
Gulf Islands will soon join modern grid 
Sara Miles
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Zucchini Racers at the Galiano Community Picnic in September. 

BC Hydro plans to finish the smart meter
installation by the end of this year. To date, just
over 1,640,000 meters have been installed in
BC. The total customer base is almost 
1.9 million. Installation dates for the Gulf
Islands, the last deployment area, will be
announced shortly via customer letters and
advertisements. 
Smart meters are one part of BC Hydro’s

‘grid modernization program’, designed to
replace aging and antiquated infrastructure.
The plan to use wireless smart meters has not
been popular with some, but BC Hydro reports
that ‘the vast majority of customers–96%–
have accepted them.’ 
As with any type of ‘progress,’ there is

considerable debate. Some groups, such as
Citizens for Safe Technology, are opposing the
installation, citing health reasons and their
right to be free from wireless technologies. The
BC Privacy Commissioner found several areas
where BC Hydro could make improvements in
its management of confidential customer
information. BC Hydro’s mandate to use
wireless, instead of wired meters, has been
challenged, too. 
The Right to Refuse Wireless
Citizens for Safe Technology is proceeding with
a class action, advocating through the BC
Human Rights Tribunal for the rights of those
diagnosed with electromagnetic
hypersensitivity (EHS) to not have wireless
technologies at their homes. 
Una St Clair, founder of Citizens for Safe

Technology (CST), is diagnosed with EHS. She
lives away from the city in a ‘wired’ home–none
of her connections are wireless. St Clair
attributes her illness to overexposure; she and
her husband were early cellular phone
adopters who had a cellphone company in the
1980s. She now experiences dizziness,
headaches, racing or irregular heart beat,
insomnia and anxiety when exposed to certain
radiofrequencies such as WiFi.
The BC Human Rights Tribunal, ruling on

CST’s complaint against BC Hydro, found it
was too ‘broad.’ The Tribunal ruled that the
class, as it was framed, could apply to any
person with a medical condition, diagnosed or
undiagnosed. If CSTrefines the class to include
only those persons ‘allegedly diagnosed with
EHS and who have been advised to avoid
exposure to wireless technology’, the Tribunal
will consider the complaint appropriate. St
Clair said she was not surprised by this, but ‘we
were trying to protect everybody. We will just
be focusing on people with EHSnow.’ 
BC Hydro says it will work with customers

to address their concerns about potential
impacts of wireless meters. It says meters can
be moved away from the house (at the
customer’s expense), and installation can be
delayed. Cindy Verschoor, Communications
Manager for BC Hydro’s Smart Metering
Program, is ‘confident’ that the meters do not
transmit 24/7. ‘There is a lot of misinformation
out there,’ said Verschoor. ‘Unless you are

SMART GRID, please turn to page 4

Green candidate for Vic federal by-election?
University of Victoria law professor Donald
Galloway announced in September that he will
seek the Green Party of Canada candidacy for
the forthcoming by-election in the federal
riding of Victoria. Galloway is an outspoken
advocate of refugee and immigrant rights in
Canada and has worked as a professor of law
for over 20 years in Victoria.
The by-election in Victoria will be called

within six months by Prime Minister Harper,
due to the resignation of former Member of
Parliament Denise Savoie on August 31, with
Savoie citing health reasons for her resignation. 
The riding has been held by the NDPfor the

past five years and by the Liberals for 13 years

before that. In the 2011 Canadian General
Election, the Green candidate garnered 11.6%
of the riding’s vote, or about 7,000 votes.
‘This by-election is about one thing and one

thing only–how can we best hold this
government to account? Its policies ignore
scientific evidence, in Parliament they scoff at
the democratic process, and their planning for
the future does not look beyond the next
election,’ stated Galloway. ‘We need a strong
voice in Parliament that will transcend the
petty bickering which characterizes so much of
the opposition parties’ input. We need a voice
that will speak up for truth, for democracy and

Thinking of burning? Think again. Category 2
open fires and fireworks are prohibited within
the Coastal Fire Centre area until October 15, or
until the prohibition is rescinded. 
The prohibition applies to the burning of any

waste, slash or other material piled smaller than
2m high and 3m wide, the burning of stubble or
grass over an area less than 2,000 sq metres,
and the use of any fireworks or burning barrels. 
The Coastal Fire Centre covers the entire

area west of the Coast Mountain range from the
US/Canada border at Manning Park to the
northern border of South Tweedsmuir Park, the
Lower Mainland, Sunshine Coast, Vancouver
Island, Gulf Islands and Haida Gwaii. 
Warm, dry fall conditions continue to dry

forest fuels. Recent blazes in Saanich,
Shawnigan Lake, and on Saturna and Galiano

demonstrate the need for extreme caution. 
Campfires are permitted, up to 1/2-metre-

high by 1/2-metre-wide, as are cooking stoves
using gas, propane or briquettes. Maintain a
fireguard by removing debris from the campfire
area and keep a hand tool and water available
nearby to put it out. 
Category 3 open burning for resource

management is allowed. Anyone conducting an
open burn must first obtain a burn registration
number by calling 1.888.797.1717. 
The prohibition covers BC Parks, Crown and

private lands, but does not apply within the
boundaries of local governments that have
forest-fire prevention bylaws and are serviced
by a fire department. Please check with civic
authorities for any restrictions before lighting a
fire. More info at: www.bcwildfire.ca. 0

Fire ban extends into October
VIC BY-ELECTION, please turn to page 3
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On September 1, family and friends paid a final tribute to
Marjorie Bailey in a moving ceremony at St Peter’s Anglican
Church on North Pender Island. Five years earlier Marjorie
herself had drafted the format of this service, thoughtfully
selecting the hymns and readings. At that time she had no idea
that the Church of the Good Shepherd, her chosen place of
worship, would be closed down, but she had nevertheless
written in her notes, with characteristic thoughtfulness and
consideration for others, that ‘St Peter’s would be more
convenient as people may come from Sidney and it saves
travel’. She also would have had no inkling that well over 100
people would attend.
Marjorie was born in Armstrong, BC, on June 13, 1911. Early

in the 1920s, the Bailey family moved to Vancouver, where
Marjorie completed her high school education. She went on to
the University of Manitoba, achieving her bachelor’s degree in
home economics, and then returned to
Vancouver to pursue a teaching career. 
Marjorie’s father had died when she was

only eight years old, and so when she
returned home from university she took on
the responsibility of looking after her
widowed mother. Peter Bailey, Marjorie’s
nephew, told us at her Memorial Service
that he believes she turned down five offers
of marriage partly because she needed to
look after her mother, but also because she
would not have been allowed to continue
her teaching career as a married woman!
In the autumn of 1961, Marjorie

purchased property on South Pender
Island. She continued her teaching career,
spending holidays on Pender where she
was immediately drafted into helping with
the Fall Fair: ‘In 1962, I judged almost every
category of exhibits, everything except fruit
and vegetables!’ She continued taking part in the Fall Fair for
more than 20 years, as judge or convenor. In her late 80s and
early 90s, she was also asked to be a judge at the Mayne Island
Fall Fair. Always small in stature, she diminished over the
years, and she told (with that characteristic twinkle in her eye)
how her water taxi chauffeurs had to lift her up bodily to settle
her in the boat for the crossing to Mayne.
In the spring of 1972, Marjorie retired from her active

teaching career. Her presence in the classroom had clearly been
inspirational and she maintained contact and friendship with
many of her students. In retirement, she plunged into
community life with energy, enthusiasm and effectiveness
(creating a large and beautiful garden in her spare time).
Marjorie had many gifts, one of them being the ability to assess
a need and to find a way of filling it. She was neither bossy nor
opinionated but quietly confident and determined. 
For Marjorie, reading was the breath of life, and she was

horrified to discover there was no library in her new home. Not
one to moan, she set about rectifying the situation. She gathered
a small group of individuals to establish the ‘Pender Lender’. It
opened its doors in December 1973, in the backroom of the
Pender United Church. She served as Library president during
the crucial early years, securing the library’s first permanent
home in the old school’s annex when the Penders’ new School
and Community Centre was built in 1977. Her legacy continues
as the Pender Library grows and expands to this day. 
Of course, it would be no surprise to hear that Marjorie was

keenly involved with the Library garden and was a volunteer
worker for years, rain or shine, with complete disregard for the
pain in her joints. One memorable winter’s day, Pender
Islanders awoke to deep snow and icy conditions. Marjorie
telephoned the Library to say she might be late getting there
for her shift. ‘No problem, Marjorie, we can manage, you stay
home and keep warm,’ was the reply. Half an hour later
Marjorie drove up, having dug herself out of her driveway and
through the mound left by the snowplow.

Soon after moving to Pender, Marjorie also became
secretary of the Pender Post Society, and subsequently she
served as vice-president, president, and off-island subscription
chair.
As a devoted member of the Anglican Church, Marjorie

served with the Women’s Guild (ACW) and worked with other
parishioners to design and create both the Memorial Garden
at the Church of the Good Shepherd on South Pender and the
walkway garden at St Peter’s on North Pender, as well as
supporting every Parish activity and endeavour with both her
shared wisdom and her physical effort and example. 
She was also a member of the Farmer’s Institute and its

offshoot, the Flower Growers Group, later to become the
Garden Club, of which she was president and for many years
an executive member. She also served on the Pender Island
Recycling Society Executive, and was a founder of the Floral

Art Group. In 1995, she was
nominated for the Order of British
Columbia.
Gardening was a passion for

Marjorie. In 1989, at age 78, she
realized an especially challenging
dream by completing the Master
Gardener program at Van Dusen
Botanical Gardens in Vancouver. To
do so, she and a friend travelled to
Vancouver and stayed overnight for
nine weeks through the winter
months. Both passed the final exam
with flying colours. This was typical
of the young-at-heart Marjorie who
had a first-class brain and a never-
flagging desire to continue learning
throughout her 101 years.
In 1997, Marjorie moved to North

Pender. Her new home was smaller
and the property was steep and rocky. Undaunted, she created
and maintained vegetable and flower gardens, installed
irrigation systems using captured rain water, and produced
plants and vegetables to share. In her early 90s, concerned
about the changing climate, she decided to design and create a
new bed of Mediterranean plants, carefully chosen to be hardy
and drought- and deer-tolerant. Countless Islanders’ gardens
have benefited from her skill as a plant propagator. In 2005,
she gave a presentation to the Garden Club entitled
‘Multiplication can be fun! Plant Propagation.’ Many attendees
said it was one of the clearest and most interesting
presentations they had attended. Marjorie was a young 93 at
the time.
In 2006, Marjorie felt the time had come to leave Pender

Island. Always independent, in control of her own life and
destiny, she found an apartment at Norgarden in Sidney, put
her house on the market, held a big garage sale, sold up and
moved. She was 95. Her new home was charming, and she
welcomed friends any time of the day. You would be greeted
and cherished, and always her first question was about you,
your family, and your doings–the answers to which she
remembered. Still needing to be useful and to contribute to her
new community, it was not long before Marjorie, now 96,
assessed another need and filled it. She founded ‘The
Norgarden Knitters’. Each Friday morning a group of elderly
ladies met under Marjorie’s guidance and each, in her own way,
contributed knitted or other hand-crafted items to be donated
to charity. This was amazingly successful, filling a social need
among the residents of Norgarden as well as helping a good
cause.
This diminutive woman shone. Throughout her very long

life, she shone with deep and abiding love for her family, for
her countless friends, young and old, and for her community.
She shone with energy, compassion, humour and effort.
I am a better person for having known her. I believe we all

are. —Patricia Callendar
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Elizabeth May, Member of Parliament, Saanich–Gulf Islands
9711 Fourth St. Sidney BC V8L 2Y8 Tel: 250-657-2000 | Elizabeth.May@parl.gc.ca

Constituency office open to serve you: 
conscientious, caring, non-partisan service

Constituency office open 
for public service 

10am–4pm, Tuesday–Friday
www.elizabethmaymp.ca

Elizabeth May, O.C., 
M.P., Saanich-Gulf Islands

“
”

As your Member of Parliament, I am proud
to be your voice in Ottawa, and I am happy to
assist you with federal issues affecting your life. 
Please contact me if I can be of service. 

MARJORIE BAILEY  1911–2012



for our future.’
The Victoria by-election is considered to be particularly

important for the federal Greens, as it is adjacent to the riding
of Saanich-Gulf Islands where party leader Elizabeth May was
elected in 2011. It is considered to be one of the most
environmentally-conscious ridings in Canada. Victoria is the
base of numerous environmental organizations and other not-
for-profit societies, and has many socially progressive,
conservation-minded voters. 
‘Doubling the Green Party’s caucus will be a much bigger

change in the political dynamics of Canada than just sending
another Liberal, NDP or Conservative to Parliament,’ stated
federal Green Party leader Elizabeth May, who has worked with
Galloway for over 30 years. ‘The momentum that will be
generated by electing a second Green MPwill set in motion the
formation of a growing Green political force in Canada, similar
to parliaments in Europe and around the world where there is
greater environmental progress. It will also improve the culture
in Parliament and create a healthier democracy–in a nation that
greatly needs more democracy right now. We are excited that
such a hard-working, intelligent, and eloquent nominee as
Donald Galloway is stepping forward as a candidate in this
riding.’
‘Having Donald in Parliament along with Elizabeth will be

an important change in the dynamics of Canadian politics, as
two Green voices would then make democracy, climate change,
and sustainability central to the political debates in this country,’
stated Dr Andrew Weaver, renowned Uvic climate scientist, and

candidate for the BC Green Party in the 2013 provincial election
(see article, page 9).
Donald Galloway was born in Scotland, and was educated

at Edinburgh University where he studied Law and Philosophy.
He was then awarded a full scholarship to pursue graduate
studies at Harvard Law School. In 1975, he immigrated to
Canada and was appointed as an Assistant Professor of Law at
Queen’s University in Kingston. He moved to BC in 1989 and
was a Visiting Professor at UVic for two years, before being
appointed as Professor of Law.
In 1998, he was appointed to the Immigration and Refugee

Board of Canada and served as a member for three years before
returning to teaching. He has been the recipient of the Bora
Laskin National Fellowship in Human Rights Research and has
authored and co-authored two text books on immigration law.
He teaches Immigration and Citizenship Law and Tort Law. For
two years he served as Southern Director of the Akitsiraq Law
School, a program of legal studies run by the University of
Victoria in Iqaluit, Nunavut. He was the founding President of
the Canadian Association of Refugee and Forced Migration
Studies and is currently a member of the executive of the
Canadian Association of Refugee Lawyers.
Donald is married and has a twelve-year-old daughter. 0
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On September 14, about 200 scientists and concerned citizens rallied at the federal government building in downtown Victoria to protest the federal Conservatives’ assault on
scientific research, environmental monitoring, information dissemination, and informed decision-making in Canada. Rally organizer Ken Wu says he expects the political momentum
against the Prime Minister’s cuts to scientific programs and institutions will continue to grow. 

VIC BY-ELECTION from page 1

Taseko Mines Ltd has submitted a new Environmental
Impact Statement for its proposed copper/gold mine
some 125km southwest of Williams Lake, BC. This latest

EISwill be considered by a new federal/provincial Joint Review
Panel. 
In January 2010, Taseko’s original proposal was approved

by BC’s Environment Ministry, which stated that the economic
benefit of the mine far outweighed any negative environmental
impacts it might have. These impacts mainly concerned Fish
Lake, which Taseko proposed using for a tailings dump. The
local Tsilqot’in First Nation knew the lake as Teztan Biny and
valued it as a consistent source of fish.
After a separate environmental assessment, the federal

government rejected the Taseko proposal in November 2010,
but in November 2011 agreed to form a Joint Review Panel to
hear a revised proposal from Taseko. (It is said to be unusual
for a project to be granted a second chance at an environmental
review.)
In May 2012, Taseko requested that the government limit

representations from First Nations, but this idea was rejected.

In July 2012, Taseko submitted an updated version of the EIS
which proposed moving the tailings dump two kilometers
upstream of Fish Lake, but the government rejected it, saying it
was incomplete and did not address all the deficiencies in the
previous submission.
On September 19, 2012, Taseko submitted  a completed and

revised EIS, renaming the project ‘New Prosperity’. The Review
Panel now appears to be moving ahead, having invited public
comment on Draft Hearing Procedures, and applications for
Interested Party Status.
At the same time, local First Nations and environmental

groups expressed concern that the BC provincial government
had given Taseko permission to proceed with roads, test pits,
and drill holes; these are exempt from provincial environmental
assessment.
Meanwhile, the stock market commentary ‘Mining Watch’

flagged ‘significant risks’ concerning Taseko share prices. In
addition to concerns about First Nations opposition and doubts
about political support, it commented, ‘New Prosperity capital
and operating cost estimates do not include key factors that will
affect the economic viability of the project and share price
volatility is likely to continue.’ 
According to ‘Mining Watch’, the Canada Pension Plan holds

1.4 million Taseko shares, worth approximately $4.1 million. 0

Taseko’s ‘New’ Prosperity
Patrick Brown



Opposing Proposed Mine Near Tofino 
Dear Editor:
The Tla-o-qui-aht First Nations leadership would like to
publically state that we adamantly oppose, and will continue to
oppose, any future proposed gold mine operations, by Imperial
Metals or others, within Eelseuklis/Onadsilth, otherwise known
as the Fandora property in Tranquil Inlet, in the Tofino area. 
Our Tla-o-qui-aht representatives have presented written

documents to the proponent and the British Columbia
government clearly indicating our opposition to this project.
Our Tribal Parks Guardians have even escorted Imperial Metals
staff from the site. The impacts
associated with gold mining, its
destructive resource extraction
techniques, with its usage of
heavy metals, creates massive
environmental harm that we
will not allow in our Tla-o-qui-
aht Chiefs Territories. 
These lands and resources

hold significant cultural and
spiritual importance to our Tla-
o-qui-aht Chiefs and Peoples,
and it is our collective
responsibility to continue our
Traditional ways for future
generations to come. 
We, the Tla-o-qui-aht

Peoples, want all of Canada and
the rest of the world to know
that we are deeply offended by
the position taken and
statement made by the Ministry
of Energy and Mines that our Aboriginal claims to the ‘so-called’
Fandora property is labeled low to moderate. 
Our spiritual connection to Eelseuklis/Onadsilth is through

a strength and power of nature that cannot be defined in the
English language. Nor can any Canadian or foreign government
attempt to define our Tla-o-qui-aht roles and responsibilities
through their own perspectives, languages, historical reports or
research findings. 
Our Tla-o-qui-aht Tribal Parks approach on resource

management is a revitalized Traditional approach combining
and applying spiritual, social, economic and environmental
stewardship in a healthy modern context. A gold mine would
lead to catastrophic impacts on our fisheries and ecosystem and
is not consistent with our Tla-o-qui-aht fishery strategy to
rebuild fish habitat stocks in the region. 
If we allow for industrial mining in the Tofino area, or

anywhere within our Tla-o-qui-aht Chiefs Territories, there is
no turning back. Once completed, the disturbances associated
with these types of activities, despite all efforts, cannot then
restore our ecosystem back to its original, pristine state. 
Our Tla-o-qui-aht Peoples have vested rights and interests

in the land and resources and aspirations to continue to pursue
sustainable living conditions, for example through the Nuu-
chah-nulth fishery court case, seafood gathering and
ecotourism. Imperial Metals’ proposed gold mine at the
Fandora site would have massive negative impacts on our Nuu-
chah-nulth ways and our attempts to ensure the well being of
our Tla-o-qui-aht Peoples and our environment. 

Terry Dorward Seit-cha, 
Project Manager of Tla-o-qui-aht Tribal Parks, Tofino

Higher Taxes Our Last Gasp
Dear Editor:
BC mayors are asking the government to spend money collected
from the carbon tax on ‘green’ projects. A great idea, but I would
go further by asking for even higher carbon taxes. ‘Wow,’ you
say, ‘higher taxes—great!’
I do realize that most people think that taxes are bad–and

higher taxes worse. If that is your opinion, please hear me out.
Even as dead bodies piled up in city streets, pre-industrial

Europeans did not know the cause or solution to horrific
epidemics that killed millions and destroyed the quality of life

in many cities. As a result, pit toilets
continued to be built close to
drinking water wells—a really bad
idea. 
But a scientist, Louis Pasteur,

used a microscope to show that
deadly and unseen bacteria existed
in water that looked clean. As a
result, local governments
established a water tax to fund the
disinfection of drinking water. As a
result, people lived, the economy
prospered and cities thrived–and a
great environmental and human
crisis was stopped.
After that experience, we now

know that we should not pee into
our drinking water. And in the
same manner, we now need to stop
peeing carbon dioxide into the air
as quickly as possible in order to
prevent our climate, and our kids’

future, from being destroyed.
A water tax was used in Europe to provide healthy drinking

water, in spite of opposition from property owners. High carbon
taxes are needed now to provide clean air, in spite of the
constant messaging in the media that taxes are always bad. We
must prevent the breakdown of our climate to allow our
economy to thrive–just like providing clean drinking water did
for those European cities. 
Our supply of air is limited–if the earth was an onion, the

atmosphere would be as thin as the last layer of skin. So we must
not pollute our air; instead, we must phase out the burning of
fossil fuels. A carbon tax is the simplest way to achieve this.
A carbon tax could be given back to individuals at year end,

like a dividend. Or it could be spent on green projects to clean
our air. Either way, it will encourage consumers to buy products
using the least amount of oil or gas, because those products will
be cheaper. 
In BC, we have a small carbon tax. But we need a more

comprehensive and larger carbon tax on all types of fossil fuels,
at all points in the economy, and by all levels of government:
federal, provincial and municipal. 
Let your politicians know that you favour high carbon taxes.

And if your neighbours or friends say you are nuts, tell them the
story about those early Europeans who stopped dying when
they started paying a water tax needed to disinfect their drinking
water.
You can contact individual politicians or the provincial

finance committee which is asking for public input about a
carbon tax in BC–see www.betterfuturefund.ca/about.

Peter Nix, Maple Bay 0
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www.watertiger.net 

Your Total 
Water Solution 

Gulf Islands Water Treatment 

Bacteria, Arsenic, Turbidity, Tannins-TOC, Hardness, much more! 
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~ Rainwater Harvesting
~ Water treatment for wells,

surface supplies & seawater
~ Filtration & Disinfection
~ Slow sand filtration
~ Small systems Health

Authority approvals

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands
Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

On September 18th, 25 people from Saturna, Mayne, Galiano
and Pender, along with staff from Victoria, came together to
consider a year round economy to enhance the well being of all
island residents. 
Whether this involves local agriculture, lower emissions, younger
fire department volunteers, artists and artisans, cottage industry,
inter-island transportation, or any other outcome, the decisions
depend on all of us. 
The folks who came together this September answered prior ads
calling for interest. This ad is to let everyone on all the Gulf
Islands know that the initiative is underway and we are looking
for feedback to help us chart a course that benefits all. 
One of the key areas that might be of interest is building a
platform that lets anyone express their own creativity and realize
some personal gratification or economic gain thereby. If we can
inventory all the talent we have on our islands we could move
the world. 
Please send your ideas to the EDC Commissioners:
Galiano – Michael Hoebel, mhoebel@telus.net
Mayne – Richard De Armond, richard@nomadicroutes.com
Pender – Walter Kohli, gm@poetscove.com
Saturna – John Simpson, jsimpson@genesisgroup.ca
EDC Advisory:
Galiano – Justin Stephenson, cjstephenson@rogers.blackberry.net
Mayne - Brian Crumblehulme, bcrumblehulme@islandstrust.bc.ca
Pender – Shahid Hussain, shahid_hussain@telus.net
Saturna – Richard Blagborne, richard@richardblagborne.com
All the best, 
David Howe, SGI Regional Director

Southern Gulf Islands
Economic Development Commission

For years we have beeen wondering which birds were taking
the grapes that grow on our deck pergola.  Now we know–
the grapes were late this year, but we managed to grab a few
almost-ripe bunches before taking this picture. 

Elva Kellington, Salt Spring Island

using the right equipment, it’s hard to tell what you are
measuring.’ Radiofrequency bands can be isolated for testing,
but with the wrong device, one could be measuring hundreds
of sources.
The debate remains: do citizens have the right to refuse

wireless technologies? And on what grounds?
Wireless Signals & Cancer

There is still controversy over the health impacts of wireless
signals. The ‘Interphone Study’ appears to be the most
comprehensive study on the link between cellphone use and
cancer risk. No studies have included as many exposed cases,
particularly long-term and heavy users of mobile phones. In its
final report on Interphone last year, the International Agency

for Research on Cancer (IARC) stated that ‘overall, no increase
in risk of glioma or meningioma was observed with use of
mobile phones’ (available online at interphone.iarc.fr/
UICC_Report_Final_03102011.pdf). It is unclear why some
news outlets reported that Interphone concluded that making
cell phone calls for more than half an hour a day over ten years
could increase users’ risk of developing gliomas by 40%. 
Director Dr Christopher Wild, is quoted in an IARC press

release, ‘An increased risk of brain cancer is not established from
the data from Interphone. However, observations at the highest
level of cumulative call time and the changing patterns of mobile
phone use since the period studied by Interphone, particularly
in young people, mean that further investigation of mobile
phone use and brain cancer risk is merited.’

SMART GRID from page 1

SMART GRID, please turn to next page 



Imagine a beautiful place with abundant natural resourcesthat are exported offshore at an unsustainable rate. Imagine
a place where one out of every four children is not ready to

enter school. Imagine a place where, once kids do get to school,
many of them are going there hungry because there’s no food
at home (if they have a home). Imagine a place where the head
of government decides to shut down the parliament and govern
by decree.
Most of us in the liberal west would decry this as a

dictatorship, a banana republic, a place of extremes where
democracy has been stifled. 
But look in the mirror, BC. This is happening

here. Once again, our Legislature will not be
sitting this fall. Your democratically-elected
representatives won’t be in Victoria from May
2012 through to February 2013. We have been
in the legislature only 48 days this year. 
Democracy 101: a democracy works because

one political party has been given an elected
mandate to govern and other political parties hold it to
account. It is not perfect, but it is a system of balances, of give
and take, of criticism and compromise. Democracy is not about
saying, as this Premier and her predecessor did, that debate is
pointless or it’s busy work or it is, to quote Premier Clark, ‘sick’.
To do so undermines the trust that every single person has

put into process when they have gone to vote. And that in turn
puts in jeopardy the cohesion of our communities and society.
North Vancouver Island is resource-rich; our forests are

magnificent and valuable for logging, tourism, hunting and
foraging. Along with my opposition colleagues, I have
questioned the level of raw-log exports. An independent
committee advises the Minister of Forests about whether the
logs a company wants to export are surplus to what is required
by British Columbia mills. If they are surplus, they can be
exported. The Minister overruled that committee more than 80
times in a few months, allowing to be shipped offshore logs that
could have and should have been used here. 

As the Opposition, we were able to hold the Minister to
account when the Legislature was, briefly, in session. But
because the Premier has decided the Legislature will not have a
fall session, the Forest Minister can do what he wants, without
questions, without scrutiny. 
As the Opposition Critic for Children and Family

Development, I have a responsibility to the province’s most
vulnerable kids, and to taxpayers, to ask questions of the new
minister. At the top of my list is how can this ministry, which is

so overstretched, be spending $192 million on a
computer system which is creating huge problems
and could cost millions more to fix. That’s a lot of
money to spend without scrutiny, without
questions or debate—but that’s what she will be
able to do. 
As the MLA for North Island, I try to ensure

that the wide range of voices that makes up this
wonderful place are heard: the voices of parents,
of workers, of communities, the voices of First

Nations, the voices of new Canadians. I talk about our
access to health care, the cost of post secondary education,

our economic future and the damage done to the ferry system–
our marine highway. 
Constituents’ voices, which I take with me to Victoria, are

silenced because the Premier has decided to keep your
Legislature closed. 
Our democracy is fragile. It will continue to be abused when

people do not defend it. I realize that life is busy and people are
overworked; many are weary or, sadly, cynical about whether
it’s worth doing anything. But I hope that more and more people
will say publicly that the Premier has no right to act as an
autocrat, to close the doors of your parliament, that no single
person should have the ability to shut down our democratic
system and silence your voices.

Claire Trevena can be reached by phone on 250.287.5100 in
Campbell River, or 1.866.387.5100 toll free. 0
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IS YOUR
WELL WATER

SAFE TO DRINK?
Contamination can occur

without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

fax: 250-656-0443     Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net

2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

250-656-1334

‘democracy
is fragile. It will
continue to be
abused when
people do not

defend it.’

 Does Everyone Mumble? Maybe it’s time to get your hearing checked...
Call 1.800.563.4327 or visit connecthearing.ca to book a  
complimentary hearing screening and FREE hearing aid trial.

JAKOBSEN
A S S O C I A T E S

Custom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,

and Vacation Homes

www.jakobsenassociates.comK eit h Ja ko b sen
6 0 4 . 2 6 1 . 5 6 1 9 jakobsenk@netrover.com

 
 
 
Installs the world’s best heat pumps! 

 
 
Ductless 
Inverter Drive 
Technology   
 
100% money 
back 
guarantee 

 

How Much Could You Save?  
 

Mitsubishi Electric Cooling and Heating Systems 
save an average of 70% over baseboard heat.  
Plus act now to claim $1100 in Gov’t Grants! 
 

Get It Installed 
 

! A qualified home estimator will provide a 
free in-home consultation  

! No ductwork means little mess and few 
remodeling expenses 

! Our professionals can usually install the 
system in one day 

 

C a l l    T o d a y   1-888-760-0898 
www.servicexcel.ca 
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School District #64
(Gulf Islands)

The Board of Education for School District No. 64 (Gulf
Islands) wishes to announce that they have accepted the
resignation of Superintendent Jeff Hopkins effective March
31, 2013. Through his leadership over the past six years, Jeff has
deeply influenced the culture and climate of our district. His
positive contributions to personalized and place-based
learning, program development, and building leadership
capacity through coaching and mentoring have helped our
district to become recognized as  one of the most innovative
and learner-focused in the province. The Board will continue
to build on the solid foundation provided by Jeff who is
committed to working with us over the next number of
months to ensure a smooth transition. 

We wholeheartedly thank Jeff and wish him success in his
future endeavours as he continues to pursue his vision for
education. 

Why No ‘Wired’ Option?
Citizens for Safe Technology says it is again going before the BC
Court of Appeal, on October 18, to argue that the Clean Energy
Act does not prescribe or require wireless smart meters. In a
previous application to the BC Utilities Commission (BCUC),
CSTsuggested that, by selecting wireless technology, BC Hydro
was operating outside its mandate. The legal challenge and a
subsequent appeal were both dismissed by the BCUC. 
BC Hydro’s Request For Proposal for the new meters did not

specify the technology, only the functionality for the new meters:
‘smart.’ Of all the proposals received by BC Hydro, ‘not one
proponent offered a wired alternative,’ said Communications
Manager Verschoor. She offered some possible reasons for this,
the primary one being cost. The upgrade is being built upon
existing infrastructure. In a densely populated country like Italy,
each transformer services about 80 customers, but in BC, the
average is about eight customers per transformer. So, in BC
wiring each transformer costs more per customer. ‘If someone
had a wired solution that met our needs, we would have looked
at it,’ said Verschoor. 

Electricity For The 21st Century
British Columbia’s electrical grid was built mostly throughout
the 1950s, ’60s and ’70s. Upgrading the grid and using smart
meters presents several opportunities for future development,
such as feed-in tariffs. 
BC Hydro has some programs where customers can feed

power into the grid, but it is not possible with old meters.
Verschoor said the utility intends to first get the new meters
installed and tested before developing the policies and programs
necessary to make feed-in tariffs possible. ‘It will be available to
customers in future,’ said Verschoor. ‘All customers could
potentially feed the grid.’ Some critics say BC Hydro should be
talking about feed-in tariffs now, rather than waiting to begin
those discussions. 
BC Hydro also wants to identify where we are losing

electricity. New meters on the transformers will record the ‘step-
down’ of electricity before it is delivered to a home. This will
allow BC Hydro to find anomalies between what is stepped
down, what is used, and what is ‘lost’ or stolen. 
The smart grid will also optimize the amount of power sent

to each customer. ‘Currently we send more than is needed,’

explained Verschoor, ‘but with a modern grid, BC Hydro can
deliver just the amount required.’ 
The new system will also help BC Hydro ‘get the lights back

on faster’ in the case of outages. With a ‘smart’ grid, customers
will not need to notify BC Hydro by phone if their power is out. 
New data management systems will give customers access

to more information about their electricity consumption.
Currently, daily usage is reported on a bill that arrives every two
months. With smart meters, you can view hourly usage the next
day, using an online account. 
In addition, customers will not be required to close and open

an account when moving. There will be no more estimating
usage, and data entry errors will not be a factor because it will
not be manually entered anymore, although meters will
continue to be manually read until the upgraded system is fully
in place.

Time of Use Pricing
Some people are concerned that BC Hydro will take advantage
of the smart meter’s capacity for time-of-use billing, making
rates more expensive. Verschoor assured Island Tides that 
BC Hydro will not be doing time of use pricing, although smart
meters make it possible. Utilities commonly use time of use
pricing in areas where peak demand exceeds capacity, so they
use coal or gas to meet the demand. These types of generation
are more expensive, so the utilities try to level out the ‘peak’
through rates. In BC, about 94% of capacity is from
hydroelectric power, making the system quite ‘flexible’.
Currently, BC rates are the fourth lowest in North America.

Privacy Concerns
Last year, the Office of the Information and Privacy
Commissioner (OIPA) received more than 600 individual
complaints about the Smart Meter Initiative. As a result, the
OIPApublished an investigative report, in December 2011. 
It found BC Hydro to be complying with the Freedom of

Information and Protection of Privacy Act regarding the
collection, use, disclosure, protection and retention of personal
information. However, it issued a series of recommendations
covering concerns such as access to clients’ personal
information, third-party disclosure, improved privacy and
information security training for employees, and the
introduction of read-access logging before beginning hourly
consumption logging. 0
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The ‘No BC Legislature’ Report
Claire Trevena, NDP MLA-North Island



might be an alternate solution offered to dumping the gear and
perhaps a way to return the ‘lost’ items to the rightful owners.
DFO’s enforcement officer was sympathetic but made it quite
clear that the ‘found’ items were to go to the dump, so the
trucks and trailers went off to the landfill. The officer did
however promise to work with the stakeholders on finding a
solution to this and other shellfish industry problems. After
eight years of beach cleanups, repeated attempts with all levels
of government to have this issue resolved, and many
reassurances, it is becoming difficult for islanders to remain
optimistic.
The shellfish industry labels itself as ‘green and sustainable’.

One has to wonder how it can do so when it treats the very
environment it relies on in such a manner. Perhaps if the
hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars given the industry
in the form of government grants, et cetera, were curtailed, the
tenure holders might value their equipment a little more,
secure it better, and retrieve it when it escapes.

New Saturna Business Venture
Wild Thyme Coffee House on Saturna Island is holding its grand

opening on Sunday, October 6.
Islander Aleah Johnson has a full
espresso bar set up in a converted
1963 Leyland double decker bus
two-minutes walk from Lyall
Harbour.  ‘We will open as usual at
9am on Sunday, but the party
starts at noon. We will be offering
samples of our Island-famous pies

and handing out loads of free coffee,’ said owner/operator Aleah.
Daily fare includes baked goods, breakfast and lunches.

Nearshore Environment
The Pender Islands Conservancy Association, in collaboration
with Parks Canada, is holding an educational event on October
13. It will be an opportunity for the public to interact with
scientists and experts working in marine and intertidal
ecosystems. Discussion and presentations will focus on human
impacts on the Islands’ shorelines, sea bottom and the species
found in these places. In the afternoon, there will be a chance
of heading out into the ‘field’ with the experts, for a hands-on
experience. More details in the What’s On, this page. 

Savoury, Spicy & Sweet
The 2nd Annual James Barber Fundraiser is on Sunday,
October 7, at Providence Farm in Duncan. Cowichan Chefs
Table and invited BC chefs are hosting this culinary showcase
in honour of the late James Barber, Canada’s Urban Peasant.
This year’s fundraiser for Providence Farm has the theme of
savoury, spicy and sweet dishes made with local honey. Stations
will be set up throughout the historic buildings, offering culinary
delicacies paired with local beer, wine and cider. 
‘Working with Providence Farm is really satisfying, they

have great staff, beautiful facilities and important work to do.
The Farm itself is a jewel for the Cowichan Valley and a vital
cog in the local food system. All our support is important to
keep this a vital part of the community,’ commented Bill Jones,
author, chef and food consultant at Deerholme Farm.
Since 1979, Providence Farm, a registered charity and non-

profit society, has been operating therapeutic programs for
Cowichan Valley adults and seniors with mental health issues,
brain injuries, and developmental challenges. At the core of its
programming is horticultural therapy and a solid belief that
caring for the land together is, by nature, healing and
therapeutic. 0 

Page 6, ISLAND TIDES, October 4, 2012

www.islandtides.com

Single: $33.60 / $39.20 w image • Multi: $44.80 / $50.40 w image
Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard • 250.629.3660

Friday, October 5 thru Sunday, October 7
Quadra Island Wild Mushroom Festival—
Fri: keynote by mycologist Dr Berch of
Southern Vancouver Island Mycological
Society, Community Centre 7 pm, $10 Adult,
$5 12&Under • Sat: Field Trips 10am-3pm:

Guided Mushroom Species Collection $20, Children's Field Trip
w/Young Naturalists $10, Mushroom Photography $20 • Sun:Public
Viewing of Species Collection, 10am-1pm Community Centre, Free;
Dyeing With Mushrooms 11am-1pm, $20; West Coast Truffles 1:30-
4pm, $20; Cooking With Wild Mushrooms 3-4:30pm, $20; 3-Course
Wild Mushroom Themed Dinner 6 pm, Heriot Bay Inn • Info & tickets:
Heriot Bay Inn, 250.285.3322, www.heriotbayinn.com • QUADRA

Saturday–Monday, October 6-8
Thanksgiving Weekend Family Fun Swims—enjoy the NEW
inflatable during the afternoon Fun Swims, wavepool, waterslide, diving
boards, pirate ship, toddler pool, swirlpool & steam room • 4636 Elk
Lake Drive (right off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak exit) • Sat: 1-4pm, 6:30-
8:30pm; Sun: 1-4pm, 6-8pm; Mon: 10-noon, 1-4pm • Info: 24-hour
Swim Info-line 250.475.7620 • SAANICH

Saturday-Monday, October 6-8
16th Annual Gabriola Thanksgiving Studio
Tour—more than 60 artists will open their doors
to visitors from around the world; Gabriola
invites art lovers to grab a user-friendly brochure
and make a day of it • 10am-4pm • Free • Info:

www.gabriolaartscouncil.org • GABRIOLA

Thursday, October 11 thru Sunday, October 28
Echo Players presents ‘Separate Tables’—
directed by Gerri Hemphill, produced by Mike &
Judi Andrews • The Village Theatre, 110 West
2nd Avenue • Wednesday-Saturday: 7:30pm
sharp; Sunday Matinee: 2pm sharp • Tickets:
$18 Adults, $15 Seniors, $10 Students, $5

Children, at the door or email info@echoplayers.ca • Info:
www.echoplayers.ca • QUALICUM BEACH

Friday, October 12 
Dirty Grace—vocals-based trio featuring
Mayne Island’s own Marley Iredale; three
songwriters produce a playful mix of music
ranging from provocatively cheeky to
intimately introspective • Presented by
Mayne Island Music Society • Ag Hall •

Doors 7pm, Open Mike 7:30pm, Dirty Grace 8pm • Tickets: $15 • Info:
www.mayneislandmusic.ca • MAYNE

Friday & Saturday, October 12 & 13 
Rick Scott ‘The Great Gazzoon’—free musical
readings to launch 4-CDmusical audio novel, ages
8 to ageless. Can one boy’s love of music
overcome his fear and tranform his community? •
Fri:Courtenay Library, 11am; Sat:Campbell River
Library, 2pm • Info: www.gazzoon.com •
COURTENAY & CAMPBELL RIVER

Saturday, October 13
Uplands & Near-shore Apocalypse: How Climate Change,
Plunging Fish Stocks & Declining Orcas Will Affect All Our
Futures—Morning session presentations ‘with the experts’; Afternoon
‘in the field with experts’ • Sponsored by Pender Islands Conservancy
Association with Parks Canada • 9:30am start • Community Hall • Info:
Sara Steil, 250.629.6885 • PENDER

Saturday, October 13
‘The Intouchables’ pre-release screening- French Choice for Best
Foreign Film at the Oscars (2011, French w/subtitles, PG) After he
becomes a quadriplegic from a paragliding accident, a French aristocrat
hires a young man from the projects to be his caretaker. The two men
then develop a close friendship • 7:30pm • Community Hall • PENDER

Sunday, October 14
Author Reading & Signing – join Sandy Martin, Kit Grauer & Celeste
Snowber, contributing authors to the new anthology Living Artfully:
Reflections From the Far West Coast, which includes contributions from
42 emerging & established artists, including Robert Amos, Mark
Hobson, Susan Musgrave, Avis Rasmussen, Velcrow Ripper, Janet
Rogers & Bill Zuk • Presented by Galiano Island Books • 3pm • 
Galiano Inn • GALIANO

Thursday, October 18
Marie-Josée Lord—award-winning Haitian
Canadian soprano performs ‘Jambalaya’, a
gourmet recital entwining classical and popular
music: Gershwin, Verdi, Bernstein, Lama, Bizet &
others • Presented by Gulf Islands Concerts
(Pender) • 7pm • Pender School • Single concert
$25 Adult, $12 Student, $5 Child @ Talisman and

Southridge; Season Subscriptions also available (save $25!) • Info:
250.629.2060 • PENDER

Friday thru Sunday, October 19 thru 21
Creative Threads Conspiracy—three–day
retreat of workshops for all levels of fibre artists
with nine teachers and 13 classes: knitting,
quilting, weaving, felting, natural dyes; Fri:
Studio Tour & ‘Trunk Show’; Sat & Sun: classes
all day; catered meals • Each class $10/hour •

Info: 250.335.0198, www.creativethreadsconspiracy.com • DENMAN

Friday & Saturday, October 26 & 27
Making Waves: Sinking the Harper Agenda—the
Council of Canadians presents a public forum &
conference with Maude Barlow, Linda McQuaig, Bill
McKibben & Grand Chief Stewart Phillip • Vancouver
Island Conference Centre • Info: 1.800.387.7177, ext
333, www.canadians.org/conference • NANAIMO

What’s On? R o u n d  t h e  I s l a n d s

Clear Sailing Into Silva Bay
Page’s Resort & Marina on Gabriola reports that Transport
Canada has been in to follow up on the the notices and removal
orders that were issued in July. As part of Transport Canada’s
mooring buoy enforcement plan, it has identified navigation
areas within Silva Bay and Degnen Bay that should remain
clear for the purposes of navigation. This is being done to
ensure that vessels and seaplanes have clear lanes to navigate
in and out of the bay to the marinas and docks. 
Boaters can now navigate through a 50-metre-wide channel

that has been cleared off Law Point and in front of the marinas
on the southwest side of Silva Bay. Likewise, the anchorage
area has been defined and cleared of buoys, docks and other
things that did not adhere to regulations.

Croquet Not Coal ~ Ken Madsen 
More than 40 participants gathered on the Sunday of the
Labour Day weekend for the first, possibly annual, ‘Croquet
Not Coal’ tournament on Denman Island. As the name
suggests, the event was held in aid of Denman Opposes Coal,
a group of Island residents opposed to the proposed
Compliance Coal Mine above Fanny Bay. On the six croquet
pitches ranged around the Denman Community School, the
action was neither fast nor furious–it was fun.
The proposed coalmine is directly across Baynes Sound

from Denman Island and is currently in the middle of a
Provincial Environmental Assessment Process. There is strong
opposition to the coal mine on the island; ‘No Coal’ signs adorn
many driveways and well over 50% of residents have already
signed a petition opposed to the mine. Climate change from
coal burning, pollution that could threaten the vibrant shellfish
industry in Baynes Sound, and 672 ore trucks every week
rumbling to Port Alberni–these are just some of the concerns
of Denman Islanders.
After the first round of croquet, the players were separated

into three divisions, plus a youth division. Barb Mortell won
the ‘No Coal Express’ division. The ‘Clean Green Hand’ trophy
was won by Alan Stoddart, and Gloria Michin took home the
‘Arctic Beluga’ prize. Lucy Dabbs won the youth trophy. The
distinctive trophies were designed and crafted by Graham
Brazier. 
The tournament was enjoyable, but participants hoped

there would be no need for a 2nd one, as that, of course, would
mean the coalmine had been stopped. This fall and winter, and
the lead-up to next spring’s provincial election, will likely be a
critical phase in the campaign. There is more information at
denmanopposescoal.wordpress.com and www.Coalwatch.ca.
Aquaculture Clean Up ~ Edi Johnston
Once again Denman Islanders rallied to clean up their beaches
during the annual Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup in
September, organized locally by the Denman Island Marine
Stewardship Committee. Once again, most of the debris came
from the shellfish industry. Of the two-and-a-half tons
reluctantly deposited in the landfill, only half-a-ton was not
directly related to the shellfish industry in Baynes Sound. Much
of the two tons of industry equipment that was collected was
re-useable baskets, trays and many huge anti-predator nets
which are hazardous to wildlife, swimmers and boaters. 
The many Denman Island volunteers who walked the

shores for the eighth year, collecting debris on the beach, were
‘disgusted’ by the large amount of debris that originated with
the shellfish industry.
Just before heading for the landfill, the truckloads of debris

were taken to the Courtenay office of Fisheries and Oceans
Canada (DFO), who regulates the industry. It was hoped there

Photo: Sonja Goldsmith

Judging entries at the Hornby Island Fair, September 16.



Galiano’s Conservancy
Life-long Learning in Nature                                

                                                                                

Marjory and her granddaughter Adriana came to Galiano with a group of “Grandparents 
Raising Grandchildren”. Marjory is 75; her granddaughter Adriana is 12. Marjory’s 
husband is in hospital and she cares for her granddaughter full-time. Her visit to Galiano 
is a respite from her care-giving role, and she enjoys sitting with other grandparents as the 
young people explore the island. She says, “�e people were terri�c with the kids. �e kids 
had a ball. �e Great Beaver Swamp; that was magni�cent. Adriana was very interested 
in that… it kind of thrilled her. I even gave the bus driver a hug when I le�”. Today, her 
granddaughter still remains in touch with new friends from their stay here, and Marjory 
remains inspired about the native plants on her land. 

Easily reached from Tsawwassen or Swartz Bay ferry terminals, Galiano Island is a perfect 
destination for people of all ages who are interested in nature, love exploration and a 
“walk in the woods”. Our educational programs and Eco Tours have evolved to provide for 
students of all life stages to have the experience of nature in the “front country”.

A satellite photograph of the Salish Sea 
highlights how central the southern Gulf 
Islands are in the highly populated and 
growing area between Southern Vancouver 
Island and the Lower Mainland. �e photo 
also shows the entire imperilled Coastal 
Douglas-�r region of British Columbia, and 
Galiano Island is at the heart of this zone. 

“Planting a seed of hope so that life is meaningful.”
                                      —Florence James, Penelakut Elder

“Directed attention, the kind of attention that we use everyday in  our 
increasingly multi-tasking world, fatigues our brains. By  contrast, 
spending time in nature appears to engage the mind without  draining 
its vitality. �e Learning Centre o�ers an opportunity not  only for 
individuals to restore their brains, but also for scientists to further study 
the remarkable e�ects of brains  interacting with nature.” 
— Dr. Peter Reiner, Galiano Conservancy Director

Heart of the Salish Sea
A local Association on a small island: how 

the Galiano Conservancy serves a diverse 

clientele and a big geographic area.

“We’d rather have stayed a week.   
It was quiet, it was restful, and 
it was lovely. I felt really good for 
some time a�erwards. Adriana 
and me, we’d talk about it all the 
time, and we’d laugh about some 
of the things that happened.”                           

— Marjory Davie

Photo © Henny Elizabeth Schnare, galiano@gul�slands.com
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ROCKFISH RECOVERY 
Rock�sh (rock cod; red snapper) have been 
on the decline since the 90s, and unlike 
lingcod, are showing no signs of recovery. �is 
is mainly due to their sensitivity to over�shing 
and their extremely long lifecycles (the oldest 
rock�sh found to date was 205 years old!) We 
have long been involved in the designation of 
rock�sh protection areas, and this year began 
exploratory dive surveys to see how many 
rock�sh are in our Galiano waters. 

Since 2007, 164 no-take Rock�sh 
Conservation Areas (RCAs) have been in 
place in BC, with 86 in the Strait of Georgia 
alone! Most people don’t even realize that they 
are there – did you know that three RCAs 
border Galiano Island, accounting for roughly 
40% of its shoreline? We have been gathering 
video footage, and are excited to show you in 
the coming year what lies beneath the waves! 

NATIVE PLANT NURSERY
We are leading by example to restore the 
natural ecosystems on Galiano by growing 
and planting beautiful native plant species. 
We have used these plants for restoration 
projects, erosion prevention at disturbed sites, 
in demonstration garden at the Recycling 
Resources Society, and in our home gardens. 
Join us by getting your own lovely plants 
at our Native Plant Nursery, and ask us for 
gardening advice!

MARINE PROTECTION

Since 1996, we have been working closely 
with a variety of government agencies and 
ENGO’s as part of the Southern Strait of 
Georgia Marine Conservation Network to 
develop a National Marine Conservation Area 
(NMCA) in the Strait of Georgia. An NMCA 
would provide some no-take sanctuaries, 
restrict o�shore oil exploitation, and require 
conservation-minded management of the 
region from sea�oor to seashore. �is project 
has now moved forward to a critical stage, 
where a proposed NMCA border has been 
drawn up by Parks Canada and approved 
by BC Parks, and is entering a public 
review phase to determine the feasibility of 
the project. In the coming year we will be 
increasing public understanding of the issue, 
and providing research on the important areas 
and critical habitat for the many species at risk 
that depend on this vast coastal ecosystem.

The Mid Galiano Island 
Protection Network 
connects existing protected areas into a contiguous conservation 
network extending from Trincomali Channel across to the Georgia 
Strait and back again. It will protect a signi�cant portion of the island’s 
topographic variation and associated ecological diversity and will 
secure valuable pathways for plant and animal migration from sea 
level to Galiano’s highest ridgeline. 

�e network includes threatened coastal and inland blu�s with their 
Garry Oak and associated ecosystems; signi�cant wetlands; mature 
coastal Douglas-�r forests, and over a mile of undeveloped shoreline. 
By protecting DL57, the site of the Learning Centre, we will add a 
Marine Protected Area to safeguard habitat for rock�sh and other 
marine species at risk. 

Photo © Scott Stevenson



�is last winter we purchased 188 acres of waterfront land for the Galiano 

Learning Centre. In our existing programs, young people who have been 

labeled “troubled” have radically transformed in the eyes of themselves, their 

teachers and peers. �rough engaging in hands-on ecological restoration 

work together for a number of days, they become cooperative, self-con�dent 

and motivated team members. �ey gain courage as they realize they can 

make a real di�erence. �ey carry this 

knowledge of themselves back into 

their communities. 

Other goals of this project include local 

food security and community gardens (a signi�cant part of the land is in the Agricultural Land Reserve); close 

relations with First Nations people; and a social enterprise component. �e Restorative Learning Centre will enable 

the Conservancy to expand its o�erings to multi-day learning adventures for visiting groups of students, researchers 

and local community members. 

M A K I N G  A  D I F F E R E N C E ,  V I S I T I N G  T H E  G A L I A N O  L E A R N I N G  C E N T R E.

On a Monday morning, a young girl wakes up in a city. She hears the familiar noises of early morning 
tra�c, a garbage truck in the lane, and a distant siren. Looking through the curtain of her bedroom 
window, she sees the narrow strip of vegetation by the sidewalk pavement and a few dandelion and 
camomile plants (which she loves in spite of their commonness) under the street light. It is early, and still 
almost dark, but she sees no stars as she looks upward through the electrical wires and trolley cables. �e 
neon sign from the corner drug store �ashes o� and on as it has since she was born. She gets dressed and 
gathers her things for school, has breakfast with her brother and leaves with him for the bus stop. Outside 
the house the smell of diesel mixes with the aroma of neighbourhood co�ee shops and a nearby bakery.

On Tuesday morning the girl wakes to a so� rustling of leaves merged with a rhythmic splash of waves 
on a nearby beach. She �nds that if she listens carefully, she can distinguish half a dozen bird songs, the 
tapping of a woodpecker, and she is amazed to �nd  even the rustling of wing feathers as a band of ravens 

�ies over her tent. �e aromas of a Douglas-�r forest mix with wa�s of kelp and salt water from the shore. She looks through the mesh 
of the tent �ap, sees a grassy road leading through the old forest to the beach, and she remembers… waking in the night to see a blanket 
of stars above her; singing songs on the bus ride to the Learning Centre; seeing the Orca pod from the ferry. Today, her class would be 
learning about useful herbs and plants in the forest, and tomorrow they will plant trees and work in a community garden.

On Saturday morning, home again, the girl awakes thinking of her week on Galiano Island,remembering the quiet, and all she had learned 
about nature. When she looks out onto the street she notices that there are nettles and dock on the narrow boulevard by the kerb as well 
as the dandelion and camomile, and her mind wanders to the thought of a back yard vegetable garden. At breakfast her family talks about 
this, and, happy, she decides to ride her bike to the park.

The Galiano Learning Centre
 A bold initiative

Photo © Henny Elizabeth Schnare, galiano@gul�slands.com

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

s. �rered pns aerhacet

” hdlebuort“d leebal

n o. Ierteng CninraeL

e pwer tint wsas l�i

   

 

ag in hinggah enugos. �r

d emrosfsfonray tllaradice vaav” h

, ysmraogrg pintsur exin o

f waes od 188 acresahcure p

   

 

traratotesl raiclogcon es-odna

htes, vlesemhf toes yee htin 

e bvaavo hhle wpoeg puno, y

lie Gahr tod fd fonat lnorffrertf waf wat

   

 

n iot

eir h

en ee b

o nali

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

hif tlhtO

ies. tuniunitmmeir coht

emhf te odglewonk

enerdi�di�erl aera e kam

m maed tetvavatitod mna

r a noer fer fohetogk trow

   

 

l ude lolt inj

ies. 

o tk inaces bvlesem

s hity rracy e�. ceen

urain coy gaes. �erbemm m

mcoey behys, taays, tf der obumr a n

   

 

y cehlize taey rehs te agura

n�denlf-coe, seviteraeratpoe com

   

 

n ay c

t n�den

   

 

unimml coacd lona

y tcnvaersnoe Cht

sh Firtis wniotaatler

d cony atiiturced sooffo

   

 

s. erbemy mtuni

o mgs tiner��erts od inao expy t

od a snle; apoes pniotaatt Ns

s (a sigdenry gatunimmd co

   

 

urtenvg adninray leaay lei-dtluo m

ennopme cosirpertl enacio

nae lhf tt orat pnani�cs (a sig

   

 

f sps ouorg gintsiir voes fes four

ninraee Lvitraratotese Rt. �en

l Luratluicrge Ahs in td i

s phif ts olaoer ghtO

   

 

s erhcraeests, rudentf s

le bal enlie wrteng Cnin

e lose); cveresd Rnal L

l acude lolct incejors p

   

 

   

 

   

 

I N GA KM    

 

miomac
wdoinw

�c, a garat
MOn a 

NF F E R EI D AI N G    

 

vloe hsh hic(wts nalple mi
w sorrae nhes tee sh, sww, s
e lhk in tucre tgarb�c, a ga
uno, a ygninroy maay mdnoM

I S I T I N GV,C EN    

 

mmcoeir htf oe tipin ses v
hy tn biotaetegf vp oirtw s

en. Lt sirnatsd a din, aenae l
tciin a p es ukl wairgg un

AL I G AH ETI S I T I N G   

 

et ertse htder uns) esnnomm
t aenemvaavk plwae sideh

e chh tugohrg tinkooen. L
r alimifae hs traehe h. Syy. St

N I N G L E A RONA   

 

itsd na, yy, lraes it It. hliget 
nn aliodenaw ded a fd a fent a
m oodreer bf hin oature c

ninroy mlraf ees osionr 

.R EN TECN I N G   

 

l li
d n

m 
g nin

   

 

   

 

en a no
uesOn TOn Tues

uoe hht
s herhtga

n sigoen
t doslma

   

 

hs tde �nhh. Sacey brbae
l waire ghg tninroy madues

l mixef diesl olee smhe tsu
a, hloohcr sogs fgs fohiner ts h

ug ser drnre cohm torn fn frn sig
ato ses nee sht suk, brat d

(wp

   

 

ylluefefuras centse liht if sah
g olintsu� roo a ses tkl wa

f na omore ahh tties wl mix
orer bh htit wsfakaers ba
n ad on� aes ohsae �rotug s

d trwapks uoe lohs ss ara
p

   

 

ah hsguiintsn diae ch, syy, s
h a rtid wegeres mvaavf leg o

he se��ed cooohurobheigf n
h him fties wvad lener ahto

s be wahce ss sinat hs in a
irl waicrtclee ehh tugohr

s) 

   

 

hgs, tnod sirzen blf a doa
es vf waf wavh osalphmic sythhyth a r

yerkay brbaed a nnps aoh
tside u. Opots sue bhr toh him fh him fo

nd aesesets dre ghn. Sros b
les. �bay clelord tnes air

ylig

   

 

e h
es 

.yy.
tside 

d n
e les. �

   

 

roy madurtOn Sa

st uuobg aninrale
ere hvobs aratf so

, spat �ene thf to
ener ter hv�ies o

   

 

e ghin, tgae amo, hgninr

ts in tnald pnerbs al huefefus
e bhn tgs onog sing; siner

g tadinad leosy rsraes a ge
ugof a Ds oamore at. �en
g inppat

   

 

er wf hg oinkhines tkwal al awair

orromod tnt, aesroe fe fohts in t
ninraee Lho tide ts rue b

t tesrold fld foe ohh tugohrg t
h watit mix wesros-�r fs-�r foalug

hsd n, aerer, akcepdoowa f og 
y b

   

 

nalso Inalin Gak oeeer w

es aert tnall pliy wehw to
e Orhg teinee; srteng C

eme rhd snh, aacee bho tt t
t walad snp alef k�s oh wa

en ved  �no td azemas ie h
y

   

 

uiet, ae qhg tinerbemem,rdn

tunimmk in a corod wnes a
. Tyy. Trere fe ferhm tord fd froa pc

g in tinks… waerbemem
e loh. Serohe shm torer fer frtt wa
effeg inwf g olintsure hten 

gui, syy, s

   

 

enraad lee hhl sld anuiet, a

den.ry gat
ld buos wsaler c, hyy, haaydo. T. To

et knale a beo st the nighg in t
ese mhh tugohrks toe lo
envraf od nabs a s aerhta

gs, t

   

 

d e

e ld b
et 
h es
s en

   

 

, syy, sppa, hdns, ahit
n aliodenae dhs ta

h. W. Wheurtat nuoba
y m

   

 

er bide ho rcides te deh, s
er mind hn, alemiomad cnn a
o ttnt ouks ooe lohen sh
e gin, tga, hg

   

 

k.rae pho te tkier b
ohe tho ts tdernd waer min
ahices ttoe nhet serte sho t

g o

   

 

egd vrk yaacf a bt ohugo
d donles atete nre aerht ta

   

 

fakaert bden. Arle gabaeteg
leuow borrae nhn tk ocd do

e qg t,r

   

 

uobks alay tlmier fat hsfa
es werb ae khy td brvale

uiet, a

   

 

t u
l le



�e Galiano Conservancy works with many of the Land Trusts in our region, and 
the Galiano Learning Centre has signi�cant regional bene�ts. We urge you to continue your 
support for your local Land Trust. And we ask you as well to JOIN US …

…in supporting our successful programs 
Since 1989, �e Galiano Conservancy Association has played a pivotal role in the 
conservation and management of large areas of our forests, wetlands, streams and marine 
areas. Our initiatives to purchase and steward natural landscapes have added signi�cantly to 
a remarkable network of protected areas. Our restoration program has worked e�ectively to 
improve the health of many disturbed ecosystems. And over 30,000 visitors and community 
members have participated in our hands-on educational programs.

…in this exciting new initiative
�e purchase of the Learning Centre land is a bold step forward. Its purchase has been made 
possible by �e Nature Conservancy of Canada; Mountain Equipment Coop; a bequest from 
the Dr. Betty Kleiman estate; a loan from Vancity Credit Union; and strong support from our 
membership. Your donation will help to realize a long-term vision: a permanent home for a 
residential Learning Centre, in the forest by the sea.

…as a �nancial supporter
Donations from people like you provide the �nancial foundation for our work. �e Galiano 
Conservancy Association is a registered charity, and issues tax receipts for any donation.   

JOIN US …

  I would like to be a member 
___  Adults ($10 ea)  ___ Youth ($2 ea)

  I would like to make a donation of    
 ___ $25 ___ $100 ___ $200 ____ other

I am interested in learning about:

  making a monthly donation

  volunteering

 
 ecological gifts of land

   the Conservancy’s Legacy Endowment  
at the Vancouver Foundation 

Contact Us:
Galiano Conservancy Association
RR #1, Sturdies Bay Road
Galiano Island, BC  V0N 1P0

250.539.2424
conservancy@galianoconservancy.ca
www.galianoconservancy.ca

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

City. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Prov/State  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Postal Code  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Telephone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Email . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

I am a resident/property owner ____       or an o�-island supporter ____

Please make cheques payable to the Galiano Conservancy Association
Donations can also be made online at www.galianoconservancy.ca
Credit card donations can also be made online
Charitable tax number: 886092998R0001     

M E M B E R S H I P  A N D  D O N A T I O N  F O R M

Thank you!
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Trying to remember what happened last week or a month
ago is sometimes a challenge–imagine trying to picture
what life might have been like on Galiano Island 5,000

years ago. That is what members of The Explorers Club
pondered at the annual BC & Yukon Chapter meeting, held at
Montague Harbour, September 7-9. Sponsored by The
Explorers Club and the Galiano Conservancy Association, the
meeting brought together experts in archaeology, biology,
coastal mapping and underwater sonar, with Salish elders,
spelunkers, students and many others at Galiano for talks and
a field expedition. 
The theme was to learn

about the people who
inhabited Montague
Harbour centuries ago,
during the time when the
Pyramids of Gizeh were
being built, and integrate
that information with
observations of what the
coast of the Salish Sea is
like today. 
The BC & Yukon

Chapter has held its annual
meeting on Salt Spring
Island for eight years; this
was the Club’s first visit to
Galiano. Montague
Harbour was selected so that the Club members could combine
the meeting with exploration of the harbour’s shoreline and
seabed.
The Explorers Club is ‘an international multidisciplinary

professional society dedicated to the advancement of field
research and the ideal that it is vital to preserve the instinct to
explore’. Founded in 1904, the New York City-based club has
served as a meeting point and unifying force for explorers and
scientists worldwide. Members of The Explorers Club have been
responsible for an illustrious series of famous firsts: first to the
North Pole, first to the South Pole, first to the summit of Mount
Everest, first to the deepest point in the ocean, first to the surface
of the moon.
Introducing the meeting at Montague on Friday morning,

and setting the stage for the weekend theme, ‘A Sense of Place’,
were John Harper from the Explorers Club, Ken Millard of the
Galiano Conservancy Association and Penelakut elder Florence
James. John introduced the program, Ken described the
impressive strides taken by the Conservancy Association and
their plans for the future, and Florence gave a deep sense of
place along with a link to the past through traditional knowledge
and spirit. 
Senior archaeologist Daryl Fedje, formerly with Parks

Canada, described the age and significance of archaeological
sites on Haida Gwaii and Sidney Island. He indicated that
people were hunting bears on Haida Gwaii 11,000 years ago,
and that tools have been found there dating to 10,700 years ago.
Sea level rise and fall over the millennia have submerged many
sites, to depths of over 100 metres in some places on Haida
Gwaii. 
Eric McLay, a doctoral student at the University of Victoria

described the richness of the cultural history of the Montague
site and its key place in understanding the archaeological
sequence of human occupation in the Salish Sea.
Florence James told the group about her life as a young girl

born on Galiano and raised on Penelakut Island. She relayed
stories about the importance of the land to her parents and
grandparents, how parts of the island were used for spiritual
and foodgathering places. She also said that the Salish word for
midden was stulnip, which means ‘ancient ground.’ Montague
Harbour was named Sum’Nuw, which has several meanings,
one of which is ‘echo sound inside a cave.’ 
In the afternoon, a team led by Mark Atherton and Brian

Abbott, international experts in sector scanning sonar from
Vancouver, and Paula Romagosa, head aquarist from the Shaw
Ocean Discovery Centre in Sidney, launched the high-tech sonar
and Remote Operated Vehicle (ROV) with video to view the
seabed of Montague Harbour. They showed how these
instruments could find subtle differences in features on the
seabed that reveal evidence of former sea levels or human-made
features. The sonar unit and ROV showed video images and
sonar scan of the seabed on monitors onboard the support
vessel. 

While the
underwater team
was at work,
Washington State
U n i v e r s i t y
archaeologist Colin
Grier led a walk
around the harbour
to explain evidence
of former habitation
along the shore. The
Explorers heard
how archaeologists
find layers where
fires were once lit,
how to identify fire-
cracked rocks left
from cooking, and

how ancient sites are detected and mapped. 
At the same time, Eric McLay and Florence James strolled

around Montague field and shoreline, while Florence spoke
about her culture and her life in the local area. Eric described
how traditional knowledge from today’s elders is so important
to helping understand his research findings. 
Naturalist Rob Butler showed other members of the

Explorers how he captures the spirit of the places he visits by
making sketches in the field, using watercolours and a quick
pen and ink drawing. He explained how his drawings help him
remember the place better than snapping a quick photograph,
even though most of his sketches are done in just ten minutes
or so. 
On Friday evening, the group gathered for dinner on the

lawn at the Galiano Conservancy office. Prior to the meal,
Conservancy staff and directors had an opportunity to make
presentations about their current work. These included a talk
by Lia Chalifour about efforts to protect rockfish; Ken Millard
presenting the Galiano Restorative Learning Centre and the
protected area to span mid-Galiano (see special centre-section,
this edition, for more info); and Keith Erickson describing the
Conservancy’s mapping projects. During the meal, Annie
Brown provided fiddle music. The evening provided a delightful
opportunity for members of The Explorers Club and the Galiano
Conservancy to discuss mutual interests.
On Saturday afternoon, the meeting convened at the Galiano

Community Hall where several Explorers gave talks on a wide
range of topics. Journalist, geoscientist and extreme snorkeler
Susan Eaton spoke of a recent expedition to Antarctica. Maeva
Gauthier talked about filmmaking and traditional knowledge
on an expedition to the North Slope of Alaska, and how she
worked with Inuit youth and elders to make videos of their
community, highlighting their desire to document the drastic
changes occurring due to climate change. 
Rob Butler, Explorers Club Fellow International, spoke

about the birds of the Gulf Islands from the Age of Pyramids to
today. He described how fauna found in middens dating back
thousands of years are similar to those found today. He also
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Working for women’srights worldwide
Helani Davison

Human rights activist Sally Armstrong was the speaker
for the Grand(m)others To Grand(m)others’  ‘The Fine
Art of Protest’ event on Salt Spring, September 19.

With boldness and candour, Armstrong delivered a speech
riddled with brutal facts regarding the injustices against women
that still prevail in conflicted countries. Armstrong—recipient
of seven honorary degrees, author of three books and a
documentary filmmaker—is a member of the International
Women’s Commission at the United Nations, and three-time
Amnesty International award winner. 
As a journalist, Armstrong has written from zones of conflict

all over the world. She highlighted the courage of women, young
and old, ‘who are claiming their space and propelling universal
change.’ Armstrong remarked that the status of women and the
state of the economy are closely related, emphasizing that there
is new meaning to protest through the women’s movement.
The Artspring auditorium audience was reminded of

misogynist men with ‘old’ attitudes who are still trying to
prevent women from gaining equality throughout parts of the
world. Women are still often seen as second-class citizens, even
though they represent more than half the world’s population. 
Armstrong gave three pertinent examples of how women are

taking action against oppression.
In Afghanistan, a group called ‘Young Women For Change’

is empowering women and girls in a country where women who
have been raped are sent to jail, and women have been killed
for giving birth to a girl. Young Women For Change have
organized lectures, art exhibits and street marches to protest
the discrimination and harassment they encounter every day.
In Kenya, Armstrong described the ‘160 Girls’ case, a

collaboration to sue the state for failing to enforce the existing
criminal law on rape and for allowing the rape of these 160 girls
ages 3-17 to go unpunished. ‘In Kenya, a woman is raped every
30 minutes,’ said Armstrong. Their plight is ignored while the
rapist is treated with impunity. 
In Manzini, Swaziland in 2010, Armstrong reported on ‘The

Gathering’, an event that culminated with a march of 2,000
grandmothers, including 44 Canadian grannies, to raise
awareness of the plight of grandmothers. 
The Grandmothers to Grandmothers Campaign was

organized through the Stephen Lewis Foundation. The
campaign responds to the emerging crisis faced by African
grandmothers as they struggled to care for their own
grandchildren who had been orphaned by AIDS.
Armstrong commented that courage is required of more

people in the arena of human rights, saying that violence is
‘everybody’s business’; an innocent by-stander is an oxymoron.
In closing, Armstrong quoted political theorist Hannah Arendt
saying, ‘Evil thrives on apathy. Hence apathy is evil.’
You can learn more about this topic online, at

www.grandmotherscampaign.org. 0

This ad costs 
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there was no need to show any scientific or policy flaw in the
government’s decision. As Barry Appleton, the Toronto-based
lawyer who represented Ethyl Corporation said at the time, if
you were making a profit adding liquid plutonium to children’s
breakfast cereal and a government made that illegal, you can
claim damages under Chapter 11. 
Canada has also paid millions in damages to a PCBdisposal

company, SD Myers of Ohio, for loss of profits when Canada
banned the export of PCB contaminated waste. And without
waiting for any decision from the NAFTAChapter 11 arbitration,
in 2010 Prime Minister Harper ordered a payment of $130
million to US-based Abitibi Bowater when Newfoundland and
Labrador insisted the company had no right to keep water rights
and forest cutting rights to sell to a new buyer when it closed its
mill. At the time, the Prime Minister said he will create a
mechanism to ensure that if provinces create liability under
investment rules, provinces would have to compensate the
federal government. The fact there was an argument to be made
by Newfoundland and Labrador (Abitibi Bowater was
benefiting from a 99-year lease, with water rights and logging
contingent on running the mill) never got noticed as the money
was paid out. The Prime Minister did not listen to the merits of
the argument, cutting Premier Danny Williams off at the knees.
Williams was left looking like a Canadian version of Hugo
Chavez. 
The idea that decisions by municipal, provincial and federal

government can result in multi-million dollar payments to
multinational corporations is quite distressing. As Steven
Shrybman, lawyer for Council of Canadians, has said, ‘Chapter
11 is fundamentally corrosive of democracy.’ 
This outrage only gets more outrageous if the claims for

multiple millions in damages come not from a private
corporation, but from corporations which are branches of a
foreign government. In the case of China, the FIPPAcould mean
that an authoritarian enormous country will have the right to
claim damages if any level of democratically-elected
government in Canada passes a law China claims hurts profits.
China will, if offended by any new health, labour, or
environmental law, be able to make a claim for damages. I have
already witnessed the chilling effect of Canada knowing a US-
based corporation can sue under Chapter 11. It was rumoured
that former Liberal Health Minister Allan Rock refused to ban
cosmetic use of pesticides for fear of Chapter 11 claims by US
pesticide manufacturers. 
What happens when Canadian laws, passed democratically,

are struck down in hotel room arbitrations over claims launched
by the Communist Party of China?
I hope against hope that the text, whenever we see it, does

not convey Chapter 11-like rights for state-owned Chinese
enterprises to claim damages in retaliation against Canadian
laws. If it does, I will hope for support of my constituents to do
whatever is required to protect Canadian sovereignty and
democracy. 0

After this article was filed, on September 26, the FIPPAtext was
tabled. MPMay promises an analysis as soon as possible.  
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Capital Regional District

North Galiano Island Fire Hall Referendum
Notice Of Application to Volunteer as a Scrutineer & Advance Voter Registration

Public notice is hereby given that the assent of the electors is required with regard to:
 

Saturday, November 24, 2012:
Are you in favour of the Capital Regional District Board adopting both of the following bylaws:
a)  Bylaw No. 3843, “North Galiano Island Fire Protection and Emergency Response Service Establishment Bylaw No. 1, 1990,  
     Amendment Bylaw No. 4, 2012” authorizing the Capital Regional District to increase the maximum annual requisition  
     so that it will be the greater of two hundred sixty seven thousand dollars ($267,000) or $1.60 per one thousand dollars  
     ($1,000) of net taxable assessments for the purpose of funding the annual costs for the service, including operating costs  
     and costs to design and construct a new fire hall on North Galiano Island; and
b)  Bylaw No. 3844, “North Galiano Island Fire Hall Loan Authorization Bylaw No.1, 2012” authorizing the Capital Regional  
     District to borrow an amount not to exceed six hundred seventy thousand dollars ($670,000) for the purpose of designing  
     and constructing a fire hall on North Galiano Island.
     YES or NO?

Scrutineers

Monday, October 22, 2012 until Wednesday, October 31, 2012
 

List of Registered Electors

Notice of Advance Voter Registration

 
 

 
 

 

 

This Notice is appearing in this newspaper as a convenience and is not in accordance 
with the Local Government Act.

The Nexen–CNOOC Deal & The Unasked Question–Elizabeth May, MP

One of the hot topics in Parliament these days is the
proposed $15 billion takeover of Canadian energy giant
Nexen by the China National Offshore Oil Corporation

(CNOOC). Industry Minister Christian Paradis claims there will
be a thorough review against the Investment Canada
Act test for ‘net benefit.’ The NDP have started
challenging the deal, finally joining me in raising
concerns about the takeover of Canadian oil
sands companies by Chinese state-owned
enterprises. Conservative MPs claim the review
will include national security concerns, but the
refusal to include a definition of ‘national
security’ in the 2009 amendments to the Act does
not inspire confidence. 
Meanwhile, there is an even larger issue that no one

is asking about. On September 8, when Prime Minister Harper
was in Vladivostok, he and President Hu signed the Foreign
Investment Promotion and Protection Agreement (FIPPA)
between China and Canada. The text is still secret. I asked last
week in Question Period when the text would be public and if
we would be able to debate it in the House before the Nexen
decision is made. Unfortunately, I got the pre-prepared answer
from Minister Paradis about the thoroughness of the Nexen
review with zero relevance to my question. The summary on the

Foreign Affairs website about the FIPPA and various analyses
by large trade-focussed law firms suggests it will operate the
same way Chapter 11 of NAFTAworks. 
Chapter 11 of NAFTAset the template for what are generally

called ‘investor-state provisions.’ I talked to our
negotiators for NAFTAa few years ago and believed
them when they told me the idea was only to
create a binding agreement to ensure any
expropriation of investor property was
compensated. But the provisions of Chapter 11
of NAFTA have been interpreted in a far more
damaging way. The term ‘tantamount to
expropriation’ has been interpreted to mean

changes in domestic laws that reduce a foreign
corporation’s expectation of profits. 

Chapter 11 of NAFTA is now understood to allow
corporations from Mexico or the USA to claim damages against
Canada if any level of Canadian government (municipal,
provincial or federal) causes them to experience less profit than
had been anticipated. Canada actually repealed a law limiting a
toxic gasoline additive, MMT, when the US-based
manufacturer, Ethyl Corporation of Richmond, Virginia sued
under Chapter 11–and we paid over $10 million in damages.
The reality is that for the company to win in the Chapter 11 claim

‘What happens
when Canadian
laws, passed

democratically, are
struck down in hotel
room arbitrations?’

showed maps of birds and marine mammals from a recent survey
of the islands for Parks Canada, and new results of breeding bird
distribution maps for the BC Breeding Bird Atlas. Fellow
International Cathy Hickson spoke about volcanoes in the Pacific
Northwest, explaining many examples in BC where large
volcanoes formed under glacial ice sheets, creating lava beds and
flattened ‘tuya’ shaped mountains. 
Mark Atherton and Brian Abbott tag-teamed a talk on recent

investigations of shipwrecks in Lake Michigan, Greece and Sweden.
Brian showed some unusual rock formations in the shallow waters
of Lake Michigan that appear to be made by humans thousands of
years ago, but are now out-of-sight underwater. Lynn Danaher
described the restoration of ancient stone statues called ‘moai’ by
the Rapa Nui people on Easter Island (Rapa Nui) and described
her plans to visit Polynesian Islands. 
Local caterer Martine Paulin lived up to her slogan ‘fine food

with flair’ and provided a fabulous dinner at the Community Hall.
Afterwards, many Galiano residents joined the meeting to hear
about the teams’ observations over the weekend. Everyone was
spellbound listening to Florence James describing her connection
to Montague and to Galiano. Eric McLay and Colin Grier spoke
about the long history of archaeological research at Montague
and on Galiano, with photographs of the Montague excavations
done in the 1960s. They also explained how coastline sites are
being lost to erosion and the importance of the long cultural
history of humans living on the changing shorelines of the Salish
Sea for thousands of years. 
The meeting concluded on Sunday when a group of Explorers

joined in a tour for the future home of the Galiano Restorative
Learning Centre. They also visited a few spots of interest on
Galiano Island to further explore the archaeological history there.
All in all, the weekend event was a memorable occasion for all. 0

EXPLORERS from page 7
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BC Greens readying candidates
for spring general election
The Green Party of BC is rapidly putting

its team in place for the May 2013
provincial election, and anticipates

having nominated most of its candidates by the
end of this year. In September, the party
announced two nominations. 
On October 19, climate scientist Dr Andrew

Weaver, a team member of the Nobel Prize
winning Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change, will seek the nomination to run for the
Green Party in Oak Bay-Gordon Head.  
‘I expect Andrew to be the first of a number

of high profile BC Green candidates,’ said Jane
Sterk, leader of the Green Party of BC. ‘BC
Greens and people like Andrew offer
something for people to vote for.’
Born and raised in Victoria, Weaver

graduated from Oak Bay High School and the
University of Victoria. After studying and
working in England, Australia, the United
States and Québec, he returned to UVic in
1992. He is currently the Lansdowne Professor
and Canada Research Chair in climate
modelling and analysis in the School of Earth
and Ocean Sciences.  
‘By running for the Green Party in the Oak

Bay Gordon Head riding, I have decided to do
something I never thought I would do,’
commented Weaver. 
‘But with a rudderless government and the

potential for a landslide NDP victory in the
upcoming election, I felt now was the time to
get engaged to ensure that the principles of
economic, social and environmental
sustainability continue to be raised and

discussed in the legislative assembly.’  
Susan Low is running for the BC Greens in

Esquimalt-Royal Roads. She is owner of
Directis Consulting Group Ltd in Victoria, and
has an MBA in Entrepreneurship from the
University of Calgary’s Haskayne School of
Business. Low has 17 years of experience
working with small business, government and
non-profit organizations in strategic planning,
process improvement, business development
and coaching/mentoring. A masters-level
rower, Low also volunteers with the Victoria
Foundation as a community adviser. Born and
raised in Saanich, she is mom to five-year-old
Simon and married to Artos Low. They live in
Esquimalt close to the Gorge Waterway.
‘As a business person and a mom, I believe

the Green Party has the best policies for
building a better future, while looking after the
practical needs of today,’ said Susan. ‘I’m
looking forward to giving my neighbours in
Esquimalt-Royal Roads a strong choice of
somebody to vote for.’
BC Green Party Leader Jane Sterk will be

running in the Victoria-Beacon Hill riding. ‘The
Green Party represents change, innovation and
positive solutions for fixing our economic,
social and environmental ills,’ said Sterk.
‘Unlike other parties, Greens do not ‘whip’ our
representatives to enforce party discipline and
to tell them how to vote. Greens want
intelligent, thoughtful, passionate people who
will stand up for their constituents and for
change.’ 0

Calgary By–Election Candidacy Speech
Delivered by Chris Turner, at the Green Party
of Canada nomination meeting for Calgary
Centre, on September 12.

First, I have a confession to make: I’m not
one of those people who always wanted
to be a Member of Parliament. I’m

running because Calgary needs a strong,
authentic moderate voice in Ottawa—and
apparently I’m that voice.
This is not what I do. I’m not a politician. I

never aspired to be one. I wasn’t the kid in high
school who wanted to be class president; I was
the kid whispering ideas in the class president’s
ear (I’m good at that!). And this has led me to
my main occupation for all of my working life—
I find people doing good things, and I tell their
stories. 
So why am I running? Why now, in Calgary

Centre, at the very heart of Stephen Harper’s
Canada? I’m running basically because
Elizabeth May told me a great story
about good people doing amazing
things, and it turned out I had to be
the main character. I’ll start with
the ending, which is the part
Elizabeth loves to tell. The way this
story ends, she has returned to
Parliament after the Christmas break,
and the House speaker is taking roll call, and
after he announces her name, he says, ‘And the
Honourable Member for Calgary Centre…’ And
sitting next to her is the second Green Party MP
in Canadian history: me. 
Isn’t that a great story? That here, on

Stephen Harper’s doorstep, Calgarians from
across the political spectrum came together and
said, you know what? This is not just a
Conservative town. There’s more to Calgary
than a single party, a single narrow ideology
that shuts out more and more Canadians each
day. Wouldn’t it be great to tell a story about
how Calgary–this young, dynamic, energetic
city–came together to tell the true story of what
kind of place it is today? Wouldn’t it be great to
tell a story about how moderate Calgarians
united to mount the greatest political upset in a
generation? Don’t you want to be part of that
story? Don’t you want to help me tell it?
So that’s why I’m running. Because Calgary

is ready for that story. Calgary is ready to make
that kind of history.
There are all kinds of great reasons to be part

of this campaign, but tonight I want to tell you
about the three most important ones.
The first reason is that right now we are on

the wrong path for Canada’s future. This is the
path we must abandon–the path that this
government has set us on. Stephen Harper’s
Conservatives have lost their way, whatever way
that once was. They talk about transparency but
thrive on secrecy. They talk about openness but
demand absolute control. This government’s
path is squandering opportunity and
abandoning reason and science for short-term
profit. Instead of treating our resources as a
sacred trust and a one-time-only opportunity to
build Canada’s brightest possible future, this
government treats Canada’s natural wealth like
it’s a business in liquidation: Everything must
go! Act now! While supplies last!
And what’s more, this is a government that

takes Calgary for granted. They assume they’ll
win this seat and go back to business as usual.
At a moment when Calgary needs full federal
support to build the infrastructure it needs as
the country’s fastest growing city, Calgary’s MPs
shrug their shoulders about funding new
CTrain lines and drag their heels about paying
their promised share for new recreation
centres. In the 2011 election campaign, only one
party leader took the time to visit Calgary. Know
who it was? Elizabeth May of the Green Party,
that’s who. 
So that’s one reason to tell this story: because

we are on the wrong path, and our brightest
possible future is in danger of slipping away
from us.
This brings me to the second great reason I

want to tell this story: because this is the time
to vote Green. I know I wouldn’t have
considered running under any other banner. 
Why the Green Party? Why now? Because

only the Greens have their priorities straight.
Only the Green Party platform recognizes that
the balance between economic success and
ecological health is a false balance. The
economy is a wholly owned subsidiary of
nature–always has been, always will be. The
Green Party is the only party that recognizes
this, that sustainability is not an accessory and
a healthy planet is not a luxury. If we intend to
pass on to our children and grandchildren a
world at least as wonderful and durable as the
one we’ve prospered in, then sustainability has
to be our first priority, not an afterthought or a
marketing strategy.

This is particularly important for Calgary,
Canada’s energy capital, where
Stephen Harper’s divisive
government attacks critics of the
city’s largest industry rather than
engage them. It’s the job of
government to find common
ground between an industry and
its critics, not to pick a side and

cheerlead. The Conservatives would
like to elect another cheerleader in Calgary

Centre; I’m here to find that common ground–
a place that will serve every Calgarian, whether
they work in the oil patch or not. 
It’s time for a new conversation about

energy in Calgary Centre and all across Canada.
And the Green Party can lead that conversation.
Let me be clear about something: I don’t want
to shut down the oil patch. As Greens we want
the energy industry to succeed, and we want to
expand on that success by investing in a viable,
sustainable economy powered more and more
by renewable energy, with a robust and reliable
job market. But that brightest future won’t
come from putting all our eggs in one basket.
Let’s not just say we’re the energy capital of
Canada–let’s do it. We need a diverse energy
economy. We need to lead not just in the
extraction of fossil fuels but in technological
innovation across the energy sector. 
Calgary has the money, the people and the

technological know-how to become not just the
capital of the oil patch but a true energy capital.
A worldwide leader—for real. We launched this
campaign on Calgary’s wind-powered CTrain,
and that’s a fine start. But we’ve only just begun.
Which brings me to the main reason why I

want to tell this story. I want to tell this story
because this is Calgary’s moment. We all know
how smart and diverse and optimistic this city
is–now we need someone in Ottawa who knows
how to tell that story. This election isn’t about
party loyalties or about who lives in that house
on Sussex Drive. This by-election won’t change
the government or the balance of power in
Parliament. This election gives Calgarians a real
opportunity to send a message to Ottawa. It’s
about what kind of city Calgary is now and what
kind of representation it needs. This election is
about what kind of story Calgary wants to tell. 
I believe we want to tell a new story. A story

no one’s heard before on the national stage. I
believe we want to tell a story about how
Calgarians from every walk of life, people from
every party and people from no party, people
who’d never even voted before, all came
together. We want to tell a story full of youthful
energy, a story bursting with optimism, a story
about a young and diverse city that has found a
new voice to speak clearly and openly about its
brightest possible future. We’ve told that story
at City Hall. Now we want to tell it in the House
of Commons. It’s a story that no one’s ever
heard and many people think is impossible, a
story about how Calgary sent a Green Party
candidate who’s never run for office before to
Ottawa.
This is the story I want to tell, and I need

your help to tell it. Let’s do this thing. Thank
you. 0

“Now that I’m retired we’re �nally getting out to see the world. 
If experience has taught me anything it’s to always make sure you’re covered. 
...that’s why we get our travel insurance through Western Financial Group.”

Auto    |    Home   |    Business    |    Farm    |    Life    |    Travel    |    Pet    |   Financial Services
helping our communities with all their insurance needs

...because we live here.

To get a quick quote visit or call:

Pender Island
British Columbia
21 Driftwood Centre
(250) 629-3336

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

‘This election
gives Calgarians a
real opportunity to
send a message to

Ottawa’



Ialways wondered what my garden would be like if everyday was sunny right through September. Given that,
around the equinox, we lose about 3-6 minutes of daylight

every day, what would be the result of the best conditions you
could hope for? This is the year that I can ask for no more than
I have been given! 
I have never had such an enormous outdoor tomato crop–

gargantuan tomatoes. The pears, plums
and apples are blushing pinks and intense
red-yellows from the accumulated heat
and light. Dry petals on every flower, from
the flimsiest, most water-damage prone to
the real rain warriors, means that the
garden has never been such a riot of colour
and happy foliage. 
At Recycling this fall there is a special

blue box allocated for donated canning
jars. There have been signs up on the
bulletin boards from people looking for
fruit, and jars to can them in. What a happy
switch from the boxes of jars I have seen
going to the glass depot. 
Peas, squash and flowers have died of old

age instead of rain and dew-melt! Cutting
them down and just generally working in
the garden has been delightful. Ripping out
old growth right down to the ground and making the edges look
smart and trim, you know how surprised you’ll be next year
when that perennial sends up lush new growth in 2013! This
summer and fall of sun will be one remembered.

Hiking Through Heritage
Saturna Parks and Recreation recently revived organizing
community walks led by an Islander who has an intimate
historical connection with the area. Long-time Saturna resident,
John Gaines, took about 20 of us straight up the hill from the
‘Group of 30’ property until we intersected an old trail that
linked East Point to Lyall Harbour. The weekend before, John
and his grandson, Izaak, had tramped around, brushing out and
reconnoitering parts of the old trail. During our walk John
stopped regularly to tell stories and answer questions. 
Kathleen Ritchie used to be a regular travelers on the old

trail, coming to and from East Point Lighthouse, which was
quite remote from the rest of the Island in terms of access.
Kathleen and Andy were the lighthouse keepers for years. She
rode the trail on Buck, the one-eyed buckskin, to collect the mail
that came to Lyall Harbour wharf every two weeks, and to run
her trapline. 
At the top of the trail, by the big swamp, the McLeans had a

house that was probably accessed from
the trail’s south side. John showed us the
sill boards and the dry stonework of the
house and well lining.
In 1946, when John was seven, he

and his older sister Mary used the old
trail, then well-maintained and three- to
four-feet-wide, to get from their house on
what is now Tumbo Channel Road to
Saturna School in Lyall Harbour. The
school, located close to where it is now,
was in a converted chicken coop closer to
the water. Every school day they walked
way up the ridge and way down.
After passing the spooky scary shack

where it was rumoured a man had hung
himself, they came to the house built by
the McLeans. When it rained, John and
Mary took shelter in the tiny furnished
house. With pictures still on the wall, it

looked as if the McLeans had just walked away from it. 
Almost up to McLeans’ the trail was dark, cold and

shadowed with huge Douglas firs, cedars at intervals, and no
salal because of the darkness. The siblings kept their coats
buttoned up until they passed the big swamp and the house.
Then, suddenly they were out in the light of the south side,
where it could be brilliantly sunny and warm, and they tied their
coats around their waists. 
Someone in our walking group asked about cougars. John

told of the year everyone had heard there was a cougar in the
area. John’s father had poo-pooed the talk, and said ‘cougar or
no cougar,’ they were going to school. Later John came to know
that their father had trailed a way behind them out of their view,
to be sure they were safe! 
John conjectured that the trail had been built by locals

paying off their land taxes–an accepted practice when people
had very little cash. He showed us parts where the trail had dry
stone cribbing underneath to ensure its stability. The Missing
Link–the last piece of road in the main road system that comes
up out of Lyall Harbour north or south to the rest of the Island–
destroyed a piece of the southern trail. Skid roads for
widespread logging on Mount David East made a hash out of
the northern section of the trail. 
On the south side of Mount Lyall ridge, you can look right

along the old trail once John has shown you the graded
evenness of the its line…‘yeah, there it is!’ The land just carries
that trail like a stripe on its hide, suddenly it jumps into view.
The southern face of the trail is easier to detect. In your mind’s
eye you can see Mary Jones and her little brother John walking
along, running down the hills, scurrying past the shack, rejoicing
in the almost-home or almost-at-school ends of the trail. 
The mysterious Mr McLean, who muscled up every scrap of

metal and every planed piece of board and glass (probably in a
wheelbarrow) to build a home, looked out over the same swamp
and ridge tops that we came up and down, with John leading
and telling us what he knew and experienced of a time that is
past. 
Parks and Recreation is eager to build and create or

reconstruct trails to allow a passive type of visitation to the
Island, and showcase its beauty to locals and visitors. More
hikes are planned. 0
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PUBLIC NOTICE
RECALL AND INITIATIVE ACT

This notice is published pursuant to section 4 of the Recall and 
Initiative Act. 

Approval in principle has been granted on an application for an 
initiative petition. The petition will be issued to proponent 
Dana Larsen on Monday, November 19, 2012 and signature 
sheets must be submitted to the Chief Electoral Of�cer by 
Monday, February 18, 2013. 

The Title of the Initiative is:
An initiative to amend the Police Act. 

Summary of Initiative:
The initiative draft Bill entitled, “Sensible Policing Act” 
proposes to amend the Police Act to no longer use provincial 
police resources on the enforcement of current laws in relation 
to simple possession and use of cannabis by adults. The draft 
law would prohibit the use of provincial police resources for 
this purpose, would require police to report in detail to the 
Minister of Justice any actual use of resources for this purpose 
and why it was necessary, and require the Minister to publish 
that report. The Bill also proposes that the Province would call 
upon the Federal Government to repeal the federal prohibition 
on cannabis, or give British Columbia an exemption, such that 
British Columbia is able to tax and regulate cannabis similar to 
the regulation of alcohol and tobacco. As well it proposes that 
British Columbia shall establish a Provincial Commission to 
study the means and requirements necessary for the province 
to establish a legal and regulated model for the production and 
use of cannabis by adults. Last, the Bill would make non-
lawful possession and use of cannabis by minors an offence 
similar to possession and use of alcohol.

Opponent Registration:
Individuals or organizations who intend to incur expenses as 
opponents must apply for registration with the Chief Electoral 
Of�cer by Monday, October 22, 2012. Registration applications 
for opponents are available from Elections BC.

Initiative Advertising:
Individuals or organizations who sponsor initiative advertising, 
other than the proponent and registered opponents, must 
register with the Chief Electoral Of�cer before they conduct or 
publish initiative advertising. Registration applications are 
available from Elections BC.

Who May Sign the Petition:
Registered voters as of Monday, November 19, 2012 may sign 
the initiative petition. Individuals may only sign the petition 
once, and must sign the petition sheet for the electoral district 
in which they are registered at the time of signing. Signed 
petitions are available for public inspection.

For More Information:
The initiative application and draft Bill are available for public 
inspection on the Elections BC website and at the Elections BC 
of�ce at the address below.

Location:
Suite 100 – 1112 Fort Street, Victoria, B.C

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 9275 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, BC V8W 9J6

Phone: 250-387-5305
Toll-free: 1-800-661-8683 
Fax: 250-387-3578
Email: electionsbc@elections.bc.ca 
Website: www.elections.bc.ca 

www.elections.bc.ca / 1 - 8 0 0 - 6 6 1 - 8 6 8 3

www.islandtides.com

Saturna Notes Priscilla EwbankA fruitful alliance 
Reina LeBaron

The Hornby-Denman Growers
and Producers Alliance (GPA)
will soon celebrate its second

year as a non-profit society. Already,
with the help of significant funding from
the Economic Enhancement groups of both
islands, the GPAhas purchased a chicken plucker and associated
processing equipment, a hand-cranked stainless-steel juicepress,
electric sheepshears, and, coming soon, stainless-steel
dehydrators. To encourage and support local growing and
processing, this equipment is for rent to GPAmembers. 
A big project slowly taking shape is planning and potentially

building a storage space on Denman for the shared equipment
to be housed. This building could potentially serve as a storage
building for bulk orders of animal feed, fencing material and soil
amendments. Ideally, there will eventually be a GPA storage
building on both islands. 
This year, the GPAalso researched and produced a Local Food

and Farming Guide. The brochures were distributed to residents
and visitors to increase awareness of and access to local products
on Hornby and Denman. The new logo was designed by Tyler
Manson and is available to members to label their local products.
The GPArecently hired an administration contractor for each

island to assist with minute-taking and keeping membership
records, as well as organizing events, updating the food guides,
and finding further funding for projects promoting island
agriculture. The amazing work done by the Galiano Food Project
staff was particularly inspirational in deciding to hire people. The
GPAcontracts provide a bit of income to island residents and will
help prevent volunteer burn-out.
A terrifically successful Local Food Barbecue was held on

Denman in late June. This event featured the biggest salad ever
seen on Denman. The GPA is considering a repeat performance
next fall, when there will be an even greater abundance of fresh
food.
Hornby’s Fall Fair, held on September 16 (see photo, page 6),

was the perfect occasion to demonstrate the apple-juicer, sell
locally grown oyster burgers, and collect memberships for 2013.
The Fair is a splendid celebration of local produce, animals,
crafts, and music. It also showcases the many services provided

by non-profit societies like the GPA. 
Heron Rocks Friendship Centre Society and the GPA co-

sponsored a Seed-saving Workshop on Hornby in late
September. Seed-saving is another way to increase local
resilience and self-sufficiency. The GPAis also planning a series
Local Food Potluck & Film Nights throughout the winter (when
the long evenings keep growers inside). As most Islanders are
already well aware of the disastrous consequences of industrial-
scale agriculture, the films will focus on inspiring stories of
sustainable agriculture from around the world. The
combination of good food from the island, and success stories
from other communities should help keep the winter blues at
bay.
The GPAis truly an alliance between farmers, gardeners and

food producers of all kinds, as well as a connection between
two somewhat different islands. So far, this Alliance has
worked well in providing support for island food production.
Everyone needs food, all the better if the people who grow that
food are also friends and neighbours who contribute to all
aspects of a strong community life. 0

ALLIANCE from above left

ALLIANCE, see below right

JOHN GAINES SHARES HIS STORIES
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Did you appreciate this edition of Island Tides? Phone in
this year’s $28 voluntary subscription: 250.629.3660
(Visa/MC accepted). Thank you for your support!  
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Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing

- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

250-652-0599
www.flynn.ca

On Time & On Budget
• Foreshore Applications
• Docks • Moorings 

• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker
250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

FREE!
Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment  

REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!

Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up

also available
Gulf Islands • Victoria

Sooke • Sidney • Duncan
250-744-6842
250-732-4285

MOORINGS

Chris West 
Dive Services

250-888-7199/250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net

Dock Chain Inspection 
& Replacement

INSTALLED, SERVICED,
MAINTAINED

ISLANDS BULLETIN BOARD

AUTOMOTIVE

Technical services for

Water Wells
Aquifers

Groundwater

Hy-Geo 
Consulting

(250) 658-1701
information@hy-geo.com

www.hy-geo.com

Dave’s Drilling
& Blasting

Dave 250-537-7481
Callum 250-538-8640

“We don’t stand 
behind our work, 

we stand behind a tree.”

WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road

Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

M A R I N E  S E R V I C E S

H O M E  &  P R O P E RT Y  S E RV I C E S  

To advertise, call
250-629-3660

Call Our
Advertisers

Today!

FOR LEASE
fernhil l  
c e n t r e

Restaurant 
available for lease at the 

Fernhill Centre, on 
Mayne Island. 
Fully equipped. 

Contact: 604-221-6247

NEXT DEADLINE Wednesday, October 10  
WORD ADS $16+hst (25 words), additional words 25¢ ea  BOXED ADS B&W: $24.50/in+hst  COLOUR: $31.80/in+hst  DISCOUNTS Prepaid multi-edition series

CONTACT Sara or Christa: 250.629.3660, islandtides@islandtides.com

Close to Sidney, Victoria,
Ferries & Airport

Pick-ups arranged

Short & Long Term

Unlimited mileage 
on the Islands

Seniors’ Specials

Auto Rentals

GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788

• WATERWELLS

• HYDROFRACTURING
TO IMPROVEWELL YIELDS

• DRILLING FOR GEOSOURCE

An Island Family Business for 
47 Years!

1-800-746-7444 
250-537-8456

www.drillwell.com          
drill@drillwell.com 

GETAWAYS
Breezy Bay B&B. 1890s farmhouse
on Saturna Island. Open this fall &
winter from $75/night. Book house
for events and holidays; weekly and
monthly rental rates available.
www.breezybaybb.ca | 250.539.5957 EMPLOYMENT

ECE/Experienced childcare worker
needed at Dragonfly Child Care Centre,
Pender Island. 25 hours/week. Info:
www.dragonflycentre.ca, 250.629.3039.

FOR SALE
20 acres, SW Lasqueti Island. Ideal
for homesteading, over 125 fruit & nut
trees, timber, full southern exposure,
springs, 7 acres cleared, fenced,
ditched. 10-minute walk to Squitty
Bay park & dock. 1 bedroom cottage.
Nice land, good deal. Zoning allows 2
houses & 2 guest cottages. Asking
$399,000. 250.333.8768, Peter or
Susie. MLS#341360. 

Serving all the Gulf IslandsServing all the Gulf Islands

250.537.6343250.537.6343
bluediamondstoneworks.cabluediamondstoneworks.ca

blue diamondblue diamond
STONEWORKSSTONEWORKS

Walls 
Patios 
Fences

Planters
Chimneys
Walkways FOR RENT

Pender Island: 4 bed, 2 bath house
w/fenced yard & garden. Near Hope
Bay. References required, no dogs.
Available Oct 15/Nov 1. $950/mo plus
utilities. lauraluris@hotmail.com

WANTED
Old glass sliding doors for recycling
re-use project. 250.629.3964 (Pender)

MEETINGS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands). 
A regular meeting of the Board 
of School Trustees will be held 
at Fulford Community Elementary,
102 Southridge Road, Salt Spring
Island, Wednesday, October 10, 2012
commencing at 1pm. To view the
agenda for this  meeting:
http://sd64.bc.ca/district/school-
board-meetings/. Public Welcome!  

www.islandtides.com

Rainwater Harvesting
With the rainy season on the way, you might be
thinking about putting a system in place to harvest
some of the ‘wet coast’ bounty this winter. Who better
to talk to than Island Tides advertiser BARRPlastics?
Since 1985, BARR has provided plastic tanks for
hundreds of water, rainwater and septic tank
installations on the Gulf Islands. They have become
a leader in the supply of all manner of rain harvesting
tanks, components and design assistance for rain
harvesting systems (RWH). 
Not only that, BARR is the Canadian National

Distributor for world leading manufacturer GRAF
RWH systems. The nest-able and modular nature of
GRAF tanks makes them ideal for remote access
locations, such as the Islands, as they have an 80%
freight advantage over conventional one-piece tanks.
The GRAF systems are ‘plug and play’ so there is not
a lot of design work to create a system.
Contact the knowledgeable staff at BARR today to

discuss your system requirements (see ad, page 7.)
Save On Home Building

Just as ambitious folk are starting to plan their spring
builds, Trafalgar Homes announced its Fall HSTSavings
Event, and a promise to beat any package price! 
If you are waiting for the HST to be eliminated in

April (even with the Government’s interim rebate
program in effect), you don’t have to wait that long.
Trafalgar is now offering 12% off the package portion
of your build, and will offer you the best price
available in the market today. ‘Bring us any quote on
any package deal and we will beat it,’ says Nadine.
Looks like it’s time to do away with the HST! (See
Trafalgar’s ad, page 3.) 0

Biz BuzzIrecently went to
MacLaing Park in
Courtenay to see what

they are doing to improve the
lower channel of Brooklyn
Creek. I left my truck at the
park entrance and spent a
half-hour walking and
listening to the muted gurgle
of low water in the creek. 
The current lowwater,

due to a long dry spell, is
concerning when
speculating about problems
for salmon returning in
October. The fish rely on fall
rains to enter the stream and
replenish their species. 
Regardless of the

challenges of the coming spawning season, this quiet little gem of a
park casts a spell on all who walk its secluded, winding, forested
paths embroidered by shy woodland plants. 
As I came out into the open area of the old fruit farm and nut

orchard, I spotted the work that inspired this column. The boys in
the picture are standing in the newly created spawning and rearing
channel that is a work in progress nurtured by a reliable source of
groundwater that runs into the lower channel of Brooklyn Creek.
The design layout and current work of the channel was done by
Rupert Wong and his environmental consulting company. The
funding for the work was provided jointly by the Pacific Salmon
Foundation (40%) and the Town of Comox Parks Department
(60%). 
The channel is about 140-meters-long and contains spawning

gravel and equally important stillwater pools protected with
submerged logs, referred to as woody debris. With a constant
supply of groundwater throughout the year, it will provide a place
for coho salmon to spawn. After the little salmon emerge from the
gravel nursery, they can live and grow for a year in the small deeper
pools of the channel before they smolt and go out to sea for two
more years. Think of it as maternity ward and elementary school

all wrapped into one
small channel for little
coho from Brooklyn
Creek. There is still
much work to be done
on the banks of the
channel by way of
planting 500 channel-
friendly trees and
shrubs. If you would like
to get involved with this
vital work give Dave
Davies a call at our local
department of Fisheries
and Oceans Office in
Comox.
In the Pacific Salmon

Foundation (PSF)
Keystone Species

Annual Magazine celebrating 25 years of bringing salmon back,
stream-by-stream, PSF President and CEO Dr Brian Riddell wrote
a sobering essay on the challenges of the next 25 years, which will
will have the added challenges of accelerating climate change.
However, with increased knowledge and scientific advancement in
salmonids enhancement, we have a future for this magnificent
keystone species. 
Looking up a suitable definition for ‘keystone species’, I settled

on the concept that salmon are important keystones for the arches
of life that depend on the streams, lakes, rivers, estuaries and
marine waters of the Strait of Georgia and beyond. For the past 25
years over 35,000 volunteers have spent huge amounts of energy
and money to rebuild and assure a future for our precious seven
races of pacific salmon in hundreds of enhancement projects. The
genetically-defined pacific salmon species are: pink, chinook,
sockeye, coho, chum, steelhead trout, and cutthroat trout (as
outlined in the Keystone Species Magazine). 
The title of Riddell’s article, ‘Everything is One’ comes from a

First Nations belief system. As he notes, this is such a simple
expression of ‘ecosystem-based management’ used in modern
science. 0



Contrary to popular mythology, cognitive science has
demonstrated that we are not rational. Most of our
beliefs, understandings, attitudes and decisions are

intuitive. That is, they arise as a direct result of experience trying
to make sense of the world. We rationalize after the fact—
philosophers call it justification. At home, in the garden, at work
and while driving a backroad, we absorb the landscape simply
by looking at it. There it becomes entrenched in our limbic
cortex, forever informing how we think and how we react to food
on the plate, the CBCnews and oncoming vehicles. It is essential
then that the inside of our home is comforting, supportive and
reflects our beliefs, values and culture. The entrance to our home
and the picture view from each window likewise set us up for
‘coming home’ or making the next decision. As Yi-Fu Tuan says
in Topophilia, we construct a ‘mental world to mediate between
ourselves and external reality…in order to feel at home in nature.’
Call it a survival technique.
Framing a personal space is a modern idea. It goes back to the

early 17th century, with the invention of the theatrical stage and
the window. Invented by architect Inigo Jones, the proscenium
arch (and curtains) framed the stage. The window (also given
curtains), invented in France, framed the view looking both ways.
Nowadays we take it for granted that the view from the deck and
the glimpse into a lighted room are scenes of nature and of
someone else’s life. Thus the placement of every feature in the
house and garden also become subsumed into our worldview. In
this sense, it is true that ‘the world is a stage.’
Standing in front of the kitchen window, what do you see? I

suggest the kitchen window because we often spend more time
there than looking out the livingroom window. If the view is
gratifying, you have done the right thing. You are looking at the
forest, the rose garden or that shiny new truck you just bought.
If you would rather not look at the view from your kitchen
window because it reminds you of the garbage that needs
sorting or the neighbour’s collection of tires, then do something
about it. Sort the damn garbage or plant an oak tree.
In the English school of landscape gardening they have the

term ‘zone of influence,’ which is simply the area over which you
can exert some control. If you do not like to look at the forest,
move. If the neighbour’s garbage is an eyesore, then bribe her
with a bottle of wine or plant a cedar hedge; the first is cheaper
and quicker. 
Speaking of hedges: there is one thing worse than creating a

prison with steel posts and wire netting, and that is a row of
identical young trees treated like military recruits planted too
close together as though they were on parade. Screening a shed
or shaping a view with trees and bushes is a very effective way
of suggesting control. But do it with mixed plantings of different
species with various colours and textures. Bear in mind that they
will look quite different in winter if they are deciduous. Unless
you are very tight for space, screens need not be in a straight
line; even the Parthenon looks better for an accidental drift of

pine trees along the slope. If what you are screening or framing
is the forest, then a careful selection of native plants and varietals
can support the distant view and soften the near view with
minimal intrusion. 
October and November are the ideal times for planting trees

and bushes as it gives them time to establish a root system, and
the winter rains are far more effective than your efforts with a
bucket and hose. Finally, before making any decisions about
planting trees, walk around the site and look at it from every
possible angle and distance to ensure you have the optimum
location because once a tree is established, it grows.  
If sunshine is what you thrive on, try planting a few drifts of

daffodils, symbolic suns. The shorter alpine varieties will flower
first in late February-March, while the classic Alfred varieties will
brighten up your life for weeks in the rainy days of March-April.
In this season of mellow fruitfullness, our dinner often

consists of bread, tomatoes, cheese, a glass of wine, and a bowl
of fruit with coffee. With such a late, wet spring and later dry
summer there is still a lot of fruit to be had: excellent plums,
apples, berries and green tomatoes. 0
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We invite people passionate about islands and island life to submit
proposals and get involved in this exciting conference. 
See our website for details or give us a call.

Proposal deadline: November 30, 2012
Conference dates:  May 10, 11, 12, 2013

2013 Conference

Island Studies: West Coast Canada & Beyond
By Islanders, For Islanders, About Islanders and Islands

250-247-8953 islandstudiesconference2013.org

Russell Nursery, Island Agent for Halls Greenhouses
1370 Wain Road, North Saanich, BC (first exit off ferry)
250-656-0384    www.russellnursery.com/greenhouses

Year-round gardening starts here… all you need is a greenhouse!
Halls English Greenhouses are known for high quailty & affordability. 

Five models, 6 or 8ft wide, 4 to14ft long. Easy to assemble kits. 
See our website for details. 

+ = and

The Water System Experts 
Since 1972

Authorized BC Distributor
www.vanislewater.com

Your Island Dealers
Windsor Plywood Slegg Lumber Streamline Plumbing

Peter Clarke 250.537.5564 Marc Rasmussen 250.537.4978 Jay Bourdin 250.653.2026

Schooner Point Electric
Paul Barber 250.629.3935

Earthsmart Solutions
Kurtis Rentz 250.228.5511

Ultraviolet (UV) water disinfection is a proven, affordable, 
environmentally friendly technology that can help to ensure the 

safety of your water supply.

www.uvdynamics.com

October Garden Calendar
Brian Crumblehulme
A building that ignores its context is crazy, because it lacks a crucial ingredient—meaning. —Witold Rybczynski

The historic Harbour House Hotel on Salt Spring Island
is excited to announce new programs and tours this fall,
advancing their efforts to operate sustainably. After

participating in the Salt Spring Farm Tour on September 29-
30, the next new program, in October, will focus on wild edible
mushroom collecting. Following that, there will be workshops
about winter gardens, seed saving, medicinal plants and organic
pesticides.
Harbour House is unique in the way it does business,

featuring an organic farm right behind the hotel, complete with
goats. When owner Jack Woodward purchased the hotel,
restaurant and farm, he and his wife brought the gardens back
from a state of neglect, and now they are producing enough to
feed their guests. 
Chef Nate Catto and farmer Rob Scheres work together year-

round to accommodate the menu, depending on the season.
‘The idea is to make this place able to get out of bringing produce
from California, New Zealand, et cetera, and grow our own on-
site, and be able to maintain that in a way that is sustainable for
this planet,’ explained Tania Aguila, Program Director for
Harbour House. 
As the largest accommodation provider on Salt Spring,

Harbour House accepts group bookings too. There is a board
room available, but even if you head there on a work trip, the
beautiful harbour view will make it seem not like work!
As we head into this century of people growing more of their

own food, and avoiding toxic pesticides, Harbour House is ‘a
great example of how a business can make money, not at the
cost of the environment,’ says Aguila. 0

Serious about food on SSI
Sara Miles

In the garden at Harbour House Hotel, Salt Spring Island. 

Did you appreciate this edition? Please call in your voluntary $28 subscription today: 250.629.3660.
Limited Time Offer For 1st-Time Subscribers: Double your sub to $56 & get an Island tides T-shirt! 

Cod With Plum
Bake fresh cod, basted with canola & ground black pepper, then
add sauce:
G Gently fry until transparent: ½ cup chopped onion, 2-3 chopped
garlic cloves, 2-3 tsp canola. 

G Add: ½ lb stoned plums (damson or Italian), ground chili to
taste, pinch of salt, chopped parsley.

G Stir and cook gently until soft.
G Pour half the sauce over the fish, sprinkle with toasted pine nuts
and serve immediately. Serve remaining sauce in a bowl.

Grilled Pumpkin
Cut a small ripe pumpkin into thin slices (giant Hallowe’en ones
tend to be tasteless). Pat dry and place on a buttered baking sheet.
Mix together fresh grated Parmesan, chopped parsley, chopped
garlic and black pepper with a little lime juice, some cornflakes
and enough sour cream to bind it together. Oil the pumpkin slices
and cover with the mixture. Bake at 375º for about 30min until
pumpkin is just soft and topping crisp. Serve hot with lime
wedges, sour cream and…

Green Tomato Chutney
3½ lbs chopped green/under-ripe tomatoes, 1 lb chopped onion,
1 lb golden raisins, 1 cup grated green apple, 3 cups sugar, 1 cup
apple cider, ½ cup grated ginger, salt, pepper, cayenne.
Gently simmer all the ingredients in a heavy skillet for about

1hr, stirring occasionally. Add a cup of chopped mint leaves and
return to low heat for a few minutes more. 
Serve hot and fresh, or can in sterilized jars. Place in a hot

water bath and steam for another 10 minutes. They should keep
for six months but in our house we eat them a lot sooner. 

hFall For Fresh Flavours h


