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Ben Miltner puts a crease in mirror-glass water at Montague Harbour, Galiano Island.

On Wednesday, September 3, I went out to our beach and, for
the first time ever, found it littered with tree-sized driftwood. It’s
remarkable to have driftwood here because any unwanted wood
is immediately cut up and processed into charcoal. I suspect that
all the driftwood will be claimed within the next few days. As I
watched the swollen Montrouis river, large branches and even
whole trees went rushing past every few seconds.

Hurricane Hanna was supposed to be a tropical storm that
lightly brushed Haiti’s north coast but by Monday afternoon it
moved south, and it’s been hitting the country with rain and
wind for the past 36 hours. Here in Pierre Payen we’ve had 12

inches so far. 
We drove around the local area early this morning to see

some of what happened and both the Montrouis and Pierre
Payen rivers were well above flood levels. In Pierre Payen a
number of people had the river flowing through their homes and
one house I saw had all four walls washed away.

The real tragedy of this storm is probably Gonaives. I say
probably because there’s no information in the media about
Gonaives yet. Word of mouth is that the water went up to 12
levels of blocks, or about 8 feet. 

Hurricanes in Haiti ~ Chris Rolling

HURRICANE, please turn to page 11

Leaving British Columbia’s old-growth forests
standing may make more economic sense than
cutting them down for timber, especially as the
province looks to strategies to cut global
warming, a new BC study suggests.

The report from Simon Fraser University
challenges the status quo and uses Ministry of
Forest data to show conservation wins out over
logging when forests are valued for their role in
capturing carbon from the atmosphere,
protecting endangered species, and providing
opportunities for recreation.

The study backed by three environmental
groups—Wilderness Committee, David Suzuki
Foundation, and Ecojustice—used computer
modeling to look at a variety of conservation
and logging scenarios in a large tract of forest
near Vancouver.

In almost every scenario, researchers say
they found the value of the carbon captured and
stored by the trees far outweighed the value of
the lumber harvested from the logs.

Faisal Moola, science director for the David
Suzuki Foundation, called the results a clear
indicator that BC should be protecting its old-
growth forest as it works with other western
provinces to reduce global warming.

‘The old-growth forests that we have are not
only going to be a benefit in the fight against
climate change, but there’s also a significant
economic windfall that could be celebrated by
British Columbians,’ he said.

As the BC government begins to participate
in a market for carbon credits with other
western provinces and states, the study suggest
the towering trees and the rich soil that

surrounds them could become a cash crop for
their carbon-storing properties.

Trees absorb and store carbon dioxide,
using it as a building block in their
development. When old-growth forests are
harvested, that carbon is released into the
atmosphere.

While much of global warming is caused by
the combustion of fossil fuels such as gasoline,
Moola said 25% of the carbon dioxide that
enters the atmosphere is caused by destruction
of carbon stores from old-growth forests.

‘The study shows there’s direct economic
benefit for BC if we can account for the carbon
stored. BC should be protecting its old-growth
forest as a strategy to combat global warming,’
he said.

The cap-and-trade system currently in the
works through the Western Climate Initiative
puts a ceiling on carbon emissions. Polluters
that can’t reduce their emissions will be able to
purchase offsets to make up the differences
mandated under the cap, which could give BC a
significant revenue stream as the price of
carbon rises, Moola said.

Duncan Knowler, the SFU associate
professor behind the study, said the report is
being conservative in its assessment of carbon
prices, which are set to rise in coming years.

It values carbon at $20 to $150 per tonne,
well below other estimates of $350 per tonne.

For example, at $75 per tonne, the forest in
the Fraser timber supply area that is home to
the endangered spotted owl is worth $1.64

Gulf Islands
National Park
Reserve gets a
boost from
taxpayers
The federal government announced on
September 2 that another $10 million in
funding will be committed to expand the
Gulf Islands National Park Reserve. 

The Gulf Islands National Park
Reserve has been assembled over the
past 13 years through a combination of
land purchases, transfers from the
Province of British Columbia, the Capital
Regional District and from private
donations. 

With today’s funding announcement,
Parks Canada’s land acquisition fund
increases to $20 million and
considerably enhances the park’s ability
to acquire significant, ecologically
important lands.

Formally established in 2003, the
Gulf Islands National Park Reserve
includes thirty-five square kilometres of
land and inter-tidal area on fifteen
islands, numerous islets and reefs. In
addition it protects twenty-six square
kilometres of marine areas that provide
valuable habitat for seals and nesting
shorebirds.  The goal of the park is to
protect small island ecosystems, as well
as representative examples of
headlands, shorelines and uplands or
larger islands.

The park currently is centred on the
southern Gulf Islands. Islanders will be
very curious to see where new
aquisitions will be located.

Parks Canada works to ensure
Canada’s cultural and natural heritage are
presented and protected for the
enjoyment, education and appreciation of
all Canadians, today and in the future. ✐

Drilling rights still
selling like hot cakes
September’s oil and gas rights sale reached $220
million, building on the record-setting fiscal year total
which now stands at over $2 billion, announced
Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources Minister
Richard Neufeld on September 11.

‘This government’s willingness to work with
industry on developing the oil and gas industry has
heightened investor interest,’ said Neufeld. ‘The
success of these sales again proves the policies we’ve
put in place have developed a thriving oil and gas
industry for British Columbia that benefits the entire
province.’

The September sale offered 105 parcels in northeast
BC covering 92,973 hectares, and sold 94 parcels
covering 80,401 hectares. The average price per
hectare was $2,745.

‘Environmental stewardship and sustainability are
important to British Columbians, and we are able to
support those goals and many other programs
including education and health care with the money
these sales bring in,’ Neufeld added. ‘BC has 483 billion
cubic metres of remaining raw gas reserves and is the
only jurisdiction in North America that has seen those
reserves increase for eight straight years.’ ✐

MONTROUIS RIVER

ALL CANDIDATES MEETING
An All Candidates Meeting for Saanich–Gulf Islands
will be held on Galiano Island at Galiano School
(Activity Centre) at 6 pm on Wednesday, September
24. 

Southern Gulf Islanders can attend via Queen of
Naniamo, consult your ferry schedule—and the
revision to the schedule, see ad page 3.

Old growth worth more while growing

OLD GROWTH, please turn to page 8
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AT FULFORD HARBOUR

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER
Day       Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m. Day       Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m.

17
WE

0616
1134
1740

9.5
5.9
10.5

2.9
1.8
3.2

18
TH

0018
0725
1213
1800

3.3
9.5
7.2
10.5

1.0
2.9
2.2
3.2

19
FR

0103
0841
1258
1824

2.3
9.5
8.2
10.5

0.7
2.9
2.5
3.2

20
SA

0154
1008
1357
1851

2.0
9.8
8.9
10.5

0.6
3.0
2.7
3.2

21
SU

0250
1137
1523
1924

2.0
10.2
9.5
10.2

0.6
3.1
2.9
3.1

22
MO

0353
1253
1746
2012

2.0
10.5
9.5
9.8

0.6
3.2
2.9
3.0

23
TU

0502
1349
1933
2143

2.3
10.8
9.2
9.2

0.7
3.3
2.8
2.8

24
WE

0613
1433
2020
2336

2.3
10.8
8.5
8.9

0.7
3.3
2.6
2.7

25
TH

0716
1508
2055

2.6
10.5
7.5

0.8
3.2
2.3

26
FR

0118
0811
1537
2128

8.9
3.3
10.5
6.6

2.7
1.0
3.2
2.0

27
SA

0242
0858
1559
2159

9.2
3.9
10.5
5.6

2.8
1.2
3.2
1.7

28
SU

0353
0940
1619
2231

9.2
4.6
10.2
4.9

2.8
1.4
3.1
1.5

29
MO

0456
1021
1637
2303

9.5
5.6
10.2
3.9

2.9
1.7
3.1
1.2

30
TU

0555
1102
1655
2335

9.5
6.6
10.2
3.3

2.9
2.0
3.1
1.0

1
WE

0651
1145
1713

9.8
7.2
9.8

3.0
2.2
3.0

2
TH

0009
0748
1232
1731

3.0
9.8
7.9
9.8

0.9
3.0
2.4
3.0

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

AT POINT ATKINSON

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER
Day       Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m. Day       Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m.

17
WE

0024
0637
1224
1819

5.2
13.8
7.5
14.8

1.6
4.2
2.3
4.5

18
TH

0104
0735
1304
1846

3.9
13.8
8.9
14.8

1.2
4.2
2.7
4.5

19
FR

0147
0841
1350
1917

3.3
13.8
9.8
14.4

1.0
4.2
3.0
4.4

20
SA

0235
0957
1447
1951

3.0
13.8
11.2
14.1

0.9
4.2
3.4
4.3

21
SU

0328
1121
1605
2035

3.0
13.8
11.8
13.5

0.9
4.2
3.6
4.1

22
MO

0430
1243
1752
2138

3.3
14.1
11.8
12.8

1.0
4.3
3.6
3.9

23
TU

0540
1351
1932
2311

3.6
14.4
11.2
12.1

1.1
4.4
3.4
3.7

24
WE

0653
1443
2035

3.9
14.4
10.5

1.2
4.4
3.2

25
TH

0053
0759
1522
2120

12.1
3.9
14.4
9.2

3.7
1.2
4.4
2.8

26
FR

0217
0857
1554
2159

12.5
4.6
14.4
8.2

3.8
1.4
4.4
2.5

27
SA

0325
0946
1621
2236

12.8
4.9
14.4
6.9

3.9
1.5
4.4
2.1

28
SU

0423
1030
1645
2311

13.1
5.9
14.4
5.9

4.0
1.8
4.4
1.8

29
MO

0517
1110
1709
2345

13.5
6.9
14.4
4.9

4.1
2.1
4.4
1.5

30
TU

0608
1149
1733

13.8
7.9
14.1

4.2
2.4
4.3

1
WE

0019
0658
1228
1757

4.3
13.8
8.9
13.8

1.3
4.2
2.7
4.2

2
TH

0053
0749
1309
1820

3.9
13.8
9.8
13.5

1.2
4.2
3.0
4.1

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

YOUR BUSINESS
HERE!

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

fax: 250-656-0443     Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net

2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

250-656-1334

JEAN GILCHRIST DE BURGH 1918-2000

On Saturday morning, August
30, our dear mother, Jean,
peacefully left us after a long,
brave struggle with Parkinson’s
Disease. 

We were all beside her and
holding her. She went as she
would have wished: in her own
chair, by her wood stove, in her
kitchen, in the Prevost Island
home where she spent most of
her ninety years. 

Jean Gilchrist was born on
March 8, 1918, to James and Gladys Pollock, and was the eldest
of eight: five boys and three girls. Until 1936, she and her family
lived at Hillcrest Lumber Mill at Sahtlam, where her father was
the manager. She often recalled attending a one room school
that included eight grades, and in high school bicycling five
miles each way to school. She said she could imagine every bit
of the road going to school—bumpy, no paving or sidewalks,
and with three little bridged streams to cross.

One of Jean’s parents’ interests was to play as
Concertmaster and Principal Second violin in the Duncan
Orchestra. To keep Jean and some of the children ‘out of her
mother’s hair’ as Jean described it, her Dad would take them to
the local silent movie theatre: while the children watched the
movie, Jean’s Dad would accompany the action on his violin.

Jean was an outstanding student, but the death of her father
when she was eighteen meant that she had to start working
after her high school graduation. After doing some tutoring in
Duncan, and working in a bank for fifty dollars a month, Jean
first came to Prevost in 1939 to tutor our father’s niece. Lotus
Ruckle recalled how, on a number of occasions Jean, on her
way to Prevost, would arrive at Burgoyne Bay by boat, where
Lotus’s brother would meet her and drive her to Beaver Point to
be met by Hubert de Burgh. ‘It was obvious what was going to
happen,’ said Lotus.

In December 1941, Jean and Hubert were married, with
Lotus’s brother as best man, and apart from living on South
Pender for three years (1948-1951), she has lived on Prevost
ever since. As anyone who ever knew her knows, Jean was a
wonderful, devoted mother and a very faithful friend. She
always loved learning and she loved classical music. She studied
the piano for many years, and also particularly enjoyed violin
and cello repertoire, commenting on a performance of  the
Kreutzer Sonata of Beethoven two days before she died.

For over fifty years, she looked forward to regularly ordering
and receiving books by mail from the BC Open Shelf Library.
She was a very good cook, seamstress, and knitter, and taught
and encouraged us in these pursuits. If she didn’t know how to
do something, she would look it up and find out. Whenever we
needed help, she was always there. She got us through school by
correspondence, and both our parents encouraged us to carry
on with our education.

Jean  participated  in farm life, caring for many ‘bottle’ lambs
over the years, as well as gardening, canning, making butter, ice
cream, bread, and apple sauce, and turning the handle of the
hand-cranked shearing machine to power Hubert’s early sheep
shearing efforts. She helped in sheep and wild goat roundups,
and even did a brief turn on one end of an early two-man
chainsaw. For a number of years her only neighbours on the
island were the Georgeson family at Portlock Point Lighthouse;
visiting them would mean a three mile walk through the bush,
and often a return trip home by lantern light. She and Hubert
would attend dances on Galiano, Mayne, or Pender, recrossing
the channel in the middle of the night in Dancing Waveon their
way home. 

Her kitchen was always a warm and welcoming place with a
cup of tea and delicious cookies. She looked forward to the visits
of her brothers and sisters, nieces and nephews to the farm, and
was a much loved Auntie Jean.

Jean loved birds, and especially enjoyed the hummingbirds
at the feeder outside the kitchen window; chickadees were also
one of her favourites. She delighted in natural beauty: flowers,
colourful leaves, small plants – the smallest thing might catch
her eye. Years ago she often spotted four- leaved clovers, which
she would slip between the pages of her numerous cookbooks.
We will always remember our mother as a beautiful, gentle, and
endlessly patient lady who was at the same time, determined
and persistent, and who took great care in everything she did. 

In spite of her declining health, Jean’s strong will to carry on
seldom faltered. Her loving spirit will always be with us. Jean
was predeceased by her husband Hubert (1981), second
daughter Maureen (1985), brothers Robert, Stewart, and Larry,
and three nieces. She is survived by her daughter and son-in-
law Sheila and William Wowchuk, daughters Barbara and
Susan de Burgh; her sister Mary Jolin (Chilliwack), brother
William Pollock (Fernie), sister Helen Maltby (Victoria),
brother and sister-in-law Richard and Margaret Pollock
(Duncan), sister-in-law Dianne Pollock (Victoria); and many
dear friends of all ages. She is also survived by many well-loved
nieces, nephews, cousins, and their families.

We would like to thank Dr Leavitt, Dr Crossland, Dr Gallins,
Lesley Nuk, the nurses and staff of the Lady Minto Hospital,
Home Care nurses, and our respite caregivers Brenda, Pauline,
Ellen, and Alice for their good care of Jean. Also, we wish to
thank the Ambulance Service, the Coast Guard, and the RCMP
for their kindness and compassion. Thank you to Mary
Harkema for her kindness and friendship during Jean’s illness.
A special thank you to Diana Symons for her caring company
and flowers, over many years. 

A memorial service will be held at All Saints by the Sea,
Saturday, September 27th at 2 pm, with the Reverend Canon
Dr Kim Murray officiating, followed by a reception in the
church hall.  There will be a private burial on Prevost Island. If
desired, donations may be made to the Lady Minto Hospital
Foundation or the Christian Blind Mission International. 

Commentary ~ Murray Dobbin

Will Canada Last? 

W
hat will it take to persuade Canadians that if they do
not act soon to reverse the direction of their nation,
there will be nothing left to save? I am talking, of

course, about so-called ‘deep integration’ and its official
expression, the Security and Prosperity Partnership (SPP).

Deep Integration
The SPP, moving inexorably on many fronts, is nothing less than
a blueprint for the gradual dismantling of one of the most
successful nations of the twentieth century, and its piecemeal
distribution to the decaying empire to the south. Yet there seems
to be, even amongst those who have heard of it and believe it is a
threat, a surreal acceptance of it. It’s like a meteor hurtling
towards us: there’s nothing we can do so we might as well go
shopping while we can.

What this country needs is a little outrage—stirred by
something from the package of outrages, treasonous policies and
breathtaking giveaways of our country that make up the plan to
append Canada to the US. 

What will it be? The militarization of the country and an
industrial policy of selling arms to the world? A foreign policy
determined almost exclusively by the interests of big business,
from peddling asbestos, to opposing bio-diversity, to forcing
Europeans to accept GMO food? The mimicking of a paranoid
United States and the adoption of its crusade against the Muslim
world? Each worthy of a good dollop of outrage. 

But some believe that unless you get to people where it
actually has an impact on their daily lives, sustained outrage of
the kind that influences elections, is too much to expect. I have
never been convinced by this theory but accepting it for the sake
of argument, perhaps the sell-out of our energy to the US under
NAFTA’s energy provisions would fill the bill.

Giving Away Our Real Security
No other policy, either standing alone or as part of a larger
scheme, demonstrates the extent to which the economic and
political elite of this country has betrayed us. Even in the age of
corporate globalization in which the transnational corporation
has become the dominant institution of our time, there is simply
no other example of such duplicitous behaviour on the part of a
national leadership. No other country in the world has or would
consider voluntarily signing a treaty that guaranteed the other
party an ever-increasing proportion of its energy resource.

The perverse beauty of what is tediously called the
‘proportionality clause’ of NAFTA is that it’s virtually guaranteed
to get worse. It would have been bad enough if we had agreed to
sell half of our energy production to the US. But the NAFTA deal
says we cannot ever decrease the actual proportion of gas and oil
we sell to the US. So, each time the proportion of our oil and gas
exports to the US increases (virtually every year), we are
presented with a new baseline. And we no longer even maintain
a strategic reserve—a 20-year supply ensured before any oil is
exported.

There is no limit to this madness. Right now we export two
thirds of our oil and 60% of our gas to the US. Under NAFTA this
means we can never reduce that proportion, even if our actual
production dropped by half and we began freezing in the dark. In
NAFTA there is no ceiling on what we can sell, just a floor. And
each year that passes, the floor looks more like a ceiling. What
makes it even worse, of course, is the new determination of the
US to secure dependable supplies of oil and gas—and that means
Canadian supplies.

Dependent On Foreign Oil
While the US is preoccupied with its national interest and a
secure energy supply, the federal government, under both the
liberals and the radicals (Harper’s party is anything but
conservative), trades our natural energy security for America's
insecurity. We now import 49% of the oil we use, almost half of
it coming from the same insecure sources from which the US is
trying to wean itself. Almost all of Eastern Canada is dependent
on foreign oil. 

SPP, please turn to page 11
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VANCOUVER  
INT’L AIRPORT

NANAIMO
(Departure Bay)

We’re all about the Islands

Our Islands. Our World.
S E A P L A N E SS E A P L A N E S

For scheduled flight info call 

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at 
seairseaplanes.com

• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at 

Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone: (250) 386-7643

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

CHANGES TO ROUTE 9 SCHEDULE 
SEPTEMBER 2, 2008 – JUNE 29, 2009

TSAWWASSEN – SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS

To improve on-time performance and provide better customer service,
the following schedule changes are in effect on the Tsawwassen –
Southern Gulf Islands routes for the Fall-Winter-Spring schedule,
beginning September 2.   

The departure time from Long Harbour to Tsawwassen on Monday
through Thursday sailings (includes stops at Otter Bay, Village Bay,
and Sturdies Bay) has been adjusted by 10 minutes.  The departure
time will now be at 3:25 p.m. 

The subsequent departure time from Otter Bay to Tsawwassen on
Monday through Thursday sailings (includes stops at Village Bay
and Sturdies Bay) has also been adjusted by 10 minutes.  The departure
time will now be at 4:15 p.m.

These changes will allow the Queen of Nanaimo to depart Village Bay
on time at 5:00 p.m.  

To accommodate the time required for refuelling the Queen of
Nanaimo, the last sailing from Tsawwassen on Saturday nights has
been adjusted by 10 minutes.  The departure time will now be 8:45
p.m.  The subsequent departure time from Sturdies Bay will be 9:50
p.m. with an 11:00 p.m. arrival time at Long Harbour.

The shoulder season Friday schedule that was in effect last year will
be in effect on busier Fridays throughout the season, as well as the
Thursday preceding Easter.  

Customers are advised to visit www.bcferries.com or call 
1-888-BCFERRY (1-888-223-3779) for the new schedule prior to
making travel arrangements.

PROTECT YOUR COTTAGE

Endurance Equipment
endurance-marine.com
Toll free: 877.535.0669

FIRE FIGHTING SYSTEM:
ssure self priming 1.5" pump w

4-cycle 6.5 hp gas engine. System comes 
complete with: 50' hose, 8' intake hose and nozzle.

Have the ability to defend yourself 
against fire with an affordable fire 
protection t$899

Available from leading outdoor 
product retailers or contact 

Endurance for a dealer near you.

YOUR HOME

Endurance Equipment
Surrey, BC
endurance-marine.com
Toll free: 877.535.0669

T
h e steady decline of voter turnout means
that Canada is now governed by a
political party chosen by fewer than one

in four eligible voters. The combination of these
and other factors effectively disenfranchises
75% of the population.

And that is what Stephen Harper is counting
on to squeeze out a majority government with
as little as 35% of the votes.

This is not what democracy should look like.
But in the short term of the next month that

is what we are faced with.
What if you are an activist who is terrified

and depressed at the prospect of a majority
government that would allow Stephen Harper
to carry out a full Conservative agenda? For you,
there seem to be few effective ways to engage.

The fact of Canadian electoral politics is that
once the election is called, those not directly
involved in party electioneering are turned into
spectators. That may be the root of the media’s
tendency to frame elections as a game. For most
Canadians that is exactly how it must appear.
And even for most who do get engaged, the
process itself is apolitical. Yes, you are free to
place ‘remember to vote’ signs on people’s
doors. But it’s hard not to get the feeling that by
the time the election is called, it’s too late to do
anything substantive to affect the outcome.

50 Key seats
In fact, of course, what actually happens in the
next weeks is extremely important and deadly
serious.

Everyone who can get out of bed in the
morning needs to be involved—and needs to be
both principled in their political activity and
ruthlessly practical at the same time. That’s not
an easy task. As people who care deeply about
their country, we are taught implicitly to vote
for the party that most closely resembles our set
of beliefs and convictions. Except that in most
of the seats across the country, the outcomes are
already decided.

According to number crunchers in the
parties, there are fewer than 50 seats where
there are real contests. This is where it will be
decided whether or not Stephen Harper, a
prime minister who disparages his own
country, is re-elected.

If there was some super-computer that

extrapolated and assessed all our individual
values, aspirations, beliefs and convictions and
determined the outcome, Harper would have
been in history’s dustbin already. Two thirds of
Canadians consistently express their solid
support for all the things that Harper will
eliminate if he gets the opportunity. But there
isn’t such a computer, and without proportional
representation, our valiant efforts at voting our
principles are undermined or rendered neutral
by a crude system designed to favour
incumbents and lowered expectations of what is
possible.

Indeed, it can be argued that the multi-party
system was designed to ensure that genuine
democracy, measured by outcomes for ordinary
people, could never be achieved. From that
perspective it has been extraordinarily
successful.

Strategic Voting Makes
Sense

But if voting strictly on the basis of your
convictions has been rendered ineffective, what
about so-called strategic voting? As much as
many people want to drive a stake through the
heart of this ugly political beast, it will keep
coming back to life every time there is an
election until we somehow get proportional
representation. 

The critical, practical flaw in strategic voting
is that it assumes perfect knowledge of the
history of each riding on the part of voters being
asked to follow it. But there is no such thing as
perfect knowledge. For example, as happened
last time, people will vote Liberal in an NDP
riding to stop the Conservatives—even though
in that riding the Conservatives have absolutely
no chance of getting elected. I

In the worst case scenario, strategic voting
can actually have the exact opposite effect:
taking votes away from the candidate most able
to defeat a Conservative, allowing the
Conservative to win.

Yet to be effective, strategic voting need only
happen in those relatively small number of
swing ridings where the results are not already
known. If a campaign could persuade
thousands of voters in those 50 ridings to vote
strategically, countering the perverse nature of
our electoral system, it could determine the
outcome of the election.
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That would be principled voting, too, and in

terms of actually saving the country, it trumps

the lambs-to-the-slaughter strategy of voting

your values as if it mattered. Let’s not for a

moment forget who we are up against—a

politician committed to continuing the

dismantling of decades of social progress and

facilitating the de facto annexation of Canada

by the United States. 

The NDP’s New Message
What does the NDP have to offer this time
around? A quick look at Jack Layton’s starting
gate speech shows some strengths and
weaknesses. Two changes could qualify as
almost historic; The NDP are talking about the
economy. And they are almost exclusively
attacking Harper leaving the Liberals alone.
These are major departures and welcome

Opinion by Murray Dobbin

Turning Back Harper: How Best To Vote?

ELECTION, please turn to page 9
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Canadian Election
The Canadian election is as important as the current American
election. Canada is the resource base for the American future
and its global impact.

Stephen Harper is posing as the defender of Canadian
sovereignty.  In fact, he is gift-wrapping the country, especially
the arctic and all its treasures.

Harper proposes to spend half a trillion dollars on the
military.  This is not to ‘rebuild’ the military, but to militarize
Canada.

Peter McKay is posing as a statesman because he managed to
borrow a few helicopters from Poland.  Rice and Cheney were in
Poland at the same time and now Poland has accepted; ‘missile
defense’ installations and several battalions of US troops, in
exchange for NATO status.  Hence the shiny new ‘Iron Curtain’.
Canada is stupidly helping to rattle the bear’s cage.

Canadian military personal are increasingly targeted in
Afghanistan by a society resistant to high-tech bombardment
(bombs from aircraft.)  Meanwhile, Steven Harper proudly poses
in a ‘war bird’ and Peter McKay exclaims the effectiveness of a
fully loaded F-18. 

We need to go to the polls before ‘prime minister smarty
pants’ and his stooges destroy the country.

Steven Harper and Stephane Dion are both cartoon
characters.  Harper is scary and Dion is amusing.  I would rather
support an unclear yet positive vision than a clearly negative and
destructive one. Bruce Thurston, Texada Island

Comparing Conservatives & Liberals
Dear Editor
A few years ago we had a prime minister who ran the country
into the greatest debt and deficit in our history. From watching
this election unfold, I think we have a carbon copy of Brian
Mulroney in Stephen Harper.

Fortunately we had a liberal government to clean up the
Mulroney fiscal mess. Again it appears that Canada is going to
need another Liberal government to clean up the ad hoc short-
term planning of the Harper government. 

Similarly, in the US, they had a spendthrift Ronald Reagan
who piled up America’s biggest deficit to that date. Then
Democrat Clinton cleaned up the Republican mess—only to be
followed by spendthrift George W Bush who has created world
history by his spending habits.

I think the pattern is clear. Conservatives and Republicans
leave their country in debt as they spin a fairytale story to the
public while Liberals and Democrats have long-term fiscal plans
for the benefit of their nations. David Hobson, Chemainus

Unrestricted Restrictions on Foreign
Ownership

Dear Editor:
Just when Canada is wondering what the SPP is all about, and
bemoaning the NAFTA obligations with our energy resources
leaking south, we see that Harper is giving even more
opportunities for foreign investment—don’t tell me the
Conservatives are a Canadian party, please.

This is an absolute giveaway. Uranium firms in Canada fully
foreign-owned? Even the investors are ‘lukewarm.’ What kind
of ‘security & prosperity’ is this party providing?

Sharon Lawrence, Central Saanich

LNG Tankers
The following letters was sent to Prime Minister Stephen
Harper and copied to Honourable Lawrence Cannon, Minister
of Transport; Honourable John Baird, Minister of
Environment; BC Premier Gordon Campbell; Honourable
Barry Penner, BC Minister of Environment; Honourable
Richard Newfeld, BC Minister of Energy, Mines and Petroleum
Resources; and Nicholas Simons, MLA Powell River and
Sunshine Coast. 

Gentlemen:    
On behalf of the Residents of Denman Island, we strongly
oppose the proposed West Pac Corporation proposal for a Liquid
Natural Gas importing facility on Texada Island, along with a
gas-fired electrical generation station. 

This proposal, which would see LNG tankers the size of three
football fields passing through constricted Gulf Island waters
every 10 days, would directly affect Denman Island and many
other coastal communities. Such facilities and their related
activities would create serious safety, security and
environmental concerns.

In the event of an ignited ‘breach-type’ flash situation,
temperatures reaching 2,000ºC would cause second degree
burns one mile away. 

The US has far more stringent ‘no-go’ enforcement laws
around such LNG tankers, including suspension of all marine
and air traffic along the route during the tankers passage (which
in this case would involve six different ferry routes as well as
several international airports and military airfields. The
Government of Canada’s first duty should be the protection and
safety of its communities.  

The gas-fired electrical generation plant proposed at Coho
Point on Texada Island would emit an estimated 1.8 million tons
of greenhouse gas emissions (equal to half a million cars) each
year, or 4.35 times the emissions of all 4 pulp mills in the Georgia
Strait. Again Denman Island residents would be directly affected
by this proposal with such close proximity to Texada Island.

We call upon all ministers and politicians to strongly oppose
West Pac’s proposal, and hope you will do everything in your
power to stop this project now. What is your position on this
proposal?

Executive, Denman Island Residents Association 

New 2 You Radio
Dear Editor:
Is anyone else as horrified as I am at what has been done to CBC
Radio 2? I love my classical music in the morning like most
Canadians love their caffeine, but now they've gone and turned a
unique and venerated radio station into a middle-of-the-road
mainstream mash of which there are more than enough out
there already. Shame on them!

Now what are all those faithfuls who used to tune into CBC 2
all day while working, relaxing, traveling, dreaming and
creating—because it used to be the only station one could work,
relax, travel, dream and create to—supposed  to do? Listen to the
internet? Imagine nursing home citizens, for instance, sitting in
their rooms and listening to Bach and Beethoven on their Dells
and Macs! I don’t think so! 

So, what’s next? Commercials? It makes you wonder if this
whole ‘New 2’ is not just some covert plan to attract future
advertising revenue or to run the CBC into the ground so that
public funds—aka taxpayers’s money—can be diverted into such
worthy projects as the tar sands, or the mission to Afghanistan!
If so, then double shame on them!

I really hope the CBC is tsunamied with expressions of
outrage. I hope somebody up there at CBC headquarters gets an
earful! And I hope that somebody's listening! Unless, of course,
he or she is tone-deaf!

Diane Engelhardt

Trust Executive Advises LTC
The following letter, dated August 28, was sent to the Galiano
Island Local Trust Committee by Islands Trust Council
Executive Committee.

Dear Galiano Island Local Trust Committee: 
At its meeting of August 26, 2008, the Executive Committee

discussed Galiano Island’s forest land issues. I am writing this
letter to you on behalf of the Executive Committee, as directed by
resolution adopted at its meeting, to provide the Galiano Island
Local Trust Committee with advice regarding this topic. Our
intention is to provide advice that we hope will assist you in
resolving some long-standing issues in your community. 

One of the Executive Committee’s roles pursuant to Islands
Trust Council Policy 2.4.i (Executive Committee Terms of
Reference) is to provide advice to local trust committees. I wish
to emphasize that the Executive Committee has no authority to
direct the Local Trust Committee in the provision of such advice.
The purpose of this letter is to provide advice based upon issues
and concerns that have been raised as part of public comment
that has been received and Trust Council discussions. The
purpose is not to revisit the debates or decisions that have
occurred with respect to Galiano Bylaws 199 and 200. 

The following list is an inventory of possible policy and
regulation changes that the Executive Committee suggests could
be used to enable establishment of one dwelling per Forest lot in
a manner that addresses the issues and concerns that have been
raised. Note that these suggestions are not directives and have
no binding effect upon future decisions of the Galiano Island
Local Trust Committee or the Executive Committee. 

The Executive Committee advises the Galiano Local Trust
Committee to consider the following suggestions: 

1. Consider removing the Rural Residential/Heritage Forest
(RR/FH) option from the Galiano Island Official Community
Plan. (Issues regarding management of rate of growth have been
identified pursuant to Trust Policy 5.2.4 and removal of this
option would contribute to the management of such growth.) 

2. Consider allowing in-stream applications under RR/FH
option to proceed, but not any applications received after August
25, 2008.

3. Consider permitting one house per lot on the F1 zoned lots
subject to: 

a. removing subdivision potential in Forest Policy b) ii) of
the Galiano Island OCP (this would also assist in addressing rate
of growth issues); 

b. replacing OCP Forest Policy b)ii) by considering removal
of the forest management covenant requirement on F3 zoned
lands and instead establishing ‘home plate’ regulations to deal
with siting and forest fragmentation on existing F1 and F3 zoned
lots; the home plate can also be designed to minimize the impact
of a dwelling above 140m elevation (the home plate concept is

LETTERS, please turn to next page
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Flat head needs more
protection, says NGO
While the BC government and local MLA Bill Bennett, Minister
of Tourism, Culture and the Arts, and a former minster of mines
give assurances that they do not think mining in the Flathead
River Valley is acceptable, MAX Resource Corp has recently
begun exploration, drilling for gold in the headwaters of the
Flathead River, reports Wildsight a local NGO.

Wildsight has been keeping an eye on mining exploration in
the Flathead River Valley, near Fernie BC. In recent months,
several projects have come onto the radar, including one by MAX
Resource Corporation of Vancouver. Currently, MAX Resource
is exploring for gold high in the BC Rocky Mountains above
Howell Creek. Howell Creek is part of the headwaters of the
Flathead River. 

According to the MAX Resource website: ‘MAX plans to drill
a minimum of 1,000 meters at Howell, with drilling having
commenced on July 21, 2008…. The Howell Gold Project is
comprised of 4,376 hectares in Southeast BC , straddling the
drainages of Twenty-Nine Mile Creek and Howell Creek…’

In 2004 the BC government placed a no coal-staking reserve
on a portion of the Flathead along the Canada–US Border
seemingly to protect this unique, uninhabited, low-elevation
river valley—the last of its kind in southern Canada.

‘There has been absolutely no sign of exploration stopping in
the Flathead,’ said Casey Brennan, a program manager with
Wildsight.  ‘We were pleased when the BC government placed a
no coal staking reserve on that part of the Flathead River Valley,
but have always questioned why the government doesn’t
implement a plan that offers real protection for this special
place.’

Brennan continued: ‘We all understand that there are legal
implications to eliminate mining from the Flathead altogether,
but Minister Bill Bennett said it best when he stated ‘it is not an
impossible task.’’

Brennan said that mining exploration continues unabated in
the Flathead River Valley and that a permanent solution must
happen ‘as soon as we can make it happen. Our government
leaders are taking baby steps on their way to realizing that an
industrial landscape in the Flathead River Valley is unacceptable.
We encourage our leaders to start taking bigger strides towards
implementing a solution that offers permanent  protection a
third of the Flathead River Valley and manages the rest in a way
that puts wildlife protection ahead of mining and oil and gas
interests.’ ✐

explained in more detail at the end of this letter); 

c. amending the Land Use Bylaw to require a groundwater
study as a condition of residential use (similar to that required
for subdivision in the Galiano bylaws) on areas above 140m due
to water recharge issues; this can be enacted as a works and
services requirement of the Land Use Bylaw; and 

d. amending the Land Use Bylaw to require, as a condition of
residential use, a statutory right-of-way for emergency and public
road access consistent with the Road Network Plan; this would
also be a works and servicing requirement of the Land Use Bylaw.

4. Consider giving priority to a review of the Galiano Island
Official Community Plan, including a review of island-wide
groundwater impacts. 

Planning staff advises that the ‘home plate’ concept is one
where an envelope of land area that is part of a lot is specified in
the land use bylaw as the area where buildings and structures
can be clustered. An example is found in bylaws that apply to
agriculture lands in the municipality of Delta. For example, the
home plate may be defined as a specified area that is located
contiguous with the front property line or in areas below 140
metres. A property owner may build within the home plate or
apply for a development variance permit (DVP) to build
elsewhere. If a DVP is submitted, then the local trust committee
may examine the proposal relative to OCP policies that address
forest fragmentation, ecosystem protection, groundwater
recharge management, and other planning principles. 

If the local trust committee chooses to consider this advice,
we encourage you to discuss potential options on how to proceed
with planning staff.  

Kim Benson Chair, Islands Trust Council Executive Committee

Islands Trust Has Gone Astray
Dear Editor:

Tony Law’s letter to the editor on recent Galiano bylaw
controversies (September 4, Island Tides) very clearly indicates
why the Islands Trust has significant turmoil. This point is
reiterated in another article where the trustees gave their
explanation on their vote. The Trust, and Mr Law among many
but not all trustees, unable or unwilling to abide by it’s primary
mandate ‘To Preserve and Protect,’ have wrapped themselves in
regulation and detailed bureaucracy which sets policy that is
contrary. 

Those in this organization should read the definition of what
a ‘trust’ or ‘trustee’ is. A trust is not always ‘nice,’ compromising,
nor an opportunity to follow a trustee’s own agenda. A ‘trust’ is
essentially a guardian.

The current Islands Trust, and Mr Law follow a line of
proactive policy agendas, that here on Hornby manifests itself,
for want of a better word, as social engineering. Trust and
trustees focuss on community, and compromising the
environment for people, rather then the other way around; not
what this organization was set up for initially. 

The issues are no more complicated then that. Trustees are
guardians not planners, nor social engineers or reformers, nor
the panacea for people’s problems—whether it be housing, the
want to subdivide to make more money, develop or maintain a
business or whatever. 

One could provide a litany of degradation and disasters that
have and are just ready to befall Hornby variance after variance.
In a ‘green’ time we have reduced set backs for septic from the
ocean, increased density and regulation allowing more
subdivision. Bylaws are created to legitimize conditions the
Islands Trust does nothing about which are already in
contravention. Bylaws so poorly considered and written as to
defeat the Islands Trust purposes. 

On other islands, it sounds like here on Hornby. And why do
trustees do such? To be personally popular—or to be reelected
for another term? 

The Galiano bylaws vote was 14 against approval to 12 for it.
For sure, this was the right answer in this particular case—but it
didn’t need complex work, or understanding and mounds of
paper to make the right decision. Two more votes for the right
answer is not a victory of any sort when 12 thought the bylaws to
be the right thing—it just goes to show how far wrong this all is.

Robert S Gee (former 1980s trustee), Hornby Island

Too Slow Islands?
Dear Editor:
I like scooters. I think the world would be a better place if more
people had them. Indeed, I inquired into purchasing one to help
save gas and the planet. However, based on my experience with
motorcycles, the topography of Pender Island and the price of
scooters, I found that to be eco-friendly in a safe manner was
beyond my means. You see, in my humble opinion, to transport
my wife, daughter, two bags of groceries and a video from the
garage up Scarff Hill without causing safety concerns would
require a scooter of at least 125cc, preferably 200cc, and 16-inch
tires. These scooters are available but at a price not
commensurate to most regular working families with children. 

The 50cc models, what I call mini-scooters, have become very
prolific on Pender Island. You can see them buzzing around
everywhere. You don’t even need a motorcycle licence. They can
be pricey but are far cheaper than most transportation. They’re
great. They’re even better if you live in flat country with good
roads to accommodate their small tires. If you live on Pender
Island with its potholes, ominous hills and you weigh 200lbs,
negotiating the terrain on one of these 50cc scooters could
represent somewhat of an ordeal. And if, in such a state of
discomfort, a pick-up passes close by you it can ignite some fairly
severe emotions. 

I made the mistake of initating just this response the other
day. I was driving my truck and came up behind a fellow who was
reduced to about 10 km/hr and was heading into a corner. Here
is where I, regrettably, made a mistake. Maintaining the speed
limit, I zipped around him and in doing so my driver-side tires
just creased over the yellow line. This elicited a loud volley of
curses and insults from the fellow who I had obviously offended. 

I admit I should have stopped as I do when I see deer, cyclists
or children on the middle of the road. I did stop to try to talk to
him a little further down the road where it was safe to do so but
was loudly assaulted with such colorful curses and insults that I
could feel my ears turning red and decided departure was best. 

I was talking to the police about how there are a lot of people
on the island who drive well under the speed limit and how they
get very annoyed when you try to pass them. The police said that
this was most of the island. I guess this explains why, when I
tried to ask the fellow on the scooter why he couldn’t pull over,
he screamed ‘This is a *#&%+%^ Island,’ 

I’m all for going well under the speed limit if you feel you have
to for safety or whatever. When I pull a heavy load in my little
truck and I cannot maintain the speed limit, I pull over to let  by
people who want to do the speed limit. It is called common
courtesy. Blame my mother for it. 

There are those of us who work on the Isand, who have
children, deadlines, and not enough hours in a day. If you feel like
you must drive well below the speed limit, that’s okay but please try
to show a little respect for others on the road who  would like to do
the speed limit by pulling over to let them by when it is safe to do
so. It may just make the Island a happier place.

Kim Davis, Pender Island ✐

Sat, Sep 27 and Sat, Oct 4
Pender Film Group Screenings— SAT SEPT 27: Five Ring
Circus; independent documentary irrefutably demonstrates how
a three-week event is changing Vancouver forever, and not
necessarily for the better, director Conrad Schmidt will be at the
screening; SAT OCT 4: Persepolis; (2007) animated feature film,
a poignant coming-of-age story of a precocious and outspoken
young Iranian girl that begins during the Islamic Revolution • All
shows 7:30pm, except where otherwise noted • Community Hall
• Admission by donation • Info: www.penderislands.org • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Sunday, September 21
A Great Day to Waste—no-charge drop-off event for
household hazardous waste • Recycling Depot, 349 Rainbow
Road • 11am–4pm • Info: CRD Hotline at 1-800-663-4425, local
3030 or www.crd.bc.ca/hhw • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Thurs to Sun, Sept 25 to 28
Garden Gallery Weekend Art Show—Oceanstone Studio
artists Bara Fallows and Richard MacKenzie; carved wood
sculpture, art dolls, garden vessels, fountains, and more • Insight
Art Gallery, 157 Georgeson Bay Road • Artists' Reception:  Thur,
4-7pm, weekend hours: 11:30am–4:30pm • Info:
www.oceanstonestudio.com • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Sat & Sun, September 27 & 28
Blues & Beyond—chord theory, improvisation and history
workshop with Annie Siegel; not necessary to be able to read
music, but a familiarity with chords & a basic working knowledge
of your instrument is needed • Denman Arts Centre, 1016
Northwest Road • 10am–4pm • $135 + materials fee • Info:
www.artsdenman.com, 250-335-1224, or toll-free 1-888-335-
1221 • ON DENMAN ISLAND

Sunday, September 28
10th Annual Salt Spring Island
Apple Festival—growing over 350
varieties of apples organically;
celebrating red-fleshed apples• Fulford
Hall plus 15 farms • 9am–5pm • Info:
www.saltspringmarket.com/apples • ON
SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, October 4
Affordable Housing Information Meeting & Forum—
meet Housing Task Force members, review materials,
presentations, review survey results, guest speakers, Q&A •
Community Hall • noon-3pm • ON PENDER ISLAND

islandtides@islandtides.com • 250-629-3660

LETTERS from previous page

Sandy Noble
Mortgage Consultant

Thinking about buying… Find out what you can qualify for!

Phone: 604.825.0081 • Email: noble.s@shaw.ca
www.migroup.ca/sandynoble

An intelligent way to get a mortgage.
 Lower than posted bank rates
 Gulf Island Financing 
 Self-employed
 (may not have to prove income to qualify)

 First-time buyers
 Debt consolidation
 No fee for consultant services

www.sandynoble.com



Mammograms on Salt
Spring

Age is the highest risk factor for breast cancer. Women aged from
40 to 79 have an opportunity to get a mammogram in Ganges
between October 1 and October 9. A visit to the Screening
Mammography Program (SMP) takes about 15 minutes and
does not need a doctor’s referral. Results are sent to both you and
your doctor.  

Another benefit of the program is that you will receive
reminders in the mail when it is time to screen again. Regular
screening mammograms can find abnormalities long before they
can be felt. Early detection means more treatment options and a
better chance for a full recovery. Call 1-800-663-9203 (toll-free)
for an appointment or to ask about opportunities for screening in
other areas.

Big Buzz about Car Stops
Car Stops were officially launch at a forum, ‘Moving Around
Pender’ (MAP) at the Pender community hall on September 13
(see photo, page 12). Organizer Barry Mathias says that the next
target is to increase the number of Pender Car Stops to three
dozen, so that the majority of the community can move around
the Island from one stop to the next. Eventually the plan is to
have car stops on all of the southern Islands so that people can
go inter-Island car-free!

Reading about Pender’s Car Stop program in Island Tides has
got other Islands interested, Mathias reports. Hornby Trustee
Tony Law has been in been in touch for all the details. He was
especially interested in the green ‘I give rides’ card for display on
dashboards on the ferries.

Mayne Islanders have called and Barry has been invited to
Mayne’s next ‘10-kilometres Dinner’ on October 4, to talk about
Car Stops.

Patrick Brown came up with the idea of decorating plastic
lawn chairs to install at car stops for those who are not good at
standing.

Fall Fairs
Most Island’s fall fairs wrapped up in August. The Salt Spring
fair, which began in 1896, Gabriola’s agricultural fair and
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Sheer concentration keeps Andy Kowak’s cardboard kaya afloat at Kayak Pender’s annual ‘regatta’ at Otter Bay
Marina. 

Son Keenan won the
race and then continued
to keep his kayak afloat
the longest by a supine
technique.

V i s i t  O u r  a d v e r t i s e r s  w e b s i t e sV i s i t  O u r  a d v e r t i s e r s  w e b s i t e s
www.islandtides.com www.islandtides.com 
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The official name is the ‘Adachi Community Pavilion’ but this impressive structure in Dinner Bay
Park was built by the Lions with help from local service trades so it’s known as the Lions Cook
Shack. This was a local, sustainable venture. The beams and various cedar boards are from trees
cut down to improve landing ability at Mayne Island’s heliport. The trees were milled on Mayne
Island and are now ‘recycled’ into their new form and function. The celebratory handover took
place at the annual Lions Salmon BBQ which as usual was a tremendous success.

Hornby’s fall fair rounded off the season of celebrations in mid-September. 
The centrepiece of these events is still much as it was when agriculture was the backbone of the

economy on the Islands. Fairs give recognition and pride for what we have created this summer
zseason—with the help of sun and rain—be it and food, flowers, compost or hay. 

With the current emphasis on eating local and backyard agriculture, showcasing the garden’s

Round The Islands

RTI, continued on next page
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A Better Way to Build
Save time, money and headaches.

• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct. 
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly. 
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.

Pioneer 1,673 sq. Ft

Russ Anderson
R. Anderson Technical Services

Duncan, BC
Phone: (250) 720-6000

Brian Haller
Mayne Island

(250) 539-0024

View over 100 plans at:
www.nelson-homes.com

SALT SPRING ISLAND:  
Mike Garside • 250-537-5527
1103–115 Fulford-Ganges Road 

SIDNEY: 
Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
A2–9769 Fifth Street
BRENTWOOD BAY: 
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
7178 W. Saanich Rd
OAK BAY: 
Gary Law  •  250-592-5544
112-2187 Oak Bay Avenue
SAANICHTON: 
DAN OLIVE • 1-877-633-0877   
Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd., 2-7855 East Saanich Road 

www.seafirstinsurance.com

Call Us Toll Free For Quotes On
• Homeowners • Farm
• Commercial • Bed & Breakfasts

autoplan

Photo: Kelly Irving, www.kellyidesign.com

At Penders’ fall fair: Michelle Masselink and her Icelandic sheep, with collie ‘Daisy’ making sure everyone knows exactly what to do.

Photo: Pene Hollingworth

Salt Spring’s Masonic Admiral Lodge Nº 170 celebrated its 50th
anniversary in Ganges, at the end of August.

bounty and the source of our dinners, fairs are increasingly
relevant to each of our Island communities. Blackberry teas will
be next on the list of community delights.

Pender Island Fall Fair ~ Sue Bailey
Our Showcase of Animals in the Livestock Section was certainly
a crowd pleaser due to the quality of the animals and the
tremendous showmanship of our presenters. 

Bob Twaits of the Salt Spring Island 4H Club showed the
traits and characteristics of a remarkably friendly and curious
Turkey as well as the quirky talents of his runner ducks. Young
Penderite, Alex Johnstone demonstrated sheep shearing. The
highlight of the livestock showcase was a sheep-herding
demonstration by Michelle Masselink of Hope Bay Farm on
Pender Island.  Michelle did a fascinating job of explaining the
intricate relationship of herder, sheep and dogs (see photo
above).   ✐

RTI from previous next page

T
h e pileated woodpeckers have come to the orchard once
or twice and left. Obviously reaching the same conclusion
I have—‘Not ripe!’ I am waiting for the figs, plums and

pears to ripen. Everything in my garden and orchard is behind.
We had a slow, cold start in May and June. From records kept
for the last twenty years, the average minimum temperature in
July was well below normal.

My garden ‘calendar’ is just as much about events, length of
days, and what activities I am doing. Well before Labour Day, the
prolific purple plum trees are picked by summer-Islander
friends and our off-Island friends. This year, they have all gone
home to their urban lives plumless!  

‘Are the figs ripe yet?’ ‘Not yet!’ The fig trees have an ardent
following among our friends and Jon loves fig trifle for his
birthday. We will just have enough coming on to meet this
birthday tradition—usually it is a race to keep them in good
condition in the cooler. 

Now, with the daylight hours rapidly shortening and the
nights being cooler, ripening really slows down. These  sun-filled
September days are great but shorter and the sun at a much
lower angle. Brilliant stars now fill the early morning hours that
were so recently filled with sunrise. 

This spate of sunny days allows for lots of time to rearrange
garden beds, plant early spring crops and loll around and soak
up the light into your bones. Redshafted flickers, and varied
thrush are now along the roadsides.

A Visitor
Last weekend a mentally disturbed young man from the Colony
Farm in Coquitlam—a controlled location for mentally disturbed
people who have broken the law—somehow navigated to

Saturna Island. Lots of people saw him and spoke to him and
thought he was a bit odd but ‘live and let live.’ Then, recognizing
circulated media, several Islanders notified the RCMP. Tim
Gregson of the Pender RCMP came over initially and the next
day he and another officer came over.   

After a short conversation with the man, who had been
sleeping in front of the Point Store at the ferry dock the man
punched Tim in the face, sprinted up the hill and disappeared. A
tracking dog arrived on the police boat and a helicopter began
circling the southwest end of the Island. With Islander
cooperation, the dog and the RCMP, the man was taken into
custody. The safety of the community was protected through the
efforts of our local RCMP and some Islanders. 

It is a sad thing to witness such distress and dysfunction in a
fellow human being, a stranger that no-one on the Island knew.
The state he was in, he was obviously a risk to himself and to
Islanders. Several Islanders commented that they were relieved
that the situation had not involved more violence than it did.

A Funeral
Parents Bea and Barry Carpentier and grandparents Geno and
Betty Carpentier invited Saturna Community to a celebration of
the life Tyler Carpentier.  Tyler spent the first years of his life on
Saturna with his sisters. Saturna and his grandparents were a
touchstone in Tyler’s life. While returning to his Alberta home
from celebrating his grandparents 53rd wedding anniversary
and an extended Saturna stay, Tyler and his cousin died in an
automobile accident in Red Deer, Alberta.

Twenty-five year-old Tyler was a lively and beloved member
of the family. A ‘unifier’ is how his dad describes him. He had
time for his younger cousins and a trip to the store for popsicles,

Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank

for his partner and young daughter, and close friends who
counted on him for his steady presence. He was proud of his First
Nation’s heritage and was a good round dancer.  He was tall, 6’
2”, and gentle, interested in people and their lives.

The family held a graveside service on a warm sunny day.
Family and close friends were there from British Columbia and
Alberta. While Bea directed, the male members of the family
shared putting the first shovelfuls of earth on the coffin as First
Nation music played from a car parked nearby. 

The family and Women’s Service Club arranged a lovely tea
and celebration of Tyler’s life in the community hall. Person after
person spoke of the meaning of Tyler’s life to them. Dawn Wood
our minister officiated, Shelley Crooks coordinating for the
family, spoke of how Tyler was a blending of his family’s gifts of
character as well as his own self. The stories and love expressed
were a comfort and joy to parents Bea and Barry. That night, a
family dinner was held for 40 or more people.

As parents and grandparents in Saturna’s community, we all
mourn the loss of one of the community’s children. To grow and
thrive our children push boundaries and limits and are
alternately brave and foolhardy. Every mother prays in her heart
of hearts that her child will come through this time of
reconfiguration and individuation that she herself survived. The
irrevocable loss of a child, a youth, brings us all into our hearts,
we reach out to comfort and be comforted. 

The graciousness and dignity of Bea and Barry in this time of
sorrowing is a  gift to us all. They have surrounded themselves
with the comfort and caring of their family and friends and
community, remaining present and grateful to all that is offered,
and holding a vision of love and strength. Tyler’s grave is glorious
with flowers and has a pack of cigarettes, a bottle of budweiser
and a bottle of peach cider among the vases. He was a big man,
a vital man—gentle and growing, loved and loving.

A Wedding
Saturna Island Girl, Cara Lee Money wed Darin Thomas on
Saturday, August 30. The family created a joyous wedding
celebration of family and friends, allowing for the blessing and
recognition of the commitment of marriage by the family, friends
and community. 

The happiness between the couple was reflected in the kind
of wedding that took place—lovely in every way with the best of
formality and room for lots of spontaneity. The wedding took
place in mother of the bride, Carol Money’s renowned garden.
The reception held in the Rec Centre was gorgeous and filled
with laughter as celebrants ate and danced the night away. At
one point, suddenly all the women surrounded the bride and
danced around her.    

The wedding was truly an Island affair with all aspects of the
wedding accomplished by family or Island entrepreneurs.
Parents, John and Carol Money and Cara’s four brothers and one
sister are delighted to have Darin join them as a member of the
family and to have Cara Lee so happy. Cara and Darin reside in
Port Coquitlam and Cara is continuing on in her school career
and work. ✐
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School District # 64 (Gulf Islands)

Looking for a flexible school option for your child? …

If you want your child to be working toward a
BC graduation and would like to have a BC
certified teacher guiding the learning and
offering best-practice learning resources, the
Gulf Islands (SD 64) Learning Design Partners
Program (LDPP) or District Learning
Partnership Program (DLPP) is for you.

Mayne Island
District Learners Partnership Program

Ty Binfet
250-539-2371

Saturna Island
District Learners Partnership Program

Steve Dunsmuir
250-539-2472

Pender Islands
District Learners Partnership Program/

Spring Leaves Program 
Martin Blakesley or Colleen Fitz-Gerald

250-629-3711

Galiano Island
District Learners Partnership Program

Dan Sparanese
250-539-2261

Salt Spring Island
Learning Design Partners Program
Oscar Hanson or Carol Janyk

250-537-1156

Benefits of the LDPP/DLPP include:

� Significant parental partnership
� Regular teacher contact
� Flexible pacing
� Rich learning resource budget
� Supports all learning styles
� Hybrid program between 

home and school

Prior to September 30, contact
the centre of your choice:

BRIONY PENN

Authorized by the official agent for Briony Penn

www.briony.ca

I made the shift.

l Party of Canada is the only party with a comprehensive
economic prosperity, social justice and environmental

r Member of Parliament for Saanich-Gulf Islands.

Please join me and make the shift.

G
arden books and magazines wax lyrical about the
benefits of animal manure around plants and trees but
very little about why. So here it is: the story of shit.

Manure is the partly decomposed left-overs from a good
meal, where the digestion of complex carbohydrates, fats, and
proteins to basic sugars and amino acids is well underway. So
much so that some of the same intestinal bacteria will often
continue their happy mission even on the ground. I am not
suggesting that the two processes are one continuum, simply
that there is a close relationship. 

Plants too require nutrition but will not thank you for a
sandwich or burger. The primary energy source for plants is the
sun. Through photosynthesis, a little water, and little carbon
dioxide, the average green plant will produce sugar which in turn
is converted into starch and maybe cellulose. Plants, however,
still require a base diet of minerals if they are to remain healthy. 

Most wild plants and trees are lean eaters and are able to
survive on traces of minerals gleaned from rocks or washed
through the soil from forest debris including the occasional dead
animal. 

Your average hybridised garden vegetable by contrast will
starve as quickly as you or I left to fend for ourselves in the
wilderness if they not provided with a supplemental diet. This is
not something limited to GM super plants, it is a process that has
been recognised and practiced for thousands of years across
every continent except Antarctica; in short, return to the earth
what you take from it. The most efficient way to achieve this is by
a liberal application of dung, manure, droppings—
callitwhatyouwanna. Dead animals are also a potential source of
chemicals for a hungry plant. In fact in wine producing Italy
there is an old adage that says you should plant a new vine on
ground where you have recently buried a dead donkey. All very
well if there are lots of donkeys, but the alternative is dung and
urine, and the richest dung is that obtained from the best fed
animal with the poorest digestive system. If the animal can
extract all the nutrients from its lunch then there will be nothing
left—literally, which brings us to the question of whose

droppings do we pick up. 
Traditionally, humans and birds are the richest depositors,

followed by pigs, rabbits, sheep, and horses, and here’s why. Most
of us are well fed or overfed and the ‘night-soil’ so produced is rich
in every mineral on the periodic table with the possible exception
of plutonium. Human faeces are excellent for growing crops,
however, fresh faeces can also carry live pathogens that will
continue to live in the soil, so it is vital that human excrement is
properly fermented before it is spread on the salad bed. Not easy to
reconcile in our flush-away culture; composting toilets are far
more efficient than conventional flushing ones and may be making
a slow comeback; watch for changing bylaws in your future.

The same principle applies to most mammals but the degree
of risk is considerably less. Chicken manure is also very rich but
for different reasons. Birds are not mammals. To put it plainly,
their urine and faeces exit together resulting in a ‘bird-lime’
exceptionally rich in nitrogen, potassium and phosphorus. In
aged bird-lime, known as guano, the nitrogen is considerably
reduced rendering it safe for plants and gardeners. Fresh bird
droppings, by contrast can be so strong in ammonia that it will
produce chemical burns and cause root damage if spread near
young plants. Six months in a compost heap will cure that
problem.

Manure from any well-fed, healthy mammal will suffice,
although here on the coast we have little access to elephant or
aardvark. Pigs come a close second to humans given that they are
omnivores, followed by horses if they are not on an all grass diet,
and horse manure is safe even when fresh. Sheep, goats and
rabbits if they are well cared for, all produce a fair quantity of
readily available plant food that will improve the diet of most
garden flowers and vegetables. The manure most generally
available (in supermarkets yet) in this country is the ubiquitous
bovine—cow and steer manure—aged and sterilised for your
convenience. It certainly has its value but these animals are
ruminants, they have four stomachs and after the bovine lunch
has been ruminated upon, there is little left except methane and
fibre. Aged steer and even so-called mushroom manure (twice

used) has some value but it sits last on my plant menu.
Some garden books do provide comparison charts showing

the relative mineral values of manures; however, they rarely
demonstrate the life expectancy of each manure after it has been
mixed in with garden soil. Once again, humans, pigs & rabbits
last longest, chickens & horses are usually good for two years,
while the offerings of cud-chewing cows are spent after a few
months. It has also been demonstrated that young growing
animals (teens) need more nutrition to build bones and muscles
and consequently are more efficient than older ones in extracting
food needs from their diet, which means that manures produced
by older animals are richer and better for plants. 

The droppings of farm animals left out in the field for a few
months while rich in fibre will have lost most of the nutritional
value through decomposition, rain and the release of gases.
Urine too will be lost to the field and diluted urine on its own is a
very effective fertilizer as it contains all the primary plant
chemicals in solution. Urine however, is effectively a chemical
fertilizer as it contributes little in the way of humus to build up
the soil, and, it is essentially sterile and therefore safe. Peeing on
trees is good for the tree, peeing on lettuces will only burn them
and ruin the flavour. 

The best resolution for collection then is the concrete floored
barn or stable littered with straw or wood chips that will hold
both the manure and urine together, plus a composting toilet.       

The simplest way to deal with animal manures is to spread
and dig them directly into the ground as soon as possible. Once
buried, the bacteria in the soil will enhance fermentation and the
soluble salts of decomposition will be held in colloidal
suspension in the organic humus instead of being washed away
by rain or excess watering. If in doubt, the alternative is to mix
any manure in the garden compost heap with a little top-soil for
a few months before applying to the ground. Otherwise, the best
way to store fresh manure while it ferments is in a closed bin. A
pile of manure can be stored outside but then it must be covered

‘It’s time to change the
climate in Ottawa with a
fresh new perspective that
is based on values and
principles we all share:
respect for each other and
a future for our children.’ 

Andrew Lewis

For more about Andrew and the Green Party of Canada:

www.andrewlewis.ca
1-866-656-2221

Your Green Party candidate for 
Saanich-Gulf Islands

Andrew Lewis 

Authorised by the Official Agent 

OLD GROWTH from page 1

billion, according to the study.
The study also excludes the role forests play in purifying

water and protecting fish habitat, which could make for a even
more robust argument in favour of conservation, Knowler said.

And though the study considers only a specific area of Lower
Mainland forest, he said the ‘surprising’ results could prompt a
rethinking of the current strategy around cutting old-growth
forest.

While the end results may differ in other parts of BC, ‘the
basic principles … are not so different,’ he said.

‘The biggest single benefit of preserving the forest was the
carbon capture benefit, and you’re going to get that in all old-
growth forests.’

The area studied is also home to BC’s entire spotted owl
population—just 10 birds that Gwen Barlee of the Wilderness
Committee says are on the brink of extinction in the province.

Barlee said the report refutes the government’s main
argument against protecting the owl: that it’s too costly to protect
their habitat, given the money raked in from logging.

Instead, the report shows that protecting the habitat of
endangered species actually has direct benefit for community
and human well-being, as well, she said.

‘Preserving these old-growth forests … could potentially
prevent species from going extinct, but could also help residents
of BC.’

Barlee is careful to point out the report doesn’t argue for an
end to logging, but instead calls for a reduction in the coming
decades.

‘We need to value nature in a different way than we have in
the past,’ she said.

The rapid decline in the spotted owl is one of many warning
signs nature is giving, Barlee said.

‘Typically, endangered species come from endangered
ecosystems. You have an ecosystem in such trouble that it can’t
support a species that has lived there for millennia.’ ✐

Good Life Gardening ~ Brian Crumblehulme

Farm & garden facts—or all you ever needed to know about manure

MANURE, please turn to page 11
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Relatives far away? They can keep up with the Islands by reading
the full copy of Island Tides on the Internet - www.islandtides.com

It’s like they are still  visiting!   

Gulf Islands Secondary School
Adult Education Programs

call Len Sokol
250 - 537 - 9944, ext. 248

Phoenix Alternative
Secondary Program

call Judy Raddysh
250 - 537 - 9944

Galiano Island
Student Learning Centre

call Glenn Goring
250 - 539 - 2261

Do you want to graduate?
Prior to September 30, contact the SD 64 Learning Centre of your choice.

Whether you need a few courses to complete your 
Dogwood Certificate  or want to earn an Grade twelve 
Adult Graduation Diploma, there are a surprising number of 
Gulf Islands choices.

� Self-paced courses – start any course at any time.
Available at all Learning Centres.

� Teacher instruction in the core courses at Gulf Islands 
Secondary School in ten-week modules starting at various 
times throughout the school year.

Adult Graduation Diploma:
� Only five courses are required,

… but you can take as many as you like.
� All classes are free and are challenge courses,

… no past records or prerequisite courses required.
� Previous work experience in industry or the workplace,

… can count as a course taken.
� Specific courses can be taken for college entry,

… e.g., Biology 12 or Math 11.

Mayne Island
Student Learning Centre

call Ty Binfet 
250 - 539 - 2371

Saturna Island
Student Learning Centre

call Steve Dunsmuir    
250 - 539 - 2472

Pender Islands
Student Learning Centre

call Martin Blakesley or Colleen Fitz-Gerald
250 - 629 - 3711

SD  64  • Gulf Islands:  A Community of Learners

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF
INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A 
DISPOSITION OF 

CROWN LAND

Take notice that H. Stewart
Gales of Salt Spring Island,
BC intends to make
application to Integrated Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for
a license private residential
moorage situated on
Provincial Crown Land
located in the vicinity of
Welbury Bay, Salt Spring
Island.

The Lands File Number
that has been established for
this application is # 1413953.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at # 142-2080 Labieux
Road, Nanaimo, B.C V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until October 19, 2008.
ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website at
http://www.al.gov.bc.ca/clad
/land_prog_services/progra
ms.html under Tenure
Overview and Program
Information for more
information.

Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF
INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A 
DISPOSITION OF 

CROWN LAND

Take notice that Paul Peter
Gladfelty and Candance
Olive Gladfelty of Village
Bay, Mayne Island, BC intend
to make application to
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region office for a license for
private residential moorage
situated on Provincial Crown
Land located in the vicinity of
Village Bay, Mayne Island.

The Lands File Number
that has been established for
this application is # 1413955.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at # 142-2080 Labieux
Road, Nanaimo, B.C V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until October 19, 2008.
ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website at
http://www.al.gov.bc.ca/clad
/land_prog_services/program
s.html under Tenure
Overview and Program
Information for more
information.

Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.

Island Tides’ journalist
named finalist for Jack
Webster award
Patrick Brown (not the CBC one) has been named a finalist in
BC’s Jack Webster Journalism Awards. 

In the category Business, Industry & Economics, Brown’s
article ‘Sub-prime fraud made simple’ (Island Tides, January
24, 2008) was cited. The other two finalists in the category are
Lena Sin, The Province: ‘Priced Out’ and Gary Mason, The Globe
and Mail: ‘Prince Rupert; New Hope’.

The Jack Webster Foundation, in honour of the late
broadcaster who was Western Canada’s best known and most
influential reporter, was established in 1986 to recognize
excellence in British Columbia journalism. The annual awards
are in 12 categories for print, radio and television journalism. 

Winners will be announced at The Jack Webster Awards
Dinner on November 6 in Vancouver.

Patrick Brown is currently in hospital recovering from an
impromptu heart valve replacement. He is delighted to be a
finalist and highly motivated to get well in time for the dinner,
for an upcoming interview with the other Patrick Brown at the
end  of October— and the elections!

Island Tides staff and contributors wish him a speedy
recovery.✐

We are the earth, in our nourishment 
We are the rains and oceans, in our veins
We are the breath of the forests of the land and sea

Thus opens a song inspired by the Declaration of
Interdependence written in 1992 for the United Nations' Earth
Summit in Rio de Janeiro by five members of the David Suzuki
Foundation. These lines express the reverence with which I
approach the topic of water, that element which comprises a
good 70% of our bodies.  

From its size, its weather and the of innumerable lakes and
rivers, in which our very history resides, I gather the impression
that Canada’s fresh water is its most abundant resource. 

On the Islands, as a small producer supplying our local
farmers’ market I am keenly aware of the amount of water
storage required for cultivating crops during our very dry
summers, even though we are blessed with nearly a meter’s
worth of precipitation annually.  

In planning a fine future for ourselves we must become expert
shepherds of this liquid treasure from heaven. This requires skill
in legal, trade, and political arenas to craft equitable contracts

with neighbours near and far; plus diligent scrutiny of regulation
and the actions of all levels of government.

Reducing Run-Off, Keeping Water in
The Ground

On the ground, landscaping determines the ability to recharge
aquifers.  Consider the lowly curb in your street; it functions to
prevent the land beneath your community from receiving its
annual allotment of moisture. 

We need building codes that ensure solid foundations for
roads and buildings but these aims need not be in conflict with
aquifer recharge. For example, porous driveway and parking
surfaces,  natural and constructed wetlands can support wildlife,
filter water, process sewage, cool buildings, and nourish urban
green spaces. The optimal place for water is in the ground or
wetlands as they give order of magnitude greater storage and
usefulness than reservoirs—though both have their advantages. 

On bare sloping terrain, tiny rivulets on gentle slopes can
eventually flow together to form earth-moving torrents as they

ELECTION from page 3
changes from the past. Dion is already weak—attacks by the NDP
could be politically fatal and almost ensure a Harper victory.

The NDP has historically avoided talking economics because
pollsters tell them they aren’t trusted on the economy, a self-
fulfilling prophecy that has played out for three decades.
Attacking corporate tax cuts and introducing green industrial
development is a breakthrough for a federal election. Medicare is
another key theme but regrettably the NDP have all but
abandoned the Afghan conflict and the militarization of
Canadian culture—presumably because the ‘support our troops’
framing of the Conservatives is too difficult to reverse.

Also, they have chosen a cheap populist theme, attacking cell
phone, bank and credit-card charges instead of hammering the
Conservatives on their dangerous, right-wing deregulation
agenda—even though people are still dying as a result of Harper’s
‘self-regulation’ changes to food safety. He’s done the same to
airline safety.

Greens: How Mainstream?
How about the Greens? Elizabeth May’s recent embrace of Blair
Wilson, a rejected and controversial Liberal MP from the Lower
Mainland, as the party’s first Member of Parliament should
remind us that the most important quality of any politician is
judgement. 

And on this one, May comes out looking too much like an
opportunist. May says, ‘This is indeed historic.... We are a party
whose ideas and policies are now in the mainstream of the public
debate.’ That’s a stretch. 

However, Blair Wilson was not elected as a Green and will
almost certainly disappear politically on October 14 having never
sat as a Green member of Parliament. His likely contribution: he
will lose but garner enough votes to elect John Weston, the
Conservative who lost by only 1,000 votes last time.

The Greens are not a genuinely national party yet. In many
parts of the country they have virtually no riding associations
(they have nominated just 115 candidates) but have put up
‘virtual’ candidates to scoop the federal election financing
money.

While May has been effective in attacking Harper on a
number of fronts, she insists on breaking a principle she held  for
many years: that the Green Party should not be trying to elect
members but should be forcing other parties to adopt a green
agenda. Unlike the Greens in the US, who have a policy of not
running against Democrats where they have a chance of
winning, May and her party are fielding a complete slate, once
again risking electing Harper Conservatives. That’s high risk
politics. 

Dion’s All-Too-Familiar Grits
Harper must be defeated and that won’t happen if the Liberals do
substantially worse than last time. That’s just a blunt fact of
political life in this election.

But it’s easy to forget what happened when the whole country
demonized Brian Mulroney and neglected to see the Liberals for
what they were and are: a party of Bay Street. Finance Minister
Paul Martin’s policies did more damage to the social policy
infrastructure and the standard of living of Canadians than
anything Mulroney did. As a result, we are still trying to catch up
to the real wage level of 1982 and Medicare is threatened like
never before.

Dion’s affection for the environment aside, the same big
business gang still runs the Liberal Party and they will ultimately
run any Liberal government, too. ✐

This article was first published in The Tyee, online newspaper.

Salish Sea Good Life ~ Peter Judd

Fresh Water: Making The Most of It

FRESH WATER, please turn to page 11

If the power goes out, will you be ready? 

• Residential, Industrial 
• Automatic Standby & 
  Portable generators 
• Sales, parts, service 

Coastal Power Service 
(250) 383-2536  www.coastalpower.ca 



O
n  September 2, a
group of Denman
Island citizens

gathered to witness the
transfer of a bell from the
Denman Island Seniors
and Museum Society to the
World Peace Bell Park in
Korea.  

This symbolic gesture
for world peace began with a
request from the Mayor of Hwacheon County,
South Korea. Late last year he asked
international delegates of the Otter Specialist
Group who were meeting in his area to
contribute bells from their countries to the
World Peace Bell Park. The Park, located on the
edge of the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), which
separates North and South Korea,  symbolizes
the effort to overcome the Korean peninsula’s
past history of division and to promote world
peace.

Denman Islander, Dr Jennifer Balke,
wildlife veterinary biologist and a Canadian
member of the Otter Specialist Group, took up
the Mayor’s challenge. A small sheep bell from
the Denman Island Museum's international

bell collection is being
been sent to Korea. The
steel bell bears the
leather stamp and
insignia of the Denman
Island Woman’s
Institute (DIWI) and
may have been worn by
the DIWI’s sheep when
entered in the local fall
fairs. Dr Balke noted

that, ‘This particular bell was selected from the
collection as it represents the Denman
community and embodies its peaceful agrarian
spirit.’

Dr Balke also remarked on the connection
between otters and peace. ‘River otters are the
only mammals currently passing at will under
the existing military fences spanning rivers
flowing between North and South Korea.  Thus,
river otters symbolize the spirit of reunification
of the Korean peninsula. As a result, otter
statues grace the World Peace Bell Park. In
addition, otters are Denman Island’s unifying
element, linking the sea, fresh water and land
components of our Gulf Island environment.’ ✐
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VERY RARE — 50+ ACRES ON COWICHAN LAKEVERY RARE — 50+ ACRES ON COWICHAN LAKE
5 5 LOTSLOTS $1,100,000 $1,100,000 TOTO $1,550,000$1,550,000

www.westcoastland.net

RRICHARDICHARD HHILLILL 604-948-0434604-948-0434
AAMEXMEX BBROADWAYROADWAY WWESTEST RREALTYEALTY

WATERFRONT PROPERTY ON VALDES ISLANDWATERFRONT PROPERTY ON VALDES ISLAND
4.95 4.95 TOTO 7 7 ACREACRE LOTSLOTS $189,900$189,900 BRENTWOOD (250) 544-4041 CEDAR (250) 722-7073 CHEMAINUS (250) 246-3273  DOUGLAS & BROUGHTON (250) 385-4728 DUNCAN (250) 746-4171

LADYSMITH (250) 245-0456 LAKE COWICHAN (250) 749-6631 MAYFAIR MALL (250) 385-4476 MILL BAY (250) 743-5534 SALT SPRING (250) 537-5587

SHAWNIGAN (250) 743-5395  WEST SHORE (250) 474-7262  WOODGROVE CENTRE (250) 390-7070  www.ISCU.com

*Each ‘Separate Deposit’ as defi ned by Regulations is guaranteed up to $100,000 by the Credit Union Insurance Corporation.
Interest rates subject to change without notice. †All term deposits shown here are RRSP-eligible. Visit www.ISCU.com for other term deposit specials.

Increase your wealth, 
not your worries.

Why put your money in investments that give you nothing but worry? Instead, invest in 
these and other great term deposits† from Island Savings and enjoy choice, fl exibility 
and, most of all, security*.

With Island Savings, you’ll also enjoy the satisfaction of knowing you’re supporting 
your community through fi nancing for local businesses and projects – something else 
that can help you sleep better. So call or visit us today to check out these great limited-
time term deposits. And see why we say, it’s good to be here. 

3.25%
1YEAR

CONVERTIBLE ANYTIME
TERM DEPOSIT*

A premium rate with the fl exibility
to convert if rates go up.

3.25%
18MONTH

CASHABLE AFTER 90 DAYS
TERM DEPOSIT*

Outstanding rate, 
cashable after only 90 days.

6.75%
5YEAR

STEP-UP
TERM DEPOSIT*

Year 1: 3.25%.
Years 2-4: 3.75%. Year 5: 6.75%.
Redeemable on anniversaries.

Coast

                     (604) 886-0917
          coast4cottages@dccnet.com

ottages

All Inclusive Lock-Up Packages

The Wilderness Cabin Company

C

Coast
ottagesC

Authorized Representative For

 B.C’s Premier Western Red Cedar
       Home & Cabin Packages

WWW.WILDERNESSCABIN.COM

          (Adams Model as shown - $61,450)

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF
INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A 
DISPOSITION OF 

CROWN LAND
Take notice that Robert L.

Conconi of North Pender
Island, BC intends to make
application to Integrated Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for a
10 year license for Residential-
Private Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown Land located
in the vicinity of Bedwell
Harbour, North Pender Island
BC.

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is # 1408652.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at # 142-2080 Labieux
Road, Nanaimo, B. C. V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until October 3, 2008.
ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. 

Please visit our website at
http://www.al.gov.bc.ca/clad/
land_prog_services/programs.
html under Tenure Overview
and Program Information for
more information.

Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF
INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A 
DISPOSITION OF 

CROWN LAND
Take notice that Douwe and

Dana Goedbloed of South
Pender, BC intend to make
application to Integrated Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for a
license private residential
moorage situated on Provincial
Crown Land located in the
vicinity of Plumper Sound,
South Pender Island, BC

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is # 1413952.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at # 142-2080 Labieux
Road, Nanaimo, B.C V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until October 17, 2008.
ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. 

Please visit our website at
http://www.al.gov.bc.ca/clad
/land_prog_services/program
s.html under Tenure Overview
and Program Information for
more information.

Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF
INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A 
DISPOSITION OF 

CROWN LAND
Take notice that Charles

Read and Liane Read of Salt
Spring Island, BC intend to
make application to Integrated
Land Management Bureau
(ILMB), Ministry of Agriculture
and Lands, Coast Region office
for a Specific Permission-
Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown Land located
in the vicinity of Ganges
Harbour, Salt Spring Island.

The Lands File Number
that has been established for
this application is # 1413956.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at # 142-2080 Labieux
Road, Nanaimo, B.C V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until October 25, 2008.
ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. 

Please visit our website at
http://www.al.gov.bc.ca/clad
/land_prog_services/program
s.html under Tenure
Overview and Program
Information for more
information.

Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.

Denman Island donates bell to World
Peace Bell Park in Korea ~ Patti Willis
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YOUR BUSINESS WILL BE SEEN LOCALLY AND ALL ACROSS THE
STRAIT OF GEORGIA, FROM AS LITTLE AS $30 
250-629-3660    islandtides@islandtides.com

D. A. SMITHSON 

& SONS

Well Drillers

539-5252  or
250-478-6937

Specializing in… 
PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for

Sundecks, Garage Decks
and Roofdecks.

CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

250-537-2990 or 
1-800-804-6288

Servicing the Gulf Islands

AUTOMOTIVE FOR RENT

STANDING SEAM
METAL ROOFING
FOR WATER

COLLECTION SYSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE

Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

LA
NCE VAESENROOFING 

Ltd.

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028

Fax 250-383-2198

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

MISSING
Missing from Walkers Hook one 16'
Lund aluminum fishing boat with 30
horsepower Suzuki motor.  Likely last
seen in Benmore Rock area.  $500
reward for return of boat and motor.
250-537-5018
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KLYNE 
CONSTRUCTION

Project
Management

• Residential, multi-residential, 
& commercial management

• High-end specialist
• Boat access locations 

welcome
• Serving Gulf Islands and 

Vancouver Island

Al Klyne 250-539-9887
alanklyne@telus.net

MARINE

ISLAND 
EXPLORER
PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LTD.

Southern Gulf 
House & Cottage Rentals

Pender Island Long Term: With
ocean glimpses this fine home has
a large living room, open concept
kitchen and dining area, hardwood
floors, 2 bedrooms, wood stove,
screened deck and fenced yard,
photos available-$900. 

This property defines ‘Panoramic
Views’, your own unique and
completely private aerie, west-
coast custom design on 13
forested acres, 3 bedrooms,
photos available –$2000.

Licensed Property Management
on the Gulf Islands since 1994.

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

Waterworks 
Bulk Water Delivery Ltd
• 3000gals Drinking Water •

Tank Filling, Cleaning,
Sales & Rentals

Pool Filling
CRD Health Approved
250-474-7912

FREE!
Scrap Car,

Truck, Bus &
Equipment  
REMOVAL

No Wheels?
No Problem!
Gulf Islands • Victoria

Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

FAAC Gate
Control Systems

Custom Built
Aluminum Gates

Tait Technical
Solutions

Authorized Service Technician

250-537-5268
samander@telus.net

WELLNESS
Sidney BodyTalk

A balanced body can heal itself

Lorna Chant, CBP
250-686-9654

9764 Fifth Street, Sidney 
(second floor)

www.sidneybodytalk.com
Safe, Non-invasive, Amazing!

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

ISLAND
MARINE

Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile

Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

WATER TAXI
Serving All The

Southern Gulf Islands

Docside Charters
(based out of Swartz Bay)

250-217-4488

- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope

Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing

- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

250-652-0599
www.flynn.ca

• Residential and 
commercial well drilling

• Well pump and water 
treatment systems

• BC Licenced Driller 
since 1994

• FREE on-site consultation
• Hydro fracturing to 

improve low yield wells

1 866 834 1600  /   250 391 6107
www.alliancedrilling.ca

COMPLETE WATER 

WELL SERVICES

ALLIANCE DRILLING

Rent or Lease
Quality Pre-Owned 

Cars & Minivans

GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

We will pick you up 
from Ferries & Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788

Monthly Rentals 
from $575*

Mention this ad & get 
10% off first month’s rental.

* Rates subject to change.

GSA Auto Rentals 

descend and run-off into rivers and oceans.
A vegetated slope allows water to pause at
numerous points of human usage along the
way. Absorbent, productive soils can then
release moisture gradually to lower zones
rather than shedding so rapidly that
sediment and nutriments are carried away to
pollute elsewhere.  

At the UN Habitat Forum in 1976, I
witnessed Australian, P A Yeomans, describe
his Keyline Plan for water management in
arid lands. Keyline designs have been
developed over these last 40 years to defeat
erosion, to provide crops in dry lands with
farm-scale equipment and to use the output

of urban roofs and roads for more than
simply flushing away to a river or ocean.

Rainwater harvesting does not deplete
downstream populations. Interestingly,
small dams (ponds) yield more water than
large dams, usually due to loses in
evaporation from the reservoir surface or
streams moving water through it. 

We can do much in our own run-off areas
with multiple, people-scale berms and
swales making multiple surface water
holdings that put water directly back into the
soil for crops, shrubs and trees while feeding
the depths as well. ✐

Hot Tubs
Infra-red Saunas

Sales & Service
Most Parts In Stock

gulfislandspas.com
250-538-8244

Serving All The Gulf Island
Insured • Licensed

Some of you may remember reading about
Hurricane Jeanne in September 2004 which
flooded Gonaives, last time around. Never before
in living memory had so much water come into
the city. There are three rivers that merge in
Gonaives before flowing into the sea, and all
three watersheds received torrential rains,
combining to wash away over 2,900 people and
flood the homes of over 100,000 people. Just
south of Gonaives there is a lowland depression
several kilometers across which was mostly scrub
brush and tall cactuses. After the flood, it
remained submerged for over a year. 

Our mission, Clean Water for Haiti, brought
in over 3,000 water filters to Gonaives in the
months following the flood which were for the
most part well received. Gonaives is a city with no
sewer system and every well and every latrine
were filled up with floodwater and mud.
Thinking of that disaster repeating itself a mere
four years later makes me feel queasy.

The biosand filters we make are poorly suited
to disaster relief. The best potable water effort
after Hurricane Jeanne was up and running in
days, by Oxfam if I remember correctly. They had
big, diesel-powered reverse osmosis filters that
provided enough drinking water for the whole
city, free. 

Biosand filters weigh 160 pounds and go in
people’s homes. They are a development tool, not
a disaster relief one. However, it is so hard to
know about people suffering without doing
something to help. 

Saint Marc is also flooded but I have not yet
seen the damage. There is very little traffic on the
national highway today, and the road to Port au
Prince has some very muddy places. I don’t know
if Saint Marc is passable, and Gonaives may only
be accessible by large trucks. In 2004 we were
able to get there in our Daihatsu truck but my feet
were underwater as we drove through the deep
parts.

Clean Water for Haiti is fine, except for a few
broken branches. We’re thankful that all of our
own people and equipment are okay, and
especially for our new roof, which doesn’t leak a
drop.

But Michel, one of our newer workers,
dropped by here this morning and I overheard
him saying ‘Roche tombe su kay la, tet chage.
M’pa ka fe anyen, map degage.’ literally
translated, that’s ‘A rock fell on my house. My
head is loaded. I can’t do anything about it but I’ll
make do.’ 

I asked Michel if I could survey the damage,
and we took a look. Well, a rock didn’t fall on his
house, it was a boulder. The house is quite
modest—a mud and rock affair perched on a
hillside. Michel was dozing on the home’s one
bed with his child and the boulder rolled down
the hill and smashed through the wall of his
house, throwing him and the child off the bed. It
seems Michel is a master of understatement,
something I have solid respect for. Michel also
impressed me Tuesday morning by being the
only one of Clean Water for Haiti’s workers to
show up for work—sharp at 6am. I told him we
were taking a hurricane break!

The surf became really high yesterday. Our
old boat (which now belongs to a friend of ours
but is still moored in the same place) became
swamped and sank. No waves came over the
wall, but they continue to come right up to it.

Please pray for Haiti as the storm rages on,
even if you don’t normally do that. There’s
another storm, Ike, on the way and it’s predicted
to reach category 2 before it brushes Haiti as
opposed to Hanna’s 1. I can’t imagine it being
worse, but praying is still a good idea. 

This evening the Montrouis bridge started to
sink. The Montrouis bridge is the only
connection for a good part of the country
between the north and the south. If the bridge
goes out we are essentially cut off from the capital
where most supplies come from. Hanna has
affected all of Haiti, not just a specific area. Please
keep everyone here in your prayers. ✐

Chris and Leslie Rolling are executive directors
of the mission Clean Water For Haiti which
makes and installs biosand water filters on
Haiti. Donations can be sent to Clean Water for
Haiti, c/o Vernon Alliance Church, 2601 43rd
Avenue, Vernon, BC  V1T 3L1.

HURRICANE from page 1

or the rain will wash much of the mineral content away as soon as it becomes soluble and any
ammonia will be lost through evaporation. 

It has been estimated that more than 80% of the nutritional value of farm and 100% of
domestic manures are lost through negligence and mishandling before any of it finds its way
to the garden or farm. This simple age-old technique heralded by the Romans and ancient
Chinese alike and responsible for the annual renewal of farms and gardens world-wide,
became yet another victim of urban paranoia and industrial marketing. Only by recognising
our symbiotic relationship with the land, applying appropriate technology, and by treating
plants and animals with respect, can we hope to recover some of the health, independence,
and control once shared by communities everywhere.  ✐

This article can be found at www.islandtides.com, in the Reprints section of our online
archive,  go through ‘Salish Sea Good Life,’ box in left column. It is a easy size to email to a
friend. It is a easy to email to a friend.

MANURE from page 8

Canada’s Climate Change Chance
The catastrophe of global climate change is upon us. Even if we started to seriously address it
tomorrow it would take a generation to even begin to create a post-carbon economy. With
secure supplies of oil and gas and careful government regulation of how quickly they are
depleted, and who gets to purchase them, Canada’s future as an environmentally and
economically sustainable country would be virtually guaranteed. 

But our Quisling elites, for all the rhetoric of being an energy super-power and the need to
be internationally competitive, has been eagerly selling off our energy heritage for twenty
years while the rest of us whistle in the dark.

At what point does a nation cease to be viable? In a market economy, once that elite has
abandoned its commitment to the nation, it is just a matter of time. And time, like Canada’s
oil and gas, is running out. ✐

SPP from page 2

FRESH WATER from page 9



Attractions &
Accommodation

Vancouver Island & Around the Georgia Strait (plus the Pacific!)

MAUI 
Vacation Condos

1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views

Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

CAMPGROUND
In the filtered sunlight of an old
forest. 10 min walk via Mouat Park
trails to Ganges or 3 min drive. 

Visa, Mastercard, AmEx

305 Rainbow Rd
Salt Spring Island
250-537-4346

gardenfaire@salt

Central Vancouver Island
‘HOLIDAY HOUSE’ 
B&B Motel • Rooms

Vacation Suites
FREE PICK-UP

20 min from Nanaimo Ferries
10 min from Nanaimo Airport

VICTORIA PICK-UP
Free with 1-week stay
1-888-310-2299

www.ladysmithoceanview.com
www.bbvacation.com
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Wish You
Were Here!
Y O U R  B U S I N E S S

W I L L  B E  S E E N
L O C A L L Y  &

A C R O S S  T H E
S T R A I T  O F
G E O R G I A

Pender Island
Oceanfront Suite

www.morningmoon.ca250-629-6579

Experience the restorative powers of nature

at Morning Moon Guest Suite

Affordable • Self contained

Spa treatments available

Five acres OVERLOOKING SILVA BAY
1 & 2 BEDROOM COTTAGES, fully equipped 
MARINA with fuel dock (VHF66A)
CAMPGROUND with showers & laundry
BOOK & MARINE CHART STORE

PAGE’S RESORT & MARINA

3350 Coast Road, Gabriola Is.     250-247-8931 www.pagesresort.com

Corporate Retreats
Looking for a new place for your retreat?

Clam Bay Island Retreat offers you a special place 

away from the hustle and bustle of urban life, yet only 

25 minutes flying time from Vancouver.  

Located by the ocean on Pender Island in BC’s Southern Gulf Islands. 

Website:  www.clambay.com
Contact Lesley:  250-629-6313

For reservations or further information
Email:  info@clambay.com

CABLE INSTALLATION SCHEDULE – Trincomali Channel and Strait of Georgia

Construction Activity Schedule 
(subject to change)

Installation of cables in Trincomali Channel early to mid-August 2008

Installation of cables in the Strait of Georgia mid-August to late September 2008

Construction work at cable terminal stations on 
Salt Spring Island, Parker Island and Galiano Island

continuing through mid-October 2008

Photo: henny Schnare, www.henny.ca

Last of the summer. Boats, planes and strollers in busy Montague Marina in

Montague Harbour, Galiano Island. 

The new Vancouver Island electricity transmission pylons crossing Parker Island

can be seen in the background, for more information, see advertisement this page.

Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick

Children and their parents gather for a parade to kick-off the
‘Moving on Pender Forum’ at the community hall. The September
13 event was the official opening of the Penders’ Car Stop system,
see ‘Round The Islands’, page 6.
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