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Labour Day shenanigans—Audrey Cadieux makes a splash at Morning Beach on Galiano Island.

Commentary by AlexAndrA Morton

reading between the lines at
the Cohen Commission

I

have engaged in every government
process designed to protect wild salmon
from salmon farms since 1988 and every
one of them has said the same thing—
separate the wild and farm salmon. But the
salmon farmers won’t do this because their
share price has to grow. The laws that protect
shareholders are more powerful than the laws
that protect our homes, the natural resources
of British Columbia and our future.
At its root the Cohen Commission is
seeking why the Fraser sockeye have been in
decline for 18 years. Whatever is killing these
sockeye affects only the sockeye that migrate
north out of the Fraser River past Campbell
River. The sockeye that go south have been
increasing over the same time period.
The cause of the decline must have started
in 1992, when the decline began, and it would
have to explain the strange behaviour
plaguing the Fraser sockeye since the mid1990s: entering the river too soon and dying
just before spawning. And it must have
turned off from 2008-2010 to allow survival
of the huge run last year.
I approached this as a murder mystery and
viewed the over 500,000 documents
provided to the Commission as clues;

including DFO emails, reports, briefings,
provincial farm disease data and maps all
available in a confidential electronic database.
After years of having to wonder what DFO
was thinking, I was able to read their own
words. I assembled all the information on this
into a report but the Commission would not
accept it.
In 1992, Chinook salmon farms were
placed in the narrowest channels of the Fraser
sockeye migration route off Campbell River.
These farms were plagued with a mysterious
illness that weakened the farm fish to the
point they died of many things. The director
of DFO’s Pacific Biological Station, Dr Mike
Kent, named it Plasmacytoid Leukemia
caused by the Salmon Leukemia Virus. Brain
tumours were associated with the disease. It
caused fish farm companies to go bankrupt.
The industry switched to Atlantic salmon.
Studies reported farmed Chinook salmon
could infect sockeye salmon. DFO did
nothing to protect the Fraser sockeye or wild
Chinook populations.
One sockeye generation after the arrival of
this disease in the narrowest channels of their
marine migration route, the Fraser sockeye
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Hooson Road roadblock—again
Christa Grace-Warrick

On Friday, September 9, Hooson Road on Pender Island was the scene of civil action
for the second time. Neighbours, Trustee Gary Steeves and CRD Director Ken Hancock
arrived at the heritage road’s ‘S’ bend to prevent rock blasting.
Hooson Road is one of three roads on North Pender designated as a Heritage Road
in the Official Community Plan (the others are Amies Road and Razor Point Road).
There is a Trust Area protocol for the Heritage Road designation in which the
Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure must consult the Local Trust Committee
before any alterations are permitted. This consultation had not taken place.
However, road building had already been going on for two months; on a parcel
being subdivided into four lots and on Hooson Road itself.
Access roads to a developing subdivision must have Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure (MTI) permission and be built to Ministry standards (eventually such
roads are taken into MTI jurisdiction). Often, additional requirements to fulfill MTI
standards are required—in this case, presumably, the straightening out of the first
HOOSON ROAD, please turn to page 5

A turning point for Canada?
Inspired by Jack Layton’s final message,
almost 1,000 Canadians have already
signed up to participate in a week of
gatherings and a day of action designed
to bring them together, across
generations and party lines, to work for
change.
Leadnow.ca, the organization that
made vote mobs a national phenomenon
in the last election, is coordinating the
campaign, called Turning Point. Turning
Point gatherings will take place between
Tuesday, September 27 and Sunday,
October 2. The Turning Point day of
action is October 3.

During the week of gatherings, these
Canadians will discuss how they can
collaborate to build a shared extraParliamentary voice for change on a
range of issues, from democratic reforms
to rising inequality and climate change.
The day of action will culminate with
a ‘Post-It’ action at constituency offices
across the country. Participants will post
messages about the reasons they want to
organize for change on the walls and
windows of their MP’s offices.
‘Jack Layton’s death and final message
tapped into many people’s deep desire for
LEADNOW, please turn to page 3

SERIOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Nanaimo—Across from the Hospital

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Road

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Avenue

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Avenue

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd CO-OP

Campbell River—Willow Point Village
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21
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0520
1328
1903
2243

4.9
13.5
11.2
11.8

1.5
4.1
3.4
3.6

29
TH

0014
0647
1224
1804

3.3
14.8
8.2
15.1

1.0
4.5
2.5
4.6

22
TH

0627
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2003

4.9
13.5
10.5

1.5
4.1
3.2

30
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0059
0749
1314
1842

2.6
14.8
9.2
14.8

0.8
4.5
2.8
4.5
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0732
1455
2047

11.8
4.9
13.8
9.5

3.6
1.5
4.2
2.9

1
SA
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1411
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2.3
14.4
10.2
14.1

0.7
4.4
3.1
4.3
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0830
1527
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12.5
4.6
14.1
8.5

3.8
1.4
4.3
2.6

2
SU
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1004
1521
2009

2.6
14.4
10.8
13.5

0.8
4.4
3.3
4.1
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25
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0921
1556
2207

13.1
4.9
14.4
7.2

4.0
1.5
4.4
2.2

MO

3

0333
1114
1648
2108

3.3
14.4
10.8
12.5

1.0
4.4
3.3
3.8

Hundreds of peaceful protestors at the August 30 ‘Save Our Wild Salmon Rally’ outside the Vancouver Art Gallery
call for private fishfarms to get out of BC’s public waters.
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3
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2.0
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0.6
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1.0

5
WE

0501
1313
1926
2254

3.3
10.5
7.9
8.2

1.0
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0.7
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and the onset of the sockeye collapse coincided. They also
began entering the river too early, dying before spawning refused to give her $18,000 to test the genomic profile of
and declining, and they did not bounce back until the the farm salmon.
At Cohen hearings, salmon farmers said they would
Chinook salmon farms were quietly removed from their
begin
talking to Miller about testing their fish after the
migration route in June 2007.
Cohen
hearings. One of the most chilling discoveries I made
As reported at The Cohen Commission, the first Fraser
is
that
the provincial autopsies on dead farm salmon are
sockeye smolts that did not pass by Chinook salmon farms
reporting
the diagnostic lesions of Salmon Leukemia
since 1992 began the reversal of the decline and by 2010
regularly,
but the supervising vet does not believe in
returned in historic numbers. This pattern is so
the
disease
and so the official diagnosis will
remarkable that application of the Precautionary
never
be
Salmon
Leukemia—if you don’t
‘If we want
Principle to remove salmon farms from the
diagnosis
it,
it
doesn’t
exist.
Fraser sockeye migration route should be
wild salmon,
The
Cohen
Commission’s
government
obvious.
it
is
up
to
us.’
lawyers
received
my
report,
and
never
asked a
But back in 2006, so many sockeye were
single
question
about
it.
The
lawyer
for
Canada
dying in the river, DFO had to factor this in before
called it ‘hearsay’. They attacked my education, and
they could open a fishery. Pre-spawn mortality had to
that
I
travel
freely over the ocean in a speedboat, suggesting
receive an allocation. DFO tasked their own scientist, Dr
I
am
a
biohazard
for going near the salmon farms. When
Kristi Miller, to read the biological switches that turn on and
the
lawyer
for
BC
asked about my lack of respect for some
off in all living cells in response to starvation, algae blooms,
senior
government
scientists, he talked over me as I tried to
disease, food, etc. It is called genomic profiling. Miller was
answer.
The
transcripts
will be on the CohenCommission.ca
expected to find the Fraser sockeye were starving, but the
website
at
some
point.
pattern she saw showed virus and/or cancer; she called it
I never got the chance to tell Justice Cohen that the
the mortality related genomic signature.
Province
of BC is also diagnosing the clinical signs of all the
While I believe she deserves the Order of Canada, this
lethal
and
emerging pathogens in Norway: pancreatic
finding was bad for her career. There was only one virus
disease,
heart
and skeletal muscle inflammation, and
that fit the physical condition of the fish, their strange
Infectious
Salmon
Anemia, a jaundice condition of farm
behaviour and the cellular response: Salmon Leukemia
salmon
in
Chile.
I
cannot
explain why I am the only person
Virus.
who
seems
concerned
that
a test for the exotic Salmon
Miller found what appeared to be tumours in the Fraser
Alphavirus
is
being
developed
by the province.
sockeye brains. She found herself in a minefield. Woe to the
At
this
point
I
don’t
think
we
are going to keep our wild
DFO scientist who finds evidence salmon farms are killing
salmon.
As
a
resident
of
tiny
Echo
Bay, I see this as an
wild salmon—because policy says they don’t. This is how we
invasion;
the
local
people
have
no
rights.
Biological truths
lost the North Atlantic cod; DFO ignoring their own
have
no
weight
in
the
courts,
or
in
government.
The wild
scientists. In that case the DFO scientist quit but Dr Miller
salmon
can
only
live
or
die,
they
have
already
been
is staying and fighting to identify and track the virus killing
compromised
to
death.
If
we
want
wild
salmon
it
is
up
to
the Fraser sockeye.
us.
The
power
of
one
is
all
we
have,
but
we
all
have
it.
DFO decided Miller could not attend the closed scientific
meetings on the 2009 sockeye collapse. They told her not Find out more about Alexandra Morton’s work by visiting:
to speak about the timing, or to say that salmon farm disease
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9:30AM SALTSPRING SATURDAY MARKET CRUISE
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WE MAKE YOUR TRIP A PART OF THE ADVENTURE!
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PRIVATE CHARTERS, DIVING COURSES & MORE!
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ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
NEW MOON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
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Salt Spring Island
Chamber of Commerce
www.saltspringtourism.com

9100 East Saanich Road
North Saanich
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Crofton

ISLAND TIDES, Sept 22, 2011, Page 3

Ottawa Report by Elizabeth May

Will government create further hardship

 

 
for families, immigrants and refugees?
Midweek Bed & Breakfast Special
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eople often ask me if I have encountered any big
surprises since starting the work of an MP. Of course,
I knew that an MP’s job is hard work. I also knew that
a large proportion of it is focused on delivering assistance
to people who need help in the riding. And I knew that the
bulk of those issues would relate to immigration problems.
What I had not been expecting was the callous, Kafkaesque nature of recent immigration decisions. Here are a
few examples of cases that just my electoral district of
Saanich–Gulf Islands is working on at the moment. (Names
and nationalities removed to respect privacy).
A young pregnant woman applied to come to Canada,
sponsored by other relatives from her country of origin. At
the time, she was told she could not apply for an unborn
child. When the child was three, her immigration approval
came through, but then she was told that as she had not
applied for the child, she could not bring him. She headed
to Canada, leaving the boy with relatives, under the belief
she could sponsor her child once she established residency.
Two years later, immigration officials have rejected the
application to allow her five-year-old son to join her, and
have written him: ‘Dear Mr XX… You do not fit any
acceptable classification of sponsored person…’—as if he
could read. Maybe it is just as well he cannot.
A Canadian citizen has had her 97-year-old mother from
the UK living with her while her mother applies for
permanent residency, which has been in process since
2008. The mother has no living relatives in the UK
anymore, and the family expends enormous sums for health
care insurance. The most recent letter from Immigration
Canada has told her that the process to determine whether
her mother can stay will take another 47 months.
A refugee from political strife who, at the tender age of
six had seen his entire family slaughtered in his country of
origin, applied to come to Canada. He is being sponsored
by a Canadian citizen, another refugee from the same
turmoil, whose family adopted the younger boy in the
refugee camp. The sponsor, his older brother, is now in our
military and served overseas. He started the sponsorship
process seven years ago. Immigration Canada has told the
younger brother, now in his twenties, that his country of
origin is fine and he should go back.
I could go on and on. There are married couples who
cannot reunite as the immigration process drags on. There
are family members who only want a visa to make a short
visit to see sisters, parents, etc, but are refused. There are
heart-wrenching compassionate grounds that are ignored.
The individual heartbreaks should be no surprise.
Here are some statistics on the Harper government’s
immigration record from an April 20 press release from
Lawyers Practicing Immigration Law:
• Since the Conservative Party took power, the processing
time of visa applications for parents and grandparents has
increased dramatically. The number of parent and
grandparent visas issued in 2006, based on the 2005 targets,

LEADNOW from page 1
both a more positive and collaborative kind of politics, and
their concern about the direction that our country is being
taken by this government,’ said Jamie Biggar, Executive
Director of Leadnow.ca. ‘It is amazing how empowering it
was. We saw people, many of whom have never been
involved in politics before, saying that they wanted to step
up and get involved.’
Turning Point was planned over two days and then
quietly launched with an invitation letter on Thursday,
August 25. Word of the event has spread rapidly online. In
just one week, almost 1,000 people signed up to host or
participate in Turning Point gatherings.
‘Many Canadians know in our bones that our country is
heading
in the
wrong
direction.
The Island
Tides
10.25"
x 2"Our government is
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...back by popular demand! $169*

was 20,005. The number of visas for parents and
grandparents that will be issued this year is 11,200, a
reduction of almost 9,000 or close to 44%.
• The total processing time for a sponsorship of a parent
application, including the time for the processing of the
sponsorship in Canada and the processing of the application
overseas, increased between 9 and 30 months, depending
on the visa post.
• Moreover, given that the number of visas issued is being
reduced, the backlogs will increase and the processing times
will increase. The failure of the government to address this
issue is creating immense hardship on immigrant families.

Stay with us midweek in September or October
and enjoy an ocean view lodge room plus
a delicious hot breakfast for 2
*Offered Sunday - Thursday and based on availability

R

In June in Parliament, interim leader of the Liberal Party
Bob Rae read the text of an email from an immigration
official to one of the Liberal caucus to the effect that they
were under political orders that family reunification was not
a priority. Should instructions change, the email concluded,
the process would be improved.
There are legitimate debates to be had about
immigration policy. Some environmentalists believe
Canada should reduce immigration on ecological grounds.
But this government is bringing in immigrants with
marketable skills, while leaving families in desperate
emotional turmoil. The basic principles of family
reunification are being thwarted by stealth, not by principle.
Meanwhile, the so-called Human Smuggling Bill will be
re-introduced. This bill panders to xenophobia prompted
by the sight of boatloads of refugees on our shores. Of
course, we wish we had accepted boatloads of Jewish
refugees from Nazi Germany, but we didn’t. Strangely, this
bill, marketed as a way to prevent the unscrupulous from
preying on the desperate, will target people arriving by boat
for special treatment. Those refugee applicants will be
placed under mandatory arrest and detention for one year.
This applies to men, women and children who arrive by
boat. Most refugee claimants in Canada arrive at our
airports. When I asked Immigration Minister Jason Kenney
about this discrepancy, he told me he can designate entry
anywhere to meet the terms of this act. I pointed out to him
that it was wrong to talk about refugees ‘jumping the queue,’
as political refugees, by definition, are not able, due to fear
of persecution or death, to stay in their country of origin to
apply to leave. Mr Kenney says the queue is to go to a UN
refugee camp and wait there.
Canada’s policy toward immigration and refugees has
changed dramatically while the Conservatives had a
minority government. We need to discuss these issues and
protect human rights now that Mr Harper has his majority.
Note to Canadian citizens born in the US: My office is
working hard to sort out what is and is not required for IRS
filings. I have written the PM on this issue and am meeting
soon with the US Ambassador to Canada. If this applies to
you, please contact my Constituency Office to be placed on
an information update list so I can keep you informed: 250657-2000. 0
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• Attractive
• Economical
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• PVC
Finally… a solar
powered dock light
that really works!

barrplastics.com
1-800-665-4499
Ask your local dock contractor or call BARR Plastics today!

Rainwater Harvesting Systems
A B O V E & B E L O W G RO U ND A P PL I C A T I O N S
FEATURING

world leading
brands

becoming less democratic, less caring and less responsible,’
said Biggar. ‘Moreover, they want to feel a sense of
community and purpose in this work.’
At the end of the gatherings, participants will be invited
to sign-up to be engaged and active in a way that works for
them, from joining an online communications network to
joining a community organizing team or writing letters to
the editor on shared campaigns.
‘This moment goes beyond any one party,’ said Biggar.
‘This is about taking responsibility. The time is calling for
us all to be ambitious in our goals, and humble in our
recognition that we can only get there by working together.’
You can find more information about Turning Point,
including an interactive map that shows all of the gatherings
and participants who have signed up to date, at
www.leadnow.ca/en/turning-point. 0
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Feature letter from John Hague

An Inside View of Utilities Governance
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It’s a date!
Sat Sept 24: 350.org’s ‘Moving Planet’ Global
Day of Action—bike, skate, board, walk!
Mon Sept 26: Keystone Pipeline Rally in Ottawa
tueS oct 4: nominations open for local
government elections

uniting Islands—big and small. It costs a lot
to keep a regional newspaper going!

Voluntary Subscriptions help
keep all this great news coming!
Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make a good you contact for you?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?

If you receive Island Tides in your mailbox, or
pick it up from one of our yellow freeboxes
located around the Strait of Georgia from
Victoria to Campbell River or, if you read online,
you can show your support by mailing a voluntary
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I was very impressed with Gary Holman’s article, titled
The BC government now gave us the Clean Energy Act.
‘Economic Mismanagement of the Public Good’, in the A thinly disguised ‘green cloak’, the underlying purpose of
August 11 edition of Island Tides.
which was to build private sector power for export, heavily
For 22 years I served on the staff of the BCUC, and for subsidized by the citizens and electricity customers of BC.
the first 15 felt as though our efforts on behalf of the public Was this our way of paying for our accomplice role in the
good mattered. Our legislation was new and strong, if a bit extortion of money from the California electricity market?
ambiguous.
Clearly, this policy has nothing to do with ‘net social benefit’
Ten years in, we brought ‘Integrated Energy Resource and everything to do with ‘follow the money’!
Planning’ into our regulatory regime and soon
‘Smart Meters’ would be truly smart if only
Why do we
afterwards government launched the much
this meant they were ‘net meters’, where the
pretend to be
needed Environmental Assessment Act.
meter would run in both directions at the same
These two initiatives, if properly integrated
price per kilowatt-hour. If home and business
enhancing the
and coordinated would ensure projects funded
owners produced more electricity than needed,
economy with
or supported by the provincial government met sweet energy deals the surplus could be transferred immediately
the rigourous ‘Net Social Benefit Test’, where
to the grid and offset the cost when the home
to industry?
alternative projects compete on the basis of
or business needed to draw upon the grid’s
highest present value of net project costs and benefits over resources. Solar power, wind and other ‘in situ’ generation
the lifecycle of the project.
resources would flourish and huge investments in
‘Benefits and costs’ are defined to also include both transmission as well as generation would be avoided.
environmental/natural resource values and human
There is another enormous economic potential in the
resource values. UBC, SFU and UVic experts got on board development of alternative energy and related services. We
helping to make this happen.
are in a perfect geological position to learn how to use our
BC was on the leading edge of this major advance in tidal resource in conjunction with the production of
policy formation. Together with the four northwestern hydrogen as a back-up energy carrier. The world lives
American states, California and eventually Ontario, this ‘full mainly near its oceans and tidal power is distributed
cost’ approach to project selection brought home the generously, driven by the sun and moon. We could ‘firm up’
essential fact that ‘energy conservation’ consistently high value electricity using both hydrogen and natural gas
provides the highest net social benefit compared with back-ups. So, why do we pretend to be enhancing the
traditional supply-side investments. Great news if your new economy with sweet energy deals to industry when we could
electricity would otherwise come from nuclear fission, dirty be doing much better with our money? My belief is,
coal or massive hydroelectric!
following the recent nuclear disaster in Japan, that the
‘Demand Side Management’ aka ‘Power Smart’ etc, Japanese will beat us to it, and take the lion’s share of a huge
became the order of the day with all of the utilities regulated global market potential. China is ‘starving’ for clean power
by the BCUC. Power Smart produced the equivalent of a and so are many other countries.
Site-C dam’s worth of power at half the unit cost, ignoring
And let’s take an honest look at our ‘load resource
environmental and social benefits! And that achievement balance’ for electricity in BC. We do import and export
represented only 10% of the feasible, identified conservation power, and do so at a net profit. But just because we import
potential using 1988 technology! Our new Environmental for this purpose does not mean that we are short of domestic
Assessment Act invoked similar justification methodology, supply for domestic needs. We do enjoy the export profits,
and applied this rigour to private as well as public projects. but we do not need to build for export, especially under the
We had taken a giant step for a healthy, prosperous and terms of NAFTA!
sustainable community! We were on the path! Conservation
Gary has it right when he says: ‘The BCUC’s authority
had landed!
over all power projects and programs must be reinstated to
During the next seven years or so, things came undone. protect the interests of ratepayers. The integrity of the
A change in government from social democratic to Environmental Assessment Office (EAO) must be restored.
‘corporate government’ took place, with drastic reductions A moratorium must be placed on new independent power
in social programs, social justice, public interest agencies projects, and a watershed planning process implemented
and almost any government programs supporting human to ensure such projects are in the public interest.’
or environmental values.
I would only add that the BCUC and the EAO must
BCHydro sold its information systems out to ‘Accenture’, report, not to the Cabinet of the government in power, but,
the left-over fragment from the ENRON scandal. like the Auditor General, to the full Legislative Assembly;
Information is the backbone of the conservation resource! and all MLAs must have full access to the supporting
No public hearing, no interventions, not a peep from the information resources.
then co-opted BCUC.
Also, the Utilities Commission Act and the
Soon BCHydro was also promoting natural-gas turbine Environmental Assessment Act must be reinforced to
generating stations on Vancouver Island, seeming to ignore require the practice of ‘net social benefit’—benefit/cost/risk
the obvious fact that the conservation resource potential on assessment—and properly funded public participation and
Vancouver Island was already present and did not need to true consultation must be embedded in these Acts. The
be shipped there. But, as the Liberals saw it, the NDP had BCUC and the EAO must also collaborate and conduct joint
initiated the gas turbine option and it was their fault should public hearings whenever ‘net social benefit’ is being
it prove flawed. Sanity prevailed, thanks to public outcry and determined in project selection or program or policy
due public process. But, that avenue of rational thought was development. Commissioners of the BCUC should be
soon squashed by the power of ‘corporate government’.
appointed through non-partisan processes and approval
Recall George Orwell’s 1984. In his book ‘corporate and the same Commissioners should serve both the BCUC
government’ is the unholy trinity of big government, big and the EAO mandates.
media and big business/labour (see also Raph Nader’s
I look forward to seeing Holman run as the NDP
Crashing the Party). History is re-written, dissent is met candidate for Saanich North and the Islands in the next
with abuse, and ‘double-speak’ is the new language of provincial election. 0
government.
Photo: John Aitken
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Photo: Jane Dix

Box 55, pender Island, B.c. V0n 2M0
(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

ISLAND TIDES, Sept 22, 2011, Page 5

YIKES!
Where’s the

What’s On?

Page 6
(over)

TOP

5
TODO

Photo: Fireweed

Parade participants at Denman Island’s September 4 Blackberry Faire playfully express serious opposition to the Raven Coal Mine proposal.

HOOSON ROAD from page 1

corner because the subdivision road ‘Ts’ into Hooson Road at the wellknown blind, double corner.
Concerned neighbours, wondering why they had not been consulted,
contacted local officials about the ‘subdivision’. However, because the road
alteration had not been referred to the Local Trust Committee by the MTI

1) The contractor began work without a permit in place. We know that
the construction plans were approved and a permit would have eventually
been issued, but the contractor jumped the gun before a consultation
process with the public could be completed. Allowing a contractor to
complete works half-finished without a permit sets a bad precedence for
the Ministry in the eyes of the public and local governments.
2) The Ministry values the consultation process with the Islands Trust
and the local public. It is our opinion that this process must be undertaken
prior to works starting—as per the Memorandum of Understanding
between the Ministry and Islands Trust.
Works within the developers private property may continue. However,
the contractor will not be able to do any construction, or place equipment
within the Hoosen Road right-of-way.
The ministry will revisit the permitting process upon the conclusion
of the September 22nd meeting with the Islands Trust and local residents,
concluded Evanoff.

After further review and discussion of the Hoosen Road situation with
other Ministry staff and management we have determined that a pivotal
value of the Ministry—the agreed upon public consultation process with
the Islands Trust—is a necessity and must be completed prior to the start
of construction. In order for the Ministry to meet this agreed upon process
we require the current construction on Hoosen Road be halted until after
the conclusion of the September 22 meeting on Pender Island.
In order to properly facilitate the break in construction until after the
September 22 meeting the Ministry will require that the current state of
Hoosen Road be made safe to the travelling public. All excavations are to
be fenced, or barricaded, with other traffic control devices used where
necessary to ensure proper two-lane travel on the road. Upon completion
of this a Ministry representative will inspect the site to ensure that our
requirements have been met.
There are two core reasons for this decision:

HST POLL
Do you think 18
months is too long to
reinstate the
GST/PST system?

HERITAGE ROAD CORNER MARCH 2004
it was not at first clear to trustees that it was the alterations to the road
rather than the subdivision that were residents’ point of concern.
Meanwhile, on Hooson Road, once the contractor had stripped the verge
and bank away, a large outcrop of rock stood in the way of road-widening.
Blasting mats and a drilling rig were delivered to the site before Labour
Day weekend. Hooson Road resident Sally Round contacted Gary Steeves,
who came to see the road on Tuesday, September 6. He subsequently
discovered from the MTI that not only had the consultation process been
overlooked, no actual permit had been issued. At this point, Steeves
expected work on Hooson Road to stop.
Steeves received a lot of messages in the evening of Thursday, September
8 after returning from Trust business on other Islands. Residents report
that drilling of blasting holes went on until 10pm and that blasting was
scheduled for Friday morning. He parked his car at the blasting site at
6:30am on Friday and called the RCMP. Work was halted while the
Ministry was consulted.
That day, in a letter to JE Anderson staff with regard to the road
alterations, Ryan Evanoff, Development Approvals Technician, Ministry of
Transportation stated:

SEPTEMBER–
OCTOBER
1. Firewood—git ‘er
done!
2. More canning and
preserving
3. Fix the leaks that
you noticed during
that summer
downpour
4. Chim-chiminey
cleaning
5. Head out to the
pumpkin patch

64% Yes
30% No
6% Don’t know
SAME HERITAGE ROAD CORNER SEPTEMBER 2011
After viewing the subdivision site on September 9, CRD Director Ken
Hancock also noted, ‘Two man-made ponds depicted on the proposed
subdivision plan as Natural State Covenant Area have been radically altered,
disturbed, and dug up.’

First Demonstration on Hooson Road
Throughout the winter of 2003/04 extensive logging occurred on the
property cited above and on a second parcel on the other side of the road.
At the time, Islanders were upset about the nature of the logging and held
a demonstration at the corner on March 17, 2004. 0

Will scrapping the
HST have a negative
impact on you & your
family?

25% Yes
43% No
8% Don’t know
Will scrapping the
HST have a negative
impact on BC’s
economy?

49% Yes
17% No
Photos: Christa Grace-Warrick

Pender Island residents protesting logging on two properties at the
Hooson Road ‘S’-bend, on March 17, 2004.

14% Don’t know
Source: Ipsos-Reid

www.islandtides.com
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What’s On?

Every Saturday until Thanksgiving

Pender Islands’ Farmers’ Market—you never know what
you’ll find or who you’ll meet; ‘grow your own’ workshops
10:30am; fresh, local produce; baked goods; local art &
artisan works • Community Hall • Saturdays, 9:30am-1pm •
ON PENDER ISLAND

Friday, September 23

Council of Canadians Chairperson Maude Barlow and lawyer
Leo McGrady will speak about the proposed Raven Coalmine
• Mark Isfeld High School • 7pm • Info: www.coalwatch.ca,
www.canadians.org • IN COURTENAY

Saturday, September 24 & Sunday Oct 2

Permaculture & Fruit Tree Guild Workshops—introduction to
homescale permaculture & fruit tree guilds: conscious design
for low maintenance food forests & orchard gardens,
presented by Vancouver Island Permaculture •
9:30am–1:30pm • Innisfree Farm, 3636 Trent Road • $40 •
Info: www.innisfreefarm.ca, 250-336-8768 • IN COURTENAY

Saturday, September 24

Moving Planet—moving from
fossil fuel dependence to
conservation/renewables • noon
bike ride Centennial Park; picnic
Drummond Park 1pm; ‘Turning
Point’ discussion 2pm • Info:
Jan 250-537-5251• ON SALT
SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, September 24

‘Taking My Life’ Discussion—Editor Linda Morra discusses
Jane Rule’s autobiography, Taking My Life, presented by
Galiano Island Books • 2pm • South Hall • All welcome • Call
to reserve your ticket and a copy of Jane's book:
lindsay@galianoislandbooks.com, 250-539-3340 • ON
GALIANO ISLAND

Thursday, September 29

‘Lit Up!’—fundraising evening of stories from brightest Africa,
focused on the work of Glasswaters Foundation in Lesotho
• Artspring • dessert & wine reception, with showing of Gary
McNutt’s decade of photographs from Africa 6pm; panel
discussion moderated by UBC's Kathryn Gretsinger 7pm •
$12 • Info: www.artspring.ca, www.glasswatersafrica.ca,
250-537-2102 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, October 1

Brooks Point Concert and Silent Auction—due to the
continuing
generosity
of
donors,
Pender
Islands
Conservancy is holding a
follow-up silent auction, with a
free concert by Pender’s
bluegrass band The Saltwater
Strings • Community Hall •
During the Farmers’ Market
from 9:30am–12:30pm • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, October 1

Pender Film Group—Harry Potter and The Deathly Hallows,
Part 2 • Community Hall • 7:30pm • ON PENDER ISLAND

Sunday, October 2

13th Annual Salt Spring
Island Apple Festival—
theme: ‘Let apples bring out
the kid in everyone, it’s fun!’
growing over 350 varieties of
apples organically: visit
Apple Heaven • Fulford Hall plus 16 farms • 9am–5pm • Info:
www.saltspringmarket.com/apples, youtube.com/SSIAppleFest,

250-653-2007 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Friday thru Tuesday, October 7–11

Creative Journeys—multi-media art exhibition and sale by the
SSI Painters Guild features
paintings,
sculpture,
textiles,
baskets, lino-cuts and more;
international guest artist Diana
Thompson • Mahon Hall • 10–4
daily; opening reception Friday 7-9
with music by Norris Clement • ON
SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturday thru Monday, Oct 8–10

Gabriola Island’s 15th Annual Thanksgiving Studio Tour—
self-guided tour of 39 studios and 3 galleries featuring
more than 60 artists; create your own personal road rally
of art! • Various locations • 10am-4pm • Free • Info:
www.gabriolaartscouncil.org • ON GABRIOLA ISLAND
VANCOU VER I SL A ND & T HE GU LF I SL ANDS
$33.60/$39.20 w/image ~ 250.629.3660 ~ islandtides@islandtides.com

www.islandtides.com

Round The Islands

Sara Miles & Co.

The first four members of the group have
experience in a range of settings. There is Dr Laird
Birmingham, epidemiologist, who is the Medical
Director at the Woodstone Residential Treatment
Centre for Eating Disorders, Galiano’s own soon-topender
come-online facility that is being watched the world over
Loves Henry
as a model.
Dr Brian Russell is a paediatrician who was chief of
medical staff in Campbell River. He is doing his best to
‘retire’ to Galiano (and appears to have a very different
idea of retiring than most).
Dr Cathy Stephenson is a paediatric anaesthetist who
trained in Britain and practiced at BC Children’s Hospital.
Her main interests include teaching resident and junior
doctors.
Last but not least, Dr Janice Mason works in sports
medicine at WorkSafeBC. She is a board member at
Woodwynn Farms in Central Saanich on Vancouver
Photo:Sara Miles
Island. Through a focus on farming as a way of working
A princess angel with the banner the kids made for Henry.
hard and working the land to regain one’s productive
place in the community, Woodwynn is establishing a
Pender Islanders showed an outpouring of love and
therapeutic community to help homeless people back get
generosity on September 11 at the ‘I Love Henry Down’
on their feet.
community fundraiser. Kim Gerts, Lindsay LandryThis journal club could expand to other rural practices,
Hamson and Tracy Hodgins organized the benefit for
perhaps using online tools. Get in touch via the contact
Port Browning manager Jo Down and his wife Alix, whose
form at www.galianohealth.org.
21-month-old son Henry is in Vancouver Children’s
Hospital after being diagnosed with cancer. ‘I would never
SSI Mobile abattoir Moves Forward
have imagined or guessed [this was possible],’ Jo told The design for Salt Spring’s mobile abattoir project was
Island Tides. ‘They did it in what seemed like a heartbeat approved by the BC Centre for Disease Control. Final
and would not let me take any part of the planning.’
approval of the plans will follow when detailed drawings
Ten bands played at Browning throughout the day, as are provided by the trailer manufacturer. If all goes
hundreds of Penderites perused a silent auction according to schedule, the abattoir will start operating in
brimming with donated services and items, purchased the new year.
50/50 tickets, or raised bail to get Police Auxiliary Michel
Local designer and project manager Brent Baker has
Pelletier out from behind bars (or keep him in). Gary been appointed as the construction manager for the
Goodman emceed activities out in the field for the many abattoir, using funds from VanCity’s Envirofund grant.
children in attendance.
All donated funds will go towards the cost of the abattoir
An overflowing bottle drive was also held at Medicine buildings and site preparation. Work at the FulfordBeach Liquor Store. Jo says he has run out of ways to say Ganges Road site is expected to be underway by mid‘thank you’ and wants community members to know they October.
should not feel shy about approaching him. Henry is
Fundraising continues, with less than $30,000 needed
responding well to treatment and the Down family looks to reach the preliminary goal of $350,000. The project
forward to getting him back to Pender as soon as possible. would also welcome the donation of a travel trailer to be
Gabriolans Visiting new clinic Soon used as the employee lunch and change room.
Work continues apace on the new Gabriola Community
Smooth cycling on the penders
Urgent Care & Medical Clinic. Concrete footings and walls
~ Lisa Baile
are in place, the concrete cisterns were poured, and the
forms all stripped, thanks to Jordy Alexander and his
crew. Backfilling and framing of the lower floor began
early September. ‘The framing is moving along incredibly
well,’ said Judith Graham, Gabriola Health Care
Foundation member. Another valuable contribution was
made by Bob Rooks, who donated and delivered the
timber posts and beams which were then planed and
sanded by volunteers.
At the Health Care Foundation’s recent AGM on
September 8, it was announced that a new physician, Dr
Daniele Behn Smith, will arrive on-Island in October. She
Photo:Lisa Baile
will then join Dr Bosman and Dr Thorne when the new
clinic opens in the spring of 2012.
A shelter allows Pender cyclists to leave cars at home, save
Gabriola Health Care Society Member Nancy Nevison on BCFerries and use other transportation modes.
told Island Tides that the community has raised about
$1,030,000 for the project, but they still need almost ‘I can’t believe it. This is fantastic,’ marvels Peter Paré as
$400,000 to cover remaining costs and contingency he locks up his bike in BCFerries’ new bicycle shelter at
Otter Bay ferry terminal. For years Peter has walked the
funds.
‘We are doing very well though,’ says Nancy, who is 6km to and from his North Pender home to Otter Bay
planning a big volunteer appreciation event in November. because, until this spring, there was no secure shelter in
‘I am trying to get to the other organizations that we which to leave his bicycle at the ferry terminal. There is
worked with, they all contributed to this clinic and we also no guarantee that there will be space for a bike on the
want to have them involved.’ The plan is to have a chili Vancouver bus’ bike racks with only two spots.
‘I use public transportation whenever possible,’
lunch for 600-800 people.
The last big fundraiser was the June 4 Ground explained Peter. ‘It’s a no-brainer for me. It’s easier on the
Breaking, at which they served more than 400 lunches in planet, a lot less expensive than taking a vehicle— and it
two hours, and raised $131,000! The Lions Club has been takes about the same time when the buses and ferries are
a big contributor, donating about $105,000 over the on schedule.’
Like Peter, many other Penderites appreciate the new
course of the project.
When complete, the building will be earthquake proof grey-and-blue bike shelter in the ferry terminal parking
and equipped to serve as a post-disaster centre for lot. As more Penderites strive to reduce their carbon
footprint, the bicycle shelter allows them to leave their
Gabriola.
vehicles at home, bike to the ferry and make increased use
Galiano Doctors collaborating
On August 24, the Galiano Health Care Society of BCFerries and other public transportation modes.
‘It’s awesome,’ exclaimed one sprightly, grey-haired
announced a ‘doctor’s journal club’ for local and rural
senior,
as she dismounted from her bike at the ferry booth
physicians. It’s a group where colleagues can meet to
to
collect
a boarding pass. ‘Why would I drive when, as a
discuss recent research papers, trends in the profession
walk-on
passenger,
I can travel mid-week to Vancouver
and cases in their areas of interest.
for as little as $1.75?’
RTI, please turn to next page
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An apple experience like you have never imagined

Photos: Jan Mangan

‘Why do we need so many kinds of apples? Because there are so many folks. A person has a right to gratify his legitimate taste. If he wants 20 or 40 kinds of apples for his personal use…he should
be accorded the privilege. There is merit in variety itself. It provides more contact with life, and leads away from uniformity and monotony.’ — Liberty Hyde Baily, American horticulturist

W

e’ve all heard ‘an apple a day keeps the doctor
away’ but what about an apple festival every fall?
On Salt Spring Island, that gets you hundreds of
apple varieties at a family-friendly, day-long event,
scrumptious pies, learning opportunities, funds for
community projects and more!
This year, the 13th Annual Salt Spring Island Apple
Festival on October 2 promises to be fruitful as ever. It all
starts with apple displays at Fulford Hall, complemented by
farm and orchard tours throughout the day, apple pies,
apple education, apple sales and of course, infamous
Captain Apple, featured last September in Island Tides.
Organizer and apple farmer Harry Burton told Island
Tides there will be over 300 apple varieties on display this
year, all of which are grown organically on Salt Spring
Island. About 100 varieties will be available for tasting, and
can be purchased from the farms where they grow.
There are two new farms in this year’s Festival: Jean
Brouard, aka ‘The Pie Lady’, and the Salt Spring Island
Apple Company. The harvest looks good—only two farms
bowed out due to lack of apples, whereas five could not
attend last year.
‘We have one of the best locations in Canada for growing
such a variety of apples,’ Harry explained to Island Tides.

Although some treefruits need the heat of the Okanagan, become Mr JH Monk, who farmed in the Ruckle Park area
apples benefit from cool Island evenings and a bit of dew of from 1904–1943. He was a schoolteacher at Beaver Point
every morning. The most important part of growing apple School and he sold apples from his farm. Farm records from
trees is to keep them growing vertically from the time the 1920–22 show Monk received about $2 for a 35-pound box
tree is planted, so they won’t topple out out of dry soil with of apples. Now it’s about $2 per pound.
An evening talk, co-sponsored by the Salt Spring Garden
a heavy fruitload, as happened to a few trees this year.
The Festival is becoming a real community event. For Club, will take place at the Lions’ Hall at 7pm on Friday,
September 30. Dr Bob Norton, an apple expert
example, last year a grandmother attended with
and apple elder from Seattle, will speak about
her four grandchildren—it cost them $10 to get
…a real
‘50 Years of Apple Growing’.
in (kids are free). ‘To me, that is really neat’, said
community
Back at Fulford Hall, a team of almost 40
Harry. ‘We make some money and the money
volunteers
sets the stage for the Apple Festival.
we make we plow back into the community.’ The
event
It doesn’t happen overnight though—wait,
‘Thank a Salt Springer’ awards, a bursary, and
actually it does! Check out the timelapse video of
donations to the arts are some of the ways the Apple
Festival grows community on Salt Spring. ‘Apples are the Hall setup at youtube.com/ssiapplefest to see how
hundreds of apples are put in place by a team of busy bees
helping in all different areas.’
Past Festival proceeds have also allowed the purchase of on Saturday night. ‘They are apple crazy,’ said Harry.
Speaking of bees, orchard bee and honey bee experts will
twelve fruit dehydration systems, valued at about $500
each. Half will operate in a permanent location and the be on hand, too.
Harry thinks apples, and all food, are one of the secrets
others will be lent out to help local fruit growers develop
to bringing people together and fostering world peace. One
value-added products.
The Festival always finds fun ways for people to learn could say ‘an apple fest a year brings peace and love very
about apples. This year there will be a re-enactment of an near’. 0
historical figure with apple connections. A local actor will

RTI from previous page

third. Second female was Janet Green, 57, of Comox,
running in her 248th marathon, while third place went to
Lisa Morrow, 43, of Powell River, who was running her first
race. Morrow is co-owner of Avid Fitness, one of Run the
Rock’s sponsors.
In the 21.1-km half-marathon, North Vancouver
husband-and-wife team Ramsay, 28, and Allison, 29, Ezzat
were the first male and female finishers, with times of
1:23:52 and 1:35:00 respectively. The second male finisher
in the half-marathon was Aric Henry, 16, of Ottawa,
followed by Chris Winkelaar of Comox. The second female
was Andrea Prager, 36, of Comox, with Shelley Armitage,
38, of Powell River in third spot.
Runners from ages 15 to 73 came from Mexico, Ontario,
Alberta, the Yukon and throughout BC. Male competitors
dominated the full marathon, with 13 males and four
females running. It was the opposite with the halfmarathon, where females outnumbered males 37 to 17.
Complete standings are available at the Avid Fitness
website.
Race Marshall Maureen Northrup of Texada Island said
the hilly terrain of the courses resulted in slower times than
some runners expected. ‘But with sunshine and no major
glitches, Run the Rock was hugely successful. We hope
runners will spread the word about how beautiful Texada
is and that they’ll come back with friends next year.’ Info:
604-486-0377. 0

The Moving Around Pender (MAP) alternative
transportation society approached BCFerries with a
proposal to install a bicycle shelter at the terminal. MAP’s
venture was enthusiastically supported by Jill Justice, Head
of the Pender Island Ferry Advisory Committee and all the
North and South Pender Island local trustees.
MAP spearheaded the project, backed by North Pender
Trustee Gary Steeves. Stephen Nussbaum, Southern Gulf
Islands Terminal Manager, was instrumental in realizing
MAP’s request to BCFerries. The details were worked out
and BCFerries completed construction of the shelter in May.
Since its installation, the bicycle shelter has been wellused; many people comment how much they appreciate a
secure, dry place to lock up their bikes. .

texada Runs ~ Sandy Mccormick
Run the Rock, Texada Island’s first marathon and halfmarathon on August 28 ‘wildly surpassed expectations,’ say
event organizers, with 71 runners participating, many from
Vancouver Island.
In the 42.2-km full marathon, Keith Wakelin, 52, of
Courtenay was the first male across the finish line, with a
time of 3:18:02. The first female was Angela Plamondon,
45, also of Courtenay, with a time of 3:59:54. Plamondon’s
husband, RCMP staff sergeant Roger Plamondon, 50, was
the second male finisher, while Rod Campbell of Comox was

Volunteer operated Recycling centre Hours
Cortes:
Thur–Sun 9–1
Denman:
Sat 9:30–12:30, Wed 4–7
Gabriola:
Wed & Sat 9:30–4
Galiano:
Fri–Sat 10–2
Hornby:
Thur–Sun 9–1
Mayne:
Wed 10–2, Sat 10–4
Pender:
Summer hours until Sept 30
Tues 8-3, Fri & Sat 9-3, Sun 1-5
Salt Spring:
Tues–Sat 10–5
Saturna:
Wed & Sat 10–12, Sunday 1:30–3:30

From Island Tides’ Bookshelf
poetry Book Launch on Salt Spring

Mystery Book Launch on Gabriola

Mother Tongue Publishing will host a book launch for Diana
Hayes’ new book of poetry, ‘This is the
Moon’s Work’, with introduction by George
McWhirter. ‘This is the Moon’s Work’
showcases Hayes’ new work and a selection
of poetry from early out-of-print books.
With themes rooted in the inner and outer
worlds of nature and the psyche, many of
the new poems were inspired by Diana’s practice of yearround, ocean swimming. The poems explore the world of
Bardo where healing into a new life becomes possible. Make
your way to the Lions’ Club before 8pm, September 24.

Page’s Resort & Marina Bookstore is sponsoring a launch
of ‘Never Hug a Mugger on Quadra Island’,
by Gabriolan authors George Szanto and
Sandy Frances Duncan. This is the third in
the Islands Investigations International
mystery series, and follows the success of
‘Never Sleep With a Suspect on Gabriola
Island’ and ‘Always Kiss the Corpse on
Whidbey Island’. At the Commons,
September 25. Readings will also follow in Campbell River
and on Quadra.

country Roads of Western Bc
Pairs driving instructions with history and
lore, full-colour photographs. Liz Bryan:
Heritage House (2011) $24.95.

Stranger on a Strange Island
Explores small town life, the rich history of
Mayne Island and reasons for trading in city
life for island life. Grant Buday: New Star
Books (2011) $19.

Independent
Dental Hygiene
in a relaxed setting
Registered Dental Hygienists
offering:
• scaling • root planing
• polishing • whitening
• other services
Celebrating 9 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea

250-655-4884
www.islandtides.com
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Saturna notes

W

ith fall now on the calendar, there is the roofing
project, the last loads of winter wood, the boat
project, the doors that need sanding and
refinishing…whoops, that’s me!

the Saturna Market
What an old human story markets are—clusters of people
gathering to buy and sell and visit. With grandchildren
visiting for much of the summer, the Saturna Saturday
Market is a ‘must visit’ every Saturday from 11am to 1pm,
amid shoppers, recyclers and café customers. Held outside
by the parking lot at the General Store in a niftily designed
open-air wooden building with fine counters for display, the
market runs from July 1 to Labour Day. (Later, our replica
Spanish longboat is stored cozily inside for when the snow
flies and the rain sweeps down and all the market visitors
have gone home, to school, to work and their other lives.)
On Saturna, women mostly, are selling the fruits of their
labour. What a surprise it is to see our health nurse selling
quaint garden adornments and always-on-the-go Jane
Dixon Warren with her wild-tiled elaborate birdhouses!
Marketing allows women a whole different experience
for displaying their many talents and passions. Many
vendors have several kinds of items for sale and are selling
things for friends. Island organizations are beginning to see
that while they may not have anything to sell for money, the
market is a great way to tell people about fire precautions,
those easy-to-read house numbers, or up-coming events.
Or, for the nine Saturdays the market runs, you can be a
bookseller, baker, storyteller, or musician.
Our market has many kid vendors, as head administrator
and cheerleader for the event, Jody Bavis, thinks that this is
a wonderful place to have the kids alongside, making, selling
and in the thick of the social scene. Alison Gaines loves to
bake and is an old pro, a seasoned marketer—her cookies
at 50¢ each are a generous, tasty treat. Alison said she used
to be a lot more shy, but talking to people about her
photocards and baking helped that disappear. Lemonade is
a long time tradition at the Market and Arielle Middleditch
is currently the Lemon Aid Maid. Two young kids from
California going under the name Fee Fee and Foo Foo sold
LAND ACT:
NOtICe OF INteNtION
tO AppLY FOr A
DIspOsItION OF
CrOWN LAND
Take notice that simon and
April Feng of richmond, bC,
intend to make application to
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations
(MFLNRO), West Coast Service
Centre for a Speciﬁc Permission
for Private Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown land located at
Welbury bay / Vicinity of
Ganges Harbour.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #1413655.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Ministry of Natural Resource
Operations at 142 - 2080
Labieux Rd, Nanaimo, BC, V9T
6J9,
or
emailed
to:
A u t h o r i z i n g A g e n c y.
N a n a i m o @ g o v. b c . c a .
Comments will be received by
MFLNRO
until
October
21/2011. MFLNRO may not be
able to consider comments
received after this date.
Please visit our website:
w w w . a r f d . g o v. b c . c a /
ApplicationPosting/index.jsp
for more information.
Be advised that any response to
this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor.
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Island

LAND ACT:
NOtICe OF INteNtION
tO AppLY FOr A
DIspOsItION OF
CrOWN LAND
Take notice that Drora
Aronowicz of Vancouver, bC,
intends to make application to
Ministry of Forests, Lands
and
Natural
Resource
Operations (MFLNRO), West
Coast Service Centre for a
Speciﬁc Permission for Private
Moorage situated on Provincial
Crown land located in the
vicinity of stanley point,
North pender Island.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File # 1413656
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Ministry of Natural Resource
Operations at 142 - 2080
Labieux Rd, Nanaimo, BC, V9T
6J9,
or
emailed
to:
A u t h o r i z i n g A g e n c y.
N a n a i m o @ g o v. b c . c a .
Comments will be received by
MFLNRO until November 2,
2011. MFLNRO may not be able
to consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website: www.arfd.bc.ca/
ApplicationPosting/index.jsp for
more information.
Be advised that any response to
this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor.
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their handmade earrings and buttons this year and last year
their cousin and friends sold silvery driftwood ladders.
I interviewed many of the vendors, ‘What do you like
about the market? Why do you make the effort?’ Every
answer was a variation on the theme of social interaction.
‘I love the camaraderie, getting to know new people, we are
our own best customers.’ ‘Beautiful things and good food.’
From the bookseller: ‘Talking and even watching book
lovers. People ask me if I sort the books I sell—no! I want
you to look through every single book!’ ‘Very easy going,
great fun atmosphere.’ ‘We vendors get lots of time to talk
with each other—it’s a world!’ ‘You see everybody, this place
is a Mecca for information—you get lots of other business
done!’ ‘I love being outside and being the first person visitors
see and get a chance to talk to.’ ‘I appreciate hearing what
people think of what I have created as they browse and talk
to one another.’ ‘I‘m next to Athena (Gulf Islands National
Park Reserve Interpreter) and I get to hear all the natural
history spiels.’
Athena George says that, because her display is formally
set up and she asks people questions, they ask her every
kind of question imaginable. She loves the kids who cluster
around her displays and get drawn into the games and
quizzes.
‘Do you make money?’ I asked many of the vendors.
‘Mostly ‘yes’ and sometimes ‘no’ but always I have fun and
that is why I come!’

Lorraine’s 90th Birthday
Long time Islander, Lorraine Campbell, celebrated her 90th
birthday Sunday, September 11 at the new barn loft at
Campbell’s farm. It was a delight to see her surrounded by
Saturna Islanders, many of them her contemporaries, and
family that love and appreciate her. Hugs, cookies and tea
and gifts and cards enveloped her as she had the seat of
honour, greeting friends from far and near. Her greatgranddaughter Makenna helped her blow out the candles
and brought gifts and cards back and forth.
Lorraine has done so much in our community through
the Women’s Club, the Lady Minto Hospital Board, the
Saturna Community Club, teaching science at Saturna
Island Elementary School, working hard at the Lamb BBQ
and as School District 64 Trustee. She did this in her ‘extra’
time while raising four kids, being a partner in running the
farm, and raising and preserving almost every piece of food

Photo: Priscilla Ewbank

Lorraine Campbell on her birthday.
that was on their table.
Lorraine has a deep interest in Saturna and Gulf Island
history and has been a part of life on Saturna since her father
bought south Saturna and she started coming over as a
young woman in 1935. She has a fabulous collection of First
Nations artifacts that she found while quietly walking at
Saturna Beach and has read widely as to their uses and the
cultures from which they came.
A woman with great curiosity, dedicated to her
community, always ready to make a new friend or listen to
a new idea, I met Lorraine when she was 49—full of energy,
quiet and funny, well-educated and living her life to the full
on Saturna. Practical and quick, using the family silver for
everyday, and the six of them living in an old sheep herder’s
cabin, she could whip up a cake in one bowl and pull out
dinner in an hour for family and guests! Competent on the
tractor, dragging the hayrake around, lambing, spinning,
knitting, gardening,and taking the old motor-yacht Anne
Elizabeth for runs up to Salt Spring for board meetings.
I had never seen the like in my 22 years when I landed
on Saturna. I was allowed to take up residence at one of their
summer cabins! At that age in my life, I acted as if I knew

SCHOOL DISTRICT #64
(Gulf Islands)
NOTICE OF NOMINATION
GENERAL LOCAL ELECTION 2011
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given to the electors of School District No. 64 (Gulf Islands)
that nominations for the ofﬁce of Trustee will be received at the ofﬁces of School District
No. 64 (Gulf Islands), 112 Rainbow Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C. between the hours of
9:00 A.M. on Tuesday, the fourth (4th) day of October 2011 and 4:00 P.M. on Friday,
the fourteenth (14th) day of October 2011 and during that period the nomination
documents shall only be received on regular ofﬁce days and hours. Should
anyone wish to ﬁle nomination documents in other than ofﬁce hours, arrangements
may be made by phoning the Chief Election Ofﬁcer at 250-472-0059.
Trustees will be elected for a three (3) year term commencing December 2011 and
terminating after the election held in 2014 in accordance with the legislation in the Local
Government Act (2014) as follows:
Galiano Island
Mayne Island
Pender Islands
Saturna Island
Salt Spring Island

One (1) Trustee
One (1) Trustee
One (1) Trustee
One (1) Trustee
Three (3) Trustees

The mode of nomination of candidates shall be as follows:
Candidates shall be nominated in writing by two duly qualiﬁed electors of School
District No. 64 (Gulf Islands). The nomination documents shall be in the form
prescribed in the Local Government Act and School Act and shall state the name
and residence of the person nominated in such a manner as to sufﬁciently identify
the candidate. The nomination documents shall be subscribed to by the candidate.
At the time of ﬁling the nomination documents, the candidate shall also ﬁle with the
Chief Election Ofﬁcer or a person designated by the Chief Election Ofﬁcer a written
disclosure, as required under the Financial Disclosure Act.
Copies of all forms are available at the Ofﬁces of School District No. 64 (Gulf Islands)
112 Rainbow Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C. or by phoning the Chief Election Ofﬁcer
at 250-472-0059.
Given under my hand at Victoria, B.C. this ﬁfth (5th) day of September, 2011.
Thomas F. Moore,
Chief Election Ofﬁcer

SATURNA, please turn to next page

20
years ago in
August 1991
Galiano Island
Underwater
archaeological exploration
takes place in Montague
Harbour. Notable finds
from the seabed include
an arrowhead dated to at
least 2,000 years old.

Are YOU
Ready?
‘26–Week
emergency kit’
Week:

∂

Get a large portable
container with a lid to
use as an emergency kit,
like a plastic bin or garbage
can. Choose an accessible
location for it near an exit.
Label it and make sure all
family members know
what it’s for and where it is.

Biz Buzz: A whole lot more than lumber

M

an of many talents, Peter Stolting, fetched Island
Tides staff from Hope Bay for a boat ride to
Saturna to visit Barry Crooks’ mill. It was a great
day for a scoot across Plumper Sound in Peter’s Discovery
Seatours rigid-hull inflatable.
However the purpose of the trip was to see how Peter
develops his unique flooring. He cuts ‘cants’, beams of wood
from large diameter fir, which he then mills into wide-plank
vertical grain flooring—a product that cannot readily be
obtained anywhere else. A board with a horizontal grain will
eventually bend if it is too wide.
Some years ago, Stolting spotted Crooks’ extensive, but
aging, treasure trove of salvaged old-growth fir and talked
to Crooks about using some of it. Stolting spends summers
at his Saturna home giving boat tours and cutting up the
huge logs which then he transports to his workshop in
Surrey to finish into choice EcoFir Flooring (see ad this page
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and www.ecofir.com).
Meanwhile, a bit further north in Comox, Steve Roscoe
recycles alder and pine beetle-killed trees, and fire-killed fir
into unique flooring. In 14 years of operation as Woodland
Flooring, he has become well-known as the person to let
know wherever there’s a salvageable wood supply.
Roscoe gets his wood from stream, windfall, and natural
forest mortality salvage. He salvaged 100,000 board feet
after the December 2006 storm that devastated Stanley
Park.
Woodland Flooring employs 12 people and creates
engineered flooring as well as board flooring (see ad this
page and www.woodlandflooring.com).
To learn more about these creative companies whose
products beautify homes and sequester carbon, visit their
websites and give them a call. 0

Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick

Peter Stolting explains to Sara Miles how cants cut with
a vertical grain work best for wide planks.

OLD-GROWTH LOGS AWAIT TRANSFORMATION

SATURNA from previous page
everything, but inside I knew I wanted some of those many
competencies and ways of being in the world that Lorraine
has! Lorraine is ever the teacher, quietly helping you learn
the thing you wanted to know.
You can always count on a cup of tea at the Campbells’
and dinner if you are in need. For years, it was Lorraine who
put the kettle on and who had made the cookies or the jam
and bread or my favorite, orange sponge cake.
It was great to have the opportunity to show her how
much she means to many of us and how glad we are that
she is still in our midst.

Earth,
Wind &
Fire Salvage

WOODLAND
WIDEPLANK
FLOORING

FLOORING
PREMIUM FLOORING FROM
THE GULF ISLANDS
PREMIUM FLOORING FROM THE GULF ISLANDS

Handcrafted for you
PREMIUM WIDE PLANK VG
from BC woods…
PREMIUMFIR
WIDE
PLANK
VG
FROM 100%
SALVAGED
naturally!
FIR FROM 100%
SALVAGED
OLD GROWTH
TIMBER
(800) 349-5252
OLD GROWTH TIMBER
5” to 9” random widths
www.woodlandflooring.com
5” to 9” random widths.

250-539-3211

picnic Shelter at Saturna Beach
The Parks and Recreation Commission held a party in the
brilliant sunlight of yet another fine day to celebrate the new
covered area complete with skylights that they built at
Saturna Beach for when it rains and you planned a picnic!
The 60+ celebrants were delighted with the Parks
Commission gift to the community and the general public.
Eating BBQ’d salmon, Campbells’ lamb-burgers and iced
carrot cake, they tested the suitability of this structure to
host happy events. We have the most gorgeous little park
facing west looking across Plumper Sound and across to
Hope Bay, Pender Island; now a covered area enhances the
natural beauty. 0

604-377-5385
604-377-5385
www.ecofir.com
www.ecofir.com

JAKOBSEN

ASSOCIATES
Round & Traditional Pre-crafted Home Packages

Visit an Island Show Home!

C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes

mandalaHOMES
EnerGuide Assessed

FOR SEPTIC WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS

Join us: www.facebook.com/mandalahomes

www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com

K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

www.mandalahomes.com







Time-proven for over 25 years
No maintenance required
Lower overall cost
Fits any lot shape
Best choice for
sensitive lakeside properties
 Passive system—no power required

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

SHORELINE
DESIGN

• Specializing
in water
Spe
access
over steep
acc
& rugged

from the ground up!

Authorized Representative:
BWD Engineering Inc.
15822 – 106A Avenue
Surrey, B.C., V4N 1K7
Phone: (604) 789-2204
Fax: (604) 582-8231
Web: www.bwdeng.ca

CORPORATION

ECOFIR FLOORING
ECOFIR

terrain

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices

• Fully insured

Serving All The Gulf Islands

• Excellent
references

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

eljen.com

Peter Christenson • 250-629-8386
www.shorelinedesign.ca
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Honouring Galiano’s Japanese Heritage

T

hose of us who live on the Gulf Islands have each had to Japanese charcoal pit kilns. He knew this because the
piece together in our own way the still largely-untold schoolchildren were warned not to go near the pits because of
story of the Japanese presence on these islands. The the toxic smoke they generated. He told Steve of two pits on
Japanese Canadian population on Galiano was once Salt Spring that had been owned by the Tasaka family.
substantial, as is made dramatically clear by the school
Japanese-Canadians were not allowed to return to the West
photographs hanging in the North End Hall, once a Coast after the war, so the Tasaka family resettled near New
schoolhouse. Until 1942 there are several Japanese students; Denver, where Steve tracked down Ty Tasaka, then 84. Ty was
afterwards there are none.
one of 17 children; his job
When I first moved to CHARCOAL PIT KILN ON GALIANO
as a boy was loading
Galiano Island in 1978, to a tiny
charcoal into empty rice
cabin tucked up against Mount
sacks which his family
Galiano, I’d often walk down
sailed over to a Victoria
the road to the little cemetery
soap factory. His sister
overlooking Active Pass and
Omi, who Steve visited in
wander around the graves. Two
Vancouver, told him that
stood off by themselves, hoary
her job was to sew up the
and
moss-covered
but
‘rabbit ears’ on the filled
beautifully carved in ancient
sacks. The Tasakas earned
Japanese characters.
$60 per burning, which
In 1978, remnants of
was very good money in
Japanese-Canadian industry
those days. Charcoal was
were still around the island,
prized in many industries,
including pilings from a cannery at Saltery Bay that including the canneries, where it was used for soldering the
mysteriously burned down the year the Japanese were cans. The Tasaka land with its two charcoal pits, which like
interned, and abandoned structures on Gossip island. I’m told their boat and holdings was unceremoniously sold off, is now
people still find broken glass in the woods on Mayne Island, a park outside Ganges.
remnants of extensive Japanese greenhouses from a time when
How the charcoal pit kilns worked remained a mystery;
they supplied tomatoes to much of the Pacific Northwest.
there was no record anywhere of this industry, even among
On the beaches of Galiano we occasionally find shards of Japanese-Canadian historians. An immigration census from
fine pottery that the Japanese Canadians themselves destroyed 1900 of Gulf Islanders, which listed occupations, made no
in 1942 before they were ignominiously rounded up and mention of charcoal production, likely because the census
interned, first for six months at Hastings Park in Vancouver, official simply didn’t know enough to ask. Steve Nemtin
and then in the BC Interior.
worked as a counselor at the Galiano school, and he started
On an abandoned property beside my cabin way back then, taking schoolchildren to one of these pit kilns to teach them
I came across a teardrop-shaped, rock-lined pit in the woods. about the history of Galiano. With their help, he began the
It was clearly man-made, but when, by whom, and for what process of restoring it, learning as he went.
purpose no one seemed to know. A couple years later, my
By now Steve had immersed himself in the history of
brother-in-law Steve Nemtin inherited my cabin. Steve is a charcoal making, which in Japan goes back to 3,000BCE. It
great outdoorsman and dedicated amateur anthropologist who was hugely important to the development of Japanese
quickly made the whole of Mount Galiano his own. He too was industry: the high heat generated by charcoal was crucial to
fascinated by the rock-lined pit next to our cabin, and soon everything from smelting precious metals, including the steel
discovered several others around the island.
for samurai swords, to the development of Japan’s fabled
Some people told Steve they were garbage pits, others said ceramics. Steve tried to contact the Japanese community in
they were remnants of Native pit houses, but eventually Tony Vancouver to share his findings, but was initially rebuffed.
Kingscote, who was born on Galiano, told him they were
Meanwhile, in the early 1980s Dorothy Livesay, a
distinguished poet who’d
retired to Galiano, invited
Mary Ohara, a Japanese
Canadian born at Alcala Point
on North Galiano Island, to
read one of Dorothy’s poems
at a poetry festival; the poem
celebrated the memory of
those displaced by the war.
Mary had not set foot on
Galiano since she and her
family were interned when
she was fifteen. Dorothy took
Mary to the cemetery and
showed her the Japanese
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graves. Mary, who couldn’t read Japanese, made paper
rubbings of the inscriptions and sent them to relatives in Japan.
Eventually she discovered that one of the two men buried there
was a relative; he had died in a logging accident in 1899, when
he was just nineteen.
Mary Ohara heard about Steve’s work on the charcoal kilns
and, in the 1990’s, came to visit him with a friend who was an
anthropologist in Asian Studies at Cornell University. They
were astonished by the amount of research he’d collected,
much of it still in Japanese, and by the size of the kilns
themselves, and urged Steve to write an article on his findings
for a historical journal. They also introduced him to the
Steveston Japanese Canadian Buddhist community, most of
whom, like Mary herself, were originally from Japan’s
Wakayama Prefecture.
A delegation from the Wakayama Ken Jin Kai in Steveston
came to visit. They lit incense and performed Shinto prayers at
the cemetery and at the charcoal pits to honour their pioneer
ancestors. When they discovered sand at the bottom of the pits,
there was a great ‘aha’ moment—binotang! The charcoal made
in Wakayama was among the most prized in Japan because,
instead of sealing the pits with a mixture of clay and dirt, the
charcoal makers used clay and sand, which they carefully
watered, creating a type of ceramic seal on the kiln which
allowed it to reach the highest temperatures. This was
binotang, famous for making the best samurai swords and the
finest porcelain. Here in the wilds of the Gulf Islands Japanese
settlers had recreated, with shovels, rock, alder and sand, the
great binotang kilns of their home province.
By now Steve had discovered a pit kiln on public land in the
middle of Bluff Park, and had received permission from the
Galiano Club to restore it; the Wakayama Ken Jin Kai agreed
to pay for a commemorative stone and plaque when it was
done. Steve has done a magnificent job. His own aha moment
was discovering the Galiano settlers had changed their
technique slightly, adding an additional air vent flue, one on
each side of the central fireplace, so they could better control
the heat and smouldering of the kiln.
On September 16, 2001, 60 people from the Steveston
community, accompanied by Mary Ohara and Susumu
Tanaka, then Deputy Counsel-General of Japan, travelled to
Galiano. The Galiano Club and our Museum Society jointly
hosted a lunch at the hall, and then the party travelled up to
Bluff Park for the site dedication. One elderly woman, like
Mary, was born on Galiano and had not been back since. Many
tears were shed; everyone took pictures and tiny handfuls of
charcoal as a keepsake. For the first time, the shame they’d felt
at their banishment was replaced with pride at the remarkable
accomplishment of their ancestors.
The restored charcoal pit kiln continues to generate interest.
In 2002 our Lieutenant-Governor, Iona Campagnolo, who was
born on Galiano, returned with Mary Ohara and Susumu
Tanaka to unveil an information board and shelter on the site,
which Steve Nemtin also built. A group from Mayne Island
came to study it in order to make a replica for Mayne’s
Japanese Gardens. MP Elizabeth May visited the site this
summer, and began musing about the possibility of turning it
into a national historic site.
Most recently, a professor and students from UBC’s
KILNS, continued on next page
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Short & long Term
unlimited mileage
on the Islands

WAHL MARINE LTD.

Pick-ups arranged

Seniors’ Specials

Book with the best!
Mention this ad for discount

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788

FREE!

Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!
Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up
also available
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service
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Bikes & Trikes
Louis Vallee
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Bulk Water Delivery
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• 3000 gallon tankers

Dave
250-537-7481
Callum 250-538-8640
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BBB, Licensed, Insured,
WCB, Visa, M/C.

“We don’t stand
behind our work,
we stand behind a tree.”

www.soarecontracting.com

Besley

Design & Build

Renovations & Additions
Foundations & Framing
Siding & Roofing
Finishing
Decks & Fences
Timberworks & Arbors
25 years experience
Licensed & Insured
Call Ron for free estimate
rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885

Hy-Geo Consulting
On Time & On Budget
• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings
• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker

250-537-9710

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599
- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

Advisory services for
Water Wells
Aquifers
Groundwater

250.658.1701
www.hy-geo.com
information@hy-geo.com

GETAWAYS

MOVED
HOMES
BE BOLD - GO GREEN
Character, Custom &
Contemporary Buildings

40+ buildings to
choose from
www.nickelbros.com

1-866-606-2237

Ship to Shore
Tree Services
island to island arborist
topping • thinning •
lot clearing • pruning •
hazardous tree removal
30 years experience
insured

John Racine

250.668.2186

info@shiptoshore.ca

Ltd.

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028
Fax 250-383-2198
• WAter Wells
• HYdroFrActurIng

‘HOLIDAY HOUSE’
B&B Motel • Rooms
Vacation Suites
FREE PICK-UP
20 min from Nanaimo Ferries
10 min from Nanaimo Airport

HERITAGE LADYSMITH
1-888-310-2299
250-618-5830
www.ladysmithholidayhouse.com

KILNS from previous page
Institute for Resources, Environment
and Sustainability, who heard about the
Japanese charcoal industry from Steve’s
article in British Columbia Historical
News, came to take soil samples. Their
specialty is biochar, and they were
intrigued by the opportunity to study
local, man-made charcoal over 100years-old.
For Nemtin, discovering, studying
and restoring two of these pits was, he
says, like digging for buried treasure. It
was also emotional: to honour a way of
life that was abandoned so quickly and
tragically which has been so
unjustifiably forgotten, and to witness
the tears of joy when the Steveston
community returned to honour their
ancestors.
On September 16, the Galiano Club
and the Museum Society jointly
celebrated the 10th anniversary of the
site’s dedication. 0
youtube.com/watch?v=iFPFTqo_gks
to see more of Steve Nemtin’s story.

FOR RENT
Mayne Island. 2 bedroom rancher
with washer/dryer, small shop and
covered deck. Close to ferry.
$650/month +util. Non-smokers only,
references req. Pet negotiable. Email
j9432716m@yahoo.ca
S. Pender Island. 1 bedroom plus
loft, 1 bathroom, woodstove &
electric heat, sunny location close to
beaches. Available immediately, long
term. n/s, n/p, references. $850/mo
+util. 604-879-9701
Saturna Island. Wilderness at your
doorstep. Two separate houses for
long term: a 2-bedroom and a 3bedroom. Gas fireplaces, decks, 5
appliances, 2km to ferry. $800 and
$850/mo +util, n/s, references. 250539-2975
Mayne Island. Completely furnished
home, 2 bedrooms plus sleeping
cabin. Large sunny deck on quiet
large lot, fenced yard in Bennett Bay.
$850/month +util. Available immed.
References req. 250-539-2463.
Shawnigan Lake lakefront condo.
Fully furnished, 2bd, w/d, d/w, 1 bath.
With moorage and tennis courts.
Available now. n/s, n/p. $850/mo, util
incl. 250-883-9600.

fer nhill
centre
Commercial space
available for rent at the
Fernhill Centre, Mayne
Island. Suitable for
business or studio.
Contact: 604-221-6247

RETIREMENT
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Central Vancouver Island

CYCLING
Unmatched
Power

LIGHTDANCE HOME DESIGN
250 537 0755
www.lightdancedesign.com

250-474-7325
20+ years experience
Metal roofs & torch-on

CUSTOM HOMES - RENOVATIONS - CABINS

135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

www.islandmarine.ca

Jump Start
Your Fall—
Advertise!

Dave’s Drilling
& Blasting

•INSTALLED •SERVICED
•MAINTAINED

Chris West
Dive Services
250-888-7199
250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net

Close to
Sidney & Victoria,
Ferries & Airport

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

HAVE BOAT • WILL TRAVEL

AUTOMOTIVE

to Improve Well YIelds

• drIllIng For geosource

1-800-746-7444
250-537-8456
www.drillwell.com
drill@drillwell.com
An Island Family Business for 46
Years!

Your Island ContraCtor for
QualItY HeatIng sYstems!
€ Heat Pumps (Air & Geo)
€ Radiant Floor Systems
€ Heat Recovery Ventilators
€ Sheet Metal & Ductwork
€ Refrigeration & A/C
€ Service & Repair
Call 250-653-9378 for appt.
www.outerlimitssheetmetal.ca
outerlimitssheetmetal@gmail.com

Brunch with Adrian
Judi Stevenson
On September 11, about 80 Salt Springers sat down to a potluck brunch
with Adrian Dix, leader of the BC-NDP, and Gary Holman, recentlynominated NDP candidate in the constituency of Saanich North and
the Islands.
Dix came across as a man with a mission—not just to replace Christy
Clark as premier, but to replace the negativity, bad policy and giveaway economics of the provincial Liberals with saner, more
compassionate government.
He vowed to challenge the Liberals’ ‘just-say-no’ approach to things
like adequate funding for public education, real progress for Aboriginal
people and serious action on the environmental threats of our times.
‘Environmental issues,’ he said, ‘are just one set of ideas that
illustrate the wide gap in values between us and them.’ This gap is
detailed in the NDP’s environmental report card (available from
Holman).
Dix spoke about the carbon tax, a Liberal initiative that the NDP
opposed in the last election, to the distress of many environmental
organizations. Dix sees it differently today. He made the case that the
carbon tax is a good idea, but badly implemented by the current
government.
‘The NDP is going to keep that tax, and use it not to subsidize tax
cuts for the most well-off and powerful interests in our province but to

S tanding S eam
m etal R o ofing

f oR W ateR
C olleCtion S yStemS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

Heritage Place

FOR SENIORS

EXTRAORDINARY
Food
People
Experience
…deciding what comes
next just got easier…

250.537.8340
www.HeritagePlace.info

address environmental goals,’ he said, referring later to support for
initiatives that address climate change at the local level.
Dix went on to dismiss right-of-centre claims that most people don’t
want to pay taxes. ‘People are perfectly prepared to pay taxes,’ he
argued, ‘as long as they get something back for them. The problem in
BC today is that people feel there’s a growing gap between the taxes
they pay and the services they get.’ Increases in university tuition fees,
MSP premiums, ferry fares and proposed hydro hikes were some of
the examples Dix gave.
Gary Holman, in his remarks, also drew attention to economic
issues. He argued that the charge of economic mismanagement,
sometimes leveled against the NDP by their opponents, really belongs
to the Liberals.
‘The data shows clearly that both overall GDP and employment
growth were stronger in the ‘90s, when the NDP were in power, than
during the Liberals’ decade in office. Yet the NDP still achieved
environmental and social legacies such as the doubling of our parks
system and the signing of the Nisga’a Treaty.
‘Not only that’, he added, ‘but the Liberals’ current ideological
policies on independent power production and so-called ‘smart meters’
are going to be costing taxpayers billions of dollars unnecessarily.’
Holman, who came within 260 votes of defeating the sitting Liberal
MLA in Saanich North and the Islands in the last election, promised a
fierce fight next time. ‘Adrian Dix is not going to cede points on the
economy or anything else in the next campaign,’ he said, ‘and neither
am I.’ 0
www.islandtides.com
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Do you know your regional district? Local Government Elections November 19 ~ Sara Miles
Every three years, the citizens of BC elect their local government
representatives. This is one of those years—November 19 is voting
day for Local Government Elections. Nominations open October 4.
Island Tides readers living in rural electoral areas will vote for
regional district directors (and some will vote for Islands Trust
trustees). These directors sit on a Regional District Board. Those
living in municipalities vote for mayors and councillors, who are
then appointed by the municipal council to the District Board.
School trustee elections also take place at this time, and referenda
concerning community infrastructure are often administered at the
the time of local government elections.
Island Tides goes to readers in six regional districts. Let’s look
at how the structure of these districts affects voters on the various
islands and municipalities on BC’s south coast.

capital Regional District (cRD)
The CRD is managed by a board of 22 directors from 13
municipalities and three electoral areas. A director represents each
of the three electoral areas: Juan de Fuca, Southern Gulf Islands,
and Salt Spring Island. The municipalities are Central Saanich,
Colwood, Esquimalt, Highlands, Langford, Metchosin, North
Saanich, Oak Bay, Saanich, Sidney, Sooke, Victoria and View Royal.
The Juan de Fuca Electoral Area covers an area from Malahat
to Port Renfrew. With an area of 1,512 square-kilometres it is the
largest jurisdiction in the CRD, but with only 4,480 residents
reported in the 2006 Census. Situated on the southwest tip of
Vancouver Island, it includes several separate communities along
the west coast and five First Nations Reserve Lands.
The Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area (SGIEA) is made up
of more than 70 islands in a 216-square-kilometre area. The 5,000
residents live mostly on the five largest islands: Saturna, Mayne,
North and South Pender Islands, and Galiano. A few people live on
the smaller surrounding islands, but many islands are uninhabited.
First Nations Reserve Lands on Galiano and Mayne, as well as
some Reserve Lands on the Saanich Peninsula, are included in the
SGIEA. These are: Union Bay 4-Tseycum Band, Cole Bay 3Pauquachin Band, South Saanich 1-Tsartlip Band, East Saanich 2Tsawout Band, Galiano Island 9-Penelakut Band, and Mayne
Island 6-Tsartlip Band.
Salt Spring Island Electoral Area is quite different from the
other two electoral areas in the CRD. It is the largest of the Gulf
Islands, with an area of 180 sq-km and a population over 10,000.

One referendum is scheduled for the SGIEA. Qualified electors
of the Galiano Island Community Use Building Service Area will
vote on Bylaws #3792 and #3793. If the referendum questions pass,
the CRD will be authorized to establish a service and borrow funds
to provide a library, community and local government use building
on Galiano, and borrow funds to pay for planning, designing,
constructing and equipping such a facility.
Salt Spring and the five main islands in the SGIEA will also each
vote for two Islands Trust trustees.

comox Valley Regional District (cVRD)
The CVRD, with an area of 1,725 sq-km, serves a population of
about 58,824. In February 2008, the Comox Strathcona Regional
District was divided in half into the CVRD and the Strathcona
Regional District. It now constitutes three municipalities and three
electoral areas. The municipalities are the Village of Cumberland,
the Town of Comox and the City of Courtenay. The electoral areas
are: Area A–Baynes Sound/Denman-Hornby Islands; Area B–
Lazo North; Area C–Puntledge-Black Creek. Voters will elect one
director for each electoral area. Voters in the Hornby and Denman
Island local trust areas will also elect two trustees for each area, as
their land use planning is carried out by the Islands Trust.

Strathcona Regional District (SRD)
The SRD covers a large area, about 22,000sq-km. A 13-member
Board serves a population of 43,000 residing within five
municipalities and four electoral areas. The municipalities are the
Villages of Zeballos, Gold River, Tahsis and Sayward, and the City
of Campbell River. The electoral areas are: Area A–
Kyuquot/Nootka-Sayward; Area B–Cortes Island; Area C–
Discovery Islands-Mainland Inlets; and Area D–Oyster Bay-Buttle
Lake. The Islands Trust Area does not reach this far north.

cowichan Valley Regional District (cVRD)
The CVRD is managed by 15 directors from four municipalities and
nine electoral areas. The municipalities are the City of Duncan, the
Towns of Ladysmith and Lake Cowichan and the District of North
Cowichan. Eligible voters will elect one director for each of the
following electoral areas: Area A–Malahat-Mill Bay; Area B–
Shawnigan Lake; Area C–Cobble Hill; Area D–Cowichan Bay; Area
E–Cowichan Station/Glenora/Sahtlam; Area F–Cowichan Lake
South/Skutz Falls; Area G–Gulf Islands/Saltair; Area H–
Diamond/North Oyster; and Area I–Meade Creek/Youbou.
Two trustees represent Thetis Island Trust Area.

This year there are two referendum questions for some CVRD
residents. Voters in Area A will decide whether or not to approve
Bylaw #3539 regarding an annual contribution of up to $15,000
for the Mill Bay/Malahat Historical Society. Those in Area H will
vote on Bylaws #3542 and #3543 regarding authorization for the
Board to borrow up to $3,030,000 for a 20-year period to finance
the design and construction of two firehalls.

Regional District of nanaimo (RDn)
The RDN has four municipalities and seven electoral areas. One
director from each electoral area sits on the 17-member Board. The
areas are: Area A–Cassidy, Cedar, Yellowpoint, South Wellington;
Area B–Gabriola, DeCourcy, Mudge Islands; Area C–Extension,
Arrowsmith-Benson, East Wellington, Pleasant Valley; Area E–
Nanoose Bay; Area F–Coombs, Hilliers, Errington; Area G–French
Creek, Dashwood, Englishman River; and Area H–Shaw Hill,
Qualicum Bay, Deep Bay, Bowser. The municipalities are the City
of Nanaimo, the City of Parksville, the District of Lantzville and the
Town of Qualicum Beach.
Eligible voters from the Gabriola Island Local Trust Area, which
actually includes 18 islands and islets, will elect two trustees.

powell River Regional District (pRRD)
The PRRD has a seven-member board made up of two directors
from the City of Powell River and one from each of the five electoral
areas: Area A–Sliammon, Lund, Savary Island; Area B–Paradise
Valley; Area C–Saltery Bay, Lang Bay, Stillwater; Area D–Texada
Island; Area E–Lasqueti Island. Two trustees are elected to
represent the Lasqueti Local Trust Area.

a Bit More about Local Gov’t
Any Canadian citizen can run in their local government election,
provided they are over 18 and have been a resident of BC for at least
six months. There are a few exceptions; municipal or district
employees may not run.
Unlike the provincial elections administered by Elections BC,
local government elections are managed by chief election officers
appointed by each regional district.
Regional districts are a unique feature of the BC local
government system. Each one is a federation of rural areas and
municipalities, as we have seen, that provides a government for
unincorporated areas, a forum for inter-municipal cooperation and
a means for the province to carry out its mandates, such as regional
waste management. 0

Low Flow.
The only way to go.
4.8-Litre Toilet Regulations.
The Provincial Building Code was amended and effective October 3, 2011 the
installation of high-efficiency toilets (4.8 litres or less) is mandatory in all
residential new construction and renovations including toilet replacements
within British Columbia. Look for toilets marked CSA, Intertek Warnock Hersey
or cUPC® certified.

For more information visit www.crd.bc.ca/water or call 250.474.9684

www.crd.bc.ca

NEW DISPLAY CENTRE - LANgLEY!

Thinking about building remotely?
We can design and help you build your
custom ‘Hybrid’ timber frame home.
Visit Tamlin Homes’ new post & beam
head office for an eye opening tour!

Toll Free 1.877.826.5461
www.tamlinhomes.com
www.islandtides.com

