
Recent appointments to the Agricultural Land Commission
(ALC), an independent provincial agency responsible for
administering the province’s Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR),
have resulted in controversy for the provincial government. In a
rare showing, Pat Bell, Minister of Agriculture and Lands,
bowed to opposition criticisms and rescinded the appointment
of Bill Jones to the ALC’s South Coast Panel.

The case against Bill Jones, a 72-year-old retired farmer
from Richmond and open supporter of the BC Liberal Party,
was pretty clear-cut. Just two days after his appointment on
May 1, 2006, Jones prematurely tipped his prejudice for pulling
Richmond’s Garden City lands out of the Agricultural Land
Reserve—a 55-hectare federally owned site, which is in the
process of being considered by the ALC for removal. 

Responding to criticism from the NDP Agriculture and
Lands critic, Minister Bell stated that, ‘Mr. Jones certainly
didn’t do anything inappropriate, but at the same time, we
recognize the need to see panellists in a neutral manner. I have
spoken with Mr Jones today, and he and I have decided that his
appointment should be rescinded.’

The government also received criticism for the appointment
of Langley insurance agent John Tomlinson to the ALC’s South
Coast Panel. Tomlinson has little in the way of direct
agricultural experience. In recent years, Tomlinson and his wife
have contributed $12,500 to the BC Liberals. He is also the past
president of the Fort Langley-Aldergrove Liberal constituency
association and helped run Liberal MLA Rich Coleman’s re-
election campaign.

Suggestions have been put forward that both of these
appointments were made with a specific political mandate to
‘assist’ with a number of controversial proposals such as the
Garden City lands and the 1,100 acres on Barnston Island that
are being proposed for removal from the ALR (see also letter,
page 4.)

Filling Vacancies On The ALC
With Jones’ departure there are now five vacancies on the ALC.
While the application process is relatively straightforward,
getting selected is another matter. In addition to taking new

applications, the government maintains a database of potential
candidates. Currently this database contains over 10,000
names of people that have expressed interest in sitting on one
or more of the 300+ public agencies that the office helps staff
with provincial appointments. At press time the Board
Resourcing and Development Office was not able to provide an
estimate of how many of the 10,000 have expressed an interest
in sitting on the ALC. 

New and catalogued candidates are screened using a variety
of unknown criteria before a select handful are offered up to the
Minister of Agriculture and Lands for selection and
appointment. The only exceptions are the ALC chair and vice
chair who are ultimately appointed by Cabinet. 

Groups like the ALR Protection and Enhancement
Committee (ALR-PEC) and the David Suzuki Foundation are not
happy with the current ALC selection and decision-making
process; stating that it is too closed and controlled allowing for
patronage opportunities. They believe that government’s cavalier
appointment process is helping to undermine the Commission’s
responsibility to preserve agricultural land, and its use for
farming. 

David Sands, ALR-PEC co-founder and former Ministry of
Agriculture Regional Director, has indicated that his
organization’s lack of trust in the current system is preventing
them from encouraging pro-farmland candidates to apply for
appointment on the ALC. 

Instead of directly participating within the current system,
ALR-PEC continues to pressure the government to conduct a
public review of the ALC. Their hope is that with increasing
public awareness and concern over appointments like Jones and
Tomlinson’s, along with the proposed controversial removals
from the ALR, this review will come sooner rather than later.

For those interested in applying for one of the ALC
vacancies the application process can be done on-line through
the Board Resourcing and Development Office website at
www.fin.gov.bc.ca/abc. 0
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