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Conversation at Galiano Island’s inaugural Annual All-island Community Picnic at the school gym on Porlier Pass Road.

The picnic plus! Deblekha Guin

BC—prime for switching to electric cars

The heaven’s opened up for Galiano’s first
annual All-island Community Picnic on
Sunday, September 12, but that didn’t seem
to dampen the enthusiasm of the 150
islanders who showed up for it.
There were many, like Marg Upcott,
member of the Needle Guild and North
Galiano Community Association (NGCA)
who came out to ‘support an event that was
truly open to everyone and all Island
organizations.’ Others joked that they were
drawn by the prospect of catching a glimpse
of that rare creature—‘a-Galiano-eventwithout-a-political-agenda’.
Agenda-less perhaps, but the email sent
out to over 37 Island-based organizations
and countless individuals, seeking assistance
in bringing this picnic to life, gave a sense of
its main goal: ‘to create an annual event for
all of us to remember and take part in.’
And that goal was reflected in the way the
set-up crew transformed the school gym
into a makeshift picnic site including a series
of mini-zones that offered a little something
for everyone.

In just 20 years, one in every three vehicles
on British Columbia’s roads could be
electric, according to a primer released by
the Pembina Institute on September 13,
which coincided with the start of a four-day
electric vehicle conference in Vancouver.
Pembina’s primer explores the air quality
and climate benefits of electric vehicles
operated in BC, as well as other hot topics,
such as charging infrastructure and how the
electricity grid can handle additional
demand.
Pembina has concluded that if those one
million electric vehicles were on the road
today, oil demand would be reduced by
about 12 million barrels per year—more
than twice the amount of oil spilled in the
Gulf of Mexico during BP’s Deepwater
Horizon disaster—and the province’s
greenhouse gas emissions would be cut by
7%.
‘This puts British Columbians on the
front line of a revolution poised to reduce
the world’s dependence on oil,’ said Katie
Laufenberg, co-author of the primer and a

At one end was the was the ‘kidsquarter’—full of books, toys and gymnastic
mats. It set the stage for a puppet show (put
on by the Conservancy), a corn-husking
contest (dreamed up by new Lions
members Johanna Newmoon and Dirk
Oulette), an egg-and-spoon race that the
adults boisterously joined in (brought to us
by the Galiano Preschool Society), and
whole lot of rough and tumble.
On the other end were tables brimming
with a huge variety of dishes and a sign that
made it clear that it was the elders who
would be ushered to the front of this potluck
line (a frustrating and yet enlightening
surprise to free-range kids—mine among
them—accustomed to being the first to be
fed).
And in between an open mic (helping to
weave us all together) and an open space
where everyone could meet (and eat) in the
middle; a place to catch up with folks you
really like but never see, meet some of the
Island’s latest arrivals, and maybe even
GALIANO PICNIC, please turn to page 8

is available at these
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policy analyst for the Pembina Institute.
‘Electric vehicles offer a tremendous
opportunity to transition away from fossil
fuels.’
BC is one of the most promising
jurisdictions in North America for the
adoption of electric vehicles for five reasons:
1. More than 93% of the electricity
generated in BC comes from renewable
sources.
2. British Columbians have switched to
hybrid vehicles at double the rate of the
Canadian average, indicating they are ready
to adopt green technologies.
3. About 95% of all vehicle trips in BC’s
urban areas are less than 30 kilometres—
ideal for the battery electric vehicles coming
to market in 2011, which can drive up to 160
kilometres on a single charge.
4. BC has the most ambitious carbon tax
in North America, which will make electric
vehicles powered by renewable energy
increasingly competitive as the tax
increases.
ELECTRIC CARS, please turn to page 7

locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Nanaimo—V I Conference Centre

good reading, great coffee — it’s time to get SERIOUS!

Campbell River—Island Highway @ Village Willow Point
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AT POINT ATKINSON
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

29
WE

0244
1023
1520
1952

3.9
13.5
11.2
12.8

1.2
4.1
3.4
3.9

7
TH

0445
1035
1631
2313

14.1
6.9
15.1
3.6

4.3
2.1
4.6
1.1

30
TH

0335
1134
1643
2042

3.9
13.8
11.5
12.5

1.2
4.2
3.5
3.8

8
FR

0543
1122
1704
2355

14.4
7.9
15.1
2.6

4.4
2.4
4.6
0.8

1

0436
1241
1821
2200

4.3
13.8
11.2
12.1

1.3
4.2
3.4
3.7

9

0641
1210
1738

14.8
8.9
15.1

4.5
2.7
4.6

SA

2

0544
1336
1934
2339

4.3
14.1
10.5
11.8

1.3
4.3
3.2
3.6

10
SU

0038
0739
1300
1814

2.3
14.8
9.8
14.4

0.7
4.5
3.0
4.4

3
SU

0654
1420
2024

4.6
14.4
9.5

1.4
4.4
2.9

11
MO

0122
0839
1357
1852

2.3
14.8
10.5
13.8

0.7
4.5
3.2
4.2

4
MO

0115
0758
1455
2108

12.1
4.6
14.4
7.9

3.7
1.4
4.4
2.4

12
TU

0208
0941
1505
1932

2.6
14.8
10.8
13.1

0.8
4.5
3.3
4.0

5
TU

0235
0855
1528
2150

12.8
5.2
14.8
6.6

3.9
1.6
4.5
2.0

13
WE

0258
1043
1628
2019

3.3
14.4
11.2
12.1

1.0
4.4
3.4
3.7

6

0343
0946
1559
2231

13.5
5.9
15.1
4.9

4.1
1.8
4.6
1.5

14
TH

0351
1145
1801
2124

4.3
14.4
10.8
11.5

1.3
4.4
3.3
3.5

FR

WE

SA

Mobility and The Good Life ~ Louis Vallée

Y

ou’ve heard me talk about alternative forms of
transportation that do not rely on fossil fuels. Here’s
another challenge—keeping mobile and staying
independent when you can no longer drive.
This can happen for all sorts of reasons, but for many of
us there comes a time when we might lose that driver’s
license. Some communities have support groups such as
‘seniors helping seniors’ or those organized to give rides.
Friends, Ride Share, or Car Stop programs can be used as
transportation.
The loss of independence, however, is very hard to
replace. To be able to leave whenever you choose, to go to
your favourite place or simply visit at your leisure, requires
independent transportation. There are mobility scooters,
either 3 or 4-wheeled electric vehicles commonly seen on
streets or sidewalks in the city. For the Islands though these
scooters, are high, potentially unstable, and have limited
range and climbing ability.
For those still able to pedal and balance, a bicycle is a
good alternative. Tricycles can be used to compensate for
balance and to carry greater loads. To overcome the hills
and distances electric-assist motors can be used. Electrically
assisted bicycles and tricycles can be a good alternative for
the Islands and the good life.
Gasoline powered vehicles are not allowed in the
‘assisted cycles category’ because they require license plates

and insurance. Besides, the Environmental Protection
Agency latest figures state that a gas scooter driven 10 miles
is equivalent, in pollution, to a late model car driven 850
miles.
However, with the latest ‘open’ electric-assist, a bicycle
or tricycle can be custom designed for almost anyone’s
ability. As long as you can still pedal, however slowly, in a
comfortable, seated position these customized vehicles are
now providing good alternative transportation on Island
roads. These machines can be custom designed to overcome
any hills and distances required. The benefits of exercise,
open air and the freedom that comes from providing your
own mobility cannot be overstated. Future designs are
aimed at providing year-round protection from the
elements so that winter use can be practical and
comfortable.
SENIORS CUSTOM TRICYCLE

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

AT FULFORD HARBOUR

LOUIS VALLEE I N HIS RECUMBENT BIKE IN THE PENDER FALL FAIR PARADE

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

29
WE

0204
1040
1450
1841

2.6
9.8
9.2
9.5

0.8
3.0
2.8
2.9

30
TH

0257
1150
1633
1914

2.6
10.2
9.2
9.5

1
FR

0358
1248
1834
2028

Day

Time

Ht./ft.

Ht./m.

Photo: Richard Curchin

The Islands are low-density, rural communities
reflecting our desire for a bucolic lifestyle and a need for
privacy and independence. Cheap transportation for
everyone improves our communities and alternative
transportation is essential to keep our seniors on the
Islands. Ways to keep getting around enables us to continue
to live the Island good life. 0

7

0423
0943
1553
2227

9.8
5.6
10.8
3.0

3.0
1.7
3.3
0.9

0.8
3.1
2.8
2.9

8
FR

0530
1031
1620
2308

10.2
6.6
10.8
2.0

3.1
2.0
3.3
0.6

2.6
10.2
8.9
9.2

0.8
3.1
2.7
2.8

9
SA

0633
1121
1649
2352

10.5
7.5
10.8
1.6

3.2
2.3
3.3
0.5

SA

2

0505
1333
1924
2224

3.0
10.5
8.5
8.9

0.9
3.2
2.6
2.7

10
SU

0735
1217
1721

10.8
8.2
10.5

3.3
2.5
3.2

3
SU

0612
1409
1959

3.0
10.5
7.5

0.9
3.2
2.3

11
MO

0038
0839
1322
1755

1.3
10.8
8.9
10.2

0.4
3.3
2.7
3.1

4

0012
0713
1438
2033

8.9
3.3
10.5
6.6

2.7
1.0
3.2
2.0

12
TU

0125
0944
1442
1830

1.6
10.8
8.9
9.8

0.5
3.3
2.7
3.0

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

5
TU

0148
0807
1504
2109

8.9
3.9
10.5
5.2

2.7
1.2
3.2
1.6

13
WE

0216
1047
1626
1908

2.3
10.8
8.9
9.2

0.7
3.3
2.7
2.8

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

6
WE

0311
0856
1528
2147

9.2
4.6
10.5
3.9

2.8
1.4
3.2
1.2

14
TH

0310
1146
1813
1959

3.0
10.8
8.5
8.5

0.9
3.3
2.6
2.6

MO

TH

Ed's Note: See Louis’ advertisement on the Bulletin Board, p15
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Mayne Island’s 30th Anniversary Terry Fox run was a great success. People in red shirts are some of Mayne’s cancer survivors; a very positive example that cancer research is working. On
a small Island every survivor is either a neighbour, friend or family member. This was Mayne Island's 10th annual run—and a most successful one raising over $18,000—a record.

The Harper hit list: keeping track of the
heads that have rolled ~ Elizabeth May

I

t is a central principle of our system of
government that civil servants stay out of
partisan politics and political masters
respect the independent expert advice of the
civil service.
It has never been a perfect division.
Some bureaucracies have been controlling
and thwarted good decisions. The BBC
series Yes, Minister beautifully captured
some of the drawbacks of the expert civil
service in the machinations of the fictional
Sir Humphrey. The classic line from Yes,
Minister, ‘This government has the engine
of a lawnmower and the brakes of a Rolls
Royce,’ was once repeated to me by a
frustrated Finance Minister, Paul Martin.
At its apex, Ottawa once had a superior
civil service peopled with skilled mandarins.
And we had quite excellent cabinet
ministers who worked well with, and
respected, the advice of their civil service.
People like Harry Swain and Gordon Smith,
former deputy ministers now living in
Victoria, worked with a long list of
ministers.
Not all relationships were perfect, but for
many decades, Canada’s government could
meet the Constitutional aspirations of
‘peace, order and good government.’ No
longer.
Jim Travers of the Toronto Star recently
described the Harper government’s attack
on our institutions as ‘vandalism.’ The
independence of the regulators and senior
civil servants has never been so brutalized.
The list is long. The firing of the
President of the Canadian Nuclear Safety
Commission (CNSC), Linda Keen, was one
of the most egregious acts. When our MP

Gary Lunn fired her in January 2008, she
was acting to ensure public safety by
insisting the Chalk River nuclear reactor live
up to its licence requirements. Both the PM
and Mr Lunn vilified her as though she was
a Liberal partisan. She had merely been
appointed by a previous Liberal
government. The legislation that guided her
actions required her to act to ensure
reactors did not operate when out of
compliance with licences. Attacking her
with the charge she was insensitive to the
needs of cancer patients, the government
claimed getting the reactor on-line was a
matter of life and death.
In the same way that a fire marshal
cannot re-open a hospital if the sprinkler
system isn’t working, the Canadian Nuclear
Safety Commission had to comply with its
Act. Firing Linda Keen was followed by
amending the Act to require that the CNSC
consider the needs to produce radionuclides for medical diagnosis. A year later,
when the reactor broke down again, the
government announced that producing
radionuclides was no longer important.
Meanwhile, serious damage had been
done to the principle of independent, arms’
length regulation. As Auditor General Sheila
Fraser warned, it had a ‘chilling effect’
throughout the whole civil service. But the
sackings were just beginning.
Anyone in the civil service who criticizes
Harper government policy now realizes they
are putting their job on the line. Here is a
short-list of those who have been told they
will not be re-appointed after becoming
thorns in government’s side: Paul Kennedy,

www.aved.gov.bc.ca/workplace_training_program

HEADS ROLL, please turn to page 10
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Beyond Recall ~ Commentary by Patrick Brown
Given the wear and tear on the term ’recall’ over the past
couple of months, one would have thought that loyal
supporters of BC’s provincial Liberal Party would refrain
from its use.
But no, the first two witnesses in the Basi-Virk trial,
currently underway most days in BC Supreme Court, have
used it as a frequent crutch, as in ‘I don’t recall …’
It is not clear whether this means, ‘I can’t recall,’ or, ‘I
won’t recall.’

The Participants
In case you missed it, the Basi-Virk trial has started up again
after a long summer recess.
The jury trial is ostensibly to reach a decision on whether
two ministerial assistants in BC’s provincial government
leaked information to bidders in the auction of the
provincial railway. Dave Basi and Bobby Virk have each
been charged with breach of trust and fraud, and Aneal Basi
with money laundering, under the Criminal Code.
The judge is Anne MacKenzie, recently appointed to the
case, and appointed Associate Chief Justice in May 2010.
She replaced Elizabeth Bennett, who oversaw several years
of pre-trial maneuverings, and who was then elevated to the
Court of Appeal.
The jury arrived on the scene even more recently than
Madame Justice MacKenzie. They are prevented by her
sweeping publication ban from knowing anything that
happened in the pre-trial (before they were appointed), and
are removed from the courtroom when legal arguments are
made. When the jury is out, a publication ban on court
proceedings applies.
The prosecution is led by Special Crown Prosecutor Bill
Berardino, appointed under legislation intended to avoid
any bias or appearance of bias on the part of the
prosecution. However, Berardino is a former law partner of
both the Attorney General who appointed him and of the
Deputy Attorney General. Paradoxically, this may have
resulted in an appearance of bias.
The defence is led by Michael Bolton and Kevin
McCullough, experienced and respected defence attorneys.
That would normally be enough actors for a Criminal
Code trial. But this one has two other participant groups.
The first is the elected BC Liberal government. This, of
course, is the source of apprehended bias on the part of Bill
Berardino.
The government, we may be sure, is kept fully informed

Readers’ Letters
Disappointing Beach Access
Dear Editor:
I would like to convey our disappointment with Saltspring
Island’s lack of public access points. If Saltspring still wishes
to attract families to spend their hard-earned money for
their holidays on their island, things will have to change.
As we all know you cannot own the waterfront in front
of your property…this is public land. We experienced many
‘Private Property’ signs throughout the island that made it
virtually impossible to even get anywhere near the water.
There are only seven public access points on Saltspring
compared to 39 on the Pender Islands. One of these is the
beach access to St Mary’s Lake which is muddy and appears
to be more like Lost Lagoon in Stanley Park.
I realize that if in fact you can afford to stay in a cabin
along St Mary’s Lake you would be happy, but for the
average tourist this pathetic public beach access is very
disheartening and seems very unCanadian, since something
that should be shared with everyone has been privatized.
We have spent the past eight summers visiting the
different gulf islands for a week at a time—our special family
vacation—and Saltspring seems to be the only one with this
problem.
I am unclear as to why Saltspring Island is allowed to be
so different than the others.
Although I am sure there are many residents that like the
way it is, with the downturn in the economy, I think they
may wake up and realize they just might need the average
families like us to keep coming.

Unfortunately we will not be one of them…beautiful
yes…but far too limiting.
Rachel McDonnell, Victoria

Raven Coalmine
Dear Editor:
We wish to express our deep concern over the proposed
Raven Coal Mine near Fanny Bay.
We also support that a comprehensive mapping of the
underground aquifers be completed in this part of
Vancouver Island. It is vital and necessary before any
development commences.
Many of the creeks and streams that will be affected by
the proposed coal mine flow directly into Baynes Sound.
This will affect the aquaculture industry dramatically. Plus
the brand-new, $2m federal government center for shellfish
research (just opened on September 8 by Prime Minister
Steven Harper)—which could easily be made redundant
through pollution from these coal mines.
Trucking coal by road to Port Alberni would only
increase accidents on an already very busy and dangerous
highway. Dozens of huge multi-ton coal trucks would only
add to the hazard and carnage. In the past few years we have
witnessed, and been involved in, several such accidents on
that killer road, which resulted in fatalities and serious
injuries to friends and others. We just cannot afford to lose
more friends or relatives.
The long-term coal dust contamination through to Port
LETTERS, please turn to page 8

www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com

The Amnesiac Witnesses So Far
The first witness, Martyn Brown, former Chief of Staff to
Premier Campbell, displayed what citizen journalist Robin
Mathews termed amnesia—Brown could recall very little of
what went on when he held what was a key position in the
provincial government, at the time when the sale of BC Rail
was being set up. Brown’s was a political appointment; he
previously held paid positions with the Socreds and the BC
Reform Party. His total remuneration in 2002 was
$148,500; in 2007/8 it was $229,923.
The trial is only on its second witness, of thirty or more
who will be called to the stand before the trial winds up, next
spring or later; he is Brian Kenning, a longtime director of
BC Rail.
Despite the lack of memory, in these first two weeks of
the fall session, a pattern of information to be gleaned from
witnesses is emerging. Kenning was paid some $550,000
from 2001-2010 in various government appointments,
including Directorships in BC Rail and BC Ferries. BC Rail
paid him $30,000 per year even after the railway had been
sold. Kenning can remember remarkably little, except that
the entire auction process was ‘fair and above board’ and
that any leaks could do ‘irreparable’ damage.
For example, Kenning could recall little about Patrick
Kinsella, who was paid some $300,000 between 2001 and
2005 by BC Rail to help management communicate with
the government. In Mr Kinsella’s spare time he was co-chair
of the BC Liberals’ 2001 election campaign, and was
reported to be a major political strategist for the party in the
2005 election campaign. (CN Rail’s Chairman, David
McLean, was the chief fundraiser of Gordon Campbell’s
1996 election campaign.)
And Kenning was on-scene all the time. In his spare time,
he held management and directorship positions with BC
Pacific Capital Corporation, Catalyst Paper Corporation,
and Brookfield Asset Management; during this time his
companies donated some $238,000 to the BC Liberal Party.
Continuing to keep the public in the dark, with no notice
to the public the court failed to sit on Wednesday. No
explanation for the court’s recess has been announced. On
Thursday, September 23, defence attorney McCullough
finished his cross-examination of Kenning, and Bolton
began his (the court does not sit on Friday).

The Trial so Far
This combination of prosecution witnesses who can’t (or
won’t) ‘recall’, together with the draconian publication ban,
seems bound to frustrate both the jury and the public.
It may be premature to conclude that these witnesses
have contracted a particularly severe, and contagious, form
of memory loss. If this is so, no conspiracy theory is
necessary. It is only necessary to reflect that their careers
have, to a great extent, depended on their connections
within the current government.
And for individuals with such poor memories, they have
been remarkably well paid. 0

We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.

ASSOCIATES

K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

The Blue Elephant In The Corner
Interestingly, prosecutor Berardino sounds, at times, as if
he is defending the government, rather than prosecuting
three men for specific crimes. The defence’s McCullough, at
times, appears to be conducting a broad enquiry into the
disposition of BC Rail, rather than defending three men
against specific criminal charges. Why is this?
The trial itself is becoming all the more interesting
because of the window it provides into the operations and
ethics of provincial politicians and their friends.
Particularly, as it turns out, their friends.

Bring your recyclaBles to us…

JAKOBSEN
C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes

of what goes on in court—earlier in the pre-trial process, it
went so far as to employ a dedicated observer to report to it.
The second is the British Columbia public, as
represented in the courtroom by a variety of bloggers and
commentators, and a few representatives of the mainstream
media.
The general public, of course, has to rely on the media
for its understanding of the proceedings. The media, in turn,
has been (and continues to be) hampered by the publication
ban applying to anything that occurs in court in the absence
of the jury.
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1625 Quadra Street, Victoria
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Fall arrives at Brickyard Beach, Gabriola Island

The Islands Trust Story–IV
Peter Lamb

The Story So Far

The first three Acts in our drama described the formation
of the Islands Trust in 1974 and subsequent events over the
next decade as the Islands Trust evolved and adapted to
meet its ‘preserve and protect’ mandate. In the intermission,
the story of the Islands Trust Fund and its land conservation
successes was told. It is now 1985 and the curtain rises with
the trust once again under provincial scrutiny.

ACT 4, Scene 1: Housekeeping?
While the Islands Trust has the authority to appoint its own
staff, it is the Ministry of Municipal Affairs which has the
authority and budget to pay their wages and benefits. As a
result, Trust staff are considered part of the government and
its bargaining unit. Not surprisingly, this creates conflicts
from time to time in the management of Islands Trust
operations. In April 1985, Socred Minister Bill Ritchie
introduces Bill 30—the Islands Trust Amendment Act to
address this matter with two short ‘housekeeping’
amendments to bring Islands Trust staff directly under
ministry jurisdiction.
Trust Council Chair, Mike Humphries, writes a long
letter to the Premier claiming ‘the elected officials and the
various island communities they serve see it as an
unjustified interference in the management of island affairs.’
Editorials criticize the government for its proposal and
trustees express anger and frustration over the lack of
consultation by the Minister.
The Opposition is suspicious, alleging a ‘hidden agenda’
to exert more provincial control over the Islands Trust. NDP
critic Robin Blencoe leads a prolonged attack on the
legislation and proposes a compromise, recommended by
the Islands Trust, of allowing it to fund its own operations
without provincial support.
Despite the extensive and contentious debate, Bill 30
passes into law without amendment.

Scene 2: Support for the Trust
In response to continuing concerns expressed by the Islands
Trust, in May 1987, the Select Standing Committee on
Economic Development, Transportation and Municipal
Affairs is directed to undertake a comprehensive public
review of the Islands Trust. Socred Minister Rita Johnston
makes it clear that they are not considering abolishing the
trust. The Committee report is tabled six months later,
TRUST STORY, please turn to page 7

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT • $31.50 • With image $36.75 (max 45 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42 • With image $47.25 (max 70 words)
Payment with order only. VISA credit card accepted

Every Saturday untill Thanksgiving

Sat thru Mon, October 9, 10 & 11

Pender Islands' Farmers’ Market—you never know what you’ll
find or who you’ll meet; ‘grow your own’ workshops 10:30am;
fresh, local produce; baked goods; local art and artisan works
• Community Hall • Saturdays, 9:30am-1pm • ON PENDER
ISLAND

Gabriola Island’s Thanksgiving Gallery Tour—free,
self-guided tour of 41 studios featuring more than 50 artists;
Sat, Oct. 9: wine-tasting 4-6pm, Village Liquor Store; enjoy a
special weekend on a spectacular Gulf Island • Various
locations • 10am-4pm • Info: www.gabriolaartcouncil.org • ON
GABRIOLA ISLAND

Now thru Sunday, Oct 10
A solo show by Stefanie Denz—prepare to enter a world
of imagination; her colourful
portraits and motion filled
landscapes promise to engender
surprise, wonder, and reflection
• Starfish Gallery and Studio,
1108 Grace Point Square •
10:30am-4:30pm, Tues to Sat •
Info: 250-537-4425 • ON SALT
SPRING ISLAND

Fridays, October 1 & 8
Pender Film Group Screenings—FRI OCT 1: Silence at
the Heart of Things (2009)—documentary about Oliver
Schroer, Canadian fiddler whose career was cut short by
illness; FRI OCT 8: Benny and Joon (1993)—a mentally ill
young woman finds her love in an eccentric man; sponsored
by the P.I. Mental Health Initiative, 7pm • Community Hall •
7:30pm unless otherwise noted • Admission by donation •
Info: www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND

Sunday, October 3
12th Annual Salt Spring
Island Apple Festival—
theme: Children & Apples (A
Magical Connection); growing
over 350 varieties of apples
organically: visit Apple Heaven
• Fulford Hall plus many farms
• 9am–5pm • Info: www.saltspringmarket.com/apples • ON
SALT SPRING ISLAND

Sat thru Mon, October 9 to 11
Thanksgiving Weekend Family Fun Swims—wavepool,
waterslide, diving boards, pirate ship, toddler pool, swirlpool,
family changerooms, and steam room • Saanich
Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk Lake Drive (off Pat Bay Hwy
at Royal Oak exit) • SAT: 1-4pm, 6:30-8:30pm; Sun: 10amnoon, 1-4pm, 6:30-8:30pm; MOn: 10-noon, 1-4pm • Info: 24hour Swim Info-line, 250-475-7620 • IN SAANICH

Fri thru Sun, October 15 to 17
2010 Sidney Fine Art Show—
world-class juried art show featuring
work by artists primarily from around
BC; showcasing excellence with diverse
and exciting art • Mary Winspear
Centre • FRI & SAT: 9am-9pm; Sun:
9am-5pm • Admission: $6 or $10 for 3day
pass
•
Info
:
http://blog.sidneyfineartshow.com/ • IN
SIDNEY

Salish Sea-wide Visibility
For Your Event
islandtides@islandtides.com
250-629-3660

www.islandtides.com

Every second Thursday or 24/7 online
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Round The Islands
page 8, and for more info go to:
wwwsaltspringtourism.com and
www.mouatsclothingco.com.

Captain
Apple Takes a
Firm (Fruit) Stand
South Salt Spring Superhero Captain Apple
has made a firm stand—All Children Should
be Eating as Much Organic Food as
Possible. Captain Apple is a denizen of the
Salt Spring Apple Festival, coming up on
Sunday, October 3.
While genetic factors you inherit account
for only 5–10% of cancers, diet accounts for
about 33% of cancers, according to a 1997
report by World Cancer Research Fund and
the American Institute for Cancer Research.
Not only are fresh organic fruit and
vegetables one of the best bargains, they are
also the healthiest option for food providers.
They are full of minerals, fibre and
vitamins—and not pesticides.
So it is paramount in schools, hospitals,
and every home, that the best quality food
be served, not the cheapest, says Captain
Apple. Cheap foods lead to a very costly
health care system.
A new health syndrome called ‘Cheap
Food Disease’, has now been identified
which is endemic to the current food system
and which manifests itself through labour
exploitation, environmental degradation
and diet-related ill-health, adds the Captain.
To combat Cheap Food Disease, a new
food policy must adopted by government at
all levels to place food quality as the primary
criterion of food being sold to all citizens of
our country, concludes Captain Apple (see
photo right).

Apples for the Cure
Tourism Salt Spring Island is working on a
special event to complement the this year’s
Apple Festival. ‘Apples For The Cure,’ on
October on 2 & 3, will raise funds for breast
cancer awareness. Apples will be
everywhere—in stores, in the park, on
menus, in pies!
Organizers are asking people to come
along, to have fun, to eat an apple, to
volunteer—and to buy and donate, of
course. As well as raising money, goals for
the weekend are raising breast cancer
awareness, focussing on prevention; and
prevention through healthy living.
Here are some of the things that are in
the works: participating businesses will
donate a percentage of the day’s sales to
breast cancer awareness (names to be listed
soon); a mass yoga class in Centennial Park;
a yoga-wear giveaway, artwork, t-shirts, and
more; speakers in Centennial Park
including representatives from the Cancer
Society, wellness community, and the
agricultural sector.
Take a peek at some perfect apples on

Youth Fitness Sports Day
Mayne Island Youth Fitness (MIYF) first
sports day, was held on Saturday,
September 18, at Mayne schoolgrounds.
This day introduced track and field events
to the Island children. Twenty-four children
participated and quite a few parents and
grandparents came out to help and watch
the events. (See photo, page 16.)
The following events were held: 50 metre
dash, 100 metre dash, 300 metre run, 4 x 75
relay, 100 metre hurdles, shot put, running
long jump, and 1,200 metre run!
McCamley is hoping get a track and field
program going for next spring/summer!
MIYF’s longer term goal is that at least one
Mayne child will participate in the 2012 BC
Summer Games.

Open House for GInPR
~ Sara Steil
On Saturday, October 16, a Parks Canada’s
Open House at the Pender’s Community
Hall will provide an opportunity for people
to mingle and chat with the Gulf Islands
National
Park
Reserve
(GINPR)
management team, and to find out about
the State of the Park Report (SOPR).
Display boards will highlight data
collected and evaluated between 2003 to
2008, focussing on aspects of the GINPR
such as ecological integrity, cultural heritage
management, visitor experience and public
outreach education. There will be a sign-up
sheet at the open house for those who would
like a copy of the SOPR once it is printed.
The report is an important precursor to
Parks Canada beginning work on the
management plan for the GINPR and
displays also outline key strategic issues
with which the plan will deal.
At the Open House (11am-2pm), Parks
Canada will be looking for suggestions from
people on two key questions: How would
you like to be engaged in next year’s
management planning process? and: Are
there strategic issues beyond those
identified on the displays that need to be
addressed through management planning?’
People can prepared their comments on
these two questions in advance (to hand in)
if they wish, can express their views to staff
at the open house, or can post
ideas/comments on flipcharts at the open
house.
The Open House also celebrates 125
years of National Parks in Canada. In
GINPR, that celebration includes two
things: letting people know that the final
step in establishing the Park Reserve has
been completed, and recognizing the
individuals,
organizations,
and
governments that donated lands to establish
GINPR. Recognition plaques will be
unveiled in a special
ceremony at 11:30am.

Photo: Debbie Burton

Holding Burgundy apples, Captain Apple proclaims fruit and veg goodness.

Classical Women
Lulu Performing Arts Society of Gabriola
Island, in collaboration with renowned
Gabriola photographer, Carolyn Davey, and
twelve extraordinary Gabriola women, has
created a calendar of artful nudes called
‘Classical Women’. The 2011 calendar
features Island women who share a love for
classical music, as singers and
instrumentalists, as performers and
listeners. ‘While the term classical denotes
a period, and a range of styles covering
centuries of Western music, we chose it
because it also evokes a
quality of timelessness that
transcends trend or fashion,
or any culturally prescribed
idea of who we are’ says
Lulu’s Artistic Director Leah
Hokanson.
The project began as a
conversation about the
relationships
between
beauty, art, and nature. It
was also shaped by our
curiosity about the ways that
women, who are both
inspired by the beauty of
classical
music,
and
informed by the culture that

surrounds it, experience these relationships.
The calendar has been a year in the
making, with generous support from
individuals and businesses from Gabriola
and beyond. Proceeds from the sale go
toward Lulu’s mandate to support the
performing arts on Gabriola.
Copies are available at Nanaimo Art
Gallery; Monroe's Books, The Papery; and
Russell Books all in Victoria; Salt Spring
Books; several Gabriola outlets, or directly
from Lulu Performing Arts, e-mail
calendar@luluperformingarts. 0
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GULF ISLANDS WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Whole-house Treatment
• Self-cleaning Sediment Filters
• Media Filters
• Ultraviolet Systems

REMOVE:
Iron / Odour / Bacteria /
Hardness / Arsenic
250-412-1110 • 604- 630-1114 • 524 William Street, Victoria
250-339-6914 Comox Valley

www.watertiger.net
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Photo: Susan Banjavich

Summer’s late bloomers—dahlias.
TRUST STORY from page 5

recommending that the Islands Trust become a regional
district, an idea opposed by trustees, other agencies and
island residents.
Coincidentally, an analysis of the trust is undertaken by
graduate students at Simon Fraser University headed by
Professor Michael M’Gonigle and completed in September,
1987. It includes a survey of 150 residents, a questionnaire
of 36 former and present trustees and interviews with 51 key
individuals. The study finds strong support for the Islands
Trust and its performance to date but expresses concern
over its lack of authority to fulfill its mandate as well as
underfunding and understaffing.
The study recommends that ‘the Islands Trust be
retained and strengthened’ by granting it more authority
and clarifying its jurisdiction. Changes to the Act would
‘reflect a commitment by the provincial government to local
management by the trust and individual islands.’

Highlights of the legislation are:
• an approved Trust Policy Statement to guide planning
and development approvals;
• establishment of the Trust Fund Board;
• provision for island municipalities on Trust Council;
• Official Community Plans to be consistent with the
Trust Policy Statement;
• Trust Council to become the principal body for trust
administration and land-use policy decisions;
• establishment of an Executive Committee to carry out
the daily business of the Trust and review local trust
committee activities (the term General Trustees to be
eliminated); and
TRUST STORY please turn to page 15

Scene 3: A Major Reworking Of The
Islands Trust
In July 1989, Minister Johnston finally introduces Bill 78—
The Islands Trust Act with significant changes more in line
with the SFU study recommendations than those contained
in the Special Committee report. The proposed new Act is
intended to ‘improve the operation of the Islands Trust,
enhancing its autonomy and increasing its flexibility. It
confirms the trust’s mandate to preserve and protect the
islands and strengthens its ability to do so.’
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ELECTRIC CARS from page 1

5. Local governments are implementing policies, enticing
automakers and establishing partnerships to make BC a
Canadian leader in electric vehicles.
‘Electric vehicles operated in BC are a clear part of the
solution to air quality concerns and climate pollution,’
Laufenberg said. A battery electric vehicle operated in BC
will emit 80% fewer greenhouse gas emissions in its lifetime
than a conventional vehicle and will eliminate dangerous
tailpipe pollutants, such as carbon monoxide and
particulate matter, which cause smog and respiratory
ailments.
‘The future of electric vehicles is looking very promising,
but we won’t get there without governments continuing to
implement policies to make sure the right infrastructure
and incentives are in place,’ Laufenberg said. 0
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Delicious! Salt Spring women favour apples to stay abreast of the cure (story in ‘Round The Islands page 6).
GALIANO PICNIC from page 1

realize that some of the people you’d kind of written off
weren’t so bad after all (or could at least be redeemed by
their culinary prowess).
Long-time Island resident Jean Krebs spoke of the event
with unabashed gusto: ‘It was wonderful—everyone felt
included—young and old. There was a good political mix
too—even the tables were mixed up. People didn’t just sit in
their usual cliques like they so often do. It was refreshing.’
And it wasn’t just a range of ages and political hues that
were represented—it would seem that this event made
socialites and recluses alike feel welcomed and ‘at home’.
When local organic food grower Cedana Bourne pulled
up to the jam-packed parking lot of the Community School,
she admitted she was reluctant to enter and yet ended up
not only going in, but staying for the whole event and being

glad she did.
Fellow farmer Mattias Clearsky echoed similar
sentiments: ‘I wasn’t sure about being here all afternoon
with people I don’t usually spend time with, but this actually
made me feel like I was part of the bigger community.’
Eric Touchburn, who moved to Galiano 10 days before the
picnic took place, voiced something similar ‘So far the Island
is a lot like what we hoped it would be—a nice mix of laid back
and active…and this event seems in keeping with that.’
Leaning-in to hear and be heard in the din of the kids’
zone, Eric’s wife Jimena nodded in agreement and added
‘Large groups don’t necessarily work for us, but people here
seem to be welcoming while minding their own business.’
And the culinary mash-up was as impressive as the social
inter-mingling. I for one am thrilled to live in a place where
cold-cuts and devilled eggs can co-exist with lentil stew and
quinioa salad. Where we can all enjoy multiple helpings of

hand-churned ice cream (ala the NGCA), gluten-free vegan
quiche, and more dishes that feature (and in some cases
mask) the ever-abundant zucchini than I had thought
humanly possible.
At the risk of bludgeoning this food metaphor, the
overflowing tables stood as a gustatory reminder of the
abundance and diversity in our midst.
Sometimes a picnic is just a picnic. And it was that, but it
was also something more. It was a chance to sit united (but
not in a contrived, claustrophobic, or hand-holding KumBa-Yah kind of way) by the love of food. An intentional and
yet unassuming opportunity for us to put see past our
political and social differences, appreciate this place and the
people within it and simply revel in an afternoon of good
music, food and conversation.
Thanks to the many ‘willing hands and feet’ that made it
happen. 0

LETTERS from page 4

Alberni, or anywhere, from giant trucks will not be tolerated
by VanIsle citizens.
In reality, the few jobs would only be short-lived; of little
use to the local population or residents of Baynes Sound.
Whereas aquaculture, and the service industries
supporting, it is sustainable. It will support generations,
and, many jobs to come. Prime Minister Steven Harper
being here last week is an example of faith in our local
sustainable shellfish industry and our environment.
This proposed coal mine poses a serious detrimental
effect on our precious environment. Therefore a joint
federal/provincial review with full public hearings and input
must be implemented now.
David & Adel Routledge, Cumberland

Krawczyk Appeal

POETS COVE
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Join us for a Traditional Turkey Dinner
$25 per person
Sunday, October 10 th and
Monday, October 11th
Reserve early! Call 250-629-2115
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Dear Editor:
I was convicted for protesting on West Vancouver’s
Eagleridge Bluffs Sea-To-Sky highway expansion project in
2007. After sentencing, I asked the Court to give me a new
trial on the grounds that Madam Justice Brown unlawfully
sentenced me because, according to S. 787 of the Criminal
Code, for anybody convicted under the summary process in
a hybrid trial (which I was) the maximum sentence is six
months.
Madam Justice Brown gave me ten. months, which I
have served.

At the BC Court of Appeal this September, Mr Brundrett
(Crown attorney), in his reply to the court (while he asked
for my appeal to be simply quashed) also submitted to the
Court that in the event the Court decided to change the
sentence that it should be elevated upward.
To guide the court in their thinking on the matter, he
submitted two cases which Mr Brundrett thought were
similiar and should be applied to me. Both were about
violent repeated paedophiles who attacked their own
children.
Both were given accumulated sentences of fifteen and
twenty five years, respectively. In the opinion of a judge
sitting on one of these cases, people who can’t be cured of
their affliction should be put away for life. And Mr Brundrett
had underscored the ‘for life’ bit.
In doing this, the BC Attorney General has accomplished
two things; first, equated my repeated infractions of the law
in defence of the environment for future generations to the
diseased minds of paedophiles and, second, invited the
Court to consider that because I am a repeat offender that I
should also be declared a dangerous offender and possibility
be put away for life.
In a summary trial process, the rules are that I do not
qualify for a jury trial. The fact is that the Court could decide
that I be put away for life or twenty-five years (that would,
of course, be life for me as I am eighty-two-years-old)
without every having a jury trial.
While Mr Brundrett may now be claiming that the
Crown was only asking for my appeal to be dismissed, why
did he submit these cases to the court for their consideration
as precedents and authorities with the suggestion that they
be applied to me?
Betty Krawczyk, Vancouver 0

Independent
Dental Hygiene
in a relaxed setting
Registered Dental Hygienists
offering:
• scaling • root planing
• polishing • whitening
• other services
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank

W

hat is this drenching, sodden series of ‘rain
warning’ storms we have been having one after
another—in September? And where the heck is
that rain shadow? Do we have a hole in our ‘east-side of
Vancouver Island’ umbrella? Initially, as it started to rain, I
got into my late-fall, wet-weather gear and nearly boiled—
it’s not that it isn’t warm, even when it rains.
Every roof has been tested and every gutter has been
guiding torrents of water from them. The pond, which
traditionally fills by the end of November, is full to the top
and getting the waterfall across the road activated.
The moss is already a riot of cushy green. This must be a
mushroom aficionado’s fall of the decade—shaggy manes
and boletus are every where.You can hear the fungi growing
and see the new gardens of fruiting spores!
The air is scrubbed clean and colors jump out. The
metallic brown haze that we lived with as the short-lived
sunny, summer days piled one on the other is somewhere
else.
This equinox-time, Jupiter and the moon are rising
together in the east in torchlight procession as dusk ends.
Jupiter is apparently the closest it has been in 50 years and
it is easy to see one of the moons on the right hand side with
binoculars.
This is a tough year to be a hornet and trying to eat plums
and pears in the orchard! Our fruit harvest is late and
sparse; the fig crop we have eaten in its entirety. The squash
and cucumbers have packed it in, with white spots all over
their leaves. Sigh, no rummaging around for that last small
crooknecks or cucumber hiding among the big green leaves.
The fall chores are getting done in hasty chunks. Roof
sweeping, gutters, firewood, garden putting to bed, outside
door annual sanding and refinishing, and much more. It
took time to get out of , ‘well, I’ll do it tomorrow when it isn’t
raining’ into ‘when that sunny day comes be ready to fly at
the list!’

Community Club Quarterly Meeting
The Saturna Community Club held its Quarterly Meeting
on September 20. Award presentations were made to two
special people: Dr Don Williams from Pender Island and
local guy, Jon Guy.
Dr Williams retired this summer from his 7 years of
service to our community. Dawn Wood, our Health
Committee Chair, presented Dr Don with a framed
certificate expressing our gratitude. Dawn described Dr

Williams as the best kind of doctor, a listener, and a
knowledgeable practitioner who cared for the person.
Don stood up in his blue jeans, red raincoat, slim and
trim and said, ‘Hello, I’m well and healthy and I hope you
are too! This is a great way to wind up a practice of 48 years
and I have enjoyed it all. I would like to thank the woman
who put me through medical school 48 years ago, Therese
my wife.’ There was a huge round of applause for this funny,
lively, healthy man who has treated and talked to so many
of us in the community with caring and compassion.
Dr Don lived his advice, positive and encouraging in his
outlook, walking to and from the government wharf,
coming over in his own boat sometimes, eating a sandwich
and maybe an orange for lunch, practicing his life’s passion
well into his senority.
Saturna Community Club Chair, Bill Schermbrucker
read from the nomination for John Guy written by Judith
Reess-Thomas of the Recycling Committee. He read many
accolades gathered from the community citing how it is that
Jon is a strong strand woven into the cooperative fabric of
Saturna Community.
Island Trustee, Beverly Neff, presented Jon with a
Community Stewardship Award of Enduring Achievement,
‘for many contributions to the vitality of Saturna Island’s
Community life.’
Accepting the award, Jon said it was easier to ‘do
something’ than to receive the award! ‘I feel grateful to be
included and to live where my efforts can do some good.’
He used the metaphor of a pebble falling into a pond, the
resulting ripples are strongest at the centre, he said. He said
that he had grown to understand that, ‘I can most affect
myself, my family and my community by my efforts.’ He
thanked us all and sat down to a standing ovation.
Other Community Club news is that we had a great Lamb
BBQ despite the timing and weather—middle of the week
and the light rain at the start of the day. Besides the money
that is made directly, which goes to keep the Community
Hall and the umbrella organizations that the Community
Club supports running, the Lamb BBQ is a chance for many
Island groups to make money for their initiatives.
David Rees-Thomas reports that we only have two
emergency responders that carry pagers all the time. He
would dearly like to have more volunteers to fulfill this vital
community service.

uniting Islands—big and small. It costs a
lot to keep a regional newspaper going!

Voluntary Subscriptions help
keep all this great news coming!
Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make a good contact for you?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?
If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our yellow
free boxes located across the Strait of Georgia

and from Victoria to Campbell River or, if you read
online, you can show your support and appreciation
by mailing a voluntary subscription of

($25 + hst = $28.00) or an amount of
your choice to:
Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0n 2M0
(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!

And a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you
who have sent subscriptions /donations.
Keep those lovely phone calls, cards, letters,
and emails coming, too!
We paste them all in our scrapbooks!

SATURNA NOTES, please turn to page 10

Gambier Island Home Tour
Sat., Oct. 9th, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. (Water Taxi from Horseshoe Bay)

Thinking
of building?
Join us to tour six
Linwood homes.
see how Linwood timbercrafted
homes are constructed
• get free advice to plan your build
• find out about savings on
a Linwood home package
•

($25 includes registration fee and lunch.)

Reserve Your Spot Today!
Salt Spring & Southern Gulf Islands:

Gabriola & Northern Gulf Islands:

250-931-8881

1-800-663-2558

www.linwoodhomes.com
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(CATHERInE) AILEEn MERRITT CAMPBELL - 1920-2010
Born May 25, 1920 at Saint Paul’s Hospital in Vancouver
Aileen Campell passed away on Tuesday, 14 September,
aged 90.
Aileen’s niece, Beverley, her former colleague Pat
Carney, and her friend, Sylvia Shirran contributed to this
obituary.
Aileen Campbell was woman with a profession—a
reporter—as well as a wife and an aunt. She was a woman
of her times and yet timeless; bridging to succeeding
generations’ social mores. She was the kind of aunt every
woman wishes for, to demonstrate how broadly a life can
be lived.
She was passionate about her career as a reporter. Lowkey, tolerant and open-minded, she was a professional who
knew her worth and the value of good reporting. She was
a terrier on a news story, persistent and would dig deep for
the facts. Her byline meant the story was accurate.
Pat Carney recalls that she and Aileen were ‘comrades
in Arms’ at Vancouver’s The Province in a time when
women were not considered up to much in a man’s world.
Pat joined the Province at 17 as a stringer for UBC campus
and by 19 she had joined the staff. On staff ahead of Pat,
Aileen was her trailblazer and set a high standard to follow.
Aileen was the only female reporter on ‘city’ and frontpage.
Pat asked Aileen how she got her job. Apparently, Aileen
sat in the lobby of The Province for days until someone
said, ‘Let’s give her a chance.’ Aileen interviewed many
interesting people including Pierre Trudeau, Johnny
Mathis and LB Johnson. She conducted the interview with
LBJ on Air Force One at the South Vancouver Terminal
after slipping inconspicuously into the entourage.
She first arrived on Saturna in 1957, in a single-engined
Otter seaplane, with Pat Carney and other Vancouver
Province newspaper people, landing in Boot Cove and

walking to Lyall Harbour. Many of The Province crowd,
from typesetters, to reporters, to columnists bought
property on Saturna.
However, it took her some time of steady, persuasion
before Bev, her Albertan rancher husband, would come to
see the Island but when he did he also fell in love with the
life. Bev and Aileen bought five of Jim Money’s lots at about
$600 each—$100 down and $100 a year; three on Bonnie
Bank Road and two at East Point.
They commuted weekends coming over in their
lapstrake boat Merlin I—built at Turner’s Boatworks at the
bottom of Georgia Street—anchoring in Lyall Harbour and
rowing to their dock.
I met Aileen during the years of Saturna Island
Volunteer Firefighter Pig BBQ’s that were held at the
Saturna Community Hall. Aileen and Bev, staunch
supporters of the Fire Department were always there for
dinner, early. Bev was part owner of Lee’s Candies on West
10th in Vancouver and he brought many boxes of
chocolates for the firechief to hand out as door prizes.
Many Islanders have commmented on her sparkling
eyes, her zest for life, and how much they enjoyed her
company. I loved talking to Aileen. She was small, welldressed, carried a large handbag, and wore lipstick. Clear
spoken, good with words, curious about people and what
was happening, she listened well and asked informed
questions. It was a while into talks with her that I truly
understood the critical role she had played here on the
coast in opening up her field for capable women.
Beverley, her niece, recalls that city girl Aileen knew
every nook and cranny of Vancouver and was very
knowledgeable about the heritage buildings. (Aileen was
the first columnist to write a series on Vancouver
buildings). She loved to go to movie theaters and spent her
HEADS ROLL from page 3
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As of September 7, we have a new doctor
working with Dr Linda Wilson at the clinic,
Dr Sandouski from Salt Spring. She is
energetic and has lots of ideas around rural
medicine in a rural community.
Recycling needs more volunteers—work
a small amount of time or lots, your choice!
Richard Blagborne reported on the
fabulous summer accomplishments of the
three students hired on grant money to
create computer programs to enable
Islanders to archive Saturna history and to
make videos.
Richard gave hearty thanks to Dave
Cheslow, commending him for his

dedication to the project as a whole and for
directing the young lads. Alan Olsen came
up for gratitude for keeping the grant
application financial requirements and
general finances absolutely in order.
Richard says we need a larger group
dedicated to take on specific tasks! All of
Richard’s many community efforts are
predicated on people working together to
accomplish something inspired that is a
credit to the community and done with
enthusiasm—fun is always a big
component. The Fog Alarm Building
Archival
Project
presents
many
opportunities to the Community. 0
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summers on Sunset Beach with her sister Edna. Aileen
graduated from Little Flower Academy and the University
of British Columbia. Aileen was keenly interested in books,
education, politics, and current events.
She moved to Victoria in the early 1940’s to pursue a
career as a newspaper reporter She lived at Loretta Hall, a
boarding house for ladies of ‘good character.’ Her start at
Victoria’s The Times, accordiong to her friend Sylvia
Shirran, was through her own determination. At first The
Times would not hire her. But someone at the newspaper
told Aileen to find a desk and look busy. She did that every
day; she sat typing ‘The Hound of Heaven’. This went on
for weeks until finally she was handed an assignment. She
became a city hall reporter.
She met Bev at a servicemen’s dance at a place called
‘The Hut’ in Victoria. For years, Bev taught electronics at
Vancouver’s Lord Byng High School, later creating Lee’s
Chocolates. Aileen was a devoted wife in the accepted way
of the times and they made decisions as a couple. They
were married on September 4, 1946 and were sharing a
room 64 years later at South Granville Lodge.
Niece Beverley Walisser recalled that at the lodge, where
she received excellent care, she was told that 8pm was time
to go to bed. Vital, alert and involved to the very end of her
life, Aileen replied that she wouldn’t dream of going to bed
before midnight! Fridays was news night on TV and the
family never called or visited as Aileen would be deeply
immersed. The fate of the HST and the Liberals was a topic
she was following keenly.
Her family, husband Bev, sister Edna, and her niece and
nephew and extended family adored her and will miss
having her in their lives.
Donations can be made in Aileen’s name to the Saturna
Island Emergency Services, c/o Theresa Howard.
P.E.
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head of the RCMP Public Complaints
Commission, Pat Stogran, Veterans Affairs
Ombudsman, Peter Tinsley, chairman of
the Military Police Complaints Commission
who was investigating the torture of Afghan
detainees, Marty Cheliak, the head of the
Canadian Firearms Program who was
actually shifted out of his position by the
Harper government claiming he had to
undergo routine French training. The head
of Elections Canada, Philip Kingsley was
hounded out of his role and his successor,
Marc Mayrand, has been under fairly
constant assault including a number of
court cases against Elections Canada by the
Conservative Party.
There have been other positions, simply
eliminated by the government, so that a
firing is not just personal–it ends the
existence of a position in government. In
that category, go Dr Art Carty, Science
Advisor to the PM, Karen Kraft Sloan,
Ambassador for Environment and
Sustainable Development, Jack Anawak,
Ambassador for Circumpolar Affairs. That’s
right. None of those positions exist
anymore.
Public attacks on those who criticise form
another list. The most prominent example
was Richard Colwin, the Foreign Affairs
official who was subpoenaed by the
Parliamentary committee looking into
Afghan torture allegations. He was attacked
as though he was a Taliban stooge. One

?
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Length of The Strait of Georgia

Call Christa 250-629-3660 or
sales@islandtides.com

could add Rémy Beauregard who headed
the NGO Rights and Democracy, run with a
board appointed by the federal government
with federal grants. He was hounded out of
his job and then died suddenly of a heart
attack following a board meeting.
Pubic resignations are rare. Munir
Sheikh, Canada’s Chief Statistician (a role
equivalent to Deputy Minister to Statistics
Canada) had been prepared to implement a
policy which he believed to be deeply
flawed–cancelling the long-form census.
But when Minister of Industry Tony
Clement, to whom he reported, told the
media that no one at Statistics Canada had
warned him that the long-form census was
critical, Sheikh felt he had no honourable
choice but to quit. He had, of course, warned
the minister that killing the census would
undermine policy-making across the board.
Without
good
information,
a
government is flying blind. It’s like shutting
down traffic control at the airport. What
Munir Sheikh did encapsulates how the civil
service is supposed to work. He made a case
to Clement. The Harper government
(rumour has it the order to kill the longform census came directly from the Prime
Minister’s Office) ignored his warnings. But
he kept his criticisms to himself and would
have implemented the change, if not for the
fact that the Minister lied and said no-one
had warned him.
HEADS ROLL, please turn to page 14
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The Potato Underground: how the ‘outlaw’ Cariboo
spud, once blacklisted by agribiz advocates, was saved

W

hen Jerry LeBourdais learned that big
agribusiness couldn’t handle the Cariboo potato,
he knew he’d found a variety that he wanted to
support. The name didn’t hurt either. If there was a potato
out there named ‘Cariboo,’ it had a natural home on the
back-to-the-land commune near Williams Lake that
LeBourdais had founded.
All he needed was some seed. It sounded simple enough.
‘Jerry wanted to get ahold of some, and asked me where,’
recalls John Ryser, a prize-winning seed potato farmer who
lives south of Prince George. Ryser told him it wouldn’t be
easy, because the potato had been decertified for seed
production in 1976. By the time LeBourdais came calling in
1983, the Cariboo spud had been banned for seven years
and Ryser had given up growing the variety.
‘I kept the Cariboo going for years,’ says Ryser. ‘The big
cheeses de-listed it because it would hang on to the vines.’
Government officials may prohibit varieties for reasons
ranging from disease susceptibility to a tendency to snarl
farm equipment; industrial potato farmers want plants that
harvest easily with machinery. ‘Once a variety is de-listed,
if you grow it, they’ll cancel your seed grower’s licence.’
But chance and luck launched a new chapter in the
history of the Cariboo potato. During a spring meeting at
the government experimental farm in Prince George in
1984, a visiting horticulturalist showed up with samples of
all kinds of varieties, including Cariboo potatoes from the
former Vancouver Research Station in Pemberton.
‘Before it was all done, I got four or five of his six Cariboo
potatoes and gave them to Jerry,’ says Ryser. ‘Then Jerry
got in hot water because he was bragging about it, and they
started calling it the ‘Outlaw Potato.’

The Cariboo Potato Rush
The Cariboo region is known today for beef and alfalfa, but
a richer farming history stretches back to the gold rush of
the early 1860s. Settlers began farming to feed the miners,
who otherwise had to pay a premium for whatever fresh
foods could survive being mule-hauled up the Cariboo
wagon road.
The Cariboo gained a reputation for quality potatoes,
explains Denis Kirkham, a retired seed potato specialist who
worked in BC for the federal Ministry of Agriculture for four
decades. In the ‘heyday’ years after World War Two, he says,
there were 35 seed potato growers in a belt spanning from
McCleese Lake, just north of Williams Lake, to Hixon, just
south of Price George.
Yet the Cariboo potato itself has roots about as far from
gold-rush country as you can get without leaving Canada.
The variety was first bred at the federal Potato Research
Centre in Fredericton, New Brunswick, which each year
sent seed potatoes out to be tested at a network of
experimental farms nationwide. In 1963, one such variety
did unusually well in central British Columbia’s tough
climate. Mike Van Adrichem, then a horticulturalist with
the Prince George experimental farm, gave it the Cariboo
name. It became popular just as small-scale farming in the
region began to face its most challenging times.
‘There are lots of reasons potato production in that area
declined starting in the ’70s,’ says Kirkham. The Cariboo
had a labour shortage, he explains, made worse for farmers
by the fact that there was more money to be made in logging
and the mills. Freight was costly, too, and made it difficult
for the region’s family farms to compete with emerging
industrial producers in places like Washington and Alberta,
and later, global suppliers such as China.
‘Small farmers couldn’t compete—but they certainly did
in terms of quality for a bit. They had high disease freedom
and quality and that gave them a premium for their extra
work,’ says Kirkham.
John Ryser, who tracked down the Cariboo seed
potatoes for Jerry LeBourdais, is one of the area’s two
remaining seed potato farmers. He remembers starting out
in 1937 or ’38, getting heck from his dad for not taking
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proper care of the potatoes on the family farm. At its largest,
Ryser’s seed potato operation spanned little more than a
dozen acres—tiny by industrial standards.
‘Now I’ve got just a few acres, and have trouble selling what
I’ve got,’ he says. ‘All south of Quesnel was growing at one
time. Now it’s all shipped in from Vancouver and Alberta.
They’re buying them from Superstore and Overwaitea, which
don’t buy local.’

An Anti-Capitalist Potato?
It took a rebel to go up against the tide of history. Jerry

LeBourdais, who died in 2004, came from a pioneer
Cariboo family and was a lifelong social activist, leading a
strike at the Burnaby refinery in his early years and later
running several times for political office. Yet today, he might
be most widely remembered as the Cariboo potato’s
greatest promoter.
‘They grow really well for the northern region,’ says
Jerry’s daughter Lorraine LeBourdais. ‘They’re a beautiful
white potato, almost yellow, with pink eyes. They have
smooth skin, and they grow tall—you can pick them out in
a patch because they’re half a foot taller than other varieties.
They pull out and then fall off the vine easily, which is
exactly what you want for hand harvesting, but they’re a
nuisance for commercial harvesting—they tangle in the
harvester,’ says Lorraine. Cariboo potatoes are also known
as excellent keepers, with a good size, shape and texture for
baking.
Lorraine is a resident member of CEEDS (Community
Enhancement and Economic Development Society), the
commune that her father founded, in its original form, in
1971. Today, CEEDS operates three farms near Horse Lake,
each on rented or leased land, as the commune does not
support the notion of private property.
In 1982, while searching for Cariboo seed, Jerry
LeBourdais wrote to the Ministry of Agriculture and was
told, ‘the variety Cariboo can no longer be sold under any
name and cannot be grown as seed.’ The letter continued:
‘I suggest that you select and grow varieties that can be
legally grown in Canada.’
CEEDS now grows about a half ton of Cariboo potatoes
each year, walking a fine line along the official ban. In 1994,
Harrowsmith magazine published an article on the Cariboo
spud and CEEDS received letters from across the continent.
Rather than sell the spud, they gave away free seed potatoes
to everyone who wrote.

‘Anything You Can Eat Or Smoke...’
The Cariboo isn’t the only potato to have its own
underground movement. Currently, momentum is building
to save the Nooksack potato, another variety that has
proved to be a regional standout in the Cariboo. To
maintain a strong gene pool in their crops, seed potato
growers must bring in new seed from another grower every
seven years—and John Ryser appears to be the last seed
farmer growing the Nooksack. If so, this year’s crop will be
the last to be certified, and the Nooksack potato will live on
only in the gardens of citizen seed-savers.
Backyard spud-saving is a northwest tradition that goes
back farther than almost anyone would expect. The Makah
Nation of the Olympic Peninsula in Washington has been
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The Capital Regional District (CRD) invites applications/
nominations from residents interested in sitting on the Salt
Spring Island Community Economic Development Commission
to develop a comprehensive profile on business activity, prepare
a development strategy, coordinate economic development
activities, and liaison with other levels of government, private
sector and news media in respect to economic development
within the service area.
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Commission that require a two year commitment. Meetings are
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January 1, 2011.
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as Ganges, Fulford and Channel Ridge and the balance will be
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gardening the Ozette potato—named for a Makah
community—since at least 1791, the date when it is believed
the potato was brought from South America by Spanish
explorers. The potato wasn’t recognized outside the Makah
community until the 1980s. Likewise, Haida Nation growers
raise a fingerling variety, the Haida potato, which may have
been acquired by trade or travel even before the Haida met
their first Europeans. During the conflicted years that
followed, gardeners alone saved the Haida potato from
extinction. History is repeating itself with the Cariboo potato.
‘I’m not saying it’s the greatest potato that ever lived, but
it’s got culture and associated history. It’s very important
and symbolic for what it represents more than anything—
biodiversity and independent local culture,’ says Bob Sarti,
a retired reporter and longtime friend of Jerry LeBourdais.
He notes that the legacy of the Cariboo potato is now
inseparable from the commune that LeBourdais founded,
and its philosophy.
‘They’re anti-capitalist. They never own land, and always
had to move for this reason,’ says Sarti. ‘They’ve been doing
continuous, uninterrupted agriculture, and are unique in
the fact that very few can support themselves entirely this
way.
‘Jerry was a larger-than-life person,’ Sarti continues. ‘He
had quite an impact in the Cariboo with the back-to-theland movement. Jerry always said anything you can eat or
smoke, you should be allowed to grow.’ 0

b.a./b.arch leed ap
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Mail or email your application to:
Community Economic Development Commission
#5-105 Rainbow Road, Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 2V5
T: 250.538.0009
E: directorssi@crd.bc.ca
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Too many bambis and bunnies ~ Guy Dauncey

I

n North Saanich, organic farmer Brian
Hughes has a problem. In July, deer
wandered onto his farm and ate 6,000
of his strawberry plants. Just recently, they
ate a 40ft bed of organic lettuces. Other
farmers and growers on the Island and the
Gulf Islands are reporting similar problems.
Black-tailed deer have lived on
Vancouver Island for thousands of years. A
mature doe gives birth to two fawns a year,
in May or June. As part of Vancouver
Island’s ecosystem, they are preyed on by
cougars and wolves. Over millions of years,

they have co-evolved alongside their
predators, like most of the world’s
herbivores.
Without predators, deer can live for ten
years or longer. Over ten years, a doe might
produce 16 fawns, 8 of which are female.
After ten years, assuming no deaths from
predators, hunters or car accidents, a doe’s
family line will have 500 female offspring.
In ten more years numbers ill be 200,000
females (plus 200,000 males), and they all
need to eat. No wonder they are wandering
all over Oak Bay, browsing on roses.

CHANGES ARE COMING to Otter Bay. We are always looking at ways to improve the
safety of our operation, and the pick-up and drop-off procedure inside the terminal at
Otter Bay is currently not a safe practice. Due to the increased volume of traffic, limited
space inside the terminal and the increased incidence of unsafe driving, the following
rules will be implemented starting October 1, 2010.
1. Drop-off and pick-up inside the terminal will only be allowed at times when space allows.
2. Vehicles wishing to drop off or pick-up passengers will be directed to a designated lane.
3. Drivers will remain in the lane until directed by a terminal attendant to leave the terminal
through the appropriate exit lanes.
4. Drivers will park facing downhill, not uphill as is sometimes the practice.
5. At no time may any vehicles either enter through the exit lane or exit through the entrance.
6. Every effort to accommodate the disabled and elderly will be made at all times.
7. All vehicles entering the terminal must stop at ticket booth and wait for directions before
proceeding into terminal.
The safety of everyone must be the priority at all times. We would like to thank you for
your understanding and if we are to continue to allow un-ticketed vehicles into the
compound we require your cooperation.
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A young buck beside Porlier Pass Road on Galiano
It’s easy to see why this spells such
trouble for our farmers and growers. On
Sidney Spit, the entire forest undergrowth
has been eaten away by predator-free deer.
There is only one rational solution, but first
let’s consider the bunnies.
At the University of Victoria, there are
1,600 bunnies, the descendents of pet
rabbits whose owners have tired of them
and dumped them there.
Female bunnies produce three to five
litters a year, and each litter has three to
seven babies—that’s a total of 9 to 35 babies
a year. The following year, the female
bunnies all start breeding. Like the deer,
rabbits co-evolved with their predators—
that’s why they have so many babies. If they
are sheltered from predators, hunters and
disease, and have enough grass to feed on,
after 5 years there will be 50,000 females.
After 7 years there will be over ten million.
It’s easy to see why this spells such

trouble for UVic, even if disease and
predation by hawks and eagles slow the
‘Australian problem’. (Within ten years of
the introduction of 12 bunnies into Australia
by a settler in 1859, two million rabbits
could be shot or trapped a year without any
noticeable impact.)
The ecological solution would be to reintroduce their natural predators by
breeding cougars and wolves for local
release. This might turn walking the dog
into a whole new experience, and create
interesting adventures for cats—not
something most people would welcome.
That leaves three solutions—to replace
the role of the predators we have driven out
by organizing an annual cull; to attempt to
sterilize them all; or to protect them in
wildlife sanctuaries. They are cute, and
appeal to our instinct to protect—but how
many million can local sanctuaries take?
WILDLIFE CULL, please turn to next page

S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y

We’re considering a new twist on curbside pick up.
And we need your input.
Did you know that 30% of the waste that we send to Hartland Landfill is compostable

Get involved

organic material? That’s why the Capital Regional District (CRD) is considering a region-wide
kitchen scrap restriction and enhanced curbside collection program. After all, kitchen scraps
– items like meat, dairy, vegetables, grains and soiled paper products – are a valuable resource.
We are inviting residents to participate in community
workshops to help us solicit feedback on possible
funding options for an enhanced curbside collection
program and the revenue shortfall resulting from the
proposed kitchen scraps restriction.

Feedback from these workshops will be recorded
to help guide the decisions in this project. We’re
committed to finding the best options and we need
your input.

For more information email atthecurb@crd.bc.ca, phone

250.474.9613, or visit us online at www.crd.bc.ca/atthecurb

DROP-IN Drop-in at the sessions below:
October 1 – Salt Spring Island - Anglican Church | 6:30 - 8:30 pm
ONLINE FORUM Can’t make a session? Participate in the online forum
to provide your input regarding this project.

forums.crd.bc.ca/atthecurb

ISLAND TIDES, Sept 30, 2010, Page 13

Photo: Terrill Welch

Mayne Island’s Reef Bay—September morning mist drifts in from the Strait of Georgia. Terrill’s one-woman show of photos and paintings ran till September 22 at the Mayne
Island Library.
WILDLIFE CULL from previous page

Sterilization may work for rabbits if we are willing to pay the
cost; but how can we sterilize all the local wild deer?
This is the point at which ecological ignorance, the desire
to protect and the desire to eat meat intersect.
What has meat got to do with it? Everything—for it is
highly contradictory for anyone who eats meat to complain
about killing rabbits and deer when their own eating
requires the constant killing of lambs, cows, ducks, chickens,
pigs, and other animals. And on the other hand, venison and
rabbit offer a source of local meat that has at least enjoyed
a wild life, not one in a ghastly factory farm.
Does anyone apart from a vegan who eats no animal
products have a moral right to argue that there should not
be a cull of the rabbits and deer? And yet my personal
reason for being a vegetarian is to reduce the deaths of
animals, and when I look into those bambi or bunny eyes,
my instinct too is to protect them.
So where do bacteria fit in? Bacteria also breed like
rabbits, only much faster, which gives them great
evolutionary flexibility. When we misuse antibiotics, we get
multi-drug resistant bacteria such as MRSA. In August, an
even more scary threat arose in India in the form of a gene
that passes easily between bacteria and makes them
resistant to almost all of the powerful, last-line group of
antibiotics. To imagine a future without antibiotics, we just
have to look back to the last century. It’s a very grim thought.
A common factor that links the bambies, bunnies and
WILDLIFE CULL, please turn to page 15
"From the first Blue Sky
Architecture have been
regionalists in the best
sense of the term. They
have been deeply involved
with the ecology and
topography of southern
British Columbia and its
wonderful interweave of sea,
forest, and rock ."
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Helping you prepare your children for tomorrow
Full day kindergarten – It’s back to school time and, in today’s skill based economy,
it’s more important than ever to ensure children get an early start on their education.
That’s why the Province of B.C. is implementing full day kindergarten for more than half of
all five-year olds in 2010 and for all eligible children starting in 2011. Providing kids with
an early start will give them the skills they need to be successful in school and to be
prepared for the opportunities of the twenty-first century.
For more on helping prepare your children for tomorrow, visit gov.bc.ca
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October Garden Calendar ~ Brian Crumblehulme
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henever you plant your shoots, be sure to
spread rich dung around and bury them in
plenty of earth—Virgil 29 BC
‘Putting the garden to bed’ is a common catch phrase at this
season and for summer gardens that is indeed true. After
frost or heavy rain, cut the tops off perennial plants, weed
flower beds, mulch with manure or compost, and leave the
garden tidy until spring. In many regions of the country this
is your only choice before freeze-up but here on the Salish
Sea the growing season just keeps rolling along.
Spring bulbs are an obvious example, grass is another
cool weather plant.Grass sown now will germinate and grow
slowly through winter to provide an established green mat
in spring. Trees and bushes will also develop roots even after
the leaves have fallen, so the earlier you can plant the
stronger they are for next spring.
In the vegetable garden beg, buy or borrow some hardy
winter plants and get them in the ground asap. I have half
my cauliflowers, broccoli, kale, lettuce, etc, in the
greenhouse and the rest outside. That way they will grow at
different speeds and I will get some crops even in very cold
weather.
Early perennials such as rhubarb and asparagus require
a rich earth. So clean them up after the first frost, remove
any weeds, and mulch heavily with farmyard manure and

wood ash from the stove. At this time too you can sow broad
beans outside and snow peas under glass. October is garlic
planting time. Garlic needs a good quality loam to grow well
but not too rich or it will produce too much leaf. Remove
any weeds, add some compost and turn the soil over. Then
after the first storm collect a few bags of seaweed and spread
this over the ground before you plant. The garlic bulbs will
benefit from the minerals and the salt.
In the flower garden, this is the time to think about sweet
peas. Yes, you read me correctly, sweet peas. Indigenous to
Sicily, the sweet pea was introduced to Europe 250 years
ago by a monk called Friar Cupani who sent a few seeds to
friends in England and France. These specimens dithered
along for some 100 years until Victorian times when
growers decided to do something with this weedy fragrant
plant. The first breakthrough came in the 1880s from a
gardener called Silas Cole working on the estate of the Earl
of Spencer. Cole’s varieties were huge, fragrant, colourful
and politely named after his boss, Spencer who likely
couldn’t tell a sweet pea from any other P. They were so
successful that in 1900 the Royal Horticultural Society
convened an international conference on the new flower! In
the next generation a master gardener developed a
technique to grow the flowers to perfection and E R Janes
went on to win the annual flower competitions for the next
thirty years until in 1952 he
published his secret. Here it
is:
Sow your seeds under
Lifetime
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• Choose a method of marketing that accommodates your lifestyle.
• Be your own boss.
• Represent a company known for honesty and integrity.
• Have fun and earn income, free travel and rewards.

Get started for as little as $39.95!
Contact your Independent Watkins
Associate to find out how you can begin a
fulfilling career with Watkins today.
Your Watkins Associate:
Millie Leathers
#389376
250-539-5526
email: millieleathers@shaw.ca
504 Bayview Dr. S28 C16
Mayne Island, BC V0N 2J0
“Watkins has exceeded our expections. Watkins has provided us with independence
and control over our lives. Our Watkins income has allowed us to work from home
with our children while they were growing up, provide a college education for our
daughter, purchase two homes and two automobiles—all paid with cash! Watkins has
provided us with the freedom to travel and go where we want, when we want, free
from financial worry! It’s no coincidence that the street in front of Watkins
Administration building is Liberty Street. Watkins has brought liberty and freedom
to our life and can do the same for you.”
Sue and Ed Williams, Independent Watkins Associates

Islands Real Estate
True Gulf Island Living
on Lasqueti Island
• Peaceful & free
• Off the grid • Artistic
• Eccentric!
Two Homesites on
Nootka Island
Buy a share in a private 60 acre
island surrounded by Nuchatlitz
Prov Park, 45 min from Tahsis.
• 2 acres waterfront with a
small cozy cabin - $195,000
• 1 acre waterfront - $95,000
For more info:
www.Nuchatlitz.ca
www.SeaOtterIsland.com
cvec17@hotmail.com
250-334-2375

Acreages Homesteads
start at
start at
$165,000 $235,000

www.lisamackay.ca

Cob
Strawbale
Studio
For Sale
$185,000

2BR Natural Building on 60 acres
shared land in the Comox Valley.
www.cobstudio4sale.blogspot.com

Call 250-334-2375

Keep your properties and
business in the public eye.

HEADS ROLL from page 10

glass in late September or early October individually in 3”
pots filled with compost. Once germinated the plants should
be left outside unprotected except in the most severe
weather. Protect from slugs, birds and mice.
Meanwhile, select a low area of the garden where there
is some protection from summer heat (sweet peas grow best
in cool earth) and dig a trench 3ft x 3ft by as long as you
wish. Fill this trench with equal parts stable manure,
compost and a sprinkling of lime and bone meal and leave
until spring. Then erect a fence down the center of the
trench with a double row of bamboo stakes 10ft high,
18inches apart. In late March pinch the tops off each
seedling and plant them one to each stake with an additional
sprinkling of lime and wood ash. Ensure that each plant is
pressed firmly into the soil by treading the ground. As the
seedlings grow they should be tied to their supports with
string every few inches and remove every side shoot and
every tendril. Do not water the plants unless it is very dry
and then you should flood the trench. Remove all weeds and
keep the top soil loosely cultivated. Remove all flower buds
as they appear. Cultivation should not take more than an
hour a day. When the warm weather arrives the peas will
begin to grow rapidly, perhaps 2 inches a day and once they
have reached 5 feet high let them go and allow them to
bloom freely. Under the correct conditions they will produce
blooms with 18inch stems, the plants will grow 12 to 14 feet
and they will flower until frost. By mid August you will need
a stepladder to pick your flowers.

The most recent loss and the one that
prompted me to write about these
disturbing assaults on the fabric of our
institutions is that of Parliamentary Budget
Officer Kevin Page. The position was,
ironically, created by the Harper
government. It was part of the 2006
Accountability Act, but no one filled the
position until Kevin Page was appointed in
2008. With a skeleton staff and a small
budget, the PBO under Page has provided
clear and transparent assessments of
Canada’s fiscal policy and worrying trends.
Page has been in a struggle with
government from the beginning. He

OCTOBER GARDEN please turn to page 15

announced last month that he would not
seek re-appointment when his term ends.
It is no wonder that morale in the civil
service is at an all time low. People doing
their job in an impartial way are treated as
partisans and enemies. The atmosphere is
toxic. Good people are leaving government.
We are losing ‘peace, order and good
government’ to a mood of oppression and
fear. It does look a lot like vandalism.
Elizabeth E. May, O.C. knows her way
around Ottawa. She served as Senior
Policy advisor to the federal Minister of
Environment 1986-88. She is leader of the
Green Party of Canada. 0
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MARINE

GSAAutoRentals

d. a. sMitHson & sons

Monthlyfrom$625
Weeklyfrom$205
Mentionthisadfordiscount

Rent

QualityPre-Owned
Cars&Minivans

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788
terry@gsaautorentals.com
www.gsaautorentals.com

FREE!

Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!
Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up
also available
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

MEETINGS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of
School Trustees will be held at
Galiano
Community
School,
Wednesday,
October
13
commencing at 1pm. To view the
agenda
for
this
meeting:
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html
Public Welcome!

On Time & On Budget
• Foreshore Applications

250-539-5252
250-478-6937

• Docks • Moorings

dasons@telus.net

• Ramps • Pile Driving

www.smithsondrilling.com

Ross Walker

250-537-9710

MOORINGS

135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

FOR RENT
Mayne Island. Water view, clean,
comfortable, one bedroom cabin.
Looking for quiet, respectful tenant non-smoker/no pets. $700/month.
250-539-3195
Mayne Island. Spacious 3 bedroom
upper suite, wood floors, internet,
walk to ferry. Suit quiet tenant, non
smoker, no pets. Good rent for the
right
tenant.
Contact:
mayne539@yahoo.ca

OCTOBER GARDEN from page 14

Okay: so I’ve sown the pea seeds and
prepared the trench.
Wanted: flower pickers, ten feet tall, to
work next July and August.

October Feasting Recipes
Canadian Thanksgiving, though named after
the American holiday, is celebrated around
the time of the Pagan/Christian harvest
festival, with all its emphasis on feasting.
Besides roast pigs, game and geese, the most
prominent ancient harvest foods were root
crops, apples and pears, bread, cheeses and a
quaint fruit called gourds, now commonly
referred to as squash.
Cleopatra’s Squash:
This recipe harks back to the days of
Cleopatra, the last Queen of Egypt and if you
ever have the urge to die for food, this is it. In
reality it is a sauce, suited to almost any
winter squash: acorn, Hubbard, buttercup,
pumpkin,etc.
Steam, roast or bake the squash as you
prefer for your dinner. Meanwhile, prepare
this sauce in a saucepan. (Prep time 10
minutes, Cook for 10 minutes)
¼ cup Olive oil
½ cup chicken or vegetable stock
A splash of white wine
1 Tbsp honey
1 cup cooking dates
1 Tbsp white or cider vinegar
Then add: Ground black pepper, cumin,

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028
Fax 250-383-2198

S tanding S eam
m etal R oo fing
ALSO

•INSTALLED •SERVICED
•MAINTAINED

WAHL MARINE LTD.

Ltd.

f oR W ateR
C olleCtion S yStemS

www.islandmarine.ca

Chris West
Dive Services
250-888-7199
250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net

CE VAESE
ANROOFING

N

Well drillers

Bookwiththebest!
Pick-Upfrom
SwartzBayFerry Terminal&
VictoriaAirport

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES
L

AUTOMOTIVE

specializing in…
pvc deck membranes &
aluminum railings for
sundecks, garage decks
and roofdecks.
call dave Woode
contracting:

250-537-2990 or
1-800-804-6288

servicing the gulf islands

CALL FOR ENTRY
33rd Annual Creative Craft Fairs:
Nov.12th to 14th, Victoria. One of
Victoria's Largest Fairs. Some
exhibitor space available. 250-658-0971
or
application
online
www.creativecraftfairs.com

WORSHIP
Are you Jewish, or interested in
Judaism? When in Victoria, consider
worshipping with us, a vibrant,
warm, and inviting congregation:
kolotmayim@shaw.ca
or
www.kolotmayimreformtemple.com.

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

ƐƵďƐƵƌĨĂĐĞůŽĐĂƟŶŐ͗

ͲǁĂƚĞƌ͕ŐĂƐ͕ƐĞǁĞƌ͕ƉŽǁĞƌ
ͲŵĞƚĂůůŝĐͬĐůĂǇͬƉǀĐƉŝƉĞƐ
ͲƐƚŽƌĂŐĞΘƐĞƉƟĐƚĂŶŬƐ
ͲǁĂƚĞƌƚĂďůĞΘďĞĚƌŽĐŬ

ŵĂƉƉŝŶŐ͗

• Heating
• Gas/Propane
• Plumbing
Sales & Service

ͲĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů
ͲĐƌŽǁŶůĂŶĚĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ
ͲƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞΘůĂŶĚĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ

ĞŶ<Ğƌƌ
ϮϱϬͲϴϱϴͲϴϱϵϯ
ďĞŶΛĨŽƵŶĚƌǇƐƉĂƟĂů͘ĐŽŵ

Ship to
Shore

reliable, dependable,
professional, over 20
years experience
serving all gulf islands

David V. Longridge

Tree
Services

Journeyman Plumber & Gasﬁtter

250-737-1320
250-710-9002

Island to Island Arborist
John Racine
topping • thinning • lot clearing
pruning • hazardous tree removal
30 years experience • insured

Greenhouses
for Farm
and Garden

250-668-2186

info@shiptoshore.ca

Steele Greenhouse
Components Inc.
Mayne Island

20+ years experience
Metal roofs & torch-on

‘Have boat will travel
anywhere on the westcoast!’

Excellent references.
BBB, Licensed, Insured,
WCB, Visa, M/C.

Tel: (250) 539-9941
www.steelgc.com

www.soarecontracting.com

FOR SALE
Seniors!
Cycles of all kinds,
custom designed
to fit your abilities
Talk to Louis Vallee

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599
- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

250-539-5317
—ARCycles—

• Water Wells
• Hydrofracturing
to improve Well yields

• drilling for geosource
1-800-746-7444
250-537-8456
www.drillwell.com
drill@drillwell.com
What is a property worth
without water?

HOUSESITTING
For short or long term. Pets or other
ok. Horticulture experience and
some carpentry. Seclusion ok.
References available. 250-419-3112

coriander, fresh or dried mint & ginger. This
is a sweet sauce so you can be fairly liberal
with the spices. Gently simmer the whole
mess together for at least ten minutes, stirring
from time to time. Then blend until smooth.
The result should be a rich, chocolaty
aromatic sauce. If it’s too sweet, add a dash of
vinegar. Too spicy, make it sweeter. Too thick,
add stock or wine. Too thin, more dates and
oil. Serve the squash on a silver platter and
pour the hot sauce over. Garnish with a drift
of toasted pine nuts. Goes great with chicken,
turkey or ham and it’s the nearest thing to
Nirvana because you can go back for seconds.
You can also use the sauce as a dip for
pumpkin chips.
Left-Over Squash Soup
In a deep pan fry some chopped onion in a
little Canola until transparent. Pile some cold
cooked squash onto it and add salt, pepper &
nutmeg to taste. Add a couple of tablespoons
of frozen orange concentrate or the equivalent
in fresh orange with some grated rind. Stir
well and add sufficient chicken stock to make
a good consistency. Bring to a boil and
simmer for five minutes stirring occasionally.
Serve hot with a drizzle of unsweetened
whipping cream or reduce the amount of
orange and grate in a quantity of ginger, then
blend well before serving. Top with whipping
cream and a sprinkling of fine chopped chives
or scallions. 0

Island Tides’ is delivered to 13,600 households, 3,900 yellow box pick-ups &
100 online readers daily

250-629-3660 www.islandtides.com

TRUST STORY from page 7

• local trust committees to comprise
the two locally-elected trustees plus one
member of the Executive Committee.
Trustees are pleased with the proposals
and Islands Trust Chair Nick Gilbert,
declares ‘the new Act returns all previous
powers and gives us some additional ones.
Salt Spring’s Driftwood newspaper
declares that the Islands Trust, ‘is now an
autonomous governmental body.’
The NDP Opposition expresses 100%
support for the Islands Trust and calls Bill
78 ‘the first real major reworking of the
organization of the Trust.’ While generally
supportive, it criticises 3 of the proposals:
• the provision of municipalities within
the Trust Area: ‘What you risk is…you
start to balkanize, break down by
incorporation into little municipalities.’ A
less risky alternative, the concept of a local
community commission is suggested.
WILDLIFE CULL from page 13

bacteria is ecological ignorance. We
urgently need ecological education for all
children in our schools. Our universities
should make it a requirement of entry. We
cannot act wisely or live in harmony with
Nature if we are ecologically ignorant.
For the bunnies and bambies, and to
protect our own need to grow more food,
we are going to need to accept an annual

• ministerial approval of OCPs, island
municipality bylaws that the trust refuses,
the Islands Trust annual budget and the
Trust Fund Plan—all considered
inconsistent with greater Trust autonomy.
• establishment of a Trust Fund ‘without
seeding with sufficient money or land.’
With very little debate, Bill 78 is
passed. The inaugural meeting of the new
Islands Trust is held on April 1, 1990. In
his opening remarks, Chair Nick Gilbert
notes that the occasion ‘marks the end of
an era of much frustration and hopefully
the agency has reached a new beginning.’
The Islands Trust enters the 1990s
with a much improved legislative
framework and organization structure
that essentially continues today. 0
The Islands Trust story is published in
booklet form, ask for it at yor local
bookstore.
cull, celebrating the lives of the deer with
an annual venison feast.
Then farmers like Brian Hughes will
also be able to grow the organic food we
need without fear of going bankrupt by
feeding his crops to the deer.
This article first apeared online in Guy
Dauncey’s online newsletter Earth Future
Econews at www.earthfuture.com. 0
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Youngsters race for the finish in the 1,200 metre run at Mayne Island Youth Fitness Sprorts Day on Mayne School grounds.

gives evidence of oilsands impacts
RAIN HARVESTING SYSTEMS Report
on Canada’s freshwater
TANKS & LIQUID HANDLING COMPONENTS

Complete Rainwater Handling
Component Packages

Simon Dyer, oilsands program director for the Pembina Institute, responded to today’s
release of the NDP minority report on the findings of the House of Commons Standing
Committee on Environment and Sustainable Development’s study of the impact of oilsands
development on Canada’s freshwater.
‘The Pembina Institute was very disappointed when the 18-month House of Commons
Standing Committee investigation into oilsands pollution of water was cancelled and draft
copies of the final report were destroyed. Today, we welcome findings, important to
Canadians, that have been salvaged and revealed in the NDP report.
‘It is very important elected representatives from all parties respond to the clear linkages
between rapidly expanding oilsands development and evidence of damage to the Athabasca
River.
‘Recent peer reviewed research by world-renowned water scientist, Dr David Schindler,
indicates that oilsands development is contributing to elevated levels of heavy metals and
other pollutants in the Athabasca River and Canadians deserve a full discussion on how
these impacts will be addressed—not a cover-up, Dyer concluded. 0

Betty Krawczyk appeal takes a chilling turn

NEW

Wholesale Distributors to Contractors & DIY’s for over 40 years

DEALER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE

Environmental activist Betty Krawczyk
could face more prison time for her efforts
to protect the old growth forests of British
Columbia, as her appeal of the 10-month
sentence (which she has already served)
takes place.
The Crown, opposing her appeal,
suggested that Krawczyk could be declared
a chronic offender and has compared her
multiple civil disobedience convictions to
cases concerning violent pedophiles, as
examples of repeat offenders with mental or
personality disorders who received life
sentences for the abhorrence of their crimes
and their danger to society.
Krawczyk was first sent to jail in 1993 at
the age of 65 for participating in a blockade
to prevent the logging of Clayoquot Sound,
an area that has since been designated a
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. Undaunted
by repeated arrests, Betty continued to work
to raise awareness on the need for forest
protection.
In 2001, Krawczyk ran for the British

Columbia Green Party as a candidate for the
riding of Vancouver-Kensington, finishing
third.
Now 82 and a grandmother of eight,
Krawczyk is appealing the sentence she
received after a 2006 protest against the
building of the Sea-to-Sky Highway through
Eagleridge Bluffs in West Vancouver for the
2010 Olympics.
Although she has already served the
sentence of 10 months, Krawczyk felt an
appeal of this sentence was warranted on
principle and that the legal system is being
used illegitimately to quash protests against
government policy.
Krawczyk addressed a rally outside the
Vancouver courthouse before appearing in
court on September 22. According to
friends, Krawczyk, acting on her own behalf,
made her points with dignity and passion,
and the judges seemed to show interest in
her arguments. At the end of the session, the
courtroom was left with the words,
‘Judgement reserved.’ 0

