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Galiano’s community gets together for their OCP Review kick-off with the Blue Sky Sundae meeting (see article page 8). Twelve OCP
Review meetings are scheduled for September.

Budget Update: increased taxes; reduced expenses
Patrick Brown
In the September 1 Budget Update, Finance
Minister Colin Hansen had to admit to a
runaway deficit and announced measures to
deal with it. The budget increases some taxes
but does not significantly reduced government
departmental estimates. The main attempt at
damage control is through reductions to
‘discretionary’ expenditures (which are mainly
grants).

Taxes
The biggest tax increase is, of course, the
implementation of the HST. While the
‘transition payment’ is spread over three years,
the actual tax itself doesn’t come into effect until
three months into the 2010/11 fiscal year. In
that year it is expected to yield some $180
million more than the current PST would have,
after taking into account the various
exemptions for each tax.
On September 1, Minister Hansen
announced that the provincial 7% portion of the
HST will be rebated on home energy costs
(electricity, natural gas, heating oil, propane)—
this is in addition to previously announced
rebates on gasoline etc, and this is expected to
cost the government $175 million in 2010/11.
A separate tax will be applied to private sales
of automobiles, which are currently subject to
PST but not to GST. This is anticipated to yield
$75 million in 2010/11. The hotel room tax will
be eliminated and replaced by HST. The
current sales tax on liquor will be eliminated
and replaced by HST; this would represent a
reduction in the price of alcohol, so the Liquor
Control Board will increase its mark-up to
make up the difference!
Medical Service Plan premiums will
increase by 6% per year (this has nothing to do

with the HST). The current credits for GST and
Carbon Tax for low income British Columbians
will be increased.
Personal income tax will be reduced by
raising the personal allowance; small business
income tax by raising the threshold and
reducing the rate to 0% by 2012.

Appeal Court
May announces candidacy judgment opens
in Saanich–Gulf Islands
Jordan River lands
Christa Grace-Warrick
Green Party Leader Elizabeth May officially for development

The September version of the fiscal plan
anticipated a $454 million reduction in
‘discretionary spending’; the only significant
expense decrease.
Now BC knows what ‘discretionary’ means:
that the government may not send you the
money, even if they sent you a letter saying they
would give you a grant. Arts and sports groups
across the province were taught this in the last
couple of weeks when they received letters
saying they would not be paid. The premier
further confused everyone by saying that the
government always fulfilled its commitments,
but ‘they’ve got to be real commitments.’
However, the day after the budget, following
threats of a class action lawsuit by groups that
had letters from last year saying they had threeyear commitments, the government quickly

announced her candidacy for Saanich-Gulf Islands on
Tuesday, September 8, following a weekend at the
Saanich Fair. The second nominee for candidacy is
Stuart Hertzog from Victoria (please note the ‘t’,
apologies for misspelling his name in our last edition).
Both nominees have come through the party’s
screening process.
In a telephone interview, on September 2, May
says she is very grateful to people in the electoral area
who have supported her in seeking the candidacy,
including readers of Island Tides who contacted her
(Island Tides ran an interview with May in our July 2
edition. It can be downloaded from our ‘Canadian
Politics’ archive at www.islandtides.com).
Our phone conversation came as she was dashing
back into her house in Nova Scotia, returning from a
cross-country tour of events with her daughter
Victoria-Cate. The next job was to pack the car with
everything Victoria-Cate needs to move into a shared
house in Halifax where she is starting her first year at
university.
That done, May was returning to Saanich
Gulf–Islands in time for Labour Day weekend. She has
rented a house in central Sidney and points out she has
had a major life change since the 2008 election. She
has changed from a single-mom to an empty-nester.
From her Ottawa sources, May is convinced there
will be a fall 2009 election. Nobody wants annual
elections, she says, but it is clear that the Conservatives
have lost the confidence of the house; not least for
‘shutting the doors of Parliament and bolting them
shut’ for two months, only six weeks after forming a
minority government in the 2008 election.
Given that a tone for cooperation has not been set,

BUDGET, please turn to page 2

NOMINEES, please turn to page 6

Government Departments
As far as departmental spending is concerned,
the only real percentage reductions were in the
Environment and Small Business ministries,
which each took a 20% cut.
In general, the expected cost of running the
government did not change between the
February and September budgets. Health and
Education were up by about $100 million each,
but they have very large budgets anyway.

Discretionary Spending

is available at these

The Security and Prosperity Partnership
(SPP), a business-driven structure
enabling representatives from Canada,
the US, and Mexico to promote
harmonization of regulations and crossborder procedures, started with George
W Bush and his governmemts concern
over 9/11, and died with a lackluster
‘summit’ in Guadalajara, Mexico last
month. Rumours are that it will be
succeeded by a similar tripartite setup
with a much broader range of concerns.
The Recognition and Reconciliation
Act would have set up a structure
through which business and government
could negotiate with BC’s First Nations,
recognizing their aboriginal title. It’s
proposal resulted in lengthy negotiations
with chiefs of some First Nations; it was
opposed by others First Nations, and
also by resource industry corporations
who felt that it would give First Nations a
‘veto’ over resource development. It was
declared dead last week by Grand Chief
Ed John. Its demise was also recognized
in BC’s Tuesday, August 25 Throne
Speech. 0

SERIOUS COFFEE

On August 13, the BC Court of Appeal
upheld Western Forest Products’
challenge of bylaws adopted by the
Capital Regional District (CRD) in order
to control development of some 2,500
hectares of former treefarm lands. The
Appeal Court judgment opens the door
for owner, Western Forest Products
(WFP), to apply to subdivide and to sell
the land for development.
The WFP land, was released from
forest use by Minister of Forests and
Range Rich Coleman on January 31,
2007. The release of these lands was
within the Minister’s powers under the
Forest Act, and was done at WFP’s
request, with no prior warning to, or
consultation with, the CRD. This action
was heavily criticized by the Provincial
Auditor, John Doyle, particularly with
respect to the lack of consultation.
At the time of the release, the CRD
anticipated that land use bylaws covering
the area (in the Juan de Fuca Electoral
Area) would be inadequate to control the
suburban development that WFP
expected would occur. The Regional
District moved quickly to put in place a
120 hectare minimum lot size, with
restrictions on bare land strata lot
development. This was anticipated to
delay development while more detailed
planning for the area could be done.
It was these bylaws that were
JORDAN RIVER, please turn to page 5

locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—Across from the Hospital

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

good reading, great coffee — it’s time to get SERIOUS!

Campbell River—Island Highway @ Village Willow Point

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza
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Madam Justice Elizabeth Bennett, who has presided over five
years of pre-trial maneuvering in the case of Dave Basi, Bob Virk,
and Aneal Basi, has decided to take up her new appointment
with the BC Court of Appeal, and ‘recuse’ herself from the case
(an unusual use of the word). Basi, Virk, and Basi have been
charged with fraud, breach of trust, and money laundering in
connection with the sale of BC Rail to CN in 2004.
Justice Bennett’s exit from the case was presaged by the
appearance in the court some weeks ago of Mr Justice Patrick
Dohm, BC’s Associate Chief Justice, to hear a petition from the
provincial Special Prosecutor William Berardino supporting
Justice Bennett’s early transfer to the Appeal Court. It was
opposed by the defence, who requested that she remain on the
case. Mr Justice Dohm announced that he already had someone
in mind to take over. That someone turned out to be Madame
Justice Anne MacKenzie.
It is not clear when Justice Bennett will leave, but she
anticipated that there would be at least a year’s delay in the start
of the trial. She requested that both the prosecution and the
defence prepare ‘summaries’ of the action so far to assist
Madame Justice MacKenzie in getting ‘up to speed’.

Madame Justice Bennett’s Record

AT POINT ATKINSON
Day

BC Rail judge replaced;
another year’s delay ~ Patrick Brown
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Day

Time
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Throughout four long years, and over 100 days of the court’s
time, Madame Justice Bennett has taken a strict and cautious
line, adhering narrowly to the rule of law and the rules of court
in dealing with a bewildering variety of motions, requests for
disclosure, and sometimes unbelievable claims by both the
prosecution and the defence. Examples: one motion, to limit the
access of the defence and the public to a ‘secret’ prosecution
witness, still remains to be ruled upon by the Supreme Court of
Canada.
Another, to obtain access to cabinet level e-mails bearing on
the sale of BC Rail, was met with the astonishing suggestion that
they had all been destroyed. However, recent testimony reveals
that some 2,500 of these have miraculously been recovered and
are still to be vetted for relevance by Justice Bennett. The first
batch was produced on September 2; they cover some 18
unidentified MLAs. A court session is scheduled for September
13 to discuss their relevance.
Emails from BCRail, also requested by the defence, now seem
to be buried in CN’s records, and court was told by a lawyer for
BC Rail that ‘it might cost $100,000’ to search for them.
All of this has taken place against the growing suspicion by
the public that there is considerably more to the case than the
simple malfeasance of a couple of ministerial assistants.
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BUDGET from page 1
reinstated these particular groups’ grants.
Nonetheless, this $21 million was a drop in the bucket in
comparison to all this year’s applied for and expected grants that
have not come through. This year’s applicants had been left in
the dark without the usual letters of conformation by the start of
the summer. But neither had groups had any information
denying funding nor any indication of the cuts. Indeed, they had
to continue to organize their annual events and programs if they
were to take place at all.
All of which tends to indicate that the government was not
unaware of the impending shortfall but left the province’s
cultural organizers to swing in the breeze. These groups,
including arts groups, such as the Victoria and Vancouver Fringe
Festival are now left in financial chaos.
All these relatively small grants (maximum $60,000 for most
organizations) which did not materialize make a lot of activities
possible for a many people; their withdrawal has an impact on
the economy and culture completely out of proportion to their
effect on the provincial budget. (See also related articles, pages 4,
5 and 8.) 0
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Summer & Fall Weekend Workshops
Acrylic Painting Tools & Techniques - Sept.26/27 with Rick Cepella
Improvisation, Creativity & Structure - Oct.17/18 with Annie Siegel

@

www.artsdenman.com

Toll Free:
1-888-335-1221

WENDE DAVIS, 1946–2009
The rich and vibrant life of Wende L Davis came to a peaceful end in
the early morning hours of August 12, 2009 due to brain cancer.
Wende died as she lived, surrounded by colour and light, and the
extraordinary love of her wide circle of friends.
Wende was born and raised in West Vancouver where she
explored the lanes, woods, creeks, mountains and ocean beaches.
Lighthouse Park and Hollyburn Mountain were favourite
destinations. She attended Pauline Johnson Elementary School,
Inglewood Junior High and West Vancouver High. She then spent two
years at UBC, followed by a short time teaching in Surrey and returned
to UBC to graduate with a degree in Anthropology. She developed her
studio practices through studies at the Emily Carr School of Art.
After studying yoga and completing an apprenticeship with
Maureen Carruthers, which included travels to Pune, India to study
with BKS Iyengar, Wende became a much-admired teacher in
Vancouver. One of the small group of the earliest Iyengar Yoga
teachers, Wende guided hundreds of students with her characteristic
humour, strength, and wisdom for thirty years, teaching until just
weeks prior to her death. Wende also trained, mentored and
supported many local teachers with patience, skill, and generosity.
As a young woman, Wende traveled to Los Angeles and became a
founding member of Woman House. Feminist in their actions and
methods, Wende was among women who created a place where they
found their voice in and through art, and created a west coast women’s
art movement. The impact of this experience can be seen in all of
Wende’s artwork. An accomplished and versatile artist working in
ceramics, sculpture, painting, drawing and photography, Wende was
very involved in the arts in Vancouver and recently finished an
extensive series of portraits that speak of diverse groups of people and
the individuals within them.
Wende’s life was enriched through travel. Amongst her many
adventures she lived with two First Nations families, one in Kitimaat
Village and one in Haines Junction, Yukon in her early twenties. She
particularly loved Marj Jackson, a respected elder in the Champagne
Aishiak First Nation. Wende and her friend Marianne very bravely
walked sixty-three miles on the White Pass railroad tracks from
Carcross to Skagway before there was a road. High tressel bridges,
numerous trains at unknown times and bears were not deterrents to
this grand adventure. Her body was as strong as her mind; in her
fifties Wende walked as a pilgrim on the Camino de Santiago in Spain,
and through the rugged landscapes of the East Coast Trail in NFLD
where she enjoyed the storytelling traditions of the people she met.
An active member of the Saturna Island community, Wende had,
this year, finally completed the construction of her beautiful cabin. It
was what she always dreamed it would be, filled with light, elegant in
its simplicity, environmentally sensitive, and comfortable. It was her
sacred space.
Words hardly capture Wende’s wondrous sense of curiosity, and
passion. She was always fun to be with and always open to adventure.
Wende loved her garden, her home, time alone, doing varied and
stimulating things with people she cared about, exploring and
learning. A longtime meditator in the Vipassana Buddhist tradition,
Wende strove to integrate mindfulness, intention, and clarity into
every aspect of her life. As a yoga teacher Wende was a public figure,
but a private person, eclectic, gentle, funny, introspective, sometimes
fierce, and always true to herself.
Wende built a rich, full, and exceptionally diverse life for herself.
With her shock of thick hair, in its many permutations, Wende was
instantly memorable and absolutely unforgettable.
For those of us privileged to know Wende, the world was enriched;
now we feel our loss deeply. But Wende taught us to stay in the
present. We carry our beloved Wende with us in the way we hold our
bodies, in the way we care for others, in the way we see the stars at
night or look at art or walk in a garden. The story of Wende’s life does
not lie in a single telling; it is a story of many voices echoing an
extraordinary person.
Wende will be greatly missed by her large circles of friends, her
family, her neighbours, the Iyengar Yoga community including
teachers and her students, and her beloved cat Karsh.
Wende is predeceased by her father, Tom, and sister, Heather
Thomson. Wende is survived by her mother, Doris, brother, John,
nephews, Larry (Linda), Brian (son Colby), nieces, Lyndsay Thomson,
Christina (Trevor) Krahn, aunt, Doreen Clemence, and Ross (Linda)
Thomson, and many other relatives.
Wende was cared for with great tenderness by close friends in her
final days, and held in the thoughts of hundreds more. Deepest
gratitude to Diana Smith, Kathy Mandigo, Susan Smyth, Dr Sandi
Witherspoon and the nurses at Vancouver General Hospital.
A memorial for Wende, a celebration of her life, will be held at 1pm
on Saturday, September 12th, at Celebration Hall, Mountain View
Cemetery, 5445 Fraser Street (at 39th), Vancouver. Wende’s recent
artwork will be on exhibit in her studio on October 3 and 4.
M.G.
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank

‘R

ight as rain,’ is a saying I remember
from my childhood. The rain began
with a nighttime storm and 1/2” of
rain in half an hour. Before nightfall, I have
been closing windows, dusty from being open
for months, and scanning in my mind the
garden, porches, barns and bakery for what
things left out that should not be getting wet.
Blue black clouds were filling up the
windowscapes after months of blue or stars.
The humidity before the storm brought out the
winged termites. In the late dusk, the
dragonflies were having a feast easily catching
the slow-moving, barely airborne, rich morsels!
The showers in the days since have been equally
welcome but gentle.
We are still so dry! Walking up on our little
hill, areas of moss that cover the rocky places
crumble to dust when walked upon. I wonder if

about 8pm, it crests the skyline, illuminating
the firs and maples with its huge glow.
We have one blackberry picking area left on
the Island which is truly a commons. One
evening I saw three different visitor families
picking away. Berry picking is hard-wired into
human psyches, I’m convinced. No child passes
a ripe berry without some response. It is one of
a Island child’s first skillsets—what constitutes
‘ripe,’ how to avoid thorns, and how to get
taller!

Haggis Hollow Underway
Work has begun on the Saturna Ecological
Education Centre’s Haggis Hollow Branch. Ian
Gaines and his ponderous concrete mixer truck
made it though the sheep pasture, to the
excitement of the sheep and horses, and up the
other side of the creek.
Eight strong young men with wheelbarrows

Round The Islands

the rain magic that makes them pop into green
velvet carpets will really work this time. Cedar
boughs are drooping in some areas. I haven’t
needed to mow any lawns for weeks as the grass
is flat and only seed stems stick up and wave in
the air.
The dawns are later and dusk comes sooner
as the autumnal equinox (September 22)
approaches. The waxing moon has been a
lovely pleasure each night. The long moonrise
and its brightness extend the daytime. Rising

loaded up at the concrete trough. With the help
of Tony Simmonds, Steve Dunsmuir, and
Richard Blagborne, who hooked pulling handles
onto the loaded wheel barrows, pushers and
puller shot up the slope over the duckboards to
the base of the footing tubes where the concrete
was shoveled and packed in.
The project is up and running with lots of kind
community help and expertise. It will be a marvel
to have this visitor building completed. 0

BC RAIL from page 2
did, it was at the behest of their political
masters. Hence the continuing attempt to
obtain documentation which would reveal the
who, how, and why of the decision to sell BC
Rail, and particularly to CN (the CPR, an early
bidder, described it as a soiled process). Public
curiosity has been heightened by the preelection denial by the premier that he would
ever do such a thing.
The result of all this is unprecedented
delay—through two complete provincial
elections.
Last week’s arguments in the court
concerned the relevance of documents in the

possession of Mr Patrick Kinsella, a close
associate of the premier and frequent Liberal
campaign director, who was being paid
handsomely ($300,000 from 2002 to 2005) by
BC Rail while negotiations for its sale were
proceeding.
Justice Bennett finally decided that there
was not enough evidence to justify the forced
appearance of Mr Kinsella during the (still
continuing) pre-trial proceedings to determine
whether he might have relevant documents.
She will bring down a decision on September 14
as to whether some of Mr Kinsella’s documents

The popular ‘98 B’ bus from Richmond
Centre to Burrard Station is no more. This
and other changes to bus routes service
reflect the intention that Canada Line will
carry much of the passenger load of
individual buses.
Carriages are large with room for luggage
and bicycles. Actual luggage racks might
prove helpful for airport travellers but at this
point your wheely suitcase must stand by
itself.
Much of the line is underground giving the
Canada Line a ‘big city’ feel. One hopes that
eventually public art and some dressing up of

A New Way into
Vancouver
The long-awaited Canada Line train is up and
running and taking passengers from Vancouver
Airport to downtown Vancouver.
As of September 7, it is the link for
Tsawwassen ferry terminal passengers. The ‘620
Bridgeport’ bus will run from the ferry terminal
to ‘Bridgeport’ station. To travel east or west in
Vancouver, connections can be made to buses at
49th Avenue, 41st Avenue and Broadway.
NOTICE
OF PROPOSED
CANCELLATION
Water Act Section 23
File 0161569

WHEELBARROW CREW TAKES A BREAK

Jill Moran

IN THE MATTER of Conditional
Water Licence No. 17332, which
authorizes use and diversion of
water from Lyall Creek for domestic
purpose on the Fractional West ½
and Fractional South ½ of South East
¼ of Fractional South West ¼ of
Section 17; North ½ of North East ¼
and North ½ of North East ¼ of the
North West ¼, Section 9, Saturna
Island, Cowichan Land District.
An investigation has shown:
a) The original appurtenancy of
the licence has been subdivided,
which necessitates an amendment to
the licence; and
b) Failure by the licensee for 3
successive years to make beneficial
use of the water for the purpose and
in the manner authorized under the
licence.
WHEREAS we have determined
that beneficial use of the water has
not occurred for many years and is
therefore subject to cancellation
under Section 23 of the Water Act.
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED
that unless cause to the contrary is
shown on or before October 31, 2009,
the said Conditional Water Licence
17332 will be cancelled.
DATED at Nanaimo, British
Columbia, this 12th day of August,
2009.
SIGNED: Larry Barr, R e g i o n a l
Water Manager, Ministry of
Environment, Water Stewardship
Division, 2080A Labieux Road,
Nanaimo, BC V9T 6J9
If you wish to comment on this
Notice, please advise this office in
writing, at the address noted above,
on or before October 31, 2009.

BC RAIL, please turn to page 5

2010 Proposed Hartland
Landﬁll Bans

RTI, please turn to page 4

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Jean
Elizabeth
Barakett
of
Saltspring Island, BC intends
to make application to the
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region office for a Specific
Permission
for
Private
Residential Moorage situated
on Provincial Crown Land
located in the vicinity of
Ganges Harbour, Saltspring
Island.
The Lands File Number
that has been established for
this application is # 1403687 /
30033. Written comments
concerning this application
should be directed to the
Section Head, Integrated Land
Management Bureau at #1422080 Labieux Road, Nanaimo,
B.C V9T 6J9, or emailed to:
AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo
@gov.bc.ca. Comments will be
received by ILMB until
October 30, 2009 ILMB may
not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website at
http://ilmbwww.gov.bc.ca/
under the link: Applications &
Reasons for Decisions for
more information.
Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information
Advisor
at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.

Take notice that Celia Jane
Meade and Karl Gregory
Meade of Saltspring Island, BC
intends to make application to
the
Integrated
Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for a
Specific Permission for Private
Residential Moorage situated
on Provincial Crown Land
located in the vicinity of Ganges
Harbour, Saltspring Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is # 1413372 /31111.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at #142-2080 Labieux
Road, Nanaimo, B.C V9T 6J9,
or
emailed
to:
AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo@
gov.bc.ca. Comments will be
received by ILMB until October
26, 2009 ILMB may not be able
to consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website
at
http://ilmbwww.gov.bc.ca/
under the link: Applications &
Reasons for Decisions for more
information.
Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information
Advisor
at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.

Capital Regional District
THIS IS THE 2ND PUBLICATION.

You are Invited
The Capital Regional District (CRD) is seeking your input on the proposed banning of wood
waste and product stewardship materials from disposal as garbage at Hartland Landﬁll.

call: 250-386-7643

Three drop-in Open Houses will provide information on the proposed bans and provide you
with an opportunity to comment.

Open Houses
Tuesday, September 15, 4pm - 8pm
Juan De Fuca Recreation Centre (Fieldhouse)
1759 Island Highway, Colwood
Thursday, September 17, 4pm - 8pm
Mary Winspear Centre (Activity Room 2A)
2243 Beacon Avenue, Sidney

You may also submit written
submissions on the proposed bans
until September 18, 2009.
For more information visit the CRD
website at www.crd.bc.ca/es or
contact the CRD Hotline at
250.360.3030 or 1.800.663.4425
local 3030, or hotline@crd.bc.ca

• Serving the Gulf Islands and
Greater Victoria for over 25 years
• Fuel-efﬁcient, cost-effective wood heating
• Solar domestic hot water heaters
• Sales and Installations

Solar Heating

Unit 6 - 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC
NANAIMO

More daily flights home from the Mainland
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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Editorial: Deficit & Stimulus
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STRAIT Of GEORGIA’S ONLY FREE
& MAIL DELIVERY NEWSPAPER

13,700 print copies delivered to

Gulf Islands’ households

5,500 print copies on the Ferry Routes
and in Victoria, Sidney, Mill Bay, Duncan,
Chemainus, Ladysmith, Nanaimo,
Bowser & Campbell River
1,500 online pdf readers each edition

www.islandtides.com
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Box 55, Pender Island, BC, V0N 2M0
Owner, Publisher & Editor: Christa Grace-Warrick
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Contributors: Brian Crumblehulme, Pam Frier
Priscilla Ewbank, Patrick Brown, Mike Hoebel

Tel: 250-629-3660 • Fax: 250-629-3838
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BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…
We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.
Open daily 9am to 6pm
Sunday 9:30am to 5pm

T

he provincial government’s September Budget Update
demonstrates a breathtaking level of fiscal, managerial,
and, yes, political incompetence. The impacts of deficit
reduction now fall directly on the citizens of British Columbia.
During the election period, which started soon after the
February budget (with a $495 million deficit), the Premier was in
complete denial about the continuing deterioration of the
economic situation. As a result, there could be no attempt to
adjust government programs, either to provide economic
stimulus, or to reduce costs.
Even after the election, neither the deteriorating provincial
economy nor plummeting resource revenues stirred the
government to any management action.
But as deficit reality set in, the premier and his finance
minister seized upon the HST and the accompanying $1.6 billion
federal government kick-back as the ‘magic bullet’ to save the
budget.

Readers’ Letters
Wildlife Abuse

Dear Editor:
If you were me, how would you deal with these incidents? I
witnessed three events from a distance so could not intervene as
much as I would have preferred at the time.
Yesterday afternoon, August 31/09, I watched a boat with
four young men, seemingly out for a fishing experience, turn
back as they were passing basking seals on an islet and zoom
back in close to the resting group and throw something at them.
Only one boy did the throwing, the tallest of the group wearing a
white T-shirt. But the driver of the boat allowed the change in
direction and the rest of the passengers, one in a blue-and-white
striped shirt, also allowed this to happen.
This was a fast black motor boat with yellow top and yellow
stripe amidship that raced into the bay from the south/Heriot
Bay. After the seal harrassment they went over to the Bretons for
a time.
In June, a motor boat (white-with-red stripe, red sunshade
and multiple young people), which came in from the Open Bay /
Read Island area, harrassed a group of dolphins by following
them and swirling around the increasingly stressed mammals
including young, near the Breton Islands. One of the passengers
in this boat fell out of the craft during this harrassment, was
picked up and the chase continued. Both a sailboat and I
witnessed this. We both contacted the DFO with as much
information as we had.
It is the matter of abuse of wildlife in plain public view that I
am concerned about here. Is this naive or is it just not discussed
or reported much? Or both? The legislation is specific about
distances and actions that people/boats must respect regarding
whales—which include dolphins.
As for the seals, who protects their space? Was it the son of a
fisherman that flung the projectile yesterday or a guy and friends
that thought it was acceptable behaviour to try to frighten
animals for fun? What next will be acceptable behaviour—for
fun? And how close should be close enough for people in kayaks
and cruisers ? It seems to me that seals in summer, for instance,
become habituated to people meandering around, closer and
closer, and are not as prepared for aggression as a result.
Thanks for the opportunity to question.
Fran Cochran, Quadra Island
RTI from page 3
the inside of the terminals will bring some colour and character
to the otherwise cold, stone stations. BC Transit promises cell
phone coverage even underground for those who must
constantly be in touch.
Southern Islanders should keep in mind that the Canada Line
will be the primary transit link to Olympic venues including the
Richmond Oval, the Vancouver Olympic Centre, as well being a
connecting route to downtown venues. Expect travel delays next
February. Or better still stay home.
See the Translink website www.translink.ca for more info.

Cowichan Bay - Cittaslow

101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND

On September 18, Cowichan Bay will enter the elite membership
of 120 Cittaslow towns in 16 countries with an official ceremony.
President of Cittaslow International Pier Georgio Oliveti, from
Orvieto in Italy, will be the special guest. Cittaslow is part of the
Slow Food movement which started in Italy.
Cowichan Bay is North America’s first certified Cittaslow
International Community. Applicants must be towns of less than
50,000 residents. Towns are assessed in 52 categories including:

Call Us Toll Free For Quotes On

Build with Linwood

250.539.2936

SATURNA GENERAL STORE

• Homeowners
• Commercial

• Farm
• Bed & Breakfasts

SALT SPRING ISLAND:
Mike Garside • 250-537-5527
SIDNEY:
Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
A2–9769 Fifth Street

Independent Dental Hygiene in a relaxed setting

7178 W. Saanich Rd

Registered Dental Hygienists offering:
• scaling • root planing • polishing
• whitening • gum disease therapy

OAK BAY:
Gary Law • 250-592-5544

Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd., 2-7855 East Saanich Road

www.seafirstinsurance.com

envirionmental policy, land use and infrastructure, quality of
urban fabric, encouragment of local food, businesses and
artisanal products, hospitality and friendliness.
In the final Cittaslow assessment, Cowichan Bay scored a
total of just over 93%, one of the highest of all the towns to apply
to the international network, with a particularly high score in the
area of environment, which includes greenspace, infrastucture
policies such as recycling, and biodiversity of both wild and
cultivated foods.
The effort to make Cowichan Bay a Cittaslow began two years
ago, when Slow Food Vancouver Island and FarmFolk/
CityFolk’s Feast of Fields Festival sponsored a food map of the
wild and cultivated foods found in the Cowichan Bay region. This
map was created and hand drawn by Salt Spring’s Briony Penn.
Sale of limited edition, signed prints of the map has assisted
fundraising for the Cittaslow application.
Two other Canadian towns, Wolfville, Nova Scotia and
Naramata, BC (and in the US Sonoma, California), are currently
in the assessment process. 0

The complete building solution
for your cabin or home.

BRENTWOOD BAY:
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)

SAANICHTON:
DAN OLIVE • 1-877-633-0877

BC Is In The Pinks!

Dear Editor:
As I cruise the waters of northern Vancouver Island, near
Sointula, Port McNeill, Alert Bay and the Broughton, fat and
sassy little pink salmon are leaping and wriggling everywhere. I
thought I would never see this again. These fish are a
powerhouse—feeding watersheds throughout BC’s south coast,
growing trees, wildlife, tourism and people.
I want to give thanks to everyone who made fish farms reduce
their sea lice by using drugs. If the lice levels I discovered in
Broughton in 2001 and off Campbell River in 2005 had persisted
these salmon would not be here. I would be happy to debate any
person, government, company or organization on this anytime,
anywhere!
However, I want to caution that this is temporary. The
scientists I met in Norway warned me: do not rely on drugs. All
parasites eventually become resistant to drugs. Farmed fish
farms must be removed from the Fraser River migration route
before the few sockeye eggs being laid this fall hatch and go to
sea.
Earlier this week the Provincial government quietly
announced they are pulling out of fish farm regulation. That
leaves the federal government holding the now red-hot potato.
The federal government managed our cod to commercial
extinction and so our work is cut out for us to save the salmon,
but at least now the DFO is solely responsible. No more passing
the buck. That the Province bailed so soon after the sockeye
collapse does make me wonder what they know about it.
Salmon farms do not belong on BC’s most valuable and
important wild salmon migration route—the Fraser sockeye.
DFO must now apply the Fisheries Act to fish farms. If we want
our wild sockeye there must be full accounting of disease on
every fish farm from Campbell River to Port Hardy in 2007,
when these fish went to sea. Only the sockeye that migrated past
these farms are in collapse. Norwegian fish farm companies have
become gatekeepers to our salmon runs. Whether we get our
wild salmon home hinges on what the fish farmers do.
Thank you to all who have brought us the miracle of the lifesustaining runs of beautiful pink salmon home to British
Columbia.
Clearly we can bring our wild salmon back, let’s get on with it!
Alexandra Morton, Echo Bay 0

• National, award-winning timber craftsmanship
• Canada’s largest brand name supplier of custom homes
• Guaranteed pricing & solid warranty package
• Access our qualified builder network

1103–115 Fulford-Ganges Road

112-2187 Oak Bay Avenue

When the HST proved not to do the trick, the only target left
for expense reduction in the $40 billion budget was a category
termed ‘Discretionary and other spending.’ This apparently is an
element in all departments, and, as shown on page 8 of the
government’s September fiscal plan, shows a reduction from the
February budget to the September update of $454 million.
In a province where resource extractive revenue is clearly
failing, it should not have escaped the government’s notice that
this multitude of grants to all manner of groups was the only
remaining source of immediate stimulus.
Grants should have been increased, not cut. Giving money to
groups who will spend it in worthwhile ways throughout the
province is a commonsense remedy. It is certainly a politically
astute one.
Cutting discretionary spending was another wrong move and,
yes, incompetent government. 0

autoplan

Call for your FREE plan book

Call 250-931-8881

www.linwoodhomes.com

Celebrating 7 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea

250-655-4884

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT • $31.50 • With image $36.75 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42 • With image $47.25 (max 70 words)
Payment with order only. VISA credit card accepted

Now until Monday, September 28
Nancy Ruhl Exhibition—depictions of local
life and people in Ruhl’s paintings are
introspective and narrative, capturing images of
beauty tinged with melancholy • UNTIL SEPT 23:
Red Tree Gallery, Hope Bay; SEPT 24-28:
Talisman Books, Driftwood Centre
•
www.nancyruhl.com • ON PENDER ISLAND

Wed thru Sun, September 9-13
Kate Reid Concert Tour—Vancouver singer-songwriter whipsmart, funny, passionate and queer as a
three dollar bill • VICTORA: Wed 9:
Victoria Event Centre, 1415 Broad St;
DUNCAN: Thu 10: The Duncan Garage
Showroom, 102-330 Duncan Street;
NANAIMO: Fri 11: The Cambie, 63 Victoria
Crescent; GABRIOLA: Sat 12: The Roxy
Theatre, 560 North Rd; SALT SPRING: Sun
13: The Lions Hall, 103 Bonnet Ave •
Tickets vary in price by venue $5-18 • Info: www.katereid.net • IN
VICTORIA, DUNCAN, NANAIMO, GABRIOLA AND SALT SPRING
ISLANDS

Sat & Thu, September 19 & 24
Pender Film Group Screenings—SAT 19: Pray The Devil
Back To Hell (2008)—brave and visionary women demanded
peace for Liberia, a nation torn to shreds by a decades old civil
war; THUR 24: Tell No One / Ne Le Dis A Personne (2007)—eight
years after his wife was murdered, Alexandre Beck receives an email with images of a woman who, although older, is obviously his
wife • 7:30pm unless otherwise noted • Community Hall •
Admission by donation • Info: www.penderislands.org • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Tuesday, September 22
‘Viola’s Golden Girls’—fun & free workshops
designed especially for women as an opportunity
to learn about managing money in a relaxed,
neighbourly setting; ‘Four Simple Steps to
Building
Your
Financial
Confidence’;
complimentary afternoon tea • 4th Tuesday of
each month • Shoal Centre Board Room, 10030
Resthaven Drive • 2-3pm • Space is limited, phone
250-657-2222 or 1-866-678-2200 • IN SIDNEY

Fri thru Sun, September 25-27
The Mastery of Awareness—workshop in the Toltec tradition
facilitated by Liz Forrest and Gloria Valencia; break selfjudgement, become aware of self sabotaging strategies and stop
giving them your energy, and define your ‘masks’ and move to a
more authentic self • The Kiva, 691 Beaver Point Road • $325
includes some meals and refreshments • Info: 250-653-2046
redearth@telus.net • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Friday, September 25
That's Al Folks—a one-man play by consumer Alan Weeks
followed by a cafe-style forum on mental health; refreshments
will be served • 6:30pm • Community Hall • Admission by
donation • Info: 250-629-2072 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Wednesday, September 30
Marc Atkinson Trio—back by
popular demand to open the 2009-10
season for Gulf Islands Concerts
(Pender); Marc composes much of the
complex, technically challenging yet
accessible repertoire for guitar and
bass • School Auditorium, 7:30pm •
Admission: single concert adults $25,
children $5 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Thursday, October 1
Starhawk: ‘Making The Transition’—EcoReality Sustainable
Living Education Series; Relocalization and Permaculture, one of
the most powerful responses to the twin challenges of peak oil and
climate change; how do we make the
transition to a less energy-intensive future
in a way that is just, sustainable and
abundant? • 7:30pm • Fulford Hall •
Tickets: $25 advance, from Salt Spring
Books, $30 at door • Info: Jan Steinman,
250-653-2024,
Info@EcoReality.org,
www.EcoReality.org • FULFORD HARBOUR, SALT SPRING
ISLAND

Friday thru Sunday, October 2-4
The Kerplunks ‘Walk On’ Tour—come join Canada’s hippest
children’s entertainers for their island
CD release tour • SALT SPRING: Oct 2:
Mahon Hall, 6pm, Tickets @ Fables
Cottage Bookstore; PENDER: Oct 3:
Anglican Auditorium, 1pm; Tickets @
Talisman Books & Gallery; GALIANO:
Oct 4, Community Hall, 1pm; Tickets
@ Galiano Island Books • Tickets: $10,
3 for $25, also available at the door •
Info: www.thekerplunks.com • ON SALT SPRING, PENDER AND
GALIANO ISLANDS

Saturday, October 3
The 7th Annual Bamfield Mushroom Festival—Berry
Pancake Breakfast, mushroom identification
displays, forest walks, Mushroom Derby,
gourmet Forest Feast, west coast Mushroom
Stomp (for those over the age of 19) •
Community Hall, Commuty School, Volunteer
Fire Department Hall • many free events, some
with cover charge; all proceeds support local organizations • Info:
www.mushroomfestival.ca 250-728-3006 • IN BAMFIELD

Sunday, October 4
11th Annual Salt Spring Island
Apple Festival—growing over 350
varieties of apples organically;
celebrating heritage apples • Fulford
Hall plus 16 farms • 9am–5pm • Info:
www.saltspringmarket.com/apples • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Friday thru Monday, October 9-12
Joanna Macy presents ‘The Work That Reconnects’—
renowned eco-philosopher and scholar of
Buddhism teaches a condensed version of ‘The
Work That Reconnects’; FRI OCT 9: public
lecture, 7pm, tickets on sale September 1, $20,
$15 limited income • Workshop registration: $450
(accommodations and meals extra), students $350 •
Info: www.haven.ca, 877-247-9238 ext 1, and
registrar@haven.ca • ON GABRIOLA ISLAND
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How To Manage a Disaster—
The Throne Speech ~ Patrick Brown
Before the budget was the throne speech which, looking back on
it, beggars belief. It began thus: ‘Today, more than ever, we must
all dedicate ourselves to our children and grandchildren.’ BC’s
August 25 throne speech for the first session of the 39th
parliament went on from this motherhood sentiment to
descended into doom and gloom: -‘the worst recession in 27
years’ – ‘economic maelstrom’ – ‘seismic economic shifts’ –
‘shrinking revenues’ - ‘the fiscal cupboard is bare and currently
hangs on a wall of deficit spending’— a combination of natural
disasters, fraught with metaphor. The coupling of the two
sentiments may have been no accident.
And a crisis is an opportunity for change, and BC’s Liberal
government has taken the opportunity of the severe economic
downturn to make a massive change in tax regime.

The HST Revelation
The provincial government seized the admonitory moment to
announce the adoption of the Harmonized Sales Tax. Never
mentioned during the election campaign, the revelation of the
HST so soon after the government was re-elected has raised
suspicions. Never mind; Ontario adopted the HST in March, and
BC must be ‘competitive’ with that province in attracting
investment and creating jobs.
The final deciding factor seems to have been a kick-back of
$1.6 billion offered by the federal government. Ontario took their
$4 billion bribe and distributed it to families to help them adjust
to higher costs for services not previously subject to provincial
tax. BC took the money and used it to help fund the government.

The Meat and Potatoes
So, much of the front end of the Throne Speech was devoted to
convincing British Columbians that shifting $2 billion in taxes
from industry to consumers would eventually benefit them. Not
immediately, but eventually—maybe.
A selected listing of other measures follows, items followed by
an ‘?’ are in government-speak and require you to translate:
• no increase, or rollback, in public sector wages
• ‘our (government) workforce strives to rejuvenate its ranks for
the future, in the face of its aging profile’ (?);
• ‘public funding devoted to public transit and ferry services
should not be used to subsidize unreasonably high compensation
levels’;
• ‘Adherence to Generally Accepted Accounting Principles
THRONE SPEECH, please turn to page 7

SHOWCASE YOUR EVENT!
Get Local and Salish Sea-wide
Visibility in 13,700 Households!

At A Incredible Price!
islandtides@islandtides.com

BC RAIL from page 3
should be made available to the court. This decision still leaves it
open to the defence to call Mr Kinsella as a witness when the trial
finally occurs.

250-629-3660

The Trump Card
Which brings us to the trump card of delay—changing the judge
in midstream. More specifically, promoting Madame Justice
Bennett to the Appeal Court before the actual trial can
commence. Clearly, throwing away Justice Bennett’s
accumulated knowledge of the case, gained over five years,
cannot improve the conduct of the trial or the quality of justice
that may result. After all, the pre-trial procedures are far from a
trivial pursuit—they shape the eventual trial and determine its
scope. In this case, the potential scope reaches far beyond what
the original charges would suggest.

Madame Justice MacKenzie
With all due respect to Justice MacKenzie, she faces an
impossible job. It is a daunting enough task to proceed with the
trial without an intimate knowledge of what has gone before; but
even more difficult, in the circumstances, to bring down a
credible verdict.
There is, of course, a possibility that the case will never come to
trial. For the sake of public respect for the judiciary, it must.
A further, very real, possibility, is that whatever the verdict, it
will be appealed. Madame Justice Bennett, by then a justice of
the BC Appeal Court, may then find that she has been unable to
escape the case! 0
JORDAN RIVER from page 1
challenged by WFP on a technicality; that the voting procedures
followed were improper. This challenge, in BC Supreme Court
on December 23, 2008, was upheld; the CRD appealed, and it
was this appeal that was dismissed by the Appeal Court. The
quashing of the bylaws is confirmed.
As a result, the zoning reverts to what it was before the bylaws
were adopted, and WFP can go ahead with new subdivision
applications for 319 lots of 2-5 hectares each.
The lands were to have been purchased by developer Ender
Ilkay, but the sale fell through in the face of uncertainty over the
bylaws. Ilkay had proposed a comprehensive development
including 220 one-hectare lots, 454 hectares of denser
development, 1,186 hectares of ‘natural green space’, and a
Jordan River population of 10,000. 0
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September Garden: ‘Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness...’ ~ Brian Crumblehulme

E

verything happens at once. Lots of produce, fall flowers,
winter vegetables to plant, bulbs, clean up, and those
post-summer zucchini parties. The time is now past to
sow many of the slow growing winter crops. But, while the
ground is still warm, September is a good time to sow salads and
green cover crops.
Winter flowers and vegetables grow slower than summer
ones and do not require such a rich ground. In fact they will
become sickly if overfed. Slower-growing plants are also hardier
and less prone to frost and wind damage. For winter herbs sow
cilantro, arugula and chervil between rows of lettuce, Chinese
cabbage and Mizuna. If you know that winter will not be too cold
you can also try snow peas, carrots, early beets and fava beans.
For a spring and early summer show, sow California poppy,
Clarkia, Violas (Johnny Jump-up), Lupins and Nigella. Later in
the month sow sweet peas; the ones I sowed this time last year
survived the bitter cold, began flowering at the end of June and
still continue to do so.
Spring bulbs are in the stores now. Deer will not eat daffodils,
snowdrops and usually leave hyacinths; they cropped the early
leaves last year but left the flowers. Most bulbs produce a
chemical (auxin) that inhibits an early growth. This acts a frost
protector and is itself neutralized by freezing. Three hundred
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Greenhouses
Fall is as good a time as any to think about greenhouses. Go into
any garden construction supply store and you can quickly be
overwhelmed by choice. The first question to ask yourself is,
‘What are you planning to grow?’ If it is a summer supplement
for a few tomatoes and row of basil then you are looking for a
temporary cover. If, however, it is effectively a year-round
workshop, then you are looking at a serious, permanent
greenhouse.
Volumes have been written about the merits of greenhouse
construction but beyond the obvious—a room that will receive
and hold an optimum amount of solar radiation, one that will
often get damp and therefore needs to be waterproof inside and
out—there is another debate. Do you use glass or plastic?
NOMINEES from page 1
she says, any coalition in Ottawa is unlikely at this point.
However, she feels the solution to continual elections is to
introduce an ethic of cooperative government.
Of Saanich-Gulf Islanders, she says that they are thirsty for
change both in the riding and in Parliament. She says she has
entered the political race here to give a voice to those who want
politics done differently. Her election, she feels, would send a
clear signal for cooperative government.
The Green Party, she says, is now on the cusp of winning
seats. The party, she says, is eager to include members who are
elected MPs. And indeed, a month-long surge in popular support
for the Greens in British Columbia has turned the province into
a four-way race, says pollster Harris Decima, with the Tories
polling at 28%, the NDP at 26%, the Greens Party at 24% and the
Liberals at 20%. May quotes the same poll as saying 40% of
Canadians want to see the Green Party leader in Parliament.
May acknowledes that. ‘It takes a lot of courage to stand for
nomination’ and she is grateful to people who put their names
forward for the Green Party, including former candidate and
former party deputy leader, Andrew Lewis, who achieved so
much in the riding.

The Second Nominee

JAKOBSEN

K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

years ago the Dutch discovered that by pre-chilling the bulbs
they could trick them to begin growing sooner. Hence, forced
winter flowers.
If you wish to prolong a few garden favourites such as
fuchsias and begonias bring them inside for the fall. If they are in
the ground now is the time to lightly prune and transplant into
pots and later in the month, before it is too cold, these can be
carried into the house and will continue flowering, perhaps
through Christmas.

• Specializing
in water
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access
over steep
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& rugged
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• Fully insured
• Excellent
references

Peter Christenson • 250-629-8386
www.shorelinedesign.ca

Speaking of Stuart Hertzog, the other nominee, May says that
she admires his spirit of ‘deep green’ and says that it is a very
important philosophical thread in the Green Party.
However, in recent years the Green Party has woven a richer
tapestry. ‘We are no longer a one issue party,’ as evidenced by the
Green Party’s comprehensive platform, and the many former
Progressive Conservatives who have joined the Green Party
together with former Liberals and disenchanted NDPers.
Naturally, May concludes, it’s up to the local riding association
whether she carries the banner in the next election.
Meanwhile, nominee Stuart Hertzog regrets the change of
Canadian Greens from a movement to a political party in the last
decade. Stuart does not believe that ‘greens’ belong in the current
political structure which he thinks is irredeemable.
He dislikes the centrist party structure which has developed
over the last 10 years and he wants to restructure the Green Party
as he thinks it ought to be; a federation of autonomous bioregional councils which act locally.
Especially in the last two years, he said, ‘greens’ in BC had
drifted away from their grassroots. (Elizabeth May, on the other
hand, thought that the fact that he had been accepted as a
candidate running against the party leader was a good indication
of how grassroots and democratic the Green Party is.)
Asked if his candidacy move was a party squabble, Hertzog

Having previously constructed about ten greenhouses over
the years, I have reduced the equation down to one principle. All
greenhouses are covered by something transparent that allows
sunlight to pass through.
In reality, most of the popular materials used transmit
anywhere from 75% to 95% of the sunlight. The key question that
is rarely asked is, ‘What happens to the other 5% to 25%?’
The traditional material is of course glass and clear glass will
generally transmit 93-95% of the radiation it receives on any day,
sunny or otherwise.
What is less well-known is that the liquid crystal we call glass
acts as a catalyst to shift the wavelength of the radiation from
short to long. The shift is actually quite small and usually
undetected, but it means that any blue or ultraviolet light gets
pushed a little bit towards the red end of the spectrum, closer to
infrared heat radiation. This why glasshouses are warmer and
why your car will get hot if left in the sun, even on a cold day.
A result is that you cannot get ultra-violet sunburns inside a
greenhouse. But move young plants outside on the first warm
day of spring and you can be often rewarded by leaves that have
been burnt by UV radiation just like you or me the first time we
take our shirts off.
GARDEN, please turn to page 7
replied that ‘internal battles within the party were the primary
battles.’ He thought that the central party ‘dumping’ Elizabeth
into the riding avoids the question of democratic process and
that Greens should present an eco-centric participatory
democracy.
Asked about the fact that if elected he would be spending a
good deal of time in Ottawa, he reiterated that Greens should be
formed into bio-regional units and running things from home
place. This would cut down on travel; there would be no need to
go to Ottawa. He said he wanted to ‘flatten the pyramid,’ this had
been his approach for 25 years.
As he is nominating for election as an MP, I asked, If elected
would he get on a plane for Ottawa? He replied, well yes, he
would do it for the greater good and that he would represent his
riding, particularly in respect to peace and non-violence.
Hertzog did think that there was a better chance that the
media would pay attention to a Green elected as an MP. Indeed,
since announcing his candidacy last month, Hertzog and his
ideas have been getting a good deal of media attention on the
coattails of this summer’s media interest in where Elizabeth May
would become a candidate.
He thought that the particular candidate makes little
difference in an election; that he would have as good a chance of
election as May.
The bioregion is paramount for Hertzog, electoral districts
mean little to him, so the fact that he does not live in the SaanichGulf Islands electoral district is not relevant, he says. However,
he thinks that it is wrong for Elizabeth May to come in from
another bioregion. He says too many people have come to live in
the bioregion which is causing a sustainability problem for
Vancouver Island. With Hertzog, nomination is a matter of
principle.
Hertzog’s thinking is in the longterm: about what happens
when the disaster of climate change kicks in, and about the kind
of bio-regional structures needed to govern at that time. He
would like to see a lot more local activism.
Stuart thought Elizabeth May was a pragmatist, a dealmaker, whereas he calls himself a realist, particularly about
large-scale climate change which he takes as a given.
Members of Saanich–Gulf Islands Green Party Electoral
District Association will vote on its candidate on September 19.

Another Election
In Island Tides last edition we published bios of Kit Spence and
Renée Hetherington who are nominated as potential federal Liberal
candidates. That nomination meeting is on September 12. 0

School District # 64 (Gulf Islands)
Looking for a flexible school option for your child? …
If you want your child to be working toward a
BC graduation and would like to have a BC
certified teacher guiding the learning and
offering best-practice learning resources, the
Gulf Islands (SD 64) Learning Design Partners
(LDP) or District Learning Partnership Program
(DLPP) is for you.

Benefits of the LDP/DLPP include:
a Significant parental partnership
a Regular teacher contact
a Flexible pacing
a Rich learning resources
a Supports all learning styles
a Hybrid program between
home and school

Prior to September 30, contact
the centre of your choice:
Mayne Island
District Learners Partnership Program

Donna Kirkpatrick
250-539-2371

Saturna Island
District Learners Partnership Program

Steve Dunsmuir
250-539-2472

Pender Islands
District Learners Partnership Program/
Spring Leaves Program

Martin Blakesley or Colleen Fitz-Gerald
250-629-3711

Galiano Island
District Learners Partnership Program

Dan Sparanese
250-539-2261

Salt Spring Island
Learning Design Partners

Oscar Hanson, Gerardine Charlton
or Carol Janyk
250-537-1864
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GSA Auto Rentals
Pick-Up from
Swartz Bay Ferry Terminal &
Victoria Airport

Monthly from $625
Weekly from $205
Mention this ad for discount

Rent

Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Minivans

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788
terry@gsaautorentals.com
www.gsaautorentals.com

FREE!

Scrap Car,
Truck, Bus &
Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

ISLAND
EXPLORER
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

KLYNE
CONSTRUCTION
LTD.

Southern Gulf

House & Cottage Rentals
Pender Island Long Term:
Very private oceanfront home with
beautiful views and beach access, 4
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms–$1500.
Cozy winterized cabin, wood stove,
ideal for single adult or couple. Large
living area with kitchen. Loft
bedroom–$650.
Pretty ocean view, 2 bedrooms,
kitchen, open concept living room and
eating area. Furnished/unfurnished–
$900.
Licensed Property Management
on the Gulf Islands since 1994.

• Concrete forming and
framing
• House kit assembly
• Project management
• Renovations
• Boat access locations
welcome
• Serving Gulf Islands and
Vancouver Island

Al Klyne

250-539-9887
alkelly@giwn.ca

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

13,600 homes &
3,800 yellow box
pick-ups this
edition
100 online readers
each day
250-629-3660
www.islandtides.com

Ross Walker

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

www.islandmarine.ca

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

• Docks • Moorings

250-537-9710

S TANDING S EAM
M ETAL R OOFING

F OR W ATER
C OLLECTION S YSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

• Ramps • Pile Driving

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028
Fax 250-383-2198

250-537-2990 or
1-800-804-6288

Servicing the Gulf Islands

GARDEN from page 6
For the past fifty years we have also had the choice
of a multitude of plastic coverings for greenhouses
and they are quite different. The 5% to 25% of
sunlight that is not transmitted through the plastic
sheeting is absorbed by the plastic and the UV
actually breaks down the polymer chains until the
plastic eventually disintegrates. Cheap polyethylene
sheeting will often crack and begin to break down
after one or two years. Fiberglass resins will craze
and go opaque, and cross-linked vinyl will last 5–8
years. The longer lasting plastics are the rigid ones
such as polycarbonate which may have an effective
transmission as high as 98%. A polycarbonate
greenhouse then may be brighter (lighter) than a
glass house, but will not be as warm.
So, if your greenhouse is a seasonal summer
supplement for those sensitive tropical flowers and
vegetables, a good-quality rigid plastic house may be
the most efficient. If however, your greenhouse is a
year-round producer of winter and summer produce,
then the warmer glass might be a better option. Both
of these styles are rigid, permanent structures.
The third option is temporary covering to protect
early summer plants from frost and cold winds. In
which case, lightweight, flexible sheets of UVresistant polypropylene or cross-linked vinyl are far
cheaper and easily moved, even if they only last a few
short years.
I always plan my greenhouses to be in full
operation all year round which means seedlings and
early vegetables in spring, tomatoes and other
tropical fruits in summer, extended fruit and
vegetable growing through the fall, and coldresistant vegetables, salads, and flowers throughout
the winter. In my case the additional heat afforded by
glass is a huge bonus since I do not have to provide
supplemental electric heating to be successful.
However, I am also eager to get a head start with
early planting outside for which I use a combination of
glass cloches and plastic sheeting for short-term use.

40+ buildings to
choose from
www.nickelbros.com

1-866-606-2237
D. A. SMITHSON & SONS

Well Drillers
INSTALLED •SERVICED
MAINTAINED

Chris West
Dive Services
250-888-7199
250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net

• Pre-assembled • Portable
• Fresh or salt water • No scrubbing
• Can be left full or empty
• Fully insulated (requires less wood)
• Includes everything you need …
Just add water & enjoy!

604.885.0646
alumitubs@telus.net

Jeff Edwards

250-629-3973
250-217-9500 cell
jay_r_e@shaw.ca

Sales • Service • Parts
Insured • Licensed

dasons@telus.net

Recipes:

Basic Apple/Fruit Chutney:
Prep time: ½ hour, Cooking time: 1 hour, Makes 3-4
cups
1 cup chopped onion, 2 ½ cups chopped apple, 1
or more cups of sliced plums, raisins, green beans,
rhubarb, carrots, green tomatoes...
1 cup cider vinegar, ½ lemon chopped, ¾ cup
brown sugar (or the equivalent), 1/3 cup grated
ginger, 1-2 cloves chopped garlic, salt, cayenne,
pepper, cumin... whatever, to taste.
Combine all the ingredients in a large heavy kettle
and simmer slowly for at least half an hour. Serve
warm or cold, keeps for two weeks in the fridge, or
you can preserve it in the usual way in sterile jars.
Makes a good gift if there is any left over.
Basic Tomato Sauce
1 cup chopped onion, 1 clove chopped garlic, some
olive oil, 1-2 grated carrots, some chopped sweet
pepper, 2 cups chopped overripe tomato, large pinch
of thyme, oregano, basil, parsley, salt, pepper & sugar
to taste
Fry the onion and garlic in the oil until transparent.
Add everything else and simmer slowly for at least a
half hour. Slather over spaghetti, macaroni, or cheese
on toast and serve hot with a glass of cheap red wine.
Variations: Mexican flavour, add cumin & chili
and serve with beer, Italian flavour, add fennel, more
oregano and serve with Parmesan; Thai flavour, add
lime juice and throw in a few prawns, Russian
flavour, add potatoes & sour cream and serve with
vodka. 0

Steele Greenhouse
Components Inc.
Mayne Island
Tel: (604) 532-1817
www.steelgc.com

Hot Tubs

Serving Southern &
Northern Gulf Islands

At this season of plenty there is the irony of what to
do with the excess. If the produce is perfect it can be
stored, frozen or canned, but if it is slightly flawed or
if the birds have had a beak full, and the slugs have
had a gum full, then what? Cut off any damaged
sections and make a good chutney.

Greenhouses
for Farm
and Garden

Swimming Pools
holger@hermann.ca

Advertise: 250-629-3660

• 3,000 gallon tankers

Eric/Wendy Holtz

250-539-5252
250-478-6937
www.smithsondrilling.com

• street flushing • film industry

www.alumitubs.com

Serving Pender Island
and the
Southern Gulf Islands

Advertise: 250-629-3660

MOORINGS

• CRD approved drinking water
• pool filling • dust control

BE BOLD - GO GREEN

Character, Custom &
Contemporary Buildings

250-388-2712
Bulk Water Delivery

Jay E. Electric

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for
Sundecks, Garage Decks
and Roofdecks.
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

Hot
Tubs

MOVED
HOMES

www.island-explorer.com/pender

WAHL MARINE LTD.

• Foreshore Applications

Ltd.

1-800-774-1417

MARINE

On Time & On Budget

CE VAESE
N
A ROOFING

N

Book with the best!

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

FOR RENT

L

AUTOMOTIVE

250-538-8244
gulfislandspas.com

the extra room
you wish you had

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599
- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

outerspacebuildings.com

THRONE SPEECH from page 5
should not prevent government from maximizing its public investments in independent,
regulated authorities’ (?);
• ‘Government will introduce legislation to restrict cell phone use while driving a
vehicle’;
• ‘We will act, this session, to legislate labour mobility for all Canadians wanting to work
in British Columbia and to advance open trade with Alberta under the TILMA.’ (?); and
• ‘require all public buildings to use wood first as their default building material, inside
and out’ (?).

Legislation
Besides another one-time amendment to the Budget Transparency and
Accountability Act to permit deficit budgets through to just before the 2013 election,
and the above mentioned Labour Mobility Act, the Throne Speech had little new to
offer. The majority of legislation will be bills left on the order paper at the end of the last
abbreviated session of the Legislature. They will be reintroduced, including the
Insurance Amendment Act, Strata Property Amendments Act, Wills, Estates, and
Succession Act, Police Amendment Act, and a ‘strengthened’ Lobbyists Registration
Act.

Directions
More verbal athletics: we have ‘many miles to walk’ before the Recognition and
Reconciliation Act is introduced, but the government reiterates its determination to
carry through with agreements with First Nations.
And there’s more: on climate change: ‘the plan we are pursuing…will not be derailed’;
fresh water as a ‘rich resource’; a Species at Risk Task Force; ‘specific direction’ for the
supposedly independent BC Utilities Commission; a new Asia Pacific Gateway Authority
(for the Northern Corridor through Kitimat and Prince Rupert); a ‘major initiative … to
encourage affordable market housing in BC’ (?); and ‘full-time, five-year-old kindergarten
will begin to be delivered in schools throughout British Columbia in September of 2010.’

Praise and Promotion
The hyperbole increased: ‘As we confront the challenges of today, we are preparing to
welcome the world to British Columbia, Canada, in 2010.’ Our guests, and ‘billions’ of
viewers, will be introduced to ‘a model province in a model country.’ Besides the
obligatory encomiums to ‘our province’s unbelievable beauty’, ‘we will show a population
that is cosmopolitan and open to the world, an economic climate that welcomes investment
and a workforce that is productive, innovative, and creative.’ Finally, ‘In BC, we live
amongst the mountains. May we all commit to keep our province strong and reach new
summits together.’
Maybe things weren’t so bad after all.
But when words are chosen in the way they have been in the Throne Speech, it makes
you wonder. The other shoe dropped with the budget update a week later. 0
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Rainwater, Wastewater & Potable Water
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TANKS and PRE-PACKAGED
SEWAGE TREATMENT
SYSTEMS

1-800-665-4499
“If It Flows - We Go With It !”
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A Better Way to Build
Save time, money and headaches.

Pioneer 1,673 sq. ft.
• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct.
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly.
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.

Russ Anderson

R. Anderson Technical Services
Duncan, BC
Phone: 250-510-6000

Brian Haller
Mayne Island
250-539-2847

View over 100 plans at: www.nelson-homes.com

DOCK BUILDING COMPONENTS
& ACCESSORIES

Gambier celebration

Howe Sound’s Gambier Islanders gathered under blue skies on
Saturday, August 22nd to celebrate the grand opening of the
newly protected Mount Artaban Nature Reserve and to hike to
the mountain’s summit.
The Islands Trust Fund took ownership of the 107 hectare
(264 acre) nature reserve in 2008 through the provincial
government’s Free Crown Grant program. To satisfy the
province’s conditions for the transfer, the Islands Trust Fund
partnered with the Gambier Island Conservancy to fundraise
over $40,000 to cover the costs of the land survey and a
management plan which was completed in 2009.
‘This ceremony was a landmark event for Gambier Island and
the Conservancy,’ said Peter Scholefield, Gambier Island
Conservancy President. ‘The establishment of the Mount
Artaban Nature Reserve is a significant achievement towards
our goal of preserving our Island’s diversity and enhancing our
knowledge of its ecosystems.’
The Mount Artaban Nature Reserve and adjoining protected
areas offer an exhilarating hiking experience. Island residents
and visitors can enjoy trails that extend from the Long Bay and

OCP Review Galiano-style—
overflow crowd and icecream
sundaes ~ Pam Frier

Running on empty—the
provincial budget

Sunday, August 23 was Blue Sky Sundae on Galiano and what a
day it was! Approximately 125 people packed the Lions Hall to
celebrate the launch of Galiano’s Official Community Plan
review. They came to share ideas for shaping the Island’s future
and to beat the August heat with deliciously decadent buildyour-own icecream sundaes.
People gathered for conversations around tables set up
around the hall and on the grounds beyond. Each group was
asked to ‘Imagine Your Ideal Galiano’ and for the ensuing hour
or so the hall buzzed with excited chatter, optimism and creative
energy.
The ‘Ideal Galiano’ that emerged from these shared
conversations is a place of natural beauty and peace whose
unique, rural character has been lovingly maintained. It is home
to a diverse and enterprising population sustained by a rich
cultural life, a vibrant, year-round economy with vital services in
place and housing opportunities for young families, elders and
everyone in between. Our watersheds and forest ecosystems will
have been carefully protected. Our community gardens will be
flourishing—no one will go hungry! And our carbon footprint
will be a sustainable one—thanks to car-sharing, bike travel and
low-impact housing initiatives.
A steering committee and seven advisory committees have
been established to address the various issues identified. All
meetings are open to the public and everybody is invited to
participate.

British Columbia has become a kind of (failed) petrostate.
Without natural gas royalties, there simply isn’t enough money
to run the province. That’s why the provincial government is
projecting a $2.8 million deficit for the current (2009-10) fiscal
year, over five times what was projected in February. And this is
after counting in $750 million of the ‘HST transition payment’
from the federal government.
The February 2009 budget anticipated about a billion dollars
from natural gas royalties; the September, 2009 budget reduces
that expectation by half. The cause is the drop in selling price of
gas to under $3/Mcf; this not only reduced royalty revenue but
discouraged new production, even from wells that were already
producing.
Other resource revenues (forests, mines, etc.) are expected to
be down by another half billion; so that’s a billion short from
resource revenues this year. And all other taxes are expected to
be down another billion, due to the general slowdown in the
economy.
To complete this calculation, include the $495 million deficit
already anticipated in February, and a $250 million ‘forecast
allowance’ or cushion which wasn’t included in February but is
included in September.
The total revenue expected in February was $38,812,000; in
September, $37,608,000 (including the $750 million ‘transition
payment’). The total expenses expected in February were
$39,307,000; in September, $40,133,000; add in the ‘forecast
allowance’ and you have a $2.8 billion deficit.
So really, aside from a precipitous drop in resource revenues,
not much else has changed. It’s just that BC, like Alberta, has
become reliant on revenues from fossil fuel extraction to support
the provincial government. (Alberta will have a $6.9 billion
deficit this year, so they are worse off than we are.)
But these deficits are a source of considerable
embarrassment to a provincial government that took pride in its
balanced budgets. They didn’t see it coming: either the
worldwide economic slump or the drastic drop in the price of
natural gas. Or, if they did see it coming, there was an election on
and they didn’t want to talk about it. 0

For meeting times and locations, or to join a committee, contact:
Galiano trustees: (250-539-5760) ldecario@islandstrust.bc.ca or (250539-5637) spottle@islandstrust.bc.ca, or OCP Steering Committee
Chair, Mike Hoebel: (250-539-2003), mhoebel@telus.net. 0
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Brigade Bay waterfronts to Mount Artaban’s peak. The trail
system also extends south through Halkett Bay Provincial
Marine Park.
The Islands Trust Fund is a regional land trust established in
1990 to help preserve and protect the unique character and
environment of the islands in the Strait of Georgia and Howe
Sound. The Islands Trust Fund protects natural areas through
voluntary land donations, conservation covenants, land
purchase and stewardship education programs. With the
generous support of Island communities and landowners, the
Islands Trust Fund has protected more than 982 hectares of
natural and cultural values on 75 properties. 0

Patrick Brown

GETAWAYS

On Islands Large and Small










FLOATATION
DOCK KITS
FRAME HDW.
LADDERS
BUMPERS
CLEATS
GALV. STEEL
FRAMES
DECKING
& MORE

MOORING, MARKER & REGULATORY
BUOYS FOAM - FILLED

Stonehouse
Pub
Great Food!
Great Service!

5 minute walk from the
Ferry parking lot at Swartz
Bay.
2215 Canoe Cove Rd
778-426-1200
Central Vancouver Island

‘HOLIDAY HOUSE’
B&B Motel • Rooms
Vacation Suites
FREE PICK-UP
FOAM-FILLED
FLOATATION
MOLDED & CUSTOM

DOCK & DECK BOXES
Wholesale distributors to Contractors & DIY’s for over 40 years
DEALER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE

20 min from Nanaimo Ferries
10 min from Nanaimo Airport

HERITAGE LADYSMITH
1-888-310-2299
250-618-5830
www.ladysmithholidayhouse.com

MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

Home of Healing
Salt Spring Island

Accommodation $45/night
Massage Therapy &
Healing Packages
for the
Spiritually Minded.

250-537-1219
www.homeofhealing.com

