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One sailing short

A sailing got left off the Queen of
Cumberland’s printed schedule in BC
Ferries new fall/winter/spring booklet.
Mayne Islanders will be relieved to
know that the 4:10pm sailing from
Swartz Bay to Village Bay will occur as
usual every Friday this season. i

BC Ferries
orders another
ship from
Germany
BC Ferries has commissioned the
building of a new vessel to replace the
40-year-old Queen of Prince Rupert
operating in northern BC. Following a
rigorous competitive bidding process,
the company has selected Flensburger
Schiffbau—Gesellschaft (FSG) of
Germany to build the new northern
vessel. The contract, with a total value of
$133 million, was approved by BC
Ferries’ Board of Directors.
The new ferry will operate between
Port Hardy and Prince Rupert on the
NEW FERRY, please turn to page 3

Passport
required for
international
ferry crossings in
2008
On August 11, the US Homeland
Security Office announced they are
including international ferry route
crossings, such as the Victoria-Seattle
crossing, under the rules that require
citizens to have a passport to enter the
US. Citizens of the US, Canada, Mexico,
and Bermuda must present a passport
as of January 2008. This date has been
delayed from the original January 2007
PASSPORTS, please turn to page 3
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Boaters in James Bay, Prevost Island are silhouetted by the sun setting over Salt Spring Island.

US court to hear Canadian views on Trust Council to meet next
endangered Orcas
on Denman Island

The US Federal Court ruled on August 18
that it will grant Canadian environmental
groups the right to intervene in a lawsuit
brought by industry groups. The industry
groups are challenging the American
government’s decision to protect the
Southern Resident Orcas as an
endangered species. Sierra Legal,
Western Canada Wilderness Committee
and Georgia Strait Alliance will join with
American counterparts to defend
protection of the Southern Resident
Orcas—from a uniquely Canadian
perspective.
‘The Southern Resident Orcas are a
transboundary species. Their survival
depends on critical habitat on both sides of
the Canada-US border. Without strong
legal protection from both countries, we
will condemn these whales to extinction,’
said Sierra Legal staff lawyer Lara Tessaro.
Listed as an endangered species under
the Canadian Species at Risk Act (SARA),
the Southern Resident Orcas are at grave
risk of extinction throughout the range of
their habitat, which stretches from Puget
Sound in the south, to Georgia Strait in the
north. These orcas face numerous
environmental threats, including the loss of

New boxes at Tsawwassen. Look for Island Tides at all
five main terminals now: Tsawwassen, Horseshoe Bay,
Departure Bay, Swartz Bay and Duke Point!

salmon prey, toxic contamination, vessel
traffic and noise pollution.
‘Industry efforts to strip the Southern
Residents of endangered species status in
the US would undermine Canadian efforts
to recover these very same whales,’ said
Gwen Barlee, Wilderness Committee’s
policy director. ‘We encourage Canada and
the United States to advance their efforts to
protect the Southern Residents, by
designating
critical
habitat
and
implementing recovery strategies.’
‘These orcas are cherished by
Americans and Canadians alike,’ said
Christianne
Wilhelmson,
program
coordinator for the Georgia Strait Alliance.
‘Yet due to marine pollution, these whales
are one of the most toxically contaminated
marine mammals in the world. Industry,
governments and conservation groups on
both sides of the border should be working
together to prevent pollution and to protect
the orcas.’
Meanwhile, the Canadian government
is finalizing a Recovery Strategy for the
Southern Resident Orcas.
The Canadian environmental groups
filed their written brief with the US
Federal Court on August 31. i

The Islands Trust Council will hold its next quarterly meeting on
Denman Island, September 14 and 15. The meeting will be open
to the public, with the exception of the portion from
8:30–9:15am on September 15.
Members of the public are invited to participate in a Town
Hall Session, a regular forum to promote informal dialogue
between islanders and trustees, starting at 1:30pm, Thursday,
September 14.
Trust Council sessions on Thursday, September 14 will
include an update from the governance task force, delegation
presentations and the town hall session, as well as:
• Planning for Sustainability session—Neil Dawe of the
Qualicum Institute will make a presentation entitled
‘Sustainability: the possibilities are endless.’
• Planning session—trustees and staff will review work
programs, following presentations on development permits and
on the Protected Areas Network, a project that identifies an
ecologically viable network of sensitive and important
ecosystems in the Trust Area.
• Agricultural Land Commission presentation—staff from
the Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) will make a
presentation on the legislative authority of the ALC, land use
planning approvals involving local government review, and a
review of some case files in the Islands Trust Area that required
ALC approval.
Trust Council sessions on Friday, September 15 will include:
• ‘Staying Out of Trouble’ refresher—a follow-up to Trust
ISLANDS TRUST, please turn to page 2

is on the move!
Readers picking up their Island Tides newspapers at main ferry terminals are going to notice some
changes. Instead of in our free standing yellow boxes, Island Tides will
be available in BC Ferries boxes alongside the Vancouver Sun and the
other dailies. The box locations are different and may take a bit of
finding (see photo on left).
Our old yellow boxes have notices on the doors telling you of the
new locations. At the Tsawwassen terminal these will be: outside the
foot passenger terminal; south side of the central washroom block;
close to the control tower washrooms; alongside Lane 20 (south side
of Gulf Islands and Duke Point lanes); and in two boxes alongside
Lane 45 (far side of the Swartz Bay-bound lanes).
The exciting news is that under the new arrangement with National
Distribution Alliance and BC Ferries, Island Tides will add Horseshoe
Bay and Duke Point to our free box locations! Island Tides will be
available to more regular and visitor travellers. Sunshine Coast, Bowen
Island, and Up-Island folks will be able to access the paper easily.
Island Tides is still free and, now that we are out-sourcing the main
terminal distribution, we will have more time to collect and publish the
regional news from this magical coast.

Our faithful yellow boxes will not be going out to pasture. They
will soon be located in towns, resorts and island terminals along
the eastern side of Vancouver Island to Nanaimo and beyond.
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0830
1640
2130

9.8
1.6
10.5
8.9

13
WE

06
WE

0138
0917
1702
2205

0252
1110
1458
1943
0349
1240
1704
2013

2.3
9.8
9.2
10.2
2.3
10.2
9.5
9.8

07
TH

0254
1000
1723
2246

9.8
1.6
10.5
7.9
9.8
2.0
10.5
6.9

15
FR

0452
1349
1943
2055

2.3
10.5
9.2
9.2

0409
1041
1743
2331

9.8
3.0
10.8
5.6

3.0
0.5
3.2
2.7
3.0
0.5
3.2
2.4
3.0
0.6
3.2
2.1
3.0
0.9
3.3
1.7
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10.5
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8.9
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3.9
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3.3
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8.2

0.7
3.0
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3.1
0.7
3.1
2.9
3.0
0.7
3.2
2.8
2.8
0.8
3.2
2.7
2.7
0.9
3.2
2.5
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1249
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4.3
9.5
5.6
10.8
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3.3
9.5
6.9
10.8

1.3
2.9
1.7
3.3
1.0
2.9
2.1
3.3
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TU

0135
0844
1625
2205

8.9
3.3
10.5
7.9
8.9
3.3
10.2
7.2

0159
0933
1344
1915

2.3
9.5
8.2
10.5

0.7
2.9
2.5
3.2

20
WE

0242
0923
1644
2227

8.9
3.6
10.2
6.9

ME

JE

08
FR
VE

09
SA
SA

10
SU
DI

11
MO
LU

12
TU
MA

ME

14
TH
JE

VE

DI

LU

MA

ME

2.7
1.0
3.2
2.4
2.7
1.0
3.1
2.2
2.7
1.1
3.1
2.1
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n analysis of the way school districts are funded by the
provincial government has concluded that the formula
used to calculate grants is biased against smaller and rural
districts. The report, prepared by Pender Islander Russ Searle,
goes into considerable detail on the public education Funding
Allocation System (FAS), pointing out discrepancies in the
calculations used.
Searle was a school trustee for Gulf Islands School District
#64 for nine years, and a director of the BC Public Schools
Employers’ Association (BCPSEA) for four years. The BCPSEA is
responsible for negotiating salaries of unionized school district
employees, including teachers. (Searle emphasizes, however,
that the report is his own, and not that of the association.)
Searle’s report strongly criticizes the BC government’s
funding of public schools (kindergarten to grade 12) as
chronically inadequate, lopsided, and displaying a complete lack
of long-term fiscal planning. The FAS, he says, is a mystery to
School District and Ministry of Education officials alike, but the
Province is the source of 95% of school district funding. Searle
estimates the cumulative shortfall in grants to school districts as
at least $166 million over the last five years. He points out,
however, that inequalities in education funding date from well
before the present government.

A

AT FULFORD HARBOUR

MA

Education
finance biased against small districts, says report
Patrick Brown

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

Advertise! www.islandtides.com

Funding on a Per Capita Basis
Searle aims first at an understanding of the FAS. He explains
that there are two major types of funding, the Basic Allocation
and the Supplements, each separately budgeted by the
provincial government. The large urban districts receive most of
their funding (82%) through the Basic Allocation (in 2005/6,
$5,573 per pupil) while smaller and rural districts obtain a
smaller proportion of their funding (55%) from the Basic
Allocation, and rely more heavily on the Supplements. Provincewide, 80% of education funding is granted through the Basic
Allocation; the remainder is distributed via the Supplements.
But since the overall budget for the Basic Allocation has
increased by 17% in the last five years, but the budget for
Supplements has increased by only 4.3%, funding has become
skewed even more in favour of the larger districts.
The Supplements are apparently intended to compensate for
additional costs incurred by the smaller and rural districts.
However, Searle also notes that since the allocation of the
Supplements is often calculated for an individual school district
as a proportion of the previous year’s Basic Allocation, the
distribution of Supplements is also skewed towards the larger
districts.
Further, the budgeting system is inherently incremental; next
year’s budget depends to some extent (and sometimes specifically)
on this year’s budget. This means that small inequalities are
perpetuated and often multiplied; the effects are cumulative and
differences can become quite large over a few years.
The result of all this, says Searle, is that, over the past five
years, smaller and rural districts have been financially squeezed
and have had to cut back programs or move to a four-day week
(SD #64, Gulf Islands, is one of these); and year after year,
programs and activities, once lost, can never be regained.

Funding For An Equitable Standard
Searle seeks ‘equity’ in school district funding. Ideally, he says,
this should be accomplished by setting a province-wide standard

JAKOBSEN

ASSOCIATES
C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes
K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619

www.jakobsenassociates.com
jakobsenk@netrover.com

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

for educational services, and funding for that standard in each
school district. In practice, however, he doubts that this could be
accomplished in the near future; the government is likely to stick
to per-pupil funding.
Both the 1992 Education Funding Review Panel and the
2003 Task Force on Rural Education recognized that this per
capita funding formula is not equitable, because larger urban
boards had access to economies of scale not available to smaller
rural boards, and rural areas often have costs related to special
geographical or enrollment factors. But according to Searle,
recommendations to correct such inequalities have not been
implemented by any government.

The Supplements
The various Supplements are clearly intended to compensate for
some of these inequalities and differences, but for the most part,
they appear to be ‘Band-aid’ solutions, inadequate and often
poorly conceived.
The costs of classroom teaching are not, of course, the same
from district to district; teacher salaries vary from place to place;
experienced teachers get paid more, and are often concentrated
in the urban areas, where there is money to pay them. So there
is a Salary Differential Supplement, to compensate for
differences between the average teacher salary in each district.
For SD #64 in 2005/6, it was $248,496 compared to a Final
Operating Grant of $14,116,913, or 1.76% of the total.
There is a grant for Unique Student Needs (Special Needs
Students, etc); for SD #64 in 2005/6 it was $1,088,021, or 7.71%.
This percentage does not vary greatly between school districts.
Then there are a series of grants for what are called Unique
Geographic Factors. These are calculated by a variety of methods
that often owe more to arcane theory than to reality. For SD #64
in 2005/6 they are:
• Low Enrollment Factor: $1,043,872 or 7.39%
• Small Community Supplement: $1,180,104 or 8.36%
• Rural Factor Supplement (remoteness); Gulf Islands are
based on 678km (!) from Vancouver: $202,199 or 1.43%
• Climate Factor Supplement, based on days when
temperature varies from 18ºC: $11,542 or 0.08%
• Sparseness Index Supplement, based on how geographically
scattered each school district is: $137,228 or 0.97%
• Enrollment & Capacity Supplement: zero (only affects eight
districts out of sixty)
• Transportation & Housing Supplement (frozen at 2000
level since 2002): $1,064,309 or 7.54%
There is also a grant to cushion the cost of enrollment decline
(SD#64: $59,982 or 0.42% in 2005/6) and another to cushion
the cost of ‘Significant Cumulative Enrollment Decline,’ which
doesn’t apply to SD#64. Finally, a grant to pay for the updating
of school district accounting systems, which is calculated at
$61.47 per student, yielding $97,376 or 0.69% to SD#64.

The Process
The basic process is designed to reconcile the needs and costs of
the school districts with the amount of money that the provincial
government is prepared to make available from the provincial
budget. The school districts are required to submit, to the Ministry
of Education, estimated budgets, with estimated September
enrollments, in June, amend them in February depending on how
SCHOOL FUNDING, please turn to page 6

Fluorescent light bulbs: cheaper and recyclable
You may already use compact fluorescent lights (CFLs) in your
home. If you do, you probably have already discovered the benefits
of CFLs in action. But, did you know that you can take your old
CFLs for recycling at a Lower Mainland or Vancouver Island
retailer near you and get a discount on your next CFL purchase?
The Lamp Recycler (the company that recycles the bulbs) uses
a small vacuum chamber constantly rinsed with water. The end of
the lamp is broken open, the mercury and phosphorus is drawn
out, and cold water keeps the mercury in a liquid state. The glass
ISLANDS TRUST from page 1
Council’s orientation last December, CAO Linda Adams will
review some of the procedural and legal topics of most interest

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

You are invited to attend an information meeting on the
building approval process on the Southern Gulf Islands.

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Representatives from both the CRD Building Inspection
office and Islands Trust will be in attendance. We have
also invited representatives from the Vancouver Island
Health Authority and the Homeowner Protection office.

is crushed, the aluminum end-caps are separated, and these
items are sent for recycling (the end caps are sent to local
smelters and the glass used for light-reflecting highway paint).
The mercury and phosphorus are placed in sealed drums and
sent for separation, recycling and neutralization.
Here are some of Vancouver Island’s participating stores.
Nanaimo: Canadian Tire, 6900 North Island Highway and
Green Store, Port Place Mall. Victoria: Capital Iron, 1900 Store
Street. Sidney: Capital Iron, 9768 5th Street. i

to trustees in the first part of their term.
• Business meeting—consideration of recommendations for:
coordination between the governance task force and financial
planning committee; a model development permit area bylaw to
implement the riparian area regulations; and the Strategic Plan
for Council.
Persons or organizations wishing to reserve time to make a
formal presentation to the Islands Trust Council at the Town
Hall Session, must receive an appointment through the
Executive Committee. Guidelines on making presentations are
available at www.islandstrust.bc.ca. i

Mayne Island and Pender Island residents are welcome to
attend any session.
Galiano Island

Saturna Island

Friday, September 29, 2006
Time: 9:30 – 11:30
Location: Lions Hall
(light refreshments will be provided)
Friday, September 29, 2006
Time: 1:20 – 3:20
Location: Old Community Hall
(light refreshments will be provided)

Please call the CRD Building Inspection office prior to
September 15, 2006 if you would like to have a specific
topic addressed or if you require additional information: 1866-475-1581. This would be of interest to any homeowner
or contractor planning to build or renovate on the Southern
Gulf Islands.

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters
REMOVE:

Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
320 Mary Street, Victoria

(250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd
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Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank

Rec Centre 1st Anniversary
Celebration
Many people attended the Rec Centre’s
celebration dance honouring its first full year.
Coincidentally, and to the guests’ benefit, the
Rec Center Society had just finished a $20,000
up-grade of the acoustics in the gym. Sound
quality has been a problem and this effort
seems to have solved the problem.
Al Stonehouse, aka Mr Music, who so
generously donates his much appreciated skill
keeping the dance floor full and rolling with
vibrant music, was delighted. He proclaims the
Rec Center to have ‘the best acoustics for a gym
in North America!’

Water Restrictions In Effect
‘Water Restrictions’ is a new term on Saturna
Island. ‘No use of community water system
water outside of your house.’ That’s pretty
clear!
Several people I know are showering with
their favourite outside plant pots and hanging
baskets, and bucketing bath water. It is hard to
watch the results of drought on your garden. I
am hoping large parts of the gardens will
survive till fall rain. For the store’s hanging
baskets, we brought a large vat of water from
the farm that trickles out of a watering wand.
The AGM of the Lyall Harbour /Boot Cove
Water system was very well attended at the
Community Hall, August 19! Agreement about
how to deal with the lack of water in the system
is not yet accomplished but the urgency of the
situation has most people keen on getting a
sustainable solution in place.
I imagine many rural communities are
facing the same situation this summer, water
systems that have never failed are now, due to
climate and increased human demand, at the
brink of failure.

Eco Day Camp
Gulf Islands Centre for Ecological Learning held
an August 21-25, day-camp at Winter Cove. The
kids were out exploring in the intertidal zones,
the forest and at East Point Lighthouse. The
teachers mixed play, drama, and art into all this
nature-based learning. The camp started out
with nine children and each day brought more
kids. The two instructors, Michael Dunn from
Mayne Island and Jessica Willows from Pender
Island, were delighted by the response from kids
and parents. Youth mentor, Ben Dunsmuir, was

"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

Baseball Season

Feature Listing

The Saturna Oystercatchers have played
baseball all summer at our Winter Cove field
and around the Islands with Pender and
Mayne. It is so fun to sit on the grassy bank in
the late afternoon and watch the game, the
players and the audience. The players are
focused, the kids of all ages are hungry and a
line-up forms at the hamburger stand. Lots of
visiting gets done.
The games are exciting and the players are
good. It takes a lot of grit to go up, face the
opposing team and the audience, and sweat
through pitches and hopefully make a mighty
smack on the ball, run like crazy and get to
base. I love it when the women members come
up to the plate and the infield moves in—then
misses the play—because the ball is blasted
along a baseline or over their heads!
The hamburgers are great and the audience
is happy, the field is quiet except for happy
chatter and the sounds of balls, bats, and lively
players. Baseball continues into the fall. Rick
Jones is a good source of information about
games and places.

Salt Spring Island: Private 3 bed / 2 bath home,
country kitchen, dramatic living, sunny super
decking, large sep studio / office. Tranquility
with flair!

LiRead.com/1490.htm $635,000

Short-term vacation rental has received a lot of
discussion in the community. As always,
Saturna gets a heads-up from other Gulf
Islands where more aggressive tourism shows
the wear-and-tear on the community long
before it becomes a problem on Saturna.
In our Official Community Plan and Land
Use Bylaw, Saturna does not allow homes in
residential zones to be rented for short-term
stays. The Island Trust bylaw enforcement
officer had asked the trustees for guidance
because he has to enforce these bylaws.
On August 9, the Island Trustees and Trust
staff held a session about residential short-term
vacation rental on Saturna. The Advisory
Planning Commission and the Local Trust
Committee have since discussed the issue.
So, yes we do have some people renting out
their residences in a low-key, small-scale
manner. And yes, we are fortunate to live
within the Island Trust area that gives us much
support to blunt market forces and protect our
unique cultural amenities and our Island’s
geophysical amenities and plants and animals.
The community is looking for a way to keep the
scale at a level that supports Saturna
community and the environment.
We will deal with keeping our community
values and goals intact and our Official
Community Plan accurately reflective of our
needs and not compromise bylaw enforcement.
Trustees are welcoming commentary on this
subject, written or by phone.
Generally, more people are coming to land
use planning meetings and this means that
more people are becoming familiar with the
complexities of zoning. The community is
gaining informed people who understand the
mandate of the Islands Trust and the tenets of
our OCP.

NEW FERRY from page 1
Inside Passage route. Following BC Ferries’ specifications, the 150 metre vessel will accommodate
130 vehicles and 600 passengers.
FSG is the shipyard that is also constructing the three Super C-class vessels. The northern
vessel will be in service in the spring of 2009.
In addition to this new northern vessel, BC Ferries is continuing to negotiate an agreement to
acquire a vessel to replace the Queen of the North which sank after colliding with an island earlier
this year. i
PASSPORTS from page 1
deadline.
Until January 2008 travellers are still expected to carry ID, which can be a passport, photo ID,
birth certificate, naturalization certificate, citizenship certificate or green card. i

Toll-free: 1-800-731-7131
Fax: 250-537-4287
Email: islands@liread.com
Website: www.liread.com

Li Read
RE/MAX Salt Spring
Each office independently
owned and operated.

"See Li for Successful Solutions!"
Enjoy the islands...visit www.islandtides.com

Desire

A Streetcar Named

Community Club Meeting
Saturna Community Club’s next meeting is
September 18 at the Community Hall.
Everyone is welcome to discuss items of
importance to the community. We need to add
two more representatives to our BC Ferry
Committee, please consider if this could be a
responsibility you would like to take on. i

Studio or office space.

Atrium can be used as office space.

Short-Term Vacation
Rental

10TH ANNIVERSARY SEASON

T

a great asset. The incredible ecological diversity
of our Islands gives us a natural teaching lab of
the highest calibre.

Courtney Richardson and Donald Sales. Photo by David Cooper.

he swallows have flown off somewhere.
The dusk and dawn twilights aren’t filled
with nighthawks and their calls
anymore. Small brown bats still fly in the open
bedroom windows, do a few laps and zoom out.
In a few months, we year-rounders—the
brown bats and I—will go into hibernation! The
bats will miss the insect meals and I will miss
the light and warmth!
I have lived outside so much this year—like
my childhood. I contrast the semi-arid desert of
my childhood to the richness of our green
landscape and its endless biodiversity. It is very
easy to see that plants and animals
accompanying my life voyage on this island are
not faring well with the dryness. Areas around
the farm that I never water and that have
always seemed to ‘self water’ are drooping. The
green carpet of the spring-fed parts of the
Island are easy to see this year; contrasting
vividly with the dried golds. The deer are
launching commando attacks on the garden
and orchard fences and the pileated
woodpeckers and red shafted flickers are
around every day probing the sugar and
ripeness levels of the big King apples.

BALLET BC

JOHN ALLEYNE, CHOREOGRAPHER
ORIGINAL JAZZ SCORE BY TOBIN STOKES

“Ballet and jazz meet beautifully in John Alleyne’s Streetcar… spectacularly well-made.” — GEORGIA STRAIGHT
PRESENTING
SPONSOR

SEPTEMBER 29+30
7 PM FRIDAY + 8 PM SATURDAY
ROYAL THEATRE 386-6121
M PHERSON BOX OFFICE
C

Ask the box office
about our Hot
Opening Night
Party Sept 29.
Excellent food,
music and Ballet
BC dancers!

NANAIMO

More daily flights home from the Mainland
• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at
Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

(Departure Bay)

For scheduled flight info call
VANCOUVER
INT’L AIRPORT

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com
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Our Islands. Our World.
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Editorial: Respecting the Rules
Time was when the Islands, like most of rural BC, did not have
much in the way of rules, (The Islands still don’t, compared to
more heavily populated places.) Sometimes this led to perpetual
feuds, sometimes to someone taking a long row to another
Island or the Mainland. But Islanders needed to co-operate to
survive, so most disputes were settled by suppertime.
In due course, local government came to the Islands; first
regional districts, then the Islands Trust. We still have both.
Most of the original land-use bylaws were simply written to
describe what was already there, so there seemed little need for
enforcement. Rules regarding the shape, size, use and location of
new construction were enforced by the building inspectors of
regional districts—if you did not comply, you could not occupy
the building,
Population has increased. The Islands Trust has been largely,
but not completely, effective in protecting the Islands from
inappropriate and irresponsible development. Disputes are
often between individual property owners and their
communities.
A few years ago, a newcomer, frustrated by some restrictions
on her planned new house, asked: ‘Don't the laws of Canada
apply here?’ The answer is—of course, yes. And in addition each
Island has a few unique laws of its own. These are also laws of
Canada.
For a long time the Trust had only one enforcement officerfor thirteen major Islands and all the little ones! Enforcement—
officers, lawyers and the courts—cost money that the Trust
didn’t have.
But as the Islands have their share of marvelous eccentrics,
they also have their share of those who find Islands Trust bylaws
inconvenient to their objectives. Some are newcomers; others
have been here for many years.
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Still Dusty in Plumper Sound
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Pender Island

NEW! Virtual Tours - visit
www.propertyonpender.com

Please write to Box 136, Saturna, V0N 2Y0 or
ziegler@saturnacan.net.
Bernie Ziegler, Saturna Island

Dear Editor:
On Saturday, August 26, the bulk
Ed’s Note: Some people may
carrier Acadian unloaded gypsum
remember that on August 21
onto a barge on Plumper Sound
1995, while being filled, a barge
between Saturna and Pender Islands,
overturned in Plumper Sound,
sending a plume of gypsum dust
dumping its gypsum on the sea
toward Browning Harbour, North
bottom. This was not considered
Pender.
a hazard to the sealife beneath it
The Acadian is one of several bulk
or the water quality of Plumper
cargo ships owned by Canada
Sound! Nothing was done.
Steamship Lines (CSL). She and the
Early Retirees
Nelvana and Pioneer anchor regularly
Dear Editor:
and unload their gypsum cargo in
Photo: Kevin Oke
The following letter was recently
Plumper Sound. Over the past year, 1995 gypsum loading mishap took a week to right.
discovered within the archive
on average, this type of operation has
been carried out twice a month, usually filling three to four collection of the Tibeaudo/Edghill family. Although nearly thirty
barges. The process takes a minimum of a day and can go on for years have passed, it is my hope that someone within your
community may remember Olive or her sister Elsie and would
36 hours.
In the time I’ve lived on Saturna Island, only CSL ships have be willing to share their memories of her and her family with
unloaded their industrial cargo in Plumper Sound, an area surviving Australian descendants. Current residents of North
adjacent to the Gulf Islands National Park and in waters that are Pender Island may find the following interesting:
RR1, Port Washington, North Pender Island, June 15, 1977
under consideration for a National Marine Conservation Area.
Dear Mrs Marshallsea:
According to the pollution hotline of the Ministry of the
How nice to receive your letter of June 7, 1977. In 1910 our
Environment and to the Ministry of Fisheries & Oceans Canada,
father, Joseph Irwin Thompson, married Lucy Vickers in
as well as the shipping agent for CSL, Plumper Sound is
Saskatchewan. They had two children, myself and my sister
considered an ‘anchorage’ of the Port of Vancouver. When
Elsie (Mrs Kenneth Parsons).
contacted, these agencies further stated that gypsum is an inert
Five years ago, when we retired, my sister, brother-in-law,
natural substance and therefore not harmful to the environment
mother and myself moved to where we live on North Pender
or the ocean.
Island. Mother died here in 1974 at the ripe age of 102.
CSL’s agent also stated that they use a dust suppressant to keep
We have 6-3⁄4 acres, half of it heavily timbered and the
the dust clouds to a minimum. Perhaps they should talk to the
other half full meadow. We built our house, which is very
folks who live in the path of this gypsum cloud. Luckily for Mayne
modern. It is heated by an oil furnace but we also have a
Island residents who normally are at the receiving end of these
Franklin stove which we use in the winter evenings, as we
dust clouds, the wind prevailed in another direction last Saturday.
have so much available wood. Most of the trees on our
On Saturday, however, someone must have been able to
property are over 100 feet high. We have a drilled well and so
reach the right authority, because the CSL Acadian left Plumper
have plenty of water. We have an average-sized vegetable
Sound after unloading only one barge full of gypsum. The dust
garden and we put the excess vegetables into our deep freezer
cloud must have irritated enough people on Pender.
for winter use. We usually go once every two weeks by ferry
My question is: what can we do, as Islanders, to put a stop to
to Victoria to do our grocery shopping. We do have a small
an industrial activity that is carried out in the close vicinity of a
national park, a national marine conservation area and in a
LETTERS, please turn to facing page
residential neighbourhood?
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Our home package system makes
it easy to build your own home,
cottage or vacation retreat.

Now that Island properties are no longer cheap, and many
are worth millions, potential financial gain may be significant.
Landowners have the money to fight prosecutions, even if the
Trust does not.
The Trust, as a result, is very cautious about taking disputes
to court, whether they are challenges to bylaws or prosecutions
for infractions. Knowing this, some individuals deliberately
ignore bylaws. And Local Trust Committees may be inclined to
delay prosecutions so as not to overburden the Trust's
enforcement staff—or to avoid political harassment or legal chill.
All of this encourages some people to treat the Trust, and its
bylaws, with contempt. The result can only be more land-use
infractions, such as short-term vacation rentals, or industrial or
commercial operations on land not appropriately zoned. Such
individuals display their contempt not only for the Trust, but
also for their neighbours and other Islanders.
One of the unwritten rules of development on the Islands
used to be: 'Just do what you want, and ask permission
afterwards' (if they catch you). This is no longer acceptable, if it
ever was. Deliberate infractions that remain unprosecuted lead,
inevitably, to further deliberate infractions.
It is time that the Trust enforced its bylaws. Islanders,
newcomers and old-timers alike, should expect nothing less.
Fairness and due process are part of the law. Trustees must not
have the power to delay specific enforcement actions, or to
declare moratoria on enforcement. If enforcement is to be
selective, the criteria for this should be spelled out in OCPs and
LUBs.
It’s clearly time to separate justice from politics, on the
Islands as anywhere else. The Trust will need a little courage to
accomplish this, but it would be more respected if it did. And it
would allow trustees to perform their duties without pressure. i
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FEATURE
PROPERTY#1

FEATURE
PROPERTY#2

FEATURE
PROPERTY#3

“Island Lifestyle
at its Finest””
MLS#218732
$389,000

“View Home
priced to sell”
MLS#214572
NOW $329,900

“Impressive SF
Oceanfront Home”
MLS#218746
$799,900

‘What’s On?’

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
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SINGLE • $31.80 • With image $37.10 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42.40 • With image $47.70 (max 70 words)

Thurs to Sat, Sept 14, 15 & 16

Saturday, Sept 16

Sheila Jordan’s ‘Shirley Valentine’ travels to Cherry
Point Vineyards—enjoy a West Coast Surf and Turf Buffet and
then theatre under the stars (so bring your woolies!) • Cherry
Point Vineyards, 15 minutes south of Duncan • Buffet 5–7:30pm,
Curtain 7:30pm • $30/per person with a glass of wine • Tickets:
Cherry Point Wine Shop or call 250-743-1272 • NEAR DUNCAN

Raffi Renaissance on the Islands—join
Raffi to celebrate his new book and CD; he’ll
give a word & song presentation for adults on
his groundbreaking Child Honouring
anthology and its companion CD, Resisto
Dancing • Talisman Books • 1pm • Free • Info:
250-539-3588 or www.raffinews.com • ON PENDER ISLAND

Thurs to Sun, Sept 14 to 17
Crimson Coast Dance Society’s 7th Annual
InFrinGinG
Dance
Festival—dance
performances & workshops, indoors & out, for all
ages; featuring internationally acclaimed Margie
Gillis performing ‘Fluid Stability’, plus Cori
Caulfield & Suddenly Dance Theatre, yoga in the
park, dance on the street, & more! • Port Theatre
& various locations • Admission: from free to $60
pass for both mainstage shows) • Tickets/Info:
www.crimsoncoastdance.org or 250-716-3230 • IN NANAIMO

Fri to Sun, Sept 15 to 17
5th Annual ‘After Fair Affaire’–10 local bands, beer & wine
garden (Tuned Air choir benefit), food services by Wheely Good
Coffee • Garden Faire Nursery, 305 Rainbow Road, minutes from
the popular 110th Fall Fair & ten-minute old forest trail walk from
Ganges & Saturday Market; camping packages available • FRI &
SAT: 6pm–12pm, SUN 5pm–11pm • Admission: FRI $10,
SAT/SUN $5, 12 & under free • Info: Shirley, 250-537-4346 or
gardenfaire@saltspring.com • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT!
YOur

250-629-3660 or www.islandtides.com
LETTERS from previous page
store on our island but, naturally, the prices are higher. There
are about 400 people on North Pender.
Sincerely, Olive Thompson
I would love to hear from any persons that may have known
this family, the property or who simply would like to comment
on the above (windywilson@aol.com).
Catherine Wilson, NSW, Australia

A Trustee Speaks Out
Dear Editor:
At a North Pender Local Trust Committee meeting held on June
29, the LTC heard a delegation on the OCP review. As an adjunct
to his presentation on Development Permit Areas, Mr Randy
Lynch quoted from the Islands Trust Policy Manual and
endeavored to raise serious questions about my conduct as
trustee. He accused me of being in violation of Sections 1.2
(impaired judgment), 1.3 (conduct detracting from image
integrity or responsibilities) and 1.4, (impartiality and equality of
service). Mr. Lynch framed these very serious charges around a
community meeting I attended on May 24. He seemed to infer
that there was something inappropriate, unethical or sinister
about my attendance there.
Since taking on this trusteeship in December I have been
asked to and attended many meetings. A quick perusal of my
calendar showed me that, to date the total number of meetings
is around 87. A majority of those meetings were completely
discretionary, at the request of one or more community
members. In fact one of the meetings was with Mr. Lynch
himself. Meeting with people from our community and listening
to their stories and concerns is a very meaningful and often
challenging part of my job. Moreover I consider it an integral
part of my duties.
Part of my motivation to seek this trusteeship was due to
having seen how community affairs were conducted in the past
and having a desire to set a new standard of more open, more
approachable and more accountable governance on North
Pender. It seemed to me that in the past, divisiveness, acrimony
and cynicism had turned off a lot of people from participating in
the process. Meetings were often poorly attended and decisions
sometimes appeared to have been made well before the meeting
started. I made a commitment to myself to work with my fellow
trustees to try to change that. To encourage new voices and work
to bring some who had disengaged back to the table.
As trustee I have two basic goals: to avoid poorly planned
growth and to leave behind a stronger healthier community. I
encourage debate and a diversity of views, in fact it makes this
job infinitely more meaningful.
The project to bring in a revised OCP for North Pender has
challenged all of us in some respect, to look ahead, to plan for
and envision a better future for this Island and this community.
Now more than ever, people need to be sitting around tables
sharing ideas and information and discussing issues. To that
end, my fellow Trustee Gary Steeves and I would like to extend
an open invitation to the community. Set a date and time, call up
your neighbours, put on some coffee and either one of us would
be pleased to join you. We can discuss DPAs (if that’s on your
mind), answer questions and most importantly, listen to
concerns.
I have willingly given up a lot to be trustee, but having to
endure this kind of treatment is where I must draw the line. No
one is entitled to unjustly impugn my reputation or impeach my
integrity. I will not leave such charges unanswered.
Ken Hancock, North Pender Islands Trustee

Saturday, September 16
Hartland Landfill Open House—look behind the scenes at
our award-winning landfill: join a tour, climb aboard equipment,
make a recycling craft, play in a giant sandbox, watch a puppet
show, check out educational displays • #1 Hartland Road (off
West Saanich Road) • 9:30am–2pm • Free (includes pizza & juice)
• Info: CRD Hotline 250-360-3030 or www.crd.bc.ca/es • IN
SAANICH

Various days, Sept 19 to Oct 5
Screening Mammography Mobile Van Visit—sponsored by
the BC Cancer Agency’s Screening Mammography Program.
Women between ages 40 & 79 are eligible for this free service •
PENDER: Sept 19–22, St Peters Anglican Church; SALT
SPRING, Sept 26–OCT 5, Courthouse • Call 1-800-663-9203 for
an appointment or info www.bccancer.bc.ca/breastscreening •
ON PENDER & SALT SPRING ISLANDS

WATERFRONT PROPERTY
FOR SALE ON VALDES ISLAND

Saturday, September 23
Family Fun Fall Dance—with DJ ‘Doc’ Colin Watson •
Community Hall • Family Dance: 7:30–9:30pm, Rock n’
Roll/Dub 9:30–11pm • Admission by donation, suggested
$10/family, $5/adult, $3/teens • ON PENDER ISLAND

That Trail Land Again
Dear Editor:
Under the headline that ‘Galiano trail proposal will not proceed,’
your issue of August 10 published a statement from the Galiano
Parks and Recreation Commission, along with a correction from
CRD Director Susan DeGryp that the commission did not
decline the offer of land.
The Galiano Parks Commission did decline the offer of 3
acres of land that had been arranged by the provincial
government, which was 75% of the land gift on the table.
Without the key corridor behind the works yard, there would be
no point in our donating the other 1 acre for a trailhead
disconnected from the trails higher on Mount Galiano.
While the Commission indicated that it was concerned about
costs to the taxpayer, the provincial government had already
absorbed a substantial cost to the taxpayer when it recently sold
the highways’ works yard (after comprehensive environmental
cleanup) to the highways maintenance contractor, with the
forested half of the property reserved for the new park as had
been requested by the CRD.
Bowie and Anna Keefer, Galiano Island

Galiano Forest Review
Dear Editor:
In regard to ‘Documents galore in Galiano’s review,’ (Island
Tides, August 24, 2006) the statement that ‘Three documents
have now emerged from the Phase I meetings’ is wrong. Only
one document emerged from the review: the report generated by
the facilitator as directed by those present at the meeting. The
statement that the facilitator announced he was going to
generate a report is wrong. The facilitator suggested that he write
the report and asked permission of those at the meeting to do so.
He got it.
I disagree with the statement that at the July 20 meeting, ‘the
trustees, while allowing no further community discussion,
introduced new ideas for the governance of Phase II.’ For that
discussion, the Local Trust Committee took three meetings to
ensure that there was maximum opportunity for public input.
The Trustees’ input to staff was designed to provide the
community with as many tools as might be needed for a
successful completion of Phase Two.
Once Phase I was finished, public participation in generating
such a process came to an end. The Local Trust Committee then
had the responsibility of receiving the results of the process and
to provide direction to staff for generating the request for
proposal for potential facilitators for Phase II and mechanisms
for ensuring that it is truly an open, public review with full
transparency. The discretion for using suggested tools lies with
those who attend the Phase II
meetings.
The Local Trust Committee
retains the right to intervene if
necessary, as it did during
Phase I when the deadline was
Growell
extended. Intervention would
be for the purpose of assisting
the process, not for interfering
in it.
The new document referred
Starts with
to as the ‘People’s Report’ was
the right soil
not, as the article states,
Top Soil
received by the Local Trust

Gardening for Success...

LETTERS, please turn to page 6

Invest Ethically

4.95

604-948-0434

WWW.WESTCOASTLAND.NET

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Homeowners
• Farm
• Commercial
• Bed & Breakfasts
Salt Spring Island: #1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road
Doug Guedes • 1-250-537-5527
Sidney: A2 - 9769 Fifth Street
Jason McCutcheon • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
Brentwood Bay: 7178 W. Saanich Rd
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd.
Saanichton: #2-7855 East Saanich Road
Dan Olive • 1-800-663-0807

www.seafirstinsurance.com

SHORELINE DESIGN
www.shorelinedesign.ca

Monday to Saturday 8 am to 5 pm
www.growell.bc.ca

Live Your Dream

• excellent
references

THE LINWOOD
ADVANTAGE

We load pickup and trailers
We deliver small or large loads

(250) 405-2468
(877) 405-2400

autoplan

• fully insured

CUSTOM DESIGN
HIGH QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS
FULL WARRANTY PROGRAM
WORLDWIDE SHIPPING EXPERTISE
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT

(250)746-8873

Learn more at: www.pinchgroup.ca

ACRE LOTS

R ICHARD H ILL

Bark Mulch
Composted Manure
Sand & Gravel

Blue Diamond
Gravel & Turf Ltd.

7

A MEX B ROADWAY W EST R EALTY

5115 Polkey Rd Duncan

Caring where your money is invested
can go hand in hand with good returns.

TO

$169,900

1.888.546.9663
Peter Christenson 250-629-8386

specializing in water access
over steep & rugged terrain

www.linwoodhomes.com
NEW PLAN BOOK NOW AVAILABLE

– Over 100 full colour designs –
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Going Somewhere?

Generation Green ~ Andrew Lewis

ith the music of Raffi, ‘Turn This World Around,’ filling
the Ottawa Congress Centre, and with hundreds of
cheering supporters, Elizabeth May became the new
leader
of
the
Green Party of Canada last weekend. Moments after
60 Station Street, Duncan
delivering her acceptance speech, it became clear in the media
scrum afterwards why this was the best choice for Greens, as well
as offering new hope for all Canadians.
May defended policy resolutions passed earlier in the morning,
on NAFTA and Afghanistan, in which she deftly challenged the
Harper government. On NAFTA, the Green Party is calling for the
cancellation of the trade agreement with the US, and to start
1-800-434-0566 travel.whittome@shaw.ca negotiations for a more fair and enforceable trade pact. As May
said, Harper has essentially capitulated to the US with the
Softwood Lumber deal, despite
several NAFTA trade rulings in
We supply:
favour of Canada. The message
• steel cisterns –
Harper has sent to the US, is if
polypropylene-lined,
they push hard enough, the
5,000 – 30,000 gal.
rules of NAFTA can be broken,
making the current agreement
• first flush diverters,
redundant anyway. The Green
debris pails, high
Party is calling for a new trade
• harvesting systems
capacity filters
BOB BURGESS agreement that ensures we can
• design
protect our energy security, or
tel. 250-246-2155
• installation
water resources, for example.
bob@rainwaterconnnection.com
Electing Elizabeth May,
• service
Visit our new site: www.rainwaterconnection.com
former director of the Sierra
Club of Canada and member
of the Order of Canada, as
Green Party leader was only
one of many highlights of the
convention. Several guest
speakers were able to inspire
Greens to action: Joe Trippi,
national campaign manager

W

whittome’s travel

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone:

(250) 386-7643

NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF BYLAW NO. 3366 AMENDMENT TO HARTLAND LANDFILL
TIPPING FEE AND REGULATION BYLAW
The Board of the Capital Regional District gives notice that it intends
to adopt Bylaw No. 3366, Hartland Landfill Tipping Fee and Regulation
Bylaw No. 5, 2003, Amendment Bylaw No. 4, 2006, at its meeting of
Wednesday, September 13, 2006, in the Board Room at 625 Fisgard
Street, Victoria, BC, V8W 1R7.
The purpose of Bylaw No. 3366 is to:
•
revise the current controlled waste permitting
procedures at Hartland landfill to regulate:
type, quality and quantity of controlled wastes; and
controlled wastes from out-of-region
•
increase tipping fees for the disposal of controlled wastes at
Hartland landfill (except for sewage sludge and contaminated soil)
Revisions to the current controlled waste permitting procedures will
take effect at the time of adoption of the bylaw. The increase to
tipping fees for the disposal of controlled wastes will take effect
January 2, 2007.
A copy of Bylaw No. 3366 may be inspected between the hours of 8:30
a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday inclusive, from the date of this
Notice until September 13, 2006 at the locations listed below:
•
Administration Dept., 625 Fisgard Street, Victoria, B.C.
•
Hartland Landfill Administration Offices, Hartland Avenue,
Victoria, B.C.
You may also view Bylaw No. 3366 on the Internet @
http://www.crd.bc.ca/bylaws/solidwastelandf_/index.htm
Select Bylaw No. 3366 from the list of bylaws.
Questions regarding Bylaw No. 3366 may be directed to Mr. John
Craveiro, CRD Environmental Services, 360-3164. Residents of the Gulf
Islands and Port Renfrew may call toll free 1-800-663-4425, local 3164.
DATED this 18th day of August, 2006
Carmen Thiel
Corporate Secretary

MISSED AN
ISSUE?
Check out:
www.islandtides.com
for issues from
2003, 2004,
2005 & 2006

for Howard Dean, Monica Frassoni, co-president of the
European Greens and MEP, and Mike Feinstein, Green mayor of
Santa Monica in California.
Trippi talked about how we are entering a new age of politics,
driven by new technology. He described how traditional media,
and television in particular, has eroded the concept of democracy,
choice, and participation. Politics has become transactional (your
vote for a tax cut), defeating the essence of democracy which is
supposed to build community—based on participation and
engagement. The Howard Dean campaign demonstrated that
traditional media can be by-passed by new technology, such as the
internet, to encourage participation and build community that can
bring about change for the greater good. Trippi said that we will
move from transactional to transformational politics, and the
Green Party is well placed to lead this change due to its grassroots
tradition, along with a global, long term perspective that is
attractive to tech-savvy youth.
In fact, the many young members at the Convention were the
most inspiring for me and many others. Young speakers for the
new Youth Caucus spoke eloquently about how they are the first
global generation, connected and globally aware. They are
Generation Green, fully aware of the planet they are inheriting,
and the immense issues they will have to face; global issues that
will affect us all locally, such as climate change, the end of fossil
fuels, global poverty, disease, intense and growing
environmental stress, over-population, and growing conflict and
war over resources and ideology. Yet young members displayed
the energy and hope that will be needed to overcome these
immense challenges. Our youth will be the agents of change and
community building that we need for the 21st Century, and I am
proud that the Green Party is in a position to help be that vehicle
to help youth, Generation Green, become engaged.
Andrew Lewis was Saanich Gulf Islands Green party
candidate in the 2004 and 2006 federal elections. For more
information visit www.andrewlewis.ca. i

SCHOOL FUNDING from page 2
many students actually enrolled, and then are
told (by the Ministry) in March how much
money they will be granted for a school year that
actually started the September before. They are
not allowed to run a deficit.
Searle strongly criticizes this process for the
lack of any consultation or negotiation. MLA’s
don’t have any contact with school trustees.
School districts, he says, have no idea what the
Province’s financial situation will be next year,
and the Province has no idea what the school
districts may actually need. The Ministry
appears to be caught in the middle, between the
budget cycles of the school districts and the
provincial government.
There is, says Searle, no long range planning.
He cites an additional $150 million which the
Province unexpectedly added to the education
grants immediately before the 2005 election,
and the $250 million pay raise which the
LETTERS from page 5
Committee before the meeting. We are likely
not in a position to receive it at all. Phase I for
the community to create a process for the
review being completed, the public cannot
receive and consider it in an Islands Trust
sponsored public debate. There was certainly
no open, general meeting of the public in which
it was approved.
With respect to my saying that Phase I had
‘gone colossally wrong’ and that it had ‘appalled
the daylights out of me;’ I said that the decisionmaking had gone wrong. I had commented that,
for most decisions, while there had been plenty
of opportunity to speak for a proposal, there was
little opportunity to speak against it, and the
votes were only for a ‘yes’ and not for ‘nays.’ This
meant that there was no clear method of
determining if a consensus had been reached. I
had commented that there was a strong
possibility of a ‘false consensus’ being generated,
and that this was an appalling situation that we
should not repeat in Phase II.
The abrupt close-down I spoke of occurred
because the facilitator was not available for
further meetings.
In consideration of three current court cases
concerning Forest lands, the Local Trust
Committee authorized a Review as it has every
right to do. A two-phase process was generated.
The purpose of Phase I was to provide the
public with an opportunity to consider
approving a facilitated review in Phase II and

government awarded to the teachers in 2002,
while granting the school districts only $50
million to pay for it.

A Solution
Searle proposes, as a solution, that certain fixed
costs, such as heating, transportation, and
maintenance, should be reimbursed by the
Province at actual cost. The remainder of costs,
he suggests, should be reimbursed on what he
calls a ‘rolling ratio’ basis. He suggests grants
which would depend on a ratio of per-student
funding in each district to per-student costs in
the largest district (currently Vancouver). This
ratio would be calculated as a ten-year average
and adjusted annually. He cautions, however,
that initiating this system now would run the risk
of further perpetuating current inequalities, and
therefore determining a ‘common level of
service’ would be a prerequisite to its
implementation. i

generate a process for the Review itself.
Roy Smith, Local Trustee, Galiano Island
Ed’s Note: The above letter has been edited for
clarity, accuracy and civility. The unedited
version was circulated on Galiano Island.

Not Adequate Public Input
Dear Editor:
Trustee Roy Smith has circulated an open letter
on Galiano to ‘set the record straight’ about the
forest policy review process on Galiano. It is
filled with confusions and disengenuousness. I
want to correct two important points: one
about the number of documents and the other
about the extent of public input.
Trustee Smith says that only one document
emerged, despite there also being the ‘Process
and Implementation Document’ by Brodie
Porter on the agenda at two meetings, and an
alternative proposal, the ‘People’s Report’ that
was submitted to the trustees and criticized by
Smith. Maybe Smith has a technical notion of
‘emerged.’ Is this why he counts documents
differently from others and even refused to
discuss the mention of three documents by
many speakers, including myself, at the LTC
meeting of 16 August?
The first document to ‘emerge’ was the
facilitator’s Draft #3, which was the concluding
report at the end of the abruptly terminated
community process.
LETTERS, please turn to facing page
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AUTOMOTIVE

FOR RENT

SIDNEY
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES
• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

Part-time accommodation in
Victoria. Looking for a quiet, mature
woman to share condo in James
Bay. Ongoing part-time basis $450/month. 250-539-0610.

ISLAND EXPLORER

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

PROPERTY

TRANSMISSION SERVICE

250-654-0230

Road test by qualified
technician
Cleanand inspect
transmission pan
40-point driveline
safety check

only

39
for cars

$

.95
*

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)
* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

MANAGEMENT LTD.

Southern Gulf
House & Cottage Rentals
FOR POSITIVE RESULTS LIST
WITH US!
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES
NEW WOOD?
KEEP IT LOOKING NEW!
WEATHERED WOOD?
BRING IT BACK TO LIFE!
HIGH PERFORMANCE,
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY
FINISHES FOR ALL YOUR WOOD
SIDING, SHAKES, LOGS &
BEAMWORK, DECKS, FENCES,
WINDOWS, DOORS, ETC…

JEWELTREE
WOOD CARE

250-210-1178

Mention this ad and
get an additional
10% off.

Rent/Lease/Buy
Quality Used Cars & Trucks

We will pick you up
from Ferries and Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788
SIDNEYCARS.COM

Boxed ads
starting at $28
250-629-3660

email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

GETAWAYS
MAUI
Vacation Condos
1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views
Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608

Specializing in…
PVC Deck Membranes
& Aluminum Railings
for Sundecks, Garage
Decks and Roofdecks.
C A LL D AVE W O O DE
C ONT RAC T ING :

25 0- 5 37 -2 9 9 0 o r
1- 8 00 - 8 04 -6 28 8
Servicing the Gulf Islands

www.mauisuncoast.com

MEETINGS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of
School Trustees will be held at the
School Board Office on Wednesday,
September 13 commencing at 1pm.
Public Welcome!
Pender Writer’s Circle returns
October. Watch this space for
details or call Trysh Ashby-Rolls @
629.2085

LETTERS from previous page
The second document to emerge was the ‘Process and
Implementation Document’ that was created following the July
20 meeting, at the direction of Trustees Smith and Sharp. This
document added many pages to the facilitator’s document,
including LTC interventions and an special APC. It incensed
people, and was rightly abandoned. (But it isn’t clear, to me, that
Smith might not want to refer back to it or even resurrect it,
despite his not recognizing it as a document!)
The third document, (aka the ‘People’s Report’) is an
alternative Phase I report that attempts to reorganize and clarify
the facilitator’s Draft #3 to a final working document. This is the
one that exercises Smith most. Although it was much discussed at
the last LTC meeting, Smith doesn’t want it to ‘emerge’—despite
the many criticisms of it in his letter which indicate it has indeed
been ‘received.’
Trustee Smith makes some strong claims about this third
document. He says it was ‘generated by two community
members.’ He is oblivious to the fact that there are a large
number of people, including myself, who were directly involved
in its generation and who support it. Contrary to what Smith
asserts, a very large number of people had read it and were at the
Aug 16 meeting.
At that meeting, I said that the third document ‘preserves the
community process without adding anything,’ (unlike the
document that Smith directed Porter to create on July 20) and
that it ‘is clearly superior.’ I consider it the best of the three
documents.
Smith pointedly says that ‘there was certainly no open,
general meeting of the public in which [the ‘People’s Report’]
was approved.’ On that he is certainly right, and no one has
contended otherwise, but that is true of the other two documents
as well. No document about the community process has yet
achieved authorization by the community.
Three documents have emerged, one from the facilitator
without community approval, a second that caused a community
outcry and was then abandoned, and a third generated by
community members in the spirit of Draft #3, reorganized and
clarifying the ideas generated by the community in Phase I. It
appears that Smith wants to trash the third. Why? Shouldn’t the
community decide which document should guide their
community review? That is how Phase II should begin.
Independent of how Trustee Smith counts documents, it is
completely disingenuous of him to say that ‘we [the trustees]
allowed extensive public input through a total of three Local
Trust Committee meetings before forwarding the process to
Staff …’ First of all, it is hardly magnanimous of the LTC to allow
input from the public about their community process, which the
trustees were supposed to distance themselves from in the first
place. Still, it is not clear whether Smith thinks they were giving
‘direction,’ ‘retaining rights,’ or ‘providing tools’ to the public for
the community process. That is mostly confusion.

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
• Custom Flashing
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters

1-877-652-0599
www.flynn.ca

1-800-774-1417
GSA Auto
Rentals & Sales
Monthly
Rentals
from $525.

www.PROVEN
HEALTH
SOLUTIONS.net

Member: Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

Waterworks
Bulk Water Delivery Ltd

• 3000gals Drinking Water •

Tank Filling, Cleaning,
Sales & Rentals
Pool Filling

CRD Health Approved

250-474-7912

BUSINESS OPP

D. A. SMITHSON
& SONS

Well Drillers

Electrically Available®
Nutritional Supplements
Help others attain Ideal
Health & be highly rewarded.

SCRAP CAR
REMOVAL
Gulf Islands
Victoria • Sooke
Sidney • Duncan

1-250-744-6842

ADVERTISE!
250-629-3660
www.islandtides.com

The important point is that there was only one meeting at
which the public was ‘allowed’ some input, but in no way
extensive, and that was at the LTC meeting of August 16. This, in
any case, was demanded by the public at the meeting of August
2, when the second ‘process and implementation’ document was
on the agenda (with no provision for community input).
Presumably, the third LTC meeting that Smith is referring to is
the meeting of July 20 where Smith, especially, tried to mangle the
community Draft #3 with numerous substantive changes and then
allowed the public a very short time to ask questions, with explicit
prohibition of community input. There weren’t three meetings
with input, there wasn’t ‘extensive public input’ and there would
have been no input if the public had not demanded it.
The community review should move forward with the
process framework which is found in all three documents, but
with the clearest focus in the alternative proposal. The process
framework is itself the implementation of the public community
review. Roy Smith should stop intervening and let the
community move forward with its work.
Bob Ware, Galiano Island

Bylaw Infractions Running Phase II?
Dear Editor:
As you may be aware, Trustee Smith has circulated ‘open letters.’
In one he accuses Island Tides, in its reporting of the August 2
and 16 LTC meetings, of, amongst other sins, ‘spin[ning]
information about a document to make it look like the public
supports it.’ Having attended the meetings in question it is my
opinion that the reporter skillfully and accurately laid out the
bones of the proceedings as they took place.
Much of Mr Smith’s rant sinks itself in his own contradictions.
There are three issues which I want be clarified. First, I am
confused as to the origin of the title ‘The People’s Report.’ It was
referred to at the meeting in that way. The document, generated in
the period just prior to the August 16 meeting, is nothing of the
sort. It is simply a reformatting of Draft 3 of Phase I of the Review.
Presented by the facilitator, Draft 3 used a chronological format;
this version has been formatted by subject and corrects errors
acknowledged by the facilitator.
Mr Smith denies that the document was ‘received’ by the LTC
before the meeting. To avoid word games, skip the word
‘received.’ Someone handed it to him and he took it. Now he
expresses doubts that the document can be considered in an
Islands Trust sponsored debate. Can he veto a document
without charges of interference? But he has pledged not to
interfere…except when he thinks it is necessary…in which case
he reserves the right to intervene…but only to ensure the best
chance of the Review succeeding…according to his evaluation.
Second, Mr. Smith quarrels with the statement, ‘The trustees,
while allowing no further community discussion, introduced
new ideas for governance of Phase II.’ On July 20, Draft 3 of
Phase I was formally ‘received’ by the trustees and the meeting
was advised that comments would not be allowed from the floor.

ISLAND
MARINE
CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

FREE educational info
package. (250)220-1262

BC Gold
Mining Claims
Invest, or recover
gold yourself!
40 acres & up from
$2000+ (CDN)

www.BCgold.ca

LEGAL TENDERS

539-5252 or
250-478-6937

FREE

MARINE

• DOCKS
• RAMPS
• PILE DRIVING
Toll-free:
1-866-399-7525
www.heavymetalmarineltd.com

HEALTH
Traditional Chinese Medicine

Acupuncture

Used by people for
over 3000 years and
recognized by the
World Health
Organization as a safe,
effective, drug-free
therapy for many
common health problems.

REQUEST FOR
PROPOSALS
To develop management
plans for Nature Reserves.
The Islands Trust Fund
requires consultants to
develop management plans
for nature reserves on
Denman, Gabriola and
Lasqueti Islands. The budget
for each plan is $5,000. The
deadline for proposals is
September 20, 2006 9:00
a.m. local time. View
http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/hr/

for details.

Trevor Erikson, R.Ac
Registered Acupuncturist
For an appointment call the
Pender Island Health Centre:

629-3322

READ ON!
www.islandtides.com

Smith put forward several ideas, the most contentious being the
appointment of an APC which would have, as part of its
mandate, the capacity to act as an arbiter in circumstances
where it was perceived (presumably by the trustees) that the
community could not come to consensus. This is certainly a new
idea. Draft 3 confirms that such a group has never been
considered during Phase I.
At the LTC meeting of August 2, Planner Porter’s version of
Draft 3 was submitted. Discussion was strongly discouraged.
Indeed, had Chair Gisele Rudischer not insisted that there was
clear need for the public to be heard, the community would have
been carrying on into Phase II based on an amalgam of a
Request for Proposal and a Request for Funding supplemented
by a barely recognizable Draft 3, bloated from 7 to 15 pages.
At the August 16 meeting, a generous slot on the agenda was
reserved for public input (thanks to Chair Rudischer). Wisely,
Planner Porter voluntarily withdrew his document before the
public part of the meeting began.
And finally, I was disgusted by Mr Smith’s statement that the
Forest Policy Review had been initiated ‘in consideration of three
court cases concerning Forest Lands.’ Apparently these same
court cases are shaping the timeline for the Review. In the recent
Active Page magazine, Smith says ‘…my reasons for setting a
reasonable timeline for events: first that there are court cases
outstanding that require due diligence…’
Does Mr Smith wish us to understand that the community of
Galiano has been coerced into revising their Forest Policies to
serve the legal convenience of those who have chosen to defy the
present bylaws? I’m sure he’ll have some explanation…or
denial…or something, before the public shortly. That will
straighten it all out.
Helena Chambers, Galiano Islandi

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1
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Baby heron comes home ~ Trysh Ashby-Rolls

Actor Tahmoh Penikett and Director Mark Leiren-Young, in Galiano’s Heritage Forest
wildfire site, at the last weekend of shooting for the movie The Green Chain.

Galiano’s wildfire site chosen for film’s
final shoot
Galiano Island was host to the movie crew of
The Green Chain on August 27 and 28, as
Vancouver’s
multi-talented
journalist,
scriptwriter & performer Mark Leiren-Young
wrapped the principal photography on his
directorial debut.
The Green Chain is an ode to trees and a
critical look into the endlessly contentious BC
logging industry, says Leiren-Young.
The final segment was shot in Galiano’s
community forest, a former MB logging show,
ravaged by a fire that started on July 23. The
61-hectare fire site is part of Galiano’s heritage
forest. The heritage forest is held in trust by the
Galiano Club, who were wondering how to pay
for the fire-watch required to ensure the fire
stays out, when they were approached by the
producers of The Green Chain who wanted to
use the site for their final shooting day. The
location fee paid will help pay the patrol costs

on what is still technically an ‘active’ fire site.
Leiren-Young comments, ‘It was an amazing
ending to a wild ride. On a movie that’s all about
trees and the people who love them, it was
perfect that we were able to help people who are
fighting to protect a forested island.’
Actor Tahmoh Penikett (Battlestar
Galactica, Cold Squad), playing a forest
firefighter, was the last actor to film his solo
segment in this unique feature film.
Penikett joined an ensemble of Canadian
actors in The Green Chain. The film is set to
conclude post-production by the end of 2006.
More information is available at www.leirenyoung.ca.
Publicity, promotions and grassroots
outreach will be conducted online through
Vancouver-based www.HelloCoolWorld.com, a
network where viewers can take some direct
action. i

Accommodation & Attractions
Vancouver Island & Around the Georgia Strait
That ‘Little’
On the Islands, On
CAMPGROUND
In the filtered sunlight of an old
the Ferries & In the
C
o
f
f
e
e
P
l
a
c
e
forest. 1o min walk via Mouat Park
trails to Ganges or 3 min drive.
Visa, Mastercard, AmEx

305 Rainbow Rd

Salt Spring Island

250-537-4346

gardenfaire@saltspring.com

The Haven B&B
In Peaceful Victoria

Close to the ocean, UVic, & the
hospital. Organic breakfasts,
private bathrooms. $50-$70

250-598-7015

Historic Duncan, 149 Canada Ave
• opposite the train station •

250-746-5233

Terminals
Island Tides
250-629-3660

WHALE WATCHING &
MARINE WILDLIFE TOURS
aboard highspeed zodiacs
from Ganges,
Salt Spring Island

Reservations Required
Please call 1-888-656-9878
www.sidneymarinesafari.ca

Escape to Metchosin

Delia’s Shangri-La
Oceanfront B&B
360º Breathtaking
Oceanfront Views

www.cougarscrag.com 1-888-808-2724
pet-friendly

Each luxury suite offers a
private entrance, deck, hot
tub,
ensuite,
fireplace,
satellite TV, microwave and
bar fridge.

David Manning’s garden, lush with fruit and
vegetables, surrounded by wild grasses and
forest, has a sign on the gate stating he is a
Habitat Steward for Species at Risk. His Pender
Island property, close to a beach, makes a
perfect nesting area for Great Blue Herons and
even an osprey. The osprey keeps marauding
eagles away from its territory, yet allows heron
neighbours.
In late June, a pair of Blue Herons hatched
four eggs in a tree-top nest behind Manning’s
home. A month later he noticed one of the
nestlings had either fallen or been pushed from
the nest. He promptly called the Wildlife Centre
on Salt Spring Island who advised him to bring
the young bird over as quickly as possible. He
rushed to the last ferry, and found a
‘trustworthy person’ who promised to take the
baby to the refuge. At the centre, the new
arrival was dubbed 382—the three hundred
and eighty-second admission this year.
At first 382 was dehydrated and stressed
but uninjured. It had to be tube-fed with highprotein formula. Shortly afterward, it started
eating fish-mash pushed down its throat.
‘Within a couple of days it ate on its own so we
left it alone as much as possible,’ said Katie
Rasmussen, a summer intern at the Wildlife
Centre. ‘Soon it began flapping its wings and it
wasn’t long before it could be put in the flying
pen.’ She said the bird loved flying up to a perch
nearly 4 metres high.
On August 22, the young heron came home.
Rasmussen set the cage down on the ground
under its tree-top nest. She had to urge the
young bird out by tipping the container. The

PHOTO: JACQUIE MACDONALD

minute it walked out it began squawking. Its
siblings looked down from their nest, returning
the greeting. ‘They only usually make a noise
like that when the parents bring food,’ said
Manning. ‘As soon as the parent flies away the
young shut up.’
Manning, who has observed nestlings
squawking and poking each other with their
bills ‘from excitement or testing their wings or
from sibling rivalry,’ said that in the early days
they tried to knock each other aside when food
arrived.
He thinks that’s how 382 got knocked out of
the nest, which he says is ‘not that big.’ He
knows of other nests where baby herons have
been trampled in the nest, or fallen out and
been eaten. This one was lucky.
382 hung around for almost two days before
it presumably rejoined its brothers and sisters.
None of the birds have been spotted since. i

Pender yard waste collection pilot project
During the week of September 25, residents in
Magic Lake Estates on North Pender Island will
have the opportunity to participate in a pilot
project to collect difficult-to-compost types of
yard waste from their homes.
Two types of materials will be collected. A
chipper truck will collect woody debris such as
branches and shrubs. A second truck will pick
up invasive plants like blackberry vines and
morning glory for disposal at Hartland landfill
in Saanich. Excess wood chips will be available
to all Pender Island residents on a first come,

first-served basis.
The project was initiated by the newly
formed Southern Gulf Islands Clean Air
Initiative, chaired by CRD Director Susan
DeGryp. ‘We all share the air,’ says DeGryp.
‘Let's get through this season without burning.’
CRD has also sponsored the Outer Islands’
distribution of a BC Lung Association leaflet
about air quality.
For more information, contact CRD
Director Susan DeGryp at 250-629-6298 or
directorsgi@crd.bc.ca. i

NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF BYLAW NO. 3210 AMENDMENT TO ANIMAL REGULATION
AND IMPOUNDING BYLAW
The Board of the Capital Regional District gives notice that it intends
to adopt Bylaw No. 3210, Animal Regulation and Impounding Bylaw
No. 1, 1986, Amendment Bylaw No. 5, 2006, at its meeting of
Wednesday, September 13, 2006, in the Board Room at 625 Fisgard
Street, Victoria, BC, V8W 1R7.
The purpose of the bylaw is to increase the dog licencing fees by
$5.00 for male/female dogs and spayed/neutered dogs,
effective January 1, 2007, as follows:
•
Female Dog (not spayed)
$30.00
•
Female Dog (spayed)
$20.00
•
Male Dog (not neutered)
$30.00
•
Male Dog (neutered)
$20.00
A copy of Bylaw No. 3210 may be inspected between the hours of
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday inclusive, excluding
public holidays, from the date of this Notice until September 13,
2006 at the locations listed below:
•
Animal Control & Bylaw Enforcement, #212-2780 Millstream
Road, Victoria, BC, (Mon.- Fri., 8:30 am-4:30 pm)
•
Public Notice Posting Place, 1st floor, 625 Fisgard Street,
Victoria, B.C.
•
Local CRD Building Inspection offices.
You may also view Bylaw No. 3210 on the Internet @
http://www.crd.bc.ca/bylaws/animalcontrolnoiseti_/index.htm
Select Bylaw No. 3210 from the list of bylaws.
Questions regarding Bylaw No. 3210 may be directed to Don Brown,
telephone (250) 474-3351 (local 21), or toll free 1-800-665-7899.

1-877-629-2800
www.penderislandshangrila.com

DATED this 30th day of August, 2006
Carmen Thiel
Corporate Secretary

S ISLAND
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1 acre Waterfront $425,000
Share of 280 acre land co-op
Sunny views, trail to water

Joan Combes, Broker/Owner
250.539.2121 fax 250.539.5567
toll free 1.866.539.2121
www.saturnarealty.com

Half-acre waterfront $467,000
Low bank southern exposure
Year-round protected moorage

