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Whalebone Beach is a narrow exposed stretch of shoreline on the north shore of Gabriola Island, perfect for watching the waves, seals and seabirds.

Hornby protests off-island hire ~ Will Thomas
On August 22, a crowd of about 100 Hornby
Islanders gathered in the rain outside their
local post office to protest the replacement
of three local mail carriers by an off-island
hire.
Three RCMP officers observed from a
distance as the subdued crowd watched
Royston resident Diane Montieth duck into
the rear entrance of the Hornby post office
to begin her new job. She was preceded by
Canada Post Superintendent Shawn
Murphy.
A petition signed by more than 500
residents, asking for the retention of three
local postal delivery jobs, was sent to the

CEO, VP and human resources officers at
Canada Post. There has been no official
response.
Canada Post Superintendent Murphy
said the semi-privatized corporation was
‘following mandated procedures’ in
replacing veteran mail carrier Ron Emerson
and two part-time helpers, Shuma Vostrcil
and Braea Walmsley with an off-island
contractor.
Emerson had expected to take over
Hornby’s mail delivery contract from local
resident Don Nixon on Nixon’s retirement.
Instead, he was confronted by new Canada

Hornby Islanders want their resident mail carriers back at work!
is available at these

MAIL, please turn to page 2
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A safe landing on Denman
Small boats going to Denman Island now
have a place to dock. Denman may have
been one of the few inhabited islands in the
world without a dock for small boats, but the
newly-built Denman Island Community
Dock officially opened on August 20!
Denman Islanders have been without
any form of small boat docking facility,

either private or public, since the removal of
the deteriorating 100-year-old government
dock almost two decades ago. The new
facility will provide emergency access in the
event of any interruption of BCFerry service,
and provide the community with economic
opportunities previously not available.
DOCK, please turn to page 3

Pipeline expansion demonstrations
As hundreds of people continued to be
arrested in Washington, DC during protests
against the Keystone XL Pipeline, a
solidarity action took place in Burnaby
against Kinder Morgan’s Trans Mountain
Pipeline expansion. The pipeline is being
expanded to deliver larger volumes of tar
sands crude oil to the Pacific Coast for
shipment in oil tankers. The current
pipeline was the site of a major spill in a
North Burnaby neighbourhood in 2009.
The Council of Canadians joined Streams
of Justice, Stop the Pave, Tanker Free BC
and the Wilderness Committee at the
August 27 rally to oppose the increased
presence of oil tankers in Burrard Inlet and,
more broadly, the social and ecological
impacts of the tar sands.
‘Many people have been organizing
around the province against the
construction of Enbridge’s Northern
Gateway Pipeline that would carry tar sands

to a port in Kitimat, but fewer people are
aware of Kinder Morgan’s planned
expansion of their Trans Mountain
pipeline,’ explains Harjap Grewal,
BC–Yukon Regional Organizer for the
Council of Canadians. ‘The expansion alone
would deliver more barrels per day than the
total capacity of the Enbridge’s pipeline. If
we want to stop the destruction caused by
the tar sands we need to stop Northern
Gateway, Keystone XL, and the Trans
Mountain pipelines.’
‘Tar sands oil is dirty oil,’ said Maude
Barlow, national chairperson of the Council
of Canadians. ‘The federal and Alberta
governments are planning massive
increases in tar sands production and the
export of this dangerous product to the
already oil–ravaged Gulf Coast of Texas. Tar
sands mining has destroyed much of
Alberta’s water table and will put the fragile
PIPELINE, please turn to page 4

SERIOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Sidney—Beacon Avenue

Nanaimo—Across from the Hospital

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd CO-OP

Campbell River—Island Highway near Larwood Rd

Page 2, ISLAND TIDES, Sept 8, 2011

Ottawa Report by Elizabeth May, MP
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FOR SEPTIC WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS







Time-proven for over 25 years
No maintenance required
Lower overall cost
Fits any lot shape
Best choice for
sensitive lakeside properties
 Passive system—no power required
Authorized Representative:
BWD Engineering Inc.
15822 – 106A Avenue
Surrey, B.C., V4N 1K7
Phone: (604) 789-2204
Fax: (604) 582-8231
Web: www.bwdeng.ca
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Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
Ross Walker
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On Time & On Budget
www.islandtides.com

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca
www.islandmarine.ca

The state funeral, the loss of
Jack Layton, and what it means
for Canadian politics

O

n September 19, 2011, the 41st Parliament will
resume in Ottawa. This spring’s election resulted
in tectonic shifts in Canadian political life—the
diminishment of the Liberal Party to third party status; the
defeat of two federal leaders—Ignatieff and Duceppe; the
reduction of the Bloc Quebecois to four individual
members; and the breakthrough election of the first Green
Party Member of Parliament. The rise of Jack Layton from
leader of the third Opposition Party in the House to leader
of her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition was an extraordinary
achievement.
As much as the May 3 election resulted in big changes,
the tragic death of Jack Layton has been a devastating blow
to the heart of our country. No political fortunes have had
such a spectacular rise followed so quickly by such an
untimely death. NDP or not, Canadians felt the pain of
triumph turned to ashes; of hopes dashed.
On July 25, Canadians were shocked by Jack Layton’s
press conference announcing a leave of absence to
concentrate on his health. No pundit following the election
would have imagined that relatively unknown Nycole
Turmel would be made interim leader of the Official
Opposition. Then, despite the deep concern that Jack
Layton was frighteningly changed in that July press
conference, the news of his death ended all summers.
Canadian political life has rarely experienced the shared
mourning and collective grief provoked by Jack Layton’s
death. The only thing in living memory that comes close
was the funeral train bearing Pierre Trudeau’s casket as
Canadians spontaneously lined the tracks. Still, the
heartfelt grief and chalked walls of Toronto City Hall put
me more in mind of the British response to the death of the
Princess of Wales. Spontaneous gatherings in public spaces
in Montreal and Edmonton, the line-ups in Ottawa where
his remains had laid in state for public visitation, all
surpassed the expectations of even long-time colleagues,
like Stephen Lewis. The reaction has prompted some to
ask, ‘What accounts for this? Why is this country so
engrossed in public grieving?’
The state funeral was also well outside of previous
political experience. It was a generous gesture for the Prime
Minister to offer Jack Layton’s widow, Olivia Chow, a state
funeral. It is a rare event even when the death of a public
figure has been anticipated through long illness.
It was a singular event. I was able to attend the funeral,
cancelling, with regret, attending the Pender Fall Fair as
well as some celebratory gatherings on Salt Spring Island.
As has happened before in political life, but perhaps not in
such high relief, a shared humanity transcended the
partisan. Sitting with members of all the federal parties, the
tears were out of respect for Jack, but the emotions also
reflected something above and beyond any one human
being. It spoke to the potential that, despite our deep
divisions, we could unite as one community.

Obviously, those gathered, myself included, had had
profound disagreements with Jack Layton over the years.
My own relationship with Jack began when he was in
Toronto City Council. I was a huge fan and was very happy
when he took the reins at the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities (FCM). As Executive Director of Sierra Club
of Canada, I was working a lot with FCM, having
successfully persuaded the former Minister of Finance,
Paul Martin, to set aside $300 million for a climate plan at
the municipal level. I was even happy to support the
decision when Jack phoned me to apologize for hiring away
Sierra Club’s climate campaigner to run the FCM climate
programme. This is not the time to think about our
disagreements. In the scheme of things, they ceased to
matter some time ago.
Protocol determined that in the funeral, I was seated
with the other Opposition leaders, just behind
Environment Minister Peter Kent and Foreign Minister
John Baird, and two rows behind the former Prime
Ministers Jean Chrétien and Paul Martin, in the next row,
the Prime Minister and the Governor General. It is hard to
imagine deeper adversaries than those who gathered to
mourn. And it is hard to imagine a more ennobling service,
a more inspiring and inspired call to shared values,
cooperation and an end to what Stephen Lewis so rightly
described as ‘vituperative attacks’ in the House.
As we sang one of my favourite songs from the 1960s,
Chet Wilson’s ‘Come on people now, smile on your brother,
everybody get together, try to love one another right now,’
I reached forward and took Peter Kent’s hand in one hand
and my Bloc colleague Maria Mourani’s hand in the other.
A few MPs near us got the idea, but the notion that we could
get all MPs to join in was short-lived.
One thing should be abundantly clear to all political
parties in Canada. The Canadian people are yearning for a
voice that speaks to hope over despair. We as a community
want political leadership that inspires, that seeks ways to
work together. We want an end to the ad hominem attack
and hyper-partisan abuse of political foes.
Rarely does a window of opportunity open for real
change such as that which opened in the days following
Jack’s death. In the mingling of the crowd after the service,
I spoke with old friends Stephen Lewis and his wife Michele
Landsberg about the potential. We held the same question
in our minds: Can this outpouring of love and respect for
Jack Layton leave a permanent mark on our political
culture?
Will the call for greater non-partisanship, cooperation,
inspiration and optimism in political life carry us forward
into a new political normal? Is such a thing even possible
or will the 41st Parliament slide back from the shared sense
of community to more routine ritualistic nastiness?
As Saanich–Gulf Islands’ Member of Parliament, I
pledge to try. 0
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his wife died.
Vostrcil commented that she and her two children
depend on this ‘year-round part-time work’. Her concerns
include the ‘loss of consistent year-round employment for
three people,’ particularly during the winter months when
Hornby’s venues of employment virtually shut down.
Montieth will commute daily from Royston to deliver
mail on an unfamiliar island, where ‘streets’ can be dirt
tracks meandering into woods. ‘It’s a long learning curve,
where [Islanders] don’t have a street address, or are in a
cabin behind something,’ Emerson said.’ 0

Post hiring policies, including written and oral exams.
Emerson told the Hornby Tribune that when confronted
by questions on designing a delivery route ‘for a city like
Montreal, I found the whole thing so bizarre, I was so
stressed out I couldn’t think.’
Despite his lack of familiarity with Montreal, the man in
charge of getting Hornby’s mail from the morning ferry to
the mailboxes and back on the boat every afternoon is said
to have missed only one day in 17 years. That was the day

Independent
Dental Hygiene
in a relaxed setting

JAKOBSEN

ASSOCIATES

Registered Dental Hygienists
offering:
• scaling • root planing
• polishing • whitening
• other services
Celebrating 9 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea

250-655-4884

C ustom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,
and Vacation Homes
K e it h Ja k o b se n
604.261.5619
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SUMMER IS HERE!
/(7¶63/$<
ENJOY OUR ISLANDS FROM THE WATER!
9:30AM SALTSPRING SATURDAY MARKET CRUISE
5:00PM THURSDAY SIDNEY EVENING MARKET
WE MAKE YOUR TRIP A PART OF THE ADVENTURE!
3 WINERIES BY SEA, MARINE ECO TOURS,
PRIVATE CHARTERS, DIVING COURSES & MORE!
CALL TO BOOK YOUR SEATS TODAY!
250-360-6393 or GIOA@SHAW.CA
WEBSITE; GULFISLANDSADVENTURES.COM
LOCATED AT POETS COVE ON PENDER ISLAND

1$785(·6:$,7,1*
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Denman Islanders celebrate the opening of the new Denman Island Community Dock, as BCFerries’ MV Quinitsa
salutes the crowd with a plume of water from its water hoses and a hoot from its whistle.

DOCK from page 1

The Denman Island Residents Association (DIRA) Dock
Committee worked for five years to get the required tenure,
permits and funding. The $381,000 project budget was
shared primarily between the Island Coastal Economic
Trust, the West Coast Community Adjustment Program
and the DIRA Dock Committee.
DIRA’s matched funding amount was comprised of
community fundraising, donations of labour, materials and
equipment, and $75,000 of divestiture funding from
Department of Fisheries and Oceans to assist with the
Crown Land tenure transfer. Smaller grants were also
provided through the Comox Valley Regional District and

the Comox Valley Foundation.
More than 150 community members and visitors
attended the opening ceremony. The Deep Bay Auxiliary
Coast Guard Crew arrived aboard their Rescue Vessel, and
the Denman Island Ambulance Crew also attended. The
DIRA Dock Committee would like to thank all the residents,
businesses, organizations and funders that supported the
completion of this project, said Committee Chair John
Johnston.
The dock is located at the same site as the old dock, next
to the West Denman BCFerry Terminal facing Buckley Bay
on Vancouver Island. 0
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International standards for Canadian mines? ~ Patrick Brown
Mining operations are meeting with resistance worldwide
as well as locally these days. Interestingly, while Canada
attempts to set corporate social responsibility guidelines for
Canadian companies operating mining developments
overseas, these guidelines do not apply in BC.
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Gulf Islands Water Treatment

Naturally, industries that rely on resource extraction
must locate themselves where the resources exist. Such
industries do, by their nature, damage the local
environment and human settlement. Mining is particularly
destructive and damage it does usually cannot be repaired
or ‘mitigated’.
However, according to the CSR Best Practices, resource
industries do not necessarily have a right to operate
anywhere they choose.
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Thinking About Fear & Risk
Dear Editor:
Some thoughts about Risk: The Science and Politics of Fear
by Dan Gardner (2008, McClelland & Stewart). ‘Fear is
implanted in us as a preservative from evil; but its duty, like
that of other passions, is not to overbear reason, but to assist
it,’ said Samuel Johnson. Gardner asks the essential
question: ‘Why are the safest and healthiest people in
history living in a culture of fear?’
Our leaders in communications, sciences and politics
have a responsibility to get their facts straight about the risks
we face every day, from sun spots to contaminated food.
And to communicate those facts in reasoned, useful ways.
Risks must be considered in the contexts of the
probability and the severity of outcomes. A low probability
of something devastating on a large scale is far different
from a risk of a high probability event of something
devastating on even a small scale.
Those who identify particular risks and fears have a social
responsibility to their fellow humans to be fair, just and
reasonable. We can mitigate, compensate, adapt but we can
not eliminate risk any more than we can eliminate
uncertainty. We need to be open and honest and fair with
one another.
John Hague, Gabriola Island

More Independent Media
Dear Editor:
Elizabeth May is right in highlighting how lamentably few
newspapers in Canada are independent of mega-corporate
control. But her bleak list merits one more addition: the
Winnipeg Free Press. A fine paper, and last I checked it
stood alone with the Brandon Sun and a few small
Manitoba papers. Aspers notwithstanding, Winnipeg gets
no respect and precious little attention, but it carries on
regardless as city with an interesting, independent energy.
And May is completely ignoring influential, large circulation
non-English media, which must be considered in the fabric
of Canadian journalism.
Jo Mrozewski, Alert Bay

Volunteer Trail Completion Blocked
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Dear Editor:
The Friends of Strathcona Park have hired a Vancouver law
firm to prepare a legal challenge against government efforts
to give commercial rights in Strathcona Park to a private
resort on the edge of the park. The resort operates a dude
ranch for the wealthy on the west coast of Vancouver Island.
The government has approved the permit, but has yet to
sign it.
The process of granting a park use permit to the resort
was begun by the Campbell government against the
guidelines of the Strathcona Park Master Plan, against the
recommendations of the Strathcona Park Public Advisory
Committee, and against the stated wishes of an
overwhelming majority (around 90%) of citizens who
attended public consultation meetings.
Our lawyers believe there are serious legal flaws in the
government process which has put Strathcona under threat
of damage by a high impact commercial operation. Legal
proceedings will begin against the government if and when
they sign the permit allowing the resort into the park.
On other fronts, the Friends of Strathcona have been
working to build a trail in the area under threat, (the Bedwell
Valley) hoping that a low impact trail will stave off the

apparent wish of government to grant privileges in the park
to a private operation which has dreams of building a high
impact commercial trail for wealthy clients in the Bedwell
Valley.
For the last three years, the Friends of Strathcona have
been working with volunteers to build the Bedwell
Centennial Trail, a beautiful low impact trail which won’t
cost the public a penny. The route follows the Bedwell River
from source to mouth, and will allow hikers to walk from
the east side of Vancouver Island to the west coast near
Tofino. The Friends intended to complete the trail for
Strathcona’s 100th birthday this year, but the government
wouldn’t give permission to brush out one last very short
section in the middle, and won’t allow us to say the trail has
been completed.
We had the volunteers, the tools, and we could have
easily completed the trail, but we weren’t permitted to close
the final gap. Why? For some reason, the government
doesn’t want our low impact, no-cost volunteer trail
completed. Meanwhile they’re poised to sign a park use
permit allowing a damaging commercial operation to use
the Bedwell Valley, almost into the centre of Strathcona
Park, for its own private purposes.
The Campbell government bulldozed public wishes in
many ways and they were very good at it, but the HST
debacle was the straw which finally broke the camel’s back.
Exit Gordon Campbell. Unfortunately, we’re left with many
of his legacies, one of them being the damage which is about
to occur in Strathcona Park if the Christy Clark government
signs the park use permit.
Parks are not commercial enterprises, and their purpose
isn’t to serve the economic wishes of private interests.
Although it’s true that Strathcona has suffered terribly from
commercial damage in the last 100 years, we don’t need to
allow the process to go on for the next 100.
Thanks very much to the volunteers who worked very
hard this year, and for the preceding two years, on the
Bedwell Centennial Trail with hopes of stopping the
government from allowing commercial damage in the
Bedwell Valley. For whatever reasons, the government
didn’t allow us to brush out the last little bit of trail this year,
but the trail is now almost complete, and it’s well marked
and easy to follow for its entire length, all the way from
Bedwell Lake to Bedwell Inlet.
Thanks very much also to all those who contributed to
the very successful Strathcona Wilderness Festival, and to
all those who attended and showed their support for
Strathcona, BC’s oldest provincial park.
Karl Stevenson, Royston

Identifying Dragonflies
Dear Editor:
I am not an expert, but I believe the dragonfly in the photo
(cover of August 25 Island Tides) is in fact a local species
called a Common green darner (Anax junius). We see it
frequently on Galiano Island near marshy ponds. The
Emperor dragonfly is a European/African species.
Ian Guthrie, Galiano Island
Ed’s Note: Thank you, Ian! It did look very much like an
Emperor dragonfly; I wonder what the specific differences
between them are. We hope there’s a dragonfly expert
reading who will confirm the name of this beautiful insect.0

PIPELINE from page 1
Ogallala Aquifer in peril. We join with the millions of
Americans who oppose the expansion of this deadly
industry.’
Canadian and US environmental and civil society leaders
have also endorsed a call from the Indigenous
Environmental Network, the Council of Canadians and
Greenpeace Canada for people in Canada to join a mass
protest featuring a civil disobedience sit-in against the tar
sands in Ottawa on September 26.
‘We will continue to organize against the pipeline and oil
tankers in the spirit of protests happening across the
continent and in solidarity with Indigenous communities
from Fort Chipewyan to Wet’Suwet’en and Coast Salish
Territories that are protecting their lands from one of the
world most destructive industrial projects,’ says Grewal. As
local residents become aware of both the impact of the tar
sands and that crude is being shipped through, and literally
under, their backyard we imagine opposition will grow.’ 0
Watch Global TV coverage of the Burnaby protest:
http://wildernesscommittee.org/video/2011_08_global_tv_news_story
_solidarity_the_white_house_protestors.

www.islandtides.com

New look at jails
BARRy MAThiAs

O

ur present jail system does not work. Mr Harper
wants to ‘get tough on crime’, which simply means
building more jails as a preparation for adopting
the American system. In other words, he will privatize them.
The USA has the largest number of prisoners per capita
in the developed world, yet has not decreased its crime rate.
The building, staffing, supplying and maintaining of its jails
is very big business in America, in spite of its obvious failure.
The cost to society is huge and ongoing.
I would propose that only violent people go to jail. All
others would have a custodial sentence in dollars, not in
years, and would spend their time in supervised work
camps. An example would be a man who might have been
sentenced to three years in jail could, instead, be sentenced
to earn $9,000 in a work camp. He would be paid a fixed
rate that would decrease his debt each week until he had
reached his $9,000 penalty. Upon completion of his time,
one third of his earnings would go to the victim/s of his
JAILS, please turn to page 7
crime, one third would go

Club leads gas station boycott
Mike Bell, co-chair of the Sierra Club Comox Valley,
announced that the club will be promoting a boycott of the
Gas-N-Go station on the Dyke Road. The August 23
announcement coincides with the start of construction of
the station.
‘The reason for the boycott is simple,’ said Bell. ‘Gasoline
and petroleum products are highly toxic. This is an
ecologically sensitive area, in a Canadian Important Bird
Area, only a few meters from salmon spawning channels,
on a narrow road with a high density traffic flow. If we can
reduce the sale of gas we can reduce the number of small
on-site spills, many of which, over time, will likely make
their way into the estuary.
‘With fewer gas sales we can also reduce the number of
petroleum tanker trucks entering or exiting the site through
long lines of traffic. The April 2011 spill of the fuel tanker
truck on the Malahat and the destruction of the chum
salmon run is a constant reminder of what can happen
when gasoline spills into a nearby body of water.’
The Club will be providing ‘No Gas on the Dyke’ lawn
and window signs, available for a small donation. In
addition there will be weekly sign-waving demonstrations
throughout the community. The club is also developing a
video that will be available on their website and You Tube,
and the club’s Facebook site will have regular updates.
‘We are also instituting a ‘Gas-N-Go Watch’ along the
lines of the Neighbourhood Watch Program,’ said Bell. ‘We
are inviting the public to report to us every spill, every
accident or fender-bender, every close call for pedestrians
or cyclists, every incident of late-night teenage drinking
parties near the site. We will document these and report
them to the appropriate authorities.’
The Sierra Club has lots of company in promoting the
boycott: the Comox Valley Environmental Council,
representing 18 environmental groups in the valley, has
publically urged people not to patronize businesses on the
Dyke Road, like Gas-N-Go, that are a danger to the
environment.
‘We have nothing personal against Mr Procter,’ Bell said.
‘This is just the wrong place for a gas station. We invite
everyone to join us in this boycott.’ 0

MINING from page 3

Garcia had actively encouraged foreign-financed mining
development in Peru, and was reported to place little weight
on the opinions of local authorities or communities.
Humana, on the other hand, had promised to give
consideration to local opinion before granting mining
licenses. He also faces the difficult task of redistributing
wealth to communities, while still ‘maintaining the
confidence’ of international investors.

Proposed Coalmine At Fanny Bay
Back home on Vancouver Island, some 1,500 attended
public meetings in Union Bay, Courtenay, and Port Alberni,
with an overwhelming majority expressing their opposition
to the Raven Underground Coal Project (see also ‘What’s
On?’ September 23, above).
The comment period for an Environmental Review of
the proposed coalmine closed on June 30. More than 2,800
submissions were received about the terms of reference for
the environmental review of Vancouver-based Compliance
Energy’s proposal to establish a coalmine in the hills above
Fanny Bay.
Concerns include: groundwater and surface water
contamination; contamination of Baynes Sound and its
significant shellfish industry, Comox Harbour, and the
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‘What’s On?’
Thurs—Sun, Sept 8—11

Salt Spring PRIDE 2011—SEPT 8: Film night & panel
discussion on gay rights, Mistaken Identity Vineyards,
7pm; SEPT 9: Ze Cabaret: Drag, Burlesque Cabaret &
Costume Dance Party, Fulford Hall, 7:30pm, $25; SEPT 10:
Parade noon, meet at Mahon Hall 11am; PRIDE in the Park
1-4pm Centennial Park; Dance at Barb’s Buns, 8pm; SEPT
11: Golf Tournament, Blackburn Meadows, 10am, $35;
Unitarian Service, 379 Lower Ganges Rd, 11am; Potluck
Picnic, Ruckle Park Site#3, 12-4pm • Info: www.glossi.org
• ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Fri & Sat, September 9 & 17

Pender Film Group Screenings—SEPT 9: Hanna
(2011) A 16-year-old raised to be an assassin is sent on a
dangerous mission across Europe; with Cate Blanchett &
Eric Bana • SEPT 17: Jane Eyre (2011) A mousy governess
who softens the heart of her employer discovers he’s hiding
a terrible secret • 7:30pm • Community Hall • By donation
• Info: www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND

Sunday September 11

Gary Fjellgaard with Saskia & Darrel—award
winning singer–songwriter Gary
Fjellgaard delights audiences
with his masterful acoustic
guitar, gentle vocals, riveting
yodeling and tales of his life •
Pender Islands Community Hall
• 7:30pm • Tickets: $20 @
Medicine
Beach
Market,
Talisman Books and Southridge
Country
Store
•
Info:
250-629-3669,
www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND

I

Vancouver Island & All The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT: $33.60, with image $39.20 (max 45 words)
MuLTI-VENuE: $44.80, with image $50.04 (max 70 words)
Call 250.629.3660 • Email islandtides@islandtides.com

September 13—29

BC Cancer Agency’s Screening Mammography
Mobile Service coming soon • PENDER: September 1316; SAlT SPRING: September 19-29 • Women ages 40-79
take advantage of this life-saving service by booking an
appointment, call: 1-800-663-9203 • Info: www.smpbc.ca
• ON PENDER & SALT SPRING ISLANDS

Friday, September 16

1st Mayne Island Speakers Series—Dr John O’Brian,
UBC Art History professor speaks on ‘Radioactive
postcards & the atomic era: How
did postcards produced during
the Cold War create a public
image of THE BOMB and nuclear
power?’ • Agricultural Hall •
7:30pm, informal discussion &
refreshments after • By donation
• Info: Mary Crumblehulme 250539-3027, Brenda Webster 250539-3574 • ON MAYNE ISLAND

September 16—18

Classes & Workshops with Chanchal Cabrera,
MSc—Finding Balance in a Busy World: ‘Adrenal health
and stress management with natural medicines’ • Innisfree
Farm • Info: www.chanchalcabrera.com, 250-336-8767 •
IN COURTENAY

Friday, September 23

Council of Canadians Chairperson Maude Barlow
and lawyer leo McGrady will speak about the proposed
Raven Coalmine • Mark Isfeld High School • 7pm • Info:
www.coalwatch.ca, www.canadians.org • IN COURTENAY
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…get your event in the ‘What’s On?’ guide!

how do we value our ecosystem?

CAROLyN sTEwART

T

he Islands Trust Area, located between the mainland
of BC and southern Vancouver Island, is within the
Strait of Georgia Lowlands–one of 39 distinct
natural regions within Canada. This natural region is one of
the smallest in Canada and includes both ever-increasing
urban centres and ever-increasing numbers of ‘species at
risk’. Within BC’s ecosystem classification system, the
Islands Trust Area generally lies within the Coastal Douglas
fir zone—the rarest of 16 distinct provincial zones.
Many of the people who live in this region and who visit
the area know of the biological richness and the sensitive
nature of the ecosystems that exist here. They may not,
however, realize just how significant this area is within
Canada and within BC. The 2008 report ‘Taking Nature’s
Pulse: The Status of Biodiversity in British Columbia’ notes
that BC has a majority of the Coastal Douglas fir (CDF)
ecosystem that exists globally.
Andy MacKinnon, of the Ministry of Forests, noted in
2000 that unlike much forest land in BC, much of the CDF

zone is in private ownership. It is by far the most developed
ecological zone in BC, with the smallest area of remaining
old-growth forests. This ‘rainshadow forest’ on the edge of
the Salish Sea is even more endangered than the coastal
temperate forests.
How do the biodiversity and natural ecosystems serve
and support us? I think that many points raised in the book
‘Parks and Protected Areas in Canada Planning and
Management’ (2nd edition/editors Phil Dearden and Rick
Rollins) explain the values well.
We value the aesthetics of our ecosystems in the way
people value cultural institutions. In the way that art
galleries attract people to view the works of painters and
sculptures, the ecosystems of this area provide the works of
nature for all to enjoy. We value wildlife viewing (enjoying
the biological diversity) in the way some people value a zoo
or aquarium. In this region, we are able to enjoy seeing orca,
sea lions, seals, bald eagles, Great Blue heron and banana

Courtenay Estuary; earthquake and tsunami disaster
preparedness; impacts of truck transportation to Port
Alberni, and coal loading in Port Alberni itself; ongoing
GHG emissions, methane emissions from the mine (in
perpetuity); impacts from future expansion of the mine;
and, of course, the contribution to world GHG
concentrations of the eventual combustion of the coal
produced.

• What the proponent has drafted-not good enough.

Full Review Needed
However, from submissions that have been published, it
appears that the most frequent request was for a wider,
independent federal-provincial review panel with full public
hearings.
A document published by CoalWatch claims ‘one
hundred deficiencies’ in the original information
requirements and summarized the review draft as follows:
• The study area-not big enough.
• The proposed study fields-not inclusive enough.
• The topics to be considered-not wide enough.
• The monitoring suggestions-not extensive enough.
• The reassurances and safeguards ensuring
accountability-not reassuring enough.
• The recognition of what we have here in this region
(without the coal mine)-not there at all.

ECOSYSTEM, please turn to page 15

‘Mining Has To Happen In
Somebody’s Neighbourhood’
Essentially, the issue is whether an underground coalmine,
with coal washing, tailings piles, and large volume export
shipping, should be permitted in a primarily suburban and
rural area with a strong public interest in keeping it that
way; an area with established environmentally-dependent
industries; an area which emphasizes environmental
sustainability and quality of life, and does not anticipate
mining or heavy industrial development.
The regional plan vision statement for the Comox Valley
describes ‘a region of distinct, well-connected and welldesigned urban and rural communities with a high quality
of life, a vibrant, entrepreneurial local economy, and a
healthy and sustainable bioregion’. An industrial coalmine
is likely inconsistent with this and is expected by local
residents to severely damage the local quality of life.
However, Premier Christy Clark said recently in
Courtenay that coal mine development had to happen ‘in
someone’s neighbourhood’. (The reason the mine is
proposed for this particular location is not only that coal
exists under the ground, but that the land is privately
MINING, please turn to page 7

www.islandtides.com

saturna Notes

Page 6, ISLAND TIDES, Sept 8, 2011

Photo: Brian Haller

Punch Robson, seen here at last year’s Fall Fair, is one of Mayne Island’s original settlers.
Punch turned 90 on August 23. He was born on Mayne and developed Glenwood Farms with
his parents. He still resides on the farm, which is in the centre of the island. Two years ago,
a road which leads to a park trail bordering the farm was named ‘Punch’s Alley’ in his honour.

Islands Trust - Local Trustees
Notice of Nomination

I want to express my total satisfaction with
this August month of endless blue skies,
sunshine and sandals! I am loving every
minute of brilliant light and star-filled
nights. Swimming is occurring at all the
beaches! Children and adults are immersing
themselves readily and regularly in the
Salish Sea. It has been that wonderful a
summer that we have bathing suits drying
on the line.
All through this month of sunshine we
have had friends and family in various
combinations. It is divine for everyone to be
able use the indoors of our home and extend
easily outside for eating, playing and
working—any child lounging around too
much and getting whiney is tossed out to
chase a sheep, play badminton or find bugs
and kindling.
This is the first summer, having sold
Haggis Farm Bakery, we have been able to
go to the beach or on a long walk—whatever
the group decides we can be a part of. We
have had lots of help from grandchildren
doing chores around the house and ‘big’
help from adult children—work and play
mix well. Dinners have been for ten, amidst
great hilarity and storytelling. The kitchen
floor needs washing every day and the
dishes are a mountainous stack tackled by
many hands! It has been fun!
Now everyone is heading to home or
other destinations. What a marvelous

month packed with guests and family. By
Thursday all will be gone and home life will
softly settle in— people, quiet conversations
and shared laughter. Dinners will be simple
and I will jump back into community affairs.

Summer Wwoofers

For the last three weeks, happily mixed in
with guests, we have been fortunate to gain
the good company and help of two
‘Wwoofers,’ members of World Wide
Opportunities on Organic Farms, who work
20 hours a week on farms in exchange for
accommodation and meals.
Sam, from France, and Mogens, from
Germany, both 20-years-old with Canadian
working papers, are just about to enter into
serious education in their own countries,
and wanted a good solid adventure before
long-term responsibilities set in. They have
been in BC since early last winter and are
having a wonderful time working their way
around the province, sometimes working in
the same place, as at Haggis Farm.
Mogens’ family came to visit their son
and rented a recreational vehicle. Together
they toured BC and the Rockies just before
he came to Haggis Farm. The young men
love BC’s open spaces and scarcity of people
and the opportunity to learn many outdoor
skills. Mogens explained that Germany is a
third the size of BC with 80 million people
compared to our close to 5 million. Wild and
SATURNA, please turn to next page

Say goodbye to HST…in 2013

2011 General Local Election
Public Notice is hereby given to the electors of Galiano Island, Mayne Island, North Pender
Island, Salt Spring Island, Saturna Island and South Pender Island Local Trust Areas that
nominations for the office of Local Trustee will be received between: 9:00am, Tuesday,
October 4, 2011 and 4:00pm, Friday, October 14, 2011.
During that period, nomination documents shall only be received during regular office hours,
8:30am - 4:30pm, Monday – Friday excluding statutory holidays, by a person designated by the
Chief Election Officer at the Capital Regional District, Legislative Services Dept., 5th Floor,
625 Fisgard St., Victoria, B.C.
Should anyone wish to file nomination documents in other than office hours, arrangements
may be made by phoning the Chief Election Officer at 250.472.0059. Representation for the
Islands Trust will be as listed below and shall be for a 3-year term commencing December 2011
and terminating in 2014 after the election held in accordance with the legislation in the Local
Government Act (2014):
Galiano Island
Two Trustees
Mayne Island
Two Trustees
North Pender Island
Two Trustees
Salt Spring Island
Two Trustees
Saturna Island
Two Trustees
South Pender Island
Two Trustees
Candidates shall be nominated in writing by two duly qualified electors of the Local Trust
Area in which the candidate is running for office. The nomination documents shall be in the
form prescribed in the Local Government Act and shall state the name and residence of the
person nominated in such a manner as to sufficiently identify such candidate. The nomination
documents shall be subscribed to by the candidate. At the time of filing the nomination
documents, the candidate shall also file with the Chief Election Officer or a person designated
by the Chief Election Officer a written disclosure, as required under the Financial Disclosure Act.
Further information on the requirements and procedures for making a nomination and copies of
all forms are available at:
· Capital Regional District, Legislative Services Dept., 5th Floor, 625 Fisgard St., Victoria, BC
Tel: 250.360.3128 or toll free 1.800.663.4425, local 3128 for Gulf Island residents;
· Islands Trust, #200-1627 Fort St., Victoria, BC Tel: 250.405.5188;
· Islands Trust, #1-500 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, Tel: 250.537.9144;
· or by calling the Chief Election Officer at 250.472.0059.

54.73% of British Columbians voted to extinguish the Harmonized Sales
Tax and 45.27% voted to retain it.
The mail-in vote result, announced Friday, August 26, means that the Province will reinstate
the combined 7% PST and 5% GST tax system.
An action plan will guide the transition process and help ensure an effective and orderly
transition from the HST to the PST/GST system in BC, says Finance Minister Kevin Falcon.
The PST will be reinstated at 7% with all permanent PST exemptions. The Province may
make some common sense administrative improvements to streamline the PST.
The transition back to the old PST/GST system is expected to take at least 18 months.
During this time, the provincial portion of the HST will remain in place at 7%.
The HST Credit will still go to eligible low-income British Columbians until the PST is
re-implemented, at which time it will be replaced by the PST credit.
‘I can assure British Columbians PST will not be applied to such items as restaurant meals,
haircuts, bikes and gym memberships—just as it was before the HST was introduced in BC,’
said Minister Falcon.0
ElECToRAl DISTRICT
Yes Votes
Saanich North & the Islands
14,162
Saanich South
12,370
Juan de Fuca
12,600
Cowichan Valley
13,276
Nanaimo-North Cowichan
13,779
Nanaimo
11,661
Alberni-Pacific Rim
10,665
Parksville-Qualicum
13,933
Comox Valley
14,759
Powell River-Sunshine Coast
12,197
North Island
11,952

Yes %
51.35
52.52
62.50
55.55
60.83
55.16
63.9
51.57
53.45
58.24
57.97

Dated this 4th day of September, 2011
Thomas F. Moore,
Chief Election Officer
The following constitutes the designated Island Local Trust Areas for the purpose of electing
local trustees to the Islands Trust:
Galiano Island Local Trust Area - Galiano, Ballingall, Charles, Gossip, Julia, Lion Islets, Parker,
Retreat, Sphinx, Wise, Lot 145 Whaler Bay.
Mayne Island Local Trust Area - Mayne, Curlew, Georgeson
North Pender Local Trust Area - North Pender, Boat Islet, Fane, Roe Islet, Lot 31 A & B Colston
Cove, Lot 50 Grimmer Bay, Lot 176 Otter Bay, Lot 32 Bedwell Harbour, Arbutus, Brethour, Chads,
Coal, Comet, D’Arcy, Forrest, Gooch, Goudge, Hood, Imrie, James, Knapp, Portland, Pym, Rubly,
Rum, Sidney, Tortoise Islets.
Salt Spring Island Local Trust Area - Salt Spring, Acland, Bright, Buriel Islet, Channel, Deadman,
Goat, Grace, Hall, Hawkins, Idol, Isabella, Jackscrew, Mowgli, Norway, Piers, Prevost, Red Islets,
Russell, Secretary, Secret, Sisters - First, Second, Third, Wallace, Lot 73 Long Harbour, Lot 349
Ganges Harbour, Lot 222 Long Harbour, Lot 344 Stuart Channel.
Saturna Island Local Trust Area - Saturna, Anniversary, Belle Chain Islets, Cabbage, Java Islets,
King Islets, Lizard, Pine, Samuel, Trevor Islet, Tumbo, Lot 65 East of Samuel.
South Pender Local Trust Area - South Pender, Blunden Islet, Skull Islet.

No Votes
13,419
11,183
7,559
10,623
8,871
9,478
6,024
13,086
12,853
8,745
8,666

No %
48.65
47.48
37.50
44.45
39.17
44.84
36.10
48.43
46.55
41.76
42.03

Total
Valid Votes
27,581
23,553
20,159
23,899
22,650
21,139
16,689
27,019
27,612
20,942
20,618

GALIANO ISLAND
LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE

This notice is being published in this newspaper as a convenience only and not in
accordance with the legal requirements pursuant to the Local Government Act.
Visit our web site at: www.islandstrust.bc.ca

E-mail: information@islandstrust.bc.ca

GALIANO ISLAND OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN (OCP) REVIEW
PUBLIC HEARING
The Galiano Island Local Trust Committee (LTC) is holding a public hearing on amendments to
the the Galiano Island Ofﬁcial Community Plan Bylaw (OCP).
Over the past 2½ years the LTC has been reviewing the OCP and has received input from a
number of advisory groups, the public and various agencies on potential changes to the OCP.
The LTC has held a number of meetings to review input and to consider revisions to the OCP.
The LTC is now considering 14 bylaws which would amend the policy sections of the OCP and
development permit areas.
A Public Hearing on the proposed amendments will be held on:
• Sunday, September 11th at the South Community Hall starting at 12:30 p.m.
The purpose of the public hearing is to allow the public to make representations to the Local Trust
Committee respecting matters contained in the proposed bylaws.
Copies of the proposed amendments and a draft consolidation of the OCP, along with
background information, can be viewed at the Islands Trust web-site on the Galiano Island page:
www.islandstrust.bc.ca/ltc/gl.
For more information, please contact Islands Trust staff or the local trustees.
DATE:
LOCATION:
TIME:

www.islandtides.com

— PRisCiLLA EwBANK

Sunday, September 11, 2011
Galiano South Community Hall
141 Sturdies Bay Road, Galiano Island
12:30 PM

Building a trail network, 1 section at a time
BRENDA GuiLED
here is pent-up demand for more hiking and cycling
trails in our region, as shown by the 800 people who
showed up July 28 for the Kinsol Trestle opening.
Senior government representatives took a pass on
attending, only to realize on opening day that the parade
was way ahead of them. They have a chance to lead an even
bigger parade however, by getting behind the Salish Sea
Regional Trail Network, of which the Kinsol Trestle is part.
The 122-kilometre Cowichan Valley Trail section from
Shawnigan Lake to the town of Lake Cowichan is complete,
with only a short section to upgrade south of the trestle.
The CRD is pushing to connect its end of the Trans
Canada Trail to the south end of Shawnigan Lake. Various
interests and funding sources hope to finalize this by 2012.
This makes for fabulous out-and-back trips, or if going the
length of the trail, one can loop back to the start by car or
bus.
The real vision though is a trail for cycling or hiking safely
around an entire loop, including Salt Spring. The circuit
shown here was proposed in 2005 by CRD Parks & Trails.
For a couple years, capacity meetings were held on Salt
Spring. They were organized by many groups, including
CRD, SSI Parks & Recreation, the Trail & Nature Club, and
Island Pathways. The aim was to get a paved continuous
bike lane, the Salt Spring Bikeway, through the Island.
$50,000 seed money was allocated in early 2008 by CRD,
then the project fizzled.
Only a name remained: Salish Sea Regional Trail

T

SATURNA from previous page
wilderness do not exist in their countries and both are
exhilarated by nature and scarcely inconvenienced by snow,
mosquitoes, and the physical effort to get themselves deep
into such country.
These two lads came highly recommended by Chris
Czajkowski, author and creative settler extraordinaire, who
built her own house and tiny tourist business in the
northern Chilcotin at Nimpo Lake. They helped her brush
out trails, cook for tourists and build stone foundations,
ovens and stoves.
When we were just 30 we bought and created Haggis
Farm, built a barn, a house, sheepshed, had three children,
and worked for money doing whatever came our way. We
set in several hundred cedar posts for pasture, orchard,
home area, garden and chicken runs. Those fence posts—
like us—are showing signs of wear and disintegration! With
the added responsibility of two Island businesses we had
fallen behind in farm maintenance. Twenty-year-olds have
amazing physical stamina and these two have a great
goodwill and are daunted by nothing. We now have a giant
stack of posts ready to replace the rickety fences; what
pleasure this gives us to have the farm in tip-top shape
again!
SATURNA, please turn to page 12

MINING from page 5
owned, not Crown land; it was part of the E&N land grant.)
Clark also asked those opposed to the mine what they
actually stood for. She announced a $7.5 million
contribution to the upgrading of the E&N railway line.
Commenting on the mine proposal, she said that it could be
a ‘potential huge source of revenue’ for the railway. ‘There
are a lot of people on both sides of it,’ she continued.
Many local residents see this as a kind of threat: no coal,
no railway. (Others have said, ‘No railway, no coal.’ This
refers to an E&N rail alternative to the highway route to
tidewater at Port Alberni. It would require significant
investment to upgrade the line.)
It should be noted that the local K’omoks First Nation
also opposes the mine.

Canada’s CSR Guidelines
Canada has endorsed the International Finance
Corporation Performance Standards on Social and
Environmental Sustainability ‘for extractive projects with
potential adverse social and environmental impacts.’ The
D I S C O V E RY PA S S A G E S

G A R RY T H O M A S M O R S E

With breathtaking virtuosity, First Nations
poet Garry Thomas Morse sets out to recover
the appropriated, stolen, and scattered world
of his ancestral Kwakwaka’wakw people,
from Alert Bay to Quadra Island to Vancouver.

$17.95 | 128 pages | 978-0-88922-660-9
Available in the ferry giftshop, through your
local bookshop, or at www.talonbooks.com.

Talonbooks

Network. ‘Network’ because it has smaller loops within and
beyond it, up the Malahat for experienced cyclists and over
to Pender, Mayne, Saturna and Galiano Islands.
Now, there are serious stirrings to renew this vision.
Ganges is slated to have paved bike lanes in the next year or
so, but we need a concerted effort to finish the Salt Spring
section within a year or so after the Shawnigan Lake section
is complete.
All communities connected to this network will benefit.
It will help us improve our health and fitness, there will be
business and tourism opportunities along the route and
carbon-reduction targets will be closer.
What can you do to advance this movement before the
next generation of kids grows up? Let Minister of
Transportation, Blair Lekstrom, and your local MLA know
about it and that you’re keen.
Show them this map and say that we want them to lead
the parade opening Salt Spring’s new bikeway, to complete
the largest ring of the Salish Sea Regional Trail Network. 0
Ed’s Note: World Carfree Day is September 22.
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Map: Cloverpoint

Completing the Salt Spring section of the Salish Sea
Regional Trail would close the gap for walkers and cyclists.

JAILS from page 5

specialized work camps, for these people to receive the help
they are sadly lacking in the present system.
If rates of pay were equivalent to the basic rate in society,
it would be easier to establish government-run
organizations that would not compete unfairly in the
market. Those who refused to work conscientiously would
spend longer in the camps, and would only be released
when their debt had been repaid.
It will be argued that such an idea would be immensely
costly to introduce. I agree, but the present system is also
immensely costly, and is increasing each year. If Mr Harper
has his way, we will soon be paying hundreds of millions for
more jails, when we should be reducing their number. If we
began by establishing a small number of camps that would
take all of those who are recently convicted, it would be
possible to begin to reduce the number of overcrowded jails
at the same time. So, the cost of this new approach to
incarceration would not be excessive. However, the benefit
to society could be priceless.
This is merely an idea that I have painted with broad
brush strokes. It is the starting point for a discussion, and
its premise is that something new needs to be tried to
change the moribund attitudes that governments have
displayed for centuries regarding how to treat criminals. We
need to restore self-worth to first-time offenders, not
confine them to a life of boredom, drugs and an education
in crime.
Surely, in the twenty-first century we can take a fresh
look at the problem of crime and punishment, and not
continue a policy that does not work, merely because our
government is locked into the failed, but lucrative, jail
system practised in the USA. 0

standards cover the following issues:
• Integrated assessment and management systems to
ensure performance in environmental and social areas
throughout project life;
• Labour and working conditions;
• Community health, safety, and security;
• Land acquisition and involuntary resettlement;
• Pollution prevention and abatement (including
quantification of GHGs);
• Expanded social review, to include human rights;
• Broad community support;
• Community grievance mechanism;
• Conservation of biodiversity, including habitat
destruction and invasive alien species, and sustainable
resource management;
• Indigenous peoples; and
• Cultural heritage

were followed, the opinion of local authorities and their
communities should rank high on the list of considerations.
And Canadians might well expect that government
regulation would ensure that many of the environmental
and safety aspects of mining were adequately supervised.
However, a recent University of Victoria Environmental
Law Centre study found that the BC government’s
enforcement of both mining and environmental laws was
severely hampered by underfunding and understaffing, to
the extent that there were insufficient staff even to produce
an annual report on the government’s regulatory
[non]performance in this field!
And a full federal-provincial environmental review panel
could not necessarily be expected to rule on the adequacy
of the mine developer’s provisions for corporate social
responsibility (CSR), particularly if they might be the
deciding factor as to whether the mine goes ahead.
Finally, it seems unrealistic to expect that Premier Clark
would be prepared to cancel the mine’s license on the basis
of local objections, as president Alan Garcia did in Peru. 0

towards the cost of his accommodation, and the last third
would be his, to help him avoid having to resort to crime in
order to live.
The work camps would be graded as to the physical or
intelligence level of the prisoners. Young, fit individuals
would be given the chance to work in lumber camps, road
or building projects, or might take on the more demanding
aspects of farming. Those who were older, or lacked physical
ability would work with animals or in horticultural camps.
Some camps might focus on light engineering. The main
point would be that those found guilty of non-violent crimes
would be required to perform meaningful jobs, and would
have the opportunity to learn new trades and increase their
education.
Under the present system, it costs our society thousands
of dollars a year to incarcerate a person. Often our jails serve
merely as colleges for crime, where many are serving their
second, third or fourth sentences. Our present system
encourages recidivism, drug addiction and provides little
opportunity for first time criminals to change their lifestyle.
Many victims of crime are often ignored in the
complexities of our legal system, and it would seem
beneficial to them if criminals were compelled to repay
some, if not all, of the financial loss they have suffered.
A large proportion of those in jails have been convicted
of drug crimes. Work camps would allow them to renew
their health, have access to detox facilities and experience a
variety of meaningful occupations. Many prisoners suffer
from mental disorders, and prisons have become the new
alternatives for the psychiatric homes that recent
governments have closed. It would be possible, under

Can The Guidelines Work At Home?
These guidelines could logically be applied within Canada.
If these CSR guidelines for overseas mining development

WOODLAND
WIDEPLANK
FLOORING

Earth,
Wind &
Fire Salvage

Handcrafted for you
from BC woods…
naturally!
(800) 349-5252
www.woodlandflooring.com
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www.shorelinedesign.ca
www.islandtides.com

Page 8, ISLAND TIDES, Sept 8, 2011

Mayne island Fall Fair, August 20

Photos: Toby Snelgrove

saanich Fair was september 3–5
salt spring island’s Fall Fair is september 17–18

i s l a n d s Fa i r s & F i e s t a s!
www.islandtides.com
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Galiano Lions’ Fiesta, July 30

Photo: Henny Schnare

Pender islands Fall Fair, August 27
Photos: Christa Grace-Warrick

www.islandtides.com
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By–catch deprives bears
MisTy MACDuFFEE & ChRis GENOvALi

B

ritish Columbia’s coastal grizzly
bears often have a hard time
securing their life requisites, as
humans interfere with much of their day-today existence. Grizzlies face a myriad of
threats, from the degradation of their
habitat by industrial forestry, to their direct
killing via trophy hunting. They also face
fierce competition for their most important
food source, wild salmon, from commercial
and sport fisheries.
That competition may have gotten more
extreme this summer, as BC’s north coast
commercial salmon fishermen have
discarded over 20% (by weight) of their
catch, including 1.4 million pounds (636

metric tons) of chum salmon. Many of these
fish are from stocks that federal fisheries
scientists have described as ‘conservation
concern’. One-half of these chum discards
came from areas in and around the Great
Bear Rainforest.
Most of the discarded fish are not
expected to survive because salmon hauled
up in nets and onto decks need careful
handling to be released back to the water
unharmed. But in competitive fisheries with
short time-limits, careful release of
unwanted salmon puts fishermen at a
disadvantage. This disincentive means tens
of thousands of salmon die from stress and
injury, losing their one chance to spawn

Capital Regional District
Notice of Advance Voter Registration &
Availability of List of Registered Electors

Photo: Nathan deBruyn

Grizzly bears are an important part of the ecosystem; their scat disperses plant seeds, their
digging causes nitrogen cycling, and their salmon carcasses bring nutrients into the forest.
after returning from the Pacific Ocean.
There are several problems with fisheries
that discard ‘bycatch’ in the manner
described above. Initially, the abundance of
many stocks of chum salmon on the central
and north coast is too low to withstand
significant fishing pressure, so there is a

conservation concern for these stocks.
But secondly, the discarded chum
salmon could have fed bears, eagles, wolves,
and dozens of other wildlife species in our
coastal rivers. Specifically, there are growing
concerns over the impact that low salmon
abundance GRIZZLIES, please turn to page 13

Capital Regional District

2011 General Local Election
Public notice is hereby given that Advance Voter Registration closes on September 27, 2011
for Capital Regional District (CRD) Lists of Registered Electors for:
• Juan de Fuca Electoral Area
• Salt Spring Island Electoral Area
• Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area (Galiano, Mayne, North and South Pender, Saturna and
Piers Islands)
CRD Lists of Registered Electors are used for voting for Electoral Area Directors, referenda, School
District Trustees and Islands Trust Trustees in the CRD.
Elector Qualifications
Resident Elector - If you are 18 years or older on voting day (November 19, 2011), are a
Canadian Citizen, have resided in British Columbia for six months and in your community for
30 days (the residency qualifications are set out in the Local Government Act), you are entitled
to vote as a Resident Elector. Non-Resident Property Elector - If you are 18 years or older on
voting day (November 19, 2011), are a Canadian Citizen, have resided in British Columbia for
six months, have owned and held registered title to property within the boundaries of the local
community for 30 days, do not qualify as a Resident Elector, you may vote as a Non-Resident
Property Elector provided that you: a) have registered on or before September 27, 2011, or
b) register at the time of voting (note that Certificates to Register as a Non-Resident Property
Elector are no longer required).
The following information is required at the time of application:
• a recent land title registration of the real property (may be obtained at the Land Title Office)
or property tax notice, showing the names of all the registered owners,
• 2 pieces of identification (one must have a signature), and
• in the case of more than one owner of the property, a completed consent form, signed by the
majority of the owners, designating you as the person entitled to vote for the property.
Please Note:
• Only one Non-Resident Property Elector may vote per property regardless of the number of
owners.
• No corporation is entitled to be registered as an elector or have a representative registered as
an elector, and no corporation is entitled to vote.
• Individuals who are on title with corporations are not entitled to register or vote. Individuals
who own an undivided interest in land on which the balance is held by a corporation are not
entitled to vote.
You may register on voting day if you meet the elector qualifications set out above. For
information about registering as a Resident or Non-Resident Property Elector call 250.360.3129.
Port Renfrew and Gulf Island residents may call toll free, 1.800.663.4425, local 3129.
List of Registered Electors
The preliminary Lists of Registered Electors will be available, upon signature, for viewing at the
CRD offices listed below from 8:30am - 4:30pm, Monday – Friday, unless otherwise noted. You
may also call the offices to enquire whether your name is on a CRD List of Registered Electors:
• Legislative Services – 250.360.3129, 625 Fisgard St., Victoria, BC
• Juan de Fuca Electoral Area Planning & Building Inspection – 250.642.1500, #2 – 6868 West
Coast Rd., Sooke, BC
• Building Inspection – 250.629.3424, 4605 Bedwell Harbour Rd. (Driftwood Centre), North
Pender Island, BC (8:30am - Noon)
• Building Inspection – 250.537.2711, #206-118 Fulford Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, BC.
Following the close of Advance Voter Registration and beginning Tuesday, October 4, 2011,
until the close of general voting, a copy of the final Lists of Registered Electors will be available,
upon signature, for public inspection at the CRD offices listed above. An elector may request
that personal information respecting the elector be omitted from or obscured on the List in
accordance with S.63 (protection of privacy) of the Local Government Act.
Objection to Registration of an Elector
An objection to the registration of a person whose name appears on the List of Registered
Electors may be made to the CRD Corporate Officer, PO Box 1000, Victoria, BC, V8W 2S6, in
accordance with the Local Government Act, until 4:00pm on October 14, 2011. An objection
must be made in writing, may only be made by a person entitled to be registered as an elector
of the CRD, and can only be made on the basis that the person whose name appears has died
or is not qualified to be registered as an elector of the CRD.
This notice is being published in this newspaper as a convenience only and not in
accordance with the legal requirements pursuant to the Local Government Act.

Dated this 4th day of September, 2011
Thomas F. Moore
Chief Election Officer
www.islandtides.com

Notice of Application to Volunteer as a Scrutineer &
Advance Voter Registration

Galiano Island Community Use Building Referendum
Public notice is hereby given that the assent of the electors is required with regard to:
• Bylaw No. 3792, “Galiano Island Community Use Building Service Establishment Bylaw No. 2,
2011”; and
• Bylaw No. 3793, “Galiano Island Community Use Building Loan Authorization Bylaw No. 2,
2011”
Qualified electors of the Galiano Island Community Use Building Service Area within the
Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area in particular Galiano, Retreat, Wise, Parker and Gossip
Islands, will be asked to vote on the following question on Saturday, November 19, 2011:
Are you in favour of the Capital Regional District Board adopting both of the following bylaws:
a) Bylaw No. 3792, “Galiano Island Community Use Building Service Establishment Bylaw No.
2, 2011” authorizing the Capital Regional District to establish a service to provide a library,
community and local government use building and to raise a maximum annual requisition
of the greater of ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($100,100.00) or
$0.165 per ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($1,000.00) of taxable land and improvements for the
purpose of funding the capital and operating costs of the service; and
b) Bylaw No. 3793, “Galiano Island Community Use Building Loan Authorization Bylaw No. 2,
2011” authorizing the Capital Regional District to borrow an amount not to exceed SEVEN
HUNDRED THIRTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ($730,000.00) for the purpose of paying the net
costs of planning, designing, constructing and equipping a new library, community and local
government use building on Galiano Island.
YES or NO?
Scrutineers
Applications to act as a scrutineer for those organizations for and against Bylaw Nos. 3792 and
3793 shall be received at the offices of the Capital Regional District (CRD), PO Box 1000, 625
Fisgard Street, Victoria, BC V8W 2S6 between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm from Tuesday, October 4,
2011 until Friday, October 14, 2011. Application forms and information on the requirements
and procedures for making an application are available at the CRD by telephoning toll free
1.800.663.4425 local 3129 or 250.360.3129 or at the address noted above.
List of Registered Electors
Beginning Tuesday, October 4, 2011 until Friday, November 18, 2011 a copy of the List of
Registered Electors for Galiano Island will be available, upon signature, for public inspection at
the CRD office listed below, between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm, Monday to Friday. You may also
call to enquire whether your name is on the List: CRD Legislative Services Dept., 5th Floor, 625
Fisgard Street, Victoria, BC, Telephone Toll Free 1.800.663.4425 local 3129 or 250.360.3129.
Notice of Advance Voter Registration
Advance Voter Registration closes on Tuesday, September 27, 2011 for the List of Registered
Electors for Galiano Island. Voter qualifications are set out below. You may also register on
voting day if you meet these qualifications: You are entitled to vote as a Resident Elector or
Non-Resident Property Elector if you: are 18 years or older on voting day (November 19, 2011),
are a Canadian Citizen, have resided in British Columbia for six months, and either:
• have resided in the Galiano Island Community Use Building Service Area for 30 days; (If
registering as a Resident Elector on voting day, you must provide two documents proving
identity and residency, one of which must have a signature); OR
• have owned and held registered title to property within the boundaries of the Galiano Island
Community Use Building Service Area for 30 days and do not qualify as a Resident Elector. If
registering as a Non-Resident Property Elector on voting day, you must provide the following
information:
• a recent land title registration of the real property or a property tax notice, which will
show the names of all the registered owners; and
• 2 pieces of identification (one of which must have a signature), and
• in the case of more than one owner of the property, a completed consent form signed by
the majority of the owners designating you as the person entitled to vote for the property
For more information about registering as a Resident Elector or a Non-Resident Property Elector,
call Toll Free 1.800.663.4425 local 3129 or 250.360.3129.
This notice is being published in this newspaper as a convenience only and not in
accordance with the legal requirements pursuant to the Local Government Act.

Dated this 4th day of September, 2011
Thomas F. Moore
Chief Election Officer

The Minus Touch

Y

— COMMENTARy By PATRiCK BROwN
ears ago, BCFerries told us to ‘follow creation was, in itself, an act of long term
Financial Chaos

the birds to Victoria’. Now those
seagulls have come home to roost.
BCFerries is the next piece of our essential
public infrastructure to fail privatization.
Throughout the world, the organs of
capitalism have trumpeted the virtues of
privatizing government functions. The
government’s monopoly power to set prices
without concern for competition is highly
valued, and enables handsome returns to be
guaranteed to private investors, without risk
on their part. For governments, it offers a
tempting way to take credit for essential
works without borrowing, added taxation, or
accountability.
Everything King Midas touched, you may
recall, turned to gold. Unfortunately, BC had
Premier Minus.

Privatization in BC
The current provincial government, in
power since 2001, has pursued privatization
of its public services with ill-considered
enthusiasm. First it was BC Rail, ‘sold’ to CN
in a transaction which remains surrounded
by thick clouds of suspicion. This has been
followed by BChydro: too big to be
swallowed whole, it has been contracted out
in piecemeal fashion, leaving it with billions
of dollars in future obligations to private
corporations. Highways and bridges in BC
continue to be built through what is termed
a ‘public-private partnership’, in which the
government guarantees that the private
partner will enjoy a perpetual monopoly and
handsome returns on its investment.
BC Ferries, unable to attract a buyer, was
transformed in 2003 by the Coastal Ferries
Act into a government-owned private
corporation. It, too, is a monopoly. The Ferry
Commission, mandated to ensure its
financial soundness, guarantees its pricing
power.
The entire structure—BC Ferries Services
Inc, the Ferry Authority, and the
Commission—was said to prevent ‘political
interference’ with the ferry service. But its

political interference, together with dollops
of deception and/or incompetence.

BCFS Set Up to Fail

Traffic is down; fares are up; revenue is up,
but operating expenses are up more; debt is
maxed out. And debt interest and capital
amortization are up substantially. BC Ferries
Services only just made money last year; this
year, with traffic down even more, a loss of
$35 million is expected.
Clearly, the original business plan did not
anticipate that fares would have to be raised
so much that traffic would drop so
drastically. But then the original plan was
probably a prime example of spreadsheetitus. It stretched simple assumptions and the
resultant projections well beyond credibility.

It was, in fact, set up to fail. The business
plan was based on a December 2001 report
by Fred R Wright, CA, which anticipated fare
increases at 75% of the Consumer Price
Index (under 2%), operating cost increases
at 1.4% per year, fuel cost increases at 1% per
year, and traffic increases at 1.3% per year for
passengers, and 1.4% for vehicles.
Despite these optimistic assumptions, Mr
Wright clearly warned that the company
would not be able to finance the capital costs
of renewing the fleet and upgrading its
terminals.
The government plowed ahead
regardless, no doubt attracted by the Route 1: Tsawwassen–Swartz Bay
prospect of getting both ferry debt and ferry
Vehicles – almost the same volume
users off its back. But it also adopted the
Passengers – up 3.0%
concept of ‘user pay’ (another mainstay of
Tariff Revenue* - up 37.6%
privatization), guaranteeing that, if Mr
Fare levels – up 42%
Wright was wrong, ferry travelers would Route 5: Swartz Bay–Southern Gulf Islands
assume the burden.
Vehicles – down 3.2%
Wrong, Unfortunately
Passengers – down 5.3%
Tariff Revenue* - up 50%
He was wrong, and between 2003 and today
Fare levels – up 70%
travelers have assumed a crippling burden:
a 47% increase in fares on the main routes, Route 9: Tsawwassen–Southern Gulf Islands
and 80% on the minor routes (with higher
Vehicles – down 10.0%
increases on some fares).
Passengers – down 11.4%
Tariff Revenue* - up 45.1%
Mr Wright, of course, had projected fare
Fare levels – up 70%
increases at levels which were unlikely to
provoke customer reaction. But the Route 23: Campbell River–Quadra Island
Commission, following the government’s
Vehicles – down 13.4%
mandate, authorized fare increases far above
Passengers – down 10.1%
those levels.
Tariff Revenue* - up 65.0%
Ferry travelers did not immediately cut
Fare Levels – up 70%
back their travel plans in response. But year- * including social programs, in which the government
after-year of increases have resulted in pays the fares for seniors on weekdays, schoolkids, etc.
steady declines in ferry traffic. For the fiscal
This disease is not unusual.
year 2010-2011, estimates made in 2001
But what is hard to believe is that CEO
anticipated a BC Ferries total of 23,911,000 David Hahn and the management of
passengers and 9,028,000 vehicles; the BCFerries did not warn the BCFS Board of
actual numbers are 20,746,000 passengers Directors or the Ferry Commission that this
and 8,120,000 vehicles. Traffic hasn’t was happening; and that the Board of
grown; it is 10-15% less than forecast.

Four Ferry Routes: Comparing
2010/11 to 2003/04

Notice of Nomination

2011 General Local Election
Public Notice is hereby given to the electors of the Juan de Fuca, Salt Spring Island and
Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Areas in the Capital Regional District that nominations for the
office of Electoral Area Director will be received between 9:00am, Tuesday, October 4, 2011
and 4:00pm, Friday, October 14, 2011.
During that period the nomination documents shall only be received during regular office hours,
8:30am - 4:30pm, Monday – Friday, excluding statutory holidays, by a person designated by the
Chief Election Officer at the Capital Regional District, Legislative Services Dept., 5th Floor,
625 Fisgard St., Victoria, B.C. Should anyone wish to file nomination documents in other than
office hours, arrangements may be made by phoning the Chief Election Officer at 250.472.0059.
Representation for the Electoral Areas will be as listed below and shall be for a 3-year term
commencing December 2011 and terminating in 2014 after the election held in accordance
with the legislation in the Local Government Act (2014):
• Juan de Fuca Electoral Area
One Director
• Salt Spring Island Electoral Area
One Director
• Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area
One Director
(Galiano, Mayne, North Pender, Saturna, South Pender and Piers Islands)
Candidates shall be nominated in writing by two duly qualified electors of the Electoral Area
in which the candidate is running for office. The nomination documents shall be in the
form prescribed in the Local Government Act and shall state the name and residence of the
person nominated in such a manner as to sufficiently identify such candidate. The nomination
documents shall be subscribed to by the candidate. At the time of filing the nomination
documents, the candidate shall also file with the Chief Election Officer or a person designated
by the Chief Election Officer a written disclosure as required under the Financial Disclosure Act.
Further information on the requirements and procedures for making a nomination and copies of
all forms are available at:
• Capital Regional District, Legislative Services Dept., 625 Fisgard St., Victoria, B.C.
Tel: 250.360.3128, or toll free 1.800.663.4425, local 3128 for Port Renfrew and Gulf Island
residents;
• or by calling the Chief Election Officer at 250.472.0059.
This notice is being published in this newspaper as a convenience only and not in
accordance with the legal requirements pursuant to the Local Government Act.

Directors did not warn the BC Ferry
Authority (which represents the sole
shareholder, the government) and that the
BC Ferry Authority did not advise the
Minister of Transportation, and that the
Minister of Transportation did not advise the
cabinet, who did not advise the Premier, who
did not do anything about it. Or maybe they
did, but nothing was done.

Cutting Service
Mr Hahn says, ‘Who’s going to pay? These
problems can’t be resolved by the company
alone.’ He blamed everything except fare
increases. He now proposes to cut service.
In fact, the original business plan was a
ticking financial time bomb. It is becoming
a ticking political time bomb, just like BC’s
other privatizations.

A Very Private Company
Not very long ago, public anger and dismay
was raised at the revelations of the generous
salaries, bonuses, pensions, and other perks
paid to BCFerries’ top executives.
But these rewards were not so surprising;
they thought they were running a private
corporation, which would logically justify its
increased fares, and their increased pay, by
providing a more luxurious level of service,
or ‘experience’, complete with ‘branding’,
and marketing to hockey fans. And that sort
of stuff has to be paid for.
Nobody told them that the object of the
coastal ferry service was to provide, in the
words of the mandate of Washington State
Ferries, ‘to provide safe, reliable, and efficient
marine transportation for people and
goods…’ An additional hint: WSF’s vision
statement is: ‘to be the most efficient and
affordable, customer-focused ferry operator
in the world.’
Nobody told BCFerries. The politicians
never told them. Their various boards and
commissions
(appointed
by
the
government) didn’t tell them.
But now the customers have told them.
Maybe now we need the most basic kind of
political interference. Big time. 0

SCHOOL DISTRICT #64
(Gulf Islands)

Capital Regional District

Dated this 4th day of September, 2011
Thomas F. Moore
Chief Election Officer
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NOTICE OF NOMINATION
GENERAL LOCAL ELECTION 2011
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given to the electors of School District No. 64 (Gulf Islands)
that nominations for the ofﬁce of Trustee will be received at the ofﬁces of School District
No. 64 (Gulf Islands), 112 Rainbow Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C. between the hours of
9:00 A.M. on Tuesday, the fourth (4th) day of October 2011 and 4:00 P.M. on Friday,
the fourteenth (14th) day of October 2011 and during that period the nomination
documents shall only be received on regular ofﬁce days and hours. Should
anyone wish to ﬁle nomination documents in other than ofﬁce hours, arrangements
may be made by phoning the Chief Election Ofﬁcer at 250-472-0059.
Trustees will be elected for a three (3) year term commencing December 2011 and
terminating after the election held in 2014 in accordance with the legislation in the Local
Government Act (2014) as follows:
Galiano Island
Mayne Island
Pender Islands
Saturna Island
Salt Spring Island

One (1) Trustee
One (1) Trustee
One (1) Trustee
One (1) Trustee
Three (3) Trustees

The mode of nomination of candidates shall be as follows:
Candidates shall be nominated in writing by two duly qualiﬁed electors of School
District No. 64 (Gulf Islands). The nomination documents shall be in the form
prescribed in the Local Government Act and School Act and shall state the name
and residence of the person nominated in such a manner as to sufﬁciently identify
the candidate. The nomination documents shall be subscribed to by the candidate.
At the time of ﬁling the nomination documents, the candidate shall also ﬁle with the
Chief Election Ofﬁcer or a person designated by the Chief Election Ofﬁcer a written
disclosure, as required under the Financial Disclosure Act.
Copies of all forms are available at the Ofﬁces of School District No. 64 (Gulf Islands)
112 Rainbow Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C. or by phoning the Chief Election Ofﬁcer
at 250-472-0059.
Given under my hand at Victoria, B.C. this ﬁfth (5th) day of September, 2011.
Thomas F. Moore,
Chief Election Ofﬁcer

www.islandtides.com
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Round The Islands
Denman-Hornby
Ferry Route Closure &
open Houses
New ferry terminals will be built at Gravelly
Bay on Denman Island and Shingle Spit on Hornby Island, but the ferry
service must be interrupted for 16 days of construction starting October 23.
BCFerries is hosting open houses to provide information about the
improvements, the alternative service plan and to answer any questions.
The next events will be held at the Seniors Hall on Denman, September 29, 7-9pm; and
at New Horizons Centre on Hornby, September 28, 7-9pm.
During the route closure, a water taxi service mirroring the existing ferry schedule will
take foot-passengers from a temporary platform at the existing Denman terminal to Ford’s
Cove on Hornby. A tug-and-barge service will be available for commercial customers, who
will be required to reserve their desired sailing.

Gabriolans Get Their Ferry Back
Three generations of Galiano fire chiefs at the Fiesta: Chester Williams did the job for over 25
years; Bill Jones recently retired from his seven-year post; now Sean Luttmer leads the charge.

At the time of writing, the regular Gabriola-Nanaimo ferry service was on schedule to
re-open September 1. The Nanaimo Harbour terminal dock was under repair since August
12, when a concrete truck fell through the dock into the water.
No one was hurt in the incident, but travellers will no doubt be happy to have their
regular ferry and vehicles back en route!

ANNOUNCEMENT

Salt Spring To Hear Nikiforuk Speak on
‘Empire of the Beetle’

Photo: Henny Schnare

The BC Ferry Commissioner will hold public meetings in the Gulf Islands.
Salt Spring Island Thursday, September 15, 2:00 - 4:00 pm
Harbour House Hotel, 121 Upper Ganges Road
Galiano Island

Friday September 16, 10:00 - 11:30 am
Galiano Community Hall, 141 Sturdies Bay Road

Pender Island

Friday, September 16, 2:00 - 4:00 pm
Anglican Church Hall, 4703 Canal Road

Mayne Island

Saturday September 17, 2:00 - 4:00pm
Mayne Island Community Hall, Felix Jack Road

Saturna Island

Saturday October 1, 1:00 - 3:00 pm
Saturna Recreation and Cultural Centre, 104 Harris Road

Cortes Island

Monday September 26, 2:30 - 4:30 pm
Mansons Landing Community Hall

Quadra Island

Monday September 26, 7:00 - 9:00 pm
Quadra Community Center, 970 West Road

Hornby Island

Tuesday September 27, 10:30 am - 12:30 pm
Hornby Island Community Hall

Denman Island

Tuesday September 27, 3:00 - 4:30 pm
Denman Community Hall

Gabriola Island

Wednesday September 28, 9:30 - 11:30 am
Gabriola Golf Course

The Commission is appointed under the Coastal Ferry Act to regulate fares and service
levels of the ferry operator, BC Ferry Services Inc. on 25 saltwater routes. The
Commission is independent of both the provincial government and BC Ferries and is
presently conducting a review of the Coastal Ferry Act. Public input is invited.

www.islandtides.com

Since gaining national acclaim for ‘Tar Sands’, his stunning exposé of the environmental
and social impacts of the oil sands industry, Andrew Nikiforuk has spent years tracing the
amazing and terrifying confluence of events that led to an explosion of the Pine Beetle
population in North America’s forests.
The award-winning author and journalist will lead a public discussion in his trademark
tell-it-like-it-is, no-nonsense style. Combined with a presentation of images that must be
seen to be believed, participants are in for a memorable and stimulating evening at
ArtSpring, on September 21.

New Park Near Duncan:
Sansum Point Protected
The acquisition for Sansum Point near Duncan closed on August 31 and the 128-acre
property will now become parkland for current and future generations.
Over the past five months, The Land Conservancy and the Cowichan Land Trust, along
with the Cowichan Valley community, have done an amazing job of fundraising to protect
the coastal bluff and vulnerable Coastal Douglas fir ecosystem located on the Stoney Hill
Peninsula, valued at nearly $2 million.
Recent fundraisers by Wilderness Kayaking and Godfrey-Brownell Vineyards brought
in another $5,000 for the campaign and, with the support of the Duncan-Cowichan
Chamber of Commerce, businesses like Godfrey-Brownell have agreed to take Sansum
Point under its wing for the next year by hosting various fundraising events to keep the
cause top of mind in the community. 0

SATURNA from page 7
It is their great good nature and the fun
that they bring to learning skills and
accomplishing feats of strength in short
order that makes the situation work so well.
When I asked them what they thought
was the most valuable skill they had learned
in their BC experience, they both readily
agreed that they learned they can tackle
anything and figure it out and that the world
is a good place. Both have at one time or
another had to ask for lodging from
strangers and offered the work of their
hands in exchange for simple hospitality.
Each one stayed ‘too long’ at their first place,
they say, before they gained the confidence
they now have to come, do good and leave
for other adventures with different people
and places.
Sam and Mogens are generous with their
talents. Sam is a fabulous cook, full of fun
and creative, and Mogens is capable,
organized and an addition to any social
situation. Both have a ready grace with
people which has made them popular in our
family and with the community as a whole.
They are loving the gorgeous sandstone
rocks and sea around here and are out on
boats at any opportunity. The Free Store at
Recycling has amazed them—that you just
take something—and each restocked on a Tshirt and pair of jeans, as they carry
everything with them in their packs.
They have worked at the Saturna
Ecological Education Centre site for two
days and Sam worked at the local café with
Saturna’s favorite and much appreciated
chef, Hubertus Surm. All around the Island
they have made connections and plans with
community members young and old.
Many Island farm businesses have found

the WWOOF program to work well for
them. The exchange of food and shelter for
work is an ancient and time honoured trade.
The flexibility that this program allows is
that young people travel within their means
and actually share with other people in the
world, living, eating, playing and working
together.
Farmers say when they want people and
negotiate the hours—like working eight
hours one day and going on a picnic the
next. The program allows for time off which
many wwoofers use for exploring natural
surroundings and being with the families
that host them.
On Saturna Island, Breezy Bay Herbs has
used wwoofer help for about ten years.
Campbell’s Sheep Farm have been using the
work of wwoofers for six years, during
harvest and lambing time. Jacques and Jim
and Lorraine Campbell say that every one
who has come to visit them has brought
something interesting and personal to share
and that many lively and interesting
discussions and points of view have graced
their dining table. 0

Can we save ancient forests?

T

he Ancient Forest Alliance (AFA) is
marking the centennial of BC Parks
and Parks Canada with a campaign
highlighting logging of old-growth forest near
Pacific Rim National Park on Vancouver
Island. The organization is also showcasing an
idea for preservation.
‘Pacific Rim National Park Reserve is a very
narrow park just a couple kilometres wide.
Old-growth logging threatens the park’s
ecological integrity by silting up salmon
streams that run into the park, diminishing
the contiguous wildlife habitat, and
undermining the wilderness experience for
hikers who often hear the roar of chainsaws
through the narrow buffer of trees along the
trail,’ states Ken Wu, Ancient Forest Alliance
co-founder.
‘However, more importantly, the last
unprotected ancient forests in the Upper
Walbran Valley, Klanawa Valley and Gordon
River Valley where the Avatar Grove still
stands are literally the grandest forests left in
Canada. They must be protected, and we need

a forward thinking government to do so.’
Former Juan de Fuca MP Keith Martin
proposed to include within an expanded
Pacific Rim National Park Reserve the
adjacent old-growth forests of: Avatar Grove,
Red Creek Fir, San Juan Spruce, WalbranCarmanah Valleys, Klanawa Valley, the Juan
de Fuca Trail and adjacent lands, and
endangered ecosystems at Mary Hill and Race
Rocks .
‘Keith Martin had a visionary proposal to
expand Pacific Rim National Park Reserve to
enhance its ecological integrity and to protect
the adjacent old-growth forests on
southwestern Vancouver Island. I hope that
other politicians will rise to the challenge to
protect old-growth forests with the vision that
he set in motion,’ states TJ Watt, Ancient
Forest Alliance co-founder.
‘Future generations will look back at the
majority of BC’s politicians today who still
sanction the elimination of our last
endangered old-growth forests on Vancouver
Island, despite the second-growth alternative

GRIZZLIES from page 10

decline could mean fewer bears and less
resilient populations over time.
Bears also drive productivity within
coastal streams and forests by transferring
salmon carcasses from streams to the forest
floor. They are riparian gardeners;
providing nutrients and energy to streambank foodwebs, including insects, birds,
mammals and other fish.
In terms of nutrients, 335 metric tons of
discarded chum salmon translates to 9
metric tons of nitrogen and 1 metric ton of
phosphorous, 80% of which would have
been of delivered by bears to the forest.
The economic value of spawning salmon
is significant and undeniable. The rising
popularity of wildlife ecotourism suggests
that salmon may be worth more to coastal

has on coastal grizzlies, other wildlife that
rely on salmon, and the healthy functioning
of salmon-dependent ecosystems.
The massive amounts of nutrients and
energy that salmon bring back to BC’s
watersheds every year can be likened to the
wildebeest migrations of the Serengeti.
Similar to their African ungulate
counterparts, spawning salmon provide an
essential seasonal food to many species. For
coastal grizzlies, the health of individuals,
the number of cubs per female, and
population densities are all strongly related
to the consumption of salmon. Grizzlies
have smaller and less frequent litters in lean
times. Given that chum used to provide a
high percentage of salmon to these bears, its

Notice to the Public
Ferries
from BC Ferr
ies

ISLAND TIDES, Sept 8, 2011, Page 13

G20 and civil liberties—call for inquiry
In the wake of a recent Ontario lower court ruling that police caused escalating violence at
the G20 meetings in Toronto last summer, the Green Party of Canada is again calling for a
full public inquiry into the planning, security, and police conduct at the summit.
Ontario Court Justice Melvyn Green has ruled that police tactics used during the G20
protest risk the ‘criminalization of dissent.’ He commented that the peaceful protest was
disrupted in an aggressive manner by ‘zealous’ police officers.
Specifically referring to a demonstration at Queen Street and Spadina Avenue on June
26, Judge Green said, ‘The only organized or collective physical aggression at that location
that evening was perpetrated by police each time they advanced on demonstrators.’
‘It is very important to examine any erosion of civil liberties in Canada, said Green Leader
Elizabeth May. ‘Here we have a judge ruling that policing methods were inappropriate. We
know that an over-militarized approach to security only increases the risk of violence. A
public inquiry can help us learn the best way forward to balance the needs for freedom of
expression, protection of private and public property and security for officials.’ 0
for logging, and see them as lacking vision,
compassion, and a spine. We desperately need
more politicians with courage and wisdom to
step forward,’ says Watt.
Satellite photos show that about 75% of the
original, productive old-growth forests on

Vancouver Island have been logged, including
90% of the valley bottoms where the largest
trees grow and most biodiversity is found. On
southern Vancouver Island, south of Barkley
Sound, about 87% of the original, productive
old-growth forests have been logged. 0

economies alive than dead. Wildlife
ecotourism has grown impressively in the
past 20 years. The number of operations
bringing tourists to see BC’s coastal bears
has more than quadrupled since the 1990s
and local First Nations have been an
important component of this growth.
However, this promising economic activity
requires abundant salmon populations for
bears, bear–viewing and other wildlife
drawn to fall streams.
The UK–based Marine Stewardship
Council recently certified BC’s pink salmon
fisheries as ‘sustainable’, a designation
Raincoast Conservation Foundation
believes should be revoked if current fishing
practices are allowed to persist. However,
sustainable salmon fisheries are possible if
salmon management can be adjusted to

accommodate high value, selective fisheries
that consider the needs of the greater
ecosystem.
Changing the way we fish for salmon
could significantly reduce impacts to stocks
of concern, like chum salmon in the Great
Bear Rainforest. This could be achieved by
moving fisheries away from ‘mixed–stock’
areas where it is impossible to target strong
stocks while avoiding weak ones, by
employing proven selective fishing
techniques, and by transitioning to quota–
based (versus competitive) fisheries. In
many other BC fisheries all boats must have
on-board independent observers or video
cameras to monitor by-catch and
compliance with fishing regulations. The
sustainability of BC’s salmon fisheries would
benefit from similar measures. 0

Notice to Hornby Island and
Cortes
Cortes Island Travellers
Travellers
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ECOFIR FLOORING
ECOFIR
FLOORING
PREMIUM FLOORING FROM
THE GULF ISLANDS
PREMIUM FLOORING FROM THE GULF ISLANDS
PREMIUM WIDE PLANK VG

MIUMFIR
WIDE
PLANK
VG
FROM 100%
SALVAGED
FROM 100%
SALVAGED
OLD GROWTH
TIMBER
OLD GROWTH TIMBER
5” to 9” random widths
to 9” random widths.

250-539-3211

604-377-5385
604-377-5385
www.ecofir.com
www.ecofir.com

BARR

™

TUFFDOCK
MARINE PRODUCTS
RESID ENTIAL / COMM ERCIAL

POWER, LIGHTING & WATER SERVICE
PEDESTALS &
PILINGS
• Attractive
• Economical
• Durable
• Long-lasting
• PVC
Finally… a solar
powered dock light
that really works!

barrplastics.com
1-800-665-4499
ask your local dock contractor or call Barr plastics today!

IS YOUR

WELL WAtER
SAFE tO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

250-656-1334

fax: 250-656-0443 Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net
2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

Rainwater Harvesting Systems

Photo: Ellen Willingham

Catching invasive bullfrogs by lamplight on ponds at Pender’s golf course.
LAND ACT:
NOtICe OF INteNtION
tO AppLY FOr A
DIspOsItION OF
CrOWN LAND
Take notice that simon and
April Feng of richmond, bC,
intend to make application to
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations
(MFLNRO), West Coast Service
Centre for a Speciﬁc Permission
for Private Moorage situated on
Provincial Crown land located at
Welbury bay / Vicinity of
Ganges Harbour.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #1413655.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Ministry of Natural Resource
Operations at 142 - 2080
Labieux Rd, Nanaimo, BC, V9T
6J9,
or
emailed
to:
A u t h o r i z i n g A g e n c y.
N a n a i m o @ g o v. b c . c a .
Comments will be received by
MFLNRO
until
October
21/2011. MFLNRO may not be
able to consider comments
received after this date.
Please visit our website:
w w w . a r f d . g o v. b c . c a /
ApplicationPosting/index.jsp
for more information.
Be advised that any response to
this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor.

Advertisement Map

North
Saltspring
Island

Long
Harbour

A B O V E & B E L O W G RO U ND A P PL I C A T I O N S
FEATURING

Ganges
Harbour

world leading
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Application Area
Fronting Lot B, Plan 30551

Bullfrogs

beware, the
frogmen cometh!
KELLy LEROux & KAThy PyE

D

arkness is near at the Pender Island
The mesmerized frogs are approached,
Golf Course. Fifteen people have stunned by the electro-frogger, netted and
gathered to see how the ‘frogmen’ placed in a bucket. Long after most of the
catch their prey.
crowd has gone home to bed, Stan’s team
Biologist Stan Orchard and his assistant and a few hardy volunteers work until 3am.
haul out their electro-frogger, bright lights,
This is the second night of work by this
chest-waders and inflatable boat. Lively team. In the end, 125 bullfrogs will have
discussions, questions and answers swirl been captured, frozen and prepared for
before everyone heads to the first pond to dissection and study. From Orchard’s
watch the battle against Rana (Lithobates) preliminary report comes this quote, ‘Of
catesbeiana—the American Bullfrog!
note is the fact that included amongst the
The crowd learns of the frog’s voracious mature females was the largest bullfrog that
appetite for almost anything it
we have ever collected, with a
can fit into its large mouth. This The basso profundo, body length of 204.2 mm. With
includes native species such as low-register mating her legs stretched out she was
the Painted Turtle (a red-listed calls of the adult males over 18 inches long.’
species), Red-legged and Pacific are unmistakable.
The eradication process has
Chorus Frogs, snakes, ducklings
only just begun; the Farmers’
and other small birds, and all manner of Institute and PICA are committed to raising
fish, small mammals, and virtually every the funds required for the two-to four-year
aquatic and terrestrial invertebrate process of reducing the bullfrog population
imaginable.
to a manageable level, if not outright
It is also cannibalistic. With few natural eradication. This will depend on local
enemies on the Island apart from, possibly, cooperation and fundraising efforts.
the occasional mink or otter, its population
The cost per night for the frog team is
has been increasing dramatically.
$600, plus transportation, meals and
As it is one of the 100 Worst Alien accommodation. As bullfrog numbers
Invasive Species in the World, Pender’s diminish, initially through the work of
farmers’ institute, conservancy, and professionals, it is then hoped that local
concerned residents have begun a control volunteers will continue the process.
program.
For information, and to donate,
…It’s now dark. The basso profundo, volunteer or report frog sightings and
low-register mating calls of the adult males captures, please call the Pender Island
are unmistakable.
Farmers’ Institute (Dianne Allison at 250On the pond, armed with powerful 629-3372 or Margaret Alpen at 250-539searchlights, the team is scanning the shore 0848). Also see www.bullfrogcontrol.com
for pairs of glittering eyes, which catch and for more detailed information. 0
reflect the beams of light.

Book Your Winterization Soon
Don’t be left out in the cold!
NEW!

10% oﬀ if you book by September 30

Round & Traditional Pre-crafted Home Packages

Visit an Island Show Home!

mandalaHOMES
EnerGuide Assessed
Join us: www.facebook.com/mandalahomes

Wholesale Distributors to Contractors & DIY’s for over 40 years
DEALER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE

www.islandtides.com

www.seapower.ca

250-656-4341

www.mandalahomes.com
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AUTOMOTIVE

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

MARINE
MOORINGS

Dave’s Drilling
& Blasting

short & long term

Chris West
Dive Services
250-888-7199
250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net

Dave
250-537-7481
Callum 250-538-8640

unlimited mileage
on the Islands

WAHL MARINE LTD.

RentAls
.com

Close to
sidney & Victoria,
Ferries & Airport
Pick-ups arranged

seniors’ specials

Book with the best!
Mention this ad for discount

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788

FREE!

Scrap Car, truck,
Bus & Equipment
REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!
Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up
also available
Gulf Islands • Victoria
Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

•INSTALLED •SERVICED
•MAINTAINED

250-474-7325
CUSTOM HOMES - RENOVATIONS - CABINS

LIGHTDANCE HOME DESIGN
250 537 0755
www.lightdancedesign.com

135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

20+ years experience
Metal roofs & torch-on

250-388-2712
Bulk Water Delivery
www.H2oonthego.ca
• CRD approved drinking water
• pool ﬁlling • dust control
• street ﬂushing • ﬁlm industry
• 3000 gallon tankers

Excellent references.
BBB, Licensed, Insured,
WCB, Visa, M/C.

www.soarecontracting.com

HAVE BOAT • WILL TRAVEL

GsA

Auto

Besley

rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885

• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings
• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker

250-537-9710

www.flynn.ca
250-652-0599
- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing
- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

Advisory services for
Water Wells
Aquifers
Groundwater

250.658.1701
www.hy-geo.com
information@hy-geo.com

www.islandmarine.ca

SEE YOuR AD HERE
FOR AS LITTLE AS

$20/WEEK!
ASK US HOW
250-629-3660

CYCLING
Unmatched
Power
11% Grades at 30km/hr
Custom
Electrically-Assisted
Bikes & trikes
Louis Vallee

250-539-5317

FOR SALE
What do you want to sell? For $16.80
your listing will be in Island mailboxes,
on the ferries and in freeboxes—18,000
copies this edition! Send your ad copy
today to: islandtides@islandtides.com.

MEETINGS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands).
A regular meeting of the Board
of School Trustees will be held
at School Board Office, 112 Rainbow
Road,
Salt
Spring
Island,
Wednesday, September 14, 2011
commencing at 1pm. To view the
agenda for this
meeting:
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html
Public Welcome!

HELP WANTED
Pender Sushi on Pender Island seeks
fulltime Japanese cook. Must have
completed secondary school and 3 or
more years experience cooking,
be fluent in Korean and read English.
$17-19/hour, 40 hours/week. Contact:
ko79911@hotmail.com or 250-629-6263

Jump Start
Your Fall!
Advertise!

Hear the Cohen Inquiry from home
The Cohen Commission is looking at the impact salmon farms are having on wild
salmon, and for the first time the public can listen to the proceedings in real time
online.
The Wilderness Committee has partnered with the online news-site, rabble.ca,
to set up a live-audio streaming of the ongoing inquiry. The live-feed can be accessed
at the rabbletv page: http://rabble.ca/rabbletv.
‘There is a huge amount of interest about what is happening to wild salmon, and
what is going on in the Cohen inquiry,’ said Tria Donaldson, Pacific Coast
campaigner for the Wilderness Committee and a contributing writer with rabble.ca.
‘Now people all over the country can tune in and hear for themselves what evidence
is being submitted.’
The Cohen hearings, currently taking place in Vancouver, have been
investigating different factors that may be contributing to the decline of the Fraser
sockeye for over a year.
The aquaculture portion of the hearings finished September 8, preceded by
testimonies exploring the role of fish farming in the decline of the Fraser sockeye.
Federal fisheries scientist Dr Kristi Miller identified a parvovirus which could be a
major factor to the Fraser River sockeye collapse.
‘We hope that having this livestream available will focus more attention on these
important proceedings, because so many people in Canada care about our iconic
wild salmon,’ said Donaldson.
Evidentiary hearings continue throughout September, and will focus primarily
on cumulative impact assessment and DFO priorities. 0

MOVED
HOMES

Design & Build

Renovations & Additions
Foundations & Framing
Siding & Roofing
Finishing
Decks & Fences
Timberworks & Arbors
25 years experience
Licensed & Insured
Call Ron for free estimate

Hy-Geo Consulting
On Time & On Budget

“We don’t stand
behind our work,
we stand behind a tree.”

BE BOLD - GO GREEN
Character, Custom &
Contemporary Buildings

40+ buildings to
choose from
www.nickelbros.com

1-866-606-2237

Ship to Shore
Tree Services

• WAter Wells
• HYdroFrActurIng
to Improve Well YIelds

• drIllIng For geosource

1-800-746-7444
250-537-8456
www.drillwell.com
drill@drillwell.com
An Island Family Business for 46
Years!

RETIREMENT

Heritage Place

FOR SENIORS

EXTRAORDINARY
Food
People
Experience

island to island arborist
topping • thinning •
lot clearing • pruning •
hazardous tree removal
30 years experience
insured

…deciding what comes
next just got easier…

250.537.8340
www.HeritagePlace.info

John Racine

250.668.2186

info@shiptoshore.ca

FOR RENT

E V A ES
E
NC
A
L ROOFING N

S. Pender Island. 1 bedroom plus
loft, 1 bathroom, woodstove &
electric heat, sunny location close to
beaches. Available immediately, long
term. n/s, n/p, references. $850/mo+
utilities. 604-879-9701

Ltd.

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028
Fax 250-383-2198

S tanding S eam
m etal R oofing

Your Island ContraCtor for
QualItY HeatIng sYstems!
€ Heat Pumps (Air & Geo)
€ Radiant Floor Systems
€ Heat Recovery Ventilators
€ Sheet Metal & Ductwork
€ Refrigeration & A/C
€ Service & Repair

f oR W ateR
C olleCtion S yStemS

Call 250-653-9378 for appt.
www.outerlimitssheetmetal.ca
outerlimitssheetmetal@gmail.com

Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

ALSO
tORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE

ECOSYSTEM from page 5
slugs, all in their natural habitat.
For some, the spiritual aspect of nature is
valued like a church, temple or mosque. Wilder
spaces can provide a connection to something
greater than ourselves and can reconnect us to
the philosophy of interconnectedness.
Many derive their income, or part of it, from
the maintenance and use of these ecosystems—
through tourism, protected areas, or the sale of
foods and art derived from or inspired by the
region’s biodiversity.
We also value ecosystems for their untold
numbers of health services. They have provided
First Nations people with medicines for years.
They provide respite from the chaos of day-today life.
Forests provide a major carbon ‘sink’ where
carbon dioxide is taken in from the atmosphere
and stored—of particular benefit as we grapple
with climate change.
We value ecosystems as outdoor laboratories,
used by scientists to unravel the mysteries of
nature and as classrooms for educating all of us,
young and old. We can study and restore areas,

Saturna Island. Wilderness at your
doorstep. Two separate houses for
long term: a 2-bedroom and a 3bedroom. Gas fireplaces, decks, 5
appliances, 2km to ferry. $800 and
$850/mo, plus utilities, n/s,
references. 250-539-2975

fer nhill
centre
Commercial space
available for rent at the
Fernhill Centre, Mayne
Island. Suitable for
business or studio.
Contact: 604-221-6247

we can learn about and appreciate our
surroundings.

Fragmentation
We need to bank this ecological capital. Just 11
years ago, the World Conservation Union
reported that more than 11,000 species of plants
and animals are threatened, facing a high risk of
extinction in the near future.
Although some of the values noted above are
protected, in part, through parks and nature
reserves, it is easy for ecosystems to be become
so fragmented that they no longer have the
capacity to support the biodiversity of species
that currently exist. If we are not careful and
thoughtful with our human undertakings we can
impact our ecological capital without realizing it.
We all need to do our part to protect the
ecosystems and biodiversity on our lands and in
our common waters. In my opinion, Taking
Nature’s Pulse summarized it well in suggesting
that, by working together we can help ensure
this small part of BC continues to be a
spectacular place with healthy, natural and
diverse ecosystems that help sustain and enrich
us all. 0
www.islandtides.com
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Mount Baker makes a glorious backdrop for a herd of seals lounging on the Belle Chain Islets.

september Garden Calendar
What pleasure can match this? My grass, trees,
flowers, fruits, vegetables, pigs, ducks and chickens
all come to maturity. There is such a rich variety
and abundance I need depend on nothing from
outside. My pleasure is such that I would not
change places with a lord.
—Wang Zhi, 1379-1462

T

he best time to landscape or make those big changes
to a garden is when it is dry. That time is now. In the
Islands of the Salish Sea, September is the closest we
come to a dormant season. Construction jobs can happen
any time but so many plants and trees germinate and
develop roots in the wet season of winter and will certainly
resent any interference in spring or early summer, it leaves
only a few precious weeks of cooler, dry weather before the
winter rains begin.
Each year at this time I make a small effort to improve
the native grasses that fill the void between the forest and
what I like to call a garden. In addition to four or five native
grasses there are a number of wildflowers I like to encourage
such as clover, daisy, self-heal and chicory. Then there are
the invasive species: nettles, dandelions, broom and thistle.
My principle is simple, keep the grass cut to interrupt the
taller weeds, and dig out a few of the really noxious roots as
time permits. And at this season I cut the grass short, rub
in a little topsoil or peat-moss and a slow release fertilizer
with the back of a rake, then over-sow with a fescue.
Fescues are those short, fine-leaved grasses that grow on
the drier slopes; they do not require cutting or watering and
will slowly crowd out many of the broad-leaved weeds.
Sown in September, fescues and other grasses will
germinate after the first decent rain when the ground is still
warm, develop into small sturdy plants and over-winter
ready to give your ‘lawn’ that brilliant green glow in March
and April. And for the ambitious; a small patch of cleared
ground sown with fescue and clover at this season will
provide a tough, soft green carpet for the grandchildren to
play on next summer.
Meanwhile, the flower garden can look so tatty these
days with dead flowers and shoots sprawling like old
laundry across the paths. The simplest remedy is a pair of
shears and a bucket to haul the clippings over to the
compost pile. A number of perennials such as poppies will
be completely dormant now, ready to send up new shoots
in the wetter weather.
Speaking of compost: take a few minutes to turn your
pile over to aerate the lower layers and give the worms
something to play with. Failing a compost pile, this is the

perfect time to dig a trench for use next year. Over the
winter, you can slowly fill it with compostible material from
the garden, kitchen, the neighbour’s chicken house, or the
beach. Then with a light covering of top soil it becomes a
great bed for sweet peas, beans, dahlias—potatoes even.
Just for fun before you sow your winter greens, such as
lettuce, rapini, spinach, Asian salad greens, etc, plant a few
spring bulbs first. Choose a sunny sheltered spot near the
house and you will have crisp salads through next April and
a splash of colour to set them off.
Also for the kitchen in winter, make up a planter of hardy
herbs to sit on the deck. Any large pot or tub will do, as long
as it has good drainage. Fill with potting compost and stuff
it with parsley, rosemary, thyme and peppermint, then add
a pinch of coriander and chervil seeds from the spice rack.
Again, if you’re bold you can bury a few crocuses first.
Cornucopias are shown harvested ripe and clean. In my
garden I have to gather and sort the bounty myself.
Damaged produce should be used immediately. Gently
bruised fruit can be cut up and eaten as is but anything more
traumatic is better cooked first. Unripened fruit that is
accidentally removed or knocked down can be ripened on a
window or placed in a paper bag with a banana or apple;
both these fruits give off ethylene that will hasten the
ripening process.
We grow lots of tomatoes and every few days; when there
are more than we can eat we freeze them. Pick over the fruit,
remove the pith and cut or chop them in a food processor,
pour into ice cream tubs and freeze as is. For peppers and
eggplant, I like to BBQ them until gently roasted then
preserve in oil-filled jars. For a warming meal in the dark
days of winter I like to make up a few jars of hot peppers
pickled in sherry.

— BRiAN CRuMBLEhuLME
low in acid can be boosted by a little lemon juice. Traditional
jams and jellies were always made in copper kettles because
the presence of copper enhances the action of the pectin,
but once your jam is cooked you should pour it immediately
into neutral glass preserving jars before it sets, otherwise
the pectin will set firmly to the sides of the copper kettle.
Too much copper in your preserve may cause the fruit to
change colour.
To test for natural pectins in fruit juice, place 1 tbsp juice
in a saucer with 2 tbsp of rubbing alcohol (propinol) and let
it sit for ½ hour. If one lump of jelly forms, then the juice
contains sufficient pectin to gel with an equal volume of
sugar. If several jellies form, then it will set with ¾ cup sugar
per cup juice. If many small clots form, there is insufficient
pectin and you will have to reboil and reduce the juice or
add commercial pectin. NOTE: rubbing alcohol is a poison
and must be washed away after use—do not return it to your
jelly mix!
Pectins work by binding sugars together which means
you must have sufficient sugar in your mix for it to gel
properly. This can be a complicated calculation because
different fruits have different sugar values and they will vary
in proportion to the ripeness. The simplest way is to add
enough sugar to the mix so that the fruit floats to the top,
then add just enough water to make it sink. 0

The Chemistry of Preserves
This really is the season for preserving those summer
flavours in jams, jellies and condiments; one of the
mysteries of this alchemical process is pectin. Pectin is a
strange little molecule found in all green plants and
concentrated in many fruits, especially apples and citrus.
Industrially, it is obtained from fruit skins after pressing out
fruit juices.
To maximize the natural pectins in your jams, remove
some of the fruit before cooking and blend it thoroughly to
release the natural pectins, then mix it back into the rest of
the fruit. Pectin is a complex sugar that serves to link other
sugars and starches together, hence is a thickening agent.
In the wild it helps to hold plants together.
Pectins work best in acidic environments which most
fruits provide, and those few such as strawberries that are

NEW DISPLAY CENTRE - LANgLEY!

h Per fect Preserves h
Pear Ginger Marmalade – a Canadian classic
` 10 cups sliced ripe pears ~ 4 lbs
` 6 cups white sugar
` grated peel & juice of 2 lemons
` ½ cup fresh sliced ginger
Thoroughly mix all ingredients in a large kettle, cover
and leave to macerate overnight. Next day: bring to a
boil and simmer gently for 45 minutes stirring
frequently until the fruit is transparent. Pour into hot
sterilized jars, seal, and steam. Makes about six 8oz jars.
Damson Plum Jelly
Put about 5 lbs damsons into a kettle with 6 cups of
water and boil for 15 minutes until mushy. Strain
through a cloth or fine strainer overnight.
For each cup of juice, add the same amount of sugar,
boil and simmer for a further 10–15 minutes, then ladle
into jars and sterilize. Makes about ten jars.
Roll on winter!

Thinking about building remotely?
We can design and help you build your
custom ‘Hybrid’ timber frame home.
Visit Tamlin Homes’ new post & beam
head office for an eye opening tour!

Toll Free 1.877.826.5461
www.tamlinhomes.com
www.islandtides.com

