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Apples galore: a community apple juice pressing at Mayne’s Agricultural Hall in Miners Bay.

Pender Fire/Rescue fundraiser achieves goal - Brigitte Prochaska Carney warns of fossil

Thanks to the incredible support of Pender Island residents and
community groups, $100,750 was raised (exceeding the target
of $85,000) for the Pender Island advanced fire/rescue training
facility.
Added to this is a generous endowment of $110,000 from
the Robert L Conconi Foundation, which was presented to Chief
Charlie Boyte by the foundation’s executive director, Sanja
Simic, during a ceremony at Pender Island Fire Rescue’s Open
House on October 10.
A total of $210,750 will go towards the second phase upgrade
of the training facilities at Fire Hall #1, with work to commence
immediately.
‘Local, affordable training that ensures our firefighters can
refresh all their skills and techniques regularly means when you
call for help, someone will come who knows exactly what to do.
That is what we all get out of this project. Effective training that
challenges our firefighters to be the best they can be will improve
the quality of service delivered in our communities, keep our
firefighters much safer in their work, and is critical to the long
term sustainability of our firefighting and rescue services,’ said

News In Brief

China Imposes Coal Duties

After a decade without them, China has decided to impose
tariffs on coal imports: 3% on anthracite and coking coal, noncoking coal at 6%, and 5% on briquettes and other fuels.
The duty comes as a surprise for China’s normal
suppliers–Canada, the US, and Australia. It is apparently a
protectionist move; 70% 0f Chinese mines were losing money,
and more than half owed wages.
While Canada has an investment agreement (FIPPA) with
China, it has no trade agreement which might have protected
Canadian mines against such a development. Indonesia,
China’s second-largest supplier, is exempt from the new tariffs.
The reasons, however, are not all financial. China, plagued
by polluted air, has ‘declared war’ on old and dirty steel, cement,
and coal plants.

is at these

Chief Charlie Boyte.
This new facility will ultimately provide realistic and complex
training for multi-level live fires—including below grade
attacks–and equipment to train for confined-space rescue, selfextrication, and forced entries. The exterior of the structure will
continue to improve training for roof ventilation techniques as
well as ladder and rope rescue skills.
The facility is a cost-effective option that will supply excellent
realistic training grounds and include environmental features
to reduce gas emissions and water use. It will allow firefighters
to train more often and more effectively, while keeping them
close at hand when emergencies strike. Fire departments from
the neighbouring Gulf Islands will also be encouraged to utilize
the training centre.
Pender Island Fire/Rescue is a dynamic, rural volunteer fire
department with 36 firefighters and 65 auxiliary members who
respond to approximately 240 emergency calls annually.
The Robert L Conconi Foundation is a private family
foundation established in 2003 to inspire lasting change and
better communities in BC. 0

Hupacasath Puts China On Notice

The Canada-China Foreign Investment Promotion and
Protection Agreement (FIPPA) was ratified by Canada
September 12 and came into force October 1. The government
did not wait for the outcome of a court challenge from the
Hupacasath First Nation.
On October 8, the Hupacasath wrote to the Chinese Premier
to make it clear that since the Government of Canada had not
consulted the Hupacasath before enacting an agreement that is
intended to bind all of Canada, the Hupacasath would not be
bound by the treaty, and will not welcome any attempt by
Chinese state-owned corporations to invest in Hupacasath
territory.
The letter makes it clear that the First Nation’s dispute is with
NEWS IN BRIEF please turn to page 2

fuel stranded assets
Patrick Brown

Bank of England Governor Mark Carney warned a World Bank
seminar early in October that oil, gas and coal reserves in the
ground can’t all be used because the resulting greenhouse gases
would create an unacceptable level of climate change. Carney
was formerly the governor of the Bank of Canada.
Carney’s concern matches statements by Bill McKibben of
350.org, and Naomi Klein in her new book, This Changes
Everything.
But saying so to an international banking group is significant.
The share prices of the world’s largest fossil fuel corporations
depend on promised future profits. Those profits depend on the
extraction and sales of oil, gas, and coal.
In fact, valuing fossil fuel reserves in the ground amounts to
a gigantic bet by the fossil fuel companies that world
governments will be unable to act to prevent greenhouse gas
concentrations from continuing to climb. The world’s average
temperatures might become unbearable, but Exxon, Shell, etc
share prices will not be affected: that’s the corporate gamble.
If the reserves cannot be extracted and burned, they should
be referred to as ‘stranded assets’. This is the general term for
assets that a corporation has purchased, but can’t use and can’t
sell.
‘The vast majority of reserves are unburnable,’ said Carney.
Who is listening? 0
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A panorama of Montague Harbour, Galiano Island.
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Heartwood
Energy Classes

eartwood Folk School is teaching energy
classes on November 1 at the Pender Island
Community Hall. The workshops will focus
on solar thermal, photovoltaics, heat pumps, wind,
water, and geothermal energy options.
Teachers for the classes are Thomas Teuwen
and/or James Smyth from Camosun Solar; Dave
Needs from GabEnergy on Gabriola Island; Ian
Gartshore from Shore Energy; and Zorah Staar of
Heartwood School. The workshops will discuss
incentives and local options for renewable energy.

Exceptional Achievement Bursary

Gulf Islands School District graduate Andrea Lee has
recently been awarded a Western Communities
Foundation Exceptional Achievements Citation and
Bursary Award. Andrea helped to raise and support
three younger siblings in her single parent home,
maintaining high academic standards even as she
balanced three part-time jobs. She is described by
school counselors as an ‘extraordinary individual
with a humble spirit.’
Each year, the Western Communities Foundation
invites teaching, support staff, and school council
members to make nominations for the bursary
awards. Created by Western Financial Group’s
founder, Scott Tannas, the awards were designed to
recognize students for outstanding contributions to
their local communities and school while
overcoming adversity. Western Communities
Foundation would like to commend Andrea for her
hard work and determination.

NEWS IN BRIEF from page 1

Canada and not with China, and that the manner in
which FIPPA was ratified has the effect of embroiling
China in a Canadian domestic dispute. The letter is
intended to set a precedent for First Nations across
Canada.

Federal Government Blamed
For Sawmill Closure

Sheila Malcolmson, the NDP candidate for the new
federal riding of Nanaimo-Ladysmith, is placing the
blame for the closure of Western Forest Product’s
Nanaimo sawmill on the Conservatives’
mismanagement of Canada’s natural resource
sector.
‘This mill closure in Nanaimo is a clear example
of the Conservatives’ inability to protect Canadian
jobs and get the most benefit from our raw
resources,’ said Malcolmson. ‘Shutting down the
Nanaimo mill will mean the export of more raw logs
and BC jobs.’
Between 2002 and 2012, 120,000 Canadian
forestry jobs were cut. That’s in addition to the more
than 300,000 jobs either directly or indirectly
supported by the sector that were also lost over the
same period.
The Conservatives slashed 77% of the budget for
the Forest Communities Program which helps
develop new forest-based economic opportunities
across Canada and the little investment they made
in the Forest Industry Transformation Program fell
far short of what the industry needed to reach new
markets, develop new value-added projects, and
create and protect Canadian jobs.

Sing Me A Song

The Honorable Judith Guichon, Lieutenant
Governor of BC, has launched the second season of
a music program designed to promote community
spirit across the province.
The project, ‘Sing Me A Song’, is an opportunity
for musical groups of all ages and genres to write and
sing an original song in the lead up to Canada's 150th
birthday celebrations in 2017. Groups are
encouraged to write a song about what Canada’s
sesquicentennial means to them or their
community.
‘The entries we received for the first season were
outstanding and showed that community pride is
alive and well in British Columbia,’ said the
Lieutenant Governor. Each entry will be reviewed by
a panel of musicians from around the province and
an award of $1,000 will be granted annually in each
of three age categories. Whether it is a school,
community choir, or other amateur musical group,
all submissions must have a minimum of eight
voices and musical accompaniment is welcome.
Each song must be original, no longer than five
minutes in length, and be based on the Canada 150
theme. For younger age groups, adults may assist in
the creation of the musical content. Musicality, spirit,
and originality are highly encouraged.
For more information and to enter, visit:
www.ltgov.bc.ca

Common’s mortgage, and the remaining $6,559 is
to be spent on either projects or shortfall in operating
costs. The Commons has extended a heartfelt thank
you to this person or family.

Solar Scholarship Reaches
Funding Goal

Large crates full of solar panels were loaded by crane
onto the roof of Gulf Island Secondary School on
October 18. The solar installation will be the largest
school-based solar photovoltaic array and the
seventh largest grid-tied solar installation in BC. The
roof of the school gym will be covered with some 84
panels, and the money saved will go towards an
annual scholarship for GISS students.
After extensive community fundraising, the ‘solar
scholarship’ program raised $63,000. More than
140 businesses, groups, and individuals contributed
to the campaign. A matching fund created by Vince
and Maggie Argiro doubled the value of donations
made until Canada Day. Additional support was
provided through the School District’s Carbon
Neutral Capital Grant, the Salt Spring Foundation,
and in-kind services provided by many professionals
working on the project.
With a total project cost of $106,000, additional
funding came from a $20,000 matching grant from
Bullfrog Power. Through their Bullfrog Builds
Renewable Accelerator Program they provide critical
financial support for the development of new
renewable energy projects across Canada.

Wind and Thunder Storms

Gabriola Commons Receives
Anonymous Donation

Wind, rain, and thunder storms swept the Gulf
Islands in the third week of October, causing power
outages in some places.
A weather station, mounted on the roof of
Saturna Island’s elementary school, measured wind
gusts of up to 116km/hour. 0

‘We need to be creating more value-added jobs in
Nanaimo,’ said Malcolmson. ‘This community needs
a government that will work with industry and
experts to develop a strategy for success. The
Conservatives are failing us and Canadians deserve
better.’

introduced a motion on October 9 to amend the
Throne Speech, calling for a new vision to replace the
Liberal government’s singular focus on a liquefied
natural gas (LNG) windfall.
‘The government is gambling our future on an
LNG windfall when even the industry doesn’t think
it will happen,’ says Andrew Weaver. ‘They have put
all our eggs in one basket and have no back-up plan
for when it fails. That’s why I am calling for a new
vision for British Columbia—one based on a
diversified, sustainable, 21st century economy.’
Weaver laid out a ‘Made in BC’ vision for a 21st
century economy that is grounded in strong, existing
industries, like tourism, mining, and film, but that
also builds on key up-and-coming industries, like the
clean tech sector, that will be pillars for the economy.
Weaver’s vision includes a key focus on
reinvesting in education and ensuring that core
government service levels are sustainably and
resiliently funded so that the burden does not fall to
those least able to bear it.

The Gabriola Commons has recently received a
donation through CanadaHelps from an anonymous
donor. $60,000 has been directed towards the

Island Savings Merges With First
West Credit Union

Two of BC’s credit unions are merging to become the
province’s third biggest. First West Credit Union,
which started in 2001 when First Heritage Savings
merged with Delta Credit Union to become Envision
Financial, will purchase, by exchange of shares,
Island Savings, which started in Duncan in 1971.
First West has a portfolio value of $7.7 billion, while
Island Savings has a portfolio value of $2.9 billion.

Stephen Harper Polls At 31%

With a year to go until the next federal election,
voting polls are beginning to hold the interest of the
public. The Conservative government is currently
averaging at just under 31% support. In recent
history only two governing parties have polled
significantly lower than that with a year to go until
elections.
In contrast, the current Liberal Party, led by
Justin Trudeau, has averaged just below 39% in the
last two months. Only twice has an opposition party
polled so high a year before election.

Andrew Weaver Calls For New
BC Vision For Economy

Andrew Weaver, MLA for Oak Bay-Gordon Head
and Deputy Leader of the BC Green Party,

Energy East Hits A Roadblock

Enbridge’s project to reverse its Line 9 to ship
Alberta bitumen to Montreal and Quebec City
refineries has been halted by the National Energy
Board.
The Board is not satisfied with Enbridge’s
approach to safeguarding water crossings. In
particular, the Board wants Enbridge to install shutoff valves on both banks of ‘major water crossings’
so that the flow of oil could be quickly cut off if there
was a pipeline break.
NEWS IN BRIEF, please turn to next page

- Brian Crumblehulme

izza is peasant food. In her book Italian
Food, Elizabeth David, the food writer
who invented the ‘Mediterranean diet’
half a century ago, referred to pizza as a
‘primitive dish with rough wine’, and so it has
always been. Your average pizza with six beer
is not exactly a white tablecloth cuisine, which
is precisely it’s appeal. Pizza is the world’s first
fast food for working folk and the last resort for
those without means. Pizza by the slice was an
American invention to keep penniless
immigrants from starving in the late 1900s.
A fist of flattened dough with a scraping of
onions, herbs, or what have you, has been
recorded for six thousand years. The
ubiquitous bread and cheese became a Roman
panis focacius, flat bread with cheese, and, for
those on the second rung of poverty, a drizzle

of honey. Gaeta, a Roman resort near Naples,
is credited with naming the culinary specialty
in 997 when twelve pizzas (duodecim pizze)
were given to a local prelate for Christmas. The
turn of the first millennium were turbulent
times and those twelve pizzas speak volumes
for the economy.
Even today, the ‘classic’ pizza is vegetarian.
Pizza Margherita consists of tomatoes,
mozzarella, and basil, while it’s beach front
cousin the Marinara boasts tomato, oregano,
garlic, and olive oil. It reminds me of the
equally classic ‘putanesca’ (prostitutes
breakfast) of refried spaghetti with garlic and
an egg. At whatever economic level, pizza was,
and still is, the world’s most popular fast food.
There is a time for everything and
everything has its gentrification. Naples and

However, identifying which crossings were
‘major’ was left up to Enbridge, with the result
that only 6 of the 104 crossings have valves
within a kilometre of either side.
The NEB has called for a new look at ‘major
waterways’, based on whether a spill would
pose ‘significant risk’ to the public or the
environment.
It now looks as if Enbridge will have to go
back to install a large number of additional
valves. And the NEB says that the line cannot
be made operational until 90 days after the
work is completed—to the NEB’s satisfaction.

away from that and just be ready to put another
mine in production, what does that tell
everyone throughout BC and other
companies?’
Meanwhile, the provincial government was
accused of ‘supressing’ a 22-year-old report on
the Mount Polley tailings pond, with the excuse
that its release might prejudice the three
investigations currently being carried out.

NEWS IN BRIEF from previous page

NorthWest LNG Has
Environmental Problems

NorthWest LNG, backed by Malaysia’s
Petronas, and probably the front-runner in the
race to develop LNG sales, has run into serious
environmental problems with its site on Lelu
Island near Prince Rupert.
The company has asked for a 45-day time
extension of the environmental review process
to work out solutions to salmon and steelhead
spawning habitat in the eelgrass beds that
surround the uninhabited island.
Shannon McPhail, executive director of the
Skeena Watershed Conservation Coalition,
said, ‘ninety percent of them [juvenile fish] go
around Lelu Island.’
NorthWest’s original proposal would have
included dredging seven million cubic metres
of sediment in order to create a jetty to dock
LNG tankers. The company is now examining
the possibility of a suspension bridge to the
island.

Baby Orca Dies

The most recent baby orca from southern
resident L-pod is missing and presumed dead,
according to the Centre for Whale Research in
Friday Harbour, Washington. The calf, born
only seven weeks ago, has not been seen with
its mother, L86, and the rest of L-pod for
several days. It was the first new calf born into
the Southern Resident whales since 2012. The
total resident orca population is now reduced
to 78.

Imperial Metals Gets
Temporary Injunction For
Red Chris Mine Blockade

The Klabona Keepers went to court to fight an
attempt by Imperial Metals to obtain an
injunction against the Tahltan elders blockade
of the road to the Red Chris mine. Imperial
wanted a permanent injunction to take down
the blockade, together with an enforcement
order which would require that the RCMP
enforce the injunction.
What they got was a temporary injunction
effective October 14, but no enforcement order,
so the RCMP cannot make any immediate
arrests.
The Klabona Keepers can now point to the
experience at Imperial’s Mount Polley mine,
where an overly full tailings pond collapsed,
releasing billions of gallons of toxic wastewater.
They say the design of the tailings pond for the
new Red Chris mine is similar, but larger.
‘It is not a question of if, but when, the
storage facility would breach and destroy yet
another integral salmon-bearing watershed,
the Stikine River in Tahltan territory,’ they said.
Spokesperson Rhoda Quock stated, ‘The
government’s doing next to nothing, and it’s
been how long? If they (Imperial) can walk

Colwood Will Not Place
Non-Binding Question of
Amalgamation on Ballot

The municipality of Colwood passed a motion
during a recent council meeting to not ask the
non-binding question of amalgamation on the
November 15 election ballot. The municipality
instead resolved to participate in the
exploration process for integration of services
in the future with one or more municipalities
should the opportunity present itself.

There’s no better feeling in the world than a warm
pizza box on your lap.’
—Kevin James

Italy no longer own the flat
I always treat myself to one meal on Sundays when I
bread lunch. Since the US cocan have whatever I want. Usually it’s pizza, which is
modified it into a multi-billion
my favourite indulgence.’
—Beyonce
dollar industry in the 20th
century, the 21st century pizza
His description of the final moments: ‘...The
is equally at home in Japan (sushi pizza) and
oven
temperature must be over 1000 degrees.
India (curry pizza). And for those with deep
pockets and tiny brains: the 3,000-euro Pizza I lift the pizza off the too-hot bottom bricks
Royale 007, featuring gold leaf, lobster, cognac, with a long handle pizza peel and hold it aloft
into the domed upper roof of the pizza oven.
and champagne caviar.
technique ensures an even bake. Ninety
This
The Italians, however, do not concede
seconds,
and I withdraw my pie from the oven
easily. In 1984, the Associazione Verace Pizza
place
it on a plate, then pull out my truffle
and
Napoletana (Neapolitan Pizza Association) was
slicer
and
glide my Tartuffe Fanchette across
founded to ‘promote and protect... the true
the
razor-sharp
blade, depositing small,
Neapolitan Pizza.’ Their regulations include the
fragrant
slices
onto
my pizza. The heat of the
essential brick oven, local 00 wheat flour, and
pizza
enhances
the
scent.
Finally, I garnish my
San Marzano tomatoes grown on Mount
pie
with
a
fresh
arugula
and sun-flower
Vesuvius.
salad,
and
then
a
spritz
of lemon. A
sprout
To make the ‘classic’ Margherita you will
great
pizza,
if
I
say
so
myself.’
need: a brick oven at 750ºF, reduced San
Gutekanst was the highest scoring
Marzano tomatoes, fresh mozzarella, fresh
American
contestant; he did not place in the
basil, sea salt, and fresh extra virgin olive oil.
finals.
Next, in 1991, the little town of
Here is my untried toppings for the Salish
Salsomaggiore Terme in northern Italy
Sea
Pizza:
initiated the annual World Pizza
Sea Pizza
Salish
Championship. The competitions are mindsea
asparagus,
•
bending. Dominated by the Italians for the first
• king apple slices spritzed with lemon,
few years, it has now gone multinational. This
• garlic chevre beaten with cream,
year’s winner is Johnny Di Francesco from
• lightly smoked coho slices,
Australia. A couple of years ago the American
• fresh chopped marjoram,
John Gutekanst, owner of Avalanche Pizza
• a sprinkle of feta, and
Bakers in Athens, Ohio, had a go. His
• basil with saffron
ingredients included Italian goat cheese, fresh
And
it’s all in season! 0
asiago pressa, mozzarella di buffala, baby
Did you appreciate this article? Help
fennel, fresh thyme, parmigiana-reggiano,
Island Tides pay for publishing the news!
fresh scallops, roast red peppers, and fresh
Mail or phone in your contribution today.
white truffles.
250-216-2267. Thank you!
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BULLETIN BOARD

Trans Mountain Oil Spill
Scenario

In its 15,000 page application, Trans Mountain
only considers the possibility of oil spills
smaller than 15% of the diluted bitumen a
tanker would carry. The company determined
15%, or 16,500 tonnes, of bitumen as the
‘credible worst-case’ spill scenario. They
undertook a probability analysis which
concluded that 90% of spills were smaller than
this.
According to Trans Mountain’s own
analysis, 10% of spill scenarios would be larger
than the maximum size they considered in
their application. In fact, world-wide there
have been many previous oil spills larger than
16,500 tonnes, some releasing over 100,000
tonnes of oil into the ocean.
Andrew Weaver, MLA for Oak Bay-Gordon
Head and Deputy Leader of the BC Green
Party, requested that Trans Mountain provide
an analysis of a full-sized oil spill (termed, ‘total
loss scenario’). Trans Mountain responded by
saying that this scenario was not ‘viable’ nor
‘credible’, and that his request was therefore
not ‘relevant’. They refused to provide the
analysis.
‘The fact is, these larger spills do occur. To
say they’re not ‘viable’, ‘credible’ or ‘relevant’
ignores the fact that they happen. The question
is how would Trans Mountain respond if they
were to have a spill that big in BC? At this rate
we won’t know until one happens,’ states
Weaver.

M EET ING

Done Right - Safely

Hy-Geo
Consulting

<

Did you appreciate this article? Help
Island Tides pay for publishing the news!
Mail or phone in your contribution today.
250-216-2267. Thank you!
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School District #64 (Gulf Islands).
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at Galiano Community School.
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Water Wells
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Grace Islet Lawsuit
Dropped

The owner of Grace Islet, Barry Slawsky, has
dropped his lawsuit against trespassers onto
the ancient First Nations burial ground where
construction for his house is still underway. He
filed the court action after protestors twice
passed by fences and went onto the island in
an attempt to stop construction work and
present workers with an unofficial stop-work
order signed by First Nations’ chiefs.
Since dropping the lawsuit, Slawsky
continues to build his house and says that if
trespassing occurs again he will open up a new
case. 0
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The Flippin’ Flippin’

eople have asked us why articles have ‘turns’ to another
page in Island Tides. The reason is that we don’t demand
that people write to length and we do want to put in
contributors beautiful photos. Of course, we do wish people
would write short; it’s been my plaintive cry for 25 years.
We do not edit down to one tiny space left by advertisements
on a page—though contributors would certainly tell you that we
do take out wordy bits. This all gives us less formulaic writing,
and allows spontaneity and different styles of writing. We
delight in not homogenizing the news.
Besides, all that page-turning takes you past more of our
advertisers, who still are the major funders of the news. Please
take the time to look at the ads and think about the ways in
which these companies contribute to our way-of-life. Go online
to Island Tides homepage and click through the links to
advertisers’ websites. It’s like reading another whole part of the
news.
As you may have noticed, we have far more news on each
page than most other newspapers, certainly more content than
any which are delivered free. And there is also very little
convenient ‘filler’. This makes for quite the organizing,
formatting, editing and layout job. There’s no miracle to what
Island Tides does—we talk to and help lots of people, think hard,
work hard, keep costs down, and use the talent around us to
give you articles that are well worth the read—and the rustle of
pages.
Each edition, we have little idea what will land in the in-box,
or—in the case of our 96-year-old veteran’s letter on page 8—
through the mail. We rely on our ingenuity to fit it all in.
In fact, reader support through annual voluntary
subscriptions has increased the number of pages of news and,
with more elbow room, reduced the number of turns. Of course,
being able to afford more pages has increased the possiblity of
lengthy, report-style and indepth articles which must ‘turn’.
People tell us this is what they want to read, serious news, at
length.
Readers also tell us they don’t read the paper at one sitting,
or even an article at one sitting. They go away to digest the news
and come back for another go. You can tell the degree of reader
engagement by the number and quality of our letter pages—no
hope that those pages won’t have turns these days.
So, to keep Island Tides’ pages turning, please send in those
annual voluntary subscriptions and be an active part of your
newspaper.
Many thanks in advance!
—Christa Grace-Warrick

Whoops!

We stated in Island Tides October 16 edition that some
Southern Gulf Islands’ recycling depots receive ‘grants’ from
the CRD. The funds received are not ‘grants’; depots have
contract funding to provide service.
www.islandtides.com
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Editorial: Platform For Canada

A Democracy for Canada’s Future

Platform for Canada 2015

Canada is already an immensely diverse nation.
To begin with, consider our endless geography, the sheer size
of Canada from sea to sea to sea.
If Canadians are shaped by where they live, then the variety
of communities, of individuals, and of life experiences must be
unmatched by any other nation.
If Canadians are shaped by where they come from, Canada
is the place the world seeks to come to. We are a diversity of
cultures and languages, the world’s willing diaspora.
The Fathers of Confederation, pooling their collective
wisdom a hundred and fifty years ago, could not have visualized
the future of Canada. Five generations on, we still cannot
visualize Canada’s future.
We have difficulty visualizing a democracy that will achieve
‘Peace, Order, and Good Government’ for forty or fifty million
citizens with different needs and ideas; a government that will
serve each Canadian, while at the same time truly expressing a
Canadian nation to the world.
We are sure those ideas cannot be contained in three or four
political parties, each one demanding allegiance to a strict
ideology.
Our partisan government has worked its way into a corner.
Island Tides’ Platform seeks to lay a new foundation for its
evolution.

Island Tides proposes that all potential and
nominated candidates should be prepared to
declare their support for any or all of five
elements of a ‘Platform for Canada 2015’:
1. No whipped votes. All Parliamentary votes
(Commons and Senate) to be free votes.
2. The Prime Minister reports to Parliament; he is
first among equals. His leadership may be
reviewed, and he can be removed by secret
ballot of his caucus.
3. The Prime Minister’s supporting staff is in the
Privy Council Office (PCO). Staff of the PCO are
civil servants and cannot do work of a partisan
nature.
4. Nominations for election of MPs in the 2019
election must bear the names of 100 registered
voters from the Electoral District (no change from
present legislation). Nominees need not have the
support of a political party, nor the signature of a
party leader.
5. Develop a Proportional Voting system to
replace First-Past-The-Post for the 2019 election.

Platform For Canada

concerns that were galvanized over the late summer months, in
relation to a set of inter-connected OCP changes and new
bylaws (referred to by some on our island as the ‘Saturna
Omnibus Bill’) that were tabled by our current LTC during a last
and very well-attended meeting before the pending election.
When I wrote to your paper in the summer, it was to
encourage our current LTC to please slow down and proceed
with greater caution, with respect to their proposed OCP and
bylaw changes. At the time, I also asked that consideration be
given to a more robust public engagement effort, proportional
to the scale and scope of the fundamental changes being
promoted.
It is with genuine relief that I acknowledge the temporary
‘tabling’ of the Saturna OCP and bylaw changes, and it is with
growing optimism that I look ahead to the November 15
election. Saturna is fortunate that a total of three community
members (two incumbents and one new candidate) have
stepped forward to run for the office of local trustee, creating
the opportunity for healthy and respectful dialogue and debate,
rather than acclamation.
Saturna Island, like other Gulf Islands, is seeking innovative
ways to sustainably enhance our local economy and to attract
and retain energetic young people who will help to shape the
future of the island. We need to encourage appropriate
development and demographic evolution, while carefully
stewarding the character and environmental integrity of our
place within the Islands Trust region. Paraphrasing your
October 16 editorial, Saturna Islanders need to work together
to keep both our landscape and our community vibrant,
advancing both objectives without compromising either.
The upcoming election will create an important forum in
which to review our key priorities and aspirations. I am hopeful
that it will also create an opportunity to bridge differences and
to ensure that balanced and broader points of view are engaged
in building our future.
As we converse with our candidates, ideas raised in the
October 16 edition of your paper will be prominent. Finding
ways to encourage a newly emerging islands’ economy that is
based on who and what we are already, and encouraging
candidates to pursue sustainable local economic development
based on our natural capital and current character are good
starting points.
Morgan Yates, Saturna Island

Readers’ Letters

Dear Editor:
I suppose one positive result of the way our democracy has been
hobbled is that there is more focus now on how to rectify the
situation.
I agree that Island Tides proposed ‘Platform for Canada
2015’ would help stop corruption, make MPs more accountable
to constituents instead of being mouthpieces for their party, and
would result in better legislation being passed.
I would quibble with one aspect of the proposal—that the
prime minister could ‘be removed by secret ballot of his caucus’.
There is already a provision in Canadian law for any MP,
including the prime minister, to be removed by majority vote
of the entire House, if their conduct has been in contempt of the
House or treasonous. Indeed, the conventions of responsible
government require that the Governor General select as prime
minister the MP most likely to have the confidence of a majority
or a plurality of all MPs.
In general, this has been the leader of the party with the most
MPs but if most MPs wished to select someone else, they could.
Many people who know of Elizabeth May’s deep
commitment to democracy and her extraordinary leadership
skills hold a vision of her as prime minister. In our current,
hyper-partisan political climate, this vision can seem totally
unrealistic. Although the dream may never come to pass, it is
healthy to remember that such an outcome is compatible with
our system, even if the Green Party did not succeed in electing
a majority of MPs to parliament.
The riding of Saanich-Gulf Islands has a reputation as a
bellwether riding; hopefully our ability to choose the best
candidate, regardless of party allegiance, will spread to the
nation as a whole. If our government were in the hands of
people whose allegiance was primarily to the common good,
rather than to their party, politics would no longer be so focused
on talking points and spin aimed at getting a boost at the polls.
Instead, our government would implement policies which
would benefit Canadians and all humanity.
Jan Slakov, Salt Spring Island

Gabriola Bridge

I live on Gabriola Island because I want geographic separation
from city centres. I think geographic separation is what drives
Gabriola’s pulsing sub-culture of art, activism, and passionate
volunteerism. A bridge would convert our tight community to
a suburb of Nanaimo. Further, the bridge would connect
Gabriola through Mudge Island to Cedar rather than to
downtown Nanaimo; it would no longer be possible for foot
passengers to walk into downtown Nanaimo to work and shop.
A bridge could lead to an explosion of vehicle traffic.
For these reasons and other environmental/social/economic
reasons, I stand in active opposition to all fixed-links to Gabriola
and Mudge. I believe this issue affects all Gulf Islanders; if you
love bridge-free islands, a bridge to Gabriola and Mudge sets a
menacing precedent. A group called Bridge-Free Salish Sea has
formed and we’re looking for allies on other islands. We’re going
to organize the resistance before MOTI forces a bridge on us. If
you want to get involved, please contact us at 250-247-0023 or
at bridgefreesalishsea@telus.net
Leaf Kotasek, Gabriola Island

Local Economies & Pending
Elections–A Saturna Perspective

Dear Editor:
I write in response to an editorial and a letter that were
published in the October 16 edition of your paper. The letter
(Islands Trust Elections Issues) was authored by the David
Steen, Chair of the Gulf Islands Alliance (GIA).
A great many of the points raised in your editorial and a few
of those raised by the GIA have particular and current relevance
for Saturna Island. They also resonate strongly with community

More on Windmills

Dear Editor:
Charles Konkle’s letter ‘Not So Beautiful Windmills’ (Island
Tides, October 16) is misleading.
Windmills offshore Quadra Island will be backed up by BC
Hydro’s water-powered generators and not by fossil-fuel power
stations. BC is fortunate to have an extensive hydro-electric
system that is well suited to complement intermittent renewable
sources of power such as wind generators.
I also note that many wind generators have been built in
Alberta where much of the electricity is otherwise produced by
burning fossil-fuels. The net effect of the windmills is to reduce
the amount of natural gas that is burnt.
John Millen, Denman Island

Seaweed Harvesting Update

Dear Editor:
After the ‘seaweed pirates’ had driven onto Bowser’s beach, I
drove over there and found out that one of the local home
owners had phoned DFO three times about the machine on the
beach.
DFO sent out an inspector in uniform. I approached him
about what was going on. He informed me that official Gary
Cain had sent a copy of the conditions of license to ‘our group’.
I complained that in the conditions of license they were

LETTERS, please turn next page
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Salt Spring Islander protects forest, reduces taxes

arry Appleby is Salt Spring Island’s 10th
landowner to permanently protect
private land with a Natural Area
Protection Tax Exemption Program
(NAPTEP) covenant. With the addition of
Appleby’s 0.8 hectare Coastal Douglas-fir
forest on Old Divide Road, Salt Spring Island
now has 45 hectares of land protected by
NAPTEP covenants.
The incentive program, administered by the
Islands Trust Fund, gives Appleby, as well as
anyone who buys his land, a 65% reduction in
property taxes on the covenanted portion of the
land. The covenant restricts what Appleby and
future landowners can do with the natural
portion of this property, thereby protecting the
Coastal Douglas-fir forest forever. With
approximately 80% of the Coastal Douglas-fir
area in BC under private ownership,
landowners like Appleby are the leaders
essential to conserving this disappearing
ecosystem.
‘In a time when many of us feel that forces
which affect us deeply are beyond our control,
I’m grateful to the Islands Trust Fund for
providing a mechanism to protect the land that
I love,’ said Larry. ‘The NAPTEP covenant, now
in place, allows me as owner, but most

LETTERS from previous page

limited to removal of the red seaweed only,
pointing out that the mixed in bright green sea
lettuce was food for Brant geese. He said, yes
well, its mixed in so they take it all. He also told
me that the Regional District of Nanaimo had
absolutely nothing to do with our beaches and
that Vancouver Island University was doing a
study of the situation.
He further informed me that by building
community gardens in our community along
the beaches we were in violation of the law as
we have restricted public access to the beach.
Len Walker, Bowser

Mark Carney Warns That
Most Of World’s Oil Can’t
Be Burned

Dear Editor:
Thank you to Mark Carney, former governor
of the Bank of Canada and current governor of
the Bank of England, for his warning that the
‘vast majority’ of the world’s oil and coal
reserves will never be used due to advancing
climate change. The value of these reserves is
factored into the share prices of the world’s
fossil fuel companies, so this represents a
significant risk to pension funds and other
investors. Yet most investors seem unaware of
the risk. The parallels with the subprime
mortgage meltdown of 2008 are striking.
Central bank governors are very careful with
their words, but there can be no mistaking the
message: ‘Investors, you have been warned.’
Blaise Salmon, Victoria

Saturna Island Recycling
Update

Dear Editor:
First, a thank you to Priscilla Ewbank (Island
Tides, October 16, 2014) for all the positive and
very true things that she mentioned about
recycling on Saturna Island and the other Gulf
Islands. But I must point out that Saturna
Recycling is not a ‘dynamite recycling centre’
nor does not it accept any other explosive or
hazardous material for recycling or anything
else.
The Saturna Recycling Committee, a subcommittee of the Saturna Island Community
Club, due to the diligence of Graeme Bregani,
has looked closely at the prospects for the
future, as grim as they do appear. Given our
volunteer base, very low expenses, and
generous donation of bottle refundable
material by our customers, it looks like we can
carry on for the foreseeable future, given that
there are no dramatic changes in our situation.
This is not the case for larger depots who
have hired workers and have more complex
financial arrangements. Unless something is
done, MMBC will be able to claim to provide
75% recycling service with the rest of BC and
the Gulf Islands, and many other remote
communities with specialized collection and
funding setups will be left out.
This is particularly pressing for Salt Spring,
Pender, and Galiano Islands in our area. The
predictable result is that much more material

importantly as steward and caretaker, to make
a difference and chart a future for my land. Two
acres of maturing second growth Coastal
Douglas-fir forest now has the time and
therefore the potential to attain the status of old
growth forest.’
A unique feature of Appleby’s forest is that
it is enclosed by a fence, which protects it from
grazing deer. Increasingly, biologists are
concerned about the effects of overbrowsing by
burgeoning deer populations on plants and
young trees in the Gulf Islands. This already
fenced area may provide an interesting study
plot in the future. The Salt Spring Island
Conservancy co-holds the NAPTEP covenant
with the Islands Trust Fund. The covenant is
only 350 meters from the Blackburn Lake
Nature Reserve, recently acquired by the Salt
Spring Island Conservancy.

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 64
(GULF ISLANDS)

NOTICE OF ELECTION BY VOTING 2014

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given to the electors of School District No. 64 (Gulf Islands) that an
Election By Voting is necessary to fill the offices of Trustees on the Board of School District No.
64 (Gulf Islands) and that the persons nominated, for a four year term commencing December
2014 and terminating after the election held in 2018 in accordance with the legislation in the
Local Government Act, as candidates at the Election By Voting and for whom votes will be
received are listed below:
GALIANO ISLAND: One Trustee to be elected:
Surname
Given Names
Residential Address
LAWSON
Shelley
RR#1, Site 24, Comp 28,
Galiano Island, B.C. V0N 1P0
Elected by Acclamation

MAYNE ISLAND: One Trustee to be elected:
Surname
Given Names
Residential Address
McKENZIE
May
511 Whalen Road,
Mayne Island, B.C.,V0N 2J1
NICOL
Jan
782 Steward Drive,
Mayne Island, B.C. V0N 2J2

The Islands Trust Fund is a regional
conservancy, preserving landscapes of
Canada’s islands in the Salish Sea. To learn
more about how the Islands Trust Fund works
with landowners to protect land and about
the NAPTEP program, please contact the
Islands Trust Fund at 250-405-5186, or visit
www.IslandsTrustFund.bc.ca/naptep. 0

PENDER ISLANDS: One Trustee to be elected:
Surname
Given Names
Residential Address
HERLITZ
Anna
2702 Doubloon Crescent,
Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M2
Elected by Acclamation

SALT SPRING ISLAND: Three Trustees to be elected:
Surname
Given Names
Residential Address
LEE
Ken
212A Sunset Drive,
Salt Spring Island, B.C., V8K 1H4
MACDONALD
Nancy
185 Forest Ridge Road,
Salt Spring Island, B.C., V8K 1W4

will end up in the landfill, contrary to the very
reason that the CRD set up and ran an effective
recycling program for so many years. Keep this
in mind as election time comes around.
John Wiznuk, Saturna Island
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Explaining Southern
Islands Ferry Cuts

Dear Editor:
The October 16 article on ferry service cuts and
a letter to the editor regarding ferry fares and
rules caught my attention. Both laid the blame
for all the perceived problems exclusively on
BC Ferries.
As with any business, BC Ferries pays its
employees and buys its diesel fuel with real
dollars. These dollars come from just two
places—the customer and the government. If
the government chooses to freeze its
contribution to our routes, then the only other
place BC Ferries can get the dollars to pay their
staff and buy their fuel is from us, the
customers.
They can’t magically create the money to
both pay the bills and to give us all the breaks
we’d like. One needs to look at the whole
picture when dishing out the blame. It goes
well beyond just BC Ferries.
To the comments about the ‘southern
islands’ cuts, the original proposal for the
Tsawwassen to Southern Gulf Islands service
(Route 9) would have crippled weekend service
for some thirty weeks. While all islands would
have been hit, the reductions would have
decimated Saturday travel to and from
Saturna. In response to community outcry
from all four islands, the ferry advisory
committee asked BC Ferries how many midweek days off it would take to save the same
money. Maintaining the status quo was not an
option. One way or the other, the money was
going to be saved. The rationale was that the
heaviest use of the route is on weekends, while
the lightest use is mid-week during the winter.
In most cases, weekday trips to and from town
have some flex when they can be taken, as
opposed to service to Swartz Bay, which carries
daily commuters. There’s also the through-fare
option, which works better for some than
others. We expected there would be some
people inconvenienced—we were aware of the
SEEC student situation—but hoped, in the
interests of the much greater good, that with
sufficient advance notice, ways could be found
to work around the short-term disruption.
The existing Friday night service involves
going back to Tsawwassen to pick up the Salt
Spring traffic. The loads in the winter are light
enough that the Salt Spring traffic can be
accommodated on the first sailing, getting
those travellers home considerably earlier. It
was seen as a justifiable service improvement,
not a loss of service. Thus, the cost of saving the
Sunday and Saturday service turned out to be
nine Wednesdays.
To their credit, BC Ferries listened and

PINGLE

John

200 Cedar Lane,
Salt Spring Island, B.C., V8K 1R3

351 Upper Ganges Road,
Salt Spring Island, B.C, V8K 1R7
Address withheld

SATURNA ISLAND: One Trustee to be elected:
Surname
Given Names
Residential Address
PO Box 99,
MIDDLEDITCH Susanne
Saturna Island, B.C. V0N 2Y0
Elected by Acclamation

GENERAL VOTING DAY for the election of trustees will be open Saturday the
fifteenth (15th) day of November 2014, TO QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 64 (Gulf Islands) at the following places:
1. SALT SPRING ISLAND
Community Gospel Chapel, 147 Vesuvius Bay Road
Salt Spring Public Library, 129 McPhillips Avenue
Fulford Elementary School Gym, 203 South Ridge Road
2.

RICHMOND, B.C.
Richmond Secondary School, small gym, 717 Minoru Boulevard, Richmond, B.C.
Between the hours of 8:00 A.M. and 8:00 P.M on Saturday, the fifteenth (15th) day
of November 2014 of which every person is hereby required to take notice and be so
governed accordingly and
.

3.

MAYNE ISLAND
Mayne Island Agricultural Hall, 430 Fernhill Road

Advance Voting Days for the election of Trustees Salt Spring Island will be open
between the hours of 8:00 A.M. and 8:00 P.M. on Wednesday, the fifth (5th) day
of November 2014 and Wednesday, the twelfth (12th) day of November 2014 at
the following Voting Places:
1.

SALT SPRING ISLAND
Salt Spring Public Library, 129 McPhillips Avenue
2.
SIDNEY, B.C.
Mary Winspear Centre, 2243 Beacon Avenue
Given under my hand at Victoria, B.C. this twenty second (22nd) day of October, 2014.
Thomas F. Moore, Chief Election Officer

NOTE:

A person must not vote in a local government election unless entitled to do so. If you are not on the
List of Registered Electors you may register to vote on General Voting Day or Advance Voting Days
providing you meet the eligibility requirements. You must produce two pieces of identification that
proves your identity and residency and at least one piece of identification must bear your signature
(e.g. drivers licence or credit card).

RESIDENT ELECTOR

To be a resident elector in the jurisdiction you are voting you must meet the following requirements on
the day of registration:
a) You must be, or will be, age 18 or older on the day of voting
b) You must be a Canadian citizen
c) You must be a resident of British Columbia for a least 6 months immediately before voting day
d) You must be a resident of the jurisdiction for a least 30 days immediately before voting day
e) You must not be disqualified by the Local Government Act or any other enactment from voting
at this election or otherwise disqualified by law.

NON RESIDENT PROPERTY ELECTOR

To be registered as a Non-Resident Property Elector of the jurisdiction in which you are voting, you
must meet the following requirements on the day of registration:
a) You must not register as a resident elector
b) You must be, or will be, age 18 or older on the day of voting
c) You must be a Canadian citizen
d) You must have been resident of British Columbia at least 6 months immediately before voting
day
e) You must have been a registered owner of real property within the jurisdiction you are voting for
a least 30 days before voting day (the only persons who are registered owners of real
property, either as joint tenants or tenants in common, are individuals who are not holding
property in trust for a corporation of another trust)
f) You must not be disqualified by the local Government Act or any other enactment from voting
in an election or otherwise disqualified by law.

You must produce two pieces of identification (at least one piece of identification must bear your

signature), proof that you are entitled to register in relation to the property, and, if there is more than
one owner of the property, written consent from a majority of registered owners that you have been
designated to vote accompanied with adequate documentation, such as a Land Title Search, proving
ownership of the property claimed as a basis for the vote.
A person may only register as a non-resident property elector in relation to one parcel of real property
in the jurisdiction he/she wishes to vote.

www.islandtides.com
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Capital Regional District
Notice of Election by Voting and Notice of Assent Voting Opportunity (Referendum) |
Public notice is hereby given that General Voting Day will be held from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm on
Saturday, November 15, 2014 to elect persons to serve a four-year term of office as Electoral Area
Directors for Southern Gulf Islands and Salt Spring Island on the CRD Board from December 2014 until
after the 2018 General Local Election held in accordance with the legislation in the Local Government Act.
Salt Spring Island Electoral Area - One Director to be elected:
Surname
Given Name(s)
Residential Address
HENDREN
Garth
261 Canvas Back Place, Salt Spring Island, BC
McINTYRE
Wayne
195 Broadwell Road, Salt Spring Island, BC
Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area - One Director to be elected:
Surname
Given Name(s)
Residential Address
CROPPER
Stephen
257 Lundy Lane, Mayne Island, BC
HOWE
Dave
7915 Swanson View Drive, Pender Island, BC

2014 General Local Election

Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area
• Agricultural Hall, 430 Fernhill Road, Mayne Island, BC
• Lions Hall, 992 Burrill Road, Galiano Island, BC
• Pender Island Elementary/Secondary School, 5714 Canal Road, Pender Island, BC
• Saturna Recreation Centre, 140 Harris Road, Saturna Island, BC
• Mary Winspear Centre, 2243 Beacon Avenue, Sidney, BC
Mail Ballot Voting is now available to electors who:
• have a physical disability, illness or injury that affects their ability to vote at another voting
opportunity, or
• expect to be absent from the regional district on general voting day (Saturday, November 15, 2014)
and at the times of all advance voting opportunities (Wednesday, November 5 and 12, 2014).
You must be a qualified Resident or Non-Resident Property elector to vote.

Notice of Assent Voting Opportunity – Galiano Health Care Centre
Take notice that below is a synopsis of the proposed Bylaw No. 3955 for which the electors of the Galiano
Island (includes Galiano, Retreat, Wise, Parker and Gossip Islands) within the Southern Gulf Islands Electoral
Area will be asked to vote on the following question on Saturday, November 15, 2014:

To Register To Vote By Mail, eligible electors who meet the criteria must submit a completed application
form in advance of general voting day, November 15, 2014. Application forms are available on the CRD
website at www.crd.bc.ca/mailballot. Completed application forms may be submitted via email, mail, in
person or via fax at the following contact information listed below:

Are you in favour of the Capital Regional District (CRD) Board adopting Bylaw No. 3955, “Galiano Health
Care Centre Contribution Service Establishment Bylaw No. 1, 2014” authorizing the CRD to establish
a service to contribute to the costs incurred by the Galiano Health Care Society in operating and
maintaining the Galiano Health Care Centre building and to raise a maximum annual requisition of the
greater of EIGHTY SIX THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS ($86,550) or $0.19 per ONE THOUSAND
DOLLARS ($1,000.00) of taxable land and improvements for the purpose of funding the operating costs of
the service?
YES or NO
A synopsis of Bylaw No. 3955: The intent of Bylaw No. 3955, “Galiano Health Care Centre Contribution
Service Establishment Bylaw No. 1, 2014”, is to establish a new service to contribute to the costs incurred
by the Galiano Health Care Society in operating and maintaining the Galiano Health Care Centre building
on Galiano Island in the Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area, and to raise a maximum annual requisition
of the greater of:

Capital Regional District, Legislative & Information Services
5th floor, 625 Fisgard Street, PO Box 1000, Victoria, BC, V8W 2S6
Phone: 250.360.3129 | Toll free: 1.800.663.4425 local 3129
Fax: 250.360.3130 | Email: legserv@crd.bc.ca

(a) EIGHTY SIX THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS ($86,550) or
(b) $0.19 per ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($1,000.00) of taxable land and improvements in the
service area, for funding the cost of this service.
Taxation Impact
The proposed service includes a maximum annual requisition of $86,550 and would result in an estimated
annual cost of $66.07 per average household in the service area.
Notice of Assent Voting Opportunity – Salt Spring Island Community Transit & Transportation Service
Take notice that below is a synopsis of the proposed Bylaw No. 3956 for which the electors of the Salt
Spring Island Transit and Transportation Service within the Salt Spring Island Electoral Area will be asked to
vote on the following question on Saturday, November 15, 2014:
Are you in favour of the Capital Regional District Board adopting Bylaw No. 3956, “Salt Spring Island
Community Transit and Transportation Service Establishment Bylaw No. 1, 2007, Amendment Bylaw
No. 3, 2014” authorizing the CRD to increase the maximum annual requisition for the transportation
service until 2018 so that it will be the greater of THREE HUNDRED NINETY-SIX THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED
FIFTY DOLLARS ($396,250) or $0.1346 per ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($1,000.00) of taxable land and
improvements for the purpose of funding the capital and operating costs of the transportation service,
including further improvements to the North Ganges Village Transportation Management Plan.
YES or NO?
A synopsis of Bylaw No. 3956: The intent of Bylaw No. 3956, Salt Spring Island Community Transit and
Transportation Service Establishment Bylaw No. 1, 2007, Amendment Bylaw No. 3, 2014, is to amend
Bylaw No. 3438 by increasing the maximum amount that may be requisitioned annually for the Salt
Spring Island Transportation Service until December 31, 2018 to be the greater of:
(c) Three Hundred Ninety-Six Thousand Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($396,250), or
(d) an amount equal to the amount that could be raised by a property value tax rate of $0.1346
per One Thousand ($1,000.00) dollars applied to the net taxable value of land and
improvements in the Service Area, for the purpose of funding further improvements to the
North Ganges Village Transportation Management Plan
Taxation Impact
The tax rate of $0.1346/$1,000 of net tax value of land and improvements will result in an increase of
$4.29/$1,000 or $37.80 per average household assessed at 2014 rates.
The above synopses are not an interpretation of Bylaw Nos. 3955 and 3956. A copy of the complete
bylaws and this notice may be viewed at Capital Regional District (CRD) Headquarters located at 625
Fisgard Street, 1st Floor – Foyer, Victoria, BC from October 22, 2014 to November 15, 2014, Monday to
Friday, 8:30 am – 4:30 pm except statutory holidays. The bylaws and other information, may also be
viewed on the website: https://www.crd.bc.ca/about/how-we-are-governed/elections-other-voting
Voting Opportunities
Voting places will be open from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm on Saturday, November 15, 2014 to qualified
electors of the Capital Regional District at:
Salt Spring Island Electoral Area
• Community Gospel Chapel, 147 Vesuvius Bay Road, Salt Spring Island, BC
• Fulford Elementary School (Gym), 203 South Ridge Road, Salt Spring Island, BC
• Salt Spring Island Public Library, 129 McPhillips Avenue, Salt Spring Island, BC
• Richmond Secondary School, 7171 Minoru Blvd., Richmond, BC
Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area
• Agricultural Hall, 430 Fernhill Road, Mayne Island, BC
• Lions Hall, 992 Burrill Road, Galiano Island, BC
• Pender Island Elementary/Secondary School, 5714 Canal Road, Pender Island, BC
• Piers Island Fire Hall, Piers Island, BC
• Saturna Recreation Centre, 140 Harris Road, Saturna Island, BC
• Richmond Secondary School, 7171 Minoru Blvd., Richmond, BC
• Mary Winspear Centre (Room 6), 2243 Beacon Avenue, Sidney, BC*
*for those qualified electors who reside on Pauquachin or Tseyeum Indian Reserve Lands
Advance Voting Opportunities will be available from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm on Wednesday, November
5, 2014 and Wednesday, November 12, 2014 at:

If you are not on the Provincial Resident Elector List or the CRD Non-Resident Property List of Electors, you
may now register at the time of filling in your ballot. If you wish to confirm that your name is on the List
of Electors, please call the number listed above.
After receiving a mail ballot application, the CRD will send out the applicable mail ballot package
commencing on or about Monday, October 27, 2014 for the following:
• Electoral Area Director
• Islands Trust Local Area Trustee
• School Trustee
• Assent Voting for Salt Spring Island Transportation
• Assent Voting for Galiano Health Care Centre
If we receive your application after November 3, 2014, and time does not permit mailing, you should
arrange to pick up a package from the CRD, Legislative & Information Services, at the address listed above.
To be counted for the election or assent voting, your mail ballot must be received by the Chief Election
Officer no later than 8 pm on Saturday, November 15, 2014 at address listed above. It is the obligation of
the person applying to vote by mail ballot to ensure that the mail ballot is received by the Chief Election
Officer within this time limit.
Elector Qualifications
Resident Elector - You are entitled to vote as a Resident Elector if you are 18 years or older on voting
day (Nov. 15, 2014), are a Canadian Citizen, have resided in British Columbia for the past six months
and within the boundaries of the jurisdiction for the past 30 days. If registering on voting day, you must
provide two documents proving identity and residency (one must have a signature). Please note the CRD
is using the Provincial Voters List for Resident Electors.
Non-Resident Property Elector - If you are 18 years or older on voting day (Nov. 15, 2014), are
a Canadian Citizen, have resided in British Columbia for the past six months, have owned and held
registered title to property within the boundaries of the jurisdiction for the past 30 days, do not qualify as
a Resident Elector, you may vote as a Non-Resident Property Elector provided that you:
a) have registered on or before Sept. 23, 2014, or
b) apply at the time of voting. The following information is required at the time of application:
• a recent title search, state of title certificate, or property tax notice, showing the names of all of
the registered owners,
• 2 pieces of identification proving identity and residency (one must have a signature), and
• in the case of more than one owner of the property, a completed consent form signed by the
majority of the owners designating you as the person entitled to vote for the property (original
signatures only; facsimiles of signatures not acceptable).
A copy of the consent form may be downloaded from: https://www.crd.bc.ca/about/how-we-aregoverned/elections-other-voting/elector-qualifications-registration
The following are acceptable classes of documents for proof of identity:
•
BC driver’s licence
•
BC ID card issued by the Motor Vehicle Branch
•
BC CareCard or Gold CareCard
•
Request for Continued Assistance form SDES8
•
Social Insurance Card (Canada)
•
Citizenship Card (Canada)
•
Real property tax notice (municipal or rural)
•
Credit card or debit card issued by a savings institution
•
Utility bill
Please Note:
1) Only one Non-Resident Property Elector may vote per property, regardless of how many owners
there may be. Further, you may vote for only one property, no matter how many properties you
own within the jurisdiction.
2) You may register on voting day if you meet the qualifications set out above. If you are already registered
as a Non-Resident Property Elector, and provided that you still meet all of the requirements of the Local
Government Act in order to be registered under this category, you are not required to re-register in order
to vote.
3) No corporation is entitled to be registered as an elector or have a representative registered as an
elector, and no corporation is entitled to vote. Individuals who are on title with corporations are not
entitled to register or vote. Individuals who own an undivided interest in land on which the balance
is held by a corporation are not entitled to vote.
4) Automated vote counting machines will be used for the Salt Spring Island vote.
For questions regarding voting and voter registration call the Capital Regional District @ 250.360.3129 or
Toll Free 1.800.663.4425 local 3129, or Mr. Tom Moore @ 250.472.0059.
Dated this 22nd day of October, 2014
Thomas F. Moore
Chief Election Officer

Salt Spring Island Electoral Area
• Salt Spring Island Public Library, 129 McPhillips Avenue, Salt Spring Island, BC
• Mary Winspear Centre, 2243 Beacon Avenue, Sidney, BC

Look at the amount of news! Readers’ $30 annual voluntary subscriptions are making a
difference! Have you sent in yours this year? If not please send in for 2014 and,
perhaps, while you are at it, send in for 2015 early. We will be delighted!
www.islandtides.com
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Cleaner air, anyone? - Bruce Boland

Island Tides, October 30, 2014, Page 7

n October 14, Greenpower Bus
demonstrated to Vancouver a new,
fully electric, 36ft bus that worked.
Imagine, a bus where passengers could easily
converse and ride while secure in the
knowledge that their zero emission commute
caused virtually no harm to the environment.
The argument that full electric vehicles ‘just
move the emissions elsewhere’ doesn’t quite
hold here in BC, as at least 93% of our
electricity is from renewable sources. (See:
www.bchydro.com/energy-inbc/our_system.html.)
To show that the bus wasn’t just a ‘platform
queen’, Greenpower loaded some people
aboard and drove it around for several blocks.
A CBC reporter even did an interview on the
bus while in transit, and the vehicle was so
quiet everyone onboard could hear the
interview clearly (watch the interview online at:
www.cbc.ca/news/canada/britishcolumbia/greenpowerbus-touts-zeroemission-coach- 1.2791795). Even the sound of
the turn signal could be heard from the back.
Greenpower’s electric bus is a full-sized, 33seat transit unit, identical to others of its size
and shape in every respect except one—it’s
quiet. This bus can travel 250km on a single
charge, the cost of which should work out to be
approximately one tenth of fuelling a dieselfueled bus. For the full specs check out

Greenpower’s website: greenpowerbus.com.
Greenpower seems to be a company serious
about quality, as demonstrated by the fact that
they went through four iterations of this model
before showing the public that they have a

$50,000–$60,000 per annum in fuel costs
(compared to diesel) they haven’t put a price to
the accompanying cost savings of reduced
maintenance overall and any owner of an
electric vehicle will tell you it’s considerable. No

dependable product. The unit itself is sourced
from China and their own engineers have
designed the Flexpower system to respond to
variable road conditions using batteries and a
BMS (battery management system) from JD
Power.
While Greenpower states that any transit
operator will realize a savings of

more oil changes or transmission tune-ups,
and longer lasting brakes due to regeneration,
not to mention the time saved by not having to
bring the vehicle in for checkups—just to name
a few.
What the Gulf Islands could benefit from is
a scaled down version of one of these. If
someone (Tesla Motors, perhaps?) were to get

hanksgiving weekend is my favorite
national holiday. Thanksgiving is a time
to eat the season’s gifts of food and be
grateful for that food and the love of family and
friends together. We smart Canadians hold
Thanksgiving truly in the season of harvest,
ensuring
warm
weather,
avoiding
Thanksgiving being the entryway holiday to
Christmas, and, due to our west-coast location,
having access to a coastal feast.
Thanksgiving weekend was gorgeous and
busy. Saturna had an Oktoberfest Celebration
at the Campbell Farm on South Saturna for the
second year in a row. What a fun time!
A stormy morning full of rain transformed
into brilliant blue skies and warmth by the time
the event opened. In the Campbell Farm’s
provincially inspected abattoir, chef Hubertus
Surm, with the aid of his brother Bertold from

many exhibitors and people can buy and
browse to their heart’s content. Wild Thyme
Café offered treats and food to attendees.
Having the two events so close
geographically and time-wise helped the
success of both venues, as people will easily be
beguiled into an outing that promises two
adventures.
Another new event on Saturna was a
Thanksgiving Potluck held at the Community
Hall. About 60 people read the lively posters
put up on the community bulletin boards and
came to the decorated hall bearing their
offerings to add to the Thanksgiving
celebration.
The tables were arranged so all sat in a circle
and the meal was served family-style with
bowls being passed around. With so many
people celebrating, not all the offerings made

T

into the small shuttle bus business and could
produce something like this for $200,000, it
would be a real game changer.
Many people can remember another
electric bus, demonstrated in Vancouver in
1993, that sort of worked. While fueled by
hydrogen, it was propelled by an electric motor.
In all fairness, the technology is sound, but it’s
just not cost effective. It’s very energy intensive
to make hydrogen and that same electricity
could simply be put straight into an electric
vehicle’s battery without the penalty of
consuming approximately 3 times as much
energy as it takes to get a kilowatt of energy
from hydrogen.
Greenpower Bus has brought to market
something entirely different, an electric bus
that’s cost effective and works. So, while
Greenpower has clearly demonstrated that the
technology is here, today, for sustainable
transportation, the big question remains: will
consumers respond favourably? My guess
would be ‘Yes’ provided they get an
opportunity to do so. And that means that
transit operators have to step up and make the
investment so that commuters can show their
support—albeit at $2.50 a ride. 0
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Did you appreciate this article? Help
Island Tides pay for publishing the news!
Mail or phone in your contribution today.
250-216-2267. Thank you!

Saturna Notes - Priscilla Ewbank

Photo: Lisa Carlson

An otter family keeps their eyes on passersby at Port Browning Marina floats.

‘Electing

Elizabeth’

Hubertus cooks.

Germany, had made merguez, a spicy North
African sausage. He also made ringrider, a
Scandinavian herb sausage. Hubertus was kept
busy cooking sausages with all the fixings and
Bertold was selling pounds of the meat to take
home.
Next door, Gulf Islands Brewery was
offering generous samples of Salt Spring ales
to accompany the marvelous-smelling
sausages, and the Breezy Bay Blues Band was
vigorously holding forth from the tractor shed.
Amanda Money had apple juice, dried apples,
relishes, and produce; Michael Pierce had olive
trees; and Jacques had woollen items. There
was pottery, the big farm garden, a shepherd,
sheepdogs, chickens—and visitors in the
outside sunshine.
On the way to and from Oktoberfest, many
people stopped in at the Rec Centre for the
annual Arts and Crafts sale. The big gym holds

it fully around the circle but, never fear, more
wonderful offerings took their place. Everyone
was well fed and I heard lots of happy
comments.
So many Saturna Islanders are fully familiar
with the pattern of celebrating and then
standing up to be part of the clean-up that this
communal get-together wasn’t a burden on
any one person. Hopefully these events will all
be part of our Thanksgiving weekend next year.

Local Government Elections

We have three candidates running for the two
Saturna Island trustee positions this election,
new candidate Lee Middleton and the
incumbents Paul Brent and Pam Janszen.
These are three people who live and work here,
do great community service, and are liked in
the community. I like this! We have the luxury
SATURNA, please turn to page 10

Do you have a story to tell about the Southern Gulf
Islands’ adventure of electing the first Green MP in
North America? 700 volunteers walked off Salt Spring to
join 1,300 people from Saanich to make it happen! Not
to mention folks from the Southern Gulf Islands. People
came from all over.
Christa Grace-Warrick is embarking on a book about this
amazing happening, which took place during two years,
from June 2009 to Elizabeth May’s Saanich–Gulf Islands’
election in May, 2011.

Christa would like to chat with as many people as
possible who had a part in this extraordinary event. Any
anecdote, however small, will be heard with pleasure.
Please call or email Christa: 250-216-2796,
g-wcommunications@shaw.ca
www.islandtides.com
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Oil producers need different prices

Oil comes from all over the world, and is extracted from the
ground in many different ways. Here’s a brief, incomplete, but
interesting run down on the prices needed by various
producers as crude prices go up
In the rest of the world,
and down. We’ll compare the
national oil companies
estimated ‘break-even’ per
must realize a price high
barrel price of produced oil
enough to support their
from various sources. 0
governments:
• Iran $130
In North America, the free
• Iraq $95-110
market in crude determines
• Venezuela $105
what type of production
• Russia $100
happens at what prices:
• Saudi Arabia $90
• Oil sands mining $90
• Angola $80
• US fracked shale oil $70
• Emirates $65-85
• Oil sands steam injection $65
• Kuwait $70
• Bakken crude $60
• Qatar $50

LETTERS from page 5

responded to our requests (which were supported by the Salt
Spring ferry advisory committee). While they hadn’t intended
to alter the Swartz Bay to Southern Gulf Islands service (Route
5), they again accepted the committee’s recommendation to
adjust the Friday PM service to match the Monday to Thursday
schedule. This provided improved service for Galiano and made
possible Friday evening access to Tsawwassen from Saturna,
something the other islands have always had, and Saturna has
never had in the fall-winter-spring schedule.
For what it’s worth, this is one of very few service cuts we’ve
seen in the past decade. There were no service cuts on Route 5,
setting it apart from most of the other minor and northern
routes. And these Route 9 cuts are minor compared to some of
the severe cuts imposed by the government on the other routes.
Excessive fare increases are fair game. Service cuts in the
southern islands, not so much. Blaming everything we may not
like on BC Ferries? Maybe have a closer look.
Brian Hollingshead, Chair, SGI Ferry Advisory Committee

Remembrance Day Inspiration

Photo: Toby Snelgrove, SNELGROVEimages.com

Stellar sea lions pose for their glamour shots on
the rocks of the Belle Chain.
At around 4pm, we were told to report to the M.O (Medical
Officer), get red crosses painted on the carrier’s sides, and
consider ourselves as part of his entourage. This was good news,
as the Red Cross was good armour, the German soldiers being
decent men who respected the Red Cross.
A man called Hodge was to take our place as the liaison
party. He was a married man, with children, from
Southampton, and was a fitter on the street-cars in civilian life.
He and the NCO in charge of his bren-gun carrier left about
4:30pm when it was nearly dark. They had not gone very far
when their carrier ran over a mine, killing Hodge instantly and
smashing the legs of the commander. These were Italian Box
mines, made of wood, so they didn’t register on the convential
mine detector. They were also on a ratchet, so many vehicles
could pass over them before the mine was activated.
It was pure chance that I was not the unfortunate one and I
have always spared a thought for Hodge on Remembrance Day.
I never knew what his first name was—he was known as Nobby.
I’ve a lot to be thankful for. A few days later, I got wounded in a
dive-bomber-attack and spent the next eight months in
hospitals and Convalescent Depots. Very nice, too. When I rejoined the Regiment, it was in Egypt, preparing to go to Greece,
where I finished my wartime service.
Michael R.S. Openshaw, Duncan

Dear Editor:
I was inspired to write the poem below upon the passing of my
father who was a WWII veteran
Remember Me
serving in the Royal Canadian
Bombing Iraq
Navy during the battle of the In the eleventh hour,
Dear
Editor:
North Atlantic. His ship, the On the eleventh day.
With regard to the Parliament speech by my MP
HMCS Weyburn, a Corvette, on You can feel their power.
Elizabeth May, reprinted in Island Tides (October
convoy duty was sunk on a cold, You can hear them say...
16,
2014), I wish to add some information.
dark, winter night in late Remember me...I’m your brother.
It
is important to include the whole picture on
February 1943. There was loss of Remember me...I’m your son.
Libya.
MP May claims that her party was the only
life and there was loss of limbs Remember me...I’m your sister.
one
to
vote against the continued bombing of
Your
daughter
too,
but
now
I’m
gone.
and although my father survived
Libya
in
June 2011. The NDP recognized the
he would never be the same Remember me...I’m your father.
difference
in intervening in a civil war and the
Remember
me...I’m
your
mom.
young man who lied about his
responsibility
to protect (R2P). That is why they
age in 1939 and ran off to join the Sisters, brothers, sons and daughters
supported
UN
resolution 1973 with a no-fly
Remember
me...
And
be
strong.
navy and the war. That young
provision
to
protect
civilians and supported the
man was gone forever. My father Remember me...I’m your husband.
first
two
motions
(March
21, 2011 and June 14,
Remember
me...I’m
your
wife.
never talked about the war. For
2011),
however
with
the
third
review it became
Remember
me...I
fought
for
freedom.
him it would always be too
Remember me...I gave my life.
clear
the
mission
had
drifted
and no longer
close...too dear...too painful.
followed
the
mandate
of
R2P.
So,
on
Sept 14, 2011
They’re
heros
all
When I think of my father…
the
NDP
withdrew
their
support
for
the
continued
Who
heed
the
call.
fighting for his life in the icy, ink
Who once stood proud
mission
by
voting
against
continued
participation.
black water of the North Atlantic, But took the fall.
Similarly, with the recent vote in the House of
I can’t help thinking how thin the
Commons
on whether to send our fighter jets and
So
lift
your
glass
line is between living and not
or bow and pray.
assist
in
the
Iraq war, all NDP MPs were united
living. Cross that line and my In this hour
with
their
free
vote against this, while the Green
children and their children And on this day.
Party was divided as the deputy leader, MP Bruce
would never exist.
Hyer voted with the Conservatives in favour of this
Our family’s story is anything but original, or for that matter
bombing
campaign
and MP May voted against. This mission is
unusual, as similar tales are being played out as I write this.
not
UN
sanctioned
but
led by the US.
When will it ever end?
It
is
always
a
difficult
decision on how to best contribute to
Ian M. Torrence, Texada Island
serious world events such as war and should not be the time to
try and score political points.
Remembrance Memory
Claudia Holding, Salt Spring Island
Dear Madam Editor,
Whipped Votes
As Remembrance Day approaches each year, I am reminded of
an unusual event, which certainly had an impact on my life. I Dear Editor:
was in Italy, in the 50th Battalion of the Royal Tank Regt in the ‘Whipping’ a vote brings forth connotations of pain and
second World War. I was driving a bren-gun carrier, and about suffering and being forced to do things against ones will. But
the obverse is that someone voting for a party should have
3pm on a November afternoon, I was told, along with the lanceconfidence that the positions outlined in the party platform are
corporal who was in charge, that we were to go to liaison with a
reflected in the votes in parliament.
regiment of the 8th Indian Division who were scheduled to
Elizabeth May presents herself as the leader of a party but,
mount an attack when it became dark, at about 4:30 or 5pm.

www.islandtides.com

by declaring that every vote is a free vote, refuses to take
responsibility for the way the other member of her party votes.
We are left wondering what exactly the Green Party stands for.
Is policy decided democratically during conventions, or does
Elizabeth May and her deputy leader make it up individually as
they see fit? A glaring example is when Bruce Hyer voted with
the Conservatives to go to war in Iraq, while Elizabeth May
declares the Green party to be the party of peace. Declaring war
is not a minor issue; any party should have a unified position
on something that serious.
Frances Havelaar, Salt Spring Island

Note from columnist Elizabeth May: I agree that Bruce should
have voted against the bombardment of Iraq. No matter how
ISIS provokes and outrages, bombardment in an illegal war
is likely to make things worse. I know he struggled with the
decision. However, he believed his constituents wanted him to
support the mission. The Green Party stands for grassroots
democracy. We have to walk the talk.

From The Most Schooled To The Least

Dear Editor:
OECD’s Education at a Glance-2014 reports that Canada is the
most schooled country in the world with 53% of adults holding
a post-secondary diploma. As expected, the most schooled have
on average the highest income and the best health.
Most poor countries have improved too. 15-years-ago, 108
million children of school age were not attending school. That
number dropped to 57 million, still far from the universal
primary education goal.
But who are these children?
Boys, and even more girls. Children handicapped because of
war. Children blind or sick because of food deficiencies or
infections. Children living in extreme poverty, or simply
children in remote areas where schools are only accessible via
long hikes over risky savannahs, steep hills, frozen rivers, old
rope bridges, etc.
But thanks to the support of the Global Partnership for
Education (GPE), set up in 2002, about 60 poor countries have
developed an education plan and doubled or even tripled the
share of their own national budget dedicated to primary
education. To provide support and coordination, the GPE itself
needs funding from donor countries. Canada has not yet
announced its contribution for the next 4 years.
In proportion to its GDP, Canada’s appropriate contribution
would be $30-50 million per year—i.e about 1% of its foreign
aid budget. One percent to activate the most powerful lever for
development—education.
Pamela Walden-Landry, Montreal

Taxpayers Funding Private Schools

Dear Editor:
The teachers’ strike may be over but this question I posed to
Education Minister Peter Fassbender has not been answered.
The letter was sent on June 25 and again in early September.
No reply has been received.
Dear Minister Fassbender,
Related to the current BC teachers’ strike and ongoing
dispute between the union and the government, I have a
question to which I would appreciate an answer:
What is the government’s rationale in funding private and
independent schools in this province?
As a taxpayer I am deeply offended that a sizeable chunk
of my education tax dollars go to subsidize private schools,
especially when the public system suffers. Surely the goal of
LETTERS, please turn to page 11
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Coordinated watershed
management planned for
St Mary Lake - Shannon Cowan

Dinner, anyone? An eagle enjoys a tasty snack of seal meat.

Photo: Toby Snelgrove, SNELGROVEimages.com

Film Review by Natalie Dunsmuir

I

Coastal Tarsands—Journey
to Deleted Islands

did not know what to expect as I sat down to watch ‘Coastal
Tarsands—Journey to Deleted Islands’. The documentary
is about the proposed building of the Northern Gateway
pipeline and the resulting increase of tanker traffic. Filmmaker
Richard Boyce travelled by kayak through the maze of islands
that make up BC’s coast, documenting the route that thousands
of tankers might soon be travelling, and speaking with locals
and researchers alike. He gave us a firsthand look at the
channels Enbridge widened in their promotional ads, the
mountains they flattened, and the islands they deleted. His
narration and use of clear facts gives us more information on
tankers and pipelines than I knew existed, and his breathtaking
visuals made it obvious in my mind that we cannot allow
tankers to travel through our waters.
The documentary began with music and video footage of the
beauty of the ocean and the Great Bear Rainforest. It takes us
on a journey through the incredible landscapes and introduced
me to awe-inspiring wildlife in a way that was close and
personal. Within the first fifteen minutes of the film I longed to
travel to the Kitimat region so that I might witness the coast
there myself.
I was taken away by the breathtaking beauty, peace, and
importance of the coast, and then, earthshatteringly, jarringly,
brought back to reality with powerful facts and clear visuals.
Boyce’s mixture of hope, urgency and information left me with
tears in my eyes for everything we have and the chance that we
might lose it.
Through a combination of interviews, video footage,
narration, maps, and pictures, Boyce tells the story of tankers
and BC’s coast—the narrow channels, busy waters, stunning
wildlife, unpredictable weather, unreported but devastating oil
spills, and shaky history of the Canadian government on clean
up after spills. He learned from marine biologists and took
wisdom from the words of First Nation elders.
About his movie Boyce says, ‘When I first tuned into the
Enbridge Corporation’s advertising campaign for its proposed
‘Northern Gateway Pipeline Project’ I was incensed. Outraged!
Anyone who lives on the West Coast and has looked at a map
could tell that a gross injustice was being presented to the public.
There is no gaping wide inlet, shaped like a massive slice of pie,
with its tip at Kitimat and opening out into the Pacific Ocean.
My reaction made it very clear to me that I had to do something
productive and as a filmmaker I decided to prove that the
Alberta corporation’s advertising is false. I took a cinematic
kayak journey with my girlfriend to explore the narrow channels
and maze of islands of BC’s North Coast.’
Like Boyce, if you want to be inspired to action, if you want
to be shocked, and, most of all, if you want to be educated, watch
this movie. It is the most solid collection of data and evidence
about tankers that I have come across yet and tells it—without
flourishes or half truths—as it is. It leaves me with a burning
desire to do something so that we do not have to wait until it’s
gone before we learn what we have.
Rent
or
download
this
film
online
at:
www.CoastalTarSands.ca. All proceeds will contribute
to raising public awareness. 0
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Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides pay for the
news! Mail or phone in your contribution today. 250-216-2267.

What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Saturday & Sunday, November 1 & 2

All Candidates Meeting for Local Government Elections—
Listen to your candidates and ask them questions; SAt, Nov 1:
Pender Island School, 1pm talk with CRD Director and North
Pender Trustee candidates; SuN, Nov 2: South Pender Fire Hall,
2pm, talk with the South Pender Trustee candidates• NoRtH &
SoutH PENDER

Tuesday & Friday, November 4 & 28

SSIWPA Public Meeting and open House—Salt Spring Island
Watershed Protection Authority (SSIWPA) Public Advisory
Committee for Integrated Management Planning for St Mary Lake
Watershed; all interested parties are invited to apply; tuES, Nov 4:
PAC Inaugural Meeting, SSI Library Program Room, 124 McPhillips
Ave, 2:30-4pm, open to the public; FRI, Nov 28: Annual Open
House, Lion’s Hall, 103 Bonnet Ave, 7-9 pm, all welcome • Info:
ssiwatersheds.ca/public-advisory-committee/ • SALt SPRING

Wednesday, November 5

All Candidates Meeting, Local Government Elections—Listen
to your candidates and ask them questions • Saturna Community
Hall • 7pm • SAtuRNA

Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Nov 7, 8 & 9

37th Annual Creative Craft Fairs—
over 125 professional exhibitors;
shop for Xmas gifts: specialty food,
stainglass, jewellery, woodwork, fine
art, photography, clothing,
homemade soap, specialty imports;
continuous draw prizes and
demonstrations • Pearkes Centre
(behind Tillicum Mall) • Fri: 12-8pm; Sat: 10am-5pm; Sun: 10am4pm • Info: www.creativecraftfairs.com • vICtoRIA

Saturday, November 8

the Lafayette String Quartet—Mayne Island Music Society is
pleased to present the Lafayette String Quartet • St Mary
Magdalene Church, 360 Georgina Pt Road • Doors, 7:00pm;
Music, 7:30pm • Tickets available at the door, Home Hardware,
Happy Tides, and Farm Gate Store • MAYNE

Saturday to Tuesday, November 8 to 11

Remembrance Day Family Fun Swims—Enjoy the wavepool,
pirate ship, diving boards, swirlpool, sauna and steam room •
Saanich Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right off Pat
Bay Hwy at Royal Oak exit) • Sat: 1-4pm, 6:30-8:30pm; Sun: 14pm, 6-8pm; Mon: 7-8:30pm; Tues: 10am-12:00pm, 1-4pm • Info:
24-hour swim info-line: 250.475.7620 • SAANICH

Saturday, November 8 & 15

A Northern tapestry—A unique and
extraordinary audio-visual journey
through time and landscape; a live
stage show celebrating Canada’s
landscape through the eyes of her
artists, poets, and writers; songs by
Geoff Noble and dramatic readings by
Susan Shillingford; special guest Arthur
Black; over 350 projections featuring artworks and photographs •
Artspring Theatre • Both shows 8pm • Tickets: $20 regular, $8
students, at Artspring BoxOffice, 250.537.2125 • Info:
www.whistlingfishproductions.com, 250.931.3221 • SALt SPRING

Sunday, November 9

All Candidates Meeting for Local Government Elections—
Listen to your candidates and ask questions • Lions hall • 1pm •
Info: Andrew Loveridge, 250.539.2507 • GALIANo

email: islandtides@islandtides.com

Water agencies have joined forces to create an innovative interagency body: the Salt Spring Island Watershed Protection
Authority, or SSIWPA. SSIWPA’s purpose is to cooperatively
develop and implement sustainable policies and initiatives for
protection and management of each of Salt Spring Island’s
watersheds, beginning with St Mary Lake.
The move came after a bloom of cyanotoxins of
unprecedented length and toxicity was measured in raw water
from St Mary Lake. The toxicity began in December 2011 and
finally ended September 2013. It was dominated by
cyanobacteria that produced microcystin-YR and microcystinLR, two of several types known to naturally occur.
A ‘Do Not Consume’ advisory was issued early, in response
to toxin in the treated water of one of St Mary’s two potable
water treatment systems. Fortunately, the toxin was destroyed
in the treated water by chlorine oxidation and all water districts
were able to provide potable water by increasing the chlorine
dosage. Continued high toxin concentrations in the raw water
resulted in a ‘No Swim’ advisory for St Mary Lake, which
elevated the public concern.
The new agency, SSIWPA, includes members from: BC
Ministry of Environment, BC Ministry of Health, Capital
Regional District, Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee
(Islands Trust), Highland Fernwood Water Service Commission
(CRD), North Salt Spring Waterworks District, and Island
Health (formerly the Vancouver Island Health Authority).
This October, SSIWPA welcomed aboard a team from
Compass Resource Management Ltd to assist in the Integrated
SSIWPA, please turn to page 12

Single-venue (50 words): $39.90 includes image
Multi-venue (70 words): $50.40 includes image
Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard, please

islandtides@islandtides.com or 250.216.2267

Wednesday, November 12

Gary Holman, MLA Community tour—Saturna Island
Community Meeting and Potluck; bring a dish,
share a meal, and chat about provincial issues
with your Gulf Islands MLA; this is a non-partisan
event and all are welcome • Saturna Island
Community Hall • Potluck: 5:30-6:30pm, Meeting:
7pm • Mobile Office Hours: 1pm-5pm • Info and
appointments: 1.855.955.5711 or
gary.holman.mla@leg.bc.ca. • SAtuRNA

Wed to Sun, Nov 12 to 16

‘Who We Are’ Book tour and Signing—Hear MP
Elizabeth May speak about her latest book: Who We
Are: Reflections on my Life and Canada; part
memoir, part recent Canadian history, all riveting •
WED, Nov 12: Vancouver, People’s Coop Bookstore,
2pm; WED, Nov 12: Vancouver, Canadian Memorial
United Church & Centre For Peace, 7:30pm; tHuRS,
Nov 13: Victoria, Bolen Books, 7pm; FRI, Nov 14: Duncan, The Old
Firehouse Wine Bar, 3pm; FRI, Nov 14: Courtenay, Laughing Oyster
Bookstore, 7pm; SAt, Nov 15: Parksville, McMillian Arts Centre,
2pm; SuN, Nov 16: Salt Spring, Artspring Theatre, 1pm • Info:
http://www.greenparty.ca/book-tour • vANCouvER, vICtoRIA,
DuNCAN, CouRtENAY, PARKSvILLE, SALt SPRING

Saturday, November 15

‘Common threads’ Book Launch—Hear
Vancouver eco-artist Sharon Kallis speak about
her new book ‘Common Threads: Weaving
Community through Collaborative Eco-Art’; a
detailed guide with hands-on instructions for repurposing green waste and invasive species
into beautiful works of art while connecting with
nature & one another • Vancouver Island
Regional Public Library • 1-2pm • Info: EJ@newsociety.com •
GABRIoLA

Saturday, November 15

Abattoir Birthday Bash Fundraiser—Come
celebrate the Abattoir’s second birthday! Local
foods buffet, music and entertainment, dancing,
silent auction, good company; Reeds and Wires,
Peter Prince; all procceds benefit the Salt Spring
Abattoir • Farmer’s Institute • 6pm • Tickets: $40 at
Foxglove Farm and Garden or online • Info and
tickets: plantofarm.org • SALt SPRING

Thursday & Friday, November 20 & 21

Harry Manx Dinner Show—Herons at the Heriot
Bay Inn • Seating at 6pm • $79/pp, includes
gourmet two course dinner and show; $59 showonly seats (limited); add a room for only $49 • Info
and reservations: 1.888.605.4545,
info@heriotbayinn.com • QuADRA

Saturday, November 22

Gabriola Agricultural Association
Christmas Market—30+ vendors with
food, crafts and more; raffle basket of
items donated by the vendors • Gabriola
Community Hall • 10am–4pm • Info:
250.247.8216 • GABRIoLA

Saturday, November 22

Yuletide Gift Faire—wonderful gifts, crafts and food; kitchen and
concession open • Pender Community Hall • 10am-4pm •
Admission by donation, proceeds go to the Hall • PENDER

www.islandtides.com
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Fog waves spiral above the treetops.

Peace in the forest
The Water System Experts
Since 1972
t Fountains & Watergardens
t Well Pumps & Water Systems
t Waste Water Pumps & Controls
t Water Treatment & Filtration

t Rainwater Harvesting
t Swimming Pools & Spas
t Landscape Lighting
tIrrigation

461 Dupplin Road Victoria B.C. 250-383-7145

www.vanislewater.com

The Simple
High-Performance
Septic System
Eljen GSF…Your Affordable
Solution for Today’s
Wastewater Challenges!

Ideal for New or
Replacement Systems

Suzanne Fournier

For the first time on Galiano Island—after eight elections over
the last 22 years—the divisive dispute over development of
forest lands is no longer the hot button issue in the Islands Trust
elections slated for November 15.
Ever since MacMillan Bloedel in 1990 put half of the island’s
land mass—virtually all of its Galiano commercial tree farm—
on the open real estate market, conflict has ensued. Those who
purchased forest land at bargain prices were angry they could
not develop the land into profitable subdivisions, without
following local rules. But BC’s highest court upheld the madeon-Galiano bylaws requiring preservation of the forest-base,
groundwater supplies and the rural character of Galiano. After
years of standoffs, with candidates (unsuccessful in all but one
election) endorsed by forest-lot owners, Galiano Island has
found a pathway to relative peace, at least on the forest front.
Trust policies have been followed to rezone forest lots and at the
same time provide benefit to the community.
Since the last election, in 2011, the out-going Galiano trustees
have worked with several large landowners to achieve rezoning
while offering benefits like parks and seniors’ housing. At the
same time, the integrity of forest lands will be respected, as will
water supplies, shoreline access and other precious
environmental values. Housing sites will be clustered and
planned in an orderly fashion, rather than breaking up Galiano’s
predominant Coastal Douglas Fir ecosystem.
‘We set out to achieve as trustees an approach of planned,
orderly development,’ says Galiano trustee Louise Decario, who
will be stepping down after many years of public service and not
running for a third term. ‘Through careful good government,
we’ve been able to plan, not prohibit, development, to protect
our forest lands for the future and provide some waterfront for
the public to enjoy as well.’
The approach followed by Decario and her fellow incumbent
trustee Sandy Pottle, who is running for a third term as Galiano
trustee, also is applauded by Richard Dewinetz, Galiano’s largest
private owner of forest-zoned lands. The Islands Trust paid
tribute in January, 2014, to the ‘years of work’ by the Local Trust
Committee leading up to the comprehensive Dewinetz
rezoning. Along with 12 five-acre Rural Residential lots
Dewinetz calls ‘The Estates at Panorama Ridge,’ 65 hectares
were rezoned to nature protection and transferred to BC Parks
to expand the existing Bodega Ridge Park. Dewinetz said he
GALIANO FORESTS, please turn to next page

Innovative Products and Solutions Since 1970



FREE
SHIPPING
in Canada with
order over $70.

eljen.com

Honouring
our Veterans
Gary Holman, MLA
Saanich North and the Islands
2393 Beacon Ave., Sidney V8L 1W9
250-655-5711 / 1-855-955-5711
gary.holman.mla@leg.bc.ca
www.garyholman.ca

SATURNA from page 7

of three islanders who say they are willing to put considerable
time and effort into consulting with the community, doing
research on island issues, utilizing our Land Use Bylaw and
Official Community Plan, attending Island Trust meetings and
related meetings on our behalf, and much more.
And before two of them get to the point of the actual job, all
are willing to explain themselves, stand up alone, and attest in
public to the fact that they think they are suitable for the job—
now that takes jam!
On November 5, Wednesday, at the Community Hall there
will be an All Candidates Meeting, Lee Middleton will have had
a Meet and Greet on October 26, Saturna’s Scribbler magazine
will print candidate questions and answers, and SIPOA will do
the same.
Come and see and listen in person to these people willing to
represent you. Nothing replaces your own judgement and
experience of a person’s voice, thinking ability, and body
language as they field questions and talk with the audience and
among themselves—engage yourself and do your part to honour
their effort.

Democracy

My gratitude for what we have is underlined by the protests in
Hong Kong. I find the pictures of the young, old, middle-aged
females and males in Hong Kong with their many colours and
sizes of umbrellas, quietly lined-up facing the uni-toned straight
lines of young men with weapons, haunting.
That Saturna’s three candidates can freely—with only respect
to limit them—present their ideas, talk among each other, ask
questions, and answer questions from the public is a marvel.
They have rules to guide expenditures and we collectively pay
for the whole system of voting, counting, and printing ballots—
all that makes for the structure of an election in a civil society.
How good can it get?
Municipal elections have the lowest turn out of any level of
governmental elections and they are the place where we have
the most access to candidates and influence over public policy.
I am proud that Saturna Island has a long-lived record of
excellent voter turnout.

Lost Well

I have lost the well at Haggis Farm! The well has performed
faultlessly for twenty-five-years and drifted out of mind as
playing a part in how the water always flows out of the places it
always does on demand.
There was a legion of things that Jon and I talked about and
shared and worked together on in our 35-years together before
he died—but the exact location of the farm’s wellhead slipped
right by! Pictures, written records, big signs with all pertinent
information should be created for all the service functions that
a house performs. These things should be copied and sent to
children, given to your favorite electrician, somehow put beyond
the barriers of faulty memory.
Many trades people and friends have given great advice and
help and the funny part has been hearing stories of islanders
who have lost septic fields, tanks, and other vital pieces of house
functioning systems. Soon I hope to join the humorous
anthology of island lore and toast success with a glass of water
from the house tap! 0

<

Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides pay for the
news! Mail or phone in your contribution today. 250-216-2267
Thank You!

Missed something? You can read ‘searchable’ back issues online:
www.islandtides.com. There are topic archives, too!
www.islandtides.com
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BC’s 10-Year Transportation
Plan - Brian Hollingshead

The Province recently announced its intention to consult British Columbians on what
they’d like to see for transportation improvements over the next ten years
(www.engage.gov.bc.ca/transportationplan/). The website includes a discussion guide
and survey. Responses will be accepted until December 12.
The new plan will focus on moving goods and people safely and reliably, growing
the economy, and connecting and strengthening communities. An insert states ‘a safe,
efficient, integrated and affordable transportation network is the backbone of BC’s
economy.’
The overview of the existing transportation network includes highways and side
roads, trucking, cycling and pedestrian facilities, transit, airports, ports, rail, and lastly,
ferries.
The discussion guide describes thirty-three ‘significant infrastructure milestones
across BC since 2001’. Of those, zero refer to coastal ferries.
The brief section on coastal ferries includes the following: ‘In 2012 and 2013, the
Province engaged coastal communities and ferry users from across BC about strategies
to ensure the long term sustainability of the coastal ferry network. This followed an
extensive public consultation by the BC Ferry Commissioner. These consultations and
engagement results will inform the ferries portion of ‘BC on the Move’.’
In other words, the service cutting exercise of the past two winters constitutes any
connection of the ferry system, one of the largest in the world, to a 10-year
transportation plan for the province. For British Columbians wishing to relate ferry
system issues to the bigger picture: sorry, that ship has already sailed.
One can’t help but appreciate the irony—BC Ferries recently hosted the 2014
Interferry conference, a gathering of major ferry operators from around the world, and
yet the coastal ferry system is shut out from the discussion for an integrated provincewide transportation plan. 0

GALIANO FORESTS from previous page

consulted closely with trustee Pottle on the development. ‘I
would say Sandy was 110% responsible for advising on the
community benefits,’ said Dewinetz. In addition to a condition
requiring him to transfer the proceeds of the sale of one lot to
seniors’ housing, Dewinetz also has offered—as his lots sell—
$50,000 to the new North Galiano fire hall, and $100,000 to
the Galiano Museum Society.
Dewinetz himself credits Decario and Pottle for ‘taking a
more reasonable approach and being prepared to sit down and
talk to find a solution.’ He admits his fellow forest-lot owners
have been paying close attention to his cooperative approach,
after years of ‘fighting that was just too much for everybody.’
Dewinetz acknowledges ‘there has been a complete change
of attitude on Galiano—I decided this had been going on long
enough and that I could find some co-operation if I offered to
give something back to the community.’
Meanwhile, forest lot owner Bowie Keefer, who was an
unsuccessful candidate in the 2011 election and a key
protagonist in the forestland dispute since its inception, is
coming forward with his partners on November 3 to a
community information meeting and public hearing. Keefer’s
proposal combines two options for forest rezoning into one, by
dividing a large district lot into his own 50-acre lot which would
be rezoned to F3, a Galiano land-use designation that permits
one house accessory to forest use. Keefer also would sign a
covenant permitting him to practice sustainable forestry outside
the non-residential portion. The rest of the development would
be rezoned into five 5-acre residential lots with the rest to BC

LETTERS from page 8

your ministry with regards to primary, middle and
secondary schools should be to achieve the highest possible
standards of education so that families and students would
not be seeking alternatives. It seems that the current state
of affairs in the public system is only encouraging more
students to seek alternatives with the potential of even more
private schools opening. I have read that private school
funding has grown by 45.6% since 2005 while public school
funding has increased by only 16.9%. Surely these numbers
should be reversed?
I look forward to your reply and wish for a satisfactory
and progressive end to this current dispute.
Helen O’Brian, Mayne Island

Thank You Letter From Contributer

Dear Editor:
I just wanted to thank you for your continued support of my
photography. In the big world of news media, you’re the only
paper that has paid for photos.
It’s not all about the money but I appreciate your
thoughtfulness and the great coverage you produce. Happy to
continue working together for a better future.
TJ Watt, Victoria

School Trustee Election

Dear Editor:
We are currently facing two pivotal moments in public
education in British Columbia.
Firstly, we have just ended a lengthy strike that will bring
five years of labour stability and an opportunity to rebuild
relationships and strengthen our education system. Over the
past several months there has been a focus on what was wrong
with the system rather than what is right. Now is the time to
shift that focus back to what we all have in common—success
for students.
British Columbia has one of the best education systems in
the world because of fabulous teachers, administrators, and
support staff. Yes, there are still challenges to overcome. There
will always be a need for increased funding and staffing. But our
education system should not be defined by the challenges. It
should be defined by our willingness and ability to work

Almost a century of Salt Spring apples. George Scott (1920) and Harry Burton (2014)
harvesting Bramleys.

Parks to expand Dionisio Point Provincial Park, and another
portion going to the Capital Regional District parks and
recreation commission for a new waterfront park.
Decario says the Keefer proposal shows the options available
to forestland owners, allowing residential use while ‘still keeping
the forest working for us rather than transferring it to BC Parks,
and at the same time getting a new waterfront park for the
whole community.’
Now Dewinetz has been offering advice and consultation to
his fellow forest-lot landowners, with some success. ‘The
Flemming Larsen group of six to seven landowners is coming
forward with a proposal right after the election,’ says Dewinetz,
who notes he has also been talking to the two individuals who
own a large lot right at the entrance to Dionisio Point Provincial
Park, which has been a marine-access-only park since the road
was blocked off to the public in 1995. If the Keefer and Larsen
proposals are successful, the road to Coon Bay, as the locals call
it, will be open save for the last large lot.
David Ages, running for office as a trustee, pays tribute to
the ‘calm, thoughtful leadership’ of both Louise Decario and
Sandy Pottle, his running mate. ‘What’s really important is that
we’ve been able to find local solutions to our local issues, and
that forest-lot owners themselves have discovered what we’ve
been saying for a long time, that it is possible to find solutions
to land-use issues on forest lands within our current bylaws,’
says Ages. ‘And there’s a very positive feeling on-island, with the
Tapovan Peace Park, the library, museum, food program, and
the Galiano Conservancy’s learning centre—it’s all a positive
perfect storm.’ 0
together to overcome them. Success is a team effort and it is
now time for us to once again work together as a team.
The second pivotal moment will occur on November 15, the
date of local trustee and municipal elections in British
Columbia. On this day you will have an opportunity to elect the
women and men who will lead and oversee public education in
your community. School trustees working in their communities
with education partners and parents provide focus and
direction to help realize the educational aspirations of students
throughout the province. Public education is everyone’s
business. It is the engine that will determine the success of our
province. Our future employees, leaders, parents and citizens
will come from today’s classrooms. November 15 is your
opportunity to select the individuals in your community who
will advocate for that future, and who will determine the
directions to guide this critical public investment.
Public education is always exciting and challenging in British
Columbia. When I see students in our classrooms supported by
dedicated teachers, administrators, support staff, and trustees,
I see the future.
Working together with a clear focus on what is best for
students ensures that the future will be bright.
Teresa Rezansoff, President, BC School Trustees Association

Awakening The Need to Vote

Dear Editor:
The ferry issue never goes away, people say. It’s true, this issue
walks. When I ferried to visit my 92-year-old mother on the
Mainland, I was on a BC Ferries eco-tourism trip, and urged to
witness the growth of Kelowna while staying at the Sandman
Inn. What is one to think, but begin to look around.
The Prime Minister will receive $161,000 a year in pension,
and Mr Hahn of a ‘provincial ferry system helm’ has retired with
$300,000 for the same time served. Isn’t this a social
corruption issue? A dissolution of democracy by privateers
aided by the blessings of our government’s ideology along with
our taxes?
It’s for our own good. Barely a peep from us, simply a request
to return the ferries to the Ministry of Transportation, as it used
to be a decade ago.

Margaret Boyd 1926 - 2014

Boyd, Margaret Georgina passed away peacefully in Port
Alberni on Thursday, October 16, at 87 years of age.
She is survived by Bob, her husband of 69 years; sons
Stan (Shirley) and Ritchie; daughter Judy Nixon (Ken);
grandchildren Bobby (Amy),
Rusty, Lee (Alie), and Amber
(Jamie); great grandchildren
Owen, Emma, Mason, Alex,
Kendal and Carter as well as
sisters Rita, Shirley and Cathy
and many nieces, nephews and
friends.
The family would like to
extend a special ‘Thank You’ to
Penny, Paula, Renata and all her
Tops friends and to Dr Van Zyl,
Alice, Rev Bruce Greenwood
and the Nurses and Doctors at
West Coast General Hospital.
A celebration of her life will take place at 2pm on
Saturday, November 1, at 2849 B Brandon Avenue in Port
Alberni. Cremation has taken place. Stories and condolences
may be forwarded to the family by visiting
www.chapelofmemories.ca.

How can these people deal with the broad issues of our
survival upon a finite planet if they can’t even think out how to
run a ferry boat?
It’s no wonder young people aren't showing up to vote for
this Social Casket Club operating out of Victoria.
One is only given a choice to vote against a ‘bad guy’.
It’s not a passion suitable for children to grow up with, and
one hears often ‘don't take your kids to the Legislature’. It’s too
embarrassing.
This is a world out there alive, I know, I’ve had children. So
why not adopt The Platform for Canada 2015 as worded in
Island Tides—only be inclusive so it reads Canada/BC, Prime
Minister/Premier.
Let’s use the proportional voting system which is acclaimed
to be the best one in use for Europe. They already have worked
it out. Why do you have to be elected first using the worn-out
rule book of the Casket Club before it’s possible? Why don’t you
do it now and have a reason to be elected? So make the Platform
Canada 2015 into a BC Provincial Referendum.
Let us awaken the need to vote.
Hugh McNab, Read Island 0

<

Did you appreciate the letters? Help Island Tides pay
for publishing them! Mail or phone in your $30 annual
subscription today. Don’t delay—be part of the Island
Tides team. 250-216-2267. Thank You!

www.islandtides.com
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Bombs Away! - Frants Attorp
‘Lock your office door and
Iraq (George W Bush)
stay away from the windows...’

W

Elizabeth May

ednesday, October 22, was set to be
a typically busy day in the House.
From my first meetings in Centre
Block on Parliament Hill starting at 7am to
heading to my Confederation Building office
for staff meetings, reviewing our amendments
to try to stop the legislation to dismantle harm
reduction sites (like In-Site), improve
legislation aimed at increasing hiring of
veterans, and then on to meeting with the other
MPs who fall into the category of representing
small parties or independents. At 2pm sharp,
I had been prepared to make a statement in the
House honouring the Dalai Lama, whom I will
be seeing on Friday in Vancouver, and calling
for China to respect human rights in Tibet. By
4pm, I was to be testifying in the Senate
committee studying my private members bill
for a National Lyme Disease strategy. At
6:30pm, I was to be debating climate policy
with the Parliamentary Secretary for the
environment. The evening was a series of
meetings,
including
with
former
Parliamentarians at their annual meeting.
Well, that was what was supposed to
happen.
Instead, October 22 was a day of tragedies
and shock. As I write this, I am still in lockdown. With seven of my staff in Confederation
Building, our office door is locked and we are
staying away from the windows. The security
officers are still monitoring our hallways. We
were told eight hours ago to lock the office door
and stay away from the windows.
It doesn’t feel real and I wish it were not.
Right now I feel we have more questions than
answers.
What we do know is that a member of our
Armed Forces has been killed at the War
Memorial located a stone’s throw from
Parliament Hill. We also know that the
Sergeant at Arms, my friend Kevin Vickers,
was responsible for shooting and killing the
armed man inside Centre Block. There are
reports of a second shooter, but that remains

www.islandtides.com

unconfirmed.
On Monday, October 20, a soldier was
killed in a small community in Quebec, SaintJean-sur-Richelieu south of Montreal. Martin
Rouleau, the driver of the car, had deliberately
taken aim at members of our armed forces who
were off-duty in a shopping centre parking lot.
He was killed shortly afterward by police.
Rouleau was known to the police because his
parents became alarmed about his erratic
behaviour and sudden conversion to radical
beliefs. The description of his circumstances
suggest mental health issues may have played
a role. We know nothing right now about the
assailant (or assailants) in Ottawa today.
So, while it is too early to jump to
conclusions, I intend to hold fast to the
following: we must ensure that this appalling
act of violence is not used to justify a
disproportionate response. We must not resort
to hyperbolic rhetoric. We need to determine
if these actions are coordinated to any larger
group or are the actions of one or two deranged
individuals. If it is the latter we must develop
tools and a systematic approach to dissuade
our youth from being attracted to violent
extremist groups of any kind. We need to
protect our rights and liberties in a democracy.
We do know that through history these
kinds of events open the door to a loss of
democracy. Naomi Klein details the elements
of seizing the opportunity created by tragedy
or tumult in Shock Doctrine. The title of her
new and important book on climate, This
Changes Everything, is correct—the threat of
the climate crisis changes everything. The
shootings on Parliament Hill do not change
everything.
It is up to all of us to ensure that, to the
extent we encounter demands for change, we
keep in the forefront of our minds that once we
surrender any rights it is very difficult to restore
them. Let’s demand answers, sensible policies,
and proportionate responses. 0

s Canada prepares to join other nations
in dropping more bombs on the
Middle East, it’s worthwhile to
examine the effects of past aerial bombing
campaigns.

Vietnam

In the 1960s and ’70s, as politicians whipped
up fear of communism, the United States
carpet-bombed large parts of Vietnam,
Cambodia and Laos. By the end of the war,
seven million tons of bombs had been dropped
on Indochina—more than the total used during
World War II. The result, despite the
deployment of hundreds of thousands of
ground troops, was that the Americans became
mired in an unwinnable war of attrition against
Viet Cong guerrillas and other forces, and
eventually had to withdraw. Cities were
destroyed, and millions of people—many of
them civilian—were killed, maimed or
rendered homeless.

Afghanistan

In 1979, the Soviet Union tried to take on
Afghan guerrilla warriors in a similar manner,
with heavy reliance on aerial bombardment.
The results were also similar: a full withdrawal
by the Russians ten years later and a country
left in ruins. Again, millions killed, maimed or
forced to flee their homes.

SSIWPA from page 9

Planning process. Compass RM is employed
by SSIWPA through the administration of
Islands Trust. Compass RM will guide
SSIWPA in a decision process for St Mary Lake
watershed through the first part of 2015, to
integrate current scientific evidence and values
with local knowledge and values, including
equitable community consultation.
For one year (July 2014 to July 2015)
SSIWPA’s Technical Advisory Committee is
measuring a suite of lake, creek and
groundwater parameters, forming the most
comprehensive and updated nutrient budget
for this lake to date—a necessary step. The
resulting St Mary Lake Management Plan will
make sustainable supply of safe drinking water
a priority, while promoting healthy aquatic and
terrestrial ecosystems and vibrant human

One would think a lesson had been learned,
but not a chance! In 2003, acting on trumpedup allegations of weapons of mass destruction,
the Americans used ‘shock and awe’
bombardment to topple Saddam Hussein and
try to impose US-style democracy on Iraq.
When Bush’s ‘mission accomplished’ speech
turned out to be nothing more than wishful
thinking, the ‘coalition of the willing’ sent tens
of thousands of troops into the region. The end
result? Towns flattened, millions killed,
wounded or forced to flee, and a reinvigorated
al-Qaeda. Far from bringing peace and
prosperity to Iraq, the Americans left behind a
landscape poisoned by depleted uranium, and
a civil war that rages to this day.

Afghanistan (the sequel)

Then there is the Afghan conflict in which
Canada was embroiled for a decade. Despite
intense aerial attacks by the West and more
than 100,000 ‘boots on the ground’, the
Taliban has not been defeated and internal
divisions between ethnic, political and tribal
groups have not been resolved. There is a very
real possibility the chaos will deepen as the US
withdraws the last of its troops and funding
dries up. (Is it surprising that more civilians
BOMBS AWAY, please turn to page 14

ecologies and economies.
Information about St Mary Lake water
quality and conservation is available in
SSIWPA meeting minutes (ssiwatersheds.ca),
as well as from North Salt Spring Waterworks
District (www.northsaltspringwaterworks.ca)
and the Highland Fernwood Water Service
Commission on the CRD website
(www.crd.bc.ca).
SSIWPA’s Public Advisory Committee
(PAC) will meet for the first time on November
4 in the Salt Spring Island Library program
room at 2:30pm. This meeting is open to the
public. Anyone interested in serving on the
public advisory, please contact coordinator
Shannon Cowan. SSIWPA is holding an open
house on Friday November 28 at Lion’s Hall
on Salt Spring Island. All are welcome. 0
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Islands Trust - Local Trustees
Notice of Election by Voting | 2014 General Local Election
Public notice is hereby given that General Voting Day will be held from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm
on Saturday, November 15, 2014 to elect persons to serve a four-year term of office from
December 2014 until after the 2018 election held in accordance with the legislation in the Local
Government Act) as Local Trustees for the six island trust areas under the Islands Trust.
Galiano Island Local Trust Area - Two Trustees to be Elected:
Surname
Given Name(s)
Residential Address
AGES
Dave
391 Cain Road, Galiano Island, BC
HARRIS
George Robert
520 Cameron Lane, Galiano Island, BC
POTTLE
Sandy
5630 Porlier Pass Road, Galiano Island, BC
Mayne Island Local Trust Area - Two Trustees to be Elected:
Surname
Given Name(s)
Residential Address
CRUMBLEHULME Brian
639 Horton Bay Road, Mayne Island, BC
DODDS
Jeanine Gay
720 Simpson Road, Mayne Island, BC
David P.
484 Cherry Tree Bay Road, Mayne Island, BC
MAUDE
North Pender Island Local Trust Area - Two Trustees to be Elected:
Surname
Given Name(s)
Residential Address
BARBER
Dianne Beverly
37158 Schooner Way, North Pender Island, BC
HANCOCK
Ken
6610 Harbour Hill Drive, North Pender Island, BC
MASSELINK
Derek
4316 Clam Bay Road, North Pender Island, BC
(Bright Future Party)
STEEVES
Gary
2702 Yawl Lane, North Pender Island, BC
Salt Spring Island Local Trust Area - Two Trustees to be Elected:
Surname
Given Name(s)
Residential Address
GRAMS
George Frederick 890 Walkers Hook Road, Salt Spring Island, BC
GRIMES
Christine
544 Vesuvius Bay Road, Salt Spring Island, BC
GROVE
Peter Frederick
110 Ensilwood Road, Salt Spring Island, BC
Vincent
1325A Sunset Drive, Salt Spring Island, BC
MacDONALD
Saturna Island Local Trust Area – Two Trustees to be Elected:
Surname
Given Name(s)
Residential Address
BRENT
Paul Sheldon
116 Winter Cove Road, Saturna Island, BC
JANSZEN
Pamela Joy
251 East Point Road, Saturna Island, BC
MIDDLETON
Lee Robert
425 East Point Road, Saturna Island, BC
South Pender Island Local Trust Area - Two Trustees to be Elected
Surname
Given Name(s)
Residential Address
JONES
Mike
7048 Wallace Drive, Brentwood Bay, BC
McCONCHIE
Bruce Michael
8806 Canal Road, South Pender Island, BC
SCHOLEFIELD
Wendy Alison
9944 Gowlland Point Road, South Pender Island, BC
THORN
Cameron Allan
209-2468 Bayswater Street, Vancouver, BC and
9884 Castle Road, South Pender Island, BC
The following constitutes the designated island trust areas for the purpose of electing Local
Trustees to the Islands Trust: Galiano Island Local Trust Area - Galiano, Ballingall, Charles, Gossip,
Julia, Lion Islets, Parker, Retreat, Sphinx, Wise, Lot 145 Whaler Bay. Mayne Island Local Trust Area
- Mayne, Curlew, Georgeson North Pender Island Local Trust Area - North Pender, Boat Islet,
Fane, Roe Islet, Lot 31 A & B Colston Cove, Lot 50 Grimmer Bay, Lot 176 Otter Bay, Lot 32 Bedwell
Harbour, Arbutus, Brethour, Chads, Coal, Comet, D’Arcy, Forrest, Gooch, Goudge, Hood, Imrie,
James, Knapp, Moresby, Portland, Pym, Rubly, Rum, Sidney, Tortoise Islets. Salt Spring Island
Local Trust Area - Salt Spring, Acland, Bright, Buriel Islet, Channel, Deadman, Goat, Grace, Hall,
Hawkins, Idol, Isabella, Jackscrew, Mowgli, Norway, Piers, Prevost, Red Islets, Russell, Secretary,
Secret, Sisters - First, Second, Third, Wallace, Lot 73 Long Harbour, Lot 349 Ganges Harbour, Lot 222
Long Harbour, Lot 344 Stuart Channel. Saturna Island Local Trust Area - Saturna, Anniversary,
Belle Chain Islets, Cabbage, Java Islets, King Islets, Lizard, Pine, Samuel, Trevor Islet, Tumbo, Lot 65
East of Samuel. South Pender Island Local Trust Area - South Pender, Blunden Islet, Skull Islet.
Voting Opportunities
Voting places will be open from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm on Saturday, November 15, 2014 to
qualified electors of the Capital Regional District at:
Salt Spring Island
• Community Gospel Chapel, 147 Vesuvius Bay Road, Salt Spring Island, BC
• Fulford Elementary School (Gym), 203 South Ridge Road, Salt Spring Island, BC
• Salt Spring Island Public Library, 129 McPhillips Avenue, Salt Spring Island, BC
• Richmond Secondary School, 7171 Minoru Blvd., Richmond, BC
• Piers Island Fire Hall, Piers Island, BC
Southern Gulf Islands
• Agricultural Hall, 430 Fernhill Road, Mayne Island, BC
• Lions Hall, 992 Burrill Road, Galiano Island, BC
• Pender Island Elementary/Secondary School, 5714 Canal Road, Pender Island, BC
• Saturna Recreation Centre, 140 Harris Road, Saturna Island, BC
• Richmond Secondary School, 7171 Minoru Blvd., Richmond, BC
Advance Voting Opportunities will be available from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm on Wednesday,
November 5, 2014 and Wednesday, November 12, 2014 at:
Salt Spring Island
• Salt Spring Island Public Library, 129 McPhillips Avenue, Salt Spring Island, BC
• Mary Winspear Centre, 2243 Beacon Avenue, Sidney, BC
Southern Gulf Islands
• Agricultural Hall, 430 Fernhill Road, Mayne Island, BC
• Lions Hall, 992 Burrill Road, Galiano Island, BC
• Pender Island Elementary/Secondary School, 5714 Canal Road, Pender Island, BC
• Saturna Recreation Centre, 140 Harris Road, Saturna Island, BC
• Mary Winspear Centre, 2243 Beacon Avenue, Sidney, BC

Mail Ballot Voting is now available to electors who:
• have a physical disability, illness or injury that affects their ability to vote at another voting
opportunity, or
• expect to be absent from the regional district on general voting day (Saturday, November 15, 2014)
and at the times of all advance voting opportunities (Wednesday, November 5 and 12, 2014).
You must be a qualified Resident or Non-Resident property elector to vote.
To Register To Vote By Mail, eligible electors who meet the criteria must submit a completed
application form in advance of general voting day, November 15, 2014. Application forms are
available on the CRD website at www.crd.bc.ca/mailballot. Completed application forms may be
submitted via email, mail, in person or via fax at the following contact information listed below:
Capital Regional District, Legislative & Information Services
5th floor, 625 Fisgard Street, PO Box 1000, Victoria, BC, V8W 2S6
Phone: 250.360.3129 | Toll free: 1.800.663.4425 local 3129
Fax: 250.360.3130 | Email: legserv@crd.bc.ca
If you are not on the Provincial Resident Elector List or the CRD Non-Resident Property List of
Electors, you may now register at the time of filling in your ballot. If you wish to confirm that your
name is on the List of Electors, please call the number listed above.
After receiving a mail ballot application, the CRD will send out the applicable mail ballot package
commencing on or about Monday, October 27, 2014 for the following:
• Electoral Area Director
• Islands Trust Local Area Trustee
• School Trustee
• Assent Voting for Salt Spring Island Transportation
• Assent Voting for Galiano Health Care Centre
If we receive your application after November 3, 2014, and time does not permit mailing, you
should arrange to pick up a package from the CRD, Legislative & Information Services, at the address
listed above. To be counted for the election or assent voting, your mail ballot must be received
by the Chief Election Officer no later than 8 pm on Saturday, November 15, 2014 at address listed
above. It is the obligation of the person applying to vote by mail ballot to ensure that the mail
ballot is received by the Chief Election Officer within this time limit.
Elector Qualifications
Resident Elector - You are entitled to vote as a Resident Elector if you are 18 years or older on
voting day (Nov. 15, 2014), are a Canadian Citizen, have resided in British Columbia for the past six
months and within the boundaries of the jurisdiction for the past 30 days. If registering on voting
day, you must provide two documents proving identity and residency (one must have a signature).
Non-Resident Property Elector - If you are 18 years or older on voting day (Nov. 15, 2014), are
a Canadian Citizen, have resided in British Columbia for the past six months, have owned and held
registered title to property within the boundaries of the jurisdiction for the past 30 days, do not
qualify as a Resident Elector, you may vote as a Non-Resident Property Elector provided that you:
a) have registered on or before Sept. 23, 2014, or
b) apply at the time of voting. The following information is required at the time of application:
• a recent title search, state of title certificate, or property tax notice, showing the names of all of
the registered owners,
• 2 pieces of identification proving identity and residency (one must have a signature), and,
• in the case of more than one owner of the property, a completed consent form signed by the
majority of the owners (including the person registering) designating you as the person entitled
to vote for the property (original signatures only; facsimiles of signatures not acceptable).
A copy of the consent form may be downloaded from: https://www.crd.bc.ca/about/how-we-aregoverned/elections-other-voting/elector-qualifications-registration
The following are acceptable classes of documents for proof of identity:
• BC driver’s licence
• BC ID card issued by the Motor Vehicle Branch
• BC CareCard or Gold CareCard
• Request for Continued Assistance form SDES8
• Social Insurance Card (Canada)
• Citizenship Card (Canada)
• Real property tax notice (municipal or rural)
• Credit card or debit card issued by a savings institution
• Utility bill
Please Note:
1) Only one Non-Resident Property Elector may vote per property, regardless of how many owners
there may be. Further, you may vote for only one property, no matter how many properties you
own within the jurisdiction.
2) You may register on voting day if you meet the qualifications set out above. If you are already
registered as a Non-Resident Property Elector, and provided that you still meet all of the
requirements of the Local Government Act in order to be registered under this category, you are
not required to re-register in order to vote.
3) No corporation is entitled to be registered as an elector or have a representative registered as an
elector, and no corporation is entitled to vote. Individuals who are on title with corporations are
not entitled to register or vote. Individuals who own an undivided interest in land on which the
balance is held by a corporation are not entitled to vote.
4) Automated vote counting machines will be used for the Salt Spring Island vote.
For questions regarding voting and voter registration call the Capital Regional District @
250.360.3129 or Toll Free 1.800.663.4425 local 3129, or Mr. Tom Moore @ 250.472.0059.
Dated this 22nd day of October, 2014
Thomas F. Moore
Chief Election Officer
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Pender’s Tim Frick inducted into Canada’s Sports Hall of Fame
egendary wheelchair basketball
bench boss Tim Frick has become
the first paralympic coach ever to be
inducted into Canada’s Sports Hall of
Fame. The October 22 induction took
place at the Mattamy Athletic Centre in
Toronto, Ontario.
As head coach of the Canadian
Women’s Wheelchair Basketball Team
from 1990 to 2009, Frick, of Pender
Island, developed Team Canada into one
of the most dominant teams in the history
of Canadian amateur sports. He led
Canada to a decade-long undefeated streak
in major international competition,
including an unprecedented three
consecutive Paralympic gold medals in
1992, 1996 and 2000; and four
consecutive World Championship gold
medals in 1994, 1998, 2002 and 2006. Frick’s teams also
captured bronze medals at the 1990 World Championship and
2004 Paralympic Games.
‘It is a tremendous honour to be inducted into Canada’s
Sports Hall of Fame as the first Paralympic coach, and it’s made
even more special to be joining the two athletes who made my
involvement in Paralympic sport possible, Rick Hansen and
Terry Fox,’ said Frick. ‘But really it was 19-plus years of
dedicated athletes and staff, great assistant coaches, and
unwavering support from Wheelchair Basketball Canada and
the Canadian Paralympic Committee that made our legacy
possible. I wish I could thank every Team Canada player and
supporter personally for a lifetime of wonderful friendships and
magical experiences.’
Frick, who is the world’s most successful wheelchair
basketball coach of all-time, was joined on stage by two of his
former athletes. Wheelchair basketball Paralympian and threetime gold medalist, Marni Abbott-Peter and the ‘Man in
Motion’, Rick Hansen, presented Tim with his award.
‘Tim has changed the sport of wheelchair basketball around
the world with his positive attitude and enthusiasm for the
game,’ said Abbott-Peter. ‘He is a creative, innovative learner
and teacher and has the power to guide, inspire, and empower
an athlete, or team, to achieve their full potential. He cares
deeply about people and abides by his mantra to ‘enjoy every
moment’. I am lucky to have been coached by Tim and even
luckier to have him as a friend.’
Frick was inducted into the Wheelchair Basketball Canada
Hall of Fame in 2012, and the Canadian Paralympic Hall of
Fame in 2013. The Canadian Paralympic Committee also named
its high-performance coaching excellence award the Tim Frick

Paralympic Coach Excellence Award in his honour in 2010.
‘Tim’s accomplishments on and off the court are simply
staggering. He is certainly most deserving of the honour and
distinction of being the first Paralympic coach inducted into
Canada’s Sports Hall of Fame. His contributions to the sport
continue to have a positive impact and help to position Canada
as a world leader in wheelchair basketball, making him a truly
inspirational role model for all Canadians,’ said Wheelchair
Basketball Canada Executive Director Wendy Gittens.
The Canadian Paralympic Committee was thrilled to hear of
Tim’s induction in to Canada’s Sports Hall of Fame,’ said Gaétan
Tardif, President of the Canadian Paralympic Committee.
‘Everyone who played for him will tell you they were successful
because of the character and ethics he instilled in his teams. Tim
cared for them not only as athletes, but as human beings. A huge
congratulations to Tim on this honour.’
In addition to his involvement in wheelchair basketball, early
in his career Frick also coached Hansen during his Man in
Motion World Tour. Frick’s legacy extends beyond the medal
count, as he continues to make significant contributions to the
sport community through coach development. He is a respected
mentor who strives to create greater opportunity for fellow
coaches to gain valuable technical experience. He is actively
involved in the implementation of the National Coaching
Certification Program (NCCP) and spearheads clinics and
training sessions designed to develop the next generation of
great coaches.
Tim is now devoting much volunteer time coaching Pender
youth in basketball. Besides weekly afterschool basketball
practice for both elementary and secondary students, every year
he coaches all the grade K-to-8 children in how to play
wheelchair basketball. Tim organizes for a few of Canada’s
leading wheelchair basketball players and a truckful of
basketball wheelchairs to come to Pender for a week. It’s always
one of the Pender children’s favourite weeks of the school year,
and probably the most well-attended (nobody wants to miss
even one day of wheelchair basketball!).
Tim Frick’s tireless dedication to coaching the youth of
Pender has been recognized every year at the Pender School
end-of-year ceremonies, usually accompanied with a standing
ovation by students, parents and staff. This year the school did
something special and created the Tim Frick Community
Mentor Award. Pender school principal, Cameron Fraser,
explains that this recognition award will be presented to
community members, children and adults, who acts as mentors
within the Pender school.

than combatants have died or been wounded in this conflict?)

There is nothing to suggest this current bombing campaign will
have any more success than those described above. Prime
Minister Stephen Harper has stated: ‘When our allies recognize
and respond to a threat that would also harm us, we Canadians
do not stand on the sidelines.’ This sounds eerily like his battle
cry when he wanted Canada to join George Bush’s ill-conceived
war in Iraq.
Just because our allies have come up with a harebrained
military scheme does not mean we automatically have to follow
along. Dropping bombs simply for the sake of doing something
is more political than productive, and may in fact be a publicity
stunt designed to portray Harper as a strong, decisive leader in
the run-up to the 2015 election.
If ISIS is indeed the threat it is made out to be, then we need
to develop a well-thought-out plan that is not likely to do more
harm than good–one that shows an understanding of
geopolitical realities and takes the lessons of history into
account. At the very least, we should ask ourselves what we hope
to accomplish from 10,000 feet above the ground.

BOMBS AWAY from page 12
Libya

There are also lessons to be learned from the 2011 bombing
campaign in Libya which was hailed as a great success by
NATO. Although dictator Muammar Gaddafi was overthrown,
many civilians were killed and the power vacuum that ensued
cast Libya into turmoil. The ousted prime minister has fled
along with tens of thousands of citizens, and warring factions
are now fighting for control of the country and its enormous oil
wealth. Egypt has just entered the fray with its own warplanes.

ISIS

Undaunted by previous military debacles, the US and other
nations, including Canada, have now launched an aerial war on
the barbaric group known as the Islamic State. As before,
guerrilla warriors are proving extremely hard to target. When
attacked, they simply scatter and blend in with the local
population. The only certainty is that there will be a lot of
‘collateral damage’: buildings and infrastructure will be
destroyed and many people will die, most of whom are likely to
be poor non-combatants. There will also be a great number of
refugees and possibly humanitarian crises due to lack of food,
clean water, and resultant diseases such as cholera. And that’s
saying nothing of the psychological trauma experienced by
children and others caught up in the horrors of war.
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For more on Tim Frick’s coaching legacy, view the Canadian
Paralympic Committee video:
http://youtu.be/SqmtHcDmC0Q?list=PLwyyHUC29ESM6K-vWgX2oTZopTfKXJrq. 0

We Deserve Better

Frants Attorp is a writer and educator who lives on Salt Spring
Island. 0
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From El Salvador to
Canada–democracy and
the investor state
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Double rainbow over the Strait of Georgia.
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MP May tables petition to protect Saanich Inlet

lizabeth May, MP for Saanich–Gulf Islands, tabled a
petition on behalf of the Saanich Inlet Protection Society
in the House of Commons on October 9. She called for
the environmental protection status of the Saanich Inlet to be
elevated. Signed by over 1,600 local residents, the petition asks
that the Saanich Inlet be added to the list of designated zones
where the discharge of raw sewage is not allowed.
‘This is a globally unique ecosystem, and one that is simply
too fragile to sustain this kind of contamination,’ said Ms May.
‘We have clearly fulfilled all the requirements for the Saanich
Inlet to become a designated No Discharge Zone, now we need
a commitment from the federal government to resolve this issue
once and for all.’
The petition has received support from the Municipal
Districts of Central and North Saanich; the Cowichan Valley
Regional District; the Peninsula Streams Society; the Tseycum
Saanich First Nation; the Willis Point Community Association;
Gary Holman, MLA for Saanich North and Islands; and Randall
Garrison, MP for Esquimalt–Juan de Fuca.

T

‘It is critical to increase Saanich Inlet’s level of environmental
protection to ensure that this unique and cherished waterway
can continue to be enjoyed by local communities and visiting
recreational users alike,’ said Ms May in a letter submitted
October 9 to Environment Minister Leona Aglukkaq, Minister
of Fisheries and Oceans Gail Shea, and Transport Minister Lisa
Raitt.
The letter quotes a 1996 report from the BC Ministry of the
Environment, Lands and Park stating that Saanich Inlet ‘is an
important and sensitive ecosystem—physically, ecologically and
culturally...world renowned for its beauty…is highly valued by
humans and supports important cultural and recreational uses.’
‘My constituents are deeply concerned that there be no
further delay on this issue,’ concluded Ms May. ‘The Saanich
Inlet is too important an ecosystem to leave unprotected any
longer. 0
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Near grounding on Haida Gwaii luckily
averted by a US tug -Patrick Brown
he 135-metre Russian container ship
Simushir lost power west of Tasu
Sound, Haida Gwaii, late on Thursday,
October 16. Accounts indicated that the ship
had not reported that it was in trouble;
Simushir’s captain had earlier been injured in
a fall and no crew members spoke English. The
Russian captain was evacuated by helicopter.
By Friday, Simushir was observed drifting
approximately 19km away from land. It was
feared that the ship would drift ashore on
Haida Gwaii’s rocky coastline and spill its 400
hundred tons of bunker oil and 50 tons of
diesel fuel.

No Canadian Tug Available
To Respond

Twenty hours after the Simushir lost power,
the Canadian Coast Guard Cutter Gordon Reid
was first of several rescue ships to arrive. A
mid-shore patrol vessel, the Gordon Reid is not
equipped to tow a vessel the size of the
Simushir.
After some towline challenges, it managed
to tow the Simushir from 14.6 km offshore to
a point 46km west of Haida Gwaii before its
third towline failed. The Canadian Coast Guard
ship Sir Wilfred Laurier and the US Coast
Guard cutter Spar were also on the scene;
neither vessel had towing capabilities.
At that point, the Simushir was adrift again
until it was taken in tow by the Barbara Foss,
a 37-metre US ocean-going rescue tug. The
Barbara Foss is normally stationed at Neah
Bay, Washington, to assist ships encountering
difficulties in the Juan de Fuca Strait and
Washington outer coast.
Living Oceans Executive Director Karen
Wristen said, ‘It is pure luck that the private US
tug Barbara Foss, normally stationed near
Juan de Fuca, was in Prince Rupert when this
was reported.’ It still took two days for it to

reach the Simushir ship through the stormy
waters North Coast waters.
The Simushir, under tow, eventually
docked in Prince Rupert late on Sunday,
October 19.
According to a recent report completed for
Trans Mountain Pipelines, only three tugs in
BC are capable of rescue towing. They are
presently used to escort loaded tankers from
Westridge terminal to Race Rocks. However,
Living Oceans points out that ‘Canada has no
tugs with the capacity to tow or hold large
vessels offshore in sea conditions that often
pertain on the North Coast.
‘The possibility of a large container ship
running aground and spilling oil is what
worries BC communities all along the coast,’
said Sheila Malcolmson, NDP candidate for
Nanaimo-Ladysmith. ‘The Conservatives’ plan
to increase tanker traffic and add supertankers
along the coast is a risk we can’t afford to take.’
‘People have certainly been drawing
parallels between the Russian ship and
Enbridge Northern Gateway’s plan to move
raw bitumen through our North Coast waters,’
said NDP MP Nathan Cullen (Skeena-Bulkley
Valley). ‘This incident involved a ship one-third
the size of the proposed oil supertanker but
clearly brought to light the dangers faced by
large vessels navigating treacherous North
Pacific waters with toxic cargo.’
While oil tankers generally observe a
‘Voluntary Exclusion Zone, staying well off the
coast to guard against grounding in the event
of a power failure, container ships such as the
Simushir may be found transiting nearer to
shore.
The Voluntary Tanker Exclusion Zone
restricts tankers travelling from Alaska down
the BC coast to an area of the Pacific Ocean at
least 70 to 115 km offshore. 0

The Vancouver Island University Faculty Association’s Human
Rights and International Solidarity Committee brought local
filmmaker and activist Paul Manly to VIU for a ‘report-back’
presentation on October 29. This September, Manly spent ten
days in El Salvador representing the Council of Canadians on
an international delegation examining metallic mining and
investor-state lawsuits and how they affect communities.
While in El Salvador the final hearings for the OceanaGold
versus El Salvador investor-state lawsuit began in the secretive
ICSID tribunal (International Center for the Settlement of
Investor Disputes) housed at the World Bank in Washington,
DC. The delegation toured the country and examined the details
of this investor-state dispute and the toxic social and
environmental legacy of mining in El Salvador.
Investor State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) mechanisms in
trade agreements allow corporations to sue governments for
loss of potential profits when governments enact laws and
policies that constrain corporate activities. The ICSID, which
can overrule the decisions of national courts and democratic
governments, adjudicates investor disputes based on trade law
but does not consider the environmental or social justification
for the disputes. OceanaGold, a Canadian-Australian mining
company, is suing El Salvador for $301 million for not issuing
a mining license for a project called El Dorado. The project has
the potential to contaminate the Lempa River, which provides
water for two thirds of the population of El Salvador.
In 2013, OceanaGold purchased Pacific Rim, another
Canadian mining company for $10.2 million. Pacific Rim
launched the original investor state lawsuit over El Dorado for
$77 million in 2009. Five environmentalists opposed to the
mine have been murdered as a direct result of this dispute.
Salvadorans are determined to defend their sovereignty and
their democratic authority and the struggle continues.
Canada has signed 43 agreements with investor state dispute
mechanisms and there are currently $2.5 billion in lawsuits
against Canada under the North American Free Trade
Agreement alone. Many ISDS agreements do not require that
the public be notified about lawsuits or for how much taxpayers
are on the hook.
Manly will report back on his experience with this
international delegation in El Salvador and will discuss his latest
film project, Trade Away, which examines investor state
agreements and how they affect communities at home and
abroad. 0
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The view across Winter Cove towards Boat Passage, on Saturna Island. The Saturna Ecological Education Centre highshool students enjoy a spectacular blood moon.
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Home builders anxious not to lose another season

aliano Land and Community Housing
Trust says that is taken aback that the
build-your-own-home on leased land
initiative, aimed at younger people who are
sorely needed to keep the entire islands’ way of
life alive, has not been given a public hearing
ahead of local government elections.
Tom Hennessy, chairperson, says that
Galiano Land and Community Housing Trust’s
unusual and innovative project has been
underway and under scrutiny for three years,
since twenty-six islanders loaned $229,000,
interest free, to purchase the land. He says over
the years, the Galiano Housing Trust has
willingly jumped through many hoops like
commercial appraisal, site layout, roads,
geotech, rainwater harvesting, fire suppression
and creating an appropriate housing
agreement. A huge amount of islander and
Islands Trust time has been devoted to creating
a viable project.
Throughout construction, says Hennessy,
the CRD will have control of the project
through the building permit process. The 20unit, ‘village-like’ project’s buildings and site

infrastructure will have features like rainwater
collection, and use sustainable building
technologies which are an improvement over
the norm.
Community-aware credit union VanCity,
which has been involved in and has funded
$36,000 of grants for the project, is eager to
use the model throughout BC, even in cities,
once the Galiano Green prototype is underway.
The Galiano Loan Fund Society has also
guaranteed a $20,000 construction loan, from
CCEC Credit Union, to the society to build a
demo house. All this awaits a successful public
hearing.
Affordable housing, says Hennessy, is core
to thriving island communities—‘it’s the basis
of everything’. The working help of energetic
young people enables older folks to stay in their
island homes and they create many of the
facets of island life which build a vibrant
community for all to enjoy.
Hennessy says that $120,000 has been
required to be spent on consultants’ reports,
studies and infrastructure improvements
many of which normally would not be needed
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until after a rezoning hearing has been
successfully held; that the cart is being put
before the horse.
Galiano Green is a solid, ready-to-go
project, says the society. The plans were
presented at an Islands Trust-sponsored
Community Information Meeting to a solidly
applauding audience. Head Trust Planner
Robert Kojima has confirmed that the project
conforms to all Islands Trust policies.
Hennessy says that for more than six years,
affordable housing on Galiano has been told to
take a back seat to resolving Forest zone landuse issues; the most important issue for the
island. Hennessy agrees that it was the most
important issue. Now there is very good news
on that front (see article, page 10).
The need for affordable housing has
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become more urgent during that long delay.
Home ownership is not the only model—
however, Galiano Green is the one that has
been worked on assiduously for years and is
ready to go. The project has evolved to include
a rental housing component as well as a home
ownership component, both of which meet the
definition of affordable housing.
Hennessy says that some of the people who
would like to take advantage of this
opportunity for a home of their own no longer
dare to hope. Despite the disappointment in
not having a public hearing this fall, the
community would like to see the new trustees
fast-track the project this winter and complete
the rezoning process so that people have a
chance to begin building next season. 0

Pull Together - Andrea Palframan

new initiative, Pull Together, is offering citizens an opportunity to support First Nations
who are headed for the courts to protect sacred wild places in BC. The Gitxaala, Heiltsuk,
Nakadli, Nadleh Whut’en, and Kitasoo Nations are proceeding with court challenges to
the Northern Gateway Pipeline project. Under the Pull Together umbrella, these five Nations are
reaching out to the rest of BC to help raise the funds they need to move forward.
The project is being led by Sierra Club and RAVEN (Respecting Aboriginal Values and Needs).
Susan Smitten, RAVEN’s executive director, has this to say: ‘With the dismantling of so much
environmental legislation in Canada, the last—and hopefully inviolable—line of defense is First
Nations’ Treaty and Constitutional rights.’
Enbridge and the federal government vastly out-resource often small and remote Nations
who find themselves in the pathway of resource projects. The Pull Together campaign aims to
level the playing field so First Nations can have equitable access to the courts.
Here in the Gulf Islands, citizens are responding to the call to ‘pull together’ in creative ways.
The campaign already received a boost last weekend when two sold-out Only Planet Cabaret
shows in Metchosin and Victoria pulled in $2,500. On November 1, Pender’s Mae Moore is
producing the Pull Together concert, featuring Salish Sea luminaries Daniel Lapp, Amy Heggie,
Rick McMullen Clark Becker, Jaime Nickelson and Lester Quitzau.
Renowned as a folk musician, Moore recently shifted her focus to painting. ‘I went up to
Klemtu and Bella Bella as part of Raincoast Conservation Foundation’s Art for an Oil Free Coast
campaign,’ says Moore. ‘The inspiration I came back with from my trip up there will be fueling
my paintings for years to come.’
One of the people Moore connected with on that journey was Heiltsuk First Nations member
Jess Housty. Reflecting on the importance of the court challenges, Housty says ‘What’s at stake
for us is our whole identity. It’s everything from our language, and our culture, and our spirituality,
to the food we rely on, and the places where our ancestors’ bones rest.’
Housty, who will be coming to Pender Island for the Pull
FOR SALE
Together concert, has herself committed to support Pull Together.
She and her fiancée are inviting guests at their wedding to fund
court challenges instead of buying gifts.
‘It’s a huge battle, but I’m confident that we’re going to win,
and I become more confident the bigger I realize the community
of supporters is,’ says Housty.
Moore agrees. ‘Before I went up to the central coast, I was
Ideally best suited for small
opposed to the Northern Gateway—in my head. But when I went
island driving. Subaru
up there—it solidified in my heart: we can’t let tanker and
Sanbar Pick-up Truck,
pipelines
through the Great Bear Rainforest. If an oil spill does
10'5" long 4'5" wide overall,
converts to flat deck 6'x4',
happen, these people would lose everything… their culture, their
660cc, go anywhere 4
livelihoods. It would be totally criminal. We can’t let it happen.’
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‘My granddaughter turns 1-year-old today. I’m doing this for
lock, 6 speed manual
her,’ finishes Moore. ‘I want her to have a beautiful world to grow
transmission, right hand
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up in.’
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Sierra Club BC and RAVEN aim to raise $250,000 by the end
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of November.
More details and photos:
Donate or learn more at www.pull-together.ca. 0
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