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The Comox glacier over the last two years. Is this election really about how to save the tar sands, the
tankers and the pipelines? Or is it about how to built a new healthy economy? (story on page 8)

CANADA VOTES!

Have your voice in this election! Head to your
local polling station on October 19th.
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TPP agreed; no details
available to civil society

T

Patrick Brown

he Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) agreement, its
completion announced with fanfare by Prime Minister
Harper on October 5, is another product of the economic
globalization trend. It places the interests, and the legal power,
of corporations over and above the interests of nations and their
citizens.
The nations involved are Singapore, Brunei, New Zealand,
Chile, United States, Australia, Peru, Vietnam, Malaysia,
Mexico, Canada, and Japan. Nations interested in joining are
Colombia, Philippines, Thailand, Indonesia, and South Korea.
Potential future countries mentioned are Taiwan, Cambodia,
Bangladesh, and India. China is not included because the
United States, and US interests, have dominated the
negotiations; but it is clearly intended that the TPP would set
the rules for any future trade agreement with China.

More Than A Trade Agreement

Looking for breakfast on Wallace Island.
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ISLANDS TRUST

GALIANO ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

ISLANDS TRUST
GALIANO ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE is hereby given that the Galiano Island Local Trust Committee will hold a community information meeting and
public hearing within a Regular Local Trust Committee Business Meeting on the following proposed bylaw:

•
•
•
•
•

Proposed Bylaw No. 242 – cited as “Galiano Island Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 108, 1995, Amendment No. 1,
2013”;
Proposed Bylaw No. 243 – cited as “Galiano Island Land Use Bylaw No. 127, 1999, Amendment No. 2, 2013”;
Proposed Bylaw No. 253 – cited as “Galiano Island Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 108, 1995, Amendment No. 2,
2015”;
Proposed Bylaw No. 254 – cited as “Galiano Island Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 108, 1995, Amendment No. 3,
2015”; and
Proposed Bylaw No. 255 – cited as “Galiano Island Land Use Bylaw No. 127, 1999, Amendment No. 3, 2015”.

for the purpose of allowing the public to make representations to the Local Trust Committee respecting matters contained in the
proposed bylaw at 12:30 p.m., Monday, November 2, 2015, at the Galiano South Community Hall, 141 Sturdies Bay Road,
Galiano Island, BC.
At the Public Hearing all persons who believe that their interest in property is affected by the proposed bylaw shall be afforded a
reasonable opportunity to be heard or to present written submissions respecting matters contained in the proposed bylaw.
Proposed Bylaw No. 242 – cited as “Galiano Island Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 108, 1995, Amendment No. 1,
2013”
In general terms, the purpose of Proposed Bylaw No. 242 is to amend the Galiano Island Official Community Plan Bylaw No.
108, 1995 to clarify the term ‘cottage’.

Proposed Bylaw No. 243 – cited as “Galiano Island Land Use Bylaw No. 127, 1999, Amendment No. 2, 2013”

In general terms, the purpose of Proposed Bylaw No. 243 is to amend the Galiano Island Land Use Bylaw No. 127, 1999
to permit a larger floor area and greater height for cottages.
Proposed Bylaw No. 253 – cited as “Galiano Island Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 108, 1995, Amendment No. 2,
2015”
In general terms, the purpose of Proposed Bylaw No. 253 is to amend the Galiano Island Official Community Plan Bylaw No.
108, 1995 to permit home-based contractor yards by issuance of a Temporary Use Permit (TUP). The intent is to amend the
TUP section of the Galiano OCP in order to include specific TUP guidelines and conditions for home-based contractor yards.
Proposed Bylaw No. 254 – cited as “Galiano Island Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 108, 1995, Amendment No. 3,
2015”
In general terms, the purpose of Proposed Bylaw No. 254 is to amend the Galiano Island Official Community Plan Bylaw No.
108, 1995 to outline policies that would allow secondary suites to provide housing options on Galiano Island by permitting
secondary suites, and to permit the use of Short Term Vacation Rentals (STVR) in secondary suites.
Proposed Bylaw No. 255 – cited as “Galiano Island Land Use Bylaw No. 127, 1999, Amendment No. 3, 2015”
In general terms, the purpose of Proposed Bylaw No. 255 is to amend the Galiano Island Land Use Bylaw No. 127, 1999 to
permit and regulate secondary suites in residential zones and to permit home occupations, such as STVRs, in secondary suites.
A copy of the proposed bylaw and any background material that may be considered by the Local Trust Committee in respect of
the proposed bylaw may be inspected at the Islands Trust Office, #200 - 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, B.C. between the hours of
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday, inclusive, excluding statutory holidays, commencing October 21, 2015 and up to
and including October 30, 2015.
For the convenience of the public only, and not to satisfy Section 892(2) (e) of the Local Government Act, additional copies of
the proposed bylaw may be inspected at various Notice Boards on Galiano Island, B.C., commencing October 21, 2015. The
proposed bylaw can also be viewed on the internet at www.islandstrust.bc.ca and by selecting the Galiano Island LTC Projects
& Initiatives webpage: http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/islands/local-trust-areas/galiano/projects-initiatives.aspx
Written submissions may be delivered to:
1.
The office of the Islands Trust by mail at #200 - 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, B.C. V8R 1H8, by Fax (250) 405-5155 prior
to 4:30 p.m., Friday, October 30, 2015
2.
By email to vicphsub@islandstrust.bc.ca.
3.
After 4:30 p.m., October 30, 2015, to the Local Trust Committee at the Community Information Meeting & Public
Hearing at 12:30 pm, Monday, November 2, 2015.
The public is encouraged to send any electronic response to vicphsub@islandstrust.bc.ca. The Islands Trust does not
guarantee that any email submission will be received by the Galiano Island Local Trust Committee. Reasonable efforts will be
made to provide email submissions, if they are opened and received, to the Galiano Island Local Trust Committee for
consideration, but the public should not rely on email as a means of providing a written submission.
Written comments made in response to this notice will also be available for public review.
Inquiries regarding the proposed bylaws may be directed to the Islands Trust Office, Kim Farris, Planner, at (250) 405-5194 or,
for Toll Free access, request a transfer via Enquiry BC: In Vancouver (604) 660-2421 and elsewhere in BC 1-800-663-7867.
NO REPRESENTATIONS WILL BE RECEIVED BY THE GALIANO ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE AFTER THE
CONCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC HEARING.
Sharon Lloyd-deRosario, Deputy Secretary

www.islandtides.com

The TPP is more than a ‘trade agreement’, however. In fact it
deals more with the interests of capital than of trade; more with
regulations than tariffs. It will eventually require signatory
nations to match their legislation and regulations with its terms.
It is this complexity, together with horse-trading between
nations on the tariffs and trade restrictions for various corporate
sectors, which has resulted in five years of negotiations.
As an illustration, see the list of chapters in the final
agreement: competition, co-operation and capacity building,
cross-border services, customs, e–commerce, environment,
financial services, government procurement, intellectual
property, investment, labour, legal issues, market access for
goods, rules of origin, sanitary and phytosanitary standards,
technical barriers to trade, telecommunications, temporary
entry, textiles and apparel, and trade remedies.

Secret Except For Multinationals

The negotiations have been carried out in secret, with some
critical exceptions: some draft chapters have been leaked at
various stages by nations wishing to gain some advantage for
their point of view; some have been revealed through
WikiLeaks.
Large multinational corporations and industry lobbies,
particularly in the US, have been intimately involved in the
negotiation of the TPP’s terms.
Generally the public, and their elected representatives, in all
participating nations has been kept in the dark, for fear of
controversy.
The detailed text has still not been published; it is said to be
undergoing a ‘legal review’ which presumably could result in
some further changes.
It seems doubtful, at this point, that details will be available
before the Canadian election. The sheer size of the TPP
agreement would probably preclude any analysis in the short
term.

ISDS Continues, With Future Profits?

The TPP, since it includes the US, Canada, and Mexico,
supersedes NAFTA. But it includes, as its chief enforcement
provision, the Investor State Dispute Settlement (ISDS)
provision, the equivalent of NAFTA’s Chapter 11. It has been
suggested that the TPP version may permit foreign corporations
to sue host governments not only to recover investments lost or
devalued due to legislation or government actions, but also for
lost anticipated profits. Such legal actions are adjudicated by a
committee of international trade lawyers, and not by the courts;
their decisions are binding. Australia had earlier sought to be
excluded from this provision; it is not clear whether they were
successful. Canada seems to have accepted it, much as it did in
the Canada-China FIPA.

Dairy And Automotive Bought Off

Government announcements have drawn Canadians’ attention
to changes in trade restrictions affecting the dairy and
automotive industries. The government plans to buy-off the
‘supply management’ of dairy in the face of permitted imports,
probably from the US. In the case of automotive, the
government offers $1 billion in compensation over ten years.
Both buy-offs, would presumably take place, if the
Conservatives are re-elected; which raises the question of
agreeing to the TPP, without consulting the Opposition, during
a constitutionally defined ‘caretaker’ period.
Even more controversial terms also deserve public
consideration . The TPP makes significant changes in
intellectual property provisions (trademarks, copyrights, and
patents). It does appear that the patent protection period for
new pharmaceuticals has been cut from the industry’s preferred
twelve years to eight or five years (reports differ). There are also
provisions which affect the internet and ISPs (Internet Service
Providers), and digital locks (such as on video games, movies,
and PDFs).
The government assures us it retains powers in public
services, and it can still regulate culture, health, education, and
protection for Aboriginals. The CBC need not make a profit. 0

<

Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides
pay for publishing it! Mail or phone in your $30
annual subscription today: 250-216-2267. Don’t
delay—be part of the Island Tides team. Thank You!

- Priscilla Ewbank

Sheep & Apples

The sheep think that pileated woodpeckers are angels delivering
manna—we must have three pairs that blast into the King apple
tree canopies sending huge candy red apples plummeting to the
ground while they find the apple just perfectly positioned for
pecking out a meal.
The resulting apple whumps alert the apple patrol sheep and
the flock pours into the orchard, scuffling and barging to collect
the bird-fall bounty. Enticing boxes of apples on the ground as
we go up and down the ladders picking the fall harvest requires
the farm-hounds to be ever vigilant—they can’t believe their luck
at being officially allowed to rout the sneaky sheep from the
orchard full tilt!

When You Need Your Community

Recently, I broke my non-dominant arm. Our emergency
services volunteers and friends were with me in a heartbeat,
bundled me up with love and expert care and started me on a
journey that ended up with surgery, metal plates and a cast.
Excellent care came my way both in people’s time and their
expertise.
Being alone at this time in my life, I realize that I must
honour the fact that I no longer have the buffering of my partner
to care for me if I am incapacitated. We cared for each other all
of our lives together—loving intimacy makes that easy. My
family cares deeply for me and their lives are jampacked. My
friends are kind and truly helpful and have full lives.
I am older—it was my 50th reunion from high school—but
not that old! How many activities do you responsibly modify to
lessen your chances of grievous personal damage and needing
to ask for help? Since all of my world is slowed down now for
dressing, cooking—life—I have time to really ponder this
question.
I love my island life and even in this situation I can find
ingenious ways to get things done. I have discovered that not
only do human beings have two highly capable hands, these
hands are the perfect example of cooperative living at it’s best:
‘Okay. Now then you stabilize the jar and I’ll twist the cap off.’
None of this is easy with one hand and a body that fell like
one of the King apples onto the ground! My family and my
community are so lovingly supportive. I have no desire to
misuse their gifts and I still want to live a rich, vigorous, handson life—but I will give up tall ladders!

Storm Season Starts Early

We already had an unheard of dramatic storm at the end of
August with black as night clouds, thunder and lightning.
Saturna clocked the fastest wind gusts for the southern BC
regional storm. Islanders were grateful and very surprised our
power was out only for an hour and all around us was havoc
and extended power outages in the cities.

Dog Show

In the surprisingly beautiful day right after the storm, about 50
people attended our much enjoyed, 12-years-old, Saturna Lion’s
‘Dog & Dogs Show’ which feature fancy hotdogs as well as
canines.
Raeanne House, with good help from Kevin O’Hara, was the
new convener. The ‘voice’ of the Dog Show, Tom Johnstone, did
his usual fine job but warned everyone that this is his last year.
Priscilla Haggar and Tumbo won first in the look-alike class
costumed as camouflage agents. The most darling class—as
ajudged by everyone—is the Junior Handlers where everyone
is a winner. There was special interest in three month old,
Corgi-Maggie and her handler, 3-year-old-Mikayla. Most
elegant and refined was won by Laura Swann and her gorgeous
Irish Setter. First place winner, a savvy hound who could bark
all questions posed that had as their answer the number 4 (next
year he is being challenged to a duel involving algebra). Second,
in the Trick class, was won by Rags who could turn over-oncesilently. Overall winner, big time, was a Rottweiler, Kayla. Listed
as a family dog, she showed a steadfast character and basic
obedience. Her family is ecstatic at her new Island status.

Reluctant Father

Jacques Campbell brought a ram over to Haggis Farm to do his
duty with the Jones’ flock that summers at Haggis. The lower
nighttime temperature bring on estrus in the ewes. But the ram
was not impressed and promptly left the premises.
Reports tracked his lonely progress on the byways of
Saturna. Jacques predicted he would just make his way home
and early the next morning he showed up, practically knocking
on the Campbell’s farmhouse door.
Impressive! He had arrived by van at Haggis Farm and only
one slender road leads back to Campbell’s on south Saturna—
the rest is the cliffs of Mount Warburton Pike. I have updated
my judgment of sheep intelligences.
Brought back again, he and the ewes formed close
associations and so I expect the Saturna Lamb BBQ will indeed
have meat again next year.

New Schoolteachers

Both of Saturna’s teachers were new this year and warmly
welcomed into the community. Dorianna Chessa is taking the
helm of the Saturna Ecological Education Centre, replacing
Steve Dunsmuir, our founding teacher, who has moved to
Pender Island to teach an outdoor education-based class for
younger children. The class was formed at the request of Pender
parents and with community cooperation—it is brim full—lucky
kids.
Bruce Inglis, teacherprincipal from Vancouver, will
be teaching our elementary

Fall webs abound

school kids. Barb Ropars, our tinies Strong Start teacher is
continuing and the class is doubling its teaching time to two
days a week.
Amidst this marathon election campaign, community life
goes on. Saturday, school kids and their moms were out on the
general store loading dock separating, counting, and bagging
up donated bottles of all sizes. The kids zoom around ‘helping’.
All this effort is to raise money for school trips and extras.
Saturna parents are old hands at this method of raising funds
and know that they can count on the community to support
them.

In Search of Sea Monster

Satuna Island Marine Education Society put on an excellent
presentation with premier world marine expert Eric Hoyt. ‘In
Seach of Sea Monsters’ was an incredible presentation detailing
all of the new knowledge being collected from the deepest
depths of the ocean. We have hardly touched the most basic
knowledge of what lives in the bottom two depths of the ocean.
Accompanying the undersea lecture was an update from the
Whale Trails effort detailing all the new lookout points with
SATURNA NOTES, please turn to page 11
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Besley
Design & Build
3D Computer Design
Permit Plans
Foundations & Framing
Siding & Roofing
Finishing
Decks & Fences
Renovations & Additions
Timberworks & Arbors
25 years experience
Licensed & Insured
Call Ron for free estimate

rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885

No Wheels? No Problem!
Metal Clean-up Bins Also
Available

An Island Family Business
For 50 Years!

Hy-Geo
Consulting

TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

1-800-746-7444
250-537-8456
www.drillwell.com
drill@drillwell.com

MAJOR & MINOR ROUTES:

NORTHERN ROUTES:

Inside Passage, Haida Gwaii, Discovery Coast
Connector, Skidegate – Alliford Bay

SEPT 8 – OCT 15, SELECT SAILINGS*
MON – THURS AND SATURDAYS

OCT 1 – 31, ALL SAILINGS**

Done Right - Safely

• Foreshore Applications
• Docks • Moorings
• Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker & Corey Johnson

250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

For full details:
Visit bcferries.com or call 1-888-BC FERRY
50% Off promotion is applicable on adult, child, BC Senior, student, and persons with disabilities regular passenger fares. *Major and Minor routes: Offer valid on select
sailings September 8 – October 15, 2015, Monday to Thursday and Saturdays on the following routes: Metro Vancouver; Vancouver Island; Sunshine Coast; Southern Gulf
Islands; Northern Gulf Islands, in either direction. Not valid on Thanksgiving Monday, October 12, 2015. **Northern Routes: Offer valid on all sailings October 1 – October 31,
2015, on the following routes: Inside Passage; Haida Gwaii; Discovery Coast Connector; Skidegate – Alliford Bay, in either direction. Experience Card, Resident and Group
discounts will be increased to match the promotional discount on promotional sailings. Not applicable for BC Ferries Vacations pre-bundled packages. Limited time offer.
Other conditions may apply. Please visit bcferries.com for full details on applicable sailings. Coupon is not required to receive the discount. Reg. 48839.
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250-744-6842
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Technical services for

There’s never been a better time to get on board BC Ferries. Enjoy half price
regular passenger fares on select sailings on all routes. Restrictions apply.
Metro Vancouver, Vancouver Island, Sunshine Coast,
Southern Gulf Islands, Northern Gulf Islands.

FREE REMOVAL!

Scrap Car, Truck, Bus
& Equipment

• WATER WELLS
• DRILLING FOR GEOSOURCE,
GEOTECH & ENVIRONMENTAL
• HYDROFRACTURING

All regular passenger fares are 50% off.
Select sailings. All routes.
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oming home on the 7:10pm Mayne Queen (from my
50th highschool reunion in Sacramento, California) we
had a ringside seat for the entire lunar eclipse, from full
moon then dark to pulling into Lyall Harbour with full light
again. BCFerries should have sold seats!
We have had a run of glorious days—blue, warm and ideally
suited to harvesting orchards and cleaning up the bounty of
summer. Suddenly we see birds on the move. The migrants are
spreading their wings heading north and south on the flyways.
Mysterious bird songs are heard for a week or a day or two as a
migrant stops in your garden to refuel. The eagles are off salmon
fishing. Night hawks and swallows are gone and there are way
less turkey vultures.

SALT SPRING ISLAND

C

Saturna Notes
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WANTED
TO RENT

Modest family home in Sidney,
Victoria, or Saanich Peninsula.
Top-class island family needs pied
á terre to save commuting daily.
Creative ideas welcome. 250-2162796. Leave message if away from
phone.

NEXT DEADLINE: Oct 21
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Election Issues Group

Dear Editor:
To bring the important issues involved in this election to the
attention of Canadians, a group of concerned citizens has come
together to create a blog titled www.ready-set-vote.ca. Our main
goal in creating the site is to encourage an intelligent discussion
of the kind of country we want Canada to be going forward. Our
major premise is that we as a country cannot afford four more
years of a Harper Conservative government. We are of the
opinion the Conservative party is not worthy of the trust of the
people of Canada.
If you are part of the majority of Canadians who agree with
our assessment we urge you to look at our site, www.ready-setvote.ca, subscribe to receive the weekly blogs, follow us on
Facebook and participate in the ensuing discussions.
In the end we hope our effort will further educate and
encourage voters to become fully involved in the democratic
process by casting a vote in the election on October 19. We
believe this election will be one of the most significant in
Canadian history.
Frank Frketich,Denman Island

$200/bbl Oil?

Dear Editor:
Former Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce head economist
Jeff Rubin has been criticized for predicting $200 a barrel oil by
people who claim it’s sunk to below $40/bbl on the so-called
open market. I checked the price at the pumps today when I
filled my PriusC. At $1.149 a litre, it comes in at just over $200
a barrel, except it’s us consumers who are paying the predicted
price, not the upstream corporations that are apparently still
raking in obscene profits at our expense.
Jim Erkiletian, Nanaimo

SBWARTZ
B
AY
ED & BREAKFAST

The Swart Family Original Homestead. Offerring Clean
And Private Accommodation Directly Beside the Ferry
Terminal and 7 Minutes From The Airport.
Shuttle Service Available. Rooms start at $85/night

WWW.SWARTZBAYFARM.COM - 250 507 4412
www.islandtides.com

Editorial: Those Missing Conservatives

We are continuing our coverage of broader issues for Canada
and the world.
As usual there is far more articles than we have the budget
for. However we are splurging to include as much as possible
in this last pre-election edition. People need the bigger picture
for voting.
It is always difficult and complex to decide what to include
and what to put on hold and we hope our many contributors

have patience with us.
One place where we did not leave anyone out has been our
answers to election questions in the editions since July.
Everyone we could find was invited (including Conservative
candidates) to respond and all replies were printed. We received
no replies from Vancouver Island Conservative candidates and
can ony construe that this is party policy.

TPP and Food Safety

million years and is at a 20 million year high (NOAA).
2015 will be a record year for global warming, like 2014 was
(NOAA) and by a wide margin. Global surface warming is
increasing at least ten times faster than in the past 65 million
years (NRC).
I applaud Greenpeace for ‘mobilizing up to and beyond this
election to ensure that climate change stays in the debate,’ that
all candidates are told climate matters most, and that all parties
‘commit to a 100% renewable energy economy by 2050.’
Keith Stewart, head of Climate & Energy at Greenpeace
Canada, says: ‘This election is our moment to stand up,
collectively and individually, against laggard politicians and
short-sighted corporate interests, to demand a just transition
to 100% renewable energy for all. We all need to take action to
get the renewable future we want—starting with this election
race.’
Peter D. Carter, Pender Island

Readers’ Letters

Dear Editor:
For years Canada has been able to stave off a variety of attempts
to introduce the abuses of a nation's food supply that other
countries have naively sanctioned despite the associated health
and quality concerns that have been identified. Now this TPP
deal is poised to open Canada's flood gates.
To name a few concerns: BGH—a hormone that doubles
milk production without increasing the herd leading to chronic
infections for the animals; massive doses of antibiotics—used
to offset the health consequences of factory farming animals;
irradiation of meats so that they can sit in the cupboard for
months without rot; and animal abuse and the inclusion of
‘downer’—sick, diseased and dying—animals.
The mixing of animals from half a dozen countries into the
processing machines and then sending it TPP-wide will make
it impossible to determine where the next contaminated beef
or other food epidemic came from. Countless deaths could
occur before being discovered, never mind contained.
What this Harper deal ignores is the deep concern
Canadians have regarding the desperate need to maintain tight
quality controls over the food we eat and the best way to ensure
that those controls are meaningful and effective is to deal with
your own food supply, not that of multinationals.
William Clegg, Gabriola Island

Winter Herring Fishery Open Too Soon

The following letter was sent to Roger Kanno, DFO at
Fisheries & Oceans Operations Center.

Sir:
As a servant of the Crown subject to all of the law of Canada,
you are not in position to open herring fisheries simply because
they are demanded by industry lobbyists. But according to
correspondence I have from the David Suzuki Foundation,
industry lobbying is the only reason that this fishery will be
opened, as no stock assessment exists.
Information on DFO’s existing website (google ‘migratory
herring DFO Strait of Georgia’) indicates that the winter ‘Food
and Bait’ fishery (targeted every year in the Strait of Georgia
Roe Herring fishery) will open before the ‘migratory herring’
even enter the Strait of Georgia.
This DFO website notes that the ‘migratory’ herring targeted
by the Strait of Georgia Roe Herring fishery spend most of the
year in Juan De Fuca Strait, only quickly entering the Strait
close to spawning time. Therefore, the herring to be targeted
once again in the winter ‘Food and Bait’ fishery, will again not
be covered by a qualified and peer reviewed DFO stock
assessment, required by DFO policy, and I believe by law.
In short, the ‘winter fishery’ is to open very soon, long before
the ‘migratory’ herring stock, for which a stock assessment
exists, even enter the Strait of Georgia.
It is my understanding that all fisheries in Canada must by
law now have an accompanying peer-reviewed stock
assessment, and if not they can now be stopped by interlocutory
injunction. Please correct me if I am wrong in this assessment.
The present situation also leaves you in a morally
irresponsible position of ‘pseudo-management’ of a resource
owned by all of the people of Canada.
Finally, I wish to request an email copy of the ‘two draft
appendices to the 2015/2016 Pacific Herring Integrated
Fisheries Management Plan (IFMP); the Food and Bait and
Special Use herring appendices’ as offered in your notice below.
David Ellis, Vancouver

Greenpeace Call to Vote

Dear Editor:
Greenpeace Canada calls on us to vote for 100% clean
renewable (everlasting!) energy by 2050.
The Harper government is renowned as the world leader on
catastrophic atmospheric greenhouse gas pollution
complacency. There are a number of reasons why the Harper
team must be voted out, and the biggest of all, by far, are the
climate and the oceans.
Greenpeace Canada is doing the right thing by working to
make sure every candidate in the country hears the call to
ensure that climate features high on the election agenda. For
anyone who values a stable climate, food security and healthy
oceans, here’s why the Greenpeace Canada election call is well
worth considering.
The current rates of global warming, climate disruption and
ocean acidification (as well as ocean warming and
deoxygenation) are unprecedented in the history of our species.
All atmospheric greenhouse concentrations are still
accelerating (stateofourclimate.com). Atmospheric carbon
dioxide is increasing at an unprecedented rate (IPCC) and, at
400 parts per million, is at a 15-20 million year high (NOAA).
Ocean acidification is increasing faster than in the past 300

Vote Splitting in this Election

Dear Editor:
There have been many discussions regarding ‘vote splitting.’ To
clear the air regarding one federal party, when the Green vote
is analyzed it ‘splits’ into three related goals.
One Green goal is to send candidates into parliament who
will not be forced into group-think mode. Green Members,
being free to speak their minds and vote accordingly, are a
menace to the current party whip system. Should members in
other parties turn green with envy, more power to them.
The second Green goal is to send Greens to Ottawa who will
take their constituency concerns with them. When new
problems arise, Greens, following Elizabeth May’s example, will
know the situation, having frequently held townhall meetings
to keep in touch, thus linking Ottawa more closely with
communities throughout Canada. If this policy influences
members of other parties to do the same, they will be
encouraged to do so.
The third Green goal is to send a number of Greens to
Ottawa to help renew our nation which badly needs to lose its
polluted image regarding global warming, must be freed from
concessions to foreign investors hidden inside trade
agreements, and is once again renowned as a peace maker, a
multicultural nation celebrated for its compassion towards
refugees.
Those three Green Party goals are pretty much all Greens,
or any party can do, until Canada switches to proportional
representation, a delightful possibility if a minority government
is elected this time around.
Edwin Turner, Nanaimo

‘Harper-Out-At-All-Cost Sentiment

Dear Editor:
The grassroots Harper-Out-at-All-Cost sentiment continues to
surge across Canada, with BC as its epicentre, so vehemently
that a number of separate groups have joined together to hire
Environics research to do national, regional and riding specific
polling for them. Latest data shows that in BC at least, these
groups will realise their wish, possibly even pitching a shut-out
on Vancouver Island.
In Nanaimo-Ladysmith the data trend lines are more
illuminating than the raw numbers. Here, the Conservatives
demonstrate the steepest slide and the Liberals are maintaining
their bottom rung position. The party showing the strongest
upward trend is the Green Party, no surprise to many. They
have been organized and actively engaged longest, have the
most signs, the biggest volunteer organization and have raised
significant campaign revenue from individual donors within
the riding. So, at least in Nanaimo-Ladysmith, the strategic
voting bogey-man has left the building. Undecided voters can
now vote their principles with a clear conscience. They can
objectively look at all party platforms and candidates and chose
which platform best supports their highest vision for Canada
and who would most strongly and personally represent us as
our MP. Which party has the best vision for critical issues like
climate change; electoral reform; seniors and aboriginal
support, the economy and job creation, etc... and which party
leader seems clearest in their commitment to carry out their
promises? Indeed, change is upon us. Good going, Canada.
Choose wisely.
Jordan Ellis, Nanaimo

Voting for the Environment

Dear Editor:
When he declared, ‘Conservatives have managed to balance the
needs and wants of the environment with the economy,’ Mark
MacDonald, Conservative candidate in Nanaimo-Ladysmith,
made a typical stay-the-course Conservative statement.
No surprise, many of the young people he’s hearing from
LETTERS, please turn to next page

Those Subsidies

I used to think the human brain had lots of expertise—
Look what we’ve done, at what we’ve built since we were in the trees.
Why long before the present time when power is just switched on
Egyptians built the pyramids, and Greeks the Parthenon.
There’s no doubt that we’re clever then—oh yes, but are we smart—
Or do we think it pays to put the horse before the cart?
Our capitalist system fosters principles with intent.
Efficiency is progress, but if you’re incompetent,
Then to the wall you’ll go with lots of money down the drain,
Until you find a better prospect to start up again.
So is it brain power gets success, and breeds efficiency?
A logical conclusion that—or so it seemed to me.

But just look at the world today, take any sovereign nation,
When governments get in the act, it alters the equation;
Who cares for profit, or for loss? Subsidies can be found
To keep an industry afloat, although it’s losing ground;
And who pays for these subsidies—I’ll give you one good guess—
The tax-payer, though unaware of such corporate largesse!

According to the IMF, Canadians give away
To big-oil corporations, half-a-million every day;
To bolster-up an industry that’s inefficient to the core
Compared to the renewables, now progressing to the fore;
And then there is pollution and the CO2 emission,
And its effect on climate-change, and on the world’s condition.
So, when you see your candidate, here’s a message you should quote—
‘You’d better stop oil-subsidies, if you want to get my vote!’
H.Barry Cotton

I

Media Centralization
Elizabeth May, MP

am the only federal party leader to raise the issue of corporate
control of media. It is a clear threat to a healthy democracy to have
the bulk of our media owned by a handful of large vertically
integrated corporations. Postmedia (a successor to the empire built by
Conrad Black) controls 42 daily newspapers across Canada—including
both Vancouver’s major dailies.
CTV once had an ownership interest in the Globe and Mail, but
divested it's remaining interests this summer. Meanwhile, Global is
owned by Shaw. Sun Media controls all the Sun chain of papers as well
as TVA, the French TV commercial network in Quebec—itself owned
by PQ leader PK Peladeau. A handful of owners control most English
and French media.
It is not a healthy situation. So the challenge in a democracy is to
counteract the corporate media message. One could argue that is why
we have a public broadcaster—CBC/Radio Canada. However, it is
abundantly clear that the public broadcaster is pulling punches to avoid
angering the Conservative administration.
While it is clear the strategy of giving the Conservatives an easy ride
has not worked in the interest of CBC, it remains, sadly, the case that
our national public broadcaster is not the solution to the threat of
corporate media centralization.
Can we democratize media through social media? Can we tweet and
Facebook our way to digital democracy? I have certainly tried in this
election. When corporate media (and the Conservative party) kept me
out of their small, private debates—Globe and Mail, Munk Debate and
TVA. I tweeted my way into the space. It is never as effective as actually
being there, but it is a way of reaching millions. It is a particularly
important way to try to reach young people. If youth decide to vote in
this election, it will change everything.
I try between elections to stay in touch with constituents through
townhall meetings—reporting to my bosses, the citizens of SaanichGulf Islands, all the key issues and bills on which I have been working.
Regular townhall meetings give me the best form of communication—
an honest exchange of ideas in person in a respectful space. With nine
town halls twice a year I have kept in regular contact. In January the
total number of attendees exceeded 1,500.
Newsletters also help. I have innovated with what other MPs use
as a promotional flier mailed at public expense to every home. In my
case, I have treated my mailing on the public dime as a form of indy
media—covering one issue in depth four times a year. (Although it was
at the printers when the writ dropped, so legal to send out, I pulled the
last issue I wrote—all about small business. I decided it would be too
close to an ethical line to have mailings from the public purse arrive in
mailboxes during a campaign.)
Those newsletters helped me a great deal as each one included a
questionnaire with a space for comments. Citizens in Saanich-Gulf
Islands have a lot to say and we usually received hundreds of
comments in response to each mailing.
I have also communicated using twitter and Facebook replying to
questions from any interested Canadian. The challenge of expressing
any idea in 140 characters forces an economy of words. Tweets are to
newsletters as haiku is to epic poetry. It can be done!
Even though we have a voice in the face of corporate media, that
does not mean we should ignore the problem. It’s time to take up the
recommendations of 35-years-ago from Tom Kent's Royal
Commission on the Fifth Estate. We need to apply anti-trust rules to
coporate media monopolistic practices.
We need to diversify the voices of newspapers, radio and TV. And
we need to fully fund the national public broadcaster and remove
political interference from its governance.
We must name and address the problem before the next election. 0
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Why Vote

- Jane Petch
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o, what do you think about the election? said the guy didn’t vote the other way and cancel his/her vote. So when
behind me in our island grocery express lane. ‘Same you chose not to vote, you’re still voting, only the other guy
old, same old,’ replied the guy behind him.
is casting your ballot for you.
‘Yeah...’
So figure out who you want to vote for, hopefully you
‘They’re all the same—bad, badder, worse and worst.’
have been finding out about issues and candidates for some
‘Yeah.’
weeks now—or longer.
‘I mean, what’s the point?’
So You Are Going To Vote:
I kept my mouth shut, which was difficult, paid for my First are you on the voters’ list? You should have received a
cabbage, and left.
voting card in the mail. If you haven’t better check
I don’t get it. What was that conversation
pronto. To find out, log onto the Elections Canada
about? Two guys bonding over a cliché
‘So when you
site. You can also phone toll-free at 1-800-463about the rotten state of politicians? Or
chose not to vote,
6868. Or you can phone your local returning
something deeper?
you’re still voting, only
office. The number is on the Elections Canada
One thing I do know. There are many
the other guy is casting
site. Just type in ‘Returning Officer’.
hard-working and very honest politicians.
your ballot for you’
Elections Canada has a lot of info on how to
I was one of them, during my years as an
register, the ID you need to vote, and where you
elected school trustee and councillor in
should vote. Next where should you vote—where is
Salmon Arm.
your ‘polling station’, voting place. There is Advance Voting
And I loved my job as a constituency assistant for an on Thanksgiving Weekend. Voting in an advance poll is a
MLA there. She worked hard, following up on personal good way of finding out if you’re on the list and if your ID
complaints about pensions, Workmen’s Compensation, works. If there’s a problem you have a week to fix it.
licences, etc. She problem-solved community applications
It is estimated that upwards of forty homeless people live
for water systems and sewage plants, road works and more. on Salt Spring Island. Many have no fixed address and no
She was honest, effective, and kind.
government ID. They can still vote because the shelter or
It’s so easy to insult politicians, many of whom are our service they regularly use can act as a permanent address,
neighbours before they decide to run for election. Somehow, and issue them a letter of confirmation of residence. It’s on
once they are elected, we appoint them to the dark side, the Elections site. Local volunteers here are stepping up to
magically declaring them corrupt, ineffective and morally help the homeless vote.
bankrupt. Really?
Party Voting
My advice: if there is no one you trust, run for election
One more thing. If you think the party your greatyourself. But the sad truth is, it is just too much work for
grandfather, your grandfather, and your father voted for is
most of us and it is way more fun to stand in the grocery
the same party you’re voting for, think again.
line-up and beef about the ones that got elected.
One of my political science professors once told us that
On the point of beefing, another conversation I hear goes
political parties change over time. Values they were once
like this, ‘Vote? I’m not voting. What’s the point? What
known and respected for may no longer be the values of
difference does it make?’
today’s party, even if it has the same name.
The irony is, if you don’t vote, you still vote. You still vote
When it comes down to it, your own hopes for Canada
when you don’t cast a ballot because in effect you are giving
should decide your vote. But don’t expect that information
your ballot away to some other voter, maybe the idiot next
on the ballot slip. It’s not too late to get some information
door who stands for everything you reject.
about what Canadian political parties represent.
Under our current first-past the post voting system,
Your vote is your voice. It will shape the future of your
when he/she casts a ballot and that candidate wins, your
country, and that of your children.0
missed vote, in effect, went to that candidate, because you
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‘intend to vote socialist or Green.’
‘Environment,’ MacDonald went on to say, ‘is (their)
No.1 issue. Environment, environment.’
He doesn’t seem to realize it’s today’s young people that
will be facing any environmental problems caused by
current industrial practices decades after the present aging
Boomers in parliament are too old for politics, beyond even
napping in the Senate.
Today’s young people want the hot romance with fossil
fuels to be permanently capped before it causes more
climate change.
They like the prospect of drinking fracking-free tap water
and being able to breathe unpolluted air, even when it’s
their turn to be in rocking chairs.
No wonder they find a healthy environment to be crucial
and are drawn to the policies of socialists and Greens.
‘Staying the course’ on the environment is the problem, not
the answer for them.
Edwin Turner, Nanaimo

Can Canadians Vote for the
Environment and the Economy?

Dear Editor:
Even as Republican presidential candidates claim ‘I am no
climate scientist but… and climate is in the hands of the
Lord—but I don’t take economic advice from The Pope’, and
Canadian energy executives explain that ‘we are blessed
with an abundance of natural resources’, September’s
climate agreement between the US and China is adding
pressure on Canada to fully join the international
community’s fight against global warming. The following
questions will need to be resolved for Canadians to get
onboard:
Does oil drive the Canadian economy?
Is clean energy is too expensive?
Will Canadians be burdened by carbon pricing?
Can Canada prosper without oil? The oil sands represent
just 2% of the Canadian economy. The total real GDP for
the oil and gas industry as a whole was 6% of total national
GDP in 2012. According to an Environics poll, 41% of
Canadians believe the importance of the oil sands to the
economy is 6 to 24 times higher than it actually is, and most
Canadians overestimate the value of oil sands to the

country’s economy.
If your daughter needs a job, and is cool to the prospect
of moving to Kitimat to weld pipes, new policy directions
could give her the opportunity to be involved with planning,
manufacturing, selling, designing, operating or maintaining
renewable energy systems, public transit, or building
retrofit technologies. Some research predicts that, if Canada
transitioned intelligently to 100% renewable energy by
2040, 18 million total new jobs would be created, while only
11 million total fossil fuel jobs would be lost. Germany has
proved that renewables are a practical option for northern
industrial countries.
Other industries that would benefit from the type of
support fossil fuels get from Canada and BC include value
added log processing, high tech and digital media,
ecosystem restoration, and sustainable food production and
export. There are dozens of other examples; tourism
provides 600,000 Canadian jobs, and brings $30 billion to
our economy. In 2004 Canada was in the top seven for
world tourism; by 2014 we had dropped to 18. Even the
beer industry is larger than the oil industry in Canada.
Canada can prosper without fossil fuels.
Are there any real benefits to clean energy? Last month
the Globe and Mail published a large editorial that did a
good job of summarizing the parties’ climate positions and
political motivations, but said nothing about the need for
action. It went offside by saying that ‘the benefits (of
greenhouse gas reduction), if any, will be hard to measure
for years, if ever’.
Experts put the social cost of carbon in the range of $100
to $200 per tonne. These costs include fighting sea level rise
and superstorms, ocean acidity’s damage to fisheries, spill
cleanup, pulmonary disease and cancers from air pollution,
droughts’ impact on agriculture and wildfires, etc. As David
Schindler, a retired University of Alberta ecologist put
it: ‘We are going to forget all about the economy when we
run out of water.’
For Canada to do its part in keeping global warming to
two Celsius degrees, it needs to reduce its 1.25% of global
GHG emissions by 25 megatonnes per year (5% of our 2014
emissions). Using the low social cost of $100 per tonne, the
LETTERS, please turn to page 11
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Sunday, October 18

Book Launch of Made in British Columbia—join
Maria Tippett as she launches her new book with a talk
and book signing • Pender Island Public Library · •
2pm–4pm • Admission is free and books will be
available for sale by Talisman Books • PENDER

Sunday, October 18

Only A Visitor in concert—Pender local Bill Young opening;
presented by Colin Hamilton and
Ptarimgan Music • Hope Bay Studio • 7pm
• Tickets: $12 in advance, $15 at the door
available at Talisman & Southridge • Info:
250.629.6608, onlyavisitor.com • PENDER

Tuesday October 20

Ensemble Caprice—baroque ensemble
performs on period instruments; founded by
acclaimed recorder soloist Matthias Maute;
innovative and adventuresome approach to
expanding repertoire • Pender Island School
Auditorium • 7:30pm • Tickets available at the door •
Info: ensemblecaprice.com • PENDER

Friday, October 23, & Friday, October 30

Allison Crowe Band in Concert—pianist Allison Crowe’s
‘supernaturally agile and exquisite voice’ with
sublime harmonies and musicianship of guitarist
Billie Woods, cellist Celine Greb, and bassist
Dave Baird; thrilling rock, folk, Celtic, jazz & soul •
FRI, OCT 23: Charlie White Theatre, Mary
Winspear Centre, 2243 Beacon Ave, Sidney,
250-656-0275; FRI, OCT. 30: Port Theatre, 125
Front St, Nanaimo, 250-754-8550 • Both shows
7:30pm • Tickets: $29 General, $24 Students/Seniors • Info: 250537-1286, www.allisoncrowe.com • SIDNEY/VICTORIA &
NANAIMO

Saturday, October 31

Halloween Dance with Marafani World Beat‚—dance, enjoy the
haunted house, bonfire, food, and fun •
Community Hall • 7–10pm • Dance Tickets:
$13 in advance, $15 at the door, kids 12-18
$5, and Under12 free, available at Talisman
and Southridge, Info: marafani.com • African
Dance Workshop with Nato 1:30 - 2:45pm,
Djembe Drumming Workshop, 2:45–4pm •
Workshops: $20 or $30 for both, register at
260.629.6608 or colinandwendi@shaw.ca • PENDER

Friday November 6

IslandSmart Seminar & Series, ‘Socially Responsible
Investing’— enjoy morning coffee and presentation • Pender
Island Health Centre, Meeting Room; • 11am–Noon • Everyone
Welcome, space limited book early; call 250-629-6238, or
bcleal@islandsavings.ca • PENDER

Fri, Sat & Sun, November 6, 7 & 8

Nanaimo Professional Craft Fair—get an early
start on Christmas shopping; lots of mid-Island
artisans offering a variety of crafts, art and
handiwork; hourly door prizes plus a grand prize;
FRI 12-8, SAT 10-5, SUN 10-4 • Beban Park
Social Centre • Admission (unlimited) $4 • Vendor info: 1-250-7522010 or jaynecraftfair@gmail.com • NANAIMO

Next Deadline: October 21

The extraordinary life and legacy of
Ken Millard (1941 - 2015)

K

Suzanne Fournier

en Millard, the co-founder and coordinator of the
Galiano
Conservancy
Association and a pillar of
the land trust movement in BC
and Canada, died suddenly at
home on September 27, at the age
of 74, leaving behind a legacy of
lands protected forever and a
strong community dedicated to
conservation,
environmental
restoration and education.
Kenneth Young Millard, born
on July 10, 1941 in Tacoma Park,
Maryland, dedicated the last
decades of his life to land
conservation on Galiano Island.
He worked in a collegial and selfeffacing manner, but his
commitment to conservation was
deep and unyielding. ‘He seemed
gentle but beneath the surface there was steel, and people soon
found out that Ken had an unwavering commitment to land
stewardship,’ said Loren Wilkinson, an author and theologian,
and a director of Galiano Conservancy since its inception in
1989. ‘He died at the peak of a spectacular lunar eclipse, and
indeed Ken was a cosmic figure, a quiet, but great, great man,
one of a kind,’ said Wilkinson.
For 26 years, Ken volunteered most of his waking hours to
the Galiano Conservancy and to preserving the island’s unique
coastal Douglas Fir ecosystems, at the same time mentoring
literally hundreds of staff and volunteers. He forged strong
bonds in the land trust and environmental movement that
proved invaluable not only to those he assisted but also yielded
significant benefits to his own organization. He reinvested in
the Galiano community, both in helping to purchase threatened
tracts of land and also by co-owning the island’s ‘mall,’ with a
bakery, restaurants and other shops, which has become an
island meeting-place.
‘When you look around this island, Ken’s hand is
everywhere,’ said Jane Wolverton, president of the Galiano
Club. At a two-day Galiano Conservancy board and staff retreat,
organized before Ken’s death for the first weekend in October,
Pearl Roberts said, ‘Ken was a philanthropist, in the true sense
of the word, he loved humanity’. Young staffers and students
who worked closely with Ken grieved as deeply as his longtime
friends, saying that Ken ‘brought out the best’ in them at a
‘kindred soul’ level, and as one said, ‘saw something in myself
that I didn’t know was there.’
Keith Erickson, the conservancy’s longest standing staff
member, cited Ken’s ‘incredible loyalty and complete
dedication’ to his causes, and to people. Ecologist Risa Smith, a
conservancy co-founder and director, cited Ken’s ‘fearlessness’
and willing to take risks in the face of formidable challenges, in
pursuit of what he perceived as the greater good.’
Ken lived an active and engaged public life and was as
comfortable talking to bankers, major donors and corporations
as he was to elementary school or university students. He had
two remarkable careers before he became active in land
conservation, but his typically understated official biography on
the conservancy website said only that he was ‘a retired physicist
and luthier.’

After he achieved his doctorate in physics, in statistical
mechanics, at Case Western University in
Cleveland, Ohio, he moved to Canada and taught
at Simon Fraser University. Leaving academia,
Ken combined his love of woodworking and
early music to become what colleagues describe
as ‘the world’s foremost maker of baroque violin
bows.’ He apprenticed in Salt Lake City, Utah,
with the legendary luthier Anton Smith until he
was ready to strike out on his own. Ken would
search far and wide for the best wood to create
his instruments and bows, which became sought
after by the foremost musicians in North
America, and eventually, the world. He made a
living by carefully crafting and selling his
extraordinary bows.
In fact, it was Ken’s love of music that drew
him to Galiano in the late 1970s as part of an
early music ensemble, in which he played the
viola da gamba. Rose Longini, Ken’s friend of 40
years and a longtime conservancy director who played the
harpsichord at his memorial service, was among those whom
Ken and Linda encouraged to join them on Galiano.
The Millards, enchanted by Galiano soon purchased a 24acre waterfront property, overlooking Wallace Island. They
became full-time residents by the late 1980s, living in a small
house Ken built next to his beautiful woodworking workshop.
They lived simply in their original cabin, on their land—covered
of course by environmental covenants. Sadly an allergy to
certain kinds of wood forced Ken to end his 10-year career as a
luthier.
Ken and Linda, highschool sweethearts who were married
for 54 years, had two daughters. The eldest, Beth Thiessen and
her husband Reg Thiessen have both just retired from truck
mechanics, based in Surrey, to live on Galiano. Ken is also
survived by his daughter Lisa Millard and her five children,
older brother John Millard, and younger sister Doris Spencer.
Soon after Ken and Linda moved to Galiano, they became
deeply concerned about the wholesale clearcutting of the
island’s forests by its majority landowner MacMillan Bloedel.
Despite a period of cooperation and consultation that led to
improvements in MacBlo’s logging practices, the company
decided to put its forest land on the open market as real estate.
Ken spearheaded a drive by islanders to raise more than $1
million to buy the land, but MB refused to valuate or sell its
property as forestland.
Together with like-minded islanders seeking to preserve
Galiano’s sensitive forest ecosystems, Ken helped to found the
Galiano Conservancy in 1989. One of the Conservancy’s chief
goals was to preserve the island’s forests, watersheds,
ecosystems and coastline.
Despite the controversies over land use and the eventual
intervention of the Islands Trust, Ken maintained—as one of its
strong guiding principles—the strict political independence of
the Conservancy, throughout his tenure as coordinator.
Even those who found themselves on the opposite side of
Ken in ongoing Galiano land development debates respected
his tenacity. Longtime forest landowner and trailbuilder Bowie
Keefer paid his tribute: ‘Ken had a visionary role in public
education to build the strongest possible environmental ethic,
and challenging all of us to make Galiano the best possible
KEN MILLARD, please turn to next page
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Baynes Sound Connector fails sea trials
William Thomas

The newly launched Baynes Sound
Connector—centrepiece of BC Ferries’ costcutting measures—has failed to achieve her
required speed in initial sea trials.
Towed from her North Vancouver shipyard
to Buckley Bay on Vancouver Island, the
world’s longest cable ferry is intended to
replace the aging Quinitsa on the Denman
Island run, which also serves Hornby Island.
Spanning approximately 1900 meters, two
guide cables on either side of the ship, as well
as a central drive cable, each weigh
approximately 15 tons. And that’s the problem.
Tests have revealed that lifting this

deadweight from a depth of over 200 feet in
mid-channel soaks up enough horsepower to
drastically slow the ship from the its designated
8.5 knots to just 6.5 knots. This means the new
vessel can’t keep the scheduled service now
provided by Quinitsa.
BC Ferries Services says the cable ferry is
still owned by Seaspan. Only when the ferry
meets contractual specifications will BCFC take
over ownership. That might not be easy.
Shoehorning bigger engines into the ship will
encounter tight space restrictions.
And fuel consumption is already reported
to be 2.5 times the Quinitsa’s. 0

example of that ethic in practice.’
With Ken at the helm, albeit with a ‘flat’
consensus-style decision-making structure, the
Conservancy has, over the last 26 years,
managed to protect and conserve hundreds of
acres of Galiano land, and is a stable
organization that has provided nature
education to more than 30,000 individuals,
while contributing meaningful economic
benefits and employment to Galiano. Through
partnerships with regional and provincial
government and large land trusts, Ken and the
Conservancy achieved significant
land
acquisitions including 42 acres at Mount Sutil,
the 150-acre Pebble Beach Reserve, Laughlin
Lake’s 27 acres, a 40-acre wetland called the
Great Beaver Swamp as well as Marine
Protected Areas, and a complete Mid-Island
Protected Areas Network.
Ken fostered partnerships with VanCity, the
BC Nature Trust, the Real Estate Foundation
of BC, the Law Foundation of BC, Telus, and
BC Hydro, as well as the Nature Conservancy
of Canada. The Galiano Conservancy
maintains a comprehensive library, state of the
art global positioning mapping, a native plant
nursery and also provides nature education
ranging from elementary schools to universitylevel classes and groups such as grandparents
raising grandchildren, along with visiting
scientists.
Perhaps the jewel in the Conservancy’s
crown has been the acquisition of the 188-acre
Learning Centre, a mid-Island site boasting
wide-ranging ecosystems including two
kilometres of intact waterfront of old growth
Douglas fir and arbutus. Once slated for a

development of 16 waterfront homes, it is this
unique place that, perhaps, embodies of all of
Ken’s goals in life: land acquisition,
conservation and habitat restoration, and
education.
Now graced with a salvaged classroom
building, the one-time active logging and
sawmilling site provides ample challenges for
exploring restoration. The Learning Centre
also embodies Ken’s goals as a focus for
community celebrations, such as the New
Year’s Day Walk and the annual August
Walkalong, as well as a base for projects such
as permaculture, orchards and a working food
forest.
It was at the Learning Centre classroom
building that the Galiano Island community
and Ken’s wide network of family and friends
gathered for a celebration of his life, on
Thanksgiving Sunday. Ken’s daughters and his
wife Linda, together with the board of the
Galiano Conservancy, hosted a remembrance
in music, photos, films and maps of Ken’s life,
and have requested that in lieu of flowers that
donations be made in Ken’s name to the
ongoing work of the Galiano Conservancy.
University of Victoria professor Eric Higgs,
who has for the past three years taught a class
in restoration ecology at the Learning Centre,
said many students who knew Ken were
overcome with grief. ‘In tragedy is strength,
too,’ remarked Higgs. ‘There are so many
remarkable people connected to the
conservancy who will take forward to future
generations Ken’s vision of community-led
restoration and conservation.’ 0
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Photo: Dan Robson
On September 23, three commissioners were recognized for six years of service on the
Southern Gulf Islands Harbours Commission. The paddles presented were designed and
created by artist Wayne Thomas of Mayne Island. Commission members are appointed by the
CRD to represent the local interest of public docks for Saturna, Mayne, Galiano, North Pender,
South Pender and Piers. (L to R: Dave Howe, CRD Director; Bryce Young, Piers; Sheila Midgley,
Galiano; Mike Callendar, South Pender; Carl Bunnin, Chair, Mayne Island)

Great Canadian Shoreline Clean-up

The 2015 Great Canadian Shoreline Clean-up
began with a September 19 clean-up in
Vancouver, at Iona Beach Park in the
Richmond area. This year alone there are 762
clean-ups registered in BC alone, according to
a government news release. Beach clean-ups
will continue until November 30.
Last year, 22,462 BC residents registered to
take part in the events, and cleaned 1,136 km
of
beaches.
Learn
more
at:
www.shorelinecleanup.ca/. Living Oceans
Society and some twenty volunteers gathered
five metric tonnes of marine debris from
remote shorelines of northern Vancouver
Island. They helicoptered the waste from the
beaches. Almost all of it was branded with
manufacturer’s marks from Japan and is
estimated to have been washed to sea in the
2011 Tohoku tsunami. The clean-ups were in

Cape Scott, Lanz, and Cox Provinicial Parks.
Meanwhile in Tofino, Flotsam artist Peter
Clarkson is creating artworks with some of the
colourful, astonishing pieces of Tsunami
debris. They are powerful statements. Lots of

pieces are hung on the walls of Jamie’s
Whaling Station new motel acquisition,
Jamie’s Rainforest Inn. Pete says, ‘Making art
from marine debris came about shortly after I
moved to Tofino to work as a park warden at

ROUND THE ISLANDS, please turn to page 10
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Global Warming: Comox Glacier 2015

riting about recreational fishing and hunting plus
many other recreational pursuits in the outdoors will
be a growing challenge with the uncertainties
brought on by climate change and global warming.
In 2014 in my November 13 Island Tides column I ran a
double picture of the Comox Glacier, taken by Fred Fern, that
showed the melt from September 26, 2013 to September 26,
2014. Thanks to the generous support from Fred Fern and his
friend Will Lebus we now have a three-tiered photo of the
Comox Glacier, featured on the front page from September
2013, 2014, and 2015. All three photos were taken from the
observation stand on the Dike Road near the end of September.
If you take a few minutes and examine them carefully you will
see a startling amount of ice loss from 2013 to 2015.
At the present rate of melting and with the developing El
Nino this winter, I respectfully suggest that not very much of
the glacier will exist after 2018. The loss of the cooling effect of
the glacial melt water on Comox Lake and the Puntledge River
will a have direct impact on the ability of our salmon
populations to survive. With a real possibility of recurring
drought we may face serious water problems not unlike those

News Shorts

Fossil Fuel Divestment now
$2.6 trillion

A year ago, international commitments to
divestment of investments from fossil fuel
companies totalled $50 billion, mostly from
NGOs, foundations, and universities, where
student action had pressured administrations
to join the divestment movement. Divestment
was concentrated in the US.
Last year, promoters of divestment set an
objective of $150 billion by December 2015—
when COP21 is to be convened in Paris. That
target has gone by the wayside. Currently,
some $2.6 trillion in investments has been
committed to divestment, as large investors
came to realize that climate change would
decrease the value of fossil fuel assets
worldwide. And portfolios of clean energy
assets started to outperform portfolios of
traditional energy companies. Divestment
commitments are now 95% in pension funds
and institutional investments, a remarkably
rapid turnaround for funds which have always
been identified as conservative. Foundation
divestment pledges now total $110 billion; the

currently being faced by California. We have a real possibility
of losing much of our forest lands to insect attacks and climate
change affecting the forests ability to survive the new climate.
World leaders at United Nations General Assembly,
currently holding their 70th meeting, have made some of the
following comments.
President Obama wants world leaders to focus on the fight
against world poverty and climate change. After addressing the
General Assembly, Obama had a one-on-one meeting with
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi whom the president
considers a prime leader in forging a meaningful agreement on
climate change by the end of the year.
French president Francois Holland began his address talking
about climate change.
Chinese President Xi Jinping said China stands ready to
meet environmental goals, but he urged more developed
countries ‘to fulfil their historic role in helping developing
countries mitigate and adapt’ to climate change. Mr Putin in his
speech said the following: ‘Ladies and Gentlemen—the issues
in the future of all people include the challenge of global climate
change.’

University of California committed $98 billion;
Bill Gates committed $2 billion to renewables.
The trend is worldwide; the US is still the
leader, but with only 57% of divestment this
year; Canada is second.

Clayoquot salmon farm
blocked by Ahousat First
Nation

Ahousat First Nation members have blocked a
new salmon farm in Clayoquot Sound on
Vancouver Island. When the floating
structures for the new farm were anchored off
Flores Island in early September, members of
the Ahousat First Nation tied up their boats
and set up their tents on the catwalks in
occupation.
It was wet and windy. Cermaq, the Norwaybased fish farm company that owned the farm,
were told that they were trespassing, and their
access was blocked. (Reportedly, Cermaq has
recently been sold to the Japanese
conglomerate Mitsubishi.)
Two weeks later, Cermaq dismantled the
farm and towed it away.
This would have been Cermaq’s sixteenth
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- Ralph Shaw

To me it raises a frightening vision when the Prime Minister
of the second largest country in the world—Canada—chooses
not to attend this United Nations General Assembly or
comment on the problems of global change and climate
warming.
We have the longest coastline of any country in the world
surrounded by three oceans that are becoming more acidic due
to absorbing growing amounts of carbon-dioxide.
From the perspective of fresh, clean water Canada is one of
the richest nations on the planet. We have a small population
with access to abundant recreational fishing and hunting
resources as prime sources of producing local, clean, natural
food.
We are in the middle of a national election in Canada and,
aside from Green Party Leader Elizabeth May, I have not read
or heard any significant comments on global warming or
climate change from Mr Harper, Mr Trudeau, or Mr Mulclair.
The election seems to focus on the problems of the oil
industry in a world that is trying to free itself from the death
sentence of too much production of carbon-dioxide polluting
our oceans and the atmosphere. 0

farm in Clayoquot Sound. Salmon scientist
Alexandra Morton, who was part of the
occupation, was quoted as saying that this was
the first salmon farm that has been pulled out
because of protestors.

Union of BC Municipalities
calls for halt on Site C dam

The Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM) has
passed multiple resolutions calling for a delay
on Site C dam construction pending more
review and consultation on impacts, according
to several elected officials who attended the
UBCM’s 2015 convention.
The newly-passed resolutions echo the
recommendation
from
the
joint
federal/provincial review panel that assessed
the Site C dam, which stated in its final report
that the project should be referred to the
BCUC. Another resolution passed by the
UBCM this week calls on the BC government
to rescind the Order in Council that excluded
Site C dam reservoir lands from the
Agricultural Land Reserve.

National Consortium election
debate cancelled

The national broadcast consortium’s election
debate, previously scheduled to take place on
October 8, was cancelled after Conservative
leader Stephen Harper refused to attend and
Tom Mulcair, leader of the NDP, followed him.
The consortium includes some of Canada’s
biggest broadcasters—CBC, CTV and Global
News—and has traditionally hosted the
Canadian election’s debates. According to
Global News, 11 million people across Canada
watched the consortium’s English language
debate in 2011. This year’s Maclean’s debate
only had a viewship of around 1.5 million,
while the Globe and Mail debate had an
audience of only 400,000.

Science stranger than fiction

The Nobel Prize in Physics 2015 recognises
Takaaki Kajita in Japan and Arthur B.
McDonald in Canada, for their key
contributions to the experiments which
demonstrated that neutrinos change identities.
This metamorphosis requires that neutrinos
have mass. The discovery has changed our
understanding of the innermost workings of
matter and can prove crucial to our view of the
universe.
Around the turn of the millennium, Takaaki
Kajita presented the discovery that neutrinos
from the atmosphere switch between two
identities on their way to the SuperKamiokande detector in Japan.
Meanwhile, the research group in Canada
led by Arthur B McDonald could demonstrate
that the neutrinos from the Sun were not
disappearing on their way to Earth. Instead
they were captured with a different identity
when arriving to the Sudbury Neutrino
Observatory.

BC Ferries juggles ships to
cover Burnaby repairs

It’s not often that BC Ferries has to rearrange
routes for several ships. But the Queen of
Burnaby must be drydocked to repair a
propellor hub. This is scheduled for October 15,
and is expected to take ‘several days’.
Island Sky, which usually sails between

Earls Cove and Saltery Bay on the Sunshine
Coast, will cover Queen of Burnaby’s normal
schedule between Comox and Powell River
from the evening of October 14 through late
November.
Bowen Queen will cover the normal
schedule between Earls Cove and Saltery Bay
from mid-day on October 14 through late
November.
After the repairs to Queen of Burnaby are
complete, she will replace Queen of Nanaimo
on the Tsawwassen–Gulf Islands route on
October 19 while Queen of Nanaimo goes in
for her annual refit, which is expected to take
until late November. The regular schedule will
be maintained.

Steelhead projects get NEB
export licences

Steelhead LNG has announced that the
National Energy Board has granted export
licences for their two projects, at Bamberton in
Saanich Inlet, and at Sarita Bay on the west
coast of Vancouver Island. The Bamberton
project, which is a joint venture with the
Malahat First Nation, has an export license for
up to 6 million tonnes of LNG per year for 25
years. The Sarita Bay project, a joint venture
with the Huu-ay-aht First Nation, is licensed
for 24 million tonnes of LNG per year for 25
years.
The gas is planned to reach Vancouver
Island through a new pipeline to be laid
underwater through the Gulf Islands;
Steelhead has signed an agreement with
Williams subsidiary Northwest Pipeline LLC
to start the design and approval process.
Steelhead also reports that it has signed a prefront end agreement with Hoegh LNG for
engineering and design work for Malahat
LNG.

Restoring federal
infrastructure funding for BC
Ferries

An NDP Government would allow BC Ferries
and the province of British Columbia to access
federal funding for ferry infrastructure,
terminals, fleet upgrades and new vessels, says
NDP Candidate Sheila Malcolmson, candidate
for Nanaimo-Ladysmith. ‘We will make ferry
infrastructure, including terminals and fleets,
an eligible category for federal funding under
the New Building Canada Fund,’ she says.
‘Skyrocketing fare increases and service
cuts from BC Ferries need to be addressed at a
federal level. Ferries are the transportation
backbone of Vancouver Island and people in
our communities depend on them for travel,
work, jobs and our economy.’
Malcolmson noted that earlier this month,
outgoing Harper minister John Duncan
insisted that Ottawa would never consider
support for the BC ferry system.
‘Islanders have had enough of this neglect
from the Conservative government,’ said
Malcolmson. ‘As Chair of the Islands Trust
Council, I spent six years pushing for improved
ferry service and keeping ferry costs affordable
for area residents and tourists.
‘During this election I have heard again and
again from people and businesses here that
fare hikes are hurting the local economy.’ 0
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What Your Candidates Say

This edition, Island Tides asks its final question: Canada will be attending ‘Conference of The Parties 21’ in Paris from Nov 30
to Dec 11. The global conference’s aim is, ‘to reach, for the first time, a universal, legally binding agreement that will enable us to combat climate change
effectively and boost the transition towards resilient, low-carbon societies and economies’.What should Canada’s position be?

Rachel Blaney, North Island-Powell River (NDP)
The NDP are committed to urgent climate actions that
independent environmental groups have ranked as the most
aggressive among all federal parties. As Prime Minister, Tom
Mulcair will personally attend the Paris conference and
commit Canada to GHG reductions of 34% below 1990 levels
by 2025, and 80% reductions by 2050. We will achieve these
targets through a national program involving all provinces and
all sectors, investing billions in public transit and conservation
retrofits, redirecting fossil fuel subsidies to renewable energy,
and creating a $4.5 billion ‘Green Bond’ safe investment
vehicle. The Harper Conservatives were the only national
government to pull out of the Kyoto Accord, have ignored
climate change science, and have reneged on our international
obligations. The only way to take real action on climate change
is to defeat the Harper Conservatives and change the
government. The NDP will do that.
Alicia Cormier, Saanich-Gulf Islands (NDP)
The NDP are committed to urgent climate actions that
independent environmental group Environmental Defence
has ranked as the most aggressive among all federal parties.
As Prime Minister, Tom Mulcair will personally attend the
Paris conference and commit Canada to GHG reductions of
34% below 1990 levels by 2025, and 80% reductions by 2050.
We will achieve these targets by directly regulating emissions
in every sector, investing billions in public transit and
conservation retrofits, redirecting fossil fuel subsidies to
renewable energy, and creating a $4.5 billion ‘Green Bond’ safe
investment vehicle. The Harper Conservatives were the only
national government to pull out of the Kyoto Accord, and have
relentlessly promoted fossil fuels, reneging on our
international obligations and distorting and weakening our
economy. The Liberals, who signed Kyoto and then ignored it,
still have not committed to binding targets and will only
discuss them with the provinces after the Paris talks.
Randall Garrison, Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke (NDP)
We are just one election away from electing a Prime Minister
who will go to Paris in November to make Canada a world
leader in the fight against climate change. At those talks, Tom
Mulcair will commit Canada to GHG reductions of 34% below
1990 levels by 2025, and 80% reductions by 2050. We will
achieve these targets through a national cap and trade program
covering all provinces and all sectors, and by investing in public
transit and conservation retrofits, redirecting fossil fuel
subsidies to renewable energy, and creating a $4.5 billion
‘Green Bond’ investment fund. The Harper Conservatives are
the only national government to pull out of the Kyoto Accord.
Over the last decade they have ignored climate change science,
and have reneged on our international obligations. The only
way to take real action on climate change is to defeat the
Harper Conservatives and elect an NDP government.
Gord John, Courtenary-Alberni (NDP)
The NDP understands the urgency of taking the kinds of
aggressive actions that are necessary in dealing with climate
change. I support committing Canada at the Paris conference
to GHG reductions of 34% below 1990 levels by 2025, and
80% reductions by 2050. These targets will be achieved in
collaboration with the provinces and all sectors, investing
billions in public transit and conservation retrofits, redirecting
fossil fuel subsidies to renewable energy, and creating a $4.5
billion ‘Green Bond’ safe investment vehicle. The Harper
Conservatives were the only national government to pull out
of the Kyoto Accord, have ignored climate change science, and
failed to live up to our international obligations. Clearly, the
only way to take real and meaningful action on climate change
is to defeat the Harper Conservatives and change the
government. The NDP is the only party in Courtenay-Alberni
that is in a position to do this.

Tim Kane, Saanich-Gulf Islands (Liberal)
Liberals are serious about climate change. We will fulfill our
G-20 commitment to phase out subsidies for the fossil fuel
industry.
In the void left by Conservative inaction, the provinces have
moved ahead with their own strategies. We can’t simply usurp
those strategies and impose a federal plan on them.
Justin Trudeau will attend the Paris conference, and he’ll
invite all Premiers. Within 90 days he will hold a First

Ministers’ meeting to set real, achievable national GHG
reduction targets.
We are years behind other nations in setting targets and
taking action. For four years we’ve had Elizabeth May as our
MP. While she has been vocal about climate change, we need
to do more than shout from the sidelines.
We need to elect a government that is committed to real
change. That means electing 170 Federal Liberal MPs and I
hope to be one of them.
Frances Litman, Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke (Green)
The climate crisis is the biggest challenge that Canada, and the
world, faces. Canada must attend and fully participate, and
help to bring meaningful action to avoid catastrophic global
warming. Our children and our planet deserve no less. Canada
must push for rapid movement towards a fossil fuel free
economy, with targets of 40% reduction of our GHGs below
2005 levels by 2025, and 80% reduction by 2050. These
targets are ambitious yet realistic, and allow for the creation of
a strong economy based on innovation and renewable energy.
Only Green MPs will position our economy to reap the full
benefits of the inevitable global shift to a fossil-fuel free economy.
Alistair MacGregor, Cowichan-Malahat-Langford (NDP)
The NDP are committed to urgent climate actions that
independent environmental groups have ranked as the most
aggressive among all federal parties. As Prime Minister, Tom
Mulcair will personally attend the Paris conference and commit
Canada to GHG reductions of 34% below 1990 levels by 2025,
and 80% reductions by 2050. We will achieve these targets
through a national program involving all provinces and all
sectors, investing billions in public transit and conservation
retrofits, redirecting fossil fuel subsidies to renewable energy,
and creating a $4.5 billion ‘Green Bond’ safe investment vehicle.
The Conservatives pulled out of the Kyoto Accord, ignored
climate change science, and have reneged on our international
obligations.
Climate change will be the defining issue of the 21st century.
The only way to take real action on this issue is to defeat the
Harper Conservatives and elect a progressive NDP
government with a strong environmental focus.
Sheila Malcolmson, Nanaimo-Ladysmith (NDP)
As Islands Trust Council Chair, I’ve pressed hard on oil spill risk,
climate change, and protecting vulnerable ecosystems. I’m
proud to be running for the NDP, which is committed to urgent
climate change actions. Tom Mulcair, as Prime Minister, will
personally attend the Paris conference and will commit Canada
to GHG reductions of 34 per cent below 1990 levels by 2025.
We will meet our climate targets by redirecting fossil fuel
subsidies to renewable energy, We will invest billions in public
transit and conservation retrofits, creating a $4.5 billion ‘Green
Bond’ safe investment vehicle.
The Harper Conservatives have ignored climate change
science and clean technology opportunities that could boost
our local economy here in Nanaimo-Ladysmith. That is why
the best action we can take on climate change is to defeat the
Harper Conservatives and bring a plan for climate action and
change to Ottawa and then on to Paris.
Paul Manly, Nanaimo-Ladysmith (Green)
Canada must become a leader in global climate negotiations,
instead of being a laggard. The Green Party has a climate and
energy strategy with strong targets and a clear plan for shifting
from fossil fuels to renewable energy.
Greens would go to Paris with an offer to cut emissions 40
per cent below 2005 levels by 2025, with the ultimate goal of
reducing them by 80 per cent below 1990 levels in 2050.
We would do that by first getting rid of the more than $1
billion dollars in annual subsidies for fossil fuels, and investing
in renewable energy development instead.
Another key part of our plan is to establish a carbon fee and
dividend system, placing a fee on carbon at its source and
paying the funds generated directly to Canadians.
Finally, we must upgrade our aging infrastructure to reduce
energy waste and improve access to renewables nationwide.

Elizabeth May, Saanich-Gulf Islands (Green)
As the only opposition MP to attend climate negotiations in
this Parliament, I have a deep sense of disquiet that
negotiations lack sufficient political will to meet the required
reductions in GHG. For civilization to survive, we must avoid

2ºC global average temperature increase above pre-Industrial
Revolution levels. This target was accepted globally in
Copenhagen in 2009, but progress has been halting; in Canada
it has been non-existent. My ambition for COP21’s deadline
negotiations extend beyond our domestic performance. We
must significantly increase our own targets—from Harper’s
current 30% below 2005 levels by 2030 to the Greens pledge
of 40% below 2005 levels by 2025 with an 80% cut below 1990
levels by 2050. We must increase our commitment to the
Green Climate Fund with $500 million/year.
We must hit the ground running to forge new and more
ambitious strategies working to avoid 1.5ºC.

Carrie Powell-Davidson, Courtenay-Alberni (Liberal)
A Liberal government will attend the Paris climate conference
and within 90 days hold a First Ministers meeting to work
together on a framework for combating climate change and
reducing Canada’s carbon emissions.
We will partner with provinces and territories to establish
national emissions-reduction targets and ensure that they have
targeted federal funding and the flexibility to design their own
policies to meet these commitments, including their own carbon
pricing policies. We will also phase out subsidies for the fossil
fuel industry in order to fulfill Canada’s G-20 commitment and
we will work with the US and Mexico to develop an ambitious
NA clean energy and environmental agreement.
Jo-Ann Roberts, Victoria (Green)
Climate change is the biggest challenge of our times. Yet
Canada’s emission reduction targets are the weakest of the G7
nations. Canada has failed to meet its targets under the
Copenhagen Accord, we have unilaterally withdrawn from
Kyoto, and we have received the fossil of the year award
multiple times (an award given to countries actively
obstructing climate action). Canada needs to be a leader, not
an antagonist, in providing effective climate leadership. The
Green Party has a solid plan that will reduce our emissions by
40% below 2005 levels by 2025. We have the knowledge and
resources to be doing more, we have an abundance of clean
energy potential at our fingertips, we just need the leadership.
At this COP the Green Party wants Canada to reclaim its place
as the natural leader for multilateral cooperation.

Brenda Sayers, North Island-Powell River (Green)
COP21 represents the last, best and only chance for humanity
to avert a climate crisis and to prevent runaway global
warming.
Only by electing Green Members of Parliament can we
ensure Canada can lead in these critical negotiations. Our MPs
will always work across party lines, because we understand the
only way to make progress is through cooperation and mutual
respect.
With the old parties’ support for new pipelines, increased
tanker traffic, and expanded oil sands production, only Green
MPs will show the way with realistic and pragmatic climate
leadership. We will restore Canada’s role as a leader.
Our Carbon Fee and Dividend Plan will place a fee on carbon,
and pay the funds it generates directly to every Canadian over
age 18 in the form of an annual carbon dividend. This plan will
defend our climate, diversify our energy mix, grow our economy,
and ensure energy security for Canadians.
Tim Tessier, Nanaimo-Ladysmith (Liberal)
Liberals will establish national emissions-reduction targets,
and ensure targeted federal funding and the flexibility to meet
these commitments. These targets must recognize the
economic cost and catastrophic impact that an increase in
global temperatures would represent, as well as the need for
Canada to prevent that from happening.
Partnering with the provinces and territories, we will create
a new Low Carbon Economy Trust with $2 billion in our
mandate. The Trust will provide funding to projects that reduce
carbon emissions under the new pan-Canadian framework.
We will protect our communities from the challenges of
climate change and grow our economy by making significant
new investments in green infrastructure.
We will fulfill our G20 commitment and phase out
subsidies for the fossil fuel industry over the medium-term.
We will also work with the United States and Mexico to
develop an ambitious North American clean energy and
environmental agreement.

Over the last three months, Island Tides diligently emailed our series of questions and the resulting pages to all contactable electoral district associations
and contactable candidates (including Conservatives) in: Courtenay-Alberni, Cowichan-Malahat-Langford, Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke, Nanaimo-Ladysmith,
North Island-Powell River, Saanich-Gulf Islands,Victoria (Rachel Blaney, Alicia Cormier, John Duncan, Randall Garrison, Fran Hunt-Jinnouchi, Gord Johns,
Tim Kane, Frances Litman, Shari Lukens, Mark MacDonald,Alistair MacGregor, Sheila Malcolmson, Paul Manly, Maria Manna, Elizabeth May, David Merner,
Carrie Powell-Davidson, Murray Rankin, Jo-Ann Roberts, Brenda Sayers, Peter Schwarzhoff, Laura Smith, Glenn Sollitt,Tim Tessier, Cheryl Thomas;
Conservative, Liberal, Green and NDP electoral district associations in all ridings above). All the responses we received for this edition are above.
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Canadian society affected by anti-terrorism laws

errorism is rapidly emerging as a serious problem for
the west. In Canada now, if you are convicted of a
terrorism related act, and you are a naturalized
Canadian, you could be sent back to where you came from, no
matter where that was. This is the effect of combining the
application of section 83 of the Criminal Code (which defines
crimes of terrorism), with some parts of Bill C-51, and with the
provisions of Bill C-24, which covers the revocation of Canadian
citizenship. Well and good, but there are some other,
unintended effects; it may set a trend of curtailing citizens rights
and also affect Canadians’ perception of citizenship.

Regulation of Terrorism

Section 83 of the Criminal Code itemizes a wide range of
offences which arise from carrying out, assisting in, planning,
financing, encouraging or any other involvement in a terrorist
act, whether or not the act is actually executed. Conviction
carries prison terms up to life imprisonment.
The Criminal Code now includes an amendment from Bill
C-51, which makes it a crime for ‘Every person who, by
communicating statements, knowingly advocates or promotes
the commission of terrorism offences in general—other than an
offence under this section—while knowing that any of those
offences will be committed or being reckless as to whether any
of those offences may be committed, as a result of such
communication, can be imprisoned for up to five years’.
The Security of Canada Information Sharing Act, also part
of Bill C-51, provides an extensive list of activities which could
be identified as the objectives of terrorism. Listed below are the
conditions which would justify the sharing of personal
information among seventeen government departments. This
list also provides an insight into how the government sees the
broad intent of Bill C-51:
…activity that undermines the security of Canada’ any
activity, including any of the following activities, if it
undermines the sovereignty, security or territorial integrity
of Canada or the lives or the security of the people of Canada:
(a) interference with the capability of the Government of
Canada in relation to intelligence, defence, border
operations, public safety, the administration of justice,
diplomatic or consular relations, or the economic or
financial stability of Canada;
(b) changing or unduly influencing a government in
Canada by force or unlawful means;
(c) espionage, sabotage or covert foreign-influenced
activities;
(d) terrorism;
(e) proliferation of nuclear, chemical, radiological or
biological weapons;
(f) interference with critical infrastructure;
(g) interference with the global information infrastructure,
as defined in section 273.61 of the National Defence Act;
(h) an activity that causes serious harm to a person or their
property because of that person’s association with
Canada; and
(i) an activity that takes place in Canada and undermines
the security of another state.
For greater certainty, it does not include lawful advocacy,
protest, dissent and artistic expression.

Broad Definition of Citizenship

Most countries have complex rules covering how and when one
can acquire or lose citizenship, for residents, as well as citizens
who are born in, or who live in, another country.
A United Nations Convention on the Reduction of
Statelessness, to which Canada is a signatory, bars countries
from revoking citizenship if the result would be to make an
individual stateless: that is, with no citizenship in any nation.

ROUND THE ISLANDS from page 7

Long Beach in Pacific Rim National Park. I love beachcombing,
but was unprepared for the volume and variety of marine debris
washing up in the park. After spending most of my life working
in some of Canada’s most pristine wilderness areas, it was a
harsh awakening. Yet, as I sifted through the bizarre assortment
of flotsam and jetsam, I was often struck by the inherent beauty
of the objects I was finding.’ Check him out at:
peteclarkson.com/artist.

On Foot To The Gulf Islands

BC Ferries foot passenger reservation service from Tsawwassen
to Salt Spring and the Southern Gulf Islands will continue
through the winter to March 31. To reserve, telephone 1-888BCFERRY (1-888-223-3779), or visit the BC Ferries Vacations
Centre at 1010 Canada Place in downtown Vancouver.
Full fare is payable in advance, and is non-refundable, but
there is no fee for reservations or changes. You can make
reservations up to two hours before your planned sailing, and
you must check in at least 30 minutes before sailing time.
Part of the capacity on the vessel will be allocated for foot
passenger reservations. However, there is likely to be space for
unreserved walk-on passengers, who can purchase their tickets
at the terminal prior to sailing time as usual.

Mayne Lions Salmon BBQ - Allan Evans

The weather gods were scowling when the day dawned on
September 6, the day of the Lions Club’s annual salmon
barbecue, but they soon relented. The sun came out and by

- Patrick Brown

Bill C-24 gives the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration
the power to revoke the Canadian citizenship of anyone
convicted of a Criminal Code terrorism offence (or an
equivalent offence in another country) and sentenced to at least
five years in prison.
The recent case of convicted terrorist Saad Gaya, who was
born in Canada, illustrates the Canadian government’s broad
interpretation of the UN Convention; the Minister has taken the
position that Gaya is eligible for Pakistani citizenship; and
therefore his Canadian citizenship may be revoked.
Legislation does not provide for any appeal of the Minister’s
decision. So, Gaya is challenging the Minister’s decision in
Federal Court under the Charter of Rights and Freedoms as
‘cruel and unusual punishment’.
As well as having implications for Canadian citizens who
hold dual citizenship, this new interpretation including
eligibility for foreign citizenship could become problematic for
many Canadians. Especially the large group who may be
entitled to US or British citizenship. Far-fetched, you say, read
on.

At Government’s Discretion?

The extensive provisions of the Criminal Code’s Section 83,
combined with the extensive but vague definitions of prohibited
activities in Bill C-51, are capable of wide interpretation. For
examples, consider the meaning of: ‘knowingly advocates or
promotes the commission of terrorism offences in general’ or
of ‘interference … with the economic or financial stability of
Canada’; or of ‘lawful (which jurisdiction’s laws?) advocacy,
protest, dissent and artistic expression’
And what constitutes ‘critical infrastructure’? Pipelines? This
gives the government considerable discretion as to who may be
pursued and prosecuted, what they may be charged with, and
what type of evidence may be presented.
The Minister’s broad interpretation of Bill C-24 and the UN
Statelessness Convention presents the government with a
similar level of discretion in determining who may have their
citizenship revoked and where they may be deported to. The
only way to avoid revocation is to prove that one is not a citizen
of any other country; an almost impossible task.
Because there is no provision for judicial appeal, there may
not be opportunity for the courts to review the Minister’s
decisions. An expensive appeal under the Charter of Rights and
Freedom may be the only recourse.

Two-Tiered Citizenship

The Minister cannot deport a Canadian who was born in
Canada and has no discernable ties to any other country.
However, very large number of Canadians are immigrants from
elsewhere or their parents were, and this has given rise to
justifiable complaints that Bill C-24 creates two-tiered
citizenship; those who ‘really’ are Canadian and the rest of us.
For many immigrant Canadians, that citizenship was only
acquired at great cost and struggle, and is highly valued. Even if
the revocation would only apply to convicted terrorists, it is
devaluing the citizenship of all immigrant Canadians.
The combination of this legislation creates a ‘them’ and ‘us’
impression which makes immigrant Canadians feel less
accepted in the country in which they have chosen to live their
lives.
Will this particular legislation really be more effective in
combatting terrorism? Threat of citizenship revocation is
unlikely to have a salutory effect on terrorists but certainly puts
a divisive chill on Canadian society. Will this legislation be,
overall, good for Canada or Canadians? Is the chill on activities
or the two-tier effect a worthwhile price?
Are there not other ways to combat terrorism and its
underpinnings—a very major problem that needs to be dealt in
the west and on a global scale? 0
noon the crowds were lining up for their lunches of barbecued
salmon or pork tenderloin. This was the first year that we
offered pork medallions as an alternative to salmon, which is
not all taste buds welcome, and by all reports, the pork was
delicious. The pigs that made the ultimate sacrifice to make the
Lions BBQ a success deserve our gratitude, and so do the cooks
that roasted them.
The jazz programme offered by the David Enns Trio
attracted an eager audience. Salmon and jazz went well
together. However, the barbecued chicken that used to be an
alternative to salmon was missed, and the club received a letter
from two friends of the Lions, asking us to bring back the
chicken rotisserie. So next year it will be back, and the two
friends who expressed affection for it will have the opportunity
to cook with it.
Contrary to historical trend, I was lucky in the 222 Draw. So
was my wife, Eleanor. The big winner, however, was Nancy
Walker, wife of former Mayne Island Lion, Doug Walker. The
total yield from the draw goes to the Mayne Island Volunteer
Firefighters Association that is restoring the Old School House,
the oldest building on Mayne Island, which will take on new life
not only as a firefighters’ clubhouse but also as the new depot
for the Mayne Island Food Bank. The Food Bank has for years
used the St Mary Magdalene Church House as a depot, and the
church deserves gratitude for its service. But storage space there
is restricted, and the Food Bank has been looking for a new
RTI, please turn to next page
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Water

- Brian Crumblehulme

n every grocery store, office and kitchen, bottled water is
ubiquitous. The Organization for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD) represents 34 members of the
most materially advanced countries in the world. Canada is one
of them. Austria, Denmark, Iceland, Korea, New Zealand, and
UK are also on the list. Language aside, we could easily be at
home in any one of them, yet, according to StatsCan, Canadians,
per capita, consume 65% more water than any of the other
members including the USA. Some of this is a profligate use in
industry (mining, oil and gas), and use for farming,
manufacturing, washing cars and clothes, as well as for
drinking. Canadians drink 38% more water now than they did
15 years ago. We are simply drinking a whole lot more water
than earlier generations and it seems there are at least two
reasons for this.
First of all, bottled water is more profitable. Take an empty
bottle, fill it with free (or nearly free) water and sell it for a
thousand percent over cost. The North American market is
dominated by Danone, Coke and Nestle: all of them giant
corporations with very persuasive advertising. Soda pop sales,
meanwhile, have held steady or slowly declined in the last
decade, while tea, coffee, wine and other beverages continue to
grow faster than the population: someone is drinking a lot
In the south of France, much of the natural spring water is
influenced by the Massif Central, a large mountain range
containing lots of chalk from ancient seabeds. Consequently,
much of the drinking water contains high levels of minerals.
Since Roman times mineral baths and springs have been touted
as beneficial for health and to this day, that tradition is
maintained. French citizens can get prescriptions for a mineral
spa treatment for a variety of ailments.
Near Nantes, at the end of the Central Massif, lies the little
town of Vergeze and close by there is a mineral spring and a
colossal bottling plant. The spring, purchased for commercial
use a hundred years ago by one Dr Perrier, receives its water
from three aquifers. The principal one is common groundwater
filtered through sand and gravel beds. The second, a mineral
spring, is filtered through the chalk bodies of a zillion marine
fossils and is responsible for the fizz. The last spring is hot water
from a very deep well in the magma that brings its own
constellation of chemicals. These blended waters are industrially
filtered and re-carbonated before bottling.
Despite the enormous profits, pollution from any source can
kill sales very fast, so Perrier, now owned by Nestle, monitors
the water every 30 minutes with a team of chemists that
analyzes for organic material, mineral content and radioactivity,
according to the aquifer of origin. Then, just to be safe, Nestle
has bought up all the farmland in the region and planted organic
grapes and olives to minimize any potential pollution from
fertilizers and chemical sprays.
Increase in drinking water consumption has a lot to do with
marketing. According to the International Bottled Water
Association: ‘Between 1976 and 2013, bottled water grew at a
compounded annual growth rate of 9.5%, outdistancing every
other beverage category. On a per capita basis, in 1976 every
American drank 1.6 gallons of bottled water [per year]. In 2014
that figure is projected to be 34.2 gallons .’
That’s a 2,100% compounded increase.
Depending on which promotion you read, bottling
companies recommend two to two-and-half litres of water per
person per day, not including tea, coffee, juice, pop, milk, beer
and wine. Remember, a glass of wine containing 12% alcohol
still contains 88% water. According to WebMD, moderate
amounts of diuretics, such as caffeine or alcohol, are quickly
normalized by a healthy body.
For a second reason, I turn to StatsCan’s reports on water in
our diet. Namely, that the average Canadian has a diet that
‘leans heavily toward convenience food.’ So how does diet
influence thirst? I had to dig for this one.
It seems that the increasing industrial diet does indeed affect
water intake. In 2010 the European Food Safety Authority
(EFSA) published a report on diet and water consumption
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posted signage and lookout points
from Morro Bay, California, which
seems to be the southern most
migration point through Oregon
and California, to their northern
most points of travel in the summer.
This work is being done to raise
awareness about orcas throughout
their range and their great need for
protection including their food
sources and pollution free water—
like us!

All-Candidates

Sunday night, October 4, Saturna
held its All Candidates meeting and
potluck at the Community Hall.
Being together with the candidates
and their staffs is a wonderful way
to observe who is running and what
they look like under the normal
circumstances of eating and
conversing before the formality of
questions and answers.

I

eat a lot of fruit after I run. I find that hydrates me better than
just drinking water.
—Alison Sweeney, 2014

across age and gender in different European countries. What
they found is that dietary water comes from food (33% to 38%),
from beverages (49% to 55%) and from oxidation (12% to 13%.
Fresh fruit and vegetables contain naturally between 80% and
95% water, which is why some animals scarcely drink at all.
Soups, smoothies and blended whole foods are often 90%
water. Bakery-made foods (bread, pizzas, hamburgers, etc.)
contain ‘less than 40%’ water, while packaged chips and junk
food have almost none and in the latter case they are also loaded
with salt to make you thirsty.
The EFSA categorically states that ‘diets rich in vegetables
and fruit provide significant amounts of total water intake while
fast food products as a rule have low water contents.’ The second
source of dietary water are the whole range of beverages
including tea, coffee, milk drinks, pop, juice and so forth, that
usually exceed 95% water content.
The third source of dietary water comes from within. During
normal daily metabolism, the breakdown of sugar, fat and
protein from our diet also releases water. Usually referred to as
an oxidation reaction, the breakdown of sugar is our primary
source of energy. Proteins are oxidized to yield amino acids and
eventually uric acid, and fats are ‘burned’ to provide high energy
for vigorous exercise. All of these reactions release water. The
EFSA reckon the combined metabolic water is about a quarter
litre/day for a sedentary person and half litre/day for an active
individual.
Today, WebMD, and other Internet sites, still say there is ‘no
scientific evidence for a daily recommendation’ of dietary water.
They simply advise, ‘Drink when thirsty.’ In fact, with obesity
so much in the news, it is also true to say, that ‘When water is
part of the diet such as in oatmeal, soup or shakes, people eat
less.’ Apparently about a third of endurance athletes ‘drink too
much water.’
So how much water do we need? Because of variables in diet,
activity level, age, gender and so on, there is no simple answer
to this question. The Europeans tend toward a recommended
fluid intake of about 1.5 litres/day for a sedentary adult and 2
litres/day for most athletes. Typically, ‘a minimum water intake
of 1.5 litres/day has been set by the Netherlands, with a
maximum tolerable water intake of 10 litres/day without
changes in serum osmolarity.’ The Institute of Medicine simply
says you should, ‘let thirst be your guide.’
And therein lies another caveat. Older people tend to be less
physically active and sometimes less mentally active. Also, ‘the
elderly are at special risk of too low water intake due to loss of
thirst sensation and appetite.’ This means that the elderly,
especially those living alone, are more likely to eat and drink
less, thereby challenging their own health. In the days of our
grandparents, more time was devoted to socializing and by
having a cup of tea at home with friends or a pint of beer at the
local pub. Given that these social activities required a walk down
the road and back, a modicum of activity was also included.
Thirst quenching food: Fresh cucumbers are about 97%
water. If you leave them on the counter for few days, they will
prove that. Try cucumbers chopped in yogurt with a little fresh
mint, or simply dipped into a little honey with a pinch of salt.
Like cucumbers, watermelons also have a few minerals
dissolved inside and go well in salads with other fruit such as
apples, pineapples and nuts with a dusting of cayenne.
The ubiquitous tomato is 95% water, but a good fresh sunripened tomato packs a lot of minerals and phytonutrients. In
fact, almost all fresh fruit and vegetables are 90% or higher in
water, contain micronutrients and taste a whole lot better.
Liquid milk products are also very high in water, proteins,
carbohydrates, calcium and mineral electrolytes. A study at
McMaster University, published last year on sport drinks,
concluded that two hours after exercise, hydration recovery was
75% following milk, 60% following a power drink, and 50%
from water.
If all else fails, a bowl of fruit jelly will bring back that smile.
The other source of wisdom is commonsense. 0

We have held these meetings for
40 years that I know of and except
for one candidate, years ago, who
took the ferry to the wrong island
everyone has shown up.
This election Elizabeth May and
Alicia Cormier, Green and NDP,
were the only ones who came. Both
have shown up for sixteen
Saanich–Gulf
Islands
All
Candidates meetings with irregular
attendance by the other two
candidates.
Fifty people had a lot of good
questions—you learn so much from
everyone’s points of concern. Both
candidates agreed that the
corporately owned media is
controlling the national discussions
and that Canadians have a much
wider range of real concerns that
are not getting discussed. The
evening was well worth the effort. 0
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outlet where it can operate. I don’t know the exact
amount that the Volunteer Firefighters received
from the Lions 222 draw—though I think that I
may have co-signed the cheque. But it should make
a difference, and the Old Schoolhouse will be a
welcome community resource.

Sail(ish) Film Features Gulf Islands

Local folk musician Luke Wallace has teamed up
with filmmaker Ali Harris to create the short
documentary Sail(ish). The film tells the story of
this summer’s Salish Sea Tour, a journey that took
six environmentalists through the waters of the
Salish Sea to raise awareness of Kinder Morgan
pipeline expansion and demand a transition
toward renewable energy. Members of the tour
visited Vancouver, Richmond, Salt Spring, Pender
and Victoria.
In collaboration with the Salish Sea Keepers,
Tanker Free BC, the Wilderness Committee and
Common Energy UBC, Wallace and Harris seek to
raise awareness about the risks of increased tanker
traffic during the lead up to the federal election. 0
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‘It's Never Too Late’
Says Climate Scientist
Frants Attorp

If you are worried the Earth’s climate is about to reach a tipping
point and flip into a super-heated state that does not support
life, take heart, for one of Canada’s top climate scientists has
some words of encouragement: ‘It isn’t going to happen. We
know of no point at which it is too late.’ He does add, however,
that immediate steps must be taken to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions if we are to avoid some pretty ugly outcomes here on
the blue dot planet.
Dr Andrew Weaver, an award-winning climate scientist
who was elected as British Columbia’s first Green MLA in 2013,
says there is ‘no basis in science’ for the concept of runaway
climate change and any claim to the contrary is ‘pure alarmism’.
‘Earth cannot turn into a Venus,’ he asserts. ‘It’s too far from
the Sun.’
Venus, the hottest planet in the solar system, is hypothesized
to have experienced rapid climate change that boiled off all its
water and left it with lead-melting temperatures and an
atmosphere that is 96% carbon dioxide.
For years, concerns have been expressed by various
environmental groups and climate organizations that a similar
scenario could unfold on Earth. Continued heating, it is argued,
could result in positive feedbacks, such as the melting of the ice
cap and the tundra, which in turn would set off a methane timebomb and trigger rapid, catastrophic global warming.
These fears stem, at least in part, from the scientific
community itself. In 2009, NASA's James Hansen, the world's
most recognized climate scientist, wrote: ‘If we burn all reserves
of oil, gas, and coal, there is a substantial chance we will initiate
the runaway greenhouse. If we also burn the tar sands and tar
shale, I believe the Venus syndrome is a dead certainty.’
Professor Colin Goldblatt, one of Weaver’s colleagues at the
University of Victoria, is not so quick to rule out runaway global
warming. Although he deems such an event highly unlikely, he
says ‘our understanding of the dynamics, thermodynamics,
radiative transfer and cloud physics of hot and steamy
atmospheres is weak.’
Weaver acknowledges scientists are learning more all the
time, but insists the causes and consequences of global
warming are well understood: ‘More science is not needed
before we take action. We’ve had the basics for decades and
know what to do.’
According to Weaver, there will be a continual worsening of
conditions hospitable to humans and other life forms. Time is
not on our side as we are already witnessing dramatic changes
in weather patterns. This summer’s drought, windstorm and
forest fires in BC are but harbingers of what lies ahead.
While there is a general consensus among nations that a
two-degree warming is the threshold for dangerous climate
change, Weaver warns that line in the sand was drawn by
politicians, not scientists.
‘The globe has warmed by an average of almost one degree
since pre-industrial times and the upward trend is locked in for
the foreseeable future. ‘Humans are little more than gnats in
the grand scheme of things,’ he muses. ‘We are in the midst of
a major extinction event, and although life will continue, we
have some important decisions to make.’ 0
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dollar benefits would amount to $2.5 billion the first year, $5
billion the second year, and so on. There are substantial
benefits both on and off the balance sheet.
Are renewables too expensive? Some research shows that
fostering clean technologies is already a better economic
investment than expanding the tar sands, fracking fields, and
pipelines, which will create more stranded assets (unburnable
carbon).
Canadians who are barely getting by will be the first to feel
the pinch when the cost of food rises due to drought, ocean
dead zones, etc. They will also suffer when programs are cut as
a result of our governments’ choices to invest in today’s
‘typewriter industry’ (fossil fuels) while today’s ‘computer
industry’ (renewables) is emerging.
I can’t vote for the Conservatives, whose primary focus is
growth of the very industry we must wind down. I believe it is
possible to stand for environmental protection and the
economy, but I’m suspicious of parties who try to appear to be
in favour of fossil fuel growth and effective climate action. NDP
candidate Linda McQuaig was right: most Canadian fossil fuels
have to stay in the ground. The world can’t afford to burn them.
Unfortunately, that this is not NDP party policy, nor Liberal
policy.
October 19 could be a big day in the transition to a new
Canadian economy. There’s a chance we’ll move toward a
carbon price of at least $50 per tonne; an end to Canadian
subsidies of fossil fuels; efficiency retrofits for building, energy
and transportation systems (to replace planned pipelines,
Site–C, LNG, etc.). A new prime minister and a step toward
official party status for the Greens is key. In certain ridings, an
opportunity exists to send evidence-based climate positions to
The House of Commons without the vote splitting that created
the Harper government. I have my fingers crossed.
Bob Landell, Victoria 0
www.islandtides.com
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Drop, cover, and hold on! The Great BC ShakeOut drill is October 15
Brigitte Prochaska, Emergency Program Coordinator, Southern Gulf Islands
e must get better prepared before
the next big earthquake. The Great
British Columbia ShakeOut, held on
the 3rd Thursday of every October at 10:15 am,
is a locally-driven, province wide Drop, Cover,
and Hold On drill, organized to encourage
individuals, families, schools, businesses and
communities to practice earthquake safety as
well as review and update emergency
preparedness plans and supplies.
So why is it important to do Drop, Cover,
and Hold On drills? To react quickly you must
practice often. You may only have seconds to
protect yourself in an earthquake, before
strong shaking knocks you down—or drops
something on you. Practicing helps you be
ready to respond.
If you are inside a building, move no more
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than a few steps, then Drop, Cover and Hold
On:
• DROP to the ground (before the
earthquake drops you!),
• Take COVER by getting under a sturdy
desk or table, and
• HOLD ON to it until the shaking stops.
Stay indoors till the shaking stops and you
are sure it is safe to exit. In most buildings in
BC you are safer if you stay where you are until
the shaking stops.
If you are outdoors when the shaking starts,
you should find a clear spot away from
buildings, trees, streetlights, and power lines,
then Drop, Cover and Hold On. Stay there until
the shaking stops. If you are driving, pull over
to a clear location, stop and stay there with your
seatbelt fastened until the shaking stops. Then
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Applications for 2015-16
Recreation Grants are due
Oct 31/15
Forms can be obtained from
* PIPRC folder in Pender Realty or
* online from the PIPRC website
crd.bc.ca/Penderparks
Or email penderparks@crd.bc.ca
Or peter.pare@hli.ubc.ca
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Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Full: October 27
New: November 11

The Water System Experts
Since 1972
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occurred during the past 70 years.
Part of the Pacific Ring of Fire, the
concentration of earthquakes along the west
coast is related to the presence of active faults,
or breaks in the earth's crust. The surface of the
earth is always changing, as the earth's crust is
made up of ‘plates’ (like jigsaw puzzle pieces)
that are constantly moving relative to one
another at speed's of about 2-10 cm/year
(about how fast your fingernails grow). The
plates can either slide past one another, or they
can collide, or they can diverge (or move apart).
The west coast of Canada is one of the few
areas in the world where all three of these types
of plate movements take place, resulting in
significant earthquake activity. Earthquakes in
this region occur along the faults in the offshore
region (like the magnitude 8.1 Queen Charlotte
Island earthquake of 1949); within the
subducting ocean plate (like the magnitude 6.5
earthquake beneath downtown Seattle in
1965); and within the continental crust (like the
magnitude 7.3 earthquake on central
Vancouver Island in 1946).
Take steps now. Emergency preparedness
is a shared responsibility. For full details and
information, or to register, visit the website:
www.shakeoutbc.ca and see ad on page 7. 0

ow would we appreciate First Nations
artwork in BC without the high-profile
contributions of Bill Reid? Or imagine
Canada’s coastal forests without the paintings
of Emily Carr, and those of the artists inspired
by her work? Would we see Canadian literature
differently without the journal founded by
George Woodcock that ‘virtually created
Canadian literature,’ as one commentator
claimed? How would early British Columbians
have envisioned themselves without the
regional prestige of Victoria’s well-lit
Parliament Buildings, designed by Francis
Rattenbury?
In Made in British Columbia: Eight Ways
of Making Culture, Dr Maria Tippett profiles
eight twentieth-century BC artists to highlight
how an artist’s work can influence culture, and
in turn affect the way we see ourselves and the
world around us. George Ryga’s 1967 play The
Ecstacy of Rita Joe exposed the often
anguishing reality of life for First Nations
women in our cities, and paved the way for

marginalized dramatists to speak for and about
their communities.
Jean Coulthard, who struggled to earn
respect as a female composer in the 1920s and
1930s, wrote music that reflected the landscape
around her and was committed to introducing
the work of Canadian composers to the public.
Martin Grainger’s novel, Woodsmen of the
West, illuminated the early experiences of
hand-logging in the BC woods.
And Arthur Erickson, arguably Canada’s
most well-known architect, reflected our
country’s multicultural sense of self in his
buildings, which helped put his native province
at the centre of the country’s consciousness.
Visual artists, playwrights, architects,
composers and authors; the eight
extraordinary creators featured all helped
shape BC’s provincial identity. Look in your
local bookstore for Made in British Columbia:
Eight Ways of Making Culture, published by
one of our very own BC culture-making
publishers, Harbour Publishing. 0
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Who made culture in BC?
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proceed with caution and avoid bridges or
ramps that might have been damaged.
Ground shaking during an earthquake is
seldom the cause of injury. Most earthquakerelated injuries and deaths are caused by
collapsing walls and roofs, flying glass and
falling objects. It is extremely important for a
person to move as little as possible to reach the
place of safety he or she has identified because
most injuries occur when people try to move
more than a short distance during the shaking.
Look around you now, before an
earthquake. Identify safe places such as under
a sturdy piece of furniture or against an interior
wall in your home, office or school so that when
the shaking starts you can respond quickly. An
immediate response to move to the safe place
can save lives. And that safe place should be
within a few steps to avoid injury from flying
debris.
Did you know that the Pacific Coast is the
most earthquake-prone region of Canada?
Each year, seismologists with the Geological
Survey of Canada record and locate more than
1,000 earthquakes in western Canada. In the
offshore region to the west of Vancouver
Island, more than 100 earthquakes of
magnitude 5 or greater (large enough to cause
damage had they been closer to land) have
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461 Dupplin Rd,
Victoria B.C.
1-888-444-8497

260B Tsolum Rd,
Courtenay B.C.
1-800-665-8311

www.vanislewater.com
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You’ll be right at home!

Readers, paying for your Island Tides makes all the difference. If you get an unaddressed
copy in your mailbox, or pick one up at our racks or yellow boxes, have you sent in your
$30 annual voluntary subscription? Additional amounts joyfully accepted! Thank You!
www.islandtides.com

