 22 minutes
clinging to their overturned vessel, sharing only two life jackets
between them. Their 10-metre long gillnetter sank just after
8pm while on the way to the Kitimat area from Delta. The family
was in the process of relocating, and all of their possessions were
on board when the ship sank.
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The coal export terminal in Surrey that was approved in August
has come under fire from both local health groups worried
about the effects of coal dust, and environmental activists
against the burning of US coal in Asia. Now the Union of BC
Municipalities (UBCM) is adding their voices to the issue. On
September 25, UBCM delegates voted to urge a full
environmental and health impact assesment for the planned
coal terminal.
The Fraser Surrey Docks project would ship US thermal coal
by rail through White Rock to Surrey, before loading the coal
onto barges that would travel to Texada and transfer their cargo
to ocean-going ships.
UBCM had this to say: ‘Therefore be it resolved that a
comprehensive environmental and health impact assessment
for the shipment of thermal coal by rail and over coastal waters
be conducted; and be it further resolved that an appropriate
federal and/or provincial agency be named to monitor rail
transport, barge transfer and transport of thermal coal over
coastal waters to ensure oversight and implementation of
environmental and health protection measures.’
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UBCM Urges Thermal Coal Export
Assessment

The municipality of Sooke made the unanimous decision in
September to place the issue of increased tanker traffic on the
November 15 election ballot. The decision came after more than
thirty community members sent letters to the mayor’s office
requesting their right to vote on the topic of tankers shipping
bitumen along their coastlines. 0
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The fishing boat sent out a mayday call on a marine radio. A
Canadian Coast Guard hovercraft was first to arrive on the scene
from Richmond, and two BC Ferries vessels, the Spirit of
Vancouver and the Queen of Cowichan, were also diverted from
their routes to help. They were soon joined by a US Coast Guard
helicopter and Royal Marine Search and Rescue lifeboats from
both Salt Spring and Ladysmith.
The family was rescued and transported to the Sea Island
Station in Richmond. They suffered from moderate
hypothermia, but were treated by BC Ambulance and released.

Sooke Places Tankers on November
Election Ballot
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The majority of the departure times have changed to reduce
the length of the gaps in the schedules created by the dropping
of sailings but there are still significantly longer gaps than in the
previous schedules. In addition, off-peak Saturdays now have
only eleven sailings compared to fourteen in previous years.
Most of the serious problems of the original Ministry
proposals have been eliminated or reduced. For example, the
last weekday departure from Crofton is now at 8:50pm instead
of the proposed 6:55pm. However, the reduced sailings have
significantly increased the pressure on the remaining sailings
resulting in more difficulty in maintaining schedules and longer
waits for travellers.
Events on Salt Spring such as the Fall Fair and Applefest
have resulted in even more logistical problems than previously
for Route Nº6.
More fine-tuning of the schedules will be needed. However,
the BC Ferries staff did a commendable job of modifying the
original Ministry proposals. 0
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- Mike Yip

B

Recycled: a venerable VW van leaves Saturna Island for
the last time.

Islands’ Recycling
- Priscilla Ewbank

Like many islands, Saturna started a recycling centre back in
the early ’80s on borrowed land and entirely by volunteer effort.
One of the reasons we started it was to get away from the
time honoured custom of driving to a remote area—which
means not in your backyard—and pitching what you no longer
wanted down the steep side of the road.
A long standing tradition was to take your liquor bottles, of
which there was, and still is, a huge amount, and dump them
off the back of your boat, again, not in your backyard, but ‘away.’
And another tradition was to burn on your own land. And if
you had a big enough piece of land, a backhoe could bury
something big—fridges and stoves could go this way.
Now, we have a dynamite recycling centre that is open two
days a week, has lots of volunteers and, through a combination
of signage, the evil eye, and education, gets people to follow all
of the sorting designations. We know how much work goes into
organizing this, so we are very cooperative.
We also have a Free Store! Lots of good stuff goes in there
and we all contribute and take away new-to-us treasures. On
Victoria Day weekend, the Recycling Centre has a big yard sale
where the year’s worth of the best donations are displayed. All
labour is volunteer and all monies are donated to the emergency
services or medical services.
The centre provides a wonderful social setting for islanders.
On Saturdays it is full of islanders and visitors sorting and
unloading their accumulations of recycling, chatting, making
plans, and by due diligence, doing some good for the world we
live in. Visitors love it and are astounded at how clean, efficient,
and friendly the place is—and they marvel at the Free Store!
The centre makes volunteerism very visible and the benefits
of group work apparent. It is a well of inspiration—the signs are
handmade, the layout of the organization involves beauty, and
the volunteers go for doing the job and getting a laugh whenever
they can fit it in.
The next level up, all of the Southern Gulf Islands’ recycling
societies belong to a coalition and they meet regularly and help
each other out with innovation and experience. I worry about
MMBC (see related article, page 1). Never does privatization
benefit the inner workings of a community or the hinterlands,
in my experience.
I wonder what will happen? 0

utterflies are among the most
beautiful, delightful, fascinating,
and charismatic creatures on earth.
They are an integral part of our
biodiversity, the poster child for the
invertebrate world, and one of the
intangibles that make our world such a
wonderful and interesting place to live.
At one time, the Vancouver Island region was a North
American mecca for butterflies. In the Victoria area alone,
nearly forty species could easily be found in abundance. Sadly,
today you would be lucky to find four species in abundance.
The demise of the butterflies is not surprising. It is a
challenge for them just to survive natural enemies such as
parasites, predators, and extreme weather conditions. Those
that survive the natural dangers must face the gauntlet of
human hazards like habitat destruction, pesticide spraying, and
human-introduced invasive plants and pests. It is not surprising
that 18 out of the 60 (30%) of native breeding wild butterflies
documented on Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands are blue
or red-listed—which means they are species of concern, mainly
because of shrinking habitats and declining populations. Ten
species are red-listed, meaning they are the most endangered
and either extirpated, extinct, or close to it.
Although little can be done about the natural problems,
much can be done for the human situation. First, more
information should be available about the various butterflies
that still inhabit our environment and the requirements for their
survival. People can’t care for things they know nothing about.
Second, butterfly habitat and other sensitive ecosystems
must be identified and protected. Granted, a certain amount of
land is required for human survival, but often the human
footprint is much larger than required.
Third, pesticide and herbicide spraying must be reduced or

TSILHQOT’IN RULING from page 3
reason why the Dutch study has been possible is because
Holland, unlike other European nations or Canada and the US,
has been monitoring its waters for neonicotinoids since the
introduction of their use in agriculture, and therefore could
provide empirical evidence, not available from industry
research. In Canada, Dr Chrissy Morissey at the University of
Saskatchewan’s Ecotoxicology unit is beginning to monitor
neonicotinoids in prairie waters.

eliminated if possible. Although butterflies aren't usually
targeted, the collateral damage to butterflies can be significant.
Fourth, natural areas can be restored by removing invasive
plants and reintroducing native species.
Fifth, cities, municipalities, and landowners must be
encouraged to protect as much natural habitat as possible.
Manicured lawns and exotic plants are sterile environments for
most butterflies and other native species. Finally, as a society
we need to question our priorities. We need to be more
concerned about our environment and preserving the
biodiversity and natural fabric of our world. We are willing to
spend billions on sports and entertainment, but getting funds
for habitat protection is like pulling teeth.
It is interesting to note that four of the most endangered
butterflies, the Zerene Fritillary, Propertius Duskywing,
Common Woodnymph, and Dun Skipper, are still found on Salt
Spring Island. In fact, the Zerene Fritillary (subspecies
bremnerii) on Salt Spring is the last remaining population in
BC.
Similarly, Denman Island is host to three endangered
butterflies including the last remaining population of Taylor’s
Checkerspots in BC.
Both islands have conservancy organizations that are
proactive in acquiring conservation areas to protect sensitive
ecosystems as well as working with landowners to create
preserves on private land. Although the survival of endangered
species isn’t guaranteed, the efforts of the respective
conservancies give the butterflies their best chance for survival
and provide an example of stewardship that should exist in
every community. 0
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Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides pay for the
news! Mail or phone in your contribution today. 250-216-2267

As de Kroon, one of the authors of the Dutch study, has
pointed out: ‘We can’t go on like this, it has to stop.’ Tsilhqot’in
Nation vs British Columbia is perhaps the beginning of a
practical realization that the uncoupling of Built, Human and
Natural capital is unsustainable. It is probably a first clear
marker of the unsustainability of placing business interests first
and relegating natural capital to a residual role. To be
sustainable, an economy must prioritize the preservation and
enhancement of natural capital. 0
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Increasing the strength of
terrorists - Elizabeth May
MP Elizabeth May gave this speech in
Parliament on October 3.

M

r Speaker, let me convey my thanks
to all members of this House for the
rare unanimous consent to allow a
member from an unrecognized party to
respond, although I do stand here recognized
as a member of Parliament for the Green Party.
I want to reflect very briefly on the fact that
in June 2011, I was the only member of the
House to vote against the continued
bombardment of Libya, recognizing at the
time, as I said in Debates, I was deeply troubled
by the fact that among the rebel forces we were
supporting was al Qaeda and there were
warehouses full of arms that could easily end
up in the hands of extremists and inadvertently
fuel terrorism.
I do not stand here to say for one moment
that I was right and all members were wrong.
That is not my point at all. We were united in
our concern as Canadians to do the right thing.
However, in this region of the world, if there
was ever proof for the adage that the road to
hell was paved with good intentions, we have
it in spades from the US deciding it would be a
bright idea to recruit a millionaire named

Osama Bin Laden to take on the threat of the
Soviet presence in Afghanistan, create al
Qaeda, and hope that, when they withdrew,
somehow Afghanistan could hold it together.
Then we went back into Afghanistan, and then
we had the ongoing crisis of terrorist
organizations. We had what happened in
Libya.
In June 2011, the Minister of Foreign
Affairs said, ‘Obviously, no government can be
worse than the Gadhafi regime.’ I think the
road to hell was paved with good intentions,
again, in Libya because we meant well, but in
turning down peace offers and peace talks and
pursuing a bombardment we inadvertently
increased the strength of terrorists.
I just wanted to add this one thought
because I know we are all pressed for time and
I appreciate the opportunity and the honour to
speak with all members.
I completely support what the Prime
Minister said, that Canada cannot stand on the
sidelines. In every single town hall meeting I
had earlier in September, my constituents and
residents of my communities opened by
saying: what do we do about this terrorist
threat of ISIL; what about ISIS—it is horrific?
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A garter snake eats a banana slug. With what does it wash down the sticky meal?
My response to them was this. We need to
sign the arms trade treaty. We need to stem the
flow of conventional arms to terrorists. We
need to track the money. We need to find out
who is fuelling these people. We need sensible
plans.
We need to make sure that there are not
vast numbers, cohorts of unemployed young
men, who feel alienated within their societies.
If this is called practising sociology, consider
me guilty of it. I call it thinking.
We need to think. I completely support all
of the Prime Minister’s intentions. We cannot
allow these horrific crimes to go unanswered

but we must make sure whatever we do does
not make matters worse. That is why I hope we
will have a fuller debate for more than just one
day so that we can bring to bear the collective
knowledge and wisdom of Canadians, every
single one of us in this place representing
constituents who want Canada to do the right
thing.
I do not think we are there yet. Without
disrespect to any of us, bombings have never
ended an Islamic or any religious extremist
terrorist threat. Time after time it has made
matters worse. Let us try to look to the lessons
of history before we go to war again. 0

Gabriola’s community bus reaches one year milestone - Susan Yates

G

abriola’s Environmentally Responsible
Trans-Island Express (GERTIE) has
reached one year of operation.
Volunteer drivers are the wheels on the
vegetable-oil-fueled bus, and volunteer
management is the engine; volunteers
developed and maintain the bus system by
creating the routes, schedules, safety plan,
website, rider's guide, ticket/pass system,
accounting system, weekly statistics collection
and analysis, waste vegetable oil
collection/filtering system, signage, driver
training, and bus shelters.
All of this work has resulted in a public bus
system that is a model of community
cooperation and collaboration, and whose
future will be decided in this same way—by the
Gabriola community. By looking at detailed
statistics collected on ridership, fuel costs, and
operational requirements, we know that
GERTIE has had a positive environmental,
social, and economic impact on Gabriola.
After one year in operation, GERTIE has
reduced the emission of greenhouse gas on

Gabriola Island by 16 tonnes C02 equivalent.
Growing ridership and the expanded use of
waste vegetable oil promises to increase these
savings to an estimated 24 tonnes and greatly
reduce the degree of particulate pollution
generated by petroleum diesel. Assuming
average fuel efficiency for most vehicles of 8.3
km/litre, and subtracting the diesel fuel used
by GERTIE, a net total of 6,729 litres of diesel
fuel were saved by 11,370 people taking the bus
instead of their own vehicle last year.
In a social sense, GERTIE builds
community: the entire volunteer crew of
drivers and organizers and all of the helpful
people and businesses on Gabriola who help to
make GERTIE work is a testament to social
enterprise. The social environment on the
buses allow drivers to tell passengers about
places on Gabriola they might not know about,
and vice versa—passengers are often happy to
relate the history of their neighborhood and
favourite Gabriola places to visitors and new
residents.
GERTIE also brings increased economic
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opportunities to island businesses by attracting
visitors who can come as foot passengers from
Nanaimo. Boaters who come in to Silva Bay
have had a remarkable impact on the mid-day
runs, especially this past summer. They are
happy to take the bus from Silva Bay to the
village to do their shopping, visit art studios,
attend cultural events, and go golfing.
GERTIE is now a regular feature for many
of our regular island events as well. The salmon
barbecue, the potato cannon contest, the
Brickyard beast run, the cross-the-island hike,
and the annual wine festival have all been

<

attended by GERTIE.
In the next few weeks we will be losing a
couple of our drivers for the winter, and one of
them permanently—our dependable Saturday
driver Bob Elliott has moved to Nanaimo. New
volunteer drivers will be more than welcome,
and remember that GERTIE pays for driver
training. Contact the GERTIE driver
coordinator Steve Polzin at 250-668-6809 if
you can help out. We may have to drop the
Friday mid-day run if no new drivers appear
between now and the end of October.
Learn more at www.gertie.ca. 0

Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides pay for publishing the news! Mail or
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Wasting Food - Jane Harris Zsovan

According to the Value Change Management
Centre, over $27 billion worth of Canadian
food winds up in the garbage or the compost
instead of in our stomachs. Every year.
We like to blame people with penchants for
24/7 fast food and the minority of grocery
chains which still throw out food as it nears its
expiry date instead of donating it to local food
banks. But it’s not all their fault.
Poor kitchen management is often to blame
for food waste. The David Suzuki Foundation
puts it this way: In Toronto, the average singlefamily household throws out about 275 kilos of
food every year. That’s one in four food
purchases (one quarter of your grocery budget)
going in the trash can.
Those of us who love fresh, local, and
sustainable eating can also contribute to the
problem. The inviting displays at farmers
markets, organic food stores, and bulk-food
outlets may tempt you to buy more than can be
cooked before the lettuce wilts. Worse yet, we
cook huge pots that languish in the back of the
fridge growing mould once we tire of our
kitchen masterpieces.
Make no mistake. I am a big fan of the
farmers’ markets. This week, on my way to do
some book research, I discovered a farmers’
market hidden away on the University of
Lethbridge campus. Following the signs, I
found a ballroom full of irresistible fall veggies,
BC fruit, Hutterite breads, warm empanadas,
and fresh cut flowers. I wound up working with
three bags piled up by my side.
I am not about throw the money I spent
picking pricey produce into the garbage can,
however. About half of those fresh local veggies
will wind up in my freezer. I’ll get to enjoy them
long into the winter. But without the freezer
compartment on my fridge, my veggie habit
would wilt my grocery budget.
If a media report I heard the other day is an
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accurate reflection, many supposedly smart
Canadians would rather chuck the cabbage
than throw it in the freezer.
A few days ago, the semi-regular news story
about North American food waste surfaced
once again in the media. I was only half
listening until the interviews with ‘ecoconscious’ urbanites began. Their explanations
for food waste—they try to buy fresh, but the
produce goes bad—made we wonder how the
cool and affluent could be so misinformed
about healthy eating.
I am not sure why the food-snob notion that
frozen isn’t for the chosen seems to have taken
root. Freezing doesn’t dwindle the nutrition or
taste of most foods. In fact, flash-frozen veggies
that you purchase in the freezer aisle are
probably more nutritious than fresh produce
you’ve left sitting in your fridge for a week.
Even better, you can freeze just about
anything—from a carton of milk to a loaf of
bread. How many of the freezable items on this
list have you considered freezing? Cheese,
grapes, milk, pancakes, bread, bananas for
smoothies, potatoes, cooked rice, pies, corn,
cooked pasta, flour and grains, cookie dough,
left over soups, stews and entrees, sandwiches,
tomato paste and tomato sauce, and eggs
(removed from their shells).
Wasting food makes you poorer. According
to Statistics Canada, the average Canadian
household spent $7,739 on food in 2012. So, if
your lettuce is wilting, your milk is rancid, and
your fruit is a mushy mess on the bottom of
your fridge, you could be throwing out several
thousand dollars every year.
Stick your surplus groceries in the freezer.
You’ll get more value from your food, while you
save a bundle on your grocery bill.
This article is from Troy Media, an online
syndicated news source. 0

