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Development
news from
Vancouver Island
Trysh Ashby -Rolls
Development ‘In’

From Victoria to Cape Scott developers
are investing big bucks. Roads, services
and a golf course designed by Jack
Nicklaus are already under construction
on a $600 million resort between the
Pacific Ocean and the Ucluelet Inlet.
Once a quaint backwater village,
Ucluelet will become an international
tourist destination.
Yet despite two hotels, oceanfront
lots ranging from $1.3 million to over $2
million, single- and multi-family homes,
a marina and commercial space, green
space has not been forgotten. As well as
the golf course, 36 acres is devoted to
parkland in which trees are protected by
covenant.
Other environmental management
practices are being adhered to under the
terms of the Audubon International
Signature program. An ad hoc group
calling itself Ucluelet Development Task
Force is pleased about the intent but will
wait to see what happens in reality.
A truly wild destination—requiring a
rugged hike in and tenting overnight—is
Cape Scott. Those not up to the
backpacking experience may find fivestar accommodation there in the coming
years, if a proposal is accepted by the BC
Ministry of the Environment. The
deadline for developers’ submissions is
mid-fall. Enviromentalists do not like
the idea of intrusion into the 115
kilometres of oceanfront that is one of
the few remaining protected coastal
areas on Vancouver Island.

Ladysmith Says No Way
There’s a nasty smell in Ladysmith
harbour. Once a dump for logging and
mining industries, at low-tide the ooze
releases a far-from-classy odour.
Although a developers’ group with a
$300 million waterfront revitalization
plan has pledged to clean-up the area, it
has said nothing about dredging the
harbour. It could cost as much as $30
million to get rid of the heavy metal and
coal deposits responsible for the
pollution—although it’s not yet clear
exactly what’s causing the stink.
When the plan to build a 130-room
hotel, 120-seat restaurant, a 400-ship
marina, a seniors’ centre, commercial
village, 200-seat conference centre and
500 residential units—pre-sold to pay
DEVELOPMENT, please turn to page 3
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Enjoying September’s summer days - boy chases a kite on the sandy tidal flats of Rathtrevor Beach, Parksville.

Precedent-setting burning bylaw for
Cowichan Valley

Deregistered pesticide
posioning BC wildlife

Cowichan Valley Regional District’s solid waste
and environment manager Bob McDonald has
drafted a precedent-setting burning bylaw
which prohibits large-scale waste burning.
The draft bylaw, which carries fines of up to
$20,000 a day, was presented to Regional
District directors in late August. The bylaw
affects developers, not householders. The
prohibition is against machine-stacked piles of
debris.
The rate of land clearing and building in the
valley topography is causing trapped smoke
which lingers for weeks. Even when smoke is
not visible, the fine particulate in the air
exacerbates asthma symptoms, which has
become apparent in school absentee statistics,
says McDonald. Part of the problem is that
developments are adjacent to existing

‘There is no basis for describing these
proposed plants as ‘clean coal’, as [Richard
Neufeld] the Minister of Energy, Mines and
Petroleum Resources has done,’ states the twopage letter. ‘As proposed, these plants would
emit large amounts of air pollutants and vent
hundreds of thousands of tonnes of greenhouse
gases each year.’
The decision to commit BC to a coal-fired
electricity strategy was made without public
discussion or consultation, the groups point out.
Compared with conventional energy such as
coal, sustainable energy such as wind, solar, tidal
and small hydro projects can reduce BC’s
greenhouse gas emissions, create more jobs per
unit of power, drive more economic growth,

A new Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS) study
reaffirms that Canadians are being failed by pesticide
registration and use permit processes used by federal
and provincial government agencies, says an activist
who led a successful public effort to end the use of
monosodium methanearsonate (MSMA) as a beetlecontrol method in BC forests.
‘Poisoning wildlife is illegal in Canada,’ says Dr
Josette Wier from her home in Smithers, BC. ‘But this
study shows that it’s happening, as a result of the
expensive, long-lasting toxic legacy that government
inaction has created in BC.’
Dr Wier is talking about a four-year CWS study
which was released in August. It looked at forestry
use of an arsenic-based pesticide, which until
December 31, 2004 was approved by Health Canada
despite new knowledge that showed it to be far more
toxic than previously understood, capable even of
causing genetic mutation.
The CWS determined MSMA was unreliable as a
beetle-control method in BC forests in 2002 to 2005.
It also found that MSMA has been harming birds who
feed on beetles in MSMA-poisoned trees, and
entering the food chain.
The study’s authors, who include a worldrenowned expert on arsenic, recommended against
using MSMA or leaving MSMA-poisoned trees,
standing or fallen, in BC forests.
‘There has been absolutely no follow-up on the
recommendations of the Forest Practices Board
report in November 2004 and a BC environment
ministry audit in September 2004, which found
major problems with the use of MSMA,’ reports Dr
Wier.
It took eight more months for provincial agencies
to implement the audit’s recommendation to convene
and meet with a multi-stakeholder committee of
government decision-makers, scientists, forest
industry representatives and citizens, to decide how

COAL PLANTS, please turn to page 7

PESTICIDE & WILDLIFE, please turn to page 7

neighbourhoods. The public has filed many
complaints about smoky air.
The bylaw, which does not include burning
in logging operations, specifies several
alternatives to open burning: leaving the debris
onsite to decay into forest litter; chipping the
waste; hauling it to a licensed waste
management facility for disposal; and using an
air curtain burner, which burns with the
minimum of particulate and smoke.
The Cowichan Valley Regional District
covers an area between the Stuart Channel and
Saanich Inlet on the east coast of Vancouver
Island and the southern part of the West Coast
Trail, with Cowichan Lake located in its central
region. It includes the Gulf Islands of Thetis,
Kuper and Valdes. The total land area is 1,341
sq miles. The district seat is in Duncan. i

Environmental groups call for hearings
on coal-fired power plants
Nine BC provincial organizations released a
letter in early September to BC Premier Gordon
Campbell calling for full public hearings to be
included in environmental assessments of BC’s
first two coal-fired power plants. Current BC
guidelines would allow coal-fired plants, in
Princeton and Tumbler Ridge, to emit more
pollution than the proposed Sumas II gas-fired
power plant in Washington State.
Rightly, say the environmental group’s letter,
the BC government opposed Sumas II because
of air quality concerns. Yet, according to the
groups’ preliminary estimates, the Tumbler
Ridge and Princeton coal-fired power plants
would emit up to 70 times more nitrogen oxide,
260 times more sulfur dioxide and seven times
more particulate matter than the proposed
Sumas II, as well as toxic mercury emissions.

new locations at Tsawwassen & Horseshoe Bay terminals!
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AT FULFORD HARBOUR

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER
Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

19
TU

0135
0844
1625
2205

8.9
3.3
10.2
7.2

27
WE

20
WE

0242
0923
1644
2227

0115
0924
1332
1808
0157
1044
1434
1813

3.0
9.5
8.9
9.8
2.6
9.8
9.2
9.8

21
TH

0341
0958
1658
2250
0435
1031
1709
2314

8.9
3.6
10.2
6.9
8.9
4.3
9.8
6.2

2.7
1.0
3.1
2.2
2.7
1.1
3.1
2.1
2.7
1.3
3.0
1.9
2.8
1.5
3.0
1.6

29
FR

0245
1205
1643
1815

2.6
10.2
9.5
9.5

30
SA

0343
1309

2.6
10.5

0.9
2.9
2.7
3.0
0.8
3.0
2.8
3.0
0.8
3.1
2.9
2.9
0.8
3.2

01
SU

0450
1357

2.6
10.5

0.8
3.2

02
MO

2.6
10.5
8.5
8.9

MA

ME

JE

22
FR
VE

9.2
4.9
9.8
5.2

ME

28
TH
JE

VE

SA

0527
1104
1721
2339

9.2
5.6
9.8
4.6

24
SU

0619
1136
1733

9.2
6.2
9.8

2.8
1.7
3.0
1.4
2.8
1.9
3.0

LU

0559
1434
2032
2301

25
MO

0008
0714
1210
1745

3.9
9.2
7.2
9.8

1.2
2.8
2.2
3.0

03
TU

0704
1503
2045

2.6
10.5
7.9

0.8
3.2
2.6
2.7
0.8
3.2
2.4

0039
0814
1247
1757

3.6
9.5
7.9
9.8

1.1
2.9
2.4
3.0

04
WE

0048
0759
1527
2112

8.9
3.0
10.5
6.9

2.7
0.9
3.2
2.1

23
SA
SA

DI

LU

26
TU
MA

DI

MA

ME
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Betty Douglas, 1920-2006
Did you know ‘The Island Girl?’ I thought I’d write my thoughts
and feelings about Betty Douglas. Betty lived most of her 86
years on an island.
Betty was born in the Queen Charlotte Islands on April 30,
1920, where she remained until she fell in love with George
Douglas in 1957. They left the Charlottes and lived in Surrey, BC
for a couple of years before exploring the Gulf Islands.
Their first home in the Gulf Islands was on Curlew Island
where George installed the electric power for that Island in
1961. Together they would row over from Mayne to Curlew to
get this job done, often having to fight the strong currents.
Later, they decided to settle on Mayne. Eventually, they
started Mayne’s first building supply store, DAR Building
Supplies, with their partner Punch. They ran this for 8 years.
Although George and Betty did not have any children
together, they had many friends. George had a total of eight
children from two previous marriages. Five of the eight were
from the second marriage. Betty knew these children, as two
were born in the Charlottes. After a long separation, she
welcomed all into her heart and home.
I am one of the five. We would go to Mayne to visit as
teenagers. Betty always put out the welcome mat. It was the
beginning of a relationship with her that will be cherished by all
of us.
Betty loved fish, or any food from the ocean. She really got a
kick out of one of the grandchildren’s middle name, ‘Saylor’. I
learnt that Betty was the fisherman in the family and she knew
how to cook fabulous dishes. Betty was from a time when
baking, home cooking from scratch was a way of life. Making
the dollar stretch by canning preserves. This was her way of life
as she often talked about growing up in the Charlottes through
the Depression. You just couldn’t go buy it, you either grew it or
made it and you saved everything! With enthusiasm, Betty
shared her knowledge to anyone who would ask. She also made
wedding cakes for two of her stepdaughters.
Most of the family shared her enthusiasm for gardening. Each
year when the cuttings she gave us bloom we are reminded of her
unique ways and her love of watching things grow.
She loved animals and for years raised chickens, goats, and
sheep. A cow she raised for milking would follow her around

like a pet. She would groom her lovingly and take her to the Fall
Fair. Everyone remembers Queeny.
Betty was also a ‘knit wit.’ Many in the family have knitted
articles that she made for them. We would bring her a picture
out of a magazine, be it a sweater or blanket. Betty would look
at the picture and say ‘Well you know it may take awhile, but I
think I can do it,’ and do it she did. They are wonderful
treasures. Betty also sold her knitting to various stores and to
people on the Island. There are a lot of knitted socks by her on
the Island as well as baby sweater sets. Anyone she knew who
had a child would get something from her. She had a kind and
generous heart.
Betty loved company, loved music, and loved to ‘party’. She
would partake in a social drink. When getting ready to go out
we can still hear her saying ‘I guess it’s time to pull out the
powder and paint and compromise the crevices. Why not… for
all the time it takes?’
After 35 years together George and Betty separated. For a
short time Betty moved off the Island to Coquitlam. She lived
in the same apartment building, and continued to share a
friendship, with George’s second wife, Ida.
However, it was not her home, herIsland. She moved back
to Mayne and bought the home that she spent her final years in.
Betty was always considered part of our family and we were
part of her family. She and George remained good friends,
visiting each other and keeping in contact by phone. Each year
George would make a special trip to Betty to bring her fresh
salmon which she loved dearly.
To the people on Mayne Island, Betty was a ‘nice’ lady, a
great neighbour. She would take people in when they had
nowhere else to go or make them a hot meal.
For those that shared their stories with us—we thank you.
We learnt that many were unaware of her failing health. She
was a private person and wasn’t one to complain.
For those that don’t know that Betty passed away on August
1, 2006, or didn’t have enough time to pay your respects, we
know that you will in your own way. She was laid to rest in
Mayne Island’s cemetery on August 3, 2006.
So here’s to a wonderful Island Girl… tip a glass to her. God
-H.G.
Bless.

Open house set for Pender’s stewardship education day
North Pender Local Trust Committee has declaring October 7 as
the Island’s Stewardship Education Day. An Open House for
residents and visitors will be held at the community hall (for
details, see What’s On? page 4).
Stewardship ‘stations’ will be set up with displays,
information and experts to answer questions and provide advice
on stewardship. ‘The theme is sharing and enhancing local
knowledge in order to promote voluntary stewardship on North
Pender,’ said Trustee Ken Hancock.
‘People who live in island communities continually express
their desire to share their knowledge and understanding of the
unique natural settings in which they live and work,’ added
Trustee Gary Steeves. ‘This sharing is at the heart of community
stewardship and must be supported in every way possible.’
Exhibits will include environmental planning;
naturescaping; exploring your property; understanding
environmentally sensitive areas; the Southern Gulf Islands
Clean Air Initiative; watershed and groundwater protection;

taking care of our coastline; the Natural Area Tax Exemption
Program; and, raptor and eagle nests on North Pender Island.
Christian Engelstoft, Environment Canada’s Habitat
Stewardship Program herpetologist, will deliver a presentation
on the rare Sharp-tailed Snake. He and Habitat Acquisition
Trust staff will help residents identify these snakes and other
species at risk, including management strategies for conserving
their threatened habitats. Attendees will see what a real ‘Sharpie’
looks like and find out if your land could be its home.
‘Voluntary stewardship from landowners has always been a
key component in the preservation of the Island,’ said Gisele
Rudischer, chair of the North Pender Island Local Trust
Committee. ‘Landowners who have voluntarily preserved the
natural values of their properties should be recognized for their
contribution to the community and to the Islands Trust
Mandate, and new landowners should be educated and
encouraged to do the same.’ i

Book Review ~ Trysh Ashby-Rolls

Facts and Folklore: A Series
heard about Mayne and Salt Spring Islands from a dear
friend in 1987 in a Toronto bar. I later moved to the
westcoast. But though I’ve been in love with islands all my
life, having grown up on one, it was more than sixteen years
before I had the opportunity to move to one.
Like a number of newcomers before her, Vicky Lindholm has
taken her Islands’ love affair one step further and written a travel
guide about her new home. In fact Lindholm has written four, so
far. Her Facts …and folklore series contains everything you ever
wanted to know about the history of Pender, Mayne, Galiano or
Salt Spring Islands.
Lindholm, who lives and works on Mayne Island, came here
with her husband in December 2004. She tells us from whence
she came, but it is quite obvious that she, too, has fallen in love
with these Islands. Her books give her away.
I loved these books. What’s not to?
Cover to cover, Lindholm gives us lively description,
photographs, vignettes, little known historical facts, and much in
the way of folklore. Her vignette on ‘Meet the Postman’ on
Pender Island, for example, stirred my curiosity instantly. I
thought I was about to get the inside scoop on my own mail
delivery person but, of course, the tale is of an historical figure

I
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whose post office was down at Port
Wash (as locals call Port
Washington), and the mailman in
1880s
none
other
than—
Washington Grimmer.
Full of little-known facts that
might otherwise be forgotten, the
author has taken great pains with her
research, notes and photos. Her
writing, too, is excellent and the publication properly edited and
checked for spelling errors and typos. What a refreshing and
welcome change that makes these works truly professional.
By the way, do you know what a Hangtown Fry is? You
probably won’t find it on the menu of your local watering hole—
yet. Nor are prizes offered for guessing correctly. But you will
find the answer in one of these fascinating volumes.
I look forward to seeing more of this author’s work in future.
‘Facts…and folklore: An Historical Guide to Landmarks, Events,
Activities, Parks, Beaches, Plants & Wildlife, Accommodations,
Restaurants, Shops & Services – Pender Islands, Salt Spring
Island, Galiano Island, Mayne Island.’ V.A. Lindholm, Hidden
Lighthouse Publishers, 2006, $14.95 per volume. i
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank

Labour Day Weekend
Events
On Saturday, the Saturna Lions Club’s Annual
Dog Show was a great success—summer
weather at its best brought out lots of
participants and audience members. It is a neat
time to ponder the bond between Island dogs
and owners. Lots of people don’t keep dogs
anymore because they relish their
independence to travel. So it was lots of fun to
see thirty or more dogs and their people
purposefully parading their various talents.
On Saturday night the Community Hall was
packed with Islanders who had come to attend
the Ninth Annual Jazz Dance featuring ‘New
Orleans North.’ The venue was perfect,
Saturna’s version of a ‘smoky little bar.’ It was
packed, with people spilling out into the main
DEVELOPMENT from page 1
down on the development—was presented to
the Ladysmith community many in the crowd
jeered. They were unhappy that the developers
refused to say how much they’d pay for the 94acre parcel of town and provincial land
stretching east of the Trans-Canada highway
north of Transfer Beach. The developers cited
‘confidentiality’, which prompted a round of
boos from the 300-strong audience. Anyway,
that’s moot. Town Council has vetoed the entire
project—at least for the time being.

Less Americans but
Vancouver Island Still A Big
Tourist Magnet
Vancouver Island remains high on the list for
international and national visitors even if the
number of Americans tourists is down this
year—largely due to new rules for identity papers
at the border. Albertans, in particular, love the
Courtenay-Comox area for its accessible skiing,
golf, fishing, sailing and hiking, depending on the
season. A Nanaimo developer, who has previous
marketing experience in time-shares, has
opened a new hotel and time-share project in
Courtenay. Now he’s seeking approval for a $13

No Place For Couch
Potatoes
It is tough being a bona fide couch potato on
Saturna; there are so many fun opportunities to
take your body to some sort of class and do
something fun with it!
Programs being offered are the stretch class
SATURNA, please turn to page 5

million dollar second phase of Old House Village
Suites that will also include 30 hotel rooms, a full
spa and conference facility.
Another conference facility already in the
works is the Vancouver Island Conference
Centre opening in Nanaimo’s downtown
district in 2008. After all costs have been
tallied, the bill will likely top $100 million. The
Centre will offer 38,000 square feet of space to
accommodate meetings, conferences and
events for up to 1,300 people.
Not to be outdone, Victoria is spending
$200,000 on a report to see if the capital city’s
conference centre needs expanding—
something that’s been talked about for years.

Cowichan Pool
Construction Goes to
Tender
Tenders go out this fall for construction of a
new pool at the Cowichan Centre in Duncan,
following a successful referendum in June
asking North Cowichan and Duncan residents’
to approve the borrowing of $16.5 million. The
pool is expected to be completed in time for the
North American Indigenous Games in 2008. i

Nominate your community neighbours
It’s nomination season! The provincial
government is asking for nominees from your
community for two separate awards.

BC Community
Achievement Awards
The BC government is also seeking
nominations for BC Community Achievement
Awards. Nominate people in your community
who have made contributions to the arts,
sports, education, health care, public life and
volunteerism.
The deadline for nominations for the 2007
Community Achievement Awards is November
15, 2006.
For more information on the nomination
process or to obtain a nomination form, please
visit www.bcachievement.com or call 604-2619777 or toll-free 1-866-882-6088. Forms are
also available at government agent offices,
public libraries and municipal offices. i

Lieutenant Governor’s
Award for Public Safety
Nominations for the second annual Lieutenant
Governor's Award for Public Safety will be
accepted until September 29, 2006. These
awards recognize exceptional leadership,
innovation and achievements in the promotion
of safety in BC.
A past winner of the award was Kelowna
Fire Chief Gerry Zimmerman for his efforts
during the firestorm of 2003.
For more information on the awards and to
obtain a nomination form, please visit
www.safetyauthority.ca.
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street to cool off, talk and listen to the
accomplished musicians amid the buzz of high
energy and fun. The stage was gorgeous with
Jack Campbell’s painted mural backdrop
behind the six lively musicians and the lights
reflecting and glinting off of their shiny horns.
Four of the dancing couples were outstanding
dancers which adds greatly to the
entertainment.
The finale of each of the three sets featured
Saturna’s professional tap dancer, Wes Knapp.
At the end of his last performance, Wes
commended Paul for his passion. He noted that
it takes a person with passion, inspiration and
energy to produce such an event. Wes added
that it was a joy to tap dance to live music of the
calibre of New Orleans North.
This is the ninth time that Paul White has
put on this community jazz dance, the first one
was at the 1997 wedding reception for Paul and
Pat Carney.
On Sunday, the Saturna Island Rules
Regatta, more-or-less from Breezy Bay around
Blunden Island and home (the race secretary
points out that first boat over the line is not
necessarily the winner). Nan and Jim Campbell
start the race from the wooden motor yacht
Anne Elizabeth with the click of the gun. The
race is run and then competitors repair to the
post-race cocktails, excuses, and unbelievable
tales meeting at Robin and Larry Page’s dock to
determine the winners.
The trophy list winners for this year are: the
‘Oh Gawd You are Classy’ trophy for proper
yachting went to Fircat, from Pender Island
owned by Rob Zuk and Jill Islay. The Flotsam
Trophy was awarded to Ron and Donna Drane
owners of Miracle from Trevor Islet. This
award was voted to them by their crew for
‘general bullying and over-competitiveness!’
David and Judith Reese Thomas on
Madawaska from Saturna Island won the
‘Special Cup’ for showing up to race after a
three-year break. ‘Best Crew’ went to 9-yearold Sumara Stroshein for ‘remarkable
crewgirlship’ on the Maria Rose. The big three
categories were ‘Best Overall’—Martie and Rick
Bjorndahl on the Stormbird from Saturna. This
boat and her crew also won the ‘Tiddly Cup’ for
best small boat. ‘Best Big Boat’ went to Maria
Rose owned by Richard Blagbourne from
Saturna.
This race is open to everyone—a must for
people who love boating, short hauls, and have
a gift of the gab. Talking is half the race!
Congratulations!

(250) 386-7643

Desire

A Streetcar Named
Courtney Richardson and Donald Sales. Photo by David Cooper.

ere we are at the end of summer, at the
autumnal equinox with its pumpkins,
ripe pears and black-eyed susans. Once
again equal, in hours of light and dark, to
March 21, the vernal equinox with its daffodils,
pansies, seed packets and over-wintering kale,
parsley and sprouting lettuce stumps.
The eagles have disappeared from our neck
of the woods; all gone to dine along the Fraser
River—salmon is on the menu. The eagles seem
to come back to Saturna at the end of the year.
Yesterday, Jon and I were splitting and
stacking firewood and Jon split some sections
of pine that termites were occupying. Within
two minutes the forager patrols had arrived—a
battalion of wasps and a ground crew of
carpenter ants. I have read that termites are full
of fat. Big or little, they were being
enthusiastically airlifted or dragged off to fill
the winter larder of the ants and wasps. They
must occupy a place on the animal dietary list
like French fries for us!
Even though we are still under water
restrictions, we must have slowed the drawdown on the reservoir—the days are so much
shorter and cooler, the visiting people have
gone back their homes, and we have had some
rain. The rain was enough to get the banana
slugs rolling again and a little carpet of soft
green grass in many places.
The famous Saturna Island grass-fed lambs
were 5 pounds or so under their normal
butchering weight this year. The hot
temperatures during the long days of July and
early August kept the flocks in the cool of the
deepest shade under the cedar trees. Sheep
have four stomachs and put off lots of heat
while they are ruminating and digesting under
all of that wool and they will not graze in the
sun when it is hot.
Bill Douglass and Sam Peramaki have a
female grouse that moves around their garden
while Bill works. Their cat, which also follows
Bill around, has worked some sort of
agreement out with the grouse and so far they
are both physically intact.

BALLET BC

JOHN ALLEYNE, CHOREOGRAPHER
ORIGINAL JAZZ SCORE BY TOBIN STOKES

“Ballet and jazz meet beautifully in John Alleyne’s Streetcar… spectacularly well-made.” — GEORGIA STRAIGHT
PRESENTING
SPONSOR

SEPTEMBER 29+30
7 PM FRIDAY + 8 PM SATURDAY
ROYAL THEATRE 386-6121
M PHERSON BOX OFFICE
C

We’re all about the Islands
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

Ask the box office
about our Hot
Opening Night
Party Sept 29.
Excellent food,
music and Ballet
BC dancers!

NANAIMO

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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SALISH SEA’S ONLY FREE &
MAIL DELIVERY NEWSPAPER

8,500 copies delivered to
Southern Islands’ households

9,500 copies on the Ferry Routes,
in Sidney,Victoria & north of the
Malahat to Nanaimo & Horseshoe Bay
www.islandtides.com

ISLAND TIDES PUBLISHING Ltd
Box 55, Pender Island, BC, V0N 2M0
Owner, Publisher & Editor: Christa Grace-Warrick
Contributors: Priscilla Ewbank, Trysh Ashby-Rolls,
Tanya Lester, Charles Reif, Richard Bigg,
Scott Miksch, Patrick Brown

Tel: 250-629-3660 • Fax: 629-3838
Email:news@islandtides.com & islandtides@islandtides.com

Deadline: Wednesday between Publications
Off-Island Canadian Subscriptions $42.80
Voluntary Mail & Box Pick-up Subscriptions $21.40

Building a home can be complicated.
We make it easier.

Our home package system makes
it easy to build your own home,
cottage or vacation retreat.

a LINWOOD company

• harvesting
systems
• design
• installation
• service

BOB BURGESS
tel. 250-246-2155
bob@rainwaterconnection.com

www.rainwaterconnection.com

Editorial: Real Government
he BC Liberals have decided not to have a fall session of
the legislature. Their excuse is that they don’t need one,
since they have no legislation to propose that can’t wait
until spring, and it costs $30,000 a day to run.
This may mean that maybe they have decided that they can
do anything they may want to do by order-in-council, and there
is no need for debate, since the premier is always right. Mind
you, the cabinet may be a hotbed of reasoned argument, where
all aspects of each government move are discussed at length; but
we have no evidence of this. (The ‘public’ cabinet meetings
certainly provided no evidence.)
What seems more likely is that this government can’t tell the
difference between government and politics. This is a common
failing among governments today.
Politics, like war, is focused on winning, and keeping, power.
Control information; limit public debate; starve the opposition;
control the process; feed the media scraps; consult only with
those who agree with you.
Real government isn’t like that.
Real government provides every possible opportunity for

T

discussion, thrives on debate, ensures open access to
information, admits mistakes and tries to correct them. Real
government respects the opposition, the media, and the voters.
The legislature is both a symbol and a means to express that
respect. Its purpose is not just to debate any legislation the
governing party wishes to bring forward. It is there to discuss,
question, approve or disapprove, all aspects and actions of
government. It is worth far more than $30,000 a day to British
Columbians.
Many of the issues that affect the daily lives of citizens do not
involve legislation, but need competent, transparent,
responsible administration. This is routinely promised to voters,
not least by the BC Liberals.
The legislature is the vital organ through which the voters
express themselves between elections. If it does not meet, we do
not have real, responsible government.
What we have is a political cabal running a banana republic,
and a premier who demonstrates his contempt for all the
province’s citizens. i

Readers’ Letters
Trust Area Needs Off-shore Drilling Ban
The following letter was sent to Islands Trust Council and
received by ‘Island Tides.’
Dear Council:
There is continuing uncertainty about whether the moratorium
on off-shore drilling will be upheld. The moratorium was
imposed by the federal government in 1972 following
exploratory drilling adjacent to the Queen Charlotte Islands. The
provincial government followed suit in 1989. Now the provincial
ban has lapsed and the federal moratorium is just a cabinet vote
away from being lifted—the ban was never legislated.
The natural gas reserves in the Strait of Georgia have been
mapped by the Geological Survey of Canada and are supposedly
staked by various companies.
The Conservative Party, at its pre-election convention, voted
for offshore development and exploration on both coasts. The
BC government is lobbying the Government of Canada to lift its
ban. Federal Minister of Natural Resources, Gary Lunn, has said
‘People are asking why they can do it on the East Coast, but not
over here on the West Coast.’
However, people on the West Coast—particularly within Mr
Lunn’s constituency which includes the Southern Gulf Islands—
are asking the federal government to enact a legislated ban on all
oil and gas developments off Canada’s Pacific coast.
I would like to see Trust Council resolve to write to Mr Lunn
expressing the same request.
I also think it would be prudent for Council to immediately
initiate an amendment to the following policy to include the
words ‘natural gas.’
‘4.6.1 Trust Council holds that there should be no extraction
of peat, metals, minerals, coal or petroleum resources in the
Trust Area.’
Clearly, this policy was enacted before natural gas drilling
was considered a possibility.
It is my hope that a member of Council will have brought this
issue forward as a new business item at the September Council
Meeting on Denman Island.
Tony Law, Hornby Island

Afghanistan: The Balance Sheet
Dear Editor:
Afghanistan (pop. 31 million) and Pakistan (pop. 165 million)
have a combined population close to 200 million people (99%
Muslim—82% of them Sunni). The Taliban is a Sunni-Islamist
Pashtun-dominated movement formed to re-establish Pashtun
leadership in the region. There are over 40 million Pashtuns, a
tribal group with strong fighting skills whose ancestral stomping
grounds span Afghanistan and spill into western Pakistan,
eclipsing the imaginary-line political border with Pakistan like a
flood of migrating salmon eclipse Canada’s imaginary-line
borders with the US.
Bringing stability to deeply troubled regions by force has
been shown to ultimately require soldiers in the ratio of 1 per 50
citizens as in Northern Ireland (pop. 1.5 million) which still
didn’t keep a lid on violence that continued on for close to thirty
years. In Iraq (pop. 25 million) there are currently 145,000 US
troops with stability being nowhere in sight (the 1:50 ratio of
Northern Ireland would be 500,000 US troops).
There are 2,300 Canadian troops in Afghanistan out of a
total of 40,000 (20,000 NATO troops plus 20,000 US troops).
The ‘Northern Ireland ratio’ would not be a mere 620,000
troops for Afghanistan since the Pashtun tribal group alone,

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Homeowners
• Farm
• Commercial
• Bed & Breakfasts
Salt Spring Island: #1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road
Doug Guedes • 1-250-537-5527
Sidney: A2 - 9769 Fifth Street
Jason McCutcheon • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
Brentwood Bay: 7178 W. Saanich Rd
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd.
Saanichton: #2-7855 East Saanich Road
Dan Olive • 1-800-663-0807

www.seafirstinsurance.com
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which pays lip service to the Afghanistan-Pakistan imaginaryline border, would amount to a requirement of 800,000 troops.
Will stability in Afghanistan be won or lost on the basis of
Canadian politicians committing or not committing 2,300 of its
soldiers to the fundamentalist ‘Eliminate the Evil Ones’ initiative
of the US Bush administration? Even if Canadian forces do
contribute to a humiliating defeat for the hundreds of Taliban
surrounded in the Panjwaii region near Kandahar? Were
Canadians to incite even a minor shift towards the Northern
Ireland level of instability—despite the 800,000 troop
requirement—can this be counted as a ‘win’? Only
fundamentalist fanaticism could celebrate a lopsided ‘kill’ as a
‘win.’
Canadian troops started off in the compassionate mission of
putting their bodies between Afghan civilians and the violence of
civil instability and helping the Afghanis in their reconstruction
so as to facilitate health, harmony and resilience in the Afghan
community needed for it to ‘heal itself.’
My deepest thanks to Jack Layton (I am not a member of the
NDP or any political party) and those who put themselves onthe-line for ‘peace-nurturing’; calling for a pull-out of Canadian
troops from Afghanistan and an associated re-inventing of our
manner of contributing to regional stability-restoring that is
more in harmony with our non-fundamentalist values and
traditions.
They do this despite an atmosphere of amazing hostility,
(because it tends to deflate the build-up of aggressive energies
needed for ‘peace-imposing’?).
Ted Lumley, Pender Island

Clean Air Initiative
Dear Editor:
I want to express my concerns regarding the ‘Clean Air Initiative’
for the Gulf Islands. I feel that it is ‘way over the top’ in the
direction that is being presented. I would like to say that I
support almost all environmental causes and our family
supports composting, energy efficient lighting, energy efficient
housing and I have ridden a bike to work almost every day for 4
years. However, I feel the absolute limit on outdoor burning
being proposed is not sensible and impacts on family lifestyles.
First, it is not practical for a number of lot owners similar to us.
We have a steep lot and attempting to drag all our debris to the top
of our lot is impractical and will disturb the habitat of many forest
creatures including the rare sharp-tailed snake on our property.
Chippers are a very noisy, fuel consuming machines. They will ruin
the peace on the Islands for many days on end.
As for our burning ‘habits,’ I think there is a huge difference
between the occasional small backyard bonfire (of natural
materials) and giant slash piles or major house debris (with
unknown composition or chemicals). One reason I bought my
land on the Gulf Islands was to enjoy the occasional bonfire with
my family. Bonfires unite families and communities. There is
peace, warmth and friendship in a group gathered around a small
fire. We spend a couple of times per year with our neighbours,
friends and families gathered round a fire with guitars for songs,
campfire stories as well as the usual marshmallows. I was certainly
happy my children were outside experiencing nature as opposed
to being inside playing video games.
So, in conclusion, I support limiting ‘major’ burns. I support
the banning of garbage burning in barrels (as it is incomplete
combustion of potentially hazardous materials). I do not support
LETTERS, please turn to page 6
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‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
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SINGLE • $31.80 • With image $37.10 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42.40! • With image $47.70 (max 70 words)

Saturday, September 23

Sunday, October 1

Family Fun Fall Dance—with DJ ‘Doc’ Colin Watson •
Community Hall • Family Dance: 7:30–9:30pm, Rock n’
Roll/Dub 9:30–11pm • Admission by donation, suggested
$10/family, $5/adult, $3/teens • ON PENDER ISLAND

8th Annual Salt Spring Island Apple
Festival (A Celebration of Diversity)—
explore 15 farms with over 350 varieties of
organic apples, enjoy apple history dating back
to 1860 (special visit from Johnny Appleseed’s
ghost), apple displays, taste-testing plus bee &
apple experts • Fulford Hall (displays, experts)
& Various Farms • 9am–5pm • Tickets: $10 at
Fulford Hall & Ganges Info Centre, Festival day only • Info: (250)
653-2007 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Monday, September 25
Pender Island Yard Waste Collection—Magic Lake Estates
residents, please place branches and invasive plants at the
roadside any time after September 18 for pickup during week of
September 25; pilot project to investigate alternatives to open
burning • Magic Lake Estates only • Info: CRD Director Susan
DeGryp, 250-629-6298 or directorsgi@crd.bc.ca • ON PENDER
ISLAND

Saturday, October 7

Pender Animal Welfare Society’s Annual PAWS Day—
this year’s theme is ‘Animal Emergency’—learn what to do & who
to call if you are faced with an animal emergency at home or
away; guest speakers, door prizes, photo contest entries on view •
Free • upstairs, Community Hall • 10:30am–3pm, Speakers 11am
& 1:30pm • Info: 250-629-2077 or 250-629-3224 • ON PENDER
ISLAND

Stewardship
Education
Fair—
presentation to 2006 Islands Trust
Community Stewardship Award winner
Michelle Marsden & the BC Coastal Cleanup
Campaign; preview of Shel Neufeld’s multimedia show; exhibits
on: environmental planning, naturescaping, environmentally
sensitive area, SGI Clean Air initiative, watershed & groundwater
protection, Natural Area Tax Exemption Program, raptor & eagle
nests & more • Community Hall • 10am–2pm • ON PENDER
ISLAND

Wed, Sept 27 & Tues, Oct 3

Saturday, October 7

Unemployed,
Underemployed
&
Looking for Work?—Beacon Community
Services can help, drop by and find out how
we may support your job search, career
redirection; information on self-employment, wage subsidies &
sponsored traning • PENDER: Sept 27, Community Hall,
10–2pm; SATURNA: Oct 3, Recreation Centre Lounge,
11am–3pm • ON PENDER & SATURNA ISLANDS

Sharp-Tailed Snake Presentation—
herpetologist Christian Engelstoft speaks
about these rare, harmless reptiles;
Christian & Habitat Acquisition Trust staff will help residents
identify these snakes & other Species At Risk, &
provide management strategies for conserving
threatened habitats; see a real Sharpie & find out
if your land could be its home! • Community Hall
• Noon • All welcome • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, September 30

The Government of Canada has contributed to this initiative.

Mon to Sat, October 2 to 7
David Hickey’s Crystal Journey—not to be missed! Hear
bowls, chimes & gongs with your whole body & experience the
magic of a sound-healing journey; a different show every time •
OCT 2: Duncan Garage Showroom (201-330 Duncan St) 8pm,
$25 @ door, Info: 250-748-7246; OCT 3: Mayne Island
Community Centre, 8pm, $15 @ door, Info: Dove 250-539-0627;
OCT 6 & 7: Victoria Church of Truth (111 Superior St), 7pm, $20
@ door, Info: 905-928-9706 • IN DUNCAN, VICTORIA & ON
MAYNE ISLAND

Various days until Oct 5
Screening Mammography Mobile Van Visit—sponsored by
the BC Cancer Agency’s Screening Mammography Program.
Women between ages 40 & 79 are eligible for this free service •
PENDER: Sept 19–22, St Peters Anglican Church; SALT
SPRING, Sept 26–Oct 5, Courthouse • Call 1-800-663-9203 for
an appointment or info www.bccancer.bc.ca/breastscreening •
ON PENDER & SALT SPRING ISLANDS

Saturday, October 7
Wildart
Photography
presents
Photographer/Guitarist Shel Neufeld:
Mountains and Oceans in Motion—
multimedia evening of projected colour
images shown on a large screen with live music
• Pender Islands Community Hall • 8pm •
Tickets: $12 @ door or $10 Advance, available
at Talisman Books & Southridge Country Store
• ON PENDER ISLAND

ADVERTISE WITH US!
250-629-3660
Email: islandtides@islandtides.com

SATURNA from page 3
twice a week, Saturna dojo—karate for kids and adults and a
master class, gentle yoga, Iyengar yoga, an offer from a kick
boxing enthusiast to start a class, the Recreation Centre with all
of its various sports nights and its fitness centre. Couple all of
these classes and offerings with
the most wonderful walking
opportunities outside anyone’s
door, bicycling and all of the
ocean sports (admittedly only
during the best southeast gales
is the surf ever ‘up’ to any
enticing degree). And it’s a
wonder that anyone is flabby on
the Island.

PHOTO: CHARLES REIF

ability to drive and to freely go as she pleased, and as it has
diminished her ability ‘to find my words.’ Regular as clockwork,
Ishbel and Meg have been coming to the General Store with a
friend and then walking to Haggis Bakery to collect border collie,
Dottie, to go walking; then back
to the Store for lunch, visiting,
groceries, and a ride home with
friends.
Ishbel will celebrate her 80th
birthday in October. For many of
us in the community being with
Ishbel these last two years has
been a journey of the heart.
Ishbel
knows
she
has
Alzheimer's
and
has
been
able
to
We’ll Miss You
describe for us the differences
Ishbel
she finds she has to cope with.
One of Saturna’s most energetic
Generally in good spirits, she has
walkers and champion of the
alternated between accepting the
outdoors, Ishbel Elliot has
inevitable move and being
moved to a seniors’ residence
overwhelmed by sadness at
ISHBEL & MEG, THE BORDER COLLIE
facility in Fort Langley on the
leaving her independence,
Mainland. Ishbel’s great love is the Saturna Parks and Saturna Island and her Island friends.
Recreation Commission which she served for many years. Meg,
We will miss having Ishbel in our midst. Although Fort
the border collie and Ishbel have led many public walks on Langley is not easy for Islanders to get to, hopefully between her
Saturna over the years. Ishbel, with her various dogs, has family and her Saturna friends we can visit often.
probably clocked more miles on Saturna than any but the most
Saturna is Famous
long-lived active pioneer.
The
Gulf
Islands
are
the focus of a feature article in the lastest issue
Ishbel also served Saturna well in her term as Community
of
the
Canadian
Geographic
Club president. With Doris Ackerman, Betty Speers and Laura
Paul, she formed the first Health Committee of the Community magazine. On the index page is
Club providing community input into what had been until then a lovely photo of our so often
fog
horn
a decision-making process that only involved health officials, photographed
building
at
East
Point
Park.
nurses and doctors. When the Women’s Service Club was in
decline and membership was down, Ishbel as president, worked Parks Canada, the agency
Growell
newly in charge of East Point
hard to get people interested and enthusiastic.
Previous to coming to live on Saturna full-time, Ishbel was a Park has agreed to not
school trustee in Richmond and eventually chair of the board. demolish this building but
While she was chairperson, family life classes were a big issue in maintenance will be up to the
Starts with
conservative Richmond and Ishbel spoke at rallies and was community. If we charged for
every photo, painting and card
the right soil
interviewed by Jack Webster.
Saturna’s community has worked hard to support Ishbel in that has this image we could be
Top Soil
her desire to live in her community for as long as possible. We rich and keep the building in
Bark Mulch
have travelled the path with her as Alzheimer’s has cost her her tip top condition! i

Photo: Richard Biggs

Hillary Hayes spins, and sells fresh lavender, jams,
lavender infused honey and other preserves at the
Galiano Saturday Market.

Book Review ~ Trysh Ashby-Rolls

Smarter Than Jack
eading can’t get much
easier than this excerpt
from Smarter Than Jack:
‘Milo the shih-tzu was
running from the back door to
the front window, keeping his
eye on someone in the street.
Coco the cat was lying just off his
pathway. After about the sixth
time Milo ran past her, Coco put
out her leg and tripped him up.’
If you love stories about
animals, you’ll like this
collection. The idea behind the
ninety-one ‘amazing true
stories’ is to connect animal lovers and help animals all over the
world—percentage of the proceeds goes to animal charities.
Gathering stories from people in Africa, Canada (including one
from Sharon Marshall of Gabriola Island), the UK, New Zealand
and Australia, Jenny Campbell selected the stories paying
careful attention to animal treatment and cultural mores.
She points out that what might be considered mistreatment
in one community may differ substantially from practices in
another. Factors such as climate, population density, predators,
disease control, local bylaws and social norms all influence what
is acceptable.

R

SMARTER THAN JACK, please turn to page 7

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

Gardening for Success...
fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

WATERFRONT PROPERTY
FOR SALE ON VALDES ISLAND

Composted Manure
Sand & Gravel

Invest Ethically

We load pickup and trailers
We deliver small or large loads
5115 Polkey Rd Duncan
(250)746-8873

Caring where your money is invested
can go hand in hand with good returns.
Learn more at: www.pinchgroup.ca

(250) 405-2468
(877) 405-2400

Blue Diamond
Gravel & Turf Ltd.
Monday to Saturday 8 am to 5 pm
www.growell.bc.ca

4.95

TO

$169,900
7

ACRE LOTS

R ICHARD H ILL

A MEX B ROADWAY W EST R EALTY

604-948-0434

WWW.WESTCOASTLAND.NET
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Going Somewhere?

SGI noise bylaw drafted
With the cooperation of local RCMP officers, Southern Gulf
Islands CRD Director Susan De Gryp has drafted a bylaw to
control disturbing noise. The bylaw will regulate noise from
sources such as construction and machinery before the hours of
7am (9am on Saturdays and Sundays) or after sunset or 7pm,

whittome’s travel
60 Station Street, Duncan

whichever is the latest. The bylaws also seeks to control other
disturbing noise from 11pm to 7am.
This bylaw makes provision for enforcement through tickets
with graduated fines. Comments on the draft bylaws should be
made to De Gryp at 250-629-6298 or directorsgi@crd.bc.ca. i

Book Review ~ Trysh Ashby-Rolls

Seaweed on the Street
1-800-434-0566

travel.whittome@shaw.ca

SHORELINE DESIGN
www.shorelinedesign.ca

Live Your Dream

• fully insured
• excellent
references

eet Silas Seaweed, an intrepid yet human, savvy streetsmart Coast Salish cop who knows all about the dark
underbelly of Victoria that no tourist or clean-living
citizen would ever encounter. He’s the sort of cop you want on
your case unless you’re a criminal. He can be a real mean guy can
Seaweed.
‘He was buttoning a tweed sports coat over his fat drinker’s
gut when I said, ‘Hold it…his mouth dropped open in surprise
and he grabbed for an inside pocket, but I was too quick. I
smashed his nose with my right fist, then buried my left in his
belly… A young couple came out of the Monterey Inn arm in
arm. They stopped to watch me as I rolled him on his back and
frisked him. I pocketed the automatic, turned my head and
barked, ‘I’m a police officer. If you’re smart you’ll clear off before

M

the paddy wagon gets here.’
Seaweed can also be real devious: ‘I didn’t have much time,
so I went upstairs immediately and returned to Calvert Hunt’s
room. I grasped the doorknob firmly and slowly eased the door
open. The old man was snoring in his chair, head back and his
mouth half open. Floorboards creaked as I tiptoed across his
room to the fireplace, took a sharp pencil from my pocket and
poked it into the small, green, fragile object, about the size of a
mouse, that was resting atop the picture frame. Nobody saw me
carry it outside the house and into the sunshine.’
Nabbing the ‘tiny green object’ is just one of a number of
obstacles Silas Seaweed overcomes in his relentless pursuit of a
SEAWEED, please turn to page 7

Port Alberni lays off workers
THE LINWOOD
ADVANTAGE
CUSTOM DESIGN
HIGH QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS
FULL WARRANTY PROGRAM
WORLDWIDE SHIPPING EXPERTISE
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT

1.888.546.9663
Peter Christenson 250-629-8386

specializing in water access
over steep & rugged terrain

www.linwoodhomes.com
NEW PLAN BOOK NOW AVAILABLE

– Over 100 full colour designs –

JAKOBSEN

ASSOCIATES
C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes
www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com

K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

Sixty workers were laid off at the Port Alberni mill at the end of
August; the groundwood paper facility will close indefinitely.
The move is part of a continuing effort to streamline costs,
performance management and focus on competitive markets,
says Catalyst Paper Corporation.
Groundwood pulp produced onsite will be replaced with deinked pulp supplied by the company’s Paper Recycling Division
based in Coquitlam.
Ron Buckhorn, senior vice-president, Operations, explained
that discussions are ongoing with the unions on options to make
LETTERS from page 4
the ban of small (say 2 metre diameter maximum), natural forest
material bonfires.
Please consider my comments in any future plans to
implement restrictions on burning.
Brian Evans, Pender Island

‘Wannabe’ Brentwood Bay?
Dear Editor:
Islands are different. All over the world, islands are known to
express a uniqueness of character, a completeness unto
themselves.
Not so on Vancouver Island. Have we sold out to a ‘wannabe’
culture of artificial appearances and fragile wealth?
Take Brentwood Bay: almost 50 trees will be cut down on the
main drag between September 8 and 22. Shrubs have been
accepted to replace the mature trees.
This is to cultivate business, to ‘revitalize’ the town, make it

Do you want to graduate?
Prior to September 28, contact the SD 64
Learning Centre of your choice.
Whether you need a few courses,
a full high school graduation program,
or want to earn an Adult Graduation Diploma,
there are a surprising number of Gulf Islands choices.

Mayne Island
Student Learning Centre

* Self-paced courses—almost any course, almost anytime.
* Teacher-led classes—one class a week in ten-week blocks.

- Available at most centres. Call for details.

call Ty Binfet or Barb Edwards
539 - 2371

Saturna Island
Student Learning Centre

Adult Graduation Diploma:
• You need only five courses to earn a diploma,
…but you can take as many as you like.
• You won't need your past school records.
...You and your teacher will decide the best place to start.
• You bring personal things like a pen and notebook.
...We'll provide the rest (and there are no tuition fees).
• You should come prepared to have fun,
...because a class of adult students tends to be that way.

call Steve Dunsmuir
539 - 2472

Pender Islands
Student Learning Centre
call Martin Blakesley or Colleen Fitz-Gerald

629 - 3711

SD 64 • Gulf Islands: A Community of Learners

Gulf Islands Secondary School
Adult Education Programs

Phoenix Alternative
High School

Galiano Island
Student Learning Centre

call Mike Bell
537 - 9944

call Linda Underwood
537 - 1009

call Glenn Goring
539 - 2261

MISSED AN
ISSUE?
Check out:
www.islandtides.com
for issues from
2003, 2004,
2005 & 2006

production at the mill viable for the long haul.
Catalyst Paper Corporation says its mill pays almost four
times the property taxes to the City of Port Alberni than its
competitors pay elsewhere in North America. It has repeatedly
asked the city to follow Powell River’s lead in making sustained
tax adjustments.
Buckhorn also stated that ‘employees are still finding ways to
streamline operations, drive out costs and work smart, all of
which contributed to the $300 million in performance
improvements achieved in the last 3 years’. i

more ‘cosmopolitan’. Do they wannabe Whistler? No, Whistler
has trees. Salt Spring? No, too educated. Wannabe LA North?
Hmmmm.
Vancouver Island is losing that slow, organic growth which
develops true character.
S. Lawrence, Saanichton

Mystery of the Vanishing Legal Opinion
Dear Editor:
A lot of people enjoy detective stories. Here’s one for amateur
sleuths.
The Galiano mystery centres on a time between two court
cases, fifteen years ago, in which Galiano’s bylaws were
challenged in BC Supreme Court by MacMillan Bloedel, who
won, and Galiano’s subsequent appeal, which Galiano won.
The senior Appeal Court’s decision was that the bylaws under
challenge were valid from the date of adoption. There was no
break in their validity from that date. This was repeated by the
judge when some forest owners sued the Approving Officer. In
other words, people who took chances during this time to create
residential subdivisions in the forest risked finding them in noncompliance with the bylaws of the time, whether or not the
pattern of the subdivision became registered.
The Islands Trust’s manager of regional planning, who is
overseeing the current review of the Forest Policies of the
Galiano OCP (the community has been directed to complete
Phase II within a Trust-imposed deadline) has a different legal
opinion. This is presumably his own and he is entitled to hold it,
but not, I would suggest, officially on the Islands Trust website.
His differing opinion is that the bylaws were quashed and
previous bylaws from 1987 then became valid, giving Forest lot
owners generous development rights, until the bylaws were
reinstated by the Appeal Court decision.
However, there is no explanatory paper trail on Islands Trust
files to suggest this. What is missing is an opinion of the Trust
lawyers signed by one of their partners.
This opinion of an Island Trust staff member is in turn
contradicted by a legal opinion of a lawyer under contract to the
Islands Trust. He gives reasons explicitly why the bylaws were
not quashed. It seems very necessary for an employee of the
Islands Trust and for trustees to be legally exact in such a serious
matter. It would be fair to everyone concerned. But the staff
member quotes his own opinion not only in advertisements for
a facilitator for the current Review on the Trust website but also
in the backgrounder for the Review.
If there is more than one legal opinion floating around it is
not up to staff to choose which one supercedes another. These
are only opinions until tested in Court.
In the name of truth and transparency in which this Review
must be conducted if it is to be worth anything at all, it is
neccessary to find that missing key piece of information.
Margaret Griffiths, Galiano Island
LETTERS, please turn to facing page
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AUTOMOTIVE

FOR RENT

SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL
TRANSMISSION SERVICE
Road test by qualified
technician
Cleanand inspect
transmission pan
40-point driveline
safety check

only

.95
39
for cars

$

*

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)
* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

Part-time accommodation in
Victoria. Looking for a quiet, mature
woman to share furnished condo in
James Bay. Ongoing part-time
basis -$450/month. 250-539-0610.
GALIANO ISLAND Winter Rental
opportunity. Comfortable, cozy,
furnished oceanview home for rent
October 15- May 15, 2007. Westfacing, sunny, private, 2 storey, 3
bedroom north end. Perfect for
winter weekend getaway for city
folks or one or two people full time.
House is perfect for writing,
painting, creating - $750./mo.
www.vrbo.com/2144,
achild16@telus.net, 604-940-0543

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES
NEW WOOD?
KEEP IT LOOKING NEW!
WEATHERED WOOD?
BRING IT BACK TO LIFE!
HIGH PERFORMANCE,
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY
FINISHES FOR ALL YOUR WOOD
SIDING, SHAKES, LOGS &
BEAMWORK, DECKS, FENCES,
WINDOWS, DOORS, ETC…

JEWELTREE
WOOD CARE

250-210-1178

Mention this ad and
get an additional
10% off.

Rent/Lease/Buy
Quality Used Cars & Trucks

We will pick you up
from Ferries and Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788
SIDNEYCARS.COM

CALL FOR ENTRY
The Comox Valley Art Gallery is
accepting submissions for the
32nd Juried Christmas Craft Fair,
Nov. 10 - Dec. 30. 580 Duncan Ave,
Courtenay. Call: 250-338-6211, fax
250-338-6287, check online at
www.comoxvalleyartgallery.com or
shop@comoxvalleyartgallery.com.

ADVERTISE!
www.islandtides.com

Bulk Water Delivery Ltd

• 3000gals Drinking Water •

Tank Filling, Cleaning,
Sales & Rentals
Pool Filling

CRD Health Approved

250-474-7912

ISLAND EXPLORER
PROPERTY

Greenhouses
for Farm
and Garden

MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230

GSA Auto
Rentals & Sales
Monthly
Rentals
from $525.

Waterworks

Southern Gulf
House & Cottage Rentals
FOR POSITIVE RESULTS LIST
WITH US!
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

HEALTH

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes
& Aluminum Railings
for Sundecks, Garage
Decks and Roofdecks.
C A LL D AVE W O O DE
C ONT RAC T ING :

25 0- 5 37 -2 9 9 0 o r
1- 8 00 - 8 04 -6 28 8
Servicing the Gulf Islands

Traditional Chinese Medicine

Acupuncture

Used by people for
over 3000 years and
recognized by the
World Health
Organization as a safe,
effective, drug-free
therapy for many
common health problems.

Trevor Erikson, R.Ac
Registered Acupuncturist
For an appointment call the
Pender Island Health Centre:

629-3322

HELP WANTED
Pender Island Motor Route carrier
required. Daily 7-10:30 a.m. delivery
of Ti mes Colonist newspapers.
Vehicle required. Earns $77.50/day.
Call Kryn Zedel at 1-800-663-6384

LETTERS from previous page

Whale Watching Boats Too Close
Dear Editor:
On Wednesday, September 7, we watched five whale-watching
boats race up Trincomali Channel and surround a pod of orcas.
They then, along with two sailboats, pursued them down the
channel. We watched these boats race ahead and stop in their
path so that the whales would have to pass close to the boats.
We watched the boats as they followed the whales around
Walker Rock and through the Ballingall Islets (a provincial
nature park to provide protection to the double crested
cormorants that nest there). I sure hope the whales enjoyed this
as much as all the people on the boats did.
I understand that this pod is pursued on a daily basis by
whale watchers and boaters. One of the reasons for the decline
of the Southern Resident Orcas is stress caused by vessel traffic.
I love to see the whales, we all do, but at what cost?
Donna Martin, Salt Spring Island

When Will the Government Be Sitting?
Editor’s Note: This letter, an open letter to Premier Gordon
Campbell and all MLAs, was sent to ‘Island Tides’ for
publication. We received other letters on the same topic from
different places, also with lists of issues that need to be
addressed. If you have a topic to add, let your MLA know.
Dear Editor:
Was it not this government that wanted to be more transparent,
have fixed election dates and times when government would be
sitting? I’m sure it was, or is this just another broken promise. I
say, Shame! Shame!.
I just recently spoke with my MLA, Scott Fraser, and he said
he’s ready to sit. Perhaps the Liberals do not have anything on
their plate, and if so, perhaps they would like to hear from the
opposition, who are also representing other communities in this
province, who may have issues to raise. I believe, the riding of
Port Alberni has issues to raise.
Currently there is:
1. Raw log export review
2. Catalyst Paper - with issues on property tax reform
3. Watershed protection
4. High unemployment - not 3% as Victoria is experiencing.
5. Boil water advisory in Tofino
6. Rich Coleman’s visit to Port Alberni
These are just some of the news catching items that require
debate in the legislature on how to begin to solve some of these
very important issues.
I believe the Liberal, NDP and Green voices in the riding of
Alberni-Qualicum need to be heard.
Leslie Walerius, Port Alberni i

Steele Greenhouse
Components Inc.
Mayne Island
Tel: (604) 532-1817
www.steelgc.com

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252 or
250-478-6937

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-877-652-0599
Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

FREE
SCRAP CAR
REMOVAL
Gulf Islands
Victoria • Sooke
Sidney • Duncan

1-250-744-6842

www.flynn.ca

FOR SALE

MARINE

Metal roofing and siding for sale.
Seconds available. darbrain@shaw.ca
250-544-3106
1990 Dodge Dakota Truck, low kms 113,500, great shape, no rust. 6cyclinder, 5-speed. King cab, bench
seat in back, seats 5. Comes with
canopy. $6000 obo. 250-629-3380

,f
Live

SMARTER THAN JACK, from page 57
She says, too, that while some of the stories may be sadly
funny, they can be used as teaching examples for responsible
animal care. For example, she cautions, ‘you may even need to
monitor what television channels your pet watches.’ I suspect
her tongue is firmly in her cheek, although there is a story about

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

resh & frozen seafood

The Fishery Afloat
ava
ilabl
e

sle
on the ‘ Gulf I

I’

Watch for the ‘Gulf Isle I’, bringing products
from Salt Spring Island's premier seafood
market, ‘The Fishery’...
• BC’s best wild-only salmon, live
local crab, fresh halibut & other
seasonal seafood
• gourmet canned wild-only salmon
& albacore tuna (smoked/plain)
•sample our famous salmon
candy & smoked salmon pate

Come visit us all summer
long from 11am–5pm:
FRIDAYS
Miners Bay, Mayne Island
SATURDAYS
Montague Marina, Galiano Island
SUNDAYS
Poets Cove, South Pender Island
FOR ADVANCE ORDERS:
call 250-537-2457 or
email fish@saltspring.com

GETAWAYS
MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

READ ON!
www.islandtides.com

COAL PLANTS from page 1
reduce air pollutants and improve human health.
The letter is signed by the Sierra Club of Canada (BC
Chapter), David Suzuki Foundation, BC Sustainable Energy

ISLAND
MARINE

• DOCKS
• RAMPS
• PILE DRIVING
Toll-free:
1-866-399-7525
www.heavymetalmarineltd.com

BUSINESS OPP
www.PROVEN
HEALTH
SOLUTIONS.net
Electrically Available®
Nutritional Supplements
Help others attain Ideal
Health & be highly rewarded.

FREE educational info
package. (250)220-1262
BC Gold & Platinum
Mining Properties
Properties with mineral
occurrences or mines for sale
in beautiful British Columbia
& Ontario, Canada.
Prospect for, or develop Gold,
Platinum, Silver, Jade,
Hotsprings & more.
40 acres & up from
$2000.00 (CDN) Owner
financing is available.
For a full list of properties:

www.BCgold.ca
1-877-GOLD-404

Association, Dogwood Initiative, One Sky, Living Oceans
Society, GSX Concerned Citizens Coalition, Federation of BC
Naturalists, and Wildsight. i

two Siamese cats that learned to step on the remote and turn on
the Animal Channel.
‘Smarter Than Jack: 91 Amazing True Stories,’ Avocado Press,
2005. Purchasing Info: www.smarterthanjack.com or call the
Vancouver Humane Society. $17.95 i

SEAWEED from page 6
billionaire’s daughter with an unsavoury past who has
mysteriously disappeared. His search for the young woman
leads him on a trail of murder, greed and obsessive violence. En
route he tackles a pair of ruthless drug dealers and even a failed
attempt on his own life. His perseverance pays off to bring a
master criminal to justice despite a merry jig from Victoria to
Seattle to the glitzy casinos of Nevada and back.
Stan Evans, a Brit who has lived in Canada since 1954 has
honed his craft writing freelance articles for newspapers and
magazines, plays produced at the Seymour Street Arts Club in
PESTICIDE & WILDLIFE from page 1
to dispose of half a million poorly tracked, MSMA-contaminated
trees in BC forests.
It took much longer for government to even consider CWS
research findings, which were communicated at an international
science conference in late 2004, a detailed workshop attended
by committee members in January 2005, and again by letter in
February 2006.
It was only at Wier’s insistence that BC forest ministry staff
agreed to reconsider its draft policy in light of the CWS research.
This led to yet another postponement of the committee‚s next
meeting, until January 2007, two years after the CWS first
reported its findings.
To Wier, the entire MSMA fiasco illustrates problems
identified in four successive audits by Canada’s Commissioner of
the Environment and Sustainable Development since 1988:
• Agencies such as Health Canada’s Pesticide Management and
Regulatory Agency (PMRA) and BC’s forest and environment
ministries are under-resourced in terms of staff and expertise to
adequately evaluate the safety of MSMA and other pesticides.
• Too few safety checks and effective mechanisms of recourse

Vancouver, and author of two previous books, Outlaw Gold and
Snow-Coming Moon. He grabs his reader off the top of Seaweed
on the Street and won’t let go until the last line, blending
modern-day crime detection with ancient Coast Salish ritual.
If Glynis Leyshon doesn’t introduce us to Seaweed sometime
soon on Knowledge Network’s ‘By the Book’, I’ll be
disappointed. In the meantime, I hope author Evans is busy
inventing more Seaweed books. He’s good.
Seaweed on the Street, Stan Evans, Touch Wood Editions,
2005, $12.95. i

exist for citizens who disagree with PMRA decisions.
• Provincial and federal health, environment and forest
ministries are seriously hindered by a lack of inter-agency coordination.
The solution, says Wier, is for government to:
• Implement habitat restoration, compensation and
enhancement measures for birds affected by the misuse of
MSMA, undertake more research to monitor its long-term
effects, and open its findings to peer and public review.
• Act on reports of the Commissioner on the Environment and
Sustainable Development, to properly resource Canada’s PMRA
and put more safety checks, and effective means of recourse for
citizens, in place—such as an independent panel of scientists to
review controversial cases.
• Equip BC’s forest and environment ministries with sufficient
staff resources, including dedicated toxicologists, to fulfill their
mandate of protecting the public interest.
• Implement the precautionary principle when there is
insufficient knowledge about a potentially harmful new
substance. i

Excerpts from a Caravanista’s Journal
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Tanya Lester
n June 18, 2006, I set out on the 17th
Friendship Caravan to Cuba which took
60 tons of humanitarian aid on ten
slogan-plastered buses, trucks and ambulances
to Tampico, Mexico where the aid was loaded
onto a Cuban ship. There are ten caravan
routes through the United States (four began in
Canada, including mine which began at the
Peace Arch border crossing near White Rock).
Another aspect of the collective caravans is
to protest the US trade embargo against Cuba,
which began in 1962. Each evening, we stopped
at an event organized by supporters along the
way, who then billeted us for the night. The
following are excerpts from my travel journal:
June 19, Portland, Oregon: Carol Cross,
our Route B speaker, talked about 43 computers
that US Customs officers seized from the
Caravan last year. After Pastors for Peace, the
Caravan organizers, threatened a law suit against
the US Department of Justice for failing to
provide a reason for holding the donated
computers, they were returned less than a
month before the 2006 Caravan began. By that
time, outraged Cuba solidarity groups in Europe,
who heard of the US government confiscation,
had donated so many computers to the
Caribbean country, that they were no longer
needed there. The 43 computers were instead
donated to the New Orleans hurricane survivors.
June 20, Corvalis, Oregon: Juanita
Rodrigez, our host, provided the organic
restaurant owner who catered our event with
recipes passed down from her Cuban mother-inlaw. ‘What I like most about the Caravan is that
it is a movement of people-to-people,’ said

O

Rodrigez. Frank Morse, the Republican state
senator, attended the evening on his own
initiative. After Carol Cross gave a speech in
which she was candid about the US
government’s negligence in its relationship to
Cuba, Morse told her privately that he was not
offended and agreed with everything she said.
Even Republicans, we are told, are now
distancing themselves from the President Bush
administration.
June 21, Eugene, Oregon: At the church
where our event takes place, a young Cuban
American woman, who has her baby in a
stroller with her, makes a lot of purchases from
the t-shirt table which I oversee. She says she
knows the money will benefit Cubans. For
three years, she tells me, she has been unable to
visit her family in Cuba. This is since the Bush
administration changed a policy that allowed
Cuban Americans to visit Cuba once a year to
once every three years.
June 22, Ashland, Oregon: We get to
take a look at a shed jampacked with bicycles
for Cuba. They even hang from the ceiling. Brad
Jones, a long-time Caravan supporter, collects
and repairs these bikes year round. The Cuban
goal is for each family to own one bicycle as a
form of transportation to work.
June 23, Chico, California: In the 103ºF
heat, we have our first tire blow-out. At the
Peace and Justice Centre, we show the film
called ‘Who’s Afraid of the Little Yellow School
Bus?’ It tells the story of a caravanista hunger
strike in 1995.
It was provoked when US Customs refused
to allow a bus to go across the US-Mexican

Photo: Scott Miksch

‘Friendship Caravan to Cuba’ bus being loaded with aid in Eugene, Oregon.

border as it was destined to go on the ship of
donations to Cuba. After 23 days, the bus was
released. A university professor buys a copy of
the video to show his students. ‘What faculty
are you in?’ I ask. ‘That doesn’t matter,’ he
replies. He turns out to be in physical education
and business administration. Obviously, he is a
true educator in the broadest sense of the word.
June 24, Berkeley, California: Beserkley,
as resident Carol Cross lovingly calls it, is like a
mecca for someone like me who started out in
the university student press in the ’70s. There is
a Free Speech Movement Café there dedicated to
the students who were arrested for protesting
against the Vietnam War.
June 25, Palo Alto, California: We
attend a Quaker service, followed by Carol
Cross’ slide show presentation. Included in her
discussion is information about the Torricelli
NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF BYLAW 3378 –
Amendment. This is a US government policy
NOISE SUPPRESSION (SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS) BYLAW
which dictates that any ship docking in Cuba
cannot dock in the United States for six
The Board of the Capital Regional District gives notice that it intends to adopt Bylaw No.
months. This means other countries seldom
3378, Noise Suppression (Southern Gulf Islands) Bylaw No. 1, 2006, at its meeting of
trade with Cuba as they cannot afford to
Wednesday, October 11, 2006, in the Board Room at 625 Fisgard Street, Victoria, BC,
boycott the much larger American market.
V8W 1R7.
Also, if a manufacturer trades anything that has
The purpose of Bylaw No. 3378 is to ensure the peace and enjoyment of residents in the
a US part in it to Cuba, it can no longer
Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area (Galiano, Mayne, North Pender, Piers, Saturna and
purchase that part from the US.
South Pender Islands) by establishing regulations and penalties to assist with and
June 25, San Jose, California: Our
encourage the abatement and control of disturbing noise.
presentation is in a Baptist Church attended by
A copy of Bylaw No. 3378 may be inspected between the hours of 8:30 am and 4:30 pm,
African-Americans and whites. Two older
Monday to Friday inclusive, excluding public holidays, from the date of this Notice until
women host the event while two young men
October 11, 2006 at the locations listed below:
(one the pastor) prepare the food and clean-up
• Public Notice Posting Place, Main Floor, 625 Fisgard Street, Victoria, BC
afterwards. Here, like everywhere else, there
• Animal Control & Bylaw Enforcement, #212-2780 Millstream Road, Victoria, BC
are scathing comments against Bush.
• CRD Building Inspection office, 4605 Bedwell Harbour Road (Driftwood Centre),
June 26, Santa Barbara, California: A
North Pender Island, BC (8:30 am to Noon; 1:00 pm to 4:30 pm, Mon., Wed., Fri.)
retired Latin American professor who co-hosts
You may also view Bylaw No. 3378 on the Internet @
the events tells me how the embargo affects the
http://www.crd.bc.ca/bylaws/animalcontrolnoiseti_/index.htm
pursuit of knowledge. A Latin-American
Select Bylaw No. 3378 from the list of bylaws.
Studies Conference is moved from Cuba to the
United States. The Cubans cannot attend
Questions regarding Bylaw No. 3378 may be directed to Don Brown, Chief Bylaw
because of the blockade.
Enforcement Officer, telephone (250) 474-3351 (local 21), or toll free 1-800-665-7899.
June 27, Los Angeles, California: Our
DATED this 14th day of September, 2006
event is held at the Los Angeles Workers Centre,
owned by the Communist Party. To raise money
Carmen Thiel
for the Caravan, a bottle of Cuban rum is
Corporate Secretary
auctioned off with two glasses and a folktale that
Fidel Castro
and
Che
Guevera used
them to toast
the revolution.
June 28,
Phoenix,
Arizona:
Prior to September 28, contact
If you want your child to be working toward a BC
After two tire
the DLPP centre of your choice:
graduation (distinct from homeschooling) and would
blowouts in
like to have a BC certified teacher guiding the
the Arizona
desert,
we
learning and offering best-practice learning
Mayne Island
finally
arrive
resources, the Gulf Islands (SD 64) District Learners
Ty Binfet or Barb Edwards
in
this

School District #64 (Gulf Islands)

Looking for a flexible school option for your child?. . .

Partnership Program is for you. We are also piloting
our BC First Nations option, based on traditional
Aboriginal learning models and incorporating BC
aboriginal content wherever possible.
Benefits of the DLPP include:
 Significant parental partnership
 Regular teacher contact
 Flexible pacing
 Rich learning resource budget
 Supports all learning styles

539 - 2371

Saturna Island
Steve Dunsmuir
539 - 2472

Pender Islands
Martin Blakesley
or Colleen Fitz-Gerald
629 - 3711

Galiano Island
Glenn Goring
539 - 2261

sprawling city where shopping for tires
becomes the priority. Our host has a swimming
pool in his townhouse complex.
June 29, Silver City, New Mexico:
Upon finding out I am Canadian, our host tells
me, ‘You are so lucky. I am so stressed out with
everything that is happening in the United
States.’ He has a poster on his wall: ‘America is
Addicted to Oil.’ His group donates a baby
incubator to go to a Cuban hospital.
June 30, El Paso, Texas: Before arriving
here, word reaches us through a static-filled
cellphone that a 17-year-old activist will join the
caravan here. Turns out Anne Herman is
actually 70 but she certainly is an activist. She is
one of several grandmothers who have been
arrested while protest-trespassing on the
School of the Americas grounds, where the US
government trains Latin American military in
torture techniques.
July 2, San Antonio, Texas: At a
Unitarian Fellowship service, caravanista
Nancy Abbey reads an e-mail from a friend now
living in Cuba. She tells the story of an elderly
friend, who having survived breast cancer,
wants to get tested for bone cancer. She cannot
get tested as all the machines to do this test, at
three different hospitals, are broken. The part
they need is manufactured in the United States.
July 2–5, McAllen, Texas: All Caravan
routes meet. Almost 100 caravanistas prepare
to cross the border into Mexico. For US
citizens, it is against the law to collect aid or go
to Cuba. We go through 60 tons of aid to make
sure everything listed in the boxes, actually is in
the boxes. A local supporter gets us spots in the
4th of July parade. Our buses with ‘Impeach
Bush’ bumper stickers seem out of place among
the marching military units, American flags
and beauty queens. Most of the 2,000-strong
crowd seems to like us: return our peace sign
salutes and clap.
July 6, Reynosa, Mexico: All ten vehicles
filled with caravanistas and aid get across the
US-Mexican border without being stopped.
Speculation has it that we took the border
guards by surprise because we crossed around
5:30am and crossed at a different border than
the Caravan did in previous years.
July 7, Tampico, Mexico: The two buses
and two ambulances destined for Cuba are
packed full with bikes, wheelchairs, crutches,
walkers, medicine, sports equipment,
educational supplies and other aid. Boxes are
also loaded into large containers. Everything is
prepared for the ship.
July 8: Many caravanistas fly on to spend a
week in Cuba. Others return to their homes in
the United States and Canada.
For more information and stories, contact
PastorsforPeace.org. i

Accommodation & Attractions
Vancouver Island & Around the Georgia Strait
WHALE WATCHING &
That ‘Little’
ARINE WILDLIFE TOURS
M
Coffee Place

Coffee Place

Historic Duncan, 149 Canada Ave
• opposite the train station •

250-746-5233
CAMPGROUND

In the filtered sunlight of an old
forest. 1o min walk via Mouat Park
trails to Ganges or 3 min drive.
Visa, Mastercard, AmEx

 Can live anywhere in BC
Salt Spring Island
Marie Mullen or Carol Janyk
537-1156

305 Rainbow Rd

Salt Spring Island

250-537-4346

gardenfaire@saltspring.com

aboard highspeed zodiacs
from Ganges,
Salt Spring Island

Reservations Required
Please call 1-888-656-9878
www.sidneymarinesafari.ca

The Haven B&B
In Peaceful Victoria

Close to the ocean, UVic, & the
hospital. Organic breakfasts,
private bathrooms. $50-$70

250-598-7015

