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Galiano trust
committee will
host PMFL
meeting
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The Pender Islands Fall Fair showcased a variety of sheep, goats and poultry. Sheep shearing and goat milking
(demonstrated here by Ellen Willingham of Iona organic farm) were popular! This year a record number of entries were
exhibited at the community hall. Salt Spring’s Fall Fair is taking place at press time.

Galiano residents and landowners will
have the opportunity to meet with the
Private Managed Forest Land Council on
Friday, September 21. The meeting,
sponsored by the Galiano Local Trust
Committee (LTC) will be held at noon in
the Activity Centre.
This meeting closely follows the
publication of the latest draft bylaw
Nº197, which is intended to amend the
1995 OCP Bylaw Nº108. The
amendments propose changes in forest
lands policy, and incorporate detailed
provisions for the development of a
future road network.

Why did the Queen of Oak Bay run
aground?

First Nations tussle
over Gulf Islands

It wasn’t just that a split pin was missing.
Engine controls on the Queen of Oak Bay were
not set up to meet specifications, and this
contributed to the loss of control and the ship’s
grounding in Horseshoe Bay on June 30, 2005.
And there was nobody to let go the anchor.
The Transportation Safety Board has just
published its report on the incident. Its
significant conclusion is that the set-up of the
engines and clutches allowed a single-point
failure to disable the entire propulsion system.
The ship missed the dock, collided with the
marina, damaging 28 pleasure craft, and then
ran aground on the mud.

Two separate First Nations groups have initiated
court actions against the provincial government in
attempts to block the anticipated ratification of the
Tsawwassen First Nation treaty agreement.
The Sencot’en Alliance of First Nations, based on
the Saanich Peninsula, has challenged parts of the
recent Tsawwassen First Nation treaty settlement
which assert land and shellfish harvesting rights in
the Southern Gulf Islands (see Island Tides, August 9,
page 1, online at www.islandtides.com).
Almost simultaneously, the Cowichan Tribes, who
occupy territory to the north, have made a similar
claim. Both groups have charged the provincial
government with failing to consult them about their
traditional lands. At press time further information
about the Cowichan challenge was not available.
The Sencot’en include the Tsartlip, Tsawout, and
Pauquachin First Nations on the Saanich Peninsula
near Victoria, and the Semiahmoo First Nation at
White Rock. They claim exclusive rights to Pender,
Mayne, and Saturna Islands, and Boundary Bay.
Since 1993, they say, they have been trying to make
this point with the provincial and federal
governments. They have reserves on South Pender,
Saturna, Salt Spring, and Mayne Islands, and south of
White Rock on the Mainland. ‘We made it clear to the
Crown that our first and foremost issue was the
recognition of our existing Treaty before we discuss
any other land ownership issues. Clearly in our Treaty
from 1852 we did not surrender our ownership over
the Southern Gulf Islands and Boundary Bay.’
The Tsawwassen First Nation recently ratified a
land claims settlement that included an expression of
its general interest in the Gulf Islands, and shellfish
harvesting rights in some areas on the east coast of
the Gulf Islands. The Sencot’en insist that other First
Nations that used the Gulf Islands in the past had
only done so with Sencot’en permission. Therefore,
they claim, that the Crown should not have granted

Much of the OCP would be unchanged,
but the effect of any change whatsoever
in the OCP is that, after adoption, it
would retroactively take all forested
parcels previously registered as Private
Managed Forest Lands (PMFL) out of
the jurisdiction of the Islands Trust, as
well as any new ones registered.
The provincial PMFL Act, passed in
2004, provides for deferral of taxes on
properties, allows a wide variety of
industrial forestry activities, permits the
construction of a residence on each
parcel, and exempts the properties from
local government land use regulations.
PMFL currently includes substantial
areas of forest land on Vancouver Island,
and some on the Mainland. Many of
these are being logged or even clearcut;
development plans have already been
announced for some. Owners of a PMFL
parcel near Sechelt have announced
plans to create an ‘alpine resort,’ despite
the concerns of the Sunshine Coast
Regional District about possible impacts
both on the local watershed and on
transportation and other needs normally
provided by the local governments.

FIRST NATIONS CLAIMS, please turn to page 11

PMFL ON GALIANO, please turn to page 11

How a C-Class ferry works
The Queen of Oak Bay, a C-Class double-ended
ferry, has two diesel engines, and, at each end
of the ship, a single controllable-pitch propeller
and rudder. The two engines and two propeller
shafts are connected by four clutches.
These two engines operate in two modes.
When passage-making, both engines are
clutched together (using two of the clutches) to
drive the propeller at whichever is the aft end of
the ship. When docking and undocking, the two
engines are clutched together (using all four
clutches) to drive both propellers, (with the
direction and force of propeller thrust
controlled by the pitch of the propellers and the
angle of the rudders) thus giving the effect of
bow and stern thrusters.
Quoting the report, ‘In both modes, the
engines are mechanically coupled, effectively
behaving as a single unit. There is no automatic
means to isolate them in the event of a fault in
one; any change in the operating condition of
one is automatically, and instantaneously,
reflected in the other.’
The report also notes that, ‘Various other
combinations of engines/clutches/propellers

are also possible from the control station in the
engine control room, and either engine can
provide power to either propeller.’ But these
combinations are not available from the
bridge.
While engine room staff are aware of the
speed of the engines and what clutches are
engaged, the wheelhouse instruments indicate
only propeller speed, not engine speed or
clutch engagement.

What Happened
Thus it was that when the master of Oak Bay,
approaching the dock at Horseshoe Bay at
about 10am on the morning of June 30, found
that the propellers were not turning, he
immediately called for the engines to be
restarted.
Engine room staff were confused. They
could see that one of the engines had stopped
for some reason, and the other appeared to be
idling, but they could also see that all the
clutches were disengaged. Responding to the
master’s command, the engineers attempted
unsuccessfully to restart the stopped engine,
but they had not had time to determine why it
had stopped.
Meanwhile, without propeller thrust, the
rudders had little effect, and the ship, sounding
its whistle continuously, proceeded inexorably
at about four knots towards the marina.
The anchor could not be dropped because
no crew member had been assigned to stand by
the anchor winch when docking.
Down in the engine room, after the vessel
had stopped on the mud, the crew attempted to
reconstruct what had happened. It appeared
that the governor on #1 engine had become
disengaged from the fuel racks which control
QUEEN OF OAK BAY, please turn page 2

PMFL Trumps Local
Government

Pre- Or Post- PMFL
However, because the Galiano OCP
predates the PMFL Act, current PMFL
landowners on the Island cannot seek the
protection of PMFL until some change is
made in the OCP. If the OCP is amended
in any way, a number of landowners have
indicated that they intend to pursue this
opportunity.
As well as permitting the construction
of a residence on F1 zoned land (where it
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19
WE

0340
1314

3.3
9.8

1.0
3.0

27
TH
VE

0458
1033
1652
2316
0607
1115
1713
2359

9.8
5.2
10.5
3.3
9.8
6.2
10.8
2.3
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1.6
3.2
1.0
3.0
1.9
3.3
0.7

20
TH

0439
1406

3.3
10.2

21
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1443

3.3
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29
SA

0719
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7.5
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3.1
2.3
3.3

22
SA
SA

0647
1513
2058
2349

3.0
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8.5
8.9
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SU

0047
0836
1254
1804

1.6
10.2
8.5
10.8

0.5
3.1
2.6
3.3

3.0
10.2
7.9

0.9
3.1
2.6
2.7
0.9
3.1
2.4

23
SU

0743
1538
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1
MO

0138
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1834

1.3
10.5
9.2
10.5

0.4
3.2
2.8
3.2

0116
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2130
0234
0913
1617
2200
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3.0
10.2
7.2
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0.9
3.1
2.2
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2
TU
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1634
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3.9
10.5
4.6

2.8
1.0
3.1
1.8
2.9
1.2
3.2
1.4

1.3
10.8
9.5
9.8
2.0
10.8
9.2
9.2

0.4
3.3
2.9
3.0

9.2
3.3
10.2
5.9

0233
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1551
1909
0335
1227
1822
1955
0443
1325
1945
2131

2.3
10.8
8.5
8.9

0.7
3.3
2.6
2.7

ME

JE

1.0
3.1

JE

1.0
3.1

VE

DI
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TU
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26
WE
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28
FR
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3
WE
ME

4
TH
JE
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0.6
3.3
2.8
2.8
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A slight problem with arithmetic ~ Patrick Brown
On August 15 the Electoral Boundaries Commission published
its ‘Preliminary Report,’ a beautifully produced, full-colour, 454
page book, complete with many maps, photographs, charts, and
yards of text, and accompanied by a separate summary
publication, and a CD. Boundary revision is a regular task
because of demographic shift, particularly because of variation
between city and country.
Legislation and jurisprudence in Canada has established and
reinforced the principle of ‘representation by population,’
despite the Canadian fact that these differences may be huge. It
is not acceptable to set legislative or parliamentary
representation on any other basis, even if the resultant ridings
may exceed the size of well-known European countries— albeit
without their transportation and communication infrastructure.

The Instructions
This time around, the boundaries commission had an additional
task—to define STV ridings in preparation for the 2009
referendum. The Legislature’s instructions to the commission
were clear and statistical:
• to propose electoral districts for the current first-past-thepost system with populations that did not deviate more than
25%, plus or minus, from the average ‘electoral quotient;’
• next, to propose STV districts which were combinations of
those new districts, and which had populations per member
which did not deviate more than 25%;
• to set electoral boundaries that would achieve this,
considering geography, density, growth rate, and accessibility of
each area;
• the number of MLAs, currently 79, could not exceed 85. The
reason for this limit was not clear, but it may have had something
to do with the configuration of the legislative chamber in
Victoria.
The commission was also permitted to invoke ‘very special
circumstances’ to recommend variations more than 25%, but
they were not told what those circumstances might be. The
commission noted that 17 of the current districts had variations
of greater than 25% and concluded that since 17 districts could
not all have ‘special circumstances’ there was no good reason for
any of them to claim ‘special circumstances.’

The Districts
The Commission did its work, including a great deal of
arithmetic. It concluded that it could define 81 electoral districts,
none of which varied more than 25% from the average electoral
quotient. This would give one less electoral district in each of
three regions of the province, and one extra electoral district in
each of five regions.
QUEEN OF OAK BAY from page 1
how much fuel is fed to the engine (because of the missing 30mm
x 3mm split pin, the nut had fallen off the connection). Engine #1
had been fed more fuel and speeded up, pulling the #2 engine
with it.
The overspeed safety trip on #2 engine, since it was set lower
than the overspeed trip on #1 engine, shut #2 down first, then
the overspeed trip shut #1 engine down. However, part of the #2
engine fuel rack was incorrectly set and did not shut down
completely, and it merely returned to an idle setting.

How Marine Diesel Engines Work
Marine diesel engines do not have throttles or carburetors.
The speed of a ship’s diesel is controlled by a governor, which
attempts to keep the speed of the engine constant whatever
the load. The governor in turn controls the rack which
regulates the amount of fuel fed to the injectors. If the load
increases, more fuel is fed to the injectors to maintain the
engine speed. The engines on the Queen of Oak Bay normally
run at 325 to 450 rpm (revolutions per minute).
The overspeed control is set to shut down the fuel supply
automatically if the engine rpm exceeds a pre-set limit, above
which mechanical damage can occur. (On the Queen of Oak
Bay, the overspeed shutdown was set at 524 rpm on #1
engine, and 511 rpm on #2 engine.)

What the TSB found
The TSB report notes that, besides the missing split pin (which
was never found) and nut (which was found underneath the
engine) the fuel rack linkages had considerable looseness, and
the linkage on the second engine had been replaced with a nonstandard fabrication. The governor linkage on #2 engine was
found to be bent. Cross-linkages between parts of the
mechanism were also found to be installed at non-standard
angles, and the fuel control racks for the two cylinder banks on
#2 engine were not set equally. (Inspection of other C-Class
vessels showed similar problems on the Queen of Surrey.)
The engine governors had been removed, overhauled, and

The only problem was that the three regions losing a district
were rural: the North, Cariboo-Thompson, and ColumbiaKootenay. And the five gaining a district were (sub)urban:
Okanagan, Fraser Valley, Surrey, Burnaby and New
Westminster, and Vancouver.
It seems probable that the Electoral Commission realized that
they had a bomb on their hands. Which is maybe why this is
called a Preliminary Report, and why it explains the terms of
reference in some detail. It also explains that they had
considered whether they should preserve the existing number of
seats in each region. As they said, ‘The Legislative Assembly
could have made that our mandate but it did not.’

The Fall-Out
Evidently they decided to do their arithmetic exactly according to
the terms of reference, and let the legislators deal with the
results.
It didn’t take long for Premier Campbell to realize the
explosive nature of the Commission’s recommendations; almost
immediately, he expressed surprise that things hadn’t worked
out. And it didn’t take long for the populations of the three losing
regions to make themselves heard.
So the Premier wrote to the Speaker of the House last week,
advising him that the Government would be introducing, early in
the fall sitting, legislation to give the Electoral Boundaries
Commission new numbers to work with, in the hope that they
would get it right next time.
‘It was never my government’s intention, nor I dare say the
Legislature’s intention, to reduce existing levels of regional
representation that are already challenged to ensure rural British
Columbians have fair access to effective representation,’ wrote
the Premier.
He then goes on to quote Hansard (to the Speaker!) to prove
that the government was committed to preserving
representation from northern BC, and that their intentions were
so pure that they didn’t put this in the terms of reference to the
Commission.
The new legislation, writes the Premier (just in case the
Commission doesn’t get it) will specifically require the
Commission ‘to add back the three seats to the three regions
affected.’ It will now also allow an additional eight seats (over
today’s 79) to a maximum of 87 (it’s not clear where the
members will sit) in order to even things out. Maybe, just maybe,
the Gulf Islands can be separated from Saanich?
The premier correctly identifies the need for the commission
to do its arithmetic all over again. Warm up the computers,
commissioners. ✐

reinstalled during the mid-life upgrade of the ship, which was
completed on June 8, 2005. Records did not indicate who had
done the reinstallation. Further adjustments were made to the
#1 engine governor by the subcontractor, Prime Mover Controls,
on 23 June, 2005.
The TSB report notes that faults in the linkages, the bent
linkage, and the absence of the split pin had apparently not been
noted in the regular daily inspections of the engines by each
watch. No planned maintenance procedures existed for the
engine fuel control linkages. Said the TSB: the fact that the
problem with the split pin was not detected would indicate that
supervision/verification of the work was ineffective at all levels.
The TSB also criticized BC Ferries Safety Management Systems
for not highlighting inspection of those engine-room
components that were safety critical.

What They’ve Done About It
The TSB report has been published over two years after the
Horseshoe Bay incident but BC Ferries has already implemented
improved inspection and documentation procedures, to verify
the integrity of the engine control linkages at least twice a day. CClass vessel procedures now require that a deckhand be
stationed by the anchor windlass while docking. A ‘failure
modes, effects and criticality analysis (FMECA)’ study has been
done, resulting in re-writing of planned maintenance job and
contracted service plans (not yet completed). Fleet maintenance
standards have been rewritten and are now being peer reviewed.
BC Ferries personnel have been assigned to perform quality
assurance on propulsion control systems, with the possibility
that outside quality assurance assistance may be used. Sea trial
procedures for engine shut-down for C-Class vessels have been
revised. Contracts for refit work have been reviewed to make it
clear who it responsible for what. Record-keeping procedures
are being revised.
BC Ferries CEO David Hahn has estimated that it would cost
$50 million per ship to prevent a single-point failure from
disabling the entire propulsion system (see Editorial, Page 4). ✐
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
his sunshine is marvelous coupled with
cool nights for sleeping. The stars have
been brilliant with several prominent
planets visible at dawn—which is now coming
as late as 6am. The papery Arbutus bark is
dropping to the ground and makes soft
crinkling sounds as it dries in the sunny
afternoon warmth.
The two old plum trees that came with the
farm have hundred of pounds of fruit on them
this year but our apple crop is sparse. Long ago
I asked Lorraine Campbell what the old
orchard plums are called having seen them in
the orchards of abandoned homesteads, She
said, ‘everyone just calls them Island Plums!’ So
that is what we call them.
In contrast with previous years, the yield on
the fancy pears that we planted back in 1982 is
positively negligible and they are going to
require only one box each for picking. Same
story for the new plums.
We have had a little standing army of
crossbills and siskins that moved in when the
figs were ripening. Their funny crossed bills,
which are so useful for getting the seeds out of
fir cones, seem to be a demanding adaptation.
To my surprise they are in no way hindered
with their specialized bills when it comes to
eating fresh figs!
We are still listed for a critical water
shortage, which essentially means no water use
outside the house. The Island is very dry.

T

Ecological Education Centre
Buzz and bustle has receded as the visitors have
left to rejoin their winter lives. Our school,
however, is in a delightful vibrant uproar with
the Saturna Ecological Education Centre in full
swing. We have eight high school students that
come over by school boat on Monday morning
and leave Wednesday afternoon. Matt
Burnaby, Britany Oswell, Natalie Shergold,
Rachel Gerlach, Clorisa Simpson and Ted
Ritson are all from Salt Spring. James
Thiebault comes from Pender and Jenna
Balkemore is from Nanaimo.
The high school students are paired with our
students and each pair is working specifically
on a project called ‘Islands’ in which they
‘create’ their own island, culture and natural
history from the ground up—contours,
topography, water catchments, flora and fauna
and streams—plus Islanders. The results of
their work will be presented to the community
in December and January.
The five girls are staying with Steve and
Laura and the three boys are at Bev and Bob
Bruce’s. They made a fun trip to our Recycling
Free Store to stock up on towels and linens and
other necessities for their home stays. The
young men staying with the Bruces are good
cooks and are giving able assistance.
Camaraderie is high and growing among the
students as they work together and get to know
each other.
Steve says that our kids love the bustle; the
greater social activity and more stimulating
learning environment created by the mix of
elementary and high school students. The
course that the high school students are taking
is called ‘Teaching and Learning.’
One of the parents came to spend the day
and said, ‘I thought this program would be
good but not this good!’

Saturna School News
Sharon Schermbrucker, who has presented the
Island with fabulous professional choral
concerts and taught singing on the Island for
two summers and was distinguished by being
named the best music teacher in BC, will be
teaching at the school. We will proably see the
results of singing, and basic chording on
baritone ukuleles at the next Christmas
Concert.
Our school has said good-bye to Jasmine
Lee-Lambert for this year while her family is
living in Victoria. Jasmine and her parents have
been a wonderful part of the school
community. The family assures us all that
Saturna Island is always home and they will
return.
Jessica Reveley, our part-time teacher from
last year, is now living on-Island full time and

Commentary ~ Patrick Brown

her daughter, Indigo, has joined our school
community.
In the late summer, many community
members helped build picnic tables to be used
as outdoor learning centres for the school. The
money for construction materials came from
the Salmon Auction held at the Saturna Lamb
BBQ last July.

Dog Show
The Saturna Lions Club held their 8th annual
‘Dogs and Dog’ show. About a hundred people
watched the capers of the 30 or so dogs as they
went through their paces in the many classes.
Reg Campbell and Buddy won the dog and
owner Look-alike award. Marian Dombovary
and Buddha won the Best Misbehaved award,
Charlie the Beagle accompanied by Gitta
Nelson won Best Trick for performing many
one-footed pirouettes while yapping, followed
closely by second-place Jenn O’Nilson and
Kazan who balanced a cookie on her nose for a
breathtakingly long time before getting Jenn’s
signal to eat it! High Point Trophy winner for
the second time was 16-year-old Laura Mackie
(Marie and Walter’s granddaughter) and
Casper the golden lab. Best Junior Handler was
7-year-old K Wilson with Roxie. Al and Kathy
Stonehouse ran the complete set up on the ball
field, including an epicurean spread of hot
dogs, with assistance from many other Lions
and dog show judges Senator Pat Carney, Judy
Tipple, Jon Guy and John Money. This was a
wonderful, sunny Sunday event.

Islets
‘Islets: Tiny Treasures’ was an evening
presentation with park interpreter, Athena
George, on September 8. Athena’s
presentations are a fun mix of hands-on, facts,
actual specimens and great photographs.
Featured were islets, oystercatchers, harbour
seals, and the plant, sea blush. The 25 people or
so had a marvelous time and learned lots.

Community Harvest Dinner
A community harvest dinner will be held on
Wednesday, September 26, date of the next full
moon. The organizers are hoping to create the
meal entirely with Island grown contributions
from Islanders. The group ‘31 Square-Saturna
Eats’ in conjunction with Déjà vu Seafood and
Steakhouse at Saturna Lodge will present the
local foods dinner prepared by Chef Shawn
Fitzgerald. I have heard tell of several plump
local deer, fed on local garden fare that could be
nominated to attend this dinner.
Topics for the evening will be local foods and
food gardening experiences. There will be a
cash bar and Saturna Winery will provide a
wine paired with appetizers. Shawn and the
hosts are volunteering their time and energy for
this inspiring event. Reservations are required
and tickets are $15 each to cover costs. Any
monies left over will be donated to the
ambulance fund.
Organizers Juliet Kershaw and Nancy
Phillips would be pleased to have help
coordinating harvesting and pickups. As ‘31
Square’ is also looking for a list of food available
within a 100-mile radius for a Thanksgiving
Feast, please give your suggestions to them.
There has been a community dining
tradition with locally obtained comestibles,
according to Jim and Lorraine Campbell. In the
’50s and ’60s there were Thanksgiving and
Halloween Dinners, both of which featured
venison. Lots of people played bridge together
and someone had the idea that whoever won—
the men or the women—had to make dinner for
the winners. The women lost and Ann Bavis,
Jim Bavis’ aunt, organized the women into
making a goat-meat dinner for the men.

Margaret Fry Celebration

P3s:—Partnerships?
A major element of the movement towards the
destruction of accountable government is the
spread of the public/private partnership (P3),
where the private sector not only contracts to
carry out a government function, but takes
responsibility for managing it as well.
Such arrangements can be highly attractive
to private companies, particularly if they are for
the long term. Long term P3s often involve a
corporation in not only providing a service, but
also constructing and financing government
facilities, thus locking in the arrangement at
least for the duration of the financing.
From the corporation’s point of view, this
creates a government guaranteed monopoly,
with a firm contract, often guaranteed
escalations in revenue, and
with the
government responsible for dealing with any
complaints the customers (generally the
citizenry) may have. A nice piece of business.

The above is true even if circumstances or
governments change, as they invariably will
over the long term. In fact, one of the effects of
P3s is to fetter future administrations, to render
permanent the privatization arrangements. (To
‘fetter’ means to make it legally impossible to
change; it used to be that one administration
could not fetter a subsequent administration,
but this has now proved impossible to enforce,
either legally or politically.) The freedom of
action of future governments is inevitably
constrained by the privatization actions of the
present government.
Further, once a government has lost a
function to a P3, it also loses the skilled
workforce required to take it back. This is true
to an even greater extent than it would be for
‘contracting
out,’
because
necessary
management skills are also lost.

From the Citizen’s Point of
View

Not a Good Deal for the
Government

It’s an even worse deal for the citizen taxpayer,
because even if he votes to change the
government, he knows that, in all probability,
the P3 contract will not be changed or reversed.
Under the guise of ‘commercial confidentiality,’
information on the privatized operation cannot
be made available. Transparency disappears.
Government officials will be reluctant to
evaluate the private partner’s performance, lest
they be held accountable for something they
can’t control. Politicians will be reluctant to
comment, for the same reason, or in case they
get blackmailed, threatened, or sued. In fact,
nobody’s accountable—and the situation is
permanent.

But it’s not such good value for the government
or the taxpayer. The government usually cannot
break the contract unless it can prove that the
corporation is not performing its duties—
generally difficult to prove, and even then a
broken contract is an invitation to a nasty
lawsuit.
The corporation, on the other hand, finds it
relatively easy to change the contract. Changes
in terms or responsibilities are unlikely to meet
with much objection from bureaucrats; pretexts
for increases in charges are easily found, and
the taxpayer, not the company, has to find the
money. And there is always the possibility that
the corporation may abandon the contract,
leaving government at the mercy of citizens,
and with no ability to provide the accustomed
service.

Deliberate Privatization
Throughout Canada, the US, and Europe, a
PUBLIC/PRIVATE, please turn to page 9

thoroughly enjoyed the music of Toni’s Jazz Troupe, vocalist
Jama Lee and the artful tap dancing of Wes Knapp. Paul, who is
a player himself, adores jazz, especially Dixieland, organized the
original jazz dance to celebrate his wedding to Pat Carney.
This year the band played and sang ‘Unforgettable’ in honor
of soon to be wed Gord Kristjanson and Elaine. Honouring their
anniversary, and thanking them for their efforts, Paul and Pat
were presented with lovely bouquets from Island gardens by
Marcia Harter and Wes Knapp, who did lots of the groundwork
to create this event.

www.shorelinedesign.ca

Hazardous Waste & Bottle Drive
On Saturday, September 22, CRD is holding a no charge, dropoff for household hazardous waste. This will be held at the Rec
Centre from 10am–2pm. I am really looking forward to this
opportunity. In the 25 years we have been here I have
accumulated lots of dubious stuff that I didn’t know what to do
with and I am grateful for an opportunity to have it handled for
me right on the Island.
Also on September 22, from 9am–1pm, the school is holding a
Bottle Drive in the General Store parking lot. You can get pick-up
for your empties by calling the school. The kids are working hard
to raise money for all kinds of projects helped by their parents.

• fully insured
• excellent
references

Underwear Affair
Elizabeth Herejk and Barb Hicks want to thank Saturna
community for its marvelous generosity in pledging to the BC

Peter Christenson

250-629-8386

specializing in water access
over steep & rugged terrain

SATURNA, please turn to page 6

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria

The Fry family would like to invite the Islanders
to a celebration of Margaret Fry’s life on
Sunday, October 7. It will be held at the Rec
Centre from 2–4:30pm. Children are most
welcome. The family invites the community to
share memories of Margaret with them.

Jazz Dance

For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Paul White’s 10th Annual Jazz Dance was a
dazzling success! About a hundred and fifty
people came and danced, visited and

Phone:

(250) 386-7643

We’re all about the Islands
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

SHORELINE DESIGN

NANAIMO

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com

S

E

A

P

L

A

N

E

S

Our Islands. Our World.

Page 4, ISLAND TIDES, Sept 20, 2007

Editorial: What price safety?
18,000 copies this issue
Every Second Thursday

SALISH SEA’S ONLY FREE &
MAIL DELIVERY NEWSPAPER

12,000 copies delivered to
Gulf Islands’ households

6,000 copies on the Ferry Routes,
in Sidney, Victoria & north of the
Malahat to Nanaimo
www.islandtides.com

ISLAND TIDES PUBLISHING Ltd
Box 55, Pender Island, BC, V0N 2M0
Owner, Publisher & Editor: Christa Grace-Warrick
Contributors: Patrick Brown, Priscilla Ewbank
Julie Johnston, Mary Cooper, Barry Mathias
Peter Lamb, Brian Haller, Kelly Irving

Tel: 250-629-3660 • Fax: 629-3838
Email:news@islandtides.com & islandtides@islandtides.com

Deadline: Wednesday between Publications
Off-Island Canadian Subscriptions $42.40
Voluntary Mail & Box Pick-up Subscriptions $26.50

t turns out that it was not just a cotter pin, though ‘for the
sake of a cotter pin the ship was almost lost.’ In the June 30,
2005 Queen of Oak Bay accident, it was a lack of an
emergency failsafe mechanism that caused the ship to plough
through a marina and run aground at Horseshoe Bay.
But BC Ferries CEO David Hahn has indicated that he is
unwilling to reconfigure the propulsion systems on Queen of Oak
Bay and her five C-Class sister ships, because they are too old
(the Queen of Oak Bay was built in 1981). However, he’s just
spent $35 million on a mid-life upgrade for the Queen of Oak
Bay. Next, in justification, he said that it would cost $50 million
for each of the C-Class vessels, a total of $250 million (to add to
the billion-dollar debt). We question the advice he’s getting. Fifty
million bucks per ferry?
So what’s the problem (see also related article ‘Why did the
Queen of Oak Bay run aground?’ on page 1)? The concluding
words of the Transportation Safety Board report, just published,
are:
‘While it is not uncommon to have two or more engines
clutched to common propulsion shafting, systems are available
that prevent the failure of one engine from detrimentally
affecting the other. For example, there are systems that
automatically declutch and isolate any engine should it
experience a serious fault. On board C-Class vessels, only engine
overspeed was connected to an automatic engine shutdown
device. Other fault conditions detrimental to the main engines
would trigger an alarm only and would not automatically
isolate and shut down the engine.’
The object of having two separate engines, two propellers
(one at each end) and four clutches to connect them, is clearly to
permit the engines to be operated independently in a pinch. The
TSB report says that this can be done from the engine room on
C-Class ferries, but not from the bridge. As far as the bridge is
concerned, the two engines are one engine.
In its report, Transport Canada states that such propulsion
control systems should be designed on a fail-safe principle, so
that anomalies or failures in one part of the system will not
compromise the operation of the overall propulsion system.
A parallel can be made with two outboards on a runabout boat.
When one engine stops unexpectedly, you want the other one to
keep running. You lose half the power, but you can stay off the

I

rocks. The problem with the C-Class ferry setup is that though
there are two engines, because they are ganged together, when one
engine quits they both quit. As an emergency failsafe the
configuration is useless. The TSB must be amazed that they need
to include common sense about twin engines in their report.
Additionally, the TSB says, although it ‘is not aware of other
similar failures, given the risks associated with a passenger vessel
losing propulsion while approaching a berth, the Board is
concerned that the existing engine configuration and limited
automatic shut-down devices may again allow a single point
failure to disable the entire propulsion system, once again
placing at risk a vessel, passengers, crew and persons on-shore.’
It is to be noted that Transport Canada will be giving
consideration to addressing the integrity of propulsion control
systems during Phase 2 of the Transport Canada’s Regulatory
Reform initiative to modernize the Canada Shipping Act and its
regulations.
Back to that $50 million figure. It seems to us that what is
required is not a reconfiguring of the propulsion systems, but a
reconfiguring of the propulsion control systems. The engines are
fine; the emergency shut-down systems are not fine. The bridge
controls are not fine, since with only two operating modes, they
defeat the purpose of having two separate engines. (Amazingly,
this appears to have been true when the C-Class vessels were
originally built.)
Mr Hahn points that this is the first time its happened in
750,000 operating hours. Exactly. That’s once in the first half of
Queen of Oak Bay’s life. What about the other four vessels? On
what date are they likely to encounter such a problem? Perhaps
without the soft Horseshoe Bay mud and marina to cushion the
collision this time?
And what are the chances that the Canada Shipping Act
regulations will be changed during the remaining life of the CClass ferries? Mandating changes. Surely it makes sense to use
some of those ferry-fare profits to fix them now.
Mr Hahn finds himself in the unenviable position of having
quoted a price, an outrageous price, for fundamental safety. We
don’t see the necessary reconfiguration of the control systems
costing $50 million per vessel. No, it won’t be cheap, but let’s
have a more realistic estimate. It’s certainly cheaper than
building a replacement vessel. What price safety? ✐

Readers’ Letters
More Moose Muck-Raking
Dear Editor:
Further to Paddy LeBrun’s seminal, muck-raking article about
the newly discovered greenhouse gas threat posed by Alces alces
Canadiensis, I am pleased to add this positive note. Let me begin
with some history. A hundred and fifty years ago, our prairies
were heavily polluted by untold numbers of belching bison.
Today, that hazard has been removed, thanks to our rightthinking pioneers, but in northern Canada, as Mr LeBrun so
poignantly reminds us, an environmental pollutant still endures.
Now for the good news. At least in my community of Fort
McMurray, Alberta, the tar sands development projects have not
only provided jobs for otherwise unemployable inhabitants of
that rock in eastern Canada; they have virtually eliminated the
Alces biohazard. Citizens throughout our fair land can all be
proud of their contribution to the effort as we press our pedals to
the metal. I am confident that this perspective is a key element of
Mr Harper’s ‘made in Canada’ approach to global warming.
Olivia Oilia, Fort McMurray

Farm Gate Meat Sales to Be Banned
Dear Editor:
On September 30, new meat inspection regulations will come
into effect making it illegal for farmers to sell meat at the farm
gate as they have always done.

OSBORNE
ELECTRO-MECHANICS LTD.

PUMPS • MOTORS • FANS
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS
Dan Osborne, President
Grant Blandford, Sales

Ph: 250-386-3381

Fax: 250-386-3382

107-2740 Bridge Street, Victoria V8T 5C5

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS

Even if farmers wanted to comply, there are not enough
approved facilities to accommodate them all. In addition, many
farmers pride themselves on having their animals processed on
the farm where they were born, not causing the stresses
associated with transport and off-farm slaughtering.
The reason given by the province for the change is to increase
food safety. Yet, when asked what data leads to the conclusion
that farm gate sales are unsafe, the province is mute. There
simply is none.
This is a step backward. In this age of climate change, other
countries are trying to eliminate transport every way possible,
not increase it by removing local sources of food. If new
regulations are required, we should first be told of the problem
so that communities can help develop solutions that work for us,
not against us.
If, like the Green Party, you also have a vision of a safe local
food economy and think customers should have the right to
chose, please view and sign my petition at
www.thepetitionsite.com/1/local-meat-BC and tell everyone you
know to do the same asap. We need to send it to the Hon George
Abbott and Hon Gerry Ritz before September 30!
Huquette Allen, Lumby, BC

Canada Pension Plan Bail Outs
The following letter was sent to Honourable James M.
Flaherty, Minister of Finance in Ottawa
Dear Minister:
By letter dated March 1, 2007 I asked you to begin changing the
investment policies at the CPP. I gave several good reasons with
the most prominent, evidence that the Board had invested in
mortgages. I also referred you to several credible sources that
supported my critical representation.
To my great dismay I next read how central banks and your
office in particular are using the monetary resources of the
country to bail out financial corporations careless or greedy
enough to have put themselves in financial difficulties. Silly me,
I thought our Government believed in the policy that market
forces should be relied upon to make corrections when and
where needed.
Back to the CPP and its investment policies. I want your
Government to guarantee us all that because of these investment
practices (I have thought to be wrong-headed from the outset
and you and your predecessor know why.) benefits will not be
curtailed due to blatantly wrong investments (those where no

open market establishes values).
As a way of emphasizing what I see the risks to be at the CPP,
I have included two news reports from the BBC dated today. The
first describes the run on “Northern Rock” and refers to the
Government’s bailout. The second refers to your UK
counterpart’s engagement in the “blame game” against the credit
rating industry.
It may interest you to know that I could provide a history of
Canadian Government bond prices over the period 1997 through
to 2007. This record of returns is much better than the returns
record at the CPP and achieved with considerably less risk.
If the CPP Board were forced to adhere to the operating and
investment principles Canadian Financial Planners must abide
by we would be looking at a dramatically different portfolio of
investments at the CPP. You and the Board should be asking
yourselves why the CPP investment principles should be any less
demanding than those expected of professional investment
advisors in Canada.
Erik Andersen, Gabriola Island

The Strike Nobody Noticed
Dear Editor:
Thank you, it was great fun to read the article, ‘Gulf Island
potholes.’ As a rule newspapers usually carry comics, but your
entertainment section was found in some of the comments of
this article.
First, it seems that the Ministry of Transportation pays out to
its contractors regardless of the work being done or not— there
has been no improvement to the roads on Galiano in at least the
past nine years that I have lived here.
JJM did, and Mainroad does, make a big show of raising
our hopes that our roads will become safer to drive, by going
out with their spray cans of paint & adorning parts of our
island with ‘road art.’ And being the naive people that we can
be, we get all excited to think that the bone-rattling, teethjarring, vehicle-busting, demon potholes are about to be taken
care of. Most of us also believe in magic!
The observation that really was the most fun was ‘the
additional & onerous burdens placed on the highway workers.’
The funny thing about this is that many here on Galiano were not
even aware that there was a strike.
Kay Turner, Galiano Island
Ed’s Note: The strike has now ended; hopefully the potholes
t0o—for a couple of months. Workers were back on the job by
September 6.
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On Pender
Oct. 6,7,8

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE • $31.80 • With image $37.10 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42.40 • With image $47.70 (max 70 words)

Thursdays, Sept 20, 27 & Sat, Oct 6

Sunday, September 30

Pender Film Group Screenings—THURS SEPT 20: Radiant City
(2006) a documentary which turns the genre inside out, a vivid
account of life in the late suburban age • THURS SEPT 27: Snow
Cake (2007) friendship between a high-functioning autistic
woman and a man traumatized after a fatal car accident • SAT OCT
6: Black Book (1944) in occupied Holland, a Jewish woman, joins
the Dutch Resistance and infiltrates the local Gestapo office,
English subtitles • Community Hall • All showings 7:30pm •
Admission by donation • Info: www.penderislands.org, click
‘events’ • ON PENDER ISLAND

The 9th Annual Salt Spring Island
Apple Festival ‘Marvelling at Mother
Nature’s Bounty’—over 350 varieties of
apples growing organically, a chance to
tour Apple Heaven while still on earth,
orchards tours, displays, samples and
much more! • Best place to start:
Fulford Hall • 9am–5pm • Info:
www.saltspringmarket.com/apples/ • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Tues, Sept 25 to Thurs, October 4

Sept 25, 26, 28, 29 & Oct 4, 5 & 6

Screening Mammography Program’s mobile service—
free screening mammograms for
eligible BC women ages 40 to 79, no
doctor’s referral needed, a visit
takes about 15 minutes •
Courthouse, 343 Lower Ganges
Road • To book an appointment call
1-800-663-9203 (toll-free) • Info:
www.smpbc.ca • ON SALT SPRING
ISLAND

David Hickey’s Crystal Journey—crystal singing bowl
concert, mystical escapes through sound and vibration with
healing tones of quartz crystal bowls, paiste gongs, chakra chimes,
and more • DUNCAN: Tues, Sept 25, Quw'utsun' Cultural and
Conference Centre; MAYNE ISLAND: Wed, Sept 26, Community
Centre; VICTORIA: Thurs, Sept 27, the Queenswood Centre
Chapel, $20 at door & Fri, Sept 28, Church of Truth; VANCOUVER:
Sat, Sept 29, Sun, Sept 30, Fri, Oct 5 , Sat, Oct 6, at various
locations • All Shows 7:30pm • Info: Dove 250-539-0627 or
www.crystaljourney.ca • DUNCAN, MAYNE, VICTORIA &
VANCOUVER

Saturday & Sunday, Sept 29 & 30

Saturday, October 6

Introduction to Improvisation & Chord Theory— 2-day
workshop with Annie Siegel, learn to work with chords, scales,
'riffs', rhythm, patterns & melody; learn to play ‘by ear’ and to
trust your own creative intuition• Denman Island Arts Centre •
10am–4pm daily • Workshop Fees: $90 + $5 materials • Info and
registration www.artsdenman.com, message at 1-888-335-1122 or
250-335-1224 ON DENMAN ISLAND

Saturna Island Octoberfest—An evening of fun, Germanstyle: special Bavarian buffet with bratwurst and weisswurst,
Octoberfest beer on tap, live accordion music and dance tunes by
DJ Mr Music, and yodeling contest! • Saturna Recreation Centre,
• From 6pm • Admission: $20, includes dinner, one glass of beer
or wine and dance @ usual outlets • ON SATURNA ISLAND

Saturday, September 29
Noah Shilkin In Concert—Australian-born
recording artist/singer/pianist Noah Shilkin
performs his irreverent original songs and
stories; a totally unique experience—Lou Reed
meets Victor Borge • Grand Central
Emporium, Galiano Island • Mayhem begins
at 8:30pm • Tickets: $7 at the door • Info:
www. noahshilkin.com, www.grandcentral.ca
• ON GALIANO ISLAND

Sunday, September 30
Galiano Concert Series—Elizabeth Dolin (cello) and Kevin
FitzGerald (piano) in a program of works by Beethoven, SaintSaens and others • Moonshadows Guest House, 771 Georgeson
Bay Road • 7:30p.m. Tickets: Adults $25, 15 & under with paying
adult free, other students $12, at Galiano Island Books or at the
door (full season subscriptions may be purchased at the concert)
• ON GALIANO ISLAND

Sunday, October 7
Taoist Tai Chi Society Beginner’s class—at Pender Island
School • 2:30–4:30pm • to make Taoist Tai Chi classes available
to as many people as possible, the Society provides several
membership categories • Info and dues: 250-629-6989 • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Tuesday, October 9
Pender Islands Concert Series: Lorne
Elliott—presenting the versatile humourist,
composer, musician, singer and former CBC
personality Lorne Elliott with his touring
one-man show, ‘Collected Mistakes’ • School
Auditorium • 7:30pm • At the door, $25;
early-bird season tickets available until
September 24 at Casual Pender, Southridge
Farm Store and Talisman Books • ON
PENDER ISLAND

PROMOTE YOUR EVENT! 629-3660

Government will consult with UBCM about TILMA
Ahead of the Union of British Columbia Municipalities (UBCM)
convention in Vancouver September 24-28, its executive has
negotiated a ‘Consultation Agreement’ with the provincial
government over the Trade, Investment, and Labour Mobility
Agreement (TILMA) signed last year with the Province of
Alberta.
No less than ten separate resolutions about TILMA on the
agenda for the upcoming convention, prompted the agreement
to consult. TILMA and its possible impacts is expected to be a
major concern of the convention. Through the ten resolutions
UBCM’s executive is seeking support for its position in the
consultation.
UBCM is concerned because TILMA, which seeks to remove
‘barriers to trade’ between the two provinces, is written so as to
include municipal and local governments, and provincially
funded educational, health, and other institutions. It contains a
‘dispute resolution process’ which would permit corporations
and individuals to challenge provincial legislation, and local
bylaws and ‘measures’.

Lack of Clarity
The UBCM executive, in a recent paper prepared for the
convention, commented: ‘…the Agreement has purposefully
been written in a manner that will maximize its application.
Unlike other agreements that identify what is specifically
covered within them, a positive listing, the TILMA utilizes what
could be defined as an exclusion listing which means everything
is included unless expressly excluded. The lack of precedents and
the wording of the exceptions combined with the general
language and broad scope of the Agreement generate a level of
vagueness or lack of clarity as to how to interpret the Agreement.
As a result, an environment of uncertainty for local governments
and others has been created.’
Advising the UBCM, lawyer Don Lidstone comments: ‘On
balance, TILMA will not have major impacts on local
government that cannot be addressed during the current two
year consultation period during which the Province of BC is
consulting with the Union of BC Municipalities. The key issues
relate to threshold values for tendering; clarity around
procurement policies; whether business regulations will be
harmonized; assistance to business under section 21 of the
Community Charter; and the remote possibility that a regulation
(including land-use bylaws) might have the effect of restricting
or impairing an investment in British Columbia by an Alberta

investor. The Agreement is vague and there are no precedents,
so one of the issues for councils and boards is the uncertainty
that surrounds TILMA.’

Issues Raised by UBCM
Over the past few months, UBCM and some of its member
municipalities have corresponded with the provincial
government in attempts to obtain answers to their concerns,
leading to the framing of the ten resolutions. The government
has provided some answers, but the concerns remain.
TILMA also appears to be, in some measure, retroactive, and
this too has been an object of concern; while full implementation
for local government is not set until April, 2009, the agreement
appears to apply to legislative and administrative measures
adopted at any time after April, 2007.
UBCM ‘preliminary but not exhaustive list of issues’ for
discussions with the province follow.

Trust, BC Hydro to help
Islanders reduce electricity
demand ~ Peter Lamb

Growing public awareness of the climate change crisis in the
Gulf Islands, as elsewhere, has created a demand for action.
Policies, incentives and regulations are being developed at all
levels of government to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions
and to attempt to prepare for the unavoidable impacts of climate
change that lie ahead.
The Islands Trust has recognized that the Trust Area is
especially vulnerable to the effects of climate change and that
changes are needed to address its potential impact. How we can
grow and buy more local food? How we reduce our dependence
on cars and trucks, how we design and furnish our homes to
reduce energy use? Underlying all is the need for a dramatic
reduction of current levels of consumption of energy and
material resources.
The Islands Trust, BC Hydro and the Canadian Institute for
Climate Studies at University of Victoria have agreed to work
together on a two-pronged strategy. The first is to help Islanders
find ways to reduce emissions. The second is to look at ways to
help Island communities adapt to the effects of a changing
climate. Things we didn’t think of 10 years ago,(eg increased
winter rainfall and streamflows, lengthened summer droughts,
impacts of combined storm surges/tides/sea level rise and
increased frequency of extreme weather events) now need to be
considered in Islands’ planning processes. Local conservancies
on many Islands have identified climate change as a priority
issue. The Trust is already working with BC Hydro to help
Islanders reduce electricity demand. A series of walk-through
electrical energy audits of sample commercial/business and
residential properties are being conducted on three Islands, Salt
Spring, Gabriola and Saturna. Audits are expected to be
completed by late September. Comparisons of electricity use
between islands will be studied and opportunities for reducing
electricity demand and GHG emissions identified.
Results will be used by the Islands Trust and BC Hydro to
provide residents and businesses with information about
electricity conservation options relevant to the Trust Area.
On Salt Spring an Energy Strategy Task Force, has been
established. Implementation of the Salt Spring Energy Strategy
is underway. The task force has prepared a baseline energy
report and a Community Energy Strategy, with GHG reduction
targets and recommended actions to achieve these targets. It has
also contributed an energy chapter for the Official Community
Plan. With an improved understanding of how energy is being
used, homeowners, businesses, and communities can set targets
and challenge themselves and each other to save energy and
reduce emissions.
Visit www.saltspringenergystrategy.org for information
about the Salt Spring Energy Strategy. ✐

WATERFRONT PROPERTY
FOR SALE ON VALDES ISLAND

Application of TILMA During
Consultation Process
• UBCM obtain an amendment to the TILMA to exempt
expressly all measures of ‘municipalities or municipal
organizations’ as defined in the TILMA during the two year
transition period referred to in Articles 9.1 and 9.2 of the TILMA.

Procurement
• UBCM request that local government be exempt from the
requirement under the TILMA that procurement must give the
highest level of consideration to ‘...like, directly competitive, or
substitutable goods; persons; services and investors or
investments.’
• UBCM request that the TILMA requirement that municipal
governments tender goods, services and construction over
prescribed thresholds be amended such that the levels contained
in the AIT will continue to apply.

Subsidies
• UBCM request that the TILMA be amended to exempt any
municipal assistance to, subsidization of, or incentive to a
business that would otherwise be a valid exercise under the
Community Charter or Vancouver Charter.

Harmonization
• UBCM request that the TILMA be amended to exempt
municipalities from the requirement to reconcile standards or
regulations if the reconciliation would obviate local control over
UBCM, please turn to page 10
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CHARLES CAMPBELL, 1913 - 2007

Commentary ~ Patrick Brown

A Better Way to Build
Save time, money and headaches.

1,582 sq. ft. - $47,400
FOB Vancouver (Standard Specs)

• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct.
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly (to lock-up stage in 3 - 4 days).
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.
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Russ Anderson

View over 100 plans at:
www.nelson-homes.com
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Duncan, BC
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• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make you a good contact?
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($25 + $1.50 gst = $26.50) to:
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Aspiration, not
perspiration, at APEC
Prime Minister Stephen Harper spent much of his time at the
APEC (Asia Pacific Economic Co-operation) summit in Sydney
selling the concept of ‘energy intensity’ as an alternative to
specific targets for reductions in greenhouse gas (GHG)
production. The specific targets are a feature of the Kyoto
protocol (adopted 1997, in force 2004) and result from
discussions under the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC, created by the Rio de Janeiro
Earth Summit’s declaration in 1992).
The Kyoto targets are based on the gradual annual reduction
of the world’s GHG emissions to reduce atmospheric CO2 to a
level which would result in no more than a 2ºC overall rise in
average world temperatures. These national targets were set
regardless of economic growth projections.
The Kyoto protocol was agreed on the premise that since the
major industrialized countries had been responsible for much of
the growth in the world’s GHG emissions over the past few years,
they should take the first ‘hit’ and adopt emission caps. These
countries were defined as ‘Annex 1’ countries, and Canada was
one of them; so were the US, Australia, UK, the European Union,
eastern Europe (as it then was), Japan, and Russia. Developing
countries, including India and China, while they adopted the
Kyoto Protocol, were not committed to any GHG emission
targets.
By ratifying Kyoto, Canada was legally committed to reduce
its national GHG emissions to 6% under its 1990 levels by 2012.
Instead, by 2004, Canada’s emissions had increased by 27%.
This could be blamed both on the lack of any effective program
on the part of any federal government and also on the emissions
from the rapidly growing Alberta tar sands industry, producing
oil for the US.
There seems little chance that Canada will meet its
commitments by 2012. For purposes of comparison, during
1990-2004 United States GHG emissions grew by 16%, and
Australia’s by 25%.

Opposition to Kyoto Targets
Opposition to any attempts to meet Kyoto targets in Canada, the
US, and Australia has been based on an assertion that GHG
limits would also limit economic growth, as measured by the
Gross National Product (GNP). As an alternative, the Bush
administration proposed ‘energy intensity’ targets, which would
see a gradual decrease in the quantity of energy used per
additional unit of GNP.
These would not be ‘hard targets’ requiring actual reductions
in GHG emissions. Instead, a nation with modest percentage
growth (say 3%, the approximate level of major industrial
countries), would see a gradual reduction in the rate of growth
of GHG emissions. This reduction could probably be achieved by
technological improvements alone, so that no economic sacrifice
APEC, please turn to page 11
SATURNA from page 3
Cancer Foundation’s ‘Underwear Affair’ walk/run, fundraiser
held in Vancouver. Islanders donated $935 to ‘Hicks Chicks’ and
$580 to Elizabeth Herejk’s team ‘Free Radicals.’
Working in the health care field, Elizabeth is inspired to
fundraise for cancers ‘below the waist’ because so many people
are are too shy to talk about initial symptoms and die as a
consequence. The Underwear Affair’s humourous costumes and
publicity raise money for research and reduce the
embarrassment. Barb Hicks is inspired to do all she can as the
Hicks family has lost Bonnie at age 48 and very recently her
husband’s daughter Cindy Hicks Parker.

Wedding
Gord Krisjanson and Elaine
Low were married on
Saturna at East Point on
Sunday, September 2. Gord
has come for years to
Saturna Island and was
very active at the school
teaching music and being a
major force at the
Christmas Concerts. Many
friends
and
family
members
attended
a
reception and dinner at the
Breezy Bay main house in
honor of the marriage. Saturna was a very personal ‘destination
wedding’ for Gord and Elaine-Congratulations! ✐
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There are few people on Saturna Island who haven’t seen
Charlie Campbell walking his black lab Jasmine along the
road by his house above the Saturna Community Hall.
Saturna certainly lost a fixture when Charlie died peacefully
with his wife and son at his bedside at Saanich Peninsula
Hospital on Sunday, September 2, at the age of 93. Charles
McKinnon Jr, is survived by his wife Dorothy, brother Jim,
son Charles, and stepdaughters Jan and Joanna, and
granddaughter Calla. He was predeceased by his first wife
Audrey and his sister Mim.
Charlie was a husband, father, mining engineer,
immigration adjudicator and advocate, and citizen who

remained active all his life. Charlie loved Canada, and he cared
deeply about his family and the places they inhabited,
including Phoenix, BC, where he and his siblings were born,
Vancouver, where he lived most of his life, and Saturna Island,
which he visited for half a century before building a home on
the island.
Charlie came from a family where citizenship was secondnature. His father Charles McKinnon Campbell senior was a
mining engineer who worked at, and eventually ran, the mine
in Phoenix, where Charlie, his brother Jim and his sister Mim
were born. His father was a persistent advocate for resource
conservation. His mother Lucy was from Vancouver’s
pioneering and politically active McGeer family.
Charlie followed his father into the mining industry,
working in mining camps and towns across the country. He
eventually became mine manager in Bralorne, where his son
Jock was born, and was manager during the construction and
opening of Western Mines, at the foot of Buttle Lake east of
Campbell River. Charlie also honoured his father’s tradition of
unstinting public advocacy. Both had opinion pieces
published in the Vancouver Sun after they were 90.
In the 1970s, Charlie became Vice Chairman of the
Immigration Appeal Board, and his displeasure with the
quality of immigration law and procedure led to a quarter
century of persistent advocacy for more consistent and
rigorous immigration policy.
Charlie loved Saturna. It represented the values of
community and family that he cherished. It was a huge place
in his life, one he visited for more than half a century. He met
his first wife, Audrey, at Saturna Beach, where, as a university
friend of Lorraine Campbell, Audrey came on vacation with
her young daughters Jan and Joanna. He spent long summers
with his wife Dorothy at the cottage they built in 1991 on the
Campbell farm atop Brown Ridge. Finally, he moved to the
island permanently, on the verge of his 90th birthday. He was
most grateful for the care and friendship he enjoyed. There
could be no better place for him to complete a life well lived
than on Saturna Island.
A wake will be held at the Saturna Community Hall on
Saturday, October 13 from 1 to 4pm.

North Pender OCP third
reading
There were only slight changes in the North Pender Island’s new
OCP Bylaw before it received second and third reading at the
August 30 Local Trust Committee meeting. One of them was a
rewording of Goal 5, which now reads: ‘To recognize that the
island’s social and economic environments flow from an
interrelationship with its natural ecosystems, that land and
water sustain life, ecosystems and the community’. This goal
clearly flows from the Island Trust’s legislated mandate to
‘preserve and protect’ the Islands—which includes not only the
natural environment, but also the built environment.
Goal 5 is the basis for the inclusion in the OCP of legislation
authorizing Development Permit Areas based on a number of
key environmental values, an innovation which has been well
supported during the lengthy OCP consultation process.
Development Permits would be required for the alteration of
sensitive ecosystems identified on a series of maps included in
the OCP, identifying woodland, herbaceous, riparian, wetlands,
cliffs, intertidal sensitive ecosystems, and raptor nests.
In addition, a section was added to the OCP that the LTC shall
consider the appointment of an Environmental Advisory Planning
Commission, described as ‘local people (with professional to
knowledgeable expertise) to talk to local people.’ ✐

Book Review by Julie D. Johnston
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Don’t Stop Gardening!
remember, many years ago, my husband
suggesting that the best RRSP (retirement
plan) would be to pay off the mortgage and
learn how to garden. Well, we’ve paid off the
mortgage, but dirty fingernails have eluded me.
I’ve just discovered, though, that this is the
perfect time of year for newbie and wannabe
gardeners like me—as well as flower gardeners
who like the idea of an edible landscape—to
make their first foray into vegetable growing.
Carolyn Herriot, of ‘The Garden Path’
organic plant nursery and ‘Seeds of Victoria’
organic seeds business,
recently inspired the
Pender Island Garden
Club with tales of fresh,
green vegetables (kales,
chards and salad mixes)
all winter long. And then
she explained how to
collect the seeds so that
we can do it all again
next year. (It’s probably
too late now to plant this
winter’s root crops and
some of the brassicas,
like
broccoli
and
cauliflower, but that’s
what next summer is for.
Winter vegetables are all
about the timing.)
Winter gardening is
easy, Carolyn says, because our temperate
climate is warm enough but not too warm for
cold-tolerant, winter-hardy varieties. Other
advantages include no weeding, no watering,
and no insect control. Wow, finally a reason to
look forward to winter! And what an easy way
to become a gardener without becoming
overwhelmed by all the garden tasks of spring,
summer and fall. If vegetables harvested in the

I

winter taste sweeter than their summer
cousins, it’s because they pump sugars through
their cells as antifreeze, to survive freezing
temperatures.
After seeing slides of Carolyn’s garden start
out as 2-1⁄2 acres of hard-packed clay and end
up a small Eden that hosts 50 varieties of
heritage tomatoes and 40 different winter
vegetables, Garden Club members were
particularly interested in her tips for creating
soil and compost. The secret, she offered, is
making friends with microbes. She makes soil
by combining compost with
manure (green cover crops or
animal manure, including deer
poo), leaves (run them over with
a lawn mower to crunch them
up first, and don’t use many
arbutus leaves), and seaweed
(collected after winter storms,
and not taken off rocks). She
throws in some comfrey and
nettles, and a bit of wood ash,
for good measure. To improve a
soil’s drainage and moisture
retention, Carolyn suggests
adding ‘coconut peat’ (no, not
the name of a cabana boy) to
avoid the use of peat moss,
which is strip-mined from peat
bogs—a sensitive and non
renewable ecosystem.
Winter is an excellent time to let nature
create compost for us. Before Carolyn’s first
winter at The Garden Path, she used the
windrow method, layering organic materials,
six inches in each layer, along a row of any
length, in a pile no higher than four feet. She
moistened the pile, insulated the sides and ends
with hay bales, and covered it with heavy-grade
black plastic. In the spring, she had a 50-foot

Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick

Penders’ fall fair had an excellent crop of healthy children.
long windrow of compost to use in her garden.
There are three secrets to great compost:
moisture, heat, and aeration (turning) of varied
organic materials piled in layers no more than
six inches high: green things like grass clippings
for nitrogen, brown things like shredded leaves
for carbon. Add time for nature to finish that
part of the cycle of life that most of us don’t like
to talk about: decay.
Carolyn left Garden Club members with
several learned-through-experience tips for
extending the winter growing season. For
example, when harvesting, don’t pull winter
vegetables out of the soil. Instead, chop them at
ground level to leave the roots in (picture the
roots of leeks and onions that we slice off in the
kitchen anyway), and watch what happens.
Some winter veggies will keep right on growing,
through to next winter, coming up with
ingenious ways to carry on (with baby leek side
shoots, for instance).
‘Cut-and-come-again’ is a simple method for
harvesting mesclun (a mix of young salad

greens), cutting them back one inch above the
soil with scissors, and letting them regrow.
Mesclun over-winters well in containers or
raised beds; fertilize and a new salad will reappear every two to three weeks.
Carolyn wove into our Organic Gardening
101 her concern for the future of today’s
children: environmental degradation, food
security, loss of seed diversity (remember
Ireland’s potato famine?), education that
doesn’t connect kids to nature and where their
food comes from, childhood obesity, and
cancer. Organic food gardening at home can be
part of the solution to each of these risks.
If we buy seeds for open-pollinated
vegetable varieties (not hybrids), we can collect
their seeds at the end of every harvest to ensure
a sustainable food supply—and those seeds will
adapt over time to our specific growing
conditions. Vegetables ‘gone to seed’ are
beautiful, exhorted Carolyn as she showed
slides of a multitude of exotic, ornamental seed
WINTER GARDENING, turn to page 8
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Mayne’s fair has always featured Harry Burr’s antique tractors in its parade. This
mainstay of Mayne’s agriculture, which belonged to Wilbert Deacon, has been
restored by the Agricultural Society.
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Grizzly populations in decline near
proposed Jumbo resort
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Boil Water Advisories
Mary Cooper
rom time to time, a boil water advisory is
issued somewhere on one of our Islands,
and unless you have experienced one, it
is difficult to appreciate the inconvenience and
concern one of these events causes. A boil water
order can be as limited as one public building,
such as a restaurant or community hall, as
broad as an entire water district, or even as
large as Vancouver, as witnessed last
November.
For our islands, boil water orders emanate
from samples taken at specific sites by the
Vancouver Island Health Authority Inspector
and tested for coliforms and e-coli by a
laboratory in Victoria under contract to VIHA.
In the case of Vancouver, there were fears that
high turbidity levels in the reservoirs due to the
extremely heavy November rainfalls would
make it difficult to treat the water to meet
acceptable drinking water standards.
If test results show any contamination,
immediate contact is made with the water
district or property owner. Total coliform
counts within the 1 to 10 range require retesting
of the supply. It is the e-coli and fecal counts
that trigger the action. They must always read
zero.

F

Public Notice of Threats to
Drinking Water
When a water system has been notified of high
total coliform or e-coli counts, the Trustees, in
the case of Improvement Districts, have the
responsibility of notifying every homeowner of
the boil water order, as laid out in the
Drinking Water Protection Act.
The usual procedure is to either deliver
notices to each home, or post on the door of
vacant residences. Whatever the method of
notification, the homeowner is never left to
guess what the conditions are within their
system. Each water system is required to have a
VIHA approved Emergency Response Plan,
one of the items covers actions to be taken if a
boil water order is issued for any reason.
Water users listening to TV or radio should
not be unnecessarily alarmed until they have all
of the facts. Reporting one or two homes or
businesses on an Island are not as sensational
as reporting the entire Island as being under a
boil water order! If you harbour any doubts
about your system, for any reason, call one of
the district Trustees, or the Vancouver Island
Health Authority.
It is also important to note that individual
households and water systems using surface
water face different problems with treatment
than those using groundwater (wells). It is a good
idea to educate yourself about your water supply.

Making Water Potable
Should the time ever arise that you have to cope
with a boil water order, here are two methods of
making water potable, as recommended by the
Vancouver Island Health Authority in their
‘Safe Water Supply’ booklet.
Boiling:
• A two-minute full boil (or longer) effectively
kills bacteria, viruses and parasites. To remove
the flat taste let the water stand, covered, for a
few hours or pour back and forth between clean
containers.
Household bleach (5% chlorine):
• Is more effective in water warmer than 15ºC
• Add 2 drops of bleach to 1L of water, shake
and allow to stand for 30 minutes before
drinking
• Double the bleach for cloudy water
• For cold water double the dosage again
• A slight chlorine odour should be noticeable
if you have added enough
Chlorine has a shelf life. When using
chlorine (bleach) as water treatment, buy small
bottles of 5% unscented and put the date on the
bottle (not the label) with felt pen. Do not carry
stock over the winter, buy fresh.
Bleach is also excellent to have on hand in
your emergency supplies kit for an isolating
emergency such as an earthquake. In such an
emergency, water from rainwater collection
tanks can be treated and used until help arrives
or your water system or well is operational.

Maintaining Your
Household System
Occasionally, a homeowner is his or her own
worst enemy when it comes to potable water.
Filters and aerators are installed in an effort to
remove something from, or improve the taste of
the water supply. If any of these items do not
receive regular cleaning, replacing or
maintaining, the possibility of contaminating
one’s own water supply is not only possible,
but probable.
The greatest damage a boil-water order
causes, in the long term, is the loss of
confidence by the consumer. People may feel
the need to buy or bring bottled water to the
Islands all the time. This indicates a lack of
understanding of how organized water systems
function, and how tightly they are regulated
under VIHA.
Even though one may not care for the taste of
the water, unless water is safe to drink, it cannot
be delivered to the home by the purveyor—that
a regulated water system will supply you with
good potable drinking water is a given. ✐

Power line tree pruning
and hazard tree removals.
Where: Salt Spring Island
and Pender Islands
When: Weekdays, 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.

A new study reveals there are far fewer grizzly
bears than previously estimated near the
proposed Jumbo Glacier Resort. A report
released earlier this summer by seven of the
world’s leading grizzly experts reveals
inaccuracies in information used in the
Environmental Assessment (EA) process for
the controversial proposed Jumbo Glacier
Resort. Although the proponent in the Jumbo
EA process used a figure of 93%, the new study
shows grizzly populations in the Purcells are
actually at a mere 54% of their potential. A
species population is deemed ‘threatened’ when
populations fall below 50% of carrying capacity.
The report, entitled ‘Abundance and density
of Central Purcell, South Purcell, Yahk, and
South Selkirk Grizzly Bear Population Units in
southeast British Columbia,’ was co-authored
by both US and Canadian grizzly experts, and is
based on years of fieldwork and DNA analysis.
The report’s experts include local grizzly
biologist Dr Michael Proctor, world-renowned
DNA specialist Dr David Paetkau, and the longstanding US Fish and Wildlife Service Grizzly
Recovery Coordinator, Chris Servheen.
In the controversial EA process for the
Jumbo proposal, the resort was given a list of
actions that were intended to mitigate the
resort’s impacts on the Purcell grizzly
population. These actions include: deactivation
of unnecessary roads, strategic harvest of
merchantable timber, and a reduction of the
density of active roads in adjacent drainages by
strategic deactivation.
Proctor comments, ‘Our results indicate that

there are two new pieces of information that
should be integrated into the Jumbo resort
decision. First, the grizzly bear population in
the Central Purcell GBPU is much lower than
thought and is relatively close to the
‘threatened’ population threshold. Second,
because of the lower population size, the
management actions that were available for
mitigation of the Jumbo resort will now be
required to ‘recover’ these populations without
the impacts of the resort.’
‘This new information clearly reveals the
misinformation used in the Environmental
Assessment process in regard to impacts on
grizzly bears in the Purcells,’ says local action
group Wildsight’s program manager Dave
Quinn. ‘If peer reviewed science of this
significance is not enough to influence a
government decision around Jumbo, clearly
the provincial government is not living up to its
commitment to a meaningful environmental
assessment that is not politically influenced.
‘This confirms the assertion of Kootenay
residents that the heart of the wild Purcells is
not an appropriate place for a city-resort of
6,200 people. Many Kootenay residents have
strongly opposed the proposed Jumbo resort
for nearly 20 years, and have recently been
calling for a referendum on the issue, which has
been called BC’s most controversial land-use
decision. Although many voices remain
unheard it is still only the bears that cannot
speak, and they have been found to be far fewer
than thought before.’ ✐

Fashion Trends ~ Barry Mathias
Fashion used to be a word associated with
clothes, and a slow change in architectural
design. But now we are engaged in changes and
trends that are evolving at a speed that leaves us
breathless, and nostalgia is a yesterday’s word.
Two decades ago very few people had a
computer in their homes, emails were just
being talked about and Ipods and Blackberries
were mere gleams in their inventors’ eyes. How
quickly we have adapted to the electronic age.
In the early ’90s ‘call display’ telephones
brought a sudden end to the heavy breathers,
who moved on to become telemarketers.
Kayaks were associated with igloos and
polar bears; second homes were primitive
cabins in the woods; mortgages could be paid
off in a single lifetime, and it would have
seemed odd to find a person talking to
themselves as they walked down the street with
one hand clamped against their ear.
Tattoos were the choice of sailors and circus
performers, and body piercing was the
prerogative of swordsmen. Now, tattoos are
passe, and some people have rings in all
conceivable parts of their bodies, even in areas
normally covered with underclothes. These
people tend to set off alarms at airports, and, it
is rumored, provide much hilarity for the
operators of the metal detectors.
Communication is the new god, in whose
name we pay large amounts of money, and

spend numerous hours, each day, sending and
receiving messages that we used to manage
without. Letters and the occasional telephone
call were useful and meaningful adjuncts to
face-to-face discussions. Today, people who
work in adjacent offices, apartments and
houses will use messaging, email, fax and even
telephones to avoid meeting. Perhaps sending
is better than receiving?
Even friendship has taken on a new fashion
twist with the advent of Facebook. This
computer miracle makes distant, and longforgotten, acquaintances into instant best
friends, to whom we can convey greatly
enhanced photographs of ourselves, together
with assumed glossy life-styles. On the
understanding that we might never meet, we
can tell our ‘new best friends’ our deepest
secrets, and spend hours with our computer
happily avoiding the responsibilities of real
friendships.
On the computer we can even buy-in to a
world of virtual reality, and make a perfect life
for a facsimile of ourselves, that buys and sells
property and meets wonderful friends who are
only limited by our imagination.
With the onset of climate change and carbon
footprints, we may eventually find that fashion
will become a thing of the past, replaced by
necessity and the sharp edge of reality. ✐

WINTER GARDENING from page 7
As part of ongoing work to improve the resiliency and safety of its distribution system,
BC Hydro is now undertaking a signiﬁcant hazard tree removal program along power lines on
Salt Spring Island and Pender Islands. A hazard tree is one that is defective, has an imminent
potential to fail, and is likely to hit power lines when it falls. The program will occur over the
fall and winter, and the work will take place on weekdays between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.

While the hazard tree removal program will not eliminate outages, it will help BC Hydro in
minimizing the frequency of power outages. If you would like more information about this
project, tree removals, or information on wood chip availability, please call our vegetation
services line 1 877 430-TREE (1 877 430-8733).

www.bchydro.com

F O R

G E N E R AT I O N S

0907-984

BC Hydro crews, Qualiﬁed Tree Service, Asplundh Canada ULC, and Davey Tree Service Ltd.
will be working on the project. The crews are skilled workers trained in both electrical safety
and tree care. BC Hydro will be contacting Salt Spring Island and Pender Islands residents
before any cutting takes place on private property, and local government for regional
property. The work will be conducted along roadways which could result in single-lane trafﬁc
and possible delays. We ask that you be cautious and reduce speed near the crews and the
trafﬁc control ﬂaggers.

heads that we rarely see in our haste to neaten
up our gardens.
These and other tips are found in Carolyn’s
2005 book, A Year on the Garden Path: A 52Week Organic Gardening Guide. The book
grew out of a weekly email newsletter, sent to
customers, detailing what was going on in
Carolyn’s garden and potting shed that week.
Her heart and her focus are in organic
gardening: ‘helping gardeners of all levels
realize they can have the most healthy,
productive and beautiful garden without
resorting to substances harmful to humans,
[other] animals, wildlife, plants, worms or the
myriad of soil-dwelling organisms.’
I immediately opened my copy to the Fourth
Week of August (I cheated by a couple of
weeks), and learned about container gardening,
which is great for a late blooming gardener like
me; growing lovely leeks and luscious lettuces;

and tipping tomatoes (ooh, next summer!). For
fun, I then visited my birthday week, the Fourth
Week of May, and found tips for improving the
blossoms of lilac, my favourite flower, among
others.
The helpful index took me to three mentions
of winter gardening and two illustrated
explanations of seed saving. The book also
contains tips on lawn care, trees, flowers,
hedges, as well as seasonal recipes and poetry,
clear photos and illustrations, planting and
harvesting techniques, garden arts and crafts—
and much confidence building.
I’m loving A Year on the Garden Path, and
I’ve only been a gardener for a couple of days!
Visit www.earthfuture.com/gardenpath for
more information.
A Year on the Garden Path: A 52-Week
Organic Gardening Guide, Carolyn Herriot,
Earthfuture Publications 2007, $24.95. ✐

Found Island Tides while visiting the coast? Want to keep reading?
It’s easy—just ‘click’. Read a newspaper that looks like newspaper
on your desktop and visit our advertisers’ websites.

www.islandtides.com

It’s like you never left!

Puget Sound recovery in the works ~ Environmental News Service
On August 10, ten US federal agencies, ranging from the US
Army Corps of Engineers to the National Park Service, signed on
to a comprehensive partnership to restore the health of Puget
Sound, .
Congressman Norman Dicks, a Washington Democrat,
shared his views on Puget Sound with the June 2007 graduating
class of the University of Washington, which is providing
scientific support for Puget Sound and Hood Canal restoration
efforts. ‘Anyone who has lived around Puget Sound for many
years can see the danger signs,’ he said, ‘On the surface, Puget
Sound may still look pristine, underneath there are alarming
signals that the ecosystem is in trouble. Several species of salmon
and steelhead, sea birds and the resident orca, are now listed as
threatened or endangered, and low levels of dissolved oxygen are
literally choking the life out of areas around the Sound, including
Hood Canal. To see video of a magnificent lingcod gasping for
oxygen before its death is shocking and unforgettable.
‘Fortunately there is a consensus for action, following the
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year-long Puget Sound Partnership process, the passage of the
enabling legislation and the establishment of a new account
within EPA for the restoration of Puget Sound and Hood Canal.’
Dicks added that he was pleased that in June the House
Appropriations Committee approved his recommendation to
provide $15 million for Puget Sound cleanup: ‘As the nation’s
second largest estuary, Puget Sound must be addressed with a
federal and state priority comparable to the East Coast’s
Chesapeake Bay or the Great Lakes. In fact, we must do better.’
The ten signing partners are: US Environmental Protection
Agency, National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration, US
Fish & Wildlife Service, US Forest Service, US Army Corps. of
Engineers, US Department of Agriculture-Natural Resource
Conservation Service, US Navy, US Geological Survey, National
Park Service and the US Coast Guard.
For more on the Health of Puget Sound and Puget Sound
Recovery visit: www.psp.wa.gov. ✐

PUBLIC/PRIVATE from page 3
clear ideological objective of many of the governments currently
in power is to shift as many government functions as possible to
the private sector. Some governments even go so far as to
mandating the consideration of P3s in virtually every
government function. (The Province of BC is one of these,
employing a highly paid group, Partnerships BC, to design and
promote P3s.)
These governments claim that P3s are more ‘efficient’ and
cost the taxpayer less than if the work was carried out by
government employees; that the management of these functions
is more competent if it is done by the private sector; and that the
private sector assumes the ‘risk’ that would otherwise have to be
borne by the taxpayer (read ‘politicians’).
These claims become questionable when compared with the
objectives of any private sector ‘partner.’ The private sector has
essentially only one bottom line: profit. This is represented by
several objectives: maximizing today’s profit while minimizing
risk; living up to the contract well enough to ensure that profits
keep coming in the future; and negotiating for increased future
profits.
Nowhere on this list appear the objectives of government:
providing a service that meets the present and future needs of
citizens; keeping them happy; being accountable; keeping costs
down. In fact, these objectives are generally in conflict with
corporate objectives, and the goals of the private ‘partner’ tend to
come first.

‘Partnership’
How, then, can this arrangement be termed a ‘partnership’? In
fact, this is a complete misnomer, a misrepresentation, and a lie.
It is a means for ‘business-friendly’ administrations to provide
profitable long-term investment opportunities to their backers.
Frequently, of course, the successful bidders for P3s are
larger, often multinational, corporations (locking taxpayers even
further into the grip of international trade agreements). This is
because long-term P3s are usually anchored by an element of
long-term finance: to build a facility and operate it for 20 years
will require a 20 year mortgage. The payments are, of course,

guaranteed by government, so there is no financial risk involved
to the financier. (Government may claim that the public debt is
thus reduced, but it is not; it should merely appear under a
different heading in the public accounts.)
Smaller, local companies often will not have the financial
resources to take on such an arrangement. And anyway, they
may not have been such substantial supporters of the political
party in power.
Local companies, of course, may bid successfully on year-toyear government contracts, but the more P3s there are, the less
local opportunities occur.

Conclusions
There is no proof that P3’s save the government—or the
taxpayer—money. Given the private sector’s profit requirement,
plus a ‘risk’ premium, plus the lower interest rate on government
borrowing, it’s hard to see how they could. (The one exception is
through the employment of workers who are paid far less than
what government could get away with. That cost difference,
however is, nonetheless, paid by society—typically not a concern
of the private sector.)
There is no proof that government functions carried out by
P3s are better or provide a higher quality of service; this quality
has to be just good enough to avoid attack by the people who
agreed to the P3 in the first place.
In a P3, nowhere is the private sector exposed to the wrath of
the customer. On the other hand, government is committed to
defend the P3 against all comers.
P3s don’t reduce financial risk; taxpayers pays for it in the
end and don’t get return on their risk. P3s may reduce political
risk temporarily, but citizens pays for that as well—whether they
can afford it or not—and have no control over the spending.
P3s are forever. They are designed that way, and future
governments would have a hard time revoking them, legally,
financially, or politically. The object of P3s is to enable the
private sector to make a long-term guaranteed return from a
monopoly on necessary government functions at the public’s
expense. ✐

Do you want to graduate?

* Self-paced courses—almost any course, almost anytime.
* Teacher-led classes—one class a week in ten-week blocks.

- Available at most centres. Call for details.

Mayne Island
Student Learning Centre
call Ty Binfet
539 - 2371

Saturna Island
Student Learning Centre

Adult Graduation Diploma:
• You need only five courses to earn a diploma,
…but you can take as many as you like.
• You won't need your past school records.
...You and your teacher will decide the best place to start.
• You bring personal things like a pen and notebook.
...We'll provide the rest (and there are no tuition fees).
• You should come prepared to have fun,
...because a class of adult students tends to be that way.

call Steve Dunsmuir
539 - 2472

Pender Islands
Student Learning Centre
call Martin Blakesley or Colleen Fitz-Gerald

629 - 3711

The Islands Trust has now appointed Lisa Dunn as its new
Director of Trust Area Services, a senior position recently reestablished to provide new focus to the organization’s policy,
inter-agency liaison and communications functions. While an
Islands Trust news release on September 5 announced Robyn
Wark’s acceptance of the position, Wark advised the Islands
Trust’s Chief Administrative Officer Linda Adams on September
7 that she had to withdraw her acceptance due to unanticipated
personal circumstances.
‘We immediately decided to offer the position to Lisa, who
was our other top candidate in the job competition and I’m very
pleased to announce that she has accepted the offer,’ said Adams.
‘Lisa has done an outstanding job in her role as manager of the
Islands Trust Fund and I have every confidence that she will rise
to this new challenge and excel in the same way.’
Dunn has been working for the Islands Trust since February
2005 as for the Islands Trust Fund, the Trust land conservation
arm. Prior to that, she was the Manager of City Green Solutions,
where she still volunteers as chair of the board.
Dunn’s masters degree in Environmental Studies focussed on
wilderness preservation in the Queen Charlotte Islands, where
she worked for over a decade in a variety of community
economic development roles. Her skills at analyzing and
advocating for the unique needs of BC’s rural communities were
honed while she managed a $16 million community economic
development fund in northwestern BC. Dunn’s expertise in this
area was recognized by Simon Fraser University, who hired her
to teach courses in their Community Economic Development
Program.
‘I am so privileged to be doing what I love —advocating for the
preservation of the human and natural communities of the Gulf
Islands,’ said Dunn. ‘I am personally and professionally
dedicated to the mandate of this organization, and am honoured
to be offered a more responsible leadership role.’
Dunn’s began her duties at September Islands Trust Council
on Bowen Island. Her first tasks will be to hire her replacement
at the Islands Trust Fund and build the staff team that will be
responsible for the Islands Trust’s area-wide services. ✐
LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF
INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that
Carlo Rista of Saltspring
Island, BC intends to make
application to Integrated
Land Management Bureau
(ILMB),
Ministry
of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region office for a 10 year
license for ResidentialPrivate Moorage situated on
Provincial
Crown
Land
located in the vicinity of
Southey Bay, Saltspring
Island.
The Lands File Number
that has been established for
this application is #1413030.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at #142-2080 Labieux
Road, Nanaimo, B.C V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until October 5, 2007.
ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website at:
http://www.al.gov.bc.ca/clad
/land_prog_services/progra
ms.html under Applications
and Reasons for Decisions for
more information.

Prior to September 28, contact the SD 64
Learning Centre of your choice.
Whether you need a few courses,
a full high school graduation program,
or want to earn an Adult Graduation Diploma,
there are a surprising number of Gulf Islands choices.

Islands trust appoints new
director

Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information
Advisor
at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau's regional office.

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that:
Robert Raymond Coutts
and June Agnes Coutts of
Victoria B.C. intend to make
application to Integrated Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Coast Region Office for a
License- Residential/Private
Moorage situated on Provincial
Crown land located at Bedwell
Harbour
(North
Pender
Island).
The Lands File Number
that has been established for
this application is #1413931.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at 142 - 2080 Labieux
Rd. Nanaimo, B.C. V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until October 6, 2007.
ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website at:
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/cla
d/land_prog_services/progra
ms.html under the link:
Applications & Reasons for
Decision database for more
information.
Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information
Advisor
at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional Office.

SD 64 • Gulf Islands: A Community of Learners

Gulf Islands Secondary School
Adult Education Programs

Phoenix Alternative
High School Program

Galiano Island
Student Learning Centre

call Mike Bell
537 - 9944

call Linda Underwood
537 - 1009

call Glenn Goring
539 - 2261
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Nanaimo servicing
surprises Penderites
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Private Managed Forest Lands versus Islands Trust
Can Islands Trust Bylaws be made consistent with Private
Managed Forest Land (PMFL) regulations? Galiano Island
Trustees Michael Sharp and Roy Smith think they can. A
number of Galiano Island residents feel strongly that they can’t,
and five separate presentations (including Margaret Griffiths on
video) at the Trust Council meeting on Bowen Island last
Thursday made the case against the trustees’ attempt to amend
Galiano’s 1995 Official Community Plan Bylaw to match PMFL
rules. Their major point is that, under the Islands Trust Act,
trustees may not pass bylaws that are contrary to the Islands
Trust Policy Statement, and that the PMFL objectives are clearly
in conflict with those of the Islands Trust.

PMFL - An Alternative?
A group of Galiano Island forest lot owners have threatened to
take their properties out of the jurisdiction of the Islands Trust
on Galiano and place them under the PMFL Council. This way,
they would benefit from tax savings and be permitted to build a
house on their land, something which Galiano's forest zoning
(Forest 1, for most of the disputed properties) does not permit
without rezoning. Besides conferring a long-term tax deferral,
the PMFL designation can be used by landowners as a holding
position until the owner is ready to start land development, and
local land use regulations cannot be applied in the meantime.
Trustees Sharp and Smith say they are convinced that by
providing for PMFL properties within Galiano’s Bylaws, the
Trust can continue to carry out planning in the Forest zone,
which covers over half the Island.

Opposition to PMFL
Some Galiano residents have expressed strong feelings that the
objectives and policies of the Islands Trust are fundamentally
opposed to the objectives and regulations of the PMFL. Says the
Galiano Conservancy’s Ken Millard, ‘All trustees have a fiduciary
responsibility to fulfill their duty to the Islands Trust Object and
to the Islands Trust Policy Statement. This duty of care overrides
any perceived commitments made in an election campaign.’
Millard was referring to Trustee Sharp, who had insisted that he
was fulfilling his mandate from the voters by allowing dwellings
on F1 lands.

In his presentation to Trust Council and in an August 26
letter, Millard pointed out that 92% of all PMFL lands are owned
by industrial forestry corporations, and are regulated by the
PMFL Council, which has equal representation from the Private
Forest Landowners Association (Millard describes this as a
private self-interest group) and government appointees.
The average size of Managed Forest parcels on Galiano is
24.7ha, while for the rest of the province, the average PMFL
parcel is 230.6ha. The Galiano parcels are something of an
anomaly in PMFL, in that they are not owned by forestry
corporations.
Regulation of PMFL lands reflects an industrial logging bias.
Millard showed Trust Council photos of clearcutting on PMFL
lands above Chemainus. He quotes PMFL Executive Director
Stuart Macpherson: ‘The PMFL Act does not have restrictions on
clearcutting’—this despite the fact that there are limits on
clearcuts in provincial legislation referring to Crown land and
tree farm licences.

Protecting the Forests
Millard’s presentation made the particular point that Galiano’s
land use Bylaws, with sophisticated use of Development Permit
Areas and conservation covenants, in fact protect the forest,
watercourses, and ecological integrity of the Island much more
thoroughly than would the regulations under PMFL. He
reminded the Trust Council of the Trust’s comprehensive
policies which are intended to avoid fragmentation of forest
blocks and habitats.
Galiano’s present OCP, he notes, provides ‘significant
protection’ from industrial scale logging, and also rejects
unplanned and unrestricted construction of dwellings in the
forest. Public safety, susceptibility to wildfires, and the cost of
servicing are all good reasons to avoid these actions.

A Conflict of Objects
Millard went on to question the object of the PMFL Act: ‘to
encourage forest management practices on private managed
forest land, taking into account the social, environmental and
economic benefits of those practices.’ He wonders where these
PMFL, continued next column
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The ferry Queen of Nanaimo took three days off at the beginning
of September, much to the surprise of Gulf Islanders, who are
used to regular Route 9 service to Tsawwassen. From Tuesday,
September 4 through Thursday, September 6, the Nanaimo was
withdrawn from service in order to 'complete engineering work.’
In the absence of the Queen of Nanaimo, the Bowen Queen
provided service between Tsawwassen and Galiano and Mayne
Island. Saturna Island traffic transferred, as usual, at Village Bay,
but Pender and Salt Spring Island traffic was required to travel
via Swartz Bay.
This arrangement was announced by BC Ferries in a Service
Notice dated August 8, but no press release was issued and the
change was not advertised.
As a result, many travellers to all the Islands were unaware of
the change, with travellers between Tsawwassen and Salt Spring
and Pender being the most surprised and inconvenienced. Ferries
from Swartz Bay to these Islands were heavily loaded, delayed,
and left passengers behind during the three-day hiatus. ✐
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CASHABLE
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Gabriola water case still
before the courts

The Islands Trust has now received preliminary Reasons for
Judgement in the case of the Gabriola Island Local Trust
Committee vs. Foley. The case stems from a decision by the
Gabriola Island Local Trust Committee last year to initiate legal
proceedings to enforce its land use bylaw against Debra and Dan
Foley who conduct business as ‘Summer Rain.’ Despite earlier
reports in the Gabriola community, the Court’s judgement is not
yet final and it has decided to revisit its Reasons for Judgement
later this month.
‘Our legal counsel are reviewing this matter and have advised
us to withhold comment as this is still before the courts,’ said
Sheila Malcolmson, a local trustee for Gabriola Island. ‘We will
provide information to our community on the topic as soon as we
are able to,’ added Gisele Rudischer, also local trustee for
Gabriola Island. ✐
PMFL, from previous column
‘benefits’ are for the Trust Islands, which are committed to a
different object: ‘to preserve and protect the Trust area and its
unique amenities and environment.’
Millard’s case is that Trust Policy, together with the Galiano
OCP, in fact does a far better job of preserving and protecting
Galiano than inadequate PMFL regulations. In his letter, he
quotes extensively from parts of the Trust Policy Statement
which specifically direct Local Trust Committees (LTCs) to
address sustainable forestry.
These policies are directive, not optional, for LTCs. PMFL
regulations, also quoted in Millard’s letter, clearly do not meet
the Trust’s requirements. Therefore, he says, they cannot be
accepted by an LTC nor can they be incorporated, directly or
indirectly, in an OCP.
The concern of all five of the Galiano delegations to Trust
Council is particularly with the present actions of Trustees Sharp
and Smith, who have stated on numerous occasions that they
intend to ‘embrace’ the PMFL regulations. Millard is particularly
concerned that their proposed changes to the OCP may set a
difficult precedent for other Islands, and advocated that Trust
Council set a ‘clear policy’ for all Islands with respect to PMFL. ✐
UBCM from page 7
what the community considers to be unacceptable business
practices (or other issues of local interest).

Regulatory Bylaws
Why put your money in investments that give you nothing but worry? Instead, invest in
these and other great term deposits† from Island Savings and enjoy choice, flexibility
and, most of all, security*.
With Island Savings, you’ll also enjoy the satisfaction of knowing you’re supporting
your community through financing for local businesses and projects – something else
that can help you sleep better. So call or visit us today to check out these great limitedtime term deposits. And see why we say, it’s good to be here.

* Each ‘Separate Deposit’ as defined by Regulations is guaranteed up to $100,000 by the Credit Union Insurance Corporation.
Interest rates subject to change without notice. †All term deposits shown here are RRSP-eligible.
BRENTWOOD 544-4041 CEDAR 722-7073 CHEMAINUS 246-3273

DOUGLAS & BROUGHTON 385-4728 DUNCAN 746-4171

LADYSMITH 245-0456 LAKE COWICHAN 749-6631 MAYFAIR MALL 385-4476 MILL BAY 743-5534 SALT SPRING 537-5587
SHAWNIGAN 743-5395

WEST SHORE 474-7262

WOODGROVE CENTRE 390-7070

www.ISCU.com

• UBCM request that the General Exceptions contained in Part
V of the TILMA be expanded to cover land use regulation by
municipalities and municipal organizations and the spheres
listed in section 8 (3) of the Community Charter. Analogous
exceptions for Vancouver and Alberta municipalities should be
listed as General Exceptions.

Dispute Resolution
• UBCM request that the TILMA be amended to allow local
governments to defend their measures in the dispute
resolutions process, whether or not the Province appears as a
party or intervenor.
• UBCM negotiate an agreement with the Province to
prohibit the Province from requiring local governments to either
pay penalties for or repeal constitutionally valid measures that
are found by dispute panels to be in breach of the TILMA.
• UBCM request that the provincial government negotiate
amendments to the TILMA dispute resolution process including
a provision that protects against vexatious or frivolous claims.

Consultation
• UBCM request the provincial government negotiate these
amendments under the consultation agreement under section
277 of the Community Charter, and further collaborate during
the consultation process with the Alberta Urban Municipalities
Association and the Alberta Association of Municipal Districts
and Counties. ✐

Found Island Tides while visiting the coast? Want to keep reading?
It’s easy—just ‘click’. Read a newspaper that looks like newspaper
on your desktop and visit our advertisers’ websites.

www.islandtides.com

It’s like you never left!

ISLAND TIDES, Sept 20, 2007, Page 11

Bulletin Board

(PAID BY DEADLINE ONLY - VISA ACCEPTED) • Phone 250-629-3660, Fax 250-629-3838
Email: islandtides@islandtides.com • Next DEADLINE: Sept 26, 2007
BULLETIN BOARD BOXED ADS – 1.5”, 2” & 3”– $20 per inch+gst— multi-issue discounts
BULLETIN BOARD WORD ADS - $16.96 for 25 words or less, 27¢ per additional word

FOR RENT

GSA Auto Rentals

Galiano Island. 2 bedroom cabin for
rent. $900/mo, plus utilities.
Available November 1st. 250-4798071

Mention this ad &
get 10% off first
month’s rental.

Rent or Lease
Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Trucks
We will pick you up
from Ferries & Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788
GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS
• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS

• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

MANAGEMENT LTD.

Southern Gulf
For a complete line of services,
list with us!
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.
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FREE
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Well Drillers
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ALLIANCE DRILLING

• Residential and
commercial well drilling
• Well pump and water
treatment systems
• BC Licenced Driller
since 1994
• FREE on-site consultation
• Hydro fracturing to
improve low yield wells
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www.alliancedrilling.ca
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APEC from page 6
(and hence no unpopular political action) would be needed.
‘Energy intensity’, then, is not a scientifically calculated level,
but a political concept intended to give the impression that
something is being done while avoiding the costs of actually
doing anything.
As if to confirm this, the ‘energy intensity’ targets were
promoted by US President Bush, Australian Prime Minister
Howard, and Mr. Harper as being ‘aspirational’—targets we may
hope to meet, but are not legally committed to.

‘Kyoto II’ in December
This is a critical year for the world’s GHG battle. In December,
the UNFCCC will meet in Bali to set new targets for 2013 and
beyond. Prior to that meeting, enthusiasts for the ‘energy
intensity’ approach have been gathering support, and part of that
process was on view (behind kilometers of three-metre chain
link fencing and rows of Darth Vader police) at the APEC
meeting in Sydney. The targets were India and China, both
members of APEC, both signatories to Kyoto, but neither
committed to GHG reduction targets in Kyoto’s first round. Both
have, of course, been displaying phenomenal economic growth,
as measured by their GNP, with India starting from a much
lower base than China. Their GHG growth has also been
phenomenal: from 1990-2004, India 55%, China 47%. China’s
GHG production is now equal to or may even surpass the United
States.

The Sydney Declaration
Clearly both these countries will be under pressure to adopt
GHG targets at the Bali meeting. Both, but particularly China,
would find ‘energy intensity’ targets more comfortable than
absolute targets, since their rapid economic growth would
probably give them more headroom. So it is not surprising that
these two countries were willing to endorse APEC’s ‘Sydney

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-877-652-0599
Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

Servicing the Gulf Islands

www.flynn.ca

WATER TAXI
Serving All The
Southern
Gulf Islands

250-217-4488

‘Today’s youth are living in an age of unprecedented
electricity consumption. BC Hydro wants to hear their creative
ways to be energy savvy and be leaders in creating an
conservation culture here in BC,’ said Lisa Coltart, BC Hydro’s
Director of Power Smart. ‘British Columbia has set a goal of
acquiring 50% of the province’s future energy needs through
conservation by 2025. Through ‘Off the Grid,’ we hope to hear
ways to bring about change and help British Columbians reach
that goal.’
Five short films focusing on energy conservation produced by
the ten finalists attending the Gulf Islands Film and Television
School will be showcased at a film gala hosted by BC Hydro in
October.
Visit www.offthegridvideo.com to find out how to enter. The
deadline for submissions is September 28, 2007. ✐

Declaration,’ which, remarkably, ignores Kyoto and its ‘binding
targets,’ but which says they will: ‘highlight the importance of
improving energy efficiency by working towards achieving an
APEC-wide regional aspirational goal of a reduction in energy
intensity of at least 25% by 2030 (with 2005 as the base year).’
In the Sydney declaration, the only other potentially
significant aspiration was about deforestation: ‘work to achieve
an APEC-wide aspirational goal of increasing forest cover in the
region by at least 20 million hectares of all types of forests by
2020—a goal which if achieved would store approximately 1.4
billion tonnes of carbon, equivalent to around 11% of annual
global emissions in 2004.’ (Where do they get these figures?)

Mr Harper’s Problems Are Not Over
Did Mr Harper get his wish, his international support for ‘energy
intensity’? Speaking to a group of Sydney businessmen the day
before APEC, he said, ‘Canada wants to become a world leader in
the fight against global warming and the development of clean
energy.’
But President Hu Jintao of China still insists that the decision
on future targets, aspirational or not, will be made in Bali, and
this too was duly incorporated in the Declaration: ‘APEC
economies that are Parties to the UNFCCC agree to work actively
and constructively toward a comprehensive post 2012
arrangement at this year’s UNFCCC Conference of the Parties.’
Maybe Mr Hu can have it both ways.
Meanwhile, back in Canada, the Conservatives have indicated
that they will not be introducing a Clean Air Act of any sort in the
fall sitting of Parliament. The NDP, however, have announced that
they will reintroduce the act, much-modified by all-party
committee work, as a private member’s bill. It supports Kyoto-type
targets, not ‘energy intensity’ aspirations. ✐
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products

Waterworks
Bulk Water Delivery Ltd

• 3000gals Drinking Water •

Tank Filling, Cleaning,
Sales & Rentals
Pool Filling

MARINE

BC Hydro youth film contest
Youth who care about the environment and dream about
working in the film industry are being asked to combine their
passions and go ‘Off the Grid’ by entering BC Hydro’s first ever
youth filmmaking contest.
Youth between the ages of 13 and 24 are invited to submit a
30 to 60 second clip to www.offthegridvideo.com about their
favourite solution for conserving electricity.
‘Off the Grid’ challenges young filmmakers to put their
energy-saving ideas on tape and demonstrate why they feel
conserving electricity is a film-worthy subject.
Visitors to www.offthegridvideo.com will vote on their
favorite clips and be eligible to win one of three digital cameras.
Filmmakers of the most popular clips have the chance to win
a video camera and editing software. Ten finalists will be chosen
for the grand prize, a three-day filmmaking camp at the Gulf
Islands Film and Television School on Galiano Island.
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FIRST NATIONS CLAIMS from page 1
such rights without first negotiating with them.
The Tsawwassen settlement is expected to be ratified by the
provincial legislature this fall.
The Sencot’en have chosen to battle the provincial
government in the courts, and have asked the BC Supreme
Court to issue an order to prevent the Minister of Aboriginal
Relations and Reconciliation from signing the Tsawwassen
Final Agreement ‘until the Minister meaningfully consults with
the Sencot’en and accommodates Sencot’en to minimize the
infringements created by the final agreement.’ The issue went to
court on Monday, September 17, though at press time it was also
not clear whether the Cowichan claim would be heard at the
same time. ✐
PMFL ON GALIANO from page 1
is currently forbidden unless the property is rezoned) the
proposed bylaw itself makes a few critical changes in forest
policy. Allowing a residence on F1 land is intended, say the
trustees, to match Galiano’s bylaws with the PMFL regulations.
The proposed bylaw provides for exemption from any
covenant requirements ‘if the land is classed as managed forest
land pursuant to the Assessment Act.’ It sets generous lot
coverage allowances for buildings accessory to residential use,
and also makes it clear that it does not set any limits on
additional buildings accessory to forest use.

Road Planning
Galiano does not yet have a road plan, although it has been the
LTC’s intention since 1995 to incorporate one into the OCP.
However, the OCP does states that ‘residential use shall not be
permitted on any lot on Galiano Island unless there is public
road access to the lot or a statutory right of way has been granted
to the Galiano Island Local Trust Committee for road access
purposes.’
Draft bylaw Nº197 very much expands the definition of
‘access’: 'Residential use should not be permitted on any lot on
Galiano Island unless there is a right of legal road access for the
lot owner, whether by highway, statutory right of way, common
access route, easement, or other means that connects the
owner’s lot to a highway that connects to the Sturdies Bay Ferry
Terminal.’
This would appear to offer a variety of access choices which
might be suitable for bare-land strata subdivision residential
development, and the amendment bylaw goes on to encourage
‘alternatives to motor vehicles,’ a possibility that will no doubt be
explored.
Most of the remainder of the amendment bylaw describes
the process of setting out routes for these access routes during
the subdivision process.
The current version of the draft bylaw is now available on the
Galiano Local Trust Committee website. (See also related article
PMFL on page 10.) ✐

BULLFROGS

Bullfrogs pests spreading
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wo
co-op are distributing along the highway, so obviously,
students from people have been moving them,’ says UVic
the University environmental studies adjunct Govindarajulu.
of Victoria have been
The bullfrog is now a major invasive species in the
island-hopping this lower mainland area, especially Langley, on Vancouver
summer to teach the Island and now on Salt Spring Island. On the coast
public how to prevent the spread of bullfrogs, an bullfrogs are free of controlling predators which they
invasive species that can have a strong negative impact would encounter in their native habitat, east of the
on native species. Biology student Mike Dodd and Rocky and Cascade mountain ranges.
geography student Cali Bingham are working with
Bingham and Dodd have given presentations on the
principal investigators Dr
non-indigenous bullfrog in Salt
Purinima Govindarajulu and RED-LEGGED FROG
Spring’s lakes and ponds. The
Jane Parmley, of the Centre
bullfrog is attracted to fish-bearing
for Coastal Health, on the
waters and may upset the balance of
Bullfrog Project.
salmon enhancement projects.
Once bullfrogs have
The Centre for Coastal Health at
established a population in a
Malaspina College is also working
new habitat, they are
on the problem. On Vancouver
extremely
difficult
to
Island, eradicating the growing
remove. Bullfrogs (Rana
populations of bullfrogs, which have
catesbeiana) are voracious
spread as far north as Campbell
predators that can easily eat
River and as far west as Port
native frogs: the Red-legged
Alberni, may prove to be an
Frog (Rana aurora) and the
impossible task.
Pacific Chorus Frog (Pseudacris regilla). Bullfrogs are
Attempts are being made to keep them out of the
also thought to spread Batrachochytrium Long Beach and Bamfield areas where the
dendrobatidis (Bd), a newly discovered
(indigenous) red-legged frog
frog disease, although they themselves PACIFIC CHORUS FROG
lives. Electroshocking is
aren’t affected. As well as native frogs,
used as a control method as
bullfrogs eat insects, snakes, small
is installing perimeter
mammals, and birds, and each other.
fencing
on
infested
The Bullfrog Project focuses on
wetlands. It is thought that
educating the public to prevent the
the bullfrogs were escapees
spread of bullfrogs by humans,
from frog cultivation for the
containing the bullfrog range to
frog-leg market.
prevent the establishment of new
For more information,
populations, and researching methods
including reporting seeing
of habitat restoration to enable
or hearing bullfrogs, visit
bullfrogs to coexist with native species.
web.uvic.ca/bullfrogs/ and
‘We have a map that shows that bullfrog populations reportbullfrogs@gmail.com.✐
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Ontario to vote on proportional
representation
On October 10, 2007, voters in Ontario will choose whether to adopt proportional
representation to elect their future provincial legislatures. The alternative to the
present first-past-the-post system which they will be voting on is an Ontario version
of mixed member proportional (MMP). Voters would get a ballot with two votes—
one for an individual candidate in their riding and one for the political party of their
choice—these votes do not have to match.
In Ontario’s MMP proposal, 90 constituency members would elected on a
plurality basis (the first vote). In this vote whichever candidate gets the most votes
would be elected, whether they get 50% of the vote or not. The legislature will have
129 seats, the remaining 39 seats would be filled according to the second (party) vote.
Party votes will be totalled as percentages of the province-wide vote.
Representation in the legislature will then be adjusted to match those party vote
percentages by appointing members drawn from a list prepared by each party.
Representatives will be appointed in the order in which they appear on these
lists. The Ontario Citizens Assembly has placed much emphasis on the need for
transparency in the selection of ‘list’ candidates by each party.
Ontario has followed British Columbia almost exactly in its consideration of
alternative voting systems. The incentive was a series of governments elected with
a minority of the total vote—in fact there had been no majority government with a
majority mandate since 1937.
Like BC’s 2003 initiative, Ontario appointed its Citizens Assembly in 2006, with
members drawn at random from the voters’ lists in the province’s 103 ridings.
Unlike BC, the assembly recommended the MMP system, selecting it over the
Single Transferable Vote (STV) alternative recommended by BC’s assembly.
October 10 is Ontario’s next election day, and the MMP recommendation will be
put to the voters in a referendum. The bar for adoption has been set at the same
level as in BC: 60% of the total votes must be in favour, plus a simple majority in
60% of the ridings.
In BC, this resulted in a narrow failure of the referendum, with the STV
proposition obtaining majority support in 77 out of 79 ridings but receiving only
57% support in the province overall. This was attributed to many voters being
uncertain about how the multi-member STV ridings would work.
These ridings were recently defined by the BC Electoral Boundaries
Commission (see also article page 2). The BC-STV question will be put to the voters
again at the time of the 2009 provincial election.
Some Ontario commentators feel that if Ontario adopts proportional
representation, the federal government cannot be far behind. Other provinces
considering PR voting are New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, and Quebec. ✐

Don’t fudge the sludge

3ATURDAYS ARE
GREAT DAYS TO WASTE

BC’s new soil code of practice legalizes the irresponsible practice
of spreading industrial waste on farm and forest land, including
watershed areas, according to the Sierra Club of Canada.
Permitted waste includes pulp mill sludge, fly ash, domestic and
industrial sewage and water treatment sludge.
The Sierra Club has co-signed a letter to Minister of
Environment Barry Penner calling for a stronger code of practice
in disclosing chemicals in sludge, testing by independent
scientists, and stricter compliance monitoring and enforcement.
The letter points out that many of the pharmaceutical and
endocrine-disrupting chemicals found in industrial and
domestic sludge can have persistent effects on soil—lasting well
beyond the 38 months designated as the required holding period
before planting food crops.
The Sierra Club recommends alternative sewage and waste
disposal strategies that incorporate technologies to recover
resources from sludge, such as heat, water and biofuel. ✐

Watch your back!

Canadian Institutes of Health Research
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Sitting down at work may seem like a fairly harmless activity, but
if you’re not doing it properly, you could be hurting your back.
Whether it’s behind the wheel of a truck or forklift, or in front of
a computer screen, a growing number of Canadian workers are
spending too much time each day sitting in positions that strain
their lower back.
‘On the whole, our lives are becoming more sedentary. More
people are commuting to work, and office jobs are becoming
more common,’ explains Nadine Dunk, a Canadian Institutes of
Health Research (CIHR) funded scientist at the University of
Waterloo. ‘For over 30 years now, research has shown that there
is a connection between low back pain and sedentary work.’
These injured backs are also straining employers’
pocketbooks. Approximately 30% of occupational injury claims
are for back problems. Lower back pain is reportedly the most
costly and common chronic illness in adults of working age.
Employers have begun to see the importance of protecting
their employees’ backs. Dunk wants to know exactly how long
you can sit before you start doing damage to your back. She then
wants to use this information to create easy-to-understand
guidelines for employers and employees about when workers
should take a break to save their backs.
Dunk and her colleagues are also working with companies to
create computer chairs and car seats that provide proper back
support. ✐

NEW website: wwwtamlinhomes.com
Tel: 604-513-1190
#1-20010, 100A Avenue, Langley, BC

Accommodation
& Attractions
Vancouver Island &
Around the Georgia
Strait (plus the Pacific!)

That ‘Little’
Coffee Place
Historic Duncan
Canada Ave

opposite our heritage
train station

250-746-5233
CAMPGROUND
In the filtered sunlight of an old
forest o min walk via Mouat Park
trails to Ganges or  min drive
Visa Mastercard AmEx

 Rainbow Rd

Salt Spring Island

250-537-4346

gardenfaire@saltspring.com

MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoastj.com
VANCOUVER ISLAND
‘HOLIDAY HOUSE’
B&B Motel • Rooms
Vacation Suites
FREE PICK-UP

20 min from Nanaimo Ferries
10 min from Nanaimo Airport

VICTORIA PICK-UP
Free with 1-week stay

1-888-310-2299

www.ladysmithoceanview.com
www.bbvacation.com

