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Wildfire crisis

A group of kayakers from Pender Island got together and paddled to Saturna on Monday, August 11 to tour the vineyards and enjoy
lunch at the bistro. Front row, kneeling, left to right: Leila, Diane; Front row standing, left to right: Mindy, Flo, Phyllis; Back row,
standing, left to right: Peter, Tony, Marti, Jan, Deb, Herb, Marty, Jim.

Special Report by Patrick Brown

‘Working Forest' legislation goes
forward despite 97% opposition
Despite public consultation in which 97% of
2700 respondents opposed the provincial
government’s ‘Working Forest’ discussion
paper, the government appears set to go ahead
with Bill Nº 46, the enabling legislation.
Bill Nº 46 would permit the cabinet, and the
Minister
of
Sustainable
Economic
Development, to use Crown land to make any
kind of deal they like with the private sector.
The Forest Land Reserve will be ‘phased out’,
and the ‘Provincial Forest’ designation
replaced.
However, the legislation now covers not
only the 45 million hectares of Crown land
originally referred to as ‘Working Forest’, but
also another 32 million hectares now deﬁned
as ‘Working Landscape’.
The Bill enables cabinet to define the
‘Working Forest’ and requires cabinet action to
remove any land from its designated area. It is
set up as a series of simple amendments to the
Land Act, which covers the disposition of all
Crown lands.

Forest Industry Certainty
In an attempt to provide ‘land use certainty’ for
the timber industry, the government plans to
define the ‘Working Forest’ through what
might be described as a massive province-wide
zoning bylaw, with limited ‘permitted uses.’
It’s as if all the remaining land in your
community was zoned industrial and you had
to prove a need to get it rezoned to anything
else. There will be ‘strict administrative
provisions to minimize potential shifts to
other uses’, according to the discussion paper.

End of Stakeholder Processes
This top-down approach to designating land
use contrasts (and conﬂicts) with the ‘bottom-

up’ approach of negotiating regional Land
and Resource Management Plans (LRMPs)
that has been pursued over the last ten years.
The LRMP process has involved a wide range
of stakeholders and has taken a lot of time and
effort, both professional and volunteer, and to
successfully identify, in some detail potential
land uses for many areas of BC, including
parks and protected areas. The government
says it expects to wrap up the LRMP process
by June 2004.
The LRMP process has not been without its
problems. As Minister of Sustainable Resource
Management Stan Hagen says, ‘provincial
interests’ and ‘local views’ can be ‘as diverse
as night and day.’ Clearly, the government
now feels that ‘provincial interests’ trump
‘local views’.

The Land Arithmetic of BC
BC covers 95 million hectares. Of this, 12
million hectares is now designated for parks
and protected areas. 5 million hectares is
privately owned; the federal government
owns 1 million hectares, leaving 77 million
hectares of Crown land. Of this, 45 million
hectares is expected to be included in the
Working Forest; this is almost double the
‘Timber Harvesting Land Base’ of 23 million
hectares—Crown land already covered by
existing agreements with the timber industry.
The remaining 32 million hectares, obviously
not suitable for timber growing, is termed the
‘Working Landscape’, and is also open for
economic exploitation under the new Land Act
amendments.

The Discussion Paper
The original idea of a an area of land
FOREST, turn to page 6

Mount Parke has
friends

Since its inaugural meeting on August 13, Friends of
Mount Parke has gained one hundred members.
Mayne Islanders have rallied to support acquisition
of more protected green space. At the Church House
meeting, Peter Askin had pointed out that Mayne
Island has proportionally less parkland than any of
the other Southern Gulf Islands.
The ﬁrst speciﬁc aim of the group is to pursue the
purchase of a 52 acre parcel adjacent to Mount Parke
Park along the ridge of its height of land. A stiff
woodland climb and spectacular views to the west
are features of the CRD Regional park.
Mayne Islanders approached the CRD earlier this
summer regarding the possibility of purchasing this
upland part of a much larger parcel in Glen Echo
following rumours of financial difficulty of the
owners and the possibility of extensive logging.
The CRD was interested and contacted the
owners. The property is currently in receivership.
CRD ofﬁcials have said they are willing to contribute
2⁄3 of the purchase price but the remaining sum must
be raised by Islanders.
Friends of Mount Parke has incorporated as a
non-proﬁt society and has approached fundraising
expert, the BC Land Trust Alliance, for help. The
society has deliberately broad aims so that it can
undertake other Island conservation projects when
this ﬁrst project is completed. They are: to facilitate,
in perpetuity, the preservation of Mount Parke and
other Mayne Island ecosystems; to promote
awareness and understanding of natural and
cultural values of environmentally sensitive areas of
Mayne Island; to support and assist community
efforts and form partnerships with other agencies
and individuals for the purposes of negotiating
covenants, fundraising, and land acquisition for
these purposes.
The August 13 meeting chose a board of directors:
Peter Askin, (Vice-president) Jonathan Chilvers, Helen
O’Brian (Secretary), Ann Johnston (Treasurer), Ed
Pedersen (President), Dee Reid and Leslie Williams. ✐

A backcountry travel restriction is in
place for southern British Columbia to
reduce the risk of human-caused ﬁres.
Forests and grasslands are tinder
dry due to continuing high
temperatures, low humidity levels and
a prolonged period without rain. In
these conditions the smallest spark can
start a new wildfire, potentially
trapping people in isolated areas. While
open ﬂames or cigarettes are obvious
risks, people should be aware that
overheated exhaust pipes or metal
parts on vehicles that strike rocks could
start new ﬁres.
The restriction order for Crown land
covers the southern one-third of the
province—from Clearwater south to
the US border and from south
Vancouver Island east to the Alberta
border.
The restriction order, under section
84 of the Forest Practices Code of British
Columbia Act, covers all Crown land
and Forest Service roads in the
restricted areas. Private, municipal and
First Nations reserve land are exempt
from the order.
Forest Service roads accessing
private property and commercial
lodges remain open. As well, roads into
provincial parks that are not closed
remain open.
All areas in provincial parks in the
restricted areas are closed, except
supervised camping and day use-areas.
The current travel restriction came
into effect Friday, August 29 and
remains in effect until September 14,
2003, but may be extended if the
extreme forest fire hazard rating
continues.
The BC Forest Service is
encouraging the public to report
wildﬁres by calling 1-800-663-5555 or
*5555 on most cellular networks. To
report any suspicious activity, please
call the above number or
CrimeStoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS
(8477).
A reward of up to $50,000 is offered
for information leading to the arrest
and conviction of anyone involved in
deliberately setting wildﬁres. Violators
may face penalties of $10,000 and six
months imprisonment.

Provincial State of
Emergency
The BC government has extended the
provincial state of emergency for two
weeks in response to the continuing
extreme ﬁre hazard in BC.
WILDFIRE, turn to page 2

The 4,000 Canadian firefighters who have battled over 850 separate fires in British Columbia, Alberta, and Ontario from June through August
are receiving special recognition during National Firefighters Week, September 7-13.
‘Every single man and woman who served in the fight against these fires is a Canadian hero,’ said Ken Kelly, President of the Canadian Association of Fire Chiefs (CAFC),
and Chief of the Yarmouth, NS Fire Department. ‘Every person who risks his life and health in fighting a fire deserves the gratitude of every Canadian.
The combined effort of these thousands of forest firefighters prevented what could have been the biggest natural disaster in Canadian history.’
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The Militarization of US Diplomacy ~ Barrie M. Morrison

autoplan

HARVEST VALLEY
MEATS LTD. EST 1971
SPECIALIZING IN HOME FREEZER SUPPLIES
•Alberta Grain Fed Beef • Pork, Poultry & Vegetables
Post-dated Checks Accepted • Top Quality Brand Names

. Bacevich, a former ofﬁcer in the US army, acknowledged
Republican and currently Director of the Center for
International Relations at Boston University, has written a
powerful book, American Empire: The Realities and Consequences
of US Diplomacy (Harvard University Press, 2002). The book
was completed after the destructive attack on the World Trade
Center and the Pentagon but before the invasion of Iraq.
Bacevich traces the history of the linkages between an evergrowing domestic prosperity, the expansion of American
foreign trade and investment and the use of military force.
Among the earlier supporters of expansion was Theodore
Roosevelt (President, 1901-09) who vigorously supported the
build up of the ﬂeet and the subsequent Spanish American War
(1898) which gained the Philippines and predominance in
Cuba for the US.
The form of American expansion changed over the century
since Roosevelt and with it the speciﬁc linkages to economic
growth and military force.
Directly administered colonies gave way to less intrusive
forms for securing American interests. After World War II, new
international ﬁnancial institutions such as the International
Monetary Fund and the World Bank were set up that promoted
open markets and opportunities for investment. Networks of
military bases were established across the globe to contain
Soviet and Chinese power and to ensure that the host countries
were insulated from communism and remained open to
American economic interests.

What’s Good For America
Central to the expansion was the ‘strategy of openness,’ which
was based on two convictions held by the political elite and the
foreign policy establishment:
• ‘that robust and continuing economic growth is an
imperative, absolute and unconditional. The aggregate wealth
and sheer afﬂuence of American society may be the greatest the
world has ever seen, but they do not sufﬁce’ (p.79).
• that by itself the internal American market was ‘insufﬁcient
to sustain the necessary level of economic growth’ (p.85).
Consequently, US diplomacy was and is intimately and
inextricably linked to domestic concerns. ‘American statecraft,’
says Bacevitch, ‘is not, in the ﬁrst instance, about ‘them’ it is
about ‘us’(p.90).
But in the rhetoric of diplomacy and of electoral campaigns
this self-interested concern was masked by arguments as to how
‘free markets’ and capitalist investment would bring in their
train an expanding rule of law, greater individual civil rights and
democracy to the rest of the world. And where other states were
recalcitrant diplomatic, economic and, ultimately, military
pressure could be brought to bear to oblige an opening up. This
was portrayed as being for the good of the recalcitrant country,
the greater good for the world and, of course, for the US. These
arguments came to be bundled together under the label of
globalization. President Clinton, with missionary-like fervor,
proclaimed that the forces of globalization would carry the
countries of the world toward a prosperous and peaceful future.

Post Cold War
In the 1990s, with the Cold War safely won and America’s power
greater than ever, members of the foreign policy establishment
contended that the providential gift of leadership ‘endowed the
United States with a unique capacity to decipher history and an
inescapable responsibility to bring it to fruition’(p.53).
Madeline Albright, President Clinton’s Secretary of State,
said: ‘If we have to use force, it is because we are America. We
are the indispensable nation’(1998) [p.x]. As summed up by
Albright, the ultimate means for furthering US interests was
force. In his chapter ‘Gunboats and Gurkhas’, Bacevich describes
how the American use of cruise missiles and surrogate troops
was the contemporary equivalent of the earlier British strategy
for inﬂuencing or controlling overseas territories on the cheap
and with minimal casualties to your own soldiers.

World Arena
And then in the chapter, ‘The Rise of Proconsuls,’ he makes clear
how the military regional commanders have gained inﬂuence on
American foreign policy at the expense of the State Department
and accountability to Congress. Currently there are four
important regional Commander-in-Chief establishments
(CINCs): Paciﬁc Command with responsibility for the Paciﬁc
and East Asia; European Command which is combined with the
supreme command of all NATO forces overseeing Europe, parts
of Africa and portions of the Middle East; Southern Command
with responsibility for Central and South America; and Central
Command watching over the United States and the remainder
of the Middle East, including the oil-rich former Soviets of
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan with their American air bases.
These CINCS had far greater resources than were available to
ambassadors, the State Department and other government
agencies. They had executive jets, ‘retinues of attentive aides,’
and discretionary budgets which could be used to reward
foreign friends. ‘No one questioned either the propriety of
having military commanders formulate regional policy under
the guise of ‘engagement’ or their qualifications for doing
so’(p.181).

Hired Guns
An important element in the militarization of diplomacy was
the multiplication of private companies carrying out overseas
military functions: Military Professional Resources, Inc.;
Aviation Development Corporation; Science Application
International Corporation; Booz-Allen and Hamilton and
others. Many of these were staffed by retired military ofﬁcers
with continuing linkages into the Department of Defense and
to the regional CINCs. They undertook such tasks as the
training of the Colombian, Croatian and Angolan armies or the
training of the Saudi marines or supplying helicopter support
for foreign governments’ military operations. ‘When it came to
imperial policing, hired guns could do things that remained
off-limits to soldiers’(p.163). Many, if not all, of these
expenditures, with their implications for American foreign
policy, remained beyond congressional scrutiny.

Freedom of Action
In parallel with the growing domestic lack of accountability
was the claim to ‘freedom of action’ internationally. The
American exercise of power was not to be constrained by the
United Nations or by international agreements and treaties
whether on the use of nuclear weapons, land mines, or
accountability of military personnel before international courts.
Now being the supreme military power in the world less
deference was paid to the interests and opinions of former
allies. Then with the September 11 attacks, President George W.
Bush declared a ‘war on terrorism’ that is being used to justify
increased military budgets and more intrusive unilateral
interventions overseas.
After the book was written came the Iraq War which
provided a further demonstration of the militarization of US
diplomacy. Canadians should weigh the evidence and
arguments in Bacevich’s book in thinking about our long-term
relations with the United States and what path our own
international policies should follow. ✐
Barrie Morrison, after studying at Saskatchewan, Oxford and
Chicago, has been carrying out research in Bangladesh, India and Sri
Lanka on social change and rural development. His most recent
contributions have been on the limitations and consequences of the
Green Revolution in India and Sri Lanka and on water management
in Kerala. In press is a new book ‘Struggling to Create a New Society:
Sri Lanka in the Era of Globalization.’ He is currently organizing a
project with colleagues at the Institute of Asian Research and the Liu
Institute for the Study of Global Issues, both at UBC, entitled ‘After
Violence: Cooperative Power and Sustainable Societies and
Economies,’ that looks at countries around the world seeking
alternatives to violence. Nancy and Barrie have had their house on
Pender Island since 1980.
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WILDFIRE from page 1
Currently 710 out-of-province wildland ﬁreﬁghters, 770
Canadian Armed Forces personnel, as well as 233 structural ﬁre
department personnel are working in co-operation with BC.
Forest Service wildland firefighters in response to the
unprecedented forest ﬁre situation in BC. There are now more
than 4,700 people directly fighting fires throughout the
province.
To date, there have been 18 wildland fires that have
threatened homes or communities with the resulting
evacuation of almost 43,000 people. At the height of this
activity, 11 reception centres were opened to provide short-term

SAM ANDERSON
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Prompt, Reliable and Professional Service
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Hot Water Tank, Appliance & Pump Installation
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Sunshine Coast &
Vancouver Island
1-866-655-1144 (Victoria Airport)
www.air-hart.com

assistance to evacuees. Cumulatively, almost 25,000 people
have registered through these centres.
Since April 1, wildﬁres have consumed more than 180,800
hectares. When the provincial state of emergency was ﬁrst
declared on August 2, there were 353 active ﬁres. There are
now 764 wildﬁres burning in the province.
The provincial state of emergency empowers the Ofﬁce of
the Fire Commissioner to deploy and place structural ﬁreﬁghting resources throughout the province in areas of greatest
need. Sixty-two fire departments are currently providing
equipment and staff to the province. ✐
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Saturna Notes

A

ugust is a time for weddings and
important family gettogethers. The
weather is at its dependable best and
Saturna is full of bustle and life in the
sunshine.

Weddings, Weddings,
Weddings
One of our own was wed on August 9. Anika
Ropars, daughter of Barb and Pat Ropars, wed
Deenu Patel at the East Point Lighthouse. It
was a lovely afternoon, with a mist of rain and
changing light from the clouds. A reception and
dinner was held at the Community Hall. The
Hall had been transformed with drapery, lights
and decorations. One hundred and six guests
attended, only ﬁve from Saturna. The Ropars
family had BBQs and luncheons prior to the
wedding, so the two families were working as
a unit by the time the vows were said! Anika
and Deenu chose Saturna because it has special
meaning for them. The Hall was decorated
with many personal touches from Saturna
driftwood, place names and seashells. The
wedding was full of life, fun and laughter, just
the way the bride and groom wanted it.
Demonstrating her French heritage, Anika and
Deenu cut into a huge three-tier arrangement
of Brie for the wedding cake—cheesecake for
sure—served with skewers of fruit!
Anika and Deenu will live in Victoria. Anika
is the Stroke Research Coordinator for the
Heart and Stroke Foundation in Victoria,
graduating from UVic with a degree in
Nursing. Deenu has a degree in Business
Finance and is deep into considerations and
research of starting his own small business.
Both are very motivated and extremely
supportive of each other’s dreams. Right now
they are visiting Pat’s family in France after
visiting Deenu’s family in England and will
strike off into Italy and Greece on their own.
Anika came to Saturna in 1989 in grade 8, and
graduated from Gulf Islands Secondary.
On August 31, Chris Bourassa and Audrey
Halligay wed at Saint Christopher’s Church.
Afterwards they had a lovely reception, dinner
and dance at the Saturna Bistro. The bride and
groom come from England, Calgary and
Yellowknife and met in college on the far East
Coast, so the guest list represented a
worldwide gathering. Chris and Audrey have
a special love of Saturna Island and chose to
marry here. Chris’s parents, Ellen and Michel
Bourassa, have had their house on Saturna for
years and visit often in the summer. They look
forward to be living here very soon. For the
Bourassa family, celebrating such an important
event as Chris and Audrey’s wedding on
Saturna is the beginning of many memory ties
to the Island. Chris is an art director for
computer games at Second Sign in Vancouver
and Audrey is a teacher at Saint Augustine
School.
All the ladies on Saturna were invited by
Shelley Crooks to ‘send Ingrid Gaines off with
all our blessings!’ Ingrid Gaines is getting
married to Brent Sohier on September 26. Fifty
women, some who are Ingrid’s close friends,
women who are her mother’s and her friends
and women who have also known Ingrid since
she were born, came to shower her with gifts
and good wishes on this eve of her
undertaking new roles in life—wife and
partner. Shelley had the Hall wonderfully set
up, it was colorful and bright and welcoming
with lots of food. There was lots of laughter,
lots of good feelings. Ingrid said a most
gracious thank you, and shared how much it
means to her to live in the bosom of her
Saturna community. Most all of the young
crowd who were present grew up on Saturna
as has Ingrid, gone off to be educated and
work, and Ingrid is one of those for whom
Saturna is home by choice. As an old friend
said about this joyous wedding shower
celebration, ‘We know how to do this, we do
this well. ‘

Annual Dog Show
The Saturna Lions held their annual dog show
on Labor Day Weekend. About 20 eager
contestants were judged for longest tails, ears,
etc. The high interest classes are ‘Dog/owner
Look-alike’—Dian Johnstone and her dog
Robbie won this event—and ‘Best Trick’—
Trunder Gaines has now won this trophy
three times in a row. Melanie Gaines is well

~ Priscilla Ewbank
past teaching Trunder tricks, his repertoire
now involves trick routines. Everyone has a
good time at this event, the most stressful
thing about it is the amazingly embarrassing
thing dogs will do to their owners!

Kids Back to School
The kids are in school! The little kids are not to
be seen for most of the day. Raeanne House is
attending Pender School as she is the only
Grade 8 and would have been the only
student water taxi-ing to Mayne—an
expensive proposition. Our middle students
have been attending Mayne School for
years—it’s the end of a tradition.
Corinne House is in her fourth year at
UVic. Miranda Middleditch is starting
Malaspina College, Jesse Guy is at Capilano in
Vancouver, Katie Jones is at Langara in
Vancouver, Cara Lee Money is at Kwantlen
University College going into third year. Errol
Bruce is in Alberta taking a short course in
working in the oil ﬁelds, Jennifer Danyliw is at
University of Victoria, Natalie Schlogal is
working and taking many courses with the
coast guard, fire department and Harbour
Authourity in Victoria. Good going kids!

Parks Closed Due To Fire
Concerns
We are all a little nervous about fire on
Saturna Island. It is so unbelievably dry in the
open grasslands and deep in the forest. Poor
smokers—as if they weren’t enough of a
pariah in today’s BC social climate. Now they
are under stern scrutiny with the land so
parched and ﬂammable.
It was a surprise when Parks closed all of
its park land on Saturna and a good move.
People are much less shy about asking people
where they are going and warning them
about how cautious we expect them to be. We
all appreciate BC ferries info bulletin to ferry
travelers about how to be on the Islands given
the state of the bush. The forest is closed for
logging, camping and ﬁrewood cutting.

Fabulous Jazz Dance
Paul White’s Jazz Dance was fabulous. About
50 jazz and dance enthusiasts were there
reveling in the bands slick tricks and great
musicianship. We are so lucky to have Paul
and Paul’s connections in the community. Not
only was the music great but we have some
wonderful dancers that can do all of those
beautiful dance moves—it just makes the
evening that much more pleasurable.

LTC Meeting
On August 27, the Saturna Island Local Trust
Committee held its regular meeting on
Saturna Island at the community hall. About
20 people were present. The Committee
considered the APC’s input for draft Bylaw
#79, dealing with home occupations and
home-based industry and a staff report of the
Community Amenity Density Reserve policy.
At the subsequent Town Hall meeting, a
Land and Water BC referral concerning the
Tsawout and Tseycum First Nations’ (IR#7)
application to build a ramp for off-loading
logs at Fiddler’s Cove was discussed.
Trustees informed the audience that the
LTC response was that the barge ramp is not a
permitted use of the foreshore as laid out in
our Official Community Plan and that a
Public Hearing would be required to consider
a rezoning. A good discussion followed with
helpful input.
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Like wildfire ~Nick Francis

W

ednesday, August 20, 2003, early
evening. I had just been driven off
the deck by the boisterous shouts of
the two families renting nearby property
when suddenly Bang! Bang! Bang! Fire
crackers? Who would be stupid enough to do
that on this tinder-dry island?
I rushed out to stop them, and saw smoke
erupting around the base of the hydro pole by
the road. The transformer had short-circuited
and thrown burning plastic onto the dry grass.
I stopped, mesmerized, and thought, ‘This
can’t be.’ Then a faint shout came from Iain,
the ﬁreﬁghter next door, as he raced to his car.
At that moment, my mind became clear
and organized. I phoned 911, and then headed
to the ﬁre to see what I could do. When I got
there, ﬁre was racing through the grass and
disappearing like a snake under the bushes.
Smoke was shooting up behind the roadside
understorey. Down the road came the renters
with their teenage kids carrying buckets of
water. I am still waiting for my pacemaker and
in no condition to start running water buckets,
so I headed for the house to get a hose ready.
Already the smoke was roiling up and the
crackling sound loud and ominous.
The situation was extremely dangerous.
Fires burn best uphill, and it was all uphill
from the site. As soon as the nearby cedar and
ﬁr ignited, that would be it. Galiano’s North
End would be isolated if the ﬂames jumped
Porlier Pass Road, the only open road south.

Galiano Gifts Galore!
Treat Yourself—& Those You Adore
IXCHEL CRAFT SHOP, opposite Daystar Market & Montague Marina. Proudly featuring unique
crafts by Island artisans. End of summer sale—up to 50% off selected clothing, jewelry, tinware,
cushion cover… 539-3038
HOURS: Marina Thurs-Sun, 10-4, Corner Store Wed–Sun, 10–5
ART & SOUL CRAFT GALLERY, Sturdies Bay. Galiano & BC arts & crafts. Great selection of
Galiano & Native Art clothing (kiddie sizes, too).Work by local artists Keith Holmes, Matthew
Schoenfeld, John Springer, Ronaldo Norden, Kurt Ziwicki… 539-2944 HOURS: Open daily 10–5

SATURNA RECREATION CENTRE, SATURNA ISLAND, B.C.
CONTRACT MANAGEMENT SERVICES
Expressions of interest are requested from qualified professionals for the
provision of contract management services for the above project. The project is
a 10,500 sq.ft. building, containing a multi purpose hall, kitchen, lounge, medical
clinic, administration office for Parks Canada, and related support facilities
including storage, washrooms and offices. The structure is designed to use
local milled timber, and to have post disaster capability. Energy conservation is
integral to the design and operation.
Expressions of interest, which will form the first stage of a two stage selection
process, should include a resume of past experience, particularly including
similar facilities, use of timber construction, projects in relatively isolated
communities, experience in energy conservation design and construction,
proposed administration of the project, and references. Replies (fax and/or
email are acceptable) should be sent on or before 3:00 PM, September 23,
2003, to the office of the Architect at the following address:
Keay & Associate, Architecture Ltd
1124 Fort Street, Victoria, V8V 3K8
tel: 250 382 3823 fax: 250 382 0413
email: keayassoc@shawcable.com

Visions of the Wild Multimedia
Show
On September 20, the kayaking community of
Saturna is presenting a multimedia show
‘Visions of the Wild’—join photographer Dag
Goering and award-winning author Maria
Coffey on two extraordinary kayak
adventures, around Vancouver Island and
down India’s holy river Ganges. The event is
presented in partnership with the Sierra Club
and is a fundraiser for the Brooks Wilderness
campaign.

Correction
I want to correct a mistake in my last article.
Ambulance attendants helping Lionel Kearns
with his hand at East Point were Barb Hicks,
Geri Crooks, James Cowan and Clint
Davidson—all very dedicated, well-trained
and worthy of praise! ✐

All power and telephone north of Shaw’s
Landing would probably go off sometime as
the ﬁre burnt the hydro pole.
Carolyn and I had already discussed the
possibility of ﬁre and had decided not to take
‘stuff’—just wallets. We already had most of
our important papers in a safety deposit box
in Sidney. I had my hose ready, but how long
would the power last if ﬂames reached my
house? There was nothing to do now but wait.
Could I save our truck? Then the thought
struck: if the North End was ablaze, there was
no place I could think of where the truck
would be safe, or me, for that matter. I had not
thought this through.
A short siren howl and the ﬁrst ﬁre truck
arrived. Soon, the welcome sound of water
hissing on ﬁre.
Saved! But a very close call.
Thanks to the rapid, efﬁcient action by the
NGFD, the North End did not go up in ﬂames.
Thank you, ﬁreﬁghters.
My ﬁre plan had been incomplete. What
did I learn?
I didn’t really think it could happen to me.
It did, and it could happen to you.
Keep all your important papers, photos or
cherished items in one place, preferably in a
container with handles. Really think your way
through this. For instance, my safety deposit
box key was hanging on a hook and would
have been lost; the same for our book of
important phone numbers in a drawer, and
my prescription medicine in a cupboard. ✐

1-800-447-3247
1-800-44-SEAiR

SEAPLANES
Leaves Vanc. Airport
7:30am
11:30am
4:30pm

www.seairseaplanes.com

3 Scheduled Flights Daily

des: Port Wash, Lyall, Miners

5:30pm

des: Ganges, Thetis, Montague

Leaves Gulf Islands
8:00am
12:00pm
5:00pm
dep: Port Wash, Lyall, Miners

6:00pm

FREQU
EN
FLYER T
DISCO
UNTS

dep: Ganges, Thetis, Montague

Ganges Harbour • Montague Harbour • Port Washington
Washington
Lyall Harbour • Telegraph
Telegraph Harbour • Miners Bay
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Readers’ Letters
Conﬂict Surrounding Private Labs
Dear Editor:
Patrick Brown's article is very interesting to me as I worked in
a BC Hospital lab for 37 years and know as great deal about
the background of the inordinate success of private labs. For
years I tried to get the NDP government interested in what
was going on but to no avail...I would be very interested in the
source report that Patrick Brown used for his article and
wonder if this information has appeared in the major daily
papers in BC. I would also like to thank Lillian Bayne for her
work and would appreciate info on how I could email her.
What does not come out in your article is the huge conﬂict
of interest issue surrounding this whole topic. All of the
pathologists owning and operating private labs in BC are also
the directors of laboratory services in the hospital labs and as
best as I could ever determine, only doctors can own private
labs. It should be possible for anyone to own one and hire the
services of technologists and pathologists in the operation of it.
(A dream of mine as I and my colleagues did all those things
that the fee schedule said the pathologists were always doing,
like supervising the test procedures and ﬁelding the inquiries
of physicians !)Thanks again for the great article, Patrick.
Helen Brown, Vancouver
Eds Note: The report is available from the BC Ministry of Health Services website:
www.healthservices.gov.bc.ca/cpa/publications/lab_review.pdf. As far as we know,
there hasn’t been much information published in the mainstream media on this
subject. You could try contacting Lillian Bayne through the Ministry.

Queen of Cumberland’s Ramp
Dear Editor:
The lowdown on the ferry ramp from John Wiznuk (Island
Tides, August 28, 2003) was most revealing. Two facts stand
out: the ramp is a cargo lifting device, and was installed in the
Queen of Cumberland ‘to meet the seasonal need for increased
capacity in the Gulf Islands’ (read ‘Tourist Trafﬁc’).
Accordingly, for frustrated residents of the Gulf Islands
served by the Queen of Cumberland there is a simple remedy. All
we need from BC Ferries is a distinctive coloured card to
display on our vehicle glare shields, proclaiming that we are
residents of the particular Island to, or from which, we are
proceeding. Residents displaying such cards will be
accommodated on the main car decks. When seasonal
demands necessitate increased capacity, it will be the tourists

GULF ISLAND KAYAKING est.1985
END OF SEASON KAYAK SALE ON GALIANO ISLAND
All used kayaks and equipment for sale!
Top-quality kayaks from Necky, Nimbus,Seaward and
Current Design.
SEA KAYAK COSTA RICA
Our 17th season in paradise!
Remote rainforest paddling in comfort! Small groups (46). Weekly departures Dec. thru. April.
Ph/Fax: (250) 539-2442

Website: www.seakayak.ca

I

Definitely Not The Ferries!

hope that this is not taken as Canadian,
or worse, Australian, peevishness, nor is
it intended to be yet more American
bashing, despite the ease of such sport, kind
of like shooting ducks in a barrel.
It is just that I for one am becoming very
weary with the widespread inability of
American yachts to ﬂy a Canadian courtesy
ﬂag, or for that matter their national ﬂag,
properly.
There is a misnomer here with the word
‘courtesy.’ It is actually not just a silly
politeness to be ignored at will, but rather a
part of a very extensive body of maritime law that stretches
back to the dim beginnings of European ocean travel, and how
intentions were advised before radios. Entering a foreign
nation without a courtesy ﬂag ﬂown correctly is more than
simple boorish bad manners and was once considered an act of
war. Throughout (to my certain knowledge) the Caribbean
basin, or Central America, or Polynesia, or Australia, it will be
viewed as a serious offence and comes with anything from a
stiff fine to the arrest of your vessel. At the very least it
guarantees that customs and immigration will turn the dogs
loose on you.
Yachts of all size and shapes pass through here on any
summer weekend registered in places as far away as Bermuda,
the Cayman Islands, Europe etc and they seem to get it right
with no difﬁculty, so it truly is only American pleasure boats
that I am whingeing about, although I concede the possibility
that some Canadian boats in the US may be as bad. Somehow
though I doubt it, especially considering the current pitbull
attitude of American port authorities.
The American Navy is of course always punctiliously
correct in its ﬂag etiquette, as is the US and everybody else’s
Merchant Navy. Check the Black Ball line ferry Coho in Victoria
Harbour just to see how it should be done. There is an
American ﬂag on the ensign staff aft, and a Canadian ﬂag of
about half the size of the Stars and Bars on the starboard (right
hand) side signal halyard at the mast. This is exactly the way it

Discourteous Flag Waving

who will have the privilege of enjoying the interested
experience of a voyage by cargo lifting device.
Alternatively, BC Ferries might wish to offer voyages by
cargo lifting device at half-price fares. That would certainly
stimulate popularity of ‘The Ramp’ amongst Islanders.
Peter Kearvell, Pender Island

Working Forests Don’t Work!
Dear Editor:
We have watched as forests have gone up in flames, and
people have been evacuated from their homes across British
Columbia. It is no surprise that some people are asking
whether we have entered the catastrophic phase of global
warming, or whether this is only a sample of what it will look
like when it ﬁnally arrives. I cannot help but wonder how
much this situation has been exacerbated by the forest policies
of successive governments over decades which have left
exposed clear-cuts throughout the province like tinder boxes
waiting to feed any spark. Deprived of the moderating effect of
shade from mature trees, land dries out faster. The lower
branches of juvenile trees fuel and carry the flames more
quickly.
For almost 15 years thousands of leading scientists,
including the majority of the Nobel laureates, have been
warning us that we must change the way we approach our
natural resources.*
Our massive tampering with the world's interdependent
web of life, coupled with the environmental damage inﬂicted
by deforestation, species loss and climate change, could trigger
widespread adverse effects, including unpredictable collapses
of critical biological systems whose interactions and dynamics
we only imperfectly understand. Uncertainty over the extent of
these effects cannot excuse complacency or delay in facing the
threat.
In spite of this urgent appeal for a radically new approach
in our forests, our government has given us business as usual
with their so-called ‘working forest’ which guarantees logging
companies access to the entire timber resource of the province.
Through this initiative the government abandons its role as
steward of an invaluable public resource—our forests—and
hands them in perpetuity to corporate loggers with no
responsibility or allegiance to BC or its people.
Working forests? Working for whom? I look at our
granddaughter and am appalled at the travesty that is being
contemplated by this government against the land she will
grow up in, and in doing so it is also prepared to assault the
very spirit of democracy from which it derives its moral

Going Somewhere?
1-800-434-0566
whittome’s travel
travel.whittome@shawcable.com
60 Station Street, Duncan
Serving the valley since 1935

John Carlton

is supposed to be, and speaks to the professionalism of the ship
and her operation. Even Paul Martin’s ships, although
registered (and built) anywhere but Canada to avoid paying
Canadian taxes (and shipyards), at least fly a Canadian
courtesy flag, since technically they are visiting a foreign
nation.
For boats without flag halyards, a starboard side VHF
antenna with a Canadian ﬂag tied near its top, never at half
mast, not even if you have just died, is perfectly acceptable.
The rule is simply that the courtesy flag be flown in the
starboard rigging and above the national ﬂag, which is ﬂown
from a staff at the transom, or low on a sailing vessels backstay.
If you insist on ﬂying, on a 40-foot cruiser, something the
size and overall appearance of a bloodied hospital bedsheet,
you are insulting the maritime traditions of your own nation,
and by implication your own ﬂag. By insisting on ﬂying it
higher than a postage stamp Canadian ﬂag, you are insulting
everybody here as well. As for the sailing vessel seen recently
with a very large Butchers Apron ﬂown from somewhere near
the mast head, sort of like a run-away spinnaker, and an even
larger Texan state ﬂag ﬂown where the Canadian ﬂag should
have been, words fail me. It is against American law, by the
way, to fly any State or other official flag larger than the
national ﬂag. At least he was giving fair warning to stay out of
the way, as he is obviously capable of anything, except possibly
FLAGS, turn to page 11
authority to govern.
In the government’s own consultation process 97% of 2,700
respondents opposed the working forest initiative. Yet Stan
Hagan made it clear in Prince George recently that he and his
government colleagues were going to proceed with the
initiative, with a vote perhaps as early as October. Clearly he is
not a man to be swayed by anything as prosaic as the public
will.
So when does a long standing and widely held community
value become enshrined and permanently secured against
attack? The answer? It is never secure! Nor should we
necessarily expect it to be. It is only as secure as we are willing
to act. Let each of us contact Murray Coell's ofﬁce and let him
know that this profound insult to process, the public and
democracy represented in the ‘working forest initiative' is
simply not acceptable. And when world scientists in
unprecedented number call for caution or face the
ìunpredictable collapses of critical biological systems, we
deserve better. We cannot excuse complacency or delay in
facing the threats.
Murray Coell is the MLA representing, in theory, Saanich
and the Gulf Islands. Your call to him may help you discover if
that is still true. Email: murray.coell.mla@leg.bc.ca or phone:
250-655-5711.
The democracy ‘by the people’ in which we say we live
demands at least this much of us. Our children and the
grandchildren we say we care for depend on it.
Chidakash & Shera Street, Galiano Island
* World Scientists Warning to Humanity from the Union of
Concerned Scientists and signed by 1700 scientists including the
majority of Nobel laureates in the sciences, 1992.

Lost Peacock on Galiano
Dear Editor:
Has somebody on Galiano Island lost a female peacock? It is
now in residence on Deacon Lane, near North Galiano
Community Hall. It is extremely tame, pecks at windows to get
in, and overnights way up tall trees.
Paddy Sherman, Galiano Island,(604-922-3835)

CIDA’s Aid Budget Slashed Again
Dear Editor:
The WTO is dragging their heels in allowing poor countries to
import cheap drugs for killer diseases. Is it any wonder? We
have known since the 1970s that we have the capacity to end
LETTERS, turn to next page

BODEGA RESORT
Galiano Island
Hiking and
Biking Tours
THE BASE FOR OUTDOOR ACTIVITY
250-539-2677 Box 115 VON 1P0
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‘What’s On?’
Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
Only $26.75! • With photo just $32.10 to Promote your Event to

38,000 Readers from Tsawwassen to Victoria to Nanaimo
Saturday & Sunday, Sept 13 & 14

Saturday, September 20

‘Agriculture: Something to Crow About,’ Salt Spring
Island 107th Fall Fair—an old-fashioned country fair in a
lovely park-like setting—horticulture, crafts, livestock, 4H,
antique machinery displays and demonstrations, great
entertainment, horse show and much more; Zucchini 500 back by
popular demand; no dogs allowed • Farmers’ Institute, 351
Rainbow Road, Ganges • SAT: 8am– 6pm, SUN: 8am– 5pm •
Tickets: adults $4; children 7–17 $2; 6 & under free • Info: Rick
Vipond 250-537-2484 or 537-4755 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Galiano Island Concert Series subscription deadline—
season line-up: Bill Hilly Band (October 24), The Raven Quartet
(January 23), Todd Butler Band (February 27), The Moir Duo
(March 19), Season Subscribers’ Bonus Concert is Victoria Music
Conservatory Ensemble (Easter Sunday) • Galiano Community
Hall • All concerts evenings • Only $65 before Sept 20 • Info &
Reservations: Zona Macdonald 539-2458, Inessa Ormond 250539-3155 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Sunday, September 14
2003 Pender Island Terry Fox Run • Run, walk, jog, cycle or
rollerblade for the Marathon of Hope • 1, 5, 10km courses •
Beautiful route starts and finishes at Community Hall • Start 9am
• Participate or volunteer • Everyone welcome—pledge forms at
various locations • Info: Carolyn Elliot, 629-3133 or David Boyd,
629-9984 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Monday, September 15
Pender Island Concert Series subscription deadline—
season line-up: Bill Hilly Band (October 23), Piano Duo Robert
Kortgaard & Peter Tiefenbach (January 29), Todd Butler Band
(February 20), Burney Ensemble (March 26 ) • Pender School
Gym • All concerts 7:30pm • Info & Reservations: Jean Bradley
250-629-3360 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, September 20
Water Wisdom: Identifying & Sustaining Penders Water
Resources—talk by geophysicist Jim Henderson about his two
studies into Pender’s water supply and resource • St Peter’s Parish
Hall • 2pm • Info: Tekla Deverell 250-629-6622, Wayne Wright
629-2004 • ON PENDER ISLAND

LETTERS from previous column
hunger and poverty, that there is actually enough food in the
world to feed everyone but still people die of malnutrition and
preventable diseases every day. What has always been missing
is political will.
This week I read that CIDA’s budget is being cut again, just
6 months after the budget announcement of an 8% annual
increase. After a decade of slashing, more cuts to our foreign
aid budget is shocking to say the least. Even with the
welcomed budget announcement, Canada is ranked near the
bottom of 22 donor countries by the Organization for Economic
Co-operation and Development. Our current contribution level
of 0.27% of our Gross National Income is a long way off from
0.7%, which is the international target committed to by the
Liberals.
Meanwhile, extreme poverty devastates the lives of
hundreds of millions of people around the world. Globally, an
estimated 1.3 billion people eke out an existence on less than $1
per day. At least 110 million children, mostly girls, receive no
primary education. Almost 30,000 children under the age of
ﬁve die each day, mostly from easily preventable causes.
Our leaders do not place human lives before proﬁts. Until
their constituents make them understand the importance of
these issues, we can expect that people will continue to die
needlessly at a rate of thousands per day.
Alec Soucy, Ottawa

Salt Spring Fire Department in Interior
Editor’s Note: The following letter was sent to Salt Spring’s
‘Driftwood’ newspaper and also submitted to ‘Island Tides’ for
publication.
This is further to our telephone conversation yesterday
regarding the Driftwood newspaper article entitled “A lot of
smoke. And mirrors” written by John Pottinger. I wish to
correct some misinformation in that article.
At no time did the Ofﬁce of the Fire Commissioner receive
emails or telephone calls from the Salt Spring Island Fire
Department ‘begging and pleading to be sent to the ﬁres’ in the
Interior. Nor was the ﬁre department haranguing my ofﬁce to
send them. Allow me to explain the process by which fire
department apparatus and personnel were selected.
On August 1, 2003, the ﬁre departments in the communities
of McLure, Lewis Creek and Barriere were being overpowered
by the wildland ﬁre north of McLure. In anticipation of a State
of Emergency being declared, I wrote to all ﬁre departments
requesting their cooperation in advising my ofﬁce as to what
resources they were prepared to release. The intent was to
create an inventory of available resources that could be called

Wednesdays, beginning October 8
Pender Curling Club Fall Season—both beginners and
experienced curlers can join this 10 week season for fun, exercise
and fellowship • Glen Meadows Golf and Country Club, near
Sidney • 1:30pm • $45/season • Info: Jim MacDonald 250-6296308 or Jack MacAulay 250-629-6256 • IN SIDNEY

Fri, Sat & Sun, Oct 10,
11 &12
Body Soul and Spirit Expo—holistic fair
with exhibits, lectures, workshops and
health-conscious food; over 100 exhibitors
covering healing and intuitive arts, wellness
products, etc.; speaker list available on-line
• Pearkes Recreation Centre, 3100 Tillicum
Road (free parking, accessible by bus) • FRI:
3-10pm, SAT: 10am-10pm, SUN: 11am-7pm • Tickets: $10/day,
$25/weekend, workshops various prices • Info: 1-877-560-6830
or www.bodysoulspiritexpo.com/expo/victoria • IN VICTORIA

Promote your event!
upon if needed.
My letter stated that I did not expect the ﬁre departments in
the Interior or the Kootenays in which the ﬁre hazard rating
was extreme to release any of their resources. Even though I
did not expect a response from the ﬁre departments in the
extreme ﬁre hazard areas, quite a few ﬁre departments in those
areas volunteered their services.
Subsequent to my August 1, 2003 letter, the Solicitor General
did declare a provincial State of Emergency, which provided
the Province with the authority to coordinate and bring in
additional resources both for firefighting and to assist the
displaced persons.
The Ofﬁce of the Fire Commissioner and the ﬁre service
follow the British Columbia Emergency Management System
which is a form of Incident Command, whereby tasks are
deﬁned and individuals are assigned speciﬁc responsibilities.
One of these responsibilities is Logistics. The job of the
Logistics Co-ordinators is to ﬁnd the right resources which will
satisfy the needs of the on-site Field Commanders.
The Logistics Co-ordinators compile the responses from the
ﬁre departments as to what is available and, when necessary,
recruit the required resources by calling a fire department
directly to solicit their assistance. Those ﬁre departments that
were best able to release resources without seriously depleting
their own communities’ ﬁre protection capabilities were the
ﬁrst ﬁre departments chosen by Logistics to respond to the ﬁres
in the Interior.
As you know, the McLure ﬁre is one of many wildﬁres that
impacted and continue to threaten British Columbia
communities. As the number of wildﬁres increased and more
communities were threatened, my office issued a second
request on August 15, 2003, for additional assistance from the
fire service. At that point, because of the urgency of the
situation, it was necessary to draw apparatus and personnel
from those ﬁre departments that had offered to help but either
had limited resources to spare or who may have been from a
high ﬁre hazard region.
The unselﬁsh generosity of the ﬁre service in offering their
services must be gratefully acknowledged. At the height of the
conﬂagrations, 61 ﬁre departments responded with 95 ﬁre
trucks and approximately 350 personnel to the aid of the
LETTERS, please turn to page 10

Nanoose appeal up to
province, says SPEC
Patrick Brown
SPEC, the Society Promoting Environmental Conservation, has
abandoned any further legal attempts to prevent the federal
government from allowing nuclear warheads into the
province.
‘SPEC has taken this as far as our resources permit,’ said
SPEC Director Norm Abbey. ‘It’s now up to our provincial
government to show leadership in protecting the public interest.’
August 27 was the deadline to appeal Ottawa’s
expropriation of Nanoose Bay to the Supreme Court of Canada.
Earlier, SPEC won a lower court challenge when Federal
Court Justice D. Campbell agreed with West Coast
Environmental Law Association (WCELA) staff lawyer
Andrew Gage and David Wright QC; ruling that ‘members of
the objecting public are right to expect that what they have to
say will be seriously considered and perhaps impede, change
or end the expropriation.’
In March, 2003, however, the Federal Court of Appeal
reversed that decision. SPEC will not appeal further; citing
costs, legal and strategic reasons—not the least of which is BC’s
failure to intervene with SPEC on the public’s behalf. Although
BC did file a separate court challenge in 1999, it hasn’t
proceeded, in spite of the legislature’s 1992 all-party vote to
make the province nuclear weapons free.
‘The BC government ofﬁcially opposes nuclear weapons in
the province, but remains silent when citizens ask it to take a
stand. If BC had supported this case we believe we could have
gone to the Supreme Court of Canada,’said Gage.✐

Forget messy lotions!

Designed to allow light to pass through
Our fabric is treated to reflect & refract
more than  of UVA and UVB rays
& draw moisture away from the skin
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Solarscreen Fashions
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right soil

THE LINWOOD
ADVANTAGE
CUSTOM DESIGN
HIGH QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS
FULL WARRANTY PROGRAM
WORLDWIDE SHIPPING EXPERTISE
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www.linwoodhomes.com
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Look for Growell
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garden center

Growell

www.growell.bc.ca
email: mail@growell.bc.ca

– Over 100 full colour designs –

Come and see the Full Line of

John Deere Lawn and
Garden Equipment
Making your gardening a pleasure not a chore!

The House of
your Dreams

CONCRETE & AGGREGATE DIVISION
Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C. V84 2A6

Ocean Mist 1 • 1230 sq ft • Package Price

www.JohnDeere.com

Nothing Runs Like a Deere TM

material $28,930 • lockup $43,890 • complete $86,790

Harvest Building Products
250-468-1930 1-800-468-1903
www.harvestcedarhomes.com
1441 East Island Hwy, Nanoose Bay, BC

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

ALL ISLAND DEER LTD.
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Island Hwy. Duncan • 748-3189
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BioSand Filter
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Christenson
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• Gravity or pressure systems
• Rain water, lake water, well water

Other systems available
• Trojan UVMax, reverse osmosis
• Filters, parts, pumps
• Sales, service, installation
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PRO STAR

250-629-8386

MECHANICAL TECHNOLOGIES LTD.

250-383-4558 • Fax 250-383-6990
320 Mary St., Victoria, BC

prostar@islandnet.com

www.shorelinedesign.ca

www.prostarwater.ca

Complete Rainwater Harvesting Systems
Affordable Cisterns, Roof Washers, Gravity Filters

Bob Burgess 250-246-2155
www.rainwaterconnection.com

A Clean, Sustainable Alternative
IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

LANCE VAESEN ROOFING
1184 SUMMIT AVE, VICTORIA

STANDING SEAM METAL ROOFING
FOR WATER COLLECTION SYSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE SHAKE & SHINGLE

250-381-2157

CELL 250-361-5028
FAX 250-383-2198

Serving the Gulf Islands for 20 Years

Photo : John Wiznuk

Mike Harcourt picks another winner! Harcourt drew the six prizewinners for the Pender Firefighter’s Raffle at
August 30 Farmer’s Market. Later that day he had the firefighters over for dinner and personally thanked them for
their part in rescuing him after his fall last year.

FOREST from page 1
speciﬁcally and permanently allocated for timber extraction
was described in the January discussion paper. (The idea was
also floated, briefly and unsuccessfully, by the previous
government.) The concept is that Crown land is, before
anything else, an economic asset belonging to the provincial
government, who should use it as a tool for economic
development. The government clearly heard from the forest
industry that uncertainty about its future land base was an
impediment to investment. The forest industry wanted
increased ‘security’.
The forest industry’s tenure is presently described in
agreements for 34 Tree Farm Licenses, 37 Timber Supply Areas,
800 Woodlot licenses, and 7 Community Forest Pilot
Agreements.
Section 23 of the Land Act says that Crown land may not be
sold for forestry. Period. But over the past few years, legal
precedents have been clearly established which, while not
exactly giving ‘title’ to these Crown lands to the forest
companies, entitle them to ﬁnancial compensation if land is
removed from their allocations.

‘Open for Business’
‘Working Forest’ may have been a confusing title, said Minister
Hagen in a speech in Prince George on August 13. ‘I want to
know when we are missing the mark so that we can become
clearer in our communications.’ So it’s now called the ‘Working
Landscape—Working Forest Initiative.’ He made the purpose
of the new legislation clear. ‘Once we have defined the
protected areas, the rest of the province is open for business.’
Hagen’s speech amounted to an update on the January
discussion paper. It was not privatization of Crown lands, he
emphasized. But the Initiative now includes the other 32
million hectares of Crown land that isn’t suitable for forestry.

Responses a Catalogue of Suspicions
As noted above, 97% of the 2700 written responses to the
discussion paper were negative. The report on the responses,
written by environmental consultant Daryl Brown of Victoria,
makes it clear that either the discussion paper was not well
understood, and that those who responded didn’t trust the
government’s motives; or possibly that they understood the
motivation only too well. It’s interesting reading.
A summary of the comments is a stunning catalogue of
suspicions about the government’s real agenda.
First, and most common, is the perception that the Working
Forest Initiative (WFI) is a way of transferring increased
property rights to forest companies. Despite the clause in the
Land Act that prohibits the sale of Crown land for forestry
purposes, the acknowledged objective, of ‘greater certainty,’
together with the fact that the exact legal mechanisms by which
this is to be accomplished are not spelled out, has led to some
apprehension (or as Minister Hagen would say, confusion).
Government proposals to privatize BC Ferries, parts of BC
Hydro, and the Coquihalla highway, without actually giving up
title, have led to a new appreciation of the sort of deals that can
give the private sector a share of ownership of public assets. Key
details are not made public, with the excuse of ‘commercial
conﬁdentiality.’

De Facto Privatization?
Many respondents to the discussion paper felt that the WFI
scheme would create a government liability to pay
compensation to the forest industry if Crown land is ever
removed from the WF, and that this would put an end to the
dedication of further protected areas. Some feared that existing
protected areas might be sacriﬁced to compensate the forest
industry for any losses from the WF—known as a ‘no-net-loss’
arrangement.

Certainty for Some, Uncertainty for Others
The discussion paper argued strongly for increased legal
certainty for the forest industry. Not surprisingly, the reaction
was that this would create greater uncertainty for everyone
else. Mining, tourism, agriculture, oil & gas, trapping and
outdoor recreation interests, and First Nations all felt that the
purpose of the WFI was to put forestry ﬁrst, and them second
or last. Many felt that domination of Crown lands by the forest

companies would lead to damage of other values like drinking
water, biodiversity, ﬁsh, wildlife, etc.

Sustainability and Diversity
Another announced objective of the WFI was a long-term
increase in the Annual Allowable Cut (AAC) from the forests.
Since evidence suggests that the cut has been beyond the
sustainable for many years, this led some to wonder if the
doubling of the WF (on paper) would led to even faster
logging of the existing forest.
Another frequent complaint was that the permanent
designation of much of the Crown land for forestry would
make it impossible for many communities to diversify their
economies in the future.
First Nations who responded expressed the suspicion that
the WF designation would make it more difﬁcult to negotiate
land claim settlements despite frequent references in the
discussion paper to settling these disputes. Since many feel
that unsettled land claims are the major cause of uncertainty,
this would appear to be an area where the proposal ‘missed
the mark.’

Sidelining the Forests Ministry
Finally, the power to make long term agreements with forestry
companies would be transferred from the Minister of Forests to
the Minister of Sustainable Resource Management (MSRM, or
the ‘Misery Minister’), and in major issues, the cabinet. This is
the essence of the ‘enabling legislation’, Bill Nº46. The exact
reasons for sidelining the Forests Ministry are unclear.
However byzantine the procedures of the Ministry of Forests
may appear, at least they are well established, grounded in law,
and recognize the public interest. Despite systematic weakening
by this government, they still emphasize environmental
responsibility.
This transfer would appear to make it possible for the
government to negotiate any kind of deal with any proposer,
without legislative oversight. Since many felt that the existing
regime already gave forestry companies considerable ‘certainty’,
they question what kind of deal could improve this without
giving the companies effective ownership of Working Forest
lands.

None So Deaf as Those Who Will Not Hear
Much of the criticism of the WF discussion paper centered on
what it didn’t say rather than what it did. On August 13,
Minister Hagen asked to be advised when the government
was ‘missing the mark in its communications.’ If he has read
the public comment report, he has, in fact, been advised.

Bill Nº46
This is a remarkably short bill, given the massive shift in
government policy it represents. It is set out as amendments to
the Land Act.
Essentially, it gives cabinet the power to designate areas of
Crown land for certain uses (including, but not limited to,
forestry), for ‘implementing a plan for a speciﬁed use’, or for
‘speciﬁed economic development opportunities’.
Cabinet ‘may establish objectives for designations’ and ‘must
specify officials having discretion under the Act’ to issue
approvals, licenses, permits, leases, or other authorizations.
It is careful to specify that proposed objectives or
amendments must be made publicly available for review and
comment, except that there is an escape clause—if the Minister
says that the order is ‘urgently required’ to protect a ‘resource
value’ and states that opinion in the order, public comment can
be bypassed.
It doesn’t say anything about the government actually
considering the public’s comments. (Has the Minister read the
report on public responses to the WF discussion paper?)

Conclusion
Crown land (whether forested or not) has historically been
held in trust for the people of the province. But now it will no
longer be subject to strict, legislated (and relatively transparent)
procedures on its disposition, but will be free for one minister
and the cabinet to make deals with. 77 million hectares of
Crown land could fall victim to this government’s failure to
distinguish its corporate interests from the public interest. ✐
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The new importance of Power Smart.
Or, why we want you to use
less of what we sell.
A growing province. A growing demand.
In a province with so many natural resources, it’s understandable that we British Columbians would
give little thought to the generation of our electricity.
After all, we have had a steady supply of reliable, safe and clean power for decades. And thanks
to our heritage of hydroelectric dams, we’ve received this power at a relatively low cost.
As the province continues to grow, however, so does the demand on our energy supply. In fact, with
British Columbia’s electricity consumption increasing at a rate of nearly 2% every year, our existing
generating resources will be unable to meet the demand before the end of this decade.

A plan to meet the challenge.
At BC Hydro, we have already initiated a plan to secure the resources British Columbia needs
for future power generation, while reducing demand through energy efficiency. Power Smart will play a
critical role in meeting this challenge.
Power Smart is a series of energy efficiency initiatives, and is the cleanest and least expensive
alternative to generating power. Over the next decade, we’re counting on our Power Smart programs
to offset more than a third of the demand for new energy.
BC Hydro will meet the remainder of our province’s energy demands through several means. In
addition to the Vancouver Island Generation Project, we will meet future demand by buying power from
independent producers, and through power generated by our industrial and commercial customers.
BC Hydro is committed to ensuring that half of all new electricity is provided by clean sources. We are
also actively exploring “green” energy opportunities — technologies with extremely low or even zero
environmental impacts.

Rates have remained unchanged since 1993.
Although electricity rates have not increased in the last ten years, future demand will affect costs.
Regardless of its source, new electricity generation will be more expensive than our existing supply of
large-scale hydroelectricity. In addition, our operating costs, and the ongoing costs of maintaining our
infrastructure, have, and will, continue to increase.
As a result, BC Hydro will be applying to the BC Utilities Commission for an increase in rates. While
the BCUC will determine the final amount of any increase, our existing low-cost supply, as well as our
Power Smart programs, will help to keep our rates among the lowest in North America.

The Power Smart Solution.
Since 1989, our customers have saved over 1.1 billion dollars’ worth of energy through Power Smart.
And opportunities for energy savings are greater today than ever before. In the weeks and months
ahead, we’ll be showing British Columbians ways to reduce their electricity bills and help the
environment through a variety of Power Smart programs, and new energy-efficient technologies.
We can all play a part in keeping down costs, protecting our environment, and securing the future of
our power. When one of us reduces, everyone gains.

If you’d like to find out more, visit us at www.bchydro.com.
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Trust award nominee Whalewych Farm
Sara J. Steil

One of South Pender’s gems, Whalewych
Farm, was recently nominated for a 2003
Islands Trust Stewardship Award, in the
category of Sustaining the Rural Islands.
The present owners named the farm
‘Whalewych’ in 1971. ‘Wych’ is an old English
word for place—hence ‘place of the whales’.
The farm overlooks Boundary Pass where
Orcas whales pass.
Previously, the farm was the property of
pioneers Geoff and Hope Jennens and their
two daughters. The family owned
approximately 200 acres from the shoreline of
South Pender Island to Greenburn Lake. The
log farmhouse was built in the 1940s with
timber from the property and a workhorse to
haul the logs. The Jennens were sheep farmers
and used to supply lamb to the Annual
Saturna Barbeque.
In 1971, Geoff and Hope retired to the
Greenburn Lake portion of their property and
sold 60 acres of their land, which was under
separate title and contained the farm, to the
present owners - Terry and Ann McMullen
and Diane McBain and Rob Southey.
Restoration and maintaining the operations
of the farm became a dream. In the 24 years of
weekend and vacation work they renovated
the old homestead house, re-fenced the farm

as the old fences had fallen in disrepair,
ploughed the ﬁeld for pasture and hay and
generally cleaned up the debris accumulated
over many decades. They have restored and
maintained the old farm buildings, which
include three log structure barns.
Of the 60 acres, only 22 acres are used for
farming and the balance has been left in the
hands of nature and hosts many flora and
fauna species. This is the reason the Field
Naturalists visit the farm on many occasions.
The owners also have opened the doors of the
historic farm to the community through the
Fire Department’s ‘House Tours’ fundraising
event. Kindergarten classes often visit,
especially during lambing season, and give
the farm the opportunity to offer education to
the younger generation, not only in farming,
but maintaining the rural character of the
islands.
Conservation of the lands has always been
first and foremost in the hearts of all four
partners. They have an agreement that for any
tree removal or major change to the lands an
unanimous decision would have to be
reached. While they burn wood for fuel, they
do not cut trees but use windfalls only. All the
forests are a natural second growth ecosystem
and will remain as such. ✐

"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

Galiano Island: Spectacular low bank
oceanfront with must see beaches, about 60
acres, panoramic oceanviews, forest trails
Very rare! See Li!

Salt Spring Island: 3 bed / 2 bath,
S/SW/W exposures, vegetable garden,
orchard, studio, outbuildings, a rural
retreat! $398,000

WTO’s Who’s In & Who’s Out
Peter D. Carter

As the Fifth Ministerial Meeting of the World
Trade Organization (WTO) gears up in
Cancun, Mexico this month, National
chairperson of the Council of Canadians,
Maude Barlow, reports that she is on a
‘watchlist’ of people that Mexican police and
military will be observing very closely,
according to a leaked document made public
on August 18 by the Mexican newspaper
Reforma. Barlow has objected to the sweeping
powers given to global corporations and she
writes against the WTO, as well as the Free
Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA). The
Council of Canadians and other groups are
promoting Saturday, September 13 as a day
for action concerning extensions of the WTO
and the planned FTAA.
From September 10–14 in Cancun, the 146
member countries of the WTO will intensify
negotiations to complete the Doha
Development Agenda, which was launched at
the Fourth Ministerial meeting of the WTO in
Doha, Qatar, in November 2001.

The List
Barlow is among three Canadians whose
names appear on the police list. Diane Matte,
former President of the Fédération des
Femmes du Québec, and writer Naomi Klein,
author of No Logo and Fences and Windows,
are also listed as ‘globalphobes’ who will be
under scrutiny by the Mexican police and
military in Cancun.
Other well known names on the police and
military list are: Americans Noam Chomsky,
MIT faculty and outspoken critic of US foreign
policy, and Ralph Nader, consumer advocate
and former leader of the US Green Party;
Ignacio Ramonet, editor-in-chief of the widely
respected Le Monde Diplomatique in France;
Waldon Bello, economist and director of Focus
on Global South in the Philippines; Vandana
Shiva, Director of the India’s Research
Foundation for Science, Technology and
Ecology; and Barbara Stocking, director of
OXFAM Great Britain. Like Maude Barlow,
their offense is to have written and spoken
against the WTO.

Lack of Public Input

Salt Spring Island: Almost oceanfront,
exceptional oceanviews, private, sunny,
comm. water, totally renovated in 2002,
close to everything, yet serene. Very pretty
home! Don't delay! $480,0000

Salt Spring Island: Beautiful Ganges
Harbour oceanfront, 2 bed / 2 bath well
maintained home, self contained guest 2
bed suite, large sunny deck, Don’t delay!
See Li!

Canada signed onto the WTO in 1995, at a
time when practically no one had heard of the
WTO, let alone knew what the terms of
Canada’s membership were.
In April 1999, I was a presenter at the ﬁrst
public consultations on the WTO and the
FTAA held by the Department of International
Trade in Canada. At this time, Canada was
chair of the FTAA committee. However, the
public input was one month too late to be
accepted because the FTAA public input had
closed in March 1999.
The terms of the FTTA were drafted by
nine trade committees. There were no
committees for sustainable development,
human rights, health or for the environment.

The reason given by WTO and FTAA
architects is that international trade has got
nothing to do with matters like health and
environment.
The public is expected to trust hired trade
negotiators to protect public interests and the
environment in closed dealings. The public do
not learn the terms for these new deals until
after negotiators for international trade
departments have reached agreement.
All the public can be sure of is that any
terms must conform to the ‘rules and
disciplines’ of the WTO, which practically
ensures private takeovers of the most valuable
public assets by the wealthiest global
corporations.
The public is becoming familiar with public
asset stripping in BC. Asset stripping of public
holdings across the western hemisphere will
escalate yet again, leaving untouched only
services and holdings that cannot be run at a
corporate proﬁt. Unprecedented amounts of
tax money and public assets are being
transferred to private holdings.

Extension and Escalation of
Corporate Power
According to Barlow, the stakes of the Cancun
meeting are huge. Powerful governments and
their business communities are seeking a major
‘liberalization’ (that is, putting on the market) of
services, agriculture and intellectual property
rights as well as sweeping new initiatives on
investment, competition and government
procurement. WTO leaders—the European
Union and the United States—have set the end
of 2004 as the ﬁnal deadline to conclude this
‘round’ of negotiations.
In Cancun, the pressure on smaller, debtridden nations and reluctant governments to
sign the deal will be intense.

FTAA Next
Two months after Cancun, from November
20–21, the 8th Free Trade Area of the Americas
(FTAA) Ministerial meeting will be held in
Miami, Florida. There, the 34 North and South
American member countries (all but Cuba)
will be putting what they hope will be the
ﬁnal touches on a far-reaching free trade and
investment regime, dramatically extending
both the scope and the size of NAFTA (North
American Free Trade Agreement). Like the
Doha Round of the WTO, the FTAA is
scheduled to be signed by the heads of state
by the end of 2004, and then sent to each
nation’s capital for ratiﬁcation in 2005.

Double Whammy
For the peoples of the western hemisphere, the
double impact of the new rules of the WTO
and the newly minted FTAA will be profound.
The FTAA will contain the worst of the WTO,
including a wide-ranging services agreement
based on the General Agreement on Trade in
WTO, turn to next page

SOUTH AMERICA CIRCUMNAVIGATION
Salt Spring Island: 3 bed / 1 bath, S/SW
exposures, close to town, good rental
potential, good investment. $199,700

Salt Spring Island: Low bank sandy
oceanfront, foreshore lease, renovated
home, sep. studio, 50 GPM well, B&B
option, hot tub, lovely views. $650,000

There is still time to book a cabin on this exciting voyage. And, with a new
lower price, you really can’t afford to miss this opportunity. You will walk on
Antarctica, cruise the Amazon and Orinoco rivers and take an optional minicruise to the Galapagos. Ship sails 2 February 2004. What a great offering!
63 DAY CRUISE WITH AIRFARE

from CAD

$7,855. 00

Book through Cruise Holidays of Victoria and receive
a US $500.00 shipboard credit per cabin.

Sail from San Francisco to Port Everglades via Antarctica
and see Mexico, Costa Rica, Panama, Ecuador, Peru, Chile, Argentina, Shetlands,
Antarctica, Falklands, Uruguay, Brazil, French Guyana, Venezuela, Trinidad, Dominica,
St. Thomas.
Salt Spring Island: Oceanview starter
home, 3 bed, wood floors, wood
ﬁreplace, deck, close to town. Easy care!
$286,000

Li Read
Re/Max Realty of Salt Spring

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, 5+ acres,
roughed in driveway, drilled well,
building site, zoned for home, cottage, &
studio. Sunny! $386,000

Toll-free: 1-800-731-7131
Fax: 250-537-4287
Email: islands@liread.com
Website: www.liread.com

"See Li for Successful Solutions!"

Prices are for an inside cabin per person based on double occupancy and include return airfare from
Vancouver. Additional costs are port charges $1,650.00 and government taxes $140.00.

Don’t have 63 days? Segments of this cruise can be purchased separately.
Do you want more information on this unique exotic cruise? Call us to reserve
your seat at our workshop presented by Royal Olympia Cruises, 25 Sept 2003.
Cruises to order from

Cruise Holidays of Victoria
Saanich Centre Mall (corner of Quadra & McKenzie)

414-0447 or 808-868-0382

Celebrating the Island apple Gail Neumann
The apple has played a part in Southern Gulf Island life from Salt Spring. Charlie Eagle has the most complete collection on
the time of the earliest settlers. The orchards and farms of the the Island. His stock includes the apples ﬁrst grown on Salt
coast were the predominant suppliers of fruit and produce to Spring Island as well as some other antique varieties.
the province from the late 1800s until 1920. Today local fruit
Only a dozen or so varieties of apples are commonly
growers are working to reestablish the wide range of apple available in North American supermarkets. Local apple
varieties once grown on Salt Spring.
growers want to raise awareness that hundreds of different
The ﬁrst apple trees to arrive on Salt Spring, around 1865, varieties are still being grown. One of the problems with selling
travelled from the Saanich Peninsula by Indian canoe to Wave heritage apples according to orchardist Harry Burton is that
Hill farm near Beaver Point Hall. Around the same time other people buy by sight. Even though heritage varieties of apples
orchards of 250 to 1,600 trees were also being established on may have a superior taste they may not be attractive looking.
Salt Spring Island.
Burton hopes to raise awareness about the ﬁne qualities of
About 1895, Samuel Beddis an ingenious and thrifty Salt relatively unknown varieties of apples.
Spring settler saved seeds from the apples eaten on his voyage
Apple Festivals
from England. When he arrived on Salt Spring he planted the This autumn, on both Salt Spring and Mayne Islands, festivals
seeds and grew 500 seedlings that became rootstock for his have been scheduled to celebrate the apple and experts have
orchard. Because grafting is the best way to ensure good tasting been invited to bring a wealth of information and ideas. This
fruit, Beddis sent to Ireland for scions, small pieces of branches year ’s network will extend to fruit growers from Port
used in grafting.
Townsend who work in a
In order to keep
similar climate.
the scions healthy
The Salt Spring Apple
they had to be cool,
Festival which includes
dark and moist from
a tour of 14 island farms
the time they were
will
be
held
on
cut until they were
September 28. At Fulford
grafted into the new
Hall will be apple
tree.
Neither
displays, pie ladies, local
refrigeration nor
art, and recipes and
speedy travel were
exhibits, an apple disease
possible at that time
expert, and an expert on
so each scion was
orchard bees. The Apple
shipped implanted in
Network on Salt Spring
a potato, a common
is sponsoring the local
practice at this time.
festival. The Network is a
The scions arrived in
business that supports
vigorous condition.
the group efforts of the
Photo courtesy of the Salt Spring Archives
The grafts took hold
orchardists,
A Salt Spring produce display, probably from the 1918 Victoria local
and Beddis’ orchard
memberships
are
Exhibition, from the Toynbee collection.
flourished, offering
available to everyone.
about forty different varieties of trees.
Using the funds from annual apple festivals the Network

Hundreds of Apple Varieties

Today Salt Spring and the Southern Gulf Islands offer an
eclectic sampling of apple farms ranging from hobby farms,
heritage farms, organic orchards to working family farms.
Close to 350 varieties of apples are grown on Salt Spring alone.
This wide range is helping to preserve genetic diversity among
apple trees as well as preserving historic varieties.
Orchardist Bob Weeden specializes in historical varieties of
apples. Developing a growing interest in heirloom apples
Weeden was able to purchase stock from Renee Poisson of the
Tsolum River Nursery, in Merville, when she closed down her
operations. All the stock from her nursery has now moved to

hopes to establish a workshop including a hydraulic stainless
steel 24in apple press and a pasteurizer that would be available
to members for processing their own apple juice. However,
Network’s greatest need at this time is for a single use, garagesize home for its operation.
On Mayne Island, plan to be part of the second annual
Apple Day at the market on October 11. Come to the square
dance in the evening with the Apple Orchard Orchestra.
At both Fulford Hall and at the Mayne Island market
people are invited to bring their own apples for identiﬁcation.
Both celebrations include tours of local farms and orchards. ✐
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Behind the scenes look
at Nanaimo’s Port
Theatre
Nanaimo’s ﬁve year-old Port Theatre will opening its doors to
the public on September 14. From 1–4pm visitors can enjoy a
free tour of the facility including backstage areas such as the
dressing rooms, Green Room and dock area.
Volunteers and technical staff will be on-hand during the
Open House to answer questions about the computerized
equipment that operate lighting and audio systems. You can
also see how the orchestra lift turns into a thrust stage or an
orchestra pit or stand on the stage and look up at the 85-foot
grid above (the catwalk).
The Port Theatre has seen a half million people attend over
800 events in the last ﬁve years.
The upcoming season brochures will be available, listing
dance, theatre, world music, jazz, and comedy events for the
2003-04 season.
For an even more deluxe experience there are $150-tickets
for the 5th Anniversary Gala on Saturday, September 20
featuring the Vancouver Island Symphony and Dame Cleo
Laine with John Dankworth Quartet, tickets available at 250754-8550. ✐

What are your
options?
Find out from your
Gulf Islands’ alternative
energy specialists

Energy Options
energyoptions@telus.net

250-537-8371

364 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island
electrical contractors • solar • wind • microhydro systems

Christine M. Piercy, MD. MA
Registered Clinical Counselor
working with individual adults

Separations & Life Transitions
Loss and Grief • FIllness and Death
Depression • Aging • Dream Work

250-655-1014
204B-2453 Beacon Avenue, Sidney, BC

WTO from previous page
Services (GATS), as well as the investment provisions of
NAFTA, which allow corporations to sue governments
through legally binding trade tribunals. Combining these two
powers into one agreement will give unequalled new powers
to the transnational corporations of the hemisphere to compete
for and challenge every publicly-funded service of its
governments, including health care, education, social security,
culture and water. Both deals contain new provisions on
competition policy, government procurement, market access,
and investment that could remove the ability of all the
governments of the Americas (except Cuba) to create or
maintain laws, standards, and regulations to protect the health,
safety and well-being of their citizens and the environment
they share. And as they have been drafted, neither agreement
contains safeguards to protect workers, human rights, social
security, or health and environmental standards.
Here is the cruel reality of the WTO’s economic rules. All but

the wealthiest nations cannot afford to risk any complaint by a
wealthy nation or corporation to a WTO (or FTAA) panel. The
dispute tribunals hand out punishing penalties in the scores of
millions of dollars. At the same time, the richest nations have the
money to ignore trade principles that don’t suit it.

Conclusion
The WTO is the twenty-ﬁrst century enforcer of economic
global colonialism with pseudo-legalization. Huge subsidies
that hurt the natural environment and the economies of poor
nations, while contrary to free trade principles, are not
touched. The bickering of the rich nations gets reported, but
they’re only arguing over how the corpse of the poor nations—
and the planet —will be carved up.
Under the trade rules of the 1948 General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade (GATT), which became the WTO, the rich
nations and the richest people get unbelievably richer while
the poor go on starving, ﬁghting and dying. ✐

BUILDING LOT FOR SALE

The British Columbia Vital Statistics Agency is looking
for individuals to serve as Marriage Commissioners for
Pender Island. The individuals will perform civil marriages within their community on behalf of the Agency.
QUALIFICATIONS: Retired from steady employment
with no other conflicting activities, interested in providing public service in a professional and responsible
manner. Must have excellent interpersonal skills and be
self-reliant, mature and well-groomed. Preference will be
given to individuals having access to computer equipment with the capability for Windows software
applications, internet access and facsimile services.
SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS: Resident of Pender Island,
with possession of a valid driver’s licence. Individuals
must have a suitable location/residence available to
perform civil marriages as required.

North Pender Island
Forested by cedar,
arbutus and alder, this
large sunny (.81 acre)
lot has a building site
ready for your vacation
home. Ample space for
RV or trailers.

An eligibility list may be established at this time.

Driveway is in. Cable
phone, water and
electricity to lot line.
Property may be
viewed at 4736 Ketch
Road, just minutes from
Magic Lake and the
ocean.

MARRIAGE
MARRIAGE COMMISSIONER
COMMISSIONER

John Campbell
Gillian Campbell
Salt Spring Island

Interested individuals are requested to enquire by mail or fax before
September 30, 2003.
British Columbia Vital Statistics Agency,
MC Program,
PO Box 9657 STN PROV GOV
Victoria, BC V8W 9P3
Fax: 250-952-2377

Sale price - only
$30,000 US
($40,590 CAN)

Please call
604-538-3873 for
further information

Ministry of Health Planning
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Another true blue wharf ~ John Wiznuk

SPCA appeals for
animals displaced by
forest fires

The barges and crane of Cullen Construction are highly
visible elements of Hope Bay, Pender Island, these days.
The Gulf Islands Harbour Commission have undertaken
another major reconstruction of a facility for which they are
responsible, this time the Hope Bay wharf and ﬂoats.
Al Cannon, ports manager for the Outer Gulf Islands
Harbour Commission, reports that all three ﬂoats are being
worked on—one replaced and two rebuilt. A number of
new pilings will be driven for the ﬂoats, the gangway from
the wharf to the floats will be rebuilt and some crossbracing will be replaced on the wharf approach. The wharf
guardrails will be replaced as necessary and they and the
gangway will be given a new paint job in what Cannon
describes as Harbour Commission Blue, replacing the old
Fisheries & Oceans red.
Cullen Construction of Delta, BC, was awarded the
repair contract after a public tendering process. $92,000 will
be spent on the pilings, floats and wharf by the time the
work is done. That is expected to be by the third week in
September.
Even though substantial repairs are being done on the
Hope Bay wharf system, the jurisdictional rights are not
settled. The Gulf Islands Harbour Commission does not yet
‘own’ the Hope Bay wharf and ﬂoats but have entered into
a management agreement, based on two year contracts,

The BC SPCA is issuing an urgent appeal for funds to help care
for the thousands of animals displaced by the forest fires
raging through the BC Interior. SPCA shelters in Kamloops
and Kelowna have been providing housing and care for
hundreds of pets of Interior residents who have been
evacuated from their homes and SPCA staff have been
executing regular search and rescue missions to retrieve
animals left behind in evacuated areas.
So far the SPCA has rescued or sheltered more than 1,600
animals from the region. ‘We’re really pushed beyond our
existing resources and desperately need additional funds to
help care for these animals,’ says Craig Daniell, Acting CEO of
the BC SPCA.
Donations can be made to the BC SPCAAnimal Rescue Fund
www.spca.bc.ca or by calling 1-800-665-1868, or by mail to the
BC SPCA, 1245 East 7th Avenue, Vancouver, BC, V5T 1R1. ✐

Daycare in trouble

Hope Bay Rising
Anyone walking out to the Hope Bay wharf will also notice
information sheets on the wharfside of the buildings about
the Hope Bay store reconstruction. Posted by Hope Bay
Rising Holdings Ltd, the group of Pender Islanders who
have bought the property and intend to restart the process
of completing and actualizing the Hope Bay commercial
area, the information is about the application ‘to broaden
the definition of land use within the existing Hope Bay
Commercial One [C1] Zoning.’ It’s well worth a read to see
what the group has in mind and to get answers to
frequently asked questions about the project. ✐

A little extra

Dragonﬂy child care centre, whose purpose-built facility is part
of the Pender Elementary School complex, is in trouble. Earlier
this year, government action resulted in its wage subsidy being
cut, leaving the centre strapped for cash to cover wages and
operating expenses.
Until March 30, 2003, Dragonﬂy received an $3 per hour in
wage subsidy for staff, which allowed for paying a living wage
and maintain the facility and programs. But after subsidy
changes, Dragonfly is no longer eligible for government
ﬁnancial aid under its childminding licence. It is only eligible
for a minimum subsidy for our Out Of School Care licence (less
than $2 per child per session). For this reason Dragonﬂy raised
fees in May, to $5 per hour ($15 per 3-hour session). In addition,
starting this month, families are being required to pay an
annual registration fee of $20.
In order to meet the gap and continue operations,
organizers and parents have been fundraising including

applying for grants from Pender community groups, running
food concessions at events (Twelfth Night, Farmer's Market, Fall
Fair), and organizing a rafﬂe over the summer (there are still
last minute tickets—the draw is September 10).
TruValue grocery store continues to support Dragonﬂy with
their Community Spirit Board. This popular public-spirited
program consists of a board listing a large number of
community groups, shoppers name the charity of their choice
and 1% of their purchase price is donated to that charity.
The Legion and the Nu-to-Yu (PICCS) have provided grant
money to keep Dragonﬂy operating, reports organizer Tracey
Gillespie with a heartfelt ‘thank you.’ She adds, ‘School District
#64 and Pender Principal David Nickoli also continue to
support the role Dragonﬂy plays in creating good citizens as
well as a school—and, ultimately, a community we can all be
proud of .’ ✐

Do you want to graduate?
Whether you need a few courses,
a full high school graduation program,
or want to earn an Adult Graduation Diploma,
there are a surprising number of Gulf Islands choices.
• Self-paced courses — almost any course, almost anytime.
• Teacher-led classes — one class a week in ten-week blocks.
Available at most Centers. Call for details.

Adult Graduation Diploma:
• You need only ﬁve courses to earn a diploma,
…but you can take as many as you like.
• You won’t need your past school records.
…You and your teacher will decide the best place to start.
• You bring personal things like a pen and notebook.
…We’ll provide the rest (and there are no tuition fees).
• You should come prepared to have fun,
… because a class of adult students tends to be that way.

To start, just contact the Center of your choice.
Mayne Island
Secondary Learning Center
call Martin Blakesley or Barb Edwards
539 - 2371

Gulf Islands Secondary School
Adult Education Programs
call Len Sokol
537 - 9944 extension 248

Pender Islands
Secondary Learning Center
call David Nickoli or Colleen Shannon
629 - 3711

Saturna Island
Secondary Learning Center
call Marie Mullen 539 - 2472

For more information call the
School District Office at 537-5548
and ask for Adult Education

with the federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans.
A legacy of old jurisdictional muddles means that road
access to the wharf passes over privately held land and not
a public road allowance. There are also issues with the
foreshore lease at the Hope Bay store site. These matters
must be settled before a full transfer of the wharf can be
made to the Capital Regional District.
A curious fall-out from this is that the wharf will
continue to be unlit for the foreseeable future (making it a
great location for star-gazing). BC Hydro needs to have a
right-of-way before it will reconnect electricity to the wharf.
There has been no lighting on this wharf since the Hope
Bay store ﬁre of February 22, 1998.

Galiano Island
Secondary Learning Center
call Jean Way or Glenn Goring 539 - 2261

SD 64 Gulf Islands — A Community of Learners

Sidney mechanic Donald Simpson won $500,011 after saying
‘yes’ to the Extra on the Wednesday, August 27 Lotto 6/49
draw. Checking his ticket before work, Simpson was told he
was a winner by the lottery clerk at Queen’s Payless on
Resthaven Drive in Sidney.
‘When the clerk validated my ticket, he was so excited that I
had the winning numbers he started to jump up and
down,’recounts the 50-year-old father of three. ‘I was in shock.
I just couldn’t believe it. I have been playing the same numbers
for 15 years—and I won on the Extra! I ran home to tell my
wife then rushed to catch the next ferry. I didn’t even change
out of my work clothes.’
Simpson, who suffers from chronic back pain, commented,
‘The money will allow me to quit my job and spend more time
with my ﬁve-year-old granddaughter, whom my wife and I
are raising. I have always wanted to send my granddaughter
to private school and now I can afford it.’ ✐

LETTERS from page 5
stricken communities. A number of those ﬁre departments were from Vancouver Island and area.
Some of these ﬁre departments are now in their second and third tour of duty at these ﬁres. This
response is an indication of the capability of the ﬁre service to come to the aid of any community
in this province.
The Salt Spring Fire Department worked 80 hours in 4.5 days at the Okanagan Mountain ﬁre
defending homes. The ﬁrst day there, after travelling all day, they spent 10 hours battling the ﬁre
in the Kelowna subdivisions directly with the following ﬁre departments: Kelowna, Peachland,
Powell River, Keremeos, Armstrong, Crofton and Vancouver.
Members of the Salt Spring Fire Department returned with the kind of expertise and skills that
can only be gained in the ﬁeld. There is no training ground for this kind of incident. This
knowledge and skill level is now a resource that belongs to Salt Spring Island.
I wish to thank Salt Spring Island and the other communities for allowing their fire
departments to contribute their resources to deal with this State of Emergency, and to thank the
ﬁreﬁghters who have shown how this province can pull together and protect all the people of
British Columbia.
Thanks you for the opportunity to clarify the statements allegedly made by my ofﬁce.
Rick Dumala, BC Fire Commissioner ✐

MAKE GREAT WINE
NOW AND SAVE $15
With our Ultimate series wine kits, in just eight weeks,
you can make 30-750 ml bottles of rich, powerful red
wine or white wine with superb taste and character. Until
SEPTEMBER 21, SAVE $15 OFF every Ultimate series wine
kit in-stock. Visit Wine Kitz Sidney today to save!
Offer expires Sept. 21, 2003. Project
Holiday Wine® 2003 and
limited release wine
kits not included.

#203-9810
Seventh St.
Mariner Village Mall
(next to Thrifty Foods)

Wine Kitz reserves the right to limit
quantities. Cannot
be combined with
any other offer.

SIDNEY
654-0300

Letter from China
Ross McKinnon
This summer was a very busy one. As it was my ﬁrst summer
over here in the Orient I decided to see as much of it as I could.
Time spent in Hong Kong, Macau, Thailand, Zhuhai,
Shenzhen, and Beijing was well spent. The highlight
undoubtedly was walking along the Great Wall north of
Beijing. While I was prepared to be under-whelmed by it, I
was quite unprepared for the thrill of seeing it wander across
mountain tops for as far as the eye could see. I went walking
on it for a day, both in restored portions and unrestored
portions. I was followed by three local people who wanted to
sell me bottled water and T-shirts each determined to be the
only one to peddle such items to me. Had I walked the 120
kms back to Beijing I think they would have followed me all
the way. In the end, they were very useful as they were able to
show me shortcuts and warn me of dangerous places on the
wall.
I had occasion to pass through Hong Kong ﬁve times this
summer and it has not taken very long to regain its former
vitality and feeling of wealth. Being so close, I know that SARS
hit the Hong Kong economy a tremendous blow, but you
would not know it now. Tourism is back, people are spending,
and the Mainland government has just opened the border to
residents of adjoining cities for day and individual trips. We
think that going to Port Angeles from Vancouver to buy
something used to be a big thing, but now the shops, hotels,
and entertainment venues of Hong Kong are now open to a
million people a week from the mainland. I’m glad that it has
regained it’s former excitement as it is one of the great cities of
the world, and almost as pretty as Vancouver.
I’m now back at Qiongzhou University in Wuzhishan in the
heart of Hainan off the south coast of China for my next stint of
teaching English. For Canadians it’s the beginning of a school
year, in China we are halfway way through the year. Two long
holidays, the one just completed in the summer for July and
August, and the holiday centering on the Spring Festival in
January/February divide our year. The study year is
interrupted as well by the October 1 National Day holiday
which is accompanied by a week on either side, and the May 1
week when we are supposed to get 10 days off, but because of
SARS this year no one did, except the odd foreign teacher.
The students are now returning to campus, and are full of
enthusiasm after the long break. Many don’t go home, as this
in many cases entails a ﬁve day ride by train, but this year
quite a few did because of the SARS worries by their parents.
This disease seems to be a past issue here now, and the campus
police have stopped checking ID cards at the entrances to the
campus, although they seem to be still keeping an eye on who
comes on and leaves the campus.
I’m not sure what it is like in Canadian Universities, but
now I’m just waiting to ﬁnd out how many classes, how many
students, what days I’ll be teaching, and the ﬁnal schedule of
classes I’ll be facing in the coming four months. With classes
commencing in a day I’d feel a little more conﬁdent knowing
what lies ahead!
There is no curriculum assigned in my Faculty of Tourism,
so I have to develop it myself. I’ve been working on it for the
past week, but without the sort of impetus that you get when
you know what is ahead it is hard to concentrate. I know that
tomorrow will be a busy day when I find out the crucial
information, perhaps.
We are in the monsoon season, so can expect daily rain from
about 4-6pm. Every day, the clouds gather over the mountains,
very pregnant with rain, and dump in two hours what to me
seems like a year’s supply. We have also had two typhoons
pass over Wuzhishan in the past week bringing an extra dump
of rain, as well as much wind.
The river, a normally quiet stream with a few islands in it
and water buffalo grazing on the banks and in the water, is
now a raging river, which carries much of the ﬁery red soil of
Hainan in it as it heads down toward the South China Sea.
Fishermen who normally lounge around the banks of the
placid stream now are nowhere to be found. I presume that
this is their annual off-season. ✐
FLAGS, from page 4
competent and considerate operation of his vessel or intelligent
conversation.
If you must ﬂy anything apart from the proper ﬂags, such
as cocktail ﬂags, black lacy panties, or underwear in general,
confederate ﬂags, or even Lone Star State ﬂags of any size, feel
free. Just hang them on the same hoist as the Canadian
Courtesy flag, but below the Maple Leaf. To be strictly
accurate, when you enter and approach Canada Customs, the
plain yellow code ‘Q’ (for quarantine) ﬂag, indicating ‘My
vessel is healthy and I request free pratique' should be ﬂown
below the Courtesy ﬂag and above the nylon stockings.
That would be too much to hope for, but it would be nice if
Customs and or the Police would imitate common practice in
other places and use the lack of a proper ﬂag (it is an offense)
as full justiﬁcation for a decent check of the offending vessel.
Think of all the undeclared ﬁrearms and booze that could be
scooped up, not to mention all the Canadian ﬂags that Bedwell
Harbour, oops, sorry, ‘Poets Cove,’ (sniff) could sell to visiting
boats that arrive lacking such. ✐
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Get your weekends cooking ~ Serena van Bakel

W

ith a busy summer season coming to a close, your
sunny fall weekends may include entertaining. If
you are fresh out of ideas about what to feed ‘the
gang,’ the new Weekend Cooking cookbook from Company’s
Coming could provide some great ideas.
Weekend Cooking is divided into ﬁve sections: Morning ‘Til
Noon, Summer Fare, Family Fun, Table
Travels and Evening Entertaining. It contains
200 all-new recipes and features 40 themed
menus for year-round casual entertaining.
The menus are listed in various ways for easy
selection. Choose by mealtime or group size,
make-ahead or cook-and-serve, theme,
nationality or season.
In this cookbook Company’s Coming is
getting more adventurous in its recipes. The
Table Travels section includes such diverse
menus and recipes as African Safari, Asian
Night, Curry Night, Mexican Fiesta. The
recipe for hazelnut rolls in the Vegetarian
Dinner Party menu certainly strikes my fancy.
For brunch there is a dim sum menu, with recipes for shrimp
spring rolls, sticky rice packets, barbecue pork buns, rich egg
custard tarts, and more.

Summer Fare includes a menu for an Aussie Barbie and
Tropical Barbecue. Of particular relevance to Islanders are the
Beach Party and Boating Fare menus. And keeping those long
winter nights in mind , the Evening Entertaining section
provides ideas for fondue fun, games ‘n’ cards night, and pizza
and video night. (Suggested retail $22.99)

20,000,000 and Growing
As of spring 2003, Edmonton-based and familyrun Company’s Coming has surpassed 20
million cookbooks sold. In an industry where
5,000 books sold is considered a best-seller, sales
of Company’s Coming cookbook titles most
often top 100,000 copies. April 14, 1981, marked
the debut of 150 Delicious Squares, the first
Company’s Coming cookbook in what was
originally planned to be a ten-title series.
The creative force behind this Canadian
sucess story is 75-year-old Jean Pare. She has
released upwards of 90 titles under the
Company’s Coming name, now at the rate of
eight titles per year. ‘As long as people enjoy
good eating, there will always be a demand for quick and easy
recipes using everyday ingredients, which is the foundation of
all Company’s Coming cookbooks,’ explains Pare. ✐
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AUTOMOTIVE
SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS
• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS
CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

TRANSMISSION SPECIAL!
✔Trans inspection
✔Cleanpan ✔adjust bands
only
$
.95
✔Replace pan gasket
reg. $49.95
✔Check modulator
Filter extra if
required
✔Adjust throttle linkage
✔Fill with new trans. fluid

29

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

ISLAND SPRING LTD
YOUR SUSPENSION SPECIALIST
149 OYSTER BAY

LADYSMITH

Jim Mullin

PARTS & SERVICE

1-800-668-4117

Ph: 245-1467 Fax: 245-1468
islandspring@seaside.net

BUSINESS OPP

FOR RENT

HOME, GARDEN & PROPERTY

Galiano, Georgeson Bay. House for
rent, October 1. 2 bedroom plus
self-contained separate suite, large
fenced yard. Close to beach and
parks. 250-539-3678

ARMOUR

ROOFING
A Division of
Flynn Canada

ISLAND EXPLORER
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230
Southern Gulf

FMR Falling Ltd.

House & Cottage Rentals
MAYNE: Spectacular views from
this cozy 2 bedroom home on high
bank oceanfront–$700. PENDER:
Large 4 bedroom, 3 bathroom with
open concept kitchen, living and
dining areas–$750. Private 2bedroom + den/office in quiet
setting–$650. GALIANO: Watch
the ferries and recreational boats
ply Active Pass from this rustic 2
bedroom + loft-$750. List your
long term rental property or
vacation home with us! Licensed
Property Management on the Gulf
Islands since 1994.

D.A. SMITHSON & SONS

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

WELL DRILLERS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca
www.island-explorer.com/pender

• Torch-On
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-877-652-0599
Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca

250-748-6433

539-5252 &
250-478-6937

FOR WILD BIRDS
& GARDENERS
Home & Garden
Accessories
•

Wild Bird & Hummingbird
Feeders
•

Quality Seed and Suet
George Lovick & Calvor Palmateer

1-250-881-7575
566 Johnson St, Victoria
Email:hummgarden@telus.net
Locally owned/operated since 1997

MARINE

Hope Bay Store

WEB SERVICES

North Pender Island

Cafe, retail, office and
professional spaces
to be available.

Tel: 250-642-4899
British Columbia CANADA

Peter Binner 629-9990


Home Business
Websites to Explore.
www.AvenaOriginals.com/wellness
www.LeadingEdge3.com
Email:

residual-income@leadingedge3.com

HEALTH

 Harbour Road
Sidney BC
Fax: 

Call Now
For Your
Haul Out
 &  Ton
TRAVEL LIFTS

Anytime, Anywhere
Covered by Extended
Medical & Social Services

ISLAND
MARINE
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: imarinec@salt spring.com

Toll Free:

1-877-738-4244

www.forestlumber.com

PEST PROBLEMS!
Rodents, birds, moths

www.physio2go.com

Pain Relief

Cedar products crafted in the
classic barrel style
¥ Barrel Saunas ¥ Water Cisterns
Barrel Pools
Wood Fired Hot Tubs

www.islandmarine.ca

Specializing in

FOR SALE
1989 Ford Econoline E250 propanepowered camper van. Stove/oven,
fridge, propane fireplace, 12-disc
CD player, large skylight, pine
tongue and groove panelling
throughout. Open and spacious
design. Good condition. $6000 obo.
Phone Trevor or Gillian, 250-6293380.

Carpenter Ants
CALL BC Certified

‘VERMINATORS’
604-692-0781

BEST BUY!

Special Group Rates for
Gulf Islands Residents

Ph: 250-629-3660
Fax: 250-629-3838
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Pender
school opens new addition
Gillian Allan

P

ender Islands School Principal, David Nickoli, ofﬁcially
opened the school’s 10,000 square foot addition in front
of a large crowd on September 5. Beginning with a
welcoming march by the Pender Pipers and Pender school
kids, the afternoon included speeches, a ribbon cutting and
refreshments. Speeches were given by May McKenzie, School
District #64 Board Chair, Russ Searle, Pender Trustee and Gary
Lunn, local MP.
The ribbon cutting took place below the three new murals
(see picture), painted by Grade 6, 7 and 8’s under the guidance
of local artists from the Pender Islands Artists Society. The three
murals depict school life on the Islands, including the band
made-up of kids from all the Southern Gulf Islands that plays
on the ferry.
Pender Islands School was chosen for a $2 million dollar
expansion because, as May McKenzie noted in her speech,
’Pender is unique because it is the only school [in the district]
projected to have an increase in enrollment over the next few
years.’
The new facilities include a high-tech computer lab set up
for audio-visual editing and animation, a full-size theatre stage,

a foods room, a larger library
and a counselling space. The
Secondary School Centre,
District Learner’s Partnership
Program (for home-schooled
children), and the 6, 7 and 8
class are no longer in
portables and now have their
own rooms.
Although the construction
is almost ﬁnished, the school
still lacks funding for some
needed equipment. Nickoli is
hoping that community
groups that use the facilities
Photo: Gillian Allan
will donate equipment. For May McKenzie, Garry Lunn and Wendy Hiebert cutting the ribbon at Pender School.
example, if a theatre group
uses the stage, they donate monies for a sound system. Also, attract students from other districts for a semester so they can
the new food room is missing funding for some new take advantage of Pender’s specialized programs like video
appliances and the stoves and fridge in the community kitchen editing. Eventually the school might also accept International
need new replacements.
students from places like Mexico, Korea and Taiwan. ✐
With the expanded facilities, Principal Nickoli hopes to

Khalyalobomi: The Place of Angels ~ Robyn Simpson
Patience Mavata is like any other young
woman in the prime of life. She and her
husband, Zimele, have two daughters and live
in a modest apartment in Pinetown, an
industrial town in South Africa. First
impressions, though, are misleading.
Modest and cheerful, Patience exudes a
radiance that is almost overpowering. She
represents a beacon of hope in a region
devastated by a disease that would normally
cause people to give up in despair.
Kwazulu-Natal province in South Africa
carries the highest incidence of HIV infection
in the country. It is here, in the Valley of a
Thousand Hills, that Patience and Zimele,
with the help of some 50 volunteer health
workers, have created an oasis of care in the
midst of the HIV crisis.
‘I realized one day that I just had to go and
do it,’ Patience recalls. ‘In 1998, I gave up my
job, walked out of my old life, and rented a
small room in the Valley. My only thought was
that I wanted to help these people. In a tiny
room, with no income, and no protection, I
learned what it means to be powerless. I
learned what the people here were going
through. Those early months of counselling
people gave me the training and the strength
to create Lobomi.’
This is how the mission of Ikhaya Lobomi
(The Home of Life) was founded. It is a
hospice for people dying of HIV/AIDS.
Formerly a shebeen (beer hall), the ramshackle
building was cleaned out, painted, and
transformed into a place of love, hope and
healing.
Once famous in her community as a singer,
Patience refused offers to become a full-time
professional entertainer. However, choosing to
work with the terminally ill did not happen
without some second thoughts: ‘All that
money and fame was very tempting. But I
knew what I had to do.’ Instead she decided to
train as a nurse at the Addington Hospital,
one of the largest institutions in
KwaZulu/Natal. In 1998 she left the hospital
and established Ikhaya Lobomi.
The hospice consists of a ramshackle
rectangular hall lined with makeshift hospital
beds. It’s immaculately clean, but there are no
expensive pain killers to dull the pain and
suffering. The kitchen is makeshift - a stove, a
second-hand fridge, and a few hastily built
shelves. Food is donated. Unfortunately, there
is no extra money for things such as fruit juice
and magazines, simple pleasures that can
make the process of dying more endurable.
The staff consists of 50 volunteers from the
valley. All unemployed, they walk many
kilometres each day to look after the hospice
residents. It is a job with no pay and no
obvious rewards, except that of providing
service to members of the community.
Aaron is a typical member of staff. An
ebullient, cheerful worker, he is prepared to do
anything that might ease the suffering of the
patients. He works the night shift, an uneasy
time when many patients die. With his
baseball cap, broad smile, jaunty walk, and
stoic acceptance of what is going on around

him, it is hard to believe that he lost his own
wife to the disease earlier this year.
AIDS is still often shrouded in the stigma
of shame in Africa. Many people living with
AIDS in the Valley are kept hidden by their
families. Each day volunteer workers from the
hospice go out into the community to find
those who need help. Many of those rescued
have been raped, abused, and victimized, and
often choose not to go back to their homes
when they regain their strength. They opt to
stay on and help.
Ntombi was an atypical case. Sexually
abused as a child, she later married a man
who eventually threw her out on the street
when he found another wife. By then, she had
a young child. To survive, she became a sexworker. She was rescued by one of the
workers and brought to Lobomi. Here she
found a safety she had never known and
rapidly regained her strength. Almost
overnight, though, she decided she wanted to
die.
It was difﬁcult to pinpoint the trigger that
had caused Ntombi to give up the ﬁght. Her
whole life had been a ceaseless struggle for
survival. But when her own brother sold the
precious drugs she needed to survive and
spent the money on alcohol, she simply laid
back on her bed and refused to move. Within
weeks, she was dead. A beautiful, courageous
woman abandoned at the most critical
moment of her life by those who should have
cared the most.
But even these stories of despair cannot
overshadow the intense energy and love that
resides in Ikhaya. Since September 2001, close
to 100 patients have died at the hospice and a
similar number have passed away at home
while receiving care and support from
Ikhaya’s outreach staff. There is no sense of
horror, no feelings of despair; only the
recognition that those who are dying deserve
dignity and kindness.
Patience and Zimele are determined to
build a hospice large enough to house the
many hundreds of patients on the waiting list,
as well as a boarding school for AIDS orphans.
The British Consulate recently donated funds
for the training of caregivers, medication, and
protective gloves. Other donations are
trickling in. As the only hospice serving a
densely populated area of about 300 square
kilometres, there is much work to be done.
Patience continues to laugh and smile and
offer consolation and care. Aaron remains
cheerful and helpful. The women volunteers
continue the long walk each day to offer help.
For more information on Ikhaya Lobomi,
see: ikhayal.ew.co.za.
Robyn Simpson is a media consultant and freelance
writer based in South Africa. An award-winning
environmental journalist, she now reports on the
HIV/AIDS crisis in her home country.✐

Accommodation & Attractions
Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
BEACHCOMBER MO T E L

“The Brig”

Sunny Vesuvius Bay. Ocean
views, patio, large kitchenettes,
orchard. Walk to restaurant, pub
and beach. Cable TV &
complimentary coffee.
770 Vesuvius Bay Rd, Salt Spring

Waterfront pub in Maple Bay

Live Music Wed Sat & Sun Night

guest wharf • waterfront dining
beer wine and liquor store
 Beaumont Ave Duncan 

250-537-5415

The Haven B&B

VICTORIA
Mount Douglas
Guest House

250-598-7015

Tranquil setting next to
Mount Douglas Park &
ocean. Lovely guestrooms,
European
breakfast,
private sundeck & yard.
Close to downtown. N/S.

In peaceful Victoria,
walk to beach, close to
uvic. Organic breakfasts,
and private bathrooms.
$40-$70

Waterfront
Dining &
Rooftop Lounge
in beautiful
Cowichan Bay

$25/sgle, $35/dble,
queen

250-920-9953

250-475-0337

Canada’s
Friendly
B&Bs

Information &
reservations:

  

www.bbvacation.com

at the

Oceanfront Grand
Resort & Marina
  Cowichan Bay Road

  

At Home In Victoria
Comfortable lodging. Close
to downtown & hospitals.

canadacyberhighway.com

‘Unity Sea To Sea’

Weekdays

Weekends



CAMPGROUND

In the ﬁltered sunlight of
an old forest  min walk
via Mouat Park trails to
Ganges or min drive
Visa Mastercard AmEx

Moped Packages and
hourly/daily rentals
The Island's premiere resort hotel.

 Rainbow Rd

Salt Spring Island

250-537-4346

250-361-9365 www.canoeandkayakcentre.com
575 Pembroke
Victoria, B.C.
1-877-921-9365

TOURS
INSTRUCTION
RENTALS
SALES

VANCOUVER ISLAND
CANOE & KAYAK CENTRE
Visiting Salt Spring Island?
Avoid the ferry lineups and rent a car when you
get here! Call ahead to inquire about our pickup
service for ferry passengers

Marine Drive
Car Rentals
Phone us at  
or on our cell at   
A Upper Ganges Road
wwsalt springcom/rentals

Two Ravens
Gallery

original&
limited edition fine art
hand crafted
home accessories
 Joan Ave
 blocks from the ferry
CROFTON
 

Your
attraction
here!
Call:
250-629-3660

