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People’s Climate March in Vancouver on September 21.

Transportation Ministry will spend $200,000 on
Gabriola bridge study
Responding to a petition, delivered in June and said to have 609
signatures, Transportation Minister Todd Stone has
announced his intention to have an independent consultant
carry out a study of the feasibility of a bridge between Nanaimo
and Gabriola Island, to replace the present ferry service. Stone
estimates that the cost of a feasibility study for such a bridge
would be $200,000, and could be completed in the spring of
2015.
The feasibility study will examine potential locations for a
‘fixed link’, develop cost estimates, and compare the cost with
the cost of the ferry service; apparently it will not estimate travel
times, nor will it recommend how the bridge might be financed.
The ministry also made it clear that the study will not assess the
level of public support for a bridge.
Most previous studies have assumed there would, in fact, be
two bridges, one built from Joan Point (near the Duke Point
ferry terminal) across Dodd Narrows to Mudge Island, traffic
would travel along Mudge Island, and then over the second
bridge from Mudge across False Narrows to the south end of
Gabriola. Bridging would probably necessitate a transit service
from Gabriola to downtown Nanaimo.
Minister Stone said, ‘In consideration of our vision that

coastal communities are connected in a sustainable manner,
we’ll assess the feasibility of a fixed link between the two islands.’
It was unclear which islands he was referring to.
The current petition was originated by the Gabriola Bridge
Society in May, this year. Gabriola resident Michael Zane,
claiming to represent a ‘silent majority’ of Gabriola’s population
of 4,000, says, ‘we can build this bridge without a significant
cost’. Gabriola has just been through a series of ministryordered cuts to the existing said-to-be-private BC Ferry Services
Inc service, which provides a 20-minute travel time from
Descanso Bay, at the west end of the island, to Nanaimo’s
central waterfront.
Gabriola is part of the Islands Trust Area, whose mandate
has a strict policy that islands should not be connected with
bridges (except the long-time, one-lane bridge between North
and South Pender). Despite this, there appears to have been no
consultation between the Ministry of Transport and Islands
Trust Council.
The Islands Trust’s position on the study is clearly laid out
in a letter to Minister Stone from Trust Chair Sheila Malcolmson
(see Letters to the Editor, Page 10). 0

Residential energy retrofit incentives are back - Tom Hackney

There is some good news for our pocketbooks, the comfort of
our homes, and the efficiency with which our society uses
energy: renewed home energy efficiency and conservation
programs.
In the last couple of years, the provincial government ended
its incentives for home energy efficiency and conservation, and
forced deep cuts to BCHydro’s Power Smart budgets.
However, in July, the government signalled its intention to
maintain at least some leadership in energy conservation.
Premier Clarke announced a collaboration between
BCHydro and Fortis’ natural gas and electric utilities to offer
two residential energy retrofit programs: the Home Energy
Retrofit Offer, aimed at mainstream utility customers; and the
Energy Conservation Assistance Program, aimed at low-income
customers.

is at these

HOME PAGE

The Home Energy Retrofit Offer
(HERO)

The Home Energy Retrofit Offer replaces the government’s now
un-funded LiveSmart Efficiency Incentive Program. It provides
up to $6,000 in rebates to customers of BCHydro and Fortis
who install one or more items from a specific list that includes
building envelope insulation, weather sealing, and efficient
space and water heating equipment.
To address the so-called ‘split incentive’ problem, the utilities
provide application forms for both the utility customer and the
building owner, where they are not the same person. This is a
worthwhile innovation. Rental and condominium markets are
currently under-served by energy efficiency and conservation
ENERGY PROGRAMS, please turn to page 2

Standard Oil heirs divest
coal and oil investments

One more blow to the fossil fuel industries came on
September 22 when the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, one of
many that make up the Rockefeller family fortune,
announced that it is selling its investments in the oil and gas
industries, and buying into renewable energy businesses.
This move comes the day after an estimated 310,000
people marched through the streets of New York in support
of international action to limit climate change, and the day
before a UN Climate summit heard 125 world leaders
speak—they got four minutes each—followed by a discussion
of initiatives being taken by Air France-KLM, McDonald’s
Corp, and Royal Dutch Shell Plc.
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon hosted the UN
session: ‘I’m really going to ask world leaders to show their
political will and give us clear guidance and directions,’ said
Ban.
Corporate divestment is gathering steam. Almost 170
foundations and 600 wealthy philanthropists, controlling
$50 billion in investments, have committed to take their
investments out of fossil fuels and into clean energy. Not a
big share of the shares, but ‘a good start’. Everybody’s
watching now.
Their reasons aren’t just altruistic. Valuing investments of
any kind now involves factoring in a price for carbon. Coal
investments have been hit hard by low prices for natural gas,
combined with stiffer regulations in the US and Chinese
policy changes driven by worsening smog in Chinese cities.
Cheap oil is harder to find; fracked oil is expensive; and tar
sands oil is hard to transport and market.
On the renewables side, prices for solar panels have
dropped 70% in the last five years, and technology promises
further technological breakthroughs in the next short while.
On a sunny, windy day, Germany gets half its power from
such renewables.
So savvy investors are switching, pushed by the idea that,
in order to take advantage of climate change, half of the
hydrocarbons must stay in the ground.
It’s not rocket science. 0
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Beginning the walls
Walls going up

Making more cob

Windows

Nearly Done!

Photos: Davy Rippner

Pender school’s garden shed is nearly done. The work of many volunteers, grown-ups and children, secured the cob structure (straw and clay infill on post & beam) before the rain.
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Saturna Notes - Priscilla Ewbank

t is raining—the world is noisy with rain on the roof. It
hasn’t rained in a long time and fir cones are bouncing
down off the metal roofs, fir needles are shedding and
clogging drainpipes, the light dusty duff is forming into little
gullies as rain runs along. Darkness comes even earlier when it
is raining.
The kids are back in school! Fall is really here. You have to
hustle to get the outside stuff done and a few good walks in
during daylight hours. I forgot the rain routines of floor mats,
doors closed, socks and shoes, towels to wipe wet dog feet, rain
repellant outer wear... Gumboots—where are they?

Summer of Plenty

What a summer of plenty—everyone has tomatoes to crow
about, the best apple crop ever, pears or zucchini—bounteous
and beautiful. I have been having freshly made tomato
sandwiches, beefsteak, of course, basil, mayonnaise, and a
Bartlet pear for dessert.
This is the first time I have ever seriously pondered my well.

The Simple
High-Performance
Septic System
Eljen GSF…Your Affordable
Solution for Today’s
Wastewater Challenges!

programs, precisely because of the complicating split between
who pays the energy bills and who has spending authority for
investments in the building. The dual application forms may
help, and hopefully utilities will also be alert to implement any
further measures needed to make sure that many people from
this housing sector do participate.

Innovative Products and Solutions Since 1970

eljen.com

The Water System Experts
Since 1972

NOW Two Locations
To Serve You Better.

Victoria B.C.
1-888-444-8497

Marauding Mink

Saturna is having a bloom of quick-moving mink. Islanders
have reported seeing them much more regularly on East Point
Road and at Winter Cove. Mink are tiny, hunt day and night,
and are expert chicken killers.
The Not-So-Happy Hens of Haggis have become all too
familiar with one, which killed five of them in one day in the hen
house, and then killed one each day until it got itself in a live
trap under the enticement of fresh salmon bones and skin.
Because they are so small—their mouths are smaller than a
cats—they go after the chicken’s head, lap the blood, chew on
the neck and leave the rest—that’s it, but your egg layer is dead.
Saturna had two trapping licences up until the early ’60s.
One that the lighthouse keeper’s wife, Kathleen Ritchie, ran
from East Point Light to Winter Cove, and one that Ernie
Crossingham had from Winter Cove to Campbell’s Farm. Mink
fur, even the summer coat, is all you ever thought it would feel
like—plushy, silky soft and utterly wonderful. From my

ENERGY PROGRAMS from page 1

Ideal for New or
Replacement Systems



It has held up wonderfully all this summer, just like all other
summers, and I am grateful for its deep underground stores.
The Campbells are feeding hay to their sheep already as their
big pastures have dried up completely. The green of any tiny
amount of groundwater coming to the surface is in contrast to
the desiccated grass. The deer and the sheep stay in close
proximity to the orchard. One ewe is nearby all the time and as
soon as that apple falls kerplunk on the ground, she scrambles
for it.

Courtenay B.C.
1-800-665-8311

www.vanislewater.com

The Heatpump Problem

A problem with the program is that only customers who heat
with electricity will qualify for the heatpump incentive.
Customers who heat with oil or gas are excluded, even where a
heatpump would be the most energy efficient, cost effective and
climate friendly option.
This glitch may be due to the Fortis gas utility’s active interest
in building its customer base, coupled with BCHydro’s lack of
interest in attracting new customers. This shows why the
government still has a role to play: it may need to intervene to
ensure that the broader public interest is met.
Another problem that may need to be tweaked by the utilities
to get optimum performance is that HERO does not require
before-and-after energy assessments for many of its program
offerings. This simplifies administration and will likely stimulate
greater participation, but it also increases the risk of substandard installations that do n0t deliver the energy savings.
Do-it-yourself installations are also not permitted. Instead,
only work done by licensed contractors qualifies for rebates.
This may discourage participation, especially in rural areas,
where the do-it-yourself tradition is strongest and retrofit
contractors are scarcer than in urban centres and installations
very expensive.

The Energy Conservation Assistance
Program (ECAP)

The low-income program offers free home energy evaluations
and the free installation of efficient light bulbs, low-flow shower
heads, insulated pipe wrap, weather stripping and other energy
conservation products. Some homes may also qualify for free
energy efficient refrigerators and insulation for attics, walls and
crawlspaces.
This is an important program. Historically, the low-income
energy conservation programs of both BCHydro and Fortis have
been hampered by low rates of customer participation. People
on low budgets often cannot afford to invest in capital upgrades,

grandmother’s time, when mink stoles were so popular and
home heating was so intermittent, I recall seeing and being
fascinated by mink stoles with their little stuffed heads wrapped
under women’s chins and their feet gently flopping as women
walked.

Forage Fish Talk

Ramona de Graf came to Saturna Island for the Saturna
Education and Marine Research and Education Society. She is
a leading expert on forage fishes—among many other aspects
of marine life. Forage fish? What is that category? Most of us
had no idea beyond herring.
She started out her presentation by asking us ‘why were we
there?’ That is her style, lively and engaging. About 30 people
listened to Ms de Graf present us with great data and pictures
illustrating forage fish and their part in the food chain, and that
their existence is measured in metric tonnes, unlike predator
fishes and wildlife that is measured in much smaller amounts
and occupy the niche above in the food chain.
Surf smelt, sandlance, eulachons, herring and about 60 other
species connect food energy from zooplankton and
phytoplankton to their predators—salmon, ling cod, halibut and
so on, as well as a huge number of species of waterfowl and
marine mammals.
As you might guess, forage fish are in deep trouble, with
declining numbers. Ms de Graf had many suggestions which
research has shown to increase the spawning areas of these
SATURNA, please turn to next page

and many low-income people, being renters, do not have the
authority to upgrade their accommodations.
But this sector is worth reaching. It represents some of the
best opportunities for cost-effective upgrades because the
buildings are older, less efficient and worse maintained than the
average. Low-income programs also address social equity. All
ratepayers pay for the utility’s energy efficiency and
conservation programs, and the benefits of reduced energy bills
and increased home comfort should be fairly shared.
As another instance of the value of government leadership,
the government recently amended the regulations that govern
the utilities’ energy conservation programs, so as to facilitate
access to the low-income program. The income thresholds have
been eased, and program incentives may now flow through
housing societies and First Nations bands.

The Many Benefits of Energy
Conservation

These programs will benefit society at several levels, and the
government and utilities should be commended.
Investments in energy efficiency and conservation let us as
individuals minimize the amount of gas and electricity we need
to warm and light our homes and operate our many domestic
appliances and gadgets. This saves us money.
Energy efficiency and conservation programs let the utilities
postpone or avoid investments in new transmission and
distribution systems and new power acquisitions. This saves
money for the utilities and their customers.
Reducing our energy use also contributes to the important
goal of mitigating climate change, either directly if we use less
natural gas, or indirectly if we free up electricity that can then
displace fossil fuels. Residential energy use contributes 7% of
BC’s total greenhouse gas emissions. By making our homes
more efficient, we all can contribute to meeting the province’s
legislated targets for reducing these emissions.
A final word of advice to the government and the utilities:
Treat this as a long-term initiative. Steady, long-term programs
to encourage energy efficiency and conservation will attract the
best retrofit providers and allow them to hire and train good
workers to do the job well. 0
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Chill factor in revised BC’s Society Act - Patrick Brown

he rewritten provincial Societies Act introduces the fraudulent or conflict-of-interest matters similar to those that
possibility of individuals initiating court action to might take place in a shareholder-based corporation (these have
question the management of a society, or whether its occurred in some BC societies).
actions are taken in the ‘public
‘Public Interest’
interest’. The proposed act is
CHILL FACTOR
Litigation
described in a ‘white paper’ made Section 99 (1): A person whom the court considers to be
However, nowhere in the
available for comment with a an appropriate person to make an application under this
Business Corporations Act do
deadline of October 16.
section may apply to the court for an order under this
we find any provision
While
questions
of section on the grounds that a society is conducting its
resembling the proposed
management, fraud, or unlawful activities or internal affairs with intent to defraud a person
Section 99 (see box). This
action by societies generally or to otherwise act unlawfully, or is carrying on activities
section allows the court to:
match similar provisions in the that are detrimental to the public interest.
decide whether anyone who
Business Corporations Act
might bring an action; under
(BCA), these new provisions that touch on a society’s pursuit of
this section is, in fact, ‘an appropriate person’; decide whether
the public interest are unique.
certain activities are being purposely carried out by a society;
West Coast Environmental Law first questions the
define what is the public interest; and decide whether those
government’s move to name the courts as the ‘preferred tool’ to
activities are, in fact, detrimental to that public interest.
oversee societies. They point out that many societies—there are
While the actions of certain corporations may often tempt
27,000—are ‘run by volunteers, on very limited budgets,
members of the public to bring such an action, the fact remains
without experience with the law or the resources to hire lawyers’.
that the BCA does not provide for it. As we seek precedents, an
It is Section 99 (see box), which is brand new, that is the
‘appropriate person’ is someone whose interests are directly
object of great concern. There appears to be no equivalent
affected by an activity of a corporation or, indeed, a society. But
provision in the existing Society Act (1996). In fact, much of the
how would a court decide on the appropriateness of a ‘person’
rewrite of the Society Act appears to parallel the provisions of
who challenges a society’s activity as being detrimental to the
the BCA, and is clearly intended to use the courts to deal with

SATURNA from previous page

foundation fish that live and breed right here on our beaches.
From checking old DFO reports, our educator reported that
beach netting for smelts took place at Lyall Harbour and Winter
Cove in the ’60s.
Ramona educates and brings together interested groups—
including the Island Trust’s Green Shores initiative. She is the
kind of person that you wish worked for the Department of
Fisheries and Oceans.
On that Monday morning, she showed interested adults and
the Saturna Ecological Education Centre students how to
sample the beach to determine whether or not it is a productive
beach for forage fish; all the while educating us generally about
local marine life and systems.
Saturna Beach showed a handsome result with all four spots
checked rated successful for surf smelt eggs. Ramona
pronounced Saturna Beach an excellent example of a pocket
beach with 25% room for improvement for spawning for two
areas, some hardened beach-riprap and a wharf.

Saturna Bylaws Tabled

On September 18, Saturna’s Local Trust Committee and
interested islanders met at the Rec Centre to continue the Public
Information Meeting and the Public Hearing for three bylaws
that went overtime at the last meeting.
To the surprise of many and their subsequent confusion, the

Public Hearing for the proposed bylaws was cancelled as
trustees Paul Brent and Pam Janszen decided to table the
proposed bylaws, since we are now too close to a local
government election to allow due process.
Despite these last minute changes to the meeting agenda,
over 30 people were able to attend the meeting in person. They
also handed in letters sent by other islanders who were not able
to be there.
Many submissions reccommended that more rigour be
applied in assessing the groundwater management implications
of proposed changes—seeking to ensure that proposed
increases in land use intensity and density be oriented to those
parts of the island with the
capacity to support such
increases without adverse
impacts.
Most letters and verbal
submissions seemed to be
supportive of the basic
concept
of
economic
development and most asked
that the current process be
slowed down, that a much
more informal and extensive
community conversation take
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public interest? What if something that is clearly detrimental is
challenged by someone who is deemed inappropriate to carry
on that challenge? What if the ‘person’ is a corporation, as in a
SLAPP (Strategic Lawsuit Against Public Participation) suit?
Many such questions would surely arise in the course of
Section 99 litigation, ending with the final and critical one: what
is the public interest?
West Coast Environmental Law suggests that the drafting of
this new Act has been influenced by the case of the Portland
Hotel Society, in which public funds paid by the government
were found to have been misused. However, this potential
legislation is, in fact, so broad, and so lacking of precedent, as
to invite suspicion as to its true purpose.

One Can More Easily Identify Its
Potential For Abuse

Readers will be familiar with the Canada Revenue Agency attack
on charities which are found to be committing advocacy,
particularly advocacy which conflicts with government policy.
Section 99 could be regarded as a somewhat more direct
method of attack on public debate, since it would appear to
permit anyone to initiate litigation against any society on
practically any grounds. The potential for intimidation and
harassment, facilitated by the courts, is endless.
This legislation itself is clearly not in the public interest. 0
place to consider density transfer and amenity zoning, short
term vacation rentals and secondary suites. Also, that our
current Official Community Plan be examined and that
available baseline research be factored into any proposed
changes.
One person pointed out that, whatever the decisions made,
somehow more young people need to be available to support
the fire and ambulance departments and the trades as the
resident bulge of competent, community-minded, 60 and 70year-olds gets ever older.
At the meeting, both trustees declared that they will stand
again as trustees in the upcoming Islands Trust election. 0
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We are extremely happy to have our teachers back at school.
We thank our teachers for their dedication and
commitment to learning.
We would like to acknowledge CUPE Local 788,
our Principals & Vice Principals, and Senior Management
for being supportive during a difficult time.
Ongoing thanks to our students, parents, and community
for your patience during the labour dispute.
We have great learning opportunities in the Gulf Islands
and look forward to working together to make them
even better!
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M EETING

School District #64 (Gulf Islands).
Regular meeting of the Board
of School Trustees will be held on
Wednesday, October 8, 2014 at
Saturna Elementary School/SEEC.
Meeting commencing at 1pm.
Agenda:
http://sd64.bc.ca/district/school–boar
d-meetings. Public Welcome!
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Douglas Treaty Rights To Be
Considered In Grace Islet Case

Dear Editor:
BC Provincial Court’s ruling from today, September 23, on
Grace Islet acknowledged Aboriginal rights. The injunction
against First Nation Chiefs and elected officials for trespass is
adjourned for one month to allow defendants to gather a proper
defense with input from their council, elders and communities.
The recent acts of ‘trespass’ by First Nations—supported by
us ‘settlers in solidarity’—can be defended by Douglas Treaty
rights (WSANEC Bands) and Un-ceded/ Un-treatied Aboriginal
rights (Hul'qumi'num Bands) in order to have access to the
burial sites of their ancestors. This in fact, has been denied by
the provincial government through the Archaeology Branch’s
permits and the homeowner since construction (aka
desecration) commenced in June.
We raise our hands in thanks to all Protectors of Grace Islet—
today was a good day!
Joe Akerman, Salt Spring Island

Islands’ Recycling Crisis

A version of the following letter was sent to David Ranson,
Director–Environmental Standards Branch, Ministry of the
Environment.
Dear Sir:
I have been Manager at the Salt Spring Island Recycling Depot
for some 21 years. We have been contracted through the CRD
since the beginning of the Blue Box program (circa 1989) to
establish and operate a Municipal Recycling Depot to provide
‘equivalent to blue box’ service on Salt Spring Island. It is the
only recycling depot where islanders can bring their packaging
and printed paper (PPP) without charge. PPP was the reason
for the present depot being built and operated. Later—as we
could fit in other stewardship items—we have.
The CRD has accepted the MMBC’s depot incentives on our
behalf until May 2015 and we are doing our best to make the
plan work. However, the plan is flawed. We can’t even give you
proper numbers, as MMBC has still not paid for some of our
earliest shipments going back to May, but our estimate, based
on depot incentives, has always indicated huge shortfalls ( in
the range of 80% less than cost).
We are currently still funded (until May) by the CRD on a
per household basis. The Depot Incentives from MMBC assume
Mainland conditions and are designed for a typical Bottle Depot
which is adding glass, styrofoam, and plastic film to their already
viable operations.
Our depots on the Gulf Islands have always tried to be
efficient for both financial and environmental reasons. We
densify whichever materials make sense on each island. The
baling incentives offered by MMBC are fine until you factor in

W
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Editorial: Not the usual stuff …

e realize that these five platform ‘planks’ are not the
usual sort of thing that candidates say they will
support. They don’t put money in your pocket. They
won’t make an immediate difference in our everyday laws. They
won’t protect us as consumers, or improve our health.
But what they will do is improve our democracy and our
government, which leads to happiness and wellbeing.
When Canada was first formed, our federal government was
patterned, not surprisingly, on the British, or ‘Westminster’
structure, developed over many centuries from the Magna
Carta. That’s why we have a House of Commons, a Senate, and
a Supreme Court.
We have a Governor General who represents the Queen as
Head of State. That’s why we do not have a President. In
Canada, our Prime Minister is a member of parliament leading
the majority party in the House of Commons.
We’ve always had political parties, but history, both in
Britain and in Canada, has shown that individual Members of
Parliament have had the freedom to represent their
constituents, express their own opinions, and vote their
individual consciences. Canada, and Canadians, expected them
to, and trusted them to do their very best for the nation and the
communities they represented.
But over the past forty years, the principles and customs of
the House of Commons, along with the unique responsibilities
of each Member, have lost our respect. This has happened
under both major governing parties, and minority and majority
governments. This has been accompanied by the increasing
dominance of party leaders, both in the House and in the media.
Platform for Canada 2015 contains proposals to make our
Parliamentary government more representative, more
responsible, more open to ideas, and more effective. We think
it will also nurture the talents of MPs recognized as the best
leaders, listeners, and representatives from every part of the
nation.
We think these proposals have the potential to increase our

Platform for Canada 2015

Island Tides proposes that all potential and
nominated candidates should be prepared to
declare their support for any or all of five elements
of a ‘Platform for Canada 2015’:
1. No whipped votes. All Parliamentary votes
(Commons and Senate) to be free votes.
2. The Prime Minister reports to Parliament; he is
first among equals. His leadership may be
reviewed, and he can be removed, by secret ballot
of his caucus.
3. The Prime Minister’s supporting staff is in the
Privy Council Office (PCO). Staff of the PCO are
civil servants and cannot do work of a partisan
nature.
4. Nominations for election of MPs in the 2019
election must bear the names of 100 registered
voters from the Electoral District (no change from
present legislation). Nominees need not have the
support of a political party, nor the signature of a
party leader.
5. Develop a Proportional Voting system to replace
First-Past-The-Post for the 2019 election.

respect for the Parliament and its members, for the
government, and for its leaders. We think they will also increase
the participation and involvement of citizens throughout the
country.
We think they are vitally important for the future of Canada.
Please endorse them. 0
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Did you appreciate this editorial? Help IslandTides pay for the
news! Mail or phone in your contribution today. 250-216-2267

Readers’ Letters

BC Ferries and the 7 to 10 hours that a Kenworth and driver
are tied up.
MMBC suggested we ask the CRD to continue paying us .The
Recycling Regulation says industry (MMBC) will pay 100%.
Then MMBC suggested asking Green By Nature (GNB) to pay
us a baling incentive for the other materials that we bale that
are not covered by MMBC incentives. It is like we are human
ping-pong balls. GBN has offered $100 per tonne baling
incentive for plastic as an example. Let’s run the numbers.
Right now we ship baled plastic approximately 15.5 times a
year in roll-off containers. In round numbers this costs
approximately 15.5 x $500 or $7,750 per year. Because we bale
at a 10 to 1 ratio, this one material alone—plastic containers
unbaled—would need 155 trips at $500 or $77,500. So by baling
plastic we save MMBC and GBN $70,000 per year and they are
willing to give us $100 x 70 Tonnes or $7,000 per year. We do
100% of the work and we get 10% of the savings? So it seems a
$1,000 per tonne baling incentive would be reasonable as
opposed to $100.
We are looking at the demise of recycling on the islands—
because MMBC will reach their required 75% goal as MMBC
clearly told us—with the Lower Mainland alone. MMBC’s view
is that if the CRD declines to continue depot incentive in May,
the Gulf Island Depots will ‘go to the bottom of the list and
MMBC will use the money in other communities’.
According to them, the depots don’t even get to accept or
decline—we simply shut the doors.
The Recycling Regulation states that the director can
withdraw his approval of a Stewardship Plan at any time and I
believe this needs to happen. The 75% recovery goal should be
in every municipality where PPP recycling service existed on
May 19, 2014—not simply a province-wide total.
Remote depots should not be put out of business for the
convenience of industry. Nor should MMBC expect to be
subsidized by non-profit charitable agencies.
Our island banks, credit unions, supermarkets, pharmacies,
etc are all MMBC members and are paying full price for that
membership. So it follows that their community should receive
100% of the cost of collecting PPP as required by the Recycling
Regulation. Can you imagine telling the cashier at Thrifty Foods
that I am only willing to pay 20% of my bill!
All the effort of the last 30 years of promoting and providing
recycling to residents of the the islands is being threatened by
this refusal to see reason. This applies to the depots on Pender,
Galiano, Mayne and Saturna Islands, too. Do they expect
residents to recycle by ferry?
Why is a household on Salt Spring worth $7 a year as
opposed to $35 or more elsewhere? We are taking more types
of material than curbside, with styrofoam and plastic bags/film
and glass.
We need an intervention immediately.
Peter Grant, Salt Spring Island

Government Wasting Taxpayers
Money

Dear Editor:
I want to thank the hundreds of parents, teachers and students
who contacted me regarding the Teachers’ dispute with the BC
Liberal government. I am pleased an agreement has been
reached, although in my view the government’s intransigence
has led to unnecessary, and very disruptive school closures. I
visited teachers on the picket lines a number of times. They
made it clear that their primary concern has never been about
wages and benefits—despite government claims to the contrary,
the two sides were not that far apart on that issue.
The heart of the dispute has always been about class size and
composition and the lack of classroom support for kids,
particularly those with special needs. The Supreme Court of BC
has twice rejected Liberal government attempts, initiated by the
Premier Clark when she was Education Minister, to strip class
size and composition from the teachers’ contract. Shockingly,
the court actually found that government tried to provoke a
strike, and fined government for bargaining in bad faith.
The Province continues to defy these court rulings, and yet
another appeal by government will be heard in the courts this
October. If this appeal is rebuked again, it is my hope that
government will stop wasting taxpayer dollars on unproductive
court action and provide the resources to make real
improvements in classrooms. Students and their parents
deserve this, and we will all benefit from these investments.
Gary Holman, MLA, Saanich North and the Islands

Islands Trust Election Issues

Dear Editor:
The most important few days of islands’ governance are here.
Islanders have only a brief opportunity to install a bold,
visionary government for the Gulf Islands. It’s a choice we will
live with for four years.
Across BC, nominations for local elections close October 10
at 4pm. Voting day is November 15.
The Gulf Islands Alliance (GIA)—a 9-year-old non-profit
group that supports the ‘preserve and protect’ mandate of
Islands Trust—urges islanders to pull out all stops to make sure
the brightest community-minded people are nominated and
elected. Like all institutions, the success of the Islands Trust
rests largely on the quality of its leaders. The 13 major Trust
islands are represented by two trustees each.
Although GIA doesn’t endorse candidates, we are partial to
those who vigorously defend the environmental goals of the
Islands Trust Act.
Forty-years-ago the founder of the Islands Trust vowed not
to let the islands, ‘this precious jewel’, slip through their fingers.
The threat then was from developers taking advantage of weak
local government to buy cheap island property and subdivide it
into hundreds of small residential lots.
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‘The whole world is marching’ - Elizabeth May

n Sunday, September 21, 2014, the global actions. But despite the Copenhagen debacle we
climate movement mobilized as never urgently need to re-focus on the global. We cannot
before. Organized by 350.org in 160 avoid runaway global warming, and the resulting
countries, in over 2,600 separate events, over catastrophic levels of climatic disruption, without
600,000 people spoke as one. Those voices
demanded that we reject fossil fuels, protect the
climate and save our own lives.
The impetus for the rallying and marching
was an unlikely man—a man who until 2007 was
an unknown South Korean diplomat. Obscure,
and slated as unlikely to have a real chance to be
chosen as United Nations Secretary-General,
Ban Ki-moon threw his hat in the ring anyway.
As more high profile candidates were vetoed, Mr
Ban emerged as the consensus choice. In 2007,
he took over the job which, the very first UN
Secretary-General Trygve Lie told incoming
Secretary-General Dag Hammarskjöld, was ‘the
most impossible job on earth’.
Ban Ki-moon has been a climate champion in
a way no previous UN Secretary-General has ever Elizabeth May with Salt Spring’s activist Kelsey Mech
been. Soon after his appointment, he made an New York climate change rally—with 400,000 others.
unprecedented trip to the Bali negotiations (COP
13 in December 2007) to help break a deadlock in deep cuts on an agreed and targeted basis. It must
the talks. He has focused on climate and has be global and legally binding. We need a treaty. And
attended most Conferences Of the Parties meetings. the deadline is not political. It is driven by the
I met him at COP19 last December in Warsaw, science. We have run out of time for procrastination.
The opportunity of the UN Climate Leaders’
Poland. The negotiations were dismal. Poland was a
poor choice of host as its government pushes hard Summit was to get the global media, the national
for coal-fired power and coal mining. The Polish governments and the peoples of the world to focus
Prime Minister fired his environment minister, once again on the reality of a deadline and the
chairing the COP, in the midst of the negotiations pathetic, anemic responses by governments.
because he was too cautious about fracking. The sole
That led Bill McKibben and 350.org to take the
ray of hope came from Mr Ban’s announcement of a on the challenge of throwing everything they had,
Climate Leaders’ Summit to take place just before through social media and networks, at calling for
the meeting of the UN General Assembly on 100,000 people to march in New York, together with
September 23, 2014. He explained that his goal was organising hundreds of other demonstrations
to create momentum; to inject some oxygen into the around the world.
negotiations before they resume in December in
Since I was already in Ottawa for Parliament, I
Lima at COP20. Time is running out as the UNFCCC went to New York, taking the train from Montreal
process has set Paris’ COP21 in December 2015 as with my daughter, to join the rally. We didn’t get
the deadline for a new agreement, including all 100,000 people. We marched with 400,000 people.
nations, to reduce emissions.
It was incredible. 350.org had helped the process
This summit created an opportunity. Since the of marching by establishing staging areas by interest
train-wreck in Copenhagen in 2009, the whole groups. The staging area ended up being forty blocks
global climate movement has been suffering from of solid people. Scientists with scientists, impacted
post-traumatic stress disorder. The movement had local peoples with other victims, womens’ groups,
turned away from the depressing spectacle of the peace groups. I decided to march with the many
failure in Copenhagen to more local and grassroots groups of Canadian youth who bussed in from
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Montreal, Toronto, Ottawa and Halifax. Most of the
young people had never been in a large march.
Hundreds of young people had come, mostly on
buses that travelled through the night.
The march was slated to start at 11:30am. As
we waited and waited to start marching,
standing, fairly squashed in a sea of people for
nearly three hours, people ask ‘why aren’t we
moving yet?’ I explained: ‘the longer we wait, the
more successful this march is. It means there are
so many thousands of people ahead of us that we
cannot move. Somewhere, the front end of the
march started hours ago and we still are standing
here.’ Then they smiled.
Finally we started to move, and people along
the line of march applauded. When stopped
again, as we frequently were by people feeding
into the march from side streets, I would thank
the NYC cops. Amazingly, over and over again,
they would smile and say ‘No, we thank you for
at being here.’
I never got to the end of the march. By 6pm
messages received through twitter urged
marchers to disperse. There was no room for any
more people at the end point. At that point, my
daughter, raised on someone’s shoulders, could still
not see the front of the line of marchers or its end.
350.org had set up a few giant screens along the
line of march, so that we had the treat of looking at
photos from around the world of demonstrations on
different continents—Hong Kong, Paris, Berlin,
Nairobi. Brilliant.
When I was much, much younger, as we
marched a familiar chant was ‘The whole world is
watching’. On Sunday we chanted, ‘The whole world
is marching’.
And at the head of the line of marchers, breaking
precedent again, was the UN Secretary-General. If
Ban Ki-moon’s summit was half as successful as the
civil society efforts to capitalize on the opportunity it
created, we have new momentum for Lima and
COP20.
We need to see September 21, 2014, as the
turning point. Adopting the title of Naomi Klein’s
new book, let’s hope this changes everything. 0
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Capital Regional District & Islands Trust
Mail Ballot Voting Information

2014 General Local Election & Assent Voting (Referendum)
Mail Ballot Voting is now available for the election of CRD Electoral Area Directors, Islands Trust Local Area Trustees, School Trustees (61, 62, 63, 64) and Assent Voting
(Referendum). Electors who:
a) have a physical disability, illness or injury that affects their ability to vote at another voting opportunity, or
b) expect to be absent from the regional district on general voting day (Saturday, November 15, 2014) and at the times of all advance voting opportunities
(Wednesday, November 5 and 12, 2014)

Community Health Workers

may now vote by mail ballot.
To vote by mail ballot, you must qualify as a Resident or Non-Resident Elector. To determine eligibility requirements, please visit our website at:
https://www.crd.bc.ca/about/how-we-are-governed/elections-other-voting/elector-qualifications-registration
How Do I Register To Vote By Mail?
To participate in Mail Ballot Voting, eligible electors who meet the above criteria must submit a completed application form in advance of general voting day,
November 15, 2014. Application forms can be requested at the following contact information listed below or can be found on our website at:
https://www.crd.bc.ca/about/how-we-are-governed/elections-other-voting/voting-opportunities-mail-ballot-voting:
Capital Regional District
Legislative & Information Services
5th floor, 625 Fisgard Street, PO Box 1000
Victoria, BC V8W 2S6

Phone:
Toll free:
Fax:
Email:

250.360.3129
1.800.663.4425 local 3129
250.360.3130
Legserv@crd.bc.ca

Completed application forms may be submitted via email, mail, in person or via fax at the contact information listed above.
If you are not on the CRD Non-Resident Property List of Electors, you may register either in advance (until September 23, 2014) or at the time of filling in your ballot.
Pre-registration is not available for Resident Electors as the CRD is using the Provincial Voters List. Resident Electors may register at the time of filling in your ballot. If
you missed advance registration, an application form will be included in your mail ballot package.
If you wish to confirm that your name is on the List of Electors, please call the number listed above.
The CRD will send out mail ballot packages commencing on our about Monday, October 27, 2014. If we receive your application after November 3, 2014, and
time does not permit mailing, you should arrange to pick up a package from the CRD, Legislative & Information Services, at the address listed above.
To be counted for the election or assent voting, your mail ballot must be received by the Chief Election Officer no later than 8 pm on Saturday, November 15, 2014 at
address listed above. It is the obligation of the person applying to vote by mail ballot to ensure that the mail ballot is received by the Chief Election Officer within this
time limit.
For more information on Mail Ballot Voting please contact the following:
Thomas F. Moore, Chief Election Officer
Phone: 250.472.0059
Dated September 15, 2014
Thomas F. Moore
Chief Election Officer
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lieu of benefits
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your hours of work availability to
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#FBDPO$PNNVOJUZ4FSWJDFT
2723 Quadra Street
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Sonia Santarossa, Sheila Norton or Angila Bains, Deputy Chief Election Officers
Phone: 250.360.3129
Toll free: 1.800.663.4425 local 3129
Email: Legserv@crd.bc.ca
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Union supports NDP motion for better jobs
Canada’s largest union in the private sector is
throwing its weight behind a new motion from the
NDP that aims to create good jobs in the energy
sector while respecting the wishes of Canadians,
the rights of First Nations and the protection of the
environment.
‘Stephen Harper’s resource development
strategy might as well have been written by foreign
oil companies,’ said Joie Warnock, Unifor’s
Western Director. ‘The NDP’s bill puts Canadians
first. It has a long-term vision that respects
democracy and good jobs.’
The NDP’s bill, sponsored by Skeena–Bulkley
Valley MP Nathan Cullen, will mandate the
National Energy Board (NEB) to consider the
impact of pipeline proposals on Canadian workers
in the refining and energy sector. The bill also bans
crude oil tankers on the Northwest Coast and
requires the National Energy Board to be more
accountable to Canadians.
‘Canadian natural resources should create
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long-term Canadian jobs and meet Canadians’
energy needs,’ said Warnock. ‘Unifor stands
united with the groups demanding that the federal
government stop reckless pipeline projects and
invest in greener jobs that can support families
and communities.’
Unifor opposes raw bitumen pipeline
projects—including Enbridge’s Northern Gateway
and Kinder Morgan’s Trans Mountain
expansion—because they do not create long-term
employment and because the federal approval
process has largely ignored the public’s concerns.
130 First Nations, most BC municipalities, and
at least half of British Columbians oppose the
Enbridge Northern Gateway proposal. According
to the Alberta Federation of Labour, only 228
permanent jobs will be created by the pipeline. 0
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While the pressure to increase growth and population
density still requires vigilant control, other threats are also
present, ones that GIA has been busy identifying and
encouraging the public and politicians to tackle. Here’s a few
that need close attention in this election campaign:
An overriding issue is the failure of Islands Trust to robustly
explain its chief role as protector of the natural environment, a
goal consistent with keeping the islands a beautiful place to live
and visit. Widely broadcasting its story would help to distinguish
the Islands Trust from traditional local governments and
discourage initiatives, some now afoot, that would weaken or
even break up the trust. Uninformed, uninspired islanders are
less likely to defend their unique governance system or
participate in local elections.
It is imperative that the Islands Trust improve relations with
the 30 First Nations groups with ancestral claims in the Trust
Area. The absence of agreements with 93% of them and a lack
of Islands Trust presence at the treaty table unnecessarily
contributes to community discord, as seen with shellfish
aquaculture activities on Denman Island, an industry set to be
established on other Gulf Islands.
Local ferry service has declined and fares have escalated
more than 100% in a decade, squeezing the economic life out
of coastal communities. The trust must continue to aggressively
demand that ferries be returned to the provincial highways
system.
Even wealthy fossil-fuel investors don’t want oil lapping their
island waterfronts. Environmental losses and clean-up costs
from an oil tanker spill are unimaginable and lasting. Trustees
must continue to join other islanders in demanding no increase
in tanker traffic in the Salish Sea.
Bylaw violations often involve environmental damage and
long term friction between neighbours. The Islands Trust must
provide full and fair bylaw enforcement.
Rising sea levels and other climate changes pose the greatest
threat to the Islands Trust’s mandate. While shoreline and
energy initiatives must continue, the Islands Trust’s more
important role is advocacy. GIA has proposed that the Public
Trust Doctrine be incorporated into the Trust Policy Statement,
as a model to the world clamouring for ways to fight climate
change. The doctrine insists that life-sustaining elements such
as the atmosphere and sea belong equally to everyone and must
not be damaged in order to serve other interests.
Dave Steen, Chair, Gulf Islands Alliance
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Upon reflection, a California quail finds a handsome companion at the local diner.

Steeves Running For Re-Election

Dear Editors:
Due to rumours and speculation swirling in our community, I
thought it best to publicly confirm I am running for re-election
as Island Trustee for North Pender Island. I am running because
I understand the challenges that continue to face our island
community. I feel confident that I will provide valuable and
significant leadership with the knowledge and experience I have
gained over the last ten years as trustee.
Since my first election in a 2004 by-election, I have upheld
my promise to support the Islands Trust and its preserve and
protect mandate. I have stayed true to my promises of
supporting open and inclusive local government while renewing
our islands OCP and various sections of the Land Use Bylaw.
My two terms on the Trust Council Executive and one term
as Chair of the Financial Planning Committee of the trust have
provided valuable opportunities to represent North Pender and
advocate for progressive policies in the Trust Area. The
establishment of protection for sensitive environmental areas
including groundwater resource protection, expanded farming
rights and support for a sustainable economy are among the
many issues I have supported and will continue to support.
I want to thank my nominators, Jean Bradley and Pat
Watson, for their continuing support and the many islanders
who have encouraged me in so many ways.
I am proud of my record and pleased to have been able to
play a role in restoring and maintaining the peaceful and civil
discourse in our community decision-making processes. If reelected, I will continue to work hard and put my knowledge and
experience to work for everyone in our Pender community.
Gary Steeves, North Pender island

Home...

Dear Editor:
Sunrise over the Penders, an eagle calls to its mate. A gentle
breeze stirs the boughs of a towering Douglas fir. The islands of
the Salish Sea are among the most beautiful on earth. They
contain the highest density of plant and animal species, 97%, of
global and provincial concern. The Coastal Douglas Fir zone,
where our islands are situated, has been designated ‘imperilled’
by Biodiversity BC.
The Islands Trust area is composed of 13 major Gulf Islands,
and over 450 smaller islands in approximately 5,200 square
kilometres of land and water, with about 25,000 people living
on these islands. Surrounded by large, expanding cities,
Vancouver, Victoria, Nanaimo, and Seattle, the Gulf Islands
stand at risk from over-development and damage to the natural
environment, by residents, visitors, and developers.
How did the Islands Trust come about?
In the late 1960s Magic Lake Estates was formed on North
Pender Island. With 1,200 lots on approximately 600 acres the
development was considered, at that time, one of the largest
subdivisions in Canada. Mudge Island, near Gabriola created
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185 lots; other subdivisions were planned on Mayne, Bowen,
and Salt Spring islands. It was clear that unless conservation
action was taken soon, the Gulf Islands with their unique and
fragile ecosystems might eventually be reduced to urban sprawl.
On May 21, 1974, James Lorimer, then Minister of Municipal
Affairs, presented Bill 112, The Islands Trust Act to the
Legislative Assembly, proposing the creation of an Islands Trust
to ‘preserve and protect the environment and peculiar nature
of the islands...in the gulf south of Campbell River.’ On June 4
1974, the bill was passed and the Islands Trust formed. The trust
has worked since then to carry out its ‘preserve and protect’
mandate. It is a delicate balance which requires the participation
of all those who live in the Gulf Islands. We are charged with
the responsibility to elect trustees who will uphold the mandate.
What do I want from our trustees?
The Islands Trust area is unique and fragile. I want trustees
who understand this and who are dedicated to protecting the
natural environment in balance with the communities that
reside here. In a changing world, with loss of biodiversity and
many stresses on the natural environment, those of us lucky
enough to live on the Pender Islands have a responsibility to
‘preserve and protect’ these precious islands—the mandate of
the Islands Trust since 1974. We have a rare opportunity to be
an example for BC, Canada, and the world. Let’s show how
enlightened people treat their environment.
In November, vote for the trustees you believe have the
integrity to carry out the preserve and protect mandate. Keep
our island, rural—simple—beautiful.
Eroca Dancer, Pender Island

Revised Sailings

Dear Editor:
By gutting the mid-day sailing to Denman and Hornby Island,
it’s reasonable to expect the ferry oligopoly would adjust the
afternoon schedule when there is need. Arriving at the Denman
ferry terminal before 4pm on a quiet Thursday to catch the
revised 4:05pm ferry, I was 25 cars back. Another 15 cars arrived
before the already loaded ferry left the dock. Rather then double
trips, as of old, the ferry returned an hour later, leaving another
40 cars waiting.
This is the new normal for what is essentially an essential
service. It is as if they refuse to admit that their gutting affects
people. Perishables spoil under a hot sun. Is the executive at BC
Ferries that clueless, or is this either contempt of paying
customers, or vindictiveness, as is demonstrated in how they
handled the teachers’ job action!
Cheaping out by cutting sailings, or not advertising in local
papers when schedules change or trips are cancelled for
scheduled maintenance, is mean and petty. While BC Ferries
claims a need for cost cutting to justify a depleted sailing
schedule, they pay for four parking lot attendants where there
were none, and set up a surveillance system to spy on their
customers.
By spending a fortune on an experimental cable system for
a ferry that will have trouble docking in a strong wind, the only
explanation for their behaviour is that it’s way over budget.
Treating customers as guinea pigs is their solution. This is an
assumption, in that I don’t know the situation on other Gulf
Islands subject to BC Ferries mismanagement.
Hersh Chernovsky, Denman Island
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Dear Editor:
I am writing to update your readers about the new sailing
schedule that was implemented on the Crofton—Vesuvius route
in April of this year and the upcoming fall/winter/spring
schedule for the Tsawwassen—Southern Gulf Islands route.
After six weeks of community consultation by BC Ferries this
past spring, the schedules originally proposed by the provincial
government were refined on all of the affected routes to try to
introduce the best timetables that still met the service reductions
LETTERS, please turn to page 10

News in Brief

Syngenta Petitions To Raise Legal
Limits Of Neonicotinoids

Syngenta, a massive pesticide company that makes
neonicotinoids, has recently asked the US government to
increase the legal limit for these pesticides by 4,000%.
Neonicotinoids are thought to be one of the main reasons for
the plummeting populations of bees and other pollinators.
The US Environmental Protection Agency accepted public
input on the decision until October 1. Environmentalists have
been working urgently to organize beekeepers and the public to
speak out against the proposal.
Bees fill a crucial ecological role as pollinators and are
essential for agriculture. They are responsible for every third
bite of food we eat. Neonicotinoids are already banned in
Europe, but pesticide companies are suing the European Union
to overturn the ban. Neonicotinoid residues have been found to
be actively harmful to bees, and can stay in the soil for a year.

Scotland Votes ‘No’ to Independence

Scotland’s September 18 vote for independence ended with a
win for the ‘No’ campaign. 2 million people, 55.3% of voters,
said ‘no’ to independence, while 1.6 million, 44.7%, voted ‘yes’.
There were more than 4.2 million registered voters, roughly
97% of the population of eligble voters. Average turnout was
84.6%.

Suzuki; Clean Air & Water For Charter

Clean air and clean water should be Charter rights, says David
Suzuki, and he’s organized a cross-country tour, The Blue Dot
Tour, to promote constitutional changes necessary to make it
so. ‘It just seems crazy that we use air, water and land as a
garbage can to dump our most toxic chemicals,’ says Suzuki.
The Blue Dot Tour started September 24 in St John’s,
Newfoundland, and will make twenty stops before arriving in
Vancouver on November 9. Also involved are Neil Young, Feist,
Margaret Atwood, Bruce Cockburn, Jim Cuddy, and Robert
Bateman.

Elizabeth May: A Question Of Privilege

The fall session of Parliament opened on September 15. Green
Party Leader (and Saanich–Gulf Islands MP) Elizabeth May,
speaking in mid-afternoon, raised strong objections to the use
of ‘time allocations’ to limit debate in the House of Commons.
She noted that in the second session of the 41st Parliament,
which ran from October 2013 to June 2014, closure of debate
was used by the government 21 times.
‘I maintain that the exercise of my rights and the rights of
my colleagues in this place have been obstructed, undermined
and impeded by the unprecedented use of time allocations’ in
this session. She stressed that the ‘excessive used of what is often
called guillotine measures’ has a disproportionate impact on
members of smaller parties, such as herself, because quite often
members of smaller parties ‘simply never get to speak to the
bills at all.’
She made a strong appeal to the Speaker of the House,
quoting him ‘...the Chair's primordial concern [is] for the
preservation of the privileges of all members…’
The government’s position is that time allocations are
essential to manage the business of the House of Commons.

Keystone XL Costs Double

TransCanada Corp now expects that the cost of the proposed
Keystone XL pipeline may reach $10 million, about double the
original estimate. TransCanada CEO Russ Girling announced
the cost increase on September 18 to the Wall Street Journal,
noting that environmental campaigners had stalled the project
for six years.
Keystone XL was designed to transport Alberta dilbit to US
Gulf Coast refineries. TransCanada Corp had split up the
project, going ahead with the southern portion. The northern
portion requires presidential approval because it crosses an
international border (with Canada) but was still delayed because
of regulatory lawsuits in Nebraska.

Montreal Mayor Opposes Line 9

Mayor of Montreal, Denis Coderre, stated on September 15 that
he is not convinced that Enbridge’s proposed Line 9B pipeline
is safe for the region’s water supply, or that Enbridge’s
emergency plan is adequate in the event of an oil spill. The
Montreal Gazette reports that Coderre was speaking for the
Montreal Metropolitan Community, which represents 82
communities in the Montreal region.
Line 9B is intended to carry 300,000 barrels/day of dilbit
from Alberta and fracked crude from North Dakota to refineries
in the Montreal area. It was approved by the National Energy
Board in March, 2014, subject to 30 conditions. Coderre says
two of those conditions have not been met by Enbridge.

Trans-Mountain Now Unsure About
Burnaby Mountain Tunnel

Faced with on-the-ground demonstrations by Burnaby
residents, and legal battles with the City of Burnaby, TransMountain now appears to be getting cold feet about possibly
drilling a tunnel through Burnaby Mountain. In the past weeks,
pipeline developer Kinder Morgan has sent survey crews into a
municipal conservation area on the mountain, and trees have
been cut. The survey work had been authorized by the NEB, but
not tree cutting.
On September 25, the NEB denied a Kinder Morgan motion
seeking the board’s support to override Burnaby’s conservation
area bylaws. The NEB said that it was unsure whether it had the

constitutional authority to pass such an order, and invited
Kinder Morgan to apply again, asking that specific question.
The tunnel would provide an alternate route to avoid
Burnaby’s Westridge residential area. This part of the pipeline
would carry dilbit from Trans-Mountain’s storage tanks to the
ship-loading terminal on Burrard Inlet.
When the new tunnel route was first announced, it resulted
in a significant delay in the scheduled date of the report from
the National Energy Board panel’s environmental review of the
project. The delay will make it impossible for the NEB report to
be considered before the next federal election.

Can’t Sue Regulator, Appeal Court Rules

Jessica Ernst, of Rosebud, Alberta, has spent years trying to sue
energy company Encana, the Alberta government, and the
province’s energy regulator. Her complaint: that the company
was allowed by the government to carry on fracking to the extent
that her groundwater supply was polluted and inflammable
methane was coming out of her taps. Last week, the Alberta
Court of Appeal upheld an earlier Court of Queen’s Bench ruling
that Ernst cannot sue the regulator: the regulator offers her no
‘duty of care’.
‘How can a provincial government grant immunity to a
regulator for infringing Charter rights?’ asks Cory Wanless, one
of Ernst’s lawyers. The Court of Appeal decision did not rule on
the substance of the case, but only on Ernst’s right to require
the Alberta Energy Regulator to protect her from damages
caused by the industry.
Ernst will now have to abandon her suit against the
regulator, but will seek leave to appeal her case against Encana
to the Supreme Court of Canada.

Mount Polley Water Samples Testing
OK, According To Province

The latest water samples from Quesnel Lake and Quesnel River
are consistent with previous results and Interior Health
reaffirms the water located outside the ‘Do Not Use’ area
remains safe to drink.
Ministry of Environment staff collected water quality

What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS

Thursdays from September 25

Square Dance For Fun and Fitness—easy, healthy, sociable;
practiced world-wide • 734 Upper Ganges Road • 7:309:30pm • First two nights free; lessons afterwards: $10 per
couple • Info and lessons: Marilynne Cunningham,
250.537.5356 • SALT SPRING

Saturdays till Thanksgiving

Pender Farmers Market—fresh, local produce, baked goods,
local art, artisan works & demonstrations, culinary delights; guest
speakers on current topics, buskers, musicians; bring your friends
and family, enjoy lunch or a snack, you never know what you’ll find
or who you’ll meet! • Community Hall • 9:30am-1pm • Info:
www.pifi.ca • PENDER
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samples from several different sites and depths on August 26.
All samples results were within the drinking water guidelines
with one slight exceedance for aquatic life guidelines (copper).
The Ministry says harm can only result from long term exposure
to copper.
Meanwhile, all results for samples taken on September 4
from Quesnel River off the Likely Bridge were below drinking
water and aquatic life guidelines.
Samples from Hazeltine Creek taken from within the
suspended solids plume exceeded standards for drinking water
for turbidity, phosphorus, aluminum, iron, and manganese.
Exceedances for aquatic life guidelines included total copper,
vanadium, chromium, and zinc. These represent metals bound
to sediment and not metals dissolved in water. These samples
were taken from within the ‘do not use’ zone.
All test results have been shared with local First Nations, the
First Nations Health Authority, Interior Health and the Cariboo
Regional District.

Tsartlip Chief Issues Stop Work Order
On Grace Islet

Tsartlip Chief Don Tom posted a ‘stop work’ order on
September 17 at the site of house construction on Grace Islet
near Ganges, Salt Spring Island. The order was issued by a
number of Coast Salish First Nations groups. Grace Islet is an
historic First Nations burial site. Despite this, the Province’s
Archaeological authority has issued a Provincial permit for
construction of a house on the site.
The action attracted about 40 people, in boats and watching
from nearby Grace Point.
Meanwhile, property owner Barry Slawsky applied for an
injunction against trespass in BC Supreme Court against First
Nations Chief and public representatives. The case was heard
on September 23 and seems to have invoked the Douglas
Treaty. The judge called for a one month adjounment for the
ramifications to become clear. (See also letter, page 4). 0
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Saturday to Monday, October 11,12 & 13

18th Annual Gabriola thanksgiving Studio
tour—more than 50 artists will open their doors to
visitors from around the world; Gabriola invites art
lovers to pick up or download an informationpacked brochure and make a day of it; artist details
and a map available online • 10am-4pm • Free •
Info: www.artsgabriola.ca • GABRiOLA

Thursday, October 16

Friday & Saturdays, Oct 4, 18, 24 and 25

‘Who We Are’ Book Launch—Hear MP Elizabeth May speak
about her latest book: Who We Are, Reflections on my
Life and Canada; part memoir, part recent Canadian
history, all riveting • FRi, Oct 4: Sidney, Mary Winspear
Centre, 1pm • SAt, Oct 18: Victoria, Bob Wright
Building, University of Victoria, 1-3pm; FRi, Oct 24:
Bowen Island Art Gallery, 7:30pm; SAt, Oct 25:
Victoria, Munros Books, 1pm • SiDNEY, BOWEN,
VictORiA

Saturday & Sunday, October 4 and 5

Vancouver island Bead &
Jewellery Show—the ultimate
west coast bling fling for jewellery
makers and jewellery lovers; 35+
exhibitors offering artisan jewellery, gems, beads, pearls, new
products, findings, tools, kits and inspiration galore • Main Hall,
Saanich Fairgrounds • 10am–5pm each day • Tickets: $10 advance
(online and for locations see website), $12 at the door • Info: tickets,
speakers, and exhibitors www.vibjs.ca • SAANicH

Thursday, October 9

Valdy & Nadina Mackie Jackson—A one-of a
kind, all-Canadian tour-de-force by Canada’s
top bassoon soloist, Nadina Mackie Jackson,
and folk icon, Valdy • School Auditorium •
7:30pm • Single concert tickets
available at Talisman and Southridge • Info:
250.629.3360 • PENDER

Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon, October 10 to 13

‘A Sense of Place: Felt & Foto’—Monica
Bennett and Hans Tammemagi exhibit their
new work, showcasing local photography
and sculptural felt with island fibres • Sea
Star Winery, 6621 Harbour Hills Drive •
Opening reception: Oct 10, 4-8pm • Info:
250.629.3093 • PENDER

Saturday to Monday, October 11-13

thanksgiving Weekend Family Fun Swims—enjoy the
wavepool, waterslide, diving boards, and Wibit inflatable on
Saturday and Sunday afternoon, pirate ship, toddler pool, swirlpool,
steam room and family changerooms. • 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right
off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak exit) • Sat: 1-4pm, 6:30-8:30pm;
Sun: 1-4pm, 6-8pm; Mon: 10-noon,1-4pm • Info: 24-hour swim
info-line 250.475.7620 • SAANicH

email: islandtides@islandtides.com

Friday, October 17

Wolak and Donnelly—With a clarinet, a
piano and a personable stage presence,
Kornel Wolak and Chris Donnelly present a
blend of classical and jazz music. • School
Auditorium • 7:30pm • Single concert tickets
available at Talisman Books and Southridge
Store • Info: 250.629.3360 • PENDER

Gary Holman, MLA community tour—Public
Input Session: topics include local issues,
democratic reform, environment, BC Ferries, and
fisheries; all welcome • Pender Island Community
Hall, Upper Lounge • 6:30pm-8 pm • Mobile Office
Hours: 1pm - 5pm • Info and appointments:
1.855.955.5711 or gary.holman.mla@leg.bc.ca. •
PENDER

Friday thru Sunday, October 17 to 19

creative threads conspiracy—three-day retreat of workshops
for all levels of fiber artists with 10
teachers and 14 classes: quilting,
knitting, basketry, felting, woodcarving and a special all-day demo of
bobbin lace-making from a group that
has existed for 100 years. •
Fri/Sat/Sun: classes all day, catered
meals • each class $10/hr • Info:
250.335.0198 www.creativethreadsconspiracy.com • DENMAN

Saturday, October 18

Mayne island Music Society presents ‘Moody Amiri’—Richard
Moody playing viola and Amir Amiri playing Santur; a blend of east
and west music inspired by the diversity and fluidity between
Persian and western classical and jazz training. • Saint Mary
Magdalene Church, 360 Georgina Point Road • Doors: 7pm; music:
7:30pm • Tickets: $20, available at Home Hardware, Happy Tides
and Farm Gate; children under 12 free • MAYNE

Saturday, October 18

Salt Spring Vineyards Annual Grape Stomp and Oysterfest—all
our wines open; The Oysterman and his fresh shucked oysters;
local foods, music lineup, grape stomping and competitions; an
event not to be missed • 151 Lee Road • 12-5pm • $2 donation at
the door• 250.653.9463 • SALt SPRiNG

Saturday and Sunday, October 25 and 26

6th Annual intuitive Art Festival—
Psychic readings, energy healing,
bodywork, alternative medicine, spiritual
rocks'n'gems and much more;
workshops, lectures and classes on
Holistic Health and Metaphysics • James
Bay Community Centre,140 Oswego Street • 12pm to 5pm •
Tickets $10/day, at the door • Info: www.psychicsong.com,
redgatehealingstudio@gmail.com, 778.433.7334 • VictORiA

www.islandtides.com
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Who We Are: Reflections
On My Life & Canada
by Elizabeth May

In this marriage of memoir and manifesto, Canadian
Green Party leader Elizabeth May reflects on her
extraordinary life to date, providing personal
perspectives on her approach to politics, policy, and
what it means to be Canadian.

Inspired by activist parents, May gravitated to politics early in life.
Who We Are follows her path to a political career: from waitress and cook
on Cape Breton Island to law student and lawyer, environmentalist, and
finally to leader of the Green Party and first elected Canadian Green
Member of Parliament.

May strongly believes that Canadians must rescue our threatened
democracy, develop a sustainable economy, and take immediate and
decisive action to address the climate crisis. Her dedication to her ideals
illuminate the pages where she documents campaigns won and lost,
always with the underlying conviction that politicians must steer a course
to benefit the many, not primarily to advantage the few.

We are asked to answer ‘Who Are We?’—as Canadians, as
stewards of the planet, and as individuals with the ability and responsibility
to initiate change. This is both a fascinating portrait of a remarkable
woman and an urgent call to action.

ROUND THE ISLANDS

Journey to
Deleted Islands

The 78-minute long documentary ‘Coastal
Tarsands, Journey to Deleted Islands’ is soon
to be released. Filmmaker, Richard Boyce,
travelled by kayak through the maze of islands
along BC’s North Coast, exploring the remote
wilderness and narrow channels. Boyce’s
journey focused on the coastal area where
hundreds of supertankers loaded with millions
of barrels of diluted bitumen would have to
navigate through treacherous waters, should
the Northern Gateway Pipeline be built.
The three-minute trailer for the feature film
has been released and can be found at
www.coastaltarsands.ca/w1/.

Galiano Community Picnic
~ Andrew Loveridge

After the busy activities of summer, it is
traditional for Galiano to hold a community
picnic at the school grounds, sponsored by
community organizations. This year, on
September 7, the weather was like the height
of summer, with people even seeking out the

Most observers acknowledge that Elizabeth May is Canada's most effective
MP, combining service to her constituents and causes with an uncommon
respect for Parliament and democracy. Now her book, "Who We Are",
reveals another dimension: a tough and thoughtful activist, zealous, but with
a gift for pragmatic compromise and accomplishment.
—The Right Honourable Joe Clark, former Prime Minister of Canada

Elizabeth May is the leader of the Green Party of Canada and the first elected Green
Party Member of Parliament. She graduated from law school in 1983 before
working at the Public Interest Advocacy Centre and helping to found the Canadian
Environmental Defence Fund. She was executive director of the Sierra Club of
Canada from 1986 to 2006.

shade. Besides delicious food and ice cream,
there was a little parade, zucchini race, storyreading, a vaudeville banjo performance, a
soccer match, and lots of conversation. Much
gratitude is owing to those who helped put it
together.

Nanaimo-Ladysmith Nurse
Running for NDP
Nomination

Jackie Moad, a Registered Nurse (RN) with 20
years of experience, is running for the NDP
nomination in Nanaimo-Ladysmith. Moad
says she regards health care as both a federal
and provincial responsibility. ‘My care for
patients can, at times, make the difference
between life and death,’ Moad said, ‘Our
nation’s approach to health care should be
equally serious and attentive to details.’
Moad is concerned that the federal
government is failing in its responsibility to
deliver health care programs to Canadians.
‘The creeping privatization of health care is
eroding our social safety net,’ Moad contends,
‘along with our ability to help one another
through times of need. It’s time that we, you
and I and all Canadians, asked ourselves some
tough questions about health care and our
future,’ said Moad. ‘My campaign priority is to
protect our health system, and to speak up for
a way of life that has served us all, our families
and communities.’

Terry Fox Walk/Run on
Mayne Island
~ Kathie Warning

‘Thank you’ is a small word used often and
doesn’t always reflect the magnitude of feelings
that are attached to the ‘thankfulness’. After the
Terry Fox Run/Walk on September 14, Colleen
and I want everyone to know that our
thankfulness is truly heartfelt.
We were overwhelmed by the number of
keen participants, wonderful volunteers, and
generous donations that happened all day. I
wish everyone could have heard the Terry Fox
Foundation Office’s response when we called
in our day’s total of $12,000. Terry Fox office
volunteers were astounded and amazed at our

Compiled by Natalie Dunsmuir

little island’s generosity—in the
background we could hear everyone cheering
loud congratulations and ringing cow-bells!
Such a special ‘thank you’ from them to all of
Mayne Island.
Colleen and I have so many people to thank
for many kindnesses and hard work toward
cancer research and keeping Terry’s dream
alive. Once again, we feel blessed to be part of
this giving community and with our hearts
bulging, we thank you all! We look forward to
seeing you next year at Miner’s Bay Park. 0

Four From September Trust
Council

2014 Elections Administration
That the Islands Trust Council agree to enter
into service contracts with the Boards of the
following regional districts: Nanaimo Regional
District, Comox Valley Regional District,
Cowichan Valley Regional District, Powell
River Regional District, Sunshine Coast
Regional District, Capital Regional District,
Greater Vancouver Regional District (for
Bowyer and Passage Islands mail ballot
process only), for the purpose of sharing the
costs of conducting elections.
Protocol Agreements About Crown
Land
That the Islands Trust Council add to its
2011-2014 Strategic Plan a new item:
‘Negotiate a new protocol agreement and letter
of understanding with the Ministry of Forests,
Lands and Natural Resource Operations, and
recommend that the next Trust Council retain
this item as a strategic priority.’
Expanding the Boundaries of Halkett
Bay Provincial Marine Park
That the Islands Trust Chair write a letter to
BC Parks supporting, in principle, the request
of the Marine Life Sanctuary Society of BC, to
expand Halkett Bay Provincial Marine Park
boundaries to include the Glass Sponge Reef
and Garden off Halkett Point, Gambier Island.
BC Ferries Socioeconomic Impact
Study
In light of the Union of BC Municipalities’
report, ‘A Socioeconomic Impact Analysis of
BC Ferries’, Islands Trust Council calls upon
the province to recognize coastal ferry service
as a crucial part of provincial transportation
infrastructure by providing the funding to
address identified socioeconomic impacts of
fare increases and service cuts.

Local Group Initiates Action
Against Coal Dust

A group of residents, Coal Dust Free Salish Sea
(CDFSS), are concerned about coal dust
releases from the proposed expansion of the
Fraser-Surrey Docks/Texada Island coal
terminal, in order to facilitate export of coal
from the American mid-west to China and
Korea.
Coal dust is expected to negatively impact
the respiratory health of the surrounding
communities, and increase the concentration
of arsenic and selenium in shellfish, according
to Coal Dust Free Salish Sea.
CDFSS has received initial funding to
obtain legal and expert assistance to prepare
an opinion on the legality of the proposed
Mines Act permit amendment. Lawyer Tim
Howard has advised that there are good
grounds to challenge the permitting of this
proposal (ie using a Mines Act permit
amendment to allow the construction of a coal
port for US coal is an ultra vires use of the
Mines Act).
CDFSS has received further funding to file
a challenge of the expected approval by the
Chief Inspector of Mines to amend Lafarge’s
Mines Act permit as outlined in the FraserSurrey Docks/Texada Island coal terminal
proposal. 0
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BC Ferries: report shows opportunities foregone - Patrick Brown

ince 2003, BC’s coastal ferry system has been managed $1.5–$1.8 billion range. This compares favorably with the GDP
for profitability and fares set for cost recovery. Fare contributions of forestry/logging ($1.6 billion), and agriculture
increases have been consistently in excess of cost of living ($1.2 billion).
increases. This may have been good for the corporation’s
Fares Up, Ridership Down
bottom line, but resulted in a foregone opportunity
Over the 2003-2013 period, all routes implemented constant
to maintain and stimulate economic activity
fare increases, with the highest percentages on northern
on the coast and enhance government
routes, next highest on minor routes, and the lowest
‘Fare increases
tax revenue. The loss to the coastal
percentages on the major routes joining the mainland
have been consistently in
economy over ten years totals $2.3
to southern Vancouver Island.
excess of cost of living
billion.
All routes experienced a gradual decline in
increases. This may have been
That’s the conclusion of a
passenger traffic. On northern routes, it was down
socioeconomic impact report
good for the corporation’s bottom
23–37%; minor routes, down 5–20%, with
prepared for the Union of BC
line, but resulted in a foregone
southern Gulf Island routes showing the least
Municipalities
and
the
reductions; and on major routes, down 2–6%.
opportunity to maintain and
Association of Vancouver Island
Overall, passenger traffic is about the same as in 1991.
stimulate economic activity on
and Coastal Communities by Peter
Sensitivity To Fare Increases
the coast and enhance
Larose of Larose Research and
Allowing
for CPI and GDP growth, the report calculates
government tax
Strategy.
the
sensitivity
of travelers on each group of ferry routes to
revenue.’
The report, entitled ‘Boatswains to
fare increases.
the Bollards’, was on the agenda of UBCM’s
On the northern routes, a 10% increase in fares results in a
annual Convention in Whistler September 22-26,
5.9% decrease in traffic. Northern route fares are high and a
2014, with the recommendation that the UBCM membership
10% increase in fares makes travel cost-prohibitive for many
endorse the following actions:
north coast residents; a decrease in traffic translates into
• request that the Province reverse its November 2013
significantly increased losses to BC Ferries.
decision, and restore service levels and ferry fares to 2013 levels;
On the minor routes, a 10% increase in fares results in a 3%
• request that the Province take a ‘pause’ or ‘time out’ to
decrease in traffic. Minor route traffic is a mixture of necessary
consider the results of this socioeconomic impact assessment
and optional travel, since some islands served by minor routes
and commit to undertaking further socioeconomic impact
have significant resident populations.
analysis that will build on these findings;
On the major routes, the main connections between
• request that the Province take action to recognize the
Vancouver Island and the mainland, a 10% increase in fares
coastal ferry system as an extension of the highway system and
results in an 8.5% decrease in traffic. This figure may be a
administer and fund it accordingly; and
surprise, but fare increases on major routes have been held
• request that the Province work co-operatively with coastal
down throughout the 2003-2013 period, and so this high degree
communities and other interested parties on the development
of passenger sensitivity to fare increases was not evident (and
and implementation of a long-term strategy for the coastal ferry
either unknown or denied by BC Ferries).
system, based on solid socioeconomic impact analysis, that will
On all three route groups, overall traffic sensitivity to fare
ensure the sustainability of coastal communities and the ferry
increases is gradually increasing. Sensitivity of users of BC
service.
Ferries’ ‘Experience Cards’, regular minor route travellers who
Indicator of Dwindling Economy
get preferential rates, do not seem to be changing; but cash
In fact, the declining ridership resulting from
customers, whose travel is probably more discretionary,
continuing fare increases is just one of several
or utterly unaffordable, are becoming more sensitive to
‘Overall,
indicators of the dwindling economy of ferry
fare price increases.
passenger
traffic
dependent communities.
These sensitivity figures, together with fare
now is about the
Business incorporations, real estate prices,
proposals for the next couple of years (already
same as in
total assessed property values, housing starts—all
authorized by the Ferry Commissioner) permit traffic
are coastal community growth indicators which fail
1991.’
to be forecast for the next couple of years. The conclusion
to match the performance of mainland communities
is no surprise: overall ridership will continue to go down.
over the last ten years, and particularly in recovery from
Farebox Recovery Highest In BC And
the 2008–2013 recession.
Worldwide
The report compares the actual performance of the coastal
economy compared with what would have happened had fare ‘Farebox Recovery’ expresses the relationship between total
increases from 2003 to 2013 been held to the increases in the revenue and total operating costs. BC Ferries is not only higher
than any publicly supported transportation system in BC, it is
cost of living:
• ferry ridership, which declined by 9.2%, would have higher than comparable ferry systems worldwide. Its farebox
increased by 18.7%, a difference of 28.8%. The 18.7% increase recovery rate of 92% could be compared to Metro Vancouver’s
is roughly equivalent to the growth in highway travel in BC over Translink (51%) and BC Transit (33%). When ancillary revenues
(food services, gift shop) are included, BC Ferries’ 2012/13
the 2003–2013 period;
• spending by ferry travellers from 2003—2013 would have recovery rate is 109%.
Internationally, the New Zealand Interislander recovers
been higher by $2.3 billion;
77%,
Washington State Ferries recovers 66%, Sydney
• coastal GDP 2003-2013 would have been higher by $2.3
(Australia)
34%, and the Alaska Marine Highway System, 26%.
billion; and
All
these
other transportation systems finance their capital
• Taxes to all levels of government 2003-2013 would have
costs through government; BC Ferries, as a quasi-private
been $609 million more.
‘It is difficult to see how the present policy of increasing ferry corporation, employs private financing. Adding in the cost of
fares while reducing ferry service will enable the achievement capital (reflecting an ambitious shipbuilding program in the
of the provincial government’s announced goal of an affordable, past few years) results in (2012/13) operating costs $524.9
efficient, and sustainable system,’ says the UBCM. It further million, cost of capital $207.8 million, total $732.7 million, total
notes that ‘all regions of the province are impacted by BC revenues $571.4 million: total cost recovery 78.0%.
Ferries; whether through the economic activity generated in Taxes—What A Deal; But What A Loss!
both coastal and non-coastal communities or from the tax Economic activity, of course, yields taxes to various levels of
revenues that are returned to all regions of the province by the government. These are estimated (2012/13) as federal
provincial and federal government(s)’.
government $210 million, provincial $150 million, municipal
BC Ferries, of course, is a formidable economic engine itself. $34.2 million—totaling $394 million annually.
Its corporate value to the annual GDP of the BC economy
Compare this to the contributions to ferry costs: from the
(2012/13) including direct, indirect, and induced impacts, is federal government’s $27 million and the provincial
estimated at $545 million. Several different methods of government’s $150 million. The provincial government, in fact,
calculation of total annual value-added GDP impacts of BC breaks even on their subsidy; and the case can certainly be made
Ferries and its contribution to the economy yield figures in the for an increase in the federal government contribution.

WELL WATER
IS YOUR

SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

ANNOUNCING NEW OWNERS

Brian and Fiona Wolfe-Milner are pleased to announce
that Polaris Land Surveying Inc. will be taking over our
survey practice on October 6, 2014. Brian will assist
Polaris as required to ensure an orderly transition.

Over the last several years we have worked with Polaris
Land Surveying Inc. on joint projects and are confident
Brent Taylor and Jordan Litke will continue to provide
the service we have in the past.
Thank you to all our clients for your support over the
past 29 years and thanks also to our employees past and
present, especially Roland.
The office address and phone number will remain the
same or you can email info@plsi.ca.

Contact Polaris Land Surveying @ 1-877-603-7398 or
the Salt Spring Island office at 250-537-5502.
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The reduced economic activity due to ferry fare increases in
excess of the cost of living has resulted in a reduced tax yield.
Over the ten years 2003-2013, governments collected $609
million less than they could have if fare increases had matched
cost-of-living increases to support economic growth in ferrydependent communities.

Detailed Case Studies

The report contains a number of interesting analyses, in some
cases on a detailed route-by-route basis. Passenger counts have
consistently declined over the last ten years on every route, with
the most severe declines on northern routes Nºs 10, 26, 40, & 11.
Overall passenger traffic, for the entire system, now shows a
long, slow deterioration. The reliability and on-time operation
of BC Ferries is highlighted; customer satisfaction is very high,
with the consistent exception of ‘value for money’.
Of particular note is that, over the past ten years, BC Ferries’
routes are the only parts of BC’s transportation network that
have experienced passenger volume declines. All other
transportation modes were subject to the same external
influences as BC Ferries, including fuel price inflation and the
global financial crisis.
Routes Nºs 7, 1, 10, 22, 23, 19, 5, and 3 were chosen for
detailed analysis; they show a consistent pattern of results. 0

<

Did you appreciate this article? Help IslandTides pay for the
news! Mail or phone in your contribution today. 250-216-2267

The Island Line

Up the hill and round the bend
Will the ferry line ups never end?
You can wait two hours for this ten minute cruise
So pack some lunch and have a snooze.
And when you reach the other side
It’s time to line up for the very last ride.
No shuttle service, no extra run.
So relax and enjoy the setting sun.
Yes the Ferry Corp are working to rule,
Just collecting fares and conserving the fuel.
Now the ridership’s down, they say they’ve made money.
Their financial accounting sounds kind of funny.
They have even created some new ports of call
Where they don’t have to sail any ships at all.
Now that’s a saving you must agree
Selling cruises to places that have no sea.
The corporate wizards just spin and weave
Their websites read like make-believe.
They package the ferries like deluxe vacations,
Who pays for these fancy publications?
Leave the promotional adds to Tourism BC
And our maritime highway might operate free.
Give the fleet to the department of transportation,
Minister Stone can promote his summer ‘stay-cation’.
He has just completed ‘ The Discovery Coast tour.’
You will find that one in the Ferry brochure.
I wonder, did he travel on a ferry pass!
He’s right up there with the very top brass.
Well what does it matter, they’re making a profit
It won’t take long for the CEOs to scoff it.
This endless tale goes on and on,
We wait in line at dusk and at dawn
We complain and protest but our pleas are in vain
When the boat sails… we’re still parked in the lane.
Yes the BC Experience is unique and remote,
If you wish to live here, invest in a boat.
—Ann McLean

Capital Regional District
Public Service Announcement

Portable Closure Due to Mould Concerns
Effective immediately, the portable behind the Capital Regional
District (CRD) Salt Spring Island Administrative Office, located
at 145 Vesuvius Road, is closed due to concerns with mould.
The portable is usually made available as a meeting space for
community groups and Salt Spring Island residents.
The CRD is working to address the issue and reopen the portable
for public use as quickly as possible. Due to the planning and
costs associated with undertaking remediation, this work will not
be resolved in the immediate or near future. Status updates will
be shared as this information becomes available.
In the interim, alternate meeting locations to consider include:
•
•
•
•

Salt Spring Island Public Library
School Board Office (portable)
Community Gospel Church
Fulford Hall

• Lions Club
• Harbour House
• Anglican Church (downtown)
• United Church (downtown)

See the Salt Spring Island Leisure Guide for additional locations.
For further information, please visit www.crd.bc.ca or call the
Salt Spring Island Administrative office at:
250. 537.4448
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Water plan for Vancouver Island
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‘Increasing droughts will impact the island's economy and
ecological systems,’ says Laurie Gourlay. ‘The quality of life for
islanders requires all levels of government to get involved in this
issue and take a serious look at how we can work together to
secure a Vancouver Island water plan.’ The president of the
Vancouver Island and Coast Conservation Society (VICCS)
wants government at all levels to develop a plan that will address
water shortages and secure water supplies for a growing
Vancouver Island population.
‘Similarities with the dirty-thirties are beginning to appear
across the US south-west,’ Gourlay notes. ‘We should have a
plan in place to address all the many impacts that California
residents are now facing—just in case.’
VICCS points to the drought that has been going on for years
in California, along with suggestions that people are beginning
to pack up and move away, to abandon farming and waterintensive development and business.
‘Level three droughts could become the norm here as climate
changes bring hotter, drier summers and leave less and less
snow-pack over the winter months,’ states Gourlay. ‘We need
to look at new governance models that extend water plans and
protect water supplies and watersheds across local jurisdictional
boundaries.’
VICCS points to the initiative advanced by the Town of

Ladysmith and picked up by the Union of BC Municipalities as
one model that deserves another look. The resolution calls on
the Government of BC to monitor watersheds and maintain a
supply of good quality drinking water, as well as to assist
communities in acquiring ownership of their watersheds.
‘The ‘wet coast’ of Canada has been lucky until now, getting
by with what falls from the sky to meet the needs of a relatively
small population,’ Gourlay notes. ‘What happens as more
people move here, when water supplies decrease to the point
where the salmon don’t have enough to swim upstream?’
The Vancouver Island and Coast Conservation Society
contends that islanders are just beginning to understand the
importance and interplay of streams, aquifers and secure
drinking water supplies.
‘We believe BC’s Water Act Modernization, which has yet to
mandate how sustainability and long-term water management
will be conducted, should consider Vancouver Island as a single
region,’ adds Gourlay.
‘We urge the provincial government to seriously consider
establishing a planning regime that ensures a cooperative, crossjurisdictional and watershed-based governance. We look forward
to working in cooperation and partnership with all islanders,’
concludes Gourlay. 0

outlined by the Province.
Over the summer we worked with the Ferry Advisory
Committees (FACs) as well as hearing suggestions from other
customers to help us make decisions on changes for the
dangerous cargo sailings on the Crofton—Vesuvius route and
amending the service proposals for the Tsawwassen—Southern
Gulf Islands schedules still to come effective late October. Any
change to ferry service takes some time to get used to, however
on several routes, including the Crofton—Vesuvius route,
congestion issues are being closely monitored.
Ferry Advisory Committees (FAC) are comprised of local
community representatives who volunteer their time to consult
on operational issues relevant to their community. They act as
liaisons, relaying information to the community and providing
BC Ferries with constructive advice and insights into the
concerns and opinions of local ferry users.
We certainly understand the vital role we play in maintaining
quality of life for people who live, work and travel in and around
coastal British Columbia. We will continue to work with the
FAC this fall to get a sense of community preference about
possible schedule tweaks that can be made to meet the needs of
the majority of ferry users while still achieving the net savings
set out by the provincial government.
Corrine Storey, BCFC Vice President, Customer Services

official community plans from individual islands, all developed
through extensive consultation with islanders, non-resident
property owners and visitors. None of these documents support
fixed connections of these islands to Vancouver Island, the
mainland or another island. Fundamentally, islanders and nonislanders alike recognize that such connections destroy the very
essence of islands; something that, once lost, can never be
restored.
From our previous experience working with provincial
ministries, we are surprised and alarmed that you have now
announced an initiative that seems so contrary to our previous
discussions, community consultation and the wisdom that led
to creation of the Islands Trust Act forty years ago. While it is
true that we are concerned about community sustainability and
the impacts that rising ferry fares and service cuts have had, we
believe the solution lies in broad consultation with our
communities, rather than surprise announcements about single
projects.
I am disappointed your ministry has announced major
infrastructure studies without any apparent consultation with
the locally-elected representatives or taxpayers. There are at
least four government bodies with zoning or other authorities
and services affected by this proposal: the Snuneymuxw First
Nation, the City of Nanaimo, the Regional District of Nanaimo
and the Gabriola Island Local Trust Committee. We are not
aware of outreach to any of those bodies before making this
significant announcement. I also do not understand why your
Parliamentary Secretary MLA Jordan Sturdy failed to mention
the pending study when we met on Wednesday, September 17,
to discuss Vancouver Island transportation infrastructure
planning, even when I raised the issue directly.
I am also disappointed your ministry failed to study the
economic impacts of your government’s BC Ferries decisions,
as requested by Islands Trust Council and many coastal
governments. Last week’s Union of BC Municipalities study
found traffic losses from your ferry policies cost the BC economy
$2.3 billion over ten years. It found BC Ferries stimulates $1.8
billion in expenditures each year, which in turn produces $1.5
billion in total value-added GDP for BC. These strong findings
suggest your ministry should have conducted such research
itself, before raising rates and cutting service, and funding this
study should not have fallen on local government.
If you are determined to spend public dollars on a bridge
study instead, we strongly recommend that the scope be
broader than location and economics. The terms of reference
for such a significant development proposal should also assess
navigational, archaeological, ecological, community impacts
and community support. The Times Colonist quotes you as
wanting to put the ‘facts on the table’ and we encourage you to
get all the facts.
I will close by reminding you of the protocol agreement
between our two agencies in place since 1992 and revised in
1996. Your staff have respected this agreement by offering
‘effective cooperation between the Ministry of Transportation
and the Islands Trust (leading to) certainty in road system
planning and development, coordinated responses from the
parties and the harmonization of relevant legislation, bylaws,
policies and programs.’ We call on your ministry to uphold the
cooperative spirit of this agreement.
Thank you for responding to these concerns.
Sheila Malcolmson, Chair, Islands Trust Council 0

LETTERS from page 6

Gabriola Bridge

Dear Editor:
The provincial government has announced a feasibility study of
building a bridge to Gabriola Island. Of course a bridge is
feasible. ‘Feasibility’ is a euphemism for planning. Unfortunately,
governments have a history of pre-announcing projects with a
‘study’ and then beginning construction within weeks of the
review. Often engineering is in place and contracts awarded.
I would urge all Gulf Islanders, before we become Gulf
Mainlanders, to take a firm ‘No’ position on bridges. This link
will be the weakest link for our island communities if this
proceeds.
Some things are beyond simple economic analysis and
deserve to be preserved or if you prefer, left alone, in the
geographic state they were created. Gabriola will only be the
beginning. If this is not stopped now it will be an island-byisland fight and bridging won’t stop once it has begun.
Harry Lipetz, Galiano Island

Studying The Feasibility Of A Bridge
To Gabriola Island

Dear Minister Stone:
I am writing on behalf of the Islands Trust Council in response
to yesterday’s announcement of a feasibility study for a bridge
to Gabriola and Mudge Islands.
The Islands Trust carries out the provincial mandate of the
Islands Trust Act on behalf of islanders and of all British
Columbians: to preserve and protect the provincially-significant
island archipelago that lies between Vancouver Island and the
Vancouver mainland. Our most recent survey (Ipsos Reid, 2011)
indicates that 86% of British Columbians and 97% of islanders
agree that the Gulf Islands are a special part of BC; 85% of
British Columbians agree they should be protected from overdevelopment and 83% agree the provincial government should
take action to support the preservation and protection of these
islands. Within the Islands Trust Area, these latter percentages
rise to 90%.
Consistent with the Islands Trust Act, the Province has
approved the Islands Trust Policy Statement and numerous

<

Did you appreciate this article? Help IslandTides pay for the
news! Mail or phone in your contribution today. 250-216-2267

Readers’ $30 Annual Voluntary Subscriptions Can Make
All The Difference! Have You Sent In Yours? Thank You!

www.islandtides.com

Island Tides, October 2, 2014, Page 11

Islands cooperate on innovative trail scheme - Peter Pare

GITS stands for the ‘Gulf Islands Trails Society’. Why do we need
another society? Active trails societies already exist on Pender,
Galiano, Mayne and Saturna. On Pender there is Moving
Around Pender (MAP); on Galiano, the Galiano Trails Society;
on Mayne, the Mayne Island Paths and Trails Association; and
on Saturna, the Saturna Recreation Centre Society.
The mandate of these societies is to encourage nonmechanized transportation on the Southern Gulf Islands,
including the development and maintenance of trails, especially
multi-use trails which will encourage people to get out of their
cars to walk, hike, bike and run. Recently, representatives of
each of these societies met and formed an umbrella
organization, the Gulf Islands Trails Society.

Photo: Laurie MacBride

A deer stretches into the salal in search of tasty greens.

FIPPA ratified

According to a brief announcement by Trade Minister Ed Fast
published late on Friday, September 12, the Canada/China
Foreign Investment Protection and Promotion Agreement
(CCFIPPA) has now been ratified by Canada.
China was reported to have ratified the treaty some months
previously.
The Treaty had been tabled in the House of Commons on
September 26, 2012 but was never debated. Ratification,
however, could be carried out by cabinet order-in-council.
A court challenge to the treaty by the Hupacasath First
Nation had been denied by the Supreme Court of BC, but was
still under appeal when ratification occurred. The Hupacasath’s
Brenda Sayers found this surprising: ‘Ed Fast has said himself
a few times that it was a matter before the courts. This is so
disappointing.’
The ratification of the treaty, originally signed by Prime
Minister Harper in Vladivostok, Russia in September, 2012,
foreshadows his visit to China for the APEC summit in
November. The treaty became effective on October 1. 0

license;
2. to keep the trail in a safe and clean condition;
3. to improve and maintain the trail at the society's cost;
4. not to remove any trees from the land without the owner’s
permission;
5. to post signs at the society’s cost for the proper and safe
use of the trail and to remove such signs upon the termination
of the license;
6. not to use chainsaws and power equipment during periods
of high fire risk;
7. to obtain, pay for, and maintain in force, during the term
of the agreement, a general liability insurance policy with
respect to the society's use of the trail, with the owner also
insured;
Another Innovative Idea From Galiano
8. to give the property owner ninety days written notice if the
The immediate motivation to form GITS stems from an
society wishes to terminate the license early.
innovative initiative that the Galiano Trails Society has
The owner has a similar option to end the agreement
pioneered and which other islands would now like
with 90-day notice for any reason and if the
to adopt. Galiano residents and property owners
‘ The immediate
insurance is allowed to lapse, the agreement
wanted to develop trails across private land,
immediately comes to an end. The agreements
motivation to form GITS
but a challenge to achieving this goal was
are for five-year terms with the potential to
stems from an innovative
being able to provide liability insurance for
renew.
The
agreements
terminate
initiative that the Galiano
the property owners whose land the trail
automatically with sale of the land unless
Trails Society has pioneered
would cross. This can be achieved by having
renewed by the new owner.
land owners give an easement on that
and which other islands
The insurance ‘indemnifies the landowner
portion of their land to the Islands’ Parks
would now like to
harmless against any and all claims (except
Commissions, in which case the Capital
adopt. ’
those arising from their own fault or negligence)
Regional District can provide liability insurance
including all damages, liabilities, expenses and costs
and maintain the trail.
arising directly or indirectly from the granting of the license
However, that easement becomes attached to the title of the
and the use and occupation of the trail.’
land and cannot be easily revoked by the present or future
Almost 10 kilometers of trail have been established under
owners. While having a trail crossing or going around your
this agreement on Galiano but the policy covers up to 250
property may be a benefit and actually increase the value of your
kilometers of trail, hence the interest of the other islands to form
property, people are often reluctant to give up this control.
an umbrella trails society.
The Galiano Trail Society’s initiative offered an alternative
On August 27, the first AGM of the new Gulf Islands Trail
solution. They have been able to obtain an insurance policy that
Society was held on Galiano Island and the next stage will be to
covers land owners and have begun to make trails under this
have the insurance policy transfer to the new society. Besides
arrangement.
extending this innovative program to other Southern Gulf
Galiano finds this approach more acceptable for some
Islands, an added benefit is that the cost of the premium on the
because the landowner does not give up any portion of title and
policy will be shared between the islands. A win-win for
the arrangement can be cancelled easily. Briefly, the Galiano
everyone.
Trail Society forms an agreement (a ‘License’) between the
The establishment of a Gulf Islands Trail society has other
owner(s) of the lands and the society pertaining to the use of the
benefits which mesh with the Experience the Gulf Islands
trail. Under the agreement the society's obligations are:
initiative. Visit: sustainableislands.ca/initiatives/experience-the1. To pay the landowner the sum of $1 for entering into the
gulf-islands/. 0
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Deep Bay/Bowser residents
take action against beach
destruction ~ Natalie Dunsmuir

C

itizens of Deep Bay are coming together to prevent the
annual seaweed harvest that has taken place on their
beaches every storm season for the last three years. A
group of concerned residents have begun planting community
gardens at the beach accesses to block harvest vehicles from
driving onto the sand. Signs boldly proclaim ‘No Motorized
Vehicles Beyond This Point.’
The official community plan created by Bowser and Deep
Bay residents twelve years ago designates beaches for
recreational use only. ‘Even BCHydro will not drive on a beach
without putting protective pads down first,’ Len Walker of
Bowser Bay stated in a letter to the Ministry of Agriculture. ‘It is
a crime. You are destroying the natural environment.’
It isn’t just the damage caused by the heavy harvesters
driving on the beach that has residents worried. Seaweed is an
important habitat, food supply, and
nursery for many animals, and its
removal jeopardizes the health of the
ecosystem, say Deep Bay residents.
Many types of fish, including forage
fish and surf smelt, lay their eggs on
the beach. They act as an important
part of a salmon’s diet—when they
survive to adulthood.

Act Locally

<

Photo: Len Walker

TRACK HARVESTER

Along with other members of the
community, a group by the name of ‘Concerned Citizens of Deep
Bay’, became determined to take the situation into their own
hands. After numerous letters were sent to the Minister of
Agriculture with little response, work began on the gardens.
Hundreds of dollars in donations have gone towards restoring
the native flora to the beach accesses that have been used in
previous years by the seaweed harvesters. Trees and flowers are
being planted to block the path, and artwork is also being added
to the display. Permanent benches have been erected, acting not
only as barriers but also places to sit and take in the views of
Bowser Bay. People-sized gaps have been left so that residents
can still access their beaches.
Deep Bay / Bowser is a community of 1,200, most above the
age of 55. ‘Residents in a once quiet community are being forced
to endure living within an industrial zone’, Rita Dawson of
Ladysmith writes in a letter to Christy Clark. ‘How would you
like to see these machines in your frontyard?’
This coming season the seaweed harvesting licence has been
expanded to allow 900 tonnes of seaweed to be removed from
the beaches. Removing the wave-breaking seaweed masses also
has residents worried that the risk of erosion will increase for
Bowser Bluffs and the houses that perch there.
Citizens are prepared to block access to their beaches when
the ‘seaweed pirates’ arrive after the first of the winter storms, and
say they will ask for RCMP support to keep things in hand. 0
Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides pay for the
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A community garden blocks seaweed harvesters from accessing Deep Bay/Bowser beaches.
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Sn ak ing t hrough Ne w Yor k - Pe te r Ni x
went to the people’s climate march in New York last week
to experience something bigger than anything possible in
Cowichan: 400,000 people in the biggest march in history
for action on climate change.
Actually, I was in Toronto to watch my son play for Canada’s
national para-soccer team in a pre-qualifying tournament for
the 2016 Olympic Games. I was near New York, and so seized
the chance to be there.
I had to work hard for my ‘big experience’: four days on VIA
Rail’s economy seat to Toronto; two overnight bus trips to New
York and back; and one night sleeping on a concrete church
floor in Brooklyn.
As for the hard church floor, I naturally had not taken a
mattress. Wouldn’t you think a 67-year-old grandfather of three
would be smarter than that? In place of foresight, I used my
shoes to prop my feet off the cold floor, my inflatable neck pillow
to cushion one hip, and my knapsack to rest—is that the right
word?—my head and shoulders.
Maybe the church knows more than me about the benefits
of suffering. But what the heck, if my trip was a tad high in
discomfort, it was very low in carbon emissions. I arose,
painfully, and went to my assembly point in the anti-tar sands
section of the march near Central Park.
Ironically, I was once an
environmental consultant for
tar sand companies. The front
of the march started promptly
at 11:45am, but since we were
occupying at least 45 blocks, it
took three hours before people
near the end even got to move.

Once started, the cheerful mass of humanity decompressed
like a giant accordion and began, anaconda-like, gulping in
supporters from sidewalks and side streets: old ladies blowing
bubbles; bugles trumpeting; stern socialists handing out
pamphlets; and ever-hopeful environmentalists performing
skits showing beautiful butterflies fluttering over black plastic
oilspills.
Yes, all types of people were there...and why not? Climate
change will impact us all. And you don’t get to be my age and
think that everyone is always going to be on the same page.
So did this carbon-busting snake of a parade squeeze the
delusions out of global-warming deniers, digest fossil fuel
lobbyists, and transform slithery politicians to become leaders
on climate change? I don’t know.
But the news after the march that the incredibly wealthy
Rockefellers are selling their oil stocks to fight climate change
sure was a hopeful sign.
You and I can be leaders too. OK, maybe we don’t own oil
stocks, but we can buy solar panels and electric vehicles and
furnaces and so phase-out our use of gas and oil.
Ultimately, a snake-like parade of electric cars on our roads
would be the best way to swallow up oil companies. Personally,
I drive an electric scooter.
And in some strange cosmic manner, even knowing that
many lives are being destroyed by this historic crisis, it felt good
to have the opportunity to act.
Peter Nix, aka Cowichan Carbon Buster, lives in Maple Bay.
See more: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gv6LXpkbTQ0
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Green wins seat in New Brunswick
provincial election
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Green Party of New Brunswick Leader David
Coon won his seat in the riding of Fredericton
South on September 23, defeating PC
incumbent Craig Leonard, the province’s
former Minister of Energy, to become the
second Green to win a seat in a Canadian
provincial legislature. The New Brunswick
Greens also increased their share of the
popular vote by almost 50% over the 2010
election, with strong third-place finishes
throughout the province. Coon is the first
Green politician elected east of BC.
‘I wish to congratulate David Coon, his team
and supporters on this wonderful victory. It is
a testament to all their efforts and enthusiasm
that history has been made in New Brunswick,’
said BC Green MLA Andrew Weaver from Oak
Bay-Gordon Head. ‘This clearly shows voters
are seeking alternatives from the tired rhetoric
and empty promises and actively willing to put
their vote in a solutions-based party.’
‘With David Coon’s historic win, we now
have Green MLAs on both coasts and two
Green MPs in Ottawa,’ said Leader of the Green

www.islandtides.com

Party of Canada Elizabeth May on September
24. ‘The Green Party’s growth is now beyond
doubt, but yesterday’s win is David’s triumph.
He is enormously thoughtful, ethical, caring
and will bring much-needed civility to the NB
Legislature. This election showed that voting
Green is not a protest vote—Voting Green is a
vote for something you want.’
‘Throughout this campaign, the New
Brunswick Greens showed that they were a
party of strong principles and bold ideas for the
future of the province,’ said Green Party of
Canada Deputy Leader Bruce Hyer, MP for
Thunder Bay–Superior North.
‘David Coon offered New Brunswickers a
meaningful alternative to an economy based
on fracking and clear-cutting, and all his hard
work and dedication have paid off. This victory
is an important step forward for New
Brunswick and for Greens across Canada.’ 0
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