
B
ritish Columbia’s May 17 referendum is our chance to
change our voting system; the opportunity may not
present itself again for many, many years.  

Surprisingly, many British Columbians have given up on
fairness and do not think in terms of having fair political
representation. People seem to have come to think that ‘winner
takes all’—including our taxes and our common heritage—is
normal and acceptable.

We are at a point in BC’s history where we can change the
system and do something about this—by voting ‘Yes’ at the May
17 referendum for BC-STV (Single Transferable Vote), our
‘made in BC proportional representation system. 

By voting in proportional representation we can set a course
towards stronger democracy so that we will rediscover our
multiple voices and create a climate where citizens  will speak,
decide, and believe in voting again. We can see how
disenchanted people are with our current voting system when
we note that only 50% of people now bother to vote. 

Vote ‘Yes’ for BC-STV at the May 17 referendum because:
1. Our democratic system started out as a means for elitists

to share power with kings and queens. It has been evolving but
it still is far from ideal for ordinary people.

2. Our present Single Member Plurality system (First Past
the Post) makes voting simple, one ‘x’, but is only truly
representative when there are just two candidates running.
When there are more than two candidates, the winner is the
one who receives more votes than any other candidate, not a
clear-cut majority. All the other votes are wasted—even if
altogether they represent more voters than the person who got
elected. In multi-candidate elections the winner often does not
represent the majority of voters.

3. Proportional representation (PR) addresses three

fundamental values: proportionality, local representation and
voter’s choice.

4. Currently people feel their own views are not represented.
Citizens think politicians misrepresent the truth and, therefore,
don’t get involved ‘in politics’ or vote. 

5. STV is fair, because it is proportional, easy to use, and
gives more power to the voters.

6. Proportional representation by the proposed STV system
makes every vote count and reflects support for candidates and
parties as closely as possible.

7. Ridings are larger but there are more MLAs per riding.
There is a better chance to get local representation or to
approach a more sympathetic MLA in your riding.

8. PR by Single Transferrable Vote will eventually result in
better representatives running for office because they will feel
more effective in representing the public.

9. Legislation may take a little longer but it will be
representative of a larger group of voters, more popular and
less likely to be rescinded by the next government—huge
savings in wasted time and effort.

10. Proportional Representation was designed by voters for
voters. It’s our system. BC’s Citizens’ Assembly, who
recommended this system, was composed of ordinary people
and was non-partisan. Selection for the Assembly was from
every riding, people of all ages, from all ethnic backgrounds,
and both genders. Months of review of votings systems
worldwide and hundreds of hours of pubic hearings went into
creating BC-STV.

11. Finally, though this is our own tailor-made version, STV
is not untried as similar proportional representational systems
have been used successfully to elect members in Australia, the
United Kingdom, and Ireland. 0
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