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Retreat Cove, Galiano Island in late summer light. 

is now available at these SSEERRIIOOUUSS  CCOOFFFFEEEE  locations — look for the Island Tides yellow boxes!

Campbell River: Island Highway near Larwood Rd

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

Nanaimo—Across from the Hospital 

ggoooodd  rreeaaddiinngg,,  ggrreeaatt  ccooffffeeee  ——  iitt’’ss  ttiimmee  ttoo  ggeett  SSEERRIIOOUUSS!!                
More locations to follow—ask at your local Serious Coffee shop

With the end of the Cold War, many analysts
and policy makers imagined that the developed
world might actually move away from its
irrational attachment to militarization and war.
The most optimistic envisioned a huge,
international peace dividend, shifting untold
billions previously spent on conventional and
nuclear weapons to tackling poverty and
inequality around the world. Alas, the US had
no intention of dismantling NATO. For the US,
it was simple: NATO provided the sheen of
legitimacy for the extension of US power well
beyond its original mandate of Europe. 
Now, ironically, the Bush administration—

the most imperial of US governments in
generations—may well go down in history as
the one that crippled NATO and effectively left
the US isolated. Following the destruction of
human life in Iraq and Afghanistan and the
current escapade in Georgia, it is the possible
that the US will lose its already reluctant

European Union (EU) partners in making the
world safe for US oil companies. NATO risks, if
not outright dissolution, a credibility crisis
leading to political and military paralysis.

Afghanistan
NATO watchers repeatedly declare that losing
in Afghanistan simply ‘isn’t an option.’ But as
virtually every analyst is saying, losing in
Afghanistan with the current commitment of
NATO partners is, in fact, the only option. The
longer they stay, the more inept and indecisive
they appear. To even maintain the status quo
would need a doubling of troop levels, and this
simply will not happen. 
European populations have no stomach for

body bags from a war that is not in Europe’s
interests. France is now rethinking its existing
commitment, despite its president’s statement
to the contrary.

Has the US crippled NATO? 
Murray Dobbin
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NATO, please turn to page 10

Hunter running
for Victoria council
Lynn Hunter, who many will remember
as NDP member of parliament for
Saanich—Gulf Islands from 1988-1993,
has announce her candidacy for Victoria
city council in November’s civic
elections.
Since 1994, Hunter has been active in

a number of environmental and
humanitarian causes including David
Suzuki Foundation, the Coastal Alliance
for Aquaculture Reform (CAAR) and the
Pure Salmon Campaign. She is currently
a board member for Ecojustice, formerly
known as Sierra Legal Defense Fund. �

Changing the climate in
Ottawa
The Green Party of Canada has its first MP. In a surprise
move, MP for West Vancouver–Sunshine Coast–Sea to
Sky Country Blair Wilson, joined the Green Party at the
very end of August. He announced in Ottawa that he
will sit as Canada’s first ever Green MP. 
With an election imminent and the possible de-

railing of four by-elections, Green Party of Canada
spokespersons are ecstatic. ‘With a Green MP sitting in
the House of Commons, it will now be impossible to
exclude the Green Party from the televised leaders’
debates,’ said leader Elizabeth May.
Saanich–Gulf Islands Green Party Candidate

Andrew Lewis congratulated Wilson. ‘There’s a
tremendous buzz in the air,’ he reported after working
the Green Party booth at the Saanich Fair. 
‘It’s going to be the greenest election ever with Gary

Lunn up against three candidates with good green
credentials but,’ he adds with a smile in his voice, ‘if you
are going green you may as well vote for the real thing!’
A seasoned campaigner in Saanich–Gulf Islands,

Lewis first ran as a Green Party candidate in the 2001
BC provincial election, in which he earned over 25% of
the vote. Andrew has since run federally twice in
Saanich–Gulf Islands for the Green Party of Canada,
and retains the record for the highest vote for a federal
Green candidate, winning over 10,000 votes in 2004. �

Back to green school
The search for renewable energy training in
Canada has just become much easier: Clean
Energy Classrooms, Canada’s clean energy
training portal, is open for business. The online
directory of education options in the renewable
energy sector went live this summer and is now
available to students who are planning careers in
the field of sustainable energy and energy
efficiency. 
The project’s next phase is a print edition due

for release in October 2008. The print version
will be distributed to secondary schools,
employment centres, libraries, union halls and
other vocational information outlets.
Eric Smiley is the instructor of Vancouver

Island University’s new Green Building and
Renewable Energy Technician program. ‘The
Clean Energy Classrooms project provides a way
for our department to leverage scarce marketing
resources to reach the audiences that would be
most interested in our program,’ says Smiley.
Clean Energy Classrooms is a project of the

BC Sustainable Energy Association (BCSEA)
and Renewable Recruits, a green energy
promotions and recruiting firm. BCSEA
President Guy Dauncey says, ‘We truly hope this
training resource will help our country's
renewable energy sectors remain competitive as
demand for emissions-free energy increases.’

The project’s objectives made sense to BC’s
Ministry of Energy, Mines, and Petroleum
Resources, which provided seed money to kick-
start it.
Craig Dunn, spokesperson with the

Canadian Geothermal Energy Association, is
equally supportive. ‘This project is a way to
become known to students and skilled workers
seeking a future in renewable energy,’ says
Dunn. ‘The inspiring growth in the solar and
wind power sectors around the world over the
past five years is now being reflected in Canada.
The Canadian Wind Energy Association states
that 2007 was its second best year for
installations, just behind 2006, with the adding
of 386 megawatts of new capacity, for a total of
1,846 megawatts across the country. 2008 is
expected to best both previous years. Solar
energy also saw major gains, largely due to the
Ontario Standard Offer Program’s high
incentives for photovoltaic electricity. According
to the Canadian Geo-exchange Coalition,
ground-source thermal energy for residential
and commercial properties has grown by 40%
over the past three years.’
‘From Vancouver Island to Prince Edward

Island, this growing industry needs more trained
and capable employees,’ said Clean Energy
Classrooms project manager Randyn Seibold.  �

BC Ferries’ new
corporate office
BC Ferries has reached an agreement
with Jawl Investment Corporation
regarding the sale of its existing head
office building at 1112 Fort Street and the
relocation of its corporate headquarters
to a new office development in
downtown Victoria. The relocation is
scheduled for July of 2010. 
As part of the agreement, BC Ferries

will lease 90,000 square feet in a new
building currently under development at
800 Yates Street. BC Ferries has signed
a 15-year lease with renewal options for
up to an additional 20 years. The new
office development is registered as a
LEED Canada-NC project and is
targeting a Gold-level rating.  �



O
n the coast at least September is the ‘season of mists and
mellow fruitfulness’ and, I should add, the season for
heavy dews. In recent years in the UK, there has begun a

mild passion for ‘dew art’ whereby a grass-artist brushes a maze
or pattern on the dewy grass before breakfast. These ephemeral
designs are best appreciated from above, viewed from a deck or
window, or by walking them before the sun evaporates them,
and they look much better if you are holding a hot cup of coffee.

Potatoes
Speaking of projects, now is the time to dig and store potatoes in
a cool frost-free place. Most people keep the small ones as ‘seed’
for next year. However, the green ones are more resistant to rot
or drying out while in storage. I also found that many of the small
ones I missed germinated well enough left in the ground; a
covering of straw was sufficient to resist any errant frost. 

Apples
The next few weeks are also the time for picking and storing most
apples. The exception is Granny Smiths which taste better if left
on the tree until after frost. Assuming the raccoons don’t get
them first! Before storing them, always examine the fruit
carefully for any signs of damage that might lead to rot. I find
they keep well if wrapped individually in newspaper; never store
them with other produce because the gas given off by ripening
apples will cause other fruit to over-ripen very quickly  

Winter Sowing
Early in the month is the last time for sowing onions, lettuce,
rapini, & mesclun mixes for winter. Don’t forget to sow spinach,
parsley, bok choy, broccoli and other brassicas for next year.
Then, sometime before Thanksgiving, collect a few bags of
seaweed and dig it into a bed for garlic that will sprout and root
before the cold. Last year I did this with my shallots as well and
they are nearly the size of onions. 

Rhubarb & Asparagus
Rhubarb and asparagus will be fading fast now and a thick
covering of manure or compost over the crown will provide
stronger shoots next spring. Asparagus is also partial to salt, and
therefore appreciates a dressing of seaweed. Both plants are very
hardy so frost is not an issue but early heat is needed if you want
to pick them in February. These plants can also be forced by
lifting in the winter so allow them to rest now by removing any
remaining leaves.

Raspberries, Strawberries
Excepting late varieties, raspberries will have finished fruiting
and this is a good time to remove all the old canes and to shorten
and support the new ones followed once again by a thick layer of
manure or compost. The plants may seem dormant during the
winter but the roots are still growing slowly and taking in
nutrient in readiness for a burst of growth in spring. 
Strawberries too will produce much better next year if they

are planted out now in deep well-manured ground. If you have
the time and space, you can plant a few in pots to be taken inside
in October. Keep them in a greenhouse or cool window sill and
only water them when dry. 

Flowers
The flower garden can be extended in the same way by potting
up a few favourites such as geraniums, salvias, carnations,
antirrhinums, and pansies or violets for indoor use. Trim the
plants to remove any long shoots and old flowers and leave them
outside as long as there is some warm sun, after which they too
can be encouraged to continue flowering through January on a
cool north or east-facing window sill. 

Spring Bulbs
One of the fun activities in the flower garden this month is
planting bulbs. I choose bulbs that will naturalise in my garden
so I do not have to replace them each year. Daffodils are the most
obvious because the deer don’t like them. Dwarf varieties like
Tête-à-Tête will flower very early if planted near a south-facing
wall, while the larger daffodils and narcissi look better in drifts
under the fruit trees. I have also been successful naturalising
hyacinths in a bed under the blue geraniums where they provide
a fragrant mid-spring show; the deer sometimes nibble a few
leaves but will not touch the flowers. Hyacinths are one of those
curious bulbs which produce a growth inhibitor that retards their

development until the sun is warmer. That inhibitor is destroyed
by exposure to cold, hence they can be ‘pre-chilled’ in a
refrigerator and tricked into an early start. These treated bulbs
can be started outside, brought inside in November and be
flowering by Christmas. After which they can still be planted
outside again to flower next year. 

Sweet Peas
This is the best time to sow sweet peas. Sown in late September
through early October, sweet peas will germinate and develop 6-
12-inch shoots and long roots that will withstand all but the
hardest frosts. Sweet peas will initially send up a single shoot that
can last all winter to support the growing root system. The main
shoots, the ones that will grow to 8 or 10 feet, will only develop
later in spring when the weather is warmer. Ideally, they should
be set directly into deeply dug well-composted trenches where
they are to flower. I can rarely spare the space for them at this
time so mine end up in a couple of big pots from which I
transplant them in early spring. Transplanting always slows
them down for a couple of weeks but the trade off is that they can
be moved into a shed for a while if the winter turns really nasty.
Either way, I have a few to grow near the pergola and enough to
plant in the kitchen garden for continuous cut-flowers from June
through October. Under no circumstances should sweet peas be
used as food; many other pea shoots and flowers are not only
edible but very good; sweet peas, despite their appearance, can
make you ill.   

Recipes for September’s Weather

For a Cold Day - Burnt Apple Borscht
Prep Time 30 minutes, Cooking time 3 hours, Serves about 6

4 Tbsp Butter
1 Kilo fresh raw beets, peeled & chopped
a couple of leeks, chopped
1 cup of chopped cabbage or kale
2 carrots grated
2 onions grated
2 cloves mashed garlic
2 Kilos beef bones or ½ kilo stewing meat
salt, pepper, bay leaves, parsley
2 beaten eggs
2 large apples, sliced 
juice of 1 lemon
sour cream

Melt the butter in a large casserole and toss in the beets, leeks,
cabbage, carrots, onions & garlic. Saute for ten minutes stirring
frequently. Add the meat bones and seasoning, cover with cold
water and bring to a boil. Lower the heat and simmer for 2 ½
hours. Remove the beef bones and bay leaves if you can find
them. Put about half the vegetables and some stock in a blender,
add the eggs and puree until smooth. Return to the stock-pot and
stir well. Meanwhile, slice the apples and wash them in lemon
juice. Heat up the BBQ and grill on both sides until brown and
bubbly, or, fry in butter until golden. 
Ladle the soup into pre-heated bowls, add a generous dollop

of sour cream in the centre and float the apple slices around the
sides. Serve hot with fresh bread.

For a Hot Day – Apple Nut Salad
Prep time 10 minutes, Cooking time 10 minutes, Serves four

2 Tbsp butter
about 1 tbsp chilli powder
salt
1 cup of peanuts
2 crisp apples, cored & chopped
2 cups shredded lettuce
juice of 1 lemon
½ cup raisins

Melt the butter and add the chilli powder, salt and peanuts.
Mix well and cook gently for five minutes until hot and sizzling.
Add the apples and lemon juice and continue to heat stirring
regularly for a further five minutes. Quickly combine the hot mix
with the shredded lettuce, toss well and serve at once with a
topping of raisins.
Note: this can be as ‘hot’ or cool as you like. The hotness of the

chilli is mitigated by the cool apples and the cold lettuce. I haven’t
tried it with pears but that should work with walnuts and garden-
fresh figs.  �
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Fulford Tide Table Courtesy of
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AT FULFORD HARBOUR
SEPTEMBER

Day       Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m. Day       Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m.

1
MO

0520
1120
1810

9.2
4.3
10.5

2.8
1.3
3.2

2
TU

0019
0625
1157
1828

5.2
9.2
5.2
10.5

1.6
2.8
1.6
3.2

3
WE

0059
0733
1236
1847

4.3
8.9
6.2
10.2

1.3
2.7
1.9
3.1

4
TH

0140
0847
1318
1905

3.9
8.9
7.2
10.2

1.2
2.7
2.2
3.1

5
FR

0222
1012
1405
1922

3.6
9.2
8.2
9.8

1.1
2.8
2.5
3.0

6
SA

0306
1150
1508
1938

3.3
9.2
8.9
9.5

1.0
2.8
2.7
2.9

7
SU

0357
1319
1702
1947

3.3
9.5
9.2
9.5

1.0
2.9
2.8
2.9

8
MO

0453
1420

3.3
9.8

1.0
3.0

9
TU

0555
1501

3.3
10.2

1.0
3.1

10
WE

0654
1533
2113
2335

3.3
10.2
8.5
8.9

1.0
3.1
2.6
2.7

11
TH

0747
1558
2127

3.3
10.2
8.2

1.0
3.1
2.5

12
FR

0058
0832
1618
2144

8.9
3.3
10.2
7.9

2.7
1.0
3.1
2.4

13
SA

0207
0912
1636
2204

9.2
3.3
9.8
7.2

2.8
1.0
3.0
2.2

14
SU

0310
0949
1652
2230

9.2
3.6
9.8
6.2

2.8
1.1
3.0
1.9

15
MO

0411
1023
1707
2300

9.5
4.3
10.2
5.2

2.9
1.3
3.1
1.6

16
TU

0513
1058
1722
2337

9.5
4.9
10.2
4.3

2.9
1.5
3.1
1.3

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

AT POINT ATKINSON
SEPTEMBER

Day       Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m. Day       Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m.

1
MO

0018
0556
1209
1833

7.2
13.5
5.2
14.8

2.2
4.1
1.6
4.5

2
TU

0058
0651
1246
1858

6.2
13.1
6.6
14.8

1.9
4.0
2.0
4.5

3
WE

0137
0749
1323
1922

5.6
12.8
7.9
14.1

1.7
3.9
2.4
4.3

4
TH

0216
0853
1403
1945

5.2
12.8
9.2
13.8

1.6
3.9
2.8
4.2 

5
FR

0257
1005
1449
2008

4.9
12.5
10.5
13.5

1.5
3.8
3.2
4.1

6
SA

0341
1124
1548
2032

4.9
12.8
11.2
12.8

1.5
3.9
3.4
3.9

7
SU

0431
1245
1726
2102

4.9
12.8
11.8
12.5

1.5
3.9
3.6
3.8

8
MO

0529
1357
1924
2151

5.2
13.1
11.8
12.1

1.6
4.0
3.6
3.7

9
TU

0633
1451
2036
2316

5.2
13.2
11.5
11.8

1.6
4.1
3.5
3.6

10
WE

0736
1532
2115

4.9
13.8
11.2

1.5
4.2
3.4

11
TH

0052
0832
1604
2144

11.8
4.6
13.8
10.5

3.6
1.4
4.2
3.2

12
FR

0210
0918
1631
2212

12.1
4.6
13.8
9.8

3.7
1.4
4.2
3.0

13
SA

0310
0959
1653
2241

12.5
4.6
14.1
8.9

3.8
1.4
4.3
2.7

14
SU

0402
1036
1713
2313

13.1
4.6
14.1
7.9

4.0
1.4
4.3
2.4

15
MO

0453
1111
1732
2347

13.5
5.2
14.4
6.6

4.1
1.6
4.4
2.0

16
TU

0543
1147
1754

13.8
6.2
14.4

4.2
1.9
4.4

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
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Your Island’s Concrete Solution

With Onsite Concrete there is no waste and
less impact on the environment. 
Slinger services also available. 

IS YOUR
WELL WATER

SAFE TO DRINK?
Contamination can occur

without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

fax: 250-656-0443     Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net

2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

250-656-1334

Good Life Gardening ~ Brian Crumblehulme

September Calendar



I
t’s  been raining in mid-August! Not just a
cheerful daytime downpour that makes us
all feel secure that the groundwater is

recharging but rain that brings thoughts of grey
winter days and gets you to light the fire to feel
cozy!
The pasture is responding by leaping to

green life. My family members who have
traveled from the blazing-hot southern United
States are interested in the novelty of Pacific
Northwest rain. I am ready for blue skies!
Two trucks and about six guys came over to

paint us a schoolbus-yellow line down the
middle of our winding, narrow Island roads.
The line is so bright, so new. Cheerfully
exuberant where the paint applicator bounced
over the potholes in the middle of the road,
leaving grand squiggles! 

Trust Stewardship Awards
A marvelous sunny Saturday was the day for
our Island Trustees Brian Hollingshead and
Tom Johnstone to present Island Trust awards
to four members of the community on August
16. It was a joyful event—about 60 people came
to witness community and Islands Trust-wide
appreciation for community members who
work toward the greater good.  
The Community Hall was bright with

sunshine and the Women’s Service Club had a
lovely tea laid out. Trustee Hollingshead began
by apologizing to the crowd for pulling everyone
in from the sunshine and the crowd corrected
him—we were excited and pleased to be there.
The community was glad to be part of a
ceremony that gave a chance to thank these
people for long-term, inspired commitment.  
Geri Crooks was given the Enduring

Achievement Award for her 19-years in the fire

department and the creation and continuing
leadership of the emergency first responder
team. To have an effective first responder team
gives the community security.
Rick Jones received the award for the Lyall

Creek Salmon and Trout Enhancement Project
that has reinvigorated the creek and gotten the
salmon run stabilized and expanding again. 
Judy Tipple was honoured for keeping the

Saturna Scribblermagazine in inspiring covers
and interesting articles and local news. 
John Money for community service and

serving on the Islands Trust for many years. 
We were delighted to see them get the

recognition they deserve. Each recipient
described themselves briefly and the project for
which they were receiving an award. They
honoured their co-workers, emphasizing to the
audience that theirs was the name on an effort
that involves many dedicated people. Islanders
have been with them every step of  the way as
they argue for more money for this or that, and
get other people to volunteer too. These familiar
neighbors inspire the rest of us by their
dedication and passion. 

Marine Mammals
This seems to an unusually good year for
viewing marine mammals. Recently Rick Jones
and other Tumbo Channel residents have
enjoyed watching several groups of transient
orcas that have been working the islets around
Tumbo Island. They seem to travel in groups of
four or so with one group of eight. Transients
have a smaller white saddle than our resident
orcas and a more pointy dorsal fin. Transient
and resident orcas do not mix. 
Transient orcas are ferocious hunters. Rick

and a friend watched a large transient bull

move right up into two feet of water on one side
of a reef by Cabbage Island while the rest of the
group were on the other side waiting for a
spooked seal to leap into the water, into their
waiting jaws. 
Peter Stolting who offers scenic tours said a

super-pod of 100 or more transient orca was
observed south of Saturna on Hein Bank close
to Stuart Island. Peter reports the transients are
quite shy and leave an area with whale watching
boats, unlike our ‘J,’ ‘K,’ and ‘L’ resident orca
pods who often will stay around the boats. 
Stolting also watched a small group of

transient orcas toss around a big piece of
harbour porpoise as the older ones were
teaching the younger whales how to eat—grisly
but all part of the chain of life.   
Peter Stolting reports that whale-watching

businesses are good at self-regulate and that
many tourists and locals know the rules and ask
before boarding if the company is compliant
with the guidelines. ‘Strait Watch’ a Canadian
group and ‘Sound Watch’ an American group
have been out on the water telling private
boaters the strict regulations surrounding
viewing marine mammals. Many Islanders also
keep a sharp eye out from the shore and report
infringements.
On a very exciting note, a group of 300 or so

white-sided dolphins have been seen in the
middle of the Strait of Georgia. 
Several people have also reported grey

whales in the Strait of Georgia recently. This is
very good news as there was a resident
population in these inside waters in earlier
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More daily flights home from the Mainland
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For scheduled flight info call 

1-800-447-3247
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seairseaplanes.com

• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
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Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
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ISLANDS TRUST - LOCAL TRUSTEES 
NOTICE OF NOMINATION - 2008 GENERAL LOCAL ELECTION

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given to the electors of Galiano Island, Mayne Island, North Pender Island, Salt Spring Island, Saturna Island
and South Pender Island Local Trust Areas that nominations for the office of Local Trustee will be received between: 9:00am, Tuesday,
September 30, 2008 and 4:00pm, Friday, October 10, 2008.

This notice is being published in this newspaper as a convenience only and not in accordance with the legal requirements pursuant to the Local Government Act.

During that period, nomination documents shall only be received during
regular office hours, 8:30am - 4:30pm, Monday – Friday excluding statutory
holidays, by a person designated by the Chief Election Officer at the
Capital Regional District, Administration Dept., 5th  Floor, 625 Fisgard
St., Victoria, B.C.
Should anyone wish to file nomination documents in other than office hours,
arrangements may be made by phoning the Chief Election Officer at 250-
472-0059.
Representation for the Islands Trust will be as listed below and shall be for a
3-year term commencing December 2008 and terminating December 2011:
Galiano Island Two Trustees
Mayne Island Two Trustees
North Pender Island Two Trustees 
Salt Spring Island Two Trustees
Saturna Island Two Trustees
South Pender Island Two Trustees
Candidates shall be nominated in writing by two duly qualified electors of
the Local Trust Area in which the candidate is running for office. The
nomination documents shall be in the form prescribed in the Local
Government Act and shall state the name and residence of the person
nominated in such a manner as to sufficiently identify such candidate. The
nomination documents shall be subscribed to by the candidate.  At the time
of filing the nomination documents, the candidate shall also file with the
Chief Election Officer or a person designated by the Chief Election Officer a
written disclosure, as required under the Financial Disclosure Act.
Further information on the requirements and procedures for making a
nomination and copies of all forms are available at:

• Capital Regional District, Administration Dept., 5th Floor, 
625 Fisgard St., Victoria, BC  Tel: 250-360-3128 or toll free 
1-800-663-4425, local 3128 for Gulf Island residents; 

• Islands Trust, #200-1627 Fort St., Victoria, BC  Tel: 250-405-5174;
• Islands Trust, #1-500 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, 

Tel: 250-537-9144;
• or by calling the Chief Election Officer at 250-472-0059.

Dated this 2nd day of September, 2008
Thomas F. Moore,

Chief Election Officer
The following constitutes the designated island Local Trust Areas for the
purpose of electing local trustees to the Islands Trust:
Galiano Island Local Trust Area - Galiano, Ballingall, Charles, Gossip,
Julia, Lion Islets, Parker, Retreat, Sphinx, Wise, Lot 145 Whaler Bay.
Mayne Island Local Trust Area - Mayne, Curlew, Georgeson
North Pender Local Trust Area - North Pender, Boat Islet, Fane, Roe Islet,
Lot 31 A & B Colston Cove, Lot 50 Grimmer Bay, Lot 176 Otter Bay, Lot 32
Bedwell Harbour, Arbutus, Brethour, Chads, Coal, Comet, D'Arcy, Forrest,
Gooch, Goudge, Hood, Imrie, James, Knapp, Portland, Pym, Rubly, Rum,
Sidney, Tortoise Islets.
Salt Spring Island Local Trust Area - Salt Spring, Acland, Bright, Buriel
Islet, Channel, Deadman, Goat, Grace, Hall, Hawkins, Idol, Isabella,
Jackscrew, Mowgli, Norway, Piers, Prevost, Red Islets, Russell, Secretary,
Secret, Sisters - First, Second, Third, Wallace, Lot 73 Long Harbour, Lot
349 Ganges Harbour, Lot 222 Long Harbour, Lot 344 Stuart Channel.
Saturna Island Local Trust Area - Saturna, Anniversary, Belle Chain Islets,
Cabbage, Java Islets, King Islets, Lizard, Pine, Samuel, Trevor Islet, Tumbo,
Lot 65 East of Samuel.
South Pender Local Trust Area - South Pender, Blunden Islet, Skull Islet.

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
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#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC
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Editorial: Islands Trust Stepping Up

EVERGREEN- Bowen Island
from $525,000 
A place where Nature is revered. A place where
homes are crafted. A place where life is balanced.
Meander through the rich coastal forest and emerge
at The Ridge. Time Stands Still. This is a once in a
lifetime opportunity to own one of four bare lots
that will be made available to the public. 
www.evergreenbowen.com
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O
nthe Islands, we are at the end of an Islands Trust 3-year
term (some nomination ads are in this edition and the
election is scheduled for November 15.)

An active public interest in governance has arisen during the
last 3 years; island-by-island and overarching watch-dog groups
have formed. It has been a term of global shift and grass-roots
change. Gone are the starry-eyed days when the Islands Trust
had found its feet and people still believed that all trustees were
‘good guys’ in preserve and protect terms, or at least wouldn’t say
otherwise. 
The Islands Trust is an uneasy structure of trusteeship

through election. This might not matter too much with a stable
long-term resident population, where people could remember
years gone by. But with the Islands’ massively increased and
rapidly changing population may have little knowledge of the
reality of important issues. Our Islands, and our way-of-life,
touch and teach all who come here but too often people move on
after about five years, taking that knowledge with them; we are
constantly starting afresh.
Have you noticed how the relative values of your property tax

assessment has switched between your buildings and your land in
the last few years? This increasing value of land on the Islands has
made us far too interesting to off-Island developers and property
speculators. Sadly, the amount of money to be made from land
development has also made it worthwhile to encourage candidates
who may not have long-sighted trusteeship as their main objective.
For voters, the complexity of issues can be bewildering and

the political aspects of an election—maneuverings, lobbying,
misinformation, even whisper campaigns—may cause the
election of people not interested in ‘preserve and protect’—
except perhaps for protection of vested interests. 
Those who are not interested in politicking are sometimes

reluctant to stand as candidates; who wants local squabbles for

breakfast, lunch and dinner? And who wants to maintain a
rather solitary aloofness from the chumminess of Islands’ life?
And, often, those who are interested in stewardship are looking
for wider perspective, especially these days.
Recent events bring good news for them. Galiano Island

trustees’ August request that Trust Council look at two bylaws,
previously turned down, has moved the Islands Trust up a level.
No matter why it was requested; for the first time Trust Council
was asked to oversee the affairs of an island. No matter who said
what at that meeting; at last Council sees itself as more than a
cozy discussion group. The federation for ‘preserve and protect’
was strengthened and trustees were allowed a wider perspective,
compelling them to engage with the history and affairs of
another island. From the comments of many trustees, it was
clear that they already understood this broader role and were
able to give it voice for the first time.
This should encourage those who value stewardship and the

wider view to stand as candidates. Looking at mega-issues like
climate change and how they relate to the Island Trust federation
will be possible; as well as how this manifests on a particular island.
This broader perspective lets in some welcome fresh air.

Islands’ grass-roots, watch-dog groups are engaged, engaging,
and ready to help. This is an exciting time when our area, the
Salish Sea, with our ‘preserve and protect’ mandate’ can be at the
cutting edge of innovation and change. Innovation and change,
excitingly, meshes with ‘preserve and protect.’ If ever there was a
time for people with a will to serve ‘preserve and protect,’ in its
broadest terms, to be nominated, it is now.

On another note: you will notice that Patrick Brown is absent
from our pages this edition. He is in hospital in Sechelt working
on getting his ticker tocking properly again. Get well soon
Patrick!

BC Ferries —Money Wasted On Frills
Dear Editor:
The letter from Walter Baker of Mayne Island in the last issue of
Island Tides, commenting on irresponsible spending of public
money by BC Ferries, sums up pretty well the views of many
people who use the ferries. I also have been wondering when this
spending spree is going to stop.
With the current high cost of fuel, one would think that BC

Ferries could make cuts to some of their planned spending on
various upgrades and changes, and show some responsibility
when it comes to fare increases. My income has not increased by
80% (ha! I wish!) over the past few years, in line with the ferry
fares, and nor have most other people’s, I would guess. BC
Ferries needs to draw the line at ‘reasonable’!
The liberal spending is so evident that it has become the

discussion point for pretty well all ferry travelers. How many
times, and for how long, do we need to keep reminding the ferry
corporation that they have a responsibility to the traveling
public, to keep costs down and spending to a minimum. BC
Ferries should be simply providing an extension of the highway,
to get people from Point A to Point B; their mandate is not fancy
terminals, first class tourism or luxury cruise line travel.  

Ann Granger, Pender Island 

LNG on Texada Island
Dear Editor: 
West Pac’s LNG project on Texada Island would be dangerous and
destructive for the entire south coast of BC. If the public was
properly informed this idea would have been dismissed a year ago. 
Thanks to all who persevered in their efforts to get the

message out. We, the vast majority of Texadans who despise this
proposal will not back down.
Remember, Texada is the largest land mass in the Straight of

Georgia, and we are your neighbors. 
Torontonians are concerned about 10-thousand litres of

propane. Each LNG tanker will carry a minimum of 55 thousand
tons of super condensed (600x) natural gas. It will burn.
The CMA is expressing concern about growing numbers of

Canadians dying and otherwise suffering due to air pollution.
Simply imagine the omissions of 500,000 automobiles on
Texada Island. That would approximate the air born toxins
which would be caused by West Pac’s initial gas-powered power
plant on our island. Texada then would truly be seen as an
‘industrial island’ and the energy sector would have a free-for-all.

Bruce Thurston, Texada Island

Trusting the Trust
Dear Editor:
As a member of the Islands Trust Council I would like to address
the comments made by Terry Hanna in the August 21 Island Tides.
He wonders what the twelve trustees were thinking who voted in
favour of approving the Galiano bylaws that were submitted to
Trust Council. He suggests the federation is weakening.
I believe it was quite unhelpful that some members of the

public framed Council’s consideration of these bylaws as a make-
or-break decision for the Islands Trust mandate while others
framed it as a make-or-break decision for local democracy. My

view is that it was neither. It was a statutory process to consider
whether particular bylaws addressing a particular situation on a
particular island were in compliance with the Islands Trust
Policy Statement. And those particulars were considerable!
Trustees prepared by studying three, thick binders of materials
before coming to the meeting. We spent about four-and-a-half
hours the evening before our meeting getting technical
information on the issues from staff and legal counsel. Many of
us did not get much sleep that night as we continued to review
the material. The deliberations indicated deep thought by
Council members.
The staff report on the proposed bylaws had concluded that

they were in compliance with the directive policies of the policy
statement. The Executive Committee concluded that they were
not. A split decision of the Council was hardly surprising.
A number of years ago I was a member of a Trust Council task

force that reviewed the Policy Statement and made a
recommendation to strengthen the wording of policies; some of
us thought existing policies were insufficiently clear. Our
recommendation was turned down by Council (by about two
thirds to a third, as I recall) with trustees speaking in favour of
retaining the existing degree of autonomy for Local Trust
Committees. This leaves it very much open to impretation as to
whether provisions of proposed bylaws have addressed or have
not addressed particular policies.
Although I voted to not approve the Galiano bylaws (after

much thought I identified one policy with which the proposed
bylaws appeared to be at variance) I can fully understand why
other trustees voted differently. I think it is inappropriate to
characterize such votes as indicating a lack of commitment to the
federation. My sense is that these trustees saw the proposed
bylaws being held to a higher standard than has been applied to
other Trust Area bylaws that have been approved. Other trustees
had reasons for applying the standards they did to come to a
non-compliance position. I believe both positions were arrived at
out of a commitment to a successful federation and to the
diligent pursuit of the Islands Trust object.
Trustees are elected to give their best consideration to the

issues before them in light of the special mandate of the Islands
Trust. I am impressed with how diligently Council members
pursue these responsibilities. It should not be considered
surprising that from time to time there will be a range of
perspectives on how to best pursue common objectives—
particularly in this case where a long-standing, complex issue
has eluded final resolution through various processes overseen
by several successive Galiano Local Trust Committees.
It is my hope that some of the thoughtful suggestions

articulated during Council’s deliberations will assist the trustees,
residents and property owners of Galiano in coming together
around a balanced, reasonable and timely outcome that
addresses both Islands Trust policy and community well-being.
I believe that Council, including through its Executive
Committee, will take steps to provide clarity and support for
achieving such an outcome.

Tony Law, Hornby Island Local Trustee

LETTERS, please turn to next page
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SSaattuurrddaayyss  iinn  SSeepptteemmbbeerr
Galiano Saturday Market—come rain or shine—eat great food,
listen to music and support the local economy; a little bit of
everything: arts and crafts, market gardeners, healing arts and
fleamarket • Lions Park, Burrill Road • 10am–2pm • Info: Andrea,
250-539-3700 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

SSaattuurrddaayyss  ttiillll  TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg
Pender Islands Farmers’ Market—’Come drop by ‘cuz you
just never know what you’ll find or who you’ll meet;’ fresh, local
produce; baked goods and cheeses; local art and artisan works •
Community Hall • Every Saturday 9:30am-1pm • ON PENDER
ISLAND

TThhuurrss  ttoo  SSuunn,,  SSeepptt  44  ttoo  77
Salt Spring Island GLBT Pride—Sept 7: Art crawl at TJ
Bean's, 6pm; Sept 5: Ivan Coyote at Lions Club $20, 7:30pm; Sept
6: Pride Parade meets at Mahon Hall 11am; Barley Wik at
Centennial Park 1-4pm; Pride Party and Dance at Barb's, 8:00pm;
Sept 7: Potluck picnic, Ruckle Park, site 3, noon-4pm • Info:
www.saltspring.com/glossi • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  1133
CRD Third Annual Hartland Open
House—behind the scenes look at your
community's biggest waste and recycling
depot, play with mini-machines in the
giant sandbox, take a guided tour of the
landfill, climb aboard monster machines
like dump trucks, tractors and
bulldozers and get a free take-home
photo, free hot dogs, hamburgers and juice • Hartland Landfill, 1
Hartland Avenue, off West Saanich Road • 9:30am-2pm • Info:
CRD Hotline 250-360-3030 • IN SAANICH

SSaattuurrddaayyss,,  SSeepp  1133  aanndd  2277
Pender Film Group Screenings—SAT SEPT 13: The
Counterfeiters (2007) true story of the largest counterfeiting
operation in history, set up by the Nazis in 1936; SAT SEPT 27:
The Visitor (2007) A widowed college professor travels toNew
York City to find illegal immigrants living in his apartment • All
shows 7:30pm, except where otherwise noted • Community Hall •
Admission by donation • Info: www.penderislands.org • ON
PENDER ISLAND

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  1133
Garage Sale—furniture, household items, spotting scope, wind
speed indicator, and other goodies • 10am • Southlands Drive, ON
SOUTH PENDER ISLAND

SSuunnddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  1144
The Haven Open House 25th
Anniversary Celebration—join us to
learn more about The Haven and
celebrate our first 25 years (and the next
25 too!); come and bring your friends to
this free event • 240 Davis Road • 1–4pm
• Info: 1-877-247-9238, www.haven.ca, info@haven.ca • ON
GABRIOLA ISLAND

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  2200
Contra Dance—dance to the music of Rig a Jig with caller Doug
Paterson; similar to square dancing but couples progress down
the lines so you’ll dance with everyone; partner not required, fun
for all ages • Community Hall • 7:30pm • $10, children under 12
free, $25 family rate • Info: 250-629-6639,
www.victoriacontradance.com • ON PENDER ISLAND

SSuunnddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  2211
A Great Day to Waste—no-charge drop-off event for household
hazardous waste • Recycling Depot, 349 Rainbow Road •
11am–4pm • Info: CRD Hotline at 1-800-663-4425, local 3030 or
www.crd.bc.ca/hhw • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

SSuunnddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  2288
10th Annual Salt Spring Island
Apple Festival—growing over 350
varieties of apples organically;
celebrating red-fleshed apples• Fulford
Hall plus 15 farms • 9am–5pm • Info:
www.saltspringmarket.com/apples • ON
SALT SPRING ISLAND

Local & Salish Sea-wide
Visibility For Your Event

islandtides@islandtides.com • 250-629-3660

LETTERS from previous page
Elect Trustee We Can Trust

Dear Editor:
With the historic decisions of the Island’s Trust Executive and
Island’s Trust Council against the latest solution to the Galiano
problem could we please elect more local trustees who will
respect the Islands Trust Policy Statement and Mandate and quit
pandering to the forest lot owners? Most of them do not, and
never will, live here. The number of trustees from other islands
who supported the bylaws in ignoring the Islands Trust Policy
Statement was shocking!
Every trust election since I moved here 19 years ago has been

fought over the Forest Lands. Compromise after compromise
has been made but they keep coming back for more! There is no
solution to greed. Greed always comes back for more! Very rare
is the person who will accept less and I am honoured to know
several who have voluntarily put covenants on their land to
protect it after they are gone. Why do forest lot owners so
determinedly refuse to do so when it benefits them with
development rights?
During their term Trustees Sharp and Smith have completely

forgotten all their campaign promises to deal with other issues.
Short Term Vacation Rentals and Affordable housing haven’t
even been discussed while legitimate accommodations struggle
to survive and workers pay more exorbitant rents for poorer
accommodations. Private interest applications are fast-tracked
while public interest issues get knocked further and further
down the work list. The August Galiano Local Trust Committee
meeting was cancelled because there was no business?
All Gulf Islanders need to get busy and elect trustees we can

trust to act in the public interest with an eye to the future. It’s
time to get active before we all wake up in bedroom
communities! We can start by joining The Gulf Islands Alliance.

Cheryl Bastedo, Galiano Island
Oh Deer!

Dear Editor: 
A recent story in Macleans magazine ‘The Bambi Epidemic’
focused on whitetail deer population explosions in eastern
Canada. The problem is similar with their black-tailed cousins on
the west coast, particularly on the Gulf Islands.
In Victoria deer are moving into town and are now a common

sight in any of the more woodsy parts of the city, but, the
problem there is nothing compared to the ecological devastation
deer are causing on the Southern Gulf Islands. On most of the
newly created Gulf Islands National Park Reserve, deer make a
mockery of the parks objective of preserving biodiversity. For
example, on Pender Island, in areas designated Garry oak
meadows (an endangered ecosystem) there are no Garry oak, or
arbutus seedlings. Understory plants and shrubs that should be
present, such as camas, shooting stars, satin flowers, licorice fern,

fawn lily, saskatoon berry, snowberry or red-currant can only be
found on places deer can’t reach such as near-vertical cliff faces.
Natural predators, in this case cougar, black bears and wolves

were eliminated from the islands many years ago by settlers
farming sheep and cattle. Until relatively recently, hunting by the
mostly rural human population kept deer numbers in check. As
in eastern Canada, hunting has become less popular or
prohibited.
Humans have caused this unnatural situation and humans

have a responsibility to correct it. An integrated program of
fencing and culling could still save at least samples of rare
ecosystems. A more natural solution, the reintroduction of
predators, is unlikely given land uses on the islands.

Bruce Pendergast, Pender Island

Even Better Living
Dear Editor:
While I wholeheartedly agree with everything that Brian
Crumblehulme stated in his article of August 21, ‘Cultivating
Democracy, or, Democracy Begins With Dinner,’ I was extremely
disappointed that he neglected to proffer the most important and
effective advice regarding our food choices. Global warming,
environmental degradation, human health and animal welfare
are profoundly influenced by our insatiable demand for meat. By
cutting down or cutting out meat from our diet, we can address
all these problems, whether we are willing to make an effort to
buy local or not. Going vegetarian or vegan can make a huge
difference, but even having two meat-free days a week will help.
The United Nations says: The livestock sector emerges as one

of the top two or three most significant contributors to the most
serious environmental problems at every scale, from local to
global. Using grains to feed livestock has helped create shortages
of wheat, soybeans and corn, raising prices beyond the reach of
poor people in developing countries. Animal protein production
requires more than eight times as much fossil-fuel energy as does
production of plant protein. 
A major study by the World Cancer Research Fund found:

‘There is strong evidence that red and processed meats are
causes of bowel cancer.’ Meat has also been associated with
obesity, heart disease and high blood pressure.

And finally, there is the issue of animal cruelty. More animals
are suffering on intensive factory farms than at any other time in
human history. In Canada alone, more than 640 million animals
are slaughtered for their flesh every year and their lives are hell
from birth to death.
It’s so simple. The most effective thing any single person can

do to affect all of these issues is to eat less meat. For more
information visit www.vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca.

Debra Probert, Vancouver Humane Society

Paradox of BC’s economic
boom means no payoff for
casual workers, says study
Despite solid economic growth and low unemployment rates, BC
is home to a growing number of casual workers who struggle to
achieve economic security, according to a new study by two
University of Northern BC professors.
Improving the Economic Security of Casual Workers in BC,

released today by the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives,
looks at the troubling contradiction between BC's booming
economy and the precarious situation of workers who lack
secure jobs. The study defines casual workers as employees who
work without a contract or who have a contract lasting six
months or less. 
‘Casual workers are caught in a double bind: low pay means

they need to work more hours, taking on more work shifts. But
irregular hours, shift work, short call-ins and minimal notice of
scheduling are undermining their ability to balance work and
family obligations,’ says Fiona MacPhail, University of Northern
BC Professor and study co-author. ‘Life is a scramble for casual
workers, and recent provincial policy changes have made getting
by even tougher.’
The authors examined Statistics Canada data and surveyed

160 casual workers from Vancouver and Prince George. Among
their key findings:
The number of casual workers in BC increased by about

59,000 between 1997 and 2007. Casual workers as a percentage
of all employed workers increased from 10–12% among women
and from 9–10% among men.
Casual workers experience a high degree of economic

insecurity with respect to income, skills, employment,
representation, and control of their time.
Women are more likely to be casual workers than men, and

non-Canadian-born respondents reported lower levels of basic
security than Canadian-born respondents, including difficulty
accessing food, housing and health care.
Contrary to popular belief, most people do not choose casual

work. About 80% of survey respondents reported actively
seeking permanent work.

LETTERS, please turn to page 10
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Getting
Around

Formed earlier this summer,
the Gabriola Transportation

Association (GTA) has many projects in the
works to get islanders moving, together. An
online ride-share program has been established
for local as well as commuter use. 
As previously reported, a feasibility study is

planned to investigate options for a bus route,
including operating that system with local
waste vegetable oil. As a registered society,
GTA is also asking for residents to donate their
$100 Climate Action Dividend to the study and
a year-long trial run of the bus system. On the
ferry front, the GTA will consult with the Ferry
Advisory Committee.
On September 13, Penders’ alternative

transportation society ‘Moving Around
Pender’(MAP) is holding a parade to the
community hall and a forum at the hall. 

Missing The Potholes
Mayne Island is the next on the list for some
road resurfacing. Paving is scheduled to take
place this month. $500,000 will black-top 4
kilometres of the Island’s roads. Mainroad
Contracting will upgrade Village Bay, Campbell
Bay, Horton Bay, Fernhill Roads and Marine
and Wooddale Drives. Minor traffic delays at
the active work site can be expected.

Otters go to Provincials
Five members of the Pender Island Otters swim
club competed at BC’s Provincial Swimming
Championships in Trail on August 15 to 17 (see
photo above). The city greeted the swimmers
with signs along the way. Hotels were booked
months in advance all the way to Castlegar. The
streets surrounding the pool were covered with
RVs filled with swimmers and their families.
Day camps were set up in the ball field next to
the pool. This gave swimmers a time to, eat, rest
and talk about the events of the day under team
tents. 

Round The Islands
Christa Grace-Warrick
Brian Crumblehulme
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Discover
Nature...

it’s your
new

home

www.calicologhomes.com
Maple Ridge, BC Canada
Toll free: 1-866-462-9608

Discover a new way of living. Surround yourself 
with nature’s purest building material, nature itself. 

Pure natural log homes by Calico have been shipped around the world for 35 years. From 
recreational cottages to executive homes... What nature grows, we profile into perfect log 
retreats. Isn't it time you started living more naturally? Make the call today, or check us out 
on the web. You'll be glad you discovered nature's purest way of living. 

Calico, where nature becomes your home.

Hot Sum
m

er Sale

up to 15%
 OFF

Hurry offer ends this Septem
ber 21 sharp!

CABLE INSTALLATION SCHEDULE – Trincomali Channel and Strait of Georgia

Construction Activity Schedule 
(subject to change)

Installation of cables in Trincomali Channel early to mid-August 2008

Installation of cables in the Strait of Georgia mid-August to late September 2008

Construction work at cable terminal stations on 
Salt Spring Island, Parker Island and Galiano Island

continuing through mid-October 2008

Kim Davis
250-629-3762

Structural & Artistic Design
Fabrication & Repairs

Mobile Service

B
ritish Columbia’s carbon tax holds the
potential to inspire a new vision: to
transform the economy from the brown,

carbon-based solutions of the past to the clean-
green, sustainable solutions of the future.
The citizens of British Columbia understand

how crucial this transformation is. Poll after
poll confirms that British Columbians and
Canadians are worried about global warming
and want action to reduce greenhouse gas
pollution. British Columbians want to change;
they just need some leadership.
British Columbia has already taken large

strides towards a North American leadership
position by setting clear targets for reducing its
greenhouse gas emissions. The province’s
target is 33% reductions by 2020. Its plan to
make progress towards this target includes a

carbon tax and the elimination of old-style coal-
fired power plants.
What’s missing is a clear vision of British

Columbia’s new green economy.
A vision that outlines a progressive and

bright future where British Columbians are part
of the solution, where they are selling their
solutions to others and leading the world.
Emission reduction targets, carbon taxes

and cap-&-trade systems are essential
ingredients, but they are not a vision. A vision is
something that inspires people to change the
way they live, play and do business. A clearly
articulated vision for a healthy and vibrant
future would be something British Columbians
could rally behind and would help the

Pender Otters swim team at provincial meet.

RTI, please turn to page 8

CCrreeaattiinngg  aa  SSuussttaaiinnaabbllee  VViissiioonn  ffoorr  aa
GGrreeeenneerr  WWoorrlldd  ~~  JJoosshhaa  MMaaccNNaabb

GREEN VISION, please turn to page 9



Casual workers have been negatively affected by specific
policy changes introduced in BC from 2001 onwards, including
the reduction of the minimum wage to $6 for the first 500 hours
of work and changes to the Labour Relations Code that make it
harder to unionize.
While the rate of casual employment is dropping elsewhere in

Canada, in BC it is growing. In order to change this, among the
study’s recommendations are :
• Increase the minimum wage and index it to inflation;
• Strengthen features of the Employment Standards Act (ESA) 
such as increasing the minimum shift (from two to four 
hours), posting work schedules, lengthening the notice 
before the start of the shift and providing termination notice;

• Expand coverage of the ESA to include all unionized workers, 
independent contractors, and workers in all occupations, 
including agricultural workers and truck drivers; and

• Enforce the ESA by eliminating the ‘self-help’ kit and re-
instituting direct monitoring and enforcement.

‘BC is often promoted as ‘the best place to invest’,’ says UNBC
Professor and report co-author Paul Bowles. ‘But if it is also
going to be the ‘best place to work,’ the provincial government
needs to rethink its approach.’ �
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NICK FRANCIS 1929-2008

F Neil (Nick) Francis, RCAF Squadron Leader (retired), died
Thursday, August 7, 2008, of complications following surgery
for sarcoma. 
He died working hard to get well, helping the magnificent

medical team around him. His great heart could not
overcome the trauma caused by a C-difficile bacterial
infection contracted in hospital.
He delight in things that fly, the joy of reading, sharing

music and good food, walking the island roads and
volunteering.  Before arriving on Galiano Island, Nick had
already succeeded in several careers as a pilot, educator,
aviation historian, and children’s author.
Nick loved his life on Galiano during twenty beautiful and

fulfilling years and wished to honour community in every
way. His friends and family will gather on Saturday,
September 20, 1pm at the Galiano Community Hall to
celebrate his love of life. Come to share some stories,
memories and conversation with the remarkable breadth of
people touched by Nick. He wanted a party, not a funeral, so
help us do just that. 
Donations will be received in Nick’s memory for the Galiano

Conservancy Association Endowment Fund; please call 250-
539-2424, or see www.galianoconservancy.ca.                        CC

A Better Way to Build
SSaavvee  ttiimmee,,  mmoonneeyy  aanndd  hheeaaddaacchheess..

• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct. 
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly. 
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.

PPiioonneeeerr  11,,667733  ssqq..  FFtt

Russ Anderson
RR..  AAnnddeerrssoonn  TTeecchhnniiccaall  SSeerrvviicceess

DDuunnccaann,,  BBCC
PPhhoonnee::  ((225500))  772200--66000000

Brian Haller
MMaayynnee  IIssllaanndd

((225500))  553399--00002244
VViieeww  oovveerr  110000  ppllaannss  aatt::
wwwwww..nneellssoonn--hhoommeess..ccoomm

SALTSPRING ISLAND:  
Mike Garside • 250-537-5527
1103–115 Fulford-Ganges Road 

SIDNEY: 
Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
A2–9769 Fifth Street
BRENTWOODBAY: 
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
7178 W. Saanich Rd
OAKBAY: 
Gary Law  •  250-592-5544
112-2187 Oak Bay Avenue
SAANICHTON: 
DANOLIVE • 1-877-633-0877   
Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd., 2-7855 East Saanich Road 

www.seafirstinsurance.com

CCaallll  UUss  TToollll  FFrreeee  FFoorr  QQuuootteess  OOnn
••  HHoommeeoowwnneerrss ••  FFaarrmm
•• CCoommmmeerrcciiaall ••  BBeedd  &&  BBrreeaakkffaassttss

autoplan

SATURNA from page 3
times. When the seal and otter hunters had finished of them off,
they turned to the whales and between 1918 and 1946 the grey
whale stocks were decimated. (In the mid 1960s–’70s, female
whales from ‘J,’ ‘K,’ and ‘L’ pods were also captured or killed.
Those females are sorely missed as they would have been in their
prime for reproducing now.)

Close Encounter
On August 30, riding home on a glassy sea aboard the Mayne
Queen with Islanders bound for Mayne,
Saturna and Galiano, a evening sun
turned the Islands gold, sienna and
purple.  
Sitting in the car a little sad after

seeing my family off at the airport, I
heard the familiar announcement, ‘For
your interest passengers there are Orcas
of the port side of the ferry.’ Passengers
were leaping out of cars and rushing
down the stairwells, pushing open the
deck doors.  
The orcas were all around the boat

which had slowed to a puttering speed.
From the entrance to Navy Channel, we
could see them silhouetted against the
white side of the Queen of Cumberland
as she waited at the entrance to Active
Pass. 
Children and adults were

mesmerized. ‘Ooh, aah! Look there’s two
no four! Look at the babies! Over there—
two more! 

There were no acrobatics, the pod was traveling with us; in
front and around. We could see the marks in the water where
they surfaced and dove back into the water. Then at one point,
two adults in perfect synchronization surfaced, breached, and
dove only 15 feet in front of the ferry. Like a swim meet, the
crowd went wild! Then a round of clapping and cheers for the
captain and for to the orcas for transporting us from our
mundane selves to our joyous selves. �

NO BOOM from page 5

M
onday, August 18 at 6:45am, I pulled on my steel-toed
cork boots, buttoned up my timber-cruising vest, and
put a hard hat on my head. With a firm grip on my

video camera I climbed up a steep embankment following two
fallers headed for the timberline. Hiking through the debris of
the slash-cut we followed a ribboned route, which they had
cleared of many branches, by balancing along logs bucked to
length. We regrouped at the edge of the old-growth forest and
discussed the practicalities of my videotaping them at work.
While the 24-year old, with five years falling experience, cut

away the huckleberry bushes and small saplings, the older faller
talked with me about the reality of his industry. According to him
Weyerhaeuser and TimberWest had left workers out to dry and
couldn’t care less about the local communities. He blamed the
downturn in forestry on the greed of those same corporations
who continue to flip tree farm licenses to turn a profit, with the
help of government.
He was outraged by land deals being made by Western Forest

Products and TimberWest that are to turning timberland into
real estate. His thoughts were that the land belongs to the people
of this province and it should be illegal for multinational
investment corporations, backed by banks, to sell it out from
under the public. Sounds a lot like what I’ve been writing about
for years.
I was placed in a safe zone and the older faller stood behind

me ready to pull me out if there was trouble. First the young
faller determined the lean of the tree, then he cut out a wedge of
wood with an undercut, and then he moved to the other side of
the tree for the back-cut.  With the help of a wedge he tipped over
the 4-foot-diameter Western Hemlock, pulled out the chainsaw,
walked back 10 feet from where he watched the tall tree crash to
the ground with a thundering boom. Then he cut down three
more trees. Two giant Sitka Spruce trees towered over us but it
would take these men most of the day to clear the smaller trees
in the area before tackling them. However, they did want me to
videotape the Sitka being felled and asked me to return the next
morning.

On the way back down to sea-level I drove past several
excavators building new roads and a blasting crew preparing
their drilling machine.  At the log dump I watched a massive log
boom of prime old-growth cedar logs being loaded onto a barge,
which can hold 16,000 cubic meters of wood. Two giant towers
dropped gargantuan claws into the water and pulled up massive
bundles of logs while sidewinder tugs pushed more wood into
their range. You’ll have to wait for the film to get the full effect.
In the afternoon I climbed into the cab of a Super Snorkel

about 15 feet off the ground and watched the operator swing the
massive claw into the clear-cut and grab a log. With ease, he
manipulated the levers so that long cables pulled the massive
timber down the steep slope onto the road where he threw it
onto a pile. A hoe-chuck excavator crawled through the slash
across the steep slope in search of logs, which he could toss down
the hill to the claw of the Super Snorkel.
That evening, in the loggers’ bunk house, as I gathered

signatures on release forms for my film entitled ‘Such Great
Heights,’ the men were very intrigued by my production. The
hoe-chuck operator, sitting on his cot beside a laptop computer,
copied down my website: www.islandboundmedia.ca,
promising to check up on me right away.
I decided that I had to leave without videotaping the giant

Sitka Spruce being felled because it no longer felt safe for me to
be there. 
Today we live in a world where local residents from different

walks of life may have very similar convictions about the fact that
multinational corporations are destroying our world, but we are
separated by the spin created by those very same corporations.
Government and big business continue to pit the workingman
against environmentalists, First Nations, and the general public,
while they run away with the cash.
Together we need to create the future for our communities,

island, province, country, and planet. We can’t leave it up to
greed. We must unite to demand an end to corporate control of
our forests.�

Unity needed to win back the woods~ Richard Boyce

Voluntary Subscription? Keep
meaning to send it in? Help keep

all this great news coming!
Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make you a good contact?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?

If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island mailbox
or if you pick it up from one of our yellow free boxes
located across the Strait of Georgia and from Victoria to
Nanaimo, or if you read online, you can show your
support and appreciation by mailing a voluntary

subscription of ($25 + $1.25 gst) $26.25 to:  Box
55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0 (Or call us with

your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!
And a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you 

who have given subscriptions. And keep those lovely
letters coming. We paste them all in our scrapbooks! 
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Super Gulf Island Choices

‘Ask for Li Read at RE/MAX Salt Spring!’

Li Read
RE/MAX Salt Spring

Each office independently 
owned and operated.

Salt Spring Island: Duck Bay oceanfront,
foreshore lease, S/SW/W exposures,
designer kitchen, cosy den, music room /
library, sep. guest suite,  office with sep.
entry. Warm ocean swimming here! 

LiRead.com/1462.htm $1,467,000

Call Li Read today at 1-800-731-7131 
or visit www.LiRead.com for the
widest selection of properties!

Second Sisters Island: Whole private 3+
acres island, well treed, dock in place,
zoned for home, sep cottage & sep
studio, located in Ganges Harbour,
minutes to shopping. Very Rare! 

LiRead.com/1170.htm $3,200,000

Vancouver Island: Maple Bay lowbank
oceanfront point of land, dock, cottage with
boathouse & suite, 9+ acres, pristine coastal
forest, E/S/W exposures, minutes from
yacht club & marina. Superb estate potential
property! Very beautiful & peaceful! 

LiRead.com/1426.htm $3,200,000

PROTECT YOUR COTTAGE

Endurance Equipment
endurance-marine.com
Toll free: 877.535.0669

FIRE FIGHTING SYSTEM:
ssure self priming 1.5" pump w

4-cycle 6.5 hp gas engine. System comes 
complete with: 50' hose, 8' intake hose and nozzle.

Have the ability to defend yourself 
against fire with an affordable fire 
protection t$899

Available from leading outdoor 
product retailers or contact 

Endurance for a dealer near you.

YOUR HOME

Endurance Equipment
Surrey, BC
endurance-marine.com
Toll free: 877.535.0669

353 Oak Avenue, Eastbourne
$449,900
This 1700+ square foot, 3 bedroom home is fabulous for
entertaining. Large, welcoming foyer leads you to the formal
living room with impressive wood burning fireplace, bay
window and lovely views, opens to spacious dining room,
kitchen and cozy family room with fireplace. The kitchen, with
bar seating area, is bright & spacious, with maple cabinets, tiled

countertops, built-in range top plus two separate ovens, and double sink. Family room opens up to large
back deck & beautiful gazebo sitting area, storage, bbq area, and private back yard, beautifully landscaped
with many little nooks and crannies to enjoy your time. This home sits on a large lot, and is within minutes
of the Eastbourne dock and five beautiful beaches.  

Deb Mowbray, Sunshine Coast & Area REALTOR
Toll Free 1-800-986-2670
604-740-6608 (cell) 604-886-2670 (office)
debmowbray@gmail.com
www.debmowbray.com

Keats Island Properties For Sale 

360 Forin Road, Eastbourne 
$269,000 (seller will take $255,000 firm)
Totally ‘turnkey’ retreat with south facing oceanviews on easily
accessible Keats Island.  An excellent location just a lot away
from south facing Andy's Beach and close to popular West
Beach. The cottage is 500 square feet, 11 years old, well built and
well cared for. Kitchen area is fully equipped, including fridge,
stove, and microwave. The living room has great views, access to
a covered porch, woodburning stove and futon for your guests.

3pc bathroom with shower and washing machine. Upstairs is a fabulous oceanview loft with great windows
and 2 sleeping areas. Easy to add on, but enjoyable as it is also. 

‘‘TToopp  2200’’  RREEAALLTTYY

SCHOOL DISTRICT #64 
(Gulf Islands) 

NOTICE OF NOMINATION
GENERAL LOCAL ELECTION 2008

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given to the electors of School District No. 64 (Gulf
Islands) that nominations for the office of Trustee will be received at the offices School
District No. 64 (Gulf Islands), 112 Rainbow Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2K3
between the hours of 9:00 A.M. on Tuesday, the thirtieth (30th) day of September
2008 and 4:00 P.M. on Friday, the tenth (10th) day of October 2008 and during
that period the nomination documents shall only be received on regular office
days and hours. Should anyone wish to file nomination documents in other than
office hours, arrangements may be made by phoning the Chief Election Officer at 250-
472-0059. 
Trustees will be elected for a three (3) year term commencing December 2008 and
terminating in December 2011 to represent the Islands listed below:

Galiano Island One (1) Trustee
Mayne Island One (1) Trustee
North and South Pender One (1) Trustee
Islands
Saturna Island One (1) Trustee
Salt Spring Island Three (3) Trustees

The mode of nomination of candidates shall be as follows:

Candidates shall be nominated in writing by two duly qualified electors of School
District No. 64 (Gulf Islands). The nomination documents shall be in the form
prescribed in the Local Government Act and School Act and shall state the name and
residence of the person nominated in such a manner as to sufficiently identify the
candidate. The nomination documents shall be subscribed to by the candidate.  

At the time of filing the nomination documents, the candidate shall also file with the
Chief Election Officer or a person designated by the Chief Election Officer a written
disclosure, as required under the Financial Disclosure Act.

Copies of all forms are available at the Offices of School District No. 64 (Gulf Islands)
112 Rainbow Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C. or by phoning the Chief Election Officer at
250-472-0059.     

Given under my hand at Salt Spring Island, B.C. this third (3rd) day of September,
2008. Thomas F. Moore,

Chief Election Officer

The days were long, sometimes beginning at
7am and going until 7pm with temperatures as
hot as 45ºC in the day. Sitting in the shade and
keeping hydrated were essential. 
Relay team Bryce Gauer, Evan Moore, Alex

Johnstone-Grimmer and Coach Rick Gauer
placed 13th in medley relay and 14th freestyle
relay. Amelia Harris placed 15th in both 50m
backstroke and 50m butterfly, she placed 18th
in 100m freestyle and 21st in 50m freestyle.
Coach Rick Gauer placed 6th in 200m
individual medley, 9th in 100m backstroke and
14th in 100m breaststroke.
Regional Relays were a highlight of the

meet. Amelia along with Erin Jackson of the
Sidney Piranhas, Gillian Voss of the Oak Bay
Orcas and Ariana Fraser of the Salt Spring
Stingrays had qualified for a medley relay team.
The crowd was deafening to the point of some

having to holding their ears, according to
Amelia’s mother Charmaine Harris. Amelia, who
started her medley relay team off with the
backstroke, said she had never heard cheering
like it. ‘It was so loud I could hear it under water
while I was swimming, and it was sooo loud
during my flip turn. I wanted to do my best. I felt
like I was going to die I was kicking so hard,’
commented Amelia. Her relay team placed 5th. 

‘Local Hero’ by Brian
Crumblehulme

What is your definition of a hero? Mine is the
person who keeps going against all odds, who
assumes a responsibility and sees it through
without wimping out. 
A short while ago we held another of our

seasonal community dinners to celebrate local
growers and makers of fine food, and as usual,
we gathered a number of volunteers to order
the food, cook, set up, serve, and clean. One of
these is Becky Hardy, an expat Texan with a
rich rolling accent that hasn’t diminished after
forty years of absence. Becky likes to research
wine and for the third time in a row she offered
to get a good local wine for the eighty or so
participants; I undertook to obtain the Special
Occasion License. 
This time, Becky decided to buy two cases of

red wine from the Saturna Vineyards and
placed the order. Then a few days prior, Becky
received an urgent call that necessitated her
leaving the Island on the day of the dinner. In
effect, she couldn’t be there. Most people would
have simply phoned in their regrets – sorry,
can’t do it, I have to go… Not Becky! She was
responsible for the wine and she would see that
it was delivered even though she would not be
able to join in the fun. The penultimate day

arrived and Becky perused the second edition of
the revised ferry schedule. She could get to
Saturna alright and she could return from
Saturna, but she could not do both on the same
day. No matter how she read the schedule, BC
Ferry Corporation made it impossible to visit
the Island for less than two days. Nothing
daunted, and given that it was a fine summer’s
day, Becky determined to make the excursion
by kayak. 
Hurrying down to the Aitken Point boat

ramp, Becky pushed her kayak into the water
and started paddling. She hurried because she
had taken the precaution of reading the tide-
tables and it so happened that this day
coincided with a new moon, and at this summer
season, the tides would be running high. Six
knots to be exact and that time was imminent. 
The Bay was calm and Becky made good

time around the St John’s point, in fact, it
wasn’t until she reached Lizard Island that the
tide started and by the time she was off Winter
Cove Saturna, Becky had worked up a good
sweat. She was half way there. Across the cove,
around the next point, across Lyle Harbour,
watching all the time for any fleeting ferries,
and around to Breezy Bay, home to the Saturna
Vineyards. After hauling the kayak onto the
shingle, Becky high-tailed it to the office and
returned soon thereafter with two cases of fine
red wine. Next question, how do you stow two
cases of wine in a kayak designed to carry one
person? I guess Becky must have been a girl-
guide at some time in past because this is where
she produced a dozen pair of woolen winter
socks and proceeded to sleeve each treasured
bottle in a cosy wrap and stow it carefully
behind her seat. That done, she neatly folded
the cardboard boxes and secreted them just
beyond the reach of her toes. Thus packed
about with her treasure, Becky once again
pushed off, this time heading westerly into the
tide.
A couple of hours later, a tired but grinning

Becky arrived at my door and began to
systematically disrobe her perfectly preserved
charges. The return trip, it seems was much
easier, because when she reached the open
water by Lyall Harbour, the tide was in full
flood, so with a little extra weight behind her
and the benefit of a fresh wind, Becky surfed all
the way home. Tired and in need of a shower,
she was deeply apologetic for being unable to
participate in the celebration. Never did wine
taste so good as it did that next day and my
definition of a hero has just been expanded to
include all those islanders who paddle against
the tide.�

RTI from page 6

With candidates declared and the US
presidential election only two months away, the
Victoria Chapter of Democrats Abroad will hold
last-minute voter registration events in Victoria
and Sidney in early September. All US citizens,
regardless of party affiliation are invited to
come to one of these South Island registration
events, so they are ready to cast their vote in the
November election. Americans can register in
Victoria on Saturday, September 6 at the
Downtown Public Library boardroom from 1-
5pm. In Sidney registration can be made on

Saturday, September 13 at the Mary Winspear
Centre, Gallery Space, from 1-5pm.
‘US citizens who have lived in Canada for

many years may think that they cannot vote in
the upcoming presidential election, but they
can,’ said Charles Meadow chapter chair, ‘As
long as they have the address of their last place
of residence in the States, registering to vote is
easy.’ Registration websites and postcard
registration forms will be available at these
events. Contact Meadow at 250-382-9404. �

Another election in November: US voter 
registration in Victoria and Sidney
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Capital Regional District

Notice of Advance Voter Registration 
& Availability of List of Registered Electors    

Public notice is hereby given that Advance Voter Registration closes on Sept. 23, 2008 
for Capital Regional District (CRD) Lists of Registered Electors for:

CRD Lists of Registered Electors are used for voting for Electoral Area Directors, referenda, 

Elector Qualifications
Resident Elector

Act), you are entitled to vote as a Resident Elector.

Non-Resident Property Elector

recent land title registration of the real property 

, and 

  
  for the property.

Please Note:

  registered as an elector, and no corporation is entitled to vote.

  by a corporation are not entitled to vote.

List of Registered Electors

Registered Electors:
Victoria, BC 

Sooke, BC 

  North Pender Island, BC 

Salt Spring Island, BC.

.

Objection to Registration of an Elector

of the CRD.

 
 
 

Southern Gulf Islands 

Ferry Advisory Committee Meeting 

 
Monday, September 15, 2008 

9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
Mary Winspear Centre, 2243 Beacon Avenue 

Sidney, BC 
 

Members of the public are welcome to attend the Southern Gulf Islands 
Ferry Advisory Committee meeting. If you have any questions or concerns 
you wish to raise with the committee or with BC Ferries, please contact the 

chair of the Ferry Advisory Committee in advance of the meeting.

 
Minutes of committee meetings are available on BC Ferries’ website: 

www.bcferries.com. 

 
For more information please contact: 

 
Dave Dryer, Co-Chair 

Southern Gulf Islands Ferry Advisory Committee 
Phone (250) 629-3353 or Fax (250) 629-3167 

 
Sarah Cotton, Sales & Community Relations Manager 

BC Ferries 
(250) 978-1398 or sarah.cotton@bcferries.com

 

 

 

wwwwww..iissllaannddttiiddeess..ccoommwwwwww..iissllaannddttiiddeess..ccoomm FFoouunndd  IIssllaanndd  TTiiddeess  wwhhiillee  vviissiittiinngg  tthhee  ccooaasstt??  WWaanntt  ttoo  kkeeeepp  rreeaaddiinngg??  IItt’’ss  eeaassyy——jjuusstt  ‘‘cclliicckk’’..
JJooiinn  77,,550000  ffoollkkss  wwhhoo  rreeaadd  aa  nneewwssppaappeerr  tthhaatt  llooookkss  lliikkee  aa  nneewwssppaappeerr  rriigghhtt  oonn  tthheeiirr  ccoommppuutteerr  ..

The BC Federation of Labour has condemned
the Liberal government’s massive salary
increase for senior government executives.
‘Gordon Campbell boosted his own salary by
54% and now he’s doling out taxpayers’ money
to the highest paid people in government,’ says
Jim Sinclair, President of the BC Federation of
Labour. 
‘The Deputy Minister to the Premier has

been given a 43% salary increase and will be
paid $348,600 a year. Other Deputy Ministers
will be paid $299,215 per year, a 35% increase.
Assistant Deputy Ministers will see their

salaries increase 22% to $195,000 a year. These
salary increases are nothing short of obscene
given Gordon Campbell’s adamant refusal to
increase the provincial minimum wage,’
Sinclair added. 
The minimum wage has been frozen at $8

an hour since 2001. The recently appointed
Minister of Labour Iain Black has indicated the
government has no intention of increasing it.
‘Quietly announcing these massive salary
increases in a Friday in August as the Olympics
begin is worthy of a gold medal in political
cynicism,’ said Sinclair. �

Massive salary increase for government
insiders, eight year freeze on minimum wage

GREEN VISION from page 6
government avoid serious contradictions, such
as subsides to the oil and gas industry.
In the absence of a compelling vision, the

discussion about British Columbia’s carbon tax
is digressing into political posturing. A new
vision will lead to better, more consistent
decisions about British Columbia’s future.  The
rapid expansion of oil and gas development
and the twinning of the Port Mann Bridge are
just two examples of projects that seem to
stand in stark contradiction to a greener future.
What’s inspiring is that the vision we need

does exist. It’s alive and well in the hearts of the
citizens of this province who plant their own
gardens, carpool their kids to school and install
solar hotwater heaters on their homes. If the
dozens and dozens of action-oriented postings at
the Green Your Campbell Cash website are any
indication, British Columbians are already
responding to climate change with inspiration
and vision.
Consider King George Secondary School in

Vancouver, which has solar panels on its roof
and a Grade 8 and 9 science curriculum that
focuses on solar energy thanks to the
Sustainable Schools program. Or consider the
PEDAL Free Bike Program, which recycles old
bicycles and makes them available to people
who need them.
Ideas and examples of larger-scale change

abound around the world. Spain is already
getting 10% of its electricity from wind power
and now has the third largest wind capacity in
the world. While Germany, the world leader in

both wind and solar power, employs over
225,000 people in the renewable energy sector. 
These examples are just a few of the ideas

that not only will help fight global warming, but
have the potential to help us avoid paying the
carbon tax. After all, the less we emit, the less
carbon tax we will pay. With a carbon tax,
success means paying lower taxes.
Let’s be clear, however: changing light bulbs

is a good thing, but by itself it will not help us
avoid dangerous global warming.
Strong political leadership is required to

regulate industry and make tough policy
choices that put a price on emissions from all
sectors of the economy. We need regulations
that allow creative global warming solutions to
flourish, while ensuring that we enhance
quality of life and equity in our communities.
Real change will only happen when these

policies are driven by a vision that takes us to a
future where business thrives in a post-global
warming world, where sustainable forms of
energy are the norm and where all of our
communities are healthy and safe.
The British Columbia government has

taken a significant leadership role on global
warming, but it has yet to put its plan in the
context of a vision of a truly sustainable future.

Josha MacNab is a policy analyst with the
Pembina Institute. Pembina’s report, ‘Mind
the Gap,: an assessment of British Columbia’s
plans to reduce global warming emissions,’ is
available free from bc.pembina.org/climate-
change. �
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Put your mind
- and your money -

at ease.

Don’t choose investments that will keep you awake nights. Instead, invest in these 
and other great term deposits† from Island Savings and enjoy choice, fl exibility and, 
most of all, security*. 

With Island Savings, you can also take comfort in dealing with people who know you. 
People who greet you by name and show you just how much they appreciate your 
business. Call or visit us today and see for yourself why we say, it’s good to be here.

3.25%
1YEAR

CONVERTIBLE ANYTIME
TERM DEPOSIT*

A premium rate with the fl exibility
to convert if rates go up.

3.25%
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Coast

                     (604) 886-0917
          coast4cottages@dccnet.com

ottages

All Inclusive Lock-Up Packages

The Wilderness Cabin Company

C

Coast
ottagesC

Authorized Representative For

 B.C’s Premier Western Red Cedar
       Home & Cabin Packages

WWW.WILDERNESSCABIN.COM

          (Adams Model as shown - $61,450)

NATO from page 1

NATO, please turn to page 11

When (not if) EU NATO members pack their bags, it will be
the end of extra-territorial adventures. The US will be totally on
its own, save for Israel and, regrettably, Canada.

Russia Back On The World Stage
The situation in Georgia presents even greater problems for
NATO as it exposes a widening gulf between the dominant EU
powers—Germany, France and Britain—and the US. 
While the US and its client state Georgia have, so far,

achieved the media ‘message’ about the conflict, this does
nothing to change the facts on the ground, which are clear
enough. Georgian President Saakashvili unleashed a brutal, 12-
hour assault with hundreds of rockets and artillery shells on the
largely defenceless South Ossetian capital of Tskhinvali,
destroying apartment blocks, hospitals and other civilian
infrastructure. It was utterly unnecessary destruction for the
operation’s stated purpose of occupying the territory.
The US seems completely oblivious to a reality that everyone

else recognizes: Russia is now the hegemon in the region and has
returned to the world stage with a vengeance. Bush’s huffing and
puffing and issuing of repeated empty ultimatums makes the
‘sole remaining superpower’ look weak and confused. The
Russian leadership, both Prime Minister Putin and President
Medvedev, show sneering contempt for the US for one reason:
they can. There is virtually nothing the US can do.
To be sure, Putin is ruthless and authoritarian. But he is also

enormously popular, about four times as popular as George
Bush is in the US. Why? Because the US and the West in their
efforts to turn the former Soviet Union into a free-market wild

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF
INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A 
DISPOSITION OF 
CROWN LAND
Take notice that Robert L.

Conconi of North Pender
Island, BC intends to make
application to Integrated Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for a
10 year license for Residential-
Private Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown Land located
in the vicinity of Bedwell
Harbour, North Pender Island
BC.

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is # 1408652.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at # 142-2080 Labieux
Road, Nanaimo, B. C. V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until October 3, 2008.
ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website at
http://www.al.gov.bc.ca/clad/
land_prog_services/programs.
html under Tenure Overview
and Program Information for
more information.

Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.

Education Funding
Dear Editor:
The ministry of education is not playing by the accounting rules. They’re now putting false totals
into education funding spreadsheets. In the previous school year (2007/08) the main funding
spreadsheet (Table 1A-Provincial Overview of Recalculated 207/08 Operating Grants) was totalled
incorrectly. The ministry reported that it was funding school districts around the province $13
million more than it actually gave them during the school year.
When queried about this, the ministry first refused to answer. As a staff member in the ministry

put it, my question didn’t have a high enough priority to receive an answer ‘just yet.’ After involving
the Ombudsmans office, and asking again why the totals were incorrect, I received an answer that
simply stated that ‘By the conclusion of the 2007/08 school year the entire $4.345 billion will be
distributed to Boards of Education… .’ In a follow up letter asking which districts received this
money and when, I received the same answer. This all took about six months. Apparently the
ministry of education doesn’t believe it needs to report to the legislature or the public in an accurate
and timely manner.
Why is the government doing this? For the shabbiest of all reasons—political power. By

secretively putting some money into school districts without reporting which districts they’re
funding, and when they’re funding them, the government acquires carte blanche to report
whatever it wants to report about school funding whenever it wants to tell us. It also means that the
government cannot be held accountable for its actions because we only have a partial list of the
disbursements to school districts. It raises the suspicions that some school districts are receiving
more than they should, or that the funding is not even-handed.
Transparency in reporting by the government is a cornerstone of any democratic society;

otherwise there is no democracy because the government cannot be held accountable by the voters.
The opposite of democracy is dictatorship, and the arrogance of this government in not putting
forth accurate funding numbers is making it look more and more like a dictatorship. I have asked
the Auditor General to look into this and he has agreed to look into the issue ‘…to inform our future
work.’
Funding for public education is too important to be used as a political football.

Russ Searle, Pender Island �

LETTERS from page 5

New BC building standards for energy and
water efficiency in new buildings come into
effect on September 5. 
New houses, multi-family residential

buildings under five storeys, and small
commercial and industrial buildings must meet
new insulation requirements. Alternatively,
builders can chose to use a combination of
different building materials and techniques to
achieve an EnerGuide rating of 77. The
EnerGuide program uses computer software to
evaluate the energy efficiency of the building,
and designate a rating number based on the
results. 
To improve the water efficiency of homes

and other buildings, ultra low-flow toilets and
other water saving plumbing fixtures will be
mandatory.
New high-rise residential buildings and

larger commercial buildings must meet the

American Society of Heating, Refrigeration and
Air-Conditioning Engineers 90.1(2004)
standard. ASHRAE 90.1 is an internationally
recognized standard for energy efficiency. It
applies to: the building envelope; heating,
ventilating and air conditioning systems; water
heating; power, lighting; and other equipment.
The provincial government says that it is

exploring additional ways to reduce the impact
of buildings on the environment by further
improving water conservation, reducing energy
use and promoting the use of more
environmentally friendly construction
materials.
Greening the BC building code is one of the

steps being taken to meet the province’s target
of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by at
least 33% below 2007 levels by 2020. 
More information is available online at

www.housing.gov.bc.ca/building. �

New green standards for buildings
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D. A. SMITHSON 
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252  or
250-478-6937

SSppeecciiaalliizziinngg  iinn……  
PPVVCC  DDeecckk  MMeemmbbrraanneess  &&
AAlluummiinnuumm  RRaaiilliinnggss for
Sundecks, Garage Decks

and Roofdecks.
CCAALLLL DDAAVVEE WWOOOODDEE
CCOONNTTRRAACCTTIINNGG::

225500--553377--22999900  oorr  
11--880000--880044--66228888

SSeerrvviicciinngg  tthhee  GGuullff  IIssllaannddss

AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

MMOOVVEEDD
HHOOMMEESS

40+ buildings 
available

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-606-2237

FFOORR  RREENNTT

SSTTAANNDDIINNGG SSEEAAMM
MMEETTAALL RROOOOFFIINNGG
FFOORR WWAATTEERR

CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIOONN SSYYSSTTEEMMSS
ALSO

TORCH-ONMEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf

Islands for 20 Years

LA
NCE VAESENRROOOOFFIINNGG  

LLttdd..

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028
Fax 250-383-2198

HHOOMMEE  &&  PPRROOPPEERRTTYY  SSEERRVVIICCEESS

14,000 homes, 4,000 yellow box pick-ups and 3,500 read online
YOUR BUSINESS WILL BE SEEN LOCALLY & ACROSS THE

STRAIT OF GEORGIA
250-629-3660   islandtides@islandtides.com

Boxed ads start at $30

MMEEEETTIINNGGSS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of School
Trustees will be held at the School
Board Office, Ganges, Wednesday,
September 10 commencing at 1pm. To
view the agenda for this meeting,
please refer to
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html.
Public Welcome!  

FFOORR  SSAALLEE
DENALI 5TH WHEEL RV 2006
Model, 28ft. On Pender Island. Like
new. Never on the road. Asking
$25,000. Call: 250-629-3141

ISLAND TIDES, Sept 4, 2008, Page 11

KLYNE 
CONSTRUCTION

Project
Management

• Residential, multi-residential, 
& commercial management

• High-end specialist
• Boat access locations 
welcome

• Serving Gulf Islands and 
Vancouver Island

Al Klyne 250-539-9887
alanklyne@telus.net

MMAARRIINNEE

ISLAND 
EXPLORER
PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LTD.

Southern Gulf 
House & Cottage Rentals
Pender Island Long Term: With
ocean glimpses this fine home has
a large living room, open concept
kitchen and dining area, hardwood
floors, 2 bedrooms, wood stove,
screened deck and fenced yard,
photos available-$900. This
property defines ‘Panoramic Views,
your own unique and completely
private aerie, west-coast custom
design on 13 forested acres, 3
bedrooms, photos available
–$2000.

Licensed Property Management
on the Gulf Islands since 1994.

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

Waterworks 
Bulk Water Delivery Ltd
• 3000gals Drinking Water •

Tank Filling, Cleaning,
Sales & Rentals
Pool Filling

CRD Health Approved
250-474-7912

FREE!
Scrap Car,
Truck, Bus &
Equipment  
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!
Gulf Islands • Victoria

Sooke • Sidney • Duncan
250-744-6842
250-732-4285

FAAC Gate
Control Systems

Custom Built
Aluminum Gates

Tait Technical
Solutions

Authorized Service Technician

250-537-5268
samander@telus.net

WWEELLLLNNEESSSS
SSiiddnneeyy  BBooddyyTTaallkk

A balanced body can heal itself

Lorna Chant, CBP
250-686-9654

9764 Fifth Street, Sidney 
(second floor)

www.sidneybodytalk.com
Safe, Non-invasive, Amazing!

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

ISLAND
MARINE

Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile

Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

WATER TAXI
Serving All The

Southern Gulf Islands

DocsideCharters
(based out of Swartz Bay)

250-217-4488

- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope

Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing

- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

250-652-0599
www.flynn.ca

• Residential and 
commercial well drilling

• Well pump and water 
treatment systems

• BC Licenced Driller 
since 1994

• FREE on-site consultation
• Hydro fracturing to 

improve low yield wells

1 866 834 1600  /   250 391 6107
www.alliancedrilling.ca
COMPLETE WATER 
WELL SERVICES

ALLIANCE DRILLING

RReenntt  oorr  LLeeaassee
Quality Pre-Owned 
Cars & Minivans

GSAAUTORENTALS.COM
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ffrroomm  FFeerrrriieess  &&  AAiirrppoorrtt
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NATO from page 10
west, humiliated Russia and created the conditions for a
resurgent nationalism that Putin plays like a fiddle. Russians
don’t much care if he runs roughshod over democracy as long as
he re-establishes their pride in Russia as a great power.
Winning the media spin might just be the worst outcome for

the West as it will undoubtedly fan the flames of national
grievance in Russia even more. 

More Georgian Facts
Despite US denials, it is inconceivable that the Bush
administration did not know and approve of the invasion plans.
The US and Israel have hundreds of military advisors embedded
at virtually every level of the Georgian army. Georgia was simply
playing its assigned role as an outpost of US neo-con ambitions
to encircle Russia with free-market client states and isolate it. 
The media portrays President Saakashvili as a democrat.

There is no reference to his increasingly authoritarian rule—the
brutal put-down of peaceful demonstrations last November, the
widely reported abuse of state resources, controls on the media,
the arrest of opposition activists, and the suppression of civil
liberties. 
There is also no reference to the fact that Saakashvili came to

power in 2003 largely thanks to millions of dollars from the
American Soros foundations poured into organizations that
attacked former president Eduard Shevardnadze and promoted
the pro-American Saakashvili for president.

Misreading The Russians
For years, the US could afford to dismiss Russian declarations
that an encirclement was a threat to its national interests and
would be resisted. Russia was weak. But the US occupation of
Iraq, instead of unleashing its huge oil supplies, and being a
bonanza for American oil companies, has severely weakened the
US and contributed to the huge increase in oil prices—giving
back to the Russian state the financial power it had lost. The
Bush administration, still addled by ideology, apparently didn’t
notice and continued to dismiss Russia as if it were still a
bankrupt state.
The Georgian attack was either a wag-the-dog strategy to help

the Republicans win the White House, or one of the most
spectacularly incompetent applications of foreign policy in US
history. In either case, the US miscalculated not only Russia’s
response, but more importantly, the entire geo-political balance
of power in the region. Someone, such as the usually astute
Israelis, should have told the US that in this confrontation,
Russia holds virtually all the cards.

The US Needs Russia
The US needs Russia much more than Russia needs the US.
Russia actually supports America’s determination to defeat the
Taliban and allows non-lethal military supplies to travel through
its territory. It continues to play a critical partnership role with
the US in persuading both Korea and Iran to abandon any plans
for nuclear weapons. It co-operates with US counter-terrorism
and counter-narcotics efforts. And it has a veto in the UN—an
institution the US has suddenly found very useful and which
Russia can neutralize with the raising of a hand.

Annoying The Russians
Russia has a huge arms export capacity and currently sells to
Iran, Venezuela, and Syria. So far, it has not sold its most
sophisticated weapons systems, like its S-300 anti-aircraft
missile system. But that could change, as a worried Israel knows
full well. 
In fact, Syria’s President Bashar al-Assad met with President

Medvedev in Russia on August 20, less than two weeks after the
Georgian assault, to talk increased co-operation. It was no
coincidence. Al-Assad knows all about geo-political power
imbalances and how they can be manipulated; Russia criticized
Israel for providing a wide variety of arms to Georgia and al-
Assad attacked Georgia as the aggressor and declared publicly:
‘Our position is that we are ready to co-operate with Russia in
any project that can strengthen its security.’

Pipeline Plans In Tatters—Europe
Alienated

The biggest mistake of the US’s Georgia blunder has already
taken place. US plans to expand Georgia’s role as a transit-point
for Caspian basin oil and gas pipelines to Europe are in tatters.
Private companies hate uncertainty, and it will be a long time, if
ever, before they consider building another pipeline through a
country with such unreliable leadership—one possibly headed
back into Russia’s sphere of influence. 
European dependence on Russian oil and gas (now standing

at 40% of EU consumption) gave Moscow too much power. This
was the principal reason the US poured so much military
assistance into supporting Georgia. And its disastrous military
adventure, okayed by the US, gave Putin the excuse he needed to
declare the return of Russia as a regional power and nip
American energy plans in the bud, with huge consequences. 

Now more than ever, the EU countries will be loathe to anger
Russia. America’s recent signing of the missile defence
agreement with Poland has further angered Putin, and it is
European countries that could suffer the consequences.

New NATO Memberships
European members of NATO recently moderated the aggressive
American push for membership for the Ukraine and Georgia by
saying it would come ‘eventually.’ But that now looks to be a very
long way off. Would the European members of NATO really
want to engage in a war with Russia over another incursion into
tiny Georgia? They would be obliged to do so if Georgia was a
member.
US foreign policy disasters in Iraq, Afghanistan and now

Georgia threaten to drive NATO—corporate globalization’s most
legitimate policeman—back into its old barracks and with its old,
narrow mandate. So just as the US is being forced to recognize
that its superpower status can be regionally challenged, it could
be virtually alone in trying to police the planet.

Commentary
The rigid adherence to ideology—any ideology—ultimately
makes its adherents stupid. The neo-cons behind the Project for
the New American Century(PNAC)—Dick Cheney and
company’s blueprint for American global dominance—so
fervently believed in their project that they dismissively rejected
the conventional approach to foreign policy. The PNAC, by
simply believing the US had the right to police the world,
assumed that it could. 
The resulting doctrine of ‘full-spectrum [military]

dominance’ over the entire planet was effectively immune to any
real-world evidence to the contrary. In part because the PNAC
brains trust and their president had contempt for the role of
government, they simply bypassed the judgment of conventional
state institutions and replaced reason with faith.
One Bush aide ridiculed what he called the ‘reality-based

community’ which consisted of people who naively ‘...believe
that solutions emerge from your judicious study of discernible
reality.’ He told American writer Ronald Suskind: ‘We’re an
empire now, and when we act, we create our own reality.’
Indeed they do. But it is looking less and less like the one their

faith led them to imagine. �

This article can be found in the Reprints section of our online
archive, through ‘Global Issues,’ box in left column. It is a easy
to email to a friend. Go to www.islandtides.com.



Attractions & Accommodation
Vancouver Island & Around the Georgia Strait (plus the Pacific!)

MAUI 
Vacation Condos

1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views

Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units
1-800-800-8608

www.mauisuncoast.com

CCAAMMPPGGRROOUUNNDD
In the filtered sunlight of an old
forest. 10 min walk via Mouat Park
trails to Ganges or 3 min drive. 

Visa, Mastercard, AmEx

305 Rainbow Rd
Salt Spring Island
250-537-4346

gardenfaire@saltspring.com
Central Vancouver Island
‘HOLIDAY HOUSE’ 
B&B Motel • Rooms
Vacation Suites
FREE PICK-UP

20 min from Nanaimo Ferries
10 min from Nanaimo Airport
VICTORIA PICK-UP
Free with 1-week stay
1-888-310-2299

www.ladysmithoceanview.com
www.bbvacation.com
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Wish You Were Here!
YYOOUURR  BBUUSSIINNEESSSS  WWIILLLL   BBEE   SSEEEENN  LLOOCCAALLLLYY

&&  AACCRROOSSSS  TTHHEE  SSTTRRAAIITT   OOFF   GGEEOORRGGIIAA

Pender Island
Oceanfront Suite

www.morningmoon.ca250-629-6579

Experience the restorative powers of nature

at Morning Moon Guest Suite

Affordable   •  Self contained

Spa treatments available

Five acres OVERLOOKING SILVA BAY
1 & 2 BEDROOM COTTAGES, fully equipped 
MARINA with fuel dock (VHF66A)
CAMPGROUND with showers & laundry
BOOK & MARINE CHART STORE

PAGE’S RESORT & MARINA

3350 Coast Road, Gabriola Is.     250-247-8931 www.pagesresort.com
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SSuummmmeerr && FFaallll WWeeeekkeenndd WWoorrkksshhooppss 

VViivvee llaa VViiddééoo!! -- OOccttoobbeerr 44//55 wwiitthh MMiikkee && TTiisshh SSccootttt 
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GGeettttiinngg  MMaarrrriieedd??
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ooffffeerrss  yyoouu  aa  uunniiqquuee  aanndd  bbeeaauuttiiffuull  sseettttiinngg  ffoorr

YYoouurr  SSppeecciiaall  DDaayy

Call for a tour: 250-629-6313
info@clambay.com    www.clambay.com

Capital Regional District

Notice of Nomination
2008 General Local Election  

Public Notice is hereby given to the electors of the 
Juan de Fuca, Salt Spring Island and Southern Gulf 
Islands Electoral Areas in the Capital Regional District 
that nominations for the office of Electoral Area 
Director will be received between 9:00am, Tuesday, 
September 30, 2008 and 4:00pm, Friday, 
October 10, 2008.

During that period the nomination documents shall 
only be received during regular office hours, 
8:30am - 4:30pm, Monday – Friday, excluding statutory 
holidays, by a person designated by the Chief Election
Officer at the Capital Regional District, Administration
Dept., 5th Floor, 625 Fisgard St., Victoria, B.C.

Should anyone wish to file nomination documents in 
other than office hours, arrangements may be made by 
phoning the Chief Election Officer at 250.472.0059. 

Representation for the Electoral Areas will be as listed 
below and shall be for a 3-year term commencing 
December 2008 and terminating December 2011:

Juan de Fuca Electoral Area  One Director
 Salt Spring Island Electoral Area One Director
 Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area One Director

 (Galiano, Mayne, North Pender, Saturna, South Pender and Piers Islands)

Candidates shall be nominated in writing by two duly 
qualified electors of the Electoral Area in which the 
candidate is running for office.  The nomination 
documentsshall be in the form prescribed in the 
Local Government Act and shall state the name and 
residence of the person nominated in such a manner as 
to sufficiently identify such candidate. The nomination 
documents shall be subscribed to by the candidate.  At 
the time of filing the nomination documents, the
candidate shall also file with the Chief Election Officer or 
a person designated by the Chief Election Officer a 
written disclosure as required under the 
Financial Disclosure Act.

Further information on the requirements and procedures 
for making a nomination and copies of all forms are 
available at:

Capital Regional District, Administration Dept., 
  625 Fisgard St., Victoria, B.C. Tel: 250.360.3128, or 
  toll free 1.800.663.4425, local 3128 for Port Renfrew 
  and Gulf Island residents;

This notice is being published in this newspaper as a 
convenience only and not in accordance with the legal 
requirements pursuant to the Local Government Act.

Dated this 2nd day of September, 2008

Thomas F. Moore,
Chief Election Officer

Sandy Noble
Mortgage Consultant

Thinking about buying… Find out what you can qualify for!

Phone: 604.825.0081 • Email: noble.s@shaw.ca
www.migroup.ca/sandynoble

An intelligent way to get a mortgage.
 Lower than posted bank rates
 Gulf Island Financing 
 Self-employed
 (may not have to prove income to qualify)

 First-time buyers
 Debt consolidation
 No fee for consultant services

www.sandynoble.com
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All the pleasures of the summer sea. Montague park boat launch and trail on Galiano Island.  

A
’70s gardening book in my possession claims that by
careful planning and intensive cultivation the average
family can become self-sufficient in produce on 700

square feet of growing space. That’s a smaller footprint than the
average garage. Assuming this does not include rice, wheat, tea
& coffee, it’s still impressive, some might suggest wishful
thinking. 
Enter the Dervaes family of Pasadena California. In 1995 this

family of four decided to convert their 50 x 150ft suburban lot
complete with house and garage into a vegetable garden; within
a couple of years they were self-sufficient, a couple of years after
that found them selling their excess to friends and local
restaurants. Today the enterprise employs the whole family,
provides all their produce and meat (from chickens, ducks, and
rabbits), and pays the annual electricity and gasoline bills. For
the record, the top sellers this year are morning-picked salad
mix, heirloom tomatoes, unique herbs & garnish, and fresh duck
eggs. Not bad for 50 feet of raised beds and a roof-top water
collection system. 
There was a time not so long ago, when most families were

self-sufficient in terms of produce. Today a little historical and
geographical perspective would suggest that the prevailing North
American marketing of off-shore produce is really just a tottering
aberration. 
This spring my wife and I were privileged to visit the Island of

Crete where we ate local food, drank local wines, and peered over
garden walls. One friendly family invited me to examine their
100ft lot complete with chickens, rabbits, goats, a couple of pigs,
rows of vegetables, and a small orchard. They also had shares in
a vineyard. Over homemade raki, oranges, and slices of apple, we
talked gardening. 

In Cretan terms, living implies engaging with the land, the
salaried job paid for the family car and trips to Europe. 
In Canada, there are many regions blessed with what I call

extreme climates, when it’s not too hot, it’s too cold. Even under
these conditions, it is still entirely practical to raise fruit,
vegetables, and even animals on a small lot. 
Here in the Salish Sea it is almost criminal not to exploit the

four seasons for a cornucopia of healthy, fresh produce. Such was
the case only a couple of generations ago, and now its happening
all over again. We watch delighted urbanites park their SUV’s as
they discover that potatoes need to be dug out of the ground and
that apples do grow on trees. 
A while ago I read yet another US economist auger the

cultural changes precipitated by the current oil price fiasco,
According to James Howard Kunstler, ‘We will be living in a far
less affluent society.’ Airports will be a shadow of their present
size and the majority of us will be working the land. Simple
economics will dictate that the most valuable thing a person can
own is soil not oil. 
From Havana to New York roof-top gardens, community

plots and raised beds are not a fashion but a necessity, a way of
life. Family-plot owners quickly free themselves from the
mainstream economy. Even small growing areas create a quality
way of life, initiate independence, and they make the smallest
ecological footprint relative to their yield.
Once again we are witnessing the reinvention of the wheel of

life as media gurus ponder the wisdom of small. Small is
anathema to multinationals and the governments they control .
But small businesses still create 80% of the new jobs in this
country. And—coming to a lot near you—independent cottage
gardens could make the supermarket irrelevant. �
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