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An odd combination of Islands’ transport in Ganges Harbour, Salt Spring Island.

Municipalities question TILMA
On Wednesday, September 26, a substantial
majority of delegates to the annual convention
of the Union of BC Municipalities voted to
support a resolution which questions the
BC/Alberta Trade, Investment, and Labour
Mobility Agreement (TILMA). The agreement,
signed by the provincial governments without
legislative debate or discussion with
municipalities, attempts to commit local
government not to take any ‘measures’
(including bylaws or administrative decisions)
which might have the effect of creating ‘barriers’
to trade and investment. It creates an extrajudicial ‘dispute settlement’ mechanism which
has the power to impose financial penalties up
to $5 million for breaking the agreement.

The Discussion
The vote followed an extensive discussion on
Monday, September 24, at which BC’s
Economic Development Minister Colin Hansen
and three members of his staff presented the
case for TILMA to an audience of about 200
delegates. Hansen assured the gathering that he
had ‘hand selected’ the five individuals who
would sit on the dispute resolution panel.
Municipal law specialist Don Lidstone, who
had written a report for the UBCM which was
critical of TILMA, presented local government
concerns. TILMA, they felt, contained
restrictions favouring investors but which limit
the freedom of local governments to make
public policy on behalf of their communities.

Municipal representatives also complained
about the agreement’s ‘vague and undefined
nature,’ the lack of precedents for dispute panel
decisions, and confused messages from the
government about how it would work.
The Islands Trust indicated that they have
requested that the Trust be specifically
excluded, noting that TILMA ‘threatens
measures to protect BC island communities.’

The Resolution
The exact wording of the UBCM resolution,
which was proposed by the Municipality of
Creston and was one of ten submitted:
‘WHEREAS the provincial governments of
British Columbia and Alberta have entered into
a Trade, Investment and Labour Mobility
Agreement (TILMA), which came into effect on
April 1, 2007 and which is intended to liberalize
trade, investment and labour mobility beyond
the level provided by the Agreement on Internal
Trade that was brought into effect for British
Columbia on March 31, 2002;
AND WHEREAS TILMA has the potential
to have far-reaching negative impacts on local
government objectives:
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the
Union of BC Municipalities review the Trade,
Investment and Labour Mobility Agreement
between British Columbia and Alberta, and
enter into discussions with the provincial
government and local governments, with the
TILMA, please turn to page 11

Betty K released, will run for Vancouver mayor
After seven months of incarceration at Alouette
Correctional Centre for Women for protesting
at Eagleridge Bluffs, Betty Krawczyk returned
to Vancouver—and a number of television,
radio and newspaper interviews. Krawczyk
addressed a packed audience at a ‘Welcome
Back’ rally on Thursday September 26 at the
Supreme Court in downtown Vancouver.
Speakers included key figures such as
author and journalist Rex Weyler, Deputy
Leader Green Party of Canada Adriane Carr,
Lawyers Cameron Ward, Pivot Legal Society’s
David Eby, Wilderness Committee’s Joe Foy,
Coop Radio’s Charles Boylan, and indigenous
activist Kat Norris. Each stated their views
about a world in which a great-grandmother
that stands up for the environment and

democracy is rewarded with jail-time.
Liberal politician David Orchard sent a letter
to Krawczyk stating, ‘Inside the prison you
continued your work of fighting for, and
speaking out for, those whose voices are seldom
heard. Your stand on behalf of our trampled
and beleaguered environment is appreciated by
multitudes across our country and beyond.’
Vancouver singers Edith Wallace,
Spirathon, ‘Stompin’ Tom’ Mitch Anderson,
and the Carnival band entertained the crowd.
But Betty Krawczyk stole the show when she
took the stage to announce her candidacy for
Vancouver’s next mayoral election. Her
announcement was greeted by cheers and
applause. ✐

Coastal Douglas fir
zone stewardship
strategy called for

The Forest Practices Board is recommending that the
provincial government promptly finalize and
implement an overall stewardship strategy for the
coastal Douglas fir ecosystem (CDF) on southeast
Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands.
The recommendation was made in a newly
released board report, ‘Woodlot Harvesting and Redlisted Plant Communities in the Coastal Douglas-fir
Ecosystem of Vancouver Island.’ The report is the
result of a public complaint about approval of timber
harvesting on several woodlots in the CDF.
‘The most abundant red-listed plant community
in the CDF is recognized by ecologists as globally
imperilled, and assessment of the immediate danger
to it and the many other red-listed CDF plant
communities is crucial to their survival,’ said board
chair Bruce Fraser. ‘Because the majority of the
coastal Douglas fir ecosystem is located on private
land, where government has limited control over
logging practices, it is especially important that
assessment and protection of these endangered plant
communities occurs in a timely manner in what little
coastal Douglas fir remains on Crown land.’
When it approves woodlot plans, a forest district
relies on its own interpretation of the abundance of
red-listed plant communities and their potential
tolerance to forest practices, and weighs the apparent
STEWARDSHIP, please turn to page 10

Kathryn Sihota, the Grade 3 teacher in
the Sooke school district who refused to
administer the DART (District
Assessment of Reading Team) test to her
students last spring, has received a letter
of discipline from her school board.
‘I am being punished for standing up
for my kids,’ says Sihota upon reading
the letter from Ron Warder, assistant
superintendent. ‘Why does our school
district insist on making this test
mandatory when our neighbouring
district leaves it up to the teacher
whether they use it or not?’
The letter states that Ms Sihota’s
refusal to make her students write the
test ‘constitutes insubordination’ and
that ‘further instances of misconduct
may result in further discipline, up to and
including dismissal.’
‘The board is also planning to send
the matter to the College of Teachers,’
says Sihota. ‘But they are only required to
do that if something the teacher has done
causes significant sexual, emotional, or
physical harm to the students. I was
doing the exact opposite. I was trying to
protect my students from the stress of
writing a test that does not contribute to
their learning and future progress.’
‘I understand that Shirley Bond,
minister of education, stated on air
yesterday that she would like a dialogue
with the BCTF on standardized testing,’
says Irene Lanzinger, president of the
British Columbia Teachers’ Federation. ‘I
plan to call her and arrange a meeting as
soon as possible. I am optimistic that the
ministry will take another look at this in
light of the concern teachers throughout
the province have demonstrated.’ ✐

BETTY KRAWCZYK SPEAKS AT
HER COMING OUT PARTY
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Commentary by Patrick Brown

Peace in Afghanistan—made in Canada
AT FULFORD HARBOUR
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On September 25, just as the Canadian government was sending
confusing signals about its intentions in Afghanistan, the Senlis
Council, an international think-tank, proposed a new vision for
our Afghan future. Most important, it calls on Canada to take the
lead in the international community, and to stop seeing itself as
a ‘junior partner’ to the US.
Defence Minister Peter McKay now says that Canada will
advise NATO by April of next year whether it will continue its
combat role in southern Afghanistan beyond the present
deadline of February, 2009. He had previously indicated that
NATO should not count on Canada’s ‘current configuration’
beyond that date. This was consistent with Prime Minister
Harper’s position that any extension of the Canadian role in
Afghanistan would need a majority vote in Parliament, for which
the governing Conservatives would need the help of at least one
of the three opposition parties.
At present, this seems unlikely, given their announced
positions. The NDP wants the troops out immediately; the
Liberals want a substantial change away from the present
fighting role. But Harper now says that he plans to delay the
parliamentary vote until he can get that approval—a sort of
reverse filibuster. Any parliamentary debate on this has little
potential to set a new and positive direction for Canada.

Alternative Ideas
The Senlis Council’s policy paper on Afghanistan was presented
in Ottawa last Tuesday by QC Norine MacDonald, Senlis’
president and founder. MacDonald is a 51-year-old
Saskatchewan-born lawyer, who used to practice in Vancouver.
She has been in Afghanistan, mostly in Kandahar, since January
2005.
First, the Senlis Council proposes that Canada should take
leadership of the international community’s efforts in
Afghanistan.
It advocates a new definition of the objectives of the
international community in Afghanistan, better management of
military strategy, new Canadian initiatives to deal with casualties
and health among Afghans, and an agricultural strategy which
would strongly oppose the US proposal to spray concentrated
Roundup on Afghan fields, and would see Afghanistan’s poppy
crop used to overcome the shortage of painkillers on world
markets. At the same time, says Senlis, this would create an
agricultural economy thus providing a living to Afghan farmers.
At the same time, Senlis supports negotiations between the
government and the Taliban.
The Council describes itself as ‘an international policy think
tank with offices in Kabul, London, Paris, Brussels, Ottawa, and
Rio.’ It is mainly financed by the Network of European
Foundations, and a Swiss philanthropist, Stephen Schmidhein,
who was a co-chair of the Rio Earth Summit. Council members
include public servants and academics from Spain, Portugal, the
UK, Belgium, Italy, and Germany. It has been publishing its
recommendations for Afghanistan since 2005, growing out of a
concern, first raised in 2002, for the UN’s international drug
policy.

Take Charge, Canada
At the root of the Senlis paper, entitled ‘Peace in Afghanistan—
Made in Canada’ is the concept that Canada has a long history,
dating back to Lester Pearson, of multilateral problem-solving
skills and participation in peacekeeping. Multilateralism today,
says the report, means not only interacting as nation to nation,
but also with intergovernmental and non-governmental groups,
networks, and individual actors. US nation-building efforts in
Afghanistan, says Senlis, ‘have been characterized by misplaced
priorities, misguided policies, and the misled implementation of
these policies.’
A new model for effective collaboration is required. Canada,
says the Council, can provide a model of a cultural fabric which
displays immense diversity, just like Afghanistan. This leads to
Recommendation One: ‘Canada can and should take leadership
on re-building relationships with Afghans and re-building the
approach of the international community working in
Afghanistan.’
Canada, says Senlis, must stop seeing itself as a ‘junior’
partner to the United States. The war in Afghanistan should be
seen as an opportunity to express ‘who we are as Canadians,’ and
as an ‘opportunity for innovative solutions.’
‘Canada can be proud of the unwavering skill that our military
has delivered to Afghanistan. However, there is little evidence
that the equally important development efforts and counter
narcotic initiatives that should accompany military efforts in this
counter-insurgency effort are keeping pace. This is a departure
from our heritage and undermines our military efforts there.’
The Senlis Council insists that Canada has a tradition of nonmilitary intervention … ‘a heritage that distinguishes us and
animates the language of our Charter of Rights and Freedoms

beyond our borders.’ The Canadian Charter, they say, is different
from either the US or European approaches, articulating the
rights of the individual, of the community, and of groups.
The Council finds it significant that Canada’s participation in
the ‘war on terror’ represents ‘a significant and profound return
to a combat role.’ Nonetheless, Senlis recognizes the danger: ‘our
failure or premature pull-out will mean unending terror for our
children and their children.’
But Canadians, says the report, must see milestones being
met, and: ‘Those milestones … have yet to be articulated.’ Senlis
criticizes this absence as reflecting ‘a weak and unacceptable
management approach to the war,’ dividing Canadians, and
threatening the success of the NATO campaign. Canadians must
see our military action in Afghanistan as a contribution to a ‘just’
war, and this requires transparency and accountability from the
government of Canada in terms of measurable objectives. Senlis
lists the characteristics of a ‘just’ war (See Box on page 6).
Senlis’ position is that the Afghan war is, in fact, waged by a
legitimate authority (the government of Afghanistan, backed by
several UN resolutions) but that the counterinsurgency ‘has
become unnecessarily protracted because of insufficient
commitment from some NATO countries.’

Carrying on Combat
The next two recommendations refer to the continuing combat:
Recommendation Two:
NATO countries must deploy more troops to end reliance on
deadly aerial bombings and stabilize territory taken. Aerial
bombings are too destructive and result in civilian casualties.
Senlis looks for increased commitments from NATO countries.
Recommendation Three:
Canada’s troop commitment to Afghanistan should not have
a fixed end-date but should be governed by achieving fixed
measures of success.
Recommendation Four:
The Canadian Government must develop a new ‘Fast Track’
approach to peace and stability in Afghanistan.
Both of these recommendations appear to require clearer
objectives and better planning; it is unsatisfactory to continue
with the ‘war on terror’ as defined by the US, and Canada must
develop and articulate its own strategy, so as to accomplish these
objectives as soon as possible.
Recommendation Five:
Decrease civilian casualties.
Senlis recommends that civilian casualties be decreased to
zero; these casualties are one of the greatest obstacles to
acceptance by Afghans of foreign forces.

A Medical Role
Senlis sees the potential for a significant positive impact by
Canada through taking the initiative in health and hospitals, and
dealing with casualties and disease, particularly among the
civilian population:
Recommendation Six:
Introduce emergency field treatment of civilians injured in
fighting and bombing.
Recommendation Seven:
Provide mobile field hospitals now.
Recommendation Eight :
Rebuild existing hospitals to help Afghans.
Recommendation Nine:
Implement outreach and training programmes to foster
sustainable improvements in health.
Recommendation Ten:
Build new hospitals to international standards to meet
Afghans’ expectations.

Poverty Relief, Poppies, and the Farm
Economy
Recommendation Eleven:
Make emergency poverty relief a top priority.
Malnutrition and starvation are widespread (MacDonald
says food aid is not getting through).
Recommendation Twelve:
Give priority to the economic wellbeing of poor farmers in the
formulation of responses to the opium crisis.
Recommendation Thirteen:
Canada must take the leadership role in support of President
Karzai in condemning chemical spraying and ending chemical
warfare against poppy farmers and begin immediate rural
economic reconstruction plans.
The current US strategy for the eradication of poppy plants is
not successful; in 2007 Afghanistan produced 8,200 tons of
opium (34% more than in 2006). The international community
has failed to suggest an economic alternative to opium
AFGHANISTAN, please turn to page 7
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank

F

all has the most noticeable seasonal shift.
Such a change—there are my clothes of
two weeks ago, worn in summer
sunshine, waiting to be packed away. You get
dressed in the morning in suitable clothing for
the temperature and by noon you are pealing
off, or chunking-up on insulation. Weather
reports are of much more interest if you are
putting off digging the potatoes. Will you
actually do it tomorrow if it’s raining?
All manner of moist beasts are croaking,
slithering and munching on garden fare. Those
longer nights with buckets of dew turn the basil
black and the last straggling prized strawberries
turn hairy at the bottom with mildew. The
sheep field has an early sprinkling of meadow
mushrooms and puffballs. Mushroom
aficionados are picking chantrelles and other
culinary exotics.
The mice are on the move, ready to
overwinter with us—no thanks! Mousetrapping is a fine art and takes determination
and a certain gulp in the throat as the victim
rejoins the great outdoors—as compost. We are
raisin and fresh-ground peanut butter baiters
(cheese also has its fierce adherents). At least a
good tidbit comes before the quick, grisly end;
carpenter ants get no such consideration!

Carol Money’s Orchard
Apples and harvesting have been a feature on
Saturna just lately. Carol Money’s lovely
orchard has been ripening a fine crop, much to
the pleasure of all those driving along the road
toward the ferry dock. Carol chose her naturally
disease resistant apple trees to have staggered
ripening times and to be easy to pick. About 20
community members picked 40 or so boxes on
Sunday, September 23.
Lots of the apples were sold locally and the
rest went into town on the General Store truck
to Saint Vincent de Paul in Victoria for food
banks. The money for local sales is being
donated to the Ambulance Fund. Many thanks
to Carol for donating the apples, the community
for picking them, and Juliet Kershaw for
bringing all the elements together and making
the transition from Saturna grown apples to
nourishment for a lot of people. There will be
further pickings as each variety become ripe.

Recycling Big Time
Saturday was a huge recycling day—you could
get rid of almost anything! Our recycling centre
was open from 10am to noon as usual, the CRD
had a household hazardous waste drop off
event in the rec centre parking lot, and the
school had a bottle drive in the General Store
Parking lot!
The bottle drive was a wonderful success
raising about $780 dollars for the benefit of the
kids. For our little school this is a huge effort.
Hard-working parents, Susanne and Amber,
spent lots of time picking up empties around
the community and many people brought
their’s to the store parking lot for sorting and
counting by the kids and parents. Saturna
Recycling was a big help to the effort as was the
General Store that saw that the bottles got
correctly sorted and delivered to the in town
depot. Thanks to all the people who
participated and supported the effort!
The CRD hazardous waste collection was a
real service to the Island. Several CRD
employees were present and about 10 members
of a company called Haz. The whole operation
was superbly organized; you navigated a circuit
while your vehicle was unloaded for you.
If the labels had disappeared, questions
were asked as to what you thought the product
was. They had several investigators that
sleuthed out the identity of mystery donations.
More Islands will be visited (see
advertisement, page 12). Personnel commented
that they would have to go back to Salt Spring as
they were overwhelmed by the response and
know there is much more to be recovered. The
strangest thing recovered so far is 20 pounds of
arsenic!

Mapping Heritage Orchards
Denman Island created a wonderful map
showing orchards for the Salish Sea Mapping
Project in 2000. Now old orchards on Saturna
are going to get some attention. Shirley Stonier,

a member of Saturna Square, the new local
agricultural group, is working on a project to
map local orchards and record the varieties of
fruit.
Fruit-growing was an important industry in
the Gulf Islands which supplied much of the
Lower Mainland with fruit. In the fall, the
steamships made a number of stops around the
Islands to pick up fruit for the fresh market and
for processing.
On September 26, Ann Aylard and Cathy
Rasmussen from Saanich, two members of the
BC Fruit Testers Association—a group of hobby
farmers and orchardists interested in fruit
growing—were on-Island and went with Sam
Peramaki to visit a number of the old
homestead sites. They visited, the Gerald Payne
orchard at Breezy Bay, the Georgeson orchard
at Narvaez Bay, the Copeland orchard at Poppy
Hill Farm and several others before ending at
Haggis Farm.
The ladies checked the Island Plum mystery
and took several samples off with them. Ann
and Cathy mentioned that the full name of King
apples is King of Tomkins County, developed
about 1812 in northern New York state. The
Gravenstein was developed in Germany and
came to Canada long ago.
We looked up an entry from Gerald Paynes’s
diary in A Gulf Islands Patchwork. (Gerald preempted 900 acres in 1892 and built the Breezy
Bay house and farm.) Gerald Payne wrote,
‘Fruit trees came: six Gravensteins, six Bartlett
pears, six Canada Kings, six large pears and two
cherries. Paid Layritz Nursery one dollar for the
lot. Got some cuttings from Pike’s place.’
According to the orchardists, Layritz
Nursery was on Wilkinson Road, close to the
Saanich end, where the Baptist Church stands
today. The BC Testers Association has the
nursery’s 1905 catalogue. Cathy is Gerald
Payne’s granddaughter and went to school with
Noel Richardson who has Ravenwood Herb
Farm in Saanich.
Noel has been an enthusiastic participant in
events planned to honor the Old Payne
homestead that are being organized by Payne
farm resident Bakhshish Gill and the rest of the
Breezy Bay residents.
Shirley will be doing more work with the
Ann and Cathy, taking cuttings of unusual
varieties and visiting more orchards including
Billy’s Bay, Taylor Point, and the site of
Warburton Pike’s house.

Moratorium to protect BC groundwater
initiated
British Columbians are asked to support a
moratorium on groundwater exploitation and
join the global movement to demand an
immediate end to for-profit bottling of drinking
water. The group calling for the moratorium is
WATER
(Water Across Time our
Environmental Responsibility).
Valemount-based WATER states that,
threatened by an application for a second
water-bottling plant beside the Village of
Valemount, area residents were amazed to
discover there is little to no legislative
protection of groundwater throughout the
province of BC.
Under current legislation an individual or
company may extract up to 75 litres/second
(989 gallons/minute) without provincial
environmental assessment, without complete
mapping of the aquifer, without knowledge of
future recharge rate, without licensing, without
fees, without public consultation (unless rezoning is necessary), without responsibility to
the surrounding environment, without
monitoring for volume, without limit of hours
per day, without respect for seasonal and/or
unseasonal levels, without monitoring for
environmental impacts, without royalties,
without protection for domestic users (present
or future), and without provision for potential
effects of climate change.
WATER, has researched and circulated
information about the detrimental impacts of

the bottled water industry. WATER supports
‘Boycott Bottled Water’ advocates for the
following reasons: privatization of public
resources; threat of aquifer depletion; short
and long-term environmental impacts; lack of
legislation to protect groundwater and the life it
supports; lack of ethics of commodification of a
necessity for life; implications related to freetrade agreements; uncertainty in the face of
potential impacts of climate change; First
Nations interests; impacts of transportation
and fossil fuel consumption within the
industry; lack of environmental and social
impact studies; and the apparent disregard for
the spiritual value of water.
Through its research, says WATER, the
group has become encouraged by many other
advocacy groups with similar goals, in
particular, the Blue October Campaign,
celebrating Uruguay’s historic vote (October 31,
2004) to amend their constitution to recognize
the fundamental right of water. That
constitution now guarantees that piped water
and sanitation be available to all Uruguayans
and it bans for-profit corporations from
supplying this public good.
WATER has decided it can best contribute
by co-ordinating a province-wide petition
calling for an immediate moratorium on
commercial groundwater exploitation in BC.
For information about the group and petition,
visit www.valemount.org/water. ✐

Foghorn Building
The Community Club’s second quarterly
meeting was held on September 17. Richard
Blagborne brought us up to date on the old
foghorn building at East Point. Everyone is
pleasantly surprised at what good shape the
building is in. Parks is interested in creating a
license-of-occupation as they have at Georgina
Point Lightstation and the Roe House on
Pender Island, which is now Pender’s museum.
Our building needs a new roof. Parks
Canada would take care of removing the lead
paint. Nobody wants the building to be gussiedup and modernized and a comment was made
that Parks Canada’s heritage branch would
probably have input in any decisions.
Richard has proposed approaching the
community for ideas as to how to use the
building. ‘There are many stories to be told
from many points of view,’ he said. One
suggestion was that East Pointers has long
wanted a place to meet and the foghorn
building might meet that need. There is a
proposal to meet with the Mayne and Pender
tenants. The last meeting of the BC Historical
Society enthusiastically endorsed the project.

Other Matters
New treasurer, Marion Dombovary reported on
our financially excellent Lamb BBQ. There will
be a wind-up meeting sometime in October.
Past Lamb BBQ chair, Donna Curwen sent a
letter of congratulations and support to the
community and describing how much working
on the BBQ had meant to her. A vote of thanks
was made for her tremendously successful
management and keeping us all on track with
the old traditions and trying new initiatives!
SATURNA, please turn to page 6
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Editorial: Gnawing at the Heart of Government

he British Columbia Legislature sat for only 46 days in
2006; the governing party neglected to call a fall session.
In recent years, the Alberta Legislature has sat for about
45 to 55 days each year. The 2007 fall session of the House of
Commons has been delayed for at least two weeks by the
governing party.
Yet government at both provincial and national levels
becomes steadily more complex. Are legislatures becoming
irrelevant?
Certainly BC’s number of sitting days in 2006 was a new low,
reducing the Legislature to near invisibility. Usually, the BC
House sits for 70 to 90 days a year, except for election years. This
year, it has sat so far for 47 days, but a fall session is expected to
start in mid-October, at about the same time as the House of
Commons.
When and for how long the Legislature sits is, by tradition,
determined by agreement of the political parties represented. In
practice, it is under the control of the governing party of the day,
and they set the timing depending on what legislation they wish
to introduce, and how long they wish to debate it, or not.
Today’s governments take great care to control what the
public gets to know about what they are doing, feeding their
message carefully to the media. It’s much more difficult to
control the message in the Legislature, where opposing points of
view and aggressive questioners are present.

Readers’ Letters
Farmgate Sales Still Possible
Dear Editor:
A small correction should be made to the letter from Huquette
Allen in Island Tides September 20 edition, which stated that
meat inspection regulations will be in force on September 30
which make it illegal for farmers to sell meat at the farm gate as
they have always done.
In fact, in all areas of BC as of that date meat and poultry
cannot be sold to the public if it is not inspected. As long as meat
and poultry are inspected at a plant licensed under either the
federal or provincial Meat Inspection Regulations it may be sold
to the public.
I should also add that it has already been a requirement to
have meat and poultry government inspected prior to sale in
public venues such as restaurants, grocery stores or farmers’
markets.
The ‘farm gate’ sale, direct to the consumer from the farm,
has allowed for home slaughter without government inspection
in ‘uninspected areas’ that lack inspected facilities and are more
remote (ie rural). It has always worked because the consumer
was dealing directly with the farmer on his/her farm and the
consumer could make their own decisions.
The new meat regulations will effectively shut down the
home slaughter of meat and poultry for farm gate sales of
uninspected meat. Home slaughter of meat and poultry for one’s
own use will not be affected.
Barbara Johnstone Grimmer, Pender Island

Do New Ferries Have Those Double
Clutches?

JAKOBSEN

ASSOCIATES
C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes
K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com

Television coverage of provincial legislatures, and the House
of Commons, is generally limited to question period. In the
interest of getting on TV, opposition members ask ‘gotcha’
questions, intended to trap the government, and government
responders deliberately fail to answer. The resultant television is
dull, but at least the opposition is shown briefly on the evening
news.
It doesn’t help that the media, unwilling to judge or even
explain the issues, is relegated to a pretense of keeping score for
a sort of absurdist and ritualized political tennis game.
This is one of those ‘perfect storms’ you’ve heard about. It
combines the government’s reluctance to have its proposals
intelligently debated, the opposition’s inability to do anything
but oppose, and the media’s inability to carry out its
responsibilities.
This triple failure is clearly destructive to effective,
democratic, responsible government. Reducing the number of
sitting days simply enhances the irrelevance of the Legislature.
Now we have fixed election dates, why don’t we have a fixed
schedule for the Legislature, say like the one we have for public
schools? Both MLAs and MPs are well paid in BC—they could
earn it by making the legislature and the House of Commons
work. After all, they are at the heart of government. ✐

Dear Editor :
Patrick Brown’s article in the September 20 edition of
Island
Tides regarding the BC Ferries vessel that ran aground in Horse
Shoe Bay was fascinating!
Would Mr Brown be able to find out if the Ferry Corp (BC
taxpayers) have incorporated the required clutch systems in the
three new ferries being built in Germany ?
Hugh MacCallum, North Saanich

Oil, NAFTA and Sovereignty
Dear Editor:
We said it would happen and now it is happening. Oil companies
are going to sue Canada over increased research and
development fees in the Hibernia oil fields.
The companies say Canada is breaking an agreement in
NAFTA that said these fees would not change. Nice of our
politicians to go along with that on our behalf. Our sovereignty is
being eroded because of NAFTA.
Wait just one minute here isn’t that what they call treason?
Global warming is another consideration with NAFTA. The
free trade locks us into allowing goods to flow in and out of our
country to the rest of NAFTA. This shipping is an enormous
energy cost that needs to be eliminated.
Politicians who move to opt us out of NAFTA, are serious
about our sovereignty and global warming. Perhaps we should
be thinking about this when we vote.
Sue Hiscocks and Jim Wight, Victoria

Depositor’s Should Insure Own Assets
Dear Editor:
The proposal by England’s government to guarantee the savings
of depositors should be stopped.
The world’s banks operate a fractional reserve system for all
on-demand deposits. While governments enable banks to do
this, or they do not prohibit them from doing so, there
are
several thousand years of legal precedent supporting the notion
that fractional reserve banking for on-demand deposits is illegal.
History is littered with bank failures brought about by this
practice. Permitting, explicitly or implicitly, this practice means
government are complicit in allowing an illegal act.
The banks and governments rely on ‘the law of large
numbers’ but unfortunately that does not always function as
anticipated and we get financial failures such as Long Term
Capital. Those who spend their time calculating probabilities
referred to this risk as the ‘fat tail’ risk. Mr Leason of Barrings

experienced this and managed to destroy the bank as a
consequence.
Using the public’s money to reduce depositors risk will only
serve to make depositors careless and banks more reckless.
Having money on deposit is just another asset such as a house,
car, etc. Most people think it normal to bear the cost of insuring
these assets. Why is a deposit of money any different? If
insurance is needed for deposits in banks then give people the
option of paying for coverage but don’t ask the rest of the
population to provide it without cost to the asset owner.
Erik Andersen, Gabriola Island

Interpreting The Mandate
Dear Editor:
Your paper quotes Galiano Conservancy’s Ken Millard stating
that a trustees’ fiduciary responsibility ‘overrides any perceived
commitments made in an election campaign’ and then stated
‘Millard was referring to Trustee Sharp, who had insisted that he
was fulfilling his mandate from the voters by allowing dwellings’
(on forest lots).
I appreciate Mr. Millard pointing out that I believe it is
important for an elected official to fulfill their election promises.
Ironically, complaints are usually made about politicians who
ignore the voters’ mandate.
I am, however, concerned by Mr Millard’s interpretation of
the Islands Trust Mandate. His interpretation seems to exclude
people, as if people do not have a place of importance in the
vision of preserve and protect. Has the mandate been reduced to
but 5 words - ‘Preserve and protect the environment?’ In fact, the
Trust Mandate is a thoughtful and detailed statement. It also
includes our islands ‘unique amenities’ with Trustees making
decisions ‘for the benefit of the residents of the trust area and of
the province generally.’ Further, Trustees are called to
‘cooperation with municipalities, regional districts,
improvement districts, other persons and organizations and the
Government of British Columbia.’ The Islands Trust Policy
Statement is also a detailed document that covers a wide range
of issues.
Simplistic interpretations of the Islands Trust mandate and
the Policy Statement that exclude people who have participated
in the democratic process only do a disservice to the trust
mandate and the Islands Trust in general.
Michael Sharp, Trustee, Galiano Island

PMFL Already In Effect, Says Trustee
Dear Editor:
A number of corrections with respect to your article in the last
Island Tides: ‘Galiano trust committee will host PMFL meeting.’
Your article states: ‘Allowing a residence on F1 land is
intended, say the trustees, to match Galiano’s bylaws with the
PMFL regulations.’ No member of the Local Trust Committee
has made this statement, or anything like it. There are issues
with how the bylaws currently function, preventing covenant
protection from being applied to the existing Forest One lands,
whether or not they are in PMFL.
Lands in PMFL already have all forestry uses except that of a
dwelling use, and the PMFL Act already prevents Local Trust
Committees from passing bylaws or permits that have the effect
of restricting a Forestry use, which means protection for Forest
lands already cannot be acquired by covenant on PMFL lands. It
should be clear to your readers that, with the sole exception of
the accessory dwelling use, the PMFL is already in effect on
Galiano Island.
Your article states: ‘The proposed bylaw … sets generous lot
coverage allowances for buildings accessory to residential use,
and also makes it clear that it does not set any limits on
additional buildings accessory to forest use.’ The draft bylaw sets
lot coverage of 600 square metres for small lots and 800 square
metres for large lots. The existing bylaw sets lot coverage of 2.5
hectares: that is 25,000 square metres. The word ‘generous’
should be taken in context. Also, the draft bylaw continues the
existing restriction on buildings accessory to Forestry use of 93
square metres.
Your article states: ‘Draft bylaw Nº197 very much expands
LETTERS, continued on next page

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE • $31.80 • With image $37.10 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42.40 • With image $47.70 (max 70 words)

Saturday, October 6

Friday to Sunday, October 19 to 21

Galiano Club’s Annual Blackberry Tea & Harvest
Festival—get your Thanksgiving Pie; jams, jellies, produce;
lunch served • South End Hall • 11am–3pm • Everyone welcome •
info: Margaret 539-5064 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Pender Islands Solstice Theatre Society—Harvey, hilarious
comedy by Mary Chase; directed by Brent Marsden, assistant
director Barry Mathias, producer Clare Mathias • Pender Islands
Community Hall • Fri & Sat: 7:30pm, Sun: 2pm • Tickets: Adults
$15, 12 & under $10 @ Casual Pender, Southridge Farms Country
Store, Talisman Books & Gallery • Info: 250-629-9965 • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, October 6
Pender Islands Farmers’ Market—‘Come drop by ’cuz you
just never know what you’ll find or who you’ll meet!’ Fresh local
produce; baked goods and cheeses; local art and artisan works. •
Community Hall, Bedwell Harbour Road • 9:30am–1pm • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Sun, Tues & Wed, Oct 21, 23 & 24

Thanksgiving Weekend Family Fun Swims-enjoy the
wavepool, waterslide, diving boards, pirate ship, toddler pool,
swirlpool, family changerooms, and steam room • 4636 Elk Lake
Drive (right off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak exit) • SAT: 1-4pm,
6:30-8:30pm; SUN: 10-noon, 1-4pm, 6:30-8:30pm; MON: 10noon, 1-4pm • Info: 24-hour Swim Info-line, 250-475-7620 • IN
SAANICH

Live from New Orleans! Preservation Hall Jazz Band—
the band that keeps the rich legacy of the New Orleans sound
alive; musicians born and raised in the tradition • NANAIMO: Oct
21, 7:30pm, Port Theatre, adults $40/students $36, 250-7548550, www.porttheatre.com/tickets.html; NORTH VANCOUVER:
Oct 23, 8pm, Centennial Theatre, $49, Centennial Box Office
604-984-4484; VICTORIA: Oct 24, 8pm, UVic Centre Farquhar
Auditorium, $37.50, UVic Box Office 250-721-8480 • Ticket
prices may have additional service charges • Info:
www.globalartsconcerts.com
•
NANAIMO, NORTH
VANCOUVER & VICTORIA

Saturday, Oct 6 & Thurs Oct 11 & 25

Thursday, October 25

Pender Film Group Screenings—SAT OCT 6: Black Book
(1944)—Jewish woman joins Dutch Resistance and infiltrates the
local Gestapo, English subtitles; THURS OCT 11: Madame TutliPutli—Canadian short film followed by Protocols of Zion (2005)
—rise of anti-Semitism in USA following 9/11; THURS 25: 6pm,
Kids Film Night, Surf’s Up (2007)—young penguin dreams of
winning surfing competition; 7:30pm, Fido(2006)—Timmy
Robinson’s best friend is 6ft, rotting zombie • Community Hall •
7:30pm (except Kids’ Night) • Admission by donation • Info:
www.penderislands.org, click ‘events’ • ON PENDER ISLAND

Wildlife Rescue: When To Intervene and When Not To—
PAWS presents Tracy Anderson, senior rehabilitator from Wild
Ark, presentation followed by questions and refreshments •
Library Meeting Room • 7:30pm • Everyone welcome • Info:
www.wildark.com • ON PENDER ISLAND

Sat to Mon, Oct 6 to 8

Wednesday, October 10
Transforming Our Money, Transforming Our
Community—Catherine Austin-Fitts speaks on financial reform
• Peace Building, corner of 15th and Burrard • Evening • Tickets:
$25 • Info: livinglanguage@shaw.ca, Fleurette Sweeney 604-2949895, and www.solari.com • IN VANCOUVER

LETTERS from previous page
the definition of ‘access’: ‘Residential use should not be
permitted on any lot on Galiano Island unless there is a right of
legal road access for the lot owner, whether by highway, statutory
right of way, common access route, easement, or other means
that connects the owner’s lot to a highway that connects to the
Sturdies Bay Ferry Terminal.’ The term ‘or other means’ has
already been deleted by resolution of the LTC.
One should keep in mind that the draft Road Network Bylaw
prepared by the previous Local Trust Committee would have
permitted residential use on rezoning by just such mechanisms.
Much of the Road Network language in the draft bylaws was
extracted from the original Road Network Plan bylaw.
I personally consider the PMFL Act to have serious issues that
should be addressed. The most serious of these is that owners
can enter PMFL, benefit from years of tax reductions, then exit
the PMFL and do with their land as they wish. The proposed
covenant would address this problem: the covenant would
prevent owners from profiting from the tax benefit without
taking on further responsible management of their lands by
establishing that owners cannot cut if they are not in PMFL
except by entering into a sustainable forestry covenant. I strongly
encourage readers to ask the provincial government to resolve
other issues, as the Islands Trust is already doing.
I continue to encourage the Island Tides to check its facts
before publishing.
Roy Smith, Trustee, Galiano Island

Pressure For Development
The following was presented to September Trust Council and
submitted for publication.
Dear Trustees:
Pressures for development in the Trust Islands are recognized in
trust policy and I’m sure each of you is well aware of subtle and
some not-so-subtle pressures, usually concerning development.
Lands in private hands are perhaps the main difficulty.
‘You can’t stop progress,’ they say. But that depends what is
meant by progress—is it progress toward maintaining the Trust
Object of preserve and protect?
I applaud the recent decision made on Denman Island. It
shows that a threat—a big threat—can be met by a committee
that knows what preserve and protect means. That is progress!
But it takes courage—and more. I believe the Denman decision is
important for every trust committee.
Pressures continue, however. The PMFL Act, for example,
threatens the Trust Object. It has no restrictions on clearcutting.
It employs a ‘results-based’ approach that plainly won’t work in
the interest of the Trust’s policy. The PMFL permits opting out,
jeopardizing Islands Trust jurisdiction and effectiveness.
Private owners are all good stewards. (A steward is simply a
manager. Management plans differ and therefore may be
measured by various criteria. If, for example, profit was made by
clearcutting and/or developing, then it could be well managed =
good stewardship.)

Saturday & Sunday, Oct 27 & 28
‘Find Your Passion In Life’ Weekend Retreat—know what
you want and learn how to ask for it using the Law of Attraction,
Return rail trip from Victoria–Chemainus, dinner theatre, one
night accommodation and meals • $399 per person (double
occupancy), includes materials and taxes • Info: 250-483-5791,
juliesalisbury@shaw.ca www.nomadaroundtheworld.com • IN
CHEMAINUS

PROMOTE YOUR EVENT! 629-3660

Unreasonable pressures are brought to bear such as:
clearcutting, then claiming the only remaining use is residential;
lop-sided journalism and lobbying; misrepresentation (I can’t
live on my land…); total rejection, for temporary purposes, of the
value of the ‘preserve and protect’; creation of exaggerated and
false perceptions of discrimination, injustice and conflict; and
causing the Trust to appear solely responsible for problems and
for solutions.
I would be ashamed to be the author of some of the
statements and activities that I’ve witnessed. These and many
other issues arise from outside the Trust. But it falls to this
organization [Trust Council] to investigate, understand,
communicate and respond in ways consistent with the Trust
Object.
Pressures are also created from within the Islands Trust itself
such as inconsistent enforcement or changing bylaws to resolve
enforcement cases, thus creating precedents. Precedents that
embalm principle. Precedents that make it ever harder to say
‘no,’
Pressures such as: disagreements amongst trustees, not
necessarily about how to preserve and protect, but, in effect,
whether to do so; looking backward while attempting to move
forward—recalling traditional uses like wholesale logging, or
industrial or commercial uses.
Impatience or haste at any level may also cause pressures.
‘Let’s move forward,’ some say. But as with progress, one must
be cautious about direction and destination. This phrase might
mean: let’s move forward—before the facts are widely known, or;
let’s move forward—before a community can reflect on
consequences, or; let’s move forward—before it becomes clear
that (whatever proposal) will not work to solve anything.
Subtle pressures, some contrary to the Trust Object, can arise
from staff. Planning is a complex job: hearing any number of
conflicting interests and having to recommend the fairest plan
that respects the Trust Object. Or not? I’ve seen a list of policy
directives completely checked off with no demonstration of
compliance. I’ve seen reports and recommendations that
incorrectly characterize the Trust Policy Statement. One
example from a recent report claims ‘a lack of any definition
within the Trust Policy Statement as to the extent to which an
LTC must address such issues.’ But the Trust Policy does define
the word ‘address’ sufficiently. (It’s in Schedule 1.)
To conclude: Pressures to develop will always be present, but
this one trust—I sometimes imagine it as an equivalent sum of
money in trust—the Islands Trust in its 13 island accounts—is a
huge legacy to protect and it is worth keeping intact. Please join
me in believing that if it’s not frittered away bit by bit—or half an
island at a time, then the varied and valuable interest from this
Trust will accrue to the benefit of all, perhaps forever.
Each chance for protection may be the last chance.
Brian Mitchell, Galiano Island ✐
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Breastfeeding keeps moms
and babies healthy
The Vancouver Island Health Authority (VIHA) is celebrating
World Breastfeeding Week in Canada (October 1–7) by
supporting the Quintessence Breastfeeding Challenge to help
raise awareness across the region about the importance of
breastfeeding within the first hour of life as well as the many
health benefits to both moms and infants.
Breast milk is fortified with over 200 identifiable compounds
that help in the maturation of an infant’s digestive and
circulatory systems. Breastfeeding has many other advantages
for babies including reducing rates of respiratory illnesses and
diarrhea. Some studies also suggest breastfeeding may help
reduce blood pressure and cholesterol levels in adulthood.
The Quintessence Breastfeeding Challenge challenge takes
place in 150 different communities across North America with
the goal of recording the most babies breastfeeding at once in the
same geographic location.
Dr Richard Stanwick, Chief Medical Health Officer (CMHO)
for VIHA commented, ‘We know how important breastfeeding is
for infants, but there is further evidence to show that moms
receive significant health benefits too. Breast feeding can lower
the risk of breast and ovarian cancers, and possibly the risk of hip
fractures and osteoporosis after menopause.’
The Canadian Pediatric Society recommends exclusively
breastfeeding newborns for the first six months, at which time
other foods may be introduced, but breastfeeding is to continue
until the age of two-years-old or beyond. The World Health
Organization also recommends that babies should be breastfed
for at least the first two years of life.
Based on best practices, VIHA provides home and health unit
visits, phone support, breastfeeding clinics, and lactation
consultant support. These supports ensure that families get the
help they need, when they need it, so breastfeeding is continually
promoted and supported in communities across the region.
For more information on the event or breastfeeding, visit
www.breastfeedingmatters.ca. ✐

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
REMOVE:

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd

"From the first Blue Sky
Architecture have been
regionalists in the best
sense of the term. They
have been deeply involved
with the ecology and
topography of southern
British Columbia and its
wonderful interweave of sea,
forest, and rock ."

HELLIWELL + SMITH
BLUE SKY ARCHITECTURE

4090 Bayridge Ave West Vancouver BC V7V 3K1
t 01 604 921 8646 f 01 604 921 0755
bsa@blueskyarchitecture.com
www.blueskyarchitecture.com

WATERFRONT PROPERTY
FOR SALE ON VALDES ISLAND
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ELECTRO-MECHANICS LTD.
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Dan Osborne, President
Grant Blandford, Sales

Ph: 250-386-3381
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SATURNA NOTES from page 3
Upcoming Community Club expenses were discussed and
$5,000 was voted for the payment to the Rec Centre for our part
in keeping up the Medical Clinic.
Dawn Wood coordinator for the Ambulance Building
fundraising drive, announced that they have come up with half
of the needed funds for the building and this enables them to
start applying for matching government grants. Island artists
have come up with items they would be willing to sell or
auction—proceeds donated to the fund.
Several people in our ambulance service will be volunteering
their time to do more training.
The Gloria Manzano oral history book is at the printers. The
Community Club will pay the print costs. Author, Bill
Schermbrucker is delighted to have reached this point. He said
publication has been delayed as more and more interesting
material and photos kept showing up!
This is the third oral history that Bill has done, the first two
with much help from the late Rick Tipple:
The Campbells of
Saturna and Saturna in the 1920s and Other RecollectionsWalter Bavis.
Heritage status for the hall is well on its way. The next project
is to write the bylaw, consulting with Islands Trust Planner Gary
Richardson. The bylaw must then be approved by the Islands
Trust Executive.
Denise K gave a detailed account of the history and
present status of the Saturnacan community website. Denise
K, Ilka Olsen, and Robert Montgomery are active in the
Community Access network. We do have some funding for the
year 2007-2008, in spite of funding initially being halted. Denise
has separated community from commercial and the website is
for community benefit. The website is well supported in the
community and has had a youth employment position. Ben
Dunsmuir was our last intern.

Square Meal
On September 26, ‘Saturna Square’ and chef Shawn Fitzgerald,
with lots and lots of community help, put on a Saturna Eats
Dinner or ‘Square Meal’ by the light of the harvest moon.
Shawn’s idea was that he would cook a dinner with what
Saturna had to offer from the Island. He was delighted with the

Photo: Steve Dunsmuir

Students from around the Southern Gulf Islands are commuting to Saturna to attend the Ecological Education Centre
based at Saturna Elementary School. The group rests under a Garry oak while hiking on Brown Ridge to Taylor Point.
bounty and found the freshness and quality inspiring. The meal
was held at the Saturna Lodge for $15 dollar a head, any
proceeds going to the Ambulance Fund. Corrine House, Jenn
Nilson, Kevin O-Hara and co-organizers Nancy Phillips and
Juliet Kershaw, served and dishwashed and 47 guests sat down
to a cornucopia of food transformed into a meal.
We began with Harvest Moon Soup and Ceviche Saturnina
chanterelles. The main courses were lamb curry from Jones’
flock, beef (with chantrelle mushrooms) from Campbell’s herd
and venison (with delectable sauce) donated by Gude Shott. The
magnificent meal ended with apple torte with marrow squash
pastry. Saturna Vineyard wines were paired with each course.
The surprising feast created a lively hubbub and roar of
conversation as it appeared before the feasters.

Memorials
Saturna Community is invited to a celebration of Margaret Fry’s
life, Sunday, October 7, 11am at the Rec Centre.
Charlie Campbell’s family and friends invite the community
to a celebration of his life at the Community Hall from 1 to 4 pm
on Saturday, October 13.

Ecological Education

Photo: Gillian Bollam

‘SATURNA SQUARE’ CREW AND THE SATURNA CORNUCOPIA

Saturna Elementary is almost bursting at the seams (see photo,
above). Due to the Saturna Ecological Education Centre (SEEC)
program we now have fifteen full-time students and four
students in preschool on Wednesday afternoons—what a lively
boost to our community.
Saturna Ecological Education Centre is hosting its first group
this month. About 50 home-schoolers will be on-Island to study
and have fun learning. Community involvement is always
welcome. Contact principal Steve Dunsmuir if you are interested.

Retirement

Voluntary Subscription? Keep
meaning to send it in? Help keep
all this great news coming!

Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?

Our ever-present, unflappable, eminently capable school
secretary, Dayle Johnson has retired after 23 years of running
the office. Dayle has been a constant through the times of many
teachers. Her insight into teachers and students, her knowledge
of how a small school runs and connects to the distant district
headquarters on Salt Spring, her practicality, her strong
connection to Saturna’s community has been a huge asset to the
wellbeing of our school, Dayle’s humourous and kindly approach
to the human condition and openness to connect with children
and adults is at the heart of true learning. Thank you, Dayle.

THE ART & CRAFT OF SHELTER
AUTHENTIC PRE-CRAFTED HOME PACKAGES...
OF THE UTMOST QUALITY.

• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make you a good contact?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?

Harvest Fest at the Vineyard
The Saturna Vineyard held its annual Harvest Fest organized by
Michael Vatour. Jim Foster and the Rockin Hoodoos were back
for the ninth time and enjoyed as much as the first. Lots of people
came to enjoy the sunshine and eat locally prepared food by
Saturna Lodge, Saturna Cafe, Vineyard Bistro and Lorna
Knowles and Beth Jones. Michael does a fine job organizing this
event that is getting busier every year.

Events
Many people are interested in what services would be available
in case of a disaster. On October 27 from 10am-3pm, there will
be an Emergency Services Fair at the Rec Centre. Co-ordinated
by Donna Curwen, John McMillian and Shirley Stonier, this
open house will showcase all our emergency services. The motto
is ‘people helping people’ and the goal of the event is to become
informed on how we could help each other in times of need or a
disaster. Thanks to Donna and all the other volunteers for
bringing us this useful information.
On Saturday October 6 at the Rec Centre, the Saturna Lions
will present Oktoberfest, an evening of Bavarian-style fun.
Besides a buffet with bratwurst and weisswurst and Oktoberfest
beer on tap, catered by Mary Rose Smith, there will be a yodeling
contest! Dancing will be the evening’s delight, with Al
Stonehouse playing accordion music and dance tunes. ✐

Principles of a ‘Just’ War ~ Senlis Council
(See ‘A New Policy For Afghanistan’ page 2)
1. A war is just only if it is waged by a legitimate authority. Even
just causes cannot be served by actions taken by individuals or
groups who do not constitute an authority sanctioned by
whatever the society and outsiders to the society deem
legitimate.
2. A just war can only be fought to redress a wrong suffered.
For example, self-defence against an armed attack is always
considered to be a just cause (although the justice of the cause is
not sufficient—see point #4). Further, a just war can only be
fought with ‘right’ intentions: the only permissible objective of a
just war is to redress the injury.
3. A war can only be just if it is fought with a reasonable chance
of success. Deaths and injury incurred in a hopeless cause are not
morally justifiable.
4. The ultimate goal of a just war is to re-establish peace. More
specifically, the peace established after the war must be
preferable to the peace that would have prevailed if the war had
not been fought.
5. The violence used in the war must be proportional to the
injury suffered. States are prohibited from using force not
necessary to attain the limited objective of addressing the injury
suffered.
6. The weapons used in war must discriminate between
combatants and non-combatants. Civilians are never
permissible targets of war, and every effort must be taken to
avoid killing civilians. The deaths of civilians are justified only if
they are unavoidable victims of a deliberate attack on a military
target.
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News from just south of the border
Paddy LeBrun

I

n the United States last week, Congress and
TV news watchers across the country were
told that a number of undercover agents
from the US Government Accountability Office
(GAO) had penetrated the border from Canada
into the US without challenge, ‘on at least three
occasions.’ They were shown a snippet of video
purporting to show one of these agents, his face
blurred so as to be unidentifiable, carrying a red
zippered bag, passing by a concrete post in the
middle of a field. The post resembled one of the
many small border posts that mark the border
from coast to coast. Of course, we know it was
Canada because there was snow in the picture.
What was he carrying? The bag was opened
to reveal three unmarked coffee cans and a
number of pieces of junk, unidentifiable in the
short time they were visible.
It was not clear where he was supposed to
be, or when; it was not even clear whether he
was crossing from Canada to the US or from the
US to Canada. The video was a reminder of the
blurred photos of trucks which Colin Powell
was told to present to the United Nations, with
the story that they were Iraq’s traveling
factories for weapons of mass destruction.
The GAO was eager to tell the story behind
the border video: ‘The proximity of the road to
the border allowed investigators to cross
without being challenged by law enforcement,
successfully simulating the cross-border
movement of radioactive materials or other
contraband into the United States from
Canada.’
Well, the stuff in the bag could not be
identified; but what if it had been the
ingredients of a ‘dirty bomb?’ Now this
unidentified correspondent is the first to admit
that he doesn’t know how to make a dirty

bomb; all he knows is that it is an explosive
device that spreads radioactive material over a
large area, rendering it unusable and making
everyone around very sick, if not dead. He
doesn’t know how big it has to be, what kind of
explosive would work, whether you could get all
the essential bits in a small bag, or whether you
could buy them at Canadian Tire. But it does
seem to him that this unidentified agent would
have to be carrying more radioactive material
than would be good for him.
And if he was crossing from Canada to the
US, he must have crossed into Canada from the
US; since he was a US government agent, of
course he would have identified himself at the
Canadian border at that time—or maybe not—
the GAO spokesman emphasized that it was
just as easy to penetrate Canada from the US as
it was to enter the US from Canada (where are
their border guards).
The GAO was no doubt sincere in pointing
out the threat to the US inherent in a very long
border that is not marked by an eighteen-foot
concrete wall, razor wire fences, or the constant
aerial drone of aerial drones.
But what was really in the bag? What if it
contained Canadian bacon, or fiddleheads, or
maple syrup? The coffee cans probably came
from Tim Hortons, but what if they contained
coffee? Or even ‘steeped tea’?
Or worst of all, small carefully finished
pieces of softwood lumber?
All of which goes to show that terror is where
you find it, and if there’s not enough around, it’s
not too hard to manufacture. Take equal parts
fear and ignorance, mix with a dash of politics
and stir with a microphone.
But like a dirty bomb, it does makes everyone
in the vicinity very sick. Let’s hope it’s not us. ✐

Commentary by Patrick Brown

Ferries (and government) still on autopilot

I

f you thought this summer’s ferry fares
were high enough, they’ll be 9.4% higher on
the main routes next summer, and 8.1%
higher on the other routes. And it won’t stop
there. By 2011, fares on the main routes will be
45-50% higher than in 2003; on the other
routes they’ll be 90-97% higher.
Almost double in eight years. And that
doesn’t count any further increases in fuel costs.
Incredible.
This sort of inflation is what the provincial
government thinks is a reasonable consequence
of privatizing a public service. This is what the
provincial government thinks is a reasonable
impact on Island-dwelling British Columbians.
Three quarters of a million BC residents
must take a ferry if they want to get to mainland
Canada. (The other three and a quarter million
have to take a ferry if they want to get to their
capital, Victoria.) But the government figures
that the cost of such access doesn’t matter.
The Ferry Commissioner has produced a
final report on the fares for ‘Performance Term
2.’ It’s only slightly different from his
preliminary report. He didn’t have much
choice. He doesn’t really have any power to
control fares, but only to calculate them

according to the figures he is given by the ferry
corporation and the government.
It wasn’t until after the preliminary report
that he invited public comment. There was
plenty, both to the Commissioner and to the
Minister of Transportation. Most of the emails,
letters, and faxes (‘with very few exceptions’)
were about the inexorable rise in fares, and
raised three main points: the economic and
social impacts of higher fares on Island
communities, the consideration of all ferries as
part of the highway system; and the level of
user-pay for coastal ferries versus other
transportation services such as Translink.
Fares continue to increase as the ferry
system assumes the the multiple burdens of
having to finance its own capital costs,
increasing operating costs, no increase in
subsidies, and unanticipated increases in fuel
costs.
When the provincial government pretended
to privatized the system in 2003, it was not
clear how much fares would increase—the
government implied that they expected fares to
increase along with the cost of living. Since
2003, BC’s Consumer Price Indexes (there are

At the Union of BC Municipalities Conference, Islands Trust was recognized in a ‘Best
Practices’ award category for its book A Place in the Islands. Left to right: Susan
Gimse (Squamish/Lillooet RD) UBCM Chair, Laura Stringer Communications
Specialist for the Islands Trust, Linda Adams Chief Administrative Officer for the
Islands Trust, and Ida Chong Minister of Community Services.
AFGHANISTAN from page 2
cultivation, so any eradication strategy is seen
as repression, destroying livelihoods.
MacDonald noted, in a presentation to the
commons National Defence Committee last
fall, that Afghans cannot distinguish between
Canadians, US forces, the Dutch, British, or
‘contractors’ and consequently all are blamed
for the results of the eradication program.
The US has now proposed the spraying of
the herbicide ‘glyphosate’ (Roundup) in
concentrations 100 times higher than used in
the US. This has been opposed by the Afghan
government.
Recommendation Fourteen:
Support Poppy for Medicine (P4M): instead
of trying to eradicate the poppy crop, it should
be used to meet the world’s needs for pain-relief
medicine, through a licensing scheme. This
would remove a major source of Taliban
funding, make poppy cultivation legal, bring
Afghanistan into the international trade
community, increase internal security, and pull
farmers out of poverty. Surveys carried out by
Senlis show that eight out of ten Canadians
support this approach.

An Inclusive Government,
With Canada’s Help
Recommendation Fifteen:
Support President Karzai in his attempts to
negotiate with those elements of the Taliban
that can be brought into legitimate democratic
debate.
Karzai has indicated clearly his interest in
negotiating with Taliban elements who are
interested in peace. United Nations envoy Tom
Koenigs says that negotiations won’t produce ‘a
quick result’ but are essential.
Recommendation Sixteen:
Canada should convene an emergency
NATO meeting to discuss a new ‘hearts and
minds’ strategy for Afghanistan.
The ‘legitimate grievances’ of Afghans must
be addressed, and the Taliban should not be
permitted to continue to define the Afghan
agenda, says the Senlis Council. Their final
recommendation reiterates the position that
Canada can and should take leadership, and
that this could be a ‘defining moment’ in our
position in world affairs. ✐
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The James Island Issue: A Solution For An Ill-Treated Island?
Ken Hancock and Gary Steeves Local Trustees, North Pender Island

T

he ‘James Island issue’ is the usual struggle between the
forces of the Islands Trust preserve and protect mandate
and those of human land-use and development. How best
to conserve the sensitive natural areas of the island and the
endangered species that live there is the main issue.
James Island, about 846 acres in size, is located approximately
1km offshore from Sidney and the Saanich Peninsula. It is the
second largest by area of the 40 Associated Islands and islets in
the North Pender Island Local Trust Area. The total land area of
the North Pender Associated Islands is 6,201 acres, of which 1,426
acres or 22.99% is parks or protected areas.

History of Industrial Use
Archaeologists believe the Coast Salish people used James Island
as a summer camp. Named after the Governor of Vancouver
Island, James Island was settled and farmed from 1874 until
1910 by the Munro family of Scotland. It served as a private
hunting ground after fallow deer were introduced to the island in
1908.
Canadian Industries Limited (CIL) acquired the 330 hectare
island and began operating an explosives factory in 1915. During
World War I, approximately 35 million tons of TNT was
produced for Allied forces. Production continued through the
Second World War with a small town on the island supporting
the factory. Up to 1,200 men women and children lived in the
company town which featured proper sidewalks, a bowling alley,
a cinema and a small gauge railway.
In 1962, CIL closed the town and in 1979 it closed the
munitions factory, demolishing all remaining buildings. CIL did
virtually no clean-up. Following their departure, the island was
left with large quantities of contaminated soil, heavy fuel oil
storage tanks, crates of buried explosives and other remnants of
seven decades of industrial use.

1988 James Island – A Plan for
Modern Development
In 1988, CIL sold the island to Pacific Parkland Properties, a
locally-owned development company with big plans. In response
to a comprehensive development proposal, the North Pender
Island LTC, through negotiations with Pacific Parkland, set to
work drafting Rural Land Use Bylaw 47.
In a February 1989 Development Plan Report to the North
Pender LTC, submitted a few months before the bylaw was
passed, the developer identified a core concern about the
proposed parkland dedication to take place at time of
subdivision.
Appendix A of the Development Plan Report recognized for
the first time, the central issue being debated today. It said:
The proposed park areas on James Island have been
established because of their ecological fragility or their
special qualities that are of importance. To place them in the
public’s name for the enjoyment of future generations is
acceptable. Unfortunately, it also raises potential problems.
There are legitimate concerns for their degradation through
the public’s use, and possible impact upon adjacent villages
such as fire hazard, security, noise, etc.

today. The concerns about fragile, environmentally sensitive
lands destined to be public parks were not resolved by Bylaw 47
which allowed extensive public recreation. Policies regarding the
proposed parks appear in Bylaw 47 under ‘Recreation’ and
indicate the lands are to be managed by BC Parks. RLUB 47 was
given final adoption on July 19, 1989. The bylaw reflected the
LTC intention to acquire parkland but contained no
conservation measures despite the developer’s warnings of
ecological fragility in its February report.
RLUB 47 requires two covenants related to parkland and
trails. The first (EC78596) restricted subdivision of the land
unless the subdivision is accompanied by a Statutory Right-ofWay (SROW) creating a public footpath. The second (EC78597)
restricts subdivision unless dedication of parkland and title
transfer to the Crown or the Islands Trust. Both covenants were
to be triggered at the time of subdivision.
The two covenants covered 10% (7.9% parkland & 2.1% trails)
of the island and was an amenity rezoning of sorts, allowing
residential density to be increased to 210 lots. Based on Bylaw 47,
Pacific Parkland proceeded with plans to develop: 210
residential lots, an 18 hole golf course with a 64,000 square foot
‘clubhouse,’ a public marina, a public swimming pool facility,
public tennis courts, a private passenger ferry for golfers only, a
restaurant and extensive meeting facilities ‘meant to satisfy
owners and golfers needs only and not to be of a scale to attract
visitors to the island,’ and wide paved roads.

1989 – James Island Abandoned
There was a third covenant on James Island, held by the BC
Ministry of the Environment, which was to play a far more
crucial role in the realization of Pacific Parklands plans. The
covenant required extensive and extremely costly remediation
work to be done. In spite of grand plans and a purported budget
of $100 million, by the end of 1989 Pacific Parkland was out of
money. The plans envisioned by RLUB 47 were abandoned.
Until 1994 the island sat unattended. Aside from the
uncompleted golf course and club house foundation, fallow deer,
invasive species and industrial contamination were the main
features of the island.

1994 - James Island Purchased
In September of 1994, Pacific Parkland sold James Island to JI
Properties, a company owned by Seattle billionaire Craig
McCaw. The price was US$19 million and it was recognized that
the cost of the required environmental remediation and
restoration pushed the price even higher.
The vast quantities of contaminated soil, 1,200 emaciated
deer, rampant invasive species such as scotch broom and
abandoned Bunker C crude tanks presented a daunting task.
The central ‘James Island issue’ of ecological conservation
versus parkland and a conservation-based zoning plan would
wait for 5 years, pending an extensive clean-up and restoration
of the island.

Restoration Work 1994-2005

JI Properties began an environmental restoration of the island.
No gasoline powered vehicles would be allowed and a small fleet
of electric powered vehicles were acquired. The only current
1989 Rural LUB Nº47 Created
The North Pender LTC proceeded with the development of Rural exception is a firefighting vehicle. All scotch broom and other
Land Use Bylaw 47 (RLUB 47), the bylaw covering James Island invasive species were removed. The Canadian Wildlife Service,
UBC and a leading biologist were consulted and engaged in
establishing a strategy to
reduce
and eventually
eliminate the fallow deer
Power line tree pruning
population. Excavation of the
chemically contaminated soil
and hazard tree removals.
was undertaken and clean,
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compatible soil brought in its place. Buried boxes of unexploded
ordinance were removed as was the large Bunker C Crude
storage facility.
JI Properties stated intention was to transform James Island
from an industrial past to a pristine eco-sanctuary. Their belief is
that people with deep pockets will value a protected natural
island environment. That belief brought JI Properties to the
Islands Trust with an application to re-zone the island.

2005 Application Process–A New
Vision For James Island
In August, 2005, James Island Properties submitted an
application to rezone James Island. In an initial response to the
application, the island planner wrote to the applicant in October
2005 saying: ‘I support the ecosystem approach to site planning
whereby environmentally sensitive areas and hazardous land are
set aside initially and development is subsequently sited on lands
with modified ecosystems.’
He explained that ‘an ecosystem inventory of James Island
would be considered a prerequisite to proceeding with a
rezoning of the island.’ The correspondence set out a long list of
studies and other technical information that would be required
to assess the application.
Adopting this ecosystem approach required not only an
overall Conservation Assessment (subsequently done for the
Nature Conservancy of Canada by Matt Fairbarns of Aruncus
Consulting) but also five other technical reports. These included:
• Groundwater for James Island Requirements, Quantity
Availability & Quality
• Slope Hazard Assessment
• Conservation Assessment of the Bird and Mammal Fauna
• Survey of Rare Spring-flowering Plants and
• an Archaeological Reconnaissance.
Three of the studies illustrated the extreme sensitivity of the
island ecology and the rare nature of some habitat and species.
The Fairbarn Conservation Assessment recommended
prohibiting human disturbance of the sensitive areas and the
LTC adopted that approach. This course of action differed
distinctly from the 1988/89 LTC approach, land use on James
Island would be addressed in a very different way.

2006–Starting Point Ecological
Conservation
The North Pender Local Trustees agreed with the conservation
assessment and determined that the starting point in responding
to the application was to prefer ecological conservation over
public parks and access. Based on the initial assessment, 17.9%
of the island was considered sensitive with fragile ecosystems
and rare species. Later, the conservation area would be increased
to nearly 20% of the island.
In accepting the recommendation to avoid human
disturbance of the conservation areas, the LTC noted the
documentation of five rare plant species. Subsequently, a rare
butterfly attracted attention as biologists, retained by JI
Properties, continued to study James Island. One plant in
particular, the contorted-pod evening primrose is classified as
‘critically imperilled’ under the federal Species At Risk Act. It
exists in only five locations in the world with the James Island
population being the largest. Other populations are located in
areas of semi-stabilized dunes, classified as ‘active,’ which are
open to public use and subject to disturbance.
The Local Trustees decided to protect the conservation areas
through zoning and a covenant held by the Nature Conservancy
of Canada (NCC). The rationale for such an approach was based
on the facts of RLUB 47. Much of the very land included in the
10% that Bylaw 47 designated for public park/access was within
the 20% of land identified in the conservation assessment as in
need of the greatest protection. Amending the RLUB 47
subdivision covenant of 10% parkland/trails to a nature reserve
covenant would only protect half of the sensitive area. The Local
Trustees failed to see the point of having two management plans,
monitoring and enforcement schemes.
The option chosen was to release the old parkland/trails
covenants (covering 10% of the island) and require JI Properties
to give up development rights to twice the amount of land (nearly
20%) as would have been required under RLUB 47.
Management costs and liabilities would be totally borne by the
NCC and the owners.
JI Properties would still be obligated under the
Local
Government Act to a 5% parkland dedication or cash-in-lieu at
the time of subdivision. JI Properties would pay cash-in-lieu of
either $1.5 million or 5% of the assessment whichever was
greater.
The North Pender LTC decision was to double the protected
areas and still require the applicant to meet its obligations for
parkland dedication at the time of subdivision. Although quite
different from the 1988/89 approach to the ‘James Island issue’,
the 2005/06 LTC effectively addressed the issue first raised in
Pacific Parkland’s Appendix A in 1989.
The decision touched off a secondary debate on the ‘James
JAMES ISLAND, please turn to next page
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FERRY FARES, continued from page 7
two alternative CPIs—take your pick) have increased at 2% per
year, more or less.

The Main Routes - Increase by Half
Ferry fares on the main routes have risen at less than 3% per
year, but fuel surcharges have added another 9%; so main route
fares this November (the last increase in performance term one)
will be about 25% more than they were when the Coastal Ferry
Act came into effect in 2003. These are the increases for an
unsubsidized ferry service, recovering its costs and a profit on a
small equity of 14%.
For the next four years (performance term two) ferry fares
will continue to rise at 3% per year (assuming annual CPI
increases of 2%), and maybe 4% (if CPI increases at 4%). The
result is that main route ferry fares will have increased by about
half from 2003 to 2011. And this is providing there are no more
fuel surcharges (what do you bet?). Still, these fare increases do
bear a vague relationship to the inflation rates we know and
love—or at least are accustomed to.

The Other Routes - Almost Double
But fare increases on the other routes are way over inflation.
They have been rising at about 4.5% per year, plus very much
higher fuel surcharges. Counting this November’s increase, fares
on the routes that serve the Gulf Islands and the north coast will
already have risen by half from 2003.
New fares are calculated by multiply the the CPI by .73 but
then adding 5.2% of previous rate. So fares between now and
2011 will actually rise by between 7.2% and 8.6% annually— a far
cry from 2%. Compounding year-by-year, they will be 90% to
100% more than 2003 by the summer of 2011 (not counting any
more fuel surcharges).

A Two-Tiered Ferry Scheme
In fact, when the the coastal ferries were ‘privatize’ in 2003, the
government created two ferry systems: one for the main routes
between the Mainland and Vancouver Island, and one for all the
other routes, including the north coast. The two parts have very
different fares structure and no cross-subsidization.
Prior to 2003, profits on the main routes had helped to
subsidize the other routes, and provincial and federal subsidies
JAMES ISLAND from previous page
Island issue’.’ Is 10% parkland/trails (at time of
subdivision) a superior public benefit to a 20%
conservation area for rare and sensitive
ecosystems (as a condition of final bylaw
approval)?
North Pender Local Trustees felt strongly
that the long term benefit of maintaining
ecological integrity and biodiversity outweighed
the benefit of a public park on sensitive
ecosystems, especially when the abundance of
public parkland in the surrounding Associated
Islands has grown considerably since 1989
through the addition of the Gulf Islands
National Park Reserve.

New Proposed Bylaws
Recently introduce, OCP Bylaw 169 and LUB
Bylaw 170 would replace the existing RLUB 47.
They would specifically:
• Reduce residential density from 210 lots in
Bylaw 47 to 80 lots and introduce a house size
limit of 5,000 square feet (an accessory cottage
would be permitted on the 80 lots);
• Reduce commercial density from 377,000
square feet under Bylaw 47 to 35,000 square
feet.
• Put 47.5% of the island in the Agricultural
zone (all this land is currently in the ALR);
29.4% in the Residential zone; 19.6% in the
Conservation zone; 1.9% in the Commercial
zone and 1.6% in the Community service zone;
• Require conservation covenants held by
the LTC and the Nature Conservancy of Canada
and drafted to the satisfaction of Islands Trust
legal counsel to apply to the area zoned
Conservation;
• Require, at the time of subdivision,
Local
parkland dedication under the
Government Act (the applicant has agreed to
pay a minimum of $1.5 million cash in lieu);
• Require covenants for Raptor Nesting
Protection (Buffer Zones); Wildlife Tree
Protection (restricts removal); Educational and
Research Access to conservation areas;
Subdivision Control;
• Require water storage capacity be
provided;
• Require the restoration of rare species and
habitat;
• Require the restoration of certain rare
flowering plants.

Consideration by Trustees
The path Local Trustees have chosen will

made up the rest, to keep fares at a reasonable level. And capital
costs, for new ferries and terminal improvements, were paid out
of the province’s capital budget and funded by provincial bond
issues.
The reasonable fares, modest increases, and capital
expenditures all served a purpose: the economic health of the
province and the coast.
The new BC Liberal government decided that this was not
business-like, and passed the Coastal Ferries Act. It instructed
its new (wholly government-owned) ‘private corporation’ that
the main routes were no longer to subsidize the smaller routes,
and profits were to be paid to the provincial government as
owner!
The province would decide each year how much subsidy it
would contribute, and ferry fares were to make up the rest. The
whole scheme was to be run by a Ferry Commissioner, whose
terms of reference were to ensure that the figures added up, but
not to consider any objective other than the financial stability of
the ferry corporation, and particularly not to consider the
interests of the passengers, businesses, and communities that
were dependent on coastal ferry services.
The new BC Ferries Services Inc (BCFS) was to finance its
own capital costs, issue its own debentures, and fulfill a ‘contract’
with the province’s Ministry of Transportation to provide ferry
services. It was given an aging fleet of vessels, had its land
(terminal) assets repossessed, and told to contract out as much
of its business as possible. In fact, it had to start from scratch.
One thing that wasn’t mentioned when the Act was being
passed: the provincial government intended to hold its subsidy
(now known as a ‘service fee’) at a constant dollar level; all cost
increases were to be financed from fare increases.

Deliberately Screwed

these routes could be contracted out to smaller operators who
might be able to make a profit through cost reduction (and
maybe non-union ferry workers).
Well, nobody’s interested, despite the efforts made by BCFS
to shed these smaller routes.
So, users are covering fuel costs, capital costs of updating
long-neglected vessels and terminals, 14% return on equity for
investors (the provincial government), all in addition to inflation
in operating costs and interest on a debt that will soon exceed a
billion dollars.

Coastal Ferry Committees Comment
Coastal residents have increasingly called on the government to
consider how essential ferry transportation is to the existence of
dozens of coastal communities. Their representatives, the 12
Ferry Advisory Committees and their chairs (FACC), note that
the Coastal Ferry Act recognizes the necessity of government
support for the smaller routes.
‘We’re more than ready to pay normal inflationary costs, as
does any traveller on any of BC’s highways,’ says Jakob Knaus, of
the Southern Sunshine Coast Ferry Advisory Committee. ‘The
trouble with this set-up is that we’re also doing the equivalent of
paying directly for the asphalt, the gravel, the abutments and the
work crews’ wages, in contrast to taxpayer-funded highways.’
The FACCs asked the government to moderate its push
toward user-pay, and increase the service fees at a rate
approximating the CPI, to help keep fare increases to a scale that
families in small communities can bear. Nobody listened: the
government wouldn’t, and the commissioner isn’t allowed to.
The government did kick in a little extra money to help in the
purchase of the Northern Adventure (when the insurance
proceeds from the Queen of the North weren’t enough) but that
was about it.
Residents of British Columbia’s coastal communities know
that ferry service is a necessity, just like the highways that the
inland citizens of this province take for granted. The Islands
aren’t just recreational spots; people live there. These fare
increases are discriminatory and destructive.
But the government isn’t listening, and insists on setting up
long-term, continuing increases in fares.
Once again, on autopilot, and without any way of slowing the
vessel down, we’re deliberately screwed. No reversible pitch
propeller on this ship. Well, at least we know who the skipper is,

Any ten-year-old with a computer could have predicted what
would happen to these fares with inflation and the deliberate
freezing of subsidies by the province—a government which is
fond of announcing multi-billion-dollar surpluses.
You may recall that, when the ferries were ‘privatized,’ the
government decreed that the minor routes were to become
increasingly ‘user-pay.’ It was
obvious even then that a
completely ‘user-pay’ fare
reduce density, double the protected area of the
structure would be totally
island and make the applicant live up to its
unacceptable.
obligations under the Local Government Act.
Before that happened, the
and it’s not David Hahn this time. 0
The public benefit of preserving and protecting
government clearly hoped that
these rare and sensitive areas with
management
plans, monitoring and
enforcement
by Canada’s premiere
conservation
organization—the Nature
Conservancy of Canada (NCC)—meets all
obligations of the Islands Trust Act and the
Trust Policy Statement.
In recognition of concerns raised about
public access to the privately owned island and
its ecologically sensitive areas, the proposed
covenant provides for an Educational Access
Program in co-operation with The New Marine
Centre at Sidney and the Saanich and Gulf
The Southern Gulf Islands Ferry Advisory Committee is holding a
Island School districts. This arrangement
meeting and members of the public are welcome to attend. If you have
seemed to be the best way to provide for public
any questions you wish to raise with the Committee or with BC Ferries,
access while carefully managing the impacts on
please bring these to the attention of a Committee member prior to the
sensitive areas.
meeting.
The Local Trustees recognized that
regardless of who owns the land, it will be
Agenda items for this meeting include:
virtually impossible to completely prevent
human intrusions on the protected areas. In
Operations Report
Super Cs
order to address this, the Local Trustees believe
Performance Term II Update
Coast Card
that the option chosen places the financial
Community Initiatives
Ticket sales cut-off
burdens associated with management,
monitoring and enforcement in the most
Minutes of committee meetings are available on BC Ferries’ website
capable of hands. As the NCC pointed out to the
www.bcferries.com
Executive Committee, the NCC could not levy
rent charges against a crown agency such as the
Mary Winspear Centre - Room 4
Trust Fund Board for a breach of covenant.
2243 Beacon Avenue, Sidney
Under the zoning and covenant option, the
NCC would be able to require the property
Friday, October 12th
owners, now or in the future, to pay for any
9:30 am – 1:30 pm
transgressions.
The central issue on James Island is
For additional information, please contact Cheri Maisonneuve,
ecological conservation versus public parkland.
Manager of Sales & Community Relations, Tel. (250) 978-1398, or
Each case must be dealt with on the facts and
Islands
Trust
Act,
within the parameters of the
e-mail cheri.maisonneuve@bcferries.com
its Trust Policy Statement and other legal and
policy requirements.
The Proposed James Island OCP Bylaw 169
has been deemed approved by the Island Trust
Executive Committee. A Public Hearing on
Proposed LUB Bylaw 170 will be held on
Thursday, October 4 at 10am at the Anglican
Hall on North Pender Island. ✐

Southern Gulf Islands
Ferry Advisory Committee Meeting
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Protecting
neighbourhoods

Put your mind
- and your money at ease.
4.25%
18MONTH

4.65%
3 YEAR

CASHABLE
TERM DEPOSIT*

CONVERTIBLE ANYTIME
TERM DEPOSIT*

An excellent rate.
Cashable after 90 days.

A perfect balance
of rate and flexibility.

6.00%
5 YEAR
STEP-UP
TERM DEPOSIT*

Years 1 to 4: 4.5%; Year 5: 6.0%
Redeemable on anniversaries.

Don’t choose investments that will keep you awake nights. Instead, invest in these
and other great term deposits† from Island Savings and enjoy choice, flexibility and,
most of all, security*.
With Island Savings, you can also take comfort in dealing with people who know you.
People who greet you by name and show you just how much they appreciate your
business. Call or visit us today and see for yourself why we say, it’s good to be here.

* Each ‘Separate Deposit’ as defined by Regulations is guaranteed up to $100,000 by the Credit Union Insurance Corporation.
Interest rates subject to change without notice. †All term deposits shown here are RRSP-eligible.
BRENTWOOD 544-4041 CEDAR 722-7073 CHEMAINUS 246-3273

DOUGLAS & BROUGHTON 385-4728 DUNCAN 746-4171

LADYSMITH 245-0456 LAKE COWICHAN 749-6631 MAYFAIR MALL 385-4476 MILL BAY 743-5534 SALT SPRING 537-5587
SHAWNIGAN 743-5395

WEST SHORE 474-7262

WOODGROVE CENTRE 390-7070

www.ISCU.com

NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF BYLAW NO. 3469
- AMENDMENT TO HARTLAND LANDFILL
TIPPING FEE AND REGULATION BYLAW
The Board of the Capital Regional District gives notice that it intends to adopt Bylaw No.
3469, Hartland Landfill Tipping Fee and Regulation Bylaw No. 5, 2003, Amendment
Bylaw No. 5, 2007, at its meeting of Wednesday, October 10, 2007, in the Board Room
at 625 Fisgard Street, Victoria, BC.
The purpose of Bylaw No. 3469 is to:
• increase the tipping fee for general refuse to $90 per tonne
• increase the fees in the public bin area to $10 per vehicle plus the tipping fee
for the refuse
• increase the tipping fee for drywall to $200 per tonne
• increase the minimum fee for all waste, excluding recyclable waste, to $10
• accept out-of-region waste from the Cowichan Valley Regional District under
emergency conditions.
The fee increases will take effect January 2, 2008.
A copy of Bylaw No. 3469 may be inspected between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30
p.m., Monday to Friday inclusive, except statutory holidays, from the date of this Notice
until October 10, 2007 at the locations listed below:
• Public Notice Posting Place, Main Floor,625 Fisgard Street, Victoria, BC
• Hartland Landfill Administration Offices, Hartland Avenue, Victoria, BC
You may also view Bylaw No. 3469 on the Internet @
http://www.crd.bc.ca/bylaws/solidwastehartlandla_/
Select Bylaw No. 3469 from the list of bylaws.
Questions regarding Bylaw No. 3469 may be directed to Mr. John Craveiro, CRD
Environmental Services, 360-3164. Residents of the Gulf Islands and Port Renfrew may
call toll free 1-800-663-4425, local 3164.
Dated this 19th day of September, 2007
Carmen Thiel, Corporate Secretary

In a move to enforce its land use regulations regarding shortterm vacation rentals, the Salt Spring Island Local Trust
Committee has initiated legal proceedings against the owners of
Windrifters Cove on Scott Point Drive on Salt Spring Island. The
Local Trust Committee is seeking an injunction restraining the
property owners from marketing or renting the property for
commercial guest accommodation.
The move was supported by the Islands Trust Executive
Committee late in 2006, when it agreed to fund the costs of the
legal action. Islands Trust Bylaw Enforcement Officers spent the
summer collecting evidence regarding the use of the property.
That evidence suggests that both the entire main house and the
cottage on the property have been rented out to vacationers for
short-term stays between a few days and a few weeks since
approximately 2002 when the current owners bought the
property.
Both the current and previous zoning bylaws for Salt Spring
Island indicate that the property is in the Rural Zone, where
commercial guest accommodation use is not permitted.
‘The community has said time and again that
neighbourhoods should be for neighbours, and we want people
to be aware that we will enforce the community’s bylaw,’ said
Miles Drew, Islands Trust Bylaw Enforcement Officer.
The Writ and Statement of Claim were filed on September 12,
2007. Islands Trust legal counsel indicate the matter could be
resolved before the start of next summer’s tourist season.
In accordance with the Islands Trust policies regarding bylaw
investigations and enforcement, enforcement actions are
primarily triggered when the Islands Trust receives complaints
from community members that indicate that individuals or
corporations are not complying with the land use regulations
that have been adopted by their locally-elected representatives.
Efforts are then made to investigate complaints, educate
violators and obtain voluntary compliance with a community’s
bylaws. In most cases, violators have a variety of options,
including ceasing or amending their operations, or applying for
variances or required permits. Islands Trust staff estimate that
more than 90% of its bylaw investigation files are resolved before
legal action is required. Court action is only taken after other
avenues to achieve compliance have failed.
In 2006 the Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee
confirmed it would uphold long-standing Official Community
Plan policies and zoning regulations, which prohibit the use of
private homes in rural and residential zones for commercial
guest accommodation.
The bylaw does not affect legal bed and breakfasts, or legal
resorts, hotels and motels in commercial zones, all of which are
widely available on the island. People may also continue to rent
cottages as part of a bed and breakfast operation in most zones
and to rent their residential properties for periods longer than 30
days to one tenant for residential use. ✐
STEWARDSHIP from page 1
risks with those of the tenure holder’s harvesting rights.
However, the board found that since there are no effective
stewardship mechanisms in place for red-listed plant
communities in the CDF, the appraisal of those risks is
unreliable.
Government agencies have done some landscape-level
assessment of red-listed plant communities, are currently
mapping the CDF ecologically, and are progressing toward an
overall stewardship strategy. The board’s view is that a
stewardship strategy is needed soon—one that encompasses the
full range of red-listed plant communities and the habitats and
species they support.
In 2005, the Board recommended that no further logging
approvals should be awarded in the CDF until site assessments
for endangered plant communities were done. Subsequently,
BC Timber Sales stopped selling wood in the CDF. However,
‘Woodlot Harvesting and Red- listed Plant Communities in the
Coastal Douglas-fir Ecosystem of Vancouver Island’ shows that
the Ministry of Forests and Range continues to approve some
timber harvesting in the CDF without the recommended site
assessments.
The Forest Practices Board continues to maintain the intent
of the earlier recommendation—that effective planning should
consider the location and condition of red-listed plant
communities rather than assuming they can’t be avoided, or that
potential harvesting impacts can’t be lessened.
The Forest Practices Board is an independent watchdog for
sound forest and range practices, reporting its findings and
recommendations directly to the public and government. The
board: audits forest and range practices on public lands; audits
appropriateness of government enforcement; investigates public
complaints; undertakes special investigations of current forestry
issues; participates in administrative appeals; and makes
recommendations for improvement to practices and legislation.

Found Island Tides while visiting the coast? Want to keep reading?
It’s easy—just ‘click’. Read a newspaper that looks like a newspaper
on your desktop and visit our advertisers’ websites.
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AUTOMOTIVE

FOR RENT

Mention this ad &
get 10% off first
month’s rental.

Rent or Lease
Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Trucks
We will pick you up
from Ferries & Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788
GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL
TRANSMISSION SERVICE
✔Road test by qualified
technician
✔Cleanand inspect
transmission pan
✔40-point driveline
safety check

only

39
for cars

$

.95
*

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)

* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

MEETINGS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of School
Trustees will be held at the Saturna
Island School on Wednesday, Oct 10
commencing at 1pm. To view the
agenda for this meeting, please refer to
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html.
Public Welcome!

ISLAND EXPLORER
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230
Southern Gulf
House & Cottage Rentals
Now is the time to list that long
term property rental with us!
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

CE VAESE
ANROOFING
Ltd.

N

Monthly Rentals
from $525

L

GSA Auto Rentals

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES
250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028
Fax 250-383-2198

STANDING SEAM
METAL ROOFING
FOR WATER
COLLECTION SYSTEMS

MOVED
HOMES

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

ARROW
PAINTING

40+ buildings
available
www.nickelbros.com

Well Drillers

Residential &
Commercial
Interior & Exterior

1-866-606-2237

539-5252 or
250-478-6937

Bruce Atherton

250-883-5453

ALSO

FOR SALE
OdorBeGone septic vent air cleaner.
Removes sewer gas coming from
vent stack. Filter lasts 4-5 years,
Canadian company. $79 includes
taxes. 250-373-2272, 539-2550,
www.odorbegone.ca
Chainharrow, compact manure
spreader, 3-point hitch mower. 250539-3160

HELP WANTED
Carpenter wanted. Experience in
manufacturing windows, doors,
stairs, etc. needed. Some site work
in fitting components also
involved. Possibility of cottage
accommodation being provided for
the right applicant. Phone George
Grams on 250-537-5439 or email
g@inveresk.net

FREE
SCRAP CAR
REMOVAL
Gulf Islands
Victoria • Sooke
Sidney • Duncan

1-250-744-6842

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

ALLIANCE DRILLING

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for
Sundecks Garage Decks
and Roofdecks
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

  or
    

• Residential and
commercial well drilling
• Well pump and water
treatment systems
• BC Licenced Driller
since 1994
• FREE on-site consultation
• Hydro fracturing to
improve low yield wells
1 866 834 1600 / 250 391 6107
www.alliancedrilling.ca

COMPLETE WATER
WELL SERVICES

Workmanship guaranteed
Quality painting for
over 27 years
BBB & WCB Insured

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-877-652-0599
Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

Servicing the Gulf Islands

www.flynn.ca

Serving All The
Southern
Gulf Islands

Docside Charters

250-217-4488

Waterworks
Bulk Water Delivery Ltd

• 3000gals Drinking Water •

Tank Filling, Cleaning,
Sales & Rentals
Pool Filling

MARINE
WATER TAXI

Environmentally friendly
products

ISLAND
MARINE
CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES
Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile
Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

CRD Health Approved

250-474-7912

CALL FOR ENTRY
Call For Entry. Exhibitors and
artisans — 30th Annual Creative
Craft Fairs is accepting applications.
A four day event, held in Victoria,
Nov 9–12, 2007. Apply online and
info at www.creativecraftfairs.com.
Or call Deanna for inquiries 250-6580971

LONGTERM, BUDGET-WORTHY ADS DO THE TRICK! 629-3660

Through the Looking Glass with Jim Flaherty: On The Political Art of Doing Nothing
Murray Dobbin

This telling article appeared first on September 27 in ‘The Tyee’ online newspaper, visit it at thetyee.ca.
ederal Finance Minister Jim Flaherty has said repeatedly
Reporter: It sounds to me like your economic policy is—
correct me if I’m wrong—is to get out of the way of the economy
in recent weeks that the Canadian economy is ‘the
strongest it has been in a generation.’ His obvious pride in so it can just get on its way doing what it does best. Again, I don’t
this situation prompted the following interview with the Minister wish to sound flippant, but unless I have missed something your
to explore the government’s policies that led to this development. policy sounds a lot like doing nothing at all.
Flaherty: That’s a very simplistic interpretation of what I
Reporter: Mr Flaherty, you stated recently that the
have been saying and certainly doesn’t give credit where credit is
economy is the strongest it has been in a generation. Could you
describe for Canadians the set of economic policies that have led due. Getting out of the way of the market—or ‘doing nothing’ as
you so glibly describe it—is not easy. There’s nothing like it in the
to this extraordinary situation?
history of government.
Flaherty: Certainly, I would be happy to. Our New
Reporter: Pardon me for being so obtuse, Mr Minister, but
Government—that is the New Government of the New Prime
Minister, Stephen Harper—has taken the view that the economy given what you have said so far our readers might conclude that
the best way to keep the economy chugging along is to simply get
is best directed by the market itself and that government—new
rid of the government altogether. I mean, if doing nothing is your
or otherwise—should just keep its hands off.
economic policy, why do we need a finance department and
Reporter: So let me get this straight so Canadians can get it
other departments at all. There are thousands of employees in
straight, too. You are saying that this unprecedented situation
these departments—all apparently dedicated to doing nothing.
comes to us from the marketplace, left alone by your new
How many people do you need to effectively do nothing?
government to do its magic.
Flaherty: That depends. And let me say that your questions
Flaherty: Absolutely, dead on. You’ve understood me
betray a shocking misunderstanding of how government works.
completely.
Reporter: Don’t you mean how government doesn’t work?
Reporter: Perhaps you could elaborate just a little on just
Flaherty: Same thing.
which policies you have followed that have ensured that
Reporter: Let me try another tack as we don’t seem to be
government does nothing to interfere in the marketplace. That is
getting anywhere or, as you might prefer, we’re getting nowhere.
to say, which policies is your new government pursing that will
It seems to me that from what you have said, any political party
ensure you have no policies which will interfere in the economy
could accomplish robust economic growth by doing nothing.
running itself?
After all, doing nothing requires no particular set of skills, no
Flaherty: Well, it’s pretty complicated, I am not sure you
experience, no complex vision of what you want to accomplish.
would understand. Our position is that people—including
Playing the devil’s advocate for a second, one could argue that a
reporters—should just be happy with the situation and not ask
too many questions.
class of Grade 3 students might be the best bet for running the
Reporter: I am willing to give it a try, Mr Minister. We’ve
economy.
been covering economic policy and budgets for a long time.
Flaherty: Nothing could be further from the truth. Doing
Frankly it doesn’t sound that complicated if your basic economic nothing in government is actually one of the most complex
policy is to make sure none of your policies have an effect on the
undertakings imaginable. Doing nothing—of course we prefer to
economy.
say ‘getting out of the way’—and at the same time getting kudos
Flaherty: I can understand why it appears simple. When
for good results is a tricky business. In fact, it’s nothing short of
things work well, of course it looks easy. Take your professional
magic.
athlete for example. They make it all look easy—Tiger Woods
Reporter: I would like an illustration—you know, paint a
makes a drive from the tee look easy but it involves all sorts of
picture for our readers.
extremely complicated moves, concentration, follow-through,
Flaherty: Sure. For example, in the finance department and
the right stance, confidence. But you don’t see all those things—
the industry department—not to mention agriculture and
you just see the results. It’s the same with the booming economy regional development and fisheries departments—there are
being cleverly guided by our New Government. You see the
many very smart people who want to do something. It’s not for
wonderful results but not the complex set of manoeuvres and
nothing they work so hard. So we need a lot other people—just as
nuances behind it.
smart or preferably even smarter—who must counter this quaint

F

but destructive imperative to do something. It’s a constant battle.
I know it is counter-intuitive, but Doing Nothing requires
focused, relentless action.
Reporter: Give me some examples from the so-called real
economy.
Flaherty: That’s easy. Take the loss of auto industry jobs.
Doing nothing in this situation is extremely difficult. People
actually expect governments to do something when thousands of
jobs just disappear over night. That’s partly due to departmental
names like ‘industrial development’ which imply that we are
going to develop something. That, of course, would mean getting
in the way. Then there is the sell off of all those corporate icons—
Stelco, Noranda, Fairmont Hotels, the Hudson’s Bay Company.
People get very emotional about these corporations being bought
up like so many raw logs. We’re working on reframing the names
of the relevant departments to begin changing the political
culture. It’s not easy. We’ve focus-grouped ‘Economic
Development—Not’ we’ve tried ‘Industrial Abandonment
Department.’ The results haven’t been what we hoped. Same
with words like desist, discontinue, abdicate, surrender,
relinquish. People just aren’t there yet.
Reporter: But your goal as a government is to do nothing.
Flaherty: That’s our long term goal. Our short term goal is to
do as little as possible.
Reporter: How would you say that’s going—or not going?
Flaherty: I think we’re doing—or doing not—very well.
Reporter: Thank you, Minister.
Flaherty: De nada. ✐
TILMA from page 1
intent of either making changes to the agreement to more
specifically address local government concerns, exempt local
governments from the agreement, or request that the Province
withdraw from the agreement altogether.’

Decision Applauded
The Council of Canadians, which opposes TILMA, were quick to
congratulate the UBCM on their ‘strong stand.’ BC spokesperson
Carleen Pickard noted, ‘The UBCM’s vote, along with the
rejection of TILMA by Saskatchewan and Manitoba, will weaken
the case for TILMA in Ontario and Québec, where provincial
governments are considering this deal.’ The vote was also
applauded by the Web-based ‘stopTILMA coalition,’ who have
been working for over a year to inform local governments about
problems with the agreement. On the other hand, TILMA has
been strongly supported by Premier Campbell.✐

ISLAND TIDES, Oct 4, 2007, Page 12

PoP Forum on Pender ~ Barry Mathias
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conveyances on our roads. Maps and
photographic displays helped to clarify the
ideas, which included the introduction of Car
Stops‚ (instead of bus stops); a by-pass of
Einar’s Hill; providing a safer roadway from
Scarff Road, and a new path from Browning
Marina to the Driftwood shopping centre.
At 1:30pm Todd Litman from the Victoria
Transportation Policy Institute spoke to an
interested audience about the need to review

the parade sang its way through the stalls to the
hall. Outside, an electric car, a converted
automobile that ran on cooking oil, and a
bicycle repair demonstration drew a lot of
interest. Meanwhile, upstairs, the members of
PoP, together with Parks Canada, and Pender
Islands Conservancy Association (PICA) were
busy explaining their ideas for improving the
safety of walkers, cyclists and non-motorized

the way we use our roads and our
transportation. A lively question and answer
session followed.
Recently, a Transportation Advisory Planning
Commission (TAPC) has been formed, and it is
the hope that some much needed changes on
Pender roads will result. The next meeting of PoP
will be Saturday, October 13 at 10am at the #1
Fire Hall. All welcome. ✐

Carbon neutral Saturday night
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The meeting of US VicePresident Al Gore and David
Susuki
on Saturday,
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The Paths on Pender Committee (PoP), began
its forum, Reinventing the Wheel, on Saturday,
September 22 at 12.30pm, with a parade from
the Library car park to the Community Hall.
More than sixty adults and children in
costumes, with decorated prams, bikes and
strollers followed a large wheel, and were
preceded by a police car driven by Constable
Mike Holmes of Mayne Island.
The farmers’ market was still in progress as
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Accommodation
& Attractions
Vancouver Island &
Around the Georgia
Strait (plus the Pacific!)

That ‘Little’
Coffee Place
Historic Duncan
Canada Ave

opposite our heritage
train station

250-746-5233
CAMPGROUND
In the filtered sunlight of an old
forest o min walk via Mouat Park
trails to Ganges or  min drive
Visa Mastercard AmEx

 Rainbow Rd

Salt Spring Island

250-537-4346

gardenfaire@saltspring.com
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MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units
"# 4RANSMISSION #ORPORATION IS THE #ROWN CORPORATION
THAT PLANS OPERATES AND MAINTAINS THE PROVINCES
PUBLICLY OWNED ELECTRICAL TRANSMISSION SYSTEM
78I8%,"(,

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

September 29, was a carbonneutral event through a
partnership between the
David Suzuki Foundation and
Planetair.ca, a provider of
Gold Standard offsets. All
major emission sources—
including electricity and
natural gas used in the venue,
air travel, and vehicle use—
were compensated through
carbon offsets.
At the event, Gore and
Suzuki, two of the world’s top

environmentalists,
were
giving presentations on
climate change. ‘To solve the
problem of climate change, we
all need to look at our
individual carbon footprints
and make continued efforts to
reduce
them wherever
possible. Going carbonneutral by purchasing highquality carbon offsets is a
practical and affordable way to
reduce our climate impact,’ Dr
Suzuki said. ✐

Rural Communities not getting
their share, says James
‘It is high time that rural communities left behind by Gordon
Campbell got their fair share of BC’s prosperity,’ Carole James
said in her annual address to the Union of BC Municipalities.
‘The rural areas of our province produce the wealth. And they
should be getting a fairer share of BC’s prosperity,’ said James.
While living and working in northern BC, James said she saw
first-hand how hard-working British Columbians in rural
communities provided the province’s wealth. ‘Throughout rural
BC, the impacts of Gordon Campbell’s broken promises are
clear. Mills are closing and raw logs are leaving, ferry fares are
skyrocketing, schools are shutting down, and health care is
getting worse and what there is, is farther away than ever,’ she
commented.
James noted that the pine beetle epidemic is an
unprecedented natural, economic and social disaster that is
threatening communities and thousands of jobs throughout
rural BC. ‘It’s long past time that Gordon Campbell declared the
pine beetle epidemic a natural disaster so that we can leverage
more federal assistance,’ said James, ‘When the trees in Stanley
Park blew over we needed traffic cops to coordinate the ministers
showing up to hand over cheques. Stanley Park is a jewel. But in
rural BC there are enough dead pine trees to fill 33,000 Stanley
Parks, and all we see are government ministers running for
cover.’
James also called for softwood lumber taxes collected at the
border to be returned to resource communities. ✐

