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Thinking Like An Archipelago - Showcasing The Salish Sea

Photo: Nettie Adams
Coast Guard hovercraft Siyay goes to the aid of sailboat Magic Lady  and powerboat Yeah Baby (not pictured) which ran aground on Boiling Reef, off East Point, Saturna Island.  The powerboat had grounded
attempting a rescue, its crew are shown boarding Siyay. Both vessels were refloated the following day by Vessel Assist Towing. A entertaining photographic account has been posted on SIMRES website:
saturnamarineresearch.ca/rescueatboilingreef.html
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A proposal to ship US Powder River Basin
coal to Asia from the Lafarge docks on
Texada Island, via Fraser Surrey Docks, is
running into fierce questioning as a clearer
picture of the implications emerges. 
The coal is thermal, the lowest and

cheapest grade of coal, used for electricity
generation; environmental regulations limit
its use within the US. (Most BC mined coal
is metallurgical, used for steel production.) 
New shipping facilities on the United

States west coast met plan-stopping
opposition in Oregon and Washington
States. So shippers are becoming more
ingenious in finding ways to get their coal to
Asia; the Surrey Fraser Docks/Texada coal
port proposal is one of these. Coal would be
hauled across the border on the Burlington
Northern/Santa Fe Railway, through White
Rock and Surrey, transferred to barges at
the Fraser Surrey Docks, towed down the
Fraser and up the Strait to Texada Island,
piled up on Lafarge’s Texada dock, and
eventually loaded on ships bound for Asia.
In response to Canadian opposition, Jeff

Scott, CEO of Fraser Surrey Docks, says

Fraser Surrey Docks (FSD) has eliminated
the stockpiling of coal on its site, and will
respray the coal on the trains before they
cross the border into Canada, and will add a
‘suppression and binding agent’ to the coal
on the barges before they leave FSD for
Texada Island. 

Opposition Building
Nonetheless, opposition to the FSD
proposal is growing. A new Surrey group,
Communities and Coal, has organized a
10,000 signature petition. Voters Taking
Action on Climate Change (VTACC) is
lobbying for a federal environmental
assessment on the entire scheme.  Together
with Ecojustice, VTACC have written to the
Vancouver Fraser Port Authority (recently
rebranded as Port Metro Vancouver)
outlining flaws in the authority’s
Environmental Impact Assessment of FSD. 
More opposition comes from the

Canadian Association of Physicians for the
Environment, who are opposed to ‘the
entire coal production cycle’; White Rock

We’re not prepared for a significant oil spill. That’s
the conclusion of a three-volume report produced
for the BC Provincial Government. And we’re a
long way from the ‘World Class’ planned spill
response target described by BC Premier Christy
Clark.
It’s a good report, but it’s just a start. Prepared

by Nuka Research and Planning Group of
Massachusetts and Alaska, it comes in three
substantial sections. The first describes how our
spill response works now.
The second counts all the ships in north-coast

and south-coast waters during 2011 and 2012,
and then projects shipping traffic for the next ten
years. It then looks at how much oil these vessels
carry, for fuel and as cargo, in order to estimate
what is the potential for an accidental spill. 
This isn’t a risk analysis, though, because it

doesn’t estimate the chances of an accident. But
it does provide the basis for a ‘worst case’ scenario.
The third volume presents a vision of a ‘world

class’ spill response system, and describes what we
would have to do to get there.
Virtually the entire report is based on the use

of  booms and ‘skimmers’, the current technology
that assumes spilled oil will float on the surface of

the water and can be enclosed by a floating
‘boom’, and recovered by a device that will skim
it off the surface and collect it for later disposal. 
The practicality of this depends on finding the

oil spill (not so easy at night, or in fog); having the
right kind of skimmer available (different designs
work best in different wave heights); getting that
skimmer to the spill promptly before winds,
waves, and tides disperse it, or before it washes
up on the shore; and working fast enough to
capture a substantial proportion of the spilled oil
before it becomes too scattered or it gets too dark
to work.
Essentially, this technology is designed for

sheltered waters, light winds, and low velocity
currents. Vancouver Harbour may fit that
description, but much of the time it cannot be
applied to the north coast (Dixon Entrance,
Hecate Strait, Douglas Channel, Wright Sound,
etc) or even the more placid waters of Boundary
Pass, and Haro and Juan de Fuca Straits.
In Dixon Entrance, for example, the

consultants estimate that rough water would
make cleanup impossible 45% of the time, and
68% in fall and winter. 

Growing opposition  to coal export schemes
Patrick Brown

COAL OPPOSITION, please turn to page 2

Spill Report by Patrick Brown

A long way from ‘world class’

OIL SPILL, please turn to page 6

Centre Section
‘Disappearing

Bees‘
courtesy of

Wilderness
Committee
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Day        Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m. Day        Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m.

23
WE

0054
0903
1427
1807

2.6
10.5
8.5
9.2

0.8
3.2
2.6
2.8

24
THU

0134
0954
1549
1836

3.0
10.5
8.5
8.9

0.9
3.2
2.6
2.7

25
FR

0216
1042
1724
1913

3.3
10.5
8.2
8.2

1.0
3.2
2.5
2.5

26
SA

0302
1127
1839
2025

3.9
10.5
7.5
7.9

1.2
3.2
2.3
2.4

27
SU

0354
1207
1917
2222

4.6
10.5
7.2
7.5

1.4
3.2
2.2
2.3

28
MO

0453
1242
1944

4.9
10.2
6.6

1.5
3.1
2.0

29
TU

0019
0558
1314
2008

7.5
5.6

10.2
5.6

2.3
1.7
3.1
1.7

30
WE

0149
0659
1343
2033

7.9
5.9

10.2
4.9

2.4
1.8
3.1
1.5

31
TH

0257
0754
1409
2058

8.5
6.6

10.2
3.9

2.6
2.0
3.1
1.2

1
FR

0353
0842
1443
2127

9.2
6.9

10.2
3.3

2.8
2.1
3.1
1.0

2
SA

0443
0928
1500
2159

9.8
7.5

10.5
2.3

3.0
2.3
3.2
0.7

3
SU

0532
1013
1528
2234

10.5
7.9

10.5
1.6

3.2
2.4
3.2
0.5

4
MO

0621
1101
1559 
2314

10.8
8.5

10.5
1.0

3.3
2.6
3.2
0.3

5
TU

0712
1153
1635
2358

11.2
8.9

10.5
1.0

3.4
2.7
3.2
0.3

6
WE

0804
1255
1715

11.2
8.9

10.2
3.4
2.7
3.1

7
THU

0045
0857
1411
1802

1.0
11.5
8.9
9.8

0.3
3.5
2.7
3.0

FULL MOON: SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 7:16AM 
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS AT 2AM NOVEMBER 3

AT FULFORD HARBOUR

Durable dock systems for
exposed locations

Ross Walker 
250-537-9710

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca 
www.islandmarine.caOn Time & On Budget

Tide Table Courtesy of

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER

POINT ATKINSON
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER

Day        Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m. Day        Time        Ht./ft.

23
WE

0138
0900
1442
1906

3.9
14.4
10.5
12.5

1.2
4.4
3.2
3.8

24
THU

0216
1951
1549
1942

4.3
14.4
10.5
11.8

1.3
4.4
3.2
3.6

25
FR

0256
1042
1709
2030

4.9
14.1
10.5
11.2

1.5
4.3
3.2
3.4

26
SA

0341
1132
1825
2143

5.6
14.1
9.8

10.5

1.7
4.3
3.0
3.2

27
SU

0434
1219
1920
2329

6.2
14.1
9.2

10.2

1.9
4.3
2.8
3.1

28
MO

0536
1302
2000

7.2
13.8
8.2

2.2
4.2
2.5

29
TU

0111
0644
1339
2033

10.5
7.5

13.8
7.5

3.2
2.3
4.2
2.3

30
WE

0223
0748
1413
2105

11.5
7.9

14.1
6.6

3.5
2.4
4.3
2.0

31
TH

0319
0844
1444
2136

12.1
8.2

14.1
5.2

3.7
2.5
4.3
1.6

1
FR

0408
0933
1515
2209

13.1
8.9

14.1
4.3

4.0
2.7
4.3
1.3

2
SA

0435
1018
1547
2245

14.1
9.2

14.4
3.3

4.3
2.8
4.4
1.0

3
SU

0539
1102
1621
2323

14.8
9.5

14.4
2.3

4.5
2.9
4.4
0.7

4
MO

0625
1147
1657

15.1
10.2
14.4

4.6
3.1
4.4

5
TU

0004
0713
1236
1736

2.0
15.4
10.5
14.4

0.6
4.7
3.2
4.4

6
WE

0047
0804
1330
1820

1.6
15.7
10.5
13.8

0.5
4.8
3.2
4.2

7
THU

0132
0857
1434
1910

2.0
15.7
10.5
13.1

0.6
4.8
3.2
4.0

www.islandtides.com

Albert Chambers  1925-2013
On Sunday, October 27 between 2 and 4pm, Galiano residents

will gather to say their
farewells and share
memories of one of the
island’s beloved longtime
residents, Al Chambers. The
memorial will be held at the
North Galiano Hall, just
below the ridge where Al and
his wife Helena lived for
many years. 

Born on May 26, 1925,
Albert Chambers died in his home on September 6. He was 88,
and although frail and a bit stooped, Al was his feisty and lively
self to the very end and died as he wished, without leaving his
beloved Galiano home. Al always had a twinkle in his eye and a
frequently complicated joke or tale to tell, even about his own
birthdate—he joked that he enjoyed two birthdays, because he
was actually born on April 29 but his father somehow wrote
down the wrong information on his birth certificate.

Al was a former Belfast soccer player who continued to love
sports all his life, especially soccer of course, though he also came
to strongly appreciate North American football and hockey. One
of five children born to a father who was a shipbuilder in a
Protestant family from Northern Ireland, Al took up the same
trade, apprenticing in 1941 with Harland & Wolff Ltd,
Shipbuilders and Engineers at Queen’s Island, Belfast. His wages
for the five-year indenture as a fitter were to be six shillings a
week for the first year, rising to a princely 15 shillings a week in
the fifth and final year. On January 28, 1947, Albert Chambers
completed his formal indenture as a ship’s fitter. Among Al’s
many stories was a recounting of his father’s work for Harland
& Wolff on the great but doomed Titanic which, with its two
sister ships, was intended to usher Belfast into the prosperous
twentieth century, yet sank on its 1912 maiden voyage.

Al came to Canada soon after the Second World War to seek
greater opportunities in his trade but found it difficult to find
work in the Montreal shipyards, so he moved to Vancouver,
where he eventually found a trade in printing and selling
stationery and other office supplies. Al liked to say that one of
his favourite customers was the similarly gregarious BC
businessman Jimmy Pattison. 

It was on Vancouver’s famous Granville Street strip that Al
met his future wife, Shirley, at the Krak-A-Joke novelty store.
Al emphasized that she spoke to him first and then he invited
her to coffee at Scott’s, then a popular downtown restaurant.
And ‘that was that’, Al would conclude in telling the story.
Married on New Year's Eve, 1960, the pair celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary, both elegantly dressed in white wool &
tweeds, at Galiano’s 2010 North End New Year’s Eve party. 

They lived in North Vancouver, Ladner and eventually
moving to North Galiano, where they designed, hired builders
and worked together to create their home, surrounded by a
lovely English-style cottage garden. It was just in the last few
years, during Shirley’s many years of active involvement in
writing and Galiano politics, that Shirley decided to change her
first name to Helena, having endured as she put it ‘a perfectly
awful first name for 70 years.’ Asked how he was coping with
the enforced name-change, Al would wink and joke, ‘I make her
call me Clint.’

True to her British heritage, Helena loved the corgi breed of
dogs and had several over the years. Al or Helena could be seen
faithfully walking the last two, Justin and Katie, along Devina
Drive or taking them on longer hikes to the beach. In 1996, the
Chambers travelled to Europe, visiting France, Italy, England
and Al’s homeland in Northern Ireland. The trip was one of the
highlights of the Chambers’ retired life on Galiano. Al had little
contact with relatives in Northern Ireland, although a nephew
once visited him. He disliked the conflict over religion and
politics there, admitting he had no fondness for any form of
organized religion.

Both of the Chambers were actively involved in getting a new
community library for Galiano, and Al was a frequent visitor to
the beautiful new facility once it opened.

With Helena’s health failing during the last few years, Al
worked hard to care for her in their North Galiano home. Only
with the greatest reluctance did he finally agree he was too frail
himself for the responsibility and agreed to her move to long-
term care in Sidney. Al faithfully cared for her beloved dogs at
home on North Galiano, despite his own failing health and
agility. He even took the corgis to visit Helena in Sidney and
continued to drive his own car, triumphantly getting his driver’s
license renewed last year.

After Helena left their home, Al missed her terribly. He was,
however, fully able to indulge his passion for sports and watch
as many games on television as he chose, welcoming a visit or
chat with neighbours who shared his interest. Al had a strong
friendship with his neighbours Burt and Irene Castor, and
visited them for coffee or breakfast almost every day for the last
three-and-a-half years. Al shared tips on Knowledge Network
TV programs and movies with the Castors, and they appreciated
his love of lighthearted jokes and stories.

While Al’s heath had been failing in recent months, his
passing was sudden. On September 1, just four days earlier, Al
had enthusiastically greeted many of his North End neighbours
and close friends at the annual Spanish Hills Labour Day dock
party; smiling, hugging, talking, and joking with everyone he
saw, as he always did. It is Al’s warm personality, his
mischievous laugh and his fascinating, lengthy and funny tales
that his Galiano neighbours will miss for a very long time.
Following  his memorial, Al’s ashes will be taken to Dionisio
Point, at Galiano’s northern tip, a place Al and Helena both loved
to visit. SF
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In the
Shades -
Patrick Brown
Fifty Shades of Black: avid
readers will recognize the
derivation of the title of Arthur
Black’s latest compendium. But
the title is not a warning of the
salacious, the titillating, or even

the vicarious; just that, once more, he has been out diligently
raking up the debris of modern life, and arranging it in carefully
crafted, bite-sized pieces for random consumption.
Much of it, of course, consists of his contributions to the

island of myth and mystery on which he resides, Salt Spring.
His collection of the history and folklore of this largest and most
ferried of the Southern Gulf Islands must be at least
consequential, if not criminal.
That said, I stand convicted of the repeat offence of reviewing

it. But one should not underestimate the depth of content in
these short essays – they are a product of a brain that leaves no
tern unstoned in what must be a lifelong love of research, an
awareness of happenings. As such, it’s education, with wit.
The wit, of course, is what makes it readable. My memory is

long past repeating the points and punch lines of Arthur’s
anecdotes; his memory may be similar, which is why he has to
write them down. But he constructs them so well, that the
rhythm, the puns, the vocabulary, and the surprises give
pleasure every time. Every time, of course, because if you can’t
remember from the last time, the pleasure repeats on rereading.
I’m keeping count, of course; this must be book number

seventeen, not to mention plays, radio work, and a long-
running syndicated column—and other stuff. 
So one need not reread Arthur Black; in fact he’s rather

difficult to keep up with. He attributes this to getting up early
in the morning.
Maybe even before the first ferry.

Arthur Black: Fifty Shades of Black, Douglas & McIntyre,
$29.95. 0

Council; the New Westminster Raging Grannies; and the BC
Nurses Union, whose opposition is based on coal dust and
health concerns. CEO Scott, faced with this opposition, followed
the suggestion of Port Metro Vancouver that all the studies to
date be submitted to an independent third party for evaluation.
The ‘third party’ chosen was engineering and construction firm
SNC-Lavalin.
Fraser Not Deep Enough For Ships

FSD must load coal into barges because it cannot accommodate
fully loaded deepsea ships—the George Massey Tunnel only
allows a draft of 11.5 metres. Of course, if the tunnel is replaced
with the $3billion bridge recently announced by premier
Christy Clark, and the river dredged, then the potential for
export through Fraser Surrey Docks is considerably enhanced.
(FSD is owned by Australia’s Macquarie Group.)

Meanwhile, Back On Texada…
Dr Paul Martiquet, the Medical Health Officer for Coast
Garibaldi/Bella Bella/Bella Coola, has written to the BC
Ministry of Energy and Mines seeking a full Health Impact
Assessment of the expanded coal storage and handling area on
Texada Island. (Texada presently stores and ships coal barged
from the Quinsam mine, north of Campbell River.)
Dr Martiquet indicates the support of Dr Paul Van Buynder

(Chief Medical Health Officer, Fraser Health Authority) and Dr
Patricia Daly (Chief Medical Health Officer, Vancouver Coastal
Health Authority). 
According to the Health Authorities, the Health Impact

Assessment (HIA) should include the impacts of airborne dust,
the potential contamination of air, land, fresh water and tidal
water, diesel exhaust, excessive noise, and the effects of
increased marine traffic.
They expressed particular concern about the stormwater

management plan, saying that Lafarge ‘has a poor track record
in addressing concerns of run-off from the limestone quarry’.
It was recommended that issues of heavy metal and nitrate
pollution be resolved as a condition of expansion of the coal
storage area. They conclude that, ‘substantive community
consultation will be a critical component of the acceptability of
the outcome of the HIA’.
Meanwhile, the rural Electoral Area directors of the Powell

River Regional District voted on September 26 to support the
Lafarge proposal.  However, the City of Powell River passed a
motion on October 3rd calling for environmental and health
impact assessments of the entire FSD/Lafarge proposal for the
Strait of Georgia, including Texada and Lasqueti Islands, and
Powell River. 0

COAL OPPOSITION from page 1

Whoops!
In Elizabeth May’s October 10 article she talked of an

website  that  was  forum for discussing electoral reform.
The website is: www.truedemocracy.ca
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 � We are building an Emergency Centre not just a fire hall.
 � We listened to our emergency personnel and designed it to their needs—not wants.
 � The B.C. architect we used has designed over 40 emergency centres.
 � We are committed to using Local Suppliers and Local Trades.
 � All building material suppliers were welcome to submit proposals.
 � The building materials selected were for sustainability and affordability for 50 years.
 � We designed a building that will actually fit our equipment and our staff.
 � Search and Rescue must move; Salt Springers said yes to partnerships.
 � SSI Emergency Program (EOC) must move; Salt Springers said yes to partnerships.
 � It is cost effective to house Fire, Search & Rescue and EOC in the same building.
 � $6,250,000 Total Project Cost = a plan completed to B.C. building codes.
 � We qualify for a 20 year loan locked in at 2.5% (2014 rates).
 � This plan will cost the Average SSI Home Owner $55 a year, for 20 years.
 � Our plan was developed by you, your neighbours and your partners In protection.

Total Cost of Project
$6,250,000 
Short Term Loan @ prime (during construction) 

Other Assets:   
 $   500,000 current operations surplus
  + $   750,000 Sale of old Fire Hall # 1
  = $1,250,000 (minimum)

Long Term Loan (after construction) 
 $6,250,000
 - $1,250,000 (other assets above)

      $5,000,000 @ 2.5% for 20 years

Sustainable
Affordable
 Functional
 Effective

Our Future is in  
your hands

Vote: YES

ssinewfirehall@shaw.ca  |  www.firehallinfo.com

�

�

�

�

Vote YES October 23 or 26 UNITED CHURCH  111 HEREFORD AVE 9 am – 6 pm

SALT SPRING EMERGENCY CENTRE REFERENDUM

We need you to 

get out and VOTE YES
A plan is only a plan when it is complete
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IS YOUR
WELL WATER

SAFE TO DRINK?
Contamination can occur

without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

fax: 250-656-0443     Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net

2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

250-656-1334

www.islandtides.com

21,000 copies this edition

3,290 print copies on Ferry Routes and in: 
Victoria • Saanich • Sidney • Cobble Hill
Mill Bay • Crofton • Duncan • Chemainus
Ladysmith • Nanaimo • Bowser • Courtenay

Port Alberni • Campbell River
3,000 online readers each edition 

Island Tides Publishing Ltd
Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0
Tel: 250.216.9961• Fax: 250.629.3838

Email: news@islandtides.com• islandtides@islandtides.com
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www.islandtides.com

Owner, Publisher & Editor: Christa Grace-Warrick,
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households on 13 Gulf Islands 
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This ad costs 
1⁄ 2 a penny

per copy.
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Call Christa: 250.216.9961

The best way to protect yourself and your family from influenza
this season is to get immunized. 
For more information or to find out if you are eligible for a FREE
influenza shot: 

visit www.viha.ca/flu or call HealthLink BC at 8-1-1
If you are eligible for a free influenza shot, please bring your
Care Card to one of the following local Influenza Clinics:
GALIANO ISLAND: Mon, Nov 18, 1:00 pm–4: 00 pm,
Lions Hall, 992 Burrill Road

MAYNE ISLAND: Wed, Nov 6, 12:30 pm–3:30 pm, 
Mayne Island Community Centre, 493 Felix Jack Road

PENDER ISLAND: Tues, Nov 12, 10:00 am–2:00 pm, 
Pender Island Community Hall, 4418 Bedwell Harbour Rd, N.  Pender Is

SALT SPRING ISLAND: Tues, Nov 5, 10:30am–2:30pm, 
Community Gospel Church, 147 Vesuvius Bay Road

SATURNA ISLAND: Tues, Nov 19, 11:00 am–3:00 pm,
Saturna Recreation Centre Lounge, 104 Harris Road

If you are not eligible please contact your family physician or
local pharmacy about vaccine availability and cost.

INFLUENZA SEASON IS HERE
IMMUNIZATION CLINIC INFO

Editorial
On Wednesday, Oct 23 and Saturday, October 26, Salt Spring
property owners have an opportunity to get on with replacing
the woefully inadequate Ganges firehall and integrate it into a
complete emergency facility.
A firehall, especially combined with other emergency services,

is not just a utility. It is, especially within a volunteer service area,
a community hub at least as important as a library or swimming
pool. 
Of recent years, absentee property owners have come into the

mix of voters; perhaps insurance may pay for rebuilding after a
fire but what about tenants, their lives and irreplaceable
possessions? And, in earthquakes and wildfires, lives may
depend on fully coordinated emergency services. Paradoxically,
now that there is a large enough taxbase to build a proper facility,
some people seem less likely to want to contribute even a modest
amount.
About 10 years ago Pender Fire/Rescue, then NPVFD, was

able to move from its old firehall—a former picnic shelter roofed-
over—into a new building which could double as an emergency
centre. This happened after pretty much the same kind of
fooferaw as now on Salt Spring. I have to say that I, and many
others, put the whole tax amount down upfront (about the same
total amount as Salt Springers are being asked for) to help cut
the interest burden and to show support for all our emergency
service workers. Why not? Thanks guys and gals, for all you do. 
What an amazing thing that new firehall has been. I’ll tell you

some of what Pender Fire/Rescue has achieved since then. It has
invited over a 100 people from the community into a wide range
of emergency rôles (raising the awareness, skills, and safety of
every member of the community); amalgamated two fire
departments; won Canada’s Volunteer Fire Chief of the Year

award; started the acclaimed Fire/Rescue Cadet Camp for teens
(Salt Spring firefighters come over as instructors and how great
would it be if Salt Spring had a facility to hold the camp?) 
And the list goes on. At a 1⁄4 0f Salt Spring’s population,

Pender has never looked back.
So Salt Spring, just do it—it’s long past time. There is no

twelfth hour ‘Plan B’—just a red herring. For years to come, Salt
Spring could still be without facilities that serve it well, and of
which islanders can be proud. If it all has to be gone over again,
things will just get more expensive (including land). In the end
the island will be no further ahead and will have lived with
negativity rather than enthusiasm.  
And maybe that ‘Great ShakeOut’ won’t wait that long.

Islands may look like safe places, and in many ways they are, but
earthquake and wildfire are real risks, for which we must be
ready at the drop of an emergency worker’s hat.
Every on-island vote counts,  be sure to go and put a check

on ‘Yes’ and be proud to spend your money on something so
worthwhile. It’s one pub meal less in the year! 
Even at that, cash is not the only issue; it’s how it spent. The

plan to use island trades may well give Salt Spring’s economy a
vital boost. It comes down to: do you respect islanders, and
islands’ way of life and frame of mind—or is it just lip-service.
Your volunteer firefighters are canny, responsible people.

Taking time, planned and unplanned, from their families to give
to the community; constantly training and retraining to keep
themselves and the island safe. You are trusting them with your
lives; trust them to know what infrastructure they need to deliver
all they can. Trust your fire trustees, too. Come on Salt Spring—
this is your moment! 0

Readers’ Letters
North Thompson River Pipeline

Dear Editor:
In relation to leaks in the Trans Mountain pipeline, the Blue
River Summit is another area of high altitude, long duration
snowcover. It is also a mini-rainforest with high rainfall where
long duration wet soil, in combination with poor circa 1954
culverting, will have led to many areas where the pipeline’s
cathodic corrosion protection system is not working any more,
leading to very heavy corrosion. This area had persistent leaks
in the initial 1954 water testing.
My hunch would be that, as in the rest of this pipeline, poor

maintenance is the order of the day and that corrosion is as big
a problem here as it is in the Coquihalla region. Until a spill
occurs, few repairs will go ahead.
There is little public information as to the number of past

and present repairs in this region; these data need to be
publicized. How many exposed pipe sites, and round, red, metal
signs, have hikers seen? These indicate past pipe weaknesses.
Pipeline runners are urgently needed in the Blue River

region before the snow flies. Keep your eyes open for the
presence of oily, contaminated soil, indicating slow ‘pinhole’
leaks. The occasional Kinder Morgan helicopter patrols have
not been good at spotting these leaks. A good method of getting
information is weekend interviews with ATVers who are using
the right of way. 

David Ellis, Vancouver, Independent Pipeline Critic

Doctor On Pender
Dear Editor:
Since June, I have received many letters from constituents,
concerned that VIHA has decided not to renew Dr Thompson’s
contract with the Pender Islands Health Care Society.
In July I presented a petition on this important issue signed

(at that time) by more than 500 residents of Pender Islands to
the BC Legislature.  I also requested that Health Minister Terry
Lake look into VIHA’s handling of this matter and that he direct
VIHA officials to meet with the community on Pender Island
to explain their future plans to ensure adequate and sustainable
primary health care services on Pender Island. As the local MLA
I committed to attend such a meeting.  
Unfortunately to date, the government has not agreed to my

request and also refuses to reconsider the cancellation of the
physician contract. In these circumstances I recently discussed
the increasingly urgent need for an interim replacement
physician with senior Health Ministry officials. I understand
that VIHA has now agreed to a locum physician to backfill once
Doctor Thompson’s contract expires at the end of October.
I know that this does not address all of the concerns

regarding fairness and appropriate process. These are legitimate
and serious concerns which I share. I will continue to press
VIHA and the Government on this issue. I am calling on VIHA
to fill the second doctor position as soon as possible and to
ensure continuous service to the community.
I want to thank all those who have been in touch with me

about their concerns. I continue to hope that together, we can
find an acceptable resolution to this issue.

Gary Holman, MLA, Saanich North and the Islands
Citizens & Taxpayers

Dear Editor:
So, Green Party of Canada leader Elizabeth May is working on
a book and is asking for our help to find out when citizens
started being called taxpayers or, better still, consumers. I can
add a few words to this updated version of Newspeak, with
apologies to George Orwell:  countries have become economies
and, during the eighties, the drug smuggling, CIA financed
Contras were called rebels when they were fighting the

democratically elected Sandinistas government in Nicaragua.
When did this all start?  In the early eighties, when the likes

of Margaret Thatcher started promoting their neoliberal agenda
which was espoused around the world, except in socialist
countries.  In Canada, Conservatives and Liberals  alike started
implementing this agenda and dismantling the state by
weakening the institutions which Canadians had built for the
greater good such as Medicare and the CBC .  Prime Minister
Brian Mulroney promoted so-called free trade with the United
States and imposed the Free Trade Agreement in spite of a
majority of Canadians having voted against such a deal during
the 1988 federal election.   
What was Elizabeth May doing during that time?  She was

working for Prime Minister Mulroney as an adviser. Did she
not see what was happening?
As for her objection to the word taxpayers being used instead

of citizens, I consider it misguided.  Paying taxes is a duty as
part of a sharing and caring community. It is also a privilege
denied to many among us for lack of a decent income and I am
proud to pay taxes even if I disagree with some of the ways my
money is spent.  
Moreover, the word citizens has been co-opted by ideologues

such as the National Citizens’ Coalition described as a group
that campaigns against public sector unions and in favour of
smaller government and lower taxes.  Prime Minister Stephen
Harper was at one time the President of the NCC.  Therefore, I
see nothing demeaning being called a taxpayer while calling
myself a citizen may imply adhering to an agenda that has
brought us to our present sad state of affairs.

Proud Taxpayer Hélène Narayana, Salt Spring

Governance Study Partly Worthwhile
Dear Editor:
The most recent Salt Spring Island Governance Study survey
asked people whether they would be in favour of proceeding to
a formal incorporation study. Although we both voted ‘no’ to
that question (#4), the process so far has had its benefits.
There are now a growing number of people who are trying

to learn about how the study is progressing and who want to
look at options other than the two to which the official study
was restricted (a ‘snapshot’ of the current system compared to
an incorporation option). 
Through research, and with help from others, we were able

to comment on and offer corrections to the first three ‘fact
sheets’ presented by the consultants. To see our efforts, go to:
http://tinyurl.com/mx9bpab.
During our research, we also learned of an option for Local

Community Commissions (LCCs). An LCC is intended to offer
‘a unique method for a regional district to delegate decision-
making powers for services to a local level with greater potential
for community involvement.’ 
In addition, in the October 9 Driftwood, our three elected

representatives to the Islands Trust and the CRD spoke of the
recent delegation of authority to the Local Trust Committee to
coordinate the various agencies concerned with water
management. These are only two examples of the kinds of
improvements that could be made to our governance system
without going to full incorporation with its associated increase
to our tax burden and other concerns.
If you agree that it would be a waste of money to conduct a

study that ignores possibilities such as the LCC option, it’s not
too late to let the governance study committee know. Their
email is: ssigovernancestudy@gmail.com.

Jan Slakov & Paul Roberts, Salt Spring

LETTERS, continued next page 



The term “busy as a bee” takes on new 
meaning when you realize that for 

just one pound of white clover honey, 
hardworking honey bees must make 
over 17,000 foraging trips to 8.7 million 
� owers.1 Pollinators like honey bees not 
only work hard, they are the backbone 
of a healthy agriculture system, 
contribute billions to our economy and 
are responsible for one out of every 
three bites of food we eat. 

But pollinators don’t just provide 
services for agricultural 
purposes. They also 
enable the natural 
world to thrive – 
by helping plant 
communities reproduce 
and stay healthy, and 
by pollinating � owers 
that produce fruits, 
berries, nuts, vegetables 
and roots, which in turn feed wildlife 
ranging from the mighty grizzly bear to 
the diminutive chickadee. Worldwide, 

a staggering 87.5 per cent of � owering 
plants are pollinated by animals2, 
including bees, wasps, moths, ladybugs, 
hummingbirds and other species. 

Pollinators are literally the stu�  of 
life; without them, our food system 
would be in peril and much of the 
natural world would cease to function. 

Understanding the importance 
of pollinators is essential because 
pollinators need our help.

Over the past 20 years, and 
particularly in the past decade, 
there has been a startling decline 
in honey bees, bumble bees and 
other pollinators around the world. 
Signi� cant population declines in 
wild bumble bees – coupled with 
“colony collapse disorder” (CCD) and 

an increase in parasites and bacterial 
infections that have targeted honey 
bees – has scientists increasingly 

concerned. Canada has lost 
35 per cent of its honey 
bee colonies annually for 
the past three years, and a 
huge die-off in 2012 led to 
the loss of 37 million bees in 
Ontario.3

Although loss of habitat, 
monoculture crops, mites 
and disease have all played a 
role in the decline, a deadly 
and commonly used class of 
pesticides called neonicotinoids 
(neo-nicoteen-oids) has been 
implicated in the frightening drop 
in pollinator numbers.
Read this paper to:
 Better understand the importance  
 of honey bees and our native insect  
 pollinators, 
 Understand how a powerful class  
 of pesticides is killing bees and   
 other pollinators,
 Learn how the recent deaths of   
 millions of bees in Ontario and   
 Oregon have sparked calls for   
 action across North America,
 Find out what Europe is doing   
 to protect bees from bee-  
 killing pesticides, and
 Learn how you can take action to  
 protect bees and pollinators.

Buzz Kill: Deadly Pesticides Threaten Our Vital Pollinators

DISAPPEARING BEESDISAPPEARING BEES

POLLINATORS IN PERIL

Photo top: Bumble bee (Gwen Barlee), above: Bee and 
pollen, Honey bee hive, Ladybug (Bug Lady/City Farmer).

Gwen Barlee
Policy Director,
Wilderness
Committee
      @GwenBarlee

Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD) is the term 

used by scientists since 2006 to describe the mass 

disappearance of honey bees in a colony. It can be 

caused by a variety of di� erent stresses that lead to 

the abrupt disappearance of worker bees, which 

causes the hive to stop functioning.
Pollinators like bees are facing 

increasing threats – from disease to toxic 
chemicals – but with more knowledge 
we can take action to help protect these 
tiny creatures from further harm.
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Canada: In 2012 a large number of 
honey bee mortalities were reported 

in Alberta, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, 
Ontario, Quebec and Nova Scotia, with a 
startling number of 
bee deaths coming 
from beekeepers 
in corn-growing 
regions of Ontario 
and Quebec. In 
southern Ontario 
alone, over 40 
beekeepers from 
240 di� erent bee 
yard locations 
reported unusually 
high bee kills. The 
bee mortalities 
in Ontario 
occurred after 
nearby corn� elds planted seeds using a 
neonicotinoid called clothianidin.25

An investigation by Health Canada 
con� rmed the link between bee 
kills in 2012 and the use of these 
pesticides on corn planted in Ontario. 
Neonicotinoid residue was found in 80 
per cent of the 240 bee kill locations 
and on 70 per cent of the bees tested. 
Una� ected bees were also analysed 
“and clothianidin was only detected in 
one sample at very low levels.”26

For Canadians, the distinctive black 
and yellow bumble bee is one of 

the surest signs of spring. Cute to look 
at, the bumble bee is also an e�  cient 
pollinating machine. Its fuzzy coat 
and “central heating” system enable it 
to warm itself up and tolerate cooler 
temperatures, making it one of the � rst 
bee pollinators to arrive in spring and 

The gentle buzz of a bee moving from � ower to � ower is a welcome sound and a reassuring signal 
that spring has � nally arrived. However, the ubiquitous little bee is not only a harbinger of spring 

– it is an essential pollinator and an integral part of the web of life. One third of the world’s food crops 
depend upon pollination, and pollinators are needed for over 80 per cent of wild � owering plants. 

In North America alone there are over 3,500 native bee species.4 Bumble bees, mason bees, 
squash bees, carpenter bees and alkali bees are just a handful of the bee pollinators found on this 
continent. You can even � nd a very hardy little bee, the boreal bumble bee, living within the Arctic 
Circle. However, many people are surprised to � nd that the common honey bee, our best known bee 
species, is actually non-native and was introduced to North America from Europe in the 17th century. 

Although bees do about 80 per cent of the world’s pollinating, they aren’t the only pollinators in 
the animal world. Butter� ies, beetles, � ies, wasps and moths also pollinate, as do some vertebrates 
including bats and hummingbirds.

Unfortunately, the bee deaths 
continued. In Elmwood, Ontario, 
37 million honey bees were killed in 
2012. Beekeeper and honey producer 

Dave Schuit believes 
neonicotinoids were 
responsible since 
they are widely used 
to coat corn seeds, 
and the massive die-
o�  came shortly after 
nearby corn� elds 
were planted.27

United States: 
In June 2013 

near a Target store in 
Wilsonville, Oregon, 
55 � owering linden 
trees were sprayed 
to control aphids 

with a pesticide called Safari. Within 
days, an estimated 50,000 bumble 
bees lay dead and dying beneath 
the trees: victims of acute poisoning. 
The main ingredient in Safari is a 
neonicotinoid called dinotefuran. The 
death of the bumble bees, which 
were attracted to the � owering trees, 
was the largest bumble bee kill ever 
recorded in the United States.28

As a result of the massive bee 
kill – which the Oregon Department 

one of the last to remain in the fall.
Bumble bees are also renowned 

for “buzz pollination,” of which honey 
bees are incapable. Some � owers are 
more e�  ciently pollinated when they 
are vibrated. Bumble bees grasp the 
anthers (pollen-bearing parts) of such 
� owers and vibrate against them to 
shake pollen loose.

The rusty-patched 
bumble bee, known for the 
distinctive rust-coloured 
patch on its abdomen, is 
one of over 40 types of 
bumble bees found in 
North America. Once one 
of southern Ontario’s 
most common bumble 
bees, in the last 30 
years this pollinator 
has undergone a 

Massive Bee Deaths Linked to NeonicotinoidsRusty-patched Bumble Bee

The Birds and the Bees Neonicotinoids: Bee-killing Pesticides

of Agriculture con� rmed was 
caused by dinotefuran – Oregon is 
temporarily restricting the use of this 
toxic pesticide. However, products 
containing dinotefuran can still be 
purchased in U.S. stores by individual 
consumers.29

Photo: Bumble 
bee with a well-
� lled pollen basket 
(Creative Commons, 
Martin LaBar).

Photos above: Dead bees, Crop spraying, Dead 
bee (Creative Commons).

Photo: Rusty-patched bumble bee (Christy M. Stewart).
Photos: Bumble bee (Earl Havlin), 
American gold� nch (Robert McCaw).

Photo: Corn� eld (Joe Foy).

Photos: Home garden plants (Joe Foy).

Photo: Rusty-patched bumble bee (Johanna James-Heinz).

Photos left to right: Syrphid � y (Bug Lady/City Farmer), Alpine � owers (Michael Wheatley), Produce from BC's Peace Valley 
(Larry Peterson), Tiger lilies (Michael Wheatley), Monarch butter� y (Don Johnston).

Apples, almonds, squash, beans, co� ee, tea, black pepper, mustard, nutmeg, canola, � axseed, sun� ower seed, celery, tomatoes, blueberries, peaches, pears, sesame seed, buckwheat, 
parsley, strawberries, eggplants, avocados, carrots, onions, lettuce, olives, oranges and grapes are just some of the food crops that are dependent upon or bene� t from insect pollination.

DO YOU KNOW WHAT'S 
IN YOUR GARDEN PLANTS? 
A recent pilot study by 
Friends of the Earth and 
the Pesticide Research 
Institute found that seven 
of 13 samples of garden 
plants purchased at top 
retailers in Washington 
D.C., the San Francisco 
Bay Area and Minneapolis 
were already contaminated 
with neonicotinoids, which 
studies have shown are very 
toxic to bees.30

When purchasing plants, ask 
nursery sta�  if the plants, 
seeds or soil were treated with 
neonicotinoids.

TOP NEONICOTINOID 
PRODUCERS

  Bayer
  Syngenta
  DuPont
  Valent

Honey bees and bumble bees carry their pollen in something 
called a “pollen basket.” These baskets are found on the backside of 
each leg, and as the bees visit � owers they pack the pollen into these 
carriers. When the baskets are empty they are shiny, and when they 
are full of pollen they range from a deep yellow to a reddish colour.5

The Canadian 
Honey Council 
has reported 
a 35 per cent 

annual loss of bee 
colonies for the 

last three years.10

Pollinators visit � owers for pollen collection, feeding and even warmth. When pollinators collect pollen they transfer it to another bloom or to a di� erent part of the same � ower, 
enabling the � owering plants to begin the essential process of seed and fruit production.6  

DID YOU KNOW?
Just like humans, bees can be specialists in what they do. For instance, there are some types of � owers 
that honey bees don’t know how to pollinate, such as tomato or eggplant � owers. These blossoms 
need native pollinators, like carpenter bees or Morrison's bumble bees. In other instances, certain bees 
are closely associated with namesake plants. The Cornell azalea bee, for example, has adapted to and is 
very pro� cient at pollinating azaleas and rhododendrons. Similarly, the squash bee, blueberry bee and 
globe mallow bee are highly specialized in pollinating their namesake plant species.9

WHAT ARE NEONICOTINOIDS?

Neonicotinoids were introduced to 
the market in 1991 when Bayer 

CropScience released “imidacloprid,” 
one of the � rst members of this group 
of pesticides.11 Today, neonicotinoids 
have become global bestsellers and 
are now among the most widely 
used insecticides in the world, with 
licences for use in over 120 countries.12 
California alone has registered 
almost 300 neonicotinoid products.13 
Neonicotinoids are widely used on a 
variety of crops including potatoes, 
tobacco, corn, wheat seed, tomatoes, 
blueberries, apples, lettuce, citrus fruit 
and cotton – as well as for cosmetic 
purposes on garden plants. 

Neonicotinoids, derived from nicotine, 
disrupt the central nervous system of 
insects at lower doses, but at higher 
doses can cause paralysis and death.14 
These dangerous pesticides are 
known as “systemic” insecticides; 
they get absorbed by the treated 
plant and permeate all tissues of the 
plant including pollen and nectar. 
These pesticides are often applied by 
coating seeds or drenching the soil, but 
they can also be applied to crop foliage.
UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES

 The pesticides are targeted to kill 
sap-sucking insects and other “nuisance” 

insects that chew on the plant. But 
pesticide fact sheets published by the 
U.S. National Pesticide Information 
Center (NPIC) show they are as toxic 
to benefi cial insects, such as honey 
bees and bumble bees, as they are 
to targeted “pests.”15 By volume these 
pesticides are 10,000 times as powerful 
as DDT, and half of bees exposed to a tiny 
amount – just � ve nanograms – will die.16

BEE DEATHS IN EUROPE
Concerns about neonicotinoids began 

to manifest shortly after their commercial 
use started. In 1994, farmers in France 
noticed that a “substantial number of 
their hives would collapse, as the worker 
bees � ew o�  and never returned, leaving 
the queen and immature workers to 
die.” These collapses were � rst observed 
after sun� ower crops were treated 
with Gaucho, a brand new insecticide 
that contained the neonicotinoid 
imidacloprid.17

In 2008 there were serious declines 
in bee colonies in Italy, Germany and 
Slovenia during and after the sowing 
of maize seeds that had been coated 
with another neonicotinoid called 
clothianidin. Analysis in Germany 
showed a “causal connection” between 
the use of this seed dressing insecticide 
and the reported damage to honey 
bee colonies.18

DEADLY IMPACTS
It is widely recognized that 

neonicotinoids cause “acute toxicity” and 
can be lethal to bees , but independent 
scienti� c studies are now identifying 
worrisome sub-lethal impacts to 
pollinators as well. A 2012 report from 
the European Environment, Public 
Health and Food Safety Authority, 
which reviewed recent scienti� c 
papers, showed that even low doses of 
neonicotinoids can cause serious sub-
lethal impacts including:

  Impaired memory and learning
  Disorientation and diffi  culties  

 returning back to the hive   
 (loss of homing ability)

  Reduced effi  ciency in foraging
 Less success in breeding
 Reduced resistance to disease
 Failure to communicate   
 properly with other bees in the  
 colony19

Sub-lethal impacts have been of 
particular interest to researchers since 
the advent of bee “colony collapse 
disorder” (CCD), a term � rst coined 
in the United States in 2006 when 
worker bees mysteriously disappeared 
from hives and never returned. This 
phenomenon has continued to 
escalate. Last winter in the United 
States, one third of honey bees died or 

disappeared – a 42 per cent increase 
over the previous year, and well 
above annual average losses of 10 to 
15 per cent.20 The Canadian Honey 
Council estimates a 35 per cent loss 
in bee colonies annually for the past 
three years.21  

ACCUMULATING EFFECTS
There is growing concern over 

neonicotinoids not only for their 
proven harmful impact to bees and 
other pollinators, but also because 
they accumulate in soils. In addition, 
neonicotinoids are water soluble and 
cause aquatic contamination.23

These pesticides are likely to be 
impacting a variety of non-target 
species such as aquatic insects and 
birds. Although initially considered 
less toxic to vertebrates than insects, 
recent studies have revealed that 
just one corn kernel coated in the 
neonicotinoid imidacloprid can 
kill a songbird.24

Syrphid � y (Bug Lady/City Farmer), Alpine � owers (Michael Wheatley), Produce from BC's Peace Valley Syrphid � y (Bug Lady/City Farmer), Alpine � owers (Michael Wheatley), Produce from BC's Peace Valley Syrphid � y (Bug Lady/City Farmer), Alpine � owers (Michael Wheatley), Produce from BC's Peace Valley Syrphid � y (Bug Lady/City Farmer), Alpine � owers (Michael Wheatley), Produce from BC's Peace Valley 

bumble bee, known for the 
distinctive rust-coloured 
patch on its abdomen, is 
one of over 40 types of 
bumble bees found in 
North America. 
of southern Ontario’s 
most common bumble 

Photo: Rusty-patched bumble bee (Christy M. Stewart).

Photos above: Dead bees, Crop spraying, Dead Dead bees, Crop spraying, Dead 

Going, Going...Gone?

Pronunciation: neo - nicoteen - oids

“Although there may be a 
pesticide more toxic to honey 
bees, I am not aware of one.” 

- Professor Greg Hunt, entomologist and honey 
bee specialist at Purdue University, Indiana.22 

catastrophic collapse. Just three 
individuals have been found in Ontario 
in the last � ve years – all within Pinery 
Provincial Park.7 Loss and fragmentation 
of habitat, climate change and 
pathogens from commercially reared 
colonies are all implicated in the decline, 
but there are concerns that bee-killing 
pesticides such as neonicotinoids have 
been a factor as well.

The plight of the rusty-patched 
bumble bee is not unique. In the late 
1990’s massive bumble bee declines 
were reported across North America. 
In Ontario – once considered a “hot 
spot” for bumble bees – three out 
of 14 di� erent species found in the 
1970s had completely disappeared in 
searches conducted between 2004 
and 2006, and another � ve species 
were in sharp decline.8

Photo:Photo:
bee with a well-bee with a well-
� lled pollen basket 
(Creative Commons, 
Martin LaBar).

Photos: Home garden plants (Joe Foy). Home garden plants (Joe Foy). Home garden plants (Joe Foy). Home garden plants (Joe Foy).

Photo: Rusty-patched bumble bee (Johanna James-Heinz).



Photo: Bumble bee (Gwen Barlee).

Photo: Admire and Arena, two neonicotinoid 
pesticides licensed for use in Canada (WC � les).

Photo: Honey bee hives (Joe Foy).

Photo: Beekeepers protest outside Britain's 
Parliament (Creative Commons). 
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WE CAN HELP PROTECT 
BEES AND POLLINATORS!

The Wilderness Committee is Canada’s largest membership-based wilderness preservation organization.

TAKE ACTION!

T here is a growing body of scienti� c 
evidence exposing the clear 

dangers of neonicotinoids not only 
to pollinators, such as honey bees 
and bumble bees, but to a wide array 
of wildlife and ecosystem services. 
So what are other countries and 
jurisdictions doing to address the 
problem?
• On April 29, 2013 the European 
Union implemented a continent-wide 
two-year suspension on three types 
of neonicotinoids – thiamethoxam, 
clothianidin and imidacloprid – citing 
the “unacceptable risk” they posed 
to bees.32 Top garden retail stores in 
the U.K. have also stopped selling 
“neonics.”
• In July 2013 the Oregon state 
government issued a temporary 
suspension on 18 insecticides 
containing the active ingredient 
dinotefuran. This suspension came 
after the largest bumble bee kill 
in U.S. history was directly linked 
to dinotefuran – a neonicotinoid 

that had been applied to 55 trees in a 
parking lot in Wilsonville, Oregon.33

• In August 2013 the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency called for better 
pesticide labeling and clearer directions 
for use of bee-killing pesticides.34

Despite calls for immediate action to 
protect bees, and despite continuing 
bee declines and compelling scienti� c 
research, the Canadian and U.S. 
governments have only committed to 
review the use of neonicotinoids.35 36

Give Bees A Chance: 
A Lesson from Europe

A transition to organic farming is needed to best 
protect our pollinators, but studies have shown that 
“integrated pest management” – an agricultural 
practice that tries to minimize pesticide use by 
monitoring “pest” insects, implementing better crop 
rotation and planting pest-resistant plant species – is 
also a step in the right direction. Researchers found 
that banning corn seeds treated with neonicotinoids 
signi� cantly reduced bee mortality, and when 
integrated pest management was used and crops 
were rotated, agricultural yields were maintained and pests were kept under control.31

The threats to bees and pollinators go beyond bee-killing neonicotinoids – loss 
of habitat, monoculture plantations, other 
insecticides, parasites, disease and genetics 
have all played a role in the decline of 
pollinators. 

But what we are sure of is that there are 
lethal and serious sub-lethal impacts to 
bees from very low exposure to widely-
used neonicotinoid pesticides. If we 
want to help bees we can start by banning 
these known bee-killing pesticides now. 
This ban would also be very helpful to other 
pollinators, aquatic insects and birds, and would protect our soil and waterways 
from the toxic accumulation of neonicotinoid pesticides.

Keeping the Hives Alive
Integrated Pest Management, Organic Farming

Banning Bee-killing Pesticides

WildernessCommittee.org
1-800-661-WILD (9453)

Please take a moment to write to the powers 
that bee! Tell Canada’s Prime Minister to 
protect bees and other pollinators by 
enacting a complete nation-wide ban on 
all bee-killing neonicotinoid pesticides.

SHARE THIS WITH YOUR 
FRIENDS AND NEIGHBOURS!

  613-941-6900
   pm@pm.gc.ca

Prime Minister of Canada
80 Wellington Street
Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A2

Contact information:

When researchers exposed bumble bees to “� eld-realistic levels” of the neonicotinoid imidacloprid, the bee colonies su� ered 
“signi� cantly reduced growth rates” and a massive decline in the production of new queens. Researchers observed “a reduction of 85 
per cent in the production of new queens,” which “accounts for the massive declines (and some extinctions) reported in the U.S. and 
Canada from the late 1990s onwards.”37 

facebook.com/WildernessCommittee

twitter.com/WilderNews
Fed. reg. charity #11929-3009-RR0001

Wilderness Committee, P.O. Box 2205, Station Terminal, Vancouver, BC, V6B 3W2

QR SCAN

BECOME A MEMBER! DONATE!

WildernessCommittee.org
VOLUNTEER!
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Ross Walker
250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

Technical services for

Water Wells
Aquifers

Groundwater

Hy-Geo 
Consulting

(250) 658-1701
information@hy-geo.com

www.hy-geo.com

Dave’s Drilling
& Blasting

Dave 250-537-7481
Callum 250-538-8640

“We don’t stand 
behind our work, 

we stand behind a tree.”
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• WATERWELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING
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• DRILLING FOR GEOSOURCE

An Island Family Business for 
47 Years!

1-800-746-7444 
250-537-8456

www.drillwell.com          
drill@drillwell.com Near Sidney, Saanich,

Victoria, Ferries & Airport
Seniors’ Specials 

Long & Short Term

Car Rentals
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1.800.809.0788

Mention ad for discount!
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Design & Build
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Call Ron for free estimateH
AV

E 
BO

AT
  •

  W
IL

L 
TR

AV
EL

rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885  

FIREWOOD
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2-4 Cord Loads
Call Ian for pricing

250-539-5463

DOCK
CHAINS

READY FOR
WINTER?
Chris West 

Dive Services
250-888-7199/250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net

HELP WANTED

BW-9

School District #64
(Gulf Islands)

Applications are invited
for substitute/casual
work as Building
Service Worker (BSW)
at Pender Islands
School.
For further information
refer to School District
#64 website at:
http://sd64.bc.ca/job-
information/. 

LETTERS from previous page 
BCHydro’s Integrated
Resource Plan Going
Horribly Wrong

Dear Editor:
Using electricity to compress natural gas from
fracked structures is just about the worst idea,
aside from dilbit tankers on the Salish Sea, that
I have heard in my 35-year-plus experience
with the  energy sector.  

Integrated Energy Resource Planning is
grounded in welfare economics—the present
value of social, economic and environmental
costs over the lifecycle of the project
determines its rank in the resource ‘stack’.  A
key principle of BCHydro’s Integrated
Resource Plan (IRP) is ‘multiple objectives’ or
‘multi-dimensions. 
There is no way in this universe that the

rigour of ‘net social benefits’ will be met with
fracking, damming, and exporting LNG. This
is bad policy being forced upon BCHydro by an
essentially ignorant provincial government
with only one view of the world—short-run
economic gain. 
BC Hydro, thanks to a myopic view of net

social benefits by its controlling shareholder,
the BC government, is about to make another
irreversible step towards its financial collapse.
The economic fiasco that is currently
undermining BC Hydro has been caused by a
uni-dimensional political world view, resulting
in so called ‘Deferred Regulatory Charges’;
actually, losses to be charged to equity.  This is
negligent, incompetent and fraudulent abuse
of the public trust.  
The ‘Clean Energy for LNG’ is a horrible

mistake. PowerSmart was originally targeted
at about 1,000MW, roughly the capacity of Site
C.  That level has been achieved long ago.  And
by 2016 BCH’s IRP is only forecasting a 40%
increase in the magnitude of this resource. 
The bottom line is that BC Hydro is

consistently and by sizeable magnitude
undershooting its potential ‘net social benefits’
and as such is defrauding the public interest.
The most likely result will be a bankrupt BC
Hydro causing a near-bankrupt BC
government—both sufficient grounds for a
huge civil law suit as well as criminal
prosecution of the perpetrators.

It is well past time that BC Hydro honoured
its duty to all of  BC’s citizens, and that duty
surpasses its obligations to the BC government.
It is a tragedy that our provincial and federal
governments are both one small step from
destroying BC and Canada’s future.  BC Hydro
need not be complicit.

John Hague, Gabriola 
Please, No FIPPA

The following letter was sent to the Prime
Minister.
Dear Mr Harper: 
I am writing to express my concern over the
Canada China Investment  Treaty which is
slated for ratification by your government by
October 31. 
There are several reasons for my concern

and my consequent plea to put the ratification
of this agreement on hold. The first reason is
my belief that this Foreign Investment
Promotion & Protection Agreement will put
Canada and it’s citizens at extreme financial
risk. Under this Canada-China treaty, the
capital importing position is held by Canada
allowing a Chinese company with only a
minority in any Canadian enterprise or other
asset in Canada to challenge Canadian
legislative, judicial or other decisions which
they may perceive as adversely affecting them
and also to sue Canada. 
Any legal consequences of this  agreement

will be irreversible by any Canadian court,
legislation or other decisionmaker for 31 years
after the treaty comes into effect. Why would
your government want to sign such a treaty?  
Let’s look at NAFTA. Canada has already

paid out $170 million in compensation in  four
cases to date under NAFTA. This is not
counting the Mobil/Murphy award against
Canada which has not been released despite
your government’s commitment to
transparency. 
Speaking of transparency, why does the

FIPPA agreement give Canada’s federal
government the right not to release documents
filed in Chinese investor lawsuits against
Canada if the government deems it ‘not in the
public interest’ to do so. This is transparency?
Please do not ratify this Canada-China
Investment Treaty! 

Patricia Faurot, Salt Spring 0 

At 18, Corey was like many teenagers. He felt tired and disengaged. He lacked focus and
his grades were slipping. Unlike most teens, a year later Corey was living on the streets
of Victoria impacted by psychosis, hearing voices and having hallucinations. ‘I wasn’t
experiencing the typical teenage angst,’ said Corey, ‘When I look back on it now, I can
see that I was in the early stages of schizophrenia.’

While on the streets, Corey was admitted into care and certified under the Mental
Health Act. ‘I fought treatment and medication for years because I didn’t believe anything
was wrong with me,’ said Corey. ‘My illness took me away from normal reality to an
alternate reality where my mind was completely focused on the voices in my head.’

The turning point for Corey was when he started accepting his diagnosis. ‘When I
was admitted for the sixth time, I realized that my life was getting worse and not better
without treatment. I couldn’t hold down a job and my relationship with my family was
chaotic. I knew I had to face my own stigma against my mental illness and accept it, or I
was not going to get better.’

Nearly one in five Canadians is affected by mental illness, yet a persistent stigma
prevents millions from getting the help they need. 

Corey and his family turned to the BC Schizophrenia Society for education and
support. During his recovery, he could see the value of having a role model and worked
with the society to form their Peer Support Program.

Now 22 years after his first diagnosis, Corey is a Peer Support Worker and works
fulltime for Island Health’s Pandora Assertive Community Treatment (PACT) team in
downtown Victoria. He sees his personal experience as valuable in helping clients
through the mental health system. ‘The role I play can be a bridge between health care
professionals and clients. I understand what it’s like to be a client, but I’m also a resource
for the PACT team,’ he said.

Corey is proud that the day he received his diploma as a Community Mental Health
Worker from Camosun College was also the day his doctor discharged him from care,
meaning he was considered able to manage his illness on his own. ‘Although
schizophrenia is a chronic illness, not being in denial about it has allowed me to live a
normal life,’ said Corey.

He recognizes the important role of medication in managing his illness but has found
it can be sedating.‘I complement my medication with other strategies like meditation,
therapy, breathing techniques, diet and exercise so I can keep my dosage at the lowest
level. I look at the brain as an organ like any other, and a healthy lifestyle keeps my
symptoms away,’ he said.
Through his story, Corey hopes to raise awareness about mental illness, end the

stigma and provide hope to people who suffer from mental illness and their families. ‘My
mom deserves all the credit. She was with me throughout it all and her support was
amazing,’ said Corey. ‘Mental illness can be really hard on families and friends, but help
is out there.’
Peer Support Workers are a requirement for all Assertive Community Treatment

(ACT) services in BC. Corey’s next goal is to help get peer support workers accredited
and on ACT Teams across Canada, and he hopes to participate in the National
Conference on Peer Support taking place in Halifax from April 30 to May 2 next year. 0

Ending the stigma of mental illness 
Federal electoral system advisory board appointed
On October 15, Canada’s Chief Electoral Officer
Marc Mayrand announced the formation of an
advisory board to provide non-partisan advice on
matters related to Canada’s electoral system.
The Elections Canada Advisory Board, co-

chaired by the Honourable Ian Binnie, former
justice of the Supreme Court of Canada and  Sheila
Fraser, former Auditor General of Canada, is
composed of prominent Canadians representing
a wide range of fields including political process,
public service, law, media, community and
academic leadership.
The other members of the board are: Lise

Bissonnette, Roberta Jamieson, John Manley,
Preston Manning, Bob Rae, Roy Romanow, Hugh
Segal, Michèle Thibodeau-DeGuire, Paul Thomas,
Michael Wilson, and Cathy Wong.
The mandate of the advisory board is to study

and provide advice on matters related to Canada’s
electoral system including the conduct of elections,
electoral participation both by voters and political

participants, regulatory compliance, and electoral
reform.
‘The electoral process is in a period of change

and needs to adapt to the expectations of
Canadians in the 21st century,’ said Mayrand. ‘I
believe that our electoral system will benefit from
the informed perspective and advice garnered
from such a diverse range of Canadians, with
valuable backgrounds and experiences.’
Appointments are for terms of up to three-

years. Meetings will take place twice a year, with
the first meeting taking place in before the end of
the year in Ottawa.
Elections Canada says that it is committed to

ensuring that the Canadian electoral system is
modernized and improved upon in innovative and
solution-oriented ways and that the establishment
of the Elections Canada Advisory Board is a step
towards ensuring that the electoral system
remains relevant and responsive to Canadians’
needs. 0

In September, Victoria Women’s Sexual Assault
Centre re-located to new offices adjoining those of
Victoria Women’s Transition on Cedar Hill Road
(VWSAC).
There is no statute of limitations on reporting

sexual abuse or assault to the police, staff point out,
nor is there one for asking for assistance through
the Centre. 
If a victim decides to disclose either a recent or

historic assault to the police, the victim can ask the
police not to investigate the incident; though there
are some exceptions if public safety and child
protection are apparent concerns.
It is important for a victim of sexual assault to

be seen by the Sexual Assault Nurse at Victoria
General Hospital for a medical exam as quickly as
possible following the assault. The nurse is also

trained to obtain specimens as evidence for use in
court. A volunteer with the Centre’s Sexual Assault
Response Team can be called on to accompany a
victim to the hospital and remain as a support until
the exam is completed and the victim is released.  
Questions regarding the services of the VWSAC

can be also be discussed with Outer Gulf Islands
RCMP Victim Service workers at 250-629-6531.
The Victoria Women’s Sexual Assault Centre

has been serving women living in the Southern
Vancouver Island region for over thirty years.
Counselling and support services are available to
all women, inclusive of transgender individuals
who have suffered the trauma of sexual abuse
and/or assault. The Victoria Men’s Trauma Centre
provides care for men. 0

No time limit on getting help
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Victoria 
(250) 412-1110 

Burnaby 
(604) 630-1114 

Courtenay 
(250) 339-6914 

www.watertiger.net 

Your Total 
Water Solution 

Gulf Islands Water Treatment 

Bacteria, Arsenic, Turbidity, Tannins-TOC, Hardness, much more! 
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~ Rainwater Harvesting
~ Water treatment for wells,

surface supplies & seawater
~ Filtration & Disinfection
~ Slow sand filtration
~ Small systems Health

Authority approvals

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!
Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands
Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

BW-10

www.islandtides.com
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The report also recognizes the significant difference between
conventional crude oil and diluted bitumen (dilbit). The
shipping industry as a whole has no experience with a dilbit spill
in salt water, particularly the cold saltwater of a north-coast
winter. The Kalamazoo freshwater experience indicated that it
doesn’t float, and so could not be skimmed. This requires more
research; it affects the conclusions of the report.

Current Regulations Adequate?
Federal regulations cited in the report set out the following
requirement: 
Within the Port of Vancouver, resources sufficient to deal

with 150 tonnes of spilled oil must be at the spill site within 6
hours of notification; the next level of resources (to deal with up
to 1,000 tonnes) within 12 hours. 
For the ‘primary response area’, up to 50 nautical miles (nm)

from the port boundary (from Powell River to Victoria,
including the southern Gulf Islands), and the ‘enhanced
response area’ (the Strait of Juan de Fuca to Neah Bay),
equipment to deal with 2,500t of spilled oil must be on site by
18 hours, and the maximum equipment, up to 10,000t, within
72 hours. Beyond that, the same times apply, with an additional
travel time allowance (at six knots).
However, a comparison of these response times with oil spill

simulations carried out by the David Suzuki Foundation raises
serious questions as to whether these response times would be
quick enough to prevent serious shoreline fouling, even if sea
conditions made skimming possible.

‘Polluter Pays’  
Government policy, both federal and provincial, requires that
‘the polluter pays’. In other words, the cost of cleaning up oil
spills must be assumed by the shipping industry. Currently, this
responsibility is assumed by the Western Canada Marine
Response Corporation, which holds an inventory of equipment,
has 27 full-time staff, and contracts with numerous contractors
and vessel owners to assist if and when a spill occurs. Its
equipment, located in Vancouver, Victoria, and Prince Rupert,
is listed on the web; however, the consultants noted that
WCMRC’s plans and strategies for spill cleanup were not made
available for review. The Coast Guard also has two vessels and
equipment in Victoria. 
How Many Ships? How Much Oil?

The two year shipping review which forms the second volume
of the report counted ships which crossed six imaginary transit
lines: across Dixon Entrance, across the Alaskan ‘Inside Passage’
north of Prince Rupert’ across Queen Charlotte Sound (between
Haida Gwaii and the north end of Vancouver Island, across the
north end of Georgia Strait (opposite Lasqueti Island), opposite
Point Roberts, and opposite Neah Bay at the west end of the
Strait of Juan de Fuca. These lines were chosen to capture the
BC coast’s major marine traffic flows, including present and
future tanker cargoes outbound from Burnaby, Kitimat, and
Prince Rupert, tanker cargoes inbound to Puget Sound from
Alaska, and bunker fuel volumes from all deep sea traffic.
Other traffic, including barges, was estimated with the help

of local shippers. BC Ferries’ main routes, which do not cross
any of these lines, appear to have been excluded.

Fifty-seven percent of all the oil moving on the BC coast
passed Neah Bay; 35% crossed the Point Roberts line; the north
coast accounted for 7%, and the north Georgia Strait the
remaining 1%. 
Future vessel traffic, of course, depends to a great extent on

whether plans for the expansion of the Ports of Vancouver,
Stewart, and Prince Rupert, Kinder Morgan and Northern
Gateway pipelines, the Kitimat Clean Oil Refinery, and various
LNG projects go ahead. 
Assuming they all do, ship traffic to northern BC would more

than triple, to about 1,300 vessels per year by 2027. Southern
BC would see only a slight increase, to some 2,700 vessels per
year by 2027. However, the proportion of tankers would rise to
about one-third.

Opportunities
The report is replete with examples and recommendations,
which are tactfully put as ‘opportunities’. They include such
accident prevention actions as implementing incentives to
ensure a culture of safety on board ship, and active vessel traffic
management. They emphasize preparedness and response
management, such as ensuring contingency plans are well
understood by all participants (including local stakeholders),
having sufficient equipment stored in the right places, having
sufficient personnel on hand (as many as 10,000, including
volunteers) to respond to a worst-case spill; and a process to
restore damaged resources and promote ecosystem recovery
after a spill.
Government, they say, should ensure compliance and

transparency. But all participants should seek continuous
improvement; this includes research and development, and
testing planning assumptions (analyzing ‘near misses’). 
Finally, the consultants emphasize the need for adequate

funding, including compensation for environmental, fiscal, and
social impacts.
For all these elements, the report shows how BC rates. For

most, BC is ‘partially’ ready, but is likely to ‘require
enhancement’. 
A few of the areas where BC fails: the response planning

standard should be increased beyond 10,000 tonnes to respond
to a ‘worst case’ spill, and the response timeframes should be
‘more aggressive’; areas should be prioritized for spill protection;
establish an integrated planning process which would include
all departments, governments, and organizations; identify areas
of the coast where an effective spill response could not occur and
identify alternative strategies for these areas; and Transport
Canada and the CCG should be prepared to conduct a thorough
incident review should a major spill occur. 

World Class
The consultants identify ‘World Class’ as a system that does far
more than ensuring adequate equipment and personnel reach
an oil spill quickly enough to skim a high percentage of oil from
the water’s surface. It’s apparent, however, that there is a lot of
work to do to achieve this target. This is not only the
responsibility of governments, but also the shipping and oil
industries, the Coast Guard, and the communities up and down
the coast. And these plans will only be effective if they are
publicly developed and publicly reviewed. When a spill
happens, all kinds of local agencies will need to respond. 0

Don’t be complacent about
an earthquake
Minister of Justice Suzanne Anton ‘dropped, covered and held
on’ along with more than 690,000 British Columbians during
the Great British Columbia ShakeOut drill on Thursday,
October 17, practicing how to stay safe during an earthquake.
‘Make an emergency plan for your family members so everyone
knows what to do. And prepare to be able to survive on your
own for at least 72 hours, she urged.
Speaking at an event in North Vancouver, Anton noted the

risk of a catastrophic earthquake for coastal BC is very real and
urged British Columbians not to be complacent. Taking the
time during ShakeOut BC to  particpate in a life-saving drill of
‘drop, cover and hold-on’ can be a first step for British
Columbians and their families. Practicing the technique will
help create a fast and trained response when an actual
earthquake occurs. 
It is also important to look beyond the impacts of the initial

earthquake and consider that, in the hours and days following
a quake, it will be critical for families to be prepared with an
emergency plan and an emergency kit. 
Dave Cockle, president of the BC Earthquake Alliance and

Oak Bay Firechief comments, ‘Earthquakes have serious
physical, psychological, and financial impacts on the citizens of
British Columbia. We all have critical roles  to play in modelling,
teaching, and promoting earthquake preparedness.’ 
The Pacific Coast is the most earthquake-prone region of

Canada. Tectonic plates can either slide past one another,
collide, or move apart. British Columbia is one of the few areas
in the world where all three of these types of plate movements
take place. 
Since 2001, BC has completed 133 school seismic projects

and committed more than $4 billion to school capital and
maintenance projects throughout British Columbia. 

Learn more about the Great British Columbia ShakeOut:
http://www.shakeoutbc.ca/. 0

Arctic Sunrise’sCaptain Peter Willcox is the very definition of
a mensch. The first thing he taught me was courage. I met him
in Vancouver, in the spring of 2007, when he was skippering
the Esperanza for the Greenpeace USA’s Bering Witness tour.
He sailed the boat into Burrard Inlet to train the crew for
deepsea dives in a small submarine, after which they’d be
heading up to Alaska to go down into the deepest canyons of
the Bering Sea in order to document what bottom trawling was
doing to marine life.
My mother and brother and I invited Peter and the crew for

dinner, and he was standing in our living room—where many
of the very first Greenpeace meetings were held—drinking a
Granville Island lager when I asked him where the voyage was
going to end up. ‘Well, Barbara,’ he drawled in that distinctive
eastern seaboard accent, ‘as long as we’re sailing through the
Aleutians, we thought we’d stop at Amchitka.’
‘Amchitka?’ I cried. ‘I want to go!’ I had history with

Amchitka, and Greenpeace. When I was 14, my father had
urged me to get on the first Greenpeace boat when it sailed up
to the Aleutians, and while I’d scoffed that it was a ridiculous
idea for a teenage girl to get on a fishing boat with 11 men and
sail into a nuclear testing zone to try to stop an atomic blast,
secretly I felt like a terrible coward for not even trying. And part
of me desparately wanted to go, to put my life on the line for a
cause far bigger than myself. Apparently, that part had suddenly
sprung to life, 35+ years later.
But I was still scared of sailing, not just to a former nuclear

test site in some of the most dangerous waters in the world, but
because I’d rarely been on a boat before, and ever since
chemotherapy had been prone to nausea. Peter, however, was
not about to let me weasel out of it. The next day, as I trembled
nervously in his cabin, trying to convince him that I couldn’t
possibly abandon my 87-year-old mother, he saw right through
my bs. ‘What’s going to happen to your mother in three weeks?’
he growled.
The next thing I knew, Greenpeace USA had cleared me for

takeoff, and Peter emailed what I thought was a joke: ‘Would
you pick me up some embroidery thread?’ I laughed. ‘What a

sense of humour Peter Willcox has!’ I said to my husband, and
was chastened when he replied that it was a long-standing
tradition for grizzled old tars like Peter to sew at sea. By
example, Peter had shown me the pitfalls of stereotyping.
When I joined the Esperanza in Dutch Harbour, Alaska, I

learned something else about Peter as he showed me around
the bridge. ‘Anytime of the day or night you can come up here,’
he said. In fact, any crew were welcome there, anytime. On
what other boat with 26 crew did this happen? Then I heard
him ask Kelly—a marine biologist studying whales, and not a
member of Greenpeace—how we could best help her. ‘You tell
me where to steer, Kelly. Tell us where to stand to watch for
whales.’ Maybe that’s why, later that morning, the boat was
surrounded by whales for over an hour, and even the cook,
Raymond, ran up on deck to watch, and lunch was considerably
delayed, and not one of us could give a damn.
I remember happening upon Peter and some campaigners

and crew telling sheep jokes in a bar in Dutch Harbour, and
when a sailor made a crude gesture to illustrate his punchline,
Peter protectively put a hand over my eyes. Instead of being
offended (I was a middle-aged woman after all who could tell a
few sheep jokes of my own), I understood that Peter had
associated me with his teenage daughters, because of my history
with Greenpeace when I was their age. 
All of which doesn’t even begin to address what I admire

about Peter,  such as how he sailed the Rainbow Warrior to
evacuate the people of Rongelap Island, at their request, after
it was irradiated by a nuclear test, or how he gave the ‘abandon
ship’ order, saving almost the entire crew, before the second
blast took the boat down on the night the French Navy bombed
Rainbow Warrior to the bottom of Auckland Harbour. 
Please help get Peter and the rest of the Arctic 30 released

by taking a few seconds to email the Russian Embassy from:
www.greenpeace.org/canada.

Barbara Stowe, who lives on Pender Island,  is the daughter
of Irving and Dorothy Stowe, founding members of
Greenpeace. 0

Arctic 30 Up Close - Barbara Stowe

OIL SPILL from page 1
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Tuesdays to Sundays, thru December 22
Artisans Holiday Gift Gallery is now open
with 47 Artisans and a stunning selection of
accessible art—give a gift that reflects the
creativity of Peninsula artists! • At Tulista
Community Arts Centre, Fifth & Weiler •
10am-4pm •  Free admission & free parking

• Info: www.cacsp.com, 250-656-7400 •  SIDNEY

Saturday, October 26
Halloween Costume Dance with Beatles Revival Group The
Sutcliffs—Ptarmigan’s Mosaic Festival Wrap-Up, fun for all ages! •
Pender Community Hall • 7-10pm • Tickets $15/person or $25/
family @Talisman Books or at the door • PENDER

Monday & Tuesday, October 28 & 29
Town Hall Meetings with Gary Holman, MLA—
Join Gary Holman, MLA for Saanich North and
the Islands, at a community meeting; MON:
Mayne Island Community Centre, 7pm–8:30pm;
TUES: Pender Islands Community Hall, 7pm–9pm
• Everyone Welcome • Info:
gary.holman.mla@leg.bc.ca or 1-855-955-5711 •
MAYNE & PENDER

Saturday, November 2 to Saturday November 16
People Like Us – Salt Spring writer Sandi Johnson’s play about a

Canadian who returns from the Gulf War a
changed man. A moving, poetic story about
love, war and searching for peace • Firehall
Arts Centre, 280 E Cordova • Various times •
Tickets $15-30 • firehallartscentre.ca, 604-689-
0926 • VANCOUVER

Friday, Saturday &  Sunday, November 1, 2 & 3
24th Annual Nanaimo Professional Craft Fair—something for

everyone, door prizes, grand prize,
wheelchair accessible, refreshments from
Sandy’s Ukrainian kitchen • Beban Park
Social Centre, 2300 Bowen Rd • Fri: 12-
8pm; Sat: 10am-5pm; Sun: 10am-4pm •
Admission $4 (unlimited re-entry) • Info:

250.797.6544, elizacraftfair@yahoo.com • NANAIMO

Mon to Sat, Nov 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9
Coming soon to a beach near you?—Denman Island group
warns of the unregulated expansion of the shellfish industry in a 6-
island tour sponsored by the Gulf Islands Alliance • MONNOV 4:
GABRIOLA, Community Hall, 7:30pm; TUES NOV 5: THETIS,
Community Centre, 7pm; WEDNOV 6: SALT SPRING, Lions Hall, 7pm;
THURS, NOV 7: GALIANO, Community Hall, 7:30pm; FRI NOV 8:
MAYNE, Church House, 2pm; SATNOV 9: PENDER, Community Hall,
2pm • GABRIOLA, THETIS, SALT SPRING, GALIANO, MAYNE,
PENDER

Friday, November 8
Stripes: The Mystery Circus—a play with songs!
Stripes is an inspirational memoir, that celebrates
the comic circus of life; Sarah Hayward’s one-
woman show performs one night only • Ag Hall •
8pm • Tickets: $20 at the door • Info:
www.sarahhayward.ca •MAYNE

Saturday, Sunday, Monday Nov 9, 10 & 11
36th Annual Creative Craft Fairs—over
125 professional exhibitors; shop for Xmas
gifts: specialty food, stainglass, jewellery,
woodwork, fine art, photography, clothing,
homemade soap, specialty imports;
continuous draw prizes & demonstrations •
Pearkes Centre  (behind Tillicum Mall) •

Daily 10am-5pm • Info: www.creativecraftfairs.com • VICTORIA

Sunday, November 10
Pianist Ian Parker with
the Borealis String
Quartet • School
Auditorium • 7:30pm •
Tickets: $25 @ Talisman,
Southridge and at the
door • Info: 250.629.3360
• PENDER

Tuesday & Wednesday, November 12 & 13
‘A Path to Community Capacity and
Resilience’—the Tao of Relationship Building,
a two-day training conference for community
social service providers, presented by the
South Island Training Initiative, one-day
registrations available • University of Victoria •
Register online at www.siticonference.ca •
Everyone Welcome • info@siticonference.ca •
VICTORIA

Friday, Saturday and Sunday November 15, 16 & 17
Solstice Theater presents 37 Postcards—a comedy by Michael
McKeever • Pender Island Community Hall • FRI: 7:30pm;  SAT:
7:30pm;  SUN:  matinée 2pm • Tickets: Adults $15, Students $10 at
Southridge Store & Talisman Books •PENDER

What’s On?

www.islandtides.com

Visibility For Your Event!
40,000 Readers

A Bargain!
Single-venue (50 words): $33.60, $39.90 w/image 

Multi-venue (70 words): $44.10, $50.40 w/image
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The British Columbia government is
considering a new law that will put a chill on
people who want to speak out during local
government elections, says an information and
privacy advocate who is taking the province to
court over a similar law already in place for
provincial elections.
‘Presumably they think taking away

people’s freedom of expression during an
election is a good thing,’ said Vincent Gogolek,
executive director of the BC Freedom of
Information and Privacy Association, ‘It’s hard
to come to another conclusion.’
In September, Community, Sport and

Cultural Development Minister Coralee Oakes
released a 132-page white paper outlining
proposed changes to elections of mayors,
councillors and school board trustees. It also
covers the elections of directors for regional
districts, parks boards and the Islands Trust.
Among the changes are plans to require

individuals or organizations doing anything
that meets the definition of ‘election
advertising’ to register as a sponsor of third-
party advertising.
As with provincial elections, this includes

not just advertising that directly or indirectly
supports a particular candidate or party, but
also ads that take a position on an issue with
which a candidate or party may be associated. 
Failing to register could bring up to a

$5,000 fine and a year in jail for an individual,
or a $10,000 fine for an organization,
according to the draft law.

31 Recommended Changes
The white paper follows a consultation task force
process launched in 2009 that recommended 31
changes to how British Columbians elect mayors
and councillors. They include things like setting
campaign expense limits and banning
anonymous donations.
Minister Oakes has said the province plans

to make some of the changes in time for the
2014 elections, while leaving the setting of
spending limits for politicians to a later
consultation with a goal of implementing them
for 2017.
The government will, however, require all

third party advertising sponsors to register and
file disclosure statements as part of its first phase

of changes to the law.
‘The regulation of third party sponsors as an

identifiable group in local government elections
is new,’ reads the white paper. ‘The approach
taken in the proposed Act is consistent with the
approach taken in the provincial Election Act.’
Making the rule the same as in provincial

elections is a mistake, said Gogolek. His
organization is suing the government in BC
Supreme Court over the provincial rule, seeking
to have parts of BC’s Election Act declared
unconstitutional if they require groups or
individuals to register if anything they plan to
say or distribute during an election period might
be considered election advertising.
Other jurisdictions, including Canada and

Alberta, don’t require people to register until
they spend $500 or $1,000 on election
advertising, and neither should BC, said
Gogolek. ‘BC is out of step with everybody else.’
In BC, a person who makes a paper sign and

puts it up in their window is required to register
as an election advertising sponsor and can be
penalized if they don’t, Gogolek said.

Election Chill
During last May’s BC general election, online
news source The Tyee reported that various
individuals and groups were guarded about
what they said due to fears about the law. For
example, the Sierra Club of BC froze much of its
website during the campaign and a pesticide
activist in Kamloops made her website
unavailable to the public. A 2010 Canadian
Centre for Policy Alternatives reported that BC
laws had had a ‘chill effect’ on advocacy groups
during the 2009 BC election.
In an emailed statement, a ministry official

stated, ‘Mandatory registration serves the goal
of transparency. It will also enable Elections BC
to communicate with all third party advertisers
to ensure they are aware of the rules respecting
advertising, including how to calculate the value
of their advertising and the requirements
respecting disclosure.’
Internet advertising through sites like

Facebook, Twitter and YouTube mean ‘one can
no longer assume that advertising below a
particular threshold would not have an impact
on elections,’ it said.  0

This article first appeared in online news source
The Tyee.

Independent 
Dental Hygiene 
in a relaxed setting

Registered Dental Hygienists 
offering: 
• scaling  •  root planing 
• polishing  •  whitening 
• other services

Celebrating 11 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea

250-655-4884

You’ll be right at home!

1.888.296.8059 
www.wintonhomes.ca

BUY | RAISE | MOVE | LEVEL

RAISE Increase Square Footage
MOVE Subdivide Your Lot!
LEVEL Repair Foundation Issues

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-320-2268 

BUY RECYCLED HOMES

Just don’t say anything! Andrew MacLeod

Queen Elizabeth is Canada’s head of state; the
Governor General is her representative in
Canada.
The Governor General of Canada, David

Johnston, recently undertook a State Visit to
China to address the annual general meeting
of the Canada China Business Council in
Beijing, emphasizing ‘energy and investment’.
And, since it was a State Visit, he was scheduled
to meet with President Xi Jinping and Premier
Li Keqiang.
The Canadian Press reported that the

Governor General was ‘upbeat about
promoting the government’s Asia-focused
economic agenda’.
During a recent interview with CTV’s

Sandie Rinaldo, Johnston confirmed that he

represents Canada abroad only in accordance
with the advice of the Prime Minister. His
China visit coincides with promotional tours
by Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird and
Natural Resources Minister Joe Oliver, and
occurs soon after a visit by Trade Minister Ed
Fast. 
It looks as if the Prime Minister regards the

Governor General as just another minister. 
Would the Queen travel to China to

promote the government’s agenda? Not
Canada, but the government? 
The Queen, as head of state, must not be

politicized, and neither should her
representative. It seems that neither the Prime
Minister nor the Governor General understand
this. 0

Photo: Uri Cogan

A delicious old variety, the Duchess of Oldenburg, reaches for the last apple
at Salt Spring’s  rather damp Apple Festival.

Sending the Queen to China
Patrick Brown

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS



MINI-ADS!
BE SEEN & DON’T BUST

THE BUDGET!
www.islandtides.com

•harvesting systems 
•design • installation 
• service
VISIT NEW WEBSITE!

Experience Counts!

BOB BURGESS 
250-246-2155

bob@rainwaterconnection.com
www.rainwaterconnection.com
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Roasting Fancy Coffee
for mail orders since 1982

from Thetis Island to you
www.potofgoldcoffee.com

FOR SALE 
In Belize 

510ft seafront
w/acreage

U.S.$88,500
• Overlooking Cayes on 

secluded bay w/ beach
• Access by boat only
• Mostly low level 

tropical jungle
• Southern Toledo District 

3.7 mi. to Punta Gorda
Call Wendy: 

1-226-499-0392 or
cwmconsulting77@gmail.com

The Simple 
High-Performance 
Septic System
Eljen GSF…Your A�ordable  
Solution for  Today’s 
Wastewater Challenges!

eljen.com

 

 

Ideal for New or 
Replacement Systems

Innovative Products and Solutions Since 1970

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

YOUR COMMUNITY ADVOCATE
For assistance with provincial 
programs and agencies

Gary Holman, MLA  
Saanich North and the Islands

250-655-5711 / 1-855-955-5711 
gary.holman.mla@leg.bc.ca    
www.garyholman.ca

It’s our Open House!
Drop in, enjoy some refreshments, meet  
your MLA, and help us celebrate the opening  
of our new Constituency Office!
WHEN:  Tuesday, November 5, 4:00–6:00pm
WHERE:  2393 Beacon Ave., Sidney

Photo: Derek Holzapfel, www.naturediver.com
‘Congratulations Pender Island, you have a baby Wolf Eel living off Bridges Beach. Such a thrill to see this
beautiful creature, my first sighting of a baby Wolf Eel, and my first sighting of a Wolf Eel off Pender. ‘

 Fountains & Watergardens 
 Well Pumps & Water Systems 
 Waste Water Pumps & Controls 
 Water Treatment & Filtration 

 Swimming Pools & Spas 
 Rainwater Harvesting

 Landscape Lighting
Irrigation

www.vanislewater.com
461 Dupplin Road  Victoria B.C.   250-383-7145

stem Experts The Water Sy
Since 1972

It could be a self-parody, but it isn’t.  In the
wake of the breaking scandal about
Canada’s espionage unit spying on the

Government of Brazil, I realized I wasn’t sure
about the origins and mandate of the
operation called Communications Security
Establishment Canada (CSEC).  I know we
have a number of spy groups.  There’s the
RCMP, of course, and CSIS, but the acronym
CSEC was a bit murky.
I found their website and the home page

banner welcome: ‘Can you keep a secret?
Looking for a rewarding career? Join CSEC.’ 
Thanks to NSA’s whistle-blower Edward

Snowden, it looks like the CSEC cannot keep a
secret.  Or, at least, that one day’s secrets are
the next day’s ‘wiki-leak’. Between Julian
Assange and Edward Snowden, ‘spy versus
spy’ has turned into ‘spy versus spy versus
public interest activist’. 
The agency itself is the direct descendent of

the code-breakers working in the Second
World War.  Over time, and thanks to the post-
9/11, 2001 Anti-Terrorism Omnibus Bill, the
CSEC was given a legislative mandate.  It is:
A. To acquire and use information from
the global information infrastructure for the
purpose of providing foreign intelligence, in
accordance with Government of Canada
intelligence priorities;
B. To provide advice, guidance and
services to help ensure the protection of
electronic information and of information
infrastructures of importance to the
Government of Canada;
C. To provide technical and operational
assistance to federal law enforcement and
security agencies in the performance of their
lawful duties.

Communications Security Establishment
Canada is not to spy on Canadians (more on
that later). None of these listed  activities would
appear to cover spying on the Brazilian
government’s mining and energy ministry and
reporting to Canadian energy companies
about their findings.  Although nothing has yet
been proven, this has the unpleasant odour of
industrial espionage in favour of Canadian
companies against Brazilian competitors.  As
Brazil is an ally, a global partner and a country
with important Canadian interests, it is deeply
shocking that Canadian spies were hacking
into Brazilian government entities at all.  But
if they were, as evidence suggests, and they
passed on such hacked information to
Canadian companies, then we have dealt a
serious blow to our credibility in the world.
Some Canadian mining companies have
already done damage to our global reputation
through abuse of the environment and
indigenous rights.  If, as it appears, it turns out
we are using government resources to do
private hacking and spying on their behalf, we
will have to do a lot of work to rebuild our
reputation. 
But the hacking stories didn’t end there.

The Guardian reported it had gained, through
an Access to Information request, the agenda
of a briefing for Canadian energy companies
from CSIS, the RCMP and CSEC.  The agenda
was for the  May 2013 briefing which focused

on ‘security of energy resources development,’
particularly in British Columbia.  It is reported
that regular briefings of Canadian resource
companies from our spy agencies has been
taking place since 2005.  I find it more
shocking than anything in the Harper agenda
to date.  I cannot imagine such activity taking
place in the 1980s when I was in the
environment minister’s office in the Mulroney
administration.  It is hard to imagine such
activity starting under former Prime Minister
Paul Martin either.  I am keen to get to the
bottom of just when this activity started and to
what purpose.  
Although The Guardian reports the

documents were heavily redacted, the May
2013 agenda is clear enough.  It included such
topics as ‘threats’ to energy infrastructure but
also covered ‘challenges to energy projects
from environmental groups,’ ‘cyber security
initiatives’ and ‘economic and corporate
espionage.’
Refreshments and coffee, as well as the

meals, were sponsored by Enbridge. CSEC, the
agency that isn’t supposed to spy on
Canadians, had something to contribute.  Are
they spying on US environmental groups? 
And what are the RCMP and CSIS doing

providing briefings to energy companies?  It is
clear that the lines are drawn and legitimate
legal opposition to super-tankers and fossil fuel
extraction is already demonized in the Harper
administration.  The oil companies are the
‘good’ and legal ones. Anyone opposing their
plans can be caught in the web of anti-terrorist
legislation and spied upon.  Environmentalists
and First Nations are under suspicion simply
for wanting to preserve our coastline and
protect our climate.   

Harper’s administration treats the fossil
fuel industry as the ‘client’ and all the
apparatus of government as at their service.
This is the worst perversion of democracy.
This is corporate rule: government for, and by
the corporation. 
Many more questions are raised by these

revelations than are answered.  
While struggling with the disturbing

implications of these developments over the
Thanksgiving weekend, I was contacted by my
friend Niki Ashton, NDP MP and like me,
concerned about proposed Canadian gold
mines in northern Greece. I had travelled to
Greece in late June to help the local
movements and to explore for myself the
impact of such mines in relatively pristine
areas of Greece.  The president of Hellenic
Mining Watch, Tolis Papageorgiou, had come
to Ottawa a few months earlier to ask for help
in opposing the proposed El Dorado gold
mines.  He greeted me in Halkidiki as we
toured the area.  
On the holiday weekend, Niki’s urgent

news was that Tolis has been arrested and
charged with forming a criminal organization.
Legislation in Greece, put in place to deal with
the threat from right-wing, quasi-fascists, is
being used to arrest Tolis Papageorgiou and
charge him with very serious criminal offences. 
Not that such a thing could happen here. 0

An early November, six-island speaking
tour by the Association of Denman Island
Marine Stewards (ADIMS)aims to draw

public attention to major threats from the
aquaculture industry. The Denman group’s local
concern is the environmental damage to Baynes
Sound by the shellfish industry. 

ADIMS also believes all Gulf Islanders should
be alerted to the fact that, in the absence of
effective government oversight and enforcement,
and the rapid growth of the industry, all marine
areas of the Gulf Islands may soon face the same
fate. 

According ADIMS spokesperson Shelley
McKeachie, ‘The DFO’s Integrated Geoduck
Management Framework identifies the inter-
tidal and sub-tidal zones of the Strait of Georgia
where no wild geoduck harvest occurs as ‘the two
other categories of coastal waters where
aquaculture could occur’. 

The Denman group was started in 1998—the
same year the province declared it would, in 10
years, double the amount of crown land,
foreshore and offshore, available to the shellfish
industry. Today more than 90% of Denman’s
west coast is tenured. Some 61% of critical bird
habitat in Baynes Sound is under industry
predator nets, inaccessible to birds and other
marine life. There are many acres of mechanized,
industrial-scale, high density beach, raft, and
long-line operations impeding public access to
the foreshore and offshore. 

What was once a small cottage industry has
been taken over by large industrial scale and often
foreign-owned companies. 

‘We have downplayed the importance of our

beaches and have passively watched while they
have become industrialized, some to the point
where the only life they support is that imposed
on them for commercial harvest.’ The Denman
group holds an annual beach cleaning, picking up
tons of garbage, most of it left behind by the
shellfish industry. 

The presentations on Gabriola, Thetis, Salt
Spring, Galiano, Mayne and Pender Islands have
been organized and funded by the Gulf Islands
Alliance. (For schedule details, see ‘What’s On?’
page 7.)

The Gulf Islands Alliance (GIA), a non-profit
grassroots group from across the islands, was
formed in 2006 to help unite islanders who
support the environmental ‘preserve and protect’
mandate of the Islands Trust Act. 

‘We’ve been monitoring intrusions and
potential intrusions in Islands Trust waters: from
potential oil tanker spills; to damage to Denman’s
beaches, from the lack of a reasonable separation
between industry and shoreline residential and
recreational uses; to the run-off threat of the
proposed Raven coal mine,’ said GIA Chair Dave
Steen.

‘When we saw the Denman group’s
presentation—it’s compelling in its images and
message—we said every Gulf Islander should see
this. Neither ADIMS or GIA have a quarrel with
the purpose and place of a shellfish industry, but
it has to be scaled and managed in a way that the
environment and public interest are protected. 

‘We would like to see Trust Council take a bold
stand and do the right thing to protect its marine
areas. It’s one of its current top three priorities.’ 

Can you keep a secret?
Elizabeth May

Talking about shellfish farms, on 6 islands


