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Parks’ operations
building
accredited for
sustainability
Parks Canada’s new Operations Centre
for Gulf Islands National Park Reserve is
the most environmentally-friendly
federal building in the country. The
building on Harbour Road in Sidney is
the first to receive the Canada Green
Building Council’s LEED (Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design)
Platinum accreditation for achievements
in environmental sustainability in the
building’s construction.
Annoucing the designation on
Friday, September 22, Local MLA,
Environment Minister Gary Lunn
commented, ‘While all new Government
of Canada buildings must meet Gold
PARKS BUILDING, please turn to page 3

Air quality index
launched in BC
A pilot study for a new Air Quality
Health Index (AQHI) that provides
forecasts on air quality similar to the UV
Index has been launched in eight BC
communities.
BC
municipal
governments are the first to partner with
the federal government in the project.
Public testing began in the fall of
2005 in four communities in the
Thompson-Okanagan region. The
current pilot study is an expansion of
last year’s test. It encompasses the
Greater Vancouver Regional District
and eight communities across the
province including: Kamloops, Vernon,
Osoyoos, Nanaimo, Victoria, Quesnel,
Prince George and Kelowna.
Health Canada scientists estimated
that in eight Canadian cities, a total of
5,900 deaths, or 8% of all deaths in these
cities, could be linked to air pollution
every year. Research also shows that poor
air quality sends thousands more
Canadians to hospital each year.
The World Health Organization
recently estimated that 800,000 deaths
per year worldwide, or 1.4% of all
deaths, could be attributed to urban
outdoor-air pollution.
The AQHI will provide information
about: the level of health risk; actions to
take to minimize health effects; forecasts
of health risk from air quality; and
information on how to reduce air
pollution. The AQHI is accessible at
www.airplaytoday.org. i
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Islands Trust takes
stand on Kyoto and
climate change
At the September Islands Trust Council meeting,
trustees voted in favour of a resolution regarding the
Kyoto Protocol and climate change. Only one trustee
voted against the resolution.
Council resolved as follows:
1. That the Islands Trust Council request the Chair
to write to the federal government and ask it to renew
its commitment to the reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions as established in Canada’s ratification of
the Kyoto Protocol.
2. That the Islands Trust Council request the
Local Planning Committee to consider the topic of
adaptive planning—including measures that Local
Trust Committees could incorporate in Official
Community Plans and Land Use Bylaws—to mitigate
the potential impacts of climate change.
3. That the Islands Trust Council request the
Executive Committee, Local Trust Committees and
the Bowen Island Municipality to take opportunities
to encourage island residents and visitors to be aware
of the significant impact of climate change on our
communities and the natural environment and to
take steps to reduce their emissions of greenhouse
gases.
4. That the draft Strategic Plan include, under
‘Protect and Enhance the Natural Environment,’
adaptive planning to mitigate the potential impact of
climate change. i
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A South Pender view, graced by the work of sculptor Stan Oglov.

California whales seeking colder
water to feed ~ Patrick Brown

BC Green Party leader
steps down

In early September, passengers aboard a
small plane flying over Queen Charlotte
Strait between Haida Gwaii and Port
Hardy were astonished to see a large
school of humpbacked whales. They were
even more astonished to see five or six
blue whales, each fifty to sixty feet long.
The whales were feeding at either ends
of a marine cloud of krill, many miles
long. Krill, inch-long shrimp-like fish, are
a key link in the ocean food chain. The
unexpected presence of these whales
feeding in BC waters is another sign that a
California-style climate is on its way to
BC. It also solves a mystery.

Climate change, the other suspect in the
disappearance of California’s krill, is not
also not equally distributed. Currently, the
greatest year-over-year temperature rises
are in the Arctic, but the next greatest are
over the high latitude land masses of the
northern hemisphere, including western
North America. The Pacific coastline is
affected by both continental warming and
the sea-surface temperature.
For Canada as a whole, the summer of
2006 was the second warmest on record,
at 1.4ºC above normal. (The record high
was 1.8ºC above the norm in 1998, the last
El Niño peak year.)

On September 24, Adriane Carr, Green Party of BC leader,
announced her intention to step down as party leader at the end
of November 2006. Carr led the party through two elections
(2001 and 2005), establishing the Green Party as BC’s third
major political party. Her decision reflects her commitment to
ensuring Green politics move ahead in the next provincial
election in 2009.
‘After seeing the excitement the Green Party leadership race at
the federal level generated, I am sure that we can attract new
members to the party by holding a vibrant leadership contest with
new faces,’ said Carr. ‘British Columbians are embracing Green
policies and I believe the best way for the party to continue
building momentum is to open the door to new leadership.’
‘I have thoroughly enjoyed my time as leader, meeting and
talking with people across the province and raising issues I feel
passionate about. The BC Green Party has moved forward
tremendously and accomplished a lot. I believe it will continue
to grow in influence.
‘Many of the policies of government today were first
articulated by Greens. We were the first party to seriously
champion electoral reform in order to make our democracy
work better. We were also the first to raise red flags over
provincial fire preparedness and 2010 Olympic budget
overruns. We were the first party to suggest the banning of junk
food in school cafeterias, which is now being phased in. Our
Green Party has been the strong political voice citizens have
counted on in campaigns to stop the Duke Point power plant,
halt uranium mining and raw log exports, stop offshore oil
development, ban fish farms, promote renewable energy,
replace the car-focused Gateway project with better transit, and
support local, organic farming as a reliable food source. The list
is long and will only grow as Greens make policy that makes
sense for our province and for the people.’
During the 2005 Annual General Meeting of the BC Green
Party, Carr won a resounding 80% vote of confidence in her
leadership of the party. Over the last 6 years, the BC Green Party,
under Carr’s leadership, has garnered a steady 10% of the
popular vote and much higher percentages in her own and other
ridings. Carr participated in the last election’s televised debate,
in which many commentators and citizens said she shone.
‘While I am sad to leave such a solid and committed team, I

KRILL, please turn to page 2

GREEN PARTY, please turn to page 6

California’s Disappearing
Krill Resurfacing
Further North
In 2004, the Monterey Bay scientists
monitoring the Monterey Bay, Farallones
Islands (off San Francisco) and Cordell
Banks National Marine Sanctuaries off
California raised the alarm that the usual
enormous schools of krill had not shown
up. Neither had the whales that feed on
the krill.
Krill are associated with cold-water
upwelling in the ocean. Scientists
associated the failure of the krill ‘crop’
with a warmer-than expected trend in the
California current, which flows offshore
from Baja California to British Columbia.
(2004 was expected to be part of the
colder phase of the El Niño cycle.)
In 2005, the krill did not arrive again.
Seabirds found little to feed their young,
and their numbers were severely reduced.
In March 2006, the Pacific Fishery
Management Council recommended to
the US National Marine Fisheries Service
that krill fishing be banned. The states

involved, including Alaska, had already
banned fishing for krill, which are caught
for feed for salmon farms; this would be a
federal ban.

The El Niño Effect
El Niño is a cyclical, and somewhat
irregular, change in surface temperatures
and ocean currents of the Pacific Ocean.
Typically, the 15-20 year cycle is most
pronounced between 180º longitude (the
dateline)and the west coast of the
Americas. The greatest rise in
temperature occurs around the equator.
However, El Niño affects the western
Pacific all the way to Alaska, influencing
the climate of the entire Pacific Coast.
This September, Pacific equatorial
waters were already 1.1ºC above the 19822000 base period. (Forecasts for the
expected cyclical peak temperature in
February, 2007, ranged from 0.7ºC to
2.2ºC above the norm, generally regarded
as a moderate El Niño.)

Climate Change and the
Pacific Coast

new locations at Tsawwassen & Horseshoe Bay terminals!
H av e y o u s po t te d o ur n ew f er r y b o xe s y e t? A t th e T S A WW A S S EN T ER M I NA L b o xe s a r e l o c at ed o ut si de t h e
f o ot pa s se n ge r t e r m i n a l ; o n t he so u th s i de o f t he c e n tr a l w a s h r oo m b l o c k; c l os e t o t h e c o n tr o l t ow e r w as h r oo m s ;
a l o ng s i de L an e 2 0  s ou t h s i de o f G u l f I s l a n ds a n d D u ke Po i n t l a n e s  ; an d i n t w o bo x e s a l o n gs i d e L a ne 4 5  f a r s i d e
o f th e S w ar t z B a y- bo u n d l a n es . Lo o k fo r o u r yel l o w l o go !
A t HO R S ES H O E B A Y b ox e s a r e l o c at e d n e x t to t h e f r o nt o f La n e 1 ; o u ts i d e D e pa r t ur e s; at t he f oo t o f t h e s ta i r s
n e x t t o t h e B ow e n I s l a nd l a ne s; a n d i n t h e N a n i am o - b ou n d f o o t p as s e n ge r w ai t i n g r o o m  L a ne 70  o n th e u p p e r
l e v el b y t he La n gd a l e l a n es .
I f I s l an d T i d e s c om p a r tm e nt s a r e e m pt y , o r s o m e o t h e r p u b l i c a ti o n i s i n ou r sp a c e , y ou c an h e l p b y l e tt i n g us
k no w s o t ha t we c an p er f ec t o u r ne w s y s te m .
P h o ne : 25 0 - 6 2 9 - 36 6 0 , F a x 25 0 - 6 2 9 - 38 3 8, Em a i l : i s l a n dt i d es @i sl a n dt i d es . c o m
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Dealing with Government XXVII ~ Patrick Brown

Branding Government
AT FULFORD HARBOUR

OCTOBER
Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

03
TU

0704
1503
2045

2.6
10.5
7.9

0.8
3.2
2.4

11
WE

04
WE

0048
0759
1527
2112

12
TH

0219
0847
1548
2145
0340
0931
1607
2222

2.7
0.9
3.2
2.1
2.8
1.1
3.2
1.7
2.9
1.3
3.3
1.2

1.3
10.8
9.2
10.2
1.6
10.8
9.5
9.5

05
TH

8.9
3.6
10.2
6.9
9.2
3.6
10.5
5.6

0116
0938
1408
1810
0207
1050
1605
1837

13
FR

0302
1156

2.3
11.2

0.4
3.3
2.8
3.1
0.5
3.3
2.9
2.9
0.7
3.4

14
SA

0403
1253

3.0
10.8

0.9
3.3

15
SU
DI

0509
1339
2029
2240

1.1
3.3
2.4
2.4

16
MO

0615
1415
2048

3.6
10.8
7.9
7.9
3.9
10.5
7.2

17
TU

0048
0714
1442
2109

7.9
4.6
10.2
6.6

2.4
1.4
3.1
2.0

18
WE

0216
0803
1502
2128

8.2
5.2
10.2
5.6

2.5
1.6
3.1
1.7

MA

ME

JE

06
FR
VE

07
SA
SA

08
SU
DI

09
MO
LU

10
TU
MA

9.5
4.3
10.8
3.9

0454
1015
1627
2302

9.8
5.6
10.8
2.6

0604
1101
1649
2344
0714
1152
1714

10.2
6.9
10.8
1.6

3.0
1.7
3.3
0.8
3.1
2.1
3.3
0.5

10.5
7.9
10.8

3.2
2.4
3.3

0028
0825
1251
1742

1.3
10.5
8.9
10.5

0.4
3.2
2.7
3.2

ME

JE

VE

SA

LU

MA

ME

1.2
3.2
2.2
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hose of us who have only just become accustomed to the
pseudo-bilingual style of the federal government, as
manifested in Elections Canada, Transport Canada, etc.
will be surprised to find that Mr Harper’s group has decided to
call themselves ‘Canada’s New Government’ (‘Le Nouveau
Gouvernement du Canada’). This is a ‘brand new’ piece of
promotional branding.
Clearly, the alternative ‘Canada’s Minority Government’ was
unacceptable. Never mind that ‘Canada’s New Government’ in
due course may also become ‘Canada’s Old Government’ or even
‘Canada’s Previous Government’; ‘new’ is always better than
‘old’, isn’t it? (Quiet in the back row, please.) In the iconic words
of the Barenaked Ladies, ‘Everything old is new again’.
This new style started to manifest itself in press releases as
early as April this year, and has been slowly spreading like a
cancer through the utterances and publications of the new gang
in Ottawa.
And, what’s more, the new title has several different tag lines,
depending on where you find it: ‘Working for you’ implies that
the ‘old’ government was working for someone else, or maybe
not working at all; ‘Getting things done’ (what things?); ‘For all
of us’ (who is us?); ‘Les resultats parlent’ (the results speak?);
‘On tient parole’ (keeping our word?). The french versions follow
an old Canadian political tradition of conveying a different
message than the english, but are equally empty of meaning.

T

KRILL from page 1
Except for the springs of 2002 and 2004, temperatures for
every season have been above long-term averages for the last
nine years. On Canada’s Pacific Coast, the summer of 2006 was
the fourth driest on record (ask Tofino). 2006 was the eleventh
warmest, with 2005 the seventh warmest, and 2004 the second
warmest. 1998, with El Niño, was the third warmest.

California-style Climate Coming

Floats • Ramps • Moorings • Pile Driving

Some climatologists have estimated that climatic zones are
moving towards the poles at a rate of about 25 miles every ten
years. Clearly, a California-style climate is on its way north and
some years will be way in advance of the trend.
In the southern Strait of Georgia, the coming year could see
temperatures up to 2ºC above the long-term warming trend, this
would give the area temperatures normally associated with
places 250 miles to the south.
Adding in the long-term trend, our climate next spring could
be that of Portland, Oregon in the 1950s. (If it seems to long-time
residents that the coast doesn’t get as many snowy winters, they
are correct.)

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

HAPPY THANKSGIVING
TO ALL ISLAND TIDES
READERS!

Olympic Copyrights
‘Canada’s New Government’ is, however, not as thorough as the
people who are putting on the Olympic winter games in
DEALING WITH GOVERNMENT, please turn to page 7

Island Marine Construction
Ph: 250-537-9710

A New Tradition?
The traditional ‘Government of Canada / Gouvernement du
Canada’ was straightforward, non-partisan and non-political. Its
apparent replacement, ‘Canada’s New Government,’ is clearly an
attempt to make a political statement using public money.
It’s also clear that this new slogan is intended for everyone’s
use. But, like all government publications, it’s now copyrighted
under the Copyright Act, so you need permission to use it.
Copyright clearance is granted, or not granted, upon
application, involving completion of a three-page form which
requires the applicant to disclose who he is, what government
material he wishes to reproduce or publish and how, how many
copies, where they will be distributed, and the purpose
(commercial, non-commercial, educational, free distribution,
advertising, promotional, or other), and if it is to be sold, what
will be the price.
The Crown Copyright and Licensing section promises to
review each request within 48-hours of receipt, get someone to
make a decision within ten days, and reply within 48-hours of
the decision—the total could be two weeks. In the meantime, you
can use whatever terms you please, but not the government’s.

Rate of Change Faster than Plants
Can Move?
While climatic zones may be moving northward at 25 miles per
decade, land-bound plants, animals,and insects can’t. It’s
estimated that their speed of migration is limited to about 4
miles per decade, which means that if you are a plant living at
your southerly climatic limit, you may not be able to keep within
the climate your ecology requires and be eradicated by heat or
the drought.

Fish Migration Patterns Changing
Fishers off the BC coast have reported large southern species—
rays and sunfish—during the past year. Salmon from the Fraser
River return from the ocean around the north end of Vancouver
Island rather than via Juan de Fuca.
In the oceans, the food cycle may not be so dependent on
rooted plants. That’s why the krill, and the whales that feed on
them, have an advantage; they can respond relatively quickly to
changing ocean temperatures. i

Give your money a
good place to grow.
3.75%
1

4.00%
1

4.65%
5

A premium rate and
the freedom to cash after 90 days.

An outstanding
short term rate.

Perfect balance of rate and
ﬂexibility to redeem on
anniversary dates.

YEAR

CASHABLE
TERM DEPOSIT*

YEAR

NON-REDEEMABLE
TERM DEPOSIT*

**

YEAR

REDEEMABLE STEP-UP
TERM DEPOSIT*

When you invest with Island Savings, you can feel good knowing you are investing on the Islands. And with these
special term deposit rates, you can feel good about your returns. It’s the choice, ﬂexibility and security* you want
in a powerful investment that’s also RRSP-eligible.
Don’t miss these limited time rates. Come in today and see for yourself why it’s good to be here.

* Each ‘Separate Deposit’ as deﬁned by Regulations is guaranteed up to $100,000 by the Credit Union Insurance Corporation. Interest rates subject to change without notice. ** 5th year rate.
BRENTWOOD 544-4041
MAYFAIR MALL

CEDAR 722-7073

CHEMAINUS 246-3273

385-4476 MILL BAY 743-5534

DOUGLAS & BROUGHTON OPENING SOON

SALT SPRING 537-5587

SHAWNIGAN 743-5395

DUNCAN 746-4171

WEST SHORE 474-7262

LADYSMITH 245-0456

LAKE COWICHAN 749-6631

WOODGROVE CENTRE 390-7070

www.ISCU.com
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
great mix of fall migrating birds, winter settlers and yearround residents is noticeable on Saturna. Juncos, robins,
and varied thrushes are commonly seen. Nuthatches,
pileated woodpeckers, red shafted flickers, and fox sparrows
seem more evident because they are noisy birds—lots of low
flying in and out of bushes, calling, and drumming on trees. All
of this bird action is very entertaining! Scott Lambert and Mei
Man Lee had a hummingbird go whizzing by them at their place
in Winter Cove—she must be confused by climate change!
This is such a bonus year for Gulf Islands’ gardens and
orchard fruit. If you had water to irrigate, all of that sun has
brought the biggest and best tomatoes ever grown and the fruit
in the orchards is magnificent.
The lower, slanting sunlight at this time of the year highlights
colors and spaces differently. It also highlights forgotten parts of
the house magnifying cobwebs, spider refuse piles, dust bunnies,
and places that really do need a repair or touch-up. No wonder
fall and spring cleaning is traditional.

A

Cougar Tale
I have been thinking about cougars and grouse populations and
what kind of a difference it must make to our ecological balance to
have these two populations so dramatically declined in our times.
Two books by Gulf Islander Joe Garner give good accounts of
cougar and grouse populations. The books, Never Fly Over an
Eagles Nest and Never a Time to Trust, chronicle life on Salt
Spring for the Garner family during the 1920s and ’30s.
Coincidentally, Joe Garner’s last sibling, Albert, died this week
and also a cougar was hit by a truck and killed on Pat Bay
highway at Sayward Road on September 23.
Every couple of years on Saturna, somebody ‘sees’ a cougar.
The last verified sighting occurred forty years ago on July 2,
1966. The story begins that Gordy McFadden, a teenager whose
parents owned the dock store, said he had seen one. Later Barry
Crooks also reported seeing a cougar. Barry’s sighting, as he was
a woodsman, caused much more concern in the community.
Bill Lawson, who was working at the shale plant at the time,
ending up shooting the cougar. Bill and Irene lived in the old
farmhouse at Winter Cove. They had four young kids and there
were lots more on the Island in those days. The kids walked
along the roads and mainly played outdoors; kids and cougars
are a worrisome combination.
Bill reports that he and Irene and their four kids, Danny, Dale,
Debbie and Stephen, drove down to Narvaez Bay to see if they saw
any sign of the cougar. Bill related that Irene was driving, and he
had a rifle in the passenger side. He had instructed Irene that if
they saw a cougar, Irene was to drive very quickly and stop
immediately at the place where it disappeared into the woods.
After seeing nothing at Narvaez Bay they decided to try East
Point. Just as they got to the Tsawout/Tseycum Reserve western
boundary, a limping deer came up to the road from the beach
with the cougar stalking behind it. Irene drove to where the
cougar went into the salal and Bill climbed on the car hood to see
better into the forest. The cougar was right there looking at him,
he shot the cougar in the neck and it went down immediately.
Not trusting it was dead, Bill circled way around and shot it once
more. The young, barren female was indeed dead. Bill said she
was very heavy, too heavy for him to pull out of the bush.
They drove back to the shale plant in Winter Cove, now the
baseball diamond, and tried to get Al Kerr to help move the
cougar’s body; Al wouldn’t believe him for the longest time.
Teacher/principal Taimi Hindmarch brought all the kids the
next day to see the cougar, which was about six and half feet
from head to tail.
The Lawsons had the head stuffed in Esquimalt, after it
rested in Irene’s freezer for about 6 months. The cougar’s head
resided in Lawson’s store until they moved off Saturna Island
and now it is in the recreation room of their house up-Island,
and their children are alive and well and all grown up.

Jim and Jody Bavis have been spearheading landscaping and
building projects on the site. Jody has cleared, bordered, and
fertilized a lovely area at the entrance and is planting it with
donated plants and seeds that do well under dry conditions.
(Jody says the next project is rainwater catchment for summer
watering, as Recycling should certainly be setting the example!)
Graeme Bregani and Jim have also built a wooden table topped
with a metal tray to sort and accumulate oil.
Jim Bavis has built a sturdy workbench out of recycled wood
for testing donated appliances while the owner is present, to see
that the appliances still function. Under his lovely sun-or-rain
umbrella, with his radio going, the ever-cheerful and
experienced Mr Bavis will be the ‘Welcoming Committee’ and
assessor of donations.
Local famous artist Jack Campbell is painting a large sign
that will incorporate all the information from the little signs that
now perch on the gate.
Recycling is always glad to have more people volunteer to
take shifts. Jody has designed nametags for all the volunteers
from red plastic jar caps worn with a safety pin. With Jody’s
couture abilities, she is turning red t-shirts donated to Recycling
into smocks that say ‘volunteer’. What more could you want in a
volunteer organization? You get a badge, a uniform, a lovely
working environment, and a noble cause!
All the Islands are losing full-time residents and gaining parttime residents. If you are a part-time Islander, consider being a
working part of the community and volunteering on an
‘irregular’ regular basis. To maintain the volunteer services we
all appreciate, come and be a part of the team. Recycling is a fun
place to meet people and to get to know the Island.

LANCE VAESEN ROOFING
1184 SUMMIT AVE, VICTORIA

STANDING SEAM METAL ROOFING
FO R W AT ER COLLECTION SYSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE, SHAKE & SHINGLE

250-381-2157

CELL 250-361-5028

FAX 250-383-2198

Serving the Gulf Islands for 21 Years

"From the first Blue Sky
Architecture have been
regionalists in the best
sense of the term. They
have been deeply involved
with the ecology and
topography of southern
British Columbia and its
wonderful interweave of sea,
forest, and rock ."

Gulf Islands Historical Federation
The Annual General Meeting of the Gulf Islands Branch of the
BC Historical Federation was held Saturday, September 16 at the
community hall. Members came from Galiano and Pender.
Chairperson Andrew Loveridge from Galiano convened the
meeting and stated that due to there being so many visitors from
Saturna Island that they would start right off with guest speaker
Pat Carney and conduct business at the end of the meeting.
Pat Carney, Sandi Crowley and Dan Thachuk spoke about
Saturna Community Hall. Their objective, as identified by
Community Club members, is to have the Community Hall
achieve heritage status. Finished in 1933, the hall serves the
community well.
Pat Carney’s question was what social and cultural function
does the community hall serve? It was fascinating to hear
Islanders’ responses to her question. Jim Campbell said,’ the hall
is used as an extension of home, it functions as a large living
room. If I have a big family event, too big for our house, I’ll hold
it in the hall.’
There was discussion over whether the hall has value in an
architectural sense. Dan Thachuk, who is heading the
administrative side of the application, said he thought not.
Others thought that the form served the functions exceedingly
well. Dan is working closely with our Island Trust Planner to get
the process underway.
Sandi Crowley has been going through years of meeting
minutes from before the hall’s existence, when members
deliberated building a hall, planned and carried out fundraising,
accepted the donation of land and proceeded with construction.
Jim and Lorraine Campbell, long time residents, were able to
flesh out parts of the early minutes to the delight of the audience.
Sandi, with help from Karen Muntean, has had the original
survey framed and it now hangs in the hall. Apparently no other
community halls in the Gulf Islands have heritage status so we
are charting new waters.

HELLIWELL + SMITH
BLUE SKY ARCHITECTURE

4090 Bayridge Ave West Vancouver BC V7V 3K1
t 01 604 921 8646 f 01 604 921 0755
bsa@blueskyarchitecture.com
www.blueskyarchitecture.com

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
REMOVE:

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd

SATURNA, please turn to page 6

Recycling Is Spruced Up
Saturna Recycling is having an open house, with coffee, juice, and
lovely sweet treats, on Thanksgiving Day during regular hours.
PARKS BUILDING from page 1
accreditation standards, this is the first to go beyond that.
Canada went the extra mile to have the new Operations Centre
achieve the Platinum rating.’
The building features a system that uses heat from ocean
water for heating. Other features include rainwater storage for
use in the building’s low-flow toilets, roof-mounted solar panels
supplying 10% of the building’s energy needs, use of natural
light and ventilation, landscape plantings that won’t require
irrigation, energy-efficient lighting fixtures, and exterior
sunshades to keep the building from overheating. Energy
consumption for the building is expected to be 75% less than a
standard building.
Canadian Wood Council has declared the building a high
performance building, recognizing the way in which wood was
used in design to reduce energy and resource consumption and
to minimize pollution.

Tranquil Acreage
Situated on 7.39 acres this property is one
of the most private and serene on Pender
Island. Walking trails, orchards, ponds,
ancientcedar,maturewestcoastlandscaping
and several outbuildings are all part of
this private paradise. The immaculate, 3
bedroom, West Coast custom built home
features expansive windows to take in the
300° ocean, mountain and island views
from every level. MLS 206064 $899,000

10 Acre Ocean Front Lot
A spectacular south facing ocean front
lot on 10 private wooded acres with
breathtaking ocean views. Enjoy southerly
panoramic views to the American San
Juan Islands, the Olympic Mountains and
beyond. The land is a natural wonderland
great for exploring with a mix of arbutus,
FHGDURDNDQG¿UWUHHV%XLOG\RXUGUHDP
home and look out over paradise. MLS
213726 $625,000

Top Pemberton Holmes Realtor - 2005
www.ianheath.net
384-8124

For more information on LEED, visit the Canada Green
Building Council: www.cagbc.org. For more information
about the Operations Centre, visit www.pc.gc.ca/gulf. i

We’re all about the Islands
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

NANAIMO

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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17,500 copies this issue
Every Second Thursday

SALISH SEA’S ONLY FREE &
MAIL DELIVERY NEWSPAPER

8,500 copies delivered to
Southern Islands’ households

9,000 copies on the Ferry Routes,
in Sidney,Victoria & north of the
Malahat to Nanaimo & Horseshoe Bay

Editorial: Not So Nice
eaders of ‘California’s whales seeking colder water to
feed’ (page 1) could easily get the idea that global
warming could have rather pleasant effects on the Gulf
Islands—in fact on all that thin strip of territory along the 49th
parallel where most Canadians live. And in the sense that
winters might be warmer and drier this may be so for the next
few years.
The name itself, ‘global warming,’ is a dangerous misnomer
and encourages the misconception. (‘Global warming’ is
increasingly giving way to the more accurate ‘climate change.’)
Whatever the name, we need to be aware that effects on most
of Canada is nothing like as favourable as they may seem in our
coastal playground. Our farmlands will also become drier, the
permafrost become muskeg, the sea-ice become water, and the
mountain pine beetle will eat its voracious way across the forests
of the west.
It’s now only the ostriches among our politicians who do not
believe that global warming is occurring. Yes, there are
uncertainties—how fast it’s happening, whether it is accelerating,
the relative importance of the various contributing factors.
But the first certainty is that the greenhouse effect from
increasing amounts of carbon dioxide in the earth’s atmosphere
is a factor, and human use of fossil fuels is contributing to the

R

Readers’ Letters

www.islandtides.com

ISLAND TIDES PUBLISHING Ltd
Box 55, Pender Island, BC, V0N 2M0
Owner, Publisher & Editor: Christa Grace-Warrick
Contributors:
Priscilla Ewbank, Trevor Erikson,
Joy McAughtrie, Patrick Brown

Tel: 250-629-3660 • Fax: 629-3838
Email:news@islandtides.com & islandtides@islandtides.com

Deadline: Wednesday between Publications
Off-Island Canadian Subscriptions $42.80
Voluntary Mail & Box Pick-up Subscriptions $21.40

Visit us at www.islandtides.com
• harvesting
systems
• design
• installation
• service

BOB BURGESS

tel. 250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnection.com

www.rainwaterconnection.com
Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Invest Ethically

Sticks and Roses for CRD
Dear Editor:
Shame on the CRD for putting the interests of developers ahead
of the peaceable enjoyment of Gulf Island residents and visitors.
Under the proposed bylaw, Islanders will be subjected to
obnoxious construction noise from 7am-9pm or later, seven
days a week, throughout the entire summer. In Vancouver,
construction cannot take place on Sundays and statutory
holidays, or after 8pm any other day of the week, any time of
year. How sad that a major metropolitan city cares more for the
peace and quiet of its citizens than the CRD.
Although I’m taking the CRD to task for its toothless noise
bylaw, I want to commend them on the Clean Air Initiative. I do
not share Brian Evans’ opinion that burning things is an
excellent way to ‘unite families and communities.’ Burning sends
smoke and other pollutants into the atmosphere, and creates the
potential for destructive wildfires. I have recently removed a
great number of invasive plants from my property, and I am
grateful to the CRD to have a safer, healthier alternative to
burning.
E. Towel, Pender Island

Noise Bylaw
Dear Editor:
I sincerely wonder (and worry) about CRD’s Draft Noise Bylaw.
(Island Tides, September 21 edition). Greater community
priorities should be culled from the less significant or
bothersome issues. I urge the CRD to reserve rule making to
most serious matters.
The call for more regulations and their enforcement will only
further strain local RCMP duties and the prized sense of
community. I prefer to know that neighbours readily
communicate with each other. Is that passé? Who wants to
exchange island values for policing of life? The Gulf Islands’
environment, setting and lifestyle do not call for this. Other
softer and sensible mechanisms exist among us.
I do agree that unnecessary noise should not occur, or be
tolerated, with emphasis on the ‘unnecessary.’ Noise before a
reasonable hour (7am on weekdays, 9am Saturday and Sunday)
should be withheld. (Emergency or necessity might dictate
otherwise.) Peoples’ right to quiet enjoyment should be and is a
vital part of community life. Moreover, similar to too much rulemaking, too much noise can alter Gulf Island living.
‘Noise’ can be very subjective. Smiling and talking with our
neighbours, instead of rabid rule enforcement, ensures the
sense of community that we get from this precious experience.
And, surprisingly, we are able
to regulate and resolve our
own common, simple issues.
Instead of rushing to
fashion a noise bylaw, we
should turn to greater
community collaboration. It

Caring where your money is invested
can go hand in hand with good returns.
Learn more at: www.pinchgroup.ca

SHORELINE DESIGN
www.shorelinedesign.ca

(250) 405-2468
(877) 405-2400

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

• fully insured

New Publication for Galiano
Dear Editor:
Galiano is at a crossroads. Decisions will be made in the near
future about land use issues that will affect every aspect of our lives
on Galiano. A group of us believe that the vast majority of the one
hundred plus people who contributed to Phase I of the Forest
Land Review have come to feel that they will benefit from opening
up communications and establishing a dialogue in the
community.
LETTERS, please turn to facing page

Gardening for Success... Live Your Dream
Growell

Top Soil
Bark Mulch
Composted Manure
Sand & Gravel
We load pickup and trailers
We deliver small or large loads

Sales / Installations

5115 Polkey Rd Duncan
(250)746-8873

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
(250) 386-7643

Drilling In Georgia Strait Not Likely
Dear Editor:
First of all, living on Salt Spring Island, I agree that any drilling
exploration in Georgia Strait and connecting marine areas
should be discouraged. On the other hand I would like to allay
some fears about this prospect.
As a previous senior exploration geologist of one of the major
Canadian oil companies, I was responsible for the assessment of
‘new exploration areas’ anywhere in Canada for the last few
years. So I should inform you that not a single cubic foot or drop
of oil has been found in the Georgia Strait.
Geological conditions, mainly the lack of viable source rock
(essential for hydrocarbon occurrence), high tectonic activity and
too high thermal maturity, makes the occurrence of gas or oil very
unlikely. Of course one can never be completely sure, hence the
Geological Survey has mentioned the possibility of some gas, but
at the same time mentions that this gas, has a low probability to
occur and if so, will occur only in small pools. The Survey has not
mapped reserves, because none have been found yet.
Because of the low-probability of gas occurrence, overlain
with high cost, hostile winter-storm environment, jurisdiction
and legal problems, no oil company will try to stake out rights.
Rights can only be obtained, anyway, by public offering.
For the Queen Charlotte Islands the story is more
complicated, but also there, not a drop of oil has ever been found
or proven, notwithstanding that (mainly) Shell drilled 15
exploration wells in the Hecate Strait and Queen Charlotte
Sound before 1972. They were all dry.
Of course the provincial government and some business
interests in Prince Rupert have dollar signs in their eyes and like
us to believe that we only have to stick a hole in the ocean to
produce hydrocarbons. Nothing is further from the truth and oil
companies know it.
Kees Visser, Salt Spring Island

Starts with
the right soil

For over 25 Years

#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

has a proud record of success. The CRD should consider the
smart public relations payback from this, take the lead and the
opportunity to educate residents.
The proposed noise bylaw will only make neighbours cringe.
Let’s face it; some reasonable noise, including construction noise
that comes with life, must occur.
Dennis H. Tuzzio, Salt Spring Island

• excellent
references

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria

Phone:

increasing concentration.
The second certainty is that whatever action we take now,
our grandchildren may well be our age before it makes any
substantial difference.
This is why it’s a moral issue: there’s no immediate
discernible benefit to us from either taking action now to reduce
greenhouse gas production, or from taking action now to
mitigate the effects of climatic change. It’s all about other people,
who live elsewhere, or who are not born yet.
But however comfortable we may be in our favoured corner
of the world, it’s time that we insisted on action. Southern Gulf
Islanders are fortunate that their MP is also the federal Minister
of Natural Resources, a position of influence. He must be aware
that Canada’s national climate change policies must be
governed by the long-term needs of humans and the
environment, rather than the short-term preferences of the
fossil fuel industries.
As a moral issue, this transcends political debate and
demands leadership rather than finger-pointing. Canada, as a
leading producer of greenhouse gases, must now set an example
to the world in their reduction. And Canada, as a nation most
impacted by global warming, must also set an example in
mitigating its effects. We can do it. i

Peter Christenson 250-629-8386

specializing in water access
over steep & rugged terrain

Blue Diamond
Gravel & Turf Ltd.
Monday to Saturday 8 am to 5 pm
www.growell.bc.ca

THE LINWOOD
ADVANTAGE
CUSTOM DESIGN
HIGH QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS
FULL WARRANTY PROGRAM
WORLDWIDE SHIPPING EXPERTISE
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT

1.888.546.9663
www.linwoodhomes.com
NEW PLAN BOOK NOW AVAILABLE

– Over 100 full colour designs –

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
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SINGLE • $31.80 • With image $37.10 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42.40! • With image $47.70 (max 70 words)

Saturday, October 7

Saturday, October 14

Stewardship
Education
Fair—
presentation to 2006 Islands Trust
Community Stewardship Award winner
Michelle Marsden & the BC Coastal Cleanup
Campaign; preview of Shel Neufeld’s multimedia show; exhibits
on: environmental planning, naturescaping, environmentally
sensitive areas,
SGI Clean Air initiative, watershed &
groundwater protection, Natural Area Tax Exemption Program,
raptor & eagle nests & more • Community Hall • 10am–2pm • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Fire Prevention Day—Pender’s volunteer
firefighters offer Fire Prevention Week (Oct
8–14) educational activities including:
popular fire safety house for kids (with
smoke & alarms!); display on fire safety in
the kitchen; fire extinguisher clinic & testing
(bring your extinguisher!) • Driftwood
Centre • 11am–4pm • Info: Corinne McAuley 250-629-3321 • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, October 7
Sharp-Tailed Snake Presentation—
herpetologist Christian Engelstoft speaks
about these rare, harmless reptiles;
Christian & Habitat Acquisition Trust staff will help residents
identify these snakes & other species at risk, & provide
management strategies for conserving threatened
habitats; learn what a Sharpie looks like, find out if
your land could be its home! • Community Hall •
Noon • All welcome • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, October 7
Cara Luft with Hugh McMillan Concert—previously onethird of Juno award-winning trio The Wailin’ Jennys, Winnipeg’s
Cara Luft, a roots chick with a guitar, is touring solo with Spirit of
the West’s multi-instrumentalist Hugh McMillan (also
songwriting workshop on Oct 7, 1-5pm) • Community Centre (493
Felix Jack Rd.) • 8 pm • Tickets: $15 @ door • Info: Gail 250-5393379 or www.caraluft.com • ON MAYNE ISLAND

Saturday, October 7
Wildart
Photography
presents
Photographer/Guitarist Shel Neufeld:
Mountains and Oceans in Motion—
multimedia evening of projected colour images
shown on a large screen with live music •
Pender Islands Community Hall • 8pm •
Tickets: $12 @ door or $10 Advance, available
at Talisman Books & Southridge Country Store
• ON PENDER ISLAND

Sat to Mon, Oct 7 to 9
Thanksgiving Weekend Family Fun Swims—enjoy the
wavepool, waterslide, diving boards, pirate ship, toddler pool,
swirlpool, family changerooms, and steam room • 4636 Elk Lake
Drive (right off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak exit) • SAT: 1–4pm,
6:30–8:30pm; SUN: 10–noon, 1–4pm, 6:30–8:30pm; MON:
10–noon, 1–4pm • Info: 24-hour Swim Info-line, 250-475-7620.
IN VICTORIA

Thurs, Oct 12 & Fri, Oct 20
Unemployed,
Underemployed
&
Looking for Work?—Beacon Community
Services can help, drop by and find out how
we may support your job search, career redirection; information
on self-employment, wage subsidies & sponsored training •
MAYNE: Oct 12, Mayne Island Library, 1–3pm; GALIANO: Oct
20, Galiano School and Activity Centre Meeting Room, 1–3:30pm
• ON MAYNE & GALIANO ISLANDS
The Government of Canada has contributed to this initiative.

Saturday, October 14
PIRAHA & the Pool Project Committee host a Public
Consultation Meeting—a pool at the community hall? all
Penderites interested in finding out more about the pool project
or expressing concerns or support are encouraged to attend •
Community Hall • 1:30pm • All welcome • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, October 14
Galiano Concert Series: Infinitus String
Quartet—a
quartet
of
award-winning
musicians (2 violinsts, 1 violist, 1 cellist) that
plays mainly classical songs with arrangements
of jazz standards & songs from American
musicals; after only one, Infinitus won the grand
prize at the 2003 Friends of Chamber Music Competition • South
Galiano Community Hall • 7:30pm • Tickets: Full 5-concert series
subscriptions $90, 3-concerts $60, 2-concerts $45, students
$12/concert, children free • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Monday, October 16
Socially Responsible Investing—The Pinch Group presents
Brian Barsness, VP of Meritas Financial Inc. & a director of
Canada's Social Investment Organization, to discuss socially
responsible investing • Lions Hall • 6:30pm • No charge • Info: 1877-405-2400 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Friday, October 20
Pender Island Concert Series: Sara
Davis Buechner—music ranging from J. S.
Bach & Franz Liszt to more contemporary
composers like Rudolf Friml & Cecile
Chaminade; played by prize-winning classical
concert pianist whose performances &
recordings have earned acclaim on four
continents • School Auditorium • 7:30pm •
Admission: single concert-$25 for adults,
subscriptions (4 concerts)-$60 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Various days, Oct 20 to 29
Flying Dreams Aerial Arts Workshops—circus
pilates warm-up, learn trapeze with PAZ, an
internationally known aerial artist & coach; learn silks
with Victoria who teaches multi-level skill building,
leading to the art of performance • OCT 20:
Introduction to Aerial Arts for Kids (aged 9-12), 1–4pm,
$59.99; OCT 21 & 22: Beginner to Intermediate Adults,
10am–4pm, $249; OCT 27: Introduction to Aerial Arts
for Teens 13 & Over, 1–4pm, $59.99; OCT 28 & 29:
Intermediate to Advanced Adults, 10–4pm, $249 • 112
Sun Eagle Drive • Info: Victoria, 250-537-4840 or
flyingdreams@telus.net • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND
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ONE LEASE SPACE AT HOPE BAY
Oceanfront
Oceanfront
prof
essional space
professional
on Pender
Pender Island.

Call for
es:
for info
info on our reasonable
reasonable rat
rates:
250.629.6490
yrising.com
ising.com
250.629.6490 or email info@hopeba
info@hopebayr

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

Poets Cove trial date set
Dates for the Poets Cove trial have been set: September 24October 12 in Victoria provincial court. An earlier trial date in
January 2006 had been delayed so the parties could receive
further archaeological information.
This trial will be the first time the BC government has
attempted to enforce its provincial Heritage Conservation Act. It
concerns allegations that Poets Cove Resort and Spa destroyed a
large ancient Coast Salish village and cemetery archeological site
during construction of the $40 million dollar luxury resort on
South Pender Island in 2003.
Robert Morales, chief negotiator for the Hul’qumi’num Treaty
Group, said, ‘Poets Cove is the worst case of an ancient First Nation

archaeological site being destroyed by development in the recent
history in Canada. First Nations believe that it is important for the
citizens of British Columbia and Canada to hear the details of the
Poets Cove case, not only to publicly denounce this developers'
actions, but to act as a deterrent to those in the future who may
offend the provincial heritage law.
‘No court decision can ever replace the loss of the rich cultural
legacy and human memories that rested at this ancestral place in
the Gulf Islands over the last 5,000 years,’ declares Morales. ‘Our
First Nations look forward to the completion of this court trial, and
the reburial of our Coast Salish ancestors in their original resting
place at Poets Cove.’ i

LETTERS from previous page
So we are beginning a new publication called Galiano Voices
which will be published monthly and distributed as an insert in
Island Tides newspaper. Editors of Galiano Voices are myself,
Cheryl Bastedo, Pam Frier and Susan Turner. Galiano Voices is
an attempt to provide an interactive public forum in which we
can speak to others in the community, listen to their responses,
encourage new ideas, and hopefully find new solutions.
Each edition will be dedicated to specific subjects. The first
edition is addressed to the values we hold about our island and
our lifestyle. This must be the yardstick and underpinning for all
debate and will provide an anchor for every discussion.
Whatever the issue—zoning, water, PMFL, road planning—will
be examined in the context of these values.
Volume1 1, Number 1 will also offer an explanation of

Galiano’s Forest Bylaws as they stand today—what they have
accomplished and where they may need to be changed. In the
second issue we hope to publish as many Galianoites’ responses
as possible, while, at the same time, opening up the next theme
for your consideration.
Galiano Voices will be a safe place to express ideas and
opinions; put-downs and personal attacks will not be accepted
and positive comments will be encouraged. Signed
contributions should be 250 words or less and contributors
must speak for themselves and not attempt to express the
opinions of others. We welcome humour and cartoons. For
more information, contact us at galianovoices@yahoo.ca or by
fax at 250-539-2997.
Helena Chambers, Galiano Island i

Building a home can be complicated.
We make it easier.

SERIOUS PLANT SALE
September 28 to November 13

Island Specialty Nursery is continuing stock
reduction in preparation for moving.

Exceptional values to 60% off.
• Huge stock of bamboo
• Many species of fall flowering bulbs: Cyclamen,
Colchicum, Nerine.
• Dormant native bulbs. Ask for bulb list.
All from seed.
• Specimen maples, dogwoods and much more.

Open Thursday thru Monday
10am-5:30pm • 8797 Chemainus Rd, Chemainus
Ph: 250-246-9355 • isn@island.net

Our home package system makes
it easy to build your own home,
cottage or vacation retreat.

a LINWOOD company
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Parksville peace group gets street support

Public Notice
QUEEN OF CUMBERLAND—ANNUAL REFIT, OCT. 5 - 27
Swartz Bay - Southern Gulf Islands
The Queen of Cumberland will be out of service on the Swartz Bay to Southern Gulf Islands
route from Thursday, October 5 through Friday, October 27, 2006 for annual refit.
The refit is earlier this year to accommodate dry docking, including a complete grit blasting of
the hull and upper works of the vessel and application of a new coating system. This essential
work cannot be completed in the usual mid-winter timeframe due to weather constraints.
During the refit the Bowen Queen will be the replacement vessel. Because this is a smaller
vessel than the Queen of Cumberland overloads and delays are expected at peak sailing times.
Customers are encouraged to plan ahead, if possible travel outside of peak sailing times, or arrive
at the terminal early for their desired sailing. Car pooling may be an option for some customers.
To encourage car pooling and foot passenger travel during the refit period, BC Ferries is offering
free parking at Swartz Bay. To be eligible for the parking offer, Southern Gulf Island customers
must register in advance at the Swartz Bay administration office. Customers must bring proof of
residency on the Southern Gulf Islands to be eligible for the special parking offer.
The Mayne Queen will provide an additional sailing to and from Otter Bay (Pender Island)
on Thursday, October 5; Friday, October 6; Monday, October 9; and Tuesday, October 10
as follows:

Leave Swartz Bay
12:40 p.m

Arrive Otter Bay
1:20 p.m.

Leave Otter Bay
1:30 p.m.

Arrive Swartz Bay
2:10 p.m.

Commercial customers please note that vehicles over 10 tonnes GVW (10,000 kg) are restricted
to centre lane loading only on the Bowen Queen and Mayne Queen. This means there will also
be reduced capacity for commercial vehicles traveling between Swartz Bay and the Southern
Gulf Islands while the Queen of Cumberland is in refit.
Food service will be available on the Bowen Queen during the refit period.
BC Ferries looks forward to returning the Queen of Cumberland to service on the Southern
Gulf Islands route on Saturday, October 28.

For several months, a small group has gathered
for an hour-a-week on a street corner in
Parksville to demonstrate for peace and for
Canadian troops in Afghanistan to come home.
Signs, bungee-corded to street signs and city
garden boxes, invite motorists to ‘Honk for
Peace’ and ‘Imagine a Department of
Peace.’ Another slogan reminds travellers to
‘Bring Troops Home Fast.’ The group reports it

has been encouraged by the increase in the
level of positive response as the weeks went by.
On the International Day of Peace group
members took to the street corner for an extra
hour and found the 5–6pm ‘rush-hour’ crowd
enthusiastic.
Parksville’s Peace Group is urging others to
try something similar in their communities.
Visit: www.bringcanadiantroopshome.net. i

SATURNA from page 6

Parks News
Parks Canada’s natural history interpreter
Angela Holmes will return to her Saturna
Island job next May. Starting in December she
will be a guide and interpreter in Antarctica.
Parks staff member Cameron Sanjivi will be the
first Parks personnel to live in the East Point
lighthouse property which recently came under
the administration of Parks Canada. Cameron
has been with us all summer.

Community Club News
On September 18, the Saturna Community
Club held its second quarterly meeting. It was
GREEN PARTY from page 1
am excited about the possibilities for the future
of the Green Party in BC,’ says Carr. ‘Nothing
attracts new members to a party more than a
leadership race. We have some very capable
people in the party who I am sure would be
interested in taking us to the next level, and
there are many people not yet active in the
party who will be drawn to this position, too.’

agreed unanimously among the 35 attending
that a Saturna Lamb BBQ would be held July 1,
2007 and that Donna Curwen would continue
to be the chair. Last year’s BBQ was a fine
success, raising almost $22,000. Dave Curwen
and Dan Thachuk gave a detailed analysis of
finances.
Anyone who is interested in joining a halfday cemetery workbee would be very welcome.
Please contact Jon Guy or Barb Ropars.
Judith Rees-Thomas and Bev Neff will hold
a weekend ‘Open Space Technology’ workshop
SATURNA, please turn to facing page

‘The Green Party represents a huge base of
people from across the province who are joining
the party and who really want governments to
implement Green policy, to protect our
environment and ensure a healthy, sustainable
future for our children and their children. I expect
the next years to be the most vibrant and
innovative for the Green Party of BC,’ said Carr. i

Join the Conversation on Health
Everyone is talking about health care. We may have
different thoughts on how to improve it, but we all want
to be sure our health services are there for our kids.
Today, our health services face real pressures. Our
population is growing and that means more people to
care for. And we’re all getting older, including those
people who provide us with care.
Moreover, new technologies, new pharmaceuticals, new
treatments and expanded services are all improving
health services, but they’re also expensive.
While this may call for change – it’s also a great
opportunity if we plan now and work together.
How can we strengthen and sustain our public health

system within the Canada Health Act? We need
your help, your ideas.

That ’s why you’re invited
to be par t of B .C .’s
conversation on health.
After all, no one knows more about your health than
you do. And, no one knows more than you what health
services you need.
There are many ways for you to take part and provide
your views. Together, we can keep improving B.C.’s health
services and be sure they’re there for our kids.

For more information on how you can join the conversation,
call 1-866-884-2055 or visit www.gov.bc.ca online.
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AUTOMOTIVE

FOR RENT

SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL
TRANSMISSION SERVICE
Road test by qualified
technician
Cleanand inspect
transmission pan
40-point driveline
safety check

only

.95
39
for cars

$

*

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)
* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

GSA Auto
Rentals & Sales
Monthly
Rentals
from $525.
Mention this ad and
get an additional
10% off.

Rent/Lease/Buy

Mayne Island: Available November
15th. 1,800sf top 2 floors of sunny
house on 20 acres, overlooks
beautiful pond. 3 BR, 1.5 baths,
W/D, jacuzzi, large decks.
Woodstove/electric
heat. No
smokers. $800/mo. + util. 539-5253
or pat@cobworks.com

ISLAND EXPLORER
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT LTD.

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES
Greenhouses
for Farm
and Garden
Steele Greenhouse
Components Inc.
Mayne Island
Tel: (604) 532-1817
www.steelgc.com

250-654-0230
Southern Gulf
House & Cottage Rentals
PENDER ISLAND LONG TERM:
Spacious and bright 2 bedroom, 2
bathroom home. Short walk to
ocean beach-$900.
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

GETAWAYS
MAUI
Vacation Condos

NEW WOOD?
KEEP IT LOOKING NEW!
WEATHERED WOOD?
BRING IT BACK TO LIFE!
HIGH PERFORMANCE,
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY
FINISHES FOR ALL YOUR WOOD
SIDING, SHAKES, LOGS &
BEAMWORK, DECKS, FENCES,
WINDOWS, DOORS, ETC…

JEWELTREE
WOOD CARE

250-210-1178

FREE
SCRAP CAR
REMOVAL

We will pick you up
from Ferries and Airport

1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

Gulf Islands
Victoria • Sooke
Sidney • Duncan

655-5038
1-800-809-0788

1-800-800-8608

1-250-744-6842

www.mauisuncoast.com

Quality Used Cars & Trucks

WWW.PROPANEWEST.CA

SIDNEYCARS.COM

SALE
CALL FOR ENTRY FOR
Metal roofing and siding for sale.
The Comox Valley Art Gallery is
accepting submissions for the
32nd Juried Christmas Craft Fair,
Nov. 10 - Dec. 30. 580 Duncan Ave,
Courtenay. Call: 250-338-6211, fax
250-338-6287, check online at
www.comoxvalleyartgallery.com or
shop@comoxvalleyartgallery.com.

Seconds available. darbrain@shaw.ca
250-544-3106
1990 Dodge Dakota Truck, low kms 113,500, great shape, no rust. 6cylinder, 5-speed. King cab, bench seat
in back, seats 5. Comes with canopy.
$6000 obo. 250-629-3380

SATURNA from previous page
in March for no fee. They are offering the community this course
to improve communications and to promote more inspired
community effort. All are welcome.
Brian Dixon-Warren gave a Water Committee report and
described a future survey on attitudes and opinions about water
use that the Water Committee will conduct on the Island.

Harvest Festival
Saturna Island Family Vineyard hosted their annual Harvest
Festival last Saturday. Ably organized by Michael Vatour, this
event features wine-tasting, wonderful food opportunities, silly
DEALING WITH GOVERNMENT from page 2
Vancouver and Whistler in 2010. (There! I’ve already violated
their copyright.)
Turns out that VANOC, the Vancouver Olympic Committee,
has claimed copyright over ‘Olympic,’ ‘Winter Games,’
‘Vancouver 2010,’ ‘Whistler 2010,’ ‘Vancouver Whistler 2010’
and a long list of terms that people might associate with the
games, even ‘2010’ (not to mention ‘2006,’ ‘2004,’ ‘2002,’
‘2000,’ ‘1998,’ and ‘1994’). In fact, a visit to VANOC’s website
reveals 36 pages of terms, signs, and symbols (including
‘VANOC’) which one must not use without permission from
them. This is authorized under the 1976 federal Olympic Act,
and is intended to defend against ‘ambush marketing,’ which
means using these terms without paying for the privilege.
As early as 2004, they attacked Vancouver’s Olympia
Restaurant, which existed long before the games were a gleam in
Gordon Campbell’s eye. Now we find that a local volunteer
promotional committee in White Rock, calling itself, quite
accurately, the 2010 Olympic Task Force, has had to change its
name to the White Rock Legacies and Games Committee. You’d
think that VANOC would welcome the publicity.
Anyway, we mustn’t use the words for that sports

MISSED AN
ISSUE?
Check out:
www.islandtides.com
for issues from
2003, 2004,
2005 & 2006

PROPANE
appliances, tankless water
heaters, space heaters,
tanks, hoses,
regulators & parts...
for home, cabin or camp.

1-888-754-5054

MARINE
ISLAND
MARINE

Waterworks
Bulk Water Delivery Ltd

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

• 3000gals Drinking Water •

www.islandmarine.ca

1-877-652-0599

250-474-7912

• DOCKS

BUSINESS OPP

• RAMPS

Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252 or
250-478-6937

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

Tank Filling, Cleaning,
Sales & Rentals
Pool Filling

CRD Health Approved

Do you like to Travel and take
Vacations? Would you like to make
$1000.00 next week? Work part
time or full time. Not MLM! Call now
to find out how. 250-537-0970

www.PROVEN
HEALTH
SOLUTIONS.net
Electrically Available®
Nutritional Supplements
Help others attain Ideal
Health & be highly rewarded.

FREE educational info
package. (250)220-1262
BC Gold & Platinum
Mining Properties

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes
& Aluminum Railings
for Sundecks, Garage
Decks and Roofdecks.
CAL L DAV E WOOD E
C ONTR AC TI NG :

2 50 - 53 7- 2 990 o r
1- 8 00 - 80 4- 62 8 8
Servicing the Gulf Islands

and fun games and prizes—pie eating, grape stomping—for kids
and adults, and a knock-out rock and roll band, the ‘Rockin'
Hoodoos.’
The crowd was smaller this year and several people
commented that the visitors were lots of fun and got into the
action much quicker—the band had people dancing as they
started up and the games and entertainments were attended
with enthusiasm.
The festival lucked out on the weather as the day was blue
and hot; the next day it rained with vigour! The Winery donates
some festival proceeds to the Rec Centre. i
extravaganza that is expected to occur in the year following
2009. (Of course, if you are the premier you can use the words
for commercial, non-commercial, educational, or even political
purposes, since you, or rather the taxpayers, have paid, and will
continue paying, for the privilege.)

Authorizing Adjectives
Back to ‘Canada’s New Whatever-it-is’…. Following the above
example, the current group in Ottawa might do well to copyright
all the terms by which anyone might refer to them, in order to
ensure control over their use. This would include both egregious
puffery and gratuitously insulting language.
No bill has yet been introduced to change the name of the
government. But this might take the form of a special version of
copyright legislation (the Government Description
Authorization Act?) to set out, in lengthy regulations, exactly
what terms may be used, with a comprehensive list of controlled
adjectives—endless possibilities for aficionados of the newly
politically correct.
This new Act, of course, would make ‘ambush journalism’,
like this, illegal. After all, you can’t complain about something if
you can’t name it, can you? i

Properties with mineral
occurrences or mines for sale
in beautiful British Columbia
& Ontario, Canada.
Prospect for, or develop Gold,
Platinum, Silver, Jade,
Hotsprings & more.
40 acres & up from
$2000.00 (CDN) Owner
financing is available.
For a full list of properties:

www.BCgold.ca
1-877-GOLD-404

• PILE DRIVING
Toll-free:
1-866-399-7525
www.heavymetalmarineltd.com

HEALTH
Traditional Chinese Medicine

Acupuncture

Used by people for
over 3000 years and
recognized by the
World Health
Organization as a safe,
effective, drug-free
therapy for many
common health problems.

Trevor Erikson, R.Ac
Registered Acupuncturist
For an appointment call the
Pender Island Health Centre:

629-3322

MEETINGS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of
School Trustees will be held at
Pender Islands School on
Wednesday,
October
11
commencing at 1pm. Public
Welcome!

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Homeowners
• Farm
• Commercial
• Bed & Breakfasts
Salt Spring Island: #1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road
Doug Guedes • 1-250-537-5527
Sidney: A2 - 9769 Fifth Street
Jason McCutcheon • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
Brentwood Bay: 7178 W. Saanich Rd
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd.
Saanichton: #2-7855 East Saanich Road
Dan Olive • 1-800-663-0807

www.seafirstinsurance.com

autoplan

JAKOBSEN

ASSOCIATES
C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes
K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com

Lasqueti’s highest summit donated to
Islands Trust Fund
A family with strong ties to Lasqueti Island has
donated 58 hectares of land, which includes the
summit of Mount Trematon, to the Islands
Trust Fund for permanent protection.
With an elevation of 327 metres, the
ecologically important property includes
Lasqueti Island’s highest point of land. From
the summit, there is a spectacular 360º view of
the northern portion of the Georgia Strait,
Quadra and Cortez Islands, Mount Baker in
Washington State, and Mount Arrowsmith on
Vancouver Island.
Alasdair Gordon, donor of the property, said,
‘The Gulf Islands are an extraordinary part of the
world, but are also under extraordinary
pressures. Many unique and magnificent places
have been transformed by logging, subdivision,
insensitive construction, and cell phone towers.
This was a very likely fate for Mount Trematon.
We wanted to ensure that the mountain retained
its unspoiled beauty, remaining ancient trees,
and great value to the community. With this
donation of Mount Trematon, and with the help
of the Lasqueti community, we hope to set a
standard for stewardship to inspire current and
future generations.’
The property contains undisturbed oldgrowth forest, with large arbutus, big-leaf maple
and fire-scarred Douglas-fir trees. Many of the
majestic old-growth Douglas-firs on the property
are 200-500 years old and up to 1.5 metres in
diameter at breast height. The property provides
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an important ecological buffer to the Lasqueti
Island Ecological Reserve and has a year-round
creek that flows out of a nearby lake.
‘Gifts to nature from generous families like
the Gordons are integral to creating a legacy of
special places in the Gulf Islands,’ said Lisa
Dunn, Islands Trust Fund manager. ‘Donations
of this type of sensitive land are especially
welcomed when they come from islands like
Lasqueti, with only 8.5% of its area protected.
Our regional conservation plan challenges us
to protect 15% of each Local Trust Area, and
this donation gets us closer to that goal.’
At a recent community picnic celebrating the
transfer, Rose Willow, Lasqueti trustee said, ‘I
am thrilled. In addition to having many beautiful
natural features, this property is part of the
major watershed on Lasqueti Island. The
protection of this area is of great benefit to the
entire Island. I have known the Gordon family
for over 25 years, their children and
grandchildren. They always step softly upon the
Island; they are always environmentally
conscientious, not just here, but in their daily
lives, elsewhere, as well. They demonstrate a
deep love for this Island and set an example for
all of us.’
At the picnic, the Islands Trust Fund
presented a plaque to the Gordon family. Staff
will continue to work with the family and the
Lasqueti Island community to develop a
management plan for the property. i

Photo: Trevor Erikson

Beached when the tide is out, this derelict boat stands in Degnen Bay, Gabriola Island.

Campaign for open government launched
A broad-based coalition which includes the
Canadian Taxpayer’s Federation, BC Civil
Liberties Association, BC Freedom of
Information and Privacy Association (FIPA),
and many other groups, have launched a
campaign to ensure BC’s government fulfils its
long-overdue promise to be a Canadian leader
in openness and accountability.
The Campaign for Open Government is
focusing on the province’s poor record of
response to freedom of information (FOI)
requests. The Freedom of Information Act
allows citizens and organizations to request
copies of government documents.
‘In 2004 a Committee of the Legislature
reviewed the FOI Act and recommended
amendments that were applauded by
academics, activists, media organizations and
citizens,’ commented Darrell Evans of FIPA.
‘To date, the government has ignored these
recommendations completely. In fact, they
have made a large number of amendments and
procedural changes that have made it more
difficult and time consuming to obtain

North Island to get a new hospital
After months of community consultation, the
Vancouver Island Health Authority (VIHA)
Board has concluded patients in Comox Valley,
Campbell River and northern Vancouver
Island would be best served by a new 230-bed
regional hospital, Board Chair Jac Kreut
announced on September 27.
North Vancouver Island is home to 120,000
people. ‘Patching up the existing hospitals—both
over 45 years old—is simply not a solution and

over time would cost as much as a new hospital
without improving patient care,’ said Kreut.
The new hospital will be located at the Dove
Creek Road intersection with the Island
Highway, north of Courtenay-Comox. It will
provide access to acute care services currently
only available in Nanaimo or Victoria. Kreut
said that the proposed new hospital would be
larger than originally envisioned with 50–60
additional beds. The size increase is based on
input received during the
consultation process and
refinements to population
Vancouver Island & Around the Georgia Strait
projections. i

Accommodation & Attractions
That ‘Little’
Coffee Place

information.
‘The campaign is calling on the government
to implement the Special Committee’s
recommendations, increase funding to ensure
FOI requests are dealt with in a timely manner,
and address the ‘culture of denial’ in Victoria,
typified by constant attempts by staff to stall
FOI requests considered harmful to the
government,’ says Evans.
At the campaign launch, a report titled
‘Access Denied: An analysis of the BC
Government’s response to freedom of
information requests, 2000-2005’ was
released. Some of the findings in the report are:
• Almost 50% of general information
requests between 2000 and 2005 failed to
receive a response within the mandatory time
lines laid out in the Act;
• From 2000 to 2004, response times
increased by 25%; and
• The proportion of information requests
abandoned (usually in frustration) by the
public tripled to 15% of all requests in the
period 2000 to 2004. i

The Haven B&B
In Peaceful Victoria

Historic Duncan, 149 Canada Ave
• opposite the train station •

250-746-5233

Close to the ocean, UVic, & the
hospital. Organic breakfasts,
private bathrooms. $40-$60

250-598-7015

(EALING HANDS

Escape to Metchosin

www.cougarscrag.com 1-888-808-2724
pet-friendly

NEED YOUR HELP

Going Somewhere?
whittome’s travel
60 Station Street, Duncan

7E NEED HELP FOR ALL OUR HEALING HANDS &UNDS FOR NEW MEDICAL EQUIPMENT WILL
HELP REPLACE ULTRASOUND MACHINES THAT ARE THE OLDEST ON THE )SLAND ! THERAPEUTIC
GARDEN WILL BRING COMFORT AND STRENGTH TO 0ALLIATIVE #ARE PATIENTS AND THEIR
FAMILIES 7E ALSO NEED A DEDICATED SPACE FOR THE SPIRITUAL NEEDS OF PATIENTS
RESIDENTS STAFF AND FAMILIES

1-800-434-0566

travel.whittome@shaw.ca

WATERFRONT PROPERTY
FOR SALE ON VALDES ISLAND

(ELP US WITH THESE PROJECTS SO WE CAN TAKE CARE OF YOU AND YOUR FAMILY BODY
MIND AND SOUL 0LEASE CALL  

%NCLOSED IS MY TAX DEDUCTIBLE GIFT
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ACRE LOTS

R ICHARD H ILL

A MEX B ROADWAY W EST R EALTY

604-948-0434

WWW.WESTCOASTLAND.NET
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