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The ‘apple panel’ identified hundreds of mystery apples at the annual Salt Spring Apple Festival (see article, page 7).

— new newspaper boxes now at all main terminals!
HHaavvee yyoouu ssppootttteedd oouurr nneeww ffeerrrryy nneewwssppaappeerr bbooxxeess yyeett?? LLooookk ffoorr oouurr yyeellllooww llooggoo!!

On tthe MMainland: aat tthe TTSAWWASSEN TTERMINAL boxes aare llocated ooutside tthe ffoot ppassenger tterminal; oon tthe ssouth sside oof tthe
central wwashroom bblock; cclose tto tthe ccontrol ttower wwashrooms; aalongside LLane 220 ��south sside oof GGulf IIslands aand DDuke PPoint llanes�;
and iin ttwo bboxes aalongside LLane 445 ��far sside oof tthe SSwartz BBay-bound llanes�; aat HHORSESHOE BBAY boxes aare llocated nnext tto tthe ffront
of LLane 11; ooutside DDepartures; aat tthe ffoot oof tthe sstairs nnext tto tthe BBowen IIsland llanes; aand  iin tthe NNaniamo-bound ffoot ppassenger
waiting rroom ��Lane 770� oon tthe uupper llevel bby tthe LLangdale llanes. 

On VVancouver IIsland: aat SSWARTZ BBAY at tthe bbottom oof tthe sstairs oon bboth ssides oof tthe ccafeteria aand aat tthe ffoot ppassenger eentrance.
�Also aat DDUKE POINT aand DDEPARTURE BAY.�
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Utah ferry now
reassembled here
A second-hand ferry, purchased in Utah
and transported to Vancouver in pieces
by truck, is currently being reassembled
for use as a back-up ferry on BC Ferries’
Gulf Islands runs. Its Utah name was the
John Atlantic Burr, named after a
prominent pioneer in the Lake Powell
area, where it has been operating (in
freshwater) for the last twenty years.

The ship was 154 feet long and had a
beam of 42 feet. The hull was cut into
four pieces for truck transport to Allied
Shipbuilders in North Vancouver. As it
is being welded back together, an
additional section is being inserted in
the middle (just like Lego), increasing its
capacity from 26–35 cars. The vessel
will also gain a new bridge and rebuilt
passenger accommodation.

The ferry was originally built in 1985
to a design by MDA Marine Design
Associates of Victoria, and is a sistership
to BC Ferries’ three K-class vessels, the
MV Kahloke (Denman - Hornby), MV
Klitsa (Chemainus-Thetis-Kuper), and
MV Kwuna (Alliford-Skidegate).

BC Ferries purchased the vessel in
September 2005 for $200,000. The
company estimates that it will cost some
$4.5 million to cut it apart, transport it,
and reconstruct it. That’s a bargain, says
BC Ferries, estimating that it would cost
$20 million to build a similar ferry from
scratch.

Powered by two 230hp diesel
engines, the ship will have an operating
speed of ten knots. Its new name has not
yet been announced. �

Thirty-three BC regional districts and
municipalities, representing approximately
1,000,000 residents, are fighting
amendments to the Utilities Commission
Act contained in the provincial
government’s Bill 30 legislation. 

The District of Kitimat is the latest
local government to join the Squamish-
Lillooet Regional District (SLRD) and 31
other local governments by writing to the
Government of BC to voice their
opposition to the controversial
amendment in Bill 30 that has abolished
local zoning authority over independent
power projects (IPPs).

‘Most people in the province are

interested in expanding the electricity
supply and in green power,’ says Kitimat
Mayor Richard Wozney. ‘However, local
citizens need real input, with a real
capability to influence or even stop power
projects in their communities. Bill 30 has
stripped local governments and their
residents of the ability to protect their
interests in these decisions.’

According to the SLRD, Bill 30 was
described by the province as
‘housekeeping’ legislation, and contained
a controversial amendment to the Utilities
Commission Act. The SLRD has proposed
a resolution for next month’s Union of

BC Ferries now deciding
future ferry fares &
services ~ John Sprungman
Decisions that will determine the fares and the level of ferry
service for the rest of the BC coast from 2008 to 2012 will be
made by the provincial government over the next six to nine
months. It has become clear that the corporate structure which
the government created for BC Ferries in 2003 has
disadvantaged coastal communities by freezing service levels
and significantly increasing fares without giving them an
effective way to have their concerns heard.

Ferry Advisory Committees (FAC), nominated by, and
including, many elected local government representatives from
all over the BC coast, are now focused on influencing the
conditions and price caps the government will specify in the
second performance term (PT2) of the Coastal Ferry Services
Contract, which will take effect April 1, 2008.

As chair of the Campbell River-Quadra-Cortes FAC, I attended
the annual general meeting of BC Ferries in Victoria on September
21–22 and met with the chairs of 11 other Ferry Advisory
Committess. Together we represented all of BC Ferries’ routes
from the Southern Gulf Islands to Prince Rupert, except the
Mainland-Vancouver Island ferries.  We also met for several hours
with BC Ferries’ President and CEO David Hahn and a number of
his executives.

The information we gleaned from these meetings and from
talking with each other made it abundantly clear that it is a high
priority for coastal communities to establish a process for direct
consultation between Ferry Advisory Committees and the
provincial government so that we have a say in the future of our
ferry services. To pursue this, Ferry Advisory Committees will
return to Victoria on November 17 to meet with officials of the
Ministry of Transport. �

Thirty-three local governments want
say in independent power projects

Berths enlarged
to fit new ferries
Berths at both Horseshoe Bay and
Departure Bay (Nanaimo) will have to
be upgraded to fit BC Ferries’ new
longer and wider Super-C class ferries. 

The first of the three ferries, the
Coastal Renaissance, is under
construction in Germany and is
expected to be in service before the end
of next year. This means that berths at
both terminals have to be refurbished
and enlarged. The work will take place
over the next nine months and is
estimated to cost $28 million.

According to BC Ferries, over 20 BC
companies will be involved. They
include marine contractors,
environmental and engineering
consultants, steel fabricators, anchoring

TERMINALS, please turn to page 3

BC Hydro begins electricity
conservation study
BC Hydro is launching an electricity
conservation study in six communities
that will examine how individual British
Columbians can make a difference in
conserving power in their homes, and
thereby help meet the growing demand
for electricity in BC.

BC Hydro is looking for up to 2,000
customers in Campbell River, Fort St
John, Vancouver, Burnaby, and North
and West Vancouver to participate in the
Conservation Research Initiative. The 12-
month study will examine how adjusting
the price of electricity at different times of

day influences energy use by residential
customers.

Volunteer participants will have
advanced metering installed that will
show participants their hourly
consumption patterns over a 12-month
period beginning November 1, 2006.
Customers will be able to learn first-hand
how the choices they make about when
they use electricity will directly influence
their bill. These advanced meters can
potentially help BC Hydro provide better
service and improve how BC Hydro

POWER PROJECTS, please turn to page 3

HYDRO, please turn to page 3
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ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME UNTIL OCT 28

Voluntary Subscriptions 
Did something in this

edition of Island Tides:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make you a good contact?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?

If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our 70 free

boxes across the Gulf of Georgia, Victoria or
Nanaimo, you can show your support and

appreciation by sending a  voluntary subscription of 

($20 + $1.40gst = $21.40) to: 
Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0

Thank You!
A heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you

who have sent in subscriptions. And keep
those lovely letters coming. We paste

them all in our scrapbooks! 

VISIT OUR ADVERTISERS’
WEBSITES FROM:

WWW.ISLANDTIDES.COM

MISSED AN
ISSUE?
Check out:

www.islandtides.com
for issues from
2003, 2004, 
2005 & 2006

Parsing the judgments–a compressed history of
Galiano’s bylaws and lawsuits ~ Patrick Brown
Note: the following includes, so far as I can determine, all the
Bylaws and court judgments relevant to the long-running
dispute about residential development on Galiano’s forest lands.
Quotes selected from court judgments and Bylaws are in italics.

How It All Started
‘…a large forestry company, in 1951 purchased slightly over
one-half the island. In 1990, those holdings comprised sixty-six
parcels ranging in size from 20 acres to 220 acres. Those
holdings had been logged previously, I believe in the early part
of this century, and thus the timber upon them is not what is
known as ‘old growth’.’ The above is a quote from Madame
Justice Mary Southin’s 1995 Appeal Court judgment. The
forestry company was MacMillan Bloedel (MB) and it had
decided to develop its Galiano tree farm lands for residential use. 

The OCP & Bylaws Before MB’s Land Sale
Galiano’s 1974 Official Community Plan (OCP) included, among
others, a Forest Area, where one ‘family dwelling’ was permitted
per legal parcel. Its preamble read, in part:

The people of Galiano Island being mindful of the pressures
from a growing West Coast population, and a
demonstrated desire of many to find relief from urban
congestion and associated tension through a rural
atmosphere, and being aware of the physical limitations of
Galiano Island to
accept uncontrolled
population increase
without degradation
of the rural way of
life and damage to the ecological system, deem it desirable
to create a Community Plan to deal with these issues.

And it went on:  
The following land use categories are authorized:

(e)Wilderness Areas—These zones are designated as a
nature reserve to preserve the unique flora and fauna of the
Gulf Islands biotic zone. No dwelling unit or structure of any
kind shall be permitted in the area. Access shall be by means
of hiking trails only. No camping or fires shall be permitted
in the area. The area shall be declared a wildlife preserve
and no flora may be removed and no hunting shall be
permitted.
(f)Wilderness-Forest Area—This area shall include all land
under present Tree Farm Certificate and License and any
land so designated in the future. All activities permitted
under the License shall continue. Owners of such land shall
be encouraged to permit access to hikers and horseback
riders, but the use of vehicles in such areas, except those of
the owners or their agents or fire-protection vehicles, shall
be prohibited. Only one family dwelling per parcel of land
shall be permitted.

It has been explained that some parcels under the latter
designation, not owned by MB, could be operated as family
woodlots, in which case the permitting of a ‘family dwelling’ was
deemed appropriate. Otherwise, obviously, MB had no reason to
need residences in its tree farm. Most ‘parcels’ were
unsubdivided District Lots. 
Zoning Bylaw 5 (1978), Section 13:

13.1 Uses permitted: Subject to Section 13.2 . . . the following
uses and no others shall be permitted in the Forest Zone:

(1) growing and harvesting of forest crops and such
improvements as are designed to facilitate the growing and
harvesting of wood; (2) one family dwelling.

13.2 Application of the Forest Zone: So long as any lands
within the boundaries of the Forest Zone are designated in a
Tree-farm License or are included within a forest reserve
pursuant to the Forest Act, or are designated in a tree-farm
certificate under the Taxation Act, the provision of this part
shall not apply thereto.

13.5  Site Density: the maximum density shall be one (1)
family dwelling per parcel
Subdivision Bylaw 6 (1978):

Forest: Minimum Subdivision area 20 acres
Bylaw 66 (1989):

Galiano Trust Committee Bylaw No. 5 Cited as ‘Zoning
Bylaw, Galiano Island and Area, 1978’ is amended as follows:

(b) By deleting Section 13.2.

Bylaws 81-85
The decision was made by MB to sell their lands, and the Galiano
Trust Committee initiated further amendments to the Bylaws.
Quoting the Appeal Court decision again:

On all the evidence it is clear that the decision to amend the
bylaws came as a consequence of and in response to the
plaintiff’s decision to sell the lands. The trustees were well
aware throughout the process of negotiation with the
plaintiff over logging practices, development and
community acquisition that sale to the public was one of the
options the plaintiff was considering. They were also aware
of the November 30, 1990 deadline imposed by the plaintiff
regarding community acquisition. However, it was not
until the announcement by the plaintiff was made that

concrete steps as to the preparation of the bylaws were
taken. 

MB Challenges the Bylaws
In July 1993, MB sued the Galiano Island Trust Committee,
seeking: a declaration that certain bylaws adopted on January
24, 1992 by the defendant, the Galiano Island Trust Committee,
are void for illegality.

The MB Amended Statement of Claim (from the Appeal
Court judgment), disputed by Galiano LTC:

10.  On January 24, 1991, the Defendant Trust Committee
gave first reading to Galiano Island Trust Committee By-law
No. 81, 82 and 83.  The intended effect of such By-laws was:

(a) By-law No. 81 changed the Official Community Plan by
removing the permitted use of one family dwelling per legal
parcel in the Forest Area land use category;

(b) By-law No. 82 changed By-law No. 5 by removing the
permitted use of one family dwelling per legal parcel in the
Forest Zone; and

(c) By-law No. 83 increased the minimum parcel size in the
Forest Zone from 20 acres to 20 hectares.

14.  On May 10, 1991, the Defendant Trust Committee gave
first reading to a revised By-law No. 82, and proposed Galiano
Island Trust Committee By-law No. 84 and 85.  These By-laws,

together with By-
laws 81 and 83 have
the purpose and
effect of removing
one family dwelling

per legal parcel from the zoning for the Plaintiff’s lands.
15.  On January 24, 1992, the Defendant Trust Committee

adopted By-law Nos. 81, 82, 84 and 85.  The Defendant Trust
Committee further resolved to proceed no further with By-law
No. 83 which had been superceded by By-law No. 84.

MB claimed that the Bylaws ‘removed all residential
capability’ from 63 of 66 parcels of its land, totalling some 55%
of the land area of the Island. The Galiano LTC denied
‘allegations of fact’ in para 14. The Bylaws, they said, required
that there be rezoning before residential development could take
place in the Forest Zone, and provided criteria for this.

After a lengthy trial, Justice Paris’ judgment said:
This case is an example of the problem of individual rights
in conflict with perceived collective interests. But if collective
interests call for some interference with private rights in this
case, it must be effected lawfully and by the proper
legislative authority. A municipal council (in this case, the
Galiano Island Trust Committee) can operate only within
the powers delegated to it by provincial legislation.
Therefore, the bylaws, being beyond the powers of the
defendant in that they were discriminatory and passed in
bad faith in the special sense contemplated in the
jurisprudence, must be declared void for illegality.

Note that MB did not seek, nor did Justice Paris order, that the
bylaws be ‘quashed’. There was confusion as to whether ‘void for
illegality’ meant the same thing.

Before the Appeal
The Islands Trust decided to appeal the judgment. Meanwhile
MB put its land up for sale, marketing it as an ‘investment in
Paradise’. But in the meantime, Bylaws 81, 82, 84, and 85 were
not applied or enforced. 

The assumption made by MB and many of the individuals
who had purchased land from MB was that the law reverted to
what it had been before Bylaws 81, 82, 84, and 85 were passed.
That is, the minimum lot size was set by Subdivision Bylaw 6
(1978) at 20 acres, and the right to one family dwelling per parcel
was set by Zoning Bylaw 5 (1978) and not changed by Bylaw 66
(1989). However, to cover itself, MB saw to it that all purchasers
signed a disclosure document certifying that they knew that the
Paris decision was to be appealed.

Some provinces have laws that clarify the status of Bylaws
that are upset in court and are under appeal. BC does not. The
Galiano LTC appealed to the government to clarify the situation
and, more particularly, to declare a moratorium on development
applications until the matter was decided by the Appeal Court.
The government demurred, citing the probability that litigation
against the government would result.

Many landowners in the Forest zone started in on the lengthy
process of subdivision, road planning and construction, and
approvals. The Ministry of Transportation and Highways, which
for years has had responsibility for approving land subdivision,
applied the original Bylaws 5 and 6.

Galiano Conservancy Challenge
In July 1995, the NGO, Galiano Conservancy, initiated a
Supreme Court action against the ministry and two developers,
Treeco and Winstanley, asserting that the approving officer
should have rejected the subdivision applications on the basis
that they were ‘not in the public interest’ (as evidenced by the
Galiano OCP), and that any decision should be delayed until the

Some provinces have laws that clarify the status of Bylaws
that are upset in court and are under appeal. BC does not. 

GALIANO, please turn to page 5
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VANCOUVER  
INT’L AIRPORT

NANAIMO
(Departure Bay)

More daily flights home from the Mainland

Our Islands. Our World.
S E A P L A N E SS E A P L A N E S

For scheduled flight info call 

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at 
seairseaplanes.com

• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at 

Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

Going Somewhere?
whittome’s travel
60 Station Street, Duncan

1-800-434-0566     travel.whittome@shaw.ca

Citizens for Monetary Reform:
Learn to Invest in Your Local Economy
The illustrious Catherine Austin-Fitts, co-director of
GATA (gold anti-trust agency) and founding director
of Solari (www.solari.com), is coming to Salt Spring
Island! A previous Wall Street executive and
government official, Austin-Fitts is a very prominent
American investment advisor and global financial
reformist who has designed a unique investment strategy aimed at
removing power from corporate control and returning it to local
‘living’ economies. Solari’s mission is to help people withdraw
resources from destructive, unprofitable parts of our economy and
shift it into investing in the people, communities, natural resources
and enterprises they know and trust.

Intensive Portfolio Strategy Workshop: Nov 4,
Mercer Gallery, 1–4pm, followed by organic dinner 

To register (workshop is $100/person) or get info call:
Ann Watson @ 250-653-4184  

Speech: Nov 2, Artspring, 8pm, all welcome!
Austin-Fitts is the keynote speaker at the Salt Spring

Monetary Foundation’s AGM (i.e. Salt Spring Dollars).

British Columbia Municipalities (UBCM) annual meeting,
calling on the Government of BC to set aside the amendment.

The SLRD wants the Government of BC to return to working
with the UBCM to complete the commitments of its 2004
Memorandum of Understanding on IPPs. That memorandum
was signed by the Government of BC and called for a planned
regional energy strategy.

‘What we are asking for is a regional planning process for
IPPs with a meaningful public consultation component,’ says
Ken Melamed, Mayor of Whistler and spokesperson for the
SLRD. ‘Approximately 60 water licenses are in the approval
process within the SLRD alone, with no regional planning
process in place. A planned approach to IPPs provides greater
benefits to all parties—the province, the proponents, the region
and the residents.’ �

POWER PROJECTS from page 1

Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank

C
ommunities shift and change with population and
economics, and these play out in our Island tapestries. In
our own short lives, friends come and go and wonderful

people who innovate and strengthen the community with their
efforts and personalities pass through, bringing benefits enjoyed by
all.

This fall, a group of Islanders who love the Island and
comprehend the value of community and common good are
moving on to new adventures and new home places. Moving off
island are the Jim and Betty Gilliland family, who have lived on
and off Saturna for about thirty years. Their daughter Lizzie
resided on-island, and grandson Cameron went to the Saturna
school. Lizzie’s youngest sister finished growing up here. All the
children came back with their children for visits with grandma and
grandpa, developing their own Island roots. Generous and fun,
Jim and Betty participated in several Island organizations. Their
extended family has lots of Island friends and familiar rounds
within the community, they will be missed. The Gilliland family is
delighted that Ingrid Gaines and Brent Sohier (who grew up on
Saturna) have bought their home and will be moving in with baby
Liam immediately .

Tanya Cooke, Islander, potter, gardener of wild and
cultivated gardens, extremely handy handiwoman‚ and Old
Point Farm resident is also moving. Tanya had a garage sale
featuring chain saws, scroll saws, a peavey, pike poles and all
sorts of solid working gear—and even some linens. What
everyone was lusting over, however, was her humongous, aged
fir, meticulously stacked, firewood pile. I imagine that the
firewood cinched the deal for the people who bought her house!
Tanya has given generously to our community through the
years. An active and lively woman, she has many interests and
many friends. Her pots grace Island homes, and her lovely home
with its gorgeous wild landscape has hosted lots of dinners with
friends. One of Tanya’s gifts to Old Point Farm was her hand
clearing of large parts of the common forest of debris so that the
mossy forest floor was visible in all its variety and beauty.

Mary and Cunliffe Barnett have also sold their home and
moved to Lumby, BC. Mary worked for our school district as the
psychologist for several years and taught piano lessons to Island
children and adults. She was an enthusiastic member of the
Community Club and of Saint Christopher’s Church. Mary’s gift
to the community, I think, is her love and support of children—
she works magic with kids and in the process of teaching them
she lets them shine. Cunliffe served us well as Community Club
president, regularizing our relaxed bylaws and other systems.
He was also head of the Saturna Lamb BBQ Parking Patrol.
Cunliffe loves political energy and has been active in discussions
on Island Trust land use issues, park access, zoning, access to
government services and anything else that affected the
community. Mary and Cunliffe have both been energetic in the
community—and much enjoyed.

So there we are, three families leaving and moving to other
communities where their personal touch will be as much
appreciated as on Saturna.

Wedding Reception
A wedding reception/party  for Theresa and Keith Howard was
held Saturday night, October 7 , at the Rec Centre. The couple
was married in Hawaii and then came back to Theresa’s Saturna
home to celebrate with Island friends.

Mushroom Time
As the sun wanes in intensity and duration, more places stay in
dew-drenched shadow all day, and rains sog the soil,  the last big
seasonal blossoming occurs—mushrooms! Suddenly a walk
requires a basket and a little knife—it becomes a hunt with a
culinary purpose! Kids (non-teenagers) are great for this kind of
‘shopping’— they range in widening circles at high speed. Dinner
requires consultation with two books, a mushroom field guide
and a cookbook. 

Saturna Parks and Recreation are sponsoring two
Mushroom Walks,  October 28 and November 12. Pam Janszen,
learned mushroom collector and identifier, will guide local
enthusiasts. Pam has spent years studying mushrooms and
appreciates their many adaptations and beauty. Dress warmly so
you are comfortable stopping and talking in damp, cool
mushroom-thriving places.

Crop Circle Talk
Saturna Parks and Recreation sponsored an illustrated talk on
English crop circle formations and ancient standing stones and
sacred sites. Dawn Wood spent a month in England, much of it
investigating the phenomena, and she presented her pictures
and information to an interested crowd.

School Successes
Saturna school did wonderfully well raising money for the Terry
Fox Run. The kids and the 12 adults who made the walk/run raised
$1,300 dollars. Parent Laura Dunsmuir organized this event. 

The school community is very grateful to the community for
its wonderful support. Their next endeavour was a bottle drive,

complete with island pickups—how easy can it get! The kids and
parents washed and sorted the bottles and made them up into
pallets for the General Store from where they were moved into
town for recycling. The school raised about $500! 

The money raised is for the school kids to go up to Parklands
Elementary School, located at Mile 18 of the Alaska Highway (just
north of Dawson Creek). They plan to visit their ‘sister’ school in
May or June of next year. 

On the Thursday before Thanksgiving, parents and students
put on a Thanksgiving feast and all sat down together with their
guests at a long, formally-set table (‘see, this little one is your
dessert fork!’), with lovely music playing and a generous offering
of traditional foods. The kids and Laura Dunsmuir had made the
pumpkin pies and parent Amber Jensen BBQed the turkey on site
and created the vegetable dishes.

First Concert of the Season
Last Saturday, Saturna Arts and Concert Society held its first
concert, starring Juno award winning performer and well-known
musician, Harry Manx (guitarist), accompanied by Steve Mariner
(renowned harmonica player) and Victoria jazz singer, Emily
Braden. The huge audience of 100-plus was delighted with the
performance. 

Harry Manx lives on Salt Spring and tours the world. His
command of the seven different guitars that he played set a solid
musical base for the powerful harmonica playing and jazz
singing.  Manx is entertaining even when he is tuning his guitars,
not to mention his easy slide from talking to singing the blues.
He moved easily from banjo to various guitars and an East
Indian instrument—truly he has made several genres his own. 

Harry Manx and his group were delighted with the wonderful
reception they received on Saturna. Used to a fast-food
doughnut and warm coffee in a cup—they were treated to a
gorgeous place to stay, dinner at the Café, after concert soirée,
and marvelous wake-up breakfast complete with ferry schedule
prompts provided by Arts and Concerts members. 

Saturna Arts and Concerts commissioned Saturna artist Jack
Campbell to paint a new backdrop which showed to marvelous
advantage during the performance.

The Arts and Concert Society has held its annual general
meeting and Karen Muntean is the president. If you are
interested in giving your time and energy to supporting arts
events on the Island give Karen a call. 

Explaining the Building Process
Wonder of wonders, the CRD Building Inspection division, the
Islands Trust, Vancouver Island Health Authority and the
Homeowner Protection Office sent representatives to address
the Saturna community about building approval processes on
the Southern Gulf Islands. 

About fifteen Islanders were in the audience to listen and to ask
questions. The meeting was chaired by Island Trust planner Gary
Richardson. Present were CRD Director Susan De Gryp and, well-
known to Islanders, building inspector Robert Gutierrez.

Be assured that there is a vast array of administrative types
who are working from various angles  to protect the house buyer!
Times have changed since 1970 when the Islands were too far
away for inspectors to bother with. Saturna has gone from
(mostly) build your own home and live in it, to contract out to
local builders, and the most recent—hire an architect and a
certified builder, live here for 10 years and then sell. 

Other alternatives are to buy a recycled house and get it
barged-in or buy a kit home and construction crew. No more
cheap-owner built homes or cottages in this neck of the woods!
All of this inspection stuff at every step of the way is costly. 

Seemingly, a building inspector would be enough to keep us
all on track for house building and the Island Trust for zoning
and density considerations, but this is not the case. Most people
thought the presentation was valuable because it brought
together all the agencies and they explained what their
mandated jurisdictions are and the reasons for their existence.

Choral Workshop was Lovely
Singing is so ephemeral, close your mouth and it is gone! Victoria
singer and educator Cathy Lewis recently led a choral workshop at
Saint Christopher’s Church. She also led a workshop last spring
and this time all those people returned, along with the many new
participants. 

The small church was full of singers—41 people—seven deep-
voiced men, three kids, people from Pender and Gabriola, and a
full complement of altos, tenors, sopranos and bass. Stella the
Dog  sat in the sunlight of the partially opened doors and  dozed. 

Cathy is a spectacular vocalist and teacher. Her choice of
music was excellent; lots to learn and very satisfying results that
were apparent to all of us. We all knew we had made beauty. 

Having well-known Victoria accompanist Pam Dickenson
was a treat because she knew instantly what to replay and how
to try it again, so no time was wasted finding the place and key.
Many thanks to organizer Ilka Olsen for her enthusiasm and for
bringing this opportunity to our community. �

HYDRO from page 1
operates the electrical system.

Once the study has been completed on October 31, 2007, BC
Hydro will compile and analyze the data and prepare a report on
the findings for the BC Utilities Commission. An analysis will
also be provided to each participant outlining how their usage
patterns changed.

Customers who live in detached homes in the target
communities and are interested in participating may visit
www.bchydro.com/conservation to find out more and
determine their eligibility. �

TERMINALS from page 1
contractors, surveyors, hydraulic contractors, painting
contractors, corrosion protection companies, electrical
equipment suppliers, electrical contractors, communication
contractors and diving companies.

The construction will result in alternating berth closures at
both terminals through to June 2007. This is expected to lead
to sailing delays, but BC Ferries has not yet announced when
these will occur. 

(While you are waiting, be sure to pick up your copy of
Island Tides, now available in BC Ferries grey, steel
newspaper box installations at either terminal.) �
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Vancouver Island’s 2008 North American Indigenous
Games ~ Trysh Ashby-Rolls

I
n 2008, the North American Indigenous Games will be
hosted by the Cowichan Tribes on Vancouver Island. At the
seven-day event, 5,000 athletes will compete in 16 sports.

Perhaps the most exciting category is the Indigenous Games
themselves: war canoe racing, lahal, hoop dancing and futsol
(indoor soccer). Also planned are opening and closing
ceremonies for 20 to 30,000 participants and spectators; the
Tribal Journeys canoe regatta—the largest event with over 80
canoes; and a cultural village that will include an international
stage, arts and crafts, merchandising displays, an Elders’ circle
and a story-telling circle. 

In the tradition of the indigenous peoples of North America,
a vision quest is considered strong and good ‘medicine.’ ‘The
North American Indigenous Games (NAIG) was a vision,’ says
Morningstar Mercredi, the Dene actress, storyteller, playwright
and poet from Fort Chipewyn, Alberta. Mercredi is perhaps best
remembered for her role as Talking Raven in the 1995 film Black
Fox, starring the late Christopher Reeve.

The dream of a large scale Indigenous Games originated in
Reno, Nevada when the National Indian Athletic Association
held a meeting of 48 representatives, of which Canada was one.
A few years later, Alberta’s Willie Littlechild from the Cree
Nation introduced the concept of a World Indigenous Games at
the World Conference of Indigenous Peoples in Geneva,
Switzerland. 

The first North American games were held in Edmonton in
1990 and consisted of archery, baseball, canoeing, rifle shooting,
soccer, swimming, track and field, and a rodeo. Before the games
could open, however, a couple of important cultural issues had
to be dealt with: one was the design of a distinctive logo; the
other was consultation with tribal elders on how to open the
event in a correct, respectful and powerful way.

John Fletcher, Ron Gauthier, and Terry Lusty incorporated
the symbols of Aboriginal philosophy of the Spirit—Strong,
Brave, True into the logo design. Its large outer circle represents
the great Turtle Island or Mother Earth, which houses all

creation: animals, plants, stones, and people. The Runner in the
centre of the circle represents the Native athlete. The runner’s
hair holds a feather—powerful symbol of Aboriginal culture
representing friendship, power, spirituality, speed, purity,
courage and strength.

The sash around the runner’s waist symbolizes the aboriginal
Metis peoples. The four feathers on the four arrow shafts
represent the holistic development of the athlete that is essential
for balance and harmony. The four arrows illustrate the need to
cultivate the mental, physical, emotional and spiritual aspects of
each athlete’s well-being and complete development.

Consultation among the Elders brought about the creation of
a Sacred Bundle, which carried two blessings and messages. One
came from Canadian Elder Tufus Goodstriker and one from an
American Arapaho Elder.

A Sacred Run started from the Sacred Medicine Wheel area
in the Wyoming Bighorn Mountains on June 19, 1990. The
marathon culminated at the Opening Ceremonies in the
Edmonton Butterdome just over three weeks later on July 1,
1990. This Sacred Run represented the strong link amongst all
aboriginal people and included the participation of the Cree,
Blackfoot, Sioux, Hobbema, Metis, Mohawk and many other
First Nations. Notable among the runners were Billy Mills of the
Sioux Nation who won the 10,000 metre gold medal in the 1964
Olympics and Alwyn Morris of the Mohawk Nation, kayak gold
medallist in the 1984 Olympics.

The NAIG have grown from 3,000 athletes that first year and
have been held in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan; Blaine,
Washington; Victoria, BC; Winnipeg, Manitoba; and Denver,
Colorado. They are overseen by a Council that is responsible for
the objectives, policies and procedures to guide the preparation
and staging of the Games. It is also responsible for ensuring that
the Games play an important role in Aboriginal sport
development and for determining, through a bid process, the

NAIG, please turn to page 7

Tell the Gov’t, ‘Money for Ferries’
Dear Editor:
The provincial government recently mailed many people a large
4-pager entitled ‘What Choices Would You Make?’ It’s subtitled
‘Budget 2007 Consultation Paper’ and seeks public input to the
‘Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government
Services.’ 

It asks us to rank 11 options in order of preference. It doesn't
mention our ferry service, though it does have a category titled
‘Building infrastructure like roads, schools and hospitals.’ It also
asks for a written-in answer to ‘Where do you think the budget
should spend more?’

Unless you are happy with the government’s legislated
direction to BC Ferries to move continuously toward user-pay,
you should consider telling them the next budget should include
more money for BC Ferries’ infrastructure and for the ‘service
fee’ paid to BC Ferries for the operation of the ‘minor’ routes that
are our ‘road’ connections.

If you’ve already burned the mail-out to start one of your first
fall fires, you can access the form and fill it out online at
www.leg.bc.ca/budgetconsultations. The deadline is October
20. The committee, consisting of six Liberals and four NDPers,
will report on November 15. If they hear a lot about ferry
financing, it might give them second thoughts about their
present course.

John Sprungman, Campbell River-Quadra-Cortes Ferry
Advisory Committee

Federal Government Cuts too Deep
Dear Editor:
Finally, after many days of waiting, I have been sent the entire
scope of cuts the federal government has made to many
programs under its jurisdiction. This list has been received over
the internet. The first thing I question is: Why have our
newspapers not printed the full compliment of cuts in one full
article, versus feeding it to the general public in dribs and drabs? 

The second question I have is this: Does the general
population fully realize that the cuts have been made to
everything Canadian? The cuts to entire departments and
programs are as follows: Court Challenges Program-eliminated,
Law Commission of Canada-eliminated, Status of Women
Canada, Community Access Program (internet access for
communities at libraries, post offices and community centres)-
eliminated, Adult Learning and Literacy programs, Youth
Employment Programs, Workplace Skills Program, Canada
Policy Research Networks, Canadian Labour Business Centre-
eliminated, First Nations and Inuit Tobacco Control Program-
eliminated, Museum Assistance Program, Mountain Pine Beetle
Initiative, Foreign Affairs and Public Diplomacy Program,
Canadian Volunteerism Initiative, Health Canada Policy
Research Program-eliminated, Environment, Youth
International Internship Program-eliminated, School of Public

Service.
Is it only me that fully understands what the outright

elimination of some of these programs is going to do to our
communities? Is it only me that fully understands that this is an
outright attack on everything that is Canadian? Why are we so
silent? June Ross, Nanaimo

A Better Way for Galiano
Editor’s Note: This letter was  delivered as an open letter to the
Galiano Local Trust Committee and sent to ‘Island Tides’ for
publication.
Dear Members of the Galiano Local Trust Committee:
You have charged the Galiano community with the task of
reviewing the Forest Policies of the Galiano Official Community
Plan in isolation from the rest of the Plan. The current OCP has
tried to pull together the two solitudes we inherited from
MacMillan Bloedel when it discarded half the Island (Tree Farm
19) onto the real estate market. This review in separation could
pull the community further apart unless reference can be made
to the rest of the OCP as part of the review.

A forward-looking development plan for Bamberton states
‘Any development must weave into the existing fabric of the
community, and its scale cannot dominate the area.’ The current
OCP is not far from weaving together the existing fabric. I think
you will agree that planning is not tearing down but building on.
It evolves. We should be improving and moving on. 

But apparently, unless we can come up with a good review to
place before the Minister, the community is doomed to grieve.
The Private Managed Forest Land Act, which cuts out
commmunity control, comes into effect automatically if any new
bylaw is adopted. And you are hurrying us with an imposed
deadline.

In Managed Forest no permits are required for foresters to
develop, neither development permits, nor building permits.

To get into Private Managed Forest Land assessment you
simply apply with a forest management plan to a council that
will also exit you from Managed Forest on request of the owner,
possibly onto the real estate market. Half the Island in forest
would be eligible to apply. 

Three subdivisions of undersized lots created without
planning in the forest in non-conformity with any bylaw of the
time have already been admitted to Managed Forest and will be
permitted at least a hundred houses between them to service
three forest units. The Foresters who own the subdivisions
include a construction company, a developer and a mortgage
company. The new Act does not refer to communities and does
not allow for the public voice.

Under the Act the ‘intrusion’ (Minister Bell’s word) of local
government is excluded. On Galiano the local government for
land use planning is the Islands Trust and you are a committee

LETTERS, please turn to facing page
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Fri to Sat, Oct 20-21
AIDS Conference Public Events—Kathryn Gretsinger
moderator, FRI: Viral Monologues (HIV+ women’s stories);
African Voices on Gender/AIDS; SAT: Motseoa Senyane
(Lesotho),  Dr. Berger (Witness to AIDS), Dr. Montaner (Global
Response) •  GISS, Ganges • 7pm • Admission: $10 @ door • Info:
250-537-0863 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, October 21
Pender Island Household Hazardous Waste Event—one
day only! Pender residents are invited to a special drop-off event
for household hazardous waste, no other recyclables will be
accepted during this event • Pender Island Recycling Depot •
10am–4pm  • Free • Info: CRD Hotline 1-800-663-4425 (local
3030) • ON PENDER ISLAND

Tuesday, October 24
Peace Works! presents ‘Young People Come First: a
Children’s Peace Forum’—also celebrating the UN’s 61st
birthday; song, art, dance, spoken word, music, international
guests from Africa and more • Salt Spring Centre School •
1–2:30pm • All welcome • Info: 250-537-1027 • ON SALT
SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, October 28
All-Ages Halloween Dance—music by DJ Doc Watson, dress
code: costumes! refreshments available. • Pender Community
Hall • 7:30-11pm • Admission: suggested donation 0f $10/family,
$5/adult, $3/teens • ON PENDER ISLAND

Friday, November 3
Cold Water Corals and Glass Sponge Reefs Slideshow &
Talk—find out more about BC’s little-known corals and 9,000-
year-old glass sponge reefs that don’t exist anywhere else on
Earth; CPAWS presents guest speaker Dr. Manfred Krautter,
world-renowned sponge expert from the University of Stuttgart •
7:30pm • Galiano Island Community Centre •  Free • Info: 604-
685-7445 • ON GALIANO ISLAND 

Friday to Sunday, Nov 3 to 5
17th Annual Nanaimo
Professional Craft
F a i r —one-of -a-k ind
gifts by BC artisans, lunch & refreshments available, hourly door
prizes & grand door prize of home theatre system • 2300 Bowen
Road, Beban Park Centre • FRI: 12–8pm, SAT: 10–5pm, SUN:
10–4pm • Admission: $3, includes repeat admission • Info: 250-
758-6545 • IN NANAIMO

Fri & Sat, November 10 & 11
‘Gabriano Strikes Back’—a new play, performed by the
Galiano Players; cabaret-style refreshments • Galiano Community
Hall • 7:30pm • Admission: $15/$8 students, pensioners • Info:
David Clothier, 250-539-3249 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Saturday, November 11
Pender Islands Lions Club Remembrance Day Pancake
Breakfast—after a hearty pancake & sausage breakfast you’ll
have plenty of time to make it to the Royal Canadian Legion
Cenotaph (Mackinnon Road) for the 11am service • Memories
Restaurant • 8-10am • Admission: Adults $5, Children (12 &
under) $2.50 • ON PENDER ISLAND

‘What’s On?’ Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands        
SINGLE • $31.80 • With image $37.10 (max 50 words)

MULTI-VENUE • $42.40! • With image $47.70 (max 70 words)
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under the Islands Trust Act. Unless you can change direction,
you will be erasing yourselves.

All land admitted to Managed Forest would be open to
clearcutting, house building, road laying, blasting, drilling,
spraying, even in the now-protected elevated water catchments.
As the island grows drier (according to rainfall measurements),
groundwater sources for domestic use and firefighting would be
threatened in spite of density increase under the Act.

You must surely be desperately searching for some other way,
some new direction. And luckily we are close already to a very
different plan found in the OCP for the District of Ucluelet.

Ucluelet has been faced with the task of organizing a tract of
unplanned forest to be discarded by Weyerhauser. Faced with
the same problems we were faced with, Ucluelet seems to have
built on our experience. But where we have tried to guide forest
development environmentally by rezoning according to maps,
which staff and some forest owners have declared to be
cumbersome, the Ucluelet Council and the forest developer have
come together in agreement to put the whole discarded forest
into a development permit area. 

Under this protection the land is planned for various changes
in land use desirable to the developer and agreed by the
community, with benefits offered that the small community
needs for its health and well-being. They include land from the
forest protected for all time, rights-of-way, and land offered for
affordable housing.

This spring the Planning Institute of British Columbia
honoured the Ucluelet/Weyerhaeuser Comprehensive
Development Plan for the discarded forest in their 2006 Awards
for Excellence. The Mayor said, ‘The community was true to
itself and the lifestyle we enjoy.’

The Federation of Canadian Municipalities bestowed a
Sustainable Community Award on the Ucluelet OCP.

What is more, the Ucluelet OCP, including the plan for the
forest is recognized globally. It is the only plan in North America
to be short-listed among seven others from different parts of the
world for an award for Livable Communities endorsed by the
United Nations Environment Committee.

The OCP, including the forest plan, has added to this list of
accolades a commendation in Leadership and Environmental
Design (LEEDS). All this was achieved with one planner and two
bright and forward-looking students from Malaspina College. 

Our community is strong. Told it is sick and in need of
healing, it proves itself time and again to be organized and
caring. But we are tired and fearful and need to see change that
is worthwhile. We need leadership and hope and to have a voice
in wise decisions for our own neighbourhoods.

In case the community should wish to explore this
Ucluelet/Weyerhauser Comprehensive Development Plan in its
Forest Review, I have submitted a copy to the Information
Committee for the Forest Policies Review. It might enable us to
finish the job you have given us in a way that would protect what
has been won in the past as well as hand on in good order land
we have all borrowed from the future.

I ask you to consider this possibility.
Margaret Griffiths, Galiano Island �
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Appeal of MB vs. Galiano LTC had been decided. Referring
particularly to the proposed Treeco subdivision, which would
create 32 lots, Chief Justice Esson dismissed the action:

I cannot find that the approving officer erred in law in his
interpretation of the public interest…. The petitioner, by its
approach to cabinet, sought to achieve its goals through the
political process. It is probably only that process which
could properly lead to the result sought by the petitioner.
The responsible ministers having considered the matter and
having decided not to intervene, it was appropriate for the
approving officer to proceed on the basis of existing law.

Court of Appeal Judgment
In June 1995, the Court of Appeal reviewed the Paris judgment.
In its August 10, 1995 decision, noting that ‘the bylaws in issue
having been declared void,’ Madam Justice Mary Southin
referred to the Islands Trust Act:

The object of the trust is to preserve and protect the trust
area and its unique amenities and environment for the
benefit of the residents of the trust area and of the Province
generally, in cooperation with municipalities, regional
districts, improvement districts, other persons and
organizations and the government of the Province.

She went on to comment:
No comparable provision is to be found in any other
legislation of this Province concerning municipal
government. Although the learned trial judge did not
mention it in his reasons, I consider, as will become
apparent, that this provision is critical to this appeal….

Thus, these by-laws were within and not beyond the powers
conferred on these trustees under the legislation governing
them. . . . I would allow the appeal and dismiss the action.

The Appeal Court thus reversed Justice Paris’ decision. The
effect was that Bylaws 81, 82, 84, and 85 were held to be in effect
from January 24, 1992, the day they were signed into law by the
Minister of Municipal Affairs.

New Official Community Plan
Immediately following the Appeal decision, a new OCP, Bylaw
108, was passed, incorporating the new Forest zoning and
regulations:
The principal use shall be forestry. . . .
b) Dwellings are permitted in the Forest designation in the
following circumstances:

i) on land in the Forest Land Reserve and zoned FLR
under the Land Use Bylaw, one accessory dwelling is
permitted per lot if the lot complies with Land
Transportation Policy.       

ii) land whose owner grants to the Silva Forest
Foundation and the Local Trust Committee or any other
covenantee satisfactory to the Local Trust Committee a
covenant to manage the land in accordance with
sustainable forest practices and prohibiting subdivision of
the land into lots less than 20 hectares (49.4 acres), may be
rezoned to permit one accessory dwelling per 20 hectares
(49.4 acres) if the lot complies with Land Transportation

GALIANO from page 2

GALIANO, please turn to page 10

Noise Bylaw Adopted
Thank you to all who provided input after reviewing the
proposed noise bylaw. Your suggestions caused the CRD to limit
noise from construction etc. to 7pm at the latest, and re-examine
the provisions for exemptions.  The bylaw was adopted at the
October CRD Board Of Directors Meeting.  

This bylaw covers all of the Southern Gulf Islands and was
made at the request of the RCMP and other SGI residents,
particularly those from Galiano who previously had no noise
bylaw. Pender and Mayne Islands’ bylaws also required
updating. The adopted Bylaw 3378 can be viewed at
www.crd.bc.ca/bylaws/animalcontrolnoiseti_/index.htm.  

Taxation
The Honourable John Les, Solicitor General, met with the CRD
Chief Financial Officer, local MLAs and Electoral Area Directors
to discuss the proposed New Police Financing Model in Small
Communities due to be implemented in 2007.  

Again the CRD advocated an attempt to convince the
Solicitor General to consider the impact of  this proposal on high
assessments areas.  Currently the Rural Tax Levy covers policing
and roads, this new model would add a new tax for policing only
without reducing the existing levy. The CRD’s position is that
this would appear to be a double tax.  

The provincial government insists on reaching its goal of
collecting an additional $30 million, which they claim
represents 50% of policing costs in small communities. A
further meeting has been scheduled.  

BC Ferry Advisory Commissions
As the 2008-2012 Performance Term (Coastal Ferry Services
Contract with the Province) nears, representatives from the
Ferry Advisory Committees of BC gathered in discussions with
BC Ferries’ CEO and President David Hahn and senior BCF
executives. It was an informative session covering core service
levels, provincial service fees, price caps and much more.
Representatives of the FACs will now meet with Ministry of
Transportation senior staff and the BC Ferry Commissioner.

Building Inspection
CRD Building Inspection staff, along with Islands Trust planners,
staff from the Homeowners Protection Office and the Vancouver
Island Health Authority, held public information meetings on
Galiano and Saturna Islands (see Saturna Notes, page 3).  

Sessions will be held on Pender and Mayne Islands in
November. Among various other interesting topics discussed was
the new building code that will be instated December 15, 2006.
CRD will hold  a seminar in Sidney for SGI builders addressing the
changes in the new code; the date will be advertised.

Yard Waste Collection on Pender 
While the questionnaires are still coming in and the information
is still being tabulated, it is not too early to say the recent pilot
project in Magic Lake Estates area was a huge success. The CRD
launched this project to reduce backyard-burning, a goal
supported by the Southern Gulf Islands Clean Air Initiative.  The
removal of yard debris will reduce wildfire risk to homes by
reducing fireload on the ground in the densely populated Magic
Lake estates area, a goal supported by Pender Island’s Fire Chief. 

Due to the overwhelming response of residents, and the
enormous piles of yard waste put out for collection, plans for
roadside chipping had to change. The woody-debris ‘chips’ will

Southern Gulf Islands’
CRD Director’s Report 
Susan DeGryp 

CRD REPORT, please turn to page 7
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The view from Mount Maxwell—one of Salt Spring Island’s watersheds..

Labyrinthine journeys ~ Trysh Ashby-Rolls

T
ucked away in the forest, east of Roberts Creek, on the
Sunshine Coast is a replica of the Chartres Cathedral
labyrinth. It was intended to be David Moul’s retirement

project. But ‘people said wouldn’t it be nice to have it ready for
the Millennium’, says Moul. ‘So I said sure, ok.’ He spent every
spare moment finishing it. He built his labyrinth between May
and December 1999, well before he gave up work as an aquatic
toxicologist for the Department of the Environment in 2002.

The root of the word labyrinth, labyr, means ‘to turn.’ Labyr,
however, was also the name of a ceremonial ax used in ancient
Crete to sacrifice bulls to the Moon-goddess. Labyrinths in those
days were square, and often the design decorated coins, caves
and tombs. Some say the labyrinth originated in Tantric
Hinduism. Whatever the case, one things seems certain: they go
back thousands of years. Nor are they to be confused with
mazes, which are—well, confusing.

Labyrinths do have geometric cousins, however, such as the
spiral, the mandala and the hexagram. They can be found in just
about any spiritual tradition—the Kabala or Tree of Life from
Jewish mysticism, the Hopi Medicine Wheel and the Man in the
Maze in Native Amerindian spirituality, ceremonies honouring
the Great Goddess in Paganism, and in Christianity as a way to
commune with God. In medieval times, the labyrinth, such as
the one at Chartres Cathedral in northern France, represented
the Christian pilgrim’s journey to the Holy City of Jerusalem. 

Increasingly today, they are used for simple walking
meditations to quiet the mind of its incessant chatter. ‘You get
the same benefits as going for a walk alone in the woods,’ Moul
thinks. ‘But for people who are in an urban environment it’s a
nice escape and a nice place to come.’

When he began constructing his labyrinth, he thought of it
simply as something interesting to build, especially figuring out
its geometry. ‘Basically I knew it was an old design found in
cathedrals. I was more concerned with the design rather than
with its meditative aspects. I just thought it was cool.’

His design, based on the one in Chartres, which was
constructed in the early thirteenth century, is the same 42 feet in
diameter. There is one major difference though. ‘Chartres
Cathedral has lines. It’s a pavement labyrinth, so it’s embedded
in the floor,’ Moul explains. ‘You walk all over it. This,’ he points
to an opening among the trees on his acreage, ‘is made of
pebbles. So because there’s dimension to the rock, of course the
paths are narrower than you find in the cathedral.’

It’s those rocks he’s still working on, all 8,500 of them.
Although he bought them from a landscape store as ‘frosted
white river rocks’ they are natural rock—pebbles possibly. He
put each one down by hand and now he wants to clean them up.
‘They’ve aged. Lichen and moss have changed the colour on
them so they’re not as white as they used to be.’

If Moul’s interest in the labyrinth was the design and
construction to start with, now he’s more involved with its
meaning, history, and use.

As a path or sacred journey, the labyrinth is a metaphor for
the contrary interweaving of life’s hopes and fears, pleasure and
pain. It reminds the seeker that all life comes from the Creator
(birth) and is a continuous circle that returns to the Creator
(death). The circular shape is important since it represents the
chaos in medieval ‘sacred geometry’ whereas the square was
considered by classical educators of those times to represent
‘comprehensible order.’

By using a mix of arithmetic, geometry and astronomy,
diagrams were designed to be not only functional but for
moments of stillness that would reveal a ‘continuous, timeless,
universal action generally hidden from our sensory perception’,
according to scholars such as the Reverend Dr Lauren Artress,
Canon of the Episcopalian Grace Cathedral, San Francisco. ‘The
path lies in 11 concentric circles with the twelfth being the

Labyrinth Locator
1. Bowen Island: The Xenia Centre. Two labyrinths:

Indoor Chartres-style labyrinth and 11-circuit outdoor 
labyrinth in the Hopi/Cretan/Celtic design. Info: 
www.xeniacentre.com. Click on Sacred Spaces.

2. Burnaby: St. Timothy’s Anglican Church, 4550 
Kitchener Ave. Turf labyrinth.

3. Galiano Island: At Top o’ the Heap: 647 Georgia 
View Road. Forest labyrinth. Host Patricia Joyce. Info:
www.topotheheap.com.

4. Harrison Mills: Historic Fenn Lodge. Outdoor 
labyrinth in woodland setting. Info: www.fennlodge.com

5. Nanaimo: The Bethlehem Retreat Centre,  2371 Arbot 
Road. Outdoor Chartres-style labyrinth in rural setting. 
Info: 250-754-3254 or bethret@shaw.ca.

6. Roberts Creek: ‘La Pointe Vierge Labyrinthe’. 2441 
Grant Road. Chartres-style forest Labyrinth (picture 
below) Host David Moul. Info: 604-886-7458 or 
dmoul@dccnet.com.

7. Vancouver: Shaughnessy Heights United Church.
Chartres-style labyrinth in gymnasium. Info: www.shuc.ca
or 604-261-6377.

8. Vancouver: Vancouver School of Theology, UBC 
campus, Outdoor Maltese labyrinth. Located on the south-
east side of Iona Building nestled in park area and         
meditation garden.

9. Vancouver: St. Pauls Anglican Church of the West End,
corner of Jervis and Pendrell Streets. Canada’s first 
permanent indoor labyrinth.

10. Vancouver: Work continues on Chartres-style labyrinth 
at a green space near 29th and Renfrew Skytrain station.

11. Victoria: Christ Church Anglican Cathedral, 951 Quadra 
St. 7-circuit outdoor labyrinth. Wheelchair and walker 
accessible.

12. Victoria: Queenswood House Retreat Centre near UVic. 
Outdoor labyrinth in wooded area, beach nearby. The 
centre is open to all faiths. Info: 250-477-3822.

13. Victoria: in the park opposite James Bay United 
Church. 7-circuit labyrinth. 

14. Mayne Island: in Dinner Bay Park (below).

LABYRINTH, please turn to facing page
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Caring where your money is invested 
can go hand in hand with good returns.

(250) 405-2468
Learn more at: www.pinchgroup.ca (877) 405-2400

Invest Ethically

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone: (250) 386-7643

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Photo: Wendi Lopateckii

Salt Spring Island’s  Wave Hill Farm displayed their harvest during farm tours at the
annual apple festival. Wave Hill Farm has one of the oldest Salt Spring orchards..

NORTH PENDER ISLAND
LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE

NOTICE OF COMMUNITY INFORMATION MEETING

The North Pender Island Local Trust Committee will be holding a     
Community Information Meeting     

on the following application: 

1. Rezoning NP-RZ-2006.1 (Elliott): This is an application to amend the zoning of 
the Port Washington Shed.  

www.islandstrust.bc.ca
information@islandstrust.bc.ca

DATE: Saturday, October 21, 2006 @ 1:00 pm
LOCATION: Community Hall (Upstairs),  Pender Island

At this meeting, the applicant’s representative will present information concerning the
proposal and answer questions. Members of the public interested in learning more about the
application or making comments are encouraged to attend. The local trustees and Islands
Trust staff will be available to listen to community comments and answer questions.    

Copies of the draft zoning will be available at the meeting.    

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

CRD REPORT from page 5
still be available to the public.  

It should be noted that no tax dollars were
spent on this pilot project. The costs  came out of
the CRD’s Solid Waste budget, which is derived
from revenues from garbage tipping fees and the
sale of recyclables. Many thanks to all those who
participated in this pilot project.

Fact Finding
Please contact me if you have any questions or
need clarification on any CRD related topic,
250-629-6298 or directorsgi@crd.bc.ca. I’m
always happy to hear from you, willing to listen
to your concerns and I will do my best to find
answers for you. �

Salt Spring Celebrates Apples ~ Wendi Lopatecki

I
t was obvious from the moment we
stepped into the Salt Spring Apple Festival
at Fulford Hall on October 1 that this

would be a day of adjectives. 
Gazing down on the array of 200-plus

varieties of organic, locally grown apples before
me, my eyes were seduced by the glowing
palette of colour simmering in the warm,
filtered sunlight of the morning. Burgundy,
lime, bright, deep, blushed, freckled, somber,
intense, golden, glossy, dim, shy, pale, hinting,
sunkissed and shaded. 

Size and shape spoke to me next, with
equally as diverse stances—round, fat, lumpy,
lean, oval, warbled, huge, and tiny. I spotted a
few familiar looking clusters, reminding me of
the examples I carried with me from my own
few mystery trees in hopes of identifying them.

I headed over to a side table where the
adjectives were shooting out like rockets, where
apples were being sliced and peeled, stems
plucked and history probed at. A cluster of
people waited and watched, flipping through
four huge apple identifying books. Michael
Cowan and Ann Aylanrd from the BC Fruit
Testers Association were working their hardest
at finding names for these lost apples. ‘It’s very
interesting and challenging because there’s so
much to keep in mind. We’re forever learning,’
says Ann, holding my apple and turning it over
in her fingers. Michael chuckles, ‘yes, we’re fruit

testers, not experts.’  
Micheal’s expertise is apparent as he steers

through the possibility of 17,000 named apple
varieties in the world today. It appears that the
mystery apple probe is an intense process,
considering the stem, the cavity, the tree and
where it grows, the skin thickness, and any
other possible detail pertaining to the whole
lifecycle of the apple.

As the crowd thickened and we heard apple-
inspiring words from speakers Super Apple
and Johnny Apple Seed, my family and I
turned our thoughts to the map of Salt Spring
Island and the 17 farms we were welcomed to
visit on this sunny autumn Sunday. 

We stopped at Wave Hill Farm, a quiet,
organic market garden and orchard consisting
of Salt Spring’s first heritage orchard, dating
back to 1860. There we began our first tastings.
Wolf River apples, Kings and Cox Pipins, plus
fresh pressed apple juice. Crisp, light, sweet,
tart—the adjectives again began flowing.

It was at the next farm, however, that things
really got going.  Toted as ‘apple heaven’ on the
map, and seemingly the most popular stop on
the route, Apple Luscious Organic Orchard had
over 100 apple varieties out on tables for
tasting. Here, the adjectives buzzed and hung
like bees in the sun. Mild, tangy, citrusy, bland,
soft, crunchy, dry, moist, hard, mellow, rosey,

I
t’s mushroom season
and the Pacific
Northwest is well

known for the interesting
mushrooms that grow all around us. In this mild
damp weather, when the woods blossom with
these unsual plants, walks take on a new interest.
Everyone has an interest in whether they are
poisonous or edible, and a wish to take the edible
ones home to taste. Eating mushrooms from the
woods is a prized activity for those in the know. 

Common Mushrooms of the Northwest is a
handy little book to take with you for the pure
fun of naming these exquisite plants. Its clear
and very colourful photos will help sharpen your
eyes as you tramp along roadsides or through
woods this fall. Take the youngsters for a great
nature walk.

In this new guide you’ll also meet some of the
more astonishing species. The White Matsutake
is a world-famous mushroom, commanding up
to $200 per pound and is much in demand in

Japan. Another species, the
Hooded False Morel is a
fungus that contains a
compound with the chemical
composition of rocket fuel. The
Northwest is also home to the world’s most
poisonous mushroom, as well as an edible
mushroom so large that one slice fills a fry pan!

The guide features 130 species of mushrooms
and other fungi found in the Northwest, from
Alaska to Oregon. Besides a description of each
species, the book includes habitat, range,
edibility (with tips on freezing, canning and
drying), tips on distinguishing similar species,
how to make spore prints and information on
mushroom mycology.

Common Mushrooms of the Northwest: Alaska,
Western Canada & the Northwestern United
States, J. Duane Sept, Calypso Publishing,
Sechelt, 604-885-3035, www.calypso-
publishing.com, $12.95.�

labyrinth centre. The path meanders
throughout the whole circle. There are 34 turns
on the path going into the centre. Six are semi-
right turns and 28 are 180 degree turns.’

The numbers all have particular meaning.
Medieval scholars, in common with modern

students of numerology and various other
numeric systems, understand every number or
combination of numbers is ‘symbolic of higher
realities.’ Perhaps it is no accident, either, that
in Hindu scripture it was a Goddess who gave
birth to the rhythms of the Ragas, day and
night, the inch and other units of
measurement. Moul hasn’t forgotten ‘the
feminine aspect of the divine.’ His labyrinth is
overseen by Hagia Sophia, or Holy Wisdom.

Yet, when asked, he says there is not
necessarily any significance in the labyrinth. ‘In
Chartres Cathedral they think there’s a
Minotaur in the centre being slain and that’s

been moved so it’s just a vacant pavement. In
this one, I just put a little bird bath.’ He has also
draped prayer flags around two sides of his
labyrinth, all in different colours. Not all of
them are Buddhist—far from it. ‘They’re multi-
faith,’ says Moul. ‘Islam, Sufi, Christian, Jewish,
Lau Tzu teachings, Great Goddess and Native
Indian spiritualities, Buddha’s Wheel of
Samsara, Japanese Zen.’

In Europe, the Celts and later on the early
‘Christian Celtic’ church often built their
labyrinths in natural outdoor settings. Sacred
dances would be performed in them to
celebrate sun and religious festivals. Moul uses
his for rituals and ceremonies too. Solstices,
equinoxes, and even a couple of weddings. One
was a Native Shaker ceremony with button
blankets; the other, Christian. For that one he
moved the bird bath to make way for a small
altar table. �

LABYRINTH from previous page

Book Review

Mushrooms at our feet

APPLES, please turn to page 10

Replacement for Queen of
the North

BC Ferries has reached an agreement for the
purchase of a two-year old vessel currently
named the MV Sonia, to replace the Queen of
the North. 

The deal, worth 35.7 million Euros or
approximately $50.6 million Canadian, will see
BC Ferries taking ownership of the vessel in the
next few weeks. The 117 metre ship has 70 state
rooms and will accommodate over 600
passengers and 101 vehicles. The vessel
underwent extensive surveys by the BMT Group,
a world-leading naval architect firm, as well as a
team of BC Ferries personnel. The vessel is
currently operating out of Barcelona, Spain. 

The vessel will undergo approximately $18
million in modifications this winter to improve
customer amenities and meet safety
requirements to operate in Canadian waters. As
part of the process, the ship will be reflagged
and renamed, and is expected to enter service
next spring, in time to relieve the Queen of

Prince Rupert for its annual refit. 
Just last month, BC Ferries announced that

a contract has been awarded to construct a new
vessel to replace the Queen of Prince Rupert.
This ship is expected to enter service in the
spring of 2009. 

Seven Ships to be Added 
President and CEO David L. Hahn said recently
that BC Ferries is on the verge of undertaking
one of the largest capital expansion programs
in its history. 

‘With the recent acquisition of a vessel to
replace the Queen of the North, BC Ferries is
now getting ready to take delivery of seven
vessels over the course of the next three years.’

The new and recently acquired vessels
include: three new Super C-class double ended
vessels now under construction; an
intermediate size ferry to be constructed in
North Vancouver starting this year;  a new
vessel to replace the Queen of Prince Rupert; a
two-year old vessel (MV Sonia) to replace the
Queen of the North; and a 35-car ferry to be
used as a relief vessel for the Gulf Islands. �

BC Ferries fleet changing and expanding

site of future Games.
The Cowichan Tribes, who have owned and

occupied their valley territory for thousands of
years (archaeological evidence dates their
existence as far back as 4,500 years) entered
the bid process for the 2008 Games in early
2004. The Aboriginal community had the
strong backing and support of the non-
Aboriginal Cowichan Valley community and
outscored Chilliwack to become the successful
BC bid. 

The NAIG mission statement is to improve
the quality of life for Indigenous peoples by
supporting self-determined sports and cultural
activities which encourage equal access to
participation in the social/cultural fabric of the
community they reside in and which respects
indigenous distinctiveness. 

Economically, it is expected that more than
$30 million will be generated as a result of the
Games, as much as 90% of this will stay in the
Cowichan Valley. �

NAIG from page 4
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Housing Matters
Housing Matters BC provides a new vision for meeting British Columbians’ housing needs. It delivers 
on government’s commitment to build the best system of support in Canada for persons with disabilities,
those with special needs, children at risk and seniors. It’s only the beginning. We look forward to a
continuing dialogue with our partners.

Housing Matters BC is based on the belief that housing is more than bricks and mortar. Safe, affordable
housing provides a place from which we all can pursue our dreams. Our strategy will help homeless
individuals stabilize their lives. It will help people with disabilities access suitable housing. It will help seniors
remain living in the communities they have built. It will help low-income working families live affordably.
And it will build the foundation to help our children realize their full potential.

Honourable Rich Coleman
Minister Responsible for Housing

using Fact

V I E W P O I N T S

The Rental Assistance Program will address the income shortage problem faced

by some working families. It will immediately assist households in core need to

redirect some of their scarce resources away from rent and toward food, clothing

and other necessities.

Al Kemp  
CEO, RENTAL OWNERS AND MANAGERS SOCIET Y OF BC

The majority of Aboriginal people live off-reserve and have a fundamental

need for safe, adequate, affordable, healthy housing delivered in a culturally

sensitive manner. BC Housing has made a shift to allow the supportive housing

programs for off-reserve Aboriginal people to be delivered by the Aboriginal

plaud them for giving us this 

termination.

TION

lding regulatory system is safe,

nt is a team responsibility that

all levels of government in

th the housing industry. It means

housing sector in various dialogues

an up-to-date and responsive

framework.

marsh  
IAN HOME BUILDE ERS’ ASSOCIATION OF BC

H E L P I N G  T H O S E I N N E E D

• The Province will provide emergency shelters and reach out to
the homeless to provide links to more permanent housing.

• People who need special support and can’t find housing in the
private market will receive priority for subsidized housing. 

• Aboriginal people will have more housing resources.

• Tenants in subsidized housing will be offered new ways to
become more self-sufficient and find affordable rental housing in 
the private market.

• Low-income working families will be helped through the Rental 
Assistance Program in the private rental housing market, where 
most already live

H E L P I N G  H O M
Improvements to t
Transfer Tax Exemp
Grant help people
and with the cost o
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the building safety
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RANGE OF HOUSING OPTIONS

DEPENDENT INDEPENDENT

GOVERNMENT-ASSISTED HOUSING
(Accounts for almost six per cent of the province’s total housing stock)

THE HOUSING FOUNDATION: building, safety and consumer protection program, policy, legislation and regulation

* This includes a projection of 15,000 low-income working families to be helped under the Rental Assistance Program.

Emergency Shelter 
and Housing for 
the Homeless

Traditional, 
Supported and 
Assisted Living

Independent Social 
Housing

Rent Assistance in 
the Private Market

Private Market 
Rentals

3,680 homeless 
individuals assisted

17,460 special needs
individuals and frail
seniors assisted

43,760 low-income 
seniors and 
families assisted

*34,020 households
assisted

23,234 exemptions
under the First Time
Home Buyers’ Program

Home Ownership

High Level
Support Services

Low Level
Support Services

Moderate Level
Support Services

Rental 
Assistance 
Program

W H O  I S  E L I G I B L E ?

You may be eligible if:
• You have at least one or more dependent child under 

the age of 19.
• You have an annual income below $20,000.
• Some or all of your annual income comes from employment.
• You have less than $10,000 in assets.
• You file an annual income tax return.
• You pay more than 30 per cent of your household income 

towards rent for your home, or pay pad rental for a manufactured
home (trailer) that you own and occupy.

• You have lived in British Columbia for the full 12 months
immediately preceding the date of application.

• You meet the citizenship requirements for the program.

You will not be eligible if:
• You live in subsidized housing.
• You live in co-operative housing and are a shareholder.

• You or your family receive income assistance under the B.C.
Employment and Assistance Act (excluding the Medical Services Plan).

• You own a home that you do not live in. 
• You or a member of your family does not meet the citizenship 

requirements or came to Canada under a private sponsorship 
agreement that is still in force.

The program gives the most money to the people with the least income. 
The amount of assistance is determined by the household size, income, 
rent and where you live in the province.

To obtain an application form for the Rental Assistance Program:
• Download an application from www.bchousing.org;
• Call BC Housing at 604-433-2218 or 1-800-257-7756 (outside the 

Lower Mainland) to have an application mailed to you; or,
• Ask in person at any BC Housing offi  ce. 

It can be a struggle for low-income working families to make rent payments in B.C.’s housing market. That’s
why the Province is introducing the Rental Assistance Program. The program will provide direct cash assistance
to eligible low-income working families with children under the age of 19. Assistance is paid directly to eligible 
households to assist these families with monthly rent payments in the private market.
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Come home to a great return.

It’s a good feeling, knowing that the money you invest with Island Savings helps make the Islands a better place to live.

It’s also good to know that, with these special term deposit rates, you can count on a great return from a powerful
investment†. Take advantage of these limited time rates – and see for yourself why it’s good to be here.

BRENTWOOD 544-4041  CEDAR 722-7073 CHEMAINUS 246-3273 DOUGLAS & BROUGHTON OPENING SOON DUNCAN 746-4171 LADYSMITH 245-0456 LAKE COWICHAN 749-6631

MAYFAIR MALL 385-4476  MILL BAY 743-5534 SALT SPRING 537-5587 SHAWNIGAN 743-5395 WEST SHORE 474-7262 WOODGROVE CENTRE 390-7070 www.ISCU.com    

A premium rate and 
the freedom to cash after 90 days.

An outstanding
short term rate.

Perfect balance of rate and 
flexibility to redeem on 

anniversary dates.

1YEAR 1YEAR 5YEAR

3.75% 4.00% 4.65%

CASHABLE
TERM DEPOSIT*

NON-REDEEMABLE
 TERM DEPOSIT*

REDEEMABLE STEP-UP
TERM DEPOSIT*

**

* Each ‘Separate Deposit’ as defined by Regulations is guaranteed up to $100,000 by the Credit Union Insurance Corporation. Interest rates subject to change without notice. ** 5th year rate. † All term deposits shown here are RRSP-eligible.

Policy. The location of the dwelling and any accessory
buildings or structures must be selected to minimize their
impact and the impact of related services on the forest, and
the Land Use Bylaw amendment must specify the location of
the buildings.  

iii) on lands zoned F2 on the date of adoption of this
policy, one accessory  dwelling is permitted per lot.
c) The lot size for subdivision of Forest land shall be at least
20 hectares (49.4 acres) except as permitted under policy d).   
d) Lands zoned F1 on the date of adoption of this policy
may despite the minimum lot area specified in F1 zoning
regulations be rezoned to RR (Rural Residential) and FH
(Heritage Forest) to permit one dwelling per 8 hectares
(19.76 acres) of  F1 zoned land, if the owner       

i) complies with Land Transportation Policy;     
ii) submits development approval information that

recommends a preferred location and layout for such
dwellings minimizing their impact, and that of related
services, on the integrity of the forest ecosystem of adjoining

lands that will retain Forest zoning, with the area proposed
to be rezoned to RR occupying not more than one-third of
any waterfront boundary of any lot proposed to be rezoned;
and     

iii) transfer any lands in excess of 2 hectares (4.94 acres)
per 8 hectares  (19.76 acres) of F1 land being rezoned, which
excess lands must be rezoned FH (Heritage Forest) to
permit forestry and associated educational uses only, to an
incorporated Galiano Island organization of at least 30
years standing that has as one of its objects the stewardship
of forest land. The owner must prior to the transfer grant to
the Silva Forest Foundation and the Local Trust Committee
or any other covenantee satisfactory to the Local Trust
Committee a covenant to manage the Land in accordance
with sustainable forest practices and prohibiting
subdivision of the Land.

Thus the essence of Bylaws 81-85 was written into the 1995 OCP.

Littoral: Tales from the
Big Island ~ Trysh Ashby-Rolls

Cowichan Search & Rescue Hikers
A cold, wet afternoon made the going tough for four Maple
Mountain hikers. They lost their way. After carrying on for a
while, growing darkness stopped them in their tracks and they
called 911 on a cellphone. Search and Rescue officials advised
the four young adults to bed down for the night as best they
could, and the RCMP checked on the two men and two women
through the night via the cellphone. 

Before sun-up next morning, volunteers proceeded up the
mountain and found the hikers ‘hungry but keeping warm by
the fire,’ according to police. Search leader Mike Neeland says
the hikers were unprepared for a night on the mountain. They
had no water, food or extra clothes with them. 

Hikers should always carry matches, water, high protein
food and warm clothes, other than what they’re wearing,
Neeland emphasizes. ‘Especially when they think they’ll be gone
only a few hours. They’re the hikers,’ he says, ‘who [Search and
Rescue] ends up looking for.’

Duncan Dog Rescue
It wasn’t Search and Rescue who came looking, but it did take
several men, a mini-excavator and a saw to rescue a small dog.
But after a morning’s hard work, Fidget, a Jack Russell terrier,
was only a little the worse for wear. All he had to show for his
adventure was a dirty, wet coat, and scratches on his legs that
made it hard for him to walk. 

He had just spent a night stuck some 25 metres down a
drainage pipe.  The story began when the dog’s owner, Kathie
Dorval, called her dogs, from the back door of her Duncan
home. Usually Fidget and Harley come right away. But Dorval
heard the pair ‘barking at something in the woods.’ She thought
they had probably backed a small animal into a corner. When
only Harley turned up, she realized something was wrong. 

At first light she went to investigate, preparing herself for the
worst. But this is a story with a happy ending. She heard Fidget
whimpering far down the pipe. The next thing she knew,
relatives and neighbours turned out to assist.  After several holes
were cut in the pipe, Fidget was free and after a day or so on the
couch, nicely recovered. A grating has been installed.

Errington Pipe Needs Grating
A little girl in Errington has something in common with poor
Fidget. The 4-year-old crawled through a 30-centimetre
diameter pipe and down 8 metres when she met a spider—or so
she thought. Unlike Miss Muffet, who ran away when she saw
the large creature, this youngster froze. She was so frightened
that it took 15 minutes for her mom, paramedics, the Errington
Volunteer Fire Service and even police to coax her out. The big
spider turned out to be a tree root.  �

GALIANO from page 5

GALIANO, please turn to facing page

Southern Gulf Islands’ travellers, and weekenders in particular,
will miss the Queen of Nanaimo for the next six weeks. The
vessel is off Route #9  until  Friday, December 8, returning in
time for the busy holiday season. The annual refit includes a
main engine overhaul, an upgrade of the car deck ventilation
system and regulatory surveys.

During this period the Queen of Tsawwassen will be the

replacement vessel. Because she has less capacity for cars and
passengers, some overloads may occur at peak sailing times. BC
Ferries is recommending reservations.

Alternate throughfare service (same price) to the Southern
Gulf Islands is available by using the Tsawwassen–Swartz Bay
ferry and transferring to the Gulf Islands or Salt Spring routes
(#4, #5, #5A). �

APPLES from page 7
punchy, yummy. Especially popular were the many types of pink
and red fleshed apples with such captivating names as Aerlie
Red Flesh, Almata, Pink Pearl, Webster’s Pink Meat, Winters
Red Flesh. Other names bounced off my tongue like Elizabethan
Sonnets—Arlet, Ashmead’s Kernel, Belle de Boskoop, Chenango
Strawberry, Emerald Spire, Esopus Spitzenburg, Jefferis, Kandil
Sinap, MacFree, Merton Beauty, Muscadet de Dieppe,
Rubinette, Tsugaru, Winter Banana. A far more impressive cast
than could be found on any supermarket shelf.  

Apple Festival organizers Harry and Debbie Burton began
planting this young orchard only 20 years ago, and it has grown
to include 200 different connoisseur apple varieties growing on
300 trees. They embrace organic practices, allowing blackberry
bushes, nitrogen fixing weeds, and bee attracting flowers to

flourish in any bare spot available. Everything lies thick with
mulches, giving the farm a cushiony, layered feel ripe with
warmth and moisture. These apples, as well as being the centre
of attention, are also an important link in a continual and
symbiotic chain with everything around them.

As the day progressed and the sticky juices of so many apples
began to blend into each other on my fingers, I had to leave the
apple connoisseurs behind. I arrived home and gazed at my four
mystery apple trees, laden this year with enough apples for my
family, my neighbours, our friends, or anyone who asks. Close to
home, clean air, ripening fruit under which children play and
daily life is lived, these apples remind me that real food, by
whichever name we give it, links us to our roots and our
communities. �

Queen of Nanaimo will be back for Christmas

A safe and happy Hallowe’en to all our readers —young and old!
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AUTOMOTIVE HOME  & PROPERTY SERVICES

MAUI 
Vacation Condos

1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views

Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

D. A. SMITHSON 
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252  or
250-478-6937
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(PAID BY DEADLINE ONLY - VISA ACCEPTED) • Phone 250-629-3660, Fax 250-629-3838          Email: islandtides@islandtides.com • Next DEADLINE: October 25, 2006 

BULLETIN BOARD BOXED ADS – 1.5’, 2’ & 3’– $20 per inch+gst— multi-issue discounts       BULLETIN BOARD WORD ADS  - $16.96  for 25 words or less, 27¢ per additional word

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

TRANSMISSION SERVICE
�Road test by qualified  

technician
�Cleanand inspect 

transmission pan 
�40-point driveline 

safety check

only
$39.95

* 
for cars

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)

SIDNEY 
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES

• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP & 
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

ISLAND EXPLORER
PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230
Southern Gulf 

House & Cottage Rentals

PENDER ISLAND LONG TERM:
Spacious and bright 2 bedroom, 2
bathroom home. Short walk to
ocean beach-$900.
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT •  RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

TTrreevvoorr EErriikkssoonn,, RR..AAcc
RReeggiisstteerreedd AAccuuppuunnccttuurriisstt
For an appointment call the
Pender Island Health Centre:

662299--33332222

Traditional Chinese Medicine
Acupuncture

Used by people for
over 3000 years and

recognized by the
World Health

Organization as a safe,
effective, drug-free

therapy for many
common health problems.

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

ISLAND
MARINE

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

Rent/Lease/Buy
Quality Used Cars & Trucks

SIDNEYCARS.COM

We will pick you up 
from Ferries and Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788

Monthly 
Rentals 

from $525.
Mention this ad and

get an additional
10% off.

GSA Auto 
Rentals & Sales

SSppeecciiaalliizziinngg iinn…… 
PPVVCC DDeecckk MMeemmbbrraanneess
&& AAlluummiinnuumm RRaaiilliinnggss
for Sundecks, Garage
Decks and Roofdecks.
CCAALLLL DDAAVVEE WWOOOODDEE

CCOONNTTRRAACCTTIINNGG::
225500--553377--22999900 oorr 
11--880000--880044--66228888

SSeerrvviicciinngg tthhee GGuullff IIssllaannddss
GETAWAYS

MARINE

TToollll--ffrreeee::

11--886666--339999--77552255

• DOCKS

• RAMPS

• PILE DRIVING

www.heavymetalmarineltd.com

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing 

• Custom Flashing 
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters  

1-877-652-0599
Member:  Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca 

FREE
SCRAP CAR
REMOVAL
Gulf Islands

Victoria • Sooke
Sidney • Duncan 

1-250-744-6842

ADVERTISE WITH US! BOXED ADS START AT $28. 
Phone: 250-629-3660   Email: islandtides@islandtides.com   Web: www.islandtides.com

www.PROVEN
HEALTH

SOLUTIONS.net
Electrically Available®

Nutritional Supplements
Help others attain Ideal
Health & be highly rewarded.
FREE educational info
package. (250)220-1262

BUSINESS OPP

Waterworks 
Bulk Water Delivery Ltd
• 3000gals Drinking Water •

Tank Filling, Cleaning,
Sales & Rentals

Pool Filling
CRD Health Approved

250-474-7912

HEALTH

Steele Greenhouse

Components Inc.

    Mayne Island
Tel: (604) 532-1817     

      www.steelgc.com  

Greenhouses

for Farm 

and Garden

BC Gold & Platinum
Mining Properties

Properties with mineral
occurrences or mines for sale
in beautiful British Columbia

& Ontario, Canada.
Prospect for, or develop Gold,

Platinum, Silver, Jade,
Hotsprings & more.
40 acres & up from

$2000.00 (CDN) Owner
financing is available.

For a full list of properties:
www.BCgold.ca
1-877-GOLD-404

WWW.PROPANEWEST.CA

1-888-754-5054

PROPANE 
appliances, tankless water

heaters, space heaters,
tanks, hoses, 

regulators & parts... 
for home, cabin or camp.

FOR RENT
North Pender: Long Term Only.
$975/mo plus Utilities. Upper Level,
New House. Internet ready. 250-629-
3201. Responsible, considerate,
mature tenants with References
only. Non-smoking, No Pets.

WORKSHOP
Pender Writers Circle Workshop on
Getting Published: 4-weekly sessions
starting  Mon, Nov 6. $40 or what you
can afford. Info: Trysh Ashby-Rolls:
t a s h b y r o l l s @ c a b l e l a n . n e t ,
250.629.2085 

GALIANO from previous page

Chief Justice Esson and de facto Law
In January 1996, the Galiano Conservancy once again appeared
before Chief Justice Esson, noting the decision of the Appeal
Court and asking him to review his  previous decision.

He then wrote:
No doubt, it is correct in this instance to say that the theory
is that the bylaws have always been in effect. It does not
follow that, for all purposes, the bylaws will be treated as
always having been in effect.

He went on to cite the de facto doctrine:
The application of the de facto doctrine is, however, limited
to validating acts which are taken under invalid authority;
it does not validate the authority under which the acts took
place. In other words, the doctrine does not give effect to
unconstitutional laws. It recognizes and gives effect only to
the justified expectations of those who have relied upon the
acts of those administering the invalid laws and to the
existence an efficacy of public and private bodies corporate,
though irregularly or illegally organized. Thus, the de facto
doctrine will save those rights, obligations and other effects
which have arisen out of actions performed pursuant to
invalid Acts of the Manitoba legislature by public and
private bodies corporate, courts, judges, persons exercising
statutory powers and public officials. Such rights,
obligations and other effects are, and always will be,
enforceable and unassailable.

(The Manitoba case referred to is one in which the Supreme
Court of Canada was asked to rule on the validity of many years
of Manitoba statutes which had not, as the Manitoba Act
required, been translated into French.) Chief Justice Esson went
on to say that an order of the Court (referring to Justice Paris’
decision) is ‘never a nullity and that it is valid until it is set aside
on appeal.’ He therefore validated the approving officer’s
decision with respect to Treeco (which had completed the
subdivision process before the Appeal Court ruling) but
specifically did not deal with applications which had not
completed the process.

Applications That Didn’t Make the Cut
In September 1996, an action was brought before Mr. Justice
Sigurdson by those forest property owners who were partway
through the subdivision process when the Appeal Court
judgment was brought down. The approving officer had then
refused to process the applications further, since they did not
meet the requirements of Bylaws 81, 82, 84, or 85. Sigurdson
concluded that:

None of the applicants have vested rights which require the
approving officer to process their subdivision applications;
nor is there a legal basis for the applicants to be exempt
from the current law.
For these reasons I conclude that the position taken by the
approving officer was correct. After the Court of Appeal’s
decision, the governing law was a bar to approval of the

applicants’ subdivisions. Accordingly, the answer to the
issue for resolution on the special case is no; the applicants
do not have rights with respect to their applications so that
they ought to be processed and considered by the approving
officer without regard to the Court of Appeal’s decision.

In November 1997 Justice Sigurdson’s decision was appealed,
but was upheld.

Land Use Bylaw 127, 1999
In 1999, a new Land Use Bylaw (Bylaw 127) clarified the Forest
zoning. It is summarized as follows:

Forest 1: Permits timber production, harvesting, accessory
forestry uses including sawmilling, planning, and the growing
of seedlings in nurseries, and a 93-square-metre unenclosed
building, but no residential use. 

Forest 2: Permits timber production, harvesting, accessory
forestry uses as above, a 93-square-metre unenclosed building,
one dwelling ‘accessory to timber production’ per parcel, but no
cottages. No lot having an area less than 20 hectares may be
created by subdivision. (But it includes some existing lots of less
than 20 hectares.) 

Forest 3: As Forest 2, except that all lots in this zone are
created by subdivision and must be 20 hectares or more. 

Heritage Forest: Permits timber production and
harvesting, accessory forestry uses as above, a 70-square-
metre unenclosed building, enclosed buildings for forestry
education and research uses, not exceeding 70 square metres in
total floor area. 

And further: No lot having an area less than 65 hectares
may be created by subdivision unless the lot is being created
subsequent to the rezoning of a F1 zoned parcel pursuant to
Forest policy d) iii) of the Galiano Island Official Community
Plan Bylaw Nº 108, 1995 (see above).      

Forest Land Reserve Zone: Permits a variety of forest,
grazing, wildlife, research, education, and also one residential
dwelling per parcel, with a minimum lot size of 65 hectares to
be created by subdivision. However, with the demise of the
Forest Land Reserve classification, this zone would appear to
be obsolete.

Private Managed Forest Land
During 2004, the Private Managed Forest Land Act was
brought into force, replacing the Forest Land Reserve. The
PMFL permits, as one of many forest management uses, one
residential dwelling per parcel, plus an undefined number of
residential buildings for employees. No local authority
permission is required to construct these buildings. The land
may be transferred out of PMFL at any time, either before or
after construction, without any reference to local authority. 

A significant proportion of Galiano forest land owners have
registered their holdings with PMFL, but cannot take advantage
of  the permitted residential use, because Galiano’s bylaws
predate the creation of the PMFL, and still apply.

The PMFL Act says:

21 (1) A local government must not
(a) adopt a bylaw under any enactment, or
(b) issue a permit under Part 21 or 26 of the Local 

Government Act in respect of land that is private managed
forest land that would have the effect of restricting, directly or
indirectly, a forest management activity.

(2) For certainty, this section applies if the bylaw or permit
would have the effect described in subsection (1) even though
the bylaw or permit does not directly apply to land referred
to in that subsection.

Should the Galiano Bylaws be changed or modified, forest land
owners might be able to invoke this section of the Act to
construct housing. The land may subsequently be taken out of
the PMFL upon payment of a proportion of the back tax
differential as laid out in the PMFL regulations, but the resultant
status of such land does not appear to have been tested in court.

Later Court Cases
A November 2000 case brought by the Galiano Conservancy
challenged whether the plans submitted by a particular forest lot
owner had met the requirements for a building permit prior to
the passing of Bylaw 127. The plans would not have met the
requirements of Bylaw 127. Justice Lowry decided that the
issuance of a building permit was legal, and dismissed the case.

A December 2004 case before Mr Justice Groberman sought
the removal of a restrictive covenant against the cutting of trees
on a number of the 20-acre lots created by Treeco in the time
between the Paris judgment and the Appeal Court reversal of
that judgment. 

The argument was that, since under the existing zoning (F1,
as defined in Bylaw 127, 1999) no residential use was permitted,
the covenenant meant that the land could not be used for either
residential or forestry purposes. The petition was refused,
despite the inclusion of the land under the Private Managed
Forest Land Act; the judge remarking that the PMFL Act would
not necessarily protect the trees since the land could be
withdrawn from PMFL at any time.

Conclusions
The net result of all this is still being argued. The ex-MB lands are
still zoned F1, which means that they will have to rezone in order
to establish residential use, under current bylaws. The original
Treeco 32-lot subdivision is also zoned F1, with registered 8-
hectare lots that do not conform to current Bylaws. A few Forest-
zoned lot owners have rezoned according to the current bylaws.

This year, at the request of the current Galian0 Local Trust
Committee, the provincial government provided funding for
Phase 1  of a review of the Forest section of the OCP in isolation.
Phase 2 is apparently pending. There is community
disagreement over how, and if, the isolated review should be
continued. (See also related letter from former Galiano Trustee
Margaret Griffiths, page 4.) �
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Accommodation & Attractions  
Vancouver Island & Around the Georgia Strait

The Haven B&B
In Peaceful Victoria

Close to the ocean, UVic, & the
hospital. Organic breakfasts,
private bathrooms. $40-$60

250-598-7015

That  ‘ L i t t l e ’  Tha t  ‘ L i t t l e ’  
Cof fee  P l aceCof fee  P l ace

HHiissttoorriicc DDuunnccaann,, 114499 CCaannaaddaa AAvvee
•• ooppppoossiittee tthhee ttrraaiinn ssttaattiioonn ••

2 50 - 7 46 - 5 2 3 32 50 - 7 46 - 5 2 3 3

3110 DOUGLAS ST. VICTORIA, BC  V8Z 3K4   
across from Mayfair Shopping Centre,

1-800-997-6797
www.blueridgeinn.ca

* Single occupancy. Subject to availability. Valid to March 31, 2003

$39*
from

better deal!
visitors a

Our quality accommodation includes:
indoor pool, sauna, 
free parking, in-room coffee, 
a convenient location 
and a warm welcome. 
Stay with us.

We offer 

* Single occupancy. Subject to availability. Valid to March 31, 2007.

45

Photo: John Roe

Parker Island residents and friends are working hard
to remove an abandoned barge and the associated
garbage (Galiano Island in the background).

Photo: Michelle Marsden

Allison and Shizen Jambor record data during the
‘Great Canadian Shoreline Clean-up’ on Pender
Island (September 2006).

On September 24, the Pender Islands received another beach
combing with 26 volunteers clearing over 400 pounds of marine
litter from 7 designated sites (see picture, right). 

Two weeks later, on the Thanksgiving weekend, volunteers
from Parker Island, just off Galiano Island, tackled the
monumental task of demolishing a 4,800-square-foot
abandoned barge (see picture, below). John Roe of Victoria
spearheaded the cleanup of the wreck that has been fouling the
shores after being aground for more than a decade. Roe has
previous experience in organizing and implementing the
Victoria Gorge waterway cleanup.

This laborious clean-up activity will continue until
completion, before the winter storms are upon us. Funds are
needed to transport by water the hundreds of bags of sorted
debris: drywall, insulation, metal, glass, pipes, timber and
plastic—not to mention the bulk of the rotten wood and concrete
undercarriage.

This is one of many derelict items in the Southern Gulf
Islands marine environment inventoried by John Roe.
Itemizing these finds on data cards provides a fall ‘snapshot’ of
our coastal state of health. Data collected is used for education
and to create solutions to the problems of solid waste and litter
in the marine environment.

Thousands of people across Canada took part in this ‘Great
Canadian Shoreline Cleanup’ sponsored by TD Canada Trust
with western coordination by the Vancouver Aquarium.

Back on the Penders, several wrecks are targeted for future
removal by the BC Coastal Cleanup Campaign, working to
restore our beaches back to their natural state. �

Islands’ shoreline cleanups
continue ~ Michelle Marsden

Three new sharp-tailed
snake sites found on Salt
Spring 
Three landowners on the north end of Salt Spring found new
Sharp-tailed snake sites during the spring and summer. These
three new sightings double the number of known sites on the
Island for this extremely elusive and endangered snake, and
come as a result of outreach to landowners and neighbourhood
gatherings near the snake’s known locations on Salt Spring.  All
of the landowners who identified the snake had attended a
neighbourhood meeting or talk about the snake.  

The Salt Spring Island Conservancy has been educating
landowners on Salt Spring as part of its Species at Risk
Stewardship project. The landowners are given tips on snake
identification and check artificial cover objects in habitat identified
by snake experts. The sightings were all verified by a digital photo.
Sharp-tailed snakes are found in only a few locations in BC, and all
sites on the Gulf Islands are located on private land, which means
that they are unprotected by law. The future of the snakes depends
on landowners to voluntarily protect their habitat.

Sharp-tailed snakes are non-venomous and completely
harmless.  They may be confused with juvenile garter snakes but
can be distinguished by the sharply pointed scale at the tip of
their tail, and the black and white banding on their belly. Adult
Sharp-tailed snakes are brown, about as thick as a pencil, and up
to 30cm long, which makes them one of the smallest snakes in
BC. Hatchlings are bright reddish brown and the size of large
earthworms. 

Sharp-tailed snakes are most active in early spring and fall.
During the hot and dry periods in the summer they hide
underground. Even when active near the surface, they are rarely
found on the surface; they hide under rocks, rotting logs, or
debris. They will sometimes venture out at night.

Garter snakes give birth to live young whereas Sharp-tailed
snakes lay eggs. Females lay between three and five eggs, and
deposit them underground or in cracks between rocks.  Because
hatching depends on the sun's heat, Sharp-tailed snakes use
south/southwest facing rocky slopes or small openings in
Douglas-fir/Arbutus forests for nesting, so it is important to
protect such habitat.

Humans and Sharp-tailed snakes often co-exist, which
means that they become victims of cars, weedeaters, cats, and
loss of their habitat to development, including backyard
projects. Tidying a property and removing these covers also
threatens its habitat. Gardeners may be pleased to learn that
small slugs are a favourite food of the Sharp-tailed snake—an
added incentive to provide suitable habitat.  

If you think you have seen a Sharp-tailed snake on your
property please call Karen Hudson at the Conservancy office:
250-538-0318 or email: ssiconservancy@saltspring.com. �

Chimney fire prompts 
warning to homeowners
A chimney-related Thanksgiving weekend house fire in Magic
Lake Estates has prompted Pender Island Fire Rescue Chief
Charlie Boyte to remind Islanders that chimney fires should be
treated as potentially lethal.

The fire at the home of Colin and Lynn Moran started,
around 11pm Saturday, as a ‘wisp of smoke’ where the chimney
meets the ceiling. Chief Boyte said it was called in as a chimney
fire, but was clearly a serious structural fire by the time nine
volunteer firefighters arrived on the scene.

Colin Moran was grateful. ‘They were terrific. They responded
quickly and were very professional. I was expecting water damage,
but there was hardly any. They even put tarps over the furniture
and over the roof. They were dragged out late at night and stayed
until after 2am. I want to say a big thank you.’

Chief Boyte said the Morans did the right thing by dialing 911
immediately. ‘Some folks believe a chimney fire will remain
contained, but there is always a chance the fire will spread to the
structure particularly if the chimney is poorly installed or when
there is extreme heat in a properly installed chimney.’

The fire chief asks residents to keep the following in mind,
since chilly weather means increased fireplace use, ‘A chimney
fire is a real fire and can kill; call 911 immediately and get out of
the house.’ On the prevention side: ‘Keep your chimney clean
and in good repair, and make sure your smoke alarms are
working properly.’ �


