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BC government approves logging in Walbran Valley

protection from forestry. A small portion
was left out of this area however, which
is the forest now being considered for
logging by Teal Jones.
The Wilderness Committee requested
emergency meetings with the Minister of
Forests, Lands and Natural Resource
Operations, Steve Thomson, but requests
have so far been denied. Wilderness
Committee says it does not advocate for
civil disobedience, but campaigner
Torrance Coste noted that there was
considerable opposition to any logging in
the Walbran Valley.
‘We don’t want this go to a blockade,’
Coste said. ‘The provincial government
has the ability to avoid that, and it’s time
for them to step up—they need to rescind
this permit and start engaging with the
company, local First Nations and the
public on alternatives.’ 0

The Leap Manifesto - leapmanifesto.org

The Manifesto starts from the premise that Canada
is facing the deepest crisis in recent memory because:
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission has
acknowledged shocking details about the violence of
Canada’s near past; deepening poverty and
inequality are a scar on the country’s present; and
Canada’s record on climate change is a crime against
humanity’s future.
These facts are all the more jarring because they
depart so dramatically from our stated values:
respect for Indigenous rights, internationalism,
human rights, diversity, and environmental
stewardship.
Canada is not this place today—but it could be.
We could live in a country powered entirely by truly
just renewable energy, woven together by accessible
public transit, in which the jobs and opportunities of
this transition are designed to systematically
eliminate racial and gender inequality. Caring for one
another and caring for the planet could be the

Advance voting for the October 19 federal election

According to Elections Canada, advance voting will be carried out in the same
locations as the regular polling places. (Polling place locations have not yet
been announced, but will be available on Elections Canada websites—or
voters can phone the numbers shown in box on right.) You may vote in
advance on October 9, 10, 11, 12 between noon and 8pm.
Before then, you may also vote at your Elections Canada riding office. All
offices are open Monday to Friday 9am–9pm, Saturday 9am–6pm, Sunday
12pm–4pm. All telephone numbers are toll-free. See addresses, right.

University of Victoria studentsthat are away from home may also vote
at the University of Victoria Students Society, Upper Lounge, 3800 Finnerty
Road, Victoria. The office is open from Monday, October 5 to Thursday, October
8. Using identification showing your home address, you may vote by special
ballot and your vote will be counted in your home riding. 0
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Princess Margaret Marine Park, southern islands.
The BC Government approved a permit
for logging in the old growth forests of the
Walbran Valley on September 18. The
cutblock is one of eight which have been
marked on logging company Teal Jones’
preliminary plan, and allows the
company logging access to 3.2 hectares
of land in the Walbran Valley. The permit
will allow them to log 3,584 cubic metres
of lumber within that area. This is about
1,000 more cubic metres more than what
would fit in an Olympic-size swimming
pool, which is 2,500 cubic metres in
volume.
The Walbran Valley is notable for
being the centre point of the War of the
Woods logging protests twenty years ago,
which led to one of the largest mass
arrests in Canadian history. In the
aftermath of the protests, over 16,000
hectares of old growth forest was given
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economy’s fastest growing sectors. Many more
people could have higher wage jobs with fewer work
hours, leaving us ample time to enjoy our loved ones
and flourish in our communities.
We know that the time for this great transition is
short. Climate scientists have told us that this is the
decade to take decisive action to prevent catastrophic
global warming. That means small steps will no
longer get us where we need to go.
So we need a leap into our future. This leap must
begin by respecting the inherent rights and title of
the original caretakers of this land. Indigenous
communities have been at the forefront of protecting
rivers, coasts, forests and lands from out-of-control
industrial activity. We can bolster this role, and reset
our relationship, by fully implementing the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples.
Moved by the treaties that form the legal basis of

LEAP MANIFESTO, please turn to page 4

Saanich-Gulf Islands - 1.866.546.7620
1851 Keating Cross Road, Suite 102, Saanichton

Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke - 1.866.546.7619
4243 Glanford Avenue, Suite 370, Victoria

Nanaimo-Ladysmith - 1.866.545.0624
1111 Dufferin Crescent, Nanaimo

Courtenay-Alberni - 1.866.499.8028
4805 Mar Street, Port Alberni

North Island-Powell River - 1.866.721.7174
2085 Wallace Avenue, Comox
Victoria - 1.866.723.1359
722 Johnson Street, Suite 100, Victoria

<

Cowichan-Malahat-Langford - 1.866.545.0469
777 Goldstream Avenue, Suite 117, Victoria

CANADA VOTES!

Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides pay for publishing the news! Mail or phone in your
annual voluntary subscription today. 250-216-2267.
Don’t delay—be part of the Island Tides team. Thank You!

PDBU
J
POT
M
J
T

BU

U
IFT
F6(5,286&2))(( M
PPL
G
PS

U
IF
A
*
T
M
BOE
5J
EFT


ZFM
M
PX
CPYFT

PVU
T
J
EF
PS

S
BDLT

J
OT
J
EF

4J
EOFZ


#FBDPO
"WFOVF
/BOBJ
NP


7*

$POGFSFODF
$FOUSF
1BSLTWJ
M
M
F


)FSJ
UBHF
$FOUSF
.BM
M
4PVUI
%VODBO


4VO
7BM
M
FZ
.BM
M
/BOBJ
NP


#FBVGPSU
$FOUSF
$PVSUFOBZ


4PVUIHBUF
$FOUSF
$M
J
òF
"WFOVF
%VODBO


$PXJ
DIBO
$PNNPOT
.BM
M
/BOBJ
NP


$PSOFS
*
TM
BOE
)XZ
!
)BNNPOE
#BZ
3E 1PSU
"M
CFSOJ



4IPQQFST
%SVH
.BSU
1M
B[B
UI
"WF
.J
M
M

#BZ


*
TM
BOE
)J
HIXBZ
!
'SBZOF
3E
/BOBJ
NP


4PVUI
1BSLXBZ
1M
B[B
$BNQCFM
M

3J
WFS


5IF
7J
M
M
BHF
8J
M
M
PX
1PJ
OU
www.islandtides.com

Page 2, Island Tides, October 1, 2015
Every Second Thursday

Strait of Georgia’s only
Free & Mail-Delivered Newspaper

23,000 copies this edition

15,015 print copies delivered to all
households on 14 Gulf Islands

Salt Spring • Mayne • Galiano • Pender • Saturna
Gabriola • Denman • Hornby • Quadra • Cortes
Read • Texada • Lasqueti • Thetis

3485 print copies on Ferry Routes and in:
Victoria • Saanich • Sidney • Cobble Hill
Mill Bay • Crofton • Duncan • Chemainus
Ladysmith • Nanaimo • Bowser • Courtenay
Port Alberni • Campbell River

6,500 online readers each edition
Owner, Publisher & Editor:

Christa Grace-Warrick

Contributors: Patrick Brown, Priscilla Ewbank, Elizabeth May,
Guy Dauncey, Toby Snelgrove, leapmanifesto.org,
Your Candidiates,

Island Tides Publishing Ltd

Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0
Tel: 250.216.2267 • News: news@islandtides.com
Advertising: islandtides@islandtides.com

Advertising Deadline: Wednesday Between Publications

Canadian Addressed Subscription: $57.75pa
US Addressed Subscription: $80.00pa
For unaddressed delivery & online readers:
Suggested Voluntary Subscription is $30pa

www.islandtides.com

My Vote is up for Grabs

Dear Editor:
I know many readers may already be bored with the election
campaign; this saddens me. The lead-up to an election is an
exciting time in democracy and one we shouldn’t take for
granted. As a global citizen, I see myself (and your readers) as
having two responsibilities during this time. The first is to
exercise our privilege to vote. This includes researching party
platforms, interacting with political candidates, and then
actually showing up to vote. The second global responsibility I
believe we have is to ensure that Canada’s new government
protects those who need our protection. For myself, this is
asking questions about foreign policy and aid, and ensuring that
the party and candidate I vote for have a strong commitment
to ending global poverty. 1.4 billion people worldwide live on
less than $1.75/day and Canada should be taking a leadership
role in reducing those numbers.
My vote is up for grabs for the party who makes the strongest
commitment in this area.
Christine Smith, Hampton, Ontario

UN Condemns ‘Glorification of
Nazism’ - Canada Votes Against

Dear Editor:
In November 2014, the Harper Conservative government,
along with the USA and Ukraine, voted against a United
Nations resolution that condemned the ‘glorification of
Nazism’. This resolution also called for the condemnation of
‘other practices that contribute to fuelling contemporary forms
of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related
intolerance’. It also asked member nations to take legislative
measures in order to stop Holocaust denial.
115 countries supported the resolution, 55 abstained. We
were one of the three countries who did not support this .
Why isn’t this more widely known? This is scandalous. What
does this unwillingness to condemn Nazism say about the
Harper government? What does it say about Canada? Does this
represent our values? Do people need to be reminded what
Nazism is? Why did Canada vote this way?
We have the Anti- Terrorism Act, just passed this spring,
and yet we are willing to turn a blind eye to Nazis? This is
especially significant with the rise of ultra-right forces in many
European countries and particularly Ukraine, where the United
States and Canada are providing military and other support.
I think this issue needs to be raised as soon as possible with
our current government .
It needs to be an election issue.
Sheila Haniszewska, Gabriola Island

H

Editorial: Vote For A Future

ow to do the news during a long election period? Lots
of contributors have sent in articles which oppose one
party or another (mostly one party) but I will not let
these pages become even a mild slanging match and I will not
endorse any special candidate. What to do? Guy Dauncey’s
remarkable article on the opposite page gave me the clue.
Instead of dire warnings about what will happen if we choose
this one or that one; how about publishing news which allows
us to lift our eyes from petty politics to what our goals and
dreams are? And how about telling what is already possible and
giving some information about the roadmaps informed, skillful,
responsible people have already thought out for getting there?
So, I have decided to publish some of these actions we need
to take in making Canada a world-class country again—and to
showcase the advancing society to which these actions can take
us. In the absence of proportional representation where voting
is stress-free, clean, clear, and satisfying (next election, please?)
reading inspiring ideas will help us choose.
After reading this great stuff—and finding more on the web—
you can choose the candidate most likely to take us on these
paths to the bright future that these talented people are showing

us—making us again a nation we recognize. one fit for the 21st
century.
I will say, IMO we need a minority government in which we
have 12 Green Party members because they will hold a balance
of power, keeping other parties focussed on take us onto these
paths which are so attainable with political will.
And we are most likely to get that vital dozen here on the
west coast. It’s not too big a claim to say it’s a crucial moment in
world history. And it’s up to us. Happy voting!
By the way, we have had no ads from Elections Canada, so
far. And it’s getting very late, so don’t wait, please find out if you
are registered, vote in an advance poll (see front page), and find
out where your Thanksgiving weekend local advance poll or
October 19 polling station is as soon as possible.
Our Vancouver Island candidate questions continue. I
planned the questions themselves to be informative and
educative about issues for voters as well as a forum for
candidates. I hope you found them so. Interestingly, our online
readership has doubled since starting the series back in July.
Sorry there are no pictures this time, we are running lean—it
takes a lot of money to keep a print newspaper going. —CG-W

Readers’ Letters

Steelhead/Malahat LNG Project

The following letter was sent on September 2 by MLA Gary
Holman to all First Nations and local governments within this
constituency regarding the Steelhead LNG proposal.

As MLA for Saanich North and the Islands I’m writing to
express my concerns and invite any comments you and your
Council might have regarding the proposal for a floating LNG
facility to be anchored at the Bamberton industrial site in the
Saanich Inlet. As you know, the Bamberton site was recently
acquired by the Malahat First Nation, who are partners in the
LNG project.
While I support the economic development aspirations of
the Malahat Nation, the nature and scale of this project has
implications for the region as a whole, including other First
Nations. It is my understanding that there has been no prior
consultation with nearby communities about the project,
including First Nations on the peninsula who have occupied
and been stewards of this area for millennia.
A number of constituents have contacted my office about
the project and several community leaders have made public
statements. This project is one of approximately twenty LNG
proposals in BC. It is not clear that world demand and supply
conditions will support even one LNG proposal, and an
environmental review process for the Steelhead project has not
begun.
However, there are a number of very serious safety and
environmental concerns raised by the location of this particular
proposal, which is near settlement areas and would impact one
of the most unique and sensitive marine environments in
Canada. As you know, local efforts have been ongoing for years
to restore and better protect the Saanich Inlet, which has also
been included in a proposed National Marine Conservation
Area, an initiative I support. The southern Gulf Islands is one
of the busiest waterways in BC for recreational and commercial
traffic, including BC Ferries.
I want to take this opportunity to assure you and your
Council that I will be actively engaged with any environmental
review. I will be available to work with you and provide any
assistance I can to assure that the concerns of our communities
are taken into account and that the Constitutional rights of
affected First Nations are respected and accommodated.
Please feel free to contact me with any comments or
questions you may have.
Gary Holman, MLA, Saanich North and the Islands

Canada’s Complicity

Dear Editor:
Canada should accept Middle Eastern refugees on
humanitarian grounds, but we should also do so in recognition
of our complicity in creating the conditions these desperate
people are fleeing.
Led by the United States, Canada and some European
nations have bombed, invaded and overthrown governments
throughout the Middle East, in an arc of destruction extending
from Palestine, Lebanon and Syria, across Iraq, Iran and
Afghanistan to the shores of the Arabian Sea, in Pakistan.
A century of such military ‘interventions’, together with
Saudi Arabia’s export of religious fundamentalism and our
unconditional support for Israel, have combined today to create
a wave of refugees in search of that which no longer exists in
their homeland; peace, security and opportunity.
Canada is certainly not responsible for all the suffering in
the Middle East, but we have had a hand in it.
It is time that Canada reject the empire building and sense
of entitlement which led western nations to meddle in the
region, and to work with the United Nations to reestablish
security and freedom in the Middle East so that its people can
live and prosper in their own homeland.

Mike Ward, Duncan

And The Vote Goes To...

Dear Editor:
This election I will be faced with a tough choice. I could not ask
for more from my MP, Murray Rankin. Everything I have
requested, whether by letter, email or by personal visit, has been
delivered. His empathy for the world’s extreme poor may stem
from the fact that his own grandfather died from TB, a
preventable illness which still takes the lives of so many less
fortunate people internationally. His cheerful follow-through
when asked to reach out to the HAT Caucus, to support funding
for TB Reach or to sign the Barcelona Accord has shown me
that he would embrace the target 0.7% of GDP for International
Development, a goal suggested by Lestor Pearson back in 1969
and later adopted by the UN as the global goal.
The question is whether his boss would agree, and if so, how
and when, Mr Mulcair? Elizabeth May has consistently shown
a great degree of compassion for the world’s extreme poor and
understands more than the other three party leaders the role of
the environment in the lives of the extreme poor. While she has
said that she will bring international aid up to the suggested
0.7% of GDP, she has not given us a time-frame. The UK has
passed a bill that enshrines in law its commitment to spend
0.7% of its Gross National Income on aid every year. By
contrast, Canada’s foreign aid spending was down sharply in
2014, to a low of 0.24%. I would urge all candidates to push
their leaders to move in a direction that we must, in order to
have sustainable international growth and to eradicate extreme
poverty. On October 19, 2015, the party that clearly defines this
target will win my vote.
Connie Lebeau, Victoria

Foreign Investor Protection Agreements

Dear Editor:
Once upon a time, a Chinese corporation specializing in the
disposal of chemical waste products searches for a disposal site
which is both underground and underwater, and finds that
combination in the abandoned coal mine shafts under
Nanaimo Harbour.
A Chinese negotiator visits Nanaimo, and a deal is proposed,
a ninety-nine year under-the-harbor lease of the old mine shafts
in exchange for a hotel. Keen to finally get a hotel for the
Conference Centre in Nanaimo, the city council signs on the
dotted line before the negotiator changes his mind. The
councillor with the pony tail abstains.
Up to now it’s been a ‘Trade Deal.’ But when it’s exposed in
the local press, led by the Island Tides newspaper, there’s a
public outcry, and the deal collapses.
Now the ‘Foreign Investor Protection Agreement’ kicks in,
as explained in fine print under a flap on page 629 which only
the councillor with the ponytail read.
The Chinese government sues the Canadian Government
for fifty million US dollars, the estimated loss of profit by the
Chinese corporation over 99 years.
It’s these ‘Foreign Investor Protection Agreements’ hidden
inside ‘Trade Agreements’ that worries Elizabeth May, not
‘Trade Agreements’ as such.
Edwin Turner, Nanaimo

Stand Up with Malala

Dear Editor:
At TIFF’s Saturday screening of ‘He Named Me Malala’
emotions were palpable as the audience laughed alongside
Malala’s family, and shed tears over her daring choice to stand
up for the cause.
I hope they are moved to action. We need to put women and
girls first. The life of an adolescent girl in the global south is
LETTERS, please turn to next page

With more and more print newspaper closing their doors, Island Tides is a
newspaper well worth supporting, to keep it on the press and in your mailbox.
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If I Were Prime Minister… Tackling Our Challenges - Guy Dauncey

LETTERS from previous page

exceptionally challenging; they are the most
marginalized and the least supported by
development efforts. Education is key in
protecting, empowering, and ensuring a future
for these girls. For example, according to Plan
International for every year a girl stays in
secondary school income increases by 15-25%.
I am calling on Canadians to join the
movement to ensure that girls everywhere
have access to quality and safe education.
Moreover, I am asking that federal candidates
commit to increasing programming directed
at educating adolescent girls.
In the film, Malala states, ‘There’s a
moment where you have to choose to be silent
or to stand up.’ That moment is now.
Erika Richter

Passenger Ferry Tale

Dear Editor:
What most advocates of a passenger ferry to
downtown Vancouver from either Nanaimo or

experience long after we’re gone, what would
we do?
What would I do if I was Prime Minister of
Canada in October 2015? It’s an important
question that everyone one of us should ask.
Canada’s current commitments are abysmal,
more informed by religious fundamentalism
than by climate science.

My First Week In Office: A
Nation-Wide Broadcast

As the imaginary leader of one of Canada’s
main opposition parties, my team would
already have consulted with Canada’s best and
brightest climate scientists and renewable
energy specialists. As a result, within my first
week in office I would host a nation-wide
broadcast in which we would lay out the
dangers, and show how a future with a greatly
reduced use of fossil fuels could be just as
comfortable and dynamic as the Canada we
know today.
I would then announce a bold new climate
vision, telling Canadians that my government
would work to achieve an urgent and rapid
transition to 100% renewable energy by 2040,
moving to the front of technological change
and generating hundreds of thousands of new
jobs while leaving most of the remaining coal,
oil and gas in the ground, supported by public
banking to create the credit needed to finance
the transition.
To coordinate the process I would create a
new department, Climate Canada, absorbing
the important energy-related portfolios of
Industry and Natural Resources, and my
ministers would make two major
announcements a week leading up to the
crucial UN Paris Climate Conference in
December, which I would attend in person,
Victoria fail to consider is just how rough
crossing the Georgia Strait can be for the
passengers who have to endure the pounding
and tossing inflicted upon these half-pint
passenger boats. There is a reason BC Ferries
uses such massive ships to cross the strait,
ships where passengers alone just doesn’t pay.
Just ask anyone who took either of the
earlier attempts out of Nanaimo how eager
they are to do it again, especially on a windy or
rainy day, never mind in the winter or with 10foot swells on a good day. Oh, and there is no
escape to the outside and fresh air for those of
us who get queasy in such rough conditions
because there is no passenger area there.
Ultimately, if crossing the Strait in
passenger yachts was a good idea, don’t you
think someone would have succeeded by now?
I wonder if there are any tax dollars involved
in this latest venture?
William Clegg, Gabriola Island 0

accompanied by the entire Climate Team from
my Cabinet.

First Announcement: A
Price on Carbon

My government’s first announcement would
be in Victoria, BC, where my new Minister of
Finance would invite the provincial Premiers
to meet as soon as possible to coordinate a plan
for a single Canada-wide carbon tax based on
BC’s example, starting at $50 a tonne and
increasing by $10 a year, with 80% of the
income being used to finance the transition to
100% renewable energy and 20% being
returned to people on lower incomes. The tax
would generate $20 billion rising to $30 billion
a year to invest in the transition.

Second Announcement:
Greener Buildings

Three days later my new Minister of Urban
Affairs would make an announcement in
Winnipeg introducing a series of incentives
and tax credits to make homes and buildings
more energy efficient and to switch to
renewable sources of heat. She would
announce my government’s intention that
starting in 2020 every new building must be
zero carbon, and that low cost loans would be
available for building retrofits and district
energy systems with the goal of reducing
emissions from buildings to zero by 2040. In
doing so, the work would generate up to
90,000 new direct and indirect jobs.

Third Announcement:
Transportation

The following Monday my Minister of
Transportation would make a big
announcement in Toronto, where he would lay
out the government’s commitment to the
solar-electrification of Canada’s railways, the
integration of provincial electric vehicle
incentives into a single Canadian program, and
the goal that all new cars and light trucks

manufactured in Canada would be electric by
2025.
He would announce a large funding
commitment for transit and safe separated
bike lanes, that he would work with Canada’s
mayors to increase the share of transit and
cycling to 50% of trips by 2040, and that
Canada would work with other nations to
make urgent progress towards 100%
renewable energy for the difficult challenges of
long-distance trucking, shipping and flying.
The work would generate hundreds of
thousands of jobs in transit, 14,000 jobs
electrifying the railways, a strong auto
manufacturing industry, and up to 75,000 new
jobs in cycle tourism as Canada’s network of
safe bike pathways grows.

Fourth Announcement:
Fossil Fuels

The next announcement would be by my new
Minister of Climate, in Fort McMurray,
Alberta, where she would explain that due to
the urgency of the climate crisis no new federal
permits would be approved for the
transportation or export of Canada’s coal, oil
and gas resources, either by pipeline or by rail.
To balance the pain, and to address the
gradual loss of 550,000 direct and indirect jobs
in fossil fuels, my government would work
with communities and the provinces to
develop programs to help people retrain for
new jobs, and to help affected communities
design and build a new future without fossil
fuels.

Fifth Announcement:
Electricity

The fifth announcement would be by my
Secretary of State for Energy at the University
of Saskatoon, standing next to a solar home.
Working with the provinces, he would develop

CHALLENGES, please turn to page 5

BULLETIN
BOARD
SALT SPRING ISLAND

ew Scientist magazine reported in
June that five meters of future sealevel rise is already locked in, due to
the steady collapse of the West Antarctic IceSheet. If we don’t act rapidly, their staff
reported, it will be twenty metres.
The full extent of the flooding will not
happen for several thousand years, but ‘lockedin’ is the phrase they used. Venice, New York,
Miami, San Francisco, Vancouver, London,
Mumbai, Kolkata; large parts of Holland; a
large part of Bangladesh and many cities in
China—all will be under water.
Right now, the climate crisis is causing
drought conditions that could end commercial
food production in California. The recordbreaking heat, drought and forest fires in
western Canada are causing huge damage. The
great blob of warm water and the resulting
algae bloom in the eastern Pacific is
threatening the salmon as well as the shellfish.
With the plankton numbers in the ocean
plummeting and rivers being too warm to
migrate up to spawn, their future is in peril.
Think to the future, and what we’re
experiencing today is only a small indicator of
far worse to come.
To all except the deniers, the climate science
explains what’s causing Earth’s temperature to
rise. It’s not the Sun, not the Earth’s changing
orbit, not volcanoes, not deforestation, not
ozone pollution, not aerosol pollution, not
chemtrails: it’s the greenhouse gas emissions
that result from burning ancient fossil fuels,
destroying Earth’s forests, and other human
activities.
If we really understood the severity of the
crisis, if we understood in our hearts the grief
that our children and grandchildren will

Besley
Design & Build
3D Computer Design
Permit Plans
Foundations & Framing
Siding & Roofing
Finishing
Decks & Fences
Renovations & Additions
Timberworks & Arbors
25 years experience
Licensed & Insured
Call Ron for free estimate

rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885

ENTERPRISES LTD.

• WATER WELLS
• DRILLING FOR GEOSOURCE,
GEOTECH & ENVIRONMENTAL
• HYDROFRACTURING
TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

1-800-746-7444
250-537-8456
www.drillwell.com
drill@drillwell.com

FREE REMOVAL!

Scrap Car, Truck, Bus
& Equipment

No Wheels? No Problem!
Metal Clean-up Bins Also
Available
Gulf Islands • Victoria • Sooke
Sidney • Duncan
250-744-6842
250-732-4285

An Island Family Business
For 50 Years!

All Types of Residential
& Commercial

%
OFF

50

Done Right - Safely

• Foreshore Applications
• Docks • Moorings
• Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker & Corey Johnson

THE COAST

250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

VINCE SMYTHE

250-213-6316

Quality Workmanship
Reliable Service
Free Estimates
info@smytheroofing.com

Hy-Geo
Consulting

Technical services for

All regular passenger fares are 50% off.
Select sailings. All routes.
There’s never been a better time to get on board BC Ferries. Enjoy half price
regular passenger fares on select sailings on all routes. Restrictions apply.
MAJOR & MINOR ROUTES:

NORTHERN ROUTES:

Metro Vancouver, Vancouver Island, Sunshine Coast,
Southern Gulf Islands, Northern Gulf Islands.

Inside Passage, Haida Gwaii, Discovery Coast
Connector, Skidegate – Alliford Bay

SEPT 8 – OCT 15, SELECT SAILINGS*
MON – THURS AND SATURDAYS

OCT 1 – 31, ALL SAILINGS**

For full details:
Visit bcferries.com or call 1-888-BC FERRY
50% Off promotion is applicable on adult, child, BC Senior, student, and persons with disabilities regular passenger fares. *Major and Minor routes: Offer valid on select
sailings September 8 – October 15, 2015, Monday to Thursday and Saturdays on the following routes: Metro Vancouver; Vancouver Island; Sunshine Coast; Southern Gulf
Islands; Northern Gulf Islands, in either direction. Not valid on Thanksgiving Monday, October 12, 2015. **Northern Routes: Offer valid on all sailings October 1 – October 31,
2015, on the following routes: Inside Passage; Haida Gwaii; Discovery Coast Connector; Skidegate – Alliford Bay, in either direction. Experience Card, Resident and Group
discounts will be increased to match the promotional discount on promotional sailings. Not applicable for BC Ferries Vacations pre-bundled packages. Limited time offer.
Other conditions may apply. Please visit bcferries.com for full details on applicable sailings. Coupon is not required to receive the discount. Reg. 48839.

Downtown Victoria
Rental – Ferncliff House
One bedroom self-catering
with full kitchen, living room,
bath, tv, wifi, on quiet street
& private duplex home in
Fernwood/ Oakland district,
less than 5 minutes from
Jubilee Hospital, Hillside
Mall, and downtown.
No smoking/pets.
250-539-2463

www.bluevistaresort.com/victoria

Water Wells
Aquifers
Groundwater

(250) 658-1701

information@hy-geo.com

www.hy-geo.com

MEETING

School District #64 (Gulf
Islands). Regular meetings of
the Board of School Trustees
will be held on Wednesday,
October 14, 2015 at Saturna
Elementary School/SEEC.
Meeting commencing at 1pm.
Public Welcome! Agenda:
http://sd64.bc.ca/district/school–boa
rd-meetings.

WANTED
TO RENT

Modest family home in Sidney,
Victoria, or Saanich Peninsula.
Top-class island family needs pied
á terre to save commuting daily.
Creative ideas welcome. 250-2162796. Leave message if away from
phone.

www.islandtides.com
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‘Orca Tour 2015’ talk on Saturna Island
‘Orca Tour 2015’, organized by The Whale Trail and local
sponsoring organizations, celebrates the seasonal return of the
endangered Southern Resident Killer Whales to central Puget
Sound and builds awareness of the whales throughout their
range in the Salish Sea and along the Pacific Coast. This
transboundary tour is especially timely with the birth of the fifth
calf in the Southern Resident Killer Whale pods since December
2014.
Internationally-renowned author and orca expert Erich Hoyt
will speak in October on Saturna , see ‘What’s On?’. ‘Erich is
such a knowledgeable speaker about the sea. He clearly has a
deep love for all that lives in there and it sparkles through in his
talks,’ said Maureen Welton of the Saturna Island Marine
Research & Education Society.
Hoyt’s first orca expedition to Johnstone Strait sailed from
Victoria in June of 1973. He proceeded to spend parts of the
next ten summers with orcas, culminating in his book Orca:
The Whale Called Killer. He is the author of 22 books including

LEAP MANIFESTO, from page 1

this country and bind us to share the land ‘for as long as the sun
shines, the grass grows and the rivers flow,’ we want energy
sources that will last for time immemorial and never run out or
poison the land. Technological breakthroughs have brought this
dream within reach. The latest research shows it is feasible for
Canada to get 100% of its electricity from renewable resources
within two decades; by 2050 we could have a 100% clean
economy.
We need to demand that this shift begins now.
There is no longer an excuse for building new infrastructure
projects that lock us into increased extraction decades into the
future. The new iron law of energy development must be: if you
wouldn’t want it in your backyard, then it doesn’t belong in
anyone’s backyard. That applies equally to oil and gas pipelines;
fracking in New Brunswick, Quebec and British Columbia;
increased tanker traffic off our coasts; and to Canadian-owned
mining projects the world over.
The time for energy democracy has come: we believe not just
in changes to our energy sources, but that wherever possible
communities should collectively control these new energy
systems.
As an alternative to the profit-gouging of private companies
and the remote bureaucracy of some centralized state ones, we
can create innovative ownership structures: democratically run,
paying living wages and keeping much-needed revenue in
communities. And Indigenous peoples should be first to receive
public support for their own clean energy projects. So should
communities currently dealing with heavy health impacts of
polluting industrial activity.
Power generated this way will not merely light our homes
but redistribute wealth, deepen our democracy, strengthen our
economy and start to heal the wounds that date back to this
country’s founding.
A leap to a non-polluting economy creates countless
openings for similar multiple ‘wins’. We want a universal
program to build energy efficient homes, and retrofit existing
housing, ensuring that the lowest income communities and
neighbourhoods will benefit first and receive job training and
opportunities that reduce poverty over the long term. We want
training and other resources for workers in carbon-intensive
jobs, ensuring they are fully able to take part in the clean energy
economy. This transition should involve the democratic
participation of workers themselves. High-speed rail powered
by just renewables and affordable public transit can unite every
community in this country—in place of more cars, pipelines and
oil trains that endanger and divide us.
And since we know this leap is beginning late, we need to
invest in our decaying public infrastructure so that it can
withstand increasingly frequent extreme weather events.
Moving to a far more localized and ecologically-based
agricultural system would reduce reliance on fossil fuels, capture
carbon in the soil, and absorb sudden shocks in the global
supply—as well as produce healthier and more affordable food
for everyone.
We can call for an end to all trade deals that interfere with
our attempts to rebuild local economies, regulate corporations
and stop damaging extractive projects. Rebalancing the scales
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The Earth Dwellers and Marine Protected Areas for Whales,
Dolphins and Porpoises. His most recent book is the greatly
expanded Creatures of the Deep, with state-of-the-art
photographs and stories of amazing species new to science.
In 1999 Hoyt co-founded the Far East Russia Orca Project
(FEROP) to learn more about orca pods targeted for aquarium
captures and to get Russian students involved in science and
conservation of killer whales in Russian waters. Now in its 15
year, FEROP has recorded the Russian pods and photo-IDed
some 1,500 orcas off Kamchatka and in the Commander
Islands—including three white orcas found so far in the study
areas.
Interpretive panels will be installed at five locations this fall,
and 30 sites in the southern Gulf Island will be marked with
distinctive Whale Trail markers. East Point, Saturna Island was
the first BC Whale Trail site, and the Shaw Ocean Discovery
Centre in Sidney is the most recent.
Info on The Whale Trail and tour: www.orcatour.org.

of justice, we should ensure immigration status and full
protection for all workers. Recognizing Canada’s contributions
to military conflicts and climate change—primary drivers of the
global refugee crisis—we must welcome refugees and migrants
seeking safety and a better life.
Shifting to an economy in balance with the earth’s limits also
means expanding the sectors of our economy that are already
low carbon: caregiving, teaching, social work, the arts and
public-interest media. Following on Quebec’s lead, a national
childcare program is long past due. All this work is the glue that
builds humane, resilient communities—and we will need our
communities to be as strong as possible in the face of the rocky
future we have already locked in.
Since so much of the labour of caretaking—whether of people
or the planet—is currently unpaid, we call for a vigorous debate
about the introduction of a universal basic annual income.
Pioneered in Manitoba in the 1970s, this sturdy safety net could
help ensure that no one is forced to take work that threatens
their children’s tomorrow, just to feed those children today.
We declare that ‘austerity’—which has systematically
attacked low-carbon sectors like education and healthcare, while
starving public transit and forcing reckless energy
privatizations—is a fossilized form of thinking that has become
a threat to life on earth.
How we can pay for all of this? Read We Can Afford The
Leap by Bruce Campbell, Seth Klein, and Marc Lee.
The money we need to pay for this great transformation is
available—we just need the right policies to release it. Like an
end to fossil fuel subsidies. Financial transaction taxes.
Increased resource royalties. Higher income taxes on
corporations and wealthy people. A progressive carbon tax. Cuts
to military spending. All of these are based on a simple ‘polluter
pays’ principle and hold enormous promise.
One thing is clear: public scarcity in times of unprecedented
private wealth is a manufactured crisis, designed to extinguish
our dreams before they have a chance to be born. Those dreams
go well beyond this document.
We call for town hall meetings across the country where
residents can gather to democratically define what a genuine
leap to the next economy means in their communities.
Inevitably, this bottom-up revival will lead to a renewal of
democracy at every level of government, working swiftly
towards a system in which every vote counts and corporate
money is removed from political campaigns.
This is a great deal to take on all at once, but such are the
times in which we live. The drop in oil prices has temporarily
relieved the pressure to dig up fossil fuels as rapidly as high-risk
technologies will allow. This pause in frenetic expansion should
not be viewed as a crisis, but as a gift. It has given us a rare
moment to look at what we have become—and decide to
change.
And so we call on all those seeking political office to seize this
opportunity and embrace the urgent need for transformation.
This is our sacred duty to those this country harmed in the past,
to those suffering needlessly in the present, and to all who have
a right to a bright and safe future.
Now is the time for boldness. Now is the time to leap.
The Leap Manifesto is created by a group of educated,
informed, far-sighted, and inspired Canadians. It was initiated
in the spring of 2015 at a two-day meeting in Toronto attended
by representatives from Canada’s Indigenous rights, social
and food justice, environmental, faith-based and labour
movements. Sign on at: https://leapmanifesto.org. 0

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Single-venue (50 words): $39.90 includes image
Multi-venue (70 words): $52.50 includes image
Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard, please

islandtides@islandtides.com or 250.216.2267

Thursday, Oct 1 to Wednesday, Oct 7

Elizabeth May, MP, Saanich–Gulf Islands will attend the
following All Candidates Meetings—ThurS,
OCT 1, CFAX 1070 Radio, 10am; FrI, OCTObEr 2,
St Paul's United Church, 2410 Malaview, Sidney,
6:30pm; MOn, OCT 5, Gulf Island Senior
Secondary School, 2:30pm; TuES, OCTObEr 6,
Mayne Island Ag Hall, 1pm; WEd, OCT 7, Vertigo
Room, Student Union Building, UVIC: Fair,
11:30am–2:30pm; Victoria Electoral District all
candidates debate, 1:30–2:30pm; Saanich-Gulf Islands All
Candidates debate, 3–4pm • Info: elizabethmay.ca,
twitter.com/sgigreens facebook.com/sgigreens, authorized by
official agent for Elizabeth May • SAAnICh–GuLF ISLAndS EA

Saturdays till Thanksgiving

Pender Farmers Institute Saturday Market—fresh, local produce,
baked goods, local art, artisan works and demonstrations, culinary
delights; buskers; bring your friends and family, enjoy coffee and a
snack, you never know what you’ll find or who you’ll meet •
Community Hall • 9:30am-1pm • Info: www.pifi.ca • PEndEr

Saturday, October 3

‘Creatures of the deep’—Orca expert Erich
Hoyt has a return engagement to talk for
Saturna Island Marine Research & Education
Society, sponsored by the Capital Regional
District • Community Hall • 1pm • Tickets:
$10 at the door • Info: SIMRES,
250.665.7511 • SATurnA

Saturday & Sunday, October 3 & 4

Vancouver Island bead & Jewellery Show—The Island's premier
event for jewellery makers and
jewellery lovers; local artisan
jewellers, gems, beads, pearls, new
products, findings, tools, kits and
inspiration galore • Main Hall, Saanich Fairgrounds • 10am–5pm
each day • Tickets: $8/day, $10/weekend (cash only at door)• Info:
tickets, class registration, and exhibitors, www.vibjs.ca • SAAnICh

Sunday, October 4

Apple heaven, 16th Annual Salt Spring Island
Apple Festival—350 varieties of organic apples;
taste apple varieties, pies, lunches; farm tours;
SSI apple history since 1860; apple identification;
apple art; how to grow apples organically; and
bee experts on hand • Fulford Hall plus 18 farms
• 9am–5pm • Tickets: $10, students $5, Under-12 free, buy only on
festival day at Fulford Hall and outside the Ganges Tourist Info
Centre • Info: ww.saltspringmarket.com/apples,
www.saltspringapplefestival.org • SALT SPrInG

Saturday, October 10

Truths and Misconceptions about Pender Islands
Groundwater: Planning for the Future—talk by Dr Jim
Henderson, geophysicist whose Masters and PhD work involved
research on groundwater management on the Pender Islands;
sponsored by Pender Islands Trust Protection Society with Pender
Islands Conservancy and the CRD • Pender Island Community Hall
• 1–4 pm • Everyone Welcome • PEndEr

Saturday, October 10

denman Island Apple Fest—over 80 varieties of apples on
display; pies, apples and juice for sale at Apple Cafe at the
Community Hall; have your apples pressed by ‘Pressing Matters’
mobile juice press; cider making workshop at East Side Orchard •
10am-4pm • Free family event • Info:
islandagriculture.wordpress.com • dEnMAn

Saturday to Monday, October 10, 11 & 12

19th Annual Gabriola Thanksgiving Studio
Tour—More than 70 artists will open their doors
to visitors from around the world; Gabriola invites
art lovers to pick up or download an informationpacked brochure and make a day of it; artist
details and a map available online • 10am-5pm • Free • Info:
studiotour.artsgabriola.ca • GAbrIOLA

Saturday to Monday, October 10, 11 & 12

Thanksgiving Weekend Family Fun Swims—enjoy the WIBIT,
wavepool, waterslide and diving boards; pirate ship, toddler pool,
swirlpool, steam room, and universal changerooms • 1–4pm •
Saanich Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right, off Pat
Bay Hwy at Royal Oak exit) • Info: 24-hour Swim Info-line:
250.475.7620 • SAAnICh

Saturday, October 17

backspin—traditional and contemporary music, originals and
covers, with a distinct bluegrass style; Colin Goldie mandolin,
Randy Goulding guitar, Jay Buckwold banjo, Kate Main bass, Hugh
Ellenwood fiddle • Ag Hall • Doors 7pm, show 7:30pm • Tickets:
$20, Under-12 free; Home Hardware, Happy Tides, Farm Gate
Store • MAYnE

Saturday, October 17

Salt Spring Vineyards Annual Grape Stomp
and Oysterfest—all our wines open; The
Oysterman and his fresh shucked oysters; local
foods, music lineup, grape stomping and
competitions; an event not to be missed, 20%
case discount sale • 151 Lee Road • 12-5pm •
$5 donation at the door • 250.653.9463 • SALT SPrInG

Friday thru Sunday, October 23 to 25

Creative Threads Conspiracy—Three-day retreat of workshops
for all levels of fiber artists; 15 teachers, 17
different classes: quilting, knitting, basketry,
felting, wood-carving, bookbinding,dyeing; allday demo of spinning and weaving by the
Denman Weavers’ Guild; Wearable Art Fashion
Show • Fri/Sat/Sun: classes all day, catered meals • Each class
$10/hr • Info: 250.335.0198 www.creativethreadsconspiracy.com •
dEnMAn

Guy Dauncey talks about national challenges, from page 3

a plan to phase out all coal-fired power plants in Canada by
2020, followed by all gas-fired power plants, replacing them
with solar, wind, geothermal, hydro and other renewable
energy resources. He would also launch a Canada-wide drive
to increase the efficiency of lights, appliances, fans and other
equipment, and to encourage energy-saving behaviour. As an
estimate, the work would result in 85,000 new direct and
indirect jobs, growing to 125,000 new jobs by 2040.

Sixth Announcement: Business and
Industry

The sixth announcement would be in Halifax, where my
Secretary of State for Industry and Natural Resources, based
within Climate Canada, would issue a challenge to every
business in Canada: become a certified Benefit Corporation,
embracing a legal change to your governing principles that
commits you to produce social and environmental benefits as
well as profit, and the government will give you a tax-break.
He would urge every company to seek ways to become more
competitive by becoming more energy efficient, and announce
plans to develop a Canada-wide program of Green Business
Certification based on the model developed on Vancouver
Island.
He would also announce that starting immediately every
business seeking a grant, loan or export assistance must submit
a plan to reduce its carbon emissions by 5% a year, and that to
build Canada’s economy without fossil fuels his department
would develop a new program to support innovation and
entrepreneurship in schools, universities and communities,
including First Nations, women and minorities.

Seventh Announcement: Farming and
Ranching

Three days later my Minister for Agriculture would make an
announcement from a Quebec organic farm, where she would
emphasize the importance of organic farming and
management-intensive livestock grazing for sequestering
carbon from the atmosphere. She would list the many
externalized costs of conventional farming and announce the
government’s intention to introduce a new tax on pesticides and
fertilizers, with 100% of the revenue being returned to farmers
to support the transition to organic status. She would also talk
about the climate impact of intensively raised beef, and urge
people to join the federal cabinet in making every Monday a
meat-free day.

Eighth Announcement: Forests

Toward the end of that week my new Secretary of State for
Forests, based within Climate Canada, would make an
announcement in Whitehorse, Yukon. Emphasizing the
importance of Canada’s forests as another important source of
carbon sequestration, as well as of jobs and economic
prosperity, he would invite the provincial forest ministers to
meet to develop new standards to protect the carbon in the
forest, protect the forests from devastating climate-induced
wildfires, and come up with new ways to overcome the
American softwood lumber agreement and develop more
value-added jobs in the forest industry.

Ninth Announcement: Canada’s First
Nations

At the start of the next week, my new Minister for Aboriginal
Affairs would meet with First Nations leaders in Yellowknife,
Northwest Territories, where he would lay out the government’s
plans to accelerate the treaty-making process, writing off the
accumulated legal costs. He would announce a new initiative
to retrofit 200,000 sub-standard First Nations homes, and to
train First Nations people in the skills to develop businesses and
cooperatives providing solar and wind energy, energy storage,
passive house building and zero-carbon home retrofitting in
First Nations and neighbouring communities.

Tenth Announcement: Education and
Training

That same week my Secretary of State for Climate Education
would invite the education ministers from every province to
meet in St John’s, Newfoundland, where they would announce
a threefold commitment: to ensure that climate education in
Canada’s schools place most of its emphasis on solutions to the
crisis, not just the problems; that Canada’s colleges develop the
necessary training programs for the renewable energy
transition; and that every school, college and university in
Canada would convert to 100% renewable energy by 2025.

Eleventh Announcement: Climate
Science

For the eleventh announcement, my new Secretary of State for
Science, based within Climate Canada, would invite Canada’s
leading climate scientists and Inuit leaders to meet with her in
Iqaluit, Nunavut, where she would announce her goal that the

entire Arctic should become a marine protected area.
She would also announce the restoration of all climate
science programs cut under the previous government, and that
henceforth all Canadian scientists and researchers would be
allowed to speak freely, and never again fear the loss of their
jobs for speaking out.
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Twelfth Announcement: Community
Engagement

For the penultimate announcement, my Secretary of State for
Community Engagement, based within Climate Canada, would
meet in Glassville, New Brunswick, with staff and volunteers
from the Falls Brook Centre and with Craig and Marc
Keilburger from the youth empowerment organization
MetoWe, where they would jointly invite Canadians to gather
in stadiums across the country for a series of inspirational
celebrations of Canada’s new vision and our determination to
be a world-leader in the fight against climate change and our
embrace of a renewable energy future. She would also
announce a new funding program for community climate
initiatives, and invite 20,000 Canadians to train to become
Climate Solutions Leaders in their communities.

Final Announcement: Paris

Finally, before leaving for the UN climate conference in Paris, I
would bring my entire climate team to Charlottetown, PEI,
where I would once again emphasize the urgency of the crisis
and where I would announce Canada’s intentions to work with
the world’s nations to achieve three things:
1. A mandatory global carbon cap set low enough to create a
75% chance that the temperature would not rise by more than
2°C, requiring an average 5% reduction in emissions by every
country, every year.
2. That in addition to their commitments to reduce their
emissions the world’s nations would agree to work on a series
of climate solutions treaties to accelerate specific solutions.
3. That the world’s wealthier nations would do everything
in their power to produce by 2020 the $100 billion Green
Climate Fund promised in 2010 to help developing nations with
the cost of coping with the climate crisis and to support the
renewable energy transition. I would announce that Canada,
with 2.25% of the global GDP, would provide $4 billion at $1
billion a year.
What would these announcements cost? My Climate
Solutions Budget shows annual expenditures of $22.5 billion,
set against carbon tax income averaging $22.6 billion over three
years.
By retaining 80% of the income from the carbon tax, $20
billion would be withdrawn from consumer spending, but it
would all be spent back into the economy, generating jobs and
restoring consumer spending. Over the period of the transition
to renewable energy, the plan would generate almost twice as
many jobs as would be lost, enabling Canada’s economy to
come through the transition in good shape.
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Having A Plan

This is just one possible way to address the climate crisis: there
will be many more. What would you do? What would you ask
our actual political leaders to do?
With every month that we delay, the carbon emissions keep
growing, the forests keep burning, the ice keeps melting, the
ocean and rivers keeps warming, the sudden floods and deluges
keep coming, the droughts keep lasting longer, the stream of
climate-related refugees increases, and the likelihood of a
locked-in 20-metre sea-level rise keeps growing. We must act
now.
Guy Dauncey is an author
and futurist who develops a
vision of a sustainable future,
and translates it into action.
He is founder of the BC
Sustainable
Energy
Association, and the author or
co-author of nine books,
including the award-winning
Cancer: 101 Solutions to a
Preventable Epidemic and
The Climate Challenge: 101
Solutions to Global Warming.
He is completing Journey
to the Future: A Better World
Is Possible. He is an Honorary
Member of the Planning
Institute of BC, and a Fellow
of the Findhorn Foundation in
Scotland. His websites are:
www.earthfuture.com and
The Practical Utopian. 0
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Your $30 annual voluntary
subscription makes a big difference!
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$88,474
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BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…

We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.

Open daily 9am to 6pm

250.539.2936

SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND
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Your Total
Water Solution
Gulf Islands Water Treatment
e
~ Rainwater Harvesting
~ Water treatment for wells,
surface supplies & seawater
~ Filtration & Disinfection
~ Slow sand filtration
~ Small systems Health
Authority approvals
Bacteria, Arsenic, Turbidity, Tannins-TOC, Hardnesss, much more!

www.watertigerr.net

1988
ViServing
ctoria The Gulf
BuIslands
rnaby & BC since
Cou
o rte
nay
(25info@watertiger.net
0) 412-1110
(604) 630-111TF:
4 1-855-777-1220
(250)
0 339-6914

Voting for the Canada you want

Are you happy with Canada today? Or would you prefer a
different Canada? A little over two weeks from now,
Canadians will vote in a national election that will determine
Canada’s future: for us, our children, and our grandchildren.
You ought to vote and to be an informed voter. It’s not just
about whether you happen to like or dislike the local candidates,
or even the leaders of the four national parties. There are issues
to consider; policies to agree or disagree with; attitudes to like
or dislike.
This article is an attempt to set out the important issues. This
is not intended to be a partisan document, but, inevitably,
opinions will influence my explanations.
It will start with how the federal government affects
individuals, then their communities, then the services you
receive from government. Following this, we’ll tackle the
environment, then the economy, and finally how a federal
government operates.

Citizens

If you are a First Nations member, you are clearly a Canadian
Citizen. If you were born in Canada, you are also a Canadian
Citizen. If you are an immigrant, as many Canadians are, you
should be ‘naturalized’ and also a citizen (except if you happen
to be charged with ‘interfering with the economic or financial
stability of Canada’ under Bill C-24, in which case you may be
stripped of your citizenship and, presumably, sent back where
you came from).
If you are a woman, you may be earning $8,000 per year
less than a man. If you are a First Nations woman, you’ll find
that the government is not interested in your security. If you are
a single senior, you may well be below the poverty line. If you
are a veteran, you may have difficulty receiving help or benefits.
And if you are a young person (definitions vary) you will find it
tough to find a place to live, to get an education, and to find a
job.
If you are a refugee, there are many obstacles to your
entrance to Canada. If you are attempting to unite your family
in Canada, you may wait many years and work through an
obstinate and unyielding bureaucracy to achieve it. And there
are continuing risks that your ‘permanent resident’ status may
be revoked. (On the other hand, if you are a millionaire, you may
be welcomed, no matter how you made your money.)
The interpretation of Canada’s immigration law has
spawned a small industry of lawyers and consultants. The
opposition parties do not appear to have made this a priority.

Your Community

It may be big or small, connected, or remote. It may be rural, a
small town, a city, or a metropolis. But you need a place to call
home. Where people know you, and your family, and when you
need help, there is someone to help. The federal government
doesn’t do much for communities; it likes to say they are
‘creatures of the provincial government’ as if they were kittens,
and while mama cat is there, the (ir)responsible tomcat cannot
be found.
Rural areas and small towns need road connections and
broadband internet. Cities and metropolises need more
expensive forms of physical infrastructure to support their
concentrated economic activity. Each one is different, and
politicians make different promises in different cities. And
some politicians will say they can’t find the money (which can
be considerable); others say they will borrow the money, or get
someone else to borrow it for them, because infrastructure is,
after all, an investment, not an expense, and the spin-off
benefits will be worth it, for you, your community, and Canada.
The parties differ as to how much money they would devote
to this, and where it should be directed. And where it would
have the greatest benefit for the most people.

Services For You

Wherever you live, you need health care, education, social
services, and government support for culture and the arts. Over
the last few years, the federal government has tended to avoid
responsibility for these large sectors of the economy and of life,
leaving them to the provinces.
Health care, the largest item in any provincial budget, has
been hard to avoid, but the federal government now avoids any
negotiation with the provinces over its financial contribution.
It now puts its money on the table, and says ‘take it or leave it’.
The provinces take it. In this election, however, there are
promises from the opposition parties of free children’s dentistry,
universal pharmacare (as part of health funding), support for
post-secondary student fees, and daycare for kids.
Outside of health care, the other items are supposed to be
covered by provincial taxes, supplemented by ‘equalization
grants’ through which the richer provinces subsidize the poorer
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- Patrick Brown

ones, using a formula which nobody understands well enough
to defend. The exception is national cultural infrastructure,
notably the CBC, which since the invention of radio has been
Canada’s national broadcaster. Not a government network, but
an independent network funded by government—inherently a
difficult act. The current government has been systematically
reducing its financial support for the CBC; all the opposition
parties promise to increase its funding.

Environment/Economy

The federal government of the last few years has tended to treat
the environment as an awkward subsidiary of the economy.
Many would say it should be the other way around. The
government has gutted the entire process of considering the
environmental impact, and the public interest, of major
industrial development, finally reserving decision-making to the
federal cabinet. Defence of the land and water has been left to
First Nations, and they have acquitted themselves reasonably
well in the courts and on the ground; but that only complicates
later land claim negotiations, particularly in BC.
The biggest ‘elephant in the room’ is climate change,
resulting from carbon dioxide and methane accumulations in
the atmosphere. Petroleum from the oilsands generates very
large quantities of these greenhouse gases though extraction,
transportation, processing, and finally consumption, wherever
this occurs. There should be limits, regulations, laws; but the
federal government has been loath to impose them.
Internationally, this has meant that Canada has been the
spoiler, the dinosaur, in climate change negotiations. This is a
surprise to other nations; it alarms Canadians to be so accused.
The next set of international negotiations, COP21, occurs in
December, less than two months after this election. The
opposition parties would like to represent Canada at these
meetings, and change our national policy and others’
perception.
The government claims to have demonstrated good
management of Canada’s economy, through an international
financial crisis. Probably, stricter banking regulations than some
other nations, put in place before the current government,
contributed to this. Aside from that, Canada has relied on energy
exports, primarily to the US, and government austerity, to
maintain economic stability. Generally, the government has not
managed the economy; an exception would be substantial
borrowing to inject into the economy during the financial crisis.
However, we have seen gradual declines in extractive
industries ranging from fishing on the east coast to forest
products in the west; Canada can no longer rely on exports of
raw materials and energy. This, combined with lack of
innovation or increases in productivity, and government
austerity, made Canada especially vulnerable to an unexpected
drop in crude oil prices combined with a spike in US production.
Once more Canada finds itself in a recession, technically.
Forecasts for the near future are not encouraging.
The government points to the many bilateral trade
agreements it has concluded with nations smaller than Canada.
One, an investment treaty with China (a nation larger than
Canada) appears to have been particularly one-sided, and has
been described as a threat to Canada’s sovereignty.
Two massive multilateral agreements, the TPP on the Pacific
and the CETA with Europe, have appeared for some time on
the verge of completion. Their contents are secret, at least as far
as the public is concerned. It seems likely that both pose even
more serious threats to Canada’s sovereignty.
Opposition approaches to Canada’s economic dilemma
focus, to varying degrees, on a massive shift to a knowledgebased, innovative, diversified strategy, with significant
government leadership. An emphasis on small business,
entrepreneurship, and the government provision of
transportation and energy infrastructure may be needed. Tax
changes, aside from discontinuing subsidies to the fossil fuel
industries, would be gradual; a carbon tax might pay dividends
to all Canadians.

Our Federation Needs Repair

Canada no longer functions as a federation, since the current
prime minister has refused to attend meetings of the provincial
premiers and the intention of voters are frustrated by a firstpast-the-post system that enables MPs to be elected with less
than 40% of the vote, let alone popular support.
Opposition parties have suggested varying changes,
including the introduction of a modern proportional
representation system.
It is also apparent that should another party succeed to
government, they might wish to make substantial changes in
laws and procedures. Or they might not. Only the Green Party
has actually made clear proposals, ‘Building A Canada Together
2015’; download it at www.greenparty.ca/en/platform to get
comprehensive ideas of the important issues.
I’m an immigrant, over 65 years ago. I’ve always thought of
Canada as a nation of people who cared for others, for the
environment, for human rights, and for peace. People who were
tolerant of differences, and interested in the rest of the world.
I’ve always been proud to say I’m a Canadian. Right now I’m
not so proud. I should like it if the election makes me proud
again.
Please use my ideas as a starting point in doing your own
research and into developing your own opinions. And plan
when, where, and for whom you will vote. 0
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What Your Candidates Say
FEDERAL ELECTION 2015

This edition, Island Tides asks: How will we get Canada out of the current recession? Should our government be
actively involved in leading and managing the economy, or leave improvements to the private sector? Should we aim for
austerity, or emphasize infrastructure and basic services to Canadians?

Alicia Cormier, Saanich-Gulf Islands (NDP)
Harper’s Conservatives and previous Liberal governments
implemented huge tax breaks and loopholes for large
corporations and the wealthy, funded by deficits and cutting
public services. The result—large corporate cash balances and
billions in offshore tax havens. These policies and over-reliance
on oil and gas has meant hundreds of thousands job losses
(particularly manufacturing), deteriorating health and seniors
care and environmental protection, and crushing student debt.
The NDP believes government plays a vital economic role
that can also foster a dynamic private sector. We have a fully
costed plan to reinvest in important public services and
infrastructure while addressing inequality and environmental
sustainability, including: child care, seniors’ income supports,
public transportation, community infrastructure, renewable
energy, health care and education, that directly creates jobs
and stimulates the private sector.
We will balance our budget by increasing corporate taxes,
closing tax loopholes, pursuing tax evaders and ending oil and
gas subsidies.
Randall Garrison, Esquimalt-Sannich-Sooke (NDP)
We must support a dynamic private sector and efficient public
services such as child care, health care, education and skills
training. The cuts to health care, seniors, environment, the
Coast Guard, and scientific research from the Conservatives
are hurting our economy.
That is why the NDP has put forward a balanced plan for
new jobs, economic growth and innovation, and improved
public services. A Tom Mulcair government will focus priorities
to get Canadians working in good jobs. The Conservative
economic agenda has meant tax cuts for large corporations and
mostly precarious jobs with no benefits for people.
I’m committed to working to improve access to child care
and health care, reduce drug costs and increase our
infrastructure funding. These investments will go back into the
Canadian economy and keep us moving. These changes can be
made with modest increases in corporate tax rates and by
stopping the Conservatives’ tax favours for the wealthiest
Canadians.
Fran Hunt-Jinnouchi, Cowichan-Malahat-Langford (Green)
Harper’s focus on the oil and gas sector has left Canada
exposed to the international slump in oil prices which is a cause
of the current recession. Managing a stable economy is about
balancing the roles of the public and private sectors. The Green
Party is proposing to strengthen the private sector by cutting
taxes for one of our major job creators, small businesses. At the
same time, we will partner with local governments and invest
$6.4-billion per year in infrastructure as well as $750-million
per year to retrofit homes, schools, hospitals and other public
buildings. To diversify our economy, create jobs and transition
away from fossil fuels to renewables, the Green Party will
establish a $1-billion Green Technology Commercialization
Grant and over $1-billion in electrical grid upgrades and a
national solar roof program. We have a visionary, fully costed
plan that brings the economy and environment together,
greenparty.ca/platform.
Gord Johns, Courtenary-Alberni (NDP)
An NDP government under Tom Mulcair will lead and manage
the Canadian economy through a balanced plan that generates
new jobs, fosters economic growth and innovation, and
delivers improved public services.
The tired excuse by the Harper government that it can’t
deliver efficient services without negative impacts on our
economy has worn thin with voters in Courtenay-Alberni.
Subsidizing corporations while cutting health and seniors care
has certainly not worked for middle class households and
working families. Gutting environmental regulations, cutting
the Coast Guard and scientific research has not worked for our
national economy or our coastal communities.
A vibrant private sector requires public services such as
child-care, health care, education and skills training. Tom
Mulcair will increase the gas tax transfer to municipalities by
one-cent to support local infrastructure development, and
support job creation through a reduction in the small business
tax, and through modest increases in corporate tax rates.
Tim Kane, Saanich-Gulf Islands (Liberal)
As an owner of many successful businesses for 25 years, I had
the confidence to use our business line of credit to weather
economic cycles.
Those were the right decisions for my companies then, and
it is the best path forward for a confident Canada now.

Canada is in recession. The National Bank of Canada
forecasts a $5 billion shortfall in next year’s federal budget and
the price of oil continues to fall.
Stephen Harper won’t admit there’s a problem and the
NDP is in denial about the solution. Both parties are choosing
cuts over jobs and growth, at a time when interest rates are at
an all-time low.
The Liberals have an honest and realistic plan to make a
historic $125 billion investment in infrastructure over the next
ten years, to grow the Canadian economy and create jobs.
Every credible economist supports our approach.
Frances Litman, Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke (Green)
Canada has found itself in another recession largely because
the Harper Conservatives have failed to diversify our economy.
Stephen Harper has staked Canada’s entire economy on the
export of raw bitumen, while neglecting value-added
manufacturing and clean technology. As a result, Canada is
falling far behind the US in productivity.
It’s time to rebuild our crumbling infrastructure and
immediately invest in sectors that benefit from the lower
Canadian dollar—manufacturing, tourism, value-added forest
products and cultural industries. We need to embrace the 21st
century economic revolution of clean technology.
Building a sustainable economy is serious business. The
Green Party believes we need to live within our means,
ecologically and fiscally. We will not propose programs we
cannot afford. At the same time, targeted investment in
municipal infrastructure and clean technology will generate
significant economic benefits and create reliable, long-term,
local jobs.
Alistair MacGregor, Cowichan-Malahat-Langford (NDP)
Tom Mulcair and the NDP have a balanced plan for new jobs,
economic growth and innovation, and improved public
services.
We believe in careful leadership for the economy, to support
both a dynamic private sector and efficient, innovative public
services such as childcare, health care, education and skills
training. It cannot be either/or as the Conservatives have
insisted, with cuts to health and seniors care, environment,
Coast Guard, and scientific research. That is not working. We
will change priorities to get the right balance for middle class
households and working families.
The narrow Conservative economic agenda has meant huge
tax cuts for large corporations and more job losses.
I am proud to stand with an NDP team that will improve
child care, health care, drug costs and infrastructure
funding. These changes can be made with modest increases in
corporate tax rates and by stopping the Conservatives’ tax
favours for wealthy Canadians.
Paul Manly, Nanaimo-Ladysmith (Green)
Greens believe that government has a definite role to play in
stimulating the economy.
Austerity is the surest way to keep the Canadian economy
in permanent recession. The Green Party would invest in
infrastructure and building retrofits to kick-start our economy
and support the services that Canadians want.
We would unleash an army of carpenters, electricians and
contractors to retrofit public buildings such as schools,
universities and hospitals, creating thousands of jobs and
cutting carbon emissions at the same time.
We would create more jobs by bringing back the home

renovation tax credit and expanding it to encourage
homeowners and businesses to install high-efficiency
insulation, solar heating and electricity, and energy-efficient
appliances.
Greens would establish a Canadian Infrastructure Bank to
provide the financing to help our cities and towns repair, build
and maintain the bridges, roads and facilities vital to their
communities. Find out more at greenparty.ca/platform.
Sheila Malcolmson, Nanaimo-Ladysmith (NDP)
If people in Nanaimo-Ladysmith have well-paying jobs and
more money at the end of each month, as many will with the
NDP’s balanced economic plan, we know some of that money
will be spent locally to boost our economy. The key word is
balance. Tom Mulcair and the NDP believe in careful
leadership for the economy to support a dynamic private sector
and efficient, innovative public services such as child care,
health care, education and skills training. We will provide
stable funding for infrastructure projects that communities
here need. The narrow Conservative economic agenda of
corporate tax cuts have hurt our economy, costing jobs and
cutting services we rely on—seniors care, Coast Guard,
environment, and scientific research.
We can get the right balance for middle class households
and working families by reducing small business taxes,
modestly increasing corporate taxes, and stopping the
Conservatives’ tax favours for the wealthiest Canadians.
Jo-Ann Roberts, Victoria (Green)
Canada faces a massive infrastructure deficit, thanks in part to
the Conservative government, where many needed projects
and improvements have been indefinitely deferred. I believe
we need to tackle this problem head on by taking 1% of GST
and transferring it directly to municipalities across Canada.
This represents a $6.5 billion investment in needed
infrastructure projects in our communities. The role of
government is to set priorities for the economy. Our priority is
to transition our society away from its reliance on fossil-fuels
to a more diversified, stable, and fair 21st century economy.
Eliminating subsidies to fossil fuels would be a good start in
this direction but we will also create significant economic
incentives to help spur innovation in renewable energy,
implement a carbon fee and dividend system and encourage
local innovation across the country.
Brenda Sayers, North Island-Powell River (Green)
Canadians are ready for a sustainable, clean 21st century
economy.
The Green Party will create a Canadian Sustainable
Generations Fund that will make critical investments in trades,
apprenticeships, and education, and will ensure that all
Canadians have the skills and training to prosper today and
contribute to building the Canada of tomorrow.
We need to immediately build those sectors that benefit
from the lower Canadian dollar—manufacturing, tourism,
value-added forest products and cultural industries. We need
to resurrect federal engagement in tourism promotion and
support. We need to embrace the 21st century economic
revolution of clean technology.
I will also work to ensure Canadian small business owners
and entrepreneurs have access to the funds they need to create
local jobs and revitalize local economies. We will create
federally-funded $1 billion per year Green Technology
Commercialization Grants to accelerate emerging technologies
and give Canadian entrepreneurs a head start.
Tim Tessier, Nanaimo-Ladysmith (Liberal)
Liberals will make historic new investments in infrastructure
across the country, creating jobs, and growing our economy.
This election is a choice between jobs and growth or
austerity and cuts. Harper has failed and Thomas Mulcair
would cut billions of dollars in public investments. Our
community needs a real plan for change, and only the Liberals
will make historic investments that will bring jobs and growth
to Nanaimo-Ladysmith.
A Liberal government will invest $1.3 billion over three
years—13 times more than the NDP—to create jobs and
opportunities for young Canadians.
The Liberal plan will address the issues we face by providing
new, dedicated funding for social infrastructure that prioritizes
affordable housing and senior’s facilities, early learning and
childcare, and cultural or recreational infrastructure.
We know that investing in public infrastructure grows the
economy, creates jobs, and also makes our communities
stronger. Vote for real change: vote Liberal.

Island Tides emailed the above question to all contactable electoral district associations and contactable, declared candidates in: Courtenay-Alberni, Cowichan-Malahat-Langford, Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke, Nanaimo-Ladysmith, North Island-Powell River, Saanich-Gulf
Islands,Victoria (Rachel Blaney,Alicia Cormier, John Duncan, Randall Garrison, Fran Hunt-Jinnouchi, Gord Johns,Tim Kane, Frances Litman, Shari Lukens, Mark MacDonald,Alistair MacGregor, Sheila Malcolmson, Paul Manly, Maria Manna, Elizabeth May, David Merner, Carrie
Powell-Davidson, Murray Rankin, Jo-Ann Roberts, Brenda Sayers, Peter Schwarzhoff, Laura Smith, Glenn Sollitt,TimTessier, CherylThomas; Conservative, Liberal, Green and NDP electoral district associations in all ridings above).All received responses are above.

THE FINAL QUESTION: Canada will be attending ‘Conference of The Parties 21’ in Paris from Nov 30 to Dec 11.
The global conference’s aim is, ‘to reach, for the first time, a universal, legally binding agreement that will enable us to combat climate change effectively and
boost the transition towards resilient, low-carbon societies and economies’.What should Canada’s position be?
www.islandtides.com
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News Shorts

Car Crashes Through Barrier At Mill Bay,
Drives Off Ferry Dock

89-year-old John William Barton is dead after he drove his SUV
at high speeds through the barrier at Mill Bay ferry dock and
into the water around 8:10am on Friday, September 18. The
MV Klitsa, which had left the dock five minutes earlier, bound
for Brentwood Bay, turned back to launch a rescue boat, by
which time the car was already fully submerged. BC Ferries
cancelled all sailings from Mill Bay for the day as the Shawnigan
Lake RCMP, a Coast Guard Hovercraft, and fire and ambulance
crews all rushed to the scene.
After spending most of the morning and early afternoon
attempting to extract the vehicle from the water, a police
underwater recovery team located the sole occupant of the car.
It is unclear what caused the man to drive off of the ferry dock.

Hillary Clinton Rejects Keystone XL

Former US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton is currently the
Democratic Party front-runner for nomination as candidate for
President in the 2016 US election. She is currently visiting states
which will vote in the primaries. At a meeting in Iowa on
September 22, she declared her opposition to the Keystone XL
pipeline, which has been planned to carry dilbit from Alberta to
US Gulf Coast refineries. The pipeline has been waiting many
years for President Obama’s approval, which it now seems won’t
happen. The next President may decide to make a new decision;
but if that President is Hillary Clinton, it won’t be approved.

Global March for Elephants and Rhinos

The Global March for Elephants and Rhinos is coming to
Vancouver on October 3 to raise awareness of the danger posed
by poachers. Elephants and rhinos are targeted for their tusks
and horns, which are sold in illegal markets across the world.
Canada allows the sale of ivory that predates 1989—and

according to non-profit group Elephanatics, it is hard to date
ivory. The march is an annual event taking place across the
world. In 2014, 50,000 people marched in 137 cities.
The march aims to stop the rhino horn trade, the trade of baby
elephants in captivity, the hunting of elephants, rhinos and other
endangered wildlife, and to have elephants and rhinos reclassified
as endangered under the Convention on International Trade on
Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna.

Everything Old Is New Again

Goundar Shipping Limited, Fiji’s largest inter-island ferry
operator, has announced the purchase of the Queen of
Chilliwack from BC Ferries. The deal reportedly took two years
of negotiations.
Queen of Chilliwack will travel to Fiji at the end of
September, and is expected to arrive by October 14. Registration
of the vessel in Fiji will require an amendment to the law, which
currently bars registration of ships more than 20-years-old.
Queen of Chilliwack is 36, built in Norway in 1978.
Goundar also bought the Queen of Prince Rupert from BC
Ferries in July, 2011 and renamed her the Lomaiviti Princess.

El Niño Shoreline Erosion Warning

Shorelines could be damaged by major storms during
December and January this winter. That’s the warning raised
by a study published this week in Nature Geoscience.
Professor Ian Walker of the University of Victoria, a study
participant, says that storm tracks during an el Niño year tend
to move northward from their normal track over Washington
and Oregon. Sea levels also rise. Low lying coastal areas, beach
zones, and steep bluffs may lose shoreline during these storms.
Areas impacted could include Esquimalt Lagoon, Witty’s
Lagoon, Beacon Hill Bluffs along Dallas Road, Mount Douglas
beach and bluff areas, Cadboro Bay and Cordova Bay.
Said Walker, ‘By all indications, this year is shaping up to be
one of the strongest el Niños we have seen in years.’

Another Win For The Whales

PIPRC Notice
Recreation Funding
Applications for 2015-16
Recreation Grants are due
Oct 31/15
Forms can be obtained from
* PIPRC folder in Pender Realty or
* online from the PIPRC website
crd.bc.ca/Penderparks
Or email penderparks@crd.bc.ca
Or peter.pare@hli.ubc.ca

Roasting Fancy Coffee

for mail orders since 1982

from Thetis Island to you
www.potofgoldcoffee.com

Moon Date

New: October 12
Full: October 27

A US federal court has ordered the US navy to stop using sonar and explosives in training
activities where they would impact habitat used by whales off the California coast. New
regulations will be implemented in 2018. The navy is prohibited ‘from using mid-frequency
active sonar for training and testing activities in important habitat for beaked whales between
Santa Catalina Island and San Nicholas Island’ and from ‘using mid-frequency active sonar for
training and testing activities in important habitat for blue whales feeding near San Diego’. The
decision also mandated ‘safe speed’ and ‘extreme caution’ to minimize ship strikes in whale
feeding habitat and migratory corridors.

Echo And Port Metro Vancouver Monitor Underwater Noise

Meanwhile, Port Metro Vancouver’s ECHO (Enhancing Cetacean Habitat and Observation)
Program aims to understand and manage the effects of shipping on whales in the Strait of Georgia
(particularly, the endangered Southern Resident Killer Whales). One of the major impacts is
underwater noise. In order to monitor this, the ECHO program has installed an underwater
listening station in the inbound shipping lane, and the pilots will ensure that as many vessels as
possible pass over the hydrophones as they approach the Port.
The hydrophone listening station was maneuvered into position during the University of
Victoria’s Ocean Networks Canada’s annual expedition using the exploration vessel, Nautilus
and its remotely operated vehicle, Jason.
Ocean Networks Canada is also providing access to its system of underwater cable
infrastructure, data storage, and data reporting.
Port Metro Vancouver is interested in determining the different levels of sound resulting from
different types of vessels, and what mitigation is possible: for example, whether hull cleaning
would reduce noise. 0
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Let’s have a fair
election

I

Elizabeth May, MP

know voters in Saanich-Gulf Islands are worried about voter
fraud. We have talked about it in nearly every townhall
meeting over the last four years: How will we know if the
next federal election will be fair?
It turns out we are not the only ones to be worried. A recent
access to information filing from Canadian Press revealed a May
2014 presentation prepared by Elections Canada for its staff:
‘An Introduction to Emerging Trends and Threats in Electoral
Operations’.
Elections Canada studied voter fraud techniques in use in
the United States in 17 cases in 15 states between 2004 and
2012. The scams and schemes are increasingly sophisticated.
Elections Canada spokesman John Enright said,‘It’s important
for us to identify potential risks in order to be prepared to detect
and respond to incidents that may occur, including incidents
that could compromise the integrity of the election.’
How do we protect ourselves and our democracy from voter
suppression techniques? Ideally we would have a vast network
of democracy protectors. An anti-cheat squad able to alert
authorities and protect the right to vote. We can have such a
network but it will take our personal efforts to recruit a volunteer
army ready to encourage and assist the voting process.
We must all encourage friends and even casual
acquaintances to vote. It helps to remind people who may face
difficulties when they get to the polls to go early and register.
The greatest risk in being denied the right to vote will occur on
election day itself, October 19.
Robo-calls, false stories, scare tactics, disruptions in the
polling stations are the sort of concerns expressed in the internal
Elections Canada presentation to its staff. In the so-called Fair
Elections Act Stephen Harper made it harder to vote. The 2014
changes came on top of the 2007 Elections Act changes that
Conservatives brought in to require for the first time in Canada’s
elections law the use of government-issued photo ID. The
additional changes will make it harder for young people,
students, those who have moved, or recently given up their
drivers licence, First Nations and homeless people to vote.
To be sure of protecting your right to vote and that of others,
phone or go immediately to your Elections Canada office, (see
front page for details). Bring your government issued photo ID
and proof of your current residence. A mailed utility bill will do,
but not a print out of an electronic billing.
It is wise to register early so that any problems can be
rectified. The Elections Canada staff there will ensure you are
registered. If you want, you can vote right then and there. The
ability to vote any time ends with the start of advance polls on
Thanksgiving Weekend.
Another more subtle form of voter suppression is alive on
Vancouver Island. It is the idea that you cannot vote for what
you want because it will ‘split the vote’. Such appeals to fear
reduce voter turnout. In a healthy democracy, voting for what
you want is a right. And on Vancouver Island, it is the best way
to get the change you want to see.
Let’s be sure the 2015 election is the last election where fears
have any power over us, and the last in which we have such
antidemocratic voter suppression tactics to overcome.
Let’s turn voter suppression tactics around by showing up in
full force to vote with our hearts. 0

