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Ferry schedule shake-up sets off a tsunami of
opposition - Christa Grace-Warrick

Pairing Paradigm

Proposed schedules for the new combined routes have been
worked on in a whole new way. The driving motive for the
shake-up seems to be to see if a computer program can make
the vessels always sail full, as a cost-cutting measure.
(Ironically, Route Nº5 is actually currently a profitable route
for BC Ferries).
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Singing ‘the hills are alive’ on a family hike on Brown Ridge, Saturna Island.

alish Eagle and Salish Raven, two new intermediateclass ferries, are coming to the Southern Gulf Islands
to replace the larger 54-year-old Queen of Nanaimo
on Route Nº9 within two years. At a series of meetings in late
August, BC Ferries revealed that the switch has become more
profound and complicated than islanders could possibly
have imagined.
An idea has been evolving in BC Ferries’ scheduling
department to rethink not only Route Nº9 Tsawwassen-Gulf
Islands but also to combine the two Swartz Bay-Southern
Gulf Islands routes (Nº5 and Nº5A) with it.
The southern Gulf Islands system is the most complicated
in the entire BC Ferries service—combining all three routes
into a scheduling equation is a monumental task.
Currently, Route Nº9 Tsawassen-Gulf Islands links the
Mainland with Galiano, Mayne, Pender and Salt Spring. A
branch line (part of Route Nº5A) takes Route Nº9 transfer
passengers to Saturna down Navy Channel between Mayne
and Pender.
Routes Nº5 and Nº5A take Galiano, Mayne, Pender, and
Saturna Islanders to Swartz Bay, Vancouver Island.
Currently, vessels are ship-specific: Queen of Nanaimo
on Route Nº9 (extra weekend capacity to Salt Spring
provided by Bowen Queen in July and August). Queen of
Cumberland services Route Nº5 and Mayne Queen services
Route 5A. At the meetings, BC Ferries team made it clear
that specific vessels had not been assigned to legs of the
proposed combined schedule: ie the two routes are to be
integrated to an extraordinary extent.

HOME PAGE

The model is inspired by the Route Nº9 ‘pairing’
pattern—developed two decades ago for Fridays and
Sundays to give high capacity ‘lift-off’ for weekenders from
the Mainland. For example, instead of the usual 4-port trip,
on Friday night the Queen of Nanaimo squeezes in two trips
but serves only two islands on each run. When introduced,
the system broke down a number of inter-island
connections, but only for two half-days out of the week and
holiday Mondays.
The August meetings—to fulfill the required community
consultation requirement—presented an every day ‘pairing’
model for all three routes. Southern Islanders greeted it with
overwhelming opposition.
Extensive ‘pairing’ would result in the extinguishing of
the current decades-long, unique pattern of having two
intertwining eliptical routes; one homeporting in Swartz Bay
and the other on Salt Spring.
The ‘circle’ where they overlap provides an inter-island
service with transfers at various points—mainly at Village
Bay, Mayne Island with its two docks and many-laned
loading area. Two-island pairing breaks existing business
arrangements and services of all kinds, built-up over 50 years
to fit in with the ferry schedule.

Impacts

Over the last couple of weeks as islanders became aware of
the impact the proposed schedule would have on their lives—
alerted by their ferry committees—they swung into action;
taking over the meetings and changing storyboard-and-chat
presentations to more formal meetings where islanders
could listen to each other and BC Ferries representatives
could listen to them. Bigger halls were booked and all-time
record turn-outs took place. On Saturna (pop. 350), the
island most heavily impacted by the pairing scheme, 260
people crowded the Rec Centre. On Pender, over 500 people
sat and stood inside and outside the school gym, with the

BC FERRIES, please turn to page 8
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Port of Vancouver anchorages
within
the NMCA - Patrick Brown
he boundaries of the feasibility study for the Proposed

Southern Strait of Georgia National Marine Conservation
Area Reserve—as announced by Parks Canada in October
2011—extend from the southern tip of Gabriola Island to Saanich
Inlet and to Cordova Bay, just north of Victoria. It’s about 1,400
square kilometres.
However, with an increasing number of deep-sea ships calling at
Vancouver Harbour, the port authority is running into a shortage of
anchorages. The latest Pacific Pilotage Authority proposal is for five
new anchorages for coal ships along the northeast coast of Gabriola
Island, which is outside of the NMCA (see also Round the Islands, page
6). The new anchorages apparently fall under the Port of Nanaimo,
which already has designated six anchorages east of Newcastle Island,
Protection Island, and in Northumberland Channel.

NMCA off the Radar?

Within the proposed NMCA, there are currently nine anchorages in
Houstoun Passage and Trincomali Channel, six in Cowichan Bay
and Satellite Channel, and five in Plumper Sound. These are
administered by Port Metro Vancouver, as a port parking lot, as well
as the harbour at Ladysmith (six anchorages), which is not included
in the NMCA proposal. (Chemainus, Crofton, Maple Bay, and
Ganges Harbours are also excluded from the NMCA proposal, but
have no designated anchorages.)
In its 2011 Annual Report, the Chamber of Shipping of BC declared
its opposition to the NMCA proposal: ‘any attempt to establish marine
parks or conservation areas that would prevent vessels from anchoring
in these areas should be challenged vigorously.’ In its 2014 report, the
chamber provided a progress report: the proposed conservation area,
they wrote, ‘fell off the radar, with Parks Canada seemingly bowing to
strong opposition from local and marine industry stakeholders.’
As there already are twenty deep-sea ship anchorages within the
area of the NMCA proposal, the industry position, that anchorages
are incompatible with, and must take precedence over, marine
conservation, seems to be not completely true.

Anchorages on the Radar?

The Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society doesn’t think so.
ANCHORAGES, please turn to page 2
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Sunset from the dock at Vesuvius, Salt Spring Island.
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Give Peace a Chance

or what remains of my MP columns in
Island Tides during this federal election
period, I would like to explore issues
that appear to be missing in action.
The list is long, but the question of the
increased militarization of Canadian foreign
policy under Stephen Harper needs to be
debated. We have engaged in military actions
in Afghanistan (although that engagement
began under the Chretien administration), in
Libya, Iraq and now Syria. We have also sent
troops to train Ukrainian forces.
Yet we have abandoned taking care of our
returning veterans. We have been witness to
returning soldiers continuing to die from
injuries of heart, mind and spirit, when
returning home has left them vulnerable to
suicide. Never before have veterans mobilized
against a government due to their callous
disregard for the welfare of the veterans.
It has been a recurring theme in this
campaign. I was honoured to be joined by Capt
Trevor Greene at the release of The Greens
platform for veterans in Nanaimo. His courage
in Afghanistan and his recovery from a
devastating attack by an ax-wielding assailant
may make him one of the most iconic of
Canadian veterans. His statement to the media
was an indictment of Stephen Harper’s fearbased policies and sabre-rattling.
Greene expressed through the power of his
soft-spoken, measured and laboured speech
patterns, the legacy of his extensive injuries,
how Harper has made Canada irrelevant in the
world. The decline in our role as peacekeepers
was a target for Capt Greene’s eloquent
condemnation. How we lost our seat on the
Security Council and how we have rejected
nine UN requests for Canada to support UN
peace-keeping since Harper became PM. He
shared that when he entered military service
he had hoped to wear the Blue Beret of a UN
peacekeeper. Instead he watched as Canada’s
contribution to a force for peace dwindled to

nearly nothing. He recalled that former Prime
Minister Lester B Pearson won the Nobel
Peace Prize for resolving the Suez crisis and
inventing the UN Peacekeeping role, even
before he became prime minister.
I grew up in the peace movement—as did
the Green Party. One of our core values is the
support for a culture of peace and nonviolence. We will oppose any military action
that violates international law. I cannot
imagine sending Canadian forces into a war
zone without a United Nations mandate.
The other day I was with Green candidate
for Cowichan-Malahat-Langford, Fran HuntJinnouchi. I think she may have put our view
better than anyone. She told of her surprise in
being verbally attacked for not supporting our
military. She was shocked. Her daughter is in
the Navy, other family members are in the
military. She responded, ‘We’re not antimilitary. We’re anti-war.’
We are against war. We believe that peace
takes work. We know we must re-engage on
the work to achieve nuclear disarmament. We
believe that the conflict zones of the world
require long-term support, not band-aid fixes.
We oppose the cruel and random violence of
terrorists. But as former Canadian
Ambassador to the UN Paul Heinbecker once
remarked, ‘You cannot wage war against a
noun. You cannot declare war on terrorism.’
We must stay firmly grounded in
international law. We must never confuse police
action against criminals with the declaration of
war. The ‘nation at war’ rhetoric of Stephen
Harper is misleading, false and cynically
motivated. Fearing too great a deviation from
Harper’s miltarism, other political parties shy
away from talking about peace and international
law.
Governance should be different from the spin
of electioneering. It’s been a while since we’ve
honoured that difference in Canada. 0
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Dutch Citizens Sue for Climate
Neglect - Ray Grigg
If record high temperatures, droughts, forest
fires, drying rivers and other strange
environmental events are making you nervous,
and if you believe your government isn’t doing
enough to address climate change, then sue.
This is what 886 Dutch citizens did. And they
won. Similar cases are now being prepared in
Belgium, Norway and the Philippines.
In an unprecedented decision from a court
in Den Haag on June 23, a panel of judges
ruled that the current action on climate change
by the government of the Netherlands is
insufficient to reasonably protect its citizens,
and ordered an increase in its greenhouse gas
reductions.
The group of victorious litigants, acting as
a sustainability foundation called Urgenda,
was composed of teachers, children,
grandparents, entrepreneurs, celebrities,
professors and even other judges. It was able
to convince the court that by failing to
introduce adequate mitigation measures—
despite international agreements—the
government was violating existing laws
pertaining to human rights, environmental
protection and tort.
Tort law, from the Latin word torquere,
meaning ‘twisted or wrong’, is described as the
universal duty to refrain from doing harm. It
is ‘a body of rights, obligations and remedies’
applied by courts through civil proceedings as
‘relief for persons who have suffered harm
from the wrongful acts of others.’
To be successful, a tort action must prove a
legal duty to act, a negligence to act, and a
consequent damage. The lawyers for the 886
plaintiffs were able to argue that their clients
suffered injury or loss when their
government’s duty and responsibility to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions was sufficiently
negligent.

ANCHORAGES from page 1

CPAWS-BC leads the Southern Strait of Georgia Marine
Conservation Network. Its objective is to raise public awareness
and support for the NMCA.
In fact it says the boundary should be increased to include a
large chunk that had been removed along the northeast edge
of the proposed boundary—Parks Canada says the removal was
to ensure that the NMCA wasn’t too big.
CPAWS also wants to extend protection up to the high tide
line, and to include a core network of ‘no-take’ areas.
Parks Canada suggests that the NMCA should be phased in;
CPAWS says no; establish it ‘in one go’.
Parks Canada’s last published update on the NMCA project
is dated Spring 2012. It says that commercial shipping

In their ruling, the judges of the court found
that, ‘The state should not hide behind the
argument that the solution to the global climate
problem does not depend solely on Dutch
efforts. Any reduction of emissions contributes
to the prevention of dangerous climate change
and as a developed country the Netherlands
should take the lead in this.’ As a penalty, the
judges ruled that the government must reach its
targeted GHG reductions of 40% below 1990
levels by 2020 instead of 2030, a 25% reduction
in the next 5 years if the Netherlands is to make
its appropriate contribution to keeping the global
temperature rise under 2°C.
The precedent set by court in Den Haag
could have international implications,
particularly in Canada where its federal
government has been negligent in initiating
GHG reductions, and in British Columbia
where planned LNG development will make
any provincial emission targets unreachable.
Significantly, the tort ruling explicitly
denies a government the option of transferring
responsibility elsewhere.
As bizarre weather—now irrefutably linked
to climate change—causes injury or loss to
many Canadians through unusual events
ranging from floods and fires to storms and
droughts, a tort case could be supported by the
contention that this country’s governments are
legally culpable through their failure to
undertake preventable measures in a timely
and appropriate manner, and that such
negligence implicates them in the doing of
demonstrable harm.
The Dutch lawsuit sends a loud signal that
people have legal recourse to protect
themselves and they don’t have to be the
victims of wanton negligence, even if this
negligence is by their own governments. 0

continues in the NMCA; commercial and recreational fishing,
marine transportation, utility corridors, and a range of
recreational and tourism activities are also permitted.
Traditional First Nations food, harvesting, and ceremonial
activities continue. The emphasis is on conservation-oriented
management practices.
But oil and gas exploration and development, and mining,
are not allowed. And, mysteriously, ‘ocean dumping is allowed
only under certain conditions’.
So the fate of the NMCA is something of a mystery. Has
Parks Canada let it slip ‘off the radar’? And is that because the
shipping anchorages—Port Metro Vancouver’s parking lot—
are on the radar? 0

Malahat First Nation announces proposed LNG facility
on Saanich Inlet - Natalie Dunsmuir
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he Malahat First Nation has announced a partnership sensitive species’ and that its ‘sensitive coastal ecology makes it
with Steelhead LNG Corporation in the developement susceptible to human influence’. The area around Mill Bay was
of Malahat LNG, a liquified natural gas facility which studied and found to be home to eelgrass beds and soft bottom
would be located on the Saanich Inlet. The First Nation, a 319- invertebrates. Furthermore, the rocky shores south of Mill Bay
member band, has developed a Mutual Benefits Agreement and were concluded to have high levels of biodiversity.
Long-Term Lease with Steelhead, and will receive expertise and
The 1996 study concluded that the Saanich Inlet ‘is a highly
finanicial benefits from the corporation.
valued place’ which is already suffering degradation because of
The facility would be located on the waterfront of recently human influence.
purchased Malahat Nation-owned land. The area, known
Malahat First Nation
formerly as Bamberton, is roughly 8km south of Mill Bay and The Malahat First Nation developed a Comprehensive
is part of the 525 hectares which the Malahat
Community Plan (CCP) in 2013, which acts as a guide for
Nation recently purchased. The land is
their government to follow. The plan is designed to
‘A major factor
currently being used to quarry rock. From
help create a future for the nation which
1912 to 1980 it was a cement
for establishing the
‘incorporates social, economic, political, and
manufacturing facility.
Malahat LNG project, and
cultural
stability’.
A
Comprehensive
The proposed LNG plant will have
Development
Plan
(CDP)
was
created as part
other LNG facilities on Vancouver
a capacity of 6 million tonnes per
of
the
CCP,
and
dictates
how
the
Nation should
Island, is the construction of a
annum (mtpa) and would include
best
use
its
land
in
order
to
create
economic
pipeline to the island. Steelhead
floating liquefaction facilities which
opportunites and ‘protect it for the future’.
LNG is currently considering
would be moored to the shoreline, as
The CDP ‘reflects our people’s needs and
various route options for
well as minor on-land supporting
their vision of how we want to develop our
infastructure. Steelhead LNG is claiming
such a pipeline. ’
Nation,’ said Acting Chief Tommy Harry. ‘We
an economic benefit of up to 30-years of
recognized that to achieve that vision, we needed to
revenue generated by construction of the facility,
look beyond our Nation to develop new business
and up to 200 high-paying, long-term jobs once the facility is relationships and economic opportunities.’
operational.
The Malahat Nation is currently going through some change
LNG Pipeline to Vancouver Island
after its Chief David Michael Harry resigned recently. His uncle
Floating LNG facilities are a new innovation. There are currently took over as acting chief, but has called a general election for
several under construction worldwide, but none have yet November 2. David Harry resigned after allegations were made
reached operation. The vast majority of projects under by the Shawnigan Residents’ Association that he accepted a
construction are located in open waters, rather than calmer consulting fee from the operators of the nearby Shawnigan Lake
waters such as the Saanich Inlet. The floating facility in the inlet contaminated-soil dump. The claims have not been proved in
would be moored to jetties.
court.
A major factor for establishing the Malahat LNG project, and
What Happens Next
other LNG facilities on Vancouver Island, is the construction of The proposed Malahat LNG facility still needs to undergo
a pipeline to the island. Steelhead LNG is currently considering assessments of its regulatory, environmental and technical
various route options for such a pipeline.
feasibility, and will also take part in public consultations with

Saanich Inlet ‘Highly Valued’

In a 1996 study undertaken by the BC Ministry of Environment,
the Saanich Inlet was found to be ‘an important and sensitive
ecosystem—physically, ecologically and culturally.’ The study
also concluded that the inlet ‘has a number of special and

the Malahat Nation, other affected First Nations, local
stakeholders, and residents. Steelhead LNG has announced that
the Malahat LNG project will be in addition to its proposed LNG
facility at Sarita Bay, not instead of it. 0

Electoral Reform Could Reshape
Political Landscape - Frants Attorp

o you think income splitting, daycare and tax credits are
this year’s big election issues? Think again, as there could
be a political earthquake in the offing that will shake up
national politics as never before.
Since Confederation, Canadians have elected governments
using first-past-the-post (FPTP), an electoral system handed
down to the colonies by British imperialists. But that could soon
change, depending on the outcome of the October 19 election.
While FPTP has delivered many majority governments over
the past century and a half, nearly all of those ‘majorities’ were
actually the result of one party winning less than 50% of the
popular vote. The current federal government is a good example,
with the Conservatives hold the majority of seats in Parliament
after winning only 39% of all votes cast.
FPTP regularly translates a minority of votes into a majority
of seats, and many people regard that as grossly undemocratic.
Numerous alternatives to FPTP exist, but perhaps the most
discussed is proportional representation (PR) which is currently
used, in some form, by most European nations. PR ensures a
close match between the number of votes cast for any given
party and the number of seats that party receives in Parliament.
Because it is very unusual for any single party to win more
than 50% of the vote, governments elected under PR are usually
coalition governments consisting of two or more parties.
Indeed, majority coalitions are the norm rather than the
exception with PR.
One person who is a strong proponent of electoral reform
and who has written numerous books and papers about the
subject is Dennis Pilon, a professor of political science at York
University. In addition to other roles, he is currently a member
of the National Advisory Board of Fair Vote Canada, a citizens’
group focused on gaining more proportional methods of voting
for Canadian elections.

I interviewed Professor Pilon in August.

Is electoral reform the big sleeper issue in this
election?
Definitely. Most people have no idea what our election rules
are. But for people who do care about such things, they do have
something to grab hold of here. For others, the problems of
accountability they associate with the Harper Conservatives all
come back to their weak electoral base—roughly, only just over
a third of Canadians support them. Electoral reform is key to
bringing their legislative power down to the level of the real
popular support they enjoy.

Both the NDP and Liberals are promising electoral
reform. What is the difference between their
proposals?
The NDP and Liberals are offering very different things. The
Liberals are saying they will study the issue and they might
consider something like Australia’s Alternative Vote, a system
that produces majorities for single candidates in a riding. They
have said they will look at PR, but frankly they don’t seem
enthused about it, other than Stéphane Dion. The NDP, on the
other hand, are offering the strongest commitment to electoral
reform this country has every seen. They claim they will simply
introduce a proportional voting system, if elected to
government. This is a major breakthrough for electoral reform
in this country, one that could fundamentally alter the way
politics is done at the national level.
What are the potential implications of electoral
reform for each of the four national parties?
For the Tories, electoral reform would prevent them from
ramming through unpopular legislation with their inflated
majority governments. On the plus side, it would allow them to
elect Conservatives from our downtown city centres,
contributing to a broader and more inclusive conservatism.
ELECTORAL REFORM, please turn to page 11
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No Debate

Readers’ Letters

Dear Editor:
I have long been puzzled by Steven Harper’s reluctance to
participate in debates with other party leaders, especially
those broadcasted to the entire country.
Speech writers, pamphlet writers, and producers of attack
ads are no substitutes for politicians revealing and defending
their plans in open debate.
But I now understand Stephen Harper’s stance thanks to
Glen McPherson, the campaign manager for Mark
MacDonald, Conservative candidate for NanaimoLadysmith. This was the Conservative response when Mark
was asked if he would attend the All Candidates Meeting
being held by the Gabriola Island Ratepayers Association:
‘At this time we will decline all invitations of debates,
positions and questionnaires during the election campaign.
Mark MacDonald, candidate, and the campaign team are
focused on the issues of the Campaign, which will be
highlighted in our printed materials.
‘When Mark becomes an elected official you are more than
welcome to contact his office, to discuss a variety of issues.
Please know your issue is not being singled out, rather no
response will be given any group, party or individual on any
of the issues raised by them.’
In the Conservative scheme of things, apparently the
voting public not only doesn’t need to know how Stephen
Harper and his fellow candidates would fare in the
unprotected spotlight of public debates, but we have to vote
them into office to earn the right to ask them any questions.
I don’t know what to call this policy, but it’s certainly not
democratic.
Edwin Turner, Nanaimo

Elevators on BC Ferries

Dear Editor:
The Queen of Cowichan (Horseshoe Bay-Departure Bay) was
without both passenger elevators operating for at least two
months beginning in April and seniors had a struggle to get to the
main deck. This posed a serious health risk to many seniors, yet
BC Ferries continued sailing the Cowichan and collecting fares.
My wife has difficulties with stairs, yet had to climb three sets
of stairs to go to the washroom. I had to assist a couple of elderly
folks to the passenger deck on one occasion and I am 83. A few
days ago on a recent trip, I phoned ahead to ask if both elevators
were operating and was assured that they were. In spite of being
very close to the beginning of the line-up, we and other auto
drivers were loaded on the truck deck. There was only one
elevator operating and a deckhand told me it has been this way
for weeks. We were on the port side of the ferry and the elevator
was on the starboard side. Many trucks park so close to each other
that it is impossible to get across the deck without going to the
end of the ship to get around the trucks.
On this last trip a deckhand said he was surprised that the
one elevator was still working.
Something is terribly wrong at the top when they have
such a low regard for the wellbeing of their passengers.
Dudley Booth, Port Moody

Dairy Industry Could be Victim of TPP

Dear Editor:
The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) trade deal the Harper
government seems so intent on signing will subject us to even
more restrictions than the North American (NAFTA) deal the
Mulroney Conservatives foisted on us. The Nestlé water ripoff
is only one of many disadvantages of that one.
We may lose our dairy protections with the TPP. Americans
have allowed their dairy industry to use Bovine Growth
Hormones which contribute to the obesity plague stalking the
US. Their larger diabetes, heart disease and other health and
economic problems are evident in the statistics.
The Canadian dairy industry produces healthy products. If
they have to compete with the US industry, BGHs will be
imported to Canada. The TPP trade pact will allow the US
industry to sue for compensation if we act to protect the health
of our industry and our people.
Ask our candidates where they stand on the TPP.
Jim Erkiletian, Nanaimo

Wireless Technology

A longer version of the following letter was sent to the Port
Alberni Mayor and Council:
Dear Editor:
For the sake of our own children and grandchildren—please
note the truth:
1. No major insurance company will insure any wireless or
cell phone or electric utility company against lawsuits alleging
harmful health effects attributed to their wireless radio devices
(eg, baby monitors, smart meters, cell phones, cell phone
towers, cordless phones, wi-fi routers, laptop and tablet
computers etc.).
2. In June, 2015, fifty of Canada’s top scientists came out and
openly criticized Health Canada and its globally-reviled Safety
Code 6 (which establishes the so-called ‘safe’ radiation Exposure
Limits) which, because its limits are so egregiously high, enables
all of today’s wireless devices to say that they are: ‘in compliance
with Safety Code 6,’ implying that they therefore must be safe—
when non-industry scientists know they are not. Canada’s top
scientists called on Health Canada ‘to intervene, to avoid a
looming health crisis’.

3. In May, 2015, more than 200 of the world’s top scientists
from 40 countries issued the ‘International EMF Scientists
appeal’ addressed to the Secretary General of the UN, to all UNmember countries and to the Director General of the UN
appealing to them all to: ‘protect humans and wildlife from the
dangers of EMFs and wireless technology, and to make EMF
standards more protective’.
Jerry Flynn, Bowser

Farewell to Pender

Dear Editor:
We write to you today on behalf of our parents, Ben and Pim
Manning who made North Pender their home for many years.
Ben passed away on December 3, 2010, and Pim has lived
at Saanich Peninsula Hospital ever since. Their home in Magic
Lakes has sold and the new owners from Vancouver will be
taking over soon.
We want to thank all of the many organizations and people
who made living on Pender such a wonderful time for our
parents; from the two churches they attended, to the doctors
and staff at the clinic, to the activities that kept them happy and
enjoying themselves—birthday club lunches, the Chinese meals
our father put on, the tennis courts and park he was
instrumental in constructing at Magic Lakes, the close to 16
generations of deer Dad raised under the front porch, and the
Power Squadron Society which Mom taught and motivated to
bring more to the Penders. The Nu-to-You and library which
Dad helped maintain, the Saturday Market where Mom sold
her famous jams and jellies (held then at the Driftwood Centre)
and all the B&Bs who bought her products. The Arts Community
from painting to crafting fine cards, from dried flowers and plants.
Neighbours Art and Carmen Hazel, now in Kelowna, and the
Jones family, and Birds down the road. Numerous RCMP, also
neighbours, who rescued them on multiple occasions. Sean and
the old owner of the Port Browning pub; the pharmacist who was
such an integral part of their health team at the end; the homecare
nurses and fire, ambulance and water taxi officers who kept Dad
alive for much longer than he was entitled to; and last but not
least the BC Ferries workers who put up with our Dad. We all
remember what wonderful people they both were and are still.
Thanks Penders, we will miss you. Now is a new journey for
Mom and we shall try and keep her memories alive with
pictures and stories of the fine times you all gave them.
The Manning and Hall families

Saturna Notes - BC Ferries Schedules

I felt so very moved by Priscilla’s recent article in the August 20
Island Tides ‘Saturna Notes: BC Ferries Schedule Changes’—
especially regarding how we all have to support each other as
Gulf Islanders. We may be separate islands, but we are ‘one’. If
this new scheduling is indeed to take place, we all will be
affected—Priscilla’s article brought this to attention for me, and
I’m sure for others—how we all share in one way or another our
businesses, schools, and all the things mentioned in the article.
Priscilla’s articles in the Island Tides are always of interest
to me—I look forward to reading them. They portray just how
much Saturna is one big community.
My husband and I enjoy living here on Mayne Island, and
this island too is a wonderful community.
Audrey Footz, Mayne Island

Withdrawal from the NEB TransMountain Hearings

Ed’s Note: The following is a letter of comment/withdrawal to
the National Energy Board which was submitted online.
Sharon’s letter also caught the attention of a student at the
University of Norway, Leah Hayward, whose Master’s thesis
study is on citizen engagement in reference to the TransMountain Pipeline Project. Leah has since visited the Gulf
Islands to interview Sharon and other islanders engaged in
the NEB process.

I hereby withdraw as a commenter from the National Energy
Board hearing on the Trans Mountain Expansion Project
(TMEP).
For the record, I am an ordinary BC citizen, a senior living
on Gabriola Island, where I spend much of my time birding and
writing about nature. Because I care deeply about what happens
along this coast, I’ve paid close attention to the energy projects
planned and proposed for BC, and took the opportunity last year
to make a submission to the Joint Review Panel on the
Northern Gateway Pipeline (NGP) Project. As you know, 1159
of the 1161 citizens who made submissions to the National
Energy Board (NEB) on that project were opposed, as were
58.4% of people who voted in Kitimat on April 12, 2014. On
December 19, 2013 when the NEB recommended approval of
Northern Gateway, I was stunned.
Clearly, the hearing process was not what I had thought—a
fair and democratic process intended to garner information
from citizens and scientists in order to make a fully-informed
decision in the best interests of all Canadians. Something else
was at play. Then, of course, Prime Minister Harper approved
the project on June 17, 2014. By then, I was beyond surprise.
Sadly, over the past few years I’ve become disenchanted with
this country where I was born and where I’ve lived for all sixty-five
of my years. My disenchantment stems largely from the way our
federal government and the National Energy Board (who are
clearly on the same page) are doing business. It appears that all
that matters is making sure the rich get richer as quickly as
LETTERS, please turn to next page
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Waiting for the whales. Parks interpreter Athena George talks to eager visitors and residents at East Point, Saturna Island.

Islands Trust opposes Trans Mountain Expansion - Patrick Brown
An August 18 Letter of Comment (14 pages) from the Islands
Trust to the National Energy Board sets out the Trust’s clear
opposition to the Trans Mountain Expansion Project. It
concentrates on Issue 5 on the Board’s list of issues: ‘The
potential environmental and socio-economic effects of marine
shipping activities that would result from the proposed Project,
including the potential effects of accidents or malfunctions that
may occur.’
What follows are a series of quotations from the Letter.

Potential for a Large Spill

‘A large oil or diluted bitumen spill resulting from the Project
or an oil tanker collision or malfunction could have devastating
impacts on the abundant biodiversity of the Salish Sea and
could significantly affect species already at risk, as well as harm
the livability and economic well-being of island communities.’
‘The federal government’s Tanker Safety Expert Panel’s 2013
report stated that the waters around the southern tip of
Vancouver Island were one of four areas in Canada with the
highest probability of a large spill. The report also stated that
the southern coast of British Columbia, including Vancouver
Island, was one of two areas in Canada with the highest
potential impact from a spill.’
‘In June 2012, five Trust Council members attended a
Western Canada Marine Response Corporation 2-day, 10,000
tonne oil spill exercise in which the oil spill simulation software
indicated that more than 30 kilometres of Islands Trust Area
shoreline would be oiled within 24 hours.’
‘Once oil is stranded on shores, we expect lower than average
recovery rates because the Salish Sea’s sheltered waters are not
as effective at naturally washing and flushing shorelines
compared with more exposed ocean environments.’
‘Our Position: we oppose tanker traffic expansion (shortterm) and support phase out (longterm)’.
‘We remain concerned at the lack of sufficient study into the
fate and behaviour of diluted bitumen with condensate (dilbit),
synthetic bitumen (syncrude), diluted bitumen with syncrude
(synbit) and heavy conventional crude oils diluted with syncrude
(dilsynbit) in the complex conditions present in the Salish Sea.’
‘Diluted bitumen, when spilled, undergoes a rapid increase
in viscosity (stickiness) that can make it very difficult to recover
with some skimmer and pump systems. The characteristics of
the oil may change so rapidly that by 15 hours after the spill

LETTERS from previous page

possible—regardless of the impact on the climate, regardless of
the potentially devastating environmental and economic effects
of an oil spill along the beloved coast where I live, regardless of
what First Nations communities want for their land, regardless of
the fact that the majority of British Columbians have said, loudly
and clearly, that they do not want more tankers plying the waters
of the Salish Sea nor pipelines running through their province.
When I was nineteen I spent four months travelling in
Europe, as many university students did at that time. I
remember how good it felt to be a Canadian, to proudly display
my flag on my backpack. I remember how warmly I was
welcomed by Europeans, who all seemed to love Canada. Today
I would hide that flag.
With the NEB’s decision to recommend approval of the
Northern Gateway Pipeline Project, I lost complete faith in the
public hearing process. Since then, I’ve been thinking hard
about whether or not to participate in the TMEP hearing as a
commenter, especially since the hearing process has become
even more restrictive than during the NGP hearings and since
it has become clear that the National Energy Board is now, truly,
as Marc Eliesen stated in his public letter of withdrawal, ‘a
captured regulator’.
For the record, here are my specific objections:
1. The ten-page application to participate seems designed to
reduce the number of participants, an outcome facilitated by
Prime Minister Harper on June 29, 2012, when his government

occurs, it cannot be recovered with conventional weir
skimmers. After just two days, the oil may be so viscous that it
cannot be recovered even by specially designed viscous oil
skimming and pumping systems.’

Socio-Economic Effects

‘We are deeply concerned about the potential severe, long-term,
negative socio-economic effects that the expansion could have
on our island communities. Islanders’ health, businesses,
property values, and enjoyment of the natural world all depend
on a healthy environment.’
‘We are concerned about the lack of information available
about the human health risks that could result from potentially
toxic and/or flammable VOCs into the atmosphere in the first
hours after a spill of diluted bitumen into the marine
environment.’
‘We are also concerned about the lack of information
available to islanders about roles and responsibilities, and the
lack of support and training for existing volunteer emergency
responders, typically volunteer firefighters, who may be
expected to play a role in an oil spill response...’
‘Finally, we are concerned about the risks the Project poses
to the wildlife and ecosystems that we are entrusted to preserve
and protect in cooperation with others. Endangered Southern
Resident Killer Whales are iconic in this region... From our
perspective, nestled as we are in the Salish Sea, and given the
natural values at risk, it is difficult to conceive how this Project
could possibly be in the public interest.’
‘We respectfully request that you recommend that the
Governor in Council reject the proposed Trans Mountain
Pipeline Expansion Project.
‘Before you make a final decision to recommend approval
or rejection of the Project, I personally invite you to visit one or
more of our islands at a lowtide event. The citizens of British
Columbia recognized the world-class natural values and
amenities of this area by creating special legislation (Islands
Trust Act) to protect it, and we’d like you to know the Salish Sea
before your work is done. We will welcome you warmly and
share our love of the shorelines, marine life and island
communities the Trans Mountain Pipeline Expansion Project
would jeopardize.
‘I look forward to hearing from you.
Sincerely, Peter Luckham, Chair, Islands Trust Council.’ 0
gutted so many environmental regulations through Bill C-38.
Clearly, the NEB’s priority is to speed the hearing process up
rather than take the time to make a fully-informed and just
decision for all Canadian citizens.
2. Comments are limited to twelve issues, and the effect of
the TMEP on climate change is not one of those issues. Yet that
is one the issues that concerns me the most. I have young
grandchildren whose future is—if things continue as they are—
in jeopardy.
3. The Oral Cross-examination phase of the process for
intervenors has been scrapped, further invalidating the whole
process.
4. The NEB ruled that Kinder Morgan did not have to
answer many of the questions the BC government put to the
company.
5. Recently the NEB allowed Kinder Morgan to survey in a
conservation area on Burnaby Mountain in spite of the Burnaby
city by-laws that prohibit same, and against the expressed
wishes of Mayor Derek Corrigan and the citizens of Burnaby.
It’s just too much. I can’t be part of it. Participating as a
commenter when I am absolutely certain my comments will be
ignored, as have the comments and pleas of thousands of
others, is not only futile but is, in a sense, giving validation to a
process I now realize is an utter waste of time. Whereas I was
once concerned about being ‘on the NEB public record’, I now
prefer to make my own public record, which is why I will send
this letter to various print and social media.
Sharon McInnes, Gabriola Island
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Gabriola Anchorage Plan to Wait Until 2016

The proposal to put in place several anchorages for Cape-sized
vessels off of the shore of Gabriola Island has been postponed
until 2016 in order to allow time for adequate public
consultation to take place. The CEO of the Pacific Pilotage
Athority has announced that he will send the briefing
documents for the project out to the public for consultation, and
that they will have 90 days to evaluate the information before
public meetings will take place.
Meanwhile, a flotilla of boats took to the water on August 9
to demonstrate their opposition to the proposed anchorages.
Nearly 70 boats of all types took part, with 300 people watching
from the shore. A pod of orca whales also showed up at the
protest, with timing that organizers are calling ‘brilliant’.

New Yellow Box On Island Tides Route

One more of Island Tides’ yellow boxes is sparkling on the
Island Highway. This one is close to Chemainus, just off Henry
Road. It’s outside the Haida Way Family Restaurant. Haida
Way is a large, friendly establishment with comfy booths and a
huge menu of Canadian, Indian and Chinese dishes—owner
Paul Wong recommends the Chicken Curry. Next door to the
Antiques Barn, it’s well worth a stop on your next trip up-Island

Sándor Csepregi swims around the Penders shadowed by a following kayak.

Photo: Lillian Liseth

public free of charge until the October 19 election and can be
listened to on Youtube or at www.chilliwack.bandcamp.com.

Pender Island Swimmer Attempts
Circumnavigation of the Penders

Pender Island resident and long-distance swimmer Sándor
Csepregi attempted a circumnavigation of north and south
Pender Islands on August 17, in a memorial swim for his
grandfather George Gate.
Sándor is well known throughout the island communities
for his incredible swimming abilities and has previously made
other long-distance ocean swims, one from Gabriola Island. The
trip around Pender measured roughly 35km—the same distace
as a crossing of the English Channel.
Sándor’s journey began at Otter Bay and went well until he
reached the powerful currents around Tilly Point, where he was
pushed towards Stuart Island. After hours of swimming against
current, Sándor managed to swim back towards the point and
resume his course. The sun was already sinking by that point and
Sándor was forced to leave the water shortly after. He is confident,
however, that he swam as far—or perhaps farther—than 35km,
due to the detours the current forced him to make. He has
announced that he will retry the swim again next year, and is
considering a crossing of the Georgia Strait as his next venture.
Sándor’s grandfather George Gate was a champion
swimmer and swim coach whose name appears in Canada’s
Sports Hall of Fame, the BC Sports Hall of Fame, the Canadian
Aquatic Hall of Fame and the International Swimming Hall of
Fame. He is also the recipient of an Order of Canada and has
been called ‘the greatest swimming coach in Canadian history’.
Read about him: www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca.

Mayne Island Summer Events - James Evans

and very easily accessible from Crofton’s ferry terminal. For
more of our Vancouver Island pick-up spots, look at the
directory on page 11.

Chilliwack’s New Song ‘Take Back This Land’

Well-known Canadian band Chilliwack has released a single
called ‘Take Back this Land’ as a ‘non-partisan encouragement
to participate in the 2015 federal election’. The song, which was
written by band founder Bill Henderson and his wife May, has
been performed at concerts across western Canada this
summer, including a performance at the Salt Spring Island
Garlic and Music Festival.
Take Back this Land encourages people to ‘bring back the
heart and soul of Canada’. ‘We know where we’re going; we
know what to do; we will stand together; because our love is
strong; it’s gonna carry us on’.
Take Back this Land will be streamable and available to the
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Mayne Lions Club members have been busy this summer. I can
report, with as much confidence as I ever feel, that
arrangements for the annual Mayne Island Lions Salmon
Barbecue on September 6 are in place. The salmon have been
purchased, thanks to Jerry Betker. All the tickets for the 222
draw have been sold, and thanks are due to the Mayne Island
Volunteer Firefighters Association for help in selling them. The
David Ens trio has been booked to perform on the Peter Archer
stage. They have played for the Lions once before, at this year’s
‘Summerfest’ in June and we are glad to welcome them back.
The bingo tent is ready to welcome barbecue visitors.
It was in use for a fun bingo on August 15 at Mayne Island’s
Fall Fair. This year, the fair spilled outside the Fair Grounds on
to Dixon Rd and down Minty Drive, which made for more room
on the fairgrounds itself. The Lions hamburger and hotdog
stand was in one corner. Business was exceedingly brisk.
Richard Jarco was in charge of the hamburger and hot dog
assembly line, and he kept his crew moving along. Our food

News in Brief
Vancouver Residents Play Dead to Highlight
Risks of a Kinder Morgan Oil Spill

Under the direction of the Sierra Club of BC, residents of
Vancouver took part in a ‘die-in’ along the seawall at English
Bay. Demonstrators ‘dropped dead’, while others in hazmat
suits bent over those on the ground and Sierra Club campaigner
Larrisa Stendie told passersby of the toxic airborn chemicals
that would result from any nearby oil spills. ‘The proposed
Trans Mountain pipeline poses a drastic threat to our health
and safety,’ said Stendie. ‘Within the first hour of an oil spill as
many as one million people in this area could be impacted by
airborne toxins, with 133,000 heading to hospital.’
This is the finding of a report commissioned by Metro
Vancouver and Tsleil-Waututh Nation to assess the health risks
of oil spills, which was submitted to the National Energy Board
in June. Among the dozens of toxins associated with diluted
bitumen, benzene was the main chemical studied in the report.
Benzene can cause dizziness, weakness, headaches and
breathlessness when small amounts are inhaled. In the event of
more serious exposure, benzene can result in respiratory
problems, chest constriction, nausea and vomitting, and even
coma and fatality.
In the event of a spill, people in the areas of Stanley Park, the
Lions Gate Bridge, Second Narrows Bridge or on the water would
be most at risk of serious health problems from benzene. The
report also states that its estimate of over a million people facing
risks greater than dizziness is likely an underestimate of the true
number. Only spills of 8,000m3 or 16,000m3 were assessed in the
report. The Aframax tankers that would come through Burrard
Inlet if Kinder Morgan is built would carry up to 120,000m3.

Participants Withdraw from ‘Flawed’ NEB
Review of Kinder Morgan

Following in the footsteps of former BC Hydro CEO Marc Eliesen
and former CEO of ICBC Robyn Allan, over 30 commenters and
intrevenors withdrew from the National Energy Board’s review
process of the Kinder Morgan pipeline (See Reader’s Letters,
page 4). The 33 individuals who withdrew were joined by the
Wilderness Committee and the Canadian Parks and Wilderness

supply sold out. We ended the day tired but happy.
Mayne Island does not have a golf course but it does have
an attractive putting green at Dinner Bay Park. Golfers who visit
the green, maintained by the Lions Club, will find it in very good
shape, and for that we must thank Lion Bryan Westby and his
wife Elspeth.
On the weekend of August 21 there were three rentals for
tents, tables and chairs. Moving tables, chairs and tents,
pitching them and taking them down is hard work, and we are
grateful to Lions members who volunteer their time and
muscles to do the job. Equipment rental is an important source
of revenue for the Lions Club.

Gabriola Theatrical Reading of ‘And Slowly
Beauty’, Sept 18, 19 & 20

The Iconic Theatre Company is giving a theatrical reading of
‘And Slowly Beauty’, featuring Roger Carter, Lisa Chambers,
Alex Dewar, Mark Smith, Linda St Clair, and Adela Torchia
playing over 45 characters.
The play tells the story of a provincial civil servant, whose
humdrum life changes after an unplanned encounter with a
hundred-year-old play.
Written by Michel Nadeau, Quebec director, playwright and
actor, and translated by Maureen Labonté, director Anne Drozd
said that presenting the play on Gabriola is ‘a dream fulfilled.’
Call 250-247-7526 for more information.

Run the Rock Marathon Results

The Texada Run the Rock Marathon went well, despite very hot
conditions. 101 runners and walkers registered for Run the
Rock, and 84 volunteers were out on the course to help all
participants get to the finish line.
In the Marathon, Stephanie Renwick of Campbell River was
the overall winner in a time of 3:55.52, followed by Sandra
Milligan also from Campbell River in 4:08.29. Third was
Christopher Boundy from New York in 4:11.31.
The Half Marathon experienced some early course
problems—an unknown number of runners missed a turn and
ran a slightly shorter course. Victoria Fiddick from Bermuda
was first overall in 1:24.13, followed by Heather Quayle from
White Rock and Byron Fader of Powell River who both clocked
in at 1:25.22. Roslyn Simth from Comox was third in 1:29.06.
In the 8km race the first finisher was Edel Reilly from
Ireland in 31.47, followed by Larry Nightingale from Half Moon
Bay in 32.20. Third overall in 33.11 was Teresa Nightingale, also
from Half Moon Bay.
For 2015, Run the Rock implemented a new Spirit Award
for whoever best personifies the values the race is trying to
promote. The first winners of the Spirit award were the
Mylymoks, who have participated in Run the Rock as an entire
family every year the race has been held. 0
Society. The participants withdrew under the concern that their
involvement in the review was ‘lending credibility’ to what they
feel is an ‘unfair’. ‘flawed’ and ‘biased’ hearing process.
‘The federal government has altered the pipeline approval
process so that Canadians no longer have a proper say on these
major industrial projects. What we’re left with is a broken
system that prioritizes industry over the public interest,’ said
Wilderness Committee’s Climate Campaigner, Eoin Madden.
‘It’s a sad day for us.’

Green Party Supports Ban on Supertankers,
Bitumen, Pipeline

Green Party leader Elizabeth May will work with other parties
in the next minority Parliament to legislate a ban on
supertankers on the BC coast. This is just one part of the Greens’
overall opposition to pipelines designed to transport raw,
unprocessed bitumen to export markets: Northern Gateway,
the Trans Mountain expansion, Energy East, and Keystone XL.
The overall thrust of May’s announcement on August 18 was
the restoration and strengthening of Canada’s environmental
laws. She says that they need to be stronger than when they
were repealed in Bill C-38, and that the right to a healthy
environment should be embedded in Canada’s Constitution.
May also included a national energy plan with an emphasis
on ‘strong climate action’, a moratorium on drilling for oil and
gas in the Gulf of St Lawrence, the repeal of Bill C-51, and
working with First Nations to ‘allow for investments in
sustainable economies’.
Dr Lynne Quarmby, the Green Party’s Science Policy Critic
and candidate for Burnaby North-Seymour, described the oil
sands pipeline and tanker projects as ‘inconsistent with
avoiding dangerous levels of climate change’.
She was part of the Burnaby Mountain protest against
Kinder Morgan’s Trans Mountain Expansion in November
2014, and was arrested there.

Stephen Harper Visits Vancouver Island

Prime Minister Harper, during a brief tour of Vancouver Island,
held a news conference in Campbell River and announced that
the Harper government would extend its partnership with the
Pacific Salmon Foundation (PSF) by investing $15 million to

NEWS IN BRIEF, please turn to page 8
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What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Every Saturday until Thanksgiving

Pender Farmers Institute Saturday Market—Fresh, local
produce, baked goods, local art, artisan works and
demonstrations, culinary delights; buskers; bring your friends and
family, enjoy coffee and a snack, you never know what you’ll find or
who you’ll meet • Community Hall • 9:30am-1pm • Info: www.pifi.ca
• PENDER

Now till September 20

ArtCraft—Fine arts and crafts at BC's longest
running show: ceramics, fibre arts, basketry,
painting, jewelry, wood accessories, decorative and
functional; The Best of the Gulf Islands in downtown
Ganges • Mahon Hall, 114 Rainbow Road • Open 7
days a week, 10am-5pm • Info: 250.537.0899,
www.ssartscouncil.com • SALT SPRING

Friday, September 4, to Wednesday, September 30

A Least Sandpiper takes a break from its journey south at Columbia Beach, near Parksville.

F

Saturna Notes: BC Ferries
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- Priscilla Ewbank

or the past month, Saturna Island’s bulletin boards have twelve story boards, a powerpoint presentation and a spun
displayed 8” x 11” notices with a little ferry sailing in a answer for every islander.
stripe of blue across the top of the page—‘Help Improve
You could have heard a pin drop. The meeting was the most
Sailing Schedules in the Southern Gulf Islands’, with a schedule amazing island event I have ever attended. We were bearing
of meetings on every Island that I commonly interact with. witness to our neighbour’s lives; all the ways that we have
Sounded benign to me—our schedule right now is very conceived to make a living, interact with our other-island
workable and I’m in the midst of wonderful family visits, a neighbours, create the circumstances to keep ourselves
month of grandchildren and the General Store’s busiest time of economically viable and socially vigorous, and to maybe raise a
year to make money to keep it going all year.
family.
Then I became aware of the community rumble: ‘Disastrous
Islanders said again and again that critical to every
for Saturna,’ said the Southern Gulf Island Ferry Advisory circumstance is connection with others through our marine
Committee. What had I been thinking? When has our ferry highway. All the different voices, our ways of speaking—clever
schedule ever been ‘improved’? When has BC Ferries ever with words or shy to speak, dressed up or in boots and clean
wanted our real engaged input to our benefit? Usually, when shirts—the kaleidoscope of our day-by-day lives accounted for.
they want us to do something, we, as a community, don’t want
The purpose of our overall presentation was simple: to
to do it. Why had I allowed
present to BC Ferries how we
Photo: Nettie Adams make a living and what we
myself to be lulled?
It turns out we aren’t being
need to continue the lives we
asked to help tweak our
have built—to document with
functioning schedule—which
our voices and presence the
we’ve had for 31 years, since
facts and financial figures of
the second berth was built at
authentic island lives. No
Mayne Island—as one would
spin, no ‘talking points’ to
naturally assume from the
hide behind.
poster. We were being asked
We are part of an
to help meet the BC Ferries
archipelago of jewels in a
Commission’s requirement
coastal crown of breathtaking
for public consultation to okay
natural beauty. We are intact,
a totally destructive schedule
dynamic communities with a
that meets none of the
long history of creative
communities’ requirements Mayne Queen pulls into Lyall Harbour, Saturna
individuals and we know how
for predictable, timely,
vulnerable we are if our
capable marine access with our island neighbors and our islands highway is rendered non-functional.
regional points of commerce.
As much as we confirmed for ourselves at the meeting how
Saturna Islanders got to work and organized and it wasn’t reliant we islanders are on our marine connections, it also gave
hard. Islanders made suggestions for the meeting, helping out us the chance to see ourselves anew. Obviously we were
at every turn. So many of us came to the meeting because— affirmed—we can count on each other and on the other Gulf
through the wonder of technology—we had studied the Islands.
scheduling proposals and talked among ourselves and with our
Mayne Queen Turns 50
Southern Gulf Island Ferry Advisory Committee members. We Our ferry—our Mayne Queen, the ferry that brought me to
were aghast at what we saw. Everyone got the magnitude of Saturna Island on May 1, 1970; which brought my husband,
threat and could see their own lives drastically altered.
Jon, and his two daughters to Saturna where we found each
So, Saturna Islanders accepted the invitation from BC other and became a family; which carried him for 30 years
Ferries for an August 17 meeting—260 Islanders showed up out around the Islands doing business for Saturna General Store
of a total year-round population of 350.
and Haggis Farm Bakery; which, for free, brought our youngest
The meeting was moved from the first venue, as it clearly daughter back from Saanich Peninsula Hospital when she was
wouldn’t hold the discussion, to the Rec Centre. The centre was one-day-old, and which brought Jon’s ashes home last year—
well set-up to host the event—every chair was in use and our ferry is celebrating her 50th year of service to the Gulf
standing islanders lined the walls. Our two members of the Islands.
Southern Gulf Island Advisory Committee kept a flawless
That’s right! She did her first round September 7, 1965. For
stream of presenters coming to the microphone, which was years, we had full-on food service at the food bar, and the ferry
turned to address the Saturna audience rather than speaking ladies were hired from Saturna Island. You could set your watch
directly to the eight BC Ferries personnel.
by the Mayne Queen, the blast of her horn for every port of call.
Ferry Committee member Eva Hage provided a succinct, You can still depend on her ferry crews to be the best, on her to
clear summation of the meeting for BC Ferries. ‘Incendiary’ was sail in all weathers and if the other ferries are late we can make
how one Ferry Committee member had respond to BC Ferries. up the time and get to town on time. Dependable, safe, efficient,
Speakers kept asking, ‘What were you thinking?’ and meant it. a marvelous size and just real pretty, she is our boat, our Queen.
We kept our own minutes. Melanie Gaines was our
We Saturna Islanders can hear her as she is coming down
recording secretary and had a big easel up at the front where Navy Channel and even recognize some of the crew’s voices—
the speakers were presenting their points and business ‘This is Lyall Harbour: Lyall Harbour, Saturna Island. All
financials. Island Tides, Driftwood, Vancouver Sun and Gary passengers, please proceed to the car deck’. Lucky, lucky us to
Holman, our MLA, were present to witness, to record their have such a classy boat—truly Queen of the Fleet and our
impressions of the issues, and to report to the public. We had a Homecoming Queen!
supportive letter from our School District Superintendent,
On September 8, Southern Gulf Islanders can meet her
assurance of the close interest of our MP, Elizabeth May, and a down at the dock on her mid-morning run. There will be cake
heads up from Superintendent of Gulf Islands National Park and speeches to honour her years of magnificent day-in and
Reserve Marcia Morash. BC Ferries personnel had uniforms, day-out service to the Gulf Islands. (See also ad, page 9.) 0

Red Tree Gallery Art Show—Featuring ‘Abstract
Paintings’ by Judith Walker and ‘West Coast Inspired
Oil Paintings’ by Guest Artist, Leigh-Anne Maxwell •
Meet the Artists, Saturday, Sept 5 • Gallery is open
everyday, 10-4pm • 4301 Bedwell Harbour Rd
• Info: 250.629.6800 • www.redtreegallery.ca •
PENDER

Saturday to Sunday, September 5 and 6

Labour Day Weekend Family Fun Swims—Enjoy the wavepool,
waterslide, and diving boards; pirate ship, toddler pool, swirlpool,
steam room and family changerooms • The facility is closed for
annual maintenance September 7-20 and re-opens on Monday
September 21 • Swim 1-4pm • Saanich Commonwealth Place,
4636 Elk Lake Drive (right off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak exit) • Info:
24-hour Swim Info-line 250.475.7620 • SAANICH

Saturdays, Sept 5, 12, 19

Live Music at Port Browning Marina Pub—The best music &
dancing on Pender! • SEPT 5: The Citizen Band; SEPT 12: Voyager;
SEPT 19: C and H Productions• Starting at 9pm • 4605 Oak Road •
No cover, 19+ • Info: www.portbrowning.com, 250.629.3493 •
PENDER

Sunday, September 6

2nd Annual South Pender Island Growers & Makers Heritage
Market—Produce, baked goods,
preserves, art, craft, jewelry, second hand
books and old fashioned games including
the first Pender Island Pillow Fight: bring
your non-feather pillows and be ready to
join the fun; PJs optional • 1-4pm • Church
of the Good Shepherd, next to Poets Cove
Resort • Info: Susan Taylor, 250.629.6661 • PENDER

Friday, September 11

Mayne Island Music Society presents Jenny Ritter—
Accomplished instrumentalist and vocalist;
performing with guest, Rachel Ries • Mayne
Island Ag Hall • 7:30pm • Tickets: $20, available
at Home Hardware, Happy Tides and Farm
Gate • MAYNE

Saturday, September 12

Saturna Island Marine Research and Education Society
presents—A presentation by senior scientist and researcher Aileen
Jeffries of the Pacific Biodiversity Institute (www.pacificbio.org);
hear about Aileen's exciting research project studying the elusive
harbour porpoise in Narvaez Bay, Saturna Island and around the
Salish Sea • Saturna Island Community Hall • 7pm • Info:
www.saturnamarineresearch.ca • SATURNA

Sunday, September 13

Mayne’s Annual Terry Fox Run—Everyone welcome:
runners, bikers, hikers, walkers, strollers, kids, dogs,
aunts, uncles: come out to support this worthwhile event;
hot dogs/hamburgers; free ice cream! • Miner’s Bay Park
• Registration at 10:30am; run/walk at noon • Contact:
Kathie 250.539.2399 • MAYNE

Saturday to Monday, October 10, 11 & 12

19th Annual Gabriola Thanksgiving Studio Tour—More than 70
artists will open their doors to visitors from
around the world; Gabriola invites art lovers to
pick up or download an information-packed
brochure and make a day of it; artist details and
a map available online • 10am-5pm • Free • Info:
studiotour.artsgabriola.ca • GABRIOLA

Friday thru Sunday, October 23 to 25

Creative Threads Conspiracy—Three-day retreat of workshops
for all levels of fiber artists; 15 teachers, 17
different classes: quilting, knitting, basketry,
felting, wood-carving, bookbinding, dyeing; allday demo of spinning and weaving by the
Denman Weavers’ Guild; Wearable Art Fashion
Show • Fri/Sat/Sun: classes all day, catered
meals • Each class $10/hr • Info: 250.335.0198,
www.creativethreadsconspiracy.com • DENMAN

Next Deadline: September 9

www.islandtides.com
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The gym at the Penders Island School as the ferry schedule meeting began. It was packed like sardines before long.

Photo: Nicholas van Bakel

BC FERRIES from page 1

temperature inside climbing to 30ºC.
Person after person told BC Ferries representatives how
their livelihoods would be impacted (giving actual dollar
figures), how businesses would be ruined and how services like
homecare, blood-to-lab transfer services for medical centres,
BC Hydro and recycling service contracts, fresh food transfers,
and building material supplies transfers would all be detroyed.
Ingenuity in building livelihoods, without even leaving the
archipelago, would be wiped out.
For Saturna, a pairing with Galiano would destroy all its
inter-island business connections, typically with Mayne and
Pender. How was it, said one speaker, that a private corporation
receiving government money could decide the fate of a
community?
Then there were the needs of business and services to reach
Vancouver Island for the services not available on each
particular island. Saturna has no doctor or nurse and no
suppliers for the grocery store and many other businesses. The
smaller the island, the greater its need for swift trips to town,
leaving plenty of time for the myriad of stops needed to keep
islanders’ businesses and lives running.
The ‘pairings’ chosen, based on only tiny differences in
population, went completely against being able to accomplish
this. Trip durations were greatly
increased and in-town time Saturna’s ferry meeting
reduced, which meant more trips
or trucks and vans waiting for
much later ferries with
consequential cost increases and
loss of productive time at the
home business.
This would also work in
reverse—contractors coming
onto islands from Vancouver
Island would have long trip
durations and impossible turnaround times and hence all
mannner of services for residents would cost exponentially
more, or in some cases, contractors would cease to come at all.
Repeatedly asked why no business survey or economic
impact study has been conducted, BC Ferries had no answer.

Population Skewing

The relative populations of islands were put into the computer
model. Due to the final stop of Route Nº9 at Long Harbour on

NEWS IN BRIEF from page 6

protect important estuaries. He also promised to complete the
National Marine Conservation Area Reserve in the southern
Strait of Georgia, working with the BC Government and First
Nations (see also article, page 1).
The PSF indicated that the $15 million would be used for
restoration of salmon ecosystems in the lower Harrison River,
the Strait of Georgia, and the lower Fraser River. The
Conservative announcement was criticized for an online poster
headed ‘Protecting British Columbia’s Natural Environment’
which was illustrated with what turned out to be an Atlantic
salmon. It was quickly replaced with a picture of a Pacific
salmon, but not before the original poster was shared widely on
social media. Biologist Alexandra Morton says that the poster’s
mistake suggests the government’s priority is for farmed
salmon, not wild.
Also during his Vancouver Island visit, Harper was
photographed with a group of Scouts. But Scouts Canada
affirmed their policy that no one in a Scout uniform was to take
part in any political event. It was later revealed that the Scouts
belonged to a troop led by Bruce Hallsor in Victoria, a well
known Conservative supporter. Hallsor said he was unaware of
the Scouts Canada policy.

Earthquake Stops Fort St John Fracking—
Temporarily

An earthquake registering 4.6 on the Richter scale has led
Progress Energy to temporarily halt its fracking activity. The
earthquake, centred 110 kilometres north of Fort St John, struck
on Monday afternoon, August 17.
It was felt in Fort St John, Charlie Lake, and Wonowon. It
was just three kilometres from Progress Energy’s fracking site.
BC regulations say that if a fracking operation triggers an
earthquake larger than 4.0 it cannot resume operation until a
mitigation plan is in place. The site is operating again; Progress
Energy say they have met all requirements.
The BC Oil and Gas Commission is investigating the cause
of the quake. Magnitude 4.6 is said to be very large for this
region. The commission has also confirmed that a magnitude
www.islandtides.com

Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick

Southern Islands connectivity. The Mayne Queen (berth on the left) and Queen of Nanaimo (right, further out) sail into Village Bay,
to Mayne Island’s twin docks to perform a transfer of passengers and cars. In this case travellers coming from the Mainland
transfer to Saturna. During 50 years, businesses and people going about their lives have forged connections around the ability
to travel from island to island.

Salt Spring, and despite the fact that Salt Spring has two other
dedicated short ferry routes to Vancouver Island and easy ability
to transfer to Route Nº1 (Swartz
Bay–Mainland) ferries at Swartz
Bay, it was drawn into the new
integrated service plan. However,
its population of 10,000
overwhelms
any
numbers
calculation against Southern
Island populations—Saturna at
350, Galiano: 1,100, Mayne: 1,070
and Penders: 2,500.
Additionally, it appears that no
consideration was given to the
quantity of services available on
Salt Spring itself, with its townsized population.

Did BC Ferries Hear?

Following the first impassioned meeting on Saturna, BC Ferries
staff were clearly shaken to the point where they replied less
and less in corporate-speak. By the third meeting, on Pender,
they barely replied at all, listening mutely as speaker after
speaker told them for the third time about the same impacts.
4.4 quake in August 2014 was caused by fracking.

July Warmest Month Ever

According to the US National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, July 2015 was the warmest month ever recorded.
July is usually the warmest month of the year, but this July
recorded the highest average temperature worldwide across land
and ocean surfaces. It was 0.81ºC above the 20th century average,
and the all-time highest monthly temperature since 1880, at
16.61ºC. It exceeded the previous record, set in 1998, by 0.08ºC.
The key factor in the global average was ocean temperature,
which was 0.75ºC above the 20th century average, driven by
record warmth across large expanses of the Indian and Pacific
Oceans.
Year-to-date temperatures were also the highest since 1880,
0.85ºC above the 20th century average. 2015 is on track to
become the warmest year on record. Land temperatures were
1.34ºC above the 20th century average, while sea surface
temperatures, globally averaged, were 1.21ºC above the 20th
century average.
Calculating world average temperatures to two decimal
points may be questionable, but it sure was warm. Some
authorities cite July 2015 as the warmest in 11,000 years. The
current rate of temperature rise, they say, is the fastest ever.
Some hot spots were Austria, Iran, the waters of the Gulf of
Alaska, and the tropical Pacific.
It is just over three months before world leaders meet in
Paris to debate climate change.

Ferries Makes Money, Announces Discounts

BC Ferries has announced financial results for its first quarter
(April-June, 2015). Net earnings were $18.8 million on reported
total revenues of $217.7 million, and operating expenses of
$184.6 million. This can be compared with last year’s first
quarter earnings of $13.9 million.
This reflects a 5.0% increase in passenger traffic, and a 4.7%
increase in vehicle traffic, across the entire system compared to
the previous year. During the quarter, BC Ferries operated
41,000 sailings, carrying over five million passengers and two

However, a BC Ferries spokesperson at the Pender meeting
did acknowledge that they had ‘made a mistake’ in not
considering vital inter-island connections for the core
communities of the Southern Islands or the impacts that
reduced service would have on businesses.
BC Ferries also acknowledges that the replacement vessel(s)
for the Queen of Nanaimo do not inherently mean that the two
services must be combined, nor that Route Nº 5 and 5A cannot
remain as now.
One thing is certain—having the presumption to present, as
one speaker said, ‘this trainwreck of a ferry schedule’ without
doing their homework, BC Ferries has lost a great deal of
credibility and goodwill on the Southern Islands. Islanders are
insulted and offended by BC Ferries’ lack of understanding of
the communities it was designed to service.
Apologies all round and back to the drawing board? 0

Ed’s Note: Nicholas van Bakel and I are preparing a mini-doc
of video shot at the ferry meetings. We will let you know when
it is posted on IslandTidesTV.

<

Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides pay
for publishing it! Mail or phone in your $30 annual
subscription today: 250-216-2267. Don’t delay—be
part of the Island Tides team. Thank You!

million vehicles.
In 2017, BC Ferries plans to introduce variable pricing, with
discounts by day-of-the-week and by time-of-day, with the
object of utilising spare capacity and reducing sailing waits at
peak times. In order to ascertain what the effect of discounted
fares might be on customers’ travel plans, some fare discounts
will be tried, starting in this September.
From September 8 to October 15, regular passenger fares
will be discounted by 50% on off-peak days of the week and
certain off-peak times of the day, on both major and minor
routes. For example, adult passengers on the TsawwassenSwartz Bay route will save $8.45 during the promotion.
From October 1-31, regular passenger fares will be
discounted by 50% on all northern route sailings.
This 50% discount also applies to BC Seniors’ fares, so their
off-peak weekday fares will be 25% of the full fare. Experience
Card, Northern Resident, and Group Discounts will also be
increased proportionately.

Cable Ferry Towed to Buckley Bay

BC Ferries’ new cable ferry departed Seaspan’s Vancouver
Shipyards on the evening of Tuesday, August 25, under tow to
its new home at Buckley Bay on Vancouver Island. It took ten
hours, overnight, behind Seaspan tugs.
Mark Wilson, BC Ferries Vice President of engineering, said,
‘Seaspan’s Vancouver Shipyards have built a fine ship that will
serve our customers well for decades to come.’
Before the ferry can serve customers, it must be connected
to the three cables that have already been laid, and crews will
need extensive training and familiarization. Lloyd’s Register
must certify the vessel, and Transport Canada must certify it
and set the final crew complement. The vessel will be based at
the Denman West terminal.
BC Ferries say that cost savings over the 40-year life of the
budget will be some $80 million, depending on the crew
complement set by Transport Canada. The Baynes Sound
Connector has a capacity of 50 vehicles and 150 passengers and
crew. 0
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NEB strikes Kelly’s TMX evidence, delays
oral summaries - Patrick Brown

The appointment by federal Minister of Natural Resources Greg Rickford of Calgary oil consultant
Steven J Kelly as a fulltime member of the National Energy Board, effective October 13, 2015,
was reported in the August 20 Island Tides. His appointment was described by former BC Hydro
CEO Marc Eliesen as creating a ‘significant and incredible conflict of interest’.
Kelly had previously prepared and submitted Direct Written Evidence to the NEB supporting
the application by Trans Mountain for its expansion project.
Recognizing this, the NEB Panel has struck Kelly’s evidence from the record. The panel notes
that other submitted evidence (for example, by the Living Oceans Society) conflicts with that
provided by Kelly. All Kelly’s evidence will be struck from the record, included data on oil market
supply and demand and related economic testimony.

Notice to the Public

NEB Worried About Public Confidence

The National Energy Board Panel expressed their concern over this conflict in an August 21 letter
to Trans Mountain and all intervenors and commenters. It said, ‘There can be no question that
public confidence in the impartiality of decision-makers is integral to the administration of
justice.’
The Panel made the point that it does not know Kelly personally, and has not had, and will
not have, any contact with Kelly in connection with its assessment of the TMX project.
It notes that Kelly has not yet taken his oath of office.

I

The Mayne Queen Turns 50!

NEB and KELLY, please turn to page 11

May would act to form government - Patrick Brown

f the general election result is a minority in
Parliament, Green Party leader Elizabeth
May has pledged to take immediate action
to create an alternative government.
She made this pledge during a Green Party
press conference on August 18 about tankers
and pipelines.
‘I commit to Canadians that in a minority
parliament, I will go to the Governor General
immediately and request time to speak with
Mr Mulcair and Mr Trudeau to come up with
a government which better reflects how
Canadians have voted.’
Currently, the polls indicate that the
Conservatives, New Democrats, and Liberals
are virtually tied. No party would elect a
majority of MPs in the House of Commons.

Caretaker Government

Constitutional convention requires that when
an election is called, the incumbent
government remains in place to manage the
nation’s affairs in a ‘caretaker’ mode. In this
election the ‘writ period’ has been doubled,
extending government’s caretaker time.
According to Mark C Jarvis (co-author in
National Post, with Lori Turnbull and the late
Peter Aucoin, of Democratizing the
Constitution:
Reforming
Responsible
Government) the Caretaker Convention
restricts the government’s actions to ‘little
more than routine business, except where
absolutely essential’. There has been some
controversy over whether the government
ought to continue to negotiate the Trans Pacific
Partnership trade agreement. 0

SCHOOL DISTRICT #64 (Gulf Islands)
District Website: www.sd64.bc.ca

Join the celebrations on September 8
The Mayne Queen, servicing customers in
the Southern Gulf Islands region, turns 50 on
Sept. 7. To
To celebrate, BC Ferries is planning
festivities on Tuesda
Tuesday, Sept. 8. Come join the
crew and your community members for free
treats and coffee as the Mayne Queen visits:
•
•
•
•

Lyall Harbourr,, Saturna Island at 10:20 am
Village Bay, Mayne island at 11:05 am
Otter Bay, Pender island at 11:35 am
Swartz Bay at 12:30 pm, with an Open
House until 2 pm.

We would like to extend an invitation to
all of our customers, ships’ crew (past and
present), and all BC Ferries staff to join in the
celebrations for the Mayne Queen.

It’s back to school time!
Tuesday, September 8, 2015

GULF ISLANDS SECONDARY SCHOOL
250-537-9944
School is open from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for registration of new students beginning August
24. Pick up of Student Schedule Packages and collection of Student Activity Fees will take
place on Wednesday, September 2 and Thursday, September 3 from 9:15 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
The Student Activity Fee is $30 for everyone. Students may also purchase a yearbook at this
time for $45 (total for both is $75).
OPENING DAY ONLY, Tuesday, September 8, will be early dismissal (9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.).
Principal: Mr. Lyall Ruehlen
PHOENIX PLACE PROGRAM
250-537-9944
Classes begin September 8. If you are interested in the services that Phoenix could offer
your high school aged child, please contact one of the GISS counselors, Nia Williams or
Tony Marshall at 250-537-9944.

SALTSPRING ISLAND MIDDLE SCHOOL
250-537-1159
School will be open August 24 to 27 & August 31 to September 3, 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. for
registration of new students. OPENING DAY ONLY, Tuesday, September 8, will be early
dismissal (8:30 to 10:00 a.m.). Parents welcome on Opening Day – PAC representatives will be
hosting a ‘Meet & Greet’.
Principal: Ms. Keiko Taylor
PLEASE CONTACT THE PRINCIPALS FOR THE FOLLOWING SCHOOLS:

GALIANO SCHOOL Ms. Shannon Johnston
250-539-2261
Office will be open August 31 to September 3 – 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.
First day of school, September 8, students will attend from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m.
All students, including Kindergarten, will begin Tuesday, September 8.
MAYNE SCHOOL
250-539-2371

Ms. Matti Girardi
Office will be open August 31 to September 3 – 9:00 to 11:30 a.m.
First day of school, September 8, students will attend from 8:40 to 10:30 a.m.
All students, including Kindergarten, will begin Tuesday, September 8.

PENDER SCHOOL Mr. Cameron Fraser
250-629-3711
Office will be open for registrations September 1 to 4 - 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Opening day only, Tuesday, September 8 will be early dismissal,
(8:50 to 10:30 a.m.).
All students, including Kindergarten, will begin Tuesday, September 8.

SATURNA SCHOOL To be determined
250-539-2472
Please contact Superintendent Lisa Halstead at lhalstead@sd64.bc.ca or call
250-537-5548 for information regarding registration of new students for the
2015/2016 school year. Opening day only, Tuesday, September 8 will be
early dismissal, (8:30 to 10:30 a.m.).
For more information on the StrongStart BC Programs at
Mayne, Pender, Saturna and Galiano Schools, contact the
Principals listed above.

SCHOOL DISTRICT #64 (Gulf Islands)
District Website: www.sd64.bc.ca/transportation

NOTE: EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 8 to 24, 2015, THE GANGES HAWK (ROUTE 3)
WILL SERVICE PENDER ISLAND ALONG WITH THE GRADUATE AS PER THE
SCHEDULES INDICTED BELOW

WATER TAXI SCHEDULE FOR 2015/2016

THE SCHOLARSHIP
MORNING RUN
Location
Ganges Harbour
Sturdies Bay
Miners Bay

AFTERNOON RUN
Ganges Harbour
Sturdies Bay
Miners Bay

Route 1

Depart

Location

Sturdies Bay
Miners Bay
Ganges Harbour

0722
0735
0827

1630
1722
1730

Sturdies Bay
Miners Bay
Ganges Harbour

1720
1728
1820

0645
0725
0737

Arrival

Sturdies Bay = Galiano Island Miner’s Bay = Mayne Island

THE GRADUATE
MORNING RUN
Location
Ganges Harbour
Lyall Harbour
Port Washington

AFTERNOON RUN
Ganges Harbour
Port Washington
Lyall Harbour

Route 2

Depart

Location

Lyall Harbour
Port Washington
Ganges Harbour

0725
0752
0830

1630
1712
1733

Port Washington
Lyall Harbour
Ganges Harbour

1710
1732
1835

0630
0727
0755

Arrival

Lyall Harbour = Saturna Island Port Washington = Pender Island

THE GANGES HAWK
MORNING RUN
Location
Ganges Harbour
Port Washington

AFTERNOON RUN

Depart
0700
0745

Ganges Harbour
1630
Port Washington
1707
Port Washington = Pender Island

Location

Route 3
Arrival

Port Washington
Ganges Harbour

0740
0830

Port Washington
Ganges Harbour

1705
1740

Passengers are to be at the dock 5 minutes prior to departure.
Revised July 14, 2015
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FEDERAL ELECTION 2015

What Your Candidates Say

This edition, Island Tides asks: Do you think that the present method of organizing and financing higher education: serves

students well, meets national economic and social objectives, and/or measures up to international competition?

Rachel Blaney, North Island-Powell River (NDP)
I’m hearing concerns about post secondary education
everywhere I go in North Island-Powell River. People are
worried about access for themselves and for their children and
grandchildren. We shouldn’t forget that it was the Liberals that
started the drastic cuts in funding. And it was Stephen Harper
who has decided that tax cuts for wealthy Canadians are more
important than properly funding post-secondary education. It
has been the NDP that has championed access and
affordability and that’s why I’m so proud to remind people that
it was our party that tabled the Post-Secondary Funding Act,
which would ensure adequate and stable funding. The future
of our country rests on how we prepare young people for their
participation in society and in the economy. The NDP will
ensure more people can access an education by finding
solutions to skyrocketing costs and unmanageable debt loads
faced by students today.
Alicia Cormier, Saanich-Gulf Islands (NDP)
Lack of access to post secondary education has been impeded
too many times in Canada because of policy decisions made by
Liberal and Conservative governments. The last Liberal
government cut transfers to the provinces for post-secondary
education which led to the highest tuition fee increases in
Canada’s history. Stephen Harper has chosen to cut taxes for
large corporations and wealthy Canadians rather than restore
education funding. As a result, collective student debt is now
estimated at a shocking $23 billion, with average per student
debt load at about $26,000, borne disproportionately by
students from lower income households. The NDP tabled the
Post-Secondary Funding Act to ensure adequate and stable
funding so that post secondary education is accessible to all
Canadians. We will also help students by making investments
in public transit, affordable housing and child care, all of which
will reduce their overall cost of living.
Randall Garrison, Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke (NDP)
As a professor for 20 years, I understand the importance of
accessible, high quality post-secondary education. The NDP is
committed to ensuring that more people can access higher
education by tackling skyrocketing costs as well as the
unmanageable debt loads faced by students brought on by past
Conservative and Liberal governments. The Harper
government has not prioritized our universities and colleges,
and the Liberal government before him made unprecedented
cuts in transfers to the provinces for post-secondary education.
The NDP has fought long and hard to restore the federal
government’s role in making post-secondary education
affordable and accessible. That’s why we tabled the PostSecondary Funding Act, which would ensure adequate and
stable funding. A Tom Mulcair led government will stand up
for students and recent graduates.
Fran Hunt-Jinnouchi, Cowichan-Malahat-Langford (Green)
I respect the separation of powers between the federal and
provincial governments and recognize that education is a
provincial matter. This being said, the federal government does
have a role in providing funding and the Green Party seeks to
strengthen that role by increasing federal transfers to provincial
governments, ear-marked and tied to post-secondary
education. We will work to ensure that post-secondary
education is based on realistic and effective policies including
increasing federal student grants by 25%, eliminate the Canada
Student Loans Program In-Study Income Assessment and
expanding access for First Nations education by removing the
2% funding cap and fully funding the program backlog. I would
like to see more cooperation between AANDC and provincial
education ministers to support First Nations community-

based education and to address the inequality in funding for
provincially funded schools and First Nations band operated
schools. In the longterm, we will work to eliminate student
debt.
Gord Johns, Courtenay-Alberni (NDP)
Funding post-secondary institutions has taken a back seat to
subsidizing corporations and wealthy Canadians under the
Harper Conservatives. This, combined with massive cuts in
transfers to the provinces for education under the Liberals, has
rendered post-secondary education unaffordable for many
students and undermined stability in universities and colleges.
Fair, adequate support both for students and post-secondary
institutions is essential to the development of the Canadian
labour force and vibrant economy. We cannot expect graduates
to begin their careers with the heavy financial burden that is
inevitable as a result of decades of short-sighted government
policy. I support the re-introduction of the NDP’s PostSecondary Funding Act which would divide the existing
Canada Social Transfer into two components, one for general
assistance, the other strictly for post-secondary education. The
federal government should demonstrate leadership when it
comes to supporting accessible, affordable, quality education
for Canadians.
Alistair MacGregor, Cowichan-Malahat-Langford (NDP)
Post-secondary education is not something that is easily
accessible and affordable for all Canadians. The accumulated
federal student-loan debt in Canada is now more than $15billion, a figure that doesn’t include obligations on lines of
credit, credit cards or provincial loan programs. Many
graduates, stuck in low-paying jobs and barely able to manage
repayment schedules, are delaying big life decisions such as
buying a car or house, or getting married and having kids.
Universities are increasingly relying on tuition fees for
funding, and federal transfers for post-secondary education
have declined steadily in the last two decades.
I believe the federal government has a responsibility to
show leadership when it comes to supporting accessible,
affordable, quality education for Canadians. The NDP has
committed to enshrining the principles of quality education by
guaranteeing stable funding and protecting principles of
accessibility, academic freedom, public administration, and
not-for-profit delivery.
Sheila Malcolmson, Nanaimo-Ladysmith (NDP)
I believe that education should open doors for people, not
saddle them with debt. The last Liberal government made
unprecedented cuts in transfers for post-secondary education
and Stephen Harper has prioritized tax cuts for wealthy
Canadians over funding our universities and colleges. As a
result, students are missing out on opportunities and
sacrificing their goals because they can’t afford to go to school.
The NDP has fought long and hard to restore the federal
government’s role in making post-secondary education
affordable and accessible. That’s why we tabled the PostSecondary Funding Act, which would ensure adequate and
stable funding. The NDP will ensure more people can access
an education by tackling the skyrocketing costs and
unmanageable debt loads faced by students. Tom Mulcair and
the NDP have stood up for students and new graduates in
opposition, and we’ll do so in government.
Paul Manly, Nanaimo-Ladysmith (Green)
As the parent of a teenager who will be heading off to university
in the next few years, I understand what a serious problem the
cost of education has become.
Tuition fees should not be a debt sentence. The Green
Party’s goal is to eliminate student debt, which is the biggest

barrier to higher education, both academic and trades.
Greens would increase the numbers of students eligible for
guaranteed student loans, lower the lending rate, provide more
money to the provinces for higher education, and expand
student grants.
The Green Party’s plan for a Youth Community and
Environment Services Corp will help alleviate two major
challenges facing Canada’s youth. The program would provide
a $4000 tuition credit for successfully completing a year in the
corps and offer paid work experience that will help young
people establish a foothold in our competitive job market.
To learn more visit greenparty.ca/vision-green.
Elizabeth May, Saanich-Gulf Islands (Green)
The Green Party believes the current system is broken.
Students and their families are burdened with crushing student
debt, high tuition and a diminished educational experience.
After Labour Day when the full Green Platform and budget is
released, I look forward to sharing the details of a bold and
ground-breaking plan to reduce student debt and guarantee
the right to an affordable education for all.
All levels of government will play their part, but the federal
government must take a leadership role. A mix of student
bursaries, interest-free loans and greater support for
universities will all help, but what is needed is a bold vision.
Stay tuned!
Brenda Sayers, North Island-Powell River (Green)
No. The long-term economic and social implications of a
growing group of economically disconnected and socially
alienated youth is very serious and very costly. The Green Party
is dedicated to restoring education funding to 0.35% of GDP.
The Canadian Federation of Students has produced excellent
research that we have based our proposed solutions on.
We need to be decisive in addressing emerging youth
unemployment/under-employment
and
education
affordability while the cost of intervention is still relatively low.
I will work with other MPs to invest in undergraduate
research fellowships to support innovation, and encourage
more young Canadians to pursue science, technology,
engineering and math. I will also work to boost access to
apprentice programs in key trades.
The Green Party also proposes the development of a Youth
Community and Environment Service Corps that will provide
federal minimum wage employment for 40,000 youth aged
18-25 every year for four years.
Cheryl Thomas, Victoria (Liberal)
Currently, I’m a Sessional Instructor at UVic and have taught
at the university level abroad. Therefore, I understand the
frustrations of students and Canadians when it comes to
getting the best post-secondary education to our citizens. We
have a lot to be thankful for—a 2014 report from the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD) reported that more Canadian adults have postsecondary education than any other country in the developed
world. However, students are struggling with debt as the
prevalence of loan-based financial assistance have pushed
student debt to historic levels. The Liberal Party knows that
investing in making post-secondary education more affordable
is crucial to Canadian’s economic prosperity. We also know
that Canada needs an educated and skilled middle class in
order to diversify our economy and get Canada back on its feet,
ensuring that there are opportunities for both this generation
and generations to come.

Island Tides is funding the publishing of this election
coverage—please send in voluntary subscriptions.

Island Tides emailed the above question to all contactable electoral district associations and contactable, declared candidates in: Courtenay-Alberni, Cowichan-Malahat-Langford, Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke, Nanaimo-Ladysmith,
North Island-Powell River, Saanich-Gulf Islands,Victoria (Rachel Blaney,Alicia Cormier, John Duncan, Randall Garrison, Fran Hunt-Jinnouchi, Gord Johns,Tim Kane, Frances Litman, Shari Lukens, Mark MacDonald,Alistair MacGregor,
Sheila Malcolmson, Paul Manly, Maria Manna, Elizabeth May, David Merner, Carrie Powell-Davidson, Murray Rankin, Jo-Ann Roberts, Brenda Sayers, Peter Schwarzhoff, Laura Smith, Glenn Sollitt,Tim Tessier, Cheryl Thomas;
Conservative, Liberal, Green and NDP electoral district associations in all ridings above).All received responses are above, and may have been edited for length.All candidates are invited to answer upcoming questions.

Next Edition’s Question: What is your long term vision for Canada’s international role? Include mulilateral trade and investment agreements

(Trans Pacific Partnership and European trade agreement); relationship to major powers (US, China, European Union, Russia, UK); and relationship
to minor nations, United Nations, and UN agencies.
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Local communities not prepared for
marine oil spills, says GSA

Low tide on Three Tree Island, in Campbell Bay.

Photo: Toby Snelgrove

ELECTORAL REFORM, from page 3

For the Liberals, it would stabilize their electoral support and probably make them a key part
of any coalition government under PR. Of course it would end their strategic dominance of the
centre-left that has had left-wing voters giving them support as the best of the worst options.
For the NDP, it would also eclipse their strategy of taking over from the Liberals as a solo
governing party, but it would allow them to participate more regularly in policy making. The
fact is, NDP policies are popular but they have difficulty introducing them even when they are
in government at the provincial level because of the unrelenting media attacks. But in a coalition
situation, the NDP could spread the responsibility for defending their policies across more
parties, making them stronger.
For the Greens, PR is a no-brainer, resulting in more seats in more places and undoubtedly
more votes from those who think a Green vote is wasted under our current voting system.
Stephen Harper was in favour of proportional representation whilst in
Opposition, but is now strongly opposed. What happened?
Power. Harper said he liked PR when conservatives were divided between two parties and it
didn’t look like they could stop fighting among themselves. But as soon as they regrouped under
a less progressive Conservative banner, all interest in PR evaporated from the political right.
You have stated that FPTP evolved to benefit the rich and powerful. Do you think
the elite will give up their control without a major fight? What can we expect?
Today’s elites are already signaling their opposition to change, with countless newspaper
commentators offering up bogus arguments against change or trying to thwart the process by
calling for rigged processes that they can dominate.
Why are you such a strong proponent of electoral reform?
Because PR systems are more democratic, full stop. Some political scientists try to say that
all voting systems are OK, it just depends on what your values are. Well, the values behind our
current system are not democratic, so it should go. The arguments we hear supporting our
current system—stability, few parties, phoney majority governments—none pass the smell test
of democracy. Canadians have managed to get some democracy into our political system but it
has come despite, not because of, our present voting system. The things people say they want—
better representation of our social diversity and our political choices, more accountable
government, an inclusive policy process—these are things that any proportional voting system
will deliver. We are long overdue for this reform. 0
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recent report by the Georgia Strait
Alliance (GSA) has found that BC’s
local coastal governments need to do
more to prepare for the threat of marine
oilspills in their community, but will struggle
to do so until communication from senior spill
response agencies improves.
As an intervenor in the National Energy
Board’s (NEB) review of Kinder Morgan’s
proposed pipeline expansion project, GSA
contracted the Social Planning and Research
Council of British Columbia (SPARC BC) to
prepare the report.
Findings in the report include:
• local governments have important roles to
play in a marine oilspill, including
communicating to the public about health and
safety, coordinating evacuations, closing
beaches and other infrastructure, and
identifying sensitive areas for priority
protection;
• all but one of the local governments who
participated in the research reported limited
preparedness, or complete non-preparedness,
in the event of a marine oilspill; and,
• local governments are challenged by poor
communication from senior spill response
partners, a lack of clear and detailed plans

outlining the roles and responsibilities of all the
agencies involved in spill response, and a lack
of capacity and financial resources to respond
to the consequences of a spill in their
community.
The report also makes recommendations to
all levels of government on how to strengthen
marine oilspill response in the region, including:
Oilspill response plans should be publicly
available in BC, much like they are in Seattle and
San Francisco; senior response partners should
improve their communication and engagement
with local governments regarding marine oil
spill planning and training in the Georgia Strait
region; they must ensure that funding is not a
barrier to local government participation in
marine oilspill planning and training exercises;
the roles and responsibilities of all the involved
parties should be clearly documented; local
governments in the Georgia Strait region should
ensure that their emergency response plan
addresses marine oilspills and that the plans
provide operational detail about all the types of
activities the local government will engage in.
In the upcoming months, the Georgia Strait
Alliance will be meeting with local
governments and communities to share the
results of their report. 0

Replacement Evidence Time
Allowance

which had previously included the early
presentation of oral summary arguments in
Calgary and Burnaby, will be delayed.
Intervenors, who were previously required to
file their written argument-in-chief by
September 3, 2015, will be advised of revised
deadlines in a procedural update after
September 11. It is not clear whether the
completion of the assessment report will also
be delayed. 0

NEB and KELLY, from page 9

The TMX Panel, realizing the importance of
Kelly’s economic evidence to the assessment of
the project, has asked Trans Mountain for a list
of all the evidence submitted by or under the
direction of Kelly. It then seeks advice from
Trans Mountain by August 28 as to whether the
evidence that was struck will be replaced and if
so, when. Intervenors may file comments on this
advice by September 4, to which Trans
Mountain may reply by September 11.
In order to provide time for replacement
evidence to be submitted, the time schedule,
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An orca breaches in Active Pass.

Victoria-region election Secret hearings take place to investigate
allegations of illegal spying on activists
candidates’ debates to
Natalie Dunsmuir
highlight environment
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Renewable energy, green jobs, oil tankers, pipeline
expansion, greenhouse gas emission reduction, and the
impact of climate change will be the focus of five federal
all-candidates debates set for southern Vancouver Island
starting September 16 in Sooke and including dates in
Victoria, Langford, Esquimalt and Sidney.
A prelude to the October 19 federal election, the
debates are the final phase of the BC Sustainable Energy
Association’s year-long Energy and the Next Federal
Election speaker series. The initiative is intended to make
climate change a federal election issue by highlighting its
impact on the economy, jobs, health care, the
environment, food security and the quality of life faced
by this and future generations.

Debate Schedule (By Riding)

Each evening runs from 6:30 to 9pm.
Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke:
• September 16, Edward Milne Community
School, 6218 Sooke Road, Sooke. Moderator: Sooke
Mayor Maja Tait
• September 29, Esquimalt United Church, 500
Admirals Road, Esquimalt. Moderator: Jackie Larkin,
Reconnecting To Life Facilitation & Consultation
Services
Victoria:
• September 21, First Metropolitan United Church,
932 Balmoral Road., Victoria. Moderator: Alastair
McCollum, Rector, St John the Divine Anglican
Church
Cowichan-Malahat-Langford:
• September 24, Our Lady of the Rosary Church,
798 Goldstream Ave., Langford. Moderator: TBA
Saanich Gulf Islands:
• October 2, St. Paul’s United Church, 2410
Malaview Ave, Sidney. Moderator: Maggie Ziegler,
Reconnecting To Life Facilitation & Consultation
Services

The debates are co-presented by the BCSEA Victoria
Chapter and the Dogwood Initiative, two non-partisan
environmental organizations. Major party candidates in
each of southern Vancouver Island’s four federal ridings
have received invitations.
Impartial moderators will chair the debates to ensure
good dialogue and a respectful atmosphere. A series of
prepared questions will be asked and queries will be
welcomed from the audience.
‘We launched this initiative because we, our sponsors,
and our community feel that the federal government has
a critical role in addressing climate and energy issues,’ says
Marion Pape, Chair of the BCSEA Victoria Chapter.
‘Citizens have a vote and a voice, and these five debates will
help ensure we elect candidates who are committed to a
sustainable energy future.’ 0
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ecret hearings took place recently to examine
the complaints of several members of
environmental adovacy groups, stating that
the Canadian Security Intelligence Service (CSIS)
was illegally spying on them. In 2013, an
investigation by online news source Vancouver
Observer showed that members of non-profit
groups such as the Dogwood Initiative, Sierra Club,
LeadNow, Idle No More, and ForestEthics were the
subjects of unlawful surveillance by Canada’s spy
agency.
Freedom of Information requests showed that
in the leadup to the Enbridge hearings, the National
Energy Board (NEB) worked together with CSIS
and the RCMP to ‘make security plans’, and that it
also coordinated with officials from Enbridge and
TransCanada Corporation. Further documents
received under the FOI showed that CSIS was
monitoring members of peaceful environmental
groups, and that the NEB was arranging for police
protection of Enbridge and TransCanada staff.
The complaint launched against CSIS was filed
by the BC Civil Liberties Association (BCCLA) and
stated that the spy agency infringed on rights to
freedom of expression, assembly and association by
spying on citizens opposed to Enbridge and other
pipeline projects, and that this was in violation of
the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. BCCLA also
claimed that surveillance activites may have
included illegal searches of private information.
CSIS is currently banned by law from gathering
information on the peaceful and democratic
activites of Canadians.
The BCCLA has also launched a similar claim
against the RCMP, though no date has yet been
announced for that hearing.
Activists involved in the claim have said that
they have spent months—some say years—
fighting off the feeling that they’re being watched.
‘It’s like when you park your vehicle in a bad spot
and have to walk there after dark. Or you come
home after a trip and the door is unlocked. Or you
peer into the webcam on your phone or computer
and wonder, is anyone there?’ Dogwood
spokesman Kia Nagata wrote in a recent blog
post, ‘This spring I couldn’t shake that creepy
sensation.’
Activists are still not sure exactly how or when
CSIS was spying on them, though it is clear from
FOI documents that a 2013 volunteer meeting in
Kelowna was under surviellance, and a peaceful
public rally against Enbridge in June of last year
also seems to have shown up in CSIS informationgathering records. Dogwood Initiative Director of
Organizing Celine Trojand, who attended the
meeting in Kelowna, says she is unsure of when
she was spied on. ‘I don’t know exactly how or
when,’ she said in a Dogwood press release. ‘It
may still be happening.’

CSIS, RCMP Collaborating
with Energy Sector

More than just the allegations of spying were
brought to light by the FOI requests of 2013. The
www.islandtides.com

documents received also showed evidence of
collaboration between CSIS, the RCMP and the
energy section. At the bi-annual ‘classified
briefings’ at Ottawa headquarters of CSIS,
members of Canada’s spy agencies met with
officials from the government and the energy
sector. The FOI documents show that a May 2013
meeting was sponsored by Enbridge, Bruce Power
and Brookfield. Members of the NEB were also in
attendence.
The meetings have been said to be used as an
opportunity to provide information to select
representatives of the energy sector, and for the
energy sector in turn to enlighten members of
security and lawkeeping organizations on issues
they would not normally be privy to. The BCCLA
says that is now concerned that information
gained from unlawful spying may have been
passed to members of the energy sector, such as
representatives of Enbridge and TransCanada.

Hearings Shrouded in Secrecy

Members of the public and media were prohibited
from attending August’s secret hearings, which
were conducted by the Security Intelligence
Review Committee (SIRC). As witnesses to the
hearing emerged from the court, each told the
waiting members of the BCCLA that they were not
allowed to talk about the proceedings of the
hearing. Media was not allowed to photograph
people leaving the courts, to prevent them from
capturing the image of a special agent on camera.
The lawyer who represented the BCCLA has also
been forbidden from discussing the hearings, and
cannot speak about his testimony even to the
people he is representing.
‘It’s basically like a black hole,’ said Kai Nagata
about the hearings. ‘Anyone who goes in comes
out mute.’

SIRC’s Role in the Hearings

SIRC was established at the same time as CSIS
and was designed to oversee the agency’s activities
and to investigate any complaints made
concerning CSIS. It was the center of a recent
controversy when it was revealed that SIRC chair,
former Conservative cabinet minister Chuck
Strahl, had registered as a lobbyist for Enbridge
Corporation. He resigned his post in January of
last year, though according to the CBC journalist
Greg Weston, Strahl ‘has long had a reputation as
one of the straightest arrows in Canadian politics,
and there is no evidence of any actual conflict of
interest in his work for Enbridge’. However,
Weston does remark that several other members
of SIRC have connections to the oil and gas
industry. Yves Fortier, a member of the
committee which reviewed the secret hearings,
was formerly a TransCanada board member and
still holds shares in the company.
There was still no word at press time as to what
results the hearing will most likely have. The
BCCLA has started a petition called ‘don’t spy on
me’, which can be found at www.bccla.org/dontspy-on-me/. 0

