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Island upon island, tranquil in the sea. Looking south from Mount Parke, Mayne Island.

Fair Vote Canada analyses the election,
calls for proportional representation

After an election in which 9,093,630 (51.8%)
votes went nowhere, Justin Trudeau has a
golden opportunity to bring a more democratic
voting system to Canada.
Liberals won a majority with 39.5% of the
popular vote. More than half of all voters were
unable to cast an effective ballot. They now will
wait another four years to have the opportunity
to elect a representative aligned with their
values—or not.
Fair Vote Canada’s executive director
declares ‘Given the distortion of the popular
vote, Trudeau must ensure Canadians will
have equal and effective votes in future
elections. Never again should we face a oneparty, one-man government elected by a
minority of voters. We urge you to work with
all parties and enact voting rules for a true and
modern representative democracy in time for
the next election.’
Canadians voted for change. This election
was a de facto referendum on the last falsemajority government, says Fair Vote Canada.
‘We urge you (Trudeau), as a top priority for
the new government, to establish right away a
multi-partisan task force bringing together
pro-reform citizens and experts. We are calling
on you to design a voting system for Canada in
which every ballot delivers equal
representation, and trust that this process will
not seize on a quick fix that favours only
centrist parties,’ says Jennifer Ross, FVC
Caucus Chair for Liberals for Fair Voting.
In total, 51.8% per cent of Canadian voters
cast votes for losing candidates—with the
riding of Pierre-Boucher-Les PatriotesVerchères casting the most ineffective votes:
71.3% (http://myvoteshouldcount.ca/). A
system of proportional representation could

reduce that number to as low as 5%.
All parties are hurt by the outcome of
Winner-Take-All elections, says Fair Vote.
Across the country:
• 93.88 % of Green Party voters couldn’t
elect a representative
• 76.78% of Bloc voters couldn’t elect a
representative
• 74.5% of NDP voters couldn’t elect a
representative
• 50.98 % of Conservative voters couldn’t
elect a representative, and
• 33.49% of Liberal voters couldn’t elect a
representative

Results Using A Pro-Rep
Election

Under a proportional system the seat count
would have been:
Lib-135, Con-109, NDP-68, Bloc-15, GPC-11.
Last month, over 500 Canadian academics,
including several Fellows of the Royal Society
of Canada, 29 Canada Research Chairs and two
Professors with the Order of Canada, called on
all political parties to work together to bring in
a proportional electoral system.
Fair Vote Canada and its supporters are
asking Justin Trudeau to put the country and
its citizens ahead of party considerations and
build a representative democracy where all
Canadians have the opportunity to equally
participate in the governance and policymaking of Canada.

Fair Vote Canada is a multi-partisan, citizen’s
campaign representing 62,000 Canadians
advocating for voting system reform. FVC
promotes an introduction of an element of
proportional representation in elections at all
levels of government and in civil society. 0
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Let’s Get to “Yes” on a National
Marine Conservation Area

A

Gary Holman, MLA

s a Salt Spring Island resident for 25
years, I consider myself fortunate to live
in the Gulf Islands, and I know how
important the natural beauty and health of our
local environment is to fellow Gulf Islanders.
The waters of the Southern Strait of Georgia
and Salish Sea provide critical habitat for our
Southern Resident Killer Whales and
thousands of other marine species. These
waters are also the lifeblood of our coastal
communities.
As MLA for Saanich North and the Islands,
I regularly hear concerns from my constituents
about increased tanker traffic and proposals
for new industrial projects. The recent oil spill
in Vancouver showed that our ‘world class’ spill
response is anything but! Even for a spill in the
heart of downtown Vancouver and under
perfect conditions, oil spread up to 12kms from
the source, closing down local beaches.
However, it is important to recognize that
the continuing loss of critical marine habitat
such as eel grass beds, and the decline of
keystone species like herring and other
vulnerable species have all occurred
historically due to an accumulation of other
factors. Commercial fisheries in the Gulf
Islands have been largely reduced to the crabs
and shrimps at the bottom of the food chain,
since larger, bigger fish are now scarce.
Quite simply, our marine environment, our
home, is under threat. The bulk of the
channels, straits, reefs and bays that make up
the Southern Strait of Georgia need to be better
managed and protected, and a National
Marine Conservation Area (NMCA) is the best

way to do this.
I hear from many of you about your support
for creating a NMCA, something that our local
island conservancies, along with respected
organizations such as the Canadian Parks and
Wilderness Society, have been championing
for over 20 years. As a former Board member
of the Salt Spring Island Conservancy, as CRD
Director for Salt Spring, and now as an MLA
in the legislature, I’ve also been advocating for
the establishment of the NMCA and protecting
our threatened, southern resident Orca.
The idea of establishing a Conservation
Area to protect these waters is not new. In
1970, world famous ocean explorer Jacques
Cousteau called this area ‘the best temperate
water diving in the world’, but he also noted the
urgent need to protect the southern Gulf
Islands from considerable development
threats and to save species that were already in
decline.
Some 30 years later, after a few false starts,
the BC government and Parks Canada finally
began work on the NMCA in 2003. However,
after more than a decade, little progress has
been made, despite widespread public support.
NMCAs prohibit harmful activities such as
ocean dumping, oil and gas exploration and
extraction and mining, but allow for carefully
managed commercial and recreational fishing,
other sustainable uses like tourism, and must
respect the constitutionally protected rights of
First Nations. According to the Canadian Parks
and Wilderness Society (CPAWS), a 2011 study
for Parks Canada found that National Marine

MARINE CONSERVATION, please turn to page 3
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Islanders organize oil spill workshop in Sidney - Malcolm Inglis and Helen O’Brian

O

You are bound to recognize someone here!

n September 28, the Mayne Island Conservancy Society
convened a regional workshop on community oil spill
preparedness at the Mary Winspear Centre in Sidney.
Conservancy directors Helen O’Brian and Malcolm Inglis
facilitated the half-day workshop, which ran in parallel with a
cross-border economic development forum in an adjacent room.
The cross-border forum included officials: Gulf Island
Trustees, San Juan County Council (SJCC), the Mayor of Friday
Harbour, the Mayor of Sidney, CRD Directors, Economic
Development Commissioners, and our local MP and MLA.
Workshop attendees included regional emergency
management professionals, firechiefs, representatives of the
local commercial fishing and recreational boating communities,
the oil spill cleanup industry—a diverse group brought together
by an interest in protecting our local marine environment.
The workshop began with a presentation by San Juan
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Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
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INFLUENZA SEASON IS HERE
IMMUNIZATION CLINIC INFO
The best way to protect yourself and your family from influenza
(the flu) this season is to get immunized.
For more information or to find out if you are eligible for a FREE
influenza shot: visit www.viha.ca/flu or call HealthLink BC at 8-1-1
If you are eligible for a free flu shot, please bring your Care Card
to one of the following local Influenza Clinics:
SALT SPRING ISLAND: Fri., Nov. 6, 10:30 am – 2:30 pm
Salt Spring Community Gospel Church (1st floor), 147 Vesuvius Bay Road

GALIANO ISLAND: Mon., Nov. 9, 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm
Galiano Island Lions Hall, 992 Burrill Road

SATURNA ISLAND: Mon., Nov. 16, 11:00 am – 3:00 pm
Saturna Island Recreation Centre, 104 Harris Road

PENDER ISLAND: Wed., Nov. 18, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm
Pender Community Hall, 4418 Bedwell Harbour Road, North Pender Is.

MAYNE ISLAND: Wed., Nov. 25, 12:30 pm – 3:30 pm
Mayne Island Community Centre, 493 Felix Jack Road

If you are not eligible please contact your family physician or
local pharmacy about vaccine availability and cost.

County’s Island Oil Spill Association (IOSA), a non-profit
community-based organization that provides prompt, effective,
local oil spill response and prevention throughout San Juan
County, all within five minutes of a launch point.
This was followed by a presentation by Western Canada
Marine Response Corporation, the industry-funded company
designated by Transport Canada as the official spill responder
on Canada’s west coast. WCMRC does work with local
communities and has contractors throughout the province, but
acknowledges there is more to be done in the Gulf Islands. Their
published response time standard in the Gulf Islands is 18 hours
for a spill up to 2,500 tonnes, 72 hours for larger spills.
Tides change in the Southern Gulf Islands about every six
hours. WCMRC is working to improve their response time
through an area response planning initiative, recognizing that
IOSA’s three-hour standard would be hard to meet without

G
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calling on trained locals. Following these presentations there
was vigorous discussion about how to develop spill response
from the bottom up (IOSA style) and the top down (WCMRC
style), and how to make these levels complement each other.
Recommendations from the morning workshop were presented
to the economic development forum in the afternoon.
Over the six months Mayne Island Conservancy has been
looking at the local oil spill risk, members have perceived a rising
awareness and concern among local citizens and politicians. For
example, the Union of BC Municipalities’ annual meeting in
September endorsed a resolution calling for more resources for
local governments to prepare for oil and other hazardous
materials spills, and for a meaningful seat at the table in federal
oil spill planning.
It seems that the more local oganizations work to raise
awareness, the more BC citizens will have an effective voice. 0

Elizabeth May re-elected; rest of the Island goes NDP
reen Party leader Elizabeth May easily retained her
Saanich-Gulf Islands seat in the October 19 federal
election. The remainder of Vancouver Island went solid
NDP orange, with incumbents Randall Garrison (EsquimaltSaanich-Sooke) and Murray Rankin (Victoria) joined by
newcomers Rachel Blaney (North Island-Powell River), Sheila
Malcolmson (Nanaimo-Ladysmith), Alastair MacGregor
(Cowichan-Malahat-Langford), and Gord Johns (CourtenayAlberni).
Canada elected a Liberal majority government, with the
Liberals benefiting from a massive strategic vote against the
Harper Conservatives, who have been in power for almost ten

years. On the Island, it appeared that the strategic anti-Harper
vote went to the NDP, cutting into Green and possibly Liberal
support. Besides Elizabeth May, the strongest Green showing
was from Jo-Ann Roberts in Victoria, who received 33% of the
vote.
Voter turnout across Canada, at 68.5%, was the highest since
1993, with the Vancouver Island ridings well in the running for
the best; Saanich-Gulf Islands scored 79.4%, with several of the
others in the high 70s.
Below are the detailed results for the seven Vancouver Island
electoral areas.

2015 FEDERAL ELECTION RESULTS FOR VANCOUVER ISLAND

PARTY

Courtenay—Alberni

NDP
Conservative
Liberal
Green Party
Marxist-Leninist

CANDIDATE

# VOTES

%

Gord Johns
26,595 38.1
John Duncan
19,631 28.2
Carrie Powell-Davidson 15,166 21.8
Glenn Sollitt
8,190 11.7
Barbara Biley
137 0.2

Voter Turnout: 76.62 %

Cowichan—Malahat—Langford

PARTY

NDP
Liberal
Conservative
Green Party
Marxist-Leninist

CANDIDATE

Alistair MacGregor
Luke Krayenhoff
Martin Barker
Fran Hunt-Jinnouchi

# VOTES

%

21,028 35.6
14,068 23.8
13,633 23.1
10,023 17.0
Alastair Haythornthwaite
263 0.4

Voter Turnout: 73.49 %

Esquimalt—Saanich—Sooke

PARTY

NDP
Liberal
Green Party
Conservative
Communist

CANDIDATE

Randall Garrison
David Merner
Frances Litman
Shari Lukens
Tyson Strandlund

Voter Turnout: 75.94 %

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…
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PARTY

# VOTES

Nanaimo—Ladysmith

NDP
Liberal
Conservative
Green Party
Marxist-Leninist

CANDIDATE

%

23,816 35.0
18,573 27.3
13,578 20.0
11,885 17.5
135 0.2

# VOTES

%

Sheila Malcolmson 22,106 33.1
Tim Tessier
15,836 23.7
Mark Allen MacDonald 15,602 23.3
Paul Manly
13,163 19.7
Jack East
119 0.2

Voter Turnout: 71.41 %

N o r t h I s l a n d — P o w e l l R iv e r

PARTY

NDP
Conservative
Liberal
Green Party

CANDIDATE

Rachel Blaney
Laura Smith
Peter Schwarzhoff
Brenda Sayers

Voter Turnout: 70.69 %
PARTY

S a a n ic h — G u l f I s l a n d s

Green Party
Conservative
Liberal
NDP
Libertarian

CANDIDATE

Elizabeth May
Robert Boyd
Tim Kane
Alicia Cormier
Meghan Jess Porter

Voter Turnout: 79.47 %
PARTY

# VOTES

V ic t o r ia
ia

CANDIDATE

NDP
Murray Rankin
Green Party
Jo-Ann Roberts
Liberal
Cheryl Thomas
Conservative
John Rizzuti
Libertarian
Art Lowe
Animal Alliance/ Jordan Reichert
Environment Voters
Independent
Saul Andersen

Voter Turnout: 77.21 %

%

22,836 40.0
14,960 26.2
14,527 25.5
4,749 8.3

# VOTES

%

# VOTES

%

121

0.2

37,076 54.3
13,263 19.4
11,430 16.8
6,181
9.1
268 0.4

30,147 42.2
23,577 33.0
8,482 11.9
8,425 11.8
528 0.7
198 0.3

All results were taken from Elections Canada.
For country-wide results, go to
http://enr.elections.ca/National.aspx?lang=e.

Your $30 annual voluntary subscription makes a
big difference! Phone 250-216-2267. Thank you!
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Climate talks. . . no time to
Young islander returns from war zone
waste - Elizabeth May, MP
with hope for better world - Frants Attorp
develop a plan for emissions reductions. He
also said he will act on a G20 pledge to phase
out fossil fuel subsidies. He says he’ll ban oil
tankers off of British Columbia’s North Coast,
and invest $200 million every year on clean
technology strategies. He’s also said that he’ll
create a national carbon pricing system.
Climate activists are planning on gathering
in Ottawa before the negotiations to focus
politicians on the work that must be done.
In a nutshell, we need new targets.
We must not wait until after Paris to set
Canada’s target. The targets are part of the
treaty we are negotiating, known as INDCs—
Intended
Nationally
Determined
Contributions. Unless the new government
changes them, Canada is negotiating under
Harper’s target—30% below 2005 levels by
2030. It is the weakest in the G-7. I will push
for our target to be the Green target of 40%
below 2005 levels by 2025. Based on expert
advice (Mark Jaccard and David Sawyer) we
can hit that target, assuming we can stop the
growth in oil sands production. Committing to
a new target will require fed-prov consultations
before November 30 and the opening of the
COP. Much more needs to be done. We have
to un-gag the scientists and organize a crackerjack negotiating team. It is a real challenge for
even a well-meaning PM to pull all this
together in three weeks—from swearing in on
November 4 to the conference opening on
November 30. This is the time for firm
pressure and encouragement. Please send
letters of congratulation that include a serious
demand for real climate action in Paris. The
negotiations are not going well. The latest draft
text is weak and still heavily bracketed
(brackets indicate those sections where
agreement is missing). I will keep Island Tides
readers updated as we race toward the finish
line for global negotiations. 0

Veiled faces and citizenship oath - Patrick Brown

In many Muslim societies, there is a cultural, religious, or legal requirement that women should
wear head coverings when in the presence of any man who
is not a close relative. This custom has been continued for
Body Coverings
many Muslims in Canada, which has given rise to the A hijab, worn by many Muslim
controversy over whether a woman may take the Canadian women, is basically a head scarf
Oath of Citizenship with her face veiled.
that covers the hair but leaves
Initially, government policy, introduced in 2011, banned the full face uncovered.
niqab wearers from taking the oath. The reasons given were
The niqab adds to the hijab
that it was necessary to clearly identify the individual, and a face covering that leaves only
that they should be seen to be speaking the words. Recently, the eyes uncovered.
Prime Minister Harper said in the House of Commons that
The burqa is a flowing
the niqab ban was supported by the ‘overwhelming majority’ garment that covers the entire
of Canadians.
body, from the top of the head
This policy was challenged by Zunera Ishaq, a Muslim to the ground. A mesh portion
immigrant from Pakistan, on religious grounds. She agreed permits the wearer to see out,
to remove her niqab so that she could be identified by an but the eyes are not visible to an
official when she wrote (and passed) her citizenship test two observer.
years ago. But she objected to removing it to take the oath in
public.
It was reported that the government had rejected another suggestion, which was for her to
take the oath in a courtroom where only women were present.
The Federal Court upheld her challenge, over the objections of the government. The
government appealed, and on September 15 lost the appeal in Federal Court. Justice Mary
Gleason supported the lower court ruling, which quoted the Citizenship Act in that citizenship
judges must allow the greatest possible religious freedom when administering the oath. A further
motion by the government for a stay of the ruling, to allow more time for preparation of an appeal
to the Supreme Court of Canada, was denied by the Federal Court of Appeal on October 5. 0

Anyone who meets Cody Bergerud, a 26-yearold who has lived all his life on a Salt Spring
sheep farm, will probably take an immediate
liking to him. To talk to, he is personable,
outgoing, extremely polite, and has a special
quality that signals great compassion and
benevolence of spirit.
Continue your discussion, and you will soon
realize there is much more to this remarkable
young man than first meets the eye. Mundane
chatter quickly gives way to broader social
issues, and, as the ideas start to pour out, it
becomes clear Cody is an intellectual, a deep
thinker who questions just about everything
and is driven by a passion to make this world a
better place for all.
Aside from working on his family's
homestead, Cody spent several years as a
political philosophy major at the University of
Victoria where he developed a strong antipathy
to laissez-faire capitalism. Like many others
who are socially and environmentally aware,
he realized the current economic system leads
to great inequality, suffering and exploitation,
and to widespread environmental destruction.
It also promotes a dehumanizing culture of
competition and ‘survival of the fittest’ which
is linked to alienation, anxiety, and depression.
Earlier this year, this hard-core news junkie
became fascinated by the social revolution
happening among the Kurds in war-torn Syria.
He identified strongly with the Kurds’ struggle
to take control of their own destiny—to defend
their territory and establish a local economy to
provide for their own needs.
‘Their goal is to deliver energy, food,
infrastructure, and social services through a
system of communal economies,’ he explains,
‘It can best be described as an economy of
sharing within a decentralized democracy.’
In response to an inner calling and much to
the dismay of his family, Cody travelled first to
Turkey and then clandestinely across the border
into Kurdish-held northern Syria. He was
initially greeted with some suspicion, but then
with open arms when it became clear he was
there to lend support to the freedom fighters.
After undergoing several weeks of military
training, the world’s least-likely warrior went
to work as a medic along the front lines where
the Kurds were battling both ISIS and forces
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federal government, it was surprising when
this August, a promise was made to complete
the Southern Strait of Georgia NMCA at a cost
of $35 million over 10 years. I know that all
federal parties support a NMCA. I hope this
support across the political spectrum means
we’ll see real progress over the next year.
With widespread support there is no reason
that this cannot happen. We just need to keep
the spotlight on the Southern Strait of Georgia.
I urge you to meet with your MPs and ask them
to act urgently on the NMCA.
Those five baby orcas do not have a voice in
Ottawa, but you do. As residents of the Gulf
Islands we need to advocate for the protection
of this very special place that we all call home. 0
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MARINE CONSERVATION, from page 1

Conservation Areas generate hundreds of
millions of dollars in economic activity and
thousands of jobs. Local commercial,
recreational and First Nations fisheries, as well
as other sectors such as tourism, will all benefit
from restoring and sustainably managing our
marine resources. In short, NMCAs are good
for business.
There is some good news about the state of
our marine environment. Over the past year we
have seen five new killer whales born to our
southern resident population, great news for a
population that has struggled for decades.
These iconic animals face many threats, but we
can reduce or even eliminate many of these
problems.
Given the lack of progress by the Harper

loyal to the brutal dictator Bashar al-Assad.
‘I worked in a field hospital in a town under
siege from ISIS,’ he recounts. ‘We would
tourniquet serious injuries and give the
patients IV lines before sending them on to the
major hospital which was over an hour away.’
In addition to his role as medic, Cody
attended many grassroots meetings focusing
on economic planning and development.
Drawing on his extensive knowledge of
political systems in the west, he was able to
provide valuable insights into what would help
the Kurds reach their goal of an autonomous
state with sustainable communities.
During his six months among the Kurds,
Cody had almost no need for money as so
much was provided by the community. He
experienced a powerful sense of solidarity and
forged many friendships that will no doubt last
a lifetime.
‘Never before have I witnessed such
generosity,’ he says. ‘It seems the less people
have the more they are willing to share.’
Today, back on Salt Spring Island, Cody
reflects wistfully on his time in Syria and the
friends he left behind. But he has learned a lot
from working with the Kurds, and is keen to
share that knowledge with fellow Canadians.
‘There is so much we could be doing at the
local level with regard to energy, food security,
and many other issues,’ he asserts.
So what has to happen to make our
communities more self-sufficient, sustainable,
inclusive, and livable?
‘We need to start thinking about building
local movements around communal at-cost
economics rather than the individual for-profit
operations that dominate our economic
landscape. Accessibility should be our number
one goal. It’s something our social justice and
sustainability movements have struggled with
providing up to this point.’
Asked if he is an idealist who is trying to
build a socialist utopia, he replies: ‘Not at all. I
have seen all these ideas put into practice. If
working together to meet our common needs
is perceived as some kind of utopia, we really
do have a problem. As for being an idealist, I’ll
plead guilty to that. What great
accomplishment didn’t start with a dream?’ 0

BULLETIN
BOARD
SALT SPRING ISLAND

I write from Ottawa on the Thursday after the
federal election. The deadline climate talks, the
21st Conference of the Parties (COP21), will
begin on November 30. The world must be
relieved that Canada is no longer operating
under negotiating instructions from Stephen
Harper. Or, to be more accurate, Canada will
soon cease operating under Harper’s direction.
In fact, from the 19th until the 23rd of October,
a critical negotiating session was held in Bonn,
Germany. During those talks, even after the
election, Canada continued to operate under
Harper’s directions.
Knowing there is no time to lose, I headed
to Ottawa. We have to maintain as much
pressure as possible on our newly elected
government. Justin Trudeau comes with better
intentions to the climate issue, but there were
no detailed campaign promises about how the
Liberals would handle the climate talks. Their
platform contained no targets. From friends at
thinkprogress.org, here is a quick summary of
what was in the Liberal platform:
Trudeau supports Keystone XL, but
opposes the Northern Gateway pipeline, which
would bring tar sands crude from Alberta to
the coast of British Columbia. Since approval
of the Keystone XL pipeline rests with
President Obama, Trudeau’s opinion of the
project doesn’t mean much in a practical sense,
but it does show that he’s not opposed to
building new tar sands pipelines as a rule.
Trudeau also hasn’t taken a firm stance on the
Energy East pipeline, which would carry tar
sands crude from Alberta to Canada’s East
Coast. On Kinder Morgan, the position was
similar to the NDP—‘we’ll look at a better
process.’
Trudeau’s plans for energy and the
environment include inviting all of Canada’s
premiers to attend the UN climate talks in
Paris this year, and holding a first ministers’
meeting on climate change after the talks to
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MEETING

School District #64 (Gulf
Islands). Regular meetings of
the Board of School Trustees
will be held on Tuesday,
November 10, 2015 at Galiano
Community School. Meeting
commencing at 1pm. Public
Welcome! Agenda:
http://sd64.bc.ca/district/school–boa
rd-meetings.
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Editorial

One can almost hear the sigh of relief from sea to sea to sea,
‘Thank goodness that’s over!’ And people are not just thinking
about the election period.
It’s a little sad that we are so pleased just to have stopped the
worst, and that we were not able to think more about the best
our country can be in the very different future that is arriving
fast. But we can now.
There is lots that needs to be done. And Vancouver Island
had tremendous voter turnout, so we are engaged. We must not
let that energy dissipate. Find a public cause close to your heart
and work for it with enthusiasm (as so many of us do).
Now, let’s work for something rather than against
something. Work with your MPs like never before.
Vancouver Island can be truly proud of its Orange Six—an
especial welcome to the Gulf Islands’ Sheila Malcolmson. They

will present a strong team of westcoast energy and ethos in
Parliament. Our Orange Team are a solid block which may now
have the opportunity to modernize the thinking of the NDP,
taking it out of party lockstep and giving it a more progressive
west coast style. Not being in opposition may be a creative
release.
And our Green Leader is back in full flight, straight on to the
Conference of the Parties 21 in Paris. Wouldn’t it be marvellous
if Justin Trudeau made her Minister of Environment? Just
dreaming … though we now have a national government we
can hold to account—about oil tankers, our Coast Guard, our
fisheries, our parks and especially our NMCA (National Marine
Conservation Areas), and about social justice.
Roll up your sleeves, Canada. There’s lots of exciting work
to do.

Build Latrines and They Will Come to
School

Gulf Islands Alliance, a 10-year-old non-profit group of
islanders dedicated to the special ‘preserve and protect’ mandate
of the Islands Trust Act.
Ken understood the impossibility of saving our home
environment if the well-being of other islands and the world
beyond isn’t adequately protected.
Through his work with GIA and earlier, he exerted a positive
influence on the conduct of the Islands Trust for more than 26
years.
At the Trust Council meeting on Galiano in June, Ken
concluded a brief presentation saying, ‘The prescient Islands
Trust Act of 1974, by observing the all-encompassing
importance of the environment, was on the leading edge and
the right side of history, economics and enlightened governance.
We must keep it that way.’
Dave Steen, Thetis Island

Readers’ Letters

Dear Editor:
Educating girls in developing countries is a crucial tool to help
lift them out of poverty. It’s proven that as the percentage of
years of education for girls go up, child marriages and birth rates
go down. An educated girl is less likely to contract HIV, her
future wages will be higher, more of her children will survive
past the age of five and more of her surviving children will be
educated in turn. Yet too few girls finish primary school, fewer
complete secondary school and even fewer get a post secondary
education. One simple thing that would significantly boost their
numbers in schools is toilets with running water. Once a girl
starts menstruating, she needs access to sanitation. The simple
lack of latrines causes too many girls to miss school or to be
pulled out of school altogether. It’s hard enough being a
teenager, try being a girl with her period in a poverty stricken
village. Canada has invested in maternal and child health but
adolescent girls are being left behind. Canada must direct more
foreign aid dollars to educating adolescent girls and providing
their schools with toilets and clean water. Build latrines and the
girls will come to school.
Paulie Duhaime, Calgary

The Anti-Tanker Movement

Dear Editor:
Whatever happened to the anti-tanker movement?
For years, support for a moratorium on tanker traffic on the
west coast was an issue for many British Columbians.
Then it became an issue of ‘no increase in tanker traffic’ and
now it seems to have disappeared or diminished as concern for
west coast residents.
The inevitability of a major oil spill to befoul our oceans and
shores increases exponentially with increased tanker traffic, yet,
it seems that with Harper, Mulcair and Trudeau all supporting
the building of pipelines and the transport of raw bitumen to
the coast; this issue has gone away.
I, for one, would prefer not to accept that destruction of our
ocean habitat with oily, non-dispersing tar is an inevitable
outcome of the final days of the fossil fuel age. Why have we
become so compliant ?
Brian Fisher, Nanaimo

The Trans Pacific Partnership Deal
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Dear Editor:
The Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) trade deal looks like the
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) on steroids.
Yuck. That many economists support both is enough to make
one suspicious.
If NAFTA was so great for Canada, how come worker’s
wages and salaries have stayed the same or declined since the
1970s despite productivity increasing? Not to mention
thousands are now using food banks and many are homeless. I
guess we’re supposed to ignore the majority because a few rich
got obscenely richer from NAFTA.
Both deals give corporations the right to sue Canada for
health and environmental protection laws that may impact their
profits. Assumed profits.
These deals are proof the kid flipping burgers in a fast-food
understands economics better than professors and politicians.
Jim Erkiletian, Nanaimo

Ken Millard

Dear Editor:
Not only was Ken Millard a remarkable champion of
conservation on Galiano Island (Island Tides, Oct 15), he was
deeply committed to the love and care of the natural
environment on all of the Gulf Islands.
Ken was a founding and longstanding board member of the
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Driving on Beaches

Dear Editor:
If a vehicle drove along a path in a park—outrage! If a vehicle
drove along a river bed when salmon eggs were incubating—
outrage! Yet this happens on beaches and it is ignored. Why?
Beaches are not roads but are being treated as such by those
harvesting seaweed, logs and accessing shellfish tenures.
Speaking as a retired shellfish grower and forage fish beach
sampler, there is scientific evidence that this is causing
compaction (from vehicle tires) of forage fish spawning grounds
and crushing any eggs that may be present. Forage fish like
Pacific sand lance and surf smelt are the cornerstone of the
marine food web and feed larger species including salmon. No
forage fish—no salmon. Removing washed up seaweed is also
extremely harmful to the marine ecosystem and believe it or
not, your garden will grow without it. The ocean won’t.
Harvesting beach logs is not only illegal but their removal
allows for an increase in the negative affects of sea level rise. If
common sense isn’t enough to stop you from driving on the
beach, local bylaws, the Fisheries Act, the Land Act, the
Agriculture Act and the Forestry Act all make these activities
illegal. To report a violation, call the Fisheries Observe Record
& Report number 1-800-465-4336 and give them the licence
plate number or file a bylaw complaint with your local
government.
Our oceans are in trouble and it is the duty of all of us to
protect our beaches from habitat destruction.
Edina Johnston, Denman Island

New Ferry Correction

Dear Editor:
I am writing to clarify some misinformation contained in
William Thomas’ article ‘Baynes Sound Connector Fails Sea
Trials’, in Island Tides October 15 edition.
Operational trials and rigorous testing periods are normal
for a new vessel before a ship is put into operational service.
During operational trials and rigorous testing conducted by
Seaspan in conjunction with BC Ferries to date, the new cable
ferry met the design requirements, including speed and lower
fuel consumption compared to the Quinitsa, the vessel currently
in service on this route, however testing continues.
In operational trials, the vessel exceeded its maximum
designspeed of 8.5knots, with the highest speed of 8.7 knots,
and a crossing time similar to the Quinitsa.
All speeds have been achieved on one-engine operation. The
horsepower of one engine is approximately 490, compared to
the Quinitsa, which has four engines at 475 horsepower each.
The trials indicated significantly lower fuel consumption than
the current vessel.
Tension-measuring devices on the cables show the cables
are functioning as planned, and the loads are within the results

LETTERS, please turn to next page

Conservation circles

The Islands Trust Chair and Bowen Island Mayor signed a
letter of understanding on September 15 committing to
delivering the Natural Area Protection Tax Exemption Program
(NAPTEP) on Bowen Island. The signing of the agreement on
Bowen Island completes a circle of protection throughout the
Islands Trust’s islands—and coincides with the 10-year
anniversary of the NAPTEP initiative.
Since its inception in 2005, the program has protected 23
properties with a total land area of about 75 hectares (185
acres). The NAPTEP is a voluntary program and offers 65%
property tax exemption for conservation of privately owned
ecologically important natural areas, watersheds and habitats.

How It Is Done

A dream of summer still.

Photo: Martin Blakesley

News Shorts
The Great British Columbia ShakeOut

BC’s Great ShakeOut event attracted record numbers of
participants this year. 785,000 British Columbians took part in
the ‘drop, cover and hold’ earthquake drill, while worldwide
millions joined them. The annual event helps to raise awareness
of the risk of earthquakes, and to prepare people in the event of
a quake. The drill is paticularily important in BC, where over
3,000 small quakes take place every year. Most are too small to
feel, but scientists estimate that there is a one in ten chance of a
destructive megathrust earthquakes taking place in BC within
the next 50 years.

Thousands Urge BC Government to Protect
Old Growth in the Walbran Valley

Under the organization of the Wilderness Committee, some
5,300 individually-signed postcards were delivered to the
Provinicial Legislature in early October in the hopes of
convincing the BC Government to protect the Walbran Valley
from logging. In addition to the postcards, over 1,000 letters
have so far been emailed to Premier Christy Clark and Minister
of Forests Steve Thomson.
The Wilderness Committee launched the postcard campaign
this summer, after learning that logging company Teal Jones is
planning to cut down old growth trees in the Walbran Valley.
The BC Government issued Teal Jones its first cutblock on
September 18. Activists have requested a meeting with
Thomson, but the request has been denied.

Salish Sea Has 253 Fish Species

That’s about 14% more species than the last time fish were
counted, though it’s obvious that counting fish species is not an
exact science.
But in addition to herrings, salmon, rock cod, and the species
familiar to Gulf Island residents, there has been an invasion of
new species, strange in appearance and with even stranger
names.
A new report, the first survey in some 35 years, by two
University of Washington scientists (Ted Pietsch and Jay Orr)
has recorded the dwarf wrymouth, the northern flashlightfish,
the longsnout prickleback, and the Pacific viperfish. US NOAA
has published their report.
Artist Joe Tomelleri has made drawings of every species, and
these will be published in a book in the next year or so. And so
Salish Sea swimmers can identify the prickly sculpin, the spotted
cusk-eel, the halfbanded rockfish, and the Bering eelpout. If you
can’t imagine what these look like, you’ll have to wait for the book.
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predicted. The cables operate under 15-20 tonnes of tension
and the weight of the cables does not impact the design speed
of the vessel.
Once the shipyard has complied with contractual
requirements and BC Ferries is satisfied, BC Ferries will take
ownership (title transfer) of the cable ferry.
In the meantime, the Quinitsa will continue to operate and
provide our customers with reliable service until the cable ferry
is put into operations.
Mark Wilson, Vice President, Engineering, BC Ferries

Communities Need To Create Plan to
End Salmon Farming

Dear Editor:
Well the Liberals have won a huge majority that will now give
them the power to do big things. Things that ‘the people’ want,
as Justin noted in his victory speech. Not just things that
lobbyists want.

The Islands Trust Fund administers NAPTEP on behalf of the
Islands Trust Council. Qualifying land must have special
features such as undisturbed natural areas with important
ecosystems and must be protected by a conservation covenant
with the Islands Trust Fund. Landowners applying for
NAPTEP are responsible for the costs of surveying and
registering the covenant on title, while the Islands Trust Fund
is responsible for ongoing monitoring costs. Information on
applying for NAPTEP is available online at
www.islandstrustfund.bc.ca/naptep.
Meanwhile, the members of the Union of British Columbia
Municipalities (UBCM) passed resolution B-15 ‘Conservation tax
incentive program,’ asking the Province to implement a property
tax incentive program modelled on Islands Trust’s NAPTEP
initiative. In 2011, UBCM passed a similar resolution requesting
the Province to enable local governments to implement tax
incentive programs to encourage conservation of private land. 0

Cumberland Gets Mid-life Upgrade

The Queen of Cumberland, one of the ferries serving the
Southern Gulf Islands, has reached its mid-life. It’s now time for
an $18 million upgrade, which means the ferry will be away
from Route 5 from November 21, 2015 to April 17, 2016.
The Queen of Cumberland will receive a new entrance/exit
for walk-on passengers on the boat deck level, a new evacuation
system, a pet area, an overhaul of the elevator system, an
upgrade of the stairwells and the disabled washroom, and
upgrades to the security and public address systems.
This calls for another of BC Ferries’ vessel juggling acts. To
handle the morning and late-afternoon Gulf Islands traffic, the
Skeena Queen will leave its usual Swartz Bay to Fulford Harbour
run and will serve Route Nº5. The Bowen Queen will fill in on
the Fulford Harbour run in peak periods, and extra sailings will
be added to serve the Salt Spring Island demand. There will also
be extra sailings on the Vesuvius Bay-Crofton route. The Skeena
Queen and the Bowen Queen will ‘swap routes’ during each
weekday.
There will also be some schedule adjustments. Stay tuned.

BC Plans to Plan New GHG Plan

The Province of BC is planning to develop a new plan to fight
climate change, for presentation at the December COP21
Conference in Paris. This will be an update on the 2007 plan,
which introduced Canada’s first revenue-neutral carbon tax.
The tax was planned to continue increasing year by year, but
the BC Liberal government stopped its rise in 2012. It was widely
credited with reducing the province’s greenhouse gas emissions,
but new developments including fracked gas wells and potential
gas-powered LNG plants have seen the GHG rules relaxed.
Critics currently anticipate that BC’s 2020 GHG emission
targets will be missed.
The provincial government has created a panel of experts to
create a new plan, for presentation in Paris. Prime Minister-elect
Justin Trudeau says he’ll consult the provinces in putting together
the Canadian stance at the Paris Conference of The Parties.

Highway 17 Realignment

Meanwhile getting to the Queen of Nanaimo is changing.
Highway 17, between 56th Street and 48th Street, on the way
to and from the Tsawwassen ferry terminal, is being rebuilt and
realigned. The project is expected to be completed by the end of
the year.
In the meantime, ferry users should allow extra time, and
pay close attention to white lines and traffic control markers,
particularly on coming dark, rainy nights, as the realignment
sometimes creates unexpected shifts in the road. 0
There are thousands of people, dozens of communities, that
now want Canada to move to phase-out salmon farming in
Canada, before it further destroys the biodiversity of coast.
Now is the time to move on this.
Let us deliver a phase-out plan to Trudeau, and to each new
coastal MP. This voice must be loud and consistent.
Many people, organizations, communities and universities
will have to be heard from, this must come at the level of
community organizations as well as that of the individual
activist and ‘environmental group’ level.
On the other side will be the salmon farming lobby that is
well organized at the community level, too, and up till now has
successfully placed ‘control people’ in the higher levels of
government, people that can now be replaced.
The newly coastal elected MPs have to be visited now, before
their agendas are taken over by the salmon farm lobby, who will
also be at their door.
I volunteer to help with ideas, drafts, letters and contacts.
David Ellis, Vancouver
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Saturday, October 31

Halloween Dance with Marafani World Beat‚—dance, enjoy the
haunted house, bonfire, food, and fun •
Community Hall • 7–10pm • Dance Tickets:
$13 in advance, $15 at the door, kids 12-18
$5, and Under12 free, available at Talisman
and Southridge, Info: marafani.com • African
Dance Workshop with N’Nato 1:30 2:45pm, Djembe Drumming Workshop,
2:45–4pm • Workshops: $20 or $30 for both, register at
260.629.6608 or colinandwendi@shaw.ca • PENDER

Friday November 6

IslandSmart Seminar & Series, ‘Socially Responsible
Investing’—enjoy morning coffee and presentation • Pender
Island Health Centre, Meeting Room; • 11am–Noon • Everyone
Welcome, space limited book early; call 250-629-6238, or
bcleal@islandsavings.ca • PENDER

Fri, Sat & Sun, November 6, 7 & 8

Nanaimo Professional Craft Fair—get an early start on
Christmas shopping; lots of mid-Island artisans
offering a variety of crafts, art and handiwork;
hourly door prizes plus a grand prize • FRI 12-8,
SAT 10-5, SUN 10-4 • Beban Park Social Centre
• Admission (unlimited) $4 • Vendor info: 1-250752-2010 or jaynecraftfair@gmail.com •
NANAIMO

Fri, Sat, & Sun, November 6, 7 & 8

38th Annual Creative Craft Fairs—over 125
professional exhibitors; shop for Xmas gifts:
specialty food, stainglass, jewellery, woodwork,
fine art, photography, clothing, homemade
soap, specialty imports; continuous draw prizes
and demonstrations • Pearkes Centre (behind
Tillicum Mall) • Fri: 12-8pm; Sat: 10am-5pm; Sun: 10am-4pm •
Info: www.creativecraftfairs.com • VICTORIA

Saturday, November 7

The Sweet Lowdown In Concert—presented by Colin Hamilton
and Ptarmigan Music • Hope Bay Studio •
7:30pm • Tickets: $20 @ Talisman and
Southridge, only 50 seats so get your tickets
early! • (Also on Gabriola, Nov 8, email:
bobmck@shaw.ca) • Info:
www.thesweetlowdown.ca • PENDER

Saturday & Sunday, November 7 & 8

7th Annual Intuitive Arts Festival—celebrating holistic health and
metaphysics. Psychic readings, energy
healing, alternative medicine & more; 20
workshops, lectures and seminars will help
you heal the past and inspire your spiritual
path • James Bay Community Centre,140
Oswego Street • 12pm to 5pm • Tickets
$10/day, at the door • Info: www.psychicsong.com,
redgatehealingstudio@gmail.com, 778.433.7334 • VICTORIA

Wednesday, November 11

Remembrance Day Swims—enjoy all our amenties; a moment
of silence at 11am; Fun Leader will be on deck running activities
and games with the children from 1– 4pm • Saanich
Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right off Pat Bay Hwy
at Royal Oak exit) • Wednesday: 10 – noon, 1-4pm • SAANICH

Thursday, November 12

Are You Eligible For a Disability Tax Credit?—your chronic
medical condition may be eligible; seminar, Q&A, and
refreshments • Shoal Centre, 10030 Resthaven Drive • 1:30–3pm •
Info: Teresa Young, 250-629-3461 or
teresa.young@enabledfinancial.ca • SIDNEY

Fridays & Saturdays, Nov 13 & 14, 20 & 21

Calendar Girls—a comedy presented by Mayne Island Little
Theatre; a group of women get together
with a risqué idea to raise money for a
cancer facility • Ag Hall • 8pm • Tickets: $15
at the Trading Post, Home Hardware, Farm
Gate • MAYNE

Saturday, November 21

Yuletide Gift Faire—wonderful gifts, crafts and food; kitchen and
concession open • Pender Community Hall • 10am-4pm •
Admission by donation, proceeds go to the Hall • PENDER

Next Deadline: November 4
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Book Review by David Suzuki & Ian Hanington

The right to a healthy environment
ublic health worker Beatriz Mendoza was living near the
Riachuelo River in Buenos Aires, Argentina, when she
started losing feeling in her fingers and toes. Her
neighbours were also experiencing health issues—including
skin rashes, cancers and birth defects—clearly linked to
pollution in the heavily industrialized area. The MatanzaRiachuelo basin is one of the most contaminated waterways in
Latin America.
In 2004, Mendoza and other residents sued the national,
provincial and municipal governments and 44 corporations.
And they won. Environmental lawyer (and Pender-dweller)
David R Boyd describes the case in his book, The Right to a
Healthy Environment: Revitalizing Canada’s Constitution. He
writes that the lawsuit led Argentina’s government to establish
a new river basin authority and put in place clean-up,
restoration and regional environmental health plans.
The government has since increased the number of
environmental inspectors in the region from three to 250, and
created 139 sampling points for monitoring water, air and soil
quality. Three new water treatment plants have been built,
providing clean water to millions of people; 11 sewage-treatment
plants have been built or expanded, also serving millions; 169
garbage dumps have been closed; and 484 polluting industrial
facilities have been shut down.
As Boyd points out, this was possible because Argentina’s
constitution recognizes ‘the right to a healthy environment and
the citizens’ power to defend their rights through the judicial
system.’ It’s a right that people in more than 100 countries

F

worldwide enjoy. Canadians are not among them.
Our Charter of Rights and Freedoms gives us freedom of
expression, equal protection from discrimination and the right
to life, liberty and security of the person. But one fundamental
right is notably absent—to live in an environment conducive to
health and well-being, with clean air, water, soil and biological
diversity. As Boyd writes, ‘In a country where Nature is an
integral element of our national identity, and in an era where
scientific evidence establishes our basic dependence on a
healthy environment, it is striking that our constitution makes
no reference to it.’
Boyd makes a convincing case for the necessity of such
constitutional protection. He points to evidence from more than
100 nations demonstrating that, ‘constitutional entrenchment
of environmental rights and responsibilities contributes to
stronger laws, increased enforcement, an enhanced role for
citizens, and improved environmental performance.’
Although the idea of a constitutional right to a healthy
environment is gaining support, it does have its detractors,
including some government and industry insiders in Canada.
The Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers argues such
a law would harm our economy, and some government
representatives claim it would hinder tar sands and other
industrial development. Boyd doesn’t buy it. He notes that
constitutional rights must be balanced against competing rights.
For example, free speech comes with restrictions against
pornography, hate literature, false advertising, and so on.
Evidence from countries with environmental rights, such as

Norway, also shows the shakiness of the economic argument.
‘Rather than trumping economic activity,’ Boyd writes, ‘the right
to a healthy environment would compel, or at least increase the
likelihood of, sustainable development.’
And, even though there is still much to be done in
Argentina’s Matanza-Riachuelo River Basin, people there are
already enjoying significantly improved living conditions,
including a stronger local economy.
Getting the right to a healthy environment enshrined in
Canada’s Constitution won’t be easy. We’re headed in the
opposite direction, with environmental protections and laws
being rolled back or gutted, mostly in the name of keeping us
tied to a resource-extraction economy. And despite our
country’s abundant water, many people, especially in First
Nations communities, don’t have access to clean drinking water.
It’s time to address Canada’s dismal and worsening
environmental record. If all of us—‘Canadians of all ages, all
backgrounds, all provinces and territories, and all political
persuasions’—work together, we can make it happen.
The Right to a Healthy Environment: Revitalizing Canada’s
Constitution, UBC Press (2012) $29.95.
David Boyd is one of Canada’s leading environmental
lawyers, an adjunct professor at Simon Fraser University, and
an advisor on environmental policy to governments in Canada
and Sweden. He is also an international expert on human rights
and the environment, assisting countries from Iceland to
Tunisia in securing constitutional protection for the right to a
healthy environment. He is a resident of Pender Island. 0

Restoring a Japanese Charcoal Pit Kiln on SSI

ew of us know much about the Japanese settlers to the
Southern Gulf Islands who began to arrive in the late
1800s, many from the Japanese prefecture of
Wakayama. They brought with them sophisticated technology
that contributed in significant ways to British Columbia’s
fledgling economy, including the ancient Japanese art of
charcoal-making. The charcoal made in Wakayama, known as
Bincho-tan, was prized in Japan because it burned especially
hot, and was famous for making the best samurai swords and
the finest porcelain. Using this technology, these pioneers
manufactured and supplied much-needed charcoal for several
BC industries including salmon canning, explosives, and
smithing.
Galiano’s Steve Nemtin, an educator and avocational
archeologist, has been quietly unearthing, researching and
piecing together this small but important piece of our history
for over thirty years. (I first introduced Steve to Island Tides’
readers four years ago.) An inveterate outdoorsman, he has,
over the years, discovered six different charcoal pit kilns halfburied in the woods around Galiano. With the help of Galiano
schoolchildren and his two sons, Steve has restored two of them,
one in Galiano’s historic Bluff Park, which was dedicated in a
moving ceremony fourteen years ago. This historic site has
received a lot of attention and visitors from all over the world
over the years, and a reproduction is featured in Mayne Island’s
Japanese Garden.
Early this year, Steve received a telephone call from Rose
Murakami on Salt Spring Island, who was spearheading a
campaign to restore two charcoal pit kilns near Ganges. Rose
asked Steve if he knew about these pit kilns, built by Isaburo
Tasaka around 1905 and located in what is now known as
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Mouat Park. Steve certainly did; his research into the charcoal
pit story had included a camping trip to Mouat Park in the early
1980s, where he and his two young sons located and explored
the abandoned pits. One was similar to the one he had already
stumbled upon on Galiano, while the second was almost twice
as large. Rose Murakami asked Steve Nemtin if he would help
restore these pits, and her request was followed up by Rumiko
Kanesaka, president of the Salt Spring Japanese Garden
Society, who was helping Rose organize the project and secure
funding.
Steve felt honoured to be asked. He donated his services, and
members of Salt Spring’s Parks and Recreation staff followed
suit, donating some of their services in kind. Others then joined
the restoration team, including Andrew Currie, a stonemason
who has long lived on Salt Spring.
Andrew was drawn to the historical significance of these
half-buried rock mounds, which he likened to the Celtic cairns
he remembered from his childhood in Scotland. The group
decided to begin by restoring the larger of the two charcoal pits.
They redefined the perimeter and dug out the pit, carefully
taking out all the rocks on the inside and taking the pit down to
its base. ‘It’s just like a castle that’s been shot to bits,’ Andrew
Currie said, ‘we’re going to rebuild it.’
It was a joyful experience working with the PARC people,
says Steve. They quickly established a strong camaraderie, and
yet they were all awed by the significance of what they were
doing: reconstructing history. First they had to find the
fireplaces, or fire outlets, and the chimney flues. On Galiano,
the restored tear-shaped pit kilns have one central fire outlet
directly across from the entrance, with a flue on either side of it.
The Salt Spring team assumed they would simply find a larger
version of the Galiano pit, with three flues instead of two.
Instead, they discovered a significantly different structure, oval
rather than tear-shaped, with three fire outlets, each with a
chimney flue built into the wall directly behind it to allow for
more precise air control.
The first three stages of the restoration were completed
towards the end of the summer, but the mystery was not over.
Something was bothering Steve; his discomfort had something
to do with how the floor of the pit was sloping up to the walls.
And so a week later he went back again by himself, took a shovel
and began digging near the central fire outlet; he dug deep
enough to see bits of coal imbedded in the clay far below the
surface. Next he dug in front of the fire outlet on the right, and
was rewarded by a thump beneath his shovel. He had
discovered what turned out to be a sub-floor made of thick cedar
rails.
Steve reported his findings to the restoration team, they
explored further, and together they discovered a very complex,
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- Heather Carmen Martin

three-tiered floor structure designed to create sophisticated air
passages that maximized airflow. Back on Galiano, Steve went
to Bluff Park to see if there was a similar floor in the restored
teardrop-shaped kiln, and discovered that indeed there was. It
was something he’d missed entirely the first time around, and
something that he will have to redress.
Now comes what—for Steve—is the most amazing part of
the story. Thirty years ago he had begun writing to the Sumi
Yaki No Kai, the ancient Japanese society dedicated to the art
of charcoal-making, describing the pit kilns he had found and
requesting information about them. Though he had repeated
his request several times over the year, because his letters were
in English, he had received no reply. A month ago he received
an email from Rumiko Kanesaka. Unbeknown to him, she too
had decided to contact the society, in Japanese this time, to
report the Salt Spring findings, and had just received an answer.
The society confirmed that the Wakayama prefecture also
had examples of oval-shaped kilns, known as the Kishu method;
the key to discovering whether the Salt Spring kiln was indeed
a Wakayama design was to look for mounds of charcoal on the
perimeter of the pit. The restoration team had already found
such mounds of charcoal, several inches thick, when they
cleared the entrance to the kiln.
The Sumi Yaki No Kai also sent videos of working charcoal
pits, which solved another mystery. Wakayama charcoal
makers carefully mixed clay, sand and water together, creating
a ceramic seal covering the kiln that allowed it to reach the
highest temperatures. After the firing, they would open the
ceramic dome, cutting out a section at the front to do so, in order
to rake out the coal; this section was replaced for the next burn.
This process had clearly been replicated on Salt Spring; the team
had found sections of ceramic dome, seven inches thick, on the
perimeter of the kiln, something that had not been found on
Galiano.
Steve now has many more questions, but is thrilled that, after
thirty years of waiting, he is finally receiving answers from the
experts in Japan.
The Salt Spring restoration is now almost complete, thanks
to the efforts of the Salt Spring Parks and Recreation
Commission, including Dan Ovington, Kirk Harris and crew
members Blair, Justin, and Joe Clemente, in partnership with
the Japanese Garden Society of Salt Spring, and of mason
Andrew Currie.
Signage is currently being designed by Phil Vernon Design,
and will be installed on panel boards around the site in the near
future. These panels include detailed drawings of the charcoalmaking process. Along with the lovingly restored site, they will
certainly be worth a visit. 0
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Hello Powell River!

Island Tides has a new Serious Coffee pick-up location—at the
new Serious Coffee in Powell River. Good things do spread
around—Vancouver Island’s coffee chain has expanded to the
Mainland. (Quite fitting, I suppose, since Powell River is now
in the redrawn North Island federal EDA).
Just as we get requests to deliver the print newspaper a bit
wider, so Serious Coffee gets request to take its brews to more
towns (see ad front page for the locations where you can pick
up Island Tides).
So, last time I was at the Duncan HQ delivering the Island
Tides—which then get delivered, with the coffee, tea and baked
goods, to the Serious Coffee stores—I noticed the
announcement of an official grand opening. A quick phone call
to Powell River coffee shop manager Tara Adams and, hey
presto, we have a new location.

Gulf Islands Trails Society Celebrates First
Birthday! - Paul LeBlond

The Gulf Islands Trails Society (GITS) was created last year as
an umbrella organization in support of existing trail building
organizations on the Southern Gulf Islands. As a group, we can
obtain insurance coverage at a lower cost, share experience and
join in multi-island activities. Members of GITS, representing
the Galiano Trails Society, Mayne Island Pathways And Trails
Association, and Moving Around Pender recently met in Hope
Bay for GITS’ second AGM to discuss progress in trail
development on their respective islands. (The Saturna
Recreation Society is also a member of GITS).
Member societies work mainly to establish trails through
private lands, entering into agreements with property owners
for permission to develop the trails and provide in return

liability insurance coverage. The Societies also promote roadside trails on Ministry of Transport and Infrastructure rightsof-way. An inter-island project that was discussed as a potential
add-on during next summer’s Tour des Iles, was a
Walking/Hiking Festival, featuring trails on each island. If you
have an idea for a trail on your land (or your island) please get
in touch. We welcome suggestions. For information on GITS
and its members, please contact Irene Barrett
(barrett@shaw.ca).

Medicine Beach, A Nature Sanctuary for 20
Years

For several decades, Gulf Islanders have been pitching in to
create a future for special natural spots. The remarkable thing
is that these huge efforts themselves pay back residents by
creating the community which makes living on the islands so
rich and worthwhile.
A belated beach ‘birthday party’ on October 17, reminded us
about one of these special campaigns. The event celebrated
Pender’s Medicine Beach Nature Sanctuary and the community
which made it possible.
In April 1995, Medicine Beach wetland at the head of
Bedwell Harbour became a nature sanctuary when Pender
residents celebrated the successful culmination of a fundraising
campaign to save the marsh at Medicine Beach.
The effort behind this campaign began more than a year
earlier when the Pender Islands Conservancy Association
(PICA) negotiated with the property owners, the Atkins family
of Vancouver, for an option-to-purchase the 20-acre parcel of
waterfront that included the 5-acre marsh. The purchase price
of $477,000 was just under the assessed value of $500,000 and
was a daunting figure in the eyes of the conservancy’s directors.

Two different worldviews SDGs and TPP - Patrick Brown
You’ve heard about the Trans Pacific Partnership but not so
much about the United Nations’ Sustainable Development
Goals. The Trans Pacific Partnership terms are restrictions for
the benefit of multinational corporations. The United Nations’
Sustainable Development Goals are aspirations for human
society on this planet (see page 8).

A Revealing Comparison

While both were created through multinational negotiations,
including some of the same nations, during the same time
period (concluding in mid-2015), the two agreements are in
stark contrast, in scope and scale.
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) started with the
UN conference in Rio de Janiero in 2012, and the Trans Pacific
Partnership (TPP) started on the sidelines of an APEC (Asia
Pacific Economic Cooperation) forum in Honolulu in
November 2011.
The SDGs are concerned with improvements in the human
condition, from poverty and health to environment, institutions,
and democracy. The TPP is concerned with improvements in
corporate profitability, from trade and investment to patents
and regulations.

Sustainable Development Goals - True
Global Scope

The SDGs were negotiated in thirteen sessions of an Open
Working Group of the UN, and agreed on by 192 UN member
states. They were guided by the requirement to write goals that
are ‘action oriented, concise and easy to communicate, limited
in number, aspirational, global in nature, universally applicable
to all countries, while taking into account different national
realities, capacities and levels of development and respecting
national policies and priorities’.
Quite a tall order, you might think. Particularly for the entire
world, and especially recognizing unique national
circumstances. But ‘aspirational’: the 17 goals that were agreed
upon are hopes, targets to be aimed at, many of them quite
specific in their measurability.
They are not laws or regulations, but neither are they a mere
‘wish list’. They embody a clear-eyed view of the future,
particularly for the next fifteen years, until 2030. They can guide
humankind in shaping our legacy for a generation which is just
now being born.
They are clearly published in several languages. In their
English version, they have their fair share of ambiguities, of
euphemisms, of fuzzy language. They contain a mixture of pure
goals, without specific means of achievement; and goals which
propose processes with vaguely specified results. But some
sections clearly set out both targets and how the world may
achieve them.
One may conclude that this mixture reflects the historical
pattern of human progress.

‘All About Us’ Scope of Trans Pacific
Partnership

On the other hand, the TPP does not attempt to set out its
ambitions for the human condition. It starts from the
assumption that the world is the better for free market
capitalism, unfettered international trade and investment, and
deregulation. With an implicit idea that everything else will take
care of itself.
That is, part of the world will be better for it. Because, of
course, Trans Pacific Partnership, grand though it may sound,
is limited to just twelve nations out of some forty with Pacific
Ocean shores, selected for a variety of economic and political

reasons, some not apparent.
However its scope actually appears even more limited; it
seems self-evident that its intent is to make these nations a safe
playing field for US-centric multinational corporations.
China and Russia, both members of APEC, are not included,
despite their undoubted economic significance. Only Chile and
Peru are included from South America. Canada, the US, and
Mexico are included, possibly reflecting a desire to renegotiate
some of the terms of NAFTA, which is now twenty years old.
But nations with underdeveloped economies or markets are
excluded.
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The plan they presented to the membership was to have an
eight-month fundraising campaign. The Islands Trust Fund
Board, an Agent of the Crown, had agreed to a request from
PICA to hold the property title, thus eliminating future property
taxes on the property and creating tax advantages for potential
donors to the campaign. Once the property was secured for
protection, PICA would manage it under agreement with the
Trust Fund Board.
The Atkins family set the wheels in motion with an initial
donation of $100,000. Suddenly PICA only had to raise
$377,000. Psychologically this seemed to be achievable. The
campaign began September 1, 1994 and the community
responded enthusiastically. Over 37 events were held during the
next eight months including a celebrity dinner hosted by James
Barber, a huge barn dance, an art show, concerts, an auction, a
home and garden tour, and many other activities involving all
segments of the community. In the end these community efforts
raised $267,000 towards the goal.
This visible community support also helped PICA to secure
additional funding for the project from other sources: $70,000
from the Habitat Conservation Fund of the BC Ministry of the
Ministry of the Environment, $50,000 from Wildlife Habitat
Canada, $10,000 from the Nature Conservancy of Canada, and
$10,000 from the CRD.
With the mounting success of the campaign, the Atkins family
increased their initial donation to $127,000 and the fundraising
thermometer located at the Driftwood went over the top.
PICA is still responsible for looking after Medicine Beach. In
the past year we have added new trail markers, doggy pots, and
the framework for an information kiosk which will have three
panels with information about the First Nations use of the area
and the ecology of the intertidal zone, marsh and upland area. 0

through continued transition into an industrial, and necessarily
trading, economy. The details emphasize the benefits, and avoid
the disadvantages, of ‘economic development’, with
considerable emphasis on ‘least developed countries’.
On the other hand, the TPP is not much concerned with least
developed countries. Its emphasis is to ensure all TPP Parties
(nations) will emerge as ‘more prosperous societies with strong
markets’. Other nations? Maybe not so much.

Pharmaceuticals

One area of potential conflict between these two documents lies
in the area of pharmaceuticals and ‘medical devices’.
The Products It’s About
Pharmaceutical companies expend large amounts of money in
All trade and investment agreements are defined, not only by researching, inventing, testing, obtaining national approvals,
who is included, but who, or what, is not. In the case
marketing and distributing these. Their profit model calls for
of the TPP, there is an astonishing emphasis on
setting high prices in their early marketing, and initial
special regulatory privileges and protections
selling in nations where there is sufficient wealth
‘These two
for pharmaceuticals, for cosmetics, for
(and need) to ensure good profits and a quick
agreements, then,
textiles, for ‘prepackaged foods and food
return of their considerable front end costs.
provide a remarkably clear
additives’; and for the regulatory
But manufacturers of generic medications are
illustration of the global
protection of new areas of trade, such as
quick to jump in whenever patent protection for
conflict between the public
electronic commerce, and financial
brand-name drugs expires. So it is important for
interest and the
services.
brand-name pharmaceutical companies to
protection of private
maintain patent protection as long as possible in all
Transparent Goals, Secret
profits. ’
the markets in which they sell. It is clear that this
Aims
became a major issue in TPP negotiations, for many less
Here lies another major difference. The SDGs are
developed nations can only afford generic medications, yet
published; the TPP is anything but transparent, its text has not
they may have just as much need.
yet been made public.
The SDG health and well-being goals express this need. The
A few partial drafts have been published by the espionage
TPP’s drug patent provisions conflict with it.
leak website WikiLeaks, but they may be out-of-date or
Dispute Settlement
represent particular bargaining positions. Even now, with
The
TPP
includes,
as do most trade and investment agreements
‘agreement’ announced by Canada’s government, it is unclear
between nations, a provision for arbitration, then mediation,
what has been agreed to.
The TPP negotiations have been surrounded by secrecy, then hearings in a process known as ‘Investor-State Dispute
although it does appear that the industries and corporations Settlement’ (ISDS). This court-like procedure enables a foreign
concerned have had continuing access to negotiators and texts. corporation to avoid a national justice system completely, and
initiate a claim against a nation for investments or profits
The text is now said to be under legal review.
(A similar ‘agreement’ on CETA, the Comprehensive purportedly lost because the host government has passed
Economic and Trade Agreement between Canada and the legislation, or enforced regulations, which affect the
European Union, was announced some time ago, but is still corporation’s activities.
The ‘chill’ of such potential claims challenges the sovereignty
subject to legal ‘scrubbing’, review, and of course, ratification.)
of nations, and their willingness to legislate in their public
Legal Clarity
interest. Or their ability to take measures in pursuit of the SDGs.
The TPP is, of course, intended to be legally binding, unlike the
The amount of money claimed can be considerable, and such
SDGs. This does mean that legal clarity is a necessity. So it is
judgements are enforceable. It is interesting that a specific TPP
particularly disturbing that much of the TPP ‘fine print’ is
provision appears to block tobacco companies from using ISDS
contained in numerous ‘annexes’ dealing with particular
to claim lost profits from anti-smoking legislation, as in
exclusions from the general terms, or ‘side agreements’ between
Australia.
various nations.
Conflict
It appears that there may be a number of provisions that
The
TPP
does
have
economic
and political goals, though they
would require changes in legislation to ensure that domestic
laws align with standards set by the TPP, or with current US are not clearly identified. It could be accused of ‘cherry-picking’
law. Copyright and patent laws may be vulnerable to this, but its Parties (nations) to suit them. Additionally, certain industries
and corporations, which see potential benefit from legal, and
at the moment we only have rumours and leaks.
The SDGs and Economic Development sometimes monopoly, protection throughout the Pacific Rim
nations in which they operate have taken the opportunity of the
A reading of the complete SDGs makes it perfectly clear that
TPP to ensure legal protection for their position everywhere.
they embody the assumptions that the existing world economic
The SDGs, on the other hand, do not have any legal status,
systems will continue. Goal 8, for example, reads ‘Promote
but do carry the cachet of global political legitimacy. They
sustained, inclusive, and sustainable economic growth, full and
assume world economic structure as it is now, and hope to use
productive employment and decent work for all.’ Goal 9 reads
it to improve human rights and living standards everywhere.
‘Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable
These two agreements, then, provide a remarkably clear
industrialization and foster innovation.’
illustration of the global conflict between the public interest and
The clear implication of these two goals, and others, is that
the protection of private profits. 0
the betterment of the human condition is expected to come
www.islandtides.com
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Saturna Notes

- Priscilla Ewbank

Big, crunchy gold leaves are everywhere. This is a gardener’s dream year for mulching gardens
with truckfuls of maple leaves. The evergreens are dropping debris everywhere. Car windshields
and air intake grilles are stuffed with tawny fir needles and cedar leaflets and road edges are
rimmed with gold as the long, dry summer’s desiccation falls.
The last dragonflies are hunting in the pastures and at Haggis Farm one lone hummingbird
regularly does the rounds. In the last week, I have seen, in quite different places, the tiniest of
snakelets—like spiffy, new shoelaces—speeding along. They must hibernate soon and emerge
with the rest of the crew late next spring when the sun warms the soil.

Saturna Votes

Photo:Toby Snelgrove SNELGROVEimages.com

‘I’ve got my eye on you…’ Sealion keeps a watch while making way, almost
all of its 1,000kg is underwater.
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Moon Date

New: November 11

Full: November 25

When I became a Canadian citizen, I was exultant. October 16 was my date to sit in those wooden
chairs, look around at all the young, old and in-between of so many nationalities, rising together,
saying our oath of allegiance to our new country. Someone took a picture of Jon and I, dressed
in our finery, walking down Government Street, holding hands, me holding a bouquet of flowers
from Jon, big smiles—a brand new citizen of Canada!
I love to vote! In BC, we women have had the right to vote since April 5, 1917— only 98 years
ago. For women in Quebec their right to vote came in 1940 and status aboriginal women began
casting their vote in 1951. We are a force to be reckoned with and we haven’t even had the
franchise for 100 years!
I am old enough to remember hearing women in the first ten years of my life here on Saturna
Island say variations of ‘Oh, I always let my husband decide how we will vote’, and to hear from
young women saying ‘Oh I never vote. They are just going to do what they want to anyway’. And
now, lots of women, young and old, who are so proud to live in a country that agrees that
democracy as a form of governance is the best and that we all have a say in who will represent us.
Saturna always has a huge voter turnout but I have never witnessed as much energy and
interest as I have seen in this election.
I love the formality of voting on Saturna. A steady stream of neighbours files in. About six
islanders are set up and seated. We stand in lines and proceed as instructed. We get our ballot—
a folded piece of paper—make a big ‘x’ next to our choice of candidate, take a deep breath, wish
our candidate luck and thank them for running and then slip that piece of paper we marked into
a cardboard ballot box. No slippy slidy voting machines for us Canadians!
That’s it for my part—I studied the candidates, the voting patterns, and I voted! 0
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Sustainable development goals adopted by UN
Patrick Brown

n Friday, September 25, the United
Nations adopted seventeen new
Sustainable Development Goals with
targets to be achieved by 2030. The new Goals
follow the Millenium Development Goals,
many of which were reached by their 2015
target dates.
The goals are ambitious. But like the
previous MDGs, they are not to be achieved by
United Nations actions alone; they are goals for
the world.
1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere
2. End hunger, achieve food security and
improved nutrition and promote sustainable
agriculture
3. Ensure healthy lives and promote wellbeing for all at all ages.
4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality
education and promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all.
5. Achieve gender equality and empower
all women and girls.
6. Ensure availability and sustainable
management of water and sanitation for all.
7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable,
sustainable and modern energy for all.
8. Promote sustained, inclusive and
sustainable economic growth, full and
productive employment and decent work for
all.
9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote
inclusive and sustainable industrialization and
foster innovation.
10. Reduce inequality within and among
countries.
11. Make cities and human settlements
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable.
12 Ensure sustainable consumption and
production patterns.
13. Take urgent action to combat climate
change and its impacts.
14. Conserve and sustainably use the
oceans, seas and marine resources for
sustainable development.
15. Protect, restore, and promote

sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems,
sustainably manage forests, combat
desertification, and halt and reverse land
degradation and halt biodiversity loss.
16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies
for sustainable development, provide access to
justice for all and build effective, accountable
and inclusive institutions at all levels.
17. Strengthen
the
means
of
implementation and revitalize the Global
Partnership for Sustainable Development
(acknowledging that the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change is
the primary international, intergovernmental
forum for negotiating the global response to
climate change).
Backing up each of these goals are many subgoals, most with actual quantitative targets
included. By way of examples, Goal 3—healthy
lives—has 13 sub-goals including the following:
3.1 By 2030, reduce the global maternal
mortality ratio to less than 70 per 100,000 live
births
3.2 By 2030, end preventable deaths of
newborns and children under 5 years of age,
with all countries aiming to reduce neonatal
mortality to at least as low as 12 per 1,000 live
births and under-5 mortality to at least as low
as 25 per 1,000 live births
3.3 By 2030, end the epidemics of AIDS,
tuberculosis, malaria and neglected tropical
diseases and combat hepatitis, water-borne
diseases and other communicable diseases
3.4 By 2030, reduce by one third premature
mortality from non-communicable diseases
through prevention and treatment and
promote mental health and well-being
Other sub-goals deal with narcotic use,
alcohol, road traffic accidents, family planning,
universal health coverage, vaccines, pollution
and contamination, tobacco, the health of the
workforce in developing countries, and
management of national and global health
risks. 0

Cus
Pre
ef
Re
Specialis
Costal dealers Nicholby’s Building & Inspection
spection Servic

āċĉĉĉċĂĊćċĉĀĆĊƫƫƫƫƫƫƫƫ wintonhomes.c
nhomes.ca
www.islandtides.com

