Attractions &
Accommodation

Strait of Georgia

Vancouver Island &
The Gulf Islands, Page 12

Every Second Thursday & Online ‘24/7’ at islandtides.com

Volume 16 Number 19

Your Coastal Community Newspaper

October 7—20, 2004

Canadian Publications Mail Product
Sales Agreement Nº 40020421

Tide tables
Letters
What’s on?
Surplus?
Kerry vs Bush
Bulletin board

2
4
5
7
9
11

BC Ferry workers
to affiliate with
International
Transport Workers’
Federation

Family fun on less crowded roads is a feature of the Gulf Islands’ glorious fall.

The Millennium Lease
Patrick Brown

We will not sell or privatize BC Rail, said
Gordon Campbell, as he campaigned for
election in 2001.
But as of June 15, 2004, the provincial
government has not only sold the railway
business and all its assets except the railbed
and track to CN (once upon a time Canadian
National, but hardly Canadian any more), but
has leased the railbed and track to CN for a
total of 990 years.
In order to reconcile his election promise
with the government’s actions, the Premier
insists that because the railbed and track
continue to be owned by BC Rail, there is no
inconsistency.

How Could This Be?

Well, we have to adjust our thinking to how Mr.
Campbell sees things. It’s sort of a slow mental
striptease until, right before our eyes, we’ve
signed a lease that sets a new standard for
anticipating the future.
We don’t know when the government first
got the idea of selling BC Rail. In their 1996
election campaign, they suggested the idea, and
they weren’t elected. So in their 2001
campaign, they said they wouldn’t sell or
privatize it, and they were elected.
So in his November 25, 2003 triumphal
announcement of the CN deal, Premier
Campbell credited Mayor Colin Kinsley of
Prince George with a new and brilliant idea.
The Premier quoted from Kinsley’s November
200 speech: ‘We urge the provincial
government to find innovative solutions that
are consistent with the spirit of its commitment
not to privatize BC Rail but to look for publicprivate partnerships. Our recommendation
would be for the province to retain ownership
of the rail bed and rail tracks and their partner
to offer rail freight and passenger services.’
Consistent with what spirit? What
commitment? But clearly, the idea had struck
the Premier like a bolt from the blue.
On that occasion, Campbell went on to
explain the deal, sort of: ‘Under the new
partnership, CN will have the rights to operate
the BC Rail network. The British Columbia

Railway Company (BCRC), a provincial Crown
corporation, will own the right-of-way, the rail
bed and the tracks. They will remain legally
protected under public ownership through
legislation.’ (This also, by the way, provided a
handy excuse not to deal with First Nations’
claims on the railbed property.)
A government press release issued on the
same day speaks of maintenance savings of
‘$3.6 billion in avoided costs in today’s dollars
over 90 years’ but doesn’t actually say that
there will be a 90-year lease.
BC Rail’s 2003 Annual Report, published
February 19, 2004, coyly hints at what is to
come: ‘The Revitalization Agreement also gives
CN the option to renew the [original 60-year]
lease for an additional 30 years and allows for
further extensions of the term of the agreement
beyond this at the discretion of BCRC.’ No
indication of how many extensions. No
indication of what BCRC would have to pay for
that ‘discretion’. Then the veil of secrecy is
drawn once more over the government’s
deliberations.
But on March 30, 2004, opposition leader
Joy McPhail attempts to peek underneath. In
the legislature, she asks: ‘In the absence of any
concrete information about the contract of sale
to CN, will the Premier assure this House that
there are no renegotiation clauses extending
the sale of BC Rail beyond the original 90-year
agreement?’
Honourable K (Millennium) Falcon,
stonewalling: ‘Actually, I did hear one of the
members ask where her leader stands….’
McPhail never did get an answer to her
question. But rumours continued.
But it wasn’t until the release of the text of
the agreements (heavily censored) that we can
guess at the final result. (Like many stripteases, they never do take it all off.)
The renewal clauses are so elaborate that
they have a separate schedule all to themselves.
Schedule P, Renewal Options, has 31 clauses,
and illustrates the antics legally necessary to
write an agreement that continues for a
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Trust Council elects
new Vice-chair

At its quarterly meeting on Bowen Island, the Islands
Trust Council elected Trustee Tony Law of Hornby
Island as its new Vice-chair, replacing Wayne Wright
of North Pender Island who resigned at the end of
August.
‘I’m absolutely delighted to welcome Tony to the
Islands Trust Executive Committee’, said David Essig,
Chair of the Islands Trust Council. ‘He has
consistently demonstrated his commitment and hard
work on behalf of the Islands Trust since his election
in 1996. I was particularly pleased that he was able to
join the Executive Committee at the Union of BC
Municipalities conference in Kelowna this week. He
was a real asset when we met with Cabinet Ministers
to advocate on behalf of our mandate and our
constituents’ interests. Tony has a particular talent in
listening to and communicating with the public and in
building consensus; I’m sure my colleagues on Trust
Council recognized that in choosing him as a new
Vice-chair.’
Law is currently serving his third term as a Local
Trustee for Hornby Island. He is also an elected
member of the Islands Trust Fund Board, and has
chaired the Trust Programs Committee of the Islands
Trust Council since 1999.
‘The Islands are facing unprecedented challenges,’
said Law, ‘I look forward to working with all parties to
carry out Council’s agenda for tackling these issues. I
have always been an advocate for the Islands Trust to
take a proactive approach to preserving and protecting
our environment and our communities. But I also
believe in building cooperative relationships with our
constituents and with other levels of government. As
Vice-chair I plan to continue these commitments.’
Because members of the Islands Trust Executive
Committee each chair Local Trust Committees
throughout the Islands Trust Area, recent changes
have also meant that Essig has rearranged some of
those responsibilities. ‘We’ve tried to minimize
changes, while recognizing everyone’s work loads and
geographic location’, said Essig. ‘Tony Law will chair
the Local Trust Committees for Gambier, Denman and
Thetis Islands. Vice-chair Gisele Rudischer of Gabriola
Island will take on South Pender and Mayne Islands in
addition to her current responsibilities on Lasqueti
and North Pender. My responsibilities and those of
Vice-chair Kim Benson will remain the same.’ 0

The membership of the BC Ferry and
Marine Workers’ Union have voted
89% in favour of affiliation with the
5,000,000 member International
Transport Workers’ Federation. The
ITF, which includes 600 unions in 140
countries around the world, was
established to defend and further the
economic and social interests of
transport workers. The Federation
maintains a specialist education
department
dedicated
to
the
development of strong transport
unions, and has a seat on the
International Maritime Organization.
‘This is an historic day for ferry
workers,’ said Jackie Miller, president
of the Union. ‘Today we have taken a
giant step away from our public sector
roots and into the reality of private
sector marine transportation workers.
Ever since BC Ferries commenced
operations as a private company we
have needed to build new liaisons and
encourage new allies.’
Miller says the range of ITF’s
activities can be summed up as
information, representation and
practical solidarity. She expects to be
attending
international
marine
meetings as well as the Federation’s
International Congress representing
ferry workers and their interests.
Other Canadian affiliates of the
International Transport Workers’
Federation include the International
Longshore and Warehouse Union, the
Canadian Autoworkers, the Canadian
Merchant Service Guild, Seafarer’s
International, and CUPE’s airline
workers. 0

Teenagers get
chance to vote

Young people can have a part in the
upcoming provincial election. Baron
Fowler, organizer for Green Party
nominations for the next election on
May 17 , says that the minimum age to
vote at Green Party general meetings is
14. Thus, teenaged Green party
members (14 years and over) can vote
for Green Party riding candidates on
December 4.
The nomination process for Saanich
North and the Islands riding
candidates opened on September 19
and closes on November 6. For
membership and Green Party
candidacy nominations information
contact Fowler at 250-537-1005. 0
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International report on
Georgia Basin-Puget
Sound airshed quality
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Island Marine Construction
Floats • Ramps • Moorings • Pile Driving
Ph:

250-537-9710 Fax: 537-1725
www.islandmarine.ca

School District #64
(Gulf Islands)

TEACHERS ON CALL
The Gulf Islands School District invites applications
from qualified teachers wishing to serve as
Teachers on Call in School District #64.
Please refer to School District #64 website at
www.sd64.bc.ca/postings/postings.html for further
information on qualifications, the application
process and deadline.

Live Your Dream

SHORELINE
DESIGN

specializing in
water access over
steep &
rugged
terrain

Peter
Christenson

THE LINWOOD
ADVANTAGE

CUSTOM DESIGN
HIGH QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS
FULL WARRANTY PROGRAM
WORLDWIDE SHIPPING EXPERTISE
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT

1.888.546.9663

250-629-8386

excellent
references

fully insured

www.linwoodhomes.com
NEW PLAN BOOK NOW AVAILABLE

– Over 100 full colour designs –

www.shorelinedesign.ca
peterc@shorelinedesign.ca

Restoration of all exterior and interior wood
surfaces: log homes, wood siding,
decks, shake and shingle roofs.
Rot replacement structural repairs.
Natural oil wood finish.
Enviro-friendly products.
Protect & enhance your most valuable assets.
Ph: 604.837.8866
Fax: 604.731.3523
roger@woodwizards.biz
http://www.woodwizards.biz
www.woodwizards.biz

Geoff Gilliard

A team of researchers lead by Environment Canada and the US
Environmental Protection Agency has released the
Characterization of the Georgia Basin-Puget Sound Airshed
Report. This international study examines the state of our air
quality and serves as a snapshot in time of the airshed. We can
compare our air quality in the future to this benchmark. The
report also discusses the impacts of poor air quality on peoples’
health and the economy, as well as the realtionship between air
quality and climate change.
The Georgia Basin airshed covers the Strait of Juan de Fuca,
the southern and eastern portions of Vancouver Island, Haro
and Georgia Straits, the Sechelt area and the Lower Fraser
Valley in British Columbia. The airshed also includes portions of
Washington State.
The Government of Canada is moving forward with its
Budget 2003 commitment of $40 million to enhance Canada’s
Clean Air Agenda to help protect the health of Canadians. Clean
air is one of the most important challenges of our time, and it is
essential that Canada continue to collaborate with the US, as
well as with provincial and municipal governments, on air
quality science and research. Because wind flow patterns move
pollutants across the border in both directions all year round,
Canada and the US are working together to develop an
International Airshed Strategy, the first high profile,
international effort to deal with air quality in western Canada.
The airshed report focuses on ground-level ozone and fine
particulate matter as well as visibility in the airshed.
Characterizing the nature of air pollution in the region obliged
researchers to develop identical data sets and measurements for
the first time. ‘All of the agencies that deal with air quality have
a common understanding and a common will to deal with the
problem,’ says Peter Schwarzhoff, of Environment Canada’s
regional Atmospheric Sciences Division. ‘I think the future is
bright in regards to making sure that everybody is pulling in the
same direction on this issue.’
With the population of the Georgia Basin projected to exceed
four million by 2020, the goal is to protect our current level of
air quality as the population and industry grow. ‘Although
Vancouver meets what we call the Canada Wide Standards
today, we are not satisfied,’ Schwarzhoff says. ‘We’re glad we
don’t exceed those standards but our goal is to continuously
improve, not to see pollution rise to that level.’
Although automobile emissions in the Basin are decreasing,
emissions from other sources are becoming more visible.
Marine traffic (freighters, tankers, cruise ships, fishing vessels,
recreational vessels and ferries) is a significant producer of
smog-producing chemicals and other air pollutants, and will
pass automobiles as the main source of air emissions in the
Lower Fraser Valley by 2010. ‘We’re putting a substantial effort
into understanding marine emissions with the hope that we’re
going to be able to deal with them,’ says Schwarzhoff.

Air Quality Impacts

The report notes that air pollution causes significant social,
environmental and economic impacts. Researchers have found
that any amount of air pollutants, even in low concentrations, is
bad for human health. Those most affected by poor air quality
are children, the elderly and people with conditions such as
asthma. Health impacts range from eye, nose and throat
irritation to lung disease and cancer. Therefore, poor air quality
places a burden on our health care system, Resulting in
increased hospital admissions, visits to emergency rooms and
doctors’ offices, and the need for home care services. Indirect
costs to society include lost productivity in the workplace and lost
BC RAIL from page 1
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millennium in a nation that has existed for less than a couple of
centuries.
The first clause gives CN an option to renew the original 60year lease for another 30 years. (The rent for the original 60
years was $150 million out of the $1 billion paid for the railway
and its tax credits.)
The second clause gives the landlord (BCRC) the option to
repurchase the ‘operating enterprise’, at the end of that 30-years
(90-years from now) at an undetermined price. Fat chance.
The third clause gives the tenant (CN) the option to renew the
lease for another 60 years (we’re now up to 150 years, or 2154).
No rent, it says, is payable except for ‘additional rent’ but we
don’t know what that is because it appears to be in one of the
blacked-out (censored or ‘redacted’ in lawyer language) sections.

Enjoy the wines
you love and SAVE!
Bring this coupon in and
SAVE 15% off every regular
priced wine kit in-stock!
Visit Wine Kitz Sidney today
and SAVE!
Unit 203, 9810 Seventh Street (NEXT TO THRIFTY FOODS)

Hugh England 1924- 2004

We note with great sadness the sudden death of Hugh
England at his home in Port Washington in the early hours of
September 13th. As he had been in apparently excellent
health his death came as great shock to all.
Hugh was born on August 15th, 1924, in Grandview
Hospital, Vancouver, to Reginald and Cordelia England. The
early years of his life were spent in Port Hammond, in what is
now Maple Ridge, where his father was an electrician at the
local sawmill. By the time Hugh turned six, however, the
Great Depression had set in and Hugh’s father was laid off.
After several years of moving around the Lower Mainland
and Vancouver Island as his father looked for work and took
a number of short-term jobs, the family settled in Burnaby
Heights where Hugh attended Burnaby North High School.
After leaving school Hugh apprenticed as a machinist with
Reliance Motors, a Vancouver machine shop.
In 1944 Hugh interrupted his apprenticeship to join the
Canadian Army (RCEME regiment). He served for two-anda-half years in Canada and Britain as a machinist working on
tanks and similar equipment. In 1946 he returned to civilian
life in Vancouver, but found himself unable to resume his
apprenticeship due to economic conditions. He hired on with
BC Electric, working as a bus driver and tram conductor for a
few years until the economy picked up and he was able to
return to Reliance Motors and earn his journeyman papers.
In early 1951 an event occurred that was to change his life.
His sister Joyce invited a friend of hers, Mary (Bunty)
Grimmer, home to dinner to show the pictures of her recent
trip to England. Hugh and Bunty hit it off and eight months
later were married in St Peter’s Church at Port Washington,
Pender Island. Three children (Rob, Ann and Steve) soon
followed and the young family moved into a house that Hugh
built on Cariboo Road in Burnaby.
By this time Hugh was working as a machinist at Scott
Paper in New Westminster. He was to stay with the company
for twenty-five years until, in 1976, Hugh and Bunty decided
to retire to Pender, Bunty’s childhood home. Early retirement
did not suit Hugh’s energetic nature, however, so in 1979 he
took a job with BC Ferries at the Otter Bay terminal, where he
was to remain until his second retirement in 1989. Since that
time he has continued to be very active in the Pender
community.
Over the years Hugh was involved in many clubs and
organizations, including the Scouts (both as a youth member
and a leader), the AYPA, several model railway clubs, the
Pender Island Golf Club, the Lions, the Legion, and St Peter’s
Church. He built three houses, helped build many other
buildings, and constructed numerous stone walls around the
Island. Hugh had many hobbies, including stamp collecting,
lapidary, photography, model airplanes and trains, and most
recently woodturning. Perhaps most impressively, he built a
1/8th size steam locomotive which he operated for many
years on club tracks in Saanich. All of these broad interests he
approached with his characteristic energy and enthusiasm.
Hugh was a man of great generosity of both his time and
resources. He was a very competent, energetic and
hardworking man who achieved much in his life, but was also
a man who liked a good party. He was an outgoing and
friendly person who always had a smile and time to talk to
friends and total strangers alike. He was a man dedicated to
his family and friends, all of whom will miss him deeply.
Hugh leaves behind his wife Bunty, children Rob (Judy),
Ann (Yaroslav) and Steve (Rachel), grandchildren Larissa,
Keira, Daniel, Christopher, Geoffrey and Gillian, and sisters
Joyce (John) and Peggy. On Monday, September 20th his
family and many friends overflowed both Saint Peter’s
Anglican Church and the Parish Hall to say goodbye to Hugh
and wish him well on his onward journey. His absence will be
felt keenly by all who knew him. 0

The fourth clause is the same as the second clause, except it’s
called the 2nd option. The fifth clause is the same as the third
clause, except it’s called the 3rd renewal.
Well, you get the idea. So by the thirty-first clause, we’re up
to the 16th renewal, and the lease has run 990 years, and it’s
2994. There’s no indication of what happens after that. We can
imagine, though.
The provincial government has outdone itself in writing an
agreement that far outruns any conceivable mandate or any
reasonable time period, in a ludicrous attempt to avoid the
suggestion that they have ‘sold’ BC Rail.There’s no avoiding the
evidence of a bare-faced lie. And at the end of this obscene striptease, that’s the only thing that’s bare. 0

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Davnor BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
REMOVE:

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 383-4558

SIDNEY • 250-654-0300

www.watertiger.net

Save on regular priced kits only. Project Holiday Wine, Project Wine Cellar® and Limited Release wine kits not included.
Limit 2 wine kits per customer. Cannot be combined with any other offer. This location only. Valid until October 31st, 2004
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The Brandon Hughey Story ~ Peter Carter

niversity of Victoria, September 27, them were made scapegoats while their
2004: the evening was billed as a superiors were not held accountable.
chance to hear US war resister Brandon
Thinking about how far up the chain of
Hughey. Victoria’s Raging Grannies opened the command responsibility for the torture and
event with their famous and witty view of the murders goes, I did not have a chance to ask
world. By the time Brandon got up to the him if he had heard President Bush’s address to
podium, the lecture hall was packed. A long- the recruits at Ford Hood. When claiming that
time activist friend sitting next to me remarked Iraq was a haven for terrorists (untrue), Bush
that this seldom happens even for renowned had said, ‘now you’re called again into action, to
visiting professors.
defend America and the cause of freedom in the
Brandon is nineteen years old, a tall, well first war of the 21st century. We’re not going to
built and pale-faced young American. Wearing forget the fact that they kill without regard for
a casual shirt, shorts, and a Team Canada ball the rules of war. They don’t value innocent life
cap in the traditional youth-defining reverse like we do. In America, we say everybody is
mode, he looked like an
precious, everybody
overgrown kid. But, over
counts. Everybody is
BRANDON HUGHEY
the evening, we discovered
equal in the eyes of the
how quickly this kid had
Almighty.’
Bush
come of age.
continued: ‘That’s not
Brandon’s story started
the way the enemy
just as the US invasion of
thinks. They don’t
Iraq got going. He signed a
value innocent life.
contract with the US Army
They’re nothing but a
for the reward of a $5000
bunch of cold-blooded
signing bonus and the
killers, and that’s the
promise of a college
way we’re going to treat
education. The latter was
them.’
the big part of the deal for
Brandon depicted
him because he didn’t come
the US invasion as a
from a well-off family. Later
massacre. He said that
he explained how, brought
what Bush called
up on American TV and
liberation was the
Hollywood movies, he
bombing of towns and
imagined himself as the
cities. The democratic
American good guy liberating Iraq. All in all, it Iraqi election would give the people a choice
seemed like a good deal.
limited between CIA-screened candidates. He
He was trained at Fort Hood and when he called the US occupation a ‘criminal enterprise.’
got out of the seclusion of training camp several
When asked about his status as a deserter,
months later, he discovered things in Iraq had he told us that the US had not actually declared
not gone as he expected. There were no war. If he is returned to the US, he would expect
weapons of mass destruction and no links to Al two to five years’ jail time and a dishonourable
Qaeda. Instead there was collateral damage: discharge, which would make him a second
American troops killing women and children, class citizen. He would have difficulty getting a
and young raw recruits like him being shot in job or a student loan for college. The irony of
the streets. He thought about it and decided the situation and the sacrifice he has made was
that this was an illegal and immoral war.
clear to all. The death penalty for desertion is
Brandon knew that if he went to Iraq and still on the books, he said, and who knows what
came back alive, he could not return to the Bush is capable of.
hero’s welcome he had imagined. He decided
There is no going back. Brandon has applied
that the deal was bad and the signing contract for refugee status in Canada. He has discovered
was as illegal as the war. Besides, the $5000 there is a UN clause under the Convention on
had never materialized. When he asked about Human Rights that permits servicemen not to
it, he was told he should be proud just to fight fight by reason of conscience.
for his country. He knew he couldn’t be. ‘Why
He was asked how his family feels about his
should I risk my life for lies?’ When he told his decision. He mentioned only his Republican
commander about his feelings, he was advised father in West Texas. He was not pleased with
that he had to do his duty. He quickly saw that his son. At Brandon’s encouragement, his dad
his duty was to get out of the US army. He made did some research about the war and now
for the Canadian border and was very grateful writes letters to Congress in defense of his son’s
to be welcomed by Canadians.
actions. He has also read the words of the US
He read his handwritten speech, prepared Founding Fathers and knows that they would
on college notebook paper, without emotion. It not approve of the nation becoming a
was done in less than 15 minutes, and questions colonizing power.
were then invited from the audience.
‘Do you believe in a just war?’ Brandon was
The full story and person really came out in asked. He thought momentarily, having
Brandon’s answers, which amazed my friend answered many such challenging questions,
and me. They showed a maturity well beyond and then answered in an assured and
his years. My wife reflected that the US was one straightforward manner. If his family was being
of only two nations in the world (the other is threatened with murder, he would take up
Somalia) that had not ratified the UN arms in their defense. So he was not a pacifist.
Declaration on the Rights of the Child. And the He thought this was the situation in which
US has resisted a protocol raising the age of many Iraqis found themselves. (I reflected that
combatants to 18. Brandon’s contract had to be he has not been fooled by the media use of the
signed by his father—he was only 17 at the time. term ‘insurgents,’ which people have been led
Brandon found out that the US military had to believe means fighters from other countries.
broken the Geneva Convention on several The dictionary defines the term as rebels
counts and that under the Nuremberg against an armed occupation.)
Convention that tried Nazi war criminals it was
Asked about patriotism, Brandon said it was
the duty of a soldier to resist immoral orders. right to have pride in your country but it can go
Under international law, the soldier is not too far and turn into dangerous nationalism.
excused responsibility for following illegal When your pride for your nation makes you
orders. Brandon referred to the torturing and feel superior to other people and other beings,
murder of Iraqi prisoners at the infamous Abu that’s no good, he said. The audience was
Ghraib jail. While he had some sympathy for wowed. I thought he should major in
the soldiers who were no doubt following philosophy at college.
orders, he had contempt for the way a few of
BRANDON, please turn to page 5

The Lakeview
MATERIAL

$38, 295

PORT BROWNING MARINA, CAFE & PUB
F A L L H O U R S:
Café: Open 7am–8pm daily
Weekdays: Early Bird Special $4.95 (7–9am)
Pub: Open from Noon daily
Liquor Store: Open 10am–9pm daily
Come down and enjoy our Delicious Daily Specials!

629-3493 • www.portbrowning.com • portbrowning@gulfislands.com

"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

Pender Island: Charming oceanview log
cottage, 100 ft. from oceanbank, living with
woodstove, bedroom, laundry or 2nd bed,
large loft, peaceful pond, fruit trees, steps to
beach access with great beach. Relax &
unwind! $319,000

Pender Island: Buck Lake lakefront lot, part
of Magic Lake Estates, access to comm.
water & sewer, close to walking trails.
Summer fun awaits! $359,000

Galiano Island: Spectacular oceanviews,
54.36 acres, custom home, guest cottage,
pond, walk to marine park. $995,000

Galiano Island: Beautiful oceanfront 10+
acres estate property, custom designed &
built as new home, beautiful views, all day
sun, private & quiet. S/SW/W exposures,
option to build two sep. guest cottages.
$1,420,000

Wise Island: Sunny building lot, S/SW/W
exposures, access to co- operative water
system, located close to Galiano’s
Montague Harbour. $299,500

Salt Spring Island: Ganges Harbour views,
3 bed - all with ensuites, country kitchen,
gas fireplace, wood floors, built 2002,
comm. water & sewer. Walk to Ganges!
$690,000

Li Read
Re/Max Realty of Salt Spring

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:

(250) 386-7643

Toll-free: 1-800-731-7131
Fax: 250-537-4287
Email: islands@liread.com
Website: www.liread.com

"See Li for Successful Solutions!"
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Islands’ national park
gets a bit bigger

The Gulf Islands National Park Reserve has received an
addition. Minister of the Environment Stéphane Dion recently
announced that John Fry and Ulla Ressner have donated a 7.8
hectare parcel of ecologically sensitive land located on Saturna
Island to the Reserve
Fry and Ressner’s gift is the first ever donation of privately
held land to a federal agency under Environment Canada’s
Ecological Gifts Program. This program was developed to
encourage and facilitate the conservation of ecologically
sensitive lands by offering enhanced income tax incentives to
donors.
The donation is also the first in Canada to take advantage of
new interpretive guidelines, released by the Canada Revenue
Agency, that now allow ‘split-receipt’ sales. A ‘split-receipt’ sale
enables transactions that combine a partial payment for land
with a tax receipt for the difference between the value of the gift
and the amount paid to the donor/vendor.
The Gulf Islands National Park Reserve was established in
May 2003 to protect one of Canada’s most at-risk natural
environments. The park consists of 33 square km of land on 15
Islands and numerous small islets and reefs in British
Columbia’s southern Gulf Islands. Lands for the new park have
been assembled over the last nine years from a combination of
purchases through the Pacific Marine Heritage Legacy initiative,
transfers from the Province of British Columbia, the Capital
Regional District, and from private donations.
‘This initiative provides a good illustration of how we can
achieve our goal of protecting and presenting Canada’s natural
heritage by working in partnership with local citizens,’ said
Minister Dion. ‘The Government of Canada is pleased to accept
this fine addition to the Gulf Islands National Park Reserve of
Canada.’ 0

Growth Management Pressures:
A Bowen Perspective

The following open letter was sent to the Islands Trust Council
and the Bowen Island Municipal Council. It is reprinted with
permission.

Dear Councils:
This past spring, my eldest child received an ‘L’. An ‘L’ is a
piece of paper issued by unseen forces across the ocean in
Victoria that entitles her, and many of her 16 year old peers, to
rocket around our community in over 3,000 pounds of steel,
plastic and rubber with little grasp of the complex concepts, rules
and skills that are required to actually manage the task in her
hands. It is a truly frightening experience.
About five years ago, the little Island of Bowen was given an
‘M’. An ‘M' is a municipal designation, similarly authorized by
unseen forces across the ocean in Victoria, that now entitles the
citizens of Bowen to tackle the social, environmental and
economic aspirations of the community with only a nascent level
of the knowledge, skills and tools required to effectively govern
their own affairs. It is an even more frightening experience.
Consider the task given us—the social capital (the qualities
that define our lifestyle, our ‘rural’ character, our cultural
heritage, our collective ‘way of being’ that is so different from the
urban neighbours next door) is entrusted to this ‘M’. Our natural
capital—the water, forests, streams, air and creatures big and
small—is entrusted to this ‘M’. Our economic well-being—now
and for all the tomorrows—is affected by how well we steer our
‘M’. In 1999, we imagined ourselves ‘ready’.
Armed with a (reasonably) fresh (circa 1992-95) Official
Community Plan (an OCP), a Restructure Study, a lump of cash
and some very well-meaning victims to test-run the roles of
mayor and councillors, we thought we had the goods to ‘take
charge of our own affairs’ on Bowen Island. While an OCP sets
out policies, we quickly learned that it was only a chassis—it
defined the character of how we wanted our ‘M’ to look and feel,
but it didn’t define how we were going to get to our destination.
We learned that what we really needed was a Land Use Bylaw.
So, the first term Council put their heads down and crafted an
LUB. ‘Brilliant’, we thought, ‘we’re ready to drive this ‘M’ now’!
Wrong.
Nothing like a plethora of un-built lots and new subdivisions,
an abundance of capital (low mortgage rates), a big healthy
boom in the housing market and a swack of eager, speculative
developers to burst our bubble of confidence. The trees came
down fast, the trucks rolled them off the Island.
The forest was lost for the eagle tree. We continued to make
fish stock out of our remnant fish stocks. The big blocks of
natural lands became small blocks, fragmented by built blocks.
The streams, wetlands and ‘lands that are wet’ got denuded. The
water disappeared for weeks on end, or was poisoned by e-coli
and who-knows-what-else from our farms and works yards.
We put mineral rights into our water rights. Life became
riskier for species-at-risk. The roads got crushed by big cement
trucks, lumber trucks, and just plain any-old, any-type trucks.
The broken record of developer’s promises became the
developer’s record of broken promises. More builders,
architects, service providers, planners, and workers of all sorts
came on the Island each day. More people who work off the
Island moved here to go there. We found more buoys in the
waters off our beaches than boys; one beach has more Sea-Doos
than swimmers. The ferry lineups backed up; loads became
overloads.
And the people hired to guide our elected leaders said: ‘we
can’t help you develop policy, write new bylaws or enforce
existing regulations, standards and covenants, because we’re too
busy processing subdivision applications and responding to
building and re-zoning requests’. Ouch.
In five short years, we became big spenders—spending our
capital fast. We’re tearing at our social fabric (the ‘old ways’ are
disappearing, and a new, increasingly frustrated populace is
emerging—along with flak jackets at the annual community
festival), we’re depleting our natural resources (and discovering
the depth of our ignorance of the limits to our natural
capacities), and we have been giving away our future economy
(ever hopeful that the boom will never bust).
While we thought we had a beautiful ‘M’, it isn’t looking quite
so good anymore. Worse yet—we aren’t even in control of our
‘M’. Turns out the OCP and LUB weren’t a panacea; turns out we
should have had something else, something more. Like plans—
we needed a water plan, a transportation plan, a Snug Cove plan,
an economic plan, an environmental plan, a growth
management plan. Important plans, all of them. Given some
serious plans, we could use something more: stuff like an
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Environmental Bylaw, Development Cost Charges (DCCs), a
Works and Services Bylaw, service and application fees that
cover the real costs to the taxpayers, staff with titles like
‘conservation officer’, tough regulations and even tougher
enforcement; important stuff, for sure.
But we didn’t have these plans, nor any of the tools to make
them truly efficient and effective. In the parlance of the
Victorians, we lacked ‘capacity’—we lacked it in 1999 and we still,
despite some Herculean effort on the part of staff and Council,
lack it now. We’re not getting where our OCP intends us to go;
we are, however, getting somewhere where we know we don’t
want to be. And our hands are not guiding the voyage—market
forces, ignorance and perhaps some political naivete have given
over our ‘M’s’ steering wheel to private interests—we’re still in
the car, but blindfolded and in the back seat.
The ability for land use decisions to be singularly made by
staff responding to confidential (and huge scale) subdivision
applications affords no due process for hearing the interests of
the human and non-human communities. With modern
knowledge of the means and ways of the capital (social,
environmental and economic) entrusted to our public
stewardship, we still acquiesce to a closed-door, colonial-style
decision-making process. It’s patronizing, and leads all
participants into a confrontational ‘win-lose’ dialogue. We can
do better.
Hit the brakes. Stopping is the place to start. Without
capacity, without plans, without bylaws, without human and
financial resources and without enforceable permits and
penalties in place, we are out of control. Stop the fast-paced
growth in the ‘M’ and take back the wheel. The tools are there to
serve the public’s interest—we can construct, adopt and enforce
them—it’s not that we lack the ability, we simply have lacked the
knowledge and time to put them in place. And let’s not be
frightened by costs—how can any economic argument justify
hurtling down the road in the wrong, and ultimately ill-fated,
direction? And costs can be recovered from developers and the
home builders of tomorrow for their share (which we currently
fully subsidize).
The move towards living sustainability—living within the
means of the Earth’s limits—starts with a conscious effort to
change our values. Focus on the triple bottom line (social,
environmental and economic wealth), instead of only the
monetary bottom line. Understand genuine wealth (a measure
of human, natural, social, manufactured and financial capital),
not just material wealth. There’s something valuable here that
we are meant to ‘preserve and protect’. If the will is in our hearts,
let’s put it in our heads.
On September 27, 2004, the Bowen Council will consider a
motion to place a restriction on growth until such time as we get
a few essential ducks in line. The Trust Council is dealing with
similar growth pressures on other Trust area Islands; the
problems are the same, the cures (tools) may be slightly
different, but the imperative is identical—hit the brakes.
I ask both the Islands Trust and Bowen Municipal Councils
to move immediately to a Bowen and Trust-wide moratorium on
growth. As we identified to our local Municipal Council last
week; even a short 6-9 month period, if used efficiently, could
make a positive and lasting difference to our communities. Let’s
de-politicize the arguments, focus on fundamental values and
get back in control of our ‘M’ (or ‘T’) with a sustainable and
thoughtful approach to stewarding the Islands in our trust. It
need not be so frightening.
Doug Hooper, Bowen Island

Make Active Pass No-Go Zone for
Whale Watching

As someone who is often diving in and around Active Pass, I
frequently see pods of Killer whales as I travel to work.
Unfortunately for them, it is the arrival of the whale watching
boats that most often signals their presence in the pass these
days. According to the research station on San Juan Island that
monitors the local Orca populations and movements, there has
been a change in travel patterns for killer whales that started in
the early 90s when they would usually use Boundary Pass to
enter the Strait, they now use Active Pass more frequently. The
reason for this change is not known.
Last week as I finished my day’s work of commercial scallop
fishing, I saw a dozen boats, most of them whale watching tour
boats, following twenty to thirty Orcas traveling north who had
just entered the south end of Active Pass. Six or seven boats were
at the rear of the pod, one or two on each side, while others were
stopped three to four hundred meters in front waiting for the
pod to travel to them. They had effectively surrounded the
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‘What’s On?’
Wednesday, October 6

'Stop The Grits,' emergency meeting of NDP supporters—
organize to save BC from total privatization by the Liberal
government • Galiano Community Hall • Potluck 5pm, Meeting
6:30pm • NDP supporters welcome • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Saturday, October 9

Mayne Island Farmers Market—fresh from the garden
organic produce and plants; organic eggs, chicken, beef; goats’
milk and cheese; tuna and salmon, flowers, yarn, bread, candy,
baking, art, crafts, cards; musicians, food and more—join us for
lunch from the BBQ • On the grounds of the Agricultural Hall in
Miners Bay • 10am–1pm • Agricultural vendors from other islands
welcome, phone Joanie to book a table: 250-539-9925 • ON
MAYNE ISLAND

Sat, Sun & Mon, October 9, 10 & 11

Thanksgiving Weekend Family Fun Swims—enjoy Saanich
Commonwealth Place’s wavepool, waterslide, pirate ship, toddler
pool, swirlpool, family changerooms, steam, sauna and length
swimming • SAT: 1–4pm, 6:30–8:30pm; SUN & MON:
10am–noon, & 1–4pm • 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right off Pat Bay
Hwy at Royal Oak Exit) • Info: 24-hour Swim Info-line
250–727–7108 • IN VICTORIA

Fri, Oct 15 & Sat, Oct 23

Ballet Victoria presents Variations—
mixed repertoire program featuring
classical, contemporary and modern dance
• SALTSPRING: Oct 15, 7pm, ArtSpring,
Tickets: 250-537-2102. PENDER: Oct 23,
4pm, Pender Community Hall, tickets @
Casual Pender, Southridge Farms Country
Store, Talisman Books & Gallery, and That
‘Little’ Coffee Place • Adults–$20,
Seniors/Students/Children–$15,
plus
applicable service charges • Info: www.balletvictoria.ca
SALT SPRING AND PENDER ISLANDS

W

Saturna Notes

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
Only $26.75! • With photo just $32.10

Sat, October 16

Bruce Vogt & Yumiko Yamamoto
Concert—internationally acclaimed
pianist and brilliant violist present a
variety of classical music • South
Galiano Community Hall • 7:30pm •
Tickets: Galiano Books $25/$12
students; seasons tickets available
$75/$40 students, call Gabi Farr 250539-5945 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Tues, Oct 19 to Wed, Nov 17

Gulf Islands Flu Clinics—PENDER: (by appointment, call
629-3233 after September 27) Tues, Oct 19 & Tues, Nov 2,
10am–2pm, Parish Hall; SATURNA: (drop-in, inquiries call 5393099) Wed, Oct 27, 11:30am–3pm, Community Hall; GALIANO:
(by appointment only, call 539-3099) Thurs, Oct 14, 1–4:30pm,
Lions Hall & Thurs, Nov 4, 2:30–4:30pm, Page Drive • MAYNE:
(by appointment only, call 539-3099) Wed, Oct 20 & Wed, Nov 17,
1:45–4:00pm, Community Centre; SALT SPRING: (by
appointment only, call 538-4880) Tues, Oct 19 & Wed, Oct 27;
9:30–11:30am & 1:30–3:30pm, Salt Spring Island Meeting Room
• ON PENDER, SATURNA, GALIANO, MAYNE & SALT SPRING
ISLANDS

Saturday, October 23

3rd Annual Sustainability Home Show—booths on solar
power, cob building, pedal power, seed saving, composting, land
covenants and all things sustainable; food & door prizes;
presented by Friends of Cortes Island (FOCI) • Manson’s Hall •
10am–4pm (10am–1pm: presentations on local economy,
sustainability; 12–4pm: booths, kids’ activities, slide shows,
demos, organic lunch) • Info: Lovena, 250-935-6993 • ON
CORTES ISLAND
• ON

Advertise Your Event in ‘What’s On?’
Only $26.75 or $32.10 with a picture

~ Priscilla Ewbank

e needed that rain and now the sun is shining and so
am I! Sunlight on short days is even more desirable!
With the moon coming to full and night skies clear, the
moonlight has been wonderful.
We had a crackerjack thunderstorm last week. What
excitement to feel the explosive bolts hitting so close after the
stunning flashes of light. The rain was torrential, it made rivulets
race downhill pulling the summers’ accumulation of duff-tree
and herbage debris out of the soil and down to the lowest point.
You can sure see how jungles have such meagre soil.
The quietness of enveloping fog was with us for a few days,
mostly mornings. Orb weaver spiders are busy fattening
themselves with the blundering bugs in their fancy traps; the fog
makes their webs appear jeweled with droplets. Mushrooms can
really be described as blooming this year! There are so many
kinds, the common one that comes up regularly around the farm
is huge—like a dinner plate! Such vigour and abundance. The
land is back to green, the moss is cushiony and plump, and the
grass is vibrant green.
Many birds are here, migrating or arriving back home—
juncos, towhees, song sparrows, red shafted flickers, and varied
thrushes. Their animation and calls add greatly to the season of
autumn. Thanksgiving is coming, the apples need picking, the
pears are ripe and the kiwis are awaiting the first frost—life is
good in Canada.

Salmon By Boat

Rennie and Eunice Weatherall returned in the San Jacinto from
Ocean Falls, way up north, with a boat-load of beautiful coho
salmon. Neighbours and friends lined up to buy the wild harvest.
Rennie and Eunice troll, and their catch of salmon is expertly
iced and cared for so the fish arrive in prime condition.

Saturna Harvest Festival

The Saturna Harvest Festival took place on September 18 at the
Saturna Vineyard. Michael Vatour, the organizer of food and
events, had the food venues handled by Saturna and other Gulf
Island restaurants. It was a bit like the concept used at the well
known Feast of Fields. Each participating group had a different
set-up, service, and part of the meal. The band, the Rockin
Hoodoos, was wonderful as always. Brilliant sunshine put the
visitors in a good mood, the festival coming right after the
thunderstorm and rainy days. Partial proceeds will go towards
completing our Recreation Center.

Celebrating Taimi Hindmarch

Family and Island friends got together to celebrate the life of
Taimi Hindmarch on September 25 at our Hall. Taimi was well
known throughout Saturna Community. She was a lively person,
and Saturna’s school principal and head teacher for 20 years.
Taimi's three daughters, Gladys, Leni, and Mary, were there with
their families.
Many people spoke about how she had touched their lives
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250-539-5051, 250-598-5888 devicque@shaw.ca

and what they found endearing about her. One woman spoke
about the two weeks she spent with the Hindmarches while she
was on her teaching practicum and how much that meant to her.
Another spoke about being an eighth grader in Cascade School,
Taimi’s first class assignment, and how much the 37 students,
from grades 1 to 8 in the single room school, loved her. Teacher,
Mike Hayes, who shared Saturna School with Taimi as his first
assignment, spoke of her dedication and how much he learned
from her. Donna Curwen, Saturna’s nurse, who had Taimi for
her first grade teacher in Ladysmith, said ‘I never forgot her
kindness.’
The gathering was wonderful in another way. Taimi was a
common thread in our lives. Through all the years of formal
school photos and the informal snaps of school concerts, awards
days, and Christmas concerts, we were all there in one photo or
another. School functions are important community events and
it was fun to see us all then and remember what we were like!
The Hindmarch sisters thanked Saturna community,
commenting on how Bob and Taimi referred to their days on
Saturna as the happiest in their lives. Thanks to the Women’s
Club for providing a welcoming setting to visit and share
memories of a wonderful woman—Taimi Ago Hindmarch.

Community Club Meeting

The third quarterly meeting of the Community Club was held at
the Hall on September 20. Dave Curwen, treasurer of the Lamb
BBQ, had a great report. ‘Great’ because we made a comforting
amount of money to run the Hall and all of the other services we
bank roll, and on-the-spot requests that we meet. It was also
great because it was well written and clear enough that nonaccountant types could get the picture! Melanie Gains our
thorough and wonderful Community Club treasurer gave us the
overall picture. Jacques Campbell has a long list of Hall repairs.
We have decided to dedicate funds to Hall maintenance,
structural and aesthetic , this year.
Brian Dixon-Warren gave us a report on the Health
committee. We are still working on getting insurance coverage
for our ambulance attendants. Brian called for a round of
applause for our retiring nurse, Donna Curwen, who gives so
much time and energy to the community for health service— this
was enthusiastically supported! New member Diane Robertson
will represent us on Salt Spring for Greenwoods Hospital.
Reappointments for the Emergency Preparedness Committee
are Melanie Gains and Janet Land. New Parks and Recreation
commissioners are Mei-Man Lee and Alan Oleson. Many thanks
to long-term representatives Ishbel Elliot and Jacques
Campbell, who are retiring. Michael Goldrick and Michael
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Dealing with Government XXII ~ Patrick Brown

Representative Government and
the Islands Trust

Start with a couple of statements of the blindingly obvious. The
principle of Representative Government is that we nominate
and elect representatives to represent us. That should be
obvious, but it means that we do not elect them for their looks or
their wisdom, though we hope they have at least a representative
quantity of each.
The principle of the Islands Trust is that it is responsible for
the preservation and protection of the Islands. This is why the
people we elect to the Islands Trust are called trustees.
These two concepts, representative government and
‘preserve and protect,’ are brought together by the mandate
contained in the Islands Trust Act. While the procedures that
Local Trust Committees must follow are contained in the
province’s standard municipal legislation—the Local
Government Act and the Community Charter—no other
municipal body in the province actually has a formal mandate
legislated by the province. This makes a big difference.

The Islands Trust Mandate and the
Islands Trust Policy Statement

All municipal legislation (bylaws) passed by Local Trust
Committees must, by law, be consistent with the Islands Trust
mandate. But it’s not always easy for trustees to judge this.
So some years ago, the Islands Trust conducted an extensive
exercise in public consultation in order to write a detailed
description of what the ‘preserve and protect’ mandate meant.
This document, the Islands Trust Policy Statement, is there to
guide trustees in dealing with day-to-day land use planning on
the Islands.
Read as a whole, the Islands Trust Policy Statement’s thrust
is clear. But, like the Bible, it’s possible to extract individual
phrases which can be used to justify actions which would not be
consistent with the whole. The same is true of Islands’ Official
Community Plans. They, too, must be taken as a whole.

Who to Represent?

Back to representative government. Sometimes it’s difficult for
trustees to discern who they should be representing. I’d say: the
community.
I know that doesn’t sound particularly helpful, so let’s
expand on it a bit. The community is everybody; it’s not an
individual or a group. The community doesn’t have one opinion;

REPRESENTATIVES, please turn to page 6

BRANDON from page 3

Someone asked how recruits were taught to think at Fort
Hood. Brandon was advised to think less. What did the other
recruits think? They didn’t think about the war, just about their
weekend and what kind of car they want to buy. When Brandon
voiced his concerns at boot camp, he became an outcast.
Would the war finish soon? He didn’t think so. What do
Americans think about it? In general, Americans really don’t
care about the war, so long as it doesn’t directly affect them.
They are not allowed to see the coffins coming home, as they
were from Vietnam. The media do not report the American
wounded and the poor morale. There are a lot of good people, he
said, who don’t speak out for fear of their lives being made
uncomfortable. Unfortunately, he said, he thinks the war will go
on a long time. There was no easy answer.
What were his plans? To get legal residence in Canada and
become an ordinary citizen with an ordinary job. I thought he
was an ordinary youth who had met an extraordinary challenge
to become an extraordinary man. I managed to commend him
on an inspiring act of conscience and asked him if the faith
communities had helped. Yes—the Quakers and Unitarians.
What was so impressive about Brandon was that his action
did not come from a belief. He had used his moral judgment and
when he was given no alternative but war, he chose peace.
Maybe there is hope for this war-ridden world after all. We left
feeling like we had attended a major event. I recalled a Jewish
Rabbi saying that morality in war, as in peace, cannot be
delegated. We each answer not to the Church or the State, but to
God, for our actions.
Brandon was tired. This was his fifth interview that day. The
entire audience stood and gave him a long and heartfelt
standing ovation. He would go to bed with a clear conscience.
The organizers asked us to visit the website:
www.petitiononline.com/resister/petition.html. 0
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Saving those special trees ~ Linda Adams

Local Trust Committees (the local governments
responsible for land use planning in the
unincorporated parts of the Islands Trust Area)
do have the ability to restrict tree cutting within
their Local Trust Area with either Development
Permit Areas (Section 919.1 of the Local
Government Act) or with Tree Cutting Permit
Bylaws (Section 923 of the Local Government
Act). Section 29(1)(a) of the Islands Trust Act
gives these powers to Local Trust Committees.
This means that Local Trust Committees
can designate areas that they feel need
protection because of their natural
environment, ecosystems or biological
diversity, or because the Local Trust
Committee believes those areas are hazardous,
or because the Local Trust Committee believes
those areas may be subject to flooding, erosion,
land slip or avalanche.
Within the areas they designate to restrict
tree cutting, Local Trust Committees can
prohibit or restrict tree cutting, and they can
require that land owners obtain a permit before
cutting down a tree. They can also require an
applicant to provide a report (certified by a
qualified person agreed upon by both parties)
indicating that the proposed cutting of trees
will not create a danger from flooding or
erosion. Finally, Local Trust Committees can
require that a property owner replant or replace
trees or other vegetation, if they have been cut
down or removed without a permit.
Some Local Trust Committees have acted
on these powers and have prevented tree
cutting in their Local Trust Area.
For example, the Salt Spring Island Local
Trust Committee created a Development
Permit Area around all the lakes on Salt Spring
Island that supply drinking water. Of most
significance was Maxwell Lake on Salt Spring
Island, which is the only pristine drinking water

supply left on the Island. The Development
Permit Area does not permit tree cutting within
300 m of the lake. This prevented tree cutting
near the lake during the period when Texada
Logging Inc. owned the land around the lake. It
also allowed the local water supply district to
purchase the land at a discounted price. They
didn't have to pay for the timber values within
the Development Permit Area, as the logging
company couldn't have cut trees there. The Salt
Spring Island Local Trust Committee also has
Development Permit Areas on lands that have
a high hazard for slope instability and erosion,
and on riparian areas near streams and
sensitive coastal foreshore.
As another example, the Denman Island
Local Trust Committee has created a
Development Permit Area to prevent tree
cutting near Komas Bluffs, which is recognized
as an area that is potentially unstable. The
Islands Trust has filed a legal claim and is
currently taking action against a property
owner who is alleged to have breached the
Komas Bluff Development Permit Area.
It should be noted that the province does
not currently allow any form of local
government (municipalities, regional districts
or local trust committees) to prohibit tree
cutting in areas that the province has
designated for forestry. This includes land that
is Crown forest or that is Private Managed
Forest Land (most of which was formerly the
Forest Land Reserve). It is in these areas that
tree-cutting often takes place despite local
objections.
We have recently provided Local Trust
Committees with information to ensure that all
are aware of their ability to regulate tree cutting
within their areas of jurisdiction. We will be
following up with a more detailed workshop for
Local Trust Committees in December. 0

REPRESENTATIVES from page 5
it has many. The community is not a majority;
it is majorities and minorities—the masses and
the eccentrics.
Representing the community is hard if you
think you know the answer; it’s easier if you’re
humble. You lead a community from behind; if
you get out in front it’ll trample you. You speak
to a community by listening to it. You teach by
learning.
All of this is standard stuff for the
representative who represents, and incredibly
difficult for the elected official who doesn’t.
Representing is both more difficult and easier
LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Brian Haley
and Pamela Bendall of
Saturna Island, BC intends to
make application to Land and
Water British Columbia Inc.
(LWBC), Vancouver Island
Region - Nanaimo Service
Centre, for a Private Moorage
situated on Provincial Crown
land located at Boot Cove,
Saturna Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is 1412520. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed
to the Senior Land Officer at
Street,
501-345
Wallace
Nanaimo, BC, V9R 5B6.
Comments will be received by
LWBC until November 7, 2004.
LWBC may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website at www.lwbc.bc.ca
under
Current
Land
Applications
for
more
information.
Be advised that any
responses to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at Land
and Water British Columbia’s
regional office.

with a mandate, because the mandate prevents
you from blowing in the wind, but at the same
time it gives you responsibilities and reference
points. It tests your integrity. That’s what
makes being an Islands trustee difficult; but as
many trustees have found, both addictive and
rewarding.

How About You?

If that’s your kind of challenge, start now: put
your name forward for the 2005 Islands Trust
election. You may not be brilliant, but you are
most certainly representative. 0
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Participants in this year’s highly successful Terry Fox Run warm up before
the 10km run at Georgina Point Lighthouse Park on Active Pass.

Terry Fox run more successful than ever

This year Mayne Island’s Terry Fox Run, on Sunday, September 19, raised over $7,000 from
runners’ pledges, the sale of Terry Fox clothing, and other contributions. Per capita this is one of
the best in BC—if not Canada. Some runners came from Pender to participate. One young woman
from Pender did the ten kilometres with a baby on her back!

Watch for colour-banded Song Sparrows
Amy Wilson, a PhD student at the University of
British Columbia, is calling on all bird feeder
watchers in the Southern Gulf Islands to be on
the lookout for colour-banded Song Sparrows.
Wilson is interested in the movement of Song
Sparrows among the Southern Gulf Islands.
Song Sparrows (Melospiza melodia) have
been colour-banded as nestlings on Mandarte
and several other small Islands for the past 30
years as part of a movement and population
study. However, once nestlings leave the study
Islands their fate is unknown. That’s where bird
watchers come in!
Birds are given three colour bands and one
metallic band, these bands are assigned in a
unique order allowing each bird to be

Galiano Players on stage again ~ Susanne Laughlin

Once again, the Galiano Players are on stage under the exuberant direction of Dave Clothier.
Actors are learning their lines, singers and dancers are rehearsing their moves for the upcoming
production of the two-act comedy, Hits on Broadway. This fast-paced hilarious play-about-a-play
is an adaptation of the 1994 Woody Allen movie Bullets over Broadway. We see a very Woody
Allen ‘take’ on theatrical life on Broadway in the 1930s with gangsters, hapless authors, neurotic
or over-the-hill actors, and other unique and interesting characters. Though this sounds like a
musical, it is not; it is a comedic play.
Hits on Broadway will play for three evening performances: November 11, 12 & 13 and a
matinee on November 13 at the South Galiano Community Hall. Watch for reminders in the
‘What’s On?’ section of the next issues of Island Tides. 0

Attention Expats! Your Vote Will Matter!
Mike Logan

If you’re an American living in Canada, it’s not too late—you can still register to vote and receive
your absentee ballot, depending on what state you’re registered in. It is essential that you request
your absentee ballots soon, however, as most states will not answer requests in the days
immediately prior to the election. If you are registered in Kansas, Maine, or Rhode Island, the
deadline will have expired prior to publication of this notice.
Voting assistance, guidelines, and comprehensive links can be found at
www.fvap.gov/links/statelinks.html, just find your state and click on it. The process is easy for
expatriates living in Canada. County and state offices are required to be helpful with absentee
voters. If you’re unsure which state you are registered in, check your former state of residence or
tax information. It is possible to register in another state if you plan on living there in the future
and have a viable address for collecting mail.
This election is being called the ‘most important election’ in history. Be sure and do your part,
because you can be sure you will feel the effects. Contact Democrats Abroad Canada at 1-877-3362008 or Republicans Abroad Canada at 1-416-595-8636 for more information and assistance.
Election Day falls on the first Tuesday in November, which in 2004 is the 2nd.0

$1,290,000
$1,390,000
267 Arbutus Reach Gibsons

Waterfront, Gibsons Bluff. One of the
top view properties on the sunshine
coast. This 2400 square foot home has
been totally renovated to international
standards. This south west facing
waterfront is sure to impress even the
most discriminating buyer.

individually identified. Each colour band is
4mm tall and made of a light plastic. Colours
used are: light blue, dark blue, green, yellow,
red, purple, orange and white. You may also see
birds with bands which are horizontally
striped. By giving each bird a unique colour
band combination, where it was born and who
its parents are can be identified.
If the colour combination is visible then the
real key is to determine which band colours are
on which leg and which band colour was
above/below.
For more information on what to record
when you see a banded sparrow, please contact
Wilson at: song.sparrow@gmail.com. 0

824 Valhalla Place Bowen Island

$1,107,000
$1,107,000

AIRSHED from page 2
wages due to sickness.
Poor air quality often means reduced visibility, which also costs
our economy in the form of lost tourism revenue: ‘We’ve taken our
best stab at producing dollar values of the health impact of air as
well as the impact on tourism,’ Schwarzhoff says. Current
estimates suggest even one extreme air pollution incident could
cost Vancouver tourism revenue of more than $7 million.
Georgia Basin farmers also pay the price of poor air quality due
to damaged crops and reduced yields caused by airborne
pollutants. However, as well as being impacted by air pollution the
agricultural industry also contributes to emissions. General
farming practices, the use of pesticides and farm machinery, and
agricultural burning all contribute to reduced air quality. ‘The
agriculture community want to be seen as environmentally
friendly and we want to help them with that as their sector has the
potential to become more significant in the airshed,’ says
Schwarzhoff.
The Airshed Characterization Report represents the state of
researchers’ knowledge and offers a firm scientific foundation to
developing strategies to improve air quality in the Georgia BasinPuget Sound airshed. The report also identified knowledge gaps
that future researchers will address: ‘It identified the areas where
we should focus our efforts, Schwarzhoff says. ‘Some things are
clearly not known and others need more work.’ 0
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A spectacular brand new home in the exclusive Valhalla
Estates on Bowen Island, not a drive by only a 20 minute ferry
ride to West Vancouver. Gorgeous views with artistic stone
and glasswork throughout. Extra large sun drenched patios
for entertaining, outdoor fireplace, wine bar, media room, and
top of the line stainless steel appliances. Includes a new
home warranty and self contained suite. an outdoor pond, a
heated two car garage and workshop. Relax in the steam spa
or the sundecks of this 1/2 acre estate while enjoying views
of the Howe Sound, Vancouver and Mount Baker.
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From Monster Deficits
to Monster Surpluses—
What Happened? ~ Marc Lee
The recent announcement by Finance Minister Gary Collins that
BC is now expected to post a $1.2 billion surplus in 2004/05
caught many by surprise. After all, it was only seven months ago
that Minister Collins tabled his first balanced budget, after skyhigh deficits the previous three years. What explains this
dramatic shift from red to black?
The Minister credits a more robust provincial economy,
which he attributes to his government's economic program—tax
cuts, deregulation, privatization. This story would make sense if
it were not for the inconvenient fact that it is not true.
The government’s projection for economic (real GDP)
growth for 2004 was raised by only a tiny amount in the updated
forecast—from 2.8% to 2.9%. This is hardly enough to cause
such a major change in the budget’s bottom line.
While the BC economy has definitely recovered from the
recession in 2001, it is not exactly ‘sizzling,’ as some recent
newspaper headlines have suggested. Economic growth of 2.9%
is not spectacular by any kind of historical benchmark. It is a
middling growth rate that does not pack the kind of punch
needed to substantially expand employment or increase wages.
On the employment front, a low interest rate environment
has done more for BC than tax cuts, by stimulating the housing
market and residential construction. A hot housing market also
increased Victoria’s revenues by $168 million in property
transfer taxes.
Employment growth improved in 2003 and 2004, although
it is still middle-of-the-road by historical standards. Other
employment indicators are little changed from pre-2001
patterns. On a regional basis, most employment gains have been
concentrated in the Lower Mainland and Victoria.
Outside of residential construction, new capital investment
in machinery and equipment and new facilities—the harbinger
of future productivity growth—has been weak. This is a major
indictment of the government’s economic program.
As a result, projections for tax revenues that are directly
linked to economic performance, such as personal income tax
and sales tax, have increased only slightly since the budget was
tabled in February and do not contribute much to the total
revenue gain of $1.2 billion. Moreover, personal income tax
revenues are still significantly lower than they were in 2001
before the government introduced its tax cuts—meaning that tax
cuts have not paid for themselves.
So, where did the big money come from? The budget’s
bottom line got a huge boost from rising commodity prices.
Lumber prices are close to record highs, up about 50% since
budget time. This has meant an additional $375 million in
revenues for the BC government.
Natural gas prices are also higher than projected at budget
time, for an extra $203 million in revenues. Higher energy and
mineral prices added another $117 million in revenues.
Together, higher resource revenues account for 60% of the
budget’s revenue gain for 2004/05.
Higher revenues have also come as a result of increased
federal transfers for health care (up $166 million), and this does
not count the new money that will come to BC as a result of the
latest federal-provincial health care summit.
BC’s post-secondary students chipped in an additional $95
million above what was expected at budget time due to higher
tuition fees. Revenues from student fees are a jaw-dropping
$350 million above what was collected back in 2001/02—
before the government lifted the tuition freeze.
SURPLUS, please turn to page 11
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Voluntary Subscriptions

JAKOBSEN

Did something in this
edition of Island Tides:

• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make you a good contact?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?

If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our 70 free
boxes across the Gulf of Georgia, Victoria or
Nanaimo, you can show your support and
appreciation by sending a voluntary subscription of

($20 + $1.40gst = $21.40) to:

Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0

Thank You!

heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you
who have sent in subscriptions. And keep
those lovely letters coming. We paste
them all in our scrapbooks!
A

Community awards winners

The Islands Trust Council announced the winners of the third
annual Community Stewardship Awards on Friday, September
17, 2004 during its quarterly meeting on Bowen Island. The
intention of the Community Stewardship Award program is to
recognize individuals and organizations for programs or actions
that have made a significant contribution towards the objective
of the lslands Trust. Council gave the group awards to the Island
Stream and Salmon Enhancement Society for their watershed
and stream restoration work, primarily on Salt Spring Island,
and to the Salt Spring Island Residents for Responsible Land
Use for their work in the preservation of Walker Hook.
The individual awards go to Ken Millard of Galiano Island for
his ongoing work as the director of the Galiano Conservancy and
to Tom Gossett of Salt Spring Island for many years of work for
watershed protection.
Winners were chosen from nine projects nominated by the
public in July. There were two group nominations from Salt
Spring Island and seven individual nominations from Galiano,
Hornby, Mayne and Salt Spring Islands.
Award presentations will take place this fall in the Island
communities where the recipients live.
The public can make nominations for next year’s awards in
spring 2005. Information will be available at
www.islandstrust.bc.ca. 0

ASSOCIATES
C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes
www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com

K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

GULF ISLAND SPECIALISTS!

OCEANFRONT LOTS
ON PENDER & SATURNA ISLANDS

SATURNA ISLAND

PENDER ISLAND

Brian Harris & Dave Cochlan

1-866-558-LAND (5263)

maplehomes_IT_colour

www.landquest.com
8/3/04 2:48 PM Page 1

Exceptional quality.
Outstanding value.
We offer so much more than a building package.
We deliver your dream at a very affordable price.
We provide:
• ideal designs for rural properties and other scenic lots
• shell packages for primary residences, vacation homes and cottages
• 35 years of industry experience
• financing, builder and warranty programs

Prentice

Liberty

Start your dream. Contact us today.

1.866.466.3535 • www.maplehomes.com
DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME

Letters from Page 4
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Oriental Health Centre
102-9780 2nd Street, Sidney

Herbal hope for over a million Canadians with diabetes.
• Eleotin is a natural choice for glucose control and blocked
com points.
• Restoration to near normal for 70% of Type 2 Diabetes
patients.
• From April 1998–October 2000, twenty thousand people
used Eleotin with virtually no side effects.

For more details, call Mark Sun at:
250-655-3339

LANCE VAESEN ROOFING
1184 SUMMIT AVE, VICTORIA

STANDING SE AM METAL ROOFING
FO R W ATER C OLLECTION S YSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE, SHAKE & SHINGLE

250-381-2157

CELL 250-361-5028

FAX 250-383-2198

Going Somewhere?

Serving the Gulf Islands for 21 Years

whittome’s travel
60 Station Street, Duncan

1-800-434-0566

travel.whittome@shawcable.com
Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700HlthCan_10x7.5_EN
Butler Crescent, 9/27/04
Saanichton,
B.C.Page 1
A481
4:30 PM

Miracle was very sick when rescued from Menzies Bay, it’s a
whales! I stopped for a few minutes as Active pass was plugged
long and complex story that space would not allow me to tell
with whales and boats.
When the Orcas had moved on, I entered the pass going far here. I’ll relate one thing she liked to do. Miracle liked to push
to one side and watched how the whale watching boats and pull things, including me if I wasn’t careful, (much like Luna
the Killer whale in the headlines these days).
operated. The boats at the back of the
Miracle was also very interested in people,
pod would wait until the whales had
especially kids, who she’d occasionally entice
moved on some distance, then they
into a game of catch with small pieces of kelp.
would again move up to get a closer
My diving time with this little whale
view, always pushing the pod. These
started at the Oak Bay Beach hotel, they had a
boats occasionally switched off with
large salt water pool we’d hastily converted to
the boats on the sides of the pod.
be her new home while one was being built at
BC ferries also entered the pass at
Sealand. I’d don my dive gear and vacuum her
a reduced speed and it got even more
pool daily. She’d never let me out of her sight
crowded
while swimming circles around me, never
The whales were spread out over
getting to close. One day my forward
about a third of the pass, keeping their
momentum stopped and I couldn’t move my
babies close to the center of the pod.
leg, when I turned around I found Miracle
A few very big whales were leading the
holding my flipper in her mouth (I was still
way up front. There was some tail
wearing them), she let go and went back to
slapping but for the most part they
circling me. Over the coming weeks this action
moved steadily on. The whales exited
was repeated many times and she soon
the north end of the pass and some of
figured out that if she gave a little tug this
the whale watching tour boats headed
LARRY & MIRACLE
rubber thing would come off. I rarely came
for home—a good day for them—but
out of the pool wearing flippers after that.
maybe not for the Orcas.
When she was moved to her new pool at Sealand this game
I checked on the Internet for regulations regarding Killer
Whales. There’s a ‘100 meter’ distance limit plus some common took on new dimensions. She had almost doubled her weight to
sense do’s and don’ts. From what I saw in Active Pass there is no over 1200 pounds, was as agile as a cat and far more aggressive,
way they could meet these minimal requirements. The distance when she did get my flipper she’d take it to the other end of the
of ‘100 meters’ is under review, hopefully soon!
pool to play with, after a few minutes of dropping and picking it
There is growing concern about noise in the water and how it up she’d return stopping a few feet from me. She’d open her
may be affecting the whales. Being a diver I can attest to the fact mouth, the flipper dangling on her teeth, teasing me. When I
that boats are very noisy, sound travels five times faster in water grabbed it, she would bite down and a tug of war would ensue.
than in air. Banging two rocks together underwater can be heard Of course she would always win! The only way to get my flipper
for a mile or more. With a dozen boats around the whales it must back was to show her the other flipper, she’d drop the one she
affect them, it certainly would me!
had and if you were quick she’d miss the one on your foot, and
A boat at high speed has a very high-pitched whine you could leave the pool with both flippers. This was her game.
underwater, while a large ferry at speed makes a distinctive
The above picture was taken while I was diving with Miracle
thumping rumble sound, at two hundred meters underwater at Sealand; she is a going after my flipper.
the ferries’ sound makes your whole body vibrate and if you’re
This story gives you some indication of how very intelligent
closer it can be physically nauseating. There’s also an odd sound Killer Whales are. Hopefully our Government will put in place
that I hear every few months or so while diving off Mayne Island. regulations that prevent the scene that I saw a few weeks ago in
It’s a distinctive clanging, rattling noise. When I look around the Active Pass. These Orcas need to be left alone so they can do
surface to see the source, there may not be a boat in sight and the what they used to in Active Pass; rubbing themselves on rocks
nearest dock is miles away. I’ve no idea what makes this noise. and feeding instead of being herded for monetary gain. I believe
My point is this: life in our local waters is noisy these days. Not they should make Active Pass off-limits to whale watching boats
much we can do about most of it but having whale watching or at least seriously review the regulations on how these whale
boats constantly following these Orcas is something we could watching boats operate. If we want these whales be here for
and should do something about.
future generations, we need to start acting responsibly now and
In the late ’70s and early ’80s I was head diver at Sealand of put the welfare of these Killer whales above the money they
the Pacific. During my time there I worked professionally with generate for tourism.
an abandoned 700-pound baby Orca, we called her Miracle.
Larry McInerney, Mayne Island
This experience showed me what special creatures these Orcas
are and how complex their thought process is. It also showed me
LETTERS, please turn to page 11
that whales are better left in the wild.

Better Health Care for Canadians:
A 10-year plan
Working together, the Prime Minister, Premiers and Territorial leaders have signed a 10-year plan, supported by
$41 billion in new federal funding, that will lead to better health care for Canadians.
Better Health Care

Shorter Waiting Times

 Reduce waiting times
J

The federal, provincial and territorial governments have committed to report clearly
on the progress we are making in health care and, for the first time will report
on progress in reducing waiting times.

• Improve access so that Canadians don’t wait as long for key tests, treatments
and surgeries

 More Doctors, Nurses and other Health Professionals
J
• Plans to train and hire more health professionals while also developing faster
accreditation for foreign-trained health professionals

 Expand home care
J
• Provide better support for people being cared for or recovering at home

 Improve access to family and community care
J
• Increase 24/7 access to doctors, nurses and other health professionals

 Better Access to Needed Medicines
J
• A commitment to manage drug costs and ensure that no family is forced to choose
between needed medicines and financial ruin

 Improved Aboriginal Health
J
• New investments and better planning to close the gap between Aboriginals and
other Canadians in terms of health

 Comparable indicators … so we can measure
J
• Federal, provincial and territorial governments will use comparable information
to report their progress in improving access to doctors, and to diagnostic and
treatment procedures

 Benchmarks … so we know what we are striving for
J
• Federal, provincial and territorial governments will set medically acceptable
waiting times – based on advice from medical experts – starting with cancer,
heart disease, diagnostic imaging, joint replacement, and sight restoration

 Targets … to drive change
J
• Provincial and territorial governments will set their own targets and report
annually to citizens on progress in reducing waiting times

Canadians will see for themselves where their health care
money is going and how it is making a difference.

To obtain a copy of “The 2004 Health Care 10-Year Action Plan at a Glance”,
call 1 800 O-Canada (1 800 622-6232) or, to see it on the web, click www.canada.gc.ca/healthplan.
Government
of Canada

Gouvernement
du Canada
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US Election Special Report ~ Mike Logan

S

Matching Up the Real Issues of the Presidential Race

outh of the border, the Presidential race is moving into the
final stretch. In less than a month’s time, the oftdesignated ‘Leader of the Free World’ for the next four
years will be decided. However most of the free world does not
get to vote and can only watch.
Many Canadians are puzzled to learn that George Bush has
been edging out his challenger, John Kerry, in the latest polls.
This may soon change, however, as the one-on-one debates
reveal Kerry to be the more ‘presidential’ of the candidates.
In some surveys, 70% of the American population felt that
Kerry ‘won’ the first debate, in which the umbrella topic, foreign
policy, was supposed to be Bush’s strong suit. It was clear to all
watching that Bush was flustered, and far from composed,
repeating trite and sometimes false statements, whereas his
opponent, Kerry, seemed charismatic as he coolly confronted
Bush on his misleading record. While it is true that the election
is polarized like no other in history, with very few undecided
voters in the margins, leading mainstream media sources have
predicted that the election will be decided by each candidate’s
performance in the next debates, giving John Kerry a distinct
advantage, since the next debates will feature domestic topics,
like health care and the economy, that are his forté.
So, just like every other election, this one comes down to
issues. Some issues—namely abortion, gun control, and gay
marriage—are distinctly American, and are causing deep divides
among the country’s culture, but cause little more than shrugs
from the rest of the world. What may be a surprise is how the rest
of the issues pan out, how similar and how different the two
candidates are. It is easy to create caricatures of the two
candidates, but both have been mavericks, both are selfproclaimed ardent patriots, and both were schooled in the
prestigious halls of Yale.
In fact, in this match-up, the contenders share a lot of traits,
both promising to make America ‘strong’ and ‘secure’ in their
message to the people. But, on the issues at hand, they straddle
a deep rift, one which has partitioned the United States into two
distinct and warring camps: those who are for Bush, and those
who are against him. The number of undecided voters is
shockingly small, perhaps less than 10% of the voting
population, making the issues all topics of vital concern, and the
debate performance crucial. Here are the candidate’s stances on
the issues at hand:
Budget: President Bush has turned Clinton’s $400 billion
surplus into a $520 billion deficit—the largest ever. He claims he
can cut it in half by 2010, if Congress limits discretionary
spending. Kerry would repeal Bush’s tax cuts for the wealthy and
claims he can cut the deficit in half by 2008, without limiting
discretionary spending.
Civil Rights: Bush champions his executive orders that
established the Office of Faith Based Initiatives and allowed
religious groups to receive federal funding without
discrimination. He opposes giving illegal immigrants automatic
citizenship, but wants a new legal status for the millions of them
who work low-wage, undesirable jobs. He opposes gay marriage
and wants a Constitutional amendment banning it. Bush
opposes gays in the military, but has let the Clinton ‘don’t ask,
don’t tell’ policy remain in place. Kerry is focused on closing the
wage gap between men and women, as well as ensuring
women’s right to choose. He says immigrants who have been
working, paying taxes for five years, and staying out of trouble,
should automatically become US citizens. He opposes gay
marriage, but also opposes a Constitutional ban of it. In addition,
Kerry endorses federal standards for civil unions, which would
provide legal benefits for gay couples. Much to the chagrin of the
American armed forces, Kerry also endorses an open policy for
gays in the military. Kerry will also expand federal hate crime
law to include gays and lesbians, a measure Bush opposes.
Defense / Military: Bush’s military budget calls for
another $15.3 billion in 2005, bringing the total to $380 billion.
He supports funding for next generation weapons including
mini-bombs, better bunker-busters, and American control and
exploitation of space. Kerry, in an effort to provide relief for
heavily tasked soldiers, wants to expand the armed forces by
40,000, without using a draft lottery. Kerry also wants to grant
automatic citizenship to immigrants who serve in the armed
forces.
If you think nuclear weapons aren’t an issue anymore, think
again. Here, the candidates are in opposition. Bush, having
pulled the US out of the Anti-Ballistic Missile treaty, is now
calling for $100 million in the coming years to fund ABMs, as
well as funding new ‘smaller and more accurate’ nuclear
weapons. Kerry, to the joy of peace-lovers everywhere, promises
to lead a global effort against nuclear proliferation and place a
global ban on new fissile material. Bush also wants to move all
present nuclear waste to a repository known as Yucca Mountain
in the Southwest, a measure Kerry opposes.
Economy / Jobs: President Bush is the first US president
ever to oversee a decline in exports and the first since Hoover
(1930-1934) to preside over a net job loss. Despite falling over six
million jobs short of predicted growth, the administration claims
that 1.5 million jobs have been filled since August, and has

Waterfront Services Corp.

Barging Service for All Gulf Islands
(40’ x 11’ cargo hold)

We also do:

General Contracting • Fine Carpentry
Decks • Garbage Removal • Mooring Buoys
Dock Adjustments/Repairs
Contact Jon or Dan Heppell at

250-412-2373

parkerisland@gi-wireless.net

earmarked $23 million for job training programs in 2005. Kerry,
meanwhile, predicts he’d oversee an increase of 10 million jobs
in four years. He also promises an array of tax breaks for small
businesses and companies to entice jobs back to US soil in an
effort to stem the outsourcing of American jobs to foreign
countries. He has guaranteed he will raise the minimum wage
from $5.15 to $7-an-hour within two years, a measure Bush does
not support.
Education: Though President Bush enacted the highly
touted ‘Leave No Child Behind’ program; Kerry accuses his
administration of failing to fully fund it. The program offers
alternatives for children attending schools that are not meeting
federal education standards. Bush’s website notes that his
administration has spent more than any other on education, and
plans to increase spending by up to $28 billion next year. Kerry’s
education plan calls for 500,000 more teachers, a lengthier
after-school program and an education trust fund.
Energy policy: Though Bush is hyping his commitment to
hydrogen cells, renewable resources and clean-coal technology,
his vested interests are in keeping the Strategic Petroleum
Reserve (or ‘SPR’—700 million barrels of oil) off limits; drilling
for oil in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR); and
protecting makers of MBTE (a gasoline additive that causes
cancer) from litigation. Bush encourages, but does not support,
increased mileage standards for cars, whereas Kerry guarantees
specific improvements. Both candidates endorse a
modernization of the electric grid. Kerry is also pushing for clean
coal, hydrogen cells, and renewable resources, calling for a ‘New
Energy Economy’ which produces 20% of its energy needs from
renewable resources by 2020. He wants to open the SPR to ease
gas prices, permanently ban drilling in ANWR, and opposes
protecting the makers of MBTE.
Environment: Kerry, called an ‘environmental champion’
by the League of Conservation Voters, dominates this issue.
Kerry’s first move in office would be to immediately reverse the
Bush/Cheney rollbacks of the Clean Air Act. Though Kerry voted
against the Kyoto accord, he wants to reopen international talks
and pursue a solution to global warming. Kerry plans to take
$100 million of subsidies for the timber industry and give the
money to the Forest Restoration Corps. He also pledges a
‘Conservation Covenant’ for federal handling of environmental
issues. In addition, Kerry has several comprehensive
environmental plans, including a massive restoration of the
Great Lakes area. Bush has paid lip service to the Great Lakes
plan, promising $45 million for restoration, but his 2005 budget
cuts $178 million from the region’s water-cleaning programs.
Bush backed out of the Kyoto accord, increased logging (to
‘prevent forest fires’), and champions a 70% reduction in
mercury levels by 2018. Kerry is adamant that the mercury levels
can, and should, be brought down immediately. The Sierra Club
has said that Bush has ‘the worst environmental record of any
US President.’
Health Care / Social Security: The number of Americans
without health insurance is up 3.8 million since 2000. Kerry
wants to massively expand health care coverage through federal
programs and tax breaks at a ten-year cost of $600-$900 billion.
His plan includes health care for every child enrolled in school.
Bush’s prescription drug benefits for seniors, which have driven
many seniors to order drugs from Canada, are a flashpoint, as
Kerry wants to overhaul the whole system and make generic
drugs more readily available. On the AIDS front, Bush promised
$15 billion for the fight against AIDS between 2003 and 2008,
but only $350 million has been distributed. Kerry promises $30
billion by 2008, and wants to prioritize research and expand
global outreach for this disease, ‘the great health and
humanitarian crisis of our time.’
Homeland Security: There’ s no doubt that 9/11 is paying
dividends for the Bush administration’s re-election hopes. The
9/11 Commission placed the blame for the intelligence failure on
both the Bush and the Clinton administrations and made their
number one recommendation the appointing of an ‘Intelligence
Czar’. Both candidates support this measure, but Kerry has
taken it one step further, vowing to ‘immediately implement’ all
of the Commission’s recommendations if elected. Bush calls
homeland security our ‘most important mission’, and has
created the Department of Homeland Security—a conglomerate
of 22 former individual organizations including Customs,
Immigration and the Coast Guard. Bush also created the
Terrorist Threat Integration Center and the Terrorist Screening
Center, and has thrown all his weight behind the now infamous
USA PATRIOT Act, which he plans to make permanent.
Curiously, however, Bush has not provided sustained funding
for ‘first responders’—police, paramedics and firefighters—who
have suffered large cutbacks and job losses in the years since
9/11; nor has the President created an effective system for
combating bio-terrorism. Senator Kerry plans to remedy both of
these, as well as implement a five-point plan, which includes

Gary Steeves nominated
for North Pender trustee

Following the resignation of Trustee Wayne Wright in late
August, Gary Steeves has accepted the nomination for the office
of Local Trustee in the North Pender by-election. In accepting
the nomination Steeves said that ‘people have been feeling that
the things they value about life on North Pender are under
threat, and conflicts over the direction we should take have
made divisions in the community.’
Steeves says he will bring the ability to listen and resolve
differences, work with the community as a whole, never
forgetting that, ‘everyone deserves to be treated as an individual.
‘Steeves stresses that he is committed to the trustee’s duty to
‘serve the public, advocate the Trust Mandate and adhere to the
Trust Policy Statement.’
Steeves’ 25-year career with the BCGEU, one of the largest
employment unions in British Columbia, furnished him with a
great many relevant ‘transferable skills.’ Recently retired as a
Director of the BCGEU, he served on numerous provincial and
federal committees, dealing with issues ranging from interprovincial and international trade, to environment, education,
health and public policy matters.
Gary and his wife Marina Horvath purchased their home on
North Pender in 1989 and have been residents for the last fifteen
years. ‘We know we made the right choice—it's so easy to love this
Island. We have a responsibility to take part in shaping its future.’
People in the community are quick to endorse him. Resident
Helen Allison commented, ‘I believe Gary to be a person of great
integrity. I also believe it is essential for anyone seeking to serve
as a trustee to be fully committed to the protection of the land in
the Trust Area. Gary has demonstrated to me his commitment
to do just that.’
Steeves is adamant that as a Trustee he will do everything in
his power to make ‘preserve and protect’ stronger than just a
hollow phrase. To learn more about Gary Steeves visit his
website at www.garysteeves.com 0

Richard J. Wey BCLS
Legal, Engineering and Topographical Surveys
Subdivision Planning
The Lord James, #4-2227 James White Blvd.
Sidney, BC V8L 1Z5

Telephone 250-656-5155 Fax: 250-656-5175

WELL WATER
IS YOUR

SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334
fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1
dennis moore
m.a.i.b.c.

d.h.moore / architect
250-472-1858
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Sidney Fire Equipment
9804 5th Street Sidney

250-656-FIRE (3473)

BRING YOUR FIRE EXTINGUISHER

FOR A FREE INSPECTION
N. Pender Firehall #1
Sat, October 16, 10am-2pm

Free Training & Refreshments
Discount Pricing On
New & Recon. Fire Extinguishers

Complete Rainwater Harvesting Systems
Roof-to-Tap Design
• Polypropylene-lined
Steel Cisterns—
4,000-30,000 gallons

• Roof Washers
• Gravity Filters

Bob Burgess 250-246-2155
www.rainwaterconnection.com

DESIGN • SALES • INSTALLATION
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British Columbia

The Best Place onEarth
toWork.
There has never been a better time to work in British Columbia. The Province’s growing
economy is creating thousands of good jobs in a wide range of sectors throughout B.C.
FIRST IN JOB GROWTH
B.C. is leading the country in job growth

GROWING STRONG: A POSITIVE
OUTLOOK FOR B.C.’S ECONOMY

with over 154,500 jobs created since

The future has never looked brighter for B.C.’s economy. B.C. is

December 2001 (Statistics Canada). In

well ahead of the national index for small and mid-sized business

fact, over the last three years,

optimism for the third quarter in a row and is at its

employment in B.C. has grown by 8.7

highest level since the Canadian Federation of

per cent, well ahead of the 6.3 per cent national

Independent Business (CFIB) began regular

average (Statistics Canada). Today, there are more

quarterly reporting. (CFIB, Quarterly Business

than 40,000 job openings (B.C. Ministry

Barometer, June 30, 2004). With building

of Skills Development and Labour). And the

permits at an all-time high and three

future looks even better with an estimated

consecutive months of double-digit

1 million job openings over the next decade

growth in B.C. exports, there’s good

(Roslyn Kunin and Associates, Inc.).

reason for such optimism. And it’s
why major financial institutions like the Toronto-Dominion Bank

FUTURE JOB OPENINGS
PROJECTED IN KEY SECTORS

have predicted that B.C. will lead the nation in economic growth

Forestry and Wood Products
Manufacturing: 33,191

For tips, tools and information on career planning, training,

Construction: 80,737

next year.

education, how to start a business and how to land a job, visit
www.AchieveBC.ca

Energy (Oil & Gas, Hydro): 8,453
Health: 114,673
Accommodation, Food
and Recreation (Tourism): 158,319
Technology: 71,255
Transportation: 61,299
Agriculture: 8,559
All Other Sectors: 508,607
Source: Roslyn Kunin & Associates, Inc.,
2010 Labour Demand Analysis

Visit www.AchieveBC.ca to explore your opportunities.

www.gov.bc.ca

Ad. No. PAB-FIN-L40562-H
Client: Public Affairs Bureau
9.375" x 14" – Image size

TBWA\Vancouver
81352_PAB_Work_SizeH
Publication: MONDAY MAGAZINE, TOFINO UCLUELET WESTERLY NEWS, NANIAMO HARBOUR CITY STAR, ABBOTSFORD / MISSION TIMES, AGASSIZ-HARRISON OBSERVER
BURNABY NOW, CHILLIWACK PROGRESS, CHILLIWACK TIMES, COQUITLAM NOW, DELTA OPTIMIST, DUNCAN, COWICHAN VALLEY CITIZEN, ENDERBY, NORTH VALLEY ECHO
HOPE STANDARD, KEREMEOS REVIEW, LANGLEY ADVANCE NEWS, MAPLE RIDGE / PITT MEADOWS TIMES, NEW WESTMINSTER ROYAL CITY RECORD, NORTH SHORE NEWS
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AUTOMOTIVE

Planning to buy a used
vehicle? Let us do the legwork.

* Affordable flat fee
* Customer shuttle from
Swartz Bay to Victoria
* 5 years serving Victoria
and Gulf Islands

Toll Free: 1-866-533-1898
www.autofinders.ca

250-598-1898
SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS
• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS

• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

TRANSMISSION SPECIAL!

4Trans inspection
4Cleanpan 4adjust
bands
4Replace pan gasket
4Check modulator
4Adjust throttle linkage
4Fill with new trans. fluid

only

29.95

$

reg. $49.95
Filter extra if
required

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

MARINE

250-655-1511

2248 Harbour Road
Sidney, BC
Fax: 250-655-1688

Call Now
For Your
Haul Out
3 0 & 60 T on
TRAVE L LIFTS
ISLAND
MARINE

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

Ph: 250-537-9710

Email: imarinec@saltspring.com

www.islandmarine.ca

CALL FOR ENTRY

The Comox Valley Art Gallery is
accepting submissions until
October 15 for the 30th Annual
Juried Christmas Craft Fair,
Nov 12–Dec 31/04. 367-4th Street,
Courtenay. Call 250-338-6211, fax
250-338-6287
or
email
cvag@mars.ark.com.

SURPLUS from page 7
What is truly alarming is that even though BC finds itself
flush with cash, the $350 million in spending cuts announced at
budget time in February have not been reversed. (One exception
to this is the budget for forest fires, which is $120 million over its
budget of $55 million.)
Since 2001/02, ministries outside health care and education
have borne a total spending cut of $1.9 billion. That the
government now has a surplus of $1.2 billion tells us that even
with the lost revenues from tax cuts, the government could have
spared BC the pain of two thirds of these spending cuts and still
had a balanced budget this year.
If a large portion of today’s surplus is because yesterday’s
spending cuts were too deep, the people who carried the burden
SATURNA from poge 5
MacKenzie are continuing.
I put in these names so that the community can appreciate
the effort and time that so many Islanders put into the
community.

Parks Canada Workshop

Carolyn Stewart of Parks Canada met with interested
community members and many members of the Saturna Parks
Liaison Committee at an all-day workshop on September 28th.
Parks is committed to consulting stakeholders about interim
management issues and possible management direction.
Interim seems to mean what Parks needs to be doing until about
2009, when a final Park management plan is in place.
Carolyn Stewart started off with Park mandates that are
already in place throughout all Federal Parks. Dave Curwin
asked the ‘big question’ right at the get go: how does Parks
Canada manage the obvious conflict between human enjoyment
of the reserve and protection of the remnants of Strait of Georgia
ecosystems? The discussion was a lively one as most of those
LETTERS from page 8

4-Day School Week

Dear Editor:
I have been trying to follow the four-day school week debate
from 10,000 kms away. The decision to move to a 4-day week
seemed to me to make sense when it was first broached, and that
was a few years ago. Our students were losing some time with
necessary appointments off-island, and one day, or at least one
afternoon free would seem to solve the problem. As always
however, a solution is always the cause of another problem,
mainly on SSI I have been told, with the lengthened hours
during the week, and the entire day free from school for the
students, and consequent problem with day-care for the many
parents who work. This is not only a SSI problem.
I still feel that a 4-day week is the best solution, especially
from an Outer Island viewpoint, and I do not see, nor
understand the hostility towards this proposal that seems to be
coming from Pender. I guess with some distance and time one
would expect that one would see things from a different
perspective, however I still believe that a 4-day week is the best
solution to the Outer Islands dilemma, as well as the financial
problems that seem to exist throughout the Gulf Islands, and

HOME, GARDEN & PROPERTY
ARMOUR

ROOFING
A Division of
Flynn Canada
• Torch-On
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

Florence M.
Windows & Blinds

Custom Draperies
1” & 2” Venetians
2” Wood Venetians
Duettes and Verticals
Agent for Hunter Douglas

250-629-6634

1-877-652-0599

Luttmer
Woodworks

www.flynn.ca

Kitchens
Wall units
Closet organizers

Member: Better Business
Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

Trevor ’ss
Garden
Ma intena nce

pruning • trimming
planting • bed work
seasonal cleanups

250 -6 29 -33 80

on Pe nde r I sla nd

250-539-0466
www.luttmerworks.com

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252 or
250-478-6937

of the spending cuts should have dibs on the surplus. This means
restoring cuts to child welfare, social assistance, child care
subsidies, and environmental protection to name some of the
more pressing needs in the province.
The finance minister is right that BC is now in a position to
make choices about how to disburse the expected surplus but he
is wrong about his government’s economic program. Most of the
explanation for the budget surplus comes from factors—low
interest rates, high commodity prices, stronger demand for BC
exports—that are beyond the control of the provincial
government.

Marc Lee is an economist in the BC office of the Canadian
Centre for Policy Alternatives, www.policyalternatives.ca 0

present had already spent 8 years developing an Official
Community Plan and regulatory bylaws and were very
conversant with the preserve and protect mandate of the Islands
Trust.
Parks Canada has made many consultative efforts with the
community and their desire for communication is always
valuable for their sake and for ours. The issues Parks raised are
worthy of broad discussion as many minds make for good
solutions!

Catering: Firefighter Style!

The Saturna Fire Department took a run at catering this week.
The Kaisers wanted supper for 90 people. The fire department
cooked what they are famous for—barbequed pig, coleslaw,
Spanish rice and dessert. The group was from England, and to
belong one had to have traveled 1,000 nautical miles at one go.
One of the guests had sailed around the world 7 times. Winter
Cove was full of beautiful boats in the long evening sun. A goodly
sum was made for the fire department coffers. 0
indeed British Columbia.
I am presently teaching in a 3000-student Middle school
(grades 7-12) on the Island of Hainan in China, and from this
perspective the debate that is raging seems pretty petty. When
you have classes of 40-68 students (really), and substandard
conditions and facilities things like an hour a day added to the
class seem pretty small. I say that, realizing that it is easy to draw
conclusions from a great distance, but we all claim to speak for
the students…. I don’t hear them speaking up, but only the
parents, or politically interested spectators.
I realize on Pender there is a politically charged atmosphere
right now, not only because of the 4-day week, and not primarily
because of this decision, but people, get a life…. There are more
important things going on now than these issues, and in spite of
our differences on both the school day, and the zoning, life will
go on. The sun will set on Swanson Channel, just as it does here
over the Gulf of Tonkin, and another day will begin. We will all
survive, you with your 4-day week, and me with my lack of
facilities and very large classes. Let’s think of the students’ best
interests and plan for the future!
Ross McKinnon, Hainan, China 0

FOR RENT

ISLAND EXPLORER

PROPERTY

MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230

Southern Gulf

House & Cottage Rentals
FOR SATISFYING RESULTS LIST
YOUR PROPERTY WITH US!
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

RENTAL WANTED

A winter retreat from the Prairies!
Would like to rent three bedroom
home on Pender Island in Feb/Mar
2005, minimum of four weeks,
Maximum six weeks. Contact: Bob;
TEL (306) 931-9251, Email:
rmidd@sasktel.net

GETAWAYS
MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

BUSINESS OPP

D EA L E R WANTED

A
well-established
Canadian Firm specializing in waterproofing
products for sundecks,
roof decks and aluminum
railings is seeking a
representative for Salt
Spring Island. A good
credit
rating
is
essential. We offer
excellent products, good
profit margins and a
business with growth
potential. For additional
information please call:

1-800-804-6288

MEETINGS

School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of
School Trustees will be held at the
Mayne Island School, Wednesday,
October 13, commencing at 1pm.
Public Welcome!

ADVERTISE
WITH US!

250-629-3660

MATCHING UP from page 9

revamping the PATRIOT Act to secure civil liberties and protect
chemical plants that remain vulnerable to terrorist attack.
Iraq: Bush’s position in the ‘new Vietnam’ is obvious, but
Kerry has induced his own quagmire with his voting record on the
matter, and subsequent failed attempts at explaining his position
on the war. He voted in October 2002 to authorize the President
to use force against Iraq, however in October 2003, he voted
against the requested $87 billion for reconstruction efforts. In
another confusing move, he has criticized the invasion, which was
based on faulty intelligence, yet said he still would have ‘okayed’ it.
For his part, Kerry claims that he did not believe the President
would intentionally mislead the American public or wage a
unilateral war. He has a four-point plan for dealing with post-war
Iraq, but has set no withdrawal date. Bush declared an end to
major hostilities on May 1st, 2003, yet over 1,000 soldiers have
lost their lives, tens of thousands more have been injured, and
countless Iraqi civilians have also died, not to mention the wellpublicized Iraqi prisoner abuses at Abu Ghraib.
Similar Positions: Both candidates have lengthy, and
somewhat similar plans for strengthening the rural economy,
with Kerry’s approach being much more progressive and
farmer-friendly than Bush’s business-like approach. Both
candidates are also pushing for a Constitutional amendment
authorizing line-item vetoes, which essentially gives the
president authority to strike displeasing features from
legislation without having to cancel the entire bill. Both
candidates call for a simplification of the tax code, bringing
broadband Internet access to the masses, and improving
military housing.
Trading blows: Of Bush, Kerry says, ‘his is the excuse
presidency—never wrong, never responsible, never to blame.’
The Bush camp portrays Kerry as a candidate who repeatedly
flip-flops on issues, making choices based on political
expediency rather than the issue at hand, saying, ‘vacillating and
indecision will not win the War on Terror.’ Kerry reminds the
American public that the Bush presidency misled the public
about the reasons for going to war in Iraq, and has repeatedly
squandered opportunities in the War on Terror. Vice President
Cheney has said that it is essential to ‘vote the right way’ or
America might get ‘hit again in a way that will be devastating.’
The polls: Most often, it’s been a statistical dead heat. There
have been several instances in recent weeks when Bush pulled
ahead by a significant margin; likewise, between March and
June, Kerry led Bush several times. The experts, however,
concede that there are a great many unknowns, not the least of
which is how polls tend to mislead the public (an issue to be
addressed in a forthcoming Island Tides’ article).
Voter turnout, suppression of minority votes, absentee
ballots, and the upcoming debates will all factor in to what is
being called the ‘most important election in history.’ There is no
doubt that the world will be closely watching, as more people
vote in this election than ever before. In the end, it will come
down to how the American electoral system works for—or
against—the will of the American people.
Disclosure: The material in this article has been taken from the
candidates’ official websites, and from various other news
sources and websites. The author is a registered Democrat and
plans to vote as such on Election Day, November 2nd—ML. 0
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Clean water for Haiti ~ Chris Rolling

ere’s an update on what ‘Clean Water for Haiti’ is doing
in light of the disastrous flooding caused by tropical
storm Jeanne. Gonaives has suffered a terrible blow.
The cost in lives estimated so far is 1,000 killed and another
1,200 missing. Most of Gonaives was built on flood plain, and
every home on that flood plain had been damaged in some way.
The damage is so bad that people are saying that nobody should
return to the flood area but instead rebuild their homes in the
surrounding hills
Perhaps just as severe as the initial cost in human life will be
the aftermath, as fresh sources of drinking water no longer exist.
Many open wells (and outhouses too) were filled up with mud
during the flooding. The only water left in much of the city is
filled with the rotting corpses of people and animals.
Yesterday I coordinated with three of the filter technicians
that Clean Water for Haiti has trained, including Daniel Cadet.
Daniel managed to find dry land on which to build our filters.
Together, we managed to transport 10 filter molds belonging to
Clean Water for Haiti along with 7 other molds into Gonaives,
where they will be used to produce biosand filters.
If things go according to the tentative plan, World Vision will
provide $11,000 to fund the first 300 filters, and CARE, as one

lake due to immense flooding in
the desert. It is very strange to
see cactuses poking out of 6-10
feet deep water. The only way to
stay on the road is by guesswork.
There are sparse bits of
vegetation on either side of the
roadway, and if you are careful,
The Haiti Disaster
you can judge where the road is
I would like to pause for a moment to put Haiti’s
and stay on it. There is a school
most recent disaster in perspective. Over 2,000
OVERTURN
bus and a huge 6x6 United
people are dead from tropical storm ‘Jeanne’
Nations truck overturned on the
(less than 50 people died when Category 5 hurricane ‘Ivan’ hit
sides
of
the
road.
As
we
passed
through
the water, we actually had
Florida). Already approximately 1,900 died in the area of Fond
a
bow
wave,
and
I
came
to
think
of
us
as
having a bow and stern.
Verettes in May due to ‘heavy rains.’ The death toll from Haiti’s
political turmoil in January-March is very hard to gauge, but Fortunately, our truck is a very strong Daihatsu Delta (unavailable
numbers something over 1,000. The average lifespan of a in North America) with a snorkel on the intake manifold, so even
Haitian is less than 50 years of age. Haiti is essentially one big after my feet started getting wet, the engine still worked perfectly.
The one problem during our trip across the lake was with the
disaster zone.
There will be more flooding and death next year, because the clutch, which was not made to work underwater. When I changed
country is hopelessly deforested and urban planning and flood gears, it began to slip very badly, but I managed to crawl out of the
control are nonexistent. Quite likely there will be more political lake in first gear. I must admit I was scared risking the mission’s
trouble and assassinations most valuable piece of capital equipment in this effort and prayed
too, because as most Haitians the entire journey through the lake, which was filled with stalled
agree, it has become part of trucks and buses. When the mission finally has enough money to
buy a second vehicle, I intend to get a second Daihatsu Delta
life in Haiti.
Clean Water for Haiti has because it proved itself so well yesterday.
Our new filter need some explaining. I have long wanted to
not, until this week, been a
reduce
the weight of the filter without compromising
disaster relief organization.
performance. I spoke with
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t
o
w
a
r
d
s
360º Breathtaking
about
possibilities
for
sustainable
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design,
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Each luxury suite offers a
when an engineer came to
Haiti’s
water
private entrance, deck, hot
visit us, he came up with a
quality. However,
tub,
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new mold design that is just
satellite TV, microwave and
if this current
great. The filter weight has
bar fridge.
project goes well
been reduced from 330
we
will
choose
to
1-877-629-2800
pounds to a mere 160. The
become a part of
www.penderislandshangrila.com
new filter design may turn
future relief efforts
out to be the most significant
with other large
development this year. Haiti
b i o s a n d
is an ancient Arawak word
CHRIS & BIOSAND FILTER
installations.
meaning
‘mountainous
As
I
mentioned, yesterday I drove land,’ and 330-pound filters are nearly impossible to drag up a
250-629-3660
to Gonaives with 16 molds, 2 mountain side. A 160-pound filter is a snap in comparison.
As I will continue to do, I must again appeal for long-term
technicians, 18 bags of cement
and lots of tools. The truck was volunteers to come work with the mission. So if want you to save
View our rates
very heavy, but the road to lives, work really hard in the hot sun, drive a truck until water
Gonaives has been improving starts to come through the doors or help those less fortunate than
online at:
over the last several months yourself, consider changing your lifestyle and coming to ‘Clean
www.islandtides.com
due to the United Nations Water for Haiti.’ Did I mention the mission is located on the
presence. Approximately a beach? You can contact Clean Water for Haiti in the US at PO Box
mile of the road now runs 273, C/O Vernon Alliance Church, Bellingham, WA, 98227-0273
through an enormous, muddy and in Canada at 2601 43rd Avenue, Vernon, BC, V1T 3L1. 0

of the primary relief providers to the area, will
be involved in finding good locations for filters to
be installed and check up on their use. In this
disaster situation, filters won’t be immediate
relief, but they will help tremendously with
decreasing water borne diseases in the months
following the disaster.

Accommodation & Attractions
Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
The Haven B&B Delia’s Shangri-La
In Peaceful Victoria
Oceanfront B&B

0RSHG3DFNDJHVDQG
KRXUO\GDLO\UHQWDOV
4HE )SLANDgS PREMIERE RESORT HOTEL

305 Rainbow Rd

Salt Spring Island

250-537-4346

gardenfaire@saltspring.com

Best of Salt Spring Island Online
best books • best edibles • best music

‘fabulous finds for fabulous people’

bestofsaltspring.com
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CREATING MEMORIES AND TRADITIONS FOR GENERATIONS
TO COME %LEGANT DESIGN AND SUPERIOR CONSTRUCTION
WITH RElNED DETAILING INSIDE AND OUT 4HIS WILL BE
YOUR VERY OWN PIECE OF PARADISE
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  INCL '34

#URRENTLY UNDER CONSTRUCTION THIS  SQ FT
 LEVEL LUXURY HOME IS SITUATED ON  ACRES OF
GORGEOUS VIEW PROPERTY ,OTS OF WINDOWS VAULTED
CEILINGS OPEN mOOR PLAN GREAT ROOM HUGE MASTER
SUITE PLUS  ADDITIONAL BEDROOMS EACH WITH
EN SUITE BATHROOMS AND ADJOINING FAMILY ROOM
3EPARATE ENTRANCE TO LAUNDRYMUD ROOM 0LENTY
OF TREES FOR PRIVACY PLUS LOTS OF SUN DRENCHED
GARDEN SPACE ALL AWAITING YOUR LANDSCAPING IDEAS
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Visa, Mastercard, AmEx
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CAMPGROUND

In the filtered sunlight of an old
forest. 1o min walk via Mouat Park
trails to Ganges or 3 min drive.
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Close to beach, hospital
and university. Organic
breakfasts and private
bathrooms. $40-$60

  INCL '34

1UIETLY SITUATED ON  ACRES WITH EXPANSIVE VIEWS OVER 'ANGES
(ARBOUR YOU WILL lND THE SITE FOR OUR NEW lNELY CRAFTED  
SQ FT RESIDENCE $ESIGNED TO TAKE MAXIMUM ADVANTAGE OF THE
GORGEOUS VIEWS THIS HOME WILL FEATURE TWO AND A HALF STORIES WITH
STEEPLY PITCHED ROOF AND DORMERS LARGE TWO CAR GARAGE OPEN LIV
ING AREA AND LARGE KITCHEN SPACIOUS UPPER LEVEL MASTER SUITE PLUS
TWO ADDITIONAL ENSUITE BEDROOMS AND STUDY (IGH QUALITY lNISH
ING DETAILS WILL BE FEATURED THROUGHOUT 9OU WILL ENJOY THE VIEWS
FROM EVERY ROOM &INAL DESIGN DETAILS AVAILABLE /CTOBER  
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+ING %DWARD "AY
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#ASUALLY ELEGANT RESIDENCES IN A SPECTACULAR NATURAL SETTING
&ACING SOUTHWEST ONTO #OLLINGWOOD #HANNEL AT THE ENTRANCE TO (OWE 3OUND THIS IS ONE OF THE LAST
REMAINING PREMIUM WATERFRONT PROPERTIES ON THE 3OUTH #OAST OF "RITISH #OLUMBIA (ERE 3ORENSEN &INE
(OMES WILL BE DESIGNING AND BUILDING A LIMITED NUMBER OF EXCEPTIONAL RESIDENCES CAREFULLY SITED ON 
ACRES OF MICRO CLIMATE SHORELINE AND FOREST 4HIS ENCLAVE OF CUSTOM DESIGNED LEGACY RESIDENCES PROMISES
TO OFFER COASTAL LIVING AT ITS VERY lNEST !LL OF THIS WITH 6ANCOUVER AND 7HISTLER AT YOUR DOORSTEP
)NFORMATION ON OUR PRIORITY REGISTRATION PROGRAM WILL BE AVAILABLE ON .OVEMBER  

&OR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR AN APPOINTMENT TO VIEW THESE PROPERTIES
PLEASE CONTACT 3COTT !NDREWS
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