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Waterborne streakers delight the crowd of well-wishers gathered at the Thatch Pub for the traditional Hornby Labour Day
‘wave off’ to the last ferry load of summer visitors, aboard the MV Kahloke (inset). Another send-off in Saturna Notes , page 5

Have your say on BCHydro’s new directions
Patrick Brown

BCHydro’s 2013, 20-year Integrated Resource
Plan (IRP) appears to back off the expensive
development of new generation by
Independent Power Producers (IPPs), but still
makes provision for electricity for the proposed
natural gas fracking and liquefaction industry
in northern BC.
No longer, however, does the IRP reflect a
self-sufficiency target of the type imposed by
the provincial government during the years of
the Gordon Campbell premiership. No longer
does it include limits on gas-fired generation.
No longer does it require that new power be
purchased from IPPs.
In fact, the new plan appears to reflect a
provincial government policy which gives
BCHydro increased strategic and financial
freedom.
BCHydro needs the freedom, but the utility
continues to be committed to the support of the
LNG industry.
According to BCHydro, realizing its forecast
depends on two things:
• moderating consumer demand through a
successful ‘demand-side management’
conservation program; and
• the construction of a new hydroelectric
dam on the Peace River at Site C, generating
5,100 GWh/yr of energy and 1,100 MW of
dependable capacity by 2024.
The Plan sets out a portfolio of actions to
meet the resulting forecast of provincial power

needs and supply strategies. In total, it
anticipates provincial power needs rising from
58,000 GWh/yr at present to 72,000 GWh/yr
by 2033, while providing for LNG
development and conservation.
The draft plan is now open for public
written comments from September 3 to
October 18. It specifically asks whether you
support these policies.

Power Conservation

The company has set targets of 7,800 gigawatthours in energy savings by 2021, which
translates into 1,400 Megawatts of generation
capacity, from ‘conservation and efficiency
measures’. These would apply to residential,
commercial, and industrial users.
In the ‘short term’, BCHydro intends to
‘investigate’ incentive pricing to encourage new
industrial and commercial customers.

Power Generation

Over the past couple of weeks, BCHydro has
abandoned a number of contracts for future
power with IPPs; these appear to be mainly
projects which would likely not be realized for
engineering, regulatory, or financial reasons.
The remaining IPP contracts are to be
managed to minimize short-term costs to
BCHydro while ensuring the resultant power
availability in the long term, when it may be
needed.
The Site C generation capacity may not be

is at these

BC HYDRO PLANS, please turn to page 2

FIPPA judicial review rejects First Nations claim
In late August, Federal Court of Canada
released its judicial review, Hupacasath First
Nation v. The Minister of Foreign Affairs
Canada and the Attorney General of Canada,
regarding the pending ratification of the
Agreement between the Government of
Canada and the Government of the Peoples
Republic of China for the promotion and
reciprocal protection of investments.
Brenda Sayers, a representative of the
Hupacasath Nation stated, ‘We are not
surprised, though we are deeply disappointed
with the decision, as we firmly believe the
Foreign Investment Promotion and Protection
Agreement (FIPPA) will have a profound
impact on our inherent Indigenous rights and
for all Canadians who cherish the
environmental heritage we leave for our future
generations. We will fully explore all options
available to the Hupacasath Nation. We have
until the end of September to decide if the
decision should be appealed, and we trust the
Government of Canada will not take steps to
ratify the FIPPA during that time, which would
effectively deprive us of our right to appeal. We
wish to thank all of the organizations, First
Nations and individuals who worked,
supported and donated to this great effort.’
Sayer will speak on Salt Spring Island in
September, see ‘What’s On?’ page 7 for details.
The Hupacasath First Nation filed a judicial
review stating the FIPPA was an infringement
on inherent Aboriginal Title and Rights and
due to a total lack of consultation the band

council was compelled to launch a challenge
under Section 35 of the Canadian Constitution.
‘The Union of BC Indian Chiefs refuse to
accept the Government of Canada’s argument
that there is no ‘causal link’ or ‘potential
adverse impacts’ on our constitutionallyenshrined and judicially-recognized Aboriginal
rights and the ratification of FIPPA. The Court
wholeheartedly accepted Canada’s argument.
First Nations leadership across this country
are facing a federal government who stated in
court that they do not need nor ever intend to
ever consult any First Nation regarding any
trade agreement, say the Hupacasath First
Nation.
Grand Chief Stewart Phillip, President of
the Union of BC Indian Chiefs commented,
‘The Court responded that this total lack of
consultation would not contravene the
principle of the honour of the Crown or
Canada’s duty to consult. That is absurd,
unconscionable and incredibly offensive.’
The Hupacasath First Nation was
supported with legal affidavits from Serpent
River First Nation and the Tsawwassen First
Nation along with the Union of BC Indian
Chiefs and the Chiefs of Ontario.
Leadnow.ca, the Council of Canadians,
Avaaz, BC Federation of Labour, BC Teachers
Federation, Canadian Auto Workers,
Communications Energy and Paperworkers
Union, KAIROS and ForestEthics fully
supported the Hupacasath First Nation judicial
review. 0

SERIOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes outside or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall
Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall
Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—VI Conference Centre
Nanaimo—Beaufort Centre
Nanaimo—Crnr Island Hwy @ Hammond Bay Rd
Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza
Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd CO-OP

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall
Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Avenue
Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave
Campbell River—Willow Point Village
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FULL MOON: MONDAY, SEPT 19
ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

AT FULFORD HARBOUR
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THU
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17
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Time
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0840
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2019

Ht./ft.
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5.9
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3.6
9.8
6.6
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3.3
9.8
7.2
9.8

3.3
9.8
7.9
9.5

3.6
9.8
8.2
9.2
3.6
9.8
8.5
8.9

2.9
1.3
3.2
1.4

3.0
1.8
3.1

1.1
3.0
2.0
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1.0
3.0
2.2
3.0

1.0
3.0
2.4
2.9

1.1
3.0
2.5
2.8

1.1
3.0
2.6
2.7

Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
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www.islandmarine.ca

On Time & On Budget

AT POINT ATKINSON

Day

11
WE

12
THU
13
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14
SA
15
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16
MO
17
TU
18
WE

Time

0316
1019
1526
2051
0413
1140
1641
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0625
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2037
0137
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Ht./ft.
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4.3
13.1
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4.3
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4.3
13.5
10.8
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3.9
13.8
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3.9
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9.8
12.8
3.9
14.4
8.9
13.1
4.3
14.8
7.5
13.5
4.6
14.8
6.6

Ht./m.

1.3
4.0
3.1
4.2
1.3
4.0
3.3
4.0
1.3
4.1
3.3
3.9
1.2
4.2
3.2
3.9
1.2
4.3
3.0
3.9
1.2
4.4
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4.0
1.3
4.5
2.3
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1.4
4.5
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Day
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22
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THU

+

Time

0447
1101
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0541
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0726
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0221
0922
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2033
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1716
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14.1
6.2
14.8

4.3
1.9
4.5

13.8
5.2
14.8
5.6

4.9
14.1
7.2
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4.6
13.8
8.2
14.1

4.6
13.8
9.2
13.5

4.6
13.5
9.8
13.1

4.9
13.5
10.5
12.5

5.2
13.5
10.8
11.8

=

4.2
1.6
4.5
1.7

1.5
4.3
2.2
4.4

1.4
4.2
2.5
4.3

1.4
4.2
2.8
4.1

1.4
4.1
3.0
4.0

1.5
4.1
3.2
3.8

1.6
4.1
3.3
3.6

Photo: Ron Watts

Salt Spring’s well-loved Apple Festival will be back at the end of September. After last year’s cancellation due to tent caterpillar
damage, tree yields are coming back, see ‘What’s On?’ page 7 for details.

BC HYDRO PLANS from page 1

available until 2024. A gap in peak capacity over the next few
years may result. BCHydro intends to fill this gap through the
purchase of power on the open market. The Plan also clearly
indicates BCHydro’s intent to claim hydroelectric power from
the Columbia River Treaty, which is coming up for renewal.
To meet power needs reliably on the north coast BCHydro
is considering natural gas-fired generation. This will back up
supply from reinforcement of the Prince George—Terrace
transmission line. In this area, BCHydro is keeping all options
open.
The plan also recommends further development of the
Revelstoke Generating Station and the GM Shrum Generating
Station in order to make power available for future contingency
needs. BCHydro asserts that having this power generated by
facilities that it owns, rather than having to contract for it when
needed, would be a more prudent course of action in the longer
term.

Previous Public Comment

BCHydro has published an extensive summary of the results of
previous rounds of public, stakeholder, and First Nations. Some
significant findings:
• if time-of-use rates were to be adopted, transparency in the
BCHydro and government decision process would be
paramount;
• the public is split almost evenly on the construction of
Site–C, other options in both conservation and generation must
be given maximum consideration;
• a significant minority of participants questioned the
strategy of buying power on the open market to fill any shortterm capacity gap;
• public caution was expressed about planning for demand
for future LNG plants, in case they did not materialize;
• First Nations favoured conservation, investing in BC
generation facilities, purchasing power from BC IPPs and
making it easier for First Nations to participate in this industry,
and preparing for potentially greater demand;
• BCHydro had not provided sufficient opportunity for
consultation and feedback. First Nations in particular criticized
it as a top-down approach, and had difficulty dealing with the
volume of material; and
• BCHydro’s Technical Advisory Committee expressed
concern that ratepayers should not be subsidizing costs for

Public Comment Via Your Computer

BCHydro has provided an internet-based comment system
which asks, on six screens, questions on the following subjects
(not the exact wording):
• Do you agree with BCHydro’s plans to support the
projected LNG industry?
• Do you agree with maintaining, or possibly increasing, BC
BCHydro’s Demand Side Management (conservation)
programs for residential, commercial, and industrial
customers?
• Do you agree with building the Site C dam on the Peace
River?
• Do you agree with BCHydro’s plans to manage its current
portfolio of Energy Purchase Agreements to maintain low
customer rates?
• Do you support BCHydro’s contingency plans to provide
for unexpected demand?
Each screen provides room for your comments on the
question and the reasons that back up your answer. The final
screen provides room for further comments on any and all
aspects of the IRP.
To access this, go to the BCHydro website and click on the
‘On-line IRP Comment Form’ under ‘IRP Consultation
Summer/Fall 2013’.
A toll free number 1-888-747-4832 has been provided for
questions about the IRP or the comment system. The comment
period extends to October 18. BCHydro says it will review
written comments it receives during the comment period and
those comments will ‘help inform’ the final IRP that will be
submitted for government’s approval by November 15.
(Reading the extensive summary of the previous round of
consultation should provide some assurance that your
comments will be taken seriously.) 0

Truth & Reconciliation - Mike Harcourt
and

Year-round gardening starts here… all you need is a greenhouse!
Halls English Greenhouses are known for high quailty & affordability.
Five models, 6 or 8ft wide, 4 to14ft long. Easy to assemble kits.
See our website for details.

Russell Nursery, Island Agent for Halls Greenhouses
1370 Wain Road, North Saanich, BC (first exit off ferry)
250-656-0384 www.russellnursery.com/greenhouses

www.islandtides.com

infrastructure to serve LNG plants, and a new strategy is
required to protect against ‘any potentially undesirable
consequences’ of major LNG development.
BCHydro has published a most extensive summary of
comments made in 2011 and 2012. It is too comprehensive to
be summarized here; it can be found in Section 7 of the Draft
IRP, available on the website.

Why am I engaged in the Pender First Nations
Reconciliation Initiative? The truth and
reconciliation process underway in Canada and
particularly in BC will help lead aboriginal and
non-aboriginal people towards a new
relationship. In BC the new relationship is
grounded in many initiatives from the B.C.
Treaty process, economic development and
mutual cooperation around forestry, mining,
gas, real estate development, and tourism.
Aboriginal health, education, child welfare and
social service bodies are being established.
As BC’s First Nations move out from under
the Indian Act, and change from welfare
predominated reserves and band councils,

towards economic self-sufficiency and selfgovernment it is important for British
Columbians to put the terrible mistreatment of
our First Nations people behind us, we must
move on through the truth and reconciliation
process now underway to a 21st Century new
relationship based on trust, mutual respect and
partnership.
We’ll create together, a
sustainable BC with a prosperous economy,
healthy environment, social justice and a
culture that encourages creativity and
innovations.
Mike Harcourt, former premier of BC, has
been a part-time resident of Pender Island
since 1974. 0
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The Trans Mountain pipeline: daring then — risky now? - Patrick Brown
The 1150 km Trans Mountain pipeline was built in 1953 to
transport crude oil and refined products from Edmonton to the
west coast. At the time, it was a daring feat of engineering and
construction over the most difficult terrain.
Sixty years later, it is still the only oil pipeline to cross the
Rockies north of Las Vegas, Nevada. Mostly 24-inch pipe, it
currently has a rated capacity of approximately 300,000 barrels
per day.
The risk now is that it will fail in a critical location, spilling
diluted bitumen into the Fraser River.
But increasing the risk, Kinder Morgan, owner of the
pipeline since 2005, plans to build a new pipeline, paralleling
the existing one as far as possible. This aims to satisfy new
demand for shipping diluted bitumen (dilbit) from Alberta’s tar
sands to tidewater at Vancouver, where it would be loaded onto
tankers for shipment to California and Asia.
The total capacity of the twinned pipelines is estimated at
890,000 b/d. The new pipeline is expected to be in service in
late 2015, but the company has yet to apply to the National
Energy Board for a permit to construct and operate the line.
Kinder Morgan has indicated that, when the new line is
completed, it will be used for dilbit and the old line for other
products. However, in the meantime, the existing line is used
one third of the time for dilbit, thicker and heavier than the
historic product mix of gasoline, jet fuel, diesel, and light crude,
and requiring higher pumping pressures.
This situation will continue for three years or more.
Meanwhile, any new pipeline leaks in the Coquihalla Canyon
pose a direct threat to Fraser River salmon.

KInder Morgan Says…

‘

The ‘Jump Off’

Photographs below illustrate numerous current repair
operations on the existing sixty-year-old pipeline in an area
where the pipeline drops suddenly from the elevation of the
interior plateau of British Columbia, the highest point on any
pipeline in Canada (the Coquihalla Summit) at 3,760 feet, to the
head of the Fraser Valley at Hope, elevation 210 feet.
This drop occurs in some 30 miles of pipeline, with much of
it taking place at a location known as the ‘jump off’, where the
pipeline literally goes over a cliff and plunges from the summit
into Coquihalla Canyon, down a grade so steep that, in 1953, it
could only be prepared by tractors anchored to the top by cables
(see photograph below). The Kettle Valley Railway line, which
ran along the bottom of the same canyon, was abandoned a few
years later, as its operation was defeated by up to 50ft of winter
snows and frequent avalanches.
Kinder Morgan’s work in the area focuses on the original
pipeline, which experiences small leaks and increasing
corrosion. The ‘jump off’ is an area of particular concern, where
the additional hydraulic pressure resulting from the weight of
product in the steep part of the pipeline may be sufficient to
propel its contents all the way to Burnaby.
Pressure is constantly monitored. This section between
Kingsvale and Hope, holding some 100,000 barrels of oil, can
only be shut off remotely by VHF radio-controlled valves at
Kingsvale, above the ‘jump off’, and Hope, where the Coquihalla
joins the Fraser River. Other valves in the area are manual (see
photo). Snowfall makes much of this part of the line inaccessible
in winter.

Public Concern

A significant spill in this area would, of course, threaten the
Fraser River salmon runs. This is a critical concern.
Given the terrain, questions have been raised as to the
wisdom of adding a second, even larger pipeline down this
route. In fact, it becomes apparent why there are no other oil
pipelines, across the Rockies and the coastal mountains.
Small groups have made the effort to hike into the area and
have expressed concern about the existing line (with numerous
repair sites) and the potential for an even larger spill from an
additional line.
An August 17 gathering of concerned individuals included
David Ellis, who has spent much time observing the pipeline,
First Nations representatives Chief Art Adolph, Chair, Lilloet
Tribal Council; Chief Archie Patrick, Stellat’en First Nation,
David Luggi, Guy Dunstan, Eddie Gardner (Founding Member
WaterWealth Project), Roy Sakata (former Commercial Salmon
Fisherman), Susan Davidson, Michael Hale (PIPE UP network),
and Stan Proboszcz (Watershed Watch). This group walked two
miles into a recent spill site at the top of the ‘jump off’, where an
estimated 520 cubic metres of oil-soaked soil has been trucked
away. Later, another group traveled up from Hope to a site
below the 'jump off', where soil had also been removed.
(See article, ‘Dreaming Pipeline Leaks, Dodging Grizzlies’
Island Tides, August 1, 2013, also single article reprint
Oil+Gas+Coal archive, www.islandtides.com.)
Watch http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=85_xCkXN3Jc
for an overview of the building of TransMountain. 0

‘

As long as pipelines are properly

maintained,

indefinite.’

their

lifespan

is

(There’s a considerable amount of
maintenance and necessary repair
taking place on the aged pipeline.)

We conduct regular aerial and ground

patrols of the pipeline to look for any

irregularities or unauthorized activities
along the pipeline corridor. Permits are

issued for any ground disturbance
activities near the pipeline.’

(Clockwise from above: the ‘jump-off’
into the Coquihalla Canyon in 1953
during construction. Looking up from
the bottom and looking down from the
top, now.)

‘

The pipeline has protective coatings and
cathodic protection system to prevent rust and
corrosion.’
(The cathodic protection system may not be
completely operational.)

‘

If necessary, Trans Mountain can shut the system down remotely
using automated valves to stop the flow of product and isolate
sections of the pipeline for investigation.’
(Not all valves are automated; this one is in the Coquihalla Canyon.)
Photos: David Ellis

Whoops!

Pender Concert Series gave Jean Bradley an incorrect street
number in their subscription flyer in the last Island Tides.
Jean’s address is 4306 Bedwell Harbour Road.
In the August 15 edition, Hornby’s Judith Lawrence is not
a Joan, sorry. Also so sorry for spelling Sheila Malcolmson’s
name wrong a few times!

Did you appreciate this edition? Please call
in your voluntary $30 subscription today:

250.216.9961
Double your sub to $60 & get an
Island Tides T-shirt!
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Readers’ Letters
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Independent
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Saying ‘Yes, Save the Salish Sea’

Growing up, the beaches of Salt Spring were both playground
and learning ground, inspiring an ongoing fascination with the
wonders of marine life. I have kayaked across Trincomali
Channel amongst porpoises, and watched grey whales feeding,
off Galiano. Recently, I headed out at a zero tide to find the
immense clam garden in Fulford Harbour, constructed ages ago
by First Nations to enhance and cultivate clam habitat.
Nowadays, I am a Coastal Campaigner with Sierra Club BC.
Each time I visit the Gulf Islands, I feel like I’m coming home.
So the more I learn about Kinder Morgan’s plans to build a new
pipeline from the Alberta tar sands and ship diluted bitumen in
over 400 oil tankers a year through these waters, the more
frightened I am about what a devastating spill would do to
island communities and the ecosystems we all depend on.
Not to mention the spill of climate-changing greenhouse
gases into our atmosphere, when the tar sands oil reaches its
destination and is burned. The science is clear: if we want any
hope of limiting global warming to 2ºC we simply can’t afford
to build any new fossil fuel-dependent infrastructure. That
means no new pipelines.
As coastal British Columbians, we understand that our
economies and well-being are tied to the health of the ocean that
surrounds us. And yet when we look around, we see a provincial
government whose own staff have raised the alarm about
inadequate spill response capability, a federal government that
has cut emergency response programs and closed BC’s oil spill
response centre, and a pipeline company run by former Enron
executives. It doesn’t inspire confidence.
We know that oil spills happen and clean-up is near
impossible. We know that climate change is game on, with
impacts already felt in BC and around the world. And we know
that there are alternatives.
When we say ‘no’ to
tankers we are saying ‘yes’ to
a future with jobs in fishing
and tourism, where dinner
can still be pulled from the
ocean. ‘Yes’ to more than
200,000 jobs in the Lower
Mainland, and all the jobs on
the Gulf Islands, that would
be put at risk by the Kinder
Morgan pipeline for only 35
permanent positions. ‘Yes’ to
renewable energy, energy
efficiency, and sustainable
transportation options that
can provide as many as 34
times more jobs than
pipelines.
When we say ‘no’ to
tankers we are saying ‘yes’ to
a future where people and the
planet come before profit and
those of us who live here have
a say in what happens here.
We face a choice. Sit quietly
or speak up now for our home Beach baby bliss
and our future.
This month, join Sierra Club BC, Georgia Straight Alliance
and the Wilderness Committee on Salt Spring for a Kinder
Morgan townhall discussion,
Caitlyn Vernon, Victoria August 20, 2013
(To learn more and find out how you can get involved, see
What’s On?, page 7 for details.)

Reconciliation Initiative

Dear Editor:
While I live in the United States, I am a part-time resident of
ten years on the Pender Islands. I also am Canadian and very
proud of it. From my perspective of extensive involvement in

WELL WATER
IS YOUR

SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

international restorative and distributive justice, I am
particularly proud of the Penders’ current First Nations
Reconciliation Initiative.
So far as I am aware, it is the first local response to the
challenges faced by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
in addressing the violations of basic human rights that remain
a stain on the development of this nation.
As such, it was envisioned as a model for communities across
the country to address these abuses and to rectify the record by
restoring First Nations to the rights of basic citizenry by
acknowledging our shared history. This is not political in the
usual sense: it is a moral obligation. Importantly, it is a reflection
of Canada’s obligations under international human rights and
to the basic message in Article One of the 1948 Universal
Declaration of Human Rights that ‘All human beings are born
free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with
reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a
spirit of brotherhood.’
Surely, this message resonates with all Canadians, a nation
known worldwide for its multicultural commitment and
tolerance. Nor does it have a religious connotation except to
acknowledge two important dimensions of the wrongs
committed on First Nations’ people—that organized religious
bodies were involved in the establishment and running of the
Indian residential schools and secondly, that First Nations have
a history of beliefs that were different from the Judeo-Christian
settlers of this land. White settlers attempted to stamp out these
beliefs in the natural world and their embodiment in the
animals seen in First Nations art. Indeed, some have even raised
the question of whether these actions along with the forced
removal of young children constituted a form of genocide as
defined by the Genocide Convention to which Canada is a party.
What is important here is that we as a nation must
acknowledge
how
some
Canadians marginalized and
labeled the original people of our
lands by labeling them as ‘the
other’ and attempting to destroy
the fabric of their traditions and
communities. This is a moral
obligation and remains a test of
the fabric our land; it is a test of
our commitment to justice and
democracy.
As
George
Santayana, the philosopher,
famously remarked, ‘Those who
cannot remember the past are
condemned to repeat it.’
I have worked in many
countries after deadly conflict:
Bosnia and the other countries of
former Yugoslavia, Rwanda,
Indonesia, Sri Lanka, South
Africa, Kosovo, Uganda, Ghana,
and others. I have seen first-hand
the results of ethnic cleansing
and genocide. I have seen what
Photo: Debra Probert happens when a country
marginalizes and excludes those
who are a minority and I have
seen what happens when history is unacknowledged or
distorted to become myths that sustain injustice. It is only when
citizens stand up to these distortions, reject the role of passive
bystanders, and become active participants in changing
attitudes, that basic human rights are achieved.
Seventy people attended the third Reconciliation Initiative
event. The first had forty, and the second fifty participants. This
process of educating ourselves and our community in the
history of First Nations in the Salish Sea and indeed, in our great
country, raises awareness and promotes understanding and
compassion while acknowledging the role of non-Aboriginals
in creating the conditions under which our fellow Canadians of
First Nations origin live.
I am proud to be associated with fellow islanders who agree
to take responsibility to rectify past wrongs and to recognize the
cry of those who suffered in the Holocaust. ‘Never Again,’
applies to us in the here and now in Canada.
Harvey M Weinstein, California 0

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…

We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.
Open daily 9am to 6pm
Sunday 9:30am to 5pm

250.539.2936

SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND
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Provincial Wildfire Training Centre opens

L

Photo: Joe Benge

Saturna Notes - Priscilla Ewbank
abour Day Weekend-the last long
weekend of this summer is now on the
memory side of experience. Not just a
date on the calendar anymore, it’s been lived in
whichever way we all chose. Summer is so
easily a time of richness and sheer enjoyment
and Labour Day Weekend signals the end of
kids tootling about outside and in, footloose
and fancy-free spending weeks with grandma
and grandpa or with their parents staying at
B&Bs or in the family cabin.
The Labour Day afternoon boat lineup,
snaking uphill, gives waiting passengers (and
ferry staff) a minute-by-minute scan of how
much longer they can lounge around and
extend their vacation and visiting time before
the ramp clanks down, the arriving cars

disgorge and they truly are driving onto the
car-deck—leaving. Here comes the Mayne
Queen chugging steadily all the way down
Navy Channel the sun in the west shining off
the gorgeous blue Salish Sea, island upon
island in the distance. Just like all the pictures
in the brochures written by all the island tourist
associations and Parks Canada, our islands are
heart-lifting to visitors and home-town to yearround residents.
Towering icecream cones, shorts and
sandals, some walking hand-in-hand, leaning
on cars talking, happy people going home after
their island adventure. Ferry staff taking
money, offering advice, we Islanders watch the

Planning Ltd and constructed by Mierau
Contractors Ltd.
The Provincial Wildfire Training Centre will
deliver top-notch training programs for the
entire province, allowing firefighter recruits
and seasoned veterans to learn new firefighting
techniques or fine-tune existing skills.

Government Quick Facts

• The Merritt Fire Zone is one of seven fire
zones that make up the Kamloops Fire Centre.
It responds to an average of 92 wildfires
annually (with a season-high total of 161 fires
in 2009).
• The Merritt Fire Zone is home to five fulltime staff and 53 seasonal staff, including fire
officers, four three-person initial attack crews
and two 20-person sustained action unit crews.
• A 20-person sustained action unit crew,
based in Princeton, also reports to the Merritt
Fire Zone office.
• On average, the Wildfire Management
Branch deals with more than 2,000 wildfires
in British Columbia each year.
• About 92% of all wildfires in BC are
contained at less than four hectares. 0

BULLETIN BOARD
HAVE BOAT • WILL TRAVEL

Deer bliss

The new $4.74-million Provincial Wildfire
Training Centre and Merritt Fire Zone office
opened on Sept 5.
Construction crews broke ground on the
project in October 2012, and the building was
completed at the end of August 2013. It houses
an expanded Merritt Fire Zone office and the
Provincial Wildfire Training Centre. It will also
be used as a strategic operations base for outof-province firefighters during busy wildfire
seasons.
The new facility, with a floor area of 1,332
square metres, provides space for up to 58 staff,
storage areas for firefighting equipment and
three classrooms to support field training. The
facility will enhance wildfire monitoring and
response capabilities in the Merritt Fire Zone—
one of the busiest fire suppression regions in
British Columbia.
The provincial government leases the 2.176hectare site for the centre from the City of
Merritt near the airport. The government has
an option to renew the 25-year lease for
another 25 years. The building was designed
by Kasian Architecture Interior Design and

SATURNA, please turn to page 6

Besley

Design & Build

Foundations & Framing
Siding & Roofing
Finishing
Decks & Fences
Renovations & Additions
Timberworks & Arbors
25 years experience
Licensed & Insured
Call Ron for free estimate

250-474-7325

Metal & Torch-On

20+ Years Experience
BBB, Licensed, Insured, WCB,
Visa M/C • Excellent references

www.soarecontracting.com

rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885
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An Island Family Business for
47 Years!
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www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599
- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

information@hy-geo.com

www.hy-geo.com

Car Rentals

Near Sidney, Saanich,
Victoria, Ferries & Airport
Seniors’ Specials
Long & Short Term
Mention ad for discount!

1.800.809.0788
gsaautorentals.com

Dave’s Drilling
& Blasting
Dave
250-537-7481
Callum 250-538-8640
“We don’t stand
behind our work,
we stand behind a tree.”

WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

MINI-ADS
B&W: $24.50/in+gst COLOUR: $32/in+gst
DISCOUNTS On prepaid multi-edition series
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CALL OR EMAIL 250.216.9961
islandtides@islandtides.com

On Time & On Budget

• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings

• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker

250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

MOORINGS

INSTALLED, SERVICED,
MAINTAINED
Dock Chain Inspection
& Replacement

Chris West
Dive Services

250-888-7199/250-538-1667

cdwest@telus.net

www.islandtides.com

SATURNA from page 5

cars full of families and visitors going home to school and work
with kayaks and bikes adhering to roofs and tailgates, bursting
backseats with a dog panting in a small corner. We wave, there
they go down the steep hill, onto the deck, and the boat departs
almost to the minute on-schedule. We look at each other and
smile—back to our businesses, jobs, school, governance, home
life. Actually seeing the back of the fridge for the next nine
months, mostly in the quiet company of ourselves!

Labour Day Weekend

Saturna was going full bore for the long weekend and luckily
sunshiny days presented themselves for the many activities
offered to visitors and Islanders.
Friday night, as she has all summer, Athena George, our
Parks Canada interpreter offered her East Point Evening Talks.

FOR SALE
In Belize
510ft seafront
w/acreage
U.S.$88,500

• Overlooking Cayes on
secluded bay w/ beach

• Access by boat only
• Mostly low level
tropical jungle
• Southern Toledo District
3.7 mi. to Punta Gorda

9100 East Saanich Rd
North Saanich

www.roostfarmcentre.com

Call Wendy:
1-226-499 0392 or

cwmconsulting77@gmail.com

Hansard: June 6th, 2013
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provincial government of British Columbia said no to the
Enbridge project. It said that Enbridge had completely
failed to demonstrate any evidence that it knew how to
clean up a spill or even knew what would happen with
the bitumen and diluent.
Will the Prime Minister confirm that under no
circumstances will the federal government become the
aggressive and hostile government that approves a
project as long British Columbians say no?
Right Hon. Stephen Harper (Prime Minister, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, the project in question, of course, is
subject to a joint review panel process. Obviously, we
believe in the rule of law and in adjudicating these things
based on scientific and policy concerns. The government
will obviously withhold its decision on the matter until
we see the results of the panel and its work.

To the contrary, I asked very directly in the House if the Prime
Minister planned to push the Enbridge project through:
Ms. Elizabeth May (Saanich—Gulf Islands, GP):
Mr. Speaker, in 2001, the Prime Minister wrote a
famous letter to the former premier of Alberta in which
he urged him to act “to limit the extent to which an
aggressive and hostile federal government can encroach
upon legitimate provincial jurisdiction”. Six days ago, the

Many may conclude it was only prudent of the federal
government to spend over $100 million on ‘world class’ work
in support of a project which is subject to a review process not
yet completed. On the other hand, I think Stephen Harper’s
claim that (as he said twice) “obviously” he will wait for the
panel recommendation before deciding about Enbridge is
undermined by this spending. When one follows the money, it
all leads to supporting Enbridge. 0

People walk out to the very tip of East Point where it thrusts out
into the clamour of tides colliding with Boiling Reef Islet and
Tumbo Island and the last westering sun blazing down Tumbo
Channel. Starting with two silent minutes, the 50 or so guests
listened and watched and felt by themselves this bursting-withlife intersection of land and sea.
This year the eight summer talks have focused on island life
as shared by various islanders, interspersed with music played
by musicians, jokes read by children, and marine and sealife
tidbits gleaned from current ongoing studies occurring in our
local waters shared by Athena. All accompanied by the sounds
of the tides, the setting sun and myriad sounds and flights of
terrestial and marine animals as they make the change from
living in the light of the day to the dark of the night.
This week Athena showcased the Group of Thirty who
bought a section of land collectively in the 1970s on the north
side of the Island. Still going strong with 30 members, five of
the founding members shared their hopes and dreams of living
an urban and rural lifestyle and eventually create a transition
from busy professional lives to their shared dream of affordable
housing and life in an Island paradise. Recent history. The
music this week was provided by Salt Spring Islander, by way
of Fort Simpson, young, topnotch fiddler, Wesley Hardisty.

Coming from Fort Simpson in the Northwest Territories,
Wesley heard his cousin Elisa playing at a fiddle camp when he
was 13—that experience changed his life. With support from
his hometown friends and family Wesley attended highschool
on Salt Spring, enrolling in Gulf Islands School for the

Saturday morning was the fun and energy of the Recycling
Centre open to all to bring and take home recyclables, across
the street, the General Store and Café going full bore as people
stock-up for all sorts of adventures and the last outdoor
Saturday Market, offering fresh cooked sausages, used books,
ice cream cones, Cam on guitar, one-of-a-kind island creations
and fresh veggies from island gardens!
Saturday night the Rec Centre held a well-attended Sock
Hop. Burgers, mac and cheese, and rice crispy squares were
offered to the rock and rollers, twisters and jivers at prices Bob
Dylan and Bob Marley, Archie and Betty, would have approved!
The dance is always enthusiastically attended by young and old.
Oldie fun-for-everyone music gets played first and later more
wild offerings spin out onto the dance floor! The three-yearold+ crowd seems to be indefatigable and oblivious to what
musical era they gyrate.

Performing Arts. Wesley credits his many teachers and the
wonderfully demanding and creative environment for
nurturing him and allowing him to do and be all that he could
in his years of attendance. Having been graduated and out for
a year, he is about to hit the teaching/playing/performing road
with Victoria fiddler Calvin Cairns (String Band, Balkan Jam
Band, The Bills).
There is a great tradition of fiddling and live music stretching
from here to the NWT and Wesley has some fine mentors, a few
familiar to us on the Islands. It was a treat to be in on the start
of a great career.

Saturday Morning At The Crossroads

Islands’ Fiddler
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bitumen, to enhance understanding of these substances and
how they behave when spilled in the marine environment.’ In
fact, the only substance they are studying is dilbit in the research
programme called the Northern Gateway project – no ‘such as’
about it. The research is essentially a disguised subsidy to
Enbridge which was supposed to have done this work and
presented it to the Joint Review Panel. The key reason that the
BC government submitted its objections to the project in the
hearings was the failure of Enbridge to provide any evidence of
the environmental fate and persistence of dilbit, either in a
pipeline (terrestrial) or tanker (marine) spills.
Oliver managed to get a good chunk of media to accept that
we were scandalized by something that was well-known.
Nothing in the Vancouver event this spring suggested to those
of us paying the most attention that the federal government was
trying to fill the gaps in Enbridge’s evidence.
Nor was there anything in the announcement to suggest
infrastructure investments in better weather forecasting for
tanker traffic routes in and out of Kitimat.
We have placed the key documents on the Green Party of
Canada website. I hope that people will go to the original
documents and decide for themselves if this was something we
all knew.

Galiano

he very idea that the federal government, having slashed
scientific research into climate change, freshwater
science, ozone depletion and contamination of marine
mammals (to provide an incomplete list) would be running a
gold-plated research project called “the Northern Gateway
project” is a stunner. The fact that $78 million is to be spent in
2013-14 on research as to how bitumen mixed with diluent will
disperse in the marine environment, as well as better weather
forecasting along proposed tanker routes in and out of Kitimat,
with $42 million set for next year was shocking. The documents
leaked from sources inside the federal government included
numbers never made public.
I suppose I should not have been surprised that the response
from Natural Resources Minister Joe Oliver was to say that
somehow Dr Andrew Weaver, Green MLA from Oak
Bay–Gordon Head and I had simply missed a public
announcement of the funding.
It is marginally better than denying that what we revealed
to the press was true. Instead, Oliver said we had not done our
homework. He claimed this was all in the public domain,
announced on March 18, 2013. I remember that press
conference vividly. Natural Resources minister Joe Oliver and
then Transport Minister Denis Lebel stood against the
background of the Vancouver waterfront to announce their
‘World-Class Tanker Safety System.’ I actually watched their
whole press conference on CPAC and had gone through the
Natural Resources website to correct errors. It was bizarre to
hear Joe Oliver claim that we had simply missed that the federal
government was spending over $100 million on something
called ‘the Northern Gateway project.’
I went back and reviewed that file. True, the press release
said that ‘The government will conduct scientific research on
non-conventional petroleum products, such as diluted

Island

Pender

T

Doing Enbridge’s homework - Elizabeth May

Gabriola
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Sunday night, fiddler Wesley Hardisty played a concert at the
Saturna Community Hall that was full to bursting with live
music lovers. The Hall is a worthy venue with its great acoustics.
The Wild Thyme bus coffeeshop gave away homemade pie at
the intermission. Wesley accompanied by his sister Marie on
fiddle, and brother Brendan on percussion for some numbers,
played many of his own creations and traditional fiddle tunes
and also a piano piece. Warm and generous with his great
musical talent, and love of life, the concert was an experience to
savour. Interspersed with his very entertaining music—
traditional and self-inspired—were his stories of his life,
grounded in gratitude, joy and connectedness. His great talent
is matched by his generous and warm nature.

WESLEY HARDISTY

Dog Show

Sunday was the Saturna Lions Annual Dog Show and Dogs
featuring all-island mutts, and gourmet hotdogs. This year it
was truly a dog and pony show, as someone in the look-a-like
contest attempted to foist off an adorable pony as his dog’s look
alike A handsome bribe to the bribe jar earned the pair an
Honorable Mention. The show is open to one and all, even a
prize for the dog who has won no ribbon so far is given out.
Judges are transparently open to ‘bribes’ from all sources for all
reasons. Available on the judge’s stand is a glass jar with a lid
which barks when you open, should you care to put in a bribe—
err—donation to the Lions Club! Lots of volunteer time and
effort go into making this fun afternoon. Jody Bavis receives
high accolades for scouting up the prizes handed out with happy
abandon. Pretty silly and fun afternoon for the 28 or so dogs
that entered and their owners and drag-alongs! Out of the top
three dogs, Eva Hage and Paul Brent’s dog won best of show by
applause—those present judging Baloo an agreeable, obedient
example of a great Saturna dog for this year! 0

What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Single-venue (50 words): $33.60, $39.90 w image • Multivenue (70 words): $44.10, $50.40 w image
Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard, please

Fri, Sat & Sun, September 13, 14, & 15

Penders’ First Nations Reconciliation Initiative
Grand Weekend—FRIDAY: ‘Rights in a History of Wrongs,’
keynote speaker: Bob Watts - Professor Queen’s University;
former Executive Director of Canada’s Truth and Reconciliation
Commission; CEO of the Assembly of First Nations; Member of
the Six Nations Reserve, 7pm, Community Hall; SATURDAY: First
Nations Elder History Telling and Guided Walk, 2pm, Meet at first
circular driveway, Poets Cove; SUNDAY: Multi-Faith Reconciliation
Service, Circle Dialogue and Refreshments, 10am, Anglican
Church Hall • PENDER

Sunday, Sept 15 till Monday, Oct 14

Colin Gatward ‘Northern Exposure"—limited
edition photographs of northern travels,
including glaciers, bears, and totems, ‘I am a
purist and do not alter any of my images,’
artist's reception: Sat, Sept 21, 1pm • Talisman
Books & Gallery • www.talismanbooks.ca •
PENDER

Sunday, September 15

13th Annual Terry Fox Run, Walk, or Stroll—come out and
celebrate Terry’s legacy! •Start at Miner’s Bay Park• Registration
10:30am, Run 12noon • Everyone welcome • Info: 250-539-2399
• MAYNE

Wednesday, September 18

STOP the China-Canada FIPPA—with MP
Elizabeth May, Leadnow’s Brenda Sayers • All
Saints Anglican Church • Potluck 5 pm,
discussion 6:30–8pm • Info: 250-537-5251,
janslakov@shaw.ca, or Judi: 537-5599 • SALT
SPRING

Saturday, Sept 21 to Sunday, Sept 29

Great Canadian Shoreline Fall Cleanup—mobilizing tens of
thousands of volunteers to clean local shorelines of harmful litter,
which negatively impact wildlife and communities • Inquire in your
community, or do-it-yourself • www.shorelinecleanup.ca • ON All
OUR SHORELINES

Wednesday, September 25

Kinder Morgan Town Hall: Save the Salish Sea!—Enbridge isn’t
the only threat to BC waters, join us to find out how you can help
stop tankers and protect this precious coast • Fulford Hall •
7:30pm • Everyone Welcome • Info: Caitlyn Vernon, Sierra Club
BC, 250-386-5255 ext 222, caitlyn@sierraclub.bc.ca,
sierraclub.bc.ca/events • SALT SPRING

Thursday, September 26

RetroSpectacle—a social documentary
about life on Salt Spring Island depicting the
good, the bad, the reality—island faces,
voices, issues, with the legendary sounds of
Sunyata, one-time screening —mark your calendar! ● Fritz
Cinema • 7pm • $5 ● Info: zingzongzow@gmail.com • SALT
SPRING

Sunday, Sept 29

14th Annual Salt Spring Island Apple Festival—
visit Apple Heaven, growing over 350 varieties of
apples organically: exhibits; farm tours; eat apple
pies; meet Maggie and Captain Apple, and Henry
Ruckle; apple tasting, history, identification, and apple art; how to
grow apples; bee experts on hand • Fulford Hall plus many farms
• 9am–5pm • Tickets: $10, students $5, Under-12 free, buy only
on festival day at Fulford hall and outside the Ganges Tourist Info
Centre • Info: www.saltspringmarket.com/apples • SALT SPRING

Saturday, Sept 21 to Monday Sept 30

Pacifc Rim’s 2nd Annual Cultural
Heritage Festival—featuring Nuu -chahnulth First Nation culture: spend an
afternoon with a master carver, purchase
First Nation artwork, learn to weave cedar
bark, tour local heritage sites, enjoy film
screenings, dance to live music • Various
venues between Ucluelet and Tofino • Predominately free events •
Info: www.pacificrimarts.ca • UCLELET, TOFINO, LONG BEACH

islandtides@islandtides.com
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~ Rainwater Harvesting
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Norway and Oil: Part 3 by Sheila Malcolmson, Chair of Islands Trust Council

L

Norway: Governance and Culture of Consensus

ong concerned about how oil spills could
damage the Salish Sea’s rich waters, sensitive
shorelines,
and
marine-dependent
communities, Islands Trust Council opposes oil tanker
expansion and has marine safety policy reform at the
centre of its ‘preserve and protect’ work. In that
context, I travelled to Norway in June with the Port of
Metro Vancouver and Canadian oil industry, federal,
First Nations and local governments to examine
Norwegian oil shipping.
Norway already has many of the strong oil spill
prevention and response regulations Islands Trust
proposes for BC (described in Part 2 of this series,
August 1 Island Tides; read more at
www.islandstrust.bc.ca, search ‘oil spill’). This is partly
rooted in Norway’s deep investment in oil (the
government owns 30% of the oil and gas business, and
taxes industry oil profits at 75%, funding much of
Norway’s spill prevention infrastructure, (described in
Part 1 of this series, July 18, Island Tides).
But more than the mechanics of legislated response Sheila Malcolmson and World Wildlife Fund’s Rob Powell in Norway.
times and oil skimming technology, Norway approaches
the governance of oil in a completely different way than
ports, on land and beaches (in BC, local government roles have
Canada. More than anything on the trip, I was inspired by the become increasingly unclear since provincial cutbacks
governance framework and culture of consensus that seems to eliminated oil spill training capacity). Norway guarantees
be protecting Norway’s coast.
municipal oilspill response costs, trains municipal staff and
Norway’s federal legislature sits in a circle, with seating volunteers, and practices annual integrated on-water spill
arranged based on region, instead of party affiliation. (A response sessions with all government levels.
Norwegian host said ‘We’ve seen your Canadian parliament and
A final note: Norway’s lack of a wild salmon fishery might
legislatures; it’s nothing like that…’). I got a strong sense that also explain the wide social license for the oil industry. There’s
federal policies truly reflect the consensus view of elected virtually no Norwegian commercial salmon fishery, while here
legislators cooperating across party lines. The federal election wild salmon fishing remains a vital part of coastal culture and
is by proportional representation (Sadly, even after widely economy. To sustain wild populations, we need to protect their
applauding extensive road construction, public transit, and an fresh water and coastal environments, since salmon are
enviable social safety net in Norway, a member of our tour said vulnerable to oil pollution at each stage of their life cycle. I love
‘We couldn’t have proportional representation in Canada; that BC coastal people hold salmon sacred in the resistance to
nothing would ever get done!’)
pipeline and tanker expansion.
Norway’s National Energy Plan, Transportation Plan, and
I’m inspired by Norway and I hope our Canadian
Maritime Policy (Canada has none of these) are expected to government can be too. We’re in the heart of some difficult
survive Norway’s September 9 federal election. Although oil decision-making about natural resources and that conversation
expansion into sensitive fishing grounds is an election issue, we needs to unfold with deep local engagement, empowering the
heard that Norway’s 1971 accord prevails on state ownership, people most affected by oil spills’ costs. 0
high taxation of oil profits, and attendant social spending
(Norway has no debt and holds a $725 billion pension fund for
From Islands Trust Council’s June
its people). With no split between political parties, this is not a
2013 Submission To The Federal
wedge issue that corporate oil can exploit in elections.
Tanker Safety Panel
When we asked, repeatedly, whether Norwegians trusted
Oil Spill Prevention and Response should Reflect Local
their government to represent community interests and uphold
Values and Knowledge:
environmental regulations, they expressed general
‘… there is a need for more citizen engagement by industry
bewilderment at the questions we were asking on public process
and the federal government on major vessel casualty and oil
and conflict. For example, asking whether the indigenous Sami
spill issues. Decisions should be made transparently and
People have a veto on resource development, or are ‘consulted’
should incorporate the knowledge and priorities of local
in a token way, the Sami Parliament representative replied: ‘If
communities and First Nations. For example, we have been
the Sami people had concerns, why would anyone want a
calling on Western Canada Marine Response Corporation to
project to proceed? That would be a sign more discussion is
develop detailed geographic response plans for our region so
needed’. (And yes, the Sami have their own parliament:
that they can incorporate local communities’ and First
although Norway once had the same assimilationist First
Nations’ knowledge and priorities into any oil spill response.
Nations policies as did the Canadian government, it’s since
Places of refuge and geographic response plans should reflect
established a progressive indigenous parliament that’s been
local and regional social, economic, cultural and ecological
copied in Sweden and Finland). ‘And we’d want to propose
values. Our communities and our partner local governments
solutions,’ the representative added, ‘We can’t just be critics.’
need training and support to understand their roles in oil spill
Another governance difference in Norway is that federal and
response.
local governments are closely linked and there’s little strength
We also see a need for secure, on-going funding to bring
at the provincial level. And, while BC ports are federal,
citizens
together to foster practical, workable solutions to oil
Norwegian municipalities own their ports, thereby controlling
spill
prevention,
preparedness and response gaps.’
what travels through them and how, and keeping port revenues
See more: http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/media/217500/
local.
tankersafetyexpertpanel.pdf .
Municipalities are also responsible for spill response in
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Tour de Rock Coming Up

ROUND THE ISLANDS

Vancouver Island’s big cycle ride is coming up. On September 21, Cops For
Cancer will leave Port Alice to cycle 1,000kms in 14 days, staying in communities
along the way and visiting with locals. Since 1998, this police tour de force has
raised $18million for Canadian Cancer Society’s pediatric cancer research and
programs; largely achieved by dedicated fundraising committees in each of the
27 communities that the tour rolls through each fall. Island Tides advertiser
Comox Valley Airport is one of the tour’s many supporters.
The fundraising iniative began in Edmonton in 1994, and went bigger on
Vancouver Island in 1997, when Saanich constable Martin Pepper suggested a
bike ride the length of the Island.
A total of 258 police officers and 31 others have ridden the Tour since 1998.
Each year, a brand new team is picked (the only rider allowed to participate twice
was Pepper, who completed his second journey in 2007). The 2013 team, made
up of 17 police officers, a special guest and four members of the media, will add
to the total.

Running A Rock

CPOC Gears Up Again

Talking of cyclists, the Parksville-Qualicum Beach group of active cyclists who
caught the imagination of Vancouver Island in the last couple of years (changing
their group’s name from Cycle to Protect Our Coast to Communities to Protect
Our Coast) are gearing up for a fall speakers session. CPOC (the acronym
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Experience Counts!

Month-long Mosaic on Pender

Originator of Pender’s 5th Mosiac Festival, Pat Smith says that the festival has
expanded to a month-long this year. Beginning with a Talent Show on September
26 (Lindsay Landry is coming back from Newfoundland to help out with this
one); it goes through an exciting month embracing all the arts at lots of locations
on North and South Pender, including school programs; to end with a
Hallowee’n dance at the hall. It’s an ambitious move, says Smith, chosen because
October is has few events.
Organized by Ptarmigan Music & Theatre Society, the festival seeks to
showcase people involved in the arts who do not otherwise get the opportunity
to connect with the public. Executive director Lisa Fleming says that, ‘We are
planning a lively and diverse festival that will showcase talented local artists. We
also are planning lots of hands-on artistic workshops for adults and children—
there will be something for everyone!’
There is still a call out for people wanting to lead workshops in the arts, during
the festival, contact Lisa at 250-629-3132.

On August 25, a record number of participants ran a rock on the other side of
the Salish Sea in Texada’s third annual Run the Rock marathon and halfmarathon. A total of 90 runners and walkers completed the races, including a
new eight kilometre event. They ranged in age from five to 78 and included one
Connecting the Dirty Dots
participant in a wheelchair.
Jan Slakov tells of two events on Salt Spring this month which show the
Winners of the marathon were Roger Plamondon, of Courtenay, in 3:18.48
connection between tankers in our waters and an investment treaty with China.
(men) and Samantha Dickinson, of Vancouver
On Wednesday, September 25 the Sierra Club of BC and other
in 4:03.15 (women). Winning runners in the
environmental groups will host a townhall focused on the Trans
half-marathon were Wayne Crowe, of Comox,
Mountain pipeline expansion proposal. Caitlyn Vernon, author
in 1:26.09 (men), who also won the event in
of the award-winning Nowhere Else on Earth: Standing Tall for
2012, and Angela Plamondon, of Courtenay,
the Great Bear Rainforest, will present (see her letter, page 4).
in1:43.42 (women), who won the event in 2011.
A week before that, on Wednesday, September 18, Brenda
The 8k event, winners were Greg Tait, of
Sayers, a former councillor of the Hupacasath First Nation will
Powell River, and Dena Collings, also of Powell
talk about taking the government to court to stop the Foreign
River. Also participating in the 8k event were
Investment Promotion & Protection Agreement (FIPPA) with
Texada Islanders McLean Mylymok, age
China (see also front page article). MP Elizabeth May, who is
seven, who pedalled his wheelchair, while dad
widely credited for her leadership regarding this ‘most sweeping
Spencer Mylymok ran and helped push the
trade deal in a generation,’ will also attend.
chair.
Last September, Prime Minister Harper signed a FIPPA with
A total of 32 participants came from Powell
China, one of the most undemocratic governments in the world.
River, 14 from Texada and 15 from Vancouver
The FIPPA would allow Chinese state-owned enterprises to sue
Island. Runners also attended from as far
Photo: Sandy McCormick the Canadian government if any jurisdiction in Canada passes
away as Germany and Brazil. The hilly island
Courtenay runner Roger Plamandon, 52, laws which would cut into Chinese profits! Once ratified, the
course is not for the faint of heart, says
effective lock-in time is 31 years.
megamarathoner Janet Green, of Courtenay, crosses the finish line to win the 46.2
Supposedly, the treaty is needed to secure Chinese
kilometre
marathon.
attending Run the Rock for the third time. She
investment. However, Australia, free of a FIPPA with China, leads
says it’s the toughest road marathon in Canada, worthy of major bragging rights.
the world in Chinese investment, points out Jan.
Fifteen-year-old runner Taku Ball, a student at Powell River’s Brooks
See ‘What’s On?’ page 11 for details of both events. Watch this video to learn
Secondary, participated for the second year in a row and says his father Stephen
about Vernon’s book: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qvXh4WWB0PQ.
Ball inspired him to run. ‘I like to keep moving,’ he said, ‘running makes me feel
healthy.’
Taking A Stroll On Galiano ~ Suzanne Fournier
Participants were supported by 74 volunteers and 37 sponsors, including Avid Galiano’s first annual Walkalong for Learning, held on August 31, was a
Fitness, Sunshine Coast Althletics Association, First Credit Union, Taws Cycle resounding success, surpassing its fundraising goal of $15,000 to more than
and Sports, Comox Valley Road Runners, Suncoast Cycles, Lafarge Canada, $20,000, with pledges still trickling in. All funds raised will go to bursaries to
Powell River Regional District, and Texada Arts, Culture and Tourism Society.
help underserved children and youth enrol in environmental education

BUY | RAISE | MOVE | LEVEL

bob@rainwaterconnection.com
www.rainwaterconnection.com

continued to fit—just like those florescent green cycle shirts you’ve seen around)
already have had Elizabeth May up-Island for a dinner presentation on
September 7. Invitations to some other big names are out.

programs offered by the Galiano Conservancy Association.
The Walkalong, a leisurely six-km hike from Laughlin Lake to Cable Bay and
then the Pebble Beach Reserve, traversed a 288-acre $4 million protected area
recently acquired by the GCA in partnership with the Nature Conservancy of
Canada and the Islands Trust Fund.
Following shady forest trails in the late summer sunshine, walkers chatted
about their families, fall plans and garden highlights, pausing
for snacks and photos at beaches along the way.
A post-hike celebration on DL 57, where the GCA hopes to
build a permanent Restorative Learning Centre, featured
homegrown entertainment by TNile, Jack Garton, Paul Gregory
and Greg Gammon. Home-made plum icecream by Loren
Wilkinson, whose spouse Mary Ruth Wilkinson alone raised
more than $3,000, was devoured by the crowd, along with a
cake donated by the Islands Trust Fund. The enthusiasm of the
youngest fundraiser and coincidentally the fastest walker Logan
Higgs, 10, who mostly ran the course with his friend Gabriel
Friedenberg, led to a prize for the two boys of a three-hour
guided kayak tour, donated by Galiano Island Kayaks. Other
prizes of local art, B & B stays, Tafoni books and a Hennessy
Hammock, were awarded to both donors and walkers.
The Galiano Conservancy hopes to make the Walkalong an
annual event, perhaps drawing Mainlanders to a lovely Gulf
Islands hike that will help bring more inner-city children to
Nature’s classroom. 0
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