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Ganges Marina in summer. A development proposal to fill-in part of the harbour and build waterfront housing will not proceed.

Salt Spring kills Ganges marina scheme
A bylaw for a proposal to fill in part of Ganges
Harbour for commercial and residential
development was defeated at 2nd Reading by
Salt Spring Local Trust Committee last
Wednesday.
The proposal, which would have swallowed
up much of the existing Ganges Marina, would
also have eliminated the last commercial
marina on the harbour, and replaced it with
waterfront
housing
and
land-based
commercial development.
Following the recent sale of Moby’s marina
to the Seattle Yacht Club, this would mean that
Ganges would have lost virtually all moorage
for visiting boats. The only space remaining
would have been at the government wharf,
operated by the Salt Spring Harbour
Commission. The wharf is crowded and visiting
vessels often have to raft up. The alternative for
visitors would be to anchor in the already
crowded harbour.
The Salt Spring LTC had given the proposal,
which involved a complex package of rezonings
and changes in permitted uses, first reading as

Bylaw 404 on June 30, 2005. A lively Public
Hearing held in two sessions, on September 13
and 22, made it very clear that a large number
of Salt Spring residents were opposed to the
idea. Opponents cited the need for an overall
long-term plan for the harbour, and the need to
accommodate the increasing demand for
moorage.
At the LTC meeting, Trustee Kimberly
Lineger voted against the proposal and Trustee
Eric Booth voted in favour. As he has been called
upon to do many times recently, LTC Chair (and
Islands Trust Chair) David Essig had to break
the tie. He voted against, citing the clear
opposition of the Salt Spring public. The official
record indicates that the Local Trust Committee
decided ‘not to proceed’ with Bylaw 404.
The developers had offered to build a longdelayed extension to the harbourfront
boardwalk, but this offer did not prove
sufficient to sell the deal. After all, it was said, if
Salt Spring could buy the top of Mount Erskine,
the Island could build a boardwalk. 0

Second proposal for
undersea powerline
replacement ~ Patrick Brown

There are now two proposals for renewal of the Strait
of Georgia undersea cable which transmits power
between the Mainland and Vancouver Island. At the
eleventh hour, Sea Breeze Pacific Regional
Transmission System Inc has applied to the BC
Utilities Commission (BCUC) for a ‘Certificate of
Public Convenience and Necessity’ for a $302 million
underwater cable that would run from Vancouver’s
Ingledow substation, south through Surrey, entering
the Strait of Georgia south of Crescent Beach and
thence completely underwater to Sidney.
The application is apparently in competition with a
proposal by the BC Transmission Corporation to follow
the route of the existing HVDC line with a new HVAC
line from Arnott Substation, through Tsawwassen,
across the Strait of Georgia, over Galiano, Parker and
Salt Spring Islands, under the Sansum Narrows to
resurface in the Cobble Hill area. Both lines would have
a section running through US waters in the southern
Strait of Georgia (see maps, page 7).
A pre-hearing meeting to be held in Vancouver on
October 21 will consider whether both proposals can
be considered at the same BCUC Hearing.

The BCTC Proposal

The BC Transmission Corporation (BCTC) is a
provincially-owned public utility resulting from the
breakup and semi-privatization of the old BC Hydro
organization. It can be described as a ‘common carrier,’
in the business of power transmission in the province.
The line proposed by BCTC would follow the route of
the existing 50-year-old HVDC line which BCTC has
claimed will become unserviceable (‘zero-rated,’ which
means it can’t be counted on as reliable) in 2007. This
route has run into significant opposition from residents
of Tsawwassen, who objected to the new line on the
basis that radiation produced by the line was a hazard to
the health of nearby residents. In response to these
objections, BCTC has expressed its willingness to bury
the Tsawwassen portion of the line underground.
However, Salt Spring and Galiano Islanders have
also voiced the same concern, and BCTC has not
indicated any willingness to bury the portion of the
SEABREEZE, please turn to page 7

Fifty candidates have thrown their hats
into the ring for the Islands Trust
elections on November 19. Nominations
closed on Friday, October 14 for all
thirteen Islands, and the large number
of candidates promises some interesting
races. Two trustees are to be elected on
each Island, a total of 26.
Only on North Pender were trustees
elected by acclamation. Incumbent
trustee Gary Steeves and newcomer Ken
Hancock faced no opposition. Six
candidates were nominated on Bowen
Island, where trustee candidates face a
double hurdle: they must also be elected
to Bowen’s municipal council. Five
candidates have been put forward on
Gambier/Keats Islands and also on
Lasqueti Island.
Islanders must also vote for directors
for their Regional Districts. There were
two acclamations: Carol Ann Quin will
once again represent Denman and
Hornby to the Comox Strathcona
Regional District, and North Pender’s
Susan DeGryp will be the new Southern
Gulf Islands Director for the Capital
Regional District.
Full listings of all candidates for the
Islands Trust and Regional District
Directors can be found on page 6.
Listings of candidates for School District
#64 (Gulf Islands) are also on page 6. 0

Ferry fares keep
rising

BC Ferries is increasing fares again on
November 1, 2005. Average increases
are 2.8% on the three major routes
connecting Vancouver Island to the
Lower Mainland and 4.4% on the
remaining routes other than the
Northern routes. These increases are
provided for in the Coastal Ferries Act.
The immediate effects include an
weekend increase of 95¢ for a vehicle
and 30¢ for a passenger each way on the
Mainland–Vancouver Island routes.
Summer fares will be somewhat higher;
weekday fares are somewhat lower.
On the Tsawwassen to Gulf Islands
run (Route 9, currently serviced by the
Queen of Tsawwassen) the trip from
the Mainland to the Islands will cost an
additional $1.75 for a vehicle and 50¢
for a passenger. Going the other way will
cost an extra 95¢ for the car and 25¢ for
a passenger (again, winter weekend
prices).

FERRY FARES, please turn to page 8

Enjoy the new island pictures
in our album...

www.islandtides.com
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0430
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7.5
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8.2
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8.5
6.2
10.2
4.3
9.2
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10.2
3.3
9.8
7.9
10.2
2.3
10.5
8.5
10.2
1.6
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1.3
3.2
2.2
2.3
1.4
3.2
2.0

2.8
2.1
3.1
1.0
3.0
2.4
3.1
0.7
3.2
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0.5
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Island Marine Construction
Floats • Ramps • Moorings • Pile Driving
Ph:

250-537-9710 Fax: 537-1725
www.islandmarine.ca

www.islandtides.com
GET YOUR OWN MORTGAGE
SOLUTION TODAY!
On: Low Rates? Self-declared Income?
Investment Properties? Credit Challenges?
Debts Consolidation? Home Renovations?
US Purchasers (High Ratio)? Etc.? (OAC)

Contact

Leo Lee, AMP

250-514-9280; leolee@invis.ca
Web: www.LeoLee.ca

EXPECT A ROARING SUCCESS

Breakaway Need Rental Revenue?
Vacations

Put BreakawayVacations.com to work for you

1-800-800-7252

Breakawayvacations.com is a division of
Lloyds Travel & Cruises — 906 West Broadway, Vancouver

Planning vacations for Canadian travellers since 1951

Open Space Technology opens minds and hearts at
ROOTS forum ~ Mike Logan

At the recent ROOTS Forum on Salt Spring Island, the organizers
employed a discussion structure called Open Space Technology. It
is a highly interactive and participatory model of getting things
done. The idea is very simple—people passionate about the same
general issue come together and learn to create their own agenda.
In the mid-1980s, an organizational consultant named
Harrison Owen created Open Space Technology to ‘invite people
working on complex and important issues to connect and
deepen their work through responsible self-organization.’ In
other words, the participants set the priorities themselves.
There are no pre-set schedules, no speeches, no workshops.
On Salt Spring there was only the five-person facilitation team,
with members from Mayne, Gabriola, and Saturna Islands, and
headed by Chris Corrigan (www.chriscorrigan.com), from
Bowen Island, to help the participants get started.
In the ROOTS forum, participants’ chairs were arranged in a
circle around four piles of paper, twelve turkey feathers, and 20
markers. ‘This room is pregnant with possibility,’ Corrigan said,
‘be aware of the potential of the natural resources in this room.’
On the large south wall were three meeting times, and post-it
notes with meeting locations. When someone thought of a topic
they wanted to discuss, e.g. ‘sustainability and water’ or ‘how to
create effective dialogue’, they wrote it on a note, announced it
and assigned it a time and meeting place. ‘The object is good
conversation today—good and wise action tomorrow,’ he said,
‘in a minute, I’ll ask anyone who wants to convene a
conversation on a topic to come forward.’
People began to shift in their seats as Corrigan announced
the four principles of Open Space. ‘Whoever comes are the right
people, whenever it starts is the right time, whatever happens is
the only thing that could have happened, and when it’s over, it’s
over,’ he said, ‘so, if you’re only 15 minutes away from world
peace, do us all a favour and finish.’ He stepped out of the centre,
inviting the crowd to begin. Hands shot up eager with questions,
but Corrigan insisted people begin by convening topics. The
majority watched the first few Islanders try it out, and then,
satisfied that it was safe, descended upon the papers eagerly.
The only rule of Open Space is the ‘Law of Two Feet’—that is,

if you’re not learning from, or contributing to, a conversation—
go to where you can. ‘There’s great value in diversity; even at the
best buffet, you can’t eat everything,’ Corrigan said before
turning the crowd loose to conversations. With an average of ten
topics to choose from during each time block, there is no
shortage of passionate dialogue. Some groups become intense,
some are more controlled.
‘We’ve been conditioned to expect someone to be in charge,’
said Corrigan in a later interview, ‘but the invitation in this
process is to be who you truly are.’ He notes that many first-time
participants suffer from what he calls ‘freedom shock’, as it
dawns on them that they are as much in control as the other
participants. They can do, or not do, what they want. ‘When
people figure out what they have,’ he says, ‘good luck holding
them back.’
Participants choose their own schedules, contribute where
and when they want to. Sometimes only the convenor is present,
while other topics attract large crowds. ‘I find the qualities of the
conversation improve throughout the day,’ Corrigan said, ‘if you
raise a topic in the morning, and raise the same topic at the end
of the day, you’ll find two very different conversations.’ At the
end of each conversation, notes are typed up and added to a
database, and at the end of the conference, everyone receives a
copy of the highlights of each meeting.
After a full day of conversation, the group meets again on the
second day to discuss action. Once again setting a topic agenda
and breaking off into smaller groups, the forum generates ideas,
themes, and small actions. ‘Whatever sparks your interest, that’s
what you’re looking for,’ Corrigan said. At the end of the
conference, all notes are again collated and presented in a final
report, full of ideas and possibilities, which each participant
takes home.
This fine balance between order and chaos is intentional, and
follows the observation of Open Space: be prepared to be
surprised. ‘If you take responsibility for something without
caring for it, it’s drudgery,’ Corrigan noted, ‘the reason [Open
Space] works so well is that it invites both [order and chaos]
equally.’ 0

School finance at the root of teachers’ problems ~ Russ Searle

Someone once said that those who don’t read history are
doomed to repeat it. Well here we are again with a teachers’
strike and all because we have refused to look at the history of the
root causes of teacher collective bargaining in BC, and also to
look for a solution.
In the seventies and early eighties, teachers could bargain
with their local school districts for wages and benefits and school
districts could raise taxes to support any gains the teachers
made. Teachers quickly realized that with province-wide coordination of local bargaining, they could make great gains by
playing off one school district against another. They did this with
great success to the point where, between 1990 and 1992
inclusive, they had gained more than a 21% increase in wages
(BCTF Salary Settlements Compared to Changes in the BC
Consumer Price Index and to Settlements in the Public and
Private Sectors in British Columbia, 1990 to 1998, BCTF
Research Department). This alarmed the government of the day,
which by then was NDP, and they promptly took away the school
districts’ right to impose school taxes.
This left the school districts in limbo, and so the government
enacted the Public Sector Employers’ Act which resulted in the
formation of the Public Sector Employers’ Council (PSEC)
chaired by the Finance Minister. This is still in operation today.
They also enacted a companion piece of legislation: the Public
Education Labour Relations Act, which was the beginning of the
BC Public School Employers’ Association (BCPSEA). BCPSEA is
one of the members of PSEC. The government’s idea was to have
a provincial teachers’ contract which would give all teachers
similar remuneration and conditions, subject to regional
differences. In other words, the idea was to transition from sixty
local teachers’ contracts to one provincial contract.
Unfortunately, the government didn’t put in a transition process
to ensure this happened—and we’re still waiting for one.
This action outraged the BCTF because their substantial
bargaining advantage had been stripped away, and as a result
they simply refused to bargain. Since that time, the BCTF has only
bargained with BCPSEA by putting items on the table and then
refusing to budge. Bargaining at any other labour table consists of
give and take; one concedes in one area but gains in another.
As a result of this non-bargaining process we have teachers
with wildly different pay structures and working conditions
throughout the province, thereby forcing the government to
subsidize districts with the highest paid teachers to the tune of
$81 million annually. This is patently unfair to the lower paid
teachers and their districts, but until we move to a provincial pay
grid, this won’t change, and that won’t happen until the union is
prepared to bargain.

School Trustees not Impotent

The locally elected school trustees were also more than a little
fearful of the changes as they could see their authority slipping

SHORELINE DESIGN

specializing in water access
over steep and rugged
terrain

away even though they are the teachers’ employers. This angst is
still present today and many people regard school trustees as
people with little real power in this struggle. While it’s true, as Don
Wright said in his submission about teacher bargaining, that the
real battle is between the government and the BCTF, it’s not true
that school trustees are impotent. They have a great deal of
influence about what happens in their districts, which is as it
should be since they are elected to do so, and it is trustees and their
boards, not the government, which instruct BCPSEA as to
bargaining objectives. However, these objectives are constrained
by government policies and provincial laws—just as they always
have been.

Underfunding

Any provincial government, after winning a provincial election,
has the right and duty to formulate broad policy and make laws.
It’s the duty of school boards, as it always has been, to work
within those policies and to suggest to the provincial
government what changes should be made to make the
education system work better. Sometimes the government of the
day listens and sometimes it doesn’t.
The government has been informed countless times by
school boards and trustees that it is under-funding education in
BC. As an aside, the Liberals have shorted school districts
provincially by more than $100 million since they first took
office. Prior to the $150 million announcement just before the
election, there was a shortfall of $250 million.
The current strike has occurred because of the stupidity of the
government decision to award the teachers a 7.5% raise worth
$300 million during the last round of bargaining, and then
provide the school districts only $50 million of it. School districts
were forced to cut services and programs to students to pay for the
teachers’ raise and other cost increases. This caused unneccessary
strains on the system. It’s doubtful the BCTF would be on strike
today if the government had honoured its commitment to school
districts to fund the entire raise, since cuts to student services and
instruction wouldn’t have been so draconian, and teachers would
have better working conditions.

Commentary

On the other hand, by defying the law, the BCTF is saying that
the union, and not the BC Legislature, should have the authority
to make public education policy—that they are above the
legislators and the law. This is so antithetical to our form of
government that even their NDP champions in the Legislature
correctly state that no one is above the law. Otherwise, why
bother having a Legislature at all if any special interest group can
do as it pleases? This union action, which is demonstrating a
disregard for the rule of law, is not teaching a good lesson to our
children.

Going Somewhere?

STRIKE, please turn to page 8

whittome’s travel
60 Station Street, Duncan

Peter
Christenson

fully insured
excellent
250-629-8386
references
www.shorelinedesign.ca
peterc@shorelinedesign.ca

1-800-434-0566

travel.whittome@shawcable.com
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank

s I write, our first big south-easter of the
fall is blowing. Crunchy maple leaves are
flying and brown needles are raining
down in heaps as the fir and hemlock branches
bounce around in the wind. The roads look
beautiful with their gold verges.
There is a nice population of rough skinned
newts in several places on Narvaez Bay Road—
I know this because of the squashed ones in the
road at this time of year! Banana slugs and
newts never get out of the way fast enough for
cars, so keep a small percentage of your
attention on the short-statured road fauna!
‘To-Do’ lists change at this time of the year.
During summer the basic premise is that the
weather will be warm-sunny, or warm-cloudy
and that outside and inside tasks can be done
by inclination. Now, the weather divides lists
into ‘Sunny Day’ and the longer ‘Inside the
House-Barn-Bakery.’ My favorite list is Sunny
Day as working in the warmth and light is very
inspiring and tasks seem to fly along to
completion.

Dian’s energy and enthusiasm at Saturna
Lodge.
We wish Ingrid every success in her new
role as mom and congratulate her on her
excellent management of the Lodge.

Saturna Island Elementary is closed for the
duration of the province-wide BCTF strike. Our
new principal and teacher, Steve Dunsmuir
spends his day at our school working on
various projects.
Saturna Island is home to many former
teachers; thirty-two showed up at Saturna Café
on September 6, the first day of school, for a get
together luncheon. These people add a lot to
our community; wise in communicating and
organizing, they are generally ‘people’ oriented
and are invested in participating in inspiring
and cooperative projects. Here’s to a fair
settlement and getting our teachers teaching
and our kids vigorously and successfully
involved in learning!
Right now, the kids are involved in raising
funds to build a garden at the school. They
would like to buy composters and earthworms,
and lumber for raised beds. It has been
suggested that there be a community garden in
the lot east of the school with beds and
irrigation for community members.
Parents and kids are holding a big bottle
drive on October 15 to generate money for this
project. You can drop bottles off at the Saturna
Store parking lot or have Amber (539-5463)
pick them up or leave your bottle return refund
in the School Jar at the Store. Donations and
offers of materials for the garden project will
also be gratefully accepted.
The parents and school kids sent a big thank
you to our community for supporting their goal
of collecting funds for the people who were so
devastated by the tsunami. Saturna School did
indeed raise $1,400 for the purchase of a boat
and the poster has a picture of the recipients
and their craft. Well done!

The Saturna Recreation Centre is holding a
contest to choose a logo for the Centre. The
winner will receive a $200 cash prize and the
runner-up, $50. Entries must be submitted by
October 31. The logo, with credit to the
designer, will appear on all correspondence
and advertising.

School News

A New Innkeeper and Baby

Saturna Lodge has a new innkeeper. Ingrid
Gaines has handed over the position to Dian
Johnstone. Ingrid and Brent Sohier are
expecting a baby at the end of November and
Ingrid will be busy in her new capacity as mom
for the time being.
Dian Johnstone brings a love of cooking,
and the love of a challenge, to her new role.
Years ago Dian started Meals on Wheels,
personally cooking almost the entire menu and
delivering food and lively banter. The service
was much in demand, with many people
aspiring to join her list! It will be fun to have

Jillian Leaves Free Store

Jillian Tebbit has worked at Recycling’s Free
Store for ten years. With fine good humour, she
and Jody Bavis have collected, selected,
displayed, sorted and dispersed Islanders’
offerings of clothes and objects. Jillian is a firm
believer in reuse and recycle for the good of the
earth. Playful, she loves clothes and objects;
working at the Free Store has served her interest
in exchanging treasures, and being well turnedout on a budget. Jillian will turn 65 at the end of
this year and feels that this is a time for change,
‘My own creative work is a priority—65 is a
milestone for me to consider how I am using my
energies.’ Jillian is a versatile artist: stone carver
(her carvings are displayed in a Salt Spring
Gallery), painter, writer, public performer, and
Tai Chi instructor.

Logo Contest

"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

Antarctica Slideshow

Most Islanders go south in the winter, how about
Antarctica? Angela Holmes, the new Gulf
Islands National Park Reserve interpreter, has
led international expeditions in the Antarctic
Peninsula for the last 5 years. On November 5,
she will present a photography show and talk
entitled ‘Antarctica.’ It’s a chance to see and
hear, first hand, about a little known area of our
earth.

Galiano Island: Spectacular oceanviews,
54.36 acres, custom home, guest cottage,
pond, walk to marine park. $925,000

Salt Spring Island: 3 bed / 2 bath home,
great covered deck, sep garage / workshop,
community water, close to beach access.
$369,000

Salt Spring Island: Panoramic oceanviews,
4 bed / 5 bath home, living room, family,
den, all day sun, B&B potential, close to
town. Don’t overlook this! $799,000

Salt Spring Island: 3 bed / 3 bath home, sep.
studio, seasonal creek, close to 2 beach
accesses, moorage potential, sunny &
private. $329,000

Salt Spring Island: Superb oceanviews,
new cottage style home, two exceptional
B&B accommodation spaces, hot tub,
close to lake & ocean beach. A great
opportunity! $789,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview with access
to private shared oceanfront point, home
with superb design ethic, casually elegant,
S/SW exposures. Just move in & enjoy!
$925,000

Parks & Rec

An African Dance Workshop is being sponsored
by Parks and Recreation on October 27. Carol
Voyt, a new resident on Cliffside, will be
teaching. There will be no charge. This is a loose
clothing and barefoot event—sounds like a very
fun workout! Parks and Recreation
Commission has two new members, Jean
Hollingshead and Joan Combes, who have
volunteered to join this hard-working successful
group. Much appreciation has been given to
Barb Ropars and Michael Goldrick who have
served their terms on the Commission.

Halloween

Halloween is a big event on Saturna and the
Parents Group and the Volunteer Firefighters
provide hot dogs, hot chocolate, a big bonfire and
fireworks before the witches, goblins, hobos,
princesses, gypsies and other clan members hit
the driveways to secure loot. This event takes
place at the Saturna Volunteer Firehall #1 at
about 5 pm. Everyone is welcome to help, and
take part in this fun community event.

Goodbye Frank

Frank Lougheed died on September 6, 2005.
Mr Lougheed lived for many years with his
brother, Chuck, in a large rambling house on
Saturna which they built and kept building for
many years. The Saturna house was a replica of
the house that the family owned in Vancouver.
The person to whom they sold that house said
the brothers could take anything they wanted

SATURNA, please turn to page 8

PENDER ISLANDS RECREATION
FACILITIES SERVICE REFERENDUM

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO VOLUNTEER AS A SCRUTINEER
Take notice that the assent of the electors is required with regard to Bylaw No. 3305,
"Pender Island Recreation Facilities Service Establishment Bylaw No. 1, 2005".
Qualified electors of the proposed service area, on North and South Pender Islands,
will be asked to vote on the following question on Saturday, November 19, 2005:
"Are you in favour of the Board of the Capital Regional District adopting
Bylaw No. 3305, cited as "Pender Island Recreation Facilities Service
Establishment Bylaw No. 1, 2005" to raise a maximum annual requisition
of the greater of $64,510 or $0.10 per $1,000 to establish a service for
providing recreational and related programmes, acquiring, constructing
and operating facilities on North and South Pender Islands? YES or NO?"
SCRUTINEERS
Applications to act as a scrutineer for those organizations for and against the bylaw
shall be received at the offices of the Capital Regional District (CRD), P. O. Box
1000, 524 Yates Street, Victoria, B.C. V8W 2S6 between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
from Tuesday, October 25, 2005 until Friday, November 4, 2005. Application
forms are available at the CRD by telephoning Toll Free 1-800-663-4425 local 3129
or 250-360-3129.
Dated this 13th day of October, 2005.
Thomas F. Moore,
Chief Election Officer
This notice is being published in this newspaper as a convenience only and not in accordance with the
legal requirements pursuant to the Local Government Act.

Other Land Choices
Wise Island: Sunny lot, access to water system, close to Galiano’s Montague Harbour. $299,500
Mayne Island: 0.29 acres, motivated seller, excellent investment. $99,800
Valdes Island: Oceanfront, 2.69 leasehold acres, views of Georgia Strait. $69,800
Salt Spring Land Choices
Oceanfront with beach, one+ acre, panoramic views, cedar cottage. $799,000
Oceanview, about 20 acres, 2 bed bungalow, fenced vegetable garden, pasture. $980,000
10+ acres, farm potential, in Fulford Valley. $559,000
10.23 acres, arable land, creek, pond. $369,000
Oceanview, 4.42 acres, driveway roughed in. $359,000
Oceanview, 5.68 acres, S/SW/W exposures. $369,000
One plus hectare, drilled well, driveway roughed in. $329,000+GST
One plus hectare, drilled well, driveway roughed in. $299,000+GST

Li Read

Toll-free: 1-800-731-7131
Email: islands@liread.com
Website: www.liread.com

"See Li for Successful Solutions!"
Re/Max Realty of Salt Spring

SEAPLANES
Leaves Vanc. Airport

7:30am
11:30am
4:30pm

1-800-447-3247
604-273-8900

www.seairseaplanes.com

8 Scheduled Flights Daily

des: Port Wash, Lyall, Miners
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ith the local government elections less than a month
away, this is a good time to review why Islands
Trustees need to be dedicated and courageous people.
They need more integrity and determination than most local
representatives. More is required of them than in other
jurisdictions. First they must swear an oath to uphold the mandate
of the Islands Trust, and then they must carry out that pledge.
The Islands Trust, unlike virtually any other local government
structure in North America, has a provincially legislated Mandate
to ‘preserve and protect’ its thirteen member Islands. This includes
the environment and Island communities.
The legislation also required a ‘Policy Statement’ which
answers the questions: ‘Preserve and protect what? and How?’
The Policy Statement was developed during a lengthy public
process in 1994 and can only be amended through the action of
Trust Council, whose membership comprises all the Trustees
from all the Islands.
The Official Community Plan (OCP) for each Island must be
consistent with the Policy Statement. Each Island’s implementing
document, the Land Use Bylaw (LUB), must under the laws
governing local governments, be consistent with the OCP.
This chain of consistency is unusual even in well-planned,
mature cities. The Mandate and Policy Statement are effectively
a constitution for the Islands and express the spirit of the law;
the OCPs and LUBs comprise the detailed letter of the law.
Because of the very existence of the Mandate, this structure
puts the community ahead of the individual. And because of the
nature of the Mandate, there exists a built-in bias against change.

The Social Contract

It is not surprising, therefore, that this structure shapes the
expectations of communities and individuals on the Islands.

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334
fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

That Musty Smell

Dear Editor:
What a strange letter from Mr Varzeliotis of Salt Spring Island.
He appears to not like the Single Transferable Vote (STV)
concept very much but can’t quite come right out and say it. And
he seems to want to close the door firmly on any chance of it
being voted on again. How unusual to describe a system that has
never been in use in this province as an ‘old…musty thing,’ ‘for
academics to play with;’ as if academics were to be pitied and
indulged. Very novel.
In a burst of positive thinking he calls on the reader to not
forever vote for the lesser evil—but vote for the better angel.
Could he please take the time to describe this better angel to us?
Lastly we are urged to run at the political horizon under the
western sky. Well, the horizon never gets closer no matter how
far and fast you run and at some point a lemming-like situation
occurs. Now what would be the good of that? Very curious. I’m
for BC-STV all the way.
John Wiznuk, Saturna Island

NMCA Meeting On Gabriola

Dear Editor:
Parks Canada is hosting an open house and public meeting on
Gabriola Island to discuss the Southern Strait of Georgia
National Marine Conservation Area (NMCA). This meeting
would not be happening without the encouragement and
support of the Gulf Islanders, conservation groups, and Islands
Trustees who invited Parks Canada to come to Gabriola after the
waters around the Island were excluded from the NMCA’s
feasibility study area.
These supporters believe that, for the NMCA to be truly
representative of the southern Strait of Georgia, the marine region
around Gabriola Island needs to be included in the study area.
The information session will be held Thursday, October 20 at
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The Letter of the Law

Virtually all LUBs in BC are based on the concept of zoning—that
is, that new development should match, in terms of density, land
use, and appearance, its surroundings, whether existing or
future. In theory, adherence to the detailed and specific
requirements of the zoning bylaw will in fact ensure that the
social contract is carried out. But, on the Islands, meeting those
legal and confirmable requirements is not sufficient; change and
development, whether by newcomers or settled residents, must
be consistent with all levels of the law: the OCP, Policy
Statement, and the Mandate.
While Islanders would emphasize close attention to
objectives, developers (and planners and the Trust lawyers)
would prefer to work to the letter of the law rather than its spirit.
They can then utilize a legal framework of municipal law that
relies on precedents established in the courts.
But almost none of these precedents take into account the
existence of a Mandate established by provincial legislation. And
where the Trust Mandate has been tested in the courts (as in the
Galiano Forest Lands case) it has proven robust and enforceable.

Readers’ Letters

Voluntary Mail & Box Pick-up Subscriptions $21.40

IS YOUR

Even though it legally governs only land use, it comprises a sort
of social contract which residents and visitors alike are expected
to honour. Those who have, by settling on the Islands, implicitly
adopted this contract, are entitled to assume that those who are
responsible for change and development will also honour it.
They are also entitled to assume that the Trustees which they
elect to each Island’s Local Trust Committee (LTC) will be
prepared to enforce it.
Whenever, in the eyes of the community, the contract is
broken, the Mandate is eroded for all the Islands.
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EDITORIAL, please turn to facing page

WI Hall on Gabriola Island. There will be an open house from 46 pm and a public meeting 7-9 pm.
The people of Gabriola Island deserve an equal say in the
establishment of a local marine conservation area. We
encourage you to learn more about the NMCA at
www.cpawsbc.org/marine/sites/ssg.php and attend this public
meeting. Help ensure that the NMCA feasibility study includes
the waters up to and around Gabriola Island.
Thank you to Parks Canada for listening to Gulf Islanders
and arranging this information session on Gabriola.
Jodi Stark, CPAWS-BC

New Orleans One Month On

Dear Editor:
My staff has been down in New Orleans and on the Gulf Coast
for nearly a month now setting up and running our own relief
effort with Veterans for Peace. The overwhelming response from
so many of you has directly affected the lives of thousands of
people. Here’s what we’ve been able to do with the help of
individual Americans:
• Over 500 tons of food, water, clothing, medical supplies,
baby products, feminine hygiene products, cleaning supplies,
power tools, and a boat and trailer for reaching those still flooded
by water have been distributed directly to those in need
• Over 10,000 aid packages have been sent via UPS and
FedEx to our camp and distributed
• Over two million dollars in donations, food, water, and
supplies have been sent and distributed
• Tractor trailers, dozens of 20-foot trucks, six school buses,
and other vehicles arrived loaded with supplies. Most stayed on
to help distribute donations
• Over 200 chainsaws, 100 generators and 2,000 gallons of
bleach have been distributed
• Over 100 people were walked through the FEMA
application process
• Doctors, physician’s assistants, nurse practitioners,
psychologists, registered nurses, LPNs, paramedics, emergency
medical technicians, and social workers have volunteered from
across the country and joined forces to create several mobile
medical units providing prescription medication, first aid
supplies, diabetic testing equipment, insulin and tetanus shots
for those digging through the rubble of their homes
• 14 people were reunited with their families
But beyond all these statistics are the personal testimonies of
what my staff has witnessed. Electricity was provided to a family
whose young son suffers from cystic fibrosis, allowing him to
continue his treatment until electricity in his neighborhood was
restored. A 60-year-old woman on a respirator was found, still in
LETTERS, please turn to page 10
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‘What’s On?’

Fri to Sun, Oct 21 to 23

The Passion of Dracula presented by
Pender Solstice Theatre—a scary, scary
evening of vampires, victims and vigilance; not
recommended for children • Pender Islands
Community Hall • 7:30pm • Tickets: $12,
available at the usual outlets • ON PENDER
ISLAND

Saturday, October 22

Winter Cove Broom Bash—join the Saturna Lions Club, the
Canadian Parks & Wilderness Society & Parks Canada for an
invasive species removal work party in the Gulf Islands National
Park Reserve, bring along gloves and loppers if you have them,
lunch is provided & you could win prizes (Rain date is October 29)
• Winter Cove, meet at parking lot • 11–3pm • Info: contact Pam
Janszen, 250-539-5150 • ON SATURNA ISLAND

Saturday, October 22

Marc Atkinson Trio—immerse yourself in the melodic and
energetic music of this phenomenal West Coast group • Saturna
Community Hall • 7:30pm • Tickets: $20 at the door • ON
SATURNA ISLAND

Saturday, October 29

Book Launch and Reading—Andrea
Spalding will read and sign her latest book,
Heart of the Hill (The Summer of Magic
Quartet Book Three) published by Orca Book
Publishers; the ideal Christmas gift for
children aged 8-12; refreshments • Talisman
Books & Gallery • 11am–1:30pm • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
Only $26.75! • With photo just $32.10

Saturday, November 5

Greenburn Lake Broom (and Gorse) Bash—join the Pender
Island Conservancy, the Canadian Parks & Wilderness Society &
Parks Canada for an invasive species removal work party in the
Gulf Islands National Park Reserve, bring along gloves and
loppers if you have them • Meet at the South Pender Fire Hall by
the entrance to Greenburn Lake • 1:30–3:30pm, rain or shine •
Info: Amanda Griesbach, 250-629-2075 or pica@gulfislands.com
• ON PENDER ISLAND

Tuesday, November 8

Sustainable Energy Public Forum—David Anderson (MP)
will explore how the transition from fossil fuels to sustainable
energy can get moving in BC • St. Ann’s Academy • 7:30pm • By
donation • Info: BruceMckenzie@shaw.ca • IN VICTORIA

Tues, Nov 8 to Thurs, Dec 1

Gulf Islands Flu Clinics—PENDER: Tues, Nov 15, 10am–2pm
(by appointment, call 539-3099) & Tues, Nov 29,
10:15am–1:30pm (drop-in), Parish Hall; SATURNA: Mon, Nov
28, 11:15am–3pm (drop-in), Community Hall; GALIANO: Thurs,
Nov 17, 1:30–4:30pm (by appointment, call 539-3099) & Thurs,
Dec 1, 2:45pm–4:15pm (drop-in), Lions’ Hall • MAYNE: Wed,
Nov 16, 1:30–3:45pm (by appointment, call 539-3099) & Wed,
Nov 30, 1:30–3:45pm (drop-in), Community Hall; SALT
SPRING: Tues, Nov 8, Lady Minto Meeting Room; Wed, Nov 16,
Lady Minto Meeting Room & Tues, Nov 22, Health Unit (all by
appointment, call 538-4880) • ON PENDER, SATURNA,
GALIANO, MAYNE & SALT SPRING ISLANDS

Friday, November 11

Tuesday, November 1

Pender Islands Lions Club Remembrance Day Pancake
Breakfast—after a hearty breakfast you’ll have plenty of time to
make it to the Royal Canadian Legion for the 11am service •
Memories Restaurant • 8-10am • Admission: Adults $5, Children
(12 & under) $2.50 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Friday, November 4

Sustainable Energy Now!—Alternative Energy exhibit and
tradeshow examines the political, educational and environmental
how-tos towards sustainable energy • University Canada West •
11am–6pm • Free • Info: Hiltz Tanner, 250-217-6829 • IN
VICTORIA

Fisheries and Oceans Open House—discuss current fisheries
issues including: proposed changes to the Fishereies Act, Wild
Salmon policy and more (see ad, page 4 for details) • Dorchester
Hotel, 70 Church Street • 6–8pm • Info: www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca
or 604-666-0385 • IN NANAIMO
Salt Spring EcoVillage Open House—the SEEDS Ecovillage
group is ready to buy land, we want community involvement,
come to our open house to see a powerpoint slideshow, hear our
panel of enthusiastic members, have questions answered • Lions
Hall, 103 Bonnet Avenue • 7pm • Info: 250-537-1403,
www.islandseeds.org • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Friday to Sunday, Nov 4 to 6

16th Annual Nanaimo Professional Craft Fair—one-of-akind gifts by BC artisans, lunch & refreshments available, hourly
door prizes & grand-door prize of 27-inch flat-screen TV with
VCR & DVD • 2300 Bowen Road, Beban Park Centre • FRI:
12–8pm, SAT: 10–5pm, SUN: 10–4pm • Admission: $3, includes
repeat admission • Info: 250-758-6545 • IN NANAIMO

EDITORIAL from previous page

Zoning

Zoning alone cannot adequately express the objectives of the
Island community, as expressed in the OCP. It is, in practice, a
very primitive restrictive mechanism, and may unduly restrict
development which the community may find desirable.
Virtually all LUBs contain provisions for changing zoning
designations, creating site-specific designations such as
development permit areas, or granting density bonuses. It is
these mechanisms that development proposals seek to utilize in
order to develop things unanticipated by the zoning bylaws,
usually to increase the value of the development so it would be
more profitable to build, but sometimes because it will benefit of
the community.
Such ideas must be stringently tested: developments may be
consistent with the OCP, the Policy Statement, and ‘preserve &
protect.’ But not always. Within the Mandate, an Island may
decide to consider, or not to consider any such variations from
existing zoning. It may take advice from voluntary bodies, such
as Advisory Planning Commissions, Environmental Advisory
Commissions, or public referenda.

Procedures

The procedures which each LTC must follow in administering
and amending its LUB are constrained by the same legislation
that governs procedures for all municipalities in BC.
Unfortunately, this legislation, along with most municipalities’
OCPs and LUBs, is designed to facilitate development. In most
places, change is driven by proposals from individual
landowners, not from the community.
While municipal law requires that proposals to change land
use for which the necessary fees have been paid be ‘considered’
(and given first reading), a LTC can rely on the Mandate, the
Policy Statement, and the OCP to judge at an early stage whether
a proposal is consistentwith them.

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Davnor BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
REMOVE:

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd

Sat to Sun, November 12 to 13
Thursday, November 17

Tri-Continental in Concert—Bill
Bourne, Lester Quitzau and Madagascar
Slim, sweet vocal harmonies and
imaginative guitar playing with a focus
on the blues • Community Hall •
7:30pm • Tickets: $20 in advance, $22
at the door • ON PENDER ISLAND

PROMOTE YOUR EVENT

Only $26.75 W/ photo, $32.10

This reflects the importance of the social contract embodied
in Islands Trust law. It is in fact both strict and meaningful, but
at the same time allows more initiative and freedom of action
than conventional municipal law.
Often, LUB amendments necessitate matching OCP
amendments. The vital implication of this is that changes to the
legal land use of a particular parcel may well create precedents
for parcels elsewhere on the Island and in fact change the social
contract.

The Role of Trustees

Island Trustees must be prepared to take responsibility to
ensure that their OCP, and any changes to it, are not only
consistent with the Mandate and the Policy Statement, but that
they also reflect the wishes of the community. This may lead
them to strengthen OCPs and refuse LUB/Zoning changes that
are not consistent with OCP intentions. They have the power to
do so.
That’s why it’s so important to elect Trustees who are
prepared to uphold the spirit, as well as enforce the letter, of
Islands Trust laws. 0

Opportunity for Input
Recovering Garry Oak Ecosystems and
Species at Risk

The Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team (GOERT) is
dedicated to the conservation and restoration of one of
Canada's most imperilled ecosystems.

GOERT and its partners invite you to provide input on
any of the following four draft recovery strategies
prepared to guide recovery of these elements of the
Garry oak ecosystems:
• Maritime Meadows Recovery Strategy
• Vernal Pools Recovery Strategy
• Garry Oak Woodlands Recovery Strategy
• Rigid Apple Moss Recovery Strategy
Collectively, these strategies will support subsequent
action plans and measures for the recovery of imperilled
habitats that are home to 21 federally-listed species at
risk.
Contact information and background material can be
found on the GOERT website at www.goert.ca. You can
also receive information by calling (250) 382-1337.
Comments submitted before November 4, 2005 will
be considered in revising the draft recovery strategies.
Responses received after this date will be compiled for
use in development of subsequent documents.
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Salt Spring ecovillage
society ready to buy land

SEEDS, the non-profit Salt Spring Ecovillage Education and
Development Society, is in the process of buying land for an
ecovillage on Salt Spring. They have an accepted offer on 95
acres, located on the southern part of the Island near Fulford, and
are working on getting the financing in place. Once the land is
purchased, the group will start working on satisfying the
requirements of the various organizations to rezone the property.
Made up of about 15 core families and 70 member
supporters, SEEDS envisions ‘a small sustainable community
where we will grow much of our own food, live in energyefficient homes with rainwater catchment systems, and generate
our own renewable energy.’
The total population is expected to be no greater than about
forty-five, including children. The number of dwellings and their
location will be determined by the Islands Trust—informed by
community input. SEEDS members have met with the Islands
Trust Housing Planner on Salt Spring, Cathy McNamara, and
presented her with the Land Use Bylaw used for OUR Ecovillage
in Shawnigan Lake. Salt Spring’s OCP is supportive of the
concept and members are hopeful the community will support
the project and the legal requirements will be met. Members are
guessing the process may take at least one year—if successful,
this will be the first ecovillage in the Trust area.
SEEDS is seeking skilled people of all ages who share their
vision, have the financial ability to build a home, wish to live in
an ecovillage community and are prepared to participate in
community building. The land and community buildings will be
owned by a new non-profit organization to be established
specifically for the project. Residents will build and own their
own homes, which will be constructed on homesites leased from
the non-profit organization. Some of the home sites will be
reserved for modest-income farmers and craftspeople and their
families.
The group is hoping the project will demonstrate solutions to
identified needs on Salt Spring: improved water stewardship,
more local organic food, decreased reliance on automobiles,
increased energy-efficiency, community housing, local ‘green’
employment, sustainable technology and environmental
education.
SEEDS is holding a community information session, please see
the What’s On for details.0

FOR SALE ON VALDES ISLAND
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Local Government Elections 2005

Partnership protects Mount Erskine on
Salt Spring Island

Candidates for regional district directors
and trustees for the Islands Trust Area

The summit of Mount Erskine on Salt Spring
Island will be preserved forever as a provincial
park. The Salt Spring Island Conservancy, the
Ministry of Environment, and the Nature
Conservancy of Canada have joined together to
purchase 40 hectares of ecologically sensitive
habitat on the highest point of land on northern
Salt Spring.
This spectacular property contains coastal
Douglas-fir and Arbutus forest and forms the
core of almost 240 hectares of protected and
undeveloped lands on Mount Erskine, including
a park reserve, the Manzanita Ridge Nature
Reserve (owned by the SSI Conservancy), two
Crown land parcels, and adjacent lands
protected by conservation covenants.
The campaign to save the top of Mount
Erskine was launched by the Salt Spring Island
Conservancy in April of this year. The response
from the public was amazing, and the project
succeeded largely because of the many Salt
Spring Island residents and businesses who
donated so generously to the campaign. The
acquisition received a major boost early on by
the donation of $60,000 from Environment
Canada (Georgia Basin Action Plan).
‘We also acknowledge the valuable
assistance and financial support we received
from our conservation partners at the Islands
Trust Fund, Habitat Acquisition Trust, and The

Land Conservancy of British Columbia as well
as the Salt Spring Island Foundation, the
Capital Regional District, our local Parks and
Recreation Commission, and Friends of Salt
Spring Parks,’ said Peter Lamb, president of the
SSI Conservancy.
Of the $625,000 purchase price, $375,000
was raised by the Salt Spring Island
Conservancy, $125,000 came from the Province
of British Columbia, and $125,000 from the
Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC).
NCC’s contribution was made possible by
private donors and the BC Trust for Public
Lands, an $8-million government-funded,
multi-agency partnership announced in 2002.
The fund, with matching contributions from
the conservation sector, supports improved
conservation planning, and the acquisition and
management of private lands that have unique
ecological values.
‘The Salt Spring Island Conservancy has
taken a leadership role in seeing this vital
habitat protected,’ said Minister of
Environment Barry Penner. ‘They, along with
the residents of Salt Spring and the Nature
Conservancy of Canada, should be commended
for taking on this initiative.’
‘We are proud to have been a part of this
exciting conservation project,’ said Jan Garnett,
MOUNT ERSKINE, please turn to page 8

PORT BROWNING MARINA, CAFE & PUB
DON’T MISS OUR CANUCKS
PAY-PER-VIEW HOCKEY GAMES:
OCT 25, 5PM: VS. MINNESOTA WILD
OCT 27, 6PM: VS. COLORADO AVALANCHE

Bowen Island Municipality:

COUNCILLORS: Not available at press time.
ISLANDS TRUST: Lisa Barrett, Kathy Dunster, Peter Frinton*, Alan Leigh, Alison Morse*
(candidates must also be elected as councillors to be eligible).
GVRD DIRECTOR: To be elected by Council.

Regional District Comox Strathcona, Electoral Area ‘K’

RDCS DIRECTOR: Carol Ann Quin* - acclaimed.
Denman Island
ISLANDS TRUST: Louise Bell*, Leslie Gillett, David Graham.
Hornby Island
ISLANDS TRUST: Ron Emerson, Eleanor Kneffel*, Tony Law*, Cari St. Pierre.

Nanaimo Regional District, Gabriola Island Designated Area

Gabriola Island
NRD DIRECTOR: Eric Moeller, Mike Pelzer, John Ralph, Bernd Sperling, Cliff Turner.
ISLANDS TRUST: Bev Fisher, Sheila Malcolmson*, John Ralph, Gisele Rudischer*.

Sunshine Coast Regional District , West Howe Sound Electoral Area
Gambier & Keats Islands:
SCRD DIRECTOR: Bill Hubbs, Lee Turnbull.
ISLANDS TRUST: Bill Baines, Kim Benson*, Joyce Clegg, Kathy McTaggart, Ken White.

Powell River Regional District

Lasqueti Island:
PRRD DIRECTOR: Rose Willow*, Merrick Anderson
ISLANDS TRUST: Dennis Burgen, Sue Kristinsson, Bronwyn Preece*, Thomas Weinerth, Rose Willow*

Cowichan Valley Regional District Electoral Area ‘G’

Thetis Island
CVRD DIRECTOR: Mel Dorey, Richard Fryer.
ISLANDS TRUST: Sue French, Peter Luckham, David Steen.

Capital Regional District, Electoral Area ‘G,’ Outer Gulf Islands

Café: Open 7am–8pm daily • Early Bird Special $4.95 (7–9:30am daily)
Pub: Open from Noon daily • Licensed Liquor Store: Open from 10am daily

629-3493 • www.portbrowning.com • portbrowning@cablelan.net
We supply:

• harvesting systems
• design
• installation
• service

Each Island elects two Trustees and the Islands in each Regional District elect one Director
(* indicates incumbents).

• steel cisterns –
polypropylene-lined,
5,000 – 30,000 gal.
• roof washers, debris
pails, high capacity
filters
BOB BURGESS

tel. 250-246-2155
bburgess@pacificcoast.net

www.rainwaterconnection.com

CRD DIRECTOR: Susan DeGryp - acclaimed.
North Pender Island:
ISLANDS TRUST: Gary Steeves*, Ken Hancock - both acclaimed.
South Pender Island:
ISLANDS TRUST: John Henshaw*, Alma Lightbody*, Bruce McConchie, E.J. ‘Buff’ Paterson.
Mayne Island:
ISLANDS TRUST: Jeanine Dodds*, Marie Elliot, Gary Rowe, Louis Vallée.
Saturna Island:
ISLANDS TRUST: Thomas Johnstone*, Daniel Thachuk, Brian Hollingshead*.
Galiano Island:
ISLANDS TRUST: Sheila Anderson*, Louise Decario*, Michael Sharp, Roy Smith

Capital Regional District, Electoral Area ‘E’, Salt Spring Island

CRD DIRECTOR: Bill Curtin, Gary Holman*, Dietrich Luth, Darlene Steele
ISLANDS TRUST: George Ehring, Peter Lamb, Kimberly Lineger*, Ken Rouleau

Local Government Elections 2005

Candidates for Trustee
School District Nº 64 (Gulf Islands)

Mayne Island (One to be elected): May McKenzie* - acclaimed.

Galiano Island (One to be elected): Bonnie MacGillivray*, Kiyo Okuda.
Saturna Island (One to be elected): Susanne Middleditch* - acclaimed.
Pender Island (One to be elected): Russ Searle*, Pete Williams

Salt Spring Island (Three to be elected): Mike Azzarello-Krayenhoff*, Charles Hingston*,
Gail Glode, Garth Hendren, Wolfgang Temmel
(* Indicates Incumbent)

2005 Integrated Electricity Plan
Information Sessions – Round Two

New eco-youth award for the Islands
To celebrate Waste Reduction Week (October
16-22), the Southern Gulf Islands Recycling
Coalition (SGIRC) launched a new award for
environmentally conscious youth. The SGIRC
2005 Eco-Youth Award will award four small
bursaries—one to a youth on each of Mayne,
Galiano, Pender and Saturna Islands.
The SGIRC is requesting Islanders to
nominate young Islanders who have made a
positive contribution to their
Island
environment. Criteria are youth between the
ages of 5-17; a resident of Mayne, Galiano,
Pender or Saturna Island who has made a

BC Hydro is developing its plan for meeting future electricity needs and we believe
our customers and those affected by our business should be part of our decisionmaking processes.
We are following up on regional information sessions held around the province
this past spring to obtain insight into your values and preferences around specific
resource options. This information helped to design energy portfolios (resource
mixes) that could meet the province’s future energy needs.
We invite you to a second round of regional information sessions to hear about the
activities undertaken to date in preparing the 2005 IEP and to obtain your feedback
on the resource strategies.
Please drop in for a chance to review the displays, ask questions and hear from the
2005 IEP team.

MAGIC LAKE WATERFRONT COTTAGE FOR SALE

The following information session is scheduled in your region:

This west facing 950 sq.ft. cottage on a 16,000
sq.ft. serviced lot (Pender Island) is ready for
your family's full time or recreational living.
The cottage is in excellent condition with two
bedrooms,one bath and a propane fireplace.Comes
fully furnished,including the pool table. Small boat
dock and swimming platform also included.

Victoria
Tuesday, October 25
7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Holiday Inn
Topaz Room
3020 Blanshard Street
We look forward to seeing you. For more information, please call 1 888 224-9376
(1 888 BCHYDRO), or email 2005iep@bchydro.com, or visit www.bchydro.com/iep.

For photographs and details see:

At BC Hydro, our purpose is to keep B.C.’s electricity reliable and low cost
for generations.

Or contact owners’ solicitor:

for generations

http://pendercottage.bravehost.com/

A05-453

www.bchydro.com

contribution to the environment related to
recycling and waste reduction, sustainable
living, conservation and stewardship.
Send your nomination with a brief
description of the reasons how or why the
nominee meets the criteria to: Gillian Allan,
Municipal Environmental Educator for the
Southern
Gulf
Islands,
by
email
gillian.allan@editors.ca or by mail: 4401 Bedwell
Harbour Road, Pender Island, BC, VON 2M1.
Nominations should be submitted by November
30, 2005. The winners will be chosen by the
SGIRC and announced in January 2006. 0

Mark WL Lindholm, Solicitor,
tel: 250-383-5678
email: mlindholm@westbay.bc.ca

Price: $339, 000

Please do not disturb occupants. Showings easily arranged. Courtesy to Real Estate Agents.

T

Children Need Greater Protection in the World of Work
Stephen McBride

wo years ago the provincial government made dramatic
changes to BC’s child labour rules, relaxing the laws and
regulations that govern the hiring of children as young as
12. The move provoked concern among parents and educators,
who worried that children’s safety, and their freedom to learn
and develop, would be put at risk.
Before the changes, no employer was allowed to hire a child
under 15 without first getting a permit from the Employment
Standards Branch. The need for a permit gave the branch the
opportunity to investigate the workplace, decide if restrictions
on the type and hours of work were needed, and received
parental and school consent.
Under the new system, all that is needed to hire a child aged 1214 is the written permission of one parent. The child is required to
be directly supervised by an adult at all times. The regulations do
not restrict potentially hazardous activities (such as selling doorto-door or operating a deep fryer). They do not require that safe
transportation be provided to and from work. And they do not
restrict the time of day (or night) a child can work.
To find out if and how these new rules are working, and to get
a picture of youth employment in general, my research team
conducted a survey of public school students aged 12 to 18 about
their work experiences.
The results show that for many young people, having a job is
a positive experience.
But the results also reveal some disturbing violations of the
rules, particularly for children. Of the surveyed 12-14 year-olds
who currently have jobs:
70% reported they worked without adult supervision some or
all of the time;
Nearly half (48%) reported that their parents had not
evaluated the health and safety of the workplace;
More than half (58%) reported that their employer did not
receive written approval from their parents.
There is little doubt that the vast majority of parents would
never knowingly put their child in harm’s way. But most parents
SEABREEZE from page 1

BC TRANSMISSION COMPANY ROUTE

are not experts in workplace health and safety. They no longer
have the benefit of the knowledge and resources that were
available under the old system, when the Employment Standards
Branch actually had to decide if a potential job was appropriate.
A fact sheet on the Ministry of Labour and Citizens Services’
website states that parents are responsible for all decisions about
their child’s employment — but there are no details, guidelines or
suggested resources on how parents are supposed to fulfill their
responsibilities. A phone call to the Employment Standards
Branch requesting information about what kinds of questions a
parent should ask a potential employer of a child under 15 elicited
the response that ‘We don’t provide anything like that whatsoever.’
Some parents also may not be in a position to insist on safe
working conditions for their children, either because of
desperate economic circumstances, a shared employer,
language barriers, or lack of knowledge about minimum
employment standards in general.
All of this would be less worrisome if we were talking about
babysitting and paper routes. However, our survey results show
that young people work in a wide variety of ‘regular’ jobs, with
retail and food service being the most common. More than one
in five working children and youth reported that they have been
injured on the job, most often burned. A third of those were
injured seriously enough to need treatment at a hospital, clinic
or doctor’s office.
The provincial government’s rationale for changing BC’s
child labour rules was that the old permit system wasn’t
effective. But these results tell us that the new ‘self-regulation’
model is not working and may be leaving children vulnerable to
unsafe working conditions and serious injury.
It has long been recognized that the employment of children
and youth requires special rules to make sure their education
and overall development are not harmed as a result of
participating in the world of work. It is this very idea that
underlies the International Labour Organization’s Minimum

CHILD WORK, please turn to page 10
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GULF ISLAND SPECIALISTS!

OCEANFRONT LOTS
ON PENDER & SATURNA ISLANDS

SATURNA ISLAND

PENDER ISLAND

Brian Harris & Dave Cochlan

1-866-558-LAND (5263)

www.landquest.com
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line that runs across the Islands.
IRAHVOL (www.irahvol.org/), the group representing
concerned Islanders, suggested that the new line be constructed
using technology known as ‘HVDC Light,’ routed underwater
around the Islands rather than across them. BCTC has not yet
responded to that suggestion.

Sea Breeze Proposal

The Sea Breeze proposal utilizes the ‘HVDC Light’ technology,
and follows an underwater route that completely avoids the Gulf
Islands, with the exception that it comes quite close to southern
Salt Spring Island off the Isabella Point area. The routing at this
point is similar to that originally proposed for BC Hydro’s
Georgia Strait Crossing (GSX) gas pipeline proposal, which was
abandoned last year, after several combative hearings, when the
price of gas rose too high to justify gas-powered electricity
generation on Vancouver Island.
The Sea Breeze group of companies is the successor to a long
line of small mining companies, first listed in 1979 on the former
Vancouver Stock Exchange. The company is now listed on the
TSX Venture exchange; nearly 60 million shares are
outstanding. The Sea Breeze name dates from 2003, when the
company first proposed getting into the wind-generated power
business. Since 2002, the company has worked on various wind
farm and run-of-river generation projects, the closest to
implementation being the 450MW Knob Hill wind farm
proposal, about 35km west of Port Hardy.
The company has also proposed an underwater power line
from BC to California, and an HVDC line from Vancouver Island
to Port Angeles. Filings at the end of its last fiscal year with the
US Securities and Exchange Commission indicate that the
company has no prior experience with transmission line
construction, no income, considerable debt, and is financed
through the sale of shares and borrowings from joint venture
partners.

SEA BREEZE
ROUTE

Pre-hearing Conference

According to BCUC, the October 21 pre-hearing conference will
consider whether the review of Sea Breeze’s Vancouver Island
Cable application should be consolidated with the proceeding to
review the BCTC Vancouver Island Transmission Reinforcement
application, and what changes would result to the existing
schedule for hearings on
VITR. If the decision is
against consolidating the
hearings, then BCUC will set a
hearing process to consider
the Sea Breeze application. 0

LANCE VAESEN ROOFING
1184 SUMMIT AVE, VICTORIA

STANDING SEAM METAL ROOFING
FO R W ATER COLLECTION SYSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE, SHAKE & SHINGLE

250-381-2157

CELL 250-361-5028

FAX 250-383-2198
maplehomes_IT_1

7/26/05 2:06 PM Page 1
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 21 Years

An easy way to build
your family cottage.

Live Your Dream

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING
Heron

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:

(250) 386-7643

THE LINWOOD
ADVANTAGE

Eaglecrest

Call us today if you want
to build next Spring.

CUSTOM DESIGN
HIGH QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS
FULL WARRANTY PROGRAM
WORLDWIDE SHIPPING EXPERTISE
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT

1.888.546.9663

www.linwoodhomes.com
NEW PLAN BOOK NOW AVAILABLE

– Over 100 full colour designs –

1.866.466.3535 • www.maplehomes.com
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Salt Spring art centre
receives grant money

The Islands Art Centre Society on Salt Spring has been awarded a
$3,087 grant from Arts Now. Arts Now, under the umbrella of the
non-profit group 2010 Legacies Now, is working to strengthen,
enhance and showcase British Columbia’s artistic and cultural
community leading up to 2010 Olympics and beyond.
The funding is part of an investment of close to $800,000 to
69 organizations in 23 communities across the province,
bringing the overall total investments from Arts Now to $1.5
million in 42 communities to help increase capacity in the arts
and further engage British Columbians in cultural activities.
Two deadlines for the next round of applications are January
16 and January 31. 0
STRIKE from page 2
Before going any further I would like to make it clear that the
vast majority of teachers would prefer to be in their classrooms
teaching students. Too bad the leaders of their union don’t look
for solutions rather than confrontation, and too bad the
government doesn’t do the same. How often must we repeat the
same mistakes before we look for a solution?
The last word goes to Geoff Johnson who wrote in his
column on Sunday, ‘Those acting childishly on both sides,
having abandoned their responsibilities to us and our children,
need to be taken aside by their mothers and sent to a room until
they begin to act like grownups and talk some sense.’ Amen. 0

What We Learned From the CBC Lockout ~ Patrick Brown
1. CBC management doesn’t care whether or not Canadians
have CBC radio or TV until the possibility arises that we might
be forced to watch Hockey Night in Canada without Don Cherry.
2. The government shrugged off responsibility for the
provision of public broadcasting, claiming that the CBC was an
independent crown corporation. Politicians of all stripes avoided
the issue until it turned out that they were receiving no news
coverage, which made it appear that they were irrelevant.
3. On management’s version of the morning radio program,
content was what we read in yesterday’s newspaper, the weather
always started in Winnipeg, and music was anything played by a
Canadian who has mastered one chord on a guitar.
4. The CBC has now been underfunded by the government
for so long that management thinks of employees only in terms
of what they cost, TV programming only in terms of its
advertising revenue, and the audience only in terms of numbers,
if at all. Filling air time has become more important than quality
content.
5. Management felt that they were more important than the
CBC mandate, more important than the continuation of the
service, and certainly more important than the viewers and
listeners. However, the CEO, Robert Rabinovitch, was virtually
invisible during the lockout. We trust he was not on vacation.
6. Despite the fact that a majority of Canadians said that they
didn’t miss the CBC, management lost the public relations
battle. CBC employees proved adept in utilizing other media,
particularly the internet, in getting their message out.
7. Management’s major objective in negotiations was to

obtain unlimited power to employ temporary and contract staff
in the major creative categories. The result of the negotiations
was a firm cap on the number of contract staff that could be
employed, increased benefits for contract staff, and the right of
contract staff to become permanent staff after a certain time on
contract. Plus moderate but steady wage increases, and a $1000
signing bonus. Management termed it a compromise.
8. In implementing the lockout, CBC management were
clearly prepared to abandon the mandate and risk their listener
and viewer base (particularly in August), betting that the union
would capitulate quickly. The union did not, and in fact proved
unexpectedly steadfast.
9. CBC management pretended to carry on a news service.
They proved completely inept, throwing Canadians on the
tender mercies of the BBC, the commercial networks, and the US
networks. It is now quite apparent why Canada needs a
competent publicly funded news service.
10. The only bright spot was that CBC management filled air
time on both radio and TV with repeated programs (well worth
hearing again). However this put locked-out employees in the
bizarre position of being forced to substitute for themselves.
11. Without the CBC, Canadian arts and cultural events were
rendered invisible to the public.
12. The CBC is vital to the Canadian identity. It needs
adequate funding, a devotion to its national mandate, and a
management commitment to quality. Clearly, it has a loyal and
committed workforce. It does not need ‘repurposing’ - it needs to
do what it is supposed to do . . . and better. 0
MOUNT ERSKINE from page 6
vice president for the BC Region of the Nature Conservancy of
Canada. ‘Mount Erskine is an important piece of the Gulf
Islands’ natural heritage.’
Under the purchase agreement, BC Parks will manage the
property on behalf of the partners. Mount Erskine will be
designated a Class A provincial park in 2006. 0
FERRY FARES from page 1
Southern Islands return fare increases are: Swartz–Outer Gulf
Islands, vehicle 95¢, passenger 30¢; Swartz–Fulford and
Crofton–Vesuvius, vehicles 85¢, passenger 30¢.

Another Fuel Surcharge Looming

BC Ferries is also preparing an application to the BC Ferry
Commissioner for yet another fuel surcharge. This application
is expected to be made in the next two to three weeks.
The BC Ferry Commissioner has up to 60 days to review the
company’s application before issuing his final decision. Last
spring, he granted only half the increase that was requested,
saying that the ferry company should absorb part of the
additional fuel cost. BC Ferries, who had earlier committed to
withdraw this November’s increase if they were granted the full
fuel surcharge, subsequently confirmed that this November’s
increase would go ahead as usual. 0

While she’s growing,
we might want to think
about reducing.

Conservation

will play a big role in our province’s energy future. If each of us continues

to use more electricity every year, our environment will suffer as our province grows. We believe
that a permanent and dramatic reduction in energy use is not only possible, it is essential.
Our goal is to help you find ways to reduce consumption at home by 20% – and even more at
work. Accomplishing this goal will reduce the need for new generating sources and make a huge
contribution to protecting our environment. It will also help keep our electricity

reliable and

low cost, for years to come. In fact, energy conservation is the cornerstone of our plan to meet
B.C.’s future electricity needs. There are literally dozens of ways you can be Power Smart. Find out
more at bchydro.com.

for generations

SATURNA from page 3
from the house and take their time doing it and they did:
wainscotting, door appliances, electrical fixtures, windows etc.
Frank joined Chuck on Saturna after he finished serving with
the Canadian Merchant Marine and a shipping company.
Chuck, who drove a 1938 Chevy coupe with a trailer for
collecting building supplies, died in 1985.
The brothers were very frugal and shrewd with money and
had a great make-do ethic. Chuck used a dark green garbage bag
with a slit for the neck for rain and Frank kept his woolen coat
together with a collection of safety pins. While their day-to-day
attire was casual, Frank Lougheed, on special occasions could be
very well turned-out. Mr Loughheed was of the old school of
manners, and doffed his cap graciously to women and always
had a respectful salutary comment to make before beginning a
conversation. He always said, ‘Good Morning Mrs Guy, lovely/a
wee bit wet/glorious day, today, wouldn’t you say? And we
would continue on from there.
You might think Mr Loughheed had a certain old-fashioned
pattern to his life. But you would be wrong. He had twinkling
blue eyes and a flashing glint from a diamond on his front tooth.
Graeme Bregani told me about how this diamond came to be.
Graeme’s wife, Barb, worked for Custom Gold, a wholesale
jeweler in Vancouver. They told her that they had a customer on
Saturna Island and Barb looked him up. Frank wanted to buy a
diamond at wholesale prices of just this precise diameter. Barb
found him two and didn’t hear much about it. Mr Loughheed
had a self-effacing way of covering his mouth sometimes. One
day Barb and Graeme went to visit him and he had a huge grin
that featured the diamond! Mr Loughheed had sent his dentures
into Sidney and directed his dentist to install this diamond,
please. The dentist sent the project on to a jeweler and Frank
forever after flashed his famous grin! Barb was delighted at such
a lighthearted use of diamonds!
Frank married a Korean woman who lived in Japan and he
visited her regularly when his Chinese shipping boat went to
Japan. He spoke Japanese. His wife came to visit him once on
Saturna.
He was well read, firm in his convictions, and had some novel
opinions. He had a good sense of humour. He had very little use
for bureaucracy and had some interesting signage on his
property to this end.
Frank is the last of his generation, survived by grandnieces
and grandnephews. He also has a goddaughter. Mr Lougheed
was well cared for in his community. He wanted to stay at home
and he did until quite near the end of his life. The Saturna Lions
bought him an electric cart to get around in, he had regular
homecare from dedicated public nurses and Meals on Wheels,
and the friendship of people like Gary Mercer. Mr Lougheed will
be missed—he was very kind and led an interesting life. And it
seems Saturna was a perfect fit for him! 0
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Arachnidae ~ Christa Grace-Warrick

eally the spiders are getting a bit much. I know I'm
supposed to like spiders and how insect-free they keep
us and I do rescue spiders from the bathtub but the other
morning a wolf spider fell from the ceiling and landed on my
head with a discernible thud while I was reading in bed. It
scampered off across the bed clothes. If this had happened to me
when I was a young woman I would have been gibbering in a
corner, as it was I merely gave a small shudder and went back to
the good bit in my book. I was careful not to relate this incident
to my daughter, or son-in-law come to that, when they visited
soon after. However it did harden my heart.
I'm so tired of seeing piles of desiccated sow bug corpses and
miscellaneous body parts of other insects at every angle between
surfaces. And did you know that spiders poop—sort of insect
version of bird droppings? I can't imagine why I thought they
didn’t, plain ignorance I should think. Beneath each spider's lair
is a tiny pile of guano.
I simply can’t keep up with the cobwebs. There are swags of
them hanging between the track lights and the beams. Every
doorway is decorated in its upper corners with a matching
triangular pair, rather like the filigree wrought iron-work that
decorates houses in Western Australia. The pitched ceiling is
festooned. We took off the skylights a month ago to finish the
trim (I’ve only been getting-a-round-to-it for eight years!); the
new lightwells are already crisscrossed with webs.
My theory about spiderwebs is that by the time they become
cobwebs and come to our attention they are dusty and obsolete
and so removing them is no crime. Anyway I feel like challenging
those architectural insects to practice their art; cobwebs are a far
cry from those iridescent discs hung between branches.
Summer seems to be spiders’ prolific time, especially for nest
building. I can’t imagine how many thousands of the minute
babies have been hatched and loosed upon me. I bet those
spiders pick their time; in summer you’re outdoors more and
hardly use lights at all so webs and nests don’t show up as much.
The full horror of cobwebs shows up in darkening October.
I’m beginning to feel like Miss Haversham in Great
Expectations, especially when I found a new one overnight—
from the sugar pot to the juicer. I begin to fear that I shall be
spun upon if I sit too long over dinner. I almost duck when I
come in the door from the studio.
Instead of lying in bed in the morning contemplating logs and
beams and roof pitch (mine’s about the angle of the snowsheds
in the Rogers Pass and I think about far-off mountains and wild
weather), I find myself scheming how and when I will climb high
enough to remove the webs.
For twenty-five years I had a vacuum cleaner that would
happily lock into place on the little flap-out shelf at the top of my

stepladder and up I would hoist it and get cracking. Last year I got
a brand new bigger one with lots of suck. It had no head for
heights. On the first go at the skylights it plunged off the ladder into
the abyss and broke off one of its little wheelies on impact—was I
ticked off. This has made the whole cobweb vendetta more fraught.

Getting A Round To-it

Well, I began my dewebbing early this morning. I have company
coming from Alberta next week and, while I don’t think they will
love me less, festooned, I do feel it’s an extra motivation to be
taken advantage of, and I really don’t want to be judged by the
length of my cobwebs.
There’s nothing like company coming to bring on a cleaning
fit. Though my Mother was a very sociable person, she always
found guests a bit of a burden. She was a hopeless housekeeper
and I, the eldest daughter, had to fill the void. We might have
guests for Sunday lunch but it wasn’t until Saturday when I was
home from school, or job, that my mother would plan the
cleaning campaign or ‘clearing up’ as she called it.
Of course I must tell that there were a large number of
younger children to create and recreate the degree of disorder we
lived in and always a cow and other livestock; even when my
stepfather, then a plastics engineer, worked in London. (He
commuted insane distances so that we could live in a
seventeenth century farmhouse in the wilds of
Buckinghamshire.)
In fact the recurrence of disorder was the reason for the
delaying of the cleaning. Often we would start on Sunday
morning in great haste while the roast was in the oven. The
pressure and tempo would build as the succulent odours from
the oven increased. My mother was as good a cook as I was a
housecleaner.
Our rationale was sorting, dusting and vacuuming of living
areas first. Given the time frame, bedroom doors were merely
firmly shut. In fact the sound of doors being gently closed is
associated in my mind with day guests. And woe-be-tide any
child who left a bedroom door open once the guests had arrived.
Bathrooms were done as late as possible as they would surely
be undone by the youngsters. The kitchen floor was usually
washed right after the mashing of the potatoes, one of my
specialities, and concurrently with the making of the gravy which
led to some fancy footwork.
On the stairs we had bright rust-red cord carpeting, a
decorating mistake which showed every piece of lint. On one
particularly fraught Sunday morning my Mother and I were
having a running logistics council, and as I dashed away she
added, ‘And don’t do the stairs till you can see the whites of their
eyes.’ I turned, looked her in the eye and we broke into laughter.

Dewebbing

Don’t expect to complete the house at one go. Think of this as
an entirely different chore from regular house cleaning; the
cobwebs will by their nature not be in the traffic patterns, so
you can do a little at a time. Assume a Zen frame of mind in
which you don’t care if you never get finished, you’re just here
for the experience. Leave the vacuum cleaner and ladder and
brush standing about—out of traffic patterns at night
naturally. As the urge to get that long trailer comes over you on
your way to the bathroom, turn urge into actualization.
Begin at the ceiling and work down wherever possible.
Unless you live with exceptionally smooth walls you cannot
remove cobwebs with a cloth, broom, whisk brush, or even a
nylon bristled handbrush. Nothing but a pure bristle
handbrush (a wooden handle adds to the aesthetic) or the
crevice tool of your vacuum will suffice. Anything else merely
smears the web into an ugly trail across wall or ceiling, light if
you have a dark wall, dark if you have a light wall; rather like
clouds by day, and clouds by night. The amount of sticky left
on the threads ensured that the resulting smear can only then
be removed by picking it off with your fingernails.
Attempt to flick or suck your web off cleanly. The advantage
of the crevice tool is that the removed web will not then be
twisted around the head of the brush, and in narrow spaces it’s
the only way to go. However the weight of the vacuum cleaner
may make you choose the bristle brush for upper walls and large
areas.
Excerpted from Christa’s Almanac of Expedient Country Housekeeping

One of the countless good laughs I had with my Mother.
In fact that priceless remark has probably been the basis of
my entire career in event management. The Sunday morning
sessions were certainly where I taught myself logistics, timing,
organization and working to deadlines—I had to in sheer selfdefense.
Amazingly enough I actually like cleaning my house. I’m
good at it and it looks so beautiful when it’s done. I never do it to
a deadline though and I like to have plenty of time so I can sit and
just look at it afterwards.
I seldom have time to clean in the years since the advent of
Island Tides, which is frustrating. In fact someone asked me
recently what I would do if I didn’t have the newspaper and I
found myself saying, ‘I’d clean my house for two weeks straight.’
P.S. Helen Allison tells me she has a long-handled thingy for
cobwebs from the Fuller brush man which works well. I’m going
over to have a look at it. 0
Editor’s Note: This article was first published in Island Tides
September 22, 1994. In honour of Hallowe’en, we dusted it off.
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There is no such thing as a small investment. Only small returns. It’s what you do with your money that matters.
For a limited time, we’re offering very special rates on selected term deposits offering you choice, flexibility and
security*. They’re the right tools to maximize return on your investment dollars. Let us build a solid investment
plan that’s right for you today and tomorrow.
If your money is looking for a place to grow, it’s good to be here.
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Safety tips for candle
season

A Speech On Global Warming: Guess Who and Guess When?
(answers at the bottom)

Candles were the hot topic for this year’s Fire Prevention Week,
just past. The National Fire Protection Association’s (NFPA)
theme is ‘Use Candles with Care: When you go out, blow out!’
People are cautioned to stay awake and in the room when
candles are being burned. Eleven percent of the home candle
fires start after someone falls asleep. Forty-one percent of home
candle fires start in the bedroom, resulting in a quarter of
associated fire deaths.
The NFPA also advises that in a power outage, it is safer to
use flashlights or other light sources generated by batteries.
Never use a candle for light when checking pilot lights or fuelling
equipment such as kerosene heater or lantern, as the flame
could ignite flammable vapours.
December has almost twice the number of home candle fires
of an average month. So, as the candle season approaches, here
are some candle tips from www.firepreventionweek.org.
• Always stay in the room where candles are being burned. •
Keep lit candles at least one foot away from curtains, mattresses
and anything that can burn. • Keep candles, matches and lighters
away from children. • Use sturdy candle holders that won’t tip or
burn. • Burn candles on sturdy, uncluttered surfaces. • Trim
candle wicks to one-quarter inch before lighting. • When lighting
candles, keep your hair and clothing away from the flame. •
Extinguish candles when they burn to within two inches of their
holder. • The best way to extinguish candles is with a snuffer,
which prevents burns from hot wax or the flame. 0
LETTERS from page 4
her home despite a gaping hole in the roof. We patched the roof
and gave her food and water. Supplies were delivered to the
Houma Indians, who had received no help (not even a visit) from
the Red Cross or FEMA. A roof was put on their Cultural Center in
Golden Meadows and a generator was provided to keep a year’s
supply of seafood from spoiling in the sun. A man in Lefitte was
found sitting on his porch, the house surrounded by four feet of
water. A canoe-load of supplies was paddled to his doorstep by two
of our volunteers. New Orleans evacuees joined our efforts. They
served as our guides, leading us through now decimated
communities and taking us to the areas of greatest need.
The harsh truth that I must report to you is that the federal
government and Red Cross relief efforts are still a disorganized,
embarrassing mess with little or no help reaching most people—
this more than a month after Katrina. It is the freelance guerrilla
efforts like ours that are getting through. We aren’t waiting for
approval and we aren’t stopping. Hundreds of thousands are
homeless, hungry and in need of medical attention. And the rest
of us have a responsibility to help them.
We have joined forces with Saving Our Selves Katrina, an
organization that began as a temporary coalition of pre-existing
community organizations. They are doing amazing work with

‘While the conventional, political dangers—the threat of global
annihilation, the fact of regional war—appear to be receding, we
have all recently become aware of another insidious danger. It is
as menacing in its way as those more accustomed perils with
which international diplomacy has concerned itself for
centuries. It is the prospect of irretrievable damage to the
atmosphere, to the oceans, to earth itself.
What we are now doing to the world, by degrading the land
surfaces, by polluting the waters and by adding greenhouse
gases to the air at an unprecedented rate—all this is new in the
experience of the earth. It is mankind and his activities that are
changing the environment of our planet in damaging and
dangerous ways.
The result is that change in future is likely to be more
fundamental and more widespread than anything we have known
hitherto. Change to the sea around us, change to the atmosphere
above, leading in turn to change in the world's climate, which
could alter the way we live in the most fundamental way of all. That
prospect is a new factor in human affairs. It is comparable in its
implications to the discovery of how to split the atom. Indeed, its
results could be even more far-reaching.
The evidence is there. The damage is being done. What do
we, the international community, do about it?
In some areas, the action required is primarily for individual
nations or groups of nations to take. But the problem of global
climate change is one that affects us all and action will only be
effective if it is taken at the international level. It is no good
squabbling over who is responsible or who should pay. We have
to look forward not backward, and we shall only succeed in

dealing with the problems through a vast international, cooperative effort.
The environmental challenge that confronts the whole world
demands an equivalent response from the whole world. Every
country will be affected and no one can opt out. Those countries
who are industrialised must contribute more to help those who
are not.
The work ahead will be long and exacting. We should embark
on it hopeful of success, not fearful of failure. Darwin's voyages
were among the high-points of scientific discovery. They were
undertaken at a time when men and women felt growing
confidence that we could not only understand the natural world
but we could master it, too. Today, we have learned rather more
humility and respect for the balance of nature. But another of the
beliefs of Darwin's era should help to see us through - the belief
in reason and the scientific method.
Reason is humanity's special gift. It allows us to understand the
structure of the nucleus. It enables us to explore the heavens. It
helps us to conquer disease. Now we must use our reason to find a
way in which we can live with nature, and not dominate nature.
We need our reason to teach us today that we are not—that
we must not try to be—the lords of all we survey.
We are not the lords, we are the Lord's creatures, the trustees
of this planet, charged today with preserving life itself—
preserving life with all its mystery and all its wonder.
May we all be equal to that task.’

volunteers and believe that concrete aid from community
church-based organizations must fill the gaps when the
government fails us. They have become, with your help, a bright
light offering immediate relief to the families who have lost
everything.
Michael Moore, Michigan

population of the world, and besides it leaves one’s sword arm
free to defend!
The roundabout is the next British tradition to come under
fire. These are commonplace in the UK and the rest of the world,
but are almost unheard of in North America. They are simple to
use and allow for a free flow of traffic, although I admit they can
be a bit daunting to the inexperienced. It is a simple system
where those going round the roundabout have right of way, well
it is simple to us but then we (or some of us at least) understand
the rules of cricket! I only came across one roundabout in
Canada, in Stanley Park, and, even with the rules posted, still
found that other drivers did not follow them!
In Canada, your alternative to the roundabout seems to be
the dreaded ‘4-Way Stop.’ What is that all about! You pull up to
a busy junction only to find that everyone has stopped and is
looking around to work out who got there first. To us, it seems to
be survival of the boldest, or in some cases the one with the
biggest car. Either everyone sits there waiting for everyone else
or everyone goes at the same time. That said, it is testament to
your patience that each junction does not become a kind of
roundabout around a pile of wrecked cars—it would do if we had
such things in the UK!
Your writer also states that he felt he got herded off the
motorway by a huge truck. First of all I would like to point out
that this was a lorry (we do not have trucks, except on trains) and
ask if he has seen any of the trucks in your area lately. I
appreciate that the drivers in Canada do give other road users
more space, but then there is a lot of it; our tiny lorries would fit
on, if not inside, your trucks. Trucks overtaking other vehicles is
another strange thing to us as here they are limited to 80km/h
and have to keep to the speed limits.
At least on our motorways most drivers keep to their lane and
signal if they intend to manoeuvre. In Vancouver the local sport
seems to be the freeway slalom where cars switch lanes
repeatedly to pass cars on either side. This is done at great speed
compared to the speed limits. The aim seems to be to come as
close to other vehicles as possible without hitting them. Where
anyone does indicate, turn signals on cars are impossible to see
because they are red and part of the brake lights (braking can
also be difficult to see due to this).

Back From Wigan Pier

Dear Editor:
I was holidaying in your area when I picked up a copy of the
September 8 issue of Island Tides. On flicking through the pages
I came across the article entitled ‘ The New Road to Wigan Pier.’
Being from London and having experienced the driving in your
area and particularly Vancouver, I feel that I have to reply in
defense of British roads and driving. I hope this is not taken too
seriously as I only write it to point out that it is as difficult for us
in Canada as it is for you over here.
Your correspondent starts by mentioning that it takes all his
concentration to drive on the same side as the Romans. This we
understand as we have the same trouble driving on the ‘wrong’
side of the road when we arrive in your land. Anyway the
Romans were a very successful race and whatever was good
enough for them is good enough for us, and over half the

Sea Breeze Pacific Regional Transmission System Inc. ("Sea Breeze"))
Application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity ("CPCN")
Vancouver Island Cable Project ("VIC")
NOTICE OF APPLICATION and PRE-HEARING CONFERENCE
Date:
Time:
Location:

Friday October 21, 2005
9:00 a.m.
rd
3 Floor Hearing Room, 855 Homer Street, Vancouver, B.C.

THE VIC APPLICATION
By Application dated September 30, 2005, Sea Breeze requests a CPCN for the VIC Project. Sea Breeze proposes to construct a
High Voltage Direct Current Light® transmission system between Vancouver Island and the Lower Mainland that it estimates
will cost $302 million and be in service by March 2008.
Sea Breeze requests that the Commission confirm the consolidation of its VIC Application with the proceeding that the
Commission has established to review the British Columbia Transmission Corporation ("BCTC") Vancouver Island Transmission
Reinforcement Project ("VITR").
THE REGULATORY PROCESS
The Commission has scheduled a Pre-Hearing Conference regarding the review of the BCTC VITR Application on Friday,
October 21, 2005. At the Pre-Hearing Conference, the Commission will also hear submissions on the regulatory process for
review of the Sea Breeze VIC Application.
Following the Pre-Hearing Conference, the Commission will issue a further procedural Order and Regulatory Timetable to
registered parties.
PUBLIC INSPECTION OF THE DOCUMENTS
The Application and supporting material will be made available for inspection at the Sea Breeze Head Office at Suite 1400,
333 Seymour Street, Vancouver, B.C., V6B 5A6, and the British Columbia Utilities Commission office: Sixth Floor, 900 Howe
Street, Vancouver, B.C., V6Z 2N3.
The Application will be available for viewing on the Commission's website at www.bcuc.com.

WHEN: November 8, 1989 (at the UN).
WHO: British Prime Minister, Margaret Thatcher.0

LETTERS, please turn to facing page

CHILD WORK from page 7
Age Convention. It states that the minimum work age should
not be less than 15 years.
We hope these results will prompt the government to
reconsider its approach, and go back to the drawing board. The
risks of continuing with the current system are simply too great.

Stephen McBride is a professor of Political Science at Simon
Fraser University and the lead author of ‘Child and Youth
Employment Standards: The Experience of Young Workers
Under BC’s New Policy Regime,’ published by the Canadian
Centre for Policy Alternatives. The full study is available free at
http://www.policyalternatives.ca. 0

INTERVENTIONS
Persons who expect to actively participate in the Sea Breeze proceeding should register as Intervenors with the Commission,
in writing, by Tuesday, October 18, 2005, identifying their interest in the VIC Application and indicating whether they plan to
attend the Pre-Hearing Conference. Intervenors should identify the issues that they intend to pursue and the nature and
extent of their anticipated involvement in the review process. Intervenors will each receive a copy of the VIC Application and
all correspondence and filed documentation and should provide an e mail address if available.
Persons not expecting to actively participate, but who have an interest in the proceeding should register as Interested Parties
with the Commission, in writing, by Tuesday, October 18, 2005, identifying their interest in the Application and indicating
whether they plan to attend the Pre-Hearing Conference. Interested Parties will receive a copy of the Executive Summary in
the Application, and all Orders and Decisions issued.
FURTHER INFORMATION
For further information, please contact Mr. Robert J. Pellatt, Commission Secretary, or Mr. Brian Williston, Director, Engineering
and Commodity Markets, as follows:
Telephone: (604) 660-4700
Facsimile: (604) 660-1102

E-Mail: Commission.Secretary@bcuc.com
Telephone: (B.C.Toll Free) 1-800-663-1385

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Farm
• Homeowners
• Commercial
• Bed & Breakfasts
Salt Spring Island: #1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road
Doug Guedes • 1-250-537-5527
Sidney: A2 - 9769 Fifth Street
Jason McCutcheon • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
Brentwood Bay: 7178 W. Saanich Rd
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd.
Saanichton: #2-7855 East Saanich Road
Dan Olive • 1-800-663-0807

www.seafirstinsurance.com

autoplan
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AUTOMOTIVE

SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

TRANSMISSION SERVICE
4Road test by qualified
technician
4Cleanand inspect
transmission pan
440-point driveline
safety check

only

.95
39
for cars

$

*

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)
* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

GSA Auto Sales

SIDNEYCARS.COM

Quality Used
Cars & Trucks
Buy/Rent/Lease

Monthly
Rentals
from $525.
Mention this ad and
get an additional
10% off.
We will pick you up
from Ferries and Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788

Parts car. 1981 Volvo 245DL. Wellmaintained, running, bodywork
poor, insured. Best offer 250-6293660

HEALTH

Traditional Chinese Medicine

Acupuncture

Used by people for
over 3000 years and
recognized by the
World Health
Organization as a safe,
effective, drug-free
therapy for many
common health problems.

Trevor Erikson, R.Ac
Registered Acupuncturist
For an appointment call the
Pender Island Health Centre:

629-3322

Waterworks

HOME & PROPERTY

Bulk Water Delivery Ltd

3000g Drinking Water
CRD Health Approved

Tank filling, Cleaning,
Sales, Rentals

250-474-7912

FOR SALE

Tanks for Islands:
Plastic /
Fiberglass / Steel Cisterns ( Tanks )
Septic tanks / Treatment systems /
Complete packages. Call Andy@
250-539-3056 or Peter @ 604-3095332,www.cleanwaterindustries.com,
email: alltanks@shaw.ca

MARINE

ISLAND
MARINE

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: imarinec@telus.net

www.islandmarine.ca

www.flynn.ca

Specializing in…

PVC Deck Membranes
& Aluminum Railings
for Sundecks, Garage
Decks and Roofdecks.
C A LL D A VE W O O DE
C ONT RAC T ING :

2 5 0- 53 7- 2 990 o r
1- 8 00 - 80 4- 6 28 8

Servicing the Gulf Islands
Saturna Island view property for
sale. 0.64 of an acre by the ferry
terminal.
Asking
$195,000.
Contact Jon at 604-266-5433 or
Nancy at 604-266-4027. Details at
http://www.southlandsinsurance.c
om/property/saturna.htm

www.islandtides.com

LETTERS from previous page
British roads are narrow, but so are our cars. Some of your
‘cars’ make our trucks look small. One thing in Canada is that no
road is narrower than two trucks and so passing is never a
problem. In the UK we do not have space for this, the whole
country would be blacktop, but we manage by giving way to
others and with town speed limits no greater than a fast walking
pace.
If the British do not label one-way streets it is mainly to
confuse tourists but it also confuses us. It is not true that they
have been this way for many years as it is rare to return to a town
after more than a few months and find the street layout the
same. All this keeps town planners in work, I suppose. I think in
some places the lack of signs is a throw-back to the war when
signs were removed to confuse any invading Germans—one day
we’ll get round to putting them back.
I cannot say that signs in Canada are clear, it is particularly
confusing at junctions when the road name you see above your
road is that of the crossing road not the one you are on. All that
said, we did manage to cover over 5,000 km in two weeks and
did not get too lost.
I admit that the British park cars anywhere but that is
because we do not have the space for huge parking lots all over
the place. Even if we did they would cost a fortune to use so we
would still park on the streets. At our prices, we cannot afford
petrol and to pay to park. To us the parking regulations and signs
in Canada are equally confusing, I’m never sure of the rules. In
the end I find a parking lot and walk. (At least in Canada you can
walk without being looked upon as strange, which seems to be
the case in the US!)
I do sympathize with John Carlton that he found himself in
Wigan. I went there once and I think it was shut! However the
pier is there somewhere, albeit only a few feet long as it is on the
canal (Wigan being many miles from the sea). I also sympathize
with Carlton’s problem with the Welsh names that cannot be
read or pronounced by anyone (except the Welsh), at least not
without showering everything in spit. We find a similar problem
with some of your Aboriginal names though.
Finally I would like to point out that Carlton obviously visited
northern England which is by far the quieter and more
courteous. The further north you go the quieter it becomes.
I hope before he visits London, (which is well worth it by the
way) he gets in some more practice on roundabouts and in traffic.
Can I suggest the bumper cars or dodgems at the fair? As we say,
he ain’t seen nothing yet! We also have the world’s largest
roundabout in the form of the M25 that forms a motorway ring
around London. Even I, a London driver, try to avoid that and I
also avoid driving into Central London, I can’t afford to park there!
Best Wishes from London, and despite my comments I had a
great holiday in British Columbia and I am sure we will return
soon.
Andrew Lidinson, Norwood, London
Ed’s Note: John Carlton, writer of the ‘New Road To Wigan
Pier’ is in fact an Australian, longtime resident of Canada with
some experience of the right-hand-side of the road, though this

1-877-652-0599

Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

CALL FOR ENTRY REAL ESTATE
The Comox Valley Art Gallery is
accepting submissions for the 31st
Juried Christmas Craft Fair, Nov. 12
- Dec. 31. 580 Duncan Ave, Ste 100,
Courtenay. 250-338-6211, fax 250or
e-mail
338-6287,
shop@comoxvalleyartgallery.com.

FORMERLY ARMOUR ROOFING

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252 or
250-478-6937

WANTED

WANTED

Quality Furniture
& Antiques

We come to you–phone for
an appointment to view.

Fandango, Sidney

250-656-6556

year was his first trip to Europe. He is currently in the ‘Great
Southern Land’ and will be encouraged to spend time driving in
Sydney in preparation for Greenwich—which he dearly longs
to visit.

More About Small Cars

Dear Editor:
To add further to Cliff Pennock’s letter regarding reducing sales
tax on cars or vehicles which have less than a 100hp, the
sentiment is admirable but perhaps not achievable now that 54%
of Canadians are driving Japanese and Asian-made vehicles.
In BC, the provincial government would also have the ability,
if not the political will, to further reward through ICBC not only
drivers with low accident records but also drivers who annually
clock up significantly less mileage than the average 20K.
The current, and only, sales tax reprieve offered by the
provincial government, a healthy rebate of sales tax on hybrid
vehicles, is a useful start.
Those of us, who, for ecological reasons, choose to drive
small-engined vehicles and drive far less than 10K annually are
deserving of financial recompense.
Denis Hoddinott, Salt Spring Island

School Board Trustee Elections

Dear Editor:
The elections in November also determine the School Board
trustees. These trustees earn from $10,000 to $12,000 a year,
which is far more than our Islands Trust trustees.
School Board trustees are responsible for the education and
safety of our most important natural resource—young students.
In my opinion they are doing a very poor job in educating and
protecting our young people and careful selection of School Board
trustees is essential for all citizens in the November elections.
Jim Macdonald, Galiano Island

Support for ‘Yes’ Vote

Editor’s Note: The following two letters of support were
recently sent to Pender Island Agricultural and Recreational
Hall Association (PIRAHA) and forwarded to ‘Island Tides’ for
publication.
Dear Editor:
Many years ago when PIRAHA was formed there was very little
going on and the small taxes required for operations was
satisfactory. How times have changed! To get an idea of how
your hall is used, look at the hall report on pages 41, 42 and 43 of
the October Pender Post.
Originally, work for the Hall Association was all done
voluntarily, mostly by the board members. This is no longer
possible. I believe there are three part-time employees who are
not getting big pay for those jobs which have to be done to keep
any semblance of organization.
The new hall has built-in expenses and its usage is way up.
Also the costs. My first reaction upon notice of a referendum
was, ‘Oh no, another tax grab.’ I’m so glad I could contact the
Hall Association chairperson who went to great length to explain
everything.

FOR RENT

Pender Island: Lakefront House. 3
bed, 3 bath, washer/dryer,
woodstove. Fully furnished and
equipped. Just bring your clothes!
Would suit 2 couples. New dock,
use of canoe. NS/NP Available now
until May 30/06. $1000 + utilities.
250-652-5541 or amcilwraith@telus.net
for more info.
Pender Island: 3 Bedroom/ 2 Bath
Home for rent. Home is on water
front with beautiful southwest
views. $1,500 per month plus
utilities. Available Oct 1. E-mail:
whodges@westernrealtyadvisors.com
or call (208) 338-5156
Pender Island: 2-bedroom, 2-bathroom,
spacious oceanview home, W/D,
dishwasher. $800/month includes
hydro and cable TV.Available Nov 1.Call
Heather, 250-514-2350.

ISLAND EXPLORER

PROPERTY

MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230

Southern Gulf

House & Cottage Rentals
PENDER
ISLAND:
Luxury
oceanfront, furnished, 3 bedrooms,
2 bathroms– $1400 incl. Lakefront,
furnished, 3 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, available immediately
to May 31– $1000 + hydro.
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

REAL ESTATE WANTED

Wanted to purchase: oceanfront
home on a Gulf Island. Preferably
low to medium bank, cash deal.
Prepared to take immediate
possession. Phone: 604-263-7153

COURSES

TRANSPORT CANADA
APPROVED
COMMERCIAL SMALL
VESSEL OPERATOR
CERTIFICATION
COURSE NOV. 7, 8 & 9
AT POETS COVE
ON SOUTH PENDER
$499.00 PER PERSON
1-866-888-2683 OR
250-629-2111
TO REGISTER

GETAWAYS
MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

LANDSCAPING
Trevo r ’ss
Garden
M ai n te na n ce
pruning • trimming •
planting • bed work
seasonal cleanups
on Pender Island

250-629-3380
ADVERTISE!
250-629-3660

From opposition to complete support is now my position.
There is indeed a need for more money otherwise a lot of
activities and the hall use could be lost altogether.
In addition, over these many years, some things have crept
into PIRAHA’s responsibility which should probably be
examined. Let’s make changes if we have to.
As for transferring facilities to the CRD, think of all the things,
big things, on the Penders: Magic Lake Sewer, Magic Lake
Water, Pender Islands Fire Services, 911 Emergency Services,
Parks & Rec, Emergency Preparedness, Harbour Commission,
the library, etc, that probably wouldn’t exist without CRD
support–note the word support. Just like the activities above
you, the community will still operate them.
CRD will always be there to support—it is your municipal
government with a good record. Here’s another chance to use it!
Vern Roddick, Pender Island

More ‘Yes’ Support

Dear Editor:
Before the Community Hall was built, the Hall Association used
to meet at the school. The only expenses were maintenance and
repairs of the buildings at Auchterlonie Centre. While they were
not always cheap, we had the time to plan, organize and raise
funds to deal with them.
We knew we needed a Community Hall but all the attention
was focused on finding a site, raising money and erecting a
building. Nobody worried about running the completed building.
Some small communities keep their halls locked, only
opening them for special events. We never took that approach. It
was always intended that the building be open to community
groups, as well as being available for concerts and other events,
plus, of course, a home for the Fall Fair and Farmers Market.
It came as a shock to find out how much time, energy and
money it took to operate the building with just volunteers.
Someone had to keep track of hall bookings. Furniture and
equipment disappeared, reappeared and went again. Lights and
heat were left on with doors open to the great outdoors. Accidental
damage was done and groups complained about dirt and disorder.
Bills rolled in for repairs, as well as utilities and cleaning.
Buildings at Auchterlonie Centre still required painting and
repairs when there was neither money nor time.
Volunteers are happy to help out but none are prepared to do
what is at best a part-time job, at worst a full-time job. The only
solution is paid help, which is where PIRAHA went.
However, we still had to find the money. We have now
reached the stage where we can’t find the money by fundraising.
The only solution is to go on taxes. I support the board of
PIRAHA completely because I don’t believe there is any other
answer, no matter how much we would like to keep it a purely
local volunteer exercise.
Sandy Pearson (former PIRAHA board member), Pender Island0
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Pacific White-sided Dolphin ~ Robert White
t’s hard not to get emotional about
dolphins, they just seem to get such sheer
fun out of life. I know we should not get
carried away with assigning human attributes
to other species, but in some cases it is simply
unavoidable. How else can you describe so
much dolphin behaviour?
Leaping and diving
around each other in
actions
quite
divorced
from
chasing food or escaping
enemies, frolicking and cavorting
with such exuberance. That’s just having fun!
In BC’s coastal waters, the most common
dolphin is the Pacific white-sided. Seen
throughout the year in small groups, and often of
a dozen or more, their numbers tend to increase
towards fall as they presumably head in from the
open Pacific to winter in our more sheltered
waters. They feed on small fish, such as squid
and herring and are easy to spot, by their
behaviour as much as by their appearance.
Look for the small, dark, sharply-curved
dorsal fin and their brief but frequent surfacing
for air. And vigorous leaps clear of the water
will show the flash of white sides that gives
them their name. One of smaller of the toothed
whales, this is not a large animal (about 2–2.5
m and 90–140 kg) so you can easily miss them.
Whale watchers busily scanning the sea for the
immense 2m dorsal fin of the killer whale often

miss them entirely!
Up close, these dolphins are an absolute
delight. They are highly intelligent, with
curiosity to match. Boaters encounter them
frequently. Although dolphins are sometimes a
bit wary of powerboats and their noisy
engines and dangerous propellers, sail
boats will often find themselves
accompanied for up to a half hour,
for these animals are showoffs! They just love an
audience as they
cavort and frolic under, over, and alongside,
often brushing the boat’s sides. Call to them,
whistle, cheer, and they enjoy it even more.
It is an intensely personal experience to see a
dolphin in the wild, looking you in the eye at
arm’s length, squealing and squeaking to you in
response to your calls. If only we knew what they
were saying. And this is when we get to see their
handsome markings—dark beak, back, and fin
edges, contrasting white sides shading to a pale
sulphur-yellow, white undersides, and some
sharply drawn lines between. Admiration is
unavoidable. The closer we get to dolphins, the
more affinity we feel for them. Swimmers and
kayakers who encounter them often speak of a
feeling of unity, or oneness, with them which
they find difficult to explain. And myths and
fables surround dolphins, going back to the
ancient Greeks and through many cultures. They
are special, and they are here, all around us. 0

PollutionWatch names top BC polluters

Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick

Ready for Halloween! A Thanksgiving Weekend roadside
display of a home-grown pumpkin in Port Washington,
Pender Island.

Sustainable energy forum and trade show
in Victoria
The BC Sustainable Energy Association
(BCSEA) is staging a public forum and
alternative energy trade show in Victoria to
explore how to accelerate the transition to
sustainable energy in BC.
The forum to be held on November 8 at St
Ann’s Academy, will feature David Anderson,
former federal Environment Minister
instrumental in Canada’s ratification of the
Kyoto Accord. He will be joined by Denise
Savoie, city councillor and CRD director; Guy
Dauncey, author and BCSEA President; and
others.
The forum will be followed by Sustainable
Energy Now!, the exhibition and trade show,
on November 12 and 13 at University Canada

West (see ‘What’s On?’ for details). The walkthrough show will have 40 professional
displays illustrating a wide spectrum of wise
energy use concepts. There will also be a
speaker series with presentations each day on
various sustainability topics.
Both events are supported by the Pinch
Group and Climate Action Network (CANet)
Canada and are linked to the UN Climate
Change conference in Montreal (November
28–December 9, 2005).
This Montreal event will be the first UN
conference since Kyoto came into effect, 180
countries will discuss new measures to be taken
in the fight against climate warming. 0

Companies in BC emitted more than 286
million kilograms of air pollution in 2003, most
of it associated with respiratory illnesses such
as asthma and bronchitis, says a new British
Columbia pollution overview released today by
Environmental Defence and the Canadian
Environmental Law Association.
The analysis, completed using the newlyupdated website www.PollutionWatch.org, is
based on data submitted by companies to
Environment Canada for its national reporting
program—the National Pollutant Release
Inventory (NPRI).
‘This information demonstrates that both
federal and provincial pollution laws are failing
Canadians,’ said Paul Muldoon, executive
director, Canadian Environmental Law
Association. ‘These pollutants affect the health
of all Canadians. Emission reductions by
Canadian industry are desperately needed.’
In 2003, the top 12 Dirty Dozen British
Columbia Air Polluters, the majority of which are
in the pulp and paper sector, were responsible
for much of the combined air pollution in BC
says the National Pollutant Release Inventory
(NPRI). BC’s dirty dozen are: Kitimat Works
(owned by Alcan Inc.), West Stoddart Gas
Processing Plant (Canadian Natural Resources
Limited), Jedney Gas and Processing Facility
(DEGT Westcoast Gas Services Inc), Pine River
Gas Plant (Duke Energy Gas Transmission
Canada West), Prince George Pulp and Paper
Mills (Canfor), Fort Nelson Gas Plant (Duke
Energy Gas Transmission Canada West),
Cariboo Pulp and Paper Co, Kamloops Pulp
Division (Weyerhaeuser Company Limited),
Trail Operations (Teck Cominco Metals Ltd.)

and Harmac Pulp Operations.
The PollutionWatch web site also ranks
facilities and companies in British Columbia
and across Canada that are releasing and
transferring pollutants linked with cancer,
respiratory illnesses, reproductive or
developmental harm and hormone disruption,
as well as pollutants considered toxic under the
Canadian Environmental Protection Act.
The Canadian Environmental Protection
Act, Canada’s national pollution law, is set to
undergo its legally-required 5-year review this
fall. Environmental Defence and the Canadian
Environmental Law Association are calling on
the federal government to take the lead in
significantly reducing pollution across Canada,
beginning with:
• virtually eliminating releases of carcinogens
to the air and water by 2008;
• ensuring that pollution prevention targets
receive significant consideration and
discussion in the upcoming CEPA review;
• increasing the number of facilities preparing
and implementing pollution prevention
plans; and
• ensuring resources are directed to enhance
and expand the NPRI program.
The PollutionWatch British Columbia fact
sheet is available on the PollutionWatch web
site at www.PollutionWatch.org. Visitors to this
web site can identify facilities in their home
towns by searching by postal code, access
‘quick lists' of the facilities reporting the largest
releases and transfers of pollutants in the
country, get trends from 1995-2003, or create
their own ranked lists of facilities by province,
industrial sector, or corporation. 0

Invest Ethically
Caring where your money is invested
can go hand in hand with good returns.

Accommodation & Attractions

Learn more at: www.pinchgroup.ca

WE WA NT TO H EAR FROM YOU !

There must be 1001 reasons why we love island life. This survey was created to find out
how we islanders feel and to gather a wide variety of responses from all the Gulf Islands.
Please complete the following sentence:

I LOV E T H E I S LA ND S B ECAU S E

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands

The Haven B&B
In Peaceful Victoria

Walk to sandy beach, close to
UVic. Organic breakfasts,
private bathrooms. $40-$60

250-598-7015

Send your response by November 1st to:
Annette Shaw, S-42, C-7, RR2 Galiano Island, BC V0N 1P0
or email: annette@gulfislands.com
A selection of results will be published anonymously (using island name only) in
the Island Tides.

(250) 405-2468

ADVERTISE!
250-629-3660

www.islandtides.com

