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An early morning from Salt Spring - the sunrise over Pender Island, with a silhouette of Mount Baker on the left.
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Federal review of environmental assessment
Natalie Dunsmuir

he federal government’s review of the
current environmental assessment process
will be started by a four-member expert
panel this month.
Johanne Gelinas, a former federal
commissioner of environment and sustainable
development, will act as chair. She will be joined by
Doug Horswill, retired vice-president of Teck
Resources, and Rod Northey and Renée Pelletier,
former environmental and aboriginal lawyers.

Panel’s Terms of Reference

Catherine McKenna, Minister of Environment and
Climate Change, released the Terms of Reference
for the panel in August. The panel has been
instructed to consult and engage with First Nations
and the provinces and territories, as well as with
‘key stakeholders’, to develope recommendations to
‘strength and improve’ the federal environmental
assessment process.
The expert panel has also been tasked with
considering several issues that were raised in Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau’s mandate letters to the
Minister of Environment and Climate Change and
the Minister of Indigenous and Northern Affairs.
The panel is to look into:
• how to restore robust oversight and thorough
environmental assessments of areas under federal
jurisdiction, while working with the provinces and
territories to avoid duplication;
• how to ensure decisions are based on science,
facts and evidence and serve the public’s interest;
• how to provide ways for Canadians to express
their views, and opportunities for experts to
meaningfully participate;

• how to require project advocates to choose the
best technologies available to reduce environmental
impacts; and
• how to ensure that environmental assessment
legislation is amended to enhance the consultation,
engagement and participatory capacity of
indigenous groups in reviewing and monitoring
major resource development projects.
The panel has also been asked to ‘reflect the
principles of the Declaration [on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples] in its recommendations, as
appropriate, especially with respect to the manner
in which environmental assessment processes can
be used to address potential impacts to potential or
established aboriginal and treaty rights.’

Working With Other Reviews

The review on federal environmental assessment
joins many others and the panel has been tasked with
working with other reviews in all relevant matters.
These reviews include a review by the Minister of
Fisheries and Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard
into changes to the Fisheries Act; a review currently
being undertaken by the Minister of Natural
Resources into modernizing the National Energy
Board; and a review by the Minister of Transport into
changes to the Navigable Waters Protection Act.

Review Timeline

The panel is beginning its review this month and has
until January 31, 2017, to finish its report with
recommendations. The panel will operate a public
website that will contain all the information it
receives. It will also create a Public Engagement Plan,
which will be posted to its website. 0

Islands need housing solutions
for younger people - Frants Attorp

G

ulf Islands are a haven for seniors but are
not proving accessible for younger families.
George Grams, Island Trustee for Salt
Spring Island and Local Trust Committee Chair for
North Pender, Mayne and Saturna indicates that
among the major reasons young people are leaving
or not moving to the islands is a lack of work and a
shortage of affordable housing.
‘The lack of employment opportunities is a tough
nut to crack,’ he says, ‘but I believe we can do
something about the housing situation.’ There is a
growing sense in government that something has to
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Galiano’s ingenious affordable
home ownership initiative

G

Heather C Martin

aliano Island’s acute shortage of
affordable housing has been
dramatically exacerbated in the
last year by the conversion of many longterm rental units into short-term Air BnB
rentals. Young families are finding it
increasingly difficult to secure affordable
housing, and island businesses are
suffering as staff accommodation becomes
almost impossible to find. But relief may
on the way. The Galiano Green home
ownership community, a local initiative to
help ease this housing shortage, is now
close to becoming a reality.
Four years ago, the Galiano Land and
Community Housing Trust, a non-profit
society, purchased 10 acres of land close
to one of the island’s main hubs (see map,
below), and has been working with
consultants and engineers to create a
unique housing development with a small
ecological footprint. Galiano Green is a
community-based, privately funded
initiative and will require neither public
moneys nor an increase in the local tax
base.
Embracing the ‘small is beautiful’
aesthetic, Galiano Green will allow 20
houses, ranging in size from 500 to 1,000
square feet, each equipped with state-ofthe-art water catchment systems to save
our aquifers through water conservation.
Galiano Green boasts only half the

be done to prevent lopsided communities, where
there is no active workforce.
Trustee Grams says that, while each island has
its own dynamics, the overall trend is often the
same. ‘I’ve received reports that some other islands
are hemorrhaging young families to an extent that
the future of some local schools might be in doubt,’
he says.
According to Grams, all aspects of affordable
housing are in shortage: emergency shelters, homes
for abused women, rental accommodation, and low
cost homes for sale. ‘Some things are beyond our
ISLANDS HOUSING, please turn to page 6

density of Page Drive, Galiano’s senior
living complex located right next door
(see map ,below); the rest of the 10 acres
will be shared communally, and will
feature a meeting room, shower and
laundry facilities to be built by the Galiano
Land and Community Housing Trust (see
plan, page 5).
Several facets of the project have been
modified in the last year to conform to the
recommendations of the local planning
authorities. Galiano Green has now
adopted a Bare Land Strata model, a welltested legal structure vetted by
government authorities and by financial
institutions. Each of the twenty lots, of
varying sizes, will be surveyed by a
professional surveyor, and will be leased
to approved candidates by the Galiano
Land and Community Housing Trust, at
very reasonable rates offered by VanCity
and CCEC Credit Union.
A housing agreement has been
hammered out between the Galiano Land
Trust and the local Islands Trust
Committee, and features a hands’ off
selection committee, known as the
Community Management Committee, to
choose candidates with the skills and
resources necessary to build a home at
Galiano Green. Applications can be
processed as soon as rezoning is granted
GALIANO GREEN, please turn to page 5

Missed something? You can find ‘searchable’ back issues online: www.islandtides.com.
There are topic archives, too! Enjoy reading!
www.islandtides.com
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Trans Mountain Expansion Hearings

The following letter was sent to the ministerial panel for the
Trans Mountain Expansion project on August 26.

Dear Panel Members:
As MLA for Saanich North and the Islands, I attended your
town hall meeting in Victoria on August 23, 2016, regarding
Kinder Morgan’s proposed Trans Mountain Pipeline Expansion
project. The huge increase in tanker traffic resulting from this
proposal would travel through the heart of my constituency.
Along with over 100 other registrants, I was unable to speak,
and requests by myself and others to extend hearing were not
granted. Therefore, I am submitting this letter on behalf of my
constituents.
Saanich North and the Islands has a population of over
50,000 and is comprised of the municipalities of Sidney, North
Saanich and Central Saanich; four First Nations (Tseycum,
Pauquachin, Tsartlip and Tsawout); and six southern Gulf
Islands (Salt Spring, North and South Pender, Galiano, Mayne
and Saturna) lying within the Islands Trust, a unique land-use
authority with a ‘preserve and protect’ mandate.
Saanich North and the Islands includes the Gulf Islands
National Park Reserve and is part of the proposed National
Marine Conservation Area (NMCA) for the southern Strait of
Georgia, supported in principle by the federal and provincial
governments of all political stripes since 2003. Parks Canada
describes the southern Strait of Georgia as the most endangered
marine ecosystem in Canada.
I do not speak for First Nations or locally elected officials
within my constituency. However, over the past several years, I
have talked or communicated with thousands of my
constituents, at the door, in dozens of my town halls, in many
other community meetings, and through my constituency
office. Based on this, my message to the panel is that the vast
majority of Saanich North and the Islands residents strongly
oppose the Kinder Morgan project and its environmental and
economic risks.
I urge the Panel to reflect this view and the opposition of
virtually everyone who spoke at your town hall meeting, in your
report to the Minister of Natural Resources Canada. During the
last federal election, the now Prime Minister of Canada stated
that governments issue permits, but only communities can give
permission for resource development. It is clear that my
community does not grant permission for the Kinder Morgan
project. Gary Holman, MLA, Saanich North and the Islands

Island Tides Online Reader

Dear Editor:
Just want to say how much I enjoy receiving your publication
in my e-mail inbox. Thanks for the great reportage.
Carrie Swiggum, Powell River Community Radio
Ed’s Note: Like Carrie, you can email a request to
islandtidesnewspaper@islandtides.com to be put on our
reminder list for when each new edition goes online.
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Editorial: In The Swim

or 30 years I considered the water around my island too
cold to swim in. A couple of weeks ago, while walking by
the inviting green waters of Hope Bay on a very hot day,
I thought, ‘I should give it a go.’ I do have a delicious August dip
in the Strait of Georgia whenever I go to Galiano’s ‘Three Artists’
exhibition, so maybe just a seven-minute walk from home it will
work, too. Sure enough, it’s fine. I have been swimming every
day.
I am shocked, and a bit sad, that I have been missing this
bliss every summer all these years (mind you, I have been
distracted by the long days of newspapering all that time).
Walking to a swimming place and then swimming freely in
the open air is finding islands’ bliss all over again—a small thing
which makes it seem like life here has everything.
In the early days, I swam once by the Penders’ bridge and it
was so bone-chillingly cold that I made the decision that the
waters were unswimmable. What astonishes me is that I didn’t
revisit that decision and try again. But as I say, I was distracted
by work.
Very like that, Island Tides is having a rethink. Though we
have had a growing website readership since 2000, I didn’t
considered online publication as the core of what Island Tides
did. Luckily, I have kept our online Island Tides just the same
as the print edition.
This August, two major events converged. Canada Post
problems threatened our expensive delivery method, and
bookkeeping revealed that we likely could not go on printing
and paying postage without the help of an angel.
Since the global crash when our advertising revenues
dropped 25% in three months, I have struggled to keep Island
Tides printed. Unpaid work, voluntary subscriptions from
readers and our 2014 ‘crowdfund’ have all helped correct the
shortfall as advertising revenues continue to drop in the face of
websites, social media, Google maps, and many other online
advertising opportunities.
This September 1, CBC revealed a March 2016 Department

of Canadian Heritage report, ‘Newspapers in Canada: The New
Reality of a Traditional Industry’. CBC says the report notes that
the federal government has been abandoning print newspaper
ads just as quickly as other advertisers, choosing cheaper digital
ads instead—and disrupting the familiar newspaper business
model. This is something I knew well, but now it is official.
For a unique regional newspaper which seeks to bind
together a precious archipelago of islands separated by ocean,
and which has no commercial centre to support it, Island Tides
is in an especially difficult position.
Rethink. Instead of quitting, if we cannot raise the money to
print and distribute paper copies, we should build on our
already burgeoning online presence (online readership has
more than doubled to 15,000 readers just since last winter).
So, I thought, plunge in—stop trying to second guess Canada
Post but keep publishing—the water was warm. Our online
readership has rocketed again this month to 19,000 readers and
many people are happy and say so.
For those who cannot or will not read online, we can email
a text only, print-yer-own email message with all the news. But
it’s a far cry from our beautiful photos and clean accessible
layout—which is just the same as ever online.
Now, I need all you onliners to encourage and remind the
rest to get in the swim. You can do this by emailing our url:
www.islandtides.com to your email friends, posting it on
Facebook, or whatever works for you. And tell them to email
islandtidesnewspaper@islandtides.com for me or Natalie to put
them on our list to get our reminder message each time a new
edition goes online. (That message contains outlines of many
articles and is itself a good, quick news read).
Dive in and help us build our online readership. —CG-W

Wildwood Preservation: Open Letter
to the TLC Board

anchored in the harbour. Thankfully, she was spotted in the
water and we plucked her out into the dinghy. We are so
thankful! Callie seems to be in great condition. She has been
very tired, but is eating well and acting like nothing ever
happened. We would like to thank everyone who helped to look
for Callie, especially Jamey Harbottle, Julian Wolstenholme,
and Jill Oakley from FLED. We are so grateful to all of you.
Jennifer, Dave, Megan, and Emily Lewis, Saanichton

PS: If this edition doesn’t swell your heart with joy and bring
tears to your eyes, I’ll be amazed.

PPS: I have a new blog post about spiders. It’s at:
islandtideschrista.wordpress.com. Have a read.

Readers’ Letters

Dear Board Members:
For the past 20 years, I have travelled to Merv Wilkinson’s
Wildwood for inspiration and to learn about ecoforestry. An
uncompromising character and icon, Merv provided both and
in the process changed our thinking about mainstream forestry.
In 2001, Merv and his former wife Grace passed the
‘Wildwood legacy’ to two organizations they trusted in keeping
with their wishes to protect Wildwood, in perpetuity, as a public
resource: TLC to wrap it in a veil of protection through its
inalienability clause; and the Ecoforestry Institute Society (EIS)
to carry the management, harvesting and education programs.
EIS took on the responsibility by organizing dozens of
volunteers to deliver programs to thousands of people ranging
from elementary school children to forest professionals from
around the world.
TLC was a willing and supportive partner for EIS. On July
23, 2016, this changed. TLC, currently in creditor protection,
had to choose between two radically different proposals for the
future of Wildwood. A proposal from EIS would have
transferred Wildwood to a charitable organization to be placed
in a non-beneficial trust called the ‘Wildwood Trust’ and
protected by a state of the art ecoforestry covenant and
management plan. This would ensure its protection, in
perpetuity, and its ongoing access by the public. The second
proposal was a sale to a private individual with no guarantees
of succession, public access, and with a ‘for profit’ motive which
would see all revenues from Wildwood go to that individual.
Essentially, it is a privatization of Wildwood. The difference in
price between the proposals was $25,000. TLC chose this
privatization of Wildwood over its transfer to a fellow
environmental organization for a gain of $25,000.
It is my belief that this decision is a betrayal of trust to Merv
and Grace, to the good people who paid off the mortgage on
Wildwood and to the Land Trust movement in general who
now have to deal with their own donors questioning whether
or not properties will actually remain protected. I believe it’s
also a betrayal of TLC supporters and its membership by placing
financial gain above its stated value of ‘protecting ecologically
significant properties, forever, for the benefit of the public.’ It’s
sad to see an environmental organization in financial trouble.
It’s even sadder to see it compromise its principles and values,
and put properties at risk to bail out its past bad decisions. If
this is an indication of the ‘new’ TLC that will launch when it
emerges from creditor protection, I believe the public will have
a difficult time supporting it.
In closing, I would ask both the public and TLC members to
challenge the board on this decision. I believe the survival of this
once proud organization will be at risk if this is allowed to stand.
Barry Gates, Vice Chair, Ecoforestry Institute Society

Good News! Lost Dog Found

Dear Editor:
Here is a follow-up story to the one that you kindly published
recently (Around the Islands, August 25 ‘Lost Dog on South
Pender’).
Callie has been found! After five days of wandering the
bushes and trails in Beaumont Park, Callie suddenly came out
of the woods and decided to swim out to our boat which was
www.islandtides.com

Tribute to Margaret Griffiths

The following tribute was read at the memorial for Margaret
Griffiths on Galiano Island on Thursday, August 25.

I have been asked by the Pender Islands Trust Protection
Society to write a tribute honouring Margaret Griffiths. Those
of you here today know what Margaret contributed to Galiano
Island. My goal in this tribute is to let you know how the ripples
caused by the pebbles that Margaret and her colleagues
dropped into the Salish Sea made their way to other islands and
helped them preserve their special places.
The Gulf Islands were communities deeply in transition in
the 1990s. Islanders were scrambling to bring their Official
Community Plans up to date in order to be able to preserve and
protect their islands. North Pender Island was no exception. We
kept a close watch on the going-ons of other islands in the
Islands Trust and we all benefitted from the positive activities
of other island communities. On North Pender, as we fought to
preserve some of our most treasured environmental places, in
particular Medicine Beach and Brooks Point, we were inspired
by the newly formed Galiano Conservancy Association, one of
British Columbia's first community-based land trusts. With
inspiration and help from Ken Millard and other Galiano
visionaries, we formed our Pender Islands Conservancy and were
able to save Medicine Beach and Brooks Point.
In the early nineties, on North Pender Island, Trustees Bob
Allison and Phil Clark began a long-overdue Official
Community Plan update. Many arms were twisted and
committees met to agonize over their subject areas. Many of
them turned to other islands’ OCPs for ideas. Again, Galiano
was there to help. That North Pender OCP Bylaw was passed
in 2002. Despite our best efforts to put together a document
that would protect our natural areas, development challenges
continued. George Ravenscroft, who was North Pender’s
Trustee from 1996-99, said that Margaret Griffiths was a great
mentor to him, advising him on the inner workings of the Trust.
George says the best word to describe Margaret is ‘stalwart’.
We fought many battles to slow down development and had
some dark moments. Two clear beacons of hope for all of us in
those years shone from Galiano Island where many visionary
and courageous individuals fought to uphold the Islands Trust’s
preserve and protect mandate. It must have taken a great deal
of courage in 1995 for the Galiano Conservancy Association and
the Galiano Local Trust Committee to launch court challenges
against MacMillan Bloedel. Margaret Griffiths was a
remarkable player in the latter, having been personally sued
with the other LTC members for $15 million. The LTC refused
to be cowed by MacBlo, drawing a line in the sand. As Margaret
mentioned in her book, when she asked her husband, ‘Suppose
we lose everything?’ he replied ‘Then you will be a bag-lady and
I will be a bag-gentleman, and you will have stood your ground
LETTERS, please turn to next page
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BC Ferries CEO resigns
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Natalie Dunsmuir

A tree frog naps on a dusty miller leaf. Perhaps lessons in camouflage are in order!
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Dark earth agriculture
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- David Suzuki

eeding more than seven billion people with minimal organic wastes in a low-oxygen environment. According to
environmental and climate impacts is no small feat. That Scheub, ‘If you pyrolyze organic wastes, up to 50% of the
parts of the world are plagued by obesity while starvation carbon, which plants have extracted from the atmosphere in
is rampant elsewhere shows part of the problem revolves the form of carbon dioxide, is converted into highly stable
around distribution and social equity. But agricultural methods carbon, which can persist in soils for thousands of years.’
pose some of the biggest challenges.
As well as carbon, biochar retains nutrients like nitrogen and
Over the past half century, the world has moved increasingly phosphorous, and because it’s porous, adding it to soils and
to industrial agriculture—attempting to maximize efficiency compost helps them store nutrients and water.
through massive, often inhumane livestock operations; turning
Western scientists first studied terra preta in 1874 when
huge swaths of land over to monocrops requiring liberal use
Canadian-born Cornell University professor Charles Hartt
of fertilizers, pesticides and genetic modification; and
and his team found patches of dark, fertile soils,
reliance on fossil fuel-consuming machinery and
several metres deep, along parts of South
‘Ute Scheub and
underpaid migrant workers. This has
America’s Amazon River where earth is
co-authors claim that
contributed to increased greenhouse gas
normally low in nutrients and organic
increasing the humus content
emissions; loss of forests and wetlands that
matter. Later, archeological research
of soils worldwide by 10% within
prevent climate change by storing carbon;
determined the soils were created by
pollution from run-off and pesticides;
human communities up to 5,000 years ago.
the next 50 years could reduce
antibiotic and pesticide resistance; reduced
Scientists have since shed more light on
atmospheric CO2
biodiversity; and soil degradation, erosion
the
technique.
Because the ancient practice
concentrations to preand loss.
is still employed in Liberia and Ghana, Africa,
industrial levels.’
The ‘solution’ offered by many experts is to
scientists from Sussex, Cornell and other
double down on industrial agriculture and genetic
universities were recently able to compare dark
modification. But doing so ignores how natural systems
earth to soils nearby where the technique isn’t used. They
function and interact, and assumes we can do better. History found dark earth contained 200% to 300% more organic
shows such hubris often leads to unexpected negative results. carbon and can support ‘far more intensive farming’.
Others are attempting to understand how to work within
Cornell University lead author Dawit Solomon was surprised
nature’s systems, using agroecological methods.
that ‘isolated indigenous communities living far apart in
One promising development is the renewed interest in a soil- distance and time’ achieved similar results unknown to modern
building method from the distant past called ‘dark earth’ or ‘terra agriculturalists. ‘This valuable strategy to improve soil fertility
preta’, which involves mixing biochar with organic materials to while also contributing to climate change mitigation and
create humus-rich soil that stores large amounts of carbon. In the adaptation in Africa could become an important component of
book Terra Preta: How the World’s Most Fertile Soil Can Help the global climate-smart agricultural management strategy to
Reverse Climate Change and Reduce World Hunger, Ute achieve food security,’ he said.
Scheub and co-authors claim increasing the humus content of
Scheub and her co-authors say the technique can be used on
soils worldwide by 10% within the next 50 years could reduce any scale, from home and community gardens to large farms.
atmospheric CO2 concentrations to pre-industrial levels.
Terra Preta includes instructions for creating biochar and
Dark earth’s benefit to climate is just one of its many exciting enhanced soils, but cautions that organic wastes should be used
possibilities. It also enhances soils so they produce higher yields, rather than valuable forest products.
helps retain water, and prevents erosion. It’s more alive with
Dark earth won’t solve all our climate problems, but
biodiverse micro-organisms, making it easier for crops to adapt combined with reducing fossil fuel use, it could make a huge
to changing conditions. And it’s a good way to recycle nutrient- difference while addressing many agriculture, food security and
rich food scraps, plant wastes and even human and animal hunger issues. 0
urine and feces, rather than allowing them to pollute soil, water David Suzuki is a scientist, broadcaster, author and co-founder
and air through burning and run-off.
of the David Suzuki Foundation. Written with contributions
Biochar is a form of charcoal made via pyrolysis—heating from David Suzuki Foundation Senior Editor Ian Hanington.
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for your community.’
I remember Bob Allison describing how Margaret at the pretrial examination for discovery was grilled on the witness stand
for nine days, calmly answering everything that was thrown at
her by the best lawyers that MacMillan Bloedel could buy. She
would have been 75-years-old. Then later at the trial, Margaret
was called again, this time as an adversary’s witness and wasn’t
allowed to communicate with her counsel.
Her husband, who was dying of cancer, sat in court the
whole time Margaret was on the stand. Bob was amazed by
Margaret’s quiet strength under such tremendous pressure.
Having served in the British Women’s Auxiliary Air Force in the
Second World War, she understood that sometimes one must
stand up to bullies. She never wavered, and Madame Justice
Southin ruled in favour of the Galiano LTC. Thanks in large part
to Margaret Griffiths, that case set a precedent which
underscores the right of local governments to make land use

decisions that affect the environmental integrity of their
communities. It must have been an incredible moment to have
been in that courtroom and to hear Madam Justice Southin
begin her ruling with a reading of Matthew Arnold’s Dover
Beach, a poem about love and trying not to lose faith in the
goodness of the world.
Margaret’s support for her community didn’t end with the
Appeal Court decision. Her contribution was remarkable and
those of us who were following the Trust’s battles on Galiano
Island in the 1990s will never forget the personal sacrifices she
made. George Ravenscroft says that we often talk about how
one person can make a difference; Margaret Griffiths is a
shining example of that. To honour Margaret for all she did to
preserve this special place in the Salish Sea, the Pender Islands
Trust Protection Society has made a donation to the Trust Fund
Board.
Margaret, thank you, and may you rest in peace.
Doreen Ball, Pender Island 0
www.islandtides.com

y spring of next year, BC Ferries will need to find a
replacement for its CEO.
Mike Corrigan, who has been President and CEO of the
corporation since 2012, has handed in his resignation. He’ll step
down on March 31, 2017, the day his contract runs out. BC
Ferries says it has already begun the search for his successor,
both within and outside of the company.
Corrigan’s decision to leave BC Ferries comes at a time when
the corporation is doing better—revenues are up over last year
and three new intermediate ferries are currently being built in
Poland to replace the venerable Queen of Nanaimo and Queen
of Burnaby. Traffic is recovering this summer (see detailed
article, Island Tides, August 25).
Corrigan has been working within BC Ferries for 13 years,
since he joined the company in 2003. He was made chief
operating officer in 2006 and held that post until he was made
CEO in 2012.
Since 2013, the company has come under intense criticism:
cumulative hefty fare increases, a number of service cuts on
smaller routes, and the installation of a cable ferry across
Baynes Sound have angered residents and visitors alike.
Proposed massive restructuring of Southern Gulf interlinking
routes, destroying islands’ economics and culture, led to heated
public consultation in the summer of 2015 and a withdrawal of
the proposal.
However, Brian Hollingshead, Chair of the Ferry Advisory
Committees, said Corrigan took community concerns seriously.
According to Hollingshead, his ‘time on the operations side of
the company before becoming CEO gave him an appreciation
of the complexities of the system.’
Corrigan has said that his decision to step down was a hard
one, and it is not yet clear what he will be do once he leaves BC
Ferries. ‘It is never easy to step down and let someone else take
the helm,’ he said. ‘So I’m stepping down with mixed emotions,
because my time at BC Ferries has been tremendously
rewarding and satisfying, and I’ve had the opportunity to work
with an outstanding group of people—and a very supportive
board. But I am at a stage in my career that I feel it is time to
pursue new opportunities.’
BC Ferries is hoping to find Corrigan’s replacement quickly
so that the transition to a new CEO will be as smooth as
possible. 0
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Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides
pay for publishing it! Mail or phone in your $30
annual subscription today: 250-216-2267. Don’t
delay—be part of the Island Tides team. Thank You!
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“Quality Workmanship
)
Reliable Service”
Residential & Commercial
Vince Smythe
250-213-6316
info@smytheroofing.com
free estimates

Done $ Right - Safely
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• Foreshore Applications
• Docks • Moorings
) •) Durable)dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker & Corey Johnson

250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

• WATER WELLS
• DRILLING FOR GEOSOURCE,
GEOTECH & ENVIRONMENTAL
• HYDROFRACTURING
TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

1-800-746-7444
250-537-8456
www.drillwell.com
drill@drillwell.com

An Island Family Business
For 50 Years!

Hy-Geo
Consulting

Technical services for

Water Wells
Aquifers
Groundwater

(250) 658-1701

information@hy-geo.com
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MEETING

School District #64 (Gulf
Islands). Regular meetings of the
Board of School Trustees will be
held on Wednesday, Sept 14,
2016 at the School Board Office.
Meeting commencing at 1pm.
Public Welcome! Agenda:
http://sd64.bc.ca/district/schoolboard-meetings/.
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Visitors from as far away as Whitehorse and Montreal take part in Hornby Recreation’s Sand Castle
Competition, this year held on Big Tribune beach on Sunday, August 21. The contest has only two rules: ‘No
Power Tools’ and ‘Have Fun’. Left and above: Loa and Lucy add fins to the sculpture ‘Fish Eating A Fish’.
School District No. 64
(Gulf Islands)

Applications are invited for
the temporary contract
position of Early Childhood
Educator (ECE) for the
Pender Islands Strong Start
BC Centre (Outreach Pilot
Project). Please refer to
School District No. 64
website at
http://sd64.bc.ca/jobinformation/ for further
information.

Roasting Fancy Coffee

for mail orders since 1982

AROUND THE ISLANDS

Pender Islands’ New Bus

The Moving Around Pender (MAP) society’s new
community bus took its first passengers around the
island on August 26-28, the weekend of the Fall Fair.
The bus was purchased by a combination of
fundraising, donations and grant money and is now
being driven at designated times by volunteer
drivers. It carries passengers from Magic Lake
Estates to the Otter Bay ferry terminal and back
again, with many stops in between, such as at
Medicine Beach, the Health Care Centre, the
Driftwood, the Community Hall, the Nu-Tu-Yu,
Home Hardware and the Golf Course.
For more info on the bus and its schedules, go to
www.movingaroundpender.ca.

Opening Monty’s Trail – Lisa Baile

from Thetis Island to you
www.potofgoldcoffee.com

TOURS • RENTALS •
LESSONS • E-BIKE • SUP
YOGA RETREATS

TOLL FREE: 1 (855) 629-6939
www.kayakpenderisland.com

The grand opening of Monty’s Trail took place at the
Pender Fall Fair on August 27. Karl and Hedi
Hamson in their always generous way have allowed
the Moving Around Pender society to construct a
modest trail across their property. In fact, Karl did a
huge amount of the work on this trail himself,
including building the very first stile on Pender. The
stile allows walkers to get over the fence while
keeping Karl’s sheep within the field. There’s even a
‘dog door’ to accommodate small dogs. The trail is
named after Hedi and Karl’s large, enthusiastic
Labrador, Monty, known to many of you for his
wandering ways. Monty’s trail [dogs on leash
please—except for Monty!] starts at the back of the
Community Hall, winds through the woods and
exits just across the road from the Auchterlonie
Centre, and is a delightful and safe alternative to
using the road.
This is MAP’s first trail and it is especially special
because it is on private land.
MAP has a long term vision of creating
interconnected walking and biking trails on Pender
to allow us to leave our cars at home, and enjoy nature
while keeping ourselves and the environment in good
shape. One way to help achieve this is to have some
trails on the private property of community-minded
land owners. This is now realistic because MAP has
collaborated with trail societies on the other Southern
Gulf Islands to purchase liability insurance for
landowners who agree to allow trails on their land.
Watch for the extension of MAP’s trail system
which, thanks to careful work by Ron Henshaw, will
connect the Community Hall to the Farm Stand, via
Valley Home Farm on Linda and Don Wein’s
property. Way to go Don and Linda! Thanks to their
generosity you will soon be able to avoid walking on
that traffic-laden stretch of road. Both Monty’s Trail
and the Valley Home Farm trail are on agricultural
land and the owners obtained permission from the
ALC to construct these trails.

one, both through the Vanilla Leaf Land Reserve.
Classically trained musicians were stationed
throughout the forest to serenade hikers with music
from harp, violin, cello and harmonica. Afterwards, a
feast was held by Galiano-based chef Martine Paulin,
complete with cake and homemade ice cream handchurned by Loren and Mary Ruth Wilkinson.
The funds raised by the walk will go towards
nature education for city kids. Since 2000, the
Galiano Conservancy Association has offered this
outdoor education to more than 30,000 participants.
‘We provide hands-on direct experience in
nature, giving kids access to wild places, big
shorelines and old growth forests,’ said Galiano
Conservancy program coordinator Reed Osler. ‘Kids
can explore the intertidal zones and learn to identify
seastars, sea cucumbers, barnacles, chitons, sea
urchins, sculpins, crabs, nudibranchs and limpets.
They might even help pull down a tree or help plant
in the restoration forest.’
‘The Walkalong is not only a great community
event, it is our sole source of funding for bursaries
for children who otherwise would not be able to
experience nature education,’ says Osler.

Galiano Learning Centre Renamed

A naming ceremony for the Galiano Conservancy
Association’s (GCA) Learning Centre is taking place
on September 24 of this year. The centre is being
renamed in honour of Ken and Linda Millard, to
commemorate their contributions to the
conservancy.
The Millard family gave nearly 30 years of
volunteer service on the part of Linda and Ken, along
with significant financial donations. Linda created
and managed the GCA’s community library for
many years, with Ken acting as the organization’s
full-time coordinator until he passed away in
September of 2015.
The Millard family’s donations helped to
purchase and protect land on Galiano Island,
including the 188 acre waterfront property that is
home to the Learning Centre. On this site, the
Galiano Conservancy offers hands-on programs
where students of all ages develop skills and creative
solutions to help restore the planet. While Ken and
Linda’s time was given freely and happily, it would
not have been possible without their family’s deep
understanding of the importance of this mission and
their generosity in giving up time together. To
honour this family’s contributions, a new name and
entrance sign for the Galiano Learning Centre will
be publicly unveiled at this special event.

Sustainable Affordable Housing

A Capital Region Housing Corporation affordable
housing complex in Saanich, the Vergo townhouses,
has achieved Platinum Level LEED (Leadership in
Energy & Environmental Design) certification.
Galiano’s Musical Walkalong
Vergo is an 18-unit complex with one-, two- and
The Galiano Island Walkalong for Learning took place
three-bedroom rental townhouses for families with
on August 27 this year. The annual fundraiser
moderate income. The buildings were designed with
included a shorter, 4.7km hike and a longer 8.3km
upgraded insulation and windows, natural lighting,
www.islandtides.com

energy efficient appliances and light fixtures, low
volatile organic compound paint and floor coverings,
and natural landscaping.
LEED is an international rating system for
sustainability which is used in 150 countries
worldwide. The certificate is based on sustainable site
development, water savings, energy efficiency,
materials selection and indoor environmental quality.

Victoria Foundation Turns 80

With the Victoria Foundation’s 80th anniversary
coming up in September, local attractions are
opening their doors to the public free of charge on
September 17. Places as diverse as the Robert
Bateman Centre, Boulders Climbing Gym, the
Maritime Museum of BC, and the Abkhazi Garden
will be open for free in honour of the Victoria
Foundation, which is the second oldest and sixth
largest community foundation in Canada.
‘Commitment to community is a cornerstone of
the Victoria Foundation,’ CEO Sandra Richardson
said. ‘So we wanted to mark this important
milestone with an inclusive, cooperative event,
highlighting the importance of partnership and
celebrating all this region has to offer. It’s our
birthday gift to the community.’
The foundation began in 1936 when Burges
Gadsden, a volunteer at a local soup kitchen,
founded it. Since then it has invested more than
$158 million in the community.

Gabriola Air Quality Monitoring

The Gabriola Island Clean Air Society is creating an
air quality monitoring system across their island.
They have deployed four air monitors on Gabriola
and another in nearby Parksville and hope to have
more monitors in operation soon.
Gabriola’s clean air society is hoping these
monitors will help give early alert of fires to fire crews
and will pinpoint on-island areas of high pollution
caused by residential activities such as illegal
burning and garbage incineration. The sensors will
also allow islanders to monitor the effects of offisland air pollution on Gabriola. Data will show just
what effects a nearby Nanaimo pulp mill paper
operation has on the air quality of the island.
And lastly, the clean air society is hoping their
monitors will be able to provide baseline data that will
help record the effects of five large ship anchorages
that are currently proposed just off-shore of Gabriola.
The air monitoring technology, from the
company PurpleAir, connects to wireless internet
and broadcasts 24-hour air quality data onto an
online map, which can be found at
map.purpleair.org.
This map shows the entire world, with data for all
PurpleAir systems currently in operation. For
instance, upon writing this, the air quality is great in
Moscow, but marked as ‘unhealthy for sensitive
groups’ in the city of Chubbuck, Idaho. Air quality on
Gabriola is shown as healthy on the map, with the Air
Quality Index number typically hovering between 15
and 30 (as opposed to Chubbuck’s 128). 0
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A Solution

There’re lots of changes we must make, including that of voting;
It has been said our system’s bad (I hope I’m not misquoting).
But let’s be clear about one thing—we vote a candidate;
We don’t have Trump, or Hillary, or things like Watergate.
Our system isn’t cluttered up; We’ve got ‘first past the post’;
Each riding gets the member who is voted on the most;

So if the population as a whole did all proceed to vote—
The system could be fair enough (except for ‘all’, please note!).
But where forty of one hundred voter’s votes are simply lacking,
The candidates elected do not have a proper backing;
Representation, then, in other words, has really got left out—
That’s what detractors of our system always grouse about.
Some other countries have a system that’s proportional;
Each voter gets a second choice, and maybe third as well;
A tally that’s a fairer count than just one vote per person,
Yet if those voters stay away, that system too will worsen.
The end result will not reflect the population’s choice;
And that’s what Justin’s panel’s for—to find the country’s voice.

GALIANO GREEN from page 1

and a selection committee is appointed. Whether built by the
home-owners themselves or by local contractors, all the
houses will conform to provincial building code and fire safety
regulations, including the latest earthquake regulations.
The Galiano Island Local Trust Committee is hosting a
special meeting and a Public Hearing starting at 12:30pm,
Monday, September 19, at Galiano’s Lions Hall. From now up
until the beginning of this meeting the public can send letters
of support to the Local Trust Committee, email addresses
below.
This meeting will be the final step in the public process

E

Now my solution is quite plain—for someone has to pay
To pussyfoot around like this when it’s election day.
So why not make non-voters pay—to have democracy
(I do not charge for this advice—I offer it for free!)
—H Barry Cotton
leading to the approval of this affordable housing initiative,
and the last chance for the public to comment on the proposal.
As this is a potential model for any island or small
community, I would encourage people from all islands who
are interested in affordable housing to write letters of support
for this rezoning application to Galiano Local Trustees. 0
Trustee addresses are:
spottle@islandstrust.bc.ca,
gharris@islandstrust.bc.ca,
lbusheikin@islandstrust.bc.ca.

What’s On?

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
Now to September 18

ArtCraft—Fine arts and crafts at BC's longest running show:
ceramics, fibre arts, basketry, painting, jewelry, wood
accessories, decorative and functional; The Best of
the Gulf Islands in downtown Ganges • Mahon Hall,
114 Rainbow Road • Open 7 days a week, 10am5pm • Info: 250.537.0899, www.ssartscouncil.com •
SALT SPRING

Saturday, Sept 10

Reef bleaching, iceshelf melt, superstorms and BC’s LNG - Loys Maingon

arly this summer, possibly the most significant science
Hansen et al propose that the models have not taken into
news was the renewed and more extensive coral account the impact of melting fresh water feedbacks at the poles
bleaching of Australia’s Great Barrier Reef, which is and the ocean-warming mechanisms they drive. They argue
increasingly devastating about two-thirds of this unique and that climate models do not factor in ice-sheet melting and its
complex ecosystem. Couple this with the March 2016 release of feedbacks. The rate of outflow at both Antarctica and Greenland
an unusual 52-page paper in Atmospheric Chemistry and create cold water lenses which increase and trap upwelling
Physics, entitled ‘Ice melt, sea level rise and superstorms: warm water. This in turn increases polar-ice melting rates. Iceevidence from paleoclimate data, climate modeling and modern melt impacts are therefore exponential—they are not gradual—
observations that 2ºC global warming could be dangerous.’ and therefore represent a major source of accelerated global
These two, together with recent unprecedented storms in disturbances. Paleo-climate data shows that icesheet melting
Australia, and the extent and rate of their impacts on the has always been extremely rapid and resulted in sudden
shoreline, should give us all cause to pause and
gradient shifts and altered ecological states. In the real world,
reflect about where we will be headed by 2050.
gradual transitions, that politicians seem to expect to be
Events in eastern Australia and at the
driven by economic policy, are a rare luxury.
‘… preserving
poles may seem far removed from us, but
‘The real world’—the world of ecosystem services that
more than 10% of
ultimately they are part of a global reality
has given us our current population carrying capacity
coral reefs worldwide and relative prosperity—is therefore far more sensitive
that shapes our economies and our
cultures. The coral bleaching reported at would require limiting to ice-melt than our climate models suggest. It doesn’t
warming to below
matter where you live, if Greenland and Antarctic ice
the Great Barrier Reef, a UNESCO-protected
1.5 °C ’
melts more quickly than expected, we should expect a
World Heritage Site, is a global phenomenon
much higher rate of ocean level increase this century than the
which is affecting 93% of coral reefs whose total
models have predicted. Hansen et al argue that ice-melt is
productivity supports half-a-billion people on this
planet. So in many ways, the world’s coral reefs are our canaries probably already beginning to affect the ocean circulating
in the coal mine—they are our touchstone to the one reality that system. The key point is that current models suggest a rise of 1
metre by 2100. If Hansen’s hypothesis is correct, multi-metre
we all have in common: the state of the planet.
The current collapse of the Great Barrier Reef is simply in rise in ocean levels and increase in ‘superstorms’ should be
keeping with modeling work published two years ago in Nature. expected in a matter of decades: ‘Doubling times of 10, 20 or
As the authors of that article already pointed out in 2013: ‘Mass 40-years yield multi-metre sea level rise in about 50, 100 or 200
coral bleaching events have become a widespread phenomenon years.’ While we are not yet at a point of no return, we have
causing serious concerns with regard to the survival of corals. substantial reasons to accelerate the move away from a fossil
Triggered by high ocean temperatures, bleaching events are fuel economy, if we want to reach sustainable targets.
‘If the ocean continues to accumulate heat and increase
projected to increase in frequency and intensity. Here, we
provide a comprehensive global study of coral bleaching in melting of the marine-terminating iceshelves of Antarctica and
terms of global mean temperature change, based on an Greenland, a point will be reached at which it is impossible to
extended set of emissions scenarios and models. We show that avoid large-scale icesheet disintegration with sea level rise of at
preserving more than 10% of coral reefs worldwide would least several meters,’ the paper states. ‘The economic and social
require limiting warming to below 1.5 °C (atmosphere–ocean cost of losing functionality of all coastal cities is practically
general circulation models (AOGCMs) range: 1.3–1.8 °C) relative incalculable.’
to pre-industrial levels.’
Scientist Must Speak Out
The conclusions of that research should be a reminder that, And that leads Hansen to conclude the obvious and lay out
whatever the limitations of mathematical models, the scenarios exactly what the ethical obligations of scientists are.
they have modelled have so far confirmed a fairly accurate
‘If scientists don’t say it then politicians will tell you what’s
approximation of our currently developing climate change reality. needed and that will be based upon politics rather than science.
Superstorms & Ice-Melt
I don’t see any reason to not make the whole story clear, or to
The implications of the two basic points concerning the limits draw a line and say, ‘I’m not going to step beyond this.’’
However, BC—perhaps more than most of Canada—
of modeling and the impact of climate change on oceans made
in the 2013 study are also reiterated and reinforced by the continues to live in a bizarre form of alternate reality in which
March 2016 article, ‘Ice melt, sea level rise and superstorms…’. climate change considerations are made solely to reassure the
In the peer-reviewed article, climate scientist James Hansen’s public, who now inevitably witness climate change impacts
team make the point that, as it is observed with increasing almost monthly. No actual action is taken to address a
frequency, the models are extremely conservative. These same developing problem that is deeply anchored in reality.
While Hansen and his colleagues distinguish between the
conservative estimates on which we based the urgency of the
Paris COP21 climate change agreement have so far greatly reality of the climate models and ‘the real world’, most of our
under-estimated the rate of increase in temperatures, ocean governments do not. The political ‘real world’ seems strictly
rises and storm intensity.
CLIMATE CHANGE, please turn to page 7
www.islandtides.com

Mayne Island Music Society presents West My Friend—Pure
elastic vocals with catchy arrangements of bass, guitar, mandolin,
and accordion that draw from jazz, classical, folk, and pop
influences • Agricultural Hall • Tickets: $20, children under 12 free;
available at Happy Tides, Farm Gate Store & Home Hardware •
Doors open at 7pm, show at 7:30pm • MAYNE

Fri Sept 9 to Sat, Sept 17

Elizabeth May Town Halls—Join Elizabeth; offer your feedback
on any priorities you have for the next parliamentary session • FRI,
SEPT 9: Galiano Community Hall, 7pm • MoN, SEPT 12: Mayne
Community Centre, 6:30pm • TuES, SEPT 13: Pender Community
Hall, 6pm • WEd, SEPT 14: Saanich, Bob Wright Centre, Room 150,
UVic, 7pm, Climate Change • THuRS, SEPT 15: Campbell River
Museum, 6:30pm, Electoral Reform • FRI, SEPT 16: Salt Spring,
GISS, 6pm, Climate Change, Democratic Reform and the TPP •
SAT, SEPT 17: Ladysmith, Aggie Hall, 6:30pm, Climate Change •
Info: elizabethmaymp.ca • GALIANo, MAYNE, PENdER,
SAANICH, CAMPBELL RIVER, SALT SPRING, LAdYSMITH

Sunday, September 18

Terry Fox Run—Run, walk, wheel, ride for cancer
research (going strong for 36 years!); Terry on what
really matters in life: ‘The answer is to try to help
others.’ • Miners’ Bay Park • Registration 10:30am,
Run / Walk / Ride at noon • MAYNE

Saturday, September 24

Rick Scott Concert—Award winning musician; combining music
and laughter in lively, participatory concerts; two
fundraising concerts for Dragonfly Child Care and
Family Resource Centre • Family show, Community
Hall, 2pm, $5 child, $15 adult, $25 family of 4 • Big
Folks Concert, Studio at Hope Bay, 7pm, $15 per person •
Advance tickets at Talismam Books, Southridge Store and
Dragonfly Family and Resource Centre; or, tickets at the door •
Info: www.rickscott.ca • PENdER

Sunday, September 25

Musical Book Signing—"Snapshot of a Soul Place: In the Land of
Special Needs", based on the life of Rick Scott’s and Valley
Hennell’s 25-year-old granddaughter with Down Syndrome; Free
musical reading with Rick Scott • Talisman Books and Galleries •
1pm • PENdER

Monday to Thursday, Sept 26 to 29

The Tannahill Weavers—Scotland’s finest traditional band is
touring the Southern Gulf Islands in September •
MoN, SEPT 26: Pender, Community Hall, tickets at
Talisman Books • TuES, SEPT 27: Salt Spring,
Fulford Hall, tickets at Saltspring Sound • WEd,
SEPT 28: Mayne, Community Hall, tickets at
Home Hardware • THuRS, SEPT 29: Galiano, South End Community
Hall, tickets at Galiano Books • 7:30pm • Tickets: $22 advance,
$25 at the door• Info: Kathy, 250.629.6816 • PENdER, SALT
SPRING, MAYNE, GALIANo
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A working barge carrying heavy equipment is seen from the spit on Sidney Island.

News Digest
Online Only

Canada’s national newspaper, the Globe & Mail, has announced
that it will not publish a print edition on Labour Day this year.
Instead, it refers readers to its online editions. The Globe & Mail
is currently heavily promoting two different online editions:
Globe2Go, which is a new digital reproduction of the complete
print edition. It can be displayed and read on desktop and laptop
computers, tablets or smartphones in that format. Formerly,
Globe Unlimited, which is a digital headline edition providing
access to all stories, suitable for all devices was launched.

US Navy Violated Whale Protection Laws

A US appeals court has ruled that low-frequency active sonar
used by the US Navy to detect enemy submarines breaks
marine laws for the protection of whales, dolphins and walruses.
These animals rely on underwater sound to navigate,
communicate and catch prey—but their underwater world is
becoming very noisy.
The sonar was approved for use in 2012, with the condition
that the Navy shut down operation when a marine mammal
was detected near its ships. Environmental groups, led by the
Natural Resources Defense Council, filed a lawsuit soon after,
claiming that the underwater noise is in violation to the Marine
Mammal Protection Act.
The San Francisco federal appeals court has now ruled that

ISLANDS HOUSING, from page 1

control, but others are not,’ he says.
The Islands Trust is taking strong measures to try to make
the islands more attractive to young singles and families, and
to allow housing stock for those of low income. At its meeting
on July 21, the Salt Spring Local Trust Committee moved to
make affordable housing a top priority. This means the Salt
Spring Trust staff must now produce a plan of action that
trustees can use as a guide to the future, with particular focus
on secondary suites and seasonal cottages.

Salt Spring Housing Report

A recent housing needs assessment for Salt Spring states ‘There
is an ongoing critical need for almost all types of affordable
housing for low to moderate income households. Entry level
home ownership remains difficult for even median income
households. Salt Spring’s low-income tenant households have
the fewest choices and struggle with both affordability and
condition. Indications are that homelessness is increasing.
While absolute numbers may be relatively low, the need for
supported housing for more vulnerable populations that require
supports should be considered an urgent priority. Salt Spring’s
high and rapidly growing number of seniors indicates an
increasing urgency for more affordable and supported options.’
The report indicates the median age of Salt Spring residents
is 53.2 years, far greater than the provincial average of just 41.9
years. It also notes that Salt Spring’s proportion of families with
children is 18.3 %, much lower than the 27.3% for BC as a whole.
Another interesting point made by the report is that 84% of
dwelling units on Salt Spring are single-detached houses, almost
double the provincial rate. This reflects the rural nature of the
island, and goes a long way to explain why housing options are
so limited.
Following are a few of many comments made in response to
a housing survey by people who work on Salt Spring:

the approval of sonar fails to meet the protection act
requirement of having ‘the least practicable adverse impact on
marine mammals’. The case will now be sent back to a lower
court for further consideration.

Roberts Bank Environmental Assessment

Members of the public are being asked to attend the second
orientation session for the Robert Banks Terminal 2 project.
The project would see the construction of a new three-berth
marine container terminal located at Roberts Bank in Delta. It
is currently undergoing an environmental assessment process
that will take into account the project itself and any associated
marine shipping.
The information session will be attended and run by the
Tsawwassen First Nation and local municipalities, and a
presentation on marine safety systems will also be made by
Transport Canada, the Canadian Coast Guard and the Pacific
Pilotage Authority. The project proponent, the Vancouver
Fraser Port Authority, will also make a presentation.
There will be no time for questions during the session, but
the Review Panel is encouraging participants to send in followup questions after the orientation. The meeting, in Vancouver,
takes place on September 16 in the Simon Fraser University
Segal Building between 9am and 5pm.

Global Fund Conference

This year, Canada is hosting the Fifth Replenishment
Conference of the Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and
‘It’s great that there is some subsidized housing on this
island. Land value is so inflated, though, that it’s hard for regular
people to be able to get into the market as homeowners. Renters
should be able to have stable situations rather than feeling like
they have to move every year or so.’
‘Many landlords ask for high rent that is completely out of
touch for the state of the living conditions.’
‘Legalizing suites would give tenants more livable options.
That is, landlords would have to maintain appliances, lot, septic,
etc. Disallow ‘third world’ suites with no proper heat, stove,
sanitation, or indoor plumbing!’

One Rental Option - Suites & Cottages

Grams believes the easiest and quickest way to alleviate the
housing crisis is to maximize use of existing housing stock by
relaxing the rules governing suites and cottages.
‘This can be achieved without delay and without a lot of
additional environmental impact. It would not result in a great
deal of land clearing or new construction,’ he says. ‘It is the low
hanging fruit and an area that in my view merits local trust
committee consideration.’
At the present time, seasonal cottages are not allowed to be
used on Salt Spring for permanent housing, nor are secondary
suites permitted outside the ALR and a limited pilot area. The
LTC could choose to lift the restrictions in certain pockets or
across the entire island. ‘Much depends on what staff would
recommend,’ says Grams.
As to water supply issues on a rain-shadow island, Grams
points out that seasonal cottages are much more likely to be
occupied during the driest months of the year when people
vacation on the island and that allowing full-time occupancy
might therefore not have a critical impact on water availability.
‘Legalization of further suites or cottages would be dependent
on proof that an adequate sustainable supply of water can be
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Malaria. The conference will take place in Montreal on
September 16-17 and will be attended by leaders from around
the world. The Global Fund works to save lives by fighting the
world’s three deadliest diseases. Since its founding in 2002, it
has saved an estimated 20 million lives through health
investments.
The aim of the conference is to raise $13 billion USD. This
year, Canada has pledged $785 million for 2017 to 2019, an
increase of 20% over previous contributions. Canada is the
seventh largest donor in the world, and has committed a total
of $2.88 billion to the Global Fund since 2002.

Activist Maude Barlow Releases New Book

One of the world’s foremost activists for water, Maude Barlow
is releasing her new book Boiling Point this September. The
book focuses on Canada’s water and on the systems and policies
that regulate it. Barlow argues that water policies will become
one of the defining issues of the next decade.
According to Naomi Klein, author of This Changes
Everything, Barlow is ‘one of our planet’s greatest water
defenders’, and her book Boiling Point ‘has all the facts, forceful
analysis, and moral clarity that Canadians will need to wake up
and join this most urgent of struggles.’
Maude Barlow is currently the chair of the Council of
Canadians and the Washington-based Food and Water Watch.
She is also a councillor for the World Future Council and has
previously acted as senior advisor on water to the 63rd
President of the UN. 0

provided without detriment to neighbours or the environment.’
Nor does Grams believe lifting restrictions will necessarily
result in a construction boom. He points out that there have
been only a couple of building permit applications sought for
new suites within the pilot area since secondary suites were
legalized there in 2013.
Grams believes the informal housing market is ‘substantial’
but feels the ‘socially responsible way forward’ is for the LTC to
seek to expand housing options before considering more
vigorous enforcement on illegal dwellings.
‘Otherwise we will exacerbate homelessness,’ he says.
‘Clearly, that’s socially undesirable. Enforcement is important,
but workable only if there are options. When push comes to
shove, those in need of homes would likely prefer substandard
housing to living in a tent.’
A baseline report published by the Islands Trust in June
indicates each island has a different approach to land-use
planning for affordable housing, and that there will therefore
be no single solution for the entire region. Surprisingly, it also
shows that only three of thirteen islands in the Trust area have
an affordable housing strategy in place.
The report makes scores of recommendations, such as
allowing ‘increased density for affordable housing in
appropriate locations and circumstances’ and ‘identifying any
regulations that could be relaxed for affordable housing in some
circumstances and/or locations’. The Trust’s final report on
affordable housing is expected to be presented to Trust Council
this month.
Ed’s Note: On Galiano, a long-in-the planning, extraordinarily
innovative affordable housing option is coming to Public
Hearing on September 19. It could be one model solution for
other islands. (See story, page 1.) 0

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…

We’ll take anything with a
deposit for a full refund.

Open daily 9am to 6pm

250.539.2936

SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND
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Saturna Notes - Priscilla Ewbank

am writing this on the second to last day
of August, bright blue, dry with the
southeast wind alternating with the west
wind and blowing the laden apple boughs
about. Rain is in the forecast for the next three
days. This will make a change. Piles of bright
yellow-orange, very crisp, big leaf and vine
maple leaves are beginning to overflow the
verges going down Lyall Harbour Hill. They
are dropping from the dessicated trees—more
like October. The maples are yellow-orange
right to their tiptops.
Our two teachers, who don’t live on our
island fulltime, have been coming on the
weekends and getting Haggis Hollow, the
Saturna Ecological Education campus, and
Saturna Elementary School outfitted for the
new school year. Back to school time, for our
own small flock of school kids and Strong Start
attendees, is just days away.
Shockingly, the days are that much shorter!
I know the equinox is coming and all is as it has
been for eternity—but still I have internal clock
surprise! At least I’m not staying up waiting for
the last bunch of chickens to wander into the
coop before I can go to bed. I do love the long,
long days. Plenty of daylight time to get the
‘gotta do’ stuff done and a luxurious amount of
time to accommodate the unexpected and the
‘on a whim’ stuff.

East Point Evening Talk

Photo: Toby Snelgrove, SNELGROVEimages.com

Thistles and sky.
CLIMATE CHANGE, from page 5

based on expediency, short-term economic
returns, and dubious economic models. The
environment continues to be a concept to
which only lip service is paid and the
exploitation of resources continues to be the
economic priority.

BC Climate Strategy

Mary Polak, BC’s Minister of Environment,
recently demonstrated the degree of contempt
in which she holds the scientific community,
and shortly thereafter treated the international
stage to a demonstration of BC’s ‘world-class
climate leadership’.
Although a series of excellent reports have
pointed out that the continued accelerated
development of fossil fuels is inconsistent with
COP 21 targets, and will in fact cause us to
continue to exceed our targets, BC’s
government continues to claim that the
promotion of oil and gas infrastructure and the
development of LNG which has no known
market should be the centerpiece of climate
change strategy.
That BC’s LNG and continued oil and gas
development are contrary to BC’s
environmental and climate change interests
has been sufficiently clear to 90 leading climate
scientists who signed a letter to that effect
directed to Catherine McKenna, the federal

Minister of Environment and Climate Change,
stating clearly that the ‘project would add
between 18.5–22.5% to British Columbia’s
total GHG emissions. This would make it
virtually impossible for BC to meet its GHG
emission reduction targets, and would
undermine Canada’s international climate
change commitments.’
The reaction of BC’s Minister of the
Environment was to denigrate the concern of
these scientists by explaining to the public that
‘their assumption from the beginning doesn’t
meet with reality.’ Following what is now
common practice, the minister made futuristic
claims that LNG was the ‘transition’ fuel that
would replace coal around the world and new
technology would be developed to reduce
impacts. In hearing these assertions made by
the minister, the public assumes that BC’s
government has a consistent and progressive
climate change policy. Indeed, the province’s
often heard claims of being an international
‘climate leader’ were repeated a few days later
by the minister and the premier at the signing
of Pacific North America Climate Agreement
in San Francisco, on June 1.
The political reality is otherwise, as pointed
out by Andrew Weaver, who has correctly
pointed out that BC is a ‘climate laggard’.
In 2015, BC’s government appointed a
CLIMATE CHANGE, please turn to page 9
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Athena Cheslow in her national park
interpreter guise led our last 2016 East Point
Evening Talk. Salt Spring Island highschool
graduate and child of the far north, fiddler
Wesley Hardisty, played for us. He ended with
Ian Tysons’s song, Summer Wages. Richard
Blagborne, carrying the island-speaker part of
the program, spoke about the ongoing
renovations to the Saturna Community Hall.
I thought his talk was going to be about
boards, septic systems, flooring and excavating
basements but, with Saturna Community
Club’s original leather-bound minute-book in
hand and a marvelous selection of photos to
pass around, he spoke of the tremendous use
and value of all the community halls in the Gulf
Islands. Having lived for years on Salt Spring,
he knows intimately all the halls there and is
familiar with Galiano’s halls too. He passed
around a composite photo of all the old halls in
the Southern Gulf Islands.
He also showed pictures of the first
groundbreaking work done for our hall in 1932
and the completed hall. From the old book he
read minutes detailing the director’s decision
to actually build a new hall not repurpose an
old building and mentioned that the three
meetings that it took to set this course were all
made in different venues—one in the shed on
the government wharf—since there was really
no home large enough to accommodate
meetings. Richard talked about the service that
these halls perform in all of our communities
right up to the present. He talked about the
service each hall association or society and its
directors carry out for regular maintenance
and long term care.
Resuming the program: with the minutes
of silence, the jokes told by the kids, inspired
quotes, and Athena’s talk on the restoration
and value of clam gardens, the evening ended
in the dark at about 8:30pm with a big round
of applause for Athena and the energy and
heart she brings to her presentations.
The trail to the very apex of East Point,
where the talks are held, puts the 50 or so
audience members, dogs, kids, various chairs
and blankets right along the easternmost
sandstone cliffs.
Suddenly, eight or so orcas were in the inky
black below us, exhaling explosively and roiling
the calm water in the very last of the gloaming.
No whale boats! No cameras! We slowly
walked along in the near dark 12 feet above
them, marveling at our fortune of place and
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SIMRES Whale Talks

Last Saturday, Jim Darling was the speaker at
the Saturna Island Research and Marine
Education Society dinner held at Parks and
Recreation’s Saturna Beach. This is the third
dinner held with this format, of a researcher
who does whale research making the initial
presentation and islanders sharing their own
experiences with whales afterwards.
Jim Darling was a close friend and whale
research colleague of DFO’s Mike Biggs, in
whose honour transient orca are named Bigg’s
Whales. Darling has been working with a
small, underfunded group of whale researchers
who have done DNA testing on our growing
humpback whale population.
This testing is proving that there is not an
amorphous blob of humpback whales that
washes back and forth in the Pacific ocean but
that, just as discovered with orcas, there are
genetically distinct matrilines that are breeding
within sub-groups.
Research done 15 years ago showed that,
though there are herring that migrate, the Gulf
Islands, and Denman Island especially, had, or
have, some survivors of the resident herring
which stay at home with us all year long.
If you are going to manage fisheries, says
Darling, humpbacks, or herring in this
instance, you had better know the life habits of
what populations you are counting and what
their ability to rebound is if you are going to
make any credible case for chosen action. This
is the value of ongoing research.
By the way, Athena in her East Point talk
stated that very recent research has shown that
when the humpbacks first started to come back
to the Gulf Islands about five years ago, they
did not sing their ever-evolving songs in our
region. And now the silence is gone and they
do!

Value of Wildlife Research

All of this original wildlife research in the Salish
Sea’s islands is sponsored and carried on by
small non-profits, educated and deeply
dedicated individuals, Gulf Islands National
Parks Reserve, the Vancouver Aquarium,
Living Oceans, the Shaw Discovery Center, the
many island conservancies, Saturna Island
Research and Marine Education Society,
Raincoast Conservation, and others.
It is vital to increase our cultural
understanding of the lives that are lived with
us. I grew up with the seemingly inexorable
story of extinctions. Passenger pigeons, ivorybilled woodpeckers, on and on and on. For
some blessed reason, in our geographical
region we have dedicated people who have
determinedly sought by research, education
and determination to change this heartrendering litany of lost-for-eternity fellow
species.
Through photographers, writers and
publishers, we have people who are willing to
translate baseline science into cultural
understanding in symposia, conferences,
presentations, books, interviews, and
newspapers.
We do not shoot killer whales any more or
scalp harbour seals for government money. We
intelligently challenge pipelines and other large
developmental threats. When Harper tore
apart our governmental departments
dedicated to maintaining and nurturing the
natural resources that belong to all Canadians,
people stepped up. Many researchers and
scientists fought on in place or went to other
venues to continue their life’s work.
We have done fine work. Now we have to
strategize as to how to get our government
bureaucracies back to creating and abiding by
policies that offer recognition and guidelines
for the survival and recovery of the species that
inhabit our local world with us. Lucky us to live
in the midst of such a lively, inspiring world. 0
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Hot climate news in Canada

T

Elizabeth May, MP

he summer of 2016 was a record
breaker. July was the hottest month
ever recorded and 2016 is on track to
be the hottest year ever recorded. The heat
wave in the United States was described as a
‘heat dome’. California fires due to tinder-dry
conditions threatened communities. And
while parts of North America baked, flash
floods erased historical records. The late July
flood in Ellicott City, Maryland, swept away
cars and tragically some of the people in them.
Local people were left unprepared and
without explanation, falling back on the usual
‘nothing like this has ever happened, not in
over a hundred years’. Flooding in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, was more severe than that
caused by Hurricane Katrina. But the flooding
and landslide events were global—
Philippines, China, Russia, Mali, India,
Burkino Faso, Nigeria... the list is long.
Canadian media, as usual, managed to
cover climate change events without
mentioning climate change. One exception
should be noted. CBC Radio’s The 180
managed to make it clear that the fact a luxury
cruise ship was traversing the North West
Passage was due to global warming removing
what had been centuries’ worth of impassible
ice.
But for the most part, Canadian
mainstream media covered extreme weather
events as it has always done—in a fact-free void
where the possibility that global warming was
in any way implicated is suppressed. In
Canada, the big climate news this summer was
that the Minister of Environment and Climate
Change spent $6,000 on a photographer for
COP21.
Scandalous? Hardly. But easy to cover
with no requirement to explain science or
cover a matter of urgent concern.
The photographer fees play into a false
narrative of the climate negotiations. Lorrie
Goldstein in the Toronto Sun dragged up the
usual images (‘Trudeau’s hypocrisy on
climate exposed,’ August 24, 2016) that
Canada’s delegation at the climate summit
was an orgy of French cuisine and
champagne. Goldstein says we were all
hypocrites to attend because if anyone really
cared about climate action they would have
stayed home, rather than emit greenhouse
gases travelling to and from the negotiations.
More than anyone, I wish it were possible
to hold negotiations between 192 countries to
agree to a treaty (by consensus) that sets the
stage to eliminate our fossil fuel dependence,
without meeting. Having witnessed many of
these negotiations, I know that what drives
compromise is intensely personal. It is in late
night sessions and corridor arm twisting. It
cannot be attempted by Skype.
As for being in Paris, the negotiations were
actually at the old airport outside of Paris—Le
Bourget. The conference facilities were not the
site of fine dining. I stayed in the same hotel as
Minister McKenna. It will look like quite the
lovely treat when you see in the public reports

that the hotel was 300 Euros/night. It was
actually the Charles De Gaulle airport Best
Western. They jacked up their prices, I
suppose. There may be lovely Best Westerns
somewhere in the world, but this was not one
of them. And we did not get much chance of
seeing those over-priced rooms to get any
sleep.
The bill for the Canadian delegation for the
whole conference was higher than the usual
conference. Normally, journalists register
themselves through the UN system to gain
credentials. Unfortunately, for the previous 10
years, Canadian journalists skipped global
negotiations, so they missed all the deadlines
and a few dozen of them could only gain
access by being added to the government
delegation. (They did not bill for their
expenses, but they did make a difference to
the number of members within the official
delegation.)
Another significant reason for higher costs
has not been acknowledged. COP21 opened
two weeks after the devastating terrorist
attacks in Paris. Canada’s delegation included
every premier as well as the prime minister
and several Cabinet Ministers. For the first
time, the RCMP became a significant part of
a climate delegation.
Meanwhile, the idea that people were
enjoying being in Paris—while potentially true
for some hangers on—was certainly not the
case for the working delegation. And no one
worked harder than Environment and
Climate Change Minister Catherine
McKenna.
Mid-way through the conference, the
President of COP21, French Foreign Affairs
Minister Laurent Fabius tapped her to be one
of 14 ministers from around the world cofacilitating seven key working groups.
Catherine McKenna was dropped in at the
deep end. With no previous experience in
climate talks, she worked straight through
several 24-hour shifts, tasked with one of the
most controversial and sensitive aspects of
the proposed treaty—carbon markets.
I have no idea why the Hon Catherine
McKenna thought it necessary to have a
photographer chronicling the Paris climate
conference. If she had asked my advice on
this, I would have advised her to stick to the
photos taken by journalists and a few amateur
photos by other participants. I really do not
mind that she didn’t ask me about $6,000 for
a photographer.
I do remain very gratified that she asked
me about the issues subject to negotiation—
the question of a long-term target and the
urgency for real action.
To get the Liberals to act to meet the Paris
target, to ensure we urgently replace the weak
climate target left behind by the previous
prime minister, will take public pressure from
an informed electorate. That informed
electorate may want to start by educating our
media. 0
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Pender Tennis tournament competitors. Left to right: Runners up
Robin and Herman, next to winners Barney and Jim.

How much food can cities
produce? - David Suzuki

H

umans are fast becoming city dwellers.
According to the United Nations, ‘The
urban population of the world has
grown rapidly from 746 million in 1950 to 3.9
billion in 2014.’ By 2050, 66% of us will likely
live in urban environments. The number of
mega-cities (more than 10 million inhabitants)
is also skyrocketing, from 10 in 1990 to 28 in
2014—home to more than 453 million people
—and is expected to grow to 41 by 2030.
Concerns about climate change and the
distances much of our food travels from farm
to plate has spurred a renewed interest in
producing food where people live. Urban
agriculture won’t resolve all food production
and distribution problems, but it could help
take pressure off rural land while providing
other advantages. From balcony, backyard,
rooftop, indoor and community gardens to city
beehives and chicken coops to larger urban
farms and farmers markets, growing and
distributing local food in or near cities is a
healthy way to help the environment.
And it’s much more. As writer and former
Vancouver city councillor Peter Ladner (also a
David Suzuki Foundation board member)
writes in The Urban Food Revolution:
Changing the Way We Feed Cities, ‘When
urban agriculture flourishes, our children are
healthier and smarter about what they eat,
fewer people are hungry, more local jobs are
created, local economies are stronger, our
neighbourhoods are greener and safer, and our
communities are more inclusive.’
Local and urban agriculture can also help
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and recycle
nutrient-rich food scraps, plant debris and
other ‘wastes’. Because
maintaining lawns for
little more than aesthetic
value requires lots of
water, energy for upkeep
and often pesticides and
fertilizers, converting
them to food gardens
makes sense.
A 2016 study from
the US Johns Hopkins
Center for a Livable
Future found that urban
agriculture
could
‘increase social capital,
community well-being,
and civic engagement
with the food system,’ as
well as enhance food
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security,
provide
ecosystem
services,
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many climate benefits, including reduced
emissions from transporting food; carbon
sequestration by vegetation and crops; possible
reduced energy, resource inputs and waste
outputs; and enhanced public interest in
protecting green spaces.
It also noted some limitations: possible
increases in greenhouse gas emissions and
water use ‘if plants are grown in energy- or
resource-intensive locations’; less efficiency
than conventional agriculture in terms of
resource use and transportation emissions;
and, depending on practices, pollution from
pesticide and fertilizer use.
The study found urban agriculture to be
positive overall and concluded support from all
levels of government is required to make it
viable.
Urban agriculture isn’t new. During the
First and Second World Wars, Canada, the US,
the UK, Australia and Germany encouraged
‘victory gardens’ to aid the war effort by
reducing pressure on food systems and farms.
Gardens and chicken coops appeared in yards,
parks, school fields, golf courses, railway edges
and vacant lots. Sheep grazed on sports fields
and kept grass in check. Peter Ladner notes
that during the Second World War, the UK had
1.5 million allotment plots producing 10% of
the country’s food, including half its fruit and
vegetables; and by war’s end, more than 20
million home gardens supplied 40% of US
domestically consumed produce.
Granted, there were fewer people and more
open spaces then, but it’s still possible to grow a
lot of food in urban areas, especially with
composting and enriched soil techniques.
Ladner writes that Toronto plans to supply 25%
of its fruit and vegetable production within city
limits by 2025, and a study from Michigan State
University concluded Detroit could grow 70%
of its vegetables and 40% of its fruit on 570
vacant lots covering 5,000 acres of city land.
One patch of Detroit land where 12 vacant
houses were removed to grow food has supplied
almost 200,000 kilograms of produce for 2,000
local families, provided volunteer experience to
8,000 residents and brought the area new
investment and increased safety.
Cities needn’t be wastelands of car-choked
roads and pavement. Incorporating food
production into ever-expanding urban areas
makes cities more liveable and enhances the
natural systems that keep us alive and healthy. 0

Written with contributions from David Suzuki
Foundation Senior Editor Ian Hanington.
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Brian Haller hosts from the Agricultural Hall’s bandshell at Mayne’s Island Fall Fair.
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Dispatch from the Silver Maynes

Allan Evans

am writing this at the end of the Mayne Island Fall Fair.
Some tents are still standing on the fair grounds, but the
crowds have gone. I was flipping hamburgers for the Lions
as the Fall Fair parade took place, but, looking across the
grounds, I saw the Silver Maynes booth for selling drinks in full
swing, with Mike Bullis and Marion Rea tending it. The Fall
Fair, and the Lions Salmon BBQ two weeks later, traditionally
conclude our summer.

Friends Leaving

Autumn is the season when the year starts its long decline. It is
a time for elegies. I wish I could write one, for this ‘Dispatch’
contains gloomy news: a valued member is leaving Mayne
Island. So I shall plunge recklessly into an elegy. Here goes:
Mayne Island mourns time’s cruelty;
Its ruthless course has whisked away
A pillar of the Silver Maynes, Neil Howard.
He, with his fair wife has voyaged the restless sea
To Sidney. Our lovely isle might dowse
A wildfire with its flood of tears.
At that point, my Muse abandoned me, if it was ever within
my grasp in the first place. However, readers will get my
meaning. Neil and Liz Howard have sold their house
overlooking Navy Channel and are departing for Sidney. Neil
will be missed by the Silver Maynes, to say nothing of the Lions
Club and the Library Board. But we hope that newcomers to
Mayne Island will seek to emulate him. They may find it hard

CLIMATE CHANGE, from page 7

‘Climate Change Leadership Team’ consisting largely and
almost exclusively of well-known government supporters. In
late October last year, the team produced a rosy report tasked
to build all assumptions around and supporting the
government’s LNG strategy and which consisted of 32
recommendations. The BC Climate Plan, just released, is no
better (see article, page 11).
Even supporters of the current government have to admit
that while the Campbell government took early baby steps to
develop progressive climate policies in 2005, the Clark
government has since 2011 dismantled those policies and the
institutions that supported them, and has taken a radically
contrary direction.

Failing To Meet Targets

As Andrew Weaver has pointed out, BC has consistently failed to
meet its GHG emissions targets, will not meet the 2020 target
and is currently the 3rd largest polluter in Canada. Current
government policy has also amended The Clean Energy Act to
exclude emissions from liquefaction in the LNG industry, and
thereby improve the image, not the reality, of accounting.
Furthermore, the government has shut down programs that
facilitated and financed transitions, such as the Pacific Carbon
Trust. Although BC touts its reputation as being one of the first
to institute a carbon tax, the tax amount was frozen in 2012 and
is now only a vestige. The BC Hydro ‘Live Smart’ program that
supported households has been eradicated. Even cap and trade
enabling legislation has been repealed to make life easier for big
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to fill his shoes, but let them try anyway!

Footloose The Musical in Chemainus

On August 17, a Silver Maynes expedition, led by Jill HanschePenny, journeyed to Chemainus to take in Footloose: The
Musical in the intimate 274-seat Chemainus theatre. Footloose
is a 1998 Broadway production but it is based on a 1984 film
and it reflects the eighties, when high-school graduation dances
could still be a public issue. Reverend Shaw Moore has lost his
son in an accident after a dance, and he has led the town council
to ban dances in the local high school. Enter Renn, from the big
city, who mobilizes the town’s teenage hormones against the
ban, and the Reverend Moore’s daughter is one of the rebels.
Love, pathos and self-revelations combine to bring the drama
to an acceptable conclusion. The sets and choreography were
superb.
The town of Chemainus is a drama of revitalization.
Founded as a logging town in 1858, it faced a crisis in the 1980s
when its sawmill was replaced by a smaller, more efficient one.
The town reinvented itself. It painted murals on the walls of its
downtown buildings, constructed a marvelous little theatre and
became a tourist destination. The town put itself on the map.
Today its main street, with its shops, museum and picturesque
little Anglican church, breathes vitality, all the more because
when we visited it, market day took over the public square. And
the logging industry is not completely dead. 0
source emitters. In Weaver’s words, ‘We have a new Greenhouse
Gas Industrial Reporting and Control Act that introduces an
‘emissions intensity’ framework that is more about supporting
an LNG industry than limiting emissions.’
Meanwhile the minister’s words seem to magically conjure a
world where one can ‘grow the economy’ without consequences.
However the distant, seemingly remote events, in Australia,
Antarctica, and Greenland are essential to our daily existence.
Nonetheless, a substantial segment of the population
understands that science’s reality does not seem to give us the
luxury of ‘transitioning’ as we should have done 40 years ago,
when science first made the problem and its implications clear
to us. Ironically, in a province where the government gives little
support to alternatives, there is a growing interest in developing
alternatives that comes with a well-articulated rejection of the
development of fossil fuel infrastructure, and which includes a
rejection of an LNG economy.
That rejection has become the focus of the concerns
expressed by municipalities in the Fraser Valley and by First
Nations, in which Mayor Gregor Robertson has taken the lead.
In many ways this is not surprising. At the COP21 Paris
conference, Justin Trudeau drew heavily on Mayor Robertson’s
well-known environmentally progressive image to bolster his
own credibility.
The problem put to us in Hansen et al’s paper is essentially
whether politicians are ready to acknowledge the urgency of our
situation, and acknowledge that science must be boosted to be
the basis of decision making. 0
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Capital Regional District
Land Act:

Notice of Intention to Apply for a
Disposition of Crown Land
Take notice that the Capital Regional District from Victoria,
BC, have applied to the Ministry of Forests Lands and Natural
Resource Operations (FLNRO), West Coast Region for a License
to Crown Grant – Institutional (Public Works) situated on the
Provincial Crown land located at Lot 64, VIP22335, Cowichan
District, Pender Island.
The Lands File Number that has been established for the
application is 1414463.
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Written comments concerning this application should be
directed to the Section Head, Minister of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations at 142-2080 Lebieux Road,
Nanaimo, BC V9T 6J9, or emailed to:
AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca
Comments will be received by FLNRO up to September 25,
2016. FLNRO may not be able to consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our website: http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/
ApplicationPosting/index.jsp for more information.
Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be considered
part of the public record. For more information, contact the Freedom
of Information Advisor at the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural
Resources Operations office in Nanaimo.
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Trans Mountain

Conflict grows between fish farms and First Nations Natalie Dunsmuir

Expansion

T

Hearings

- Adam Olsen

he panel appointed by Natural Resources Minister Jim
Carr to review the National Energy Board’s (NEB) Trans
Mountain Pipeline Expansion (TMX) hearing made a
stop in Victoria on August 22-23.
During the 2015 federal election, Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau promised to review and modernize the NEB and to
‘make environmental assessments credible again’. This
ministerial panel was an effort to restore credibility, to receive
input from interveners about their experience and to provide
Canadians who were excluded from the NEB’s process their
first opportunity to address the project on the record.
In her opening statement, panel chair Kim Baird, former
Chief of Tsawwassen First Nation and a registered oil and gas
lobbyist, said that the panel was not making recommendations.
Its mandate was to listen and document feedback from
communities and citizens and submit a report, to go along with
the NEB’s recommendation, for Minister Carr’s consideration
in his final decision.
The NEB’s process on TMX has been justly criticized—it is
fundamentally flawed. With oral cross-examination removed
from the hearing process, interveners only had a couple of
opportunities to test the volumes of information through
written questions and answers. As Elizabeth May stated in her
final argument to the NEB, the quality of the information is
‘fragile’.
I participated in the ministerial panel’s Aboriginal
Roundtable on August 22 where I reiterated my frustration
with the NEB’s hearing. I highlighted how they ignored
indigenous rights protected by treaty and set a desperately low
bar for the evidence that would form the basis of their final
recommendation.
The speakers to the ministerial panel’s Aboriginal
Roundtable reiterated desperate concerns about the lack of spill
response preparedness and capacity. We spent tens of
thousands of dollars preparing evidence and arguments only
to have our information, concerns, and constitutional rights
ignored. In doing so, the NEB’s recommendation essentially
highlighted that the ‘Canadian-interest’ still does not include
indigenous people.
Frankly, the ministerial panel’s process was more of the
same meaningless government ‘consultation’ with which we
have become so familiar. It has no teeth and the process is no
more than a pacifier designed to tick another box.
Unfortunately, the panel appointed by Minister Carr is a far
cry from the modernization of the NEB the Liberals promised
and it did not inject any confidence in our energy regulator.
Somehow, we are to take comfort that this same regulator
will influence key decisions such as the Island Gas Connector
pipeline proposed to snake through the Gulf Islands connecting
Steelhead LNG’s Malahat and Sarita Bay proposals to the gas
fields in northeastern BC. These projects have the potential to
change the face of our home forever.
The federal government must do what it promised. It must
restore confidence in our regulatory process. British
Columbians’ concerns are justified; the quality of the process
reflects the quality of enforcement and the NEB hearing
undermined our interests and rights at every opportunity.
Now that the NEB recommendations are in, soon the
process will be handed over to Minister Carr. The panel’s chair,
Kim Baird, summed up what will be this dilemma: ‘Very few
people, if any, have stood up in favour of the project,’ she told a
Victoria Times Colonist reporter. Yet she is also quoted as
saying that ‘Many presenters in industry, business and labour
organization have endorsed the [NEB] report and urged a quick
and favourable decision.’
In December we will find out if we have been heard by a
government who really wants us to believe they have been
listening. 0
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Hereditary leaders Joe Willie and Willie Moon hand an eviction notice to a Cermaq salmon
farmer employee.

C

onflict is growing between Cermaq Canada salmon farms
and the Musgamagw Dzawada’enuxw and Ahousaht
First Nations.
With the Sea Shephard Conservation Society’s vessel the
Martin Sheen making a virus-hunting research tour of the
salmon farms on the BC coast, fish farms have been thrown into
the spotlight. Since then, First Nation groups have boarded
multiple farms to hand out eviction notices, and the RCMP has
made four arrests of First Nation protestors.

Eviction Notices Handed to Farms

On August 18 and 19, Musgamagw Dzawada’enuxw First
Nations boarded four Cermaq Canada fish farms to give them
eviction notices. First Nations say the fish farms are operating
on their traditional, unceded territory without their consent and
with their active opposition. Hereditary chiefs have also issued
eviction notices to the other 23 fish farms within their territory.
The Musgamagw Dzawada’enuxw, which consists of five
nations with 576 members, and whose territory encompasses
the Broughton Archipelago east of Alert Bay, say that their aim
is to cleanse the waters for their children and grandchildren.
In a letter to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, the First
Nations said that ‘We, the Musgamagw Dzawada’enuxw, view
the destruction of wild fish by the fish farming industry as part
of the long history of genocide forced on our people by the
governments of Canada. Salmon are essential to our well-being
and the well-being of our world.’
Cermaq Canada farms had previously complained of
harrassement from the Sea Shephard Society’s research vessel,
which was studying their farms without their permission. While
the company originally said they were willing to meet with the
First Nations to discuss the issue, they also said it was
disconcerting to be boarded by the First Nations without
warning.
‘Imagine if 30 people came to your workplace when there
are four or five of you in the middle of the ocean. It is
challenging,’ said Jeremy Dunn, the executive director of the
BC Salmon Farmers Association.

Four Arrests Made

Events escalated on August 22, just days after the eviction
notices were delivered, at the Dixon Bay Cermaq fish farm near
Tofino. Four Ahousaht First Nation activists who are part of an
activism group called the Yaaskwiis Warriors were arrested by
RCMP following a peaceful protest against the fish farm. The
four were released from custody the next day.
The Yaaskwiis Warriors were arrested while attemping to
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stop Cermaq employees from restocking an empty feedlot with
young Atlantic salmon. Lennie John, Sacheen Seitcham, Joe
James Rampanen and Havanna Couture arrived at the pens
being restocked in John’s 20-foot aluminum boat. They
approached, radioed at the employees of Cermaq to stop, and
then boarded the farm when the employees refused their
request. Cermaq staff called the police. According to John, he
and his fellow activists left shortly after. They were arrested the
shortly afterwards for alleged mischief and intimidation.

Cermaq’s Dixon Bay Farm

The Dixon Bay fish farm is the same one that was shut down in
2012 due to an outbreak of an infectious virus known as IHNv,
or infectious hematopoietic necrosis virus. The virus is one that
is carried by wild fish without seeming to affect them, but that
can wipe out 90% of a fish farm.
This wasn’t the first time the Yaaskwiis Warriors have
protested against Cermaq fish farms. In September of 2015, the
group led a nine-day protest against the company that ended
up stopping Cermaq from anchoring a new fish farm at
Yaakswiis Bay.

Disputed Agreements

While many First Nations are protesting the fish farms and
demanding that the companies leave their territory, others
support the farms. According to Dunn, the salmon farms in the
area have a two-decade history of working with the local First
Nations and have 20 social and economic agreements with BC
First Nation bands. Those agreements, Dunn said, cover 78%
of BC.
Some of the elected leaders of the Ahousaht First Nations
have given their support to the Cermaq farms. Yet the Yaaskwiis
Warriors say this stance doesn’t represent them. ‘We, the
Ahousaht people, have not been consulted and have not
consented to the presence of Cermaq on our territories,’ the
group said in a statement. ‘Any agreements that have been
made or signed without our consent between Cermaq and any
organizations claiming to represent us are not valid and we do
not recognize. We will continue our defence of our food sources,
our lands and waters and our future generations.’
The statement goes on to read, ‘The RCMP should not be
interfering in these matters. By doing so, it is clear that they have
overstepped their role by acting as enforcers for corporations
against and in violation of the clear rights we have as members
of the Ahousaht Nation to our territories.’
So far, no charges have been laid on the four activists, but
the matter has been referred to the crown. 0
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BC’s Climate Plan released,
showcases LNG - Natalie Dunsmuir

C’s long awaited Climate Leadership Plan was released on
a Friday afternoon in late August. The 52-page plan was
at once met with criticism from environmental groups,
policy experts and some politicians. They say the plan doesn’t
include enough solid action and ignores key recommendations
that were made by BC’s Climate Leadership Team.
‘Under the Climate Leadership Plan released today, carbon
pollution will not start to significantly decline for almost 15 years
—assuming all the reductions in the plan come to fruition,’ said
Josha MacNab, the BC director of the Pembina Institute. ‘This
falls far short of the level of ambition needed to reach BC’s 2050
target and leaves the hard work for a later day.’

The Details: Targets and Deadlines

The bulk of the Climate Plan focuses on the individual areas of
natural gas, transportation, forestry and agriculture, industry
and utilities, communities and built environment, and public
sector leadership.
However, the beginning of the plan also stresses BC’s new
goals for overall greenhouse gas emission reduction. The BC
government has adopted the Climate Leadership Team’s
recommended target of 80% GHG reductions below 2007
levels by 2050, but they have not set a new 2030 target. The
Climate Team recommended one of 40% GHG reductions over
2007 for 2030.
According to Merran Smith of Clean Energy Canada, BC’s
Climate Plan leaves little chance of meeting the new target set
out by the government. The plan, she says, is not backed up by
enough details.
‘More than half of the carbon pollution reductions
government says this plan will achieve would come from
measures that aren’t backed up by either the dollars or the
regulations,’ Smith says in an article titled Three Big Questions
about British Columbia’s Climate Plan. ‘There are some good
ideas in BC’s plan, but to be a climate leader these ideas must
be backed up by regulations and committed spending and the
other policy tools the Climate Leadership Team
recommended—like the carbon tax. Otherwise, they may look
good on paper but they won’t achieve the necessary results.

BC’s Carbon Tax To Remain Frozen

One of the key recommendations the BC Climate Leadership
Team made was an increase to BC’s carbon tax. Currently,
pollutors are charged $30 per tonne of greenhouse gas
emissions created. That number has been frozen
since 2012, and the leadership team recommended
an increase of $10 per tonne, per year. Each increase
they said, was to be accompanied by a 1% decrease in
the provincial sales tax in order to keep things
revenue neutral.
The newly released plan only contains a few
mentions of the carbon tax, and no promises to
increase it. The tax will remain frozen.
‘A key area that we know will require further
action is carbon pricing,’ the plan reads at one point,
‘Our carbon tax already leads the country—now we
must work with our provincial and federal partners
to develop a carbon pricing model that works for all.
It is a complex issue that will require extensive
coordination to ensure that it is effective.’
And at another point in the plan, it says that ‘We
support the adoption of BC’s price on carbon as a
national benchmark, and increasing that price
together in an effective and affordable way, once
others catch up.’
It is not clear what exactly is meant by ‘once others catch up’,
nor are there any numbers to accompany this statement.

Natural Gas Plans Are In Detail

A recurring theme throughout the Climate Plan is natural gas
and, more specifically, liquefied natural gas, or LNG. Natural gas
is one of the six areas the plan goes into with more detail.
Reductions in emissions will come from better technology to
reduce methane leaks during production and processing of
natural gas. According to the report, this will allow them to reduce
40% of methane emissions from natural gas within five years.
The province has also set a target of a 45% reduction of
fugitive and vented emissions from extraction and processing
infrastructure by 2025. However, this comes with a ‘midpoint
check in fall 2020 to determine progress towards this target,
establish what happens if the target is not attained by 2025, and
make adjustments if the target is not technically feasible.’
Another part of the plan is to increase and improve carbon
capture and storage technology, but there are very few details
as to how this will be done.
The plan goes on to state ways of reducing the upstream effects
of the planned LNG terminals whose proposals are scattered
across BC. ‘Investing in infrastructure to power natural gas
projects with British Columbia’s clean electricity’ is one of the
province’s promises. This committment is backed up by several
‘electrification projects’, one of which relies heavily on the Site C
dam currently under construction in the Peace River Valley.
Full electrification of natural gas production and processing
would cut carbon emissions by 2.4 million tonnes, according to
the climate plan. However, it would also amount to the
government subsidizing the natural gas industry by investing
public money into infrastructure to power the plants.

David Cove, relaxing in the last of summer.
Transportation

Mentions of natural gas are not at all restricted to the natural
gas section of the plan. The main transportation reductions
relate to replacing current transit fleets with vehicles that run
on natural gas. The plan includes BC Ferries’ three new
intermediate vessels currently being built in Poland, which will
run on natural gas, and also mentions the creation of incentives
to allow commercial fleets to convert to natural gas. No details
of these incentives are provided.
The plan also sets a goal of increasing BC’s Low Carbon Fuel
Standard to 15% (relative to 2010) by 2030. This is a change
from the old target of 10% by 2020—but it is still 5% less than
the target recommended by the Climate Leadership Team.
One of the last committments in the transportation section is
‘reducing congestion’. The replacement of the George Massey
Tunnel is listed as a priority to reduce idling, despite the fact that
the mayors of Metro Vancouver have stated their opposition to
the province’s plan of replacing the tunnel with a 10-lane bridge.
The Metro Vancouver Board released a report in June which
stated that the new bridge could cause ‘direct mortality and
disturbance of upland birds’, ‘habitat loss and direct mortality
of terrestrial wildlife’, ‘changes in fish habitat’ and ‘changes in
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to terms and conditions and is not as rock solid as it may at first
appear.
The commitment to increase the number of vehicles fueled
by natural gas is also reiterated.

Communities and Built Environment

This section again demonstrates the overall main theme of the
Climate Plan: a lack of details or solid numbers. There will be
‘Increased efficiency requirements for gas fireplaces and air
source heat pumps, effective in 2018’ and ‘High-efficiency
technology requirements for natural gas space and water
heating equipment, effective in 2020 and 2025 respectively.’
However, no numbers or details as to what these requirements
will be are included in the plan. Increases in energy
requirements in the BC Building Code are also mentioned, but
no specifics are given.
This section of the Climate Plan also includes a committment
to update the Climate Action Charter to ‘align provincial and
community goals’. The charter will be ‘refreshed’ this year, but
few details are given. All that is said is that the plan will work to
‘maintain momentum at the community level through policies,
programs and regulations that will: focus growth near major
transit corridors for large urban communities; increase the use
of decision support tools that provide the information
By: Clean Energy Canada needed to create more resilient green infrastructure; and
strengthen the ability of communities to adapt to the
impacts of climate change.’ How any of this is to be done
is not mentioned.
The province also promises to ‘create a strategy to
turn waste into resources’ by supporting pilot projects
that ‘create innovative uses for waste materials’,
establishing ‘a food to waste prevention target of 30%
and increasing organics diverted from landfills to 90%’
and creating a ‘waste-to-resource strategy’. Again, no
additional details are given.

Public Sector Leadership

the levels of emissions of common air pollutants, toxic air
pollutants and greenhouse gases’ that could lead to ‘exposure
to harmful pollutants, as well as impacts in the regional airshed,
including smog and reduced visual air quality.’
The report listed environmental concerns as one of Metro
Vancouver’s main objections to the replacement of the tunnel,
saying that there was insufficient consideration to climate
change and air quality.

Forestry and Agriculture

The majority of the forestry section of the Climate Plan is taken
up by explaining the usefulness of trees in storing carbon. The
province’s main plan in relation to forestry is to plant a lot of
trees—through their new Forest Carbon Initiative they plan to
‘rehabilitate up to 300,000 hectares’ of land impacted by pine
beetle or forest fires over the first half of the ten year project.
Note the use of the words ‘up to’ rather than ‘at least’. The plan
estimates that planting these trees will ‘reduce greenhouse gases
by up to [emphasis added] 11.7 million tonnes’.
In terms of plans to reduce emissions caused by agriculture,
the Climate Plan says that ‘a nutrient management program is
being developed to demonstrate best practices to reduce
fertilizer use’. This is expected to lead to an annual GHG
reduction of 100,000 tonnes. Few additional details are given.

Industry and Utilities

One of the main priorities in this section of the plan is to increase
BC’s use of clean renewable energy from 98% to 100% by 2025,
while ‘allowing for the use of fossil fuels for reliability’.
According to the plan, ‘Going forward, 100% of the supply of
electricity acquired by BC Hydro in British Columbia for the
integrated grid must be from clean or renewable sources, except
where concerns regarding reliability or costs must be addressed.’
So in other words, the 100% renewable energy rule is subject
www.islandtides.com

The last section of the plan is public sector leadership. The
province is ‘developing policies’ to increase the use of low
carbon, renewable materials in public buildings, and is also
‘developing guidelines for public sector operations to
reduce emissions’. None of these guidelines are listed, and
no additional information is given.
The province will also mandate the ‘creation of 10year emissions reduction and adaptation plans for provincial
and public sector operations’.

Key Points

From all of the above information, several key themes and
points emerge. One: Natural gas such as LNG is heavily relied
upon to reduce emissions, both in transportation and industry.
Two: The main—and one of the only—forestry strategies is
to plant a lot of trees, and even the numbers given here are made
vague by the wording of the committment.
Three: Details are often lacking and committments rarely go
into specifics. This has led many organizations to conclude that
very few of the promises outlined in the plan will actually come
to fruition. As Karen Mahon, the national director of
environmental organization Stand (formerly ForestEthics), said
in a statement, ‘While the plan claims to create a decrease in
emissions, the actual policies outlined will likely lead to an
increase in CO2 emissions over the next decade.’
According to Merran Smith in her article in Clean Energy
Canada, ‘Years of experience and evidence makes it clear that
the only promises in this plan we can really bank on to cut
carbon pollution are the ones backed by new or stronger
regulations, carbon pricing or spending commitments that are
implemented soon. Right now, very few of the reductions are
bankable, but we hope that changes over time.’
Above is a chart by Clean Energy Canada that shows the
contrast between the goverment’s 2050 target, the emission
reductions that we can expect if every committment in the plan
is followed, and BC’s ‘likely emissions’ based on business-asusual projections.
To read the Climate Plan, go to www.climate.gov.bc.ca/wpcontent/uploads/sites/13/2016/06/4030_CLP_Booklet_web.
pdf.0

