
The BC government has announced a $3.4-million, five-year
action plan to recover BC’s northern spotted owl. Based on the
work of the Canadian Spotted Owl Recovery Team, BC will act
as soon as possible to initiate measures to re-build spotted owl
populations. These measures include captive breeding and
release, moving spotted owls to new locations, increasing food
sources for spotted owls, and managing competing species such
as barred owls, and evaluating and revising existing spotted owl
management areas to ensure they better protect owls. 

Following a 2005 survey which showed a continuing decline
in spotted owl numbers despite management measures, the
new initiative will be a collaborative effort of the ministries of
Environment and Forests and Range, the federal government,
First Nations and forest licensees, and Environment Canada.

Population Dropped Despite
Management

Over the last decade, BC has managed more than 363,000
hectares of spotted owl habitat (old growth forest) by fully
protecting 159,000 hectares in parks and protected areas and
designating the other 204,000 hectares of provincial forest as
‘spotted owl range’ areas within which 67% of forested habitat
suitable for spotted owls must be retained; harvesting must not

take place on more than 50% of the land base; and no forest
harvesting is permitted within 500 metres of a nest site.

However, spotted owl surveys concluded last summer and
evaluated last fall noted a continued decline in spotted owl
numbers, although in many of these areas, there has been little
or no harvesting for many years. 

There are six known pairs of spotted owls remaining in BC.
The province’s spotted owl population has declined from
approximately 200 in 1993 to about 22 today. 

BC is the northernmost edge of the spotted owl’s range,
accounting for less than half of 1% of the species’ global
population. There are approximately 6,100 spotted owls in the
western United States. 

Numbers have dropped to the level where, ‘captive rearing
and release is an option that should be seriously considered to
enhance and preserve the population of northern spotted owl in
BC,’ said Dr Ken Macquisten, veterinarian at the Grouse
Mountain Refuge for Endangered Wildlife. ‘Such a program
would model itself on the successes of similar captive rearing
programs for species such as the burrowing owl, whooping
crane, peregrine falcon, Vancouver Island marmot and the
black-footed ferret,’ added Macquisten. 0
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