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Trust rejects north Denman plan
Patrick Brown

The latest plan for residential development of
the northern portion of Denman Island has
been quickly rejected by the Denman Local
Trust Committee. A motion to 'proceed no
further’ with the North Denman Lands
development application was passed
unanimously at the August 14 business meeting
of the Denman Island LTC.
Denman’s turndown of this extensive
proposal could be seen as a landmark rejection
of large-scale real estate development by an
Island determined to maintain its valued rural
ambiance.
The development proposal, submitted May
2, 2007 by 0736800 BC Ltd on behalf of North
Denman Lands Inc (NDLI), anticipated the
development of 87 residential parcels, some
freehold, some strata, and some freehold ‘farm
lots,’ on land presently zoned for 22 residences.
In exchange, the developer offered the
community, as amenities, lands for
conservation, agriculture, and forestry. The
proposal included an extensive replanning and
rezoning of the northern part of Denman Island
in order to accommodate the additional
residences.
Discussion at the LTC meeting followed
presentation of a comprehensive preliminary
report on the proposal prepared by Landworks
Consultants for the Trust. In addition to the
motion to halt consideration of this proposal,
the LTC indicated its willingness to consider a
more modest application which would
specifically include transfer of specific lands for
conservation and affordable housing, and the
provision of trails between protected areas.

Background
Over the past twelve years, much of the
northern part of Denman Island has been sold,
flipped, logged, and flipped again. Throughout
this period, the Islands Trust and various
groups of residents have worked through

bylaws and the courts to attempt to control its
development.
Most of northern Denman Island was
logged as early as the late 1800s. 3,800 acres of
it was owned by Weldwood, and was sold to the
John Hancock Timber Resources Group in May
1995. This was approximately one-third of
Denman Island. At the end of 1996, the
Denman Forestry Initiative was formed,
intending to purchase a block of land for a
community forest. But on June 30, 1997
Hancock sold the land to Mike Jenks’ 4064
Investments Ltd. The new owner inherited the
obligation to covenant two areas, the Railway
Grade Marsh and Komas Bluffs, for
conservation.
4064 Investments rapidly commenced
clearcut logging of second growth timber,
despite
community
protests
and
demonstrations. In August, 1997, the Denman
Forestry Initiative made a cash offer to ‘4064’
for the forest, but ‘4064’ quickly rejected the
offer. Negotiations continued until August
1998, but no agreement was ever reached, while
logging continued. The Denman LTC then
passed Sustainable Forest Practice Bylaws
which established Development Permit
requirements for forestry on Denman, taking
effect May 13, 1999.
4064 Investments continued logging, by the
end of April having taken an estimated 172,000
cubic meters of timber. Bylaw violation
complaints were filed, and Denman residents
occupied Woodham Road to block logging.
‘4064’ filed a SLAPP suit (Strategic Lawsuit
against Public Participation) against the
protesters. The Islands Trust filed for a
Supreme Court injunction against 4064
Investments, which was upheld by Mr Justice
Pitfield on May 31, 2000.
Denman’s bylaws were struck down by the
DENMAN PLAN, please turn to page 2

Gulf Island potholes
part of province-wide
dispute ~ Russ Searle
Many Gulf Islanders visitors have noticed that there
seems to be an inordinate number of potholes in our
roads this summer; residents have been aware of
axle-breaker potholes many months longer.
The reason for this is that the workers of Mainroad
South Island Contracting, the company which
maintains our roads in the Gulf Islands, have been on
strike since May 22 (their collective agreement
expired November 30, 2006). Local employees are
reduced to working four hours a week to maintain
essential services. Not surprisingly, this doesn’t begin
to cover the needs of our roads.
When first contacted, David Zerr, president of
Mainroad South Island Contracting insisted that his
company is meeting all of its contractual obligations,
and that’s why they are continuing to receive regular
monthly payments from the Ministry of
Transportation. Subsequently, he has stated that the
Ministry of Transportation has put his company on
notice that penalties may be levied due to scheduled
work not being done.
Over the past ten years the transportation workers
who work on our roads have seen their wages
increase by less than 4%, while at the same time they
were forced, in 2002, to take an overall cut to their
benefits package. The net result of all of this is that the
workers lost 8% j10in 2002. Statistics Canada
informs us that the BC consumer price index rose by
more than 17% between 1996 and 2006. Obviously,
the people who maintain our roads have seen their
quality of life diminished by wage and benefit cuts,
while the company contracted to maintain our roads
is still being paid by the government, and is not
keeping up with the job.
The Ministry of Transportation says that it is
monitoring the situation regarding the payment of
fees to Mainroad South Island Contracting, and that
more money will be made available next year for

It will comes as a surprise to many
summer sun-seekers that, in the
Southern Strait of Georgia, this August’s
weather was in the normal range.
Many are complaining about the
amount of rain, in spite of the fact that
August began with a 10 day dry spell.
Total rainfall was above normal
(36.2mm, normal is 23.9mm), but,
according to records, not in the top 10.
More than half of the rain fell in one day.
On August 19, localized rainfall on the
Saanich Peninsula reached 26mm,
breaking the old daily record of 19.1mm.
The timing of other rainy days was
less than ideal for work-a-day people—of
the four weekends in August, only one
was dry. The other three weekends had at
WEATHER, please turn to page 5

Enlarging Squitty Bay
Park
As part of enhancing the network of
protected areas in the Strait of
Georgia, the Ministry of Environment
is working with the Lasqueti Island
Nature Conservancy and the Islands
Trust Fund to purchase 38.5 hectares
of oceanfront property intended for
an addition to Squitty Bay Provincial
Park. The owners have agreed to sell
the property for a price well below
market-value to have it preserved.
Protecting the Tyler/Iversen
property will increase Squitty Bay
Provincial Park by four times, taking
it from 13 hectares to more than 51
hectares. The proposed addition
would further protect the Coastal
Douglas Fir biogeoclimatic zone,
including
uncommon
plant
communities and foreshore habitats.
Only 4.7% of Lasqueti Island’s land
base is currently protected.
The ministry has secured a
conditional agreement to purchase
the property if the community can
raise $250,000 by the end of
October. As, Lasqueti residents
number about 350 souls, they will be
needing help from all lovers of coastal
scenery and ecology up and down the
coast—and
further
afield.
Opportunities for preserving the now
fragmented Coastal Douglas Fir
biogeoclimatic zone are rare—and
this is one.
At press time the standing of the
fund was not available but more
information about the Squitty Bay
campaign can be found on the Islands
Trust
Fund’s
website
at
www.islandstrustfund.bc.ca. ✐

POTHOLES, please turn to page 10
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New Denver says no to cell phones
Health risks from cell phones and antennae have led concerned
citizens of New Denver to try to prevent a cell phone antenna
from being installed in this small Canadian village, says New
Denver Healthy Housing Society (HHS). Citizen efforts led to a
public meeting with telecommunications corporation Telus,
which stopped construction temporarily to consider its options.
The situation recently made news headlines around the world.
However, despite more than 250 of 512 residents signing a
‘no cell phones’ petition, Telus announced that it will be
proceeding with the installation. New Denver village council has
written to Health Canada regarding citizens’ health concerns and
has asked Telus to delay its installation pending a response. The
village has requested that Telus and CBC indemnify it ‘against
any legal action or lawsuits brought against the Village from
downstream health damages or deaths.’ The village has also
asked Telus to provide it with a monitoring regime for
microwave emissions. (Citizens in many countries with
monitoring equipment have noted emissions levels 10–250
times licensed levels.)
Many who signed the petition are not convinced by
reassurances from Telus that Health Canada’s Safety Code 6
provides adequate protection from the electromagnetic radiation
levels emitted by cell phones and transmitters. The code sets
exposure levels based only on what can burn or heat human
DENMAN PLAN from page 1
Supreme Court on November 7, 2000; the judgment was
appealed November 23, but the appeal dismissed in December,
2001. Meanwhile, ‘4064’ completed logging of its land, having
taken an estimated 400,000 cubic meters of timber. ‘4064’
started to sell off parcels of the logged-over land.
In March, 2005, Denman residents, the Nielsens, offer to
purchase all of ‘4064’s’ lands north of Central Road, subject to
settlement of the ongoing conservation covenant dispute
between ‘4064’ and the Denman Conservancy Association
(DCA). The Nielsens, now North Denman Lands Inc. (NDLI),
completed the purchase of 2374 acres, of which 156 acres was
donated to the DCA, and conservation covenants registered on a
further 150 acres.
Considering what the Island has been through, it is hardly
surprising that Denman Island’s community might view any
proposal for the area with some caution.
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The latest 2216 acre scheme offered to transfer 1191 acres of land
to the ‘community’ in return for granting increased residential
densities to the remaining 1024 acres. In total, this is more than
17% of the area of Denman Island.
Present zoning, and the residence ‘cap’ in Denman’s Official
Community Plan, allows 22 residences on these properties. The
development plan proposed: 26 residential lots at 3.7 acres each;
15 lots at 10 acres each; 26 strata lots at 2.5 acres each with a
sharing in common lands resulting in a density of one lot per 4
10 acres; and 20 ‘farm lots’ at 10 ha (25 acres) each, a total of 87
lots.
Currently, the build-out residential limit of Denman Island is
940 properties, with about 600 currently built. The scheme
would increase this by 65 properties.
Denman currently allows one residential building per
property. Of the developed lots, about 530 are occupied by fulltime residents and most of the rest are seasonal vacation homes.

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.
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Issues
NDLI has proposed a rate and type of development not
previously experienced on Denman, which would require
significant changes in the OCP (including removing the
residential build-out ‘cap’) and zoning regulations. In addition to
the question of acceptability of the amenity zoning trade-off, the
preliminary report prepared for the Islands Trust identified
additional issues around water, impact on the the existing
community and its amenities, the operation of community lands,
housing costs, access to Komas Bluff and other protected sites,
and the sustainability of farming on both the community lands
and the ‘farm lots’.
The major issue, however, appears to be the threat of rapid
growth and the expected influx of new residents attracted by new
building opportunities created in a hot recreational and
retirement real estate market.
The 2006 census recorded a permanent population of 1,095.
(Denman doesn’t even have a pub!)
The preliminary report makes conservative estimates of inmigration based on Denman’s historically slow growth rate—
recently, about 16 people, or 8 households, per year—and
anticipates that should that rate continue, it would take more
than 11 years to build the 87 homes anticipated by the developer.
However, successful promotion of lot sales by the developer
could well result in very much more rapid growth and significant
impacts on what many Denman residents would characterize as
a ‘slow island’—and they like it that way.
This concept is expressed quite clearly in the current OCP:
‘The overall residential density on Denman Island should
generally not increase beyond that permitted by existing zoning
on January 1, 2000, except that a modest increase may be
permitted to accommodate zoning amendments for special
needs and affordable housing.’ (It has been suggested that part of
the ‘community’ lands could be used for ‘affordable’ housing.)

NDLI’s Planning Work

The August 14 LTC Meeting

In support of the proposal, NDLI have carried out a complete
replanning of the northern half of the Island, have proposed
extensive rezoning, including the creation of four new zones.
NDLI have posted all their information on a public website,
opened an office in the village area, published a 12-page
brochure, met with stakeholders, and held a number of public
meetings. A mail survey of 824 existing property owners yielded
a 38% return (314). Of these, 170 respondents indicated a
preference for the 87-lot plan in comparison to less ambitious
schemes.

The Local Trust Committee, after hearing a presentation of the
preliminary report by Landworks Consultants, rejected their
recommendation that the proposal proceed to further public
process, and discussed alternative courses of action for over an
hour. They reported: ‘The overarching concern was that the
rezonings proposed for both the private lands and the public
lands represented unacceptable changes to the Official
Community Plan, in particular to the residential density cap
provided in Part E.1.’ The LTC concluded that overall the
proposal ‘did not promote the Object of the Islands Trust and did
not serve the interests of this community and that it should
proceed no further.’ Their first resolution was to ‘proceed no
further’ with NDLI’s development application.
They indicated that it was up to the applicant to decide
whether to resubmit their application, revised according to the
LTC’s second resolution, which suggested that the LTC would
consider a ‘small’ increase in the density provisions on condition
of transfer of the Chickadee Lake parcel to a conservation
organization, transfer of 32 hectares of non-ALR land for future
use as affordable housing, and the provision of dedicated trails
connecting the Railway Grade Marsh with Chickadee Lake and
the Komas Bluffs.
The LTC’s third resolution provided for the comprehensive
analysis of a resubmitted application, particularly with respect to
the value of proposed amenities. ✐

Amenity Zoning

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

tissue, not on possible microcellular effects. Yet Magda Havas of
Trent University’s Environmental and Resource Studies faculty
says, ‘This assumption is not correct. Adverse biological effects
have been documented at levels below federal guidelines and
there are no federal guidelines for non-thermal effects, nor are
there guidelines for long-term exposure.’
The Healthy Housing Society (HHS) and other concerned
citizens have done a formidable amount of research on the
health hazards of cell phone antenna and phones. Typical
conclusions of many such studies, was this one by Dr George
Carlo, Chairman of the Science and Public Policy Institute,
Washington, DC, ‘A number of prominent, peer-reviewed
studies indicate that cell phone radiation can cause genetic
damage, brain and blood cell dysfunction and a host of health
problems including cancer.’
‘There are people in this village who have been personally
touched by brain cancer which they suspect was caused by cell
phones,’ says Julia Greeenlaw, chair of the New Denver Healthy
Housing Society.
The citizens of New Denver who oppose the cell phone
antenna point out that cell phone reception will only reach a few
kilometers out of town, since any ridge or mountain will block

Most of the lands not assigned to residential use are to be
donated to the ‘community’ for use as ‘community agriculture’
with no residential use. This is characterized by the developer as
an ‘amenity’ which should be considered in granting the
additional residential zoning described above. Virtually all these
lands have been clearcut (by ‘4064’) and are currently scrubland
with extensive broom invasion (‘4064’ claimed to be creating a
Christmas tree farm). NDLI proposes that some form of
community organization be formed to manage these lands for
agriculture, forestry, or gravel extraction; NDLI has offered a
$350,000 endowment to get this started. The scheme would also
require some land swaps with the Agricultural Land Reserve.
There are some wetlands and a section of intact forest near
Chickadee Lake to be protected.
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank
hese last few days have been such a
lovely part of summer. The warmth
doesn’t really kick-in until early
afternoon because the sun rises later but light is
soft and shadows longer.
Lots of migrant birds have been moving
through, with unfamiliar songs, calls and flight
patterns. The garden was busy with small birds
for a while which attracted the attention of a
small hawk, a wonder at hunting the birds. then
prey and predator moved on. The swallows are
completely gone and I miss their mosquito
hunting skills—their snack, my aggravation!
This year I saw none of the orange and black
butterflies that follow the swallowtails.

T

Ambulance Building
The Saturna Island Rescue Crew (those
Islanders who show up promptly at your door
and care for you after you call 911 until you
recover or are sent off Island in some manner)
are thankful, as is the Health Committee, for
the generous donations that have been made to
the Ambulance Building Construction Fund.
There are cash donations of $24,625.50 in hand
and pledges for a further $2,050, gifts from 92
households.
Labour pledges have been made for varying
amounts of time from 42 people, estimated
value $29,000. (Everyone is especially grateful
for Ron Wilson’s offer to be the construction
manager. Ron had 30 years experience as a
building contractor prior to his ‘retirement.’)
So total donations thus far are $56,552
towards our goal of $135,000. Because many
organizations take up to six months to process
matching grant applications, we would like to
encourage any of you who are considering it to
donate as soon possible.
Many thanks to Rick Mayher for tracking
donations as well as all the other tasks he is
doing as the volunteer treasurer. Kathy
Stonehouse, Geri Crooks and Bernie Ziegler are
the other members of the Ambulance Building
sub-committee and will gladly answer any
questions and accept donations.

National Park Reserve
Interpreter
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and Tumbo Channel had changed since she
came to live on Tumbo Channel fifty years ago,
in terms of the salmon and herring coming
through on their way to the Fraser River. Frank
Godwin gave a highly entertaining, dramatic
rendition of the landing of the Spanish longboat
from the explorer Jose Narvaez’s schooner
Santa Saturnina in 1789. Author and or local
literary historian, Bill Schermbrucker gave a
historical description of the East Point Light.
Gloria Manzano spoke about her family, the
Georgesons, from the Shetland Islands who
were the first lighthouse keepers at East Point
Lighthouse and were there for 50 years.
New-to-us park warden, Jay Zakaluzny,
reported on the status of the Foghorn Building.
Lloyd Elling played his guitar and sang seashanties in his deep, carrying voice. Both
evenings were greatly enjoyed by all the
participants—the star performer being all that
comprises the point of land we currently call
East Point.

The Islands Trust Council will hold its next
quarterly business meeting on September 12, 13
and 14 at the Cates Hill Chapel Hall on Bowen
Island.
The public dialogue ‘town hall’ session starts
at 11:15am on Thursday, September 13.
members of the public may make presentation
and delegations to Trust Council, see the
Islands Trust website for details.
Trust Council Sessions will include: a status
report with interim recommendations
presented by the Director of Local Planning
Services Mac Fraser on Wednesday.
On Thursday, representative from the
Gambier Island Conservancy will be presented

with a 2007 Community Stewardship Award,
honouring the conservancy’s fundraising
efforts to acquire and protect Mount Artaban as
a nature reserve.
There will also be a joint session with Bowen
Municipal Council. Bowen Island is the only
Island in the Islands Trust federation to have a
municipal government structure. Two
municipal councillors are the Island’s trustees
on Trust Council.
Trust Council will welcome two new
trustees, Tony Law from Hornby and Wendy
Scholefield from South Pender (see related
article, page 8). ✐

"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

Privies Without A View
Parks Canada has made a number of changes at
East Point that make the site far more
hospitable and welcoming. Most of the chain
link fencing is down, there is an information
kiosk, and the big gate is removed. The pit
privies have been replaced with a pump-out
unit. I’m sure there is great merit to the new
pump-out toilets, though several people

TOILET SANS VIEW

‘Islets: Tiny Treasures,’ will be presented by
Gulf Islands National Park Reserve interpreter,
Athena George, on Saturday, September 8 at
the Rec Centre. The park’s highly protected
islets are of special interest to Athena. With
botanists and ecologists, she has visited many.
Over the summer, Athena presented a whole
range of mini-talks to the people in the Sunday
afternoon ferry line-up—‘Ferry Lineup
Boredom Busters.’ For two days in August,
Athena held special appreciation evenings for
the natural and cultural history of East Point.
One session was windy and cloudy with a
peephole sunset and the other was the fullblown, moonlit, Mount Baker special. Close to
forty people came each time to listen and watch
as evening lengthened to night.
Watching the unfolding natural drama of
East Point, bats in flight and seals fishing and
splashing, the many participants sat at the very
end of the point on blankets and in camp chairs,
while the kids cuddled or roamed.
Marie Mackie spoke about how East Point

September Trust Council meets on Bowen

commented that the original toilets had the best
view in the Gulf Islands nestled between two
fruit trees looking out over the Point, Tumbo
Island and Boiling Reef!

Salt Spring Island: Oceanfront with 50ft
dock, panoramic ocean views, sweet
cedar cottage, vaulted ceilings, wood
floors, S/SW/W exposures. A best buy!
LiRead.com/1535.htm $799,000

Pender Island: Oceanfront with sweeping
panoramic
oceanview,
S/SW/W
exposures, 3 bed modern home, hot tub,
all day sun, super sunsets, in a prestigious
area. Superb!
LiRead.com/1405.htm $759,000

Wise Island: Oceanfront lot, sunny
S/SW/W exposures, access to cooperative water system, just minutes to
Montague Harbour & marina, lovely
water views!
LiRead.com/1376.htm $285,000

Salt Spring Island: Beautiful land, some
lakeviews, lake access nearby, orchard,
old vegetable garden, flower gardens,
forest path, frontage on 2 roads. Bring
your Architect!
LiRead.com/1545.htm $599,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanfront point, deep
water seasonal moorage, foreshore lease.
Superb ocean vistas. Sunny (S/SW/W
exposures), hot tub, private, in prestigious
area. Architect designed & renovated in
2006. Wood floors, skylights, guest /
inlaw suite, 3 bed / 3 bath home.
LiRead.com/1502.htm $1,850,000

Mayne Island: Oceanfront with deep water
dock, 2 master beds, 2 guest beds, 2.5 bath,
large living, large kitchen, large deck, sep.
carport/workshop.
LiRead.com/1532.htm $898,000

Billeting Students
The Saturna Ecological Education Centre is
looking for billets on Monday and Tuesday
nights this fall for ‘responsible and dynamic’
high school students. A spare room, cottage or
cabin would help out the new ecological
education program as it gets started. Call Steve
Dunsmuir or Saturna School for more
information.

Gardening & Gathering
Saturna’s food gardening and gathering
network is going gangbusters in their efforts to
promote local food production and
consumption. Originating at the Open Space
Forum in March, the group has maintained
great momentum and has lots of interesting
plans, as well as accomplishments. They are
working on setting up a Saturnacan website,
SATURNA, please turn to page 8
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"See Li for Successful Solutions!"
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Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
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his edition, we greet Denman and Hornby Islanders who
will find a copy of this Island Tides in their mailboxes. We
are pleased to have been invited to covered a Denman
story which has relevance for other Islands and for the Salish Sea
and its environs in general.
In fact, almost any of our eclectic collection of articles should
be read in that light. Almost everything that we publish has
relevance to many island communities. This includes
communities on Vancouver Island, BC’s ‘Big Island.’
Our articles can be read as relating to other places, as well as
the ones they are directly about. The news, we hope, creates
ideas, possibilities and prompts action far beyond the place in
which it originated. That is the fascination of publishing Island
Tides—the magic of cross-fertilization of communities through
the news—the encouragement and motivation to be gained by
innovative action taken elsewhere.
For example, when you read Saturna Notes, think of it as a
window into a close-knit community structure, a dream that
many long for. Think of it as a ‘how to’ for enhancing/creating
/recreating that structure where you are.
There is alchemy in what crosses our desk and when. The
recent heartbreaking Greek forest fires were somewhat out of
our territory but there, serendipitously, was a book review about
the Lonesome Lake fire in 2003. We can connect in a small way,
in spirit and experience, to people halfway round the world.
We rarely write about these coincidences, though we usually
see them, sometimes plan them. With looming deadlines, there
is usually no time and no space for comment. We hope that our
readers will see and enjoy them—and find others of which we
were unaware.
Knowing about other people’s struggles and issues is
important for more than empathy. When you read ‘New Denver

T

Readers’ Letters

Tel: 250-629-3660 • Fax: 629-3838
Email:news@islandtides.com & islandtides@islandtides.com

Deadline: Wednesday between Publications
Off-Island Canadian Subscriptions $42.40
Voluntary Mail & Box Pick-up Subscriptions $26.50

OSBORNE
ELECTRO-MECHANICS LTD.

PUMPS • MOTORS • FANS
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS
Dan Osborne, President
Grant Blandford, Sales

Ph: 250-386-3381

Fax: 250-386-3382

107-2740 Bridge Street, Victoria V8T 5C5

Saturna LTC Meeting Corrections
Dear Editor:
As a recent new resident of Saturna Island, I have come to enjoy
the folksy accounts of life on Saturna as penned by Priscilla
Ewbank in her column ‘Saturna Notes.’ While my main focus
over the last five months has been the construction of our home,
I have taken time away to hike the trails, visit the beaches and
experience and participate in the wonderful volunteerism that
excels in this community. Priscilla has provided accounts of this
many times in her column.
One of my recent experiences was to attend a meeting of the
Saturna Island Local Trust Committee. I noted Priscilla’s
attendance at that meeting and reading her account of some of
the business items discussed caused me to think that perhaps
either she or I were misinformed about a couple of the items on
the agenda. While she makes casual reference to the items, I
think her reporting needs to be questioned in respect to planning
applications by Larry Page representing Saturna Beach Estates
(Winery) and Geord Holland representing East Point Ocean
Resort. In the first instance, Mr Page was requesting a zoning
amendment to allow construction of a dock to be used by guests
visiting the winery. At no time did I hear a reference to changing
the land use from residential to commercial as referenced in her
reporting. My understanding is that the winery is zoned Farm
Resort and the existing strata prefers that Mr Page have a
separate dock for winery guests.
In the second instance, Mr Holland has applied for a rezoning
to adjust some of the land use performance standards at the
lodge. As I understand, Mr Holland is offering to reduce density
from 18 units currently allowed to 12 units. In exchange, he is
requesting that the owner’s occupancy privilege be increased to
something more than the 29 consecutive and 45 maximum
annual days allowed in the bylaw. At no time did I hear or read
in the planning report that Mr Holland was planning to build
residential units as reported by Priscilla. Finally, there was
reference to another application on the agenda for a bylaw to
designate the community hall a heritage building. I concur with
her understanding of this application.
Wayne Quinn, Saturna Island
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BC’s best wild-only salmon,
live local crab, fresh halibut
& other seasonal seafood

FOR ADVANCE ORDERS
call 250-537-3474 or
email fish@saltspring.com

THURSDAYS
10am-1pm: Poets Cove, S. Pender
1:30-5pm: Port Browning, N. Pender

FRIDAYS
11am-5pm: Maple Bay, Vancouver Is.

SATURDAYS
9am-1pm: Sturdies Bay, Galiano
1:30-5pm: Miners Bay, Mayne

SUNDAYS
11am-5pm: Montague Marina, Galiano

says no to cell phones,’ be inspired at the results that organizing
a community can bring; and be amazed at that community’s view
of itself as having something quite different to offer.
Using Island Tides to find out more and tracing back the
history of issues is getting easier with our growing archive online, not to mention that each newspaper can itself be
downloaded. Over 5,000 people do just that each month.
Over the last nearly 19 years, Island Tides has grown to be a
joint enterprise of a marvellous, loose federation of souls in the
Salish Sea. Staying power has its rewards; in fact, we are told
Island Tides is the largest-circulation, longest-running
independent newspaper in BC. (Christa does not know whether
to be happy or horrified about that!)
Our readers are a great help with their informed letters and
commentary and introduce topics that we otherwise would not
be able to cover.
For advertisers, we provide a unique regional window for
businesses and community enterprises to showcase their
products and services to a dynamic and discerning readership. It
is just as interesting finding out who our advertising customers
are and what they do as it is finding out about our readers.
Adding Denman and Hornby to our Canada Post mail-out
brings the total of households which receive Island Tides in their
mailboxes to a whopping 12,000 households, all read by families,
friends and visitors.
Some years back, when we were first developing our website,
we asked Islanders, ‘Would you read your Island Tides online?’
The emphatic replies as to where people preferred to read their
Island Tides was astonishing: on the beach, on the ferry, in the
line-up, by the stove, at the store, in the café, on the kitchen table.
Once delivered, this printed artifact takes on a life of its own.
Enjoy!

Dear Editor:
A few years ago a friend of mine and I were discussing what to
call this age we were living in. You know, there was the ‘Age of
Enlightenment’, the ‘Jazz Age’, the ‘Age of Agriculture,’ etc. ‘This,’
he said, ‘Must be the Garb-age!’ How right he was!
I live at the north end of Galiano Island and down below my
property, and just across the road, is a wharf and dock. This is the
gathering place for people who have property or friends on Reid,

Starting September 4, 2007, BC Ferries'
Fall/Winter/Spring schedule between Tsawwassen
and the Southern Gulf Islands will include an
improved Friday night schedule during the
shoulder seasons (September 7 - October 12,
2007; March 20, 21, 2008; May16 - June 20,
2008).
This new schedule is designed to balance
available capacity with travel demand through
increased car deck utilization and enhanced
customer service through improved on-time
performance.
Printed copies of the new schedule will be
available starting August 25, 2007. For full
schedule details, visit www.bcferries.com.

Hall, Thetis and Kuper Islands. They leave their cars at the
bottom of my property, nose to the fence which I had to build in
order to keep them from having their boat hitches scattered any
which-way down there.
After parking their cars and making sure they are locked (you
never know about these locals) they walk down to the dock and
wait for the launch to pick them up. When they return at the end
of their holiday (some stay a weekend, some a week, some most
of the summer) they repeat the process with one exception.
They carry out their garbage, bring it over in the launch, walk
up the wharf and dump by my fence overflowing garbage bags,
beer-cans, and whatever else they don’t want to take home with
them. (I have taken rubber gloves and put on my gumboots and
gone through some of these bags; I won’t list what I have found in
case you are reading this on a coffee break or while eating lunch.)
This has been going on for several years. I collect it up and
have to pay to have it hauled off the island. This year it seems
especially bad—the garbage strike in Vancouver? Well, maybe.
The cars parked down below are nice cars, high-end Volvos,
Toyotas, Hondas and the occasional Audi or Porsche. They all
look as though they have just been though a car wash. A few have
stickers supporting various admirable causes. I should imagine
the people who own these cars live in nice neighbourhoods and
are fairly well-to-do. They would be seriously offended if I were to
dump my garbage at the end of their property or on their street!
So what is happening here? Do they not think? Is it because
they are ‘in the country’ that it’s okay to do this? These are not
Galiano Islanders, just as the drunken partygoers who trashed a
local beach the other weekend were not, we think, from Galiano.
What can we do about this? I’ve tried homemade signs but that
doesn’t work. Can we impose fines at beaches or refuse to let
holidaymakers from these other Islands park up here? (tougher
yet). They add nothing to our Island except garbage.
Who do they think they are? Even more interestingly, who do
they think we are? (‘Somebody’ will take care of the trash, and of
course ‘somebody’ will, because we love our island and want to
keep it clean.)
Sometimes, if I’m coming back from a walk or getting my
mail, I see them heading down with all the paraphernalia that
makes for a good time. Many have children with them and I’m
pleased to see that the children are wearing life-vests. These are
concerned parents teaching their children early about safety.
But what are they really teaching them? That because mama
and papa don’t want to carry all that smelly garbage all the way
home in their nice car, it’s okay to toss it. Will these kids grow up
to be the next generation of ‘drunken youths’ who come over to
our beaches to party and leave their mess behind?
Audrey Thomas, Galiano Island ✐

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
REMOVE:

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE • $31.80 • With image $37.10 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42.40 • With image $47.70 (max 70 words)

Saturdays till Thanksgiving

Sat, Wed & Fri, Sept 15, 19 & 21

Pender Islands Farmers’ Market—‘Come drop by ’cuz you
just never know what you’ll find or who you’ll meet!’ Fresh local
produce; baked goods and cheeses; local art and artisan works. •
Community Hall, Bedwell Harbour Road • Every Saturday
9:30am–1pm • ON PENDER ISLAND

David Hickey’s Crystal Journey—crystal singing bowl
concert, mystical escapes through sound and vibration with
healing tones of quartz crystal bowls, paiste gongs, chakra
chimes, and more • SECHELT: Sept 15, 7:30pm, Saint Hilda’s
Anglican Church; POWELL RIVER: Sept 19, 7:30pm, Trinity Hall;
QUADRA ISLAND: Sept 21, 12:30pm, Tsa-Kwa-Luten Oceanfront
Resort; (upcoming dates in Victoria, Vancouver, Duncan, and
Mayne Island) • Info: www.crystaljourney.ca • SECHELT,
POWELL RIVER & QUADRA ISLAND

Thursdays, September 6, 15 & 20
Pender Film Group Screenings—THURS SEPT 6: The Wind
that Shakes the Barley (2006) A sympathetic look at Republicans
in early 20th century Ireland, and two brothers who are torn
apart by anti-Brit rebellion; SAT SEPT 15: The Lives of Others
(2006, Oscar-winner, German-subtitled) horrifying, sometimes
funny surveillance in the former East Germany THUR SEPT 20:
Radiant City (2006) a documentary which turns the genre inside
out, a vivid account of life in the late suburban age • Community
Hall • All showings 7:30pm • Admission by donation • Info:
www.penderislands.org, click ‘events’ • ON PENDER ISLAND

Thurs to Sun, September 6 to 9
Salt Spring Island GLBT Pride—SEPT 6: Art show at Barb’s,
5pm; SEPT 7: ‘The Nylons’ at ArtSpring, 7:30pm; SEPT 8: Panel
Discussion: Human Rights in Iran and Canada, ArtSpring,
7:30pm: speakers from UN, CBC, Canada & Iran; Briony Penn as
moderator; Freedom Dance at Barb’s, 9:30pm; SEPT 9: Potluck
picnic, Ruckle Park, noon-5pm • Info: www.saltspring.com/glossi
• ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Thurs to Sun, September 13 to 16
Crimson Coast’s Annual InFrinGinG Dance
Festival:
Dancing
the
Diaspora—
multicultural performances at MalU
Theatre: Elmer & Coyote: Byron Chief
Moon, Karen Jamieson (Aboriginal); In
Praise of Wilderness: Anjali (East Indian);
Four Seasons: Yayoi Hirano (Japan);
Triapsora: Moving Dragon & Orchid
Ensemble (Chinese) • Forums, roundtable
discussions & more • Downtown & all around
• Tickets: Free to $18 • Info: 250-716-3230,
www.crimsoncoastdance.org • IN NANAIMO

Centennial carillon sounds again
Familiar hourly chimes are back in downtown Victoria
soundscape. The Westminster Chimes played by the
Netherlands Centennial Carillon on the grounds of the Royal BC
Museum are sounding again.
Silenced in 2003 because of an irreparable technical problem,
the carillon’s automated playing system was replaced last month
with state-of-the-art technology from the Netherlands, thanks to
a donation from a local family. The $55,000 modernization
project also included replacement of the carillon’s original clavier
(keyboard) and foot pedals.
Benefactor Ralph Bodine commented, ‘We are pleased to be
able to donate the funds that have enabled the restoration of the
keyboard, bringing the sound of the bells alive.’
Even though the Westminster chimes and the preprogrammed, automated concerts haven’t been heard since
2003, the Netherlands Centennial Carillon hasn’t been
completely silent—carillonneur Rosemary Laing has continued
to perform live recitals during this time.
The 49-bell Netherlands Centennial Carillon was a gift to the
province from BC’s Dutch community in 1967, in honour of
Canada’s 100th birthday.
In 1971, 13 more bells were added, bringing the total to 62,
making it Canada’s largest carillon—a distinction it still holds. In
2003, the instrument, housed in its 27-metre (90-foot) tower,
became part of the Royal BC Museum Corporation. ✐

A ringing in the ears
Tinnitus affects over 360,000 Canadians. Persons with tinnitus
are perceiving sounds that do not really exist. Tinnitus is often
described as a buzzing or ringing in the ears. However,
individuals report a wide range of sounds of varying durations
and varying intensities. Sometimes the sounds are accompanied
by pressure or pain in or around the ear or by a painful sensitivity
to sounds. The impact of tinnitus ranges from annoying to
debilitating.
While tinnitus is often associated with hearing loss, people
with normal hearing can also be affected by it. Tinnitus is
invisible and difficult to explain to others, adding to the
frustration of those affected. The potential causes are many, but
it is often difficult to identify the actual cause in an individual
case. Many persons with tinnitus report that consuming caffeine,
nicotine, alcohol, aspirin, or some other drugs sometimes makes
their tinnitus temporarily worse. Other factors such as high-salt
diets, stress, fatigue, loud noises, and even quiet environments
may also contribute to an awareness of heightened levels of
tinnitus.
Hearing aids, maskers, and various forms of stress-reduction
and other forms of therapy are a few of the things that can be
used to better cope with tinnitus specifically. Visit the Canadian
Hard of Hearing website to learn more: www.chha.ca. ✐

Mon to Fri, Sept 17 to 21 & 24 to 28
Mud Girls Presents A Cob and Permaculture Workshop—
participate in a hands-on natural building workshop, build a
small earthen cabin using all locally harvested materials, listen to
evening discussions with local Permaculture gurus, learn more
about sustainable living on the West Coast; be part of a growing
community and come away with a new-found love for mud! •
Registration: $150-$250/week, food and camping included •
Info: Molly 250-537-5304 or www.mudgirls.ca •
ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturday & Sunday, Sept 29 & 30
Introduction to Improvisation & Chord Theory— 2-day
workshop with Annie Siegel, learn to work with chords, scales,
'riffs', rhythm, patterns & melody; learn to play ‘by ear’ and to
trust your own creative intuition• Denman Island Arts Centre •
10am–4pm daily • Workshop Fees: $90 + $5 materials • Info and
registration www.artsdenman.com, message at 1-888-335-11221
or 250-335-1224 ON DENMAN ISLAND

PROMOTE YOUR EVENT!
islandtides@islandtides.com

250-629-3660
WEATHER from page 1
least a trace of rain, and less than 8 hours of sun during any one
day.

Canadians discard over 140,000 tonnes of electronics each year,
which places a sizeable burden on municipal landfills,’ according
to the BC government. E-waste contains toxic metals like lead,
mercury and cadmium, which can end up in surface and
groundwater. Because those materials are valuable and reusable,
old electronics are often illegally exported for salvage to
developing countries with very poor labour practices.
In a new program, the Electronics Stewardship Association of
BC (ESABC) has contracted Encorp Pacific to collect and recycle
computers, monitors, desktop-printers and TVs. Other
organizations are also submitting recycling and reuse plans for
Ministry of Environment approval and re-use programs for
functional electronics are currently operating independently.
‘I’m proud that BC leads North America in the development
of industry-led product stewardship programs,’ said Brock
MacDonald, executive director of the Recycling Council of BC
‘This is another important step toward diverting waste from
landfills and toward zero waste in BC.’
The new e-waste stewardship program will be funded by an
industry-set environmental handling charge paid by consumers
on the purchase of new electrical and electronic equipment.
ESABC's program will also facilitate metal and plastic
recovery and reuse, and could eventually eliminate e-waste from
municipal landfills. Visit www.recycling.gov.bc.ca to view BC’s
electronic product stewardship plan. ✐

What are your
options?
Find out from your
Gulf Islands’ alternative
energy specialists

energyoptions@telusnet

Rainbow Road Salt Spring Island VK V
electrical contractors • solar • wind • microhydro systems

Comparison Are Odious

JAKOBSEN

Dissatisfaction with this August could be blamed on comparing
it to last August which was the 7th driest (2.4mm of rain) and the
sunniest on record. Last year’s August sun of 357.9 hours broke
the old monthly record of 348.2 set in 1987.
This August total monthly sunshine of 274.6hours was below
the normal of 289.3 hours, but not in the bottom 10 dullest
Augusts— small consolation.

ASSOCIATES
C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes

Temperatures Just Above Normal
It seems to be the sunshine that means summer to people;
despite dull days, temperatures were actually above normal:
average high of 22.1ºC (normal 22ºC), average low of 11.4ºC
(normal 10.8ºC), and mean temperature 16.8ºC (normal
16.4ºC).

Summer (June/July/August ) Review
Like August the entire summer of 2007 was notable for lack of
sunshine. The cumulative total bright sunshine for June, July
and August was 796.5 hours (normal 863.8 hours). This makes
it the 6th dullest summer since sunshine records began in 1969.
People’s sense of sun deprivation is probably more acute as
the summer of 2006 had 994.6 hours of sun and was the 3rd
brightest on record.
The sunniest summer (1985) had 1060.6 hours of sun and the
dullest summer (1976) had 717 hours of sun.

Summer 2007 Precipitation
Summer precipitation can very greatly from the lowest of
19.5mm in 2003 to the highest of 145.8mm set in 1948. This
year’s three month total of just over 100mm was not in the top or
bottom 10, but it was twice last year’s 49.9mm.
The mean temperature (16.4ºC, normal 15.7ºC) for the
combined three months was above the normal, but not in the top
ten, unlike the past four years.
The total precipitation of 104.1mm was above the normal
75.4mm. It rained 36.1mm in June, 31.8mm in July and 36.2mm
in August. The driest summer on record (2003) had 19.5mm of
rain. The wettest summer on record (1948) had 145.8 mm of
rain.
Ed’s Note: Statistics are based on preliminary Victoria
International Airport data. Because the 31st was on Friday
before the Labour Day weekend, forecast data was used for the
last day of the month. (Normals based on data from 1971 to
2000).

WATERFRONT PROPERTY
FOR SALE ON VALDES ISLAND

Affordable high quality Island Homes
4.95

$189,900
TO

7

ACRE LOTS

R ICHARD H ILL

A MEX B ROADWAY W EST R EALTY

WWW.CUSTOMCABINKITS.COM

Consumers will pay to
reduce e-waste

Energy Options

COAST COTTAGES
Western Red Cedar
Material Packages to Lock-up
604.886.0917
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604-948-0434

WWW.WESTCOASTLAND.NET

K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com

Invitation To Tender
The Mayne Island Improvement District will be
accepting bids to connect existing generator to
the Mayne Island Health Centre.
Please contact Mr. Jeff Francis, 250-539-5156,
Paddy Lambert, 250-539-5400, or
mifd@shaw.ca, to obtain project details and
requirements.
Qualified Contractors will need to submit their
proposals by end of business, Sept. 12/07 via
email,mifd@shaw.ca, or mail ( Attention :
Generator Project Tender, P.O. Box 19, Mayne
Island, BC,V0N-2J0). The lowest bid will not
necessarily be the successful one.
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Voluntary Subscription? Keep
meaning to send it in? Help keep
all this great news coming!

Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make you a good contact?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?
If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our 70 free
boxes located across the Strait of Georgia and from
Victoria to Nanaimo, you can show your support and
appreciation by mailing a voluntary subscription of

($25 + $1.50 gst = $26.50) to:
Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0
(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!
And a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you
who have given subscriptions. And keep
those lovely letters coming. We paste them
all in our scrapbooks!

Sean W. Copeland
Financial Planner

Custom Portfolio Designs
RRIF, Pension & RRSP
604-889-5982
scopeland@shaw.ca
www.swcopeland.com

THE ART & CRAFT OF SHELTER
AUTHENTIC PRE-CRAFTED HOME PACKAGES...
OF THE UTMOST QUALITY.

Book Review by Richard Curchin

Wildfire in the Wilderness
rom wildflowers to wildfires this
To put the matter in context, Chris
book is about life in the wilderness writes that the radio reported on the June
of BC’s coastal mountains, 500 27 that there had been 1,400 lightning
miles north of Vancouver. Published in strikes in BC in the previous 24 hours,
2006, it is the latest bestseller written by resulting in 400 fires.
Chris
Czajkowski
(pronounced
It appears that the Lonesome Lake fire
Tchaikovsky, like the composer). Chris is was started by lightning on June 24 and
known for her contributions to CBC’s took a month to burn the 5 kms from the
‘Morningside’ program. Her previous lightning strike until it burned John
books including Cabin at Singing River, Edward’s cabin at Lonesome Lake. The
Diary of a Wilderness Dweller and Vancouver Sun reported that on July 27
Lonesome: Memoirs of a Wilderness Dog. the fire had tripled in size in just one day
The first part of ‘Wildfire’ sets the to 103 square kilometers.
scene with a collection of anecdotes about
At that time, Chris had three clients
Chris’ home and tourist eco-business at and her two wwoofers staying with her.
Nuk Tessli on Spinster Lake. Spinster The clients flew out on July 28 after their
Lake (Witton Lake, as it is now called) is departure had been delayed by the
on Witton Creek which flows down to hazards of flying, due to smoke limiting
Charlotte Lake high in
the Coast Mountains. BUCKY & RAFFI
Chris’ lively anecdotes
describe the difficulties
and pleasures of living
and running a business,
mainly single-handed,
on a remote lake.
The book introduces
Chris, her wwoofer
helpers (willing workers
on organic farms), her
pack dogs, neighbours
and the local pilots who
ferry her and her
supplies to her home.
Her tales include treks with her dogs, visibility; leaving Chris and the two
helicopter rides, majestic scenery and the wwoofers behind at Spinster Lake to
native flora and fauna in a place 20kms finalize their evacuation plans.
from the nearest road—under snow for
Later that day the threat worsened and
eight months each year.
Chris, her two dogs and her wwoofers flew
The second part of the book describes to Nimpo Lake when the fire was only 12
the Lonesome Lake fire in Tweedsmuir km from her cabin. Chris writes that there
Provincial Park in the summer of 2004 and were 26 firefighters deployed on the fire
is a first-hand account of a community of when John Edward’s cabin burned at
wilderness
dwellers
facing a wildfire.
It touches on the coordination problems of
multiple
government
agencies as they organize,
prioritize and conduct a
fire-fighting operation.
The fire started in
June 2004. After some
initial attack work BCFS
(British Columbia Fire
Service) reviewed the
situation and decided
with BC Parks that,
although the fire was in a
full suppression zone, Canoeing on Witton Lake after spring break-up, May 2006
because of the difficulty of fighting a fire in Lonesome Lake on July 24. This had grown
that terrain it had to be allowed to to 300 firefighters by July 31, fighting a fire
now covering 160 square kms.
continue to burn.

F

Four days later there were 460
firefighters fighting a fire covering 190
square kilometers. On August 9, BC
Forests announced that the now 198
square kilometer fire was 80% contained
and the evacuation order was lifted.
On August 10, 13 days after leaving
Nuk Tessli, Chris and her dogs were able
to fly back home. The fire had come to
within 8kms of her cabin but fortunately
nothing was damaged. John Edwards at
Lonesome Lake had not been so lucky; his
home and all his possessions except what
he had been able to carry out on foot were
reduced to ashes.
This then is a story of the
unpredictability of wildfire. Who could
have predicted that of all the fires that had
been started by lightning that this was the
one that would slowly burn for a month
and then turn into a raging inferno in the
space of a day? It makes very real the
immense size of a wildfire out of control,
the effort needed to fight it and the effect
it has on people’s lives.
Chris is a gifted artist, printmaker
and photographer but despite this, the
book has only one photograph beside
those on the cover. She has illustrated
the book with a number of charming
pencil sketches and maps. The maps
need to be read in conjunction with a
map of BC to work out their correct
orientation and position in the Coastal
Mountains range.
Go
to
Chris’s
website
www.nuktessli.ca and you can see her
collection of photos that complement
this book and show you the glory of her
wilderness world. Chris comes to the
coast nearly every fall for a book tour,
look out for her in your area.
Wildfire in the Wilderness, Chris
Czajkowski, Harbour Publishing, $19.95

Salt Spring Sagas ~ Gail Neumann
Just Fiddling Around
Fiddleworks held it’s 8th annual Salt
Spring Fiddle Camp from August 20 to
24. The camp brought together 130
fiddlers with 18 top-rated national and
international instructors for a week-long
fiddle intensive. But the fun didn’t end
with fiddles. Participants also had the
opportunity to practice the cello, join in a
1 800 655 5574
WWW.PRECRAFTEDHOMES.COM

gospel choir, or exercise their other
artistic sides in drama, dance, drumming,
and lino printing.
Three times during the week the group
opened the doors to the community. The
instructors’ showcase at Artspring
brought the slate of amazing teachers to

the stage to share their talent with
Islanders. The group moved to the
Treehouse Restaurant for a mid-week jam
session that had the surrounding street
packed with fans clapping and dancing to
the lively rhythms. On the last day, all the
participants gathered at Fulford Hall for a
rousing student performance followed by
a family dance.
Fiddleworks Community Development
Society is the brainchild of Jaime RokebyThomas. It is dedicated to bringing people
together to share in the joy of music,
develop life and leadership skills and
build community. On her website,
Rokeby-Thomas states, ‘I believe very
strongly in the idea that music is for
everyone…because music has a great deal
to teach us about ourselves, about
community, about learning, about beauty,
about love.’
One of Fiddleworks’ aims is to have
northern students interact regularly with
top instructors, getting teaching and
feedback on their playing, regardless of
their location. Five times a year, Rokeby-

Thomas and her teaching colleagues
travel to remote communities in the far
North to instruct at fiddle events for
Aboriginal children. The fiddle is a bridge
between the old and the new linking their
traditional culture with the music of our
time.
The society has recently achieved nonprofit status and so the vision can grow
thanks to the help of Ellie Parks and the
Fiddleworks Board of Directors.
Throughout the year, Fiddleworks hosts
local one-day workshops, community
dances and offers their services to other
music
organizations.
For
more
information about Fiddleworks Society or
to
become
a
member
see
www.fiddleworks.ca.

‘Critical Mass’ Ride
On August 25, Salt Spring cyclists
converged on Ganges following a ride
from points north and south of the Island.
It was a slow ride so participants could
ride together. Along the main roads
SALT SPRING SAGAS, turn to next page

S ISLAND
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RNA
Two adjacent waterfront lots
Classy cedar cottage
Recent upgrades $560,000

Joan Combes, Broker/Owner
Susanne Middleditch, Realtor
866.539.2121 fax 250.539.5567
www.saturnarealty.com

1.5 acre Ocean View $525,000
Cedar log home and studio
Completely remodeled, turn-key

Saturna Island Regatta 2007
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Richard Blagbourne, photos Nancy Angermeyer
s the Fleet Captain maneuvered his formidable task in penance for not launching
Marie Rose out of Boot Cove for this his own yacht Shearwater, in time for the
year’s action at the Saturna Island regatta). Nancy Angermeyer left him to his
Regatta, he looked with trepidation at the sorry dilemma and clicked away as Official
state of the local fleet. Many vessels were out of Photographer. These three stalwarts not only
commission for lack of
provided a reasonable
crew,
lack
of
starting line for the 18
maintenance or lack of
competitors, but they
initiative.
also sent them off
Others were away
sharply on time at
in foreign waters or
11am, and recorded it
had owners obsessed
on film as well.
with trivialities such as
With the yachts
the marriage of an
leaning to a brisk 15
only daughter or
knot southerly, the
attendance at critical
scratch boat, Ron and
civic functions.
Donna
Drane’s
Would this be the
Miracles,
started
year that foreign boats
building an excellent
dominate? At the end
start into an early lead.
of the day … it didn’t
Gary
Sunderland’s
matter. The wind
C&C27 Peddler (White
filled in to provide the
Rock), Doug and
best sailing conditions
Jackie Truscott’s little
ever encountered by
Nonsuch 22 Katika
the fleet. The battle
(Salt Spring Island),
was furious and full of
Tony Simmonds’ (first
close boat-on-boat
race) local Folkboat
engagements up and
Reverie, Rob Zuk’s
down
Plumper SATURNA SPIRIT & CHINA CLOUD
little wooden Fir Cat
Sound. All the yachts
(Pender Island) were
sailed fast and looked marvelous. It was
also off quickly. Right behind was a cluster of
apparent that all the crews were having a great
Marie Rose, Brian Haley’s beautiful big
time.
Beneteau Saturna Spirit, Nick Kaiser’s stalwart
The action started when Tom Ayres moved
49’
cutter China Cloud (Bellingham/Saturna),
his pretty little classic powerboat Merriwake
Michael
Durland and Kat Fennel’s sleek 74into position on the starting line off Croker
year-old
Six Meter Challenge (Orcas Island),
Point, as this year’s official Committee Boat.
Aboard, Official Race Starter John Robertson, and James White’s little 19’ classic Sun Rip. Jeff
juggled several flags, a brass horn and a one
REGATTA. please turn to page 11
dollar Ikea alarm clock. (John had accepted this

A

SALT SPRING SAGAS from previous page
cyclists rode single file, and at only safe and
strategic times rode en masse, taking a whole
lane for a short while.
The ‘Critical Mass’ events are organized for
the empowerment of cyclists and to reclaim the
streets as a place where cars and bicycles can

After the operation, Joe gave official bell
ringer Walter Huser a demonstration of the
way his grandfather taught him to ring when he
was a boy in Slavonia. In a grand finale Father
Sean Flynn rode the bucket to the top of the
church and blessed the bell.
This completes the first phase of church
renovations. The Mouat family has generously

Work starts on historic Duncan Train
Station

On August 13, 1886, Sir John A Macdonald and Robert Dunsmuir promised the folks of ‘Duncan’s
Crossing’ that they would get a station. The station, built the next year, soon could not
accommodate the increased amount of timber, mining and agricultural products being shipped
from the Cowichan Valley. The Esquimalt & Nanaimo Railway constructed a larger station in 1912,
home to its first station master, Rowland Fawcett, and his family.
It is this building, an integral part of Duncan’s downtown, and now home to the Cowichan
Valley Museum, that is getting a facelift. Often the first building that tourists and visitors see when
arriving in Duncan, repair is starting with the windows in preparation for painting the building.
The work undertaken this week at the station is part of a larger tide of heritage conservation
projects in the Cowichan Valley, including the Keating Farm, now owned by The Land
Conservancy, and the Elkington House on the grounds of the Garry Oak Preserve, saved by the
Nature Conservancy of Canada. ✐
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coexist safely. The hope is to encourage
Islanders to use bikes to get around more
sustainably.
Cyclists plan to pedal into town together on
the last Saturday of every month.The next ride
is on September 29. For more info email:
firefly@island.net.
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St Paul’s Church
Recapitated

SHORELINE DESIGN
www.shorelinedesign.ca

offered to help replace the fence around the
historic cemetery.
Still in progress are placing a memorial
naming all those in the cemetery whose graves
are unmarked and completing various building
upgrades. Donations can be mailed to St Paul’s
Restoration Project, 2731 Fulford Ganges Rd.
Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1Z3. ✐

A Better Way to Build
Save time, money and headaches.

1,582 sq. ft. - $47,400
FOB Vancouver (Standard Specs)

• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct.
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly (to lock-up stage in 3 - 4 days).
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.

Complete
Package from

$129,000

Calico has been manufacturing
quality log homes for over 35
years. We are dedicated to
manufacturing
the
highest
standard of log structures within
our industry. Based in Maple
Ridge, British Columbia, we have
access to some of the finest wood
resources in the world.

•
•
•
•
•

3 bedrooms
2 bathrooms
1018 sq ft main level
340 sq ft second level
1358 sq ft total

Your Island Representative

• excellent
references

Our stringent quality control
process ensures that only the
best materials enter and leave
our facility. Using only premium
logs and a consistent production
process, our homes are built for
strength and beauty. We have
over 300 standard plans for
cottages and homes, which are
fully customizable thanks to our
in-house design team.

Russ Anderson

Peter Christenson

specializing in water access
over steep & rugged terrain

START PLANNING YOUR DREAM HOME
OR COTTAGE WITH CALICO LOG HOMES

www.calicologhomes.com

• fully insured

250-629-8386

78I8%,"(,

Saltspring

The restored cupola and bell were hoisted to the
peak of St Paul’s Catholic church on August 24
and the occasion was marked with joyful
ringing of the bell over Fulford Harbour.
Robert Reindl had lovingly recreated the
cupola covering it with cedar shakes and copper
trim and reattached the white steel cross. Joe
Somebody (Budimcic) and Salt Spring Crane
and Rigging lifted it back onto the roof.

"# 4RANSMISSION #ORPORATION IS THE #ROWN CORPORATION
THAT PLANS OPERATES AND MAINTAINS THE PROVINCES
PUBLICLY OWNED ELECTRICAL TRANSMISSION SYSTEM

View over 100 plans at:
www.nelson-homes.com

R. Anderson Technical Services
Duncan, BC
Phone: (250) 720-6000
Fax: (250) 720-2270
e-mail: russanderson@shaw.ca

14093 - 256th St, Maple Ridge, BC, V4R 1C9
Tel: 604.462.9608 • Toll-Free: 1.866.462.9608
info@calicolog.com • Fax: 604.462.9606

Call today to start planning your
dream home or cottage.
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Hornby and South Pender trustees elected Gerald Island slated for proposed Strait
of Georgia new park
Voters on Hornby and South Pender islands
elected two new trustees to the Islands Trust on
Saturday, August 25 at by-elections on each of
the islands. South Pender voters elected Wendy
Scholefield, who received 101 votes against 79
for opponent Richard Rue. On Hornby Island,
voters elected Tony Law with 338 votes, versus
George Buvyer who received 194 votes.
Scholefield is new to the Islands Trust, while
Law has previous experience as an elected
representative of Hornby Island and as a
member of the Islands Trust Executive
Committee. The two by-elections became
necessary in May following the resignation of
former Trustee Cari St. Pierre on Hornby Island
and the death of former Trustee John Henshaw
of South Pender Island.
The newly elected Trustees will complete the
current term of office, which ends in December
2008 and will fill two roles. They each sit on the

3-member Local Trust Committee for their
area, which has the power and authority of a
regional district board to make land use plans
and regulations. Trustees also sit on the Islands
Trust Council, which considers broader policy,
operational and financial decisions to achieve
the provincial ‘preserve and protect’ mandate of
the Islands Trust on behalf of Trust Area
residents and all British Columbians.
The newly elected trustees will be sworn in
after September 4, and will then be eligible to sit
on their local trust committee. Both are also
expected to attend the next quarterly meeting of
the Islands Trust Council, scheduled for
September12-14 on Bowen Island.
General Local Elections for the entire
Islands Trust Area will be held in November
2008, on the same schedule as other local
government elections throughout British
Columbia. ✐

The BC government, working in partnership
with The Land Conservancy of British
Columbia, has reached an agreement to
acquire Gerald Island near Nanoose Bay for
future designation as a provincial marine
park.
The 28.8 acre Gerald Island is located in
the Ballenas-Winchelsea Archipelago, which
is made up of 13 islands and numerous islets
located near Nanoose Bay. The island was
purchased for $1.375 million from province
funds. Gerald Island is a good example of
the rocky coastal bluff ecosystem rarely
found undisturbed in the Coastal Douglasfir biogeoclimatic zone in the southern Strait
of Georgia.
It is also home to northern and California
sea-lions, bald eagles, and many other bird

and marine species.
The island is accessed recreationally by
small boats, especially kayaks and canoes.
The Ministry of the Environment is in the
early stages of investigating the feasibility of
establishing a marine park in the BallenasWinchelsea archipelago. If this park is
established—following consultations with
the Nanoose First Nation, Qualicum First
Nation and the Te’mexw Treaty Association,
and federal and local governments—Gerald
Island will be included in the larger park
area.
‘The Ballenas-Winchelsea archipelago is
a unique group of islands,’ said Bill Turner,
executive director of The Land Conservancy.
‘The acquisition of Gerald Island is a critical
step in making the park a reality.’ ✐

community, which is used to taking on projects,
and Parks Canada which seems to be willing to
explore options.
So often buildings, trees, vistas, disappear—
community amenities that, although not owned
by the community, benefit everyone greatly. In
the Gulf Islands National Parks Reserve, Parks
Canada has been consulting locally before
making major changes. This is much
appreciated.

Royal Roads University (Jesse) and Goldstream
Hatchery (Steve) have been out doing their
third annual salmonid survey on Lyall Creek.
They surveyed six sites and report, ‘Very
positive results. 186 fish were sampled (59 coho
salmon and 127 cutthroat trout). This is the
highest number of fish we’ve seen in three years
of sampling.’
The report goes on to say, ‘The coho are also
increasing their range further upstream than
previous years. The increase in coho numbers
has resulted in a decrease in cutthroat numbers
as they establish a balance in the stream.The
coho have re-established naturally after
restoration work (on the road culvert) was
carried out in 2003 and 2004. The cutthroat
trout have been in the stream throughout but
appear to be doing well since the restoration
work was completed.’
When I spoke to Tom and his assistant they
were just heading up to look at the swamp by
Davidson’s old place and some runs east to
Narvaez Bay and some runs west to Lyall
Harbour, to see if the Coho had made it up that
far. They were glowing; both from wearing hipwaders while walking up the ultra-steep
Waterfall Trail and because they are so
delighted with the intactness and health of Lyall
Creek. They both declared it to be a truly
functioning watershed.
Todd Golumbia’s report concludes, ‘Chum
salmon continue to return to Lyall Creek after
their reintroduction, although they are not
present in the stream during the summer
months. Last year (2006) was the lowest year
for all species (only one coho was captured).
This year, as wet as it has been, we found the
water levels in the creek to be low. We also
detected beaver activity on the upper creek.
‘If the stars are aligned and everything
works smoothly, we will complete the
restoration work this fall by removing the dam
in the creek and planting a few more trees in the
riparian zone. Hopefully, as we continue to
collect this yearly data, we will learn more about
the fish of Lyall Creek. As always, the dedication
and hard work of Mike and Rick and the high
energy of our student volunteers continue to
make this project a success.’ ✐

SATURNA from page 3
working up a logo, collecting garden photos and
all kinds of local information and experience.
Juliet Kershaw, Nancy Phillips, Nancy
Angermeyer, Beth Jones and Shirley Stonier
are happily working on this project and would
love more people to join them. The next event
sponsored by the ‘31 Square-Saturna Eats’
group is, ‘How Did Your Garden Grow?’
September 26. Time and place to be
announced.

Robertson II Still Stuck
The Robertson II is still stuck on Minx Reef.
New owner, Salt Spring Islander Drew Clarke
has organized two major volunteer efforts to
raise her and still has hopes. ‘I’m trying my
best,’ he said. ‘We just about had her up on the
last try, we needed more airbags and pumps.’
Drew Clarke asks if anyone has found the boom

and the mainmast or anything else belonging to
the Robbie, including the nameplate,
Robertson II. He would be grateful to be call ed
at 250-537-9799.

Foghorn Building Project
Saturna Parks Liaison and Parks Canada
representatives conducted an appraising survey
of the foghorn building at East Point Park. To
everyone’s surprise the two-room building is in
great shape and has a 3,000 gallon cistern
underneath it. Thought is being put into
making a green-grass firebreak with sprinklers
run by water collected off the roof and stored in
the cistern—time will tell!
There is interest and energy in the
Community that perhaps a suitable new use
might be as an interpretive center. Much
remains to be talked about between Saturna’s

Island Wildlife Natural Care Centre

Events, Meetings
The Saturna Rec Centre Society will hold their
Annual General Meeting Saturday, September
29, 10am. All are welcome to join paying
membership dues between 10–10:10am and
then the meeting begins with regular business,
committee reports, new business and election
of directors.
Dr Liz Keay will be giving a talk on the
important topic of osteoporosis and osteofitness at the Community Hall, September 9,
1:30 pm. Osteoporosis affects women and menso it will be a mixed group enjoying the
presentation and refreshments on September
9. The talk is presented by Saturna’s Health
Committee.
The Lyall Harbour/ Boot Cove Water
System held its annual general meeting on
August 25. So far so good—there are strict water
use limitations and we haven’t run out of water
this summer. There were lots of issues for the
40 or so water-users to consider—how to fix the
huge leakage of water from some point in the
dam, what are the merits of gaining a
government grant and how much would it cost
the users.
Certainly since the last meeting, water-users
are more up-to-speed on the technical aspects
of the dam and are conversant with the options
being considered. Water is a precious
commodity and the system is a valuable asset.
Wise and thoughtful planning has to consider
supply, quality, usage ( present and anticipated)
and the costs to the system users.

Fish Study
Todd Golumbia (Parks Canada Ecologist), Tom
Rutherford (DFO), Mike Jack and Rick Jones
(Saturna Streamkeepers), and volunteers from

These are the eyes of just a few of the hundreds of precious wild animals
saved this year at Island Wildlife. Look into their eyes and into your hearts.
Please join our efforts by making a tax deductible donation.
We simply cannot do it without you.
N ame
Address
Phone

Donation amount :

Enclosed please find my cheque
Account no.
Visa

Exp. date

MasterCard

Magic Lake
Estates
Water and Sewer
Local Services
Committee

Signature

NOTICE OF
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Saturday
September 15, 2007
at 1 p.m.
Pender Island Elementary School
For information please call:
1-800-663-4425

Island Wildlife 322 Langs Rd Salt Spring Island V8K1N3 250 537 0777 www.sealrescue.org

Found Island Tides while visit ing the coast? Want to keep reading?
It’s easy—just ‘click’. Read a newspaper that looks like newspaper
on your desktop and visit our advertisers’ websites.

www.islandtides.com

It’s like you never left!
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Ferry fares ‘specials’ in September
Ferry travellers can save on regular ferry fares on nearly all
routes in September. BC Ferries’ ‘CoastSaver’ rates offer
passenger savings of either $1.50 or $5, and vehicle savings
of either $5 or $15 per vehicle. Reduced fares also apply to
commercial vehicles.
The savings apply from September 4 to September 23 on
all Southern Gulf Island and Northern Gulf Island routes, as
well as the Tsawwassen–Duke Point (Nanaimo) route.

Reduced fares also apply to Saturday sailings (September 8,
15, and 22) on the following routes: Tsawwassen–Swartz
Bay, Horseshoe Bay–Departure Bay (Nanaimo), Horseshoe
Bay–Langdale, Earls Cove–Saltery Bay, and Powell
River–Comox.
These reduced fares will enable BC Ferries to ensure that
revenues stay under the quarterly fare caps set by the Ferry
Commissioner. ✐

Coastal Farmers Institutes take a stand ~ Jenny Brown McLeod
t the ‘District A’ Farmers Institutes general meeting,
hosted by Cobble Hill Farmers Institute on August 11,
members adopted the following statements of intent:
1 District A Farmers Institutes have grave concerns about
the safety of the use of terminator seed technology.
2 District A Farmers Institutes support the goal of District A
being a GMO Free Zone.
3 District A Farmers Institutes support the reconfirmation
of farmers’ right to save seeds
4 District A Farmers Institutes are opposed to any land
removal from the Agricultural Land Reserve. We call for a
moratorium on any land removal from the ALR and
support the idea that more land should be added to
increase the size of the ALR.
These intents will be made into policy at the pleasure of the
membership at the next Annual General Meeting.
District A has also formed working committees to pursue the
goal of creating a sustainable, secure, local food supply within the
territory of District A. Other topics these committees will
examine are: biofuels, BC meat regulations, water for agriculture
and public education.
Member organizations of ‘District A’ are: Cobble Hill
Farmers Institute, Comox Farmers Institute, Coombs
Farmers Institute, Cowichan Farmers Institute, Islands
Farmers Institute–Salt Spring, Islands Natural Growers
(Salt Spring), Mayne Island Ag Society, Metchosin Farmers
Institute, Nanaimo-Cedar Farmers Institute, Pender Islands
Farmers Institute, Port Alberni Farmers Institute, Powell
River Farmers Institute, Sayward Farmers Institute, South
Island Women’s Institutes, and Islands Farmers Alliance.
District A represents more than 600 farm families.

A

Important Local Food Production
Issues
The major immediate crisis is the lack of slaughter facilities on
Vancouver Island as of September 1st. Farmers have already
stopped raising sheep, pigs, cattle and poultry because they fear
there will be nowhere to take them for slaughter. Aside from
meat production, locally raised animals provide locally available
fertilizer for organic vegetables and other crops.
The second serious issue is land taken from the Agricultural
Land Reserve for urban development, or used for nonagricultural purpose. Holistic community planning should
embrace the vision that agriculture is a part of people’s lives and
a healthy adjunct to any urban centre.
Many federal and provincial regulations are a barrier to local

food production, making it impossible to achieve the goal of
sustainable agriculture and reduced greenhouse gas emissions.
Water allocation to agriculture is necessary and often
overlooked. Regional and municipal governments must plan for
the long-term and become sustainable communities tied to local
agriculture.
An aging farming population is attributed to lack of
government support for local smallhold farms. Either by
legislated barriers or by neglect. The industry of smallhold farms
is disappearing and so are farmers. Young people cannot afford
the land to get into farming. Itt does not pay to farm the land as
prices are not reflecting the true value of food produced locally;
the future of the small farm is very uncertain, if not grim.
Farmers Institutes are the main support of the 4H Clubs in
BC. That is where young people learn the skills necessary to a
farming avocation. That is one reason that these organizations
are so important to local food production in a sustainable small
farm setting.
People need to know how nutritious their food really is.
Packaging labels do not tell the whole story. The nutritional
values in a naturally grown vegetable or free range animal are
much higher than factory farm products.

Examples on Vancouver Island
In the Cowichan–Nanaimo area particular issues are: the
removal of land from the ALR; the lack of allocation of water for
agricultural use in municipal OCPs; lack of inclusion of planning
for agriculture and farm lands in the Regional District of
Nanaimo and the Cowichan Valley Regional District.
In the Comox Valley entry level farmers cannot afford to buy
land and existing farms cannot afford to expand. Removal of
ALR land for estate homes is a problem, despite the apparent
increase in ALR lands in the area.
This increase is due to the addition of lands which held pine
forests that have been devastated by the pine beetle. This land is
class 5 or 6 farmland, not the class 1, prime farmland, which is
being taken out of the ALR at a great rate. Cast-off silvaculture
land will not support agriculture of crops. It is too dry and the soil
quality is poor. Some subsistence grazing of cattle might be
possible, but no other agricultural use is possible.
Jenny Brown McLeod, Secretary of District A, is one of six
individuals or organizations receiving Community
Stewardship Awards from the Islands Trust this year. She is
receiving the award for her work on groundwater
management and protection on Gabriola Island. ✐

School District # 64 (Gulf Islands)
Looking for a flexible school option for your child? …

If you want your child to be working toward a
BC graduation and would like to have a BC
certified teacher guiding the learning and
offering best-practice learning resources, the
Gulf Islands (SD 64) District Learners
Partnership Program is for you.

Benefits of the DLPP include:







Significant parental partnership
Regular teacher contact
Flexible pacing
Rich learning resource budget
Supports all learning styles
Hybrid program between
home and school

Prior to September 28, contact
the DLPP centre of your choice:
Mayne Island
Ty Binfet
539-2371

Saturna Island
Steve Dunsmuir
539-2472

Pender Islands
Martin Blakesley or
Colleen Fitz-Gerald
629-3711

Pearson College takes to
the saddle
On Saturday, September 1, a group of second-year Pearson
College students, together with staff and faculty members began
the academic year by arriving at the college in Metchosin on
bicycles rather than the college’s vans.
The 33-kilometre ride began at Victoria bus depot at the foot
of Douglas Street. The cyclists decided to begin this year on the
right foot (or wheel) and create momentum for building a
sustainable community at Pearson College. On this first ever
ride, there were about sixteen international students and several
faculty and staff, including college director David Hawley.
This year, 200 students arrived in Victoria from 88 different
countries, about 100 of them for the first time, including arrivals
from East Timor, Cambodia, Haiti, Honduras and El Salvador.
A second ‘Welcome Back’ to Pearson ride began from the
airport, on September 3, cycling Lochside Trail and the
Galloping Goose for 46 kilometers.
Pearson College’s supporters made the sustainable ride
possible. The twenty bicycles in the ride were donated by a
couple in the United Kingdom. However the bicycles themselves
were not shipped from halfway across the world. They were
purchased from Marty’s Mountain Cycle, in Victoria.

About Pearson College
Pearson College is a unique two-year International
Baccalaureate school for two hundred students selected from
around the world based solely on their personal merit, potential
and demonstrated commitment to engage actively in creating a
better world. All students attend on a full scholarship and live
together while studying a liberal arts and outdoors program. One
of 12 United World Colleges worldwide, Pearson’s mission is to
‘make education a force to unite people, nations and cultures for
peace and a sustainable future.’ ✐

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF
INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that
Carlo Rista of Saltspring
Island, BC intends to make
application to Integrated
Land Management Bureau
(ILMB),
Ministry
of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region office for a 10 year
license for ResidentialPrivate Moorage situated on
Provincial
Crown
Land
located in the vicinity of
Southey Bay, Saltspring
Island.
The Lands File Number
that has been established for
this application is #1413030.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at #142-2080 Labieux
Road, Nanaimo, B.C V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until October 5, 2007.
ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website at:
http://www.al.gov.bc.ca/clad
/land_prog_services/progra
ms.html under Applications
and Reasons for Decisions for
more information.
Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information
Advisor
at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau's regional office.

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND
Take notice that:
Robert Raymond Coutts
and June Agnes Coutts of
Victoria B.C. intend to make
application to Integrated Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Coast Region Office for a
License- Residential/Private
Moorage situated on Provincial
Crown land located at Bedwell
Harbour
(North
Pender
Island).
The Lands File Number
that has been established for
this application is #1413931.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at 142 - 2080 Labieux
Rd. Nanaimo, B.C. V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until October 6, 2007.
ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website at:
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/cla
d/land_prog_services/progra
ms.html under the link:
Applications & Reasons for
Decision database for more
information.
Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information
Advisor
at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional Office.

Galiano Island
Glenn Goring
539-2261
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537-1156
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The Rural Pedestrian: an Endangered Species? ~ Graham Brazier
oads are for cars and trucks; at least that’s what the
Dictionary of Canadian English says, and it seems to
be what most of us believe. Well it hasn’t always been
so. Remember ancient Rome? All roads lead there, right?
But when you picture Brutus, Cassius, Casca, et al, arriving
at the Senate steps on the Ides of March, do you see toga clad
dignitaries emerging from a long procession of Cadillacs?
And what about the road to Canterbury? Do you visualise
Geoffrey Chaucer ensconced in a Thunderbird, leading a
disorderly group of pilgrims in a convoy of Mustangs?
Closer to home, can you picture James Douglas, Governor of
the Colony of Vancouver Island hopping into his Buick for a spin
out the Sooke Road to visit Captain and Mrs Langford? Hardly;
and yet in 1853, (ten years before the birth of Henry Ford) Mr
Douglas struck a committee ‘to examine the country between
Soke (sic) and Victoria for the purpose of selecting a line of road
to connect those places.’ Why? Not because he anticipated
Henry’s invention but he believed that construction of a road
would overcome feelings of isolation and unite the two
communities, simply by enabling people to walk or ride horses
between them.
In short, there was a time when roads existed and cars and
trucks did not; a time when all major cities of the world had
intricate networks of streets and roads which formed corridors
for the movement of people, goods and animals and were
essential to the social and economic fabric of life. From ancient
Rome to Victorian England, rural roads accommodated the
comings and goings of soldiers, livestock, tinkers, wanderers,
pilgrims, and other travellers while urban streets teemed with
buyers, sellers and all manner of people and animals. For
centuries, roads, streets and highways stretched and spread
throughout much of the Western world; linking farms with
villages, villages with towns, and towns with cities, bringing with
them social and commercial benefits and, in augmenting
personal mobility, becoming metaphors for individual freedom
and health. Why, then, when I think of the word ‘road’ on
Denman Island do I think of things harsh and threatening? Why
am I not light-hearted?
On one hand it seems a little unfair to blame it all on Henry
Ford, but on the other, it’s worth recalling that his invention,
unlike the train, was designed specifically to run on a surface
which already existed. How convenient for Henry that, hundreds
of years earlier, roads had been invented, constructed and
maintained by people, for people and at the expense of people. It
seems that it never occurred to anyone to suggest that perhaps
Henry might invest in constructing separate surfaces for his new
invention. In any case, competition for use of public roads
followed immediately upon the opening of Henry Ford’s factory
and, in terms of historical time, the struggle for supremacy was
brief. As efficient as they were, assembly lines could hardly keep
up with the demand and, in the process, roads built hundreds of
years earlier began to crumble under the wheels of the
automobile and soon required resurfacing to better
accommodate the encroachers. Outside of urban areas, the
needs of other users don’t seem to have been considered.

R

Evidence of the speed with which the motor vehicle’s
monopoly of rural roads became entrenched is the evolution of
our understanding of the meaning of the word ‘road’. According
to a pre-twentieth century dictionary, a road was ‘a corridor of
prepared surface for the movement of people, goods and
animals.’ At the mid part of the century the definition
acknowledged Mr Ford’s innovation and read: ‘a public way or
passage for persons, animals and vehicles.’
By the 1960s, the Dictionary of Canadian English indicated
that a road was: ‘a highway between places; [or a] way made for
trucks or automobiles to travel on.’ What happened to the
‘persons and animals’? They didn’t all buy Chevrolets and
Volvos. (Though by the beginning of this century roughly 70% of
North Americans were licensed drivers.)
Effectively, therefore, over the course of the past ninety years,
mobility has actually diminished for the non-driving 30% of the
population. Excluded from the definition of roads, persons and
animals are no longer considered in the design and construction
of roads.
This is particularly obvious in rural areas where roads, which,
it should be remembered, are publicly funded facilities, are
constructed to accommodate only one type of user. Not
surprisingly, pedestrians are seldom seen. City dwellers have
fared somewhat better as sidewalks and public transit have
become part of the modern urban infrastructure.
Nevertheless, the interests of pedestrians, if considered at all,
are apt to be reflected as an appendage to modern roads. This
perverse tendency finally spawned a reaction in Europe, where,
in 1988, a ‘Charter of Pedestrian’s Rights’ was declared. Two of
the four clauses proclaim: ‘The pedestrian has the right to ...
enjoy the amenities offered by public areas under conditions that
adequately safeguard his (sic) physical and psychological wellbeing’, and ‘Children, the elderly and the disabled have the right
to expect towns to be places of easy social contact and not places
that aggravate their inherent weakness.’
On the Gulf Islands, by agreement with the Ministry of
Transportation, ‘gentler’ road standards have been in effect since
1992. Generally speaking these translate into narrower travelled
surfaces for motorized vehicles and result in slower speeds. As a
consequence, those who walk on the shoulder are somewhat
safer; though, for the hapless pedestrian, the difference in being
hit by a vehicle travelling at 50km rather than 60km may be
quite academic. Clearly, designers of rural roads are still a long
way from reflecting an understanding of the historical uses of
roads and providing for equitable sharing among users.
To reclaim roads for pedestrians and other non-motorized
users we must begin to insist that roads be designed in such a
way that the needs of the non-driving population are addressed,
for they, undoubtedly have a seriously neglected historical
entitlement. This may well mean that 30% of the road allowance
(presently 66’ or 20 meters) be constructed for their separate
and exclusive use, which, to my mind, is not achieved by paving
the shoulder and painting a white line on the road surface. How
about 15% for pedestrians and 15% for cyclists? That works out
PEDESTRIANS please turn to the next column

BUDGET 2008 CONSULTATION

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEE ON
FINANCE AND GOVERNMENT SERVICES
Chair: Bill Bennett, MLA (East Kootenay)
Deputy Chair: Bruce Ralston, MLA (Surrey-Whalley)

What are your views on the upcoming 2008 provincial budget? British Columbians are
invited to participate in the budget consultation process now underway.

Call For Written Submissions And On-Line Responses
The Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services has been appointed to consult with
the public and to make recommendations to the Legislative Assembly regarding questions posed in the
Budget 2008 Consultation Paper. The Committee’s work will assist the government in making decisions
regarding the allocation of surplus revenues, the continued use of contingency funds and healthy forecast
allowances, and how to pay for important infrastructure projects. The public is also encouraged to
comment on other matters relating to the province’s fiscal priorities.

W E W A N T T O H E A R F R O M YO U
This fall, the Finance and Government Services Committee is accepting written submissions on
the province’s fiscal priorities. In addition, we have developed a website that will allow all British
Columbians to respond directly to the questions posed in the Consultation Paper. The Committee’s
report will be submitted to the Legislative Assembly by November 15, 2007.
For more information on sending a written submission, or to complete the Committee’s on-line
response form, visit our website at www.leg.bc.ca/budgetconsultations
or contact: Office of the Clerk of Committees, Room 224, Parliament Buildings,
Victoria, BC V8V 1X4; phone: (250) 356-2933; fax: (250) 356-8172;
toll-free in BC: 1-877-428-8337; e-mail: FinanceCommittee@leg.bc.ca
The deadline for written submissions and on-line responses is Friday, October 19, 2007.
Craig James, Clerk Assistant and Clerk of Committees

POTHOLES from page 1
additional road work in the Gulf Islands. This vague statement
provides little comfort.
The BC Labour Relations Board appointed Vince Ready in
May to mediate between the two sides in this dispute, which is
affecting highway maintenance contractors throughout the
province. After an August 17 meeting with the union and Mr.
Ready, the contractors indicated that the current MoT
contracts ‘cannot sustain’ many of the union demands.
What it all really boils down to is money. In 1988 when the
Socreds privatized the maintenance of highways, on Pender
Island, where I live, we had four highways workers plus a
foreman—now we have two workers. In their endless quests to
save money, successive provincial governments have allowed
our highways infrastructure to deteriorate, and have placed
additional, and onerous, burdens upon the men and women
who maintain our roads.
The quality of our roads is in stark contrast to municipally
maintained roads in Greater Vancouver and the Fraser Valley.
But then, I suppose that is the benefit of living in such a voterich environment. As in education and health services, the
current government apparently has little interest in spending
money outside of the large urban centres. There simply aren’t
enough votes in outlying areas to matter. ✐
PEDESTRIANS from previous column
to 3 meters of width each, which should be sufficient room to
allow for visual screening and drainage as well as an adequate
surface for walking and cycling in safety. In short, it is time that
the needs of licensed drivers adapt to accommodate those of the
original users of the road, instead of the other way around as it
was for most of the preceding century.
Sound radical? If radical solutions make you nervous, think of
it as rectifying an historical wrong, and it becomes the essence of
conservatism. ✐
A version of this article appeared in The Gulf Islands Guardian,
Winter, 1997).
CELL PHONES, from page 2
the carrier waves, so cell phones would be of very little use in
emergencies. Fibre optic cable would be a safe alternative for
telephone, fax, internet, radio and television, and has already
been laid in New Denver.
‘Despite our valid health concerns, and a clear majority of
residents saying they don’t want to take the risk of exposing
themselves to cell phone radiation, Telus is proceeding,’ adds
Penny Bonnett, health care practitioner and member of the
concerned citizens group in New Denver. ‘What does that say
about our democracy?’
In interviews with CBC Radio, Bill Roberts of the Slocan
Valley Economic Development Commission has proposed the
New Denver area be marketed as a cell phone-free zone because
of its economic advantages. Several communities in Europe are
also considering this option, including the Swedish town of
Årjeplog. The HHS would like the area to remain a refuge from
the ‘cellular cancer’ spreading across the globe, for local residents
who could serve as an unexposed control group in this gigantic
experiment, and for tourists in need of rejuvenation. ✐
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AUTOMOTIVE

FOR RENT

Mention this ad &
get 10% off first
month’s rental.

Rent or Lease
Quality Pre-Owned
Cars & Trucks
We will pick you up
from Ferries & Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788
GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL
TRANSMISSION SERVICE
✔Road test by qualified
technician
✔Cleanand inspect
transmission pan
✔40-point driveline
safety check

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230
Southern Gulf
House & Cottage Rentals
For a complete line of services,
list with us!
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.
PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

*

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)

* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of School
Trustees will be held at the School
Board Office on Wednesday, Sept 12
commencing at 1pm. To view the
agenda for this meeting, please refer to
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html.
Public Welcome!

FOR SALE
OdorBeGone septic vent air cleaner.
Removes sewer gas coming from
vent stack. Filter lasts 4-5 years,
Canadian company. $79 includes
taxes. 250-373-2272, 539-2550,
www.odorbegone.ca

Serving All The
Southern
Gulf Islands

Docside Charters

250-217-4488

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028
Fax 250-383-2198

STANDING SEAM
METAL ROOFING
FOR WATER
COLLECTION SYSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE
Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

MOVED
HOMES

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

40+ buildings
available
www.nickelbros.com

Well Drillers

1-866-606-2237

ISLAND
MARINE

Residential &
Commercial
Interior & Exterior

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES
Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile
Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

REGATTA from page 7
Kelety’s gleaming Folkboat Nais (Port Townsend), Hubertus
Surm’s perennial favorite Sea Lion, Tony Green’s C&C 30 Mary
C, and Joe Arvey’s bravely entered, beautiful wooden
motorsailer Shalishan were close behind.
Saturna Island’s own community longboat Saturnita joined
the regatta this year, with her newly installed sailing rig and a
piratical crew of Richard Backus, Michael McKenzie and Reg
Campbell. She looked marvelous plunging along with her sails
full and her bright orange and yellow Saturna flag flying.
Spurning the oars, the crew sailed their own course around any
marks they could get to by reaching.
Speaking of flying, Carl Uthoff and son Robert entered their
35’ yellow racing catamaran Bad Kitty. They unofficially sailed
with the field of monohulls and looked terrific doing it. Carl has
been an enthusiastic multihull racer for many years, organizing
and hosting local races from his cabin in Winter Cove. He
promises to bring more boats next year and may have their own
class.
The sunshine gave way to some rain squalls, but the wind
held and the whole fleet was twice around the five mile triangular
course in record time. Under brightening sky’s, Miracles crossed
the finish line first followed by Challenge, Saturna Spirit, and
the first of many neck-and-neck finishes, China Cloud with
Marie Rose seconds behind. Surprisingly, the stately moving
Shalishan crossed in the middle of the leaders puzzling the finish
line pundits. Shortly, Mary C and Peddler crossed almost
overlapping, then Reverie and Katika, who were overlapped.
Then Fir Cat and Sea Lion crossed 10 seconds apart and Nais
followed only 40 seconds later. The whole smaller boat division
finished within 10 minutes demonstrating how closely the race
was run.
The exhilarated crews anchored off Saturna Beach and
assembled on Larry and Robyn Page’s dock to sort out this year’s
winners. This complex process is undertaken using the unique
Saturna Island Racing Rules (SIRR) wherein each skipper is
given an opportunity to explain why he won the race, regardless
of his actual finishing position. Saturna Island Vineyards once
again kindly provided sufficient fine grog to loosen sailors
tongues (it takes surprisingly little).
A bosun’s hornpipe called this ‘Post-race Excuses’ and ‘Unbelievable Claims’ meeting to order with all crews and many
shore-side riff-raff and hangers-on in attendance. The Fleet
Captain presided, replete with blue blazer, Royal Malta Yacht

FREE

Tank Filling, Cleaning,
Sales & Rentals
Pool Filling

250-883-5453
Environmentally friendly
products

ALLIANCE DRILLING

NEED A MORTGAGE?
• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-877-652-0599
Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca

• Residential and
commercial well drilling
• Well pump and water
treatment systems
• BC Licenced Driller
since 1994
• FREE on-site consultation
• Hydro fracturing to
improve low yield wells

Gulf Islands
Victoria • Sooke
Sidney • Duncan

1 866 834 1600 / 250 391 6107
www.alliancedrilling.ca

1-250-744-6842

COMPLETE WATER
WELL SERVICES

Club tie and usual full set of prejudices, personal opinions and
arbitrary rulings.
When the smoke cleared from this most difficult part of the
regatta, those still standing included Miracles and her boisterous
crew who won the Shores Jeweller’s Trophy for Best Race
overall. This dramatic comeback almost compensates for last
year’s enthusiastically unanimous award of the dreaded Flotsam
Trophy for dubious racing.
The Folkboat Nais from Port Townsend, enjoyed the Fleet
Captain’s favoritism in the very closely fought small boat division
and was awarded the Tidley Cup 1. Although not the fastest or
the most aggressive racer, owner Jeff Kelety was rewarded for
his example to the many other Folkboaters who had been
painstakingly invited to attend this regatta, promised to come,
but finked out. Jeff came … he saw … and he conquered.
Many other fine sailors in this class clearly deserved rewards,
such as Hubertus Surm’s Sea Lion who finally started on time
after 9 years of trying, or James White hiking over the side like a
dinghy sailor to get his little gaffer Sun Rip up those long
windward legs, or Tony Simmonds who sailed a great first-ever
race. Unfortunately, they will just have to suck it in and try again
in this cruel world of Fleet Captain’s real politicking.
The Tidley Cup 2 for a great race amongst the larger boats
was awarded to Nick Kaiser in China Cloud. This ship has raced
many times in our regatta but usually finished well back because
of insufficient wind to get her great weight moving. This year’s
good wind (and perhaps the cheerful on-board company of new
friend Carol Field) inspired a dramatic new performance level.
The Fleet Captain was also impressed with how happy Captain
Nick looked in spite of his new hairdo.
Nominations for the Cutty Sark Trophy for Remarkable Crew
were quickly proffered to prevent the Fleet Captain from
awarding it to his favorite granddaughter again. They included
Sea Lion’s Peggy Warren for salty redecorating; Robert Uthoff of
Bad Kitty for many years of doing all the work aboard while his
father Carl just sat by the tiller; experienced crew, Lincoln
Turner of Reverie for a mad Victoria/Saturna speedboat dash
arriving 30 seconds before the start, and many more.
The coveted award was finally presented to Jim Carney of
Miracle for his astoundingly serious attempt to navigate.
Wearing three watches and the binoculars, he apparently sat on
the cabin top reading and re-reading the infamously ambiguous
Race Instructions while the rest of the crew spotted and rounded
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No Down Payment
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Bankruptcies
• Bank Turned Down

Danielle Buchanan
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Hot Tubs

  or
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REMOVAL

Bulk Water Delivery Ltd

• 3000gals Drinking Water •
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ARROW
PAINTING

Bruce Atherton

PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for
Sundecks Garage Decks
and Roofdecks
CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:
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CRD Health Approved

Workmanship guaranteed
Quality painting for
over 27 years
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L

GSA Auto Rentals
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all the marks. He then had the gall to blame his difficulties on the
sea-green colour of the SIRR racing marks. Such chutzpah
should not be rewarded but the Fleet Captain is hoping that this
pinnacle of recognition may satisfy this crew member’s lust for
nautical achievement and he will stop pestering officials for early
copies of next year’s Race Instructions.
High drama marked the awarding of the final important
awards. The O.G.Y.C (Oh God You’re Classy) award was
presented to handsomely varnished, 70+ year old motorsailor
Shalishan, once again demonstrating the Fleet Captain’s
prejudice towards vessels of noble renewable materials like
cedar and fir, rather than the current trend toward vessels of
coagulated non-renewable petroleum distillates and nasty
chemicals. Captain Brian Haley of the good ship Saturna Spirit
bravely and carefully challenged this situation under the patient
caring eye of crew Patti Fraba.
There were mutterings of agreement from the ‘tupperware’
skippers and some consternation amongst the ‘woodies.’ The
situation was exacerbated when the obvious runner-up was little
wooden Saturnita nominated by her crew, enthusiastically
endorsing her performance and arguing away criticism that they
had not rounded any windward marks with the proposal that
‘one’s grasp should not exceed one’s reach …!’
However, the tension was relieved when Shalishan’s skipper
Joe Arvey heard the description of the final award, the dreaded
Flotsam Trophy for Dubious Racing. His impassioned demand
to be given this booby prize in fair recognition of his total
incompetence as a new racer, complete ignorance of where he
was supposed to be sailing and utter disregard of most marks
was happily accepted by the laughing assemblage. The O.G.Y.C
trophy was passed back to the delighted Saturnita crew
providing our community longboat with yet another leaf in her
laurels.
This year’s regatta was expanded to include a Friday evening
gathering at the Lighthouse Pub converted temporarily to the
‘Saturna Yacht Club.’ a post-race barbecue at Thomson Park and
a Sunday brunch at the Saturna Winery. Hubertus Surm is in a
class of own performing equally well at sea and in the kitchen
catering a marvelous barbecue for all, after sailing the full course.
A special thanks is given to Lloyd Elling for his musical
entertainment during the meal.
All was great successes and will be continued. The entire Fleet
thanks all the crews, hosts, volunteers and local businesses who
helped to make Saturna Regatta 2007 such great fun. ✐

Summer phantoms and fall snakes

ISLAND TIDES, Sept 6, 2007, Page 12

Geoff Huber, Habitat Acquisition Trust
he Gulf Islands are already steeped in legend and
mystique, but do you know about a local phantom rarer
than any Island ghost sightings? Truth be told, this
phantom plant and its
descendants have been here
much longer than any human
ghost. But due to recent
development pressure, this rare
species and others may become
mere spectres in the future
In south-western BC, the
phantom orchid (Cephalanthera
austiniae)—like so many other
endangered species located in our
region—is at the northern edge of
its natural geographic range. As
its name suggests, this perennial
plant is all white, turning
yellowish with age. The phantom
can be found in mature
coniferous and deciduous plant communities that support a
specific family of fungi. These fungi support the parasitic
Phantom Orchid which (unlike most plants) is unable to make
energy from the sun. The orchid is often associated with birch
trees and limestone substrates on south and west-facing sloped
areas with dense shade.

T

A more common local plant often confused with the phantom
orchid is the Indian-pipe (Monotropa uniflora). Even though
the Indian-pipe is similar in colour, habits (another parasitic
plant) and habitat (mature forests), it only has one flower with a
very distinct drooping bell shape and is no more than 25cm tall.
After flowering it stands erect with slightly pink capsules at the
top.
Growing up to 65cm tall with as many as 20 fragrant flowers
per stalk the phantom orchid would seem easy to find but its
already rare habitat is steadily disappearing due to development
and logging; there are just over 50 known locations in the
province. With funding from the federal Habitat Stewardship
Program, Habitat Acquisition Trust (HAT) is providing
landowners with information about the impacts of disturbance
and development on this fragile species and ideas to help the
orchid survive.

Sharp Tailed Snake
HAT continues to look for another practically invisible critter,
the Sharp Tailed Snake (Contia tenuis). These tiny snakes (less
than 30cms long) are often mistaken for worms. Sharpies are
most active during the warm sunny days of Spring and Fall.
Hiding
under
rocks or stumps,
they thrive in old
g r o w t h
landscapes,
preferring
Douglas-fir
/Garry
oak
communities on
south-facing
slopes.
Snake expert Christian Engelstoff will visit Galiano for a
Sharpie presentation on Saturday, September 22. If you can’t
make that one, information on Sharpies and how to identify
them is at HAT’s website: www.hat.bc.ca. Staff can often identify
snakes, orchids and other mystery creatures from photos sent via
email to hatmail@hat.bc.ca or call 250-995-2428. ✐

Accommodation
& Attractions

Moose—new greenhouse threat
Paddy LeBrun
Global warming worriers throughout the world were shocked to
learn in the past few weeks that the average Norwegian moose
belches 100 kilograms of methane each year in the course of
routine digestive operations. Methane is a potent greenhouse gas,
rated at 21 times the warming potential of carbon dioxide.
The significance of this was illustrated by Norwegian
researchers, who described each moose’s annual output as
equivalent to the methane which would result from two round-trip
flights from Oslo to Santiago, Chile.
The scientific methods underlying this breathless
pronouncement were not revealed (leaving us to speculate about
the health effects on scientists forced to measure the volumes).
However, potential for inaccuracies abound. For instance, the
year-long 24/7 measurement of methane produced by the moose
is fraught with logistical challenges, starting with the identification
of a statistically valid sample of standard Norwegian moose. In
calculating grand totals, Norwegians estimate that there are
140,000 moose in Norway, but there is the possibility that some of
them may be Swedish moose that have ‘crossed over’ or whose
nationality is suspect.
The applicability of the Norwegian findings to Canadian moose
may next be examined. It is estimated that Canada has between
500,000 and one million moose (demonstrating typical Canadian
caution in making statistical claims). This estimate was arrived at
by sampling the number of moose sighted in all of Canada’s
national parks on a randomly selected day last August.
The standard Canadian moose is, of course, bigger and
produces more methane than the Norwegian moose. (It will
shortly be ‘harmonized’ with the US moose and the Mexican
moose. This is necessary before any moose is permitted by US
Homeland Security to cross that border.)
The importance of international moose research is clear. The
moose is a vegetarian ruminant, producing meat. Agence-France
Presse reports that 18% of the world’s greenhouse gas production
is a result of global meat production, mostly for human
consumption.
Human digestion has not itself been mentioned, and it is not
clear if the flights to Santiago include a calculation of human
methane produced enroute. ✐
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