
A group of high profile BC conservationists have joined forces
to deal with the challenge of maintaining the integrity and
sustainability of BC Class A Parks. ‘Right now we are faced with
a surprise announcement (made at the end of July) by the BC
government, who called for proposals for roofed
accommodations in 12 provincial parks. We are all strongly
opposed to the building of new for-profit accommodations,
including resorts and hotels, in Class A provincial parks,’ said
leading environmentalist Vicky Husband. 

‘Our internationally renowned parks are a sacred trust for
wildlife, nature and for our children and they must be
protected. Resorts and hotels belong outside parks, not inside.
We will continue to support environmentally sustainable
tourism development outside of parks,’ commented Husband. 

Groups who oppose this government initiative include the
Western Canada Wilderness Committee, Canada Parks and
Wilderness Society–BC Chapter, World Wildlife Fund Canada,
the David Suzuki Foundation, Federation of BC Naturalists,
EarthCare Society, Wildsight, Sierra Club of Canada–BC
Chapter, Valhalla Wilderness Society, Transboundary
Watershed Alliance, West Kootenay Eco Society and West
Coast Environmental Law. 

The BC Wilderness Federation also opposes the project and
had offered in the past to work with government to find areas
for resorts outside the boundaries of parks or on a road that
currently runs through a park where lodges might be
established. 

‘While we will oppose new resorts in parks, the Campaign
for BC Parks will work with the tourism industry and those

operators who are interested in building environmentally
appropriate facilities outside of parks, not inside. We all
strongly oppose any new hotels and resorts in parks. We know
that many tourism operators agree with this. This is not good
for BC, local communities, tourism, BC’s parks, or the wildlife
that live there. Any threat to our world renowned parks and
protected pristine wilderness will impact on our international
reputation,’ explained Husband. 

‘With these types of developments come parking lots, staff
housing, logging for fire blocks, helicopter traffic, sewage, and
electricity. Can you imagine how caribou or grizzly bears will
react to daily helicopter traffic taking guests and staff to the
resort? How will that affect the wilderness experience? When
does a park stop being a park?’ remarked Ellen Zimmerman of
Wildsight. 

‘What we need is a new vision for parks where well-
managed parks result in thriving communities, healthy families
and fit citizens. They are a priceless natural legacy that must be
looked after for generations of British Columbians to come,’
noted Chloe Loughlin of the Canadian Parks and Wilderness
Society. 

‘We are launching the Campaign for BC Parks to rally
British Columbians to join us in keeping the wild beauty and
natural integrity of our world class parks system for the
generations to come,’ Husband concluded.  

More information on the ‘Campaign for BC Parks’ is available
at www.wildernesscommittee.org. 0
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